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27/07/2021WRA00300Northern Ireland

27/07/2021WRA004001. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Taoiseach the latest position with regard to the long-
awaited Narrow Water Bridge project between County Louth and County Down.  [40140/21]

27/07/2021WRA005002. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Taoiseach if he will provide an update on the Nar-
row Water Bridge project; and if he will provide further details of any current or future engage-
ments with Louth County Council. [41002/21]

27/07/2021WRA006003. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Taoiseach the current status of the Narrow Water 
Bridge project; and the development that has been made since the announcement of additional 
funding for the project in June 2021. [39425/21]

27/07/2021WRA0070010. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Taoiseach if he will provide an update on the Nar-
row Water Bridge project; the anticipated funding beyond the tender stage; and the current and 
future interactions regarding funding streams. [40948/21]

27/07/2021WRA00800The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 10 together.

Following Government approval, the Taoiseach confirmed on 29 June 2021, the allocation 
of €3 million from the Shared Island Fund to progress the Narrow Water Bridge project to 
tender stage, and a further commitment of funds from the Shared Island Fund, following de-
termination of the likely final costs arising, and Government approval of the successful tender.

The Government also approved Louth County Council’s designation as the lead project part-
ner for the Narrow Water Bridge project given their previous and ongoing experience with this 
project, and the appointment of the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
as the designated authority for the governance and release of funds to Louth County Council.

A subgroup of the North-South Infrastructure Group, which brings together Senior Officials 
of relevant Departments, has also been established to oversee the project and support Louth 
County Council in its delivery. The Subgroup held its first meeting on Friday 23 July.

27/07/2021WRB00200Departmental Bodies

27/07/2021WRB003004. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Taoiseach the agencies and State organisations under his 
Department that are receiving State funding that do not have to declare salaries of employees 
under the 2016 code of governance. [40044/21]

27/07/2021WRB00400The Taoiseach: All bodies under the aegis of my Department are covered by the 2016 Code 

Written Answers.
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of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies.

27/07/2021WRB00500Departmental Data

27/07/2021WRB006005. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Taoiseach his plans to increase the amount of pub-
licly available real-time disaggregated data in order to monitor the way in which the State’s 
policies are affecting individual groups. [40098/21]

27/07/2021WRB00700The Taoiseach: Plans to increase the amount of publicly available real-time disaggregated 
data in order to monitor the way in which the State’s policies are affecting individual groups, 
primarily relates to Equality Budgeting work being processed under the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform.

More generally, the Department of the Taoiseach, is leading work on the development of a 
Well-being Framework for Ireland. It is an important cross-government initiative that seeks to 
develop a multi-dimensional approach to understanding the impact of public policy on peoples 
lived experiences. 

A First Report on this work went to Government on 6 July 2021 and was subsequently 
published on the Government of Ireland Website. This first Report on a Well-being Framework 
for Ireland provides a Vision, Conceptual Framework and accompanying initial Dashboard for 
Well-being in Ireland. It also explores its integration with policy making and includes a road-
map for further stages of the work.

As part of the next phase of this work, a ‘Public Conversation’ will take place in the Au-
tumn, which will see the publication of an interactive version of the dashboard contained in the 
First Report on Well-Being, to be hosted by the CSO. As outlined in the published First Report, 
the dashboard will include some disaggregation, though the primary focus is on the overall 
dimensions and indictors.

27/07/2021WRB00800Departmental Functions

27/07/2021WRB009006. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Taoiseach the status of the latest activities of the shared 
island unit of his Department as of July 2021. [40806/21]

27/07/2021WRB010007. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the work programme 
of the shared island unit in his Department. [40944/21]

27/07/2021WRB011008. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Taoiseach if he will provide details on the shared 
island unit commissioned comprehensive research programme including topics of research; and 
the expected timeframe for publication of the research. [40945/21]

27/07/2021WRB01200The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 6, 7 and 8 together.

The Government’s Shared Island initiative aims to harness the full potential of the Good 
Friday Agreement to enhance cooperation, connection and mutual understanding on the island, 
engaging with all communities and traditions to build consensus around a shared future.

I established a Shared Island unit in my Department to act as a driver and coordinator of this 
whole of Government initiative.

In Budget 2021, the Government established the Shared Island Fund, with €500m in capital 
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funding being made available out to 2025, ring-fenced for investment in North/South projects. 

We are making allocations from the Fund to support delivery of our commitments and 
objectives on a Shared Island, as set out in the Programme for Government. The Government 
will work with the Executive in Northern Ireland, the British Government and other partners to 
deliver cross-border investments that enhance our shared island.

Progress to date includes:

- The launch in April of Phase 2 of the Ulster Canal restoration project, enabled by an alloca-
tion of €6m from the Shared Island Fund and €5.6m from the Rural Regeneration Development 
Fund. The Shared Island Fund has also provided a further €1 million for development work on 
Phase 3 of the project, which has now begun;
  - The launch in April of the all-island strategic rail review jointly by the Minister for Transport and the Northern Ireland Minister for Infrastructure. The review is an important step in implementing the Government’s commitment to enhance connectivity on the island, including by rail;
  - On 29 June, I was joined by the Northern Ireland Minister for Infrastructure, Nichola Mallon MLA, as I announced €3m in funding by the Government from the Shared Island Fund to progress work on the Narrow Water Bridge to tender stage, with further funding to be allocated, once the due diligence process has been completed; and,
  - On 5 July, I and the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science announced that the Government will be investing €40 million from the Shared Island Fund over five years in a new North-South Research programme to support the deepening of links between higher education institutions, researchers and research communities on the island of Ireland.

  The Government will continue to develop and progress investment, policy and cooperation 
initiatives that contribute to implementation of our objectives on a Shared Island as set out in 
the Programme for Government. 

To support development of a more ambitious agenda for cooperation and connection on the 
island, the Shared Island unit in my Department has commissioned a comprehensive research 
programme, working with the ESRI, the National Economic and Social Council, the Irish Re-
search Council and other partners. 

Strengthening social, economic and political links on the island and the promotion of all-
island approaches to the strategic challenges facing Ireland, North and South are key objectives, 
and North/South and East/West collaboration is a feature of the research work.

The research programme with the ESRI is on ‘the Economic and Social Opportunities from 
Increased Cooperation on the Shared Island’. Research outputs will be published in 2021 and 
subsequent years. 2021 work is focusing on aspects of health, education, foreign direct invest-
ment and the all-island economy. Scoping papers including terms of reference for each of the 
ESRI research topics for 2021 were published in May, available at gov.ie/sharedisland/research.

The National Economic and Social Council (NESC) is preparing a comprehensive report to 
Government on Shared Island this year, informed by broad consultation, which NESC is con-
ducting with stakeholders North and South. In February, NESC published a scoping paper set-
ting out their approach and focus on issues including: the economy and regional development; 
tackling poverty; mental health; social enterprise and, climate, biodiversity and environment. 
NESC will also conduct a place-based examination of issues relating to sustainability and con-
nectivity on the island.

The Shared Island unit has partnered with the Irish Research Council (IRC) and a funding 
call was conducted for academic contributions to the Shared Island research agenda across a 
wide range of themes, under the IRC’s New Foundations scheme. The successful research proj-
ects will be announced in the autumn and findings published in mid-2022.

The Shared Island unit commissioned independent scoping research by Professor Deirdre 
Heenan on ‘Collaborating on Healthcare on an All-Island Basis’ which was published as a dis-
cussion paper for the Shared Island Dialogue on ‘Working Together for Healthier Island’, that 
was held on 8 July.

At the Labour Employer Economic Forum earlier this month, it was agreed to commence a 
workstream on Shared Island issues of interest for trade unions and employers within LEEF’s 
remit of economic and employment issues relevant to the labour market.
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I initiated the Shared Island Dialogue series to foster inclusive, constructive civic dialogue, 
that engages all communities and traditions, on key issues for our shared future. 

I addressed the first Shared Island Dialogue with young people in November, on the theme 
of “New Generations and New Voices on the Good Friday Agreement”. Dialogues on Climate 
and Environment; Civil Society engagement; the Equality agenda; Economic recovery on the 
island; and Health cooperation have been held so far this year, with participation by Govern-
ment Ministers. The next Shared Island Dialogue will be on Education, taking place in the 
autumn.

These Dialogues are bringing together hundreds of civic representatives and stakeholders in 
the different sectors, from across all regions, communities and traditions, to discuss how we can 
work together to build a shared future on the island. Recordings and reports of the Dialogues are 
available online at www.gov.ie/sharedisland/dialogues and on social media.

  Question No. 7 answered with Question No. 6.

  Question No. 8 answered with Question No. 6.

27/07/2021WRB01500Brexit Issues

27/07/2021WRB016009. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Taoiseach if he will report on any recent or future 
planned engagements with the British Prime Minister regarding the Northern Ireland Protocol. 
[40946/21]

27/07/2021WRB01700The Taoiseach: I spoke by telephone with Prime Minister Johnson on 21st July. 

We discussed the Northern Ireland Protocol and I indicated that the UK Government’s state-
ments on the Protocol, to be made at Westminster the following day, would be carefully con-
sidered. I also stressed the importance of utilising the EU-UK framework for issues related to 
the Protocol. 

The EU has consistently said it is ready to find flexible, practical approaches to address the 
difficulties citizens in Northern Ireland are experiencing as regards the implementation of the 
Protocol. However, any solutions must take place within the framework of the Protocol and the 
principles that underpin it.

We exchanged views on the current Covid-19 situation, especially in regard to the Delta 
variant.

I also raised legacy issues, including serious concerns at the British Government’s propos-
als and the impact it is having on victims and families. I emphasised that there can be no pre-
determined outcome to the consultation process currently underway.

We agreed to stay in touch and looked forward to an opportunity to meet in person in the 
future.

I previously met with Prime Minister Johnson at Chequers on Friday 14th May, when we 
discussed a range of issues, including on implementation of the Northern Ireland Protocol.

  Question No. 10 answered with Question No. 1.

27/07/2021WRB01900Covid-19 Pandemic
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27/07/2021WRB0200011. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the current status of Ireland considering the TRIPS waiver; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41394/21]

27/07/2021WRB02100Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): Universal and equitable access to safe, effective and affordable vaccines, 
diagnostics and treatments is crucial in the global fight against COVID-19.

International Trade is a competence of the EU under the Treaties and in exercising that 
competence, the European Commission engages fully with the Member States, including Ire-
land, through a variety of Committees and Working Parties/Groups, including on Intellectual 
Property.

As regards the broad waiver proposed by a number of WTO Members, on 4 June, the EU 
submitted a proposal to the WTO General Council, which proposed that WTO Members could 
agree on a global trade initiative for equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines and therapeutics 
encompassing the three components of (i) trade facilitation and disciplines on export restric-
tions; (ii) concrete actions to expand production and ensure supply of vaccines at affordable 
prices to low and middle income countries during the pandemic and (iii) clarification and facili-
tation of TRIPS Agreement flexibilities relating to compulsory licences.

The EU has also submitted a Declaration to the TRIPS Council to assist the next phase of 
discussions with a view to trying to reach agreement with all Members of the WTO on how to 
achieve the shared goal of expanding production and facilitating equitable access to COVID-19 
vaccines and therapeutics for all.

The EU continues to be committed to an open and comprehensive dialogue with all WTO 
members to explore how the multilateral rules-based trading system can best support univer-
sal and equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines and treatments, and to continue ramping up 
production, to share COVID-19 vaccines and medicines more widely and faster and to ensure 
equitable access to these products for low and middle-income countries.The EU considers that 
the COVAX Facility, the international initiative to ensure global access to COVID vaccines, is 
the mechanism that is best placed to ensure that high-income countries finance the vaccines and 
support the developing countries to secure their share of global supply.Ireland has consistently 
championed collaborative responses to the pandemic, with a focus on ensuring that the needs of 
the poorest and most vulnerable are served by our collective effort. As a member of the global 
health community, Ireland continues to play an active role in ensuring fair and equitable access 
to vaccines for all. This includes supporting the World Health Organization (WHO), the Global 
Vaccine Alliance and the Global Fund, to develop, produce and equitably distribute effective 
technologies in the COVID-19 global response.

27/07/2021WRB02200Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRB0230012. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment when in the Roadmap for Reopening the Economy and Society it is expected further 
details will be provided on arrangements for trade fairs and exhibitions. [41419/21]

27/07/2021WRB02400Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): I recognise the difficulties being experienced by those in the trade fairs and 
exhibitions industry during the ongoing Covid-19 restrictions. I know that many employers, 
employees and the self-employed in this sector want to get back to work as quickly and safely 
as possible; and I support them in that ambition.
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This matter raised by the Deputy is, in the first instance, a matter for the Department of An 
Taoiseach, but my Department is engaging with that Department across a range of business re-
lated areas on the Roadmap for Reopening.  When any changes are made to the current restric-
tions by Government, they will be publicly announced, and the most up to date public health 
advice may be monitored on the gov.ie website.

Representatives of the trade fair and events industry have had engagement with my col-
league, Minister of State Troy, on how trade fairs and exhibitions could progress to a reopening 
scenario. My Department is in consultation with the Department of An Taoiseach, and there 
will be consideration by the Government in the context of the further lifting of restrictions into 
the future, as we seek to balance public health, economic and social aspects of living with CO-
VID-19 to try to bring some greater certainty to those still impacted by the pandemic. 

As the Deputy is aware, the Government has put in place a comprehensive package to 
help businesses and workers during the pandemic, including the Employment Wage Subsidy 
Scheme (EWSS), the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP), the COVID-19 Restrictions 
Support Scheme (CRSS), Small business assistance Scheme for COVID (SBASC), low-cost 
loans, the deferral and warehousing of tax liabilities and the waiver of commercial rates.  

The level of business supports is unprecedented, and I would urge businesses to ensure that 
they are aware of what is available to them and apply for the appropriate schemes. 

IN addition to the supports outlined above, the Government has worked to ensure that there 
is a range of assistance in place for COVID-19-impacted businesses including the COVID-19 
Working Capital Scheme, the Brexit Loan Scheme, the COVID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme 
and the Future Growth Loan Scheme. 

A new Events Sector Covid Support Scheme (ESCSS) is a once-off scheme with a funding 
allocation of €11.5 million to support the events sector. Details are available from the Depart-
ment of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sports and Media and at the gov.ie website.

In addition, on the 1st of June 2021 the Government announced the Business Resumption 
Support Scheme (BRSS) for vulnerable but viable businesses in sectors that were significantly 
impacted throughout the pandemic, even during periods when restrictions are eased.  The BRSS 
will be administered by Revenue, with further details expected to be announced in September 
2021.Full details of the wide range of current COVID-19 schemes for businesses are available 
on the Department’s website at enterprise.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-
19-supports/.

While I understand the difficulties businesses have faced, and recognise the sacrifices that 
have been made, it is encouraging that the country is now in a much more hopeful position.

27/07/2021WRB02500Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRB0260013. Deputy John Brady asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment the steps he will take through the European Commission and European Council to support 
the aims of an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39074/21]

27/07/2021WRB02700Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): Universal and equitable access to safe, effective and affordable vaccines, 
diagnostics and treatments is crucial in the global fight against COVID-19.
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International Trade is a competence of the EU under the Treaties and in exercising that 
competence, the European Commission engages fully with the Member States, including Ire-
land, through a variety of Committees and Working Parties/Groups, including on Intellectual 
Property.

As regards the broad waiver proposed by a number of WTO Members, on 4 June, the EU 
submitted a proposal to the WTO General Council, which proposed that WTO Members could 
agree on a global trade initiative for equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines and therapeutics 
encompassing the three components of (i) trade facilitation and disciplines on export restric-
tions; (ii) concrete actions to expand production and ensure supply of vaccines at affordable 
prices to low and middle income countries during the pandemic and (iii) clarification and facili-
tation of TRIPS Agreement flexibilities relating to compulsory licences.

The EU has also submitted a Declaration to the TRIPS Council to assist the next phase of 
discussions with a view to trying to reach agreement with all Members of the WTO on how to 
achieve the shared goal of expanding production and facilitating equitable access to COVID-19 
vaccines and therapeutics for all.

The EU continues to be committed to an open and comprehensive dialogue with all WTO 
members to explore how the multilateral rules-based trading system can best support univer-
sal and equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines and treatments, and to continue ramping up 
production, to share COVID-19 vaccines and medicines more widely and faster and to ensure 
equitable access to these products for low and middle-income countries.The EU considers that 
the COVAX Facility, the international initiative to ensure global access to COVID vaccines, is 
the mechanism that is best placed to ensure that high-income countries finance the vaccines and 
support the developing countries to secure their share of global supply.Ireland has consistently 
championed collaborative responses to the pandemic, with a focus on ensuring that the needs of 
the poorest and most vulnerable are served by our collective effort. As a member of the global 
health community, Ireland continues to play an active role in ensuring fair and equitable access 
to vaccines for all. This includes supporting the World Health Organization (WHO), the Global 
Vaccine Alliance and the Global Fund, to develop, produce and equitably distribute effective 
technologies in the COVID-19 global response.

27/07/2021WRB02800Enterprise Policy

27/07/2021WRB0290014. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment his plans to capitalise on the potential transport links such as the N24, Limerick 
Junction and the motorway links that County Tipperary has to offer; his views on the way these 
links might be best used; the work he has carried out to capitalise from the strategic location 
of County Tipperary in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39318/21]

27/07/2021WRB03000Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): Delivering balanced regional growth is a core objective of this Government 
and my Department and its agencies have a strong role to play in this agenda through direct 
assistance to businesses as well as promotion and enhancement of regional locations as places 
for businesses to invest. 

Quality of infrastructure and accessibility is an important aspect of the latter and Co. Tipper-
ary is well placed in terms of connectivity to airports, ports and road infrastructure. The county 
is unique in that it is traversed by two main arterial motorways – M7 and the M8 - and the N24 
provides essential connectivity between Limerick and Waterford.
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Regional development is at the centre of IDA’s new strategy ‘Driving Recovery and Sus-
tainable Growth, through which, the IDA propose to target half of all investments to regional 
locations from 2021-2024. There are currently 12 IDA supported companies in County Tipper-
ary employing 4,180 people and 143 IDA client companies in the Mid-West Region employing 
24,169 people. The Deputy will be aware of the announcement by Fiserv in June 2021, an-
nouncing 200 jobs in Nenagh, Co. Tipperary.

Enterprise Ireland’s Strategic Framework 2021 is focused on driving recovery and resilience 
of the enterprise base, in every county including Co. Tipperary. During 2020, 131 Enterprise 
Ireland client companies employing 6,556 people were operating in County Tipperary. The Lo-
cal Enterprise Office in County Tipperary continues to be a ‘first stop shop’ to individuals who 
want to start or grow their micro enterprise. In 2020, 278 client companies supported 1,365 jobs 
in Tipperary.

Overseen by my Department, nine new Regional Enterprise Plans to 2024 are currently be-
ing developed by regional stakeholders which will identify growth opportunities, recognise vul-
nerabilities, and enable job creation across the regions including opportunities emerging with 
infrastructure improvements. The preparation of a new Mid-West Regional Enterprise Plan to 
2024 is underway and includes Co. Tipperary as well as counties Limerick and Clare.

The new Regional Enterprise Plan for the Mid-West will reinforce and build on the core 
activities of the IDA, Enterprise Ireland and the LEOs and other State Bodies involved in enter-
prise development in the Mid-West region. Myself and my colleague Minister of State Robert 
Troy lead on the initiative nationally and I am working closely with the Chair and stakeholders 
in the Mid-West on the development of the new Plan which is expected to be completed later 
this year.

The Government has put several funding streams in place to support regional develop-
ment. Under my Department’s Regional Enterprise Development Fund (REDF) administered 
by Enterprise Ireland, the Mid-West region has secured total funding of over €15 million to date 
including €5.1 million for two Tipperary based projects - the Irish Bioeconomy Foundation and 
Innovation Engine. 

In addition, through the Government’s National Planning Framework, the main regional 
centres, including Limerick/Mid-West are to develop as viable alternatives to Dublin, with sig-
nificant funding being channelled through Project Ireland 2040 Urban and Rural Regeneration 
and Development Funds. Co Tipperary has secured over €25.5 million under the URDF to date.

27/07/2021WRB03100Apprenticeship Programmes

27/07/2021WRB0320015. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment if his Department has plans to introduce an apprenticeship programme for airplane 
pilot training; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39391/21]

27/07/2021WRB03300Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): As Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment, I fully support the apprenticeship sys-
tem as a means of providing the broad range of skills needed to grow Ireland’s economy. Policy 
responsibility for the apprenticeship system lies primarily with the Department of Further and 
Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science, the Apprenticeship Council and SOLAS, 
Ireland’s Further Education and Training Authority.

The need for, development and introduction of new apprenticeships is driven by industry, 
in cooperation with the education and training system. The Department of Further and Higher 
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Education and SOLAS ensures that there are structures available through which enterprise can 
develop and access apprenticeship, the procedures for which are outlined on www.apprentice-
ship.ie. I encourage the airline industry to engage with these structures should they wish to 
establish an airplane pilot apprenticeship programme.

27/07/2021WRB03400Aviation Industry

27/07/2021WRB0350016. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the measures his Department is taking to reduce the disparity in gender balance in 
airplane pilot jobs given that only 6% of pilots are female; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39392/21]

27/07/2021WRB03600Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varadkar): 
In 2018 I launched Balance for Better Business, as an independent business-led Review Group 
established by the Government to improve gender balance in senior leadership in Ireland. It was 
created to make recommendations on how more women can be involved in decision-making at 
the top level of businesses in Ireland. The Review Group examines the gender mix within the 
governance and senior management of companies in Ireland and the issues which arise in con-
nection with the appointment of company directors and senior management.

The Review Group, which meets 3 to 4 times a year, comprises senior figures in Irish busi-
ness and the public service. In addition, there is an Advisory Group, which is representative of 
a wider cross section of business organisations and other interested parties, that meets twice a 
year.

While Balance for Better Business focuses on improving gender balance in senior leader-
ship in Ireland, it is vital there is a pipeline of talent from which to fill vacancies on boards and / 
or on senior leadership teams. In addition, increasing employment and leadership opportunities 
for women is shown to increase organisational effectiveness and growth within companies so it 
makes business sense to ensure a balanced workforce within an organisation.

Outside of individual organisations and the Balance for Better Business initiative, much 
work has been done across the Government system to ensure women’s full and equal represen-
tation in Irish business. This includes encouraging and enabling female participation including 
through promoting women and girls in STEM, new modes of working and Early Learning and 
Care that is affordable, accessible, and high quality.

It is likely there are a number of factors influencing the low number of women working as 
airline pilots, such as the number of girls taking physics; the number of women applying for 
(and completing) the requisite third level courses; and the work schedules / shift patterns. As 
such, more research and analysis would need to be undertaken to understand these factors and 
how to address them. These would be issues for my Ministerial colleague, Minister for Trans-
port, Eamon Ryan T.D., who has policy responsibility for this sector.

27/07/2021WRB03700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRB0380017. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if further additional supports will be made available to gaming arcades following 
the decision to not reopen the sector in the latest phase of reopening the economy and society 
in line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39561/21]
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27/07/2021WRB03900Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): I am acutely aware of the ongoing difficulties that businesses continue to 
face due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

As the Deputy is aware, the Government has put in place a comprehensive package to 
help businesses and workers during the pandemic, including the Employment Wage Subsidy 
Scheme (EWSS), the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP), the COVID-19 Restrictions 
Support Scheme (CRSS), Small business assistance Scheme for COVID (SBASC), low-cost 
loans, the deferral and warehousing of tax liabilities and the waiver of commercial rates.  The 
level of business supports is unprecedented. 

I would urge businesses to ensure that they are aware of what is available to them and apply 
for the appropriate schemes. 

Among the supports outlined above, the Government has worked to ensure that there is 
a range of assistance in place for COVID-19-impacted businesses including the COVID-19 
Working Capital Scheme, the Brexit Loan Scheme, the COVID-19 Credit Guarantee Scheme 
and the Future Growth Loan Scheme.

You will also be aware that on the 1st of June 2021 Government announced the Busi-
ness Resumption Support Scheme (BRSS) for vulnerable but viable businesses in sectors that 
were significantly impacted throughout the pandemic, even during periods when restrictions are 
eased.  The BRSS will be administered by Revenue on behalf of the Minister for Finance, and 
is due to be implemented in September 2021. 

Full details of the wide range of current COVID-19 schemes for businesses are available on 
the Department’s website at: 

enterprise.gov.ie/en/What-We-Do/Supports-for-SMEs/COVID-19-supports/

27/07/2021WRB04000Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRB0410018. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the compensatory measures that will be put in place for businesses (details supplied) 
following weather events in February 2021. [39570/21]

27/07/2021WRB04200Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): My Department has been in discussion with the Department of Housing, Lo-
cal Government and Heritage concerning the circumstances surrounding the flooding of a small 
number of business premises following a weather event in February 2021.   

A decision will be made shortly, following further consideration of the necessary justifica-
tion, on instigating a humanitarian flooding relief Scheme for the area concerned.

27/07/2021WRB04300EU Directives

27/07/2021WRB0440019. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment if companies operating in Ireland are in breach of the EU Late Payments Directive 
by exerting undue pressure on suppliers to provide extended payment terms that the supplier 
does not wish to give or cannot give without jeopardising their cashflow; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39695/21]
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27/07/2021WRB04500Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Late payment in commercial transactions is governed by the European Communities 
(Late Payment in Commercial Transactions) Regulations 2012, as amended, which gives legal 
effect to Directive 2011/7/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 February 
2011 on combating late payment in commercial transactions. 

Under these Regulations it is an implied term of every commercial transaction that where a 
purchaser does not pay for goods or services by the relevant payment date, the supplier shall be 
entitled to late payment interest on the amount outstanding and a compensation payment.  The 
Regulations provide that public authorities must pay for goods and services they procure within 
30 calendar days of receipt of a valid invoice or as specified in a contract and that businesses 
should make payments within 60 calendar days.  

Where contracts between businesses exceed 60 days, such duration should be expressly 
agreed in the contract and should not be grossly unfair.  Terms of the contract will be deemed 
grossly unfair where they purport to waive or vary the relevant payment date where the contract 
does not specify the date or period of payment or they waive or vary the implied term as to pay-
ment of late payment interest. Where the supplier considers the waiver or variation is grossly 
unfair, they may apply to the Circuit Court for an order under the Late Payment Regulations or 
to an arbitrator for an award as set out in the Regulations.

Legislation in respect of late payments is principally to protect the supplier and to ensure 
that where the services or goods have been delivered as set out in the contract, that payment 
is made within the terms of the contract or as set out in the legislation.   I acknowledge that 
late payments to suppliers can have a negative impact on business cashflow.  I can assure the 
Deputy that officials from my Department will continue through participation in the European 
Commission’s Late Payment Directive Expert Group to seek ways of ensuring compliance with 
the Directive.

27/07/2021WRB04600Enterprise Policy

27/07/2021WRB0470020. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment if he will support an all-Ireland approach for easy to read signage and menus for 
persons with intellectual disabilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39706/21]

27/07/2021WRB04800Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment and the agencies under its remit 
are committed to disability inclusion and to fulfilling the obligations set out in the ‘National 
Disability Inclusion Strategy’ (2017-2021). I look forward to discussing the proposals refer-
enced by the Minister in due course.

27/07/2021WRC00200Work Permits

27/07/2021WRC0030021. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if he will allow those on general employment permits to have the same rights 
as critical skills permit holders with regard to spouse and partner work permits; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39736/21]

27/07/2021WRC00400Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): The Employment Permits scheme is vacancy led and driven by the changing 
needs of the labour market, expanding and contracting in tandem with its inherent fluctuations. 
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The system is managed through the critical skills and ineligible occupations lists, which are 
subject to twice yearly evidence-based review. 

The critical skills employment permit is Ireland’s premium employment permit and is de-
signed to attract highly skilled people into the labour market in roles identified as being in 
critical short supply (on the critical skilled occupation list) with the aim of encouraging them to 
take up permanent residence and employment in the State.  As a result, it attracts a number of 
additional benefits over the other permit types including a fast-track to long term residency after 
two years, immediate family reunification and broad access to the labour market of dependent/
spouse/partners. 

The general employment permit is the main permit used by the State to attract non-EEA na-
tionals in occupations of a more general nature. It requires a range of criteria be met including 
a labour market needs test demonstrating that the employer was unable to fill the position from 
the Irish and EEA labour markets. 

After one year, the permit holder may apply for family reunification and after five years, 
long term residency permission from the Department of Justice.  Should the spouse/partner se-
cure employment in an eligible occupation, they may apply for a permit in their own right. Non 
EEA nationals who have resided in the State for five years are eligible to apply for citizenship. 

The additional benefits attached to the critical skilled employment permit are designed to 
attract workers in possession of skills of critical importance to the economy and to encourage 
them to apply for long term residency.

Extending these additional benefits to other employment permit holders would require con-
sideration of the potential impacts, including on the domestic labour market, our community 
preference obligations to the EU and on broader immigration policies. My officials continue 
to engage on an ongoing basis on range of matters where economic migration polices and im-
migration polices intersect including those issues raised by the deputy.   

27/07/2021WRC00500Flexible Work Practices

27/07/2021WRC0060022. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the status of the introduction of a four-day work week; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39790/21]

27/07/2021WRC00700Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Covid-19 pandemic has caused us to rethink and re-evaluate how we work. It has 
been shown that huge numbers of people can be just as productive while working at home 
rather than having to commute to the office every day. This has accelerated the shift towards 
more flexible and family friendly working hours. As we recover from the pandemic, we want to 
discover more about how we can keep some of the gains that have been made in terms of less 
commuting and more family time.

Together with the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications, my Depart-
ment intends to seek proposals from the research community on the social, economic and en-
vironmental implications of reduced working time. The idea of the four day working week is 
ambitious, in terms of achieving the same outcomes and productivity for the same pay, with 
potentially 20 percent fewer hours worked. It is important, however, to maintain an open mind 
when it comes to innovations in the world of work. This research is being commissioned to 
provide the Government with a much greater understanding of the potential of the idea.
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Similar research has been carried out in other jurisdictions to give consideration to how, for 
example, a move to a four day week would impact on greenhouse has emissions, environmental 
pollution and resource and energy consumption; macro-economic impacts, employment levels, 
business competitiveness and staff productivity; and gender inequality, staff wellbeing and job 
satisfaction. 

I understand from my colleague, the Minister for Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions that the research call will issue in the coming weeks. This call will provide an opportunity 
to address these impacts in the specific context of the Irish economy.

27/07/2021WRC00800Departmental Bodies

27/07/2021WRC0090023. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment if he will request the State agencies, organisations or boards under the remit of his 
Department or that receive funding from his Department to confirm whether they have been 
charged interest on funds held on deposit in Irish banks including current accounts since nega-
tive interest rates were introduced; the amount of interest paid to date; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40024/21]

27/07/2021WRC01000Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The attached Schedule sets out details of the negative interest rate charges incurred by 
the Agencies receiving funding from or operating under the aegis of my Department since the 
introduction of such charges by their respective financial services providers up until the 30th 
June 2021.

I wish to assure the Deputy that my Department and our Agencies are fully aware of the im-
portance of achieving value for money in relation to the goods and services that we purchase in-
cluding in relation to  banking services such as the cost of maintaining positive credit balances.

My Department  meets regularly with our Agencies, including in relation to operational 
matters and I have requested that their attention be drawn to the importance of ensuring that 
where possible they take the necessary steps to mitigate against the potential for incurring nega-
tive interest charges where such charges are imposed by their financial services provider.

State Agencies, organisations or boards under the remit of the Department or that receive 
funding from the Department 

amount of negative interest charged since introdution up to 30 June 2021
Name of body €
IDA Ireland 255,296
Enterprise Ireland 80,466
InterTrade Ireland 3,050
Micro Finance Ireland 27,915
National Standards & Safety Authority ( 
NSAI)

0

Local Enterprise Offices 1,000
Health & Safety Authority 31,154
Competition and Consumer Protection 
Commission

0

Personal Injuries Assessment Board 13,726
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Irish Auditing and Accounting Supervisory 
Authority

0

412,607

27/07/2021WRC01100Departmental Bodies

27/07/2021WRC0120024. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment the agencies and State organisations under his Department that are receiving State funding 
that do not have to declare salaries of employees under the 2016 code of governance; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40033/21]

27/07/2021WRC01300Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): I can confirm that all agencies under the aegis of my Department have fully complied 
with the reporting obligations under the Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies 
with regard to the disclosure of salaries paid to employees. 

27/07/2021WRC01400Employment Rights

27/07/2021WRC0150025. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment when the relevant Minister of State plans to formally sign the employment regulation or-
der giving effect to recommendation made by the Security Industry, Joint Labour Committee; if 
he plans to delay the implementation of the order to 1 September 2021; the reason for any delay 
in its implementation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40060/21]

27/07/2021WRC01600Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): I am statutorily required to give due consideration on whether it is appro-
priate to give effect to a recommendation from the Labour Court concerning a proposal for an 
Employment Regulation Order. 

In considering whether it was appropriate to accept the Labour Court’s recommendation, I 
wanted to ensure that workers and employers in the sector have adequate notice of the changes 
to the minimum rates of pay and other conditions. I was also mindful of the impact of Covid-19 
public health restrictions in place and their impact on both businesses and workers in Ireland. 

Accordingly, I indicated on 28 April that the ERO would take legal effect from 1 September 
2021, with a second increase effective on 1 June 2022.

My Department was notified on 19 July of an ex parte injunction granted by the High Court 
against the implementation of the new Security ERO on September 1.  The matter is currently 
receiving due attention.

27/07/2021WRC01700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRC0180026. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the number and monetary amount of grants provided by his Department under the 
Covid-19 restart grant by county in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40123/21]

27/07/2021WRC01900Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): The Restart Grant and Restart Grant Plus Schemes provided by my Depart-
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ment were introduced as COVID-19 enterprise measures on foot of Government Decisions and 
operated by the 31 Local Authorities from May 2020 to October 2020. 

The table below sets out the number and monetary amount of grants paid out by Local Au-
thority area. 

Local Authority Number of Applications 
Paid 

Value of Applications Paid 

Carlow 1,358 €7,493,149 
Cavan 2,078 €9,851,417 
Clare 2,852 €15,062,331 
Cork City 5,332 €36,951,412 
Cork County 10,703 €34,124,468 
Donegal 4,392 €24,298,505 
Dublin City 12,283 €98,022,805 
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown 3,217 €26,088,577 
Fingal 4,051 €30,091,628 
Galway City 2,784 €18,897,889 
Galway County 3,433 €17,016,277 
Kerry 4,150 €23,540,813 
Kildare 3,695 €25,448,466 
Kilkenny 2,194 €11,325,394 
Laois 1,381 €7,693,446 
Leitrim 912 €4,203,787 
Limerick 4,517 €26,576,902 
Longford 1,336 €6,196,951 
Louth 3,052 €18,281,163 
Mayo 3,968 €20,241,131 
Meath 3,460 €18,973,679 
Monaghan 1,898 €9,357,678 
Offaly 1,793 €9,167,835 
Roscommon 1,715 €8,242,244 
Sligo 1,827 €9,009,109 
South Dublin 3,710 €30,976,222 
Tipperary 4,273 €20,401,593 
Waterford 2,828 €15,779,672 
Westmeath 2,298 €11,483,918 
Wexford 4,183 €22,534,110 
Wicklow 2,961 €15,897,283 
Total 108,634 €633,229,854 

27/07/2021WRC02000Enterprise Support Services

27/07/2021WRC0210027. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment if further discussions have taken place within his Department in relation to the provi-
sion of a local enterprise office for Drogheda and east County Meath to cater for the significant 
population; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40141/21]
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27/07/2021WRC02200Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): My Department in conjunction with the Local Enterprise Offices network 
across the country has continued to develop a range of financial aid and business assistance 
programmes to help local businesses with the LEOs acting as a ‘first-stop-shop’ for advice and 
guidance, financial assistance, and other programmes for anyone intending to start or grow a 
business. 

In that regard, both the Louth and Meath Local Enterprise Offices encourage a strong spirit 
of entrepreneurship throughout their respective Local Authority areas and ensure that all busi-
nesses within their locality are supported through grant aid, where applicable, and an extensive 
suite of training and development programmes on the basis of needs and qualifying criteria.  
I am assured that the full range of financial aid, programmes and activities that both Louth 
and Meath Local Enterprise Offices deliver are dispersed in an equitable and transparent way 
throughout both counties. 

In regard to the suggestion of an additional Local Enterprise Office; when the Local En-
terprise Office network was instituted under the County Enterprise Boards (Dissolution) Act, 
2014, a Local Enterprise Office was established on the basis of the functional area of the 31 
County and City Councils in Ireland. This model has been in operation for over 7 years with 
excellent and deepening co-operation between my Department, Enterprise Ireland and the Lo-
cal Authorities over time. This collaboration has been the platform for ongoing and incremental 
success in terms of client engagement and strong local jobs growth in both Louth and Meath. 
In addition, the LEO network nationally provides a forum for sharing of good practice and col-
laboration between Local Enterprise Offices.  There are no plans to change the structure. 

In terms of LEO involvement in both counties, the following key statistics for both Louth 
and Meath Local Enterprise Offices indicate a healthy level of performance in both areas. 

LEO Louth – Key Statistics

2019 2020 
No of clients 240 247 
Total Jobs (FT + PT) 971 (672 + 299) 884 (640 +244) 
Gross Job Gains (FT + PT) 199 (106 + 93) 145 
Gross Job Losses (FT + PT) 125 (81 + 44) 233 
Net new Jobs 74 -88 
Measure 1 Payments €334,659 €284,352 
No. of Projects Paid 36 36 
Training Participants 1,177 1,690 
Mentoring Participants 393 832 
IBYE Applications 48 N/A 
Trading Online Vouchers 
Approved 

33 338 

MFI applications submitted 9 24 
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LEO Meath – Key Statistics

2019 2020 
No of clients 273 282 
Total Jobs (FT + PT) 1358 (1049 + 309) 1356 (1052 +304) 
Gross Job Gains (FT + PT) 269 (195 + 74) 228 
Gross Job Losses (FT + PT) 147 (76 + 71) 198 
Net new Jobs 122 30 
Measure 1 Payments €471,292 €373,132 
No. of Projects Paid 52 39 
Training Participants 996 1,848 
Mentoring Participants 275 149 
IBYE Applications 62 N/A 
Trading Online Vouchers 
Approved 

52 438 

MFI applications submitted 17 35 

27/07/2021WRC02300Farm Safety

27/07/2021WRC0240028. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the value his Department places on farm safety; the new initiatives he plans to intro-
duce to counter the loss of life as a result of farm accidents and to reduce the number of serious 
injuries from same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40250/21]

27/07/2021WRC02500Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): I wish to assure the Deputy that farm safety in the agriculture sector remains 
a priority for both my Department and the Health and Safety Authority (HSA). As an identified 
priority sector by the HSA in its current three-year strategy it continues to receive a sustained 
focus in the delivery of the HSA’s occupational health and safety policy and its inspection pro-
grammes. 

The HSA has an extensive farm safety prevention programme in place, which focusses on 
the provision of advice, guidance, e-tools and educational supports for the sector, as well as 
targeted inspection campaigns. This programme is delivered in a collaborative manner and 
involves the key farming stakeholder groups along with other Government Departments and 
Agencies.

Initiatives and measures are in place to educate, raise awareness and to help prevent the 
injuries and fatalities prevalent in the farming community. Extensive guidance and information 
on all aspects of farm safety, developed by the HSA in consultation with stakeholders, is freely 
available. The core of this being a user-friendly Farm Safety Code of Practice and half-day 
training program on its practical use delivered by the Teagasc advisory service and independent 
agricultural advisors.

The HSA has continued to provide significant levels of advice and support to the agriculture 
sector. For example, a new Farm Safety Partnership Advisory Committee (FSPAC) has been 
established. This group has just completed a new four-year plan to address occupational health 
and safety issues in farming, which is due to be published in August. 

The HSA also carried out a proactive inspection programme to coincide with Farm Safety 
Week (19-23 July) which is an annual event lead by the Farm Safety Foundation and takes place 
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in the Republic of Ireland and across the UK. It also continues to carry out periodic campaigns 
targeting the farming sector.

In addition, under the auspices of my colleague Minister Heydon, the Department of Ag-
riculture, Food and the Marine is funding, through the Research Stimulus Fund, a farm safety 
research project entitled: “BESAFE - Behaviours for Safer Farming: The health and safety of 
farmers is a significant challenge for the social sustainability of Irish agriculture”.  Given the 
unique occupational characteristics of farming the aim of the BeSafe project is to develop and 
support the adoption of tailored approaches to improve safety thereby effecting positive lasting 
change.  While the BeSafe project is being led by Teagasc, it is a cross-Agency initiative with 
regulatory specialists from the Health and Safety Authority participating and supported by the 
HSA Farm Safety Partnership along with researchers from Teagasc, NUI Galway, and UCD.  
The work of the team will be overseen by an International Research Advisory Group and a 
Stakeholder Advisory Group.

27/07/2021WRC02600Employment Rights

27/07/2021WRC0270029. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the employment rights an employee retains if they refuse to get a Covid-19 vaccina-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40265/21]

27/07/2021WRC0280030. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the employment rights that apply in cases in which an employee who is Covid-19 
vaccinated is instructed to work alongside a non-vaccinated employee; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40266/21]

27/07/2021WRC0290031. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the employment rights of an employer in dealing with a non-vaccinated worker who 
refuses to get a Covid-19 vaccine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40267/21]

27/07/2021WRC0300034. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the details of an employer’s employment rights liability in cases in which a Covid-19 
worker refuses to work beside a non-vaccinated worker on the basis that it could affect their 
health and safety; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40271/21]

27/07/2021WRC03100Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 29, 30, 31 and 34 together.

Ireland’s employment rights legislation protects all employees who are legally employed 
on a contract of service basis. Vaccination status does not reduce the established employment 
rights that are afforded to employees. 

Where an individual believes they are being deprived of employment rights applicable to 
employees they may refer a complaint to the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC) where 
the matter can be dealt with by way of mediation or adjudication leading to a decision that is 
enforceable through the District Court. WRC inspectors can also be asked to investigate certain 
breaches.

The Work Safely Protocol was recently updated to reflect information learned over the 
course of the COVID-19 pandemic.  This revised Protocol incorporates current advice on the 
Public Health measures needed to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in the community and in 
workplaces and includes information on wearing of masks, ventilation of workplaces, vaccina-
tions and antigen testing.



27 July 2021

19

The Protocol is applicable to all sectors of the economy and sets out the minimum measures 
required in every workplace to prevent the spread of Covid-19 and to facilitate the re-opening 
of workplaces as well as the ongoing safe operation of those workplaces. All employers and 
employees need to continue to implement the measures set out in the Protocol.

The updated Work Safely Protocol also offers some general guidance for employers around 
vaccinations in section D14 of the Protocol.

The decision to get a vaccination against COVID-19 is voluntary.  If an employee decides 
not to avail of the offer of a vaccination, an employer must review their workplace safety and 
health risk assessment and decide whether the employee can carry out their work without vac-
cination, and what other protective measures might be needed.  

The Health and Safety Authority (HSA) can offer advice and guidance to employers on con-
ducting risk assessments and the Workplace Contact Unit in the HSA can deal with complaints 
and queries from both employers and employees about the application of the Work Safely Pro-
tocol at their place of work. However, the Health and Safety Authority will not be able to offer 
advice on what work should be assigned to individual employees based on their vaccination sta-
tus, an employer’s workplace health and safety risk assessment could consider an individual’s 
vaccine status, if this information has been supplied by the employee.

Fundamentally, the decision to get a vaccination is voluntary and there are no plans to 
make vaccinations mandatory. Employers will have to bear this in mind when undertaking risk 
assessments and the organisation of work activities. Communication between employers and 
employees is important to identify any potential problems.

A balance exists between an employer’s legal obligation to protect the health of their em-
ployees and maintain a safe place of work and an employees’ right around privacy of their med-
ical information. In this regard, in some circumstances, employers may be justified in requiring 
employees to inform them that they have been vaccinated. Implementation of such a stringent 
requirement in a workplace, would require a strong justification based on necessity, proportion-
ality and on an assessment of risk. This should take into consideration specific organisational 
factors such as the presence of vulnerable persons in the workplace, any reasons the employee 
might potentially have for not disclosing such information and any directions or guidance of 
the public health authorities.

If an employee decides they do not wish to avail of the vaccination, an employer cannot 
compel them to do so. In this context, the employer must review their risk assessment and de-
cide whether or not the employee can carry out their work without vaccination, and what other 
protective measures may be needed. There may be certain circumstances where it is deemed 
that, for their own safety, an unvaccinated person is not safe to perform certain tasks and, in 
such circumstances, the employer may have no option but to redeploy the worker. This decision 
would have to be agreed between the employer and the employee.

While the Health and Safety Authority cannot arbitrate on the particular role that an employ-
ee can be asked to undertake arising from a risk assessment, an employer can contact the Health 
and Safety Authority for advice on how best to carry out a risk assessment and comply with the 
Protocol. Separately, both employers and employees can access the services of the Workplace 
Relations Commission for advice on any work relations issue that might arise.

  Question No. 30 answered with Question No. 29.

  Question No. 31 answered with Question No. 29.
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27/07/2021WRC03400Employment Rights

27/07/2021WRC0350032. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment if an employer will be required to segregate employees in terms of those vaccinated 
and non-vaccinated for Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40268/21]

27/07/2021WRC0360033. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment if an employer will need to have employees carry Covid-19 vaccination passports on 
their persons for work purpose; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40269/21]

27/07/2021WRC03700Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): I propose to take Questions Nos. 32 and 33 together.

The Work Safely Protocol was recently updated to reflect information learned over the 
course of the COVID-19 pandemic.  This revised Protocol incorporates current advice on the 
Public Health measures needed to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in the community and in 
workplaces and includes information on wearing of masks, ventilation of workplaces, vaccina-
tions and antigen testing.

The Protocol is applicable to all sectors of the economy and sets out the minimum measures 
required in every workplace to prevent the spread of Covid-19 and to facilitate the re-opening 
of workplaces as well as the ongoing safe operation of those workplaces. All employers and 
employees need to continue to implement the measures set out in the Protocol. 

Fundamentally, the decision to get a vaccination is voluntary and there are no plans to 
make vaccinations mandatory. Employers will have to bear this in mind when undertaking risk 
assessments and the organisation of work activities. Communication between employers and 
employees is important to identify any potential problems. 

A balance exists between an employer’s legal obligation to protect the health of their em-
ployees and maintain a safe place of work and an employees’ right around privacy of their med-
ical information. In this regard, in some circumstances, employers may be justified in requiring 
employees to inform them that they have been vaccinated. Implementation of such a stringent 
requirement in a workplace, would require a strong justification based on necessity, proportion-
ality and on an assessment of risk. This should take into consideration specific organisational 
factors such as the presence of vulnerable persons in the workplace, any reasons the employee 
might potentially have for not disclosing such information and any directions or guidance of 
the public health authorities.

If an employee decides they do not wish to avail of the vaccination, an employer cannot 
compel them to do so. In this context, the employer must review their risk assessment and de-
cide whether or not the employee can carry out their work without vaccination, and what other 
protective measures may be needed. There may be certain circumstances where it is deemed 
that, for their own safety, an unvaccinated person is not safe to perform certain tasks and, in 
such circumstances, the employer may have no option but to redeploy the worker. This decision 
would have to be agreed between the employer and the employee. 

While the Health and Safety Authority cannot arbitrate on the particular role that an employ-
ee can be asked to undertake arising from a risk assessment, an employer can contact the Health 
and Safety Authority for advice on how best to carry out a risk assessment and comply with the 
Protocol. Separately, both employers and employees can access the services of the Workplace 
Relations Commission for advice on any work relations issue that might arise.

  Question No. 33 answered with Question No. 32.
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  Question No. 34 answered with Question No. 29.

27/07/2021WRC04000Enterprise Support Services

27/07/2021WRC0410035. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment  if he will make business supports available to enterprises that are TAN number hold-
ers importing used cars from the UK; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40392/21]

27/07/2021WRC04200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In accordance with the Agreement on 
the Withdrawal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland from the Europe-
an Union, from 1 January 2021 onwards, goods imported from Great Britain must be declared 
to Customs, and the goods are liable to customs duty (if applicable) and VAT at import.  The 
Agreement is clear that this applies to all goods, and it leaves no possibility for a different ar-
rangement such as, for example, reverting to the tax treatment of used cars that had applied dur-
ing the Transition Period before 1 January.  Under the terms of the Protocol on Ireland/Northern 
Ireland, trade in goods between Ireland and Northern Ireland should continue as before, with 
no requirement for customs declarations and no liability to customs duty and VAT at import. 

Since the UK left the EU Single Market and Customs Union, customs formalities apply to 
vehicles being imported from Great Britain.  While I appreciate the significant impact this has 
on businesses, Customs is an EU competence and applies in all Member States, and it is not 
possible for me, as Minister for Finance, to implement any measures or suspend any measures 
that are not in compliance with EU Customs legislation.

It should be noted however, that the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA) 
eliminated tariff duties for trade between the EU and Great Britain where the relevant rules of 
origin are met.  If the vehicles are of UK origin, then a 0% tariff rate applies.  Tariffs of 10% 
will apply to vehicles which are not of UK origin.  However, in certain instances returned goods 
relief may apply.  This relief applies where the vehicles were originally exported from the EU, 
have not been altered and are re-imported within three years of export from the EU.  In very 
specific circumstances, relief from Value-Added Tax (VAT) may also apply where the goods 
are re-imported into the EU by the same economic entity that originally exported the goods out 
of the EU.  

Further detailed information on Returned Goods Relief and Movement of Motor Vehicles 
including proofs required for claiming the relief is available on the Revenue Website.  

There is a particular issue with margin scheme cars.  The UK has introduced significant 
changes to the VAT regime for used cars imported from Great Britain into Northern Ireland 
and extended the scope of the Margin Scheme to them.  Under the Margin Scheme, a car dealer 
simply accounts for VAT on his or her gross profit margin on the sale of a used car, i.e. on the 
difference in the trade-in and resale prices.  The UK had signalled that it would approach the 
European Commission to seek changes to the rules that apply under the Withdrawal Agreement/
Protocol but they moved unilaterally on 14th January 2021 and published new rules that apply 
retrospectively from 31 December.  The UK asked the Commission for a permanent derogation 
from the VAT Directive to allow them to operate the scheme but the Commission refused on the 
basis that the margin scheme cannot be applied on sales in Northern Ireland of second-hand cars 
imported from any 3rd   country including Great Britain. 

As a result, and after considering the scale of the threat posed by the abusive routing of 
cars imported into the State from Great Britain through Northern Ireland and the resulting 
non-payment of VAT at import, Revenue changed its guidance and indicated that cars imported 
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from Great Britain into Northern Ireland after 31 December 2020 could only be subsequently 
imported into the State and reregistered here after they were declared to customs and customs 
duty, if applicable, and VAT at import were paid.  This ensures that they are liable for VAT and 
Duty on the same basis as used cars brought into the State from Britain. The guidance also indi-
cated that used cars imported into Northern Ireland from Great Britain prior to 1 January 2021 
would not be subject to the need to complete a customs declaration and would not be liable to 
customs duty or VAT at import.  The additional paperwork requirements have been kept to a 
minimum with a simplified Supplementary Import Declaration being required which allows the 
VAT on import to be paid. 

The current approach explained above addresses the risk of substantial tax avoidance that 
has been posed since the 14 January announcement, should parties who are importing used ve-
hicles from Britain into the State decide to route the transaction via Northern Ireland.  The aim 
is to bring equal tax treatment to used car imports from Great Britain into the State, whether 
they be imported through a direct or an indirect route.  The approach is intended to be temporary 
in nature, pending a resolution to the issue between the UK and the European Commission.   

27/07/2021WRC04300Foreign Direct Investment

27/07/2021WRC0440036. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the number of IDA Ireland site visits to County Kerry in quarter 2 of 2021; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40393/21]

27/07/2021WRC04500Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): IDA Ireland staff across the globe are conscious of the importance and impact of winning 
investments to locations such as Kerry and other regional locations. 

IDA Ireland is operating in a very challenging environment over the past 16 months with 
little or no international travel globally as a result of the Covid 19 pandemic. The organisation 
has been operating virtually and hosting companies on virtual site visits with some successes 
during this time. 

IDA Ireland is committed to winning opportunities for Kerry and the following points high-
light this continued focus:

IDA Ireland Strategy 2021-2024 launched in January 2021 which again commits the organi-
sation to winning new investments for every region of Ireland. 

The Strategy contains a target of 800 investments for Ireland over the period, 400 of which 
will be outside Dublin. In addition, each region has its own individual target over the strategy 
with the South West Region (Kerry & Cork) having the largest target of any region outside 
Dublin of 118 investments. 

A strong focus on supporting existing companies already in Ireland to minimise downsiz-
ings or closures.  Some industry sectors are performing well while others have been impacted 
significantly as a result of the pandemic and/or a downturn on certain markets served by IDA 
client companies.

IDA Ireland has again publicly committed to build a new (second) Advance Technology 
Building in Tralee to support winning a new investment. The site selection process is underway 
on this. While it will take time to secure planning permission and construct the building, it is a 
strong statement of continued commitment to Kerry to support the winning of new investments. 
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The closure of Borg Warner has been a disappointment to the town and the individual em-
ployees impacted by the decision. IDA continues to market the facility and the potential avail-
ability of experienced and skilled former employees for new potential investments as they 
emerge.  

IDA continues to engage with new companies on promoting Ireland as a location for their 
business utilising virtual site visits as opposed to physically visiting the county. In Q2, 2021, 
IDA Ireland hosted a virtual site visit showcasing Kerry for a potential investment.   IDA will 
continue to position Kerry for virtual site visits over the rest of 2021 and beyond.

27/07/2021WRC04600Foreign Direct Investment

27/07/2021WRC0470037. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the up to date position regarding the location of a company (details supplied) to the 
IDA Ireland advance facility in Tralee, County Kerry; if a timeline in relation to future activities 
and employment levels at the facility will be provided; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40394/21]

27/07/2021WRC04800Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): Central Pharma announced in December 2018 plans to establish an EMEA accredited 
contract packaging and supply centre at the IDA’s Advanced Technology Building in Tralee.

I understand that the company has subsequently experienced delays in progressing their 
plans in part due to Covid-19 restrictions which have delayed work on the site. However, I 
understand that once regulatory approvals have been received Central Pharma will be ready to 
commence operations.

The IDA has informed me that the company has already started to recruit key staff, and this 
will be followed by further hires. The company remains committed to its plans for the site.

27/07/2021WRD00200Foreign Direct Investment

27/07/2021WRD0030038. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if further advance facilities will be considered in respect of County Kerry in view 
of the relatively poor performance of the county in relation to foreign direct investment; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40395/21]

27/07/2021WRD00400Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): IDA Ireland staff across the globe are conscious of the importance and impact of winning 
investments to locations such as Kerry and other regional locations.

The IDA Ireland Strategy 2021-2024 includes a commitment to build a new (second) Ad-
vance Technology Building in Tralee.  The site selection process is already underway for this 
building.  While it will take time to secure planning permission and construct the building, it is a 
strong statement of continued commitment to Kerry to support the winning of new investments.

IDA Ireland’s Strategy 2021-2024 sets a target of 800 investments for Ireland over the pe-
riod, 400 of which will be outside Dublin.  Each region has its own individual target over the 
strategy, with the South West Region (Kerry and Cork) having the largest target of any region 
outside Dublin of 118 investments.

IDA Ireland is operating in a very challenging environment over the past 18 months with 
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little or no international travel globally as a result of the Covid 19 pandemic. However, IDA 
continues to engage with new companies on promoting Ireland as a location for their business, 
utilising virtual site visits as opposed to physical site visits.  In June 2021, IDA Ireland organ-
ised a virtual site visit for a US company showcasing Kerry for a potential project.  IDA will 
continue to position Kerry for more of these virtual site visits over the rest of 2021.

27/07/2021WRD00500Foreign Direct Investment

27/07/2021WRD0060039. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment if interest has been expressed by any potential investors in relation to a site registered 
with Enterprise Ireland and the IDA (details supplied); if so, if he will provide details of the 
inquiries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40396/21]

27/07/2021WRD00700Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The property mentioned is not under the ownership of IDA Ireland or Enterprise Ireland. 
However, the IDA has included it in its suite of property marketing material for clients looking 
at this location. The IDA has not been made aware of any potential project for the facility. En-
terprise Ireland will also continue to market this location as a potential site in the Kerry region.

27/07/2021WRD00800Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRD0090040. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the funding that has been allocated by his Department for projects and initiatives 
in County Tipperary over the past 12 months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40497/21]

27/07/2021WRD01000Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): The past 12 months have been unprecedented in terms of supports offered 
to businesses in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, alongside the normal enterprise supports 
that continued to be provided by my Department.

Enterprise Ireland (EI), an Agency of my Department, have paid out a total of €10,009,199 
to companies in Co. Tipperary over the last 12 months, these figures exclude infrastructural 
clients, recipients of DTIF; Employment Subsidy Schemes I and II, Community Enterprise 
Centres and Shannon Free Zone transfer companies, and Innovation Partnerships & Innovation 
Vouchers. 

Under my Department’s Regional Enterprise Development Fund (REDF) administered by 
Enterprise Ireland, over the three calls to date, the Mid-West region has secured total funding 
of over €15 million across eight projects. Two Tipperary based projects, the Irish Bioeconomy 
Foundation and Tipperary Innovation Engine secured a total of over €5.1m under the fund. 
Please see supplementary table for the breakdown of the Regional Enterprise Development 
Fund (REDF) details for Co. Tipperary and projects with an element in Tipperary but not based 
there.

The COVID-19 Online Retail Scheme, administered by Enterprise Ireland on my Depart-
ment’s behalf is to support companies in the indigenous retail sector who have already started 
an online journey and to further enhance and strengthen their online presence. To date there 
have been three competitive calls under the COVID-19 Online Retail Scheme. The total amount 
of grants awarded to businesses in Tipperary over the 3 calls is €450,073.



27 July 2021

25

The Local Enterprise Office (LEO) is the “First Stop Shop” for anyone seeking informa-
tion and support on starting or growing a business in Ireland. LEO Tipperary received a total 
of funding (including non-pay and capital) for the year 2020 of - €3,823,645 and for 2021 of 
- €2,507,599 giving a total allocated of €6,331,244.

The IDA are the Agency principally tasked with attracting foreign direct investment to 
Ireland, there are currently 12 IDA Client companies in Tipperary, employing 4,180 people. 
Grants paid in a particular year are not necessarily linked to either the investments won, or the 
jobs created in that 12-month period. Grants are generally drawn down over the lifetime of a 
project which is normally over a period of three to five years. Some investments which result in 
job creation may not be grant aided and some well-established firms may no longer be receiv-
ing grant payments. The latest available figures for IDA grant assistance to county Tipperary 
are that for the 12 months to 31 December 2020 the total IDA grants paid to Co. Tipperary 
amounted to €4,792,342.

The Restart Grant and Restart Grant Plus Scheme was introduced by Government as part 
of the package of COVID-19 enterprise measures in 2020, to help with the cost of reopening 
or adapting business premises so that normal business could resume. Funding was provided for 
this purpose by my Department to the Local Authorities who administered the Scheme. The 
Scheme closed to applications on 31st October 2020. Within the Tipperary Local Authority area 
4,273 grants were paid to a value of €20,401,593.

In relation to the Small Business Assistance Scheme COVID (SBASC) and funding pro-
vided in Co. Tipperary, under Phase 1- €336,000 was paid, under Phase 2 - € 428,000 was paid 
giving a total of €764,000 funding paid to businesses in Co. Tipperary.

I remain committed in ensuring continued support to all regions of our country.

27/07/2021WRD01100Data Centres

27/07/2021WRD0120041. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the number of short-term and long-term jobs created from each existing data cen-
tre in Ireland in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40577/21]

27/07/2021WRD01300Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): The Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment does not collect or store the type 
of detailed information requested on data centre location and employment by data centre. While 
not all data centres are operated by multi-national firms, IDA Ireland has further advised me that 
it does not maintain a register of data centres.

In terms of full-time permanent employment in the data centres themselves, it is estimated 
that each data centre requires between 30 and 50 well paid and secure direct jobs in roles such 
as management, IT and systems engineers, mechanical and electrical maintenance and repair 
management. However around 20,000 direct jobs in the Irish economy are supported by those 
who operate large data centre infrastructure here. The wider technology sector in Ireland em-
ploys in excess of 150,000 people.

Data centres are an increasingly important part of the digital and communications sectors 
and are core infrastructure in remote working and our increasingly digital services economy. 
Data centres facilitate critical functions such as e-commerce, payroll processing, securities 
transactions, banking, fraud protection, telecommunications, content streaming, and disaster 
recovery services. Indeed, the important economic and societal role of data services, such as, 
video calls, streaming services, and other remote work technology has become ever more ap-
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parent during the COVID-19 pandemic. Data centres securely store and manage the data which 
keeps much of our information-based economy and society moving.

27/07/2021WRD01400Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRD0150042. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the last occasion on which a Department-wide review of all funding within his 
Department took place; the frequency of such reviews; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40633/21]

27/07/2021WRD01600Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): As part of the programme of Public Sector Review following on from the financial crash, 
a process of Comprehensive Spending Reviews was instigated for all Government Depart-
ments. The first round of such Reviews were conducted over the budgetary period 2012-2014. 
The second such round of Reviews covered the period 2015 to 2017. My Department used both 
these series of Reviews to review expenditure across all of our programmes so as to ensure that 
the best value for money was being achieved from the public monies provided to our Vote.

Aside from the series of Comprehensive Spending Reviews, the public sector reform pro-
gramme also introduced a series of rolling, selective reviews to cover the totality of Govern-
ment spending. The Spending Review process allows for the systematic examination of exist-
ing spending programmes to assess their effectiveness in meeting policy objectives and also 
to identify scope for re-allocating funding to meet expenditure priorities. My Department has 
engaged intensively with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and particularly 
with Irish Government Economic and Evaluation Service (IGEES) of that Department in the 
various Spending Review rounds since their inception. As parts of these Reviews, evaluations 
of a number of the Department’s programmes have been carried out by both the Department and 
by IGEES.  The Reports of these evaluations can be accessed on the IGEES website.

Aside from the foregoing reviews, my Department regularly engages with the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform in relation to the various programmes being funded through 
our Vote.

It is important that Government Departments systematically examine their spending pro-
grammes to assess their effectiveness in meeting policy objectives and achieving the best value 
for money. My Department is fully committed to doing so through the aforementioned Spend-
ing Reviews and related processes.

27/07/2021WRD01700Data Centres

27/07/2021WRD0180043. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment if the 2018 Government policy statement on the role of data centres in the enter-
prise strategy has been assessed in the context of projected energy demand, climate emissions 
and environmental impacts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40664/21]

27/07/2021WRD01900Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): In June 2018, my Department published the ‘Government Statement on the Role of Data 
Centres in Ireland’s Enterprise Policy’, which sets out the strategic importance of data centres 
to Ireland’s overarching enterprise policy and attracting foreign investment in the ICT sector. 
The Statement was developed following an agreement of the Government, in October 2017, 
to create a strategic policy framework to support the continued development of data centres in 
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Ireland. The Government Statement highlights that data centre presence in Ireland raises our 
visibility internationally as a technology-rich, innovative economy. This in turn places Ireland 
on the map as a location of choice for a broad range of sectors and activities which are increas-
ingly reliant on digital capabilities including manufacturing, animation, retail, medical devices 
and financial services.

The Statement itself acknowledges that, as large consumers of electricity, data centres also 
pose challenges to the capacity of our electricity grid and the future planning and operation of a 
sustainable power system. It commits that enterprise policy will seek to ensure that any down-
side costs of growing energy demand are minimised by encouraging data centre investments in 
regions where we have infrastructure capacity to facilitate investments of this scale, and where 
they contribute to regional development and create high quality, sustainable jobs. 

The ‘Government Statement on the Role of Data Centres in Ireland’s Enterprise Policy’ does 
not include a detailed analysis of the requirements of our electricity infrastructure or renewable 
energy targets, as these necessarily require a wider technical analysis, beyond one sector, and 
are more appropriately the work of Eirgrid, ESB Networks, their regulator the Commission for 
Regulation of Utilities, and electricity policy broadly under the Department of Environment, 
Climate and Communications. 

My Department and I are acutely aware of the challenges that significant electricity demand 
growth poses for the management of Ireland’s grid, and in particular the capacity constraints 
faced in the Dublin region as a result of demand growth, principally from data centres. Recent 
public consultations from Eirgrid (‘Shaping Our Electricity Future’) and the Commission for 
Regulation of Utilities (‘Proposed Direction to the System Operators related to Data Centre 
Grid Connections’) demonstrate an appropriate, timely, and planned approach to managing 
these challenges on the part of the organisations tasked with delivering and managing our elec-
tricity grid. My Department continues to work pro-actively and constructively with these bod-
ies and all stakeholders to ensure that Ireland is planning appropriately for new demand in the 
context of national electrification and decarbonisation ambitions, facilitating the energy needs 
of a growing enterprise base including our data centre sector, and ensuring that we are stimulat-
ing future energy markets and infrastructure that will deliver smart and competitively priced 
services for all electricity customers.

27/07/2021WRD02000Flexible Work Practices

27/07/2021WRD0210044. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment if he will provide an update on the remote working strategy implementation; if his at-
tention has been drawn to initiatives such as remote hubs in Sneem, County Kerry; his views on 
the potential of further similar hubs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40678/21]

27/07/2021WRD02200Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): My Department is driving the implementation of the National Remote Work Strategy. 
Published on January 15th, 2021, the Strategy aims to ensure that remote work is a permanent 
feature in the Irish workplace the maximises economic, social and environmental benefits.

The Strategy contains 15 actions to progress remote work into the future. Each action has 
been attributed actors for its delivery and a deadline of Q1, 3, or 4 of this year. Lead actors 
report progress on the actions to the Interdepartmental Group (IDG) on Remote Work. This 
IDG has met twice to date this year. At these meetings it was established that good progress is 
underway to achieving the actions by their deadlines. The IDG will meet again in September to 
further drive the implementation of the Strategy. 
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There is a strong focus on hubs under Pillar 2 of the Strategy. Actions under this Pillar in-
clude investing and mapping in the national hub infrastructure. DRCD lead the National Hub 
Network. On July 22nd, they announced €8.8 million in funding for 117 projects across Ireland 
as part of the Connected Hubs Call. This investment will support the ongoing development of 
ConnectedHubs.ie, which already has 113 hubs using the platform and 408 hubs mapped na-
tionally.

Furthermore, the number of hubs identified through the Western Development Commis-
sion’s hub discovery process has increased to 505. These are in the process of being verified 
before they are mapped on connectedhubs.ie/nationalhubsmap.html. This interactive map pro-
vides useful information in relation to each of the hubs and the services that are available at 
each site. 

27/07/2021WRD02300Flexible Work Practices

27/07/2021WRD0240045. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment his plans to give workers a right to work remotely in co-operation with their employ-
ers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40697/21]

27/07/2021WRD02500Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): On 1 April, the Tánaiste launched a public consultation to put the right to 
request remote working into law. Introducing the right to request remote working will provide 
a clear framework around which requesting, approving or refusing remote work can be based.

The closing date for receipt of submissions was Friday 7 May.  The consultation has been 
reviewed by officials in tandem with a review of international best practice on the matter, which 
will inform the deliberative process in drafting the proposed legislation.

The intention is to introduce a mechanism for employees to request remote working which 
is fair to all and does not place an undue burden of costs on employers. 

It is recognised that not all sectors, organisations, occupations, or particular roles within an 
enterprise, will be suitable for remote working.  Therefore, even in cases where employers want 
to facilitate workers and be as flexible as possible, it will not always be an appropriate or suit-
able option. The Government will take a balanced approach with the new legislation.

The current plan is to prepare the general scheme of a Bill by end of Quarter 3 2021, with a 
view to having the Heads of the Bill finalised, published and progressed through the Houses as 
soon as possible thereafter.

27/07/2021WRD02600EU Directives

27/07/2021WRD0270046. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the status of Ireland’s position on the EU Digital Services and the Digital Markets 
Acts. [40895/21]

27/07/2021WRD02800Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Robert Troy): As part of the European Digital Strategy, Shaping Europe’s Digital Future, the 
European Commission published its proposals for a Digital Services Act  and Digital Markets 
Act  on 15 December 2020. These proposals aim to create a safer digital space in which the 
fundamental rights of all users of digital services are protected; and establish a level playing 
field to foster innovation, growth, and competitiveness, both in the European Single Market and 
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globally.

The Digital Services Act proposal seeks to ensure the best conditions for the provision of 
innovative digital services in the internal market, to contribute to online safety and the protec-
tion of fundamental rights, and to set a robust and durable governance structure for the effective 
supervision of providers of intermediary services. The Digital Markets Act introduces rules for 
platforms that act as “gatekeepers” in the digital sector. The Digital Markets Act builds on the 
horizontal Platforms-to-Business Regulation and sets out harmonised rules defining and pro-
hibiting unfair practices by these platforms and provides for an enforcement mechanism based 
on market investigations. 

This Department has engaged in an extensive cross-Government collaboration of relevant 
departments and a wider national stakeholder consultation on both proposals, including a public 
consultation for stakeholders in January 2021 and ongoing bilateral consultations with com-
panies and regulators during the negotiation process to date. The submissions received have 
contributed to the preparation of Ireland’s formal negotiating position on the proposal.

Ireland welcomes the Digital Services Act proposal and the fact that the Act builds upon the 
core principles of the e-Commerce Directive, particularly the country-of-origin principle, as 
well as its harmonising approach to the issue of notice and takedown and the arrangements for 
cross border co-operation that it puts in place. 

We also welcome that the proposal seeks to contribute to online safety and the protection 
of fundamental rights, and to provide for the effective supervision of providers of intermediary 
services especially those that have been seen to play such a key role in providing much needed 
information in time of crisis. It is important that this information can be relied upon and the 
measures contained in the proposal are intended to ensure that this is the case. 

It is important that this Regulation continues to provide the clarity for business that the e-
Commerce Directive has done for the past twenty years whilst promoting innovation. The ap-
proach proposed for the removal of illegal content online and the method of co-ordinating the 
resolution of cross border complaints to ensure that clarity is maintained needs to be considered 
carefully.

Officials in this Department are currently considering a compromise text for the Digital 
Services Act published in June 2021. 

Ireland agrees with the problem definition as defined in the Digital Markets Act and fully 
supports the high-level objectives outlined therein. To deliver on these objectives however, the 
regulatory regime must be agile, flexible and future-proofed to meet the challenges posed by 
contemporary digital markets. We do feel there are areas of the Digital Markets Act proposal 
where improvements are necessary to ensure the obligations proposed are proportionate and 
for it to provide the optimal level of legal and regulatory certainty for all affected stakeholders.

The Commission have set a schedule to have a general approach on both proposals agreed 
by November 2021.

27/07/2021WRD02900Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRD0300047. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment if he will take steps to address claims that retail workers are being docked pay or 
required to stay back late to account for time taken to receive a Covid-19 vaccine during a work 
shift; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40984/21]
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27/07/2021WRD03100Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): COVID-19 vaccinations are an extremely important public health measure 
in the fight against the spread of COVID-19 in the community and in workplaces. 

I would encourage workers to engage with their employer in the first instance once they are 
assigned a vaccination appointment to explore all options available to enable them to receive 
the vaccination should it fall during working time. I would also encourage all employers to be 
as flexible and supportive as possible with a view to maintaining good employment relation-
ships over the long term.

While there is no provision under occupational safety and health legislation to obligate em-
ployers to give employees time-off to avail of COVID-19 vaccinations, employers should bear 
in mind that in offering employees time off to facilitate COVID-19 vaccinations they are, in 
fact, ensuring that the greatest level of workplace safety against COVID-19 can be maintained 
in their business.  Facilitating workers to avail of COVID-19 vaccination appointments will 
greatly assist in the recovery of individual businesses and of the wider economy.

Statutory and contractual employment terms apply in relation to the payment of wages. The 
Payment of Wages Act 1991 regulates how wages and salaries are paid and what deductions 
may be made from same.  Under this Act, an employer is not permitted to make deductions from 
an employee’s wages unless the deduction is authorised under the contract of employment, re-
quired by statute or is made with the prior written consent of the employee. Failure to pay all or 
part of the wages due to an employee is considered an unlawful deduction and a complaint can 
be made under the Payment of Wages Act, 1991 to the Workplace Relations Commission. Com-
plaints should be made using the online complaint form available on workplacerelations.ie.

27/07/2021WRD03200Foreign Direct Investment

27/07/2021WRD0330048. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the full details of the recent IDA acquisition of two large sites in County Louth, one 
in Drogheda and one in Dundalk; the cost of each site; the exact locations of each; the proposed 
plans for each site; if he will provide any other relevant details; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41040/21]

27/07/2021WRD03400Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy Leo Varad-
kar): IDA Ireland recently announced that it has acquired two landbanks in Co Louth.  The land 
acquisitions, with a combined total of 149 acres, situated at the townland of Killally, in Dundalk 
and Mell in Drogheda form part of IDA’s long term strategic plans to position Louth and the 
wider North East region to compete for Foreign Direct Investment (FDI). 

The cost to acquire each site is commercially sensitive information. IDA Ireland engaged 
accredited agents to act on its behalf and is satisfied that the prices agreed are in alignment with 
expected market opinion and conditions. 

The timely provision of appropriate, cost-effective property and infrastructure solutions to 
meet the needs of MNCs remains essential to winning FDI. IDA’s regional property programme 
ensures the continued supply of land, buildings and infrastructure in regional locations to meet 
the needs of current and prospective clients.  A robust property and infrastructure ecosystem 
can be the key differentiator in winning FDI projects.  IDA Ireland is pleased to have acquired 
these two landbanks enhancing the offering in the North East.  Over the last five years, IDA’s 
Regional Property Programme enabled the winning of capital-intensive projects of significant 
scale to regional locations. IDA will continue to work with commercial property developers and 
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Local Authorities to market other property solutions where they exist.

The FDI performance in the North East Region has been strong over the past five years with 
employment growing among IDA clients within the Engineering & Industrial Technologies, 
Medical Technologies, Technology, International Financial Services and Life Sciences sectors. 
Co. Louth is home to 30 IDA Ireland client companies employing more than 4,372 people. In 
recent years, IDA Ireland supported companies including WUXI, Wasdell, Almac, PCI Pharma 
Services, Amazon Web Services and Simply NUC have announced investments and expansions 
for Co. Louth which has driven the demand for property solutions.   

27/07/2021WRD03500Health and Safety

27/07/2021WRD0360049. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment the full year 2022 budget for Health and Safety Authority inspections. [41261/21]

27/07/2021WRD03700Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): The Exchequer allocation for the Health and Safety Authority for 2022 has 
not yet been determined.

The 2021 Exchequer allocation for the Health and Safety Authority is €24.75m which cov-
ers pay, pension and non-pay costs. This allocation enables the Health and Safety Authority to 
deliver on a broad remit of work across a wide mandate which includes occupational health and 
safety, chemical safety, market surveillance and national accreditation. 

In the area of occupational health and safety the Health and Safety Authority is involved 
in the provision of advice, tools, education and support as well as inspection, investigation 
and prosecutions. In any given year the Health and Safety Authority carries out circa 10,000 
inspections and investigations under safety, health and chemicals legislation. The focus on in-
spection and investigation is risk based and evidence led with the highest levels of inspections 
and investigations taking place in construction, agriculture, manufacturing, wholesale and retail 
with written advice, improvement notices and prohibition notices for more serious breaches 
observed. 

The costs associated with the Health and Safety Authority’s inspection function arise in the 
context of both pay and non-pay costs associated with preparation for inspections, carrying out 
of inspections, follow-up to inspections including any enforcement action being pursued.

27/07/2021WRD03800Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRD0390050. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment the specific role the Health and Safety Authority will play in relation to indoor hospi-
tality in respect of enforcement of the regulations on entry to such facilities and in ensuring that 
the workplace conditions are safe for staff; the additional resources which have been provided 
for this purpose; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41281/21]

27/07/2021WRD04000Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): The Health (Amendment) (No.2) Act 2021 provides for the lawful operation 
of certain indoor premises subject to conditions including the provision of a robust and en-
forceable system of verification of the vaccination or COVID-19 recovery status of certain pa-
trons. The Act also provides for “relevant bodies” to designate compliance officers. The Health 
and Safety Authority (HSA) has been named as one of the relevant bodies under the Health 
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(Amendment) (No. 2) Act 2021, the other being the Health Service Executive. 

The HSA will utilise its existing cohort of inspectors to carry out its role under the Health 
(Amendment) (No.2) Act 2021. The main role of the compliance officer will be to establish that 
the operator of an indoor premises covered by the Act has complied with the necessary condi-
tions concerning entry to indoor hospitality.

Fáilte Ireland has produced detailed updated guidelines for the tourism and hospitality sec-
tor to coincide with the re-opening of indoor hospitality and has also developed support materi-
als for hospitality businesses to communicate with their customers, which are available on their 
website. In addition, Fáilte Ireland continues to operate its COVID safety charter.  Businesses 
who sign up to this voluntary charter are subject to spot checks by Fáilte Ireland to confirm that 
the business is complying with all public health protocols and Government Guidelines and that 
all employees have undertaken infection prevention control training.  

The HSA will, of course, continue to address all aspects of worker safety through the Safety, 
Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 as well as COVID-19 specific requirements under the 
Work Safely Protocol. 

Sanction was recently given to the HSA for the recruitment of an additional 12 temporary 
clerical officers in the HSA Workplace Contact Unit. The Workplace Contact Unit has been 
to the forefront in dealing with complaints and queries from employees, employers as well as 
members of the public in relation to compliance with the public health measures set out in the 
Work Safely Protocol. The HSA is currently progressing a recruitment campaign to increase the 
number of staff in inspector roles, with additional inspectors having already joined the HSA in 
the last month.

27/07/2021WRD04025Climate Change Policy

27/07/2021WRD0405051. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications his views on the progress being made towards the  rewetting of industrial bogs and the 
restoration of peatlands, creation of a carbon sink to reduce national greenhouse gas emissions 
from; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40820/21]

104. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications his views on the progress by the State for rewetting of industrial bogs and the restora-
tion of peatlands, creation of a carbon sink to reduce national greenhouse gas emissions from; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40779/21]

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 51 and 104 together.

  The Land Use, Land Use Change and Forestry Regulation ((EU) 2018/841) will apply a 
new EU land-use accounting system for land-use from 2021. Under the new system, emissions 
and removals will be assessed over two consecutive accounting periods, the first from 2021 to 
2025, and the second from 2026 to 2030. 

  The impact of emissions and removals from five out of six land use sectors will be included 
in the new system from 2021 (Managed Cropland, Managed Grassland, Afforestation, Defor-
estation, and Managed Forests), with Member States having the option to include the impact 
of the sixth, Managed Wetlands, in this first period. Ireland has opted to include the impact of 
Managed Wetlands on greenhouse gas emissions and removals from the beginning of 2021. 
This voluntary accounting puts Ireland on a stronger footing for accounting for greenhouse gas 
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emissions and removals and in making the strategic changes required to support the country to 
meet our national, European and international climate change targets. 

  Although land has the potential to absorb large amounts of carbon dioxide, Ireland is cur-
rently a net-emitter from land-use activities, with the EPA reporting net-emissions of 4.8Mt-
CO2eq. in 2018. Wetlands contributed to this position through net-emissions of 2.5MtCO2eq.. 
Almost all peatlands in Ireland have been modified to some degree and require some level of 
management, either to prevent further degradation or to improve and enhance their condition. 

  Factors which will support a reduction of the net emissions from wetlands include:

  - a reduction in peat extraction activity, for example, through the recent cessation of peat 
harvesting by Bord Na Móna; and

  - the restoration and rehabilitation activities planned under the Bord na Móna Enhanced 
Decommissioning, Rehabilitation and Restoration Scheme and other schemes led by the Na-
tional Parks and Wildlife Services. These schemes represent an opportunity to reduce, and over 
time, reverse the emissions of greenhouse gases, restore the wetlands to a carbon sink, enhance 
their biological diversity and water management capacity, as well as providing for a just transi-
tion for the Midlands region.

  In addition to schemes to rehabilitate wetlands and to assist in the delivery of our climate 
ambitions, the Programme for Government has committed to a national land use review. My 
Department, together with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine are evaluating 
the potential climate contributions from land use improvements, to develop a land-use strategy. 
Land-use offers significant potential to sequester additional carbon and may provide a new 
source of family farm income and rural economic benefit.

27/07/2021WRD04100Departmental Schemes

27/07/2021WRD0420052. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications when the recipients of the circular economy innovation grant scheme will 
be announced; when the grants will be awarded; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39113/21]

27/07/2021WRD04300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): I refer to the reply to Question [PQ no. 37381] of 13 July 2021.  
The position is unchanged. 

27/07/2021WRD04400Energy Policy

27/07/2021WRD0450053. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the current status of the energy security review of the State’s electricity and 
natural gas systems; when the review will be completed; when the final report and recommen-
dations will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39114/21]

27/07/2021WRD04600151. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if he will provide the evidence base of the including of increased electrification in 
the heat and transport sectors as a relevant factor in the technical analysis to inform a Review 
of the Security of Energy Supply of Ireland’s Electricity and Natural Gas Systems request for 
tender given EirGrid’s analysis shows increased demand for electricity will come exclusively 
from data centres and not electrification of heat and transport. [41120/21]
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27/07/2021WRD04700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 53 and 151 together. I propose to take Question Nos 53 and 
151 together.

The review of the security of energy supply of Ireland’s electricity and natural gas systems 
is focusing on the period to 2030 in the context of ensuring a sustainable pathway to 2050. 

The review, which is underway, includes a technical analysis which will help inform a pub-
lic consultation. The technical analysis includes identification and examination of the key risks 
to the security of supply in the electricity and natural gas systems; identification of options that 
could address or mitigate these risks in the period to 2030; and appraisal of these options in the 
context of ensuring a sustainable pathway to 2050.  

In carrying out this technical analysis the consultants are having regard to projected elec-
tricity and gas supply and demand. Datacentres will represent an important proportion of this 
electricity demand.  The consultants will have regard to a range of information sources, includ-
ing analyses by gas and electricity Transmission System Operators and the increased climate 
ambition in the Programme for Government to reduce harmful climate emissions in the energy 
sector for heat, transport and electricity.

It is planned that the technical analysis will be published and the public consultation under-
taken in the second half of this year. The methodology of the technical analysis report will be 
set out in order to facilitate the consultation process.  The review, which I expect to complete in 
the first half of 2022, will be submitted to Government. While it is a matter for Government, I 
expect the outcome of the review would then be published. 

27/07/2021WRD04800Environmental Policy

27/07/2021WRD0490054. Deputy Peter Fitzpatrick asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the proposed introduction of a national ban on smoky coal; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39402/21]

27/07/2021WRD05000Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Each year, some 1,300 people die prematurely in Ireland due to air pollution from solid fuel 
burning. It is estimated that there are over 16,200 life years lost, while many people also experi-
ence a poor quality of life due to the associated short, and long-term health impacts of this form 
of pollution. I remain committed to addressing this critical public health and environmental 
challenge through a nationwide ban on smoky coal and enhanced regulation of other solid fuels. 

The recent public consultation, which sought views on how we regulate all solid fuels that 
contribute to air pollution, was the first step in this process. My Department received more 
than 3,500 responses to the technical consultation, survey and questionnaire. A summary of 
the consultation along with the technical submissions are available on the Public Consultation 
webpage of Gov.ie.

Regulations, informed by the consultation process, are currently being drafted, and it is my 
intention to publish a new, legally robust, and evidence-based framework for how we regulate 
all solid fuels in the near future.

27/07/2021WRD05100Electricity Generation

27/07/2021WRD0520055. Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
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nications the status of plans to allow homeowners using solar energy to sell any surplus solar 
energy back to the grid. [39407/21]

27/07/2021WRD05300Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Programme for Government commits to expanding and incentivising micro-generation, in-
cluding solar-PV, to help citizens, farms and businesses generate renewable electricity for their 
own use and to sell any excess electricity back to the grid. Under the Climate Action Plan, a 
Micro-Generation working group, chaired by my Department, is developing an enabling frame-
work for micro-generation which tackles existing barriers and establishes suitable supports 
within relevant market segments.     

My Department outlined proposals for a new Micro-generation Support Scheme in a public 
consultation that closed on 18 February last. A summary report of the submissions received has 
now been published on my Department’s website. Analysis of these submissions will help to 
inform the final scheme design, to be approved and announced later this year.    

While the primary aim of a micro-generation scheme is to enable a household to meet its 
own electricity needs, it is envisaged that a suitable payment for excess electricity generated on 
site and exported to the grid will be available to all renewables self-consumers in the second 
half of 2021, subject to regulatory arrangements, in line with Articles 21 and 22 of Directive 
(EU) 2018/2001 on the promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources. My Depart-
ment is engaging with the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel with a view to transposing these 
Articles into Irish law at the earliest opportunity.    

It is expected that the Commission for Regulation of Utilities will publish a draft framework 
later this year which will outline the details, including eligibility criteria and timescales for in-
troduction, of the Clean Export Guarantee payment for exported renewable electricity, to give 
effect to the above-mentioned articles and allow for the commencement of export payments to 
micro- and small-scale generators.

27/07/2021WRE0010027/07/2021WRE00200Inland Fisheries

27/07/2021WRE0030056. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if his attention has been drawn to a suspected fish killing in Carrigadrohid, County 
Cork in June 2021. [39487/21]

27/07/2021WRE00400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I refer the Deputy to the response to Question No. 57 on 1 July last.

I am happy to provide the Deputy with a copy of the report received from Inland Fisheries 
Ireland (IFI) which was referred to in the previous response.

OBSERVATION/ADVICE NOTE

Iascach Intíre Éireann

Inland Fisheries Ireland

IFI became aware of fish mortalities on the Inniscarra and Carrigadrohid reservoirs, primar-
ily of the rudd species Scardinius erythrophthalmus on 14th June. Investigations by Inland Fish-
eries Ireland Senior Fisheries Environmental Officers found dead rudd washed along the shore 
line in relatively small numbers i.e. c. 50no. The fish are believed to have been post-spawning 
mortalities, with no external signs of disease. Rudd spawn in summer and many subsequently 
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die, a part of their life cycle. Several calls from concerned members of the public were received 
on this issue including calls to the IFI hotline number 1890 34 74 24. IFI welcomes such calls 
as a valuable method of receiving timely information on such issues.

IFI officers launched a boat on to the reservoir on Monday 21st in an attempt to capture 
some lethargic samples to send to the Marine Institute for analysis in order to rule out the possi-
bility of disease among the population. Having searched for several hours, no sample fish were 
detected and therefore no samples were transferred to the Marine Institute.

IFI continue to monitor the situation however at this stage in the absence of any evidence 
of pollution or any other causative agent they have no reason to believe this was anything but 
a natural event.

DATE OUT: 29/06/2021

ANSWERED By:  Sean Long, Director, SWRBD  

27/07/2021WRE00425Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRE0045057. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the current and capital funding allocation for 2021 for the Environmental Protection 
Agency.  [39541/21]

27/07/2021WRE00475Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
As set out in the Revised Estimates for the Public Services for 2021, the overall allocation from 
my Department’s Vote to the Environmental Protection Agency in 2021 is €50,177,000, of 
which €34,656,000 is for current expenditure with the remaining €15,521,000 being allocated 
for capital expenditure.

27/07/2021WRE00500Inland Fisheries

27/07/2021WRE0060058. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications further to Parliamentary Question No. 211 of 13 July 2021, the procedures for reap-
pointment to the board of Inland Fisheries Ireland; if public consultation is involved; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39556/21]

27/07/2021WRE00700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Section 14 (6) of the Inland Fisheries Act 2010 Act provides that any member of Inland Fish-
eries Ireland who completes a term of office is eligible for re-appointment, but may not serve 
more than 2 consecutive terms.   All appointments, including re-appointments, are made in 
accordance with Section 12 of the 2010 Act and with due regard to the Guidelines on Appoint-
ments to State Boards and the Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies.

27/07/2021WRE00800Inland Fisheries

27/07/2021WRE0090059. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if his attention has been drawn to the reason for the closure of the Inland Fisheries 
Ireland Educational outreach programme; the costs associated with the programme in each of 
the years 2016 to 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39578/21]
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27/07/2021WRE01000Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) Educational Outreach Programme is managed and adminis-
tered directly and independently by IFI under the governance of its Board. IFI’s response to the 
Deputy’s query is attached.

OBSERVATION/ADVICE NOTE

Iascach Intíre Éireann

Inland Fisheries Ireland

Inland Fisheries Ireland’s Education and Outreach Programme, which is funded by Dor-
mant Accounts Funding, will continue until the end of 2021, a decision was made by the Board 
of IFI not to apply for Dormant Accounts Funding for 2022 as the focus of IFI going forward 
will be on the core functions of protection, management and conservation of Ireland’s inland 
fisheries and sea angling resources and to maximise their sustainability and natural biodiversity 
as per IFI’s Corporate Plan.

The costs associated with the Inland Fisheries Ireland Education and Outreach Programme 
for the years 2016 to 2020 were as follows:

Year 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Costs €0.00 €23,041.60 €25,000.00 €321,074.09 €476,728.66DATE OUT: 
22/7/2021

ANSWERED By:  Francis O’Donnell & Barry O’Connor

27/07/2021WRE01100Grant Payments

27/07/2021WRE0120060. Deputy Charles Flanagan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the actions being taken to address the backlog for SEAI warmer 
homes grants; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39589/21]

27/07/2021WRE01300154. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the number of persons on the warmer homes scheme waiting list; the current 
estimated time from application to completion of works; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41128/21]

27/07/2021WRE01400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 60 and 154 together. I propose to take Question Nos 60 
and 154 together

The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme delivers a range of energy efficiency measures 
free of charge to low income households vulnerable to energy poverty. To date, over 143,000 
homes have received free upgrades under the scheme and in 2020 the average value of the en-
ergy efficiency measures provided per household was over €14,800. 

There are currently 7,805 people on the Warmer Homes Scheme work programme. SEAI 
data indicates that for homes completed in the first half of 2021, the average time from applica-
tion to completion was almost 26 months. The SEAI has advised me that wait times vary, based 
on the demand for the scheme at the time of application as well as other factors including the 
scale of works to be completed, access to the property, availability of materials and the weather.
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The average wait times have increased significantly in 2021 due to the extensive COVID-19 
related restrictions on construction activity between March and June of 2020 as well as between 
January and April of 2021 when the scheme was fully paused in line with Government guide-
lines.  Wait times have also been negatively impacted by challenges associated with availability 
and longer lead times for materials.  

Funding for SEAI energy poverty retrofit schemes has increased significantly to over €109 
million in 2021, with €100 million allocated to the Warmer Homes Scheme. This is an increase 
of €47 million on the 2020 allocation. I have also secured additional resources this year to ex-
pand the capacity of the SEAI to deliver the scheme. In addition, delivery capacity in the supply 
chain has increased due to a new, broader contractor panel that commenced at the end of 2020.  
Every effort is being made to maximise activity now that construction activity in the residential 
sector has recommenced.

27/07/2021WRE01500Waste Management

27/07/2021WRE0160061. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the level of contact he has had with the domestic waste industry regarding 
waivers being available for persons with health issues and who have to use incontinence prod-
ucts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38601/21]

27/07/2021WRE01700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): My Department has engaged with relevant stakeholders, in-
cluding representative organisations such as Family Carer’s Ireland, Age Action, the Alzheimer 
Society of Ireland, the Irish Wheelchair Association, Spina Bifida Hydrocephalus Ireland, Mul-
tiple Sclerosis Society of Ireland and public bodies such as the National Disability Authority, 
the HSE, the Department of Health and the Department of Social Protection, in an effort to see 
how best to support persons with long-term incontinence with respect to the disposal of medical 
incontinence wear.   Since mid-2017, a range of charging options have operated, which encour-
age householders to reduce and separate their waste. This provides flexibility to waste col-
lectors to develop various service-price offerings that suit different household circumstances. 
Representatives from the waste industry were in positive discussions when a per kilogramme 
charging model was planned, however mandatory per kilogramme ‘pay by weight’ charging 
was not introduced and therefore their participation ended. A Price Monitoring Group (PMG) 
was established in mid-2017 to monitor the on-going cost of residential waste collection to ho-
meowners across Ireland as the ‘flat-rate structure’ was being phased out. While fluctuations in 
prices and service offerings have been observed, the overall trend has been relative price stabil-
ity. Results from the PMG are available on my Department’s website.

In September 2020, Minister Ryan launched a new national waste policy for the period 
2020-2025, A Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy. This plan contains a range of mea-
sures to empower households through enhanced consumer protection requirements. It also en-
visages an enhanced monitoring of the market to ensure continued relative price stability.

27/07/2021WRE01800Broadband Infrastructure

27/07/2021WRE0190062. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications further to Parliamentary Question No. 272 of 21 April 2021, if there are timelines 
in place for the commencement of the build works in the area; and when a property will be con-
nected to broadband (details supplied). [39709/21]
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27/07/2021WRE02000Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications 
(Deputy Ossian Smyth): The Question refers to a premises located in the AMBER area on the 
National Broadband Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map which is available on my Depart-
ment’s website www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER area represents the area to be served by 
the network to be deployed under the NBP State led intervention. I understand that this hous-
ing estate is a relatively new build and that neighbouring areas can access a high speed broad-
band service from commercial operators. The NBI website provides a facility for any premises 
within the intervention area to register their interest in being provided with deployment updates 
through its website www.nbi.ie. Individuals who register with this facility will receive regular 
updates on progress by NBI on delivering the network and specific updates related to their own 
premises as works commence. NBI also has a dedicated email address, reps@nbi.ie, which can 
be used by Oireachtas members for specific queries. I am advised that NBI plan to update their 
website with further details on the NBP rollout plan for all counties, including Waterford, at the 
end of August.   Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing 
high speed broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home net-
work. As of 21 July, 336 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband 
service will be switched on in these locations through service provider contracts managed by 
the Department of Rural and Community Development for publicly accessible sites and the De-
partment of Education for school BCPs. BCP’s are installed at Knockanore Community Centre, 
Modeligo Community Hall, Mount Melleray Community Hall and Ballysaggart Community 
Centre. Further details can be found at nbi.ie/bcp-locations/. 

Whitechurch National School, Faithlegg National School, Ballycurrane National School, 
Fenor National School and Saint Mary’s National School are  connected as part of this initia-
tive. My Department continues to work with the Department of Education to prioritise schools 
with no high speed broadband, within the Intervention Area, for connection over the term of 
the NBP. In this regard, an acceleration of this aspect of the National Broadband Plan was an-
nounced in December which will see some 679 primary schools connected to high speed broad-
band by 2022, well ahead of the original target delivery timeframe of 2026. Further details are 
available on the NBI website at nbi.ie/primary-schools-list/.  

27/07/2021WRE02025Citizens’ Assembly

27/07/2021WRE0205063. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications when the citizens’ assembly for environmental rights will take place; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39715/21]

27/07/2021WRE0206267. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications his plans for a citizens’ assembly on environmental issues; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39829/21]

27/07/2021WRE02075Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 63 and 67 together.

While there is currently no plan to establish a citizens’ assembly specifically focusing on 
environmental rights, the Programme for Government recognises that tackling environmental 
challenges is the responsibility of everyone in society, including the State, industry, the volun-
tary sector, and communities of citizens across the country.

The establishment of a Citizens’ Assembly on Biodiversity will be progressed in accordance 
with the commitment in the Programme for Government.
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In terms of climate change which is the existential environmental challenge that we face, 
a public consultation in relation to the Climate Action Plan, in March 2021, clearly showed 
that among the 3,800 respondents 92% reported a high level of awareness of the risk posed by 
climate change and the need for action.

Following on from the successful piloting of the National Dialogue for Climate Action 
(NDCA) between 2017 to 2019, an enduring structure for a reinvigorated NDCA is close to 
being finalised and will deliver a systematic approach to engagement and activation on climate 
change across all of society in support of the national transition objectives and the Climate Ac-
tion Plan.

The NDCA adopts a person centred model which has three key objectives:

- creating awareness, understanding and engagement on climate change;

- motivating and enabling climate action and improving climate literacy among communi-
ties and citizens;

- promoting self-efficacy and empowering citizens to take climate action and to inform 
policy responses.

The NDCA will function as the coordinating structure facilitating broad citizen and stake-
holder dialogue.  The NDCA will be the key mechanism through which climate actions related 
to public engagement, participation, community action, networking and capacity building ac-
tivities are delivered, giving everyone in society the opportunity to fully engage constructively 
in climate action in a fair, just and equitable manner.

27/07/2021WRE02100Special Areas of Conservation

27/07/2021WRE0220064. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the reason a bye law on the Lough Corrib special area of conservation 000297 
uses the term, managed primarily for the benefit of salmonids, given the addition of the words 
primarily managed is a dilution of the SAC and may impact on the integrity of the SAC; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39760/21]

27/07/2021WRE02300Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Programme for Government contains a commitment to “legislate to designate our Western 
Lakes as salmonid lakes”. These lakes have long been so designated as a matter of policy.     The 
proposed Bye-law, intended to give effect to the commitment, and referred to by the Deputy 
is currently in working draft form. A public consultation on a final draft is due to commence 
shortly and the draft will be publically available at that stage.  All interested stakeholders will 
have an opportunity to make their views known during the consultation period.

In parallel, the Department has tendered for an independent Appropriate Assessment (AA), 
in line with the requirements of the EU Habitats Directive to be undertaken to bring indepen-
dent professional advice to bear on potential impacts of the bye-law on the conservation objec-
tives of the waters concerned. The final draft bye-law will be subject to legal advice.

27/07/2021WRE02400Departmental Functions

27/07/2021WRE0250065. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications further to Parliamentary Question No. 147 of 15 July 2021, if his Department 
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monitors or collects data on mobile phone coverage on either a county or on a State-wide basis; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39811/21]

27/07/2021WRE02600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): As I outlined in my response to Question No. 147 of 15 July, 
the provision of telecommunication services, including mobile phone and broadband services, 
is a matter for the relevant service providers operating in a fully liberalised market regulated by 
the Commission for Communication Regulation (ComReg), as independent Regulator. While 
my Department does not collect data on mobile coverage, the Regulator (ComReg) does and 
has used this data to develop a national outdoor coverage map (available at coveragemap.com-
reg.ie/map), which is a useful tool for all consumers to use to make the best choice of network 
provider. 

27/07/2021WRE02700Broadband Infrastructure

27/07/2021WRE0280066. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications further to Parliamentary Question No. 149 of 15 July 2021, the number of 
premises connected to date in County Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39812/21]

27/07/2021WRE02900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): As I outlined in my reply to Question No. 149 of 15 July, build 
works involving some 2,100 premises in County Mayo are currently underway in the Deploy-
ment Area that covers Castlebar and surrounding townlands including Turlough, Ballyhean, 
Clooneen, Kilhale, Tawnylaheen and Burren. I understand that National Broadband Ireland 
anticipates that by early 2022, these build works will have been completed and these premises 
will be able to order a service and be connected to the NBP network.

  Question No. 67 answered with Question No. 63.

27/07/2021WRE03000Environmental Impact Assessments

27/07/2021WRE0310068. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications further to Parliamentary Question No. 36 of 7 July 2021, if no environmental 
assessments were conducted for any project in connection with the SEAI subsea observatory 
offshore at An Spidéal, Contae na Gaillimhe; the basis on which it is concluded that, there is 
no requirement to undertake environmental assessments for any projects hosted in the subsea 
observatory; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39855/21]

27/07/2021WRE03200Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I have no function in relation to the subsea observatory at An Spidéal, Contae na Gaillimhe. 
The subsea observatory is licensed and managed by the Marine Institute and relevant enquiries 
and questions should be directed to the Department of Agriculture, Food & Marine, which has 
responsibility for the Marine Institute.

27/07/2021WRE03225Waste Management

27/07/2021WRE0325069. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions the estimated revenue that could be raised from a waste recovery levy at €5 a tonne to 
apply to the three key waste recovery options, landfill, incineration and export; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [39911/21]

27/07/2021WRE0326271. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions the estimated yield from introducing an incineration levy at €50, €75 and €100 per tonne 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39920/21]

27/07/2021WRE03275Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): I propose to take Questions Nos. 69 and 71 together.   It should 
be noted that a recovery levy could not be applied to landfill as this is a disposal activity and 
not a waste recovery option. In any event, a landfill levy of €75 per tonne is already in place. 

The information requested regarding recovery levy is not available as the potential yield 
would depend on a wide range of factors including whether any such levy, inter alia: 

- would apply to all recovery operations, of which incineration in just one, or incineration 
only;

- would apply to recovery or incineration activity in Ireland only or to waste exported from 
Ireland for recovery / incineration elsewhere in the EU;

- would be introduced as a standalone measure or in parallel to an increase in landfill levy;

- would include exemptions from the charge - for example, for certain materials or specific 
recovery activities that make beneficial use of waste for landfill engineering. 

National waste statistics are published by the EPA and are available at: www.epa.ie/our-
services/monitoring--assessment/waste/national-waste-statistics/municipal/ 

The Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy contains a range of measures to reform and 
strengthen waste management with a greater focus on prevention. It also sets out a range of ob-
jectives to drive higher recycling rates including the introduction of a recovery levy, which will 
be provided for under the Circular Economy Bill, and a commensurate increase in the landfill 
levy. It should be noted that these measures are intended to effect behavioural change and move 
Ireland higher up the waste hierarchy and not as revenue raising. 

27/07/2021WRE03300Environmental Policy

27/07/2021WRE0340070. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions the estimated revenue that could be raised from raising the landfill levy by €5, €10 and €15 
per tonne respectively in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39912/21]

27/07/2021WRE03500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): Estimated projections are shown in the table below. These are 
based on the actual leviable tonnes of waste to landfill from 2016 – 2019, from the published 
audited accounts available at  www.gov.ie/en/publication/f6b84-environment-fund-accounts/. 
The projected figures are approximate and do not take into account a wide range of variables 
such as varying degrees of behavioural change arising from different levels of increase, late 
interest payments, etc. The figures have been prepared as an approximate forecast only and do 
not necessarily reflect potential future increases to the landfill levy.  
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Year Quantity for 
which Levy Ap-
plies (€75 per 
tonne)

Estimated pro-
jection -addi-
tional €5

Estimated pro-
jection -addi-
tional €10

Estimated pro-
jection -addi-
tional €15

2016    608,388 €48,671,058 €51,712,999 €54,754,940
2017    495,131 €39,610,444 €42,086,097 €44,561,750
2018    250,143 €20,011,432 €21,262,147 €22,512,861
2019    117,127 €9,370,131 €9,955,764 €10,541,398
 

 Question No. 71 answered with Question No. 69.

27/07/2021WRE03600Environmental Policy

27/07/2021WRE0370072. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions the status of the introduction of the coffee cup levy; the estimated yield from a 25 cent levy 
on every disposable coffee cup in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39921/21]

27/07/2021WRE03800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): The necessary legislative basis for the introduction of an en-
vironmental levy on disposable coffee cups is will be provided via the Circular Economy Bill, 
2021. The General Scheme of the Bill was published in May 2021, and the aim is to seek its  
enactment as a priority before the end of this year.     

Precise details regarding scope and rate of the levy on disposable coffee cups will then be 
set out in related secondary legislation, with the intention of bringing the levy into force as early 
as possible in 2022.

 

My Department does not hold any reliable data regarding the current total number of dispos-
able coffee cups used each year, and so cannot provide the requested estimated yield. I would 
however point out that the introduction of this environmental levy is not primarily intended as 
a revenue raising measure, but rather as a means of incentivising increased use of affordable,

re-usable alternatives to disposable coffee cups. Such cups are single use items which rep-
resent an almost entirely avoidable waste stream.

27/07/2021WRE03900Environmental Policy

27/07/2021WRE0400073. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions the estimated yield from a 10 or 25 cent levy on every plastic bottle sold in Ireland, a 10 or 
25 cent levy on every fruit and vegetable sold in plastic and a 10 or 25 cent levy on disposable 
takeaway containers in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39922/21]

27/07/2021WRE04100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): The information requested is not available.    

The Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy, published in September 2020, outlines a 
range of measures that will be implemented over a five year period to address the environmental 
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threat arising from plastic, particularly single use plastics. These include a ban on a range of 
single use plastic products which has been in place since 3rd July 2021 and the introduction of 
a Deposit Return Scheme for plastic bottles in Q3 2022. 

27/07/2021WRE04200Environmental Policy

27/07/2021WRE0430074. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions the estimated yield from expanding the plastic bag levy to include medium-weight plastic 
bags and increasing the tax from 22c to 25c from 1 January 2022, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39923/21]

27/07/2021WRE04400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): In relation to the categories of bags currently subject to the 
plastic bag levy (PBL), based on the levy’s performance in recent years until 31 December 
2020, my Department’s best estimate is that an increase in the rate from 22c to 25c would result 
in an initial additional levy yield in the region of €570,000 per annum. This estimate is calcu-
lated as follows: 

Additional Measure Estimated number of 
bags subject to the 
PBL

Estimated Total  PBL 
Revenue

Estimated increase 
in PBL yield due to 
additional measure

Increase in PBL) rate 
from 22c to 25c

19,000,000 €4.8m €570k

 

It should be noted that PBL yields have been in decline over a number of years in line with 
decreased use of the relevant single use plastic bags. As such, the estimate provided here should 
be treated as highly provisional. I would also point out that the primary function of the levy 
is not to be a revenue raising measure, but rather to incentivise increased use of affordable, 
sustainable alternatives to single-use plastic bags, such bags representing an almost entirely 
avoidable waste stream.

 

In relation to medium weight plastic bags, which I take to be those for which consumers are 
currently charged at least 70c at the point of sale, as these bags are not currently subject to the 
levy my Department holds no information in relation to the number used each year. Therefore 
I cannot provide the requested estimate in relation to any extension of the PBL to cover such 
bags.

27/07/2021WRE04500Departmental Bodies

27/07/2021WRE0460075. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions the agencies and State organisations under his Department that are receiving State funding 
that do not have to declare salaries of employees under the 2016 code of governance; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40034/21]

27/07/2021WRE04700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
All of the bodies under the aegis of my Department that receive State funding  are obliged to 
comply with the Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies  Business and Financial 
Reporting Requirements and publish the required salary details of employees in their annual 
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report and/or financial statements.

Post Office Network

27/07/2021WRE0475076. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations his views on introducing a public service obligation of approximately €17 million per 
annum for the post office network.  [40179/21]

100. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the financial and structural plans being considered and that are in place to protect 
rural post offices and to keep the fabric of rural Ireland intact; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40739/21]

156. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if he will be providing a public service obligation for the post office network; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [41133/21]

Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications 
(Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I propose to take Question Nos. 76, 100 and 156 together.

  An Post is a commercial State body with a mandate to act commercially. It has statutory 
responsibility for the State’s postal service and the post office network. Decisions relating to 
the network, including those in relation to the size, distribution and future of the network are 
operational matters for the Board and management of the company. 

  While it is longstanding Government policy that postal services will not be directly subsi-
dised by the Government, we remain fully committed to a sustainable post office network as a 
key component of the economic and social infrastructure in both rural and urban areas. As with 
any business the post office needs to develop commercial strategies to enable it to grow and 
maintain its relevance for its users.

  A Capital Expenditure programme was approved at Ministerial level which, as part of the 
Company’s commitment to the sustainability of its network, is designed to develop the newer 
elements of An Post’s Financial Services business and mitigate declining core mail volumes 
and revenues on the Retail side of the business. €30m in State funding was made available to 
the company, of which €15 million is to support the renewal of the post office network and a fur-
ther €15 million towards the continued fulfilment of a five-day per week mail delivery service.

Government is committed to working with An Post and postmasters  to ensure that the net-
work continues to play a strong role in delivering State services. An Inter-Departmental Group, 
co-chaired by the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications and the De-
partment of Public Expenditure and Reform, has been established to, inter alia,   examine the 
feasibility of directing more Government business to the post office network. 

  All options will be considered fully to give effect to our commitment to ensuring a sustain-
able and viable post office network, while respecting the commercial mandate of An Post.

27/07/2021WRE04800Electricity Generation

27/07/2021WRE0490077. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions the position regarding the timeline for issuing of payments to homeowners and or private 
citizens under the solar PV scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40199/21]
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27/07/2021WRE05000Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) is responsible for the operation of the 
grant scheme to help homeowners install rooftop solar photovoltaic (PV) equipment. Details 
of eligibility criteria and how to apply are set out on the SEAI website at www.seai.ie. As of 
30 June 2021, 6,718 applications have received grant support under the scheme with €14.7m 
funding provided.Once an Applicant has applied for and received grant approval, they will then 
have 8 months to complete the works and submit a Declaration of Works and other required 
documentation to the SEAI. Grants may only be claimed after the measures are fully completed 
and the company contracted to carry out the works has been paid by or has entered into a fi-
nancing agreement with the homeowner. Due to the popularity of the scheme, the SEAI ask that 
customers allow up to six weeks for the processing of payments, with additional time if an in-
spection is required.More information is available at www.seai.ie/grants/home-energy-grants/
solar-electricity-grant/.

27/07/2021WRE05100Local Authorities

27/07/2021WRE0520078. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the amount of funding that was allocated to each local authority to deal with illegal 
dumping, graffiti and vandalism in each of the years 2015 to 2020; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40214/21]

27/07/2021WRE05300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): The grant schemes of direct relevance are the Anti-Dumping 
Initiative (ADI) and the Anti Litter-Anti Graffiti Scheme (ALAGS).    

The annual ADI, was introduced in 2017 to encourage a collaborative approach between lo-
cal authorities, communities and other State Agencies to tackling the problem of illegal dump-
ing.  Details of funding for the years 2017 - 2020 are available at the link below.  A further €3m 
has been allocated to the Anti-Dumping Initiative in 2021.

www.gov.ie/en/publication/e27ac-anti-dumping-initiative/

The anti-litter grants provided to city and county councils are utilised to fund a   range of 
measures aimed at raising public awareness of the litter issue and promoting anti-litter and 
anti-graffiti activity at a local level. Allocations for the years 2017 - 2020 are set out in the table 
below. A further €745,000 has been allocated in 2021. 

My Department is also providing an additional €5m this year to support additional litter 
infrastructure by local authorities in the context of the Government’s emphasis on an outdoor 
summer. 

Local Authority Name 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Carlow County Council 15,000 15,000 19,000 19,000  16,600  16,600

Cavan County Council 15,000 15,000 19,000 19,000  16,600  16,606

Clare County Council 18,000 18,000 23,000 23,000  20,000  20,000

Cork City Council 28,000 28,000 36,000 36,000  31,400  31,360

Cork County Council 28,000 28,000 36,000 36,000  31,500  31,500

Donegal County Council 20,000 20,000 25,960 26,000  22,700  22,700

Dublin City Council 56,000 56,000 72,000 72,000  63,000  52,257

Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County 28,000 27,442 35,960 35,938  31,500  31,500

Fingal County Council 28000 28,000 36,000 36,000  31,500  31,500

Galway City Council 28000 28,000 36,000 36,000  31,400  31,400

Galway County Council 20,000 20,000 26,000 26,000  22,700  22,700
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Local Authority Name 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Kerry County Council 20,000 20,000 26,000 26,000  22,700  22,700

Kildare County Council 18,000 18,000 23,000 23,000  20,000  20,000

Kilkenny County Council 18,000 17,850 23,000 23,000  20,000  20,000

Laois County Council 15,000 15,000 19,000 19,000  16,600  9,996

Leitrim County Council 12,500 12,500 16,000 16,000  14,000  14,000

Limerick City & County 40,000 40,000 51,000 51,000  44,500  44,500

Longford County Council 12,500 12,500 16,000 16,000  14,000  14,000

Louth County Council 18,000 18,000 23,000 23,000  20,000  20,000

Mayo County Council 18,000 18,000 23,000 23,000  20,000  20,000

Meath County Council 20,000 20,000 26,000 26,000  22,700  22,700

Monaghan County 15,000 15,000 18,900 19,000  16,600  16,600

Offaly County Council 15,000 14,630 13,860 19,000  16,600  16,600

Roscommon County 15,000 15,000 19,000 19,000  16,600  16,600

Sligo County Council 15,000 15,000 19,000 19,000  16,600  16,600

South Dublin County 28,000 28,000 36,000 36,000  31,500  31,500

Tipperary County 33,000 33,000 42,000 42,000  36,500  36,500

Waterford City & County 38,000 33,918 35,391 48,793  42,700  33,320

Westmeath County 15,000 15,000 19,000 19,000  16,600  16,600

Wexford County Council 22,000 22,000 28,000 28,000  24,400  24,400

Wicklow County Council 18,000 18,000 23,000 23,000  20,000  20,000

27/07/2021WRF00200Environmental Policy

27/07/2021WRF0030079. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations if there are plans to introduce a deposit and return scheme for beverage containers in 
County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40290/21]

27/07/2021WRF00400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): The Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy, launched last 
September, sets out a clear roadmap for the introduction of a national Deposit and Return 
Scheme (DRS) for plastic bottles and aluminium cans in the third quarter of 2022. This process 
is well under way with the completion of two public consultations on the design of a DRS for 
Ireland and on the legislative framework to underpin it. The final legislative framework will be 
introduced in the coming weeks.   A working group, chaired by my Department and consisting 
of beverage producers, retailers, eNGOs and waste collectors, has been set up to progress the 
design of the system by the date set out in the Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy. 

27/07/2021WRF00500Broadband Infrastructure

27/07/2021WRF0060080. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications when County Cavan will avail of high-speed broadband throughout the entire county. 
[40357/21]

27/07/2021WRF00700132. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan for County Cavan in 2021; 
the specific measures that will be implemented to offset the delays that have occurred in the 
roll-out to date of this essential infrastructure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40823/21]

27/07/2021WRF00800Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): I propose to take Questions Nos. 80 and 132 together.
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The National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention will be delivered by National 
Broadband Ireland (NBI) under a contract to roll out a high speed and future proofed broadband 
network within the Intervention Area which covers 1.1 million people living and working in the 
over 544,000 premises, including almost 100,000 businesses and farms along with 695 schools. 

There are 42,335 premises in County Cavan of which 26,061  are in the commercial area 
and 16,274 premises are within the NBP Intervention Area. I am advised by National Broad-
band Ireland that, as of 21 July 2021, over 236,000 premises across all counties have been 
surveyed. In County Cavan, premises have been surveyed or surveys are ongoing in the areas 
of Ballinagh, Corlurgan, Araghan, Poles, Caughoo, Belturbet, Killashandra, Butler’s Bridge, 
Ballylennon, Redhills, Gannons Cross, Derryheelan, Castlesaunderson, Townparks, Foalies 
Bridge, Riverrun and Erne Hill. I am advised by NBI that build works in the Cavan area have 
recently been completed and approximately 3,520 premises are passed by fibre and can order a 
high speed broadband connection. 

While substantial progress has been made to date, the Covid 19 pandemic has had an impact 
on the delivery of the fibre network resulting in delays on delivery of aspects of the programme. 
Impacts include challenges with mobilisation of key contractors with restrictions on operations, 
supply chain and logistic delays (both nationally and internationally), as well as the recruitment 
of key personnel as NBI and its contractors scale, up including challenges associated with on-
boarding and training people. Inevitably, like many other organisations, NBI and contractor 
staff are at risk of contracting Covid 19 or may have to restrict their movements as a result of 
being a close contact posing further challenges. My Department has worked closely with NBI 
to put in place a remedial plan under the Contract to address the impacts of the Covid 19 pan-
demic on the project.

Further details are available on specific areas within Cavan through the NBI website which 
provides a facility for any premises within the intervention area to register their interest in be-
ing provided with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie. Individuals who register 
with this facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on delivering the network and 
specific updates related to their own premises when works are due to commence. I am advised 
that NBI plan to update their website with further details on the NBP rollout plan for all coun-
ties including Cavan at the end of August.

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As of 
21 July, 336 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service will 
be switched on through service provider contracts managed by the Department of Rural and 
Community Development for publicly accessible locations and the Department of Education 
for schools. BCPs installed with high speed publicly accessible broadband include Bunnoe 
Community Centre, Mullahoran Community Centre, Glengevlin Community Hall, Templeport 
Community Centre, Drumavaddy Community Centre, Cornafean Community Centre, Gallon-
ray House, Gallonreagh, Kildallan Parish Hall, Castlerahan Community Centre, Killenkere Lei-
sure Centre and Castle Saunderson Scout Centre.

Kilmore National School, Corlea National School, Saint Patrick’s School, Laragh National 
School, Kildallan National School and Greaghrahan National School are installed as part of 
this initiative. My Department continues to work with the Department of Education to prioritise 
schools with no high speed broadband, within the Intervention Area, for connection over the 
term of the NBP. In this regard, an acceleration of this aspect of the National Broadband Plan 
will see some 679 primary schools connected to high speed broadband by 2022, well ahead of 
the original target delivery timeframe of 2026. Further details are available on the NBI website 
at /nbi.ie/primary-schools-list/.
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27/07/2021WRF00900Environmental Policy

27/07/2021WRF0100081. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations if he will lift the restrictions on peat harvesting for 2021 to avoid a shortage of supply in 
2021 and to reduce the further importation of peat from abroad; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40362/21]

27/07/2021WRF01100Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
There is no restriction on peat extraction other than the requirement that operators have the 
necessary consents in place. 

27/07/2021WRF01200Energy Production

27/07/2021WRF0130082. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications his views on whether the new fortress energy project in Tarbert and Ballylongford will 
be important in addressing the projected shortage of energy to meet the basic needs of Ireland 
in the near future; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40442/21]

27/07/2021WRF0140090. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if he will issue guidance to the Commission for Regulation of Utilities that reflects 
the policy position on the importation of fracked gas produced on 18 May 2021; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40661/21]

27/07/2021WRF01500Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 82 and 90 together.

The Programme for Government set out that the Government does not support the importa-
tion of fracked gas and committed to developing a policy statement to establish that approach. 
On 18 May, the Government’s Policy Statement on the Importation of Fracked Gas was pub-
lished and it has been communicated to a number of relevant State bodies including An Bord 
Pleanala and the Commission for Regulation of Utilities.

The policy statement provides that pending the outcome of a review of the security of ener-
gy supply of Ireland’s electricity and natural gas systems being carried out by my Department, it 
would not be appropriate for the development of any LNG terminals in Ireland to be permitted 
or proceeded with. My Department has made, and will continue to make, this position clear to 
developers of potential LNG projects and in response to any consultations with my Department 
that are required as part of planning and permitting processes.

The review of the security of energy supply of Ireland’s electricity and natural gas systems 
is focusing on the period to 2030 in the context of ensuring a sustainable pathway to 2050. The 
review includes a technical analysis which will help inform a public consultation. It is planned 
that the technical analysis will be published and the public consultation undertaken in the sec-
ond half of this year. The review, once completed, will be submitted to Government.

27/07/2021WRF01600Energy Conservation

27/07/2021WRF0170083. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the number of warmer home scheme applications received, completed and 
disallowed in the past three years from applicants in County Clare; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40467/21]
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27/07/2021WRF01800Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme is funded by my Department and administered by 
the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). The scheme delivers a range of energy ef-
ficiency measures free of charge to low income households vulnerable to energy poverty.  To 
date over 143,000 homes have received free upgrades under the scheme, leaving the occupants 
better able to afford to heat their homes to an adequate level. The approximate average value 
of the energy efficiency measures provided to households under the Better Energy Warmer 
Homes scheme was €14,800 in 2020.   A total of €221.5 million in capital funding has been 
provided for SEAI residential and community retrofit schemes in 2021. Of this amount, €109 
million is provided to support lower income households to retrofit their homes, with €100 mil-
lion allocated to the Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme.  This represents an increase of €47 
million on the 2020 allocation for energy poverty schemes and means that almost half of the 
total SEAI residential and community retrofit budget will support people vulnerable to energy 
poverty.  The funding will mean that more households can receive free energy efficiency up-
grades making their homes warmer, healthier and cheaper to run, in line with the Programme 
for Government. 

The information requested by the Deputy in relation to the number of warmer home scheme 
applications received and completed in the past three years for County Clare has been provided 
by the SEAI and is set out in the Table below. SEAI does not record county detail for ineligible 
applications and as such I have provided the nationwide figures:

Warmer Homes 
Scheme (Co. Clare)

2018 2019 2020

New applications 141 92 59
Homes completed 147 68 22
Warmer Homes 
scheme Ineligible** 
Applications Nation-
wide

Not available 324 276

**The SEAI uses the term “ineligible” rather than “disallowed” to classify applications 
which were not successful in meeting the eligibility requirements of the scheme.

It is important to note that the number of retrofits last year were unfortunately, negatively 
impacted by COVID-19 related restrictions. Enhanced COVID restrictions between January 
and April also had a significant impact on activity this year. Every effort is being made to maxi-
mise activity now that construction activity in the residential sector has recommenced.

27/07/2021WRF01900Broadband Infrastructure

27/07/2021WRF0200084. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations the reason a person (details supplied) cannot get broadband at their home; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40530/21]

27/07/2021WRF02100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): The premises referred to in the Question is located in the BLUE 
area on the NBP High Speed Broadband Map which is available on my Department’s website at 
www.broadband.gov.ie. BLUE areas are not included in the State intervention area covered by 
the National Broadband Plan as commercial operators are already providing high speed broad-
band or have indicated future plans to do so. My Department defines high speed broadband as 
a connection with minimum speeds of 30Mbps download and 6Mbps upload. The activities of 
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commercial operators delivering high speed broadband within BLUE areas are not planned or 
funded by the State and my Department has no statutory authority to intervene in that regard.   
Complaints about service provision are a matter to be dealt with between the consumer and the 
service provider in the first instance. If this avenue has been exhausted without a satisfactory 
resolution, the Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg) may be able to assist 
further. ComReg is the independent body that issues licences to broadband service providers 
and investigates complaints to make sure that companies are delivering services in line with 
their licence obligations.

I appreciate people’s frustration when they cannot get minimum broadband speeds, particu-
larly given the heightened importance of connectivity during the Covid-19 pandemic. My De-
partment has investigated the matter raised and has established that a service provider operating 
in the area has plans to roll out high speed broadband to Ballyjamesduff and that the premises 
referred to in the Question is due to be served by this rollout. As this is a commercial operator 
my Department does not have visibility on the dates for the roll out.  

27/07/2021WRF02200Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRF0230085. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the last occasion on which a Department-wide review of all funding within his 
Department took place; the frequency of such reviews; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40634/21]

27/07/2021WRF02400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
As part of the Programme for Government, the Government committed to a review of the Na-
tional Development Plan (NDP) to better reflect the major priorities set out in the Programme 
for Government including, insofar as my Department is concerned: 51% greenhouse gas emis-
sions reductions by 2030 and net zero emissions by 2050; delivery of high speed broadband to 
every home and business in Ireland; major investment in residential retrofit; at least 70% renew-
able electricity on the grid by 2030.  Delivering these commitments will require both public and 
private investment, complimented by taxation, regulatory and behavioural change.     As part 
of that NDP review my Department has completed a comprehensive assessment of the funding 
programmes for which it is responsible and the capital investment required to deliver major 
Government priorities. Exchequer capital investment by the Department over the next decade 
will be set out in the updated NDP which will be published in the coming months. 

Annual exchequer investment by the Department is settled as part of the Budget/Estimates 
process.

27/07/2021WRF02500Broadband Infrastructure

27/07/2021WRF0260086. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if a review of broadband and internet coverage in Dublin identifying blackspots has 
been carried out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40656/21]

27/07/2021WRF02700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention will 
be delivered by National Broadband Ireland (NBI) under a contract to roll out a high speed and 
future proofed broadband network within the Intervention Area which covers 1.1 million people 
living and working in over 544,000 premises, including almost 100,000 businesses and farms 
along with 695 schools.   In July 2019, in order to finalise the mapping exercise required under 
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the State Aid Guidelines on Broadband and to ensure the NBP High Speed Broadband Map was 
up to date, my Department conducted a consultation in relation to the High Speed Broadband 
Map. This consultation sought submissions from operators who wished to have their existing 
high speed broadband networks or plans to invest in high speed broadband networks over the 
following 7 years to be included on the Department’s High Speed Broadband Map. The Map 
shows the areas targeted by commercial operators to provide high speed broadband services and 
the areas included in the State Intervention Area under the National Broadband Plan. The High 
Speed Broadband Map  is available at www.broadband.gov.ie and is colour coded and search-
able by address and Eircode.

This consultation was part of a significant engagement with industry initiated in July 2013 
where my Department engaged in an extensive process of mapping and monitoring broadband 
availability in Ireland. This has been supported by a number of public consultations conducted 
from 2013 to 2019. As part of the 2019 consultation, over 180 submissions were received from 
a variety of stakeholders including 30 from large and small telecoms operators with the remain-
der from local authority broadband officers and members of the public. All operator submis-
sions were fully assessed against my Department’s published assessment criteria and operators 
were informed of the outcome of this assessment in November 2019. The mapping exercise was 
conducted across all counties, including Dublin, to ensure the map is up to date.  

My Department continues to engage with consumers and industry in relation to broadband 
availability. The NBP High Speed Broadband Map is dynamic. This means that the intervention 
area can be updated to reflect new commercial plans, or previous plans that have failed to ma-
terialise. This flexibility allows for an increase or decrease in the number of premises included 
in the State Intervention area, if appropriate to do so. 

27/07/2021WRF02800Data Centres

27/07/2021WRF0290087. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if an assessment of increased demand of data centre on Ireland’s electricity supply has 
been carried out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40657/21]

27/07/2021WRF0300088. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications his plans to ensure that any new data centres will be carbon neutral data centres; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40658/21]

27/07/2021WRF03100103. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of efficiency standards for data centres as outlined in the programme for 
government; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40777/21]

27/07/2021WRF03200148. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the predicted increase in gas demand by data centres by 2030. [41117/21]

27/07/2021WRF03300152. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the reason increased demand for gas, for example, from data centres is not included 
in the relevant factors in the energy security technical analysis request for tender. [41121/21]

27/07/2021WRF03400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 87, 88, 103, 148 and 152 together. 

The Government Statement on the Role of Data Centres in Ireland’s Enterprise Strategy 
(2018) acknowledges the role of data centres as part of the digital and communications infra-
structure for many sectors of our economy.  The statement also notes that data centres pose 
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considerable challenges to the future planning and operation of Ireland’s power system.

EirGrid, Ireland’s electricity transmission system operator, and Gas Networks Ireland, Ire-
land’s natural gas transmission system operator, publish regular projections of electricity and 
natural gas demand which include the impact of data centres on the demand growth in both 
sectors. The gas demand projections include provision for electricity growth as a whole but do 
not differentiate between the sub-sectors of electricity demand.  

The Commission for Regulation of Utilities has statutory responsibility, under S.I. 60 of 
2005, to monitor security of supply of electricity and to take such measures as it considers nec-
essary to protect security of supply. On 8 June 2021, the Commission for Regulation of Utilities 
published a proposed direction related to data centre grid connections. This direction proposes 
to prioritise the processing of data centre applications to connect to the electricity grid based 
on a number of criteria which are focused on security of supply. These criteria include location 
relative to grid constraints, ability to provide onsite dispatchable generation and/or storage and 
the ability reduce consumption when requested by the system operator. A public consultation 
on this direction closed on the 7 July 2021.

In addition, my Department is carrying out a review of the security of energy supply of Ire-
land’s electricity and natural gas systems which is focusing on the period to 2030 in the context 
of ensuring a sustainable pathway to net zero emissions by 2050. The review is considering the 
impact of increased electricity demand, including from data centres.

The Programme for Government commits to developing efficiency standards for equipment 
and processes, particularly those set to grow rapidly, such as data centres. Earlier this year, the 
European Commission adopted Shaping Europe’s Digital Future, which includes an objective 
to foster an open, democratic and sustainable society. Key actions include initiatives to achieve 
climate-neutral, highly energy efficient and sustainable data centres by no later than 2030. The 
EU Ecodesign Regulation on servers and data storage products sets minimum standards around 
the environmental impact of these products and requires that circular economy principles will 
be mandatory for suppliers of this type of equipment, from next year.

My Department is also evaluating policies to encourage the development of renewable ener-
gy projects by the data centre sector to meet their own demand and to contribute to the target set 
out in the Climate Action Plan of meeting 15% of electricity demand through Corporate Power 
Purchase Agreements by 2030. The SEAI launched a public consultation on policy options for 
meeting the target, which closed on 14 April 2021. Based on the consultation feedback and 
other considerations, a recommendations paper on a roadmap for Corporate Power Purchase 
Agreements will be developed later in 2021. We have seen recently a number of unsubsidized 
Corporate Power Purchase Agreements, purchased by data centre operators, in the Irish market 
and I hope we can encourage more. 

  Question No. 88 answered with Question No. 87.

27/07/2021WRF03505Climate Action Plan

27/07/2021WRF0350989. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for the Environment; Climate and Com-
munications if he will provide an update on progress on commitments under the Climate Action 
Plan 2019 in tabular form if possible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40660/21]

27/07/2021WRF03518Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
In March of this year, I published a set of Interim Climate Actions, building on the Climate Ac-
tion Plan 2019. The most recently published quarterly progress report on the Interim Climate 



Questions - Written Answers

54

Actions, which continues the reporting of the Climate Action Plan 2019, shows an average de-
livery rate of approximately 80%. Quarterly reports on the implementation of Climate Action 
Plan 2019 and the Interim Climate Actions can be found at: www.gov.ie/en/publication/55fde-
climate-action-important-publications/. 

The Programme for Government includes a commitment to an average 7% per annum re-
duction in overall greenhouse gas emissions from 2021 to 2030, equivalent to a 51% reduction 
over the decade, and to achieving net zero emissions by 2050, in line with EU ambitions. The 
signing into law of Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act repre-
sents a significant milestone in achieving these climate goals. The Act significantly strengthens 
the overarching climate governance framework, places in law a national climate objective of 
achieving climate neutrality by 2050 at the latest, and embeds a process of carbon budgeting, 
including sectoral emission ceilings. The plans and strategies established on a statutory footing 
under the Act will require that policies are put in place to ensure carbon budget ceilings are not 
breached.  Putting these requirements in legislation places a clear obligation on this and future 
governments for sustained climate action.

Later this year we will publish Climate Action Plan 2021, the first plan adopted under the 
new Act. This will set out the programme of actions to achieve our climate goals.

  Question No. 90 answered with Question No. 82.

27/07/2021WRF03700Electricity Generation

27/07/2021WRF0380091. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if his Department has examined the impact of delays to the preparation of new 
planning regulations regarding solar panels on the delivery of related commitments in the Cli-
mate Action Plan 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40662/21]

27/07/2021WRF03900Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
As part of a Micro-generation Working Group, established under action 30 of the Climate Ac-
tion Plan, there has been extensive engagement between my Department and the Department 
of Housing, Local Government and Heritage on a proposed revision to the exemptions for solar 
installations under the Planning Regulations. The proposed revised exemptions could reduce 
the barriers to micro and small-scale rooftop solar PV and open up exemptions to new building 
types including educational, community and apartment buildings. A Strategic Environmental 
Assessment of the proposed revisions is underway, after which it is expected that the Minister 
for Housing, Local Government and Heritage will bring revised Regulations to the relevant 
Oireachtas Committee later this year.

In the meantime, domestic solar PV capacity in Ireland is continuing to expand. Supports 
for domestic rooftop micro-generation have been in place since July 2018 as part of the solar 
PV scheme administered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI), and applica-
tions in 2021 are increasing at a rate of 75% from 2020. At the end of June this year, 6,718 
applications have received grant support under the scheme. Additionally, estimates based on 
the BER database from the SEAI indicate an installed capacity of 75MW across approximately 
30,000 micro-generators, the majority of which are solar PV installations. 

27/07/2021WRF04000Offshore Exploration

27/07/2021WRF0410092. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
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munications if he will provide information on licences for prospecting and extraction of off-
shore gas granted in the past year in tabular form if possible; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40667/21]

27/07/2021WRF04200Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
No petroleum authorisations for prospecting or extraction have been granted in the past year.In-
formation on all current petroleum authorisations is updated and published on a quarterly basis 
on gov.ie (https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/10d43-acreage-reports-and-concession-maps/). 
The most recent such report was published in respect of the three month period ending 30 
June 2021.In addition, Section 57 of the Petroleum and Other Minerals Development Act 1960 
requires that I lay before the Houses of the Oireachtas every six months a report detailing all 
petroleum authorisations extant and granted during the period of the report. The last such report 
laid before the Houses of the Oireachtas was in respect of the six-month period ending 30 June 
2021.

27/07/2021WRF04300EU Directives

27/07/2021WRF0440093. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if he will provide details of all current and planned legislative amendments and 
statutory instruments in order to give effect to the transposition of the EU Directive 2018/2001 
on the promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40668/21]

27/07/2021WRF04500Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Articles 4 and 6 of Directive (EU) 2018/2001 (‘the recast Renewable Energy Directive’) have 
been transposed into Irish law through the European Union (Renewable Energy) Regulations 
2020 (S.I. 365 of 2020). The European Commission has been notified of the transposition of 
the Articles.    

My Department is working intensively with the Office of Parliamentary Counsel to finalise 
regulations transposing the following Articles, which constitute the majority of the Directive 
which must be transposed into Irish law:

- Articles 7, Annex II and Annex III which provide for the detailed rules for calculating the 
share of energy from renewable sources;

- Articles 3 and 7 which provide for technical rules regarding the operation of support 
schemes;

- Article 19 which provides the legal basis for the issuance of guarantees of origin for elec-
tricity and gas;

- Articles 21 and 22 which provide the legal basis for renewables self-consumers and renew-
able energy communities;

- Articles 25- 28 and Annex IX which provide for rules relating to the calculation of the 
minimum share of energy from renewable transport, which forms a separate sub-target under 
the Directive;

- Articles 29- 31 which provide for detailed rules for the application and administration of 
sustainability and greenhouse gas emissions saving criteria to biofuels, bioliquids and biomass 
fuels.
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A further statutory instrument will be required to transpose, inter alia, Article 16 of the 
Directive, which relates to the permitting and planning of renewable energy installations. Full 
transposition of this Article is complex and is dependant on a number of factors including the 
enactment of the Maritime Area Planning Bill, which will put in place a new legal basis for 
granting consents for offshore renewable energy.

27/07/2021WRF04600Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRF0470094. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if he will provide the breakdown of spending under the Community Benefit Fund 
in local communities this year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40669/21]

27/07/2021WRF04800Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS) is the principal government support vehicle 
to deliver on Ireland’s 70% renewable electricity target by 2030 and it includes provisions for 
community participation and benefit. All projects successful in a RESS auction must establish a 
Community Benefit Fund and the contribution for each project is set at €2 per Megawatt-hour. 
For the first RESS auction alone this means almost €4 million being made available annually 
for the benefit of the local community.    These funds will be aligned to incentivise investment 
in local renewable energy, energy efficiency measures and climate action initiatives in line with 
the UN Sustainable Development Goals, as well as other worthy local causes. It is anticipated 
that the first RESS projects will commence operation by the end of this year following which 
communities can look forward to receiving project dividends in their areas. 

Earlier this month my Department published the RESS Community Benefit Fund Good 
Practice Principles Handbook which lays out how the new funds will be managed and adminis-
tered and the need to ensure community participation in fund decision-making via the establish-
ment of a local committee.

In addition, the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) activated the Community 
Benefit Fund National Register. This register will track all projects and payments made over the 
lifetimes of the Community Benefit Funds and it will be publicly available. This will provide 
clarity and transparency as to how Community Benefit Funds are being allocated in communi-
ties across the country. 

Information in relation to existing community benefit funds is not available in my Depart-
ment. I understand, however, that Wind Energy Ireland publishes details of pre-existing com-
munity benefit funds annually.

27/07/2021WRF04805Environmental Policy

27/07/2021WRF0480995. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for the Environment; Climate and Com-
munications if he will clarify the approach he will take to producing regulations in a transparent 
and consistent manner for determining greenhouse gas emissions to be taken into account for 
carbon budgets in view of amendments to the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development 
(Amendment) Bill 2021 at report stage in Seanad Éireann; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40670/21]

27/07/2021WRF04818Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 2021, establishes a le-
gally binding framework with clear targets and commitments set in law, and provides that the 
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necessary structures and processes are embedded on a statutory basis to ensure Ireland achieves 
its national, EU and international climate goals and obligations in the near and long term.

The Act enacts a number of commitments set out in the Programme for Government, includ-
ing providing that the first two carbon budgets should achieve a 51% reduction in greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2030, and gives statutory effect to a commitment to achieve a climate neutral 
economy by not later than 2050. 

The original Bill introduced to the Oireachtas provided that carbon removals would be taken 
into account as part of our transition to achieve a climate neutral economy. To maximise the 
transparency and legal robustness of the Act, and following further consultation with the Office 
of the Attorney General, it was considered prudent to clarify further the intent of the Bill with 
regard to the use of removals, and more specifically, the process of how they will be determined 
and used in complying with carbon budgets and sectoral emission ceilings. 

The most appropriate and comprehensive statutory approach to achieve this was to provide 
for detailed Statutory Instruments to be prepared by the Government. These Statutory Instru-
ments are currently being prepared. As required by the Act, the Government will have regard to 
the rules applied by the European Union in respect of determining how the removal of green-
house gas emissions may be taken into account, and in particular the method of calculating and 
accounting for such removals, including the base year to be applied to such removals, when 
preparing these Statutory Instruments. I expect to consult with the Advisory Council on Climate 
Change in preparing these regulations.

27/07/2021WRF04822Environmental Policy

27/07/2021WRF0482596. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for the Environment; Climate and 
Communications his views regarding the importance of climate action and awareness in rela-
tion to the RTÉ public service broadcasting charter and services; the current or planned steps 
his Department plans to take together with RTÉ and the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland to 
improve climate awareness, content and programming; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40671/21]

27/07/2021WRF04832Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Programme for Government recognises that we all have a part to play to achieve our cli-
mate goals. We need to ensure that citizens and communities are informed, engaged, and able 
to contribute to delivering on climate action.

In May of this year, my Department held a series of climate conversations, including a broad 
public consultation where we heard from 4,000 people, communities and organisations captur-
ing their views on the climate challenge, how empowered they are to act to combat climate 
change, and what Government needs to do to make it easier to live in a sustainable way. The 
results of that conversation are informing the Climate Action Plan 2021.

Following a pilot in 2017 – 2019, a revised structure for the National Dialogue on Climate 
Action (NDCA) is being finalised and will be published in the coming months. The National 
Dialogue will set out how we will engage in a two-way conversation with the public. We will be 
doing this through large national stakeholder forums, national and local climate conversations, 
and funding innovation at the local level.

My officials have also approached colleagues in the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, 
Gaeltacht, Sport and Media to discuss how the broadcast sector can contribute to promoting 
national climate awareness and engagement.
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27/07/2021WRF04900National Broadband Plan

27/07/2021WRF0500097. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the number of homes that have been connected in County Kerry to date under the 
national broadband plan; the percentage of the overall number of homes in the county that have 
been connected to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40677/21]

27/07/2021WRF0510099. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the number of premises in County Kerry that will be connected to high-speed 
broadband under the national broadband plan; the number and percentage of these that have 
been surveyed for connection to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40693/21]

27/07/2021WRF05200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): I propose to take Questions Nos. 97 and 99 together.

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention will be delivered by National 
Broadband Ireland (NBI) under a contract to roll out a high speed and future proofed broadband 
network within the Intervention Area which covers 1.1 million people living and working in the 
over 544,000 premises, including almost 100,000 businesses and farms along with 695 schools. 

There are 90,408 premises in County Kerry of which 63,413 are in the commercial area 
and 26,995 premises are within the NBP Intervention Area and will be connected to high speed 
broadband under the NBP. I am advised by National Broadband Ireland that, as of 21 July 2021, 
over 236,000 premises across all counties have been surveyed. In County Kerry, 16,382 (c. 61% 
of Kerry premises in the Intervention Area) premises have been surveyed. Surveys are com-
plete or ongoing in the townlands around Killarney including Muckross, Fossa, Kilcummin, 
Lissivigeen, Ballycasheen, Faha, Firies and Ballyhar, in townlands around Tralee including 
Curraheen, Abbeydorney, Kilflynn, Firies, Castlemaine, and Ardfert, and in  Rathmore, Knock-
nacopple, Mounthorgan, Kilquane Upper, Barraduff, Cloonteens, Gneevgullia, Tureenamult, 
Renasup, Castlegregory, Aughacasla, Camp, Knockbrack, Maum, Lougher, Inch, Annascaul, 
Derrygorman, Ballyglasheen, Brackluin, Ballintarmon, Drom, An Clochan, Kilshannig, Faha-
more, Candeehy, Breanainn, Ballyheigue, Glenderry, Ladywell, Banna, Lerrig, Ballymacan-
drew, Causeway, Foxfort, Ballymacaquinn, Ballincloher, Dromartin and Beenconeen. 

Build works have commenced in the areas around Tralee in Curraheen, Abbeydorney, Kil-
flynn, Firies, Castlemaine and Ardfert. Pre-build works have commenced in the Killarney area. 
I am advised by NBI that it expects premises in these areas to be passed and available for con-
nection towards the end of 2021 and in early 2022.. 

While substantial progress has been made to date, the Covid 19 pandemic has had an impact 
on the delivery of the fibre network resulting in delays on delivery of aspects of the programme. 
Impacts include challenges with mobilisation of key contractors with restrictions on operations, 
supply chain and logistic delays (both nationally and internationally), as well as the recruitment 
of key personnel as NBI and its contractors scale, up including challenges associated with on-
boarding and training people. Inevitably, like many other organisations, NBI and contractor 
staff are at risk of contracting Covid 19 or may have to restrict their movements as a result of 
being a close contact posing further challenges. My Department has worked closely with NBI 
to put in place a remedial plan under the Contract to address the impacts of the Covid 19 pan-
demic on the project.

Further details are available on specific areas within Kerry through the NBI website which 
provides a facility for any premises within the intervention area to register their interest in being 
provided with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie . Individuals who register 
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with this facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on delivering the network and 
specific updates related to their own premises when works are due to commence. I am advised 
that NBI plan to update their website with further details on the NBP rollout plan for all coun-
ties including Kerry at the end of August.  

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As of 
21 July, 336 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service will 
be switched on through service provider contracts managed by the Department of Rural and 
Community Development for publicly accessible locations and the Department of Education 
for schools. BCPs installed with high speed publicly accessible broadband include Gneeveguil-
la (Tureencahill), Chapeltown, Railway Station Heritage Centre And Community Space, Inch 
Community Centre, Cillín Liath, Saint Fiachna’s Church, Kielduff Community Centre and Ca-
ble Station.

Dunloe Upper, Boheeshil National School and Coars National School are installed as part of 
this initiative. My Department continues to work with the Department of Education to prioritise 
schools with no high speed broadband, within the Intervention Area, for connection over the 
term of the NBP. In this regard, an acceleration of this aspect of the National Broadband Plan 
will see some 679 primary schools connected to high speed broadband by 2022, well ahead of 
the original target delivery timeframe of 2026. Further details are available on the NBI website 
at https://nbi.ie/primary-schools-list/.

Forestry Sector

27/07/2021WRF0520998. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for the Environment; Climate and Com-
munications the impact which the failure to reach an average of 8,000 ha per annum of newly 
planted forest as outlined in the Climate Action Plan 2019 will have on Ireland’s climate mitiga-
tion plans; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40686/21]

27/07/2021WRF05218Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Forestry plays an important role in climate change mitigation by removing carbon dioxide 
from the atmosphere, substituting materials made from non-renewable fossil fuels, and storing 
carbon in long lived timber products. Ireland has increased the area under forest to 11% today, 
and these forests are already making a significant contribution to our national climate targets.

Afforestation rates have declined in recent years and have not matched the 8,000 ha per 
annum target set out in the Climate Action Plan 2019. Although afforestation over the next 
10 years will contribute to achieving compliance against our 2030 climate targets, the forests 
planted within the last 30 years will provide the majority of the sequestration over this decade. 
Given the lead time for newly planted forests to become significant carbon sinks, we must en-
sure that afforestation rates match and exceed current levels over the next ten years and out to 
2050 as we strive for climate neutrality.

The changes in the forest sink over time are due to a number of factors such as age, class, 
stock, levels of deforestation, and harvesting and forest management practices.

 Question No. 99 answered with Question No. 97.

Question No. 100 answered with Question No. 76.

27/07/2021WRF05350Air Quality
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27/07/2021WRF05400101. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment; Climate and Com-
munications if he will put in place plans to develop a real-time monitoring system for air quality 
with live alerts to minimise exacerbations and sudden ill-health of those with underlying condi-
tions through education and awareness of current levels; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40775/21]

27/07/2021WRF05500Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The National Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Programme, operated by the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, has undergone significant investment and expansion in recent years, with the 
number of monitoring stations increasing from 30 in 2017 to 95 today. 

All monitoring stations collect air quality data for a range of pollutants in order to provide 
information to the public, and for assessment against European legal limit values and World 
Health Organisation guideline values. Real-time data from these monitoring stations is avail-
able online at all times at www.airquality.ie, and the air quality readings are illustrated accord-
ing to the Air Quality Index for Health (AQIH).

While Ireland has traditionally focused on measurements from monitoring stations to assess 
air quality, there is a need to provide more local air quality information throughout the country. 
The intention is that the information generated through monitoring, will be augmented by a 
newly developed modelling and forecasting capability, which will provide an ongoing air qual-
ity forecast service to the public. 

This work is being developed as part of a new EU LIFE funded project called LIFE EM-
ERALD, which commenced in January 2021. By 2024, this modelling project will deliver a 
national air quality forecast, a near real-time nowcast, and historical modelled maps along with 
multiple awareness raising and citizen engagement elements.

In the interim, a further expansion of the network is scheduled during 2021 and 2022 to 
include another 15 stations, giving a 110 station network, and serving to increase the evidential 
base required to inform the policy measures necessary to improve the quality of our air.

27/07/2021WRF05550Air Quality

27/07/2021WRF05600102. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment; Climate and Com-
munications if he will immediately lower legal levels of air pollution to bring them in line with 
those recommended by the WHO; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40776/21]

27/07/2021WRF05700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Overall air quality in Ireland is good, with significant reductions in the levels of most pollutants 
recorded over the past three decades. Building on the progress that has been made to date, our 
ambition is to ensure that even greater improvements are realised in the years to come. 

The national Clean Air Strategy, currently being finalised by my Department, will commit 
us to further cutting levels of the most damaging and dangerous pollutants in order to meet the 
current guideline limits recommended by the World Health Organisation (WHO). The Strategy 
will also identify and promote the integrated measures and actions across Government that are 
required to reduce air pollution and promote cleaner air, while delivering on wider national 
objectives.

Where exceedance of the WHO air quality guideline value levels have been observed, these 
have been primarily due to the burning of solid fuel in our cities, towns and villages. Each year, 
some 1,300 people die prematurely in Ireland due to air pollution from solid fuel burning. It is 
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estimated that there are over 16,200 life years lost, while many people also experience a poor 
quality of life due to the associated short, and long-term health impacts of this form of pollu-
tion. I remain committed to addressing this critical public health and environmental challenge 
through a nationwide ban on smoky coal and enhanced regulation of other solid fuels.

The recent public consultation, which sought views on how we regulate all solid fuels that 
contribute to air pollution, was the first step in this process. My Department received more 
than 3,500 responses to the technical consultation, survey and questionnaire. A summary of 
the consultation along with the technical submissions are available on the Public Consultation 
webpage of Gov.ie.

Regulations, informed by the consultation process, are currently being drafted, and it is my 
intention to publish a new, legally robust, and evidence-based framework for how we regulate 
all solid fuels in the near future.

Question No. 103 answered with Question No. 87.

Question No. 104 answered with Question No. 51.

27/07/2021WRG00300National Broadband Plan

27/07/2021WRG00400105. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Naul area of north 
County Dublin as of July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40780/21]

27/07/2021WRG00500106. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Oldtown area of north 
County Dublin as of July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40781/21]

27/07/2021WRG00600107. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Rolestown area of 
north County Dublin as of July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40782/21]

27/07/2021WRG00700108. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Garristown area of 
north County Dublin as of July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40783/21]

27/07/2021WRG00800109. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Ballyboughal area of 
north County Dublin as of July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40784/21]

27/07/2021WRG00900110. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Rush area of north 
County Dublin as of July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40785/21]

27/07/2021WRG01000111. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Lusk area of north 
County Dublin as of July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40786/21]

27/07/2021WRG01100112. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Donabate area of 
north County Dublin as of July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40787/21]

27/07/2021WRG01200113. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
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nications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Portrane area of north 
County Dublin as of July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40788/21]

27/07/2021WRG01300Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): I propose to take Questions Nos. 105 to 113, inclusive, together.

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention will be delivered by National 
Broadband Ireland (NBI) under a contract to roll out a high speed and future proofed broadband 
network within the Intervention Area which covers 1.1 million people living and working in the 
over 544,000 premises, including almost 100,000 businesses and farms along with 695 schools. 

There are 619,127 premises in County Dublin of which 605,431 are in the commercial area 
and 13,696 premises are within the NBP Intervention Area. I am advised by National Broad-
band Ireland that, as of 21 July 2021, some 236,000 premises across all counties have been 
surveyed. In County Dublin, premises have been surveyed or surveys are ongoing in the areas 
of Skerries, Balbriggan, Castleknock, Blanchardstown, Clonsilla, Ongar, Chapelizod, Ballyfer-
mot, Cabra, Bluebell and Finglas. Network build is in progress in the area covering Skerries 
and I am advised by NBI that it expects premises in this area to be passed and available for 
connection in the first half of 2022. 

The areas of Oldtown, Rolestown, Ballyboughal, Donabate and Portrane referred to by the 
Deputy are located in the Donabate/Portrane Intervention Area. The areas of Naul, Rush and 
Lusk are located in the Lusk Intervention Area and the area of Garristown is located in the 
Dunshaughlin Intervention Area. Surveys are planned by NBI for these areas and they will be 
provided with access to high speed broadband under the National Broadband Plan.

While substantial progress has been made to date, the Covid 19 pandemic has had an impact 
on the delivery of the fibre network resulting in delays on delivery of aspects of the programme. 
Impacts include challenges with mobilisation of key contractors with restrictions on operations, 
supply chain and logistic delays (both nationally and internationally), as well as the recruitment 
of key personnel as NBI and its contractors scale, up including challenges associated with on-
boarding and training people. Inevitably, like many other organisations, NBI and contractor 
staff are at risk of contracting Covid 19 or may have to restrict their movements as a result of 
being a close contact posing further challenges. My Department has worked closely with NBI 
to put in place a remedial plan under the Contract to address the impacts of the Covid 19 pan-
demic on the project.

Further details are available on specific areas within Dublin through the NBI website which 
provides a facility for any premises within the intervention area to register their interest in be-
ing provided with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie. Individuals who register 
with this facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on delivering the network and 
specific updates related to their own premises when works are due to commence. I am advised 
that NBI plan to update their website with further details on the NBP rollout plan for all coun-
ties including Dublin at the end of August.

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As of 
21 July, 336 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service will 
be switched on through service provider contracts managed by the Department of Rural and 
Community Development for publicly accessible locations and the Department of Education 
for schools. BCPs installed with high speed publicly accessible broadband include Man O War 
GAA Club, Fingal Ravens GAA Club, Glenasmole Community Centre, Newbridge House and 
Farm, Tyrrelstown Community Centre and Stars of Erin GAA / Dublin Mountain Community 
Centre.
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Balscadden National School is installed as part of this initiative. My Department continues 
to work with the Department of Education to prioritise schools with no high speed broadband, 
within the Intervention Area, for connection over the term of the NBP. In this regard, an accel-
eration of this aspect of the National Broadband Plan will see some 679 primary schools con-
nected to high speed broadband by 2022, well ahead of the original target delivery timeframe of 
2026. Further details are available on the NBI website at nbi.ie/primary-schools-list/. 

27/07/2021WRG02200National Broadband Plan

27/07/2021WRG02300114. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Kilmeague area of 
County Kildare as of July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40789/21]

27/07/2021WRG02400115. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Allen area of County 
Kildare as of July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40790/21]

27/07/2021WRG02500116. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Milltown area of County 
Kildare as of July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40791/21]

27/07/2021WRG02600117. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Robertstown area 
of County Kildare as of July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40792/21]

27/07/2021WRG02700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): I propose to take Questions Nos. 114 to 117, inclusive, together.

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention will be delivered by National 
Broadband Ireland (NBI) under a contract to roll out a high speed and future proofed broadband 
network within the Intervention Area which covers 1.1 million people living and working in the 
over 544,000 premises, including almost 100,000 businesses and farms along with 695 schools. 

There are 96,038  premises in County Kildare of which 81,952 are in the commercial area 
and 14,086 premises are within the NBP Intervention Area. I am advised by National Broad-
band Ireland that, as of 21 July 2021, some 236,000 premises across all counties have been 
surveyed. In County Kildare, premises have been surveyed or surveys are ongoing in the areas 
of Killashee, Oughterard, Naas Rural, Rathmore, Kill, Kilteel, Carnalway, Gilltown, Ballymore 
Eustace, Bodenstown, Naas Urban, Newtown, Donaghcumper, Athy, Coneyboro, Aughaboura, 
Ballinapark, Castlemitchell, Bert, Kilberry, Kilkea, Leixlip, Celbridge and Maynooth. Areas 
which are close to the Wicklow border have commenced build works as part of the  Blessing-
ton Deployment Area. The areas of Kilmeague, Allen, Milltown and Robertstown   referred to 
by the Deputy are located in the Curragh Camp Intervention Area and I am advised by NBI that 
surveys are now complete in these areas. 

While substantial progress has been made to date, the Covid 19 pandemic has had an impact 
on the delivery of the fibre network resulting in delays on delivery of aspects of the programme. 
Impacts include challenges with mobilisation of key contractors with restrictions on operations, 
supply chain and logistic delays (both nationally and internationally), as well as the recruitment 
of key personnel as NBI and its contractors scale, up including challenges associated with on-
boarding and training people. Inevitably, like many other organisations, NBI and contractor 
staff are at risk of contracting Covid 19 or may have to restrict their movements as a result of 
being a close contact posing further challenges. My Department has worked closely with NBI 
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to put in place a remedial plan under the Contract to address the impacts of the Covid 19 pan-
demic on the project.

Further details are available on specific areas within Kildare  through the NBI website which 
provides a facility for any premises within the intervention area to register their interest in being 
provided with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie. Individuals who register 
with this facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on delivering the network and 
specific updates related to their own premises when works are due to commence. I am advised 
that NBI plan to update their website with further details on the NBP rollout plan for all coun-
ties including Kildare at the end of August.

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As of 
21 July, 336 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service will 
be switched on through service provider contracts managed by the Department of Rural and 
Community Development for publicly accessible locations and the Department of Education 
for schools. BCPs installed with high speed publicly accessible broadband include Crookstown 
Further Education and Training and Community Centre, Bigstone Community Hall and Lully-
more Heritage Park.

Saint David’s National School and Rathmore National School are installed as part of this 
initiative. My Department continues to work with the Department of Education to prioritise 
schools with no high speed broadband, within the Intervention Area, for connection over the 
term of the NBP. In this regard, an acceleration of this aspect of the National Broadband Plan 
will see some 679 primary schools connected to high speed broadband by 2022, well ahead of 
the original target delivery timeframe of 2026. Further details are available on the NBI website 
at nbi.ie/primary-schools-list/. 

27/07/2021WRG03100National Broadband Plan

27/07/2021WRG03200118. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Kanturk area of north 
Cork as of July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40793/21]

27/07/2021WRG03300119. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Freemount area of north 
Cork as of July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40794/21]

27/07/2021WRG03400120. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Lismire area of north 
Cork as of July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40795/21]

27/07/2021WRG03500121. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Newmarket area of 
north Cork as of July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40796/21]

27/07/2021WRG03600122. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Cullen area of north 
Cork as of July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40797/21]

27/07/2021WRG03700123. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Millstreet area of north 
Cork as of July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40798/21]
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27/07/2021WRG03800124. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Ballydesmond area 
of north Cork as of July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40799/21]

27/07/2021WRG03900125. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Kiskeam area of north 
Cork as of July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40800/21]

27/07/2021WRG04000126. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Charleville area of 
north Cork as of July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40801/21]

27/07/2021WRG04100127. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Castlemagner area of 
north Cork as of July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40802/21]

27/07/2021WRG04200128. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Banteer area of north 
Cork as of July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40803/21]

27/07/2021WRG04300129. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan in the Knocknagree area of 
north Cork as of July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40804/21]

27/07/2021WRG04400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): I propose to take Questions Nos. 118 to 129, inclusive, together.

The National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention will be delivered by National 
Broadband Ireland (NBI) under a contract to roll out a high speed and future proofed broadband 
network within the Intervention Area which covers 1.1 million people living and working in the 
over 544,000 premises, including almost 100,000 businesses and farms along with 695 schools. 

There are 274,505 premises in County Cork of which 194,836 are in the commercial area 
and 79,669 premises are within the NBP Intervention Area. I am advised by National Broad-
band Ireland that, as of 21 July 2021, over 236,000 premises across all counties have been 
surveyed. In County Cork, premises have been surveyed or surveys are ongoing in the areas of 
Midelton, Cullen, Templebreedy, Carrigaline, Ballyfoyle, Douglas, Ballyphehane, Glasheen, 
Mahon, Kilpatrick, Ballydesmond, Kiskeam, Umeraboy, Knocknagree, Rineen, Cullen, Coo-
linarna, Millstreet, Hollymount and Caherbarnagh. Main works ongoing in Carrigaline, Foun-
tainstown, Ballinhassig, Monkstown and Upper Rochestown with pre-build works underway in 
Midleton. 

The first fibre to the home connections are successfully connected in Carrigaline and Ca-
van. I am advised by NBI that, as of 21 July over 10,000 premises are passed in Counties Cork, 
Cavan, and Galway and available for order and pre-order. Of these 3,197 are in Cork. As the 
programme continues to build momentum this figure is expected to grow month on month. In 
total over 19,000 premises can pre-order via retail service providers (RSPs) in Counties Cork, 
Cavan, Galway and Limerick.

Kiskeam, Cullen, Ballydesmond, and Knocknagree are located in the Rathmore Interven-
tion Area.  I am advised by NBI that surveys are currently complete in these areas.   The area of 
Millstreet is covered by adjacent Intervention Areas of Carriganimmy and Rathmore; the areas 
of Kanturk, Castlemagner and Banteer are located in the Kanturk Intervention Area; the areas of 
Freemount, Lismire and Newmarket are located in the Meelin Intervention Area; and Charlev-
ille is located in the Charleville Intervention Area. Surveys are planned by NBI for these areas 
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and they will be delivered with access to high speed broadband under the National Broadband 
Plan ensuring that no premises will be left behind 

While substantial progress has been made to date, the Covid 19 pandemic has had an impact 
on the delivery of the fibre network resulting in delays on delivery of aspects of the programme. 
Impacts include challenges with mobilisation of key contractors with restrictions on operations, 
supply chain and logistic delays (both nationally and internationally), as well as the recruitment 
of key personnel as NBI and its contractors scale, up including challenges associated with on-
boarding and training people. Inevitably, like many other organisations, NBI and contractor 
staff are at risk of contracting Covid 19 or may have to restrict their movements as a result of 
being a close contact posing further challenges. My Department has worked closely with NBI 
to put in place a remedial plan under the Contract to address the impacts of the Covid 19 pan-
demic on the project.

Further details are available on specific areas within Cork through the NBI website which 
provides a facility for any premises within the intervention area to register their interest in be-
ing provided with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie. Individuals who register 
with this facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on delivering the network and 
specific updates related to their own premises when works are due to commence. I am advised 
that NBI plan to update their website with further details on the NBP rollout plan for all coun-
ties including Cork at the end of August.

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As 
of 21 July, 336 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service 
will be switched on through service provider contracts managed by the Department of Rural 
and Community Development for publicly accessible locations and the Department of Educa-
tion for schools. BCPs installed with high speed publicly accessible broadband include Bal-
lydaly Community Hall, Aubane Community Centre, Glash Community Centre, Mealagh Val-
ley Community Centre, Clogagh Community Hall, Castletownkenneigh Community Centre, 
Aghabullogue Community Centre, Whitechurch Community Centre, T.O. Park Labbamollaga, 
Bere Island Heritage Centre, Sherkin Island Community Hall, Coláiste Phobal Cléire, Laharn 
Heritage Centre, Courtbrack Community Centre, Lissavard Community Centre and Ballindan-
gan Community Centre.

Ballycroneen National School and Clogagh National School are installed as part of this 
initiative. My Department continues to work with the Department of Education to prioritise 
schools with no high speed broadband, within the Intervention Area, for connection over the 
term of the NBP. In this regard, an acceleration of this aspect of the National Broadband Plan 
will see some 679 primary schools connected to high speed broadband by 2022, well ahead of 
the original target delivery timeframe of 2026. Further details are available on the NBI website 
at nbi.ie/primary-schools-list/. 

  Question No. 121 answered with Question No. 118.

  Question No. 122 answered with Question No. 118.

  Question No. 123 answered with Question No. 118.

  Question No. 124 answered with Question No. 118.

  Question No. 125 answered with Question No. 118.

  Question No. 126 answered with Question No. 118.
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  Question No. 127 answered with Question No. 118.

  Question No. 128 answered with Question No. 118.

  Question No. 129 answered with Question No. 118.

27/07/2021WRH01100Telecommunications Infrastructure

27/07/2021WRH01200130. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the outcome of recent discussions he and his Department have had with the Com-
mission for Communications Regulation regarding the need to ensure proper access to telecom-
munications services nationwide both for mobile telephony and broadband services; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40821/21]

27/07/2021WRH01300131. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the measures that will be implemented to ensure access to high-quality telecom-
munications connectivity throughout the State, which is essential to support social and eco-
nomic development; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40822/21]

27/07/2021WRH01400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): I propose to take Questions Nos. 130 and 131 together. 

The provision of telecommunication services, including mobile phone and broadband ser-
vices, is a matter for the relevant service providers operating in a fully liberalised market regu-
lated by the Commission for Communication Regulation (ComReg), as independent Regulator. 

Obligations in relation to mobile coverage are set out in licences granted by Comreg to the 
mobile operators and ComReg advises that the current minimum coverage obligations are be-
ing exceeded considerably by all operators.  ComReg is currently managing the next spectrum 
award process for wireless broadband services and commissioned studies and technical reports 
to inform its approach to the award process and the consideration of appropriate coverage and 
rollout obligations in that context.  These studies are available at www.comreg.ie

In relation to mobile coverage, ComReg has developed a national outdoor coverage map 
(available at https://coveragemap.comreg.ie/map), which can help consumers choose the net-
work provider that best meets their needs for where they live, work and travel. ComReg has 
also published the results of tests carried out on mobile/smartphone handsets currently available 
in Ireland (available at https://www.comreg.ie/publication/mobile-handset-performance-data). 
These findings will further allow consumers to make informed decisions based on the handsets 
which best address their needs.

A combination of commercial investment and State led intervention will ensure access to 
high speed broadband in every part of the country no matter how remote. Of the 2.4 million 
premises across Ireland, 77% of premises now have access to high-speed broadband of more 
than 30 Mbps. The National Broadband Plan will address the remaining premises and will pro-
vide a high speed and future proofed broadband network within the Intervention Area which 
covers 1.1 million people living and working in over 544,000 premises, including almost 
100,000 businesses and farms along with 695 schools. The NBP network will offer users a 
high speed broadband service with a minimum download speed of 500Mbps from the outset. A 
number of commercial operators have also announced further investment plans in high-speed 
broadband. Eir has said it will roll out fibre to a further 1.4 million premises, bringing its fibre 
deployment to some 1.8 million premises. SIRO is currently completing the first phase of its 
fibre deployment which will see 375,000 premises passed with gigabit services. Virgin Media 
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is offering 250Mbps as a standard offering with higher speeds available to many of its custom-
ers across more than 1 million premises. Many other network operators and telecom service 
providers across the State also continue to invest in their networks.

  Question No. 132 answered with Question No. 80.

27/07/2021WRH01700National Broadband Plan

27/07/2021WRH01800133. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of the roll-out of the national broadband plan for County Monaghan in 
2021; the specific measures that will be implemented to offset the delays that have occurred in 
the roll-out to date of this essential infrastructure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40824/21]

27/07/2021WRH01900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): The National Broadband Plan (NBP) State led Intervention 
will be delivered by National Broadband Ireland (NBI) under a contract to roll out a high speed 
and future proofed broadband network within the Intervention Area which covers 1.1 million 
people living and working in the over 544,000 premises, including almost 100,000 businesses 
and farms along with 695 schools.

There are 33,465 premises in County Monaghan of which 18,133  are in the commercial 
area and 15,332  premises are within the NBP Intervention Area. I am advised by National 
Broadband Ireland that, as of 21 July 2021, over 236,000 premises across all counties have been 
surveyed. In County Monaghan, premises have been surveyed or surveys are ongoing in the 
areas of Cornacassa, Cortolvin, Ballybay,  Stranooden,  Drumcru, Stonebridge, Tiernahinch, 
Clones, Annalore, Kileevan, Drumullan, Newbliss, Cumber, Scotshouse, Clonowla, Clonagore 
and Clonooney.  Surveying is complete in Emyvale, Clones and Carrickmacross. Build is pro-
gressing well in the Monaghan area and NBI have informed the Department that circa 1,170 
premises will be passed in Monaghan and will be able to place orders for connections in the 
coming months.

While substantial progress has been made to date, the Covid 19 pandemic has had an impact 
on the delivery of the fibre network resulting in delays on delivery of aspects of the programme. 
Impacts include challenges with mobilisation of key contractors with restrictions on operations, 
supply chain and logistic delays (both nationally and internationally), as well as the recruitment 
of key personnel as NBI and its contractors scale, up including challenges associated with on-
boarding and training people. Inevitably, like many other organisations, NBI and contractor 
staff are at risk of contracting Covid 19 or may have to restrict their movements as a result of 
being a close contact posing further challenges. My Department has worked closely with NBI 
to put in place a remedial plan under the Contract to address the impacts of the Covid 19 pan-
demic on the project.

Further details are available on specific areas within Monaghan through the NBI website 
which provides a facility for any premises within the intervention area to register their interest 
in being provided with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie. Individuals who 
register with this facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on delivering the 
network and specific updates related to their own premises when works are due to commence. 
I am advised that NBI plan to update their website with further details on the NBP rollout plan 
for all counties including Monaghan at the end of August.

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
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broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As of 21 
July, 336 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service will be 
switched on through service provider contracts managed by the Department of Rural and Com-
munity Development for publicly accessible locations and the Department of Education for 
schools. BCPs installed with high speed publicly accessible broadband include Latton Resource 
Centre, Carn Resource Centre, Tullycorbet Parish Hall, Ballybay Wetlands, Corduff Commu-
nity Centre, Corcaghan Community Centre, Saint Alphonsus Community Hall, Mullyash Com-
munity Centre, Tannagh Outdoor Education Centre, Latton O’Rahilly Gaelic Football Club, 
O’Ralaigh Community Centre, Geraldines GAA Club, Monaghan GAA Centre of Excellence 
and St. Patrick’s Accommodation Centre.

Drumcorrin National School, Drumgossatt National School, Saint Brigids National School, 
Annalitten National School, Connons National School and Saint Mary’s School are installed as 
part of this initiative. My Department continues to work with the Department of Education to 
prioritise schools with no high speed broadband, within the Intervention Area, for connection 
over the term of the NBP. In this regard, an acceleration of this aspect of the National Broad-
band Plan will see some 679 primary schools connected to high speed broadband by 2022, well 
ahead of the original target delivery timeframe of 2026. Further details are available on the NBI 
website at https://nbi.ie/primary-schools-list/.

27/07/2021WRH02000Digital Hubs

27/07/2021WRH02100134. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications if it will be ensured that section 15(6)(c) of the Digital Hub Development 
Agency Act 2003 be observed and that a representative of the local community will be ap-
pointed by him with immediate effect to replace the previous representative whose term expired 
on 2 June 2021 (details supplied). [40883/21]

27/07/2021WRH02200Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): The board of the Digital Hub Development Agency (DHDA) 
will have an important role in giving effect to the Government Decision to dissolve the DHDA 
and to transfer the properties to the Land Development Agency (LDA). It is expected that the 
orderly wind down of the DHDA could be completed by mid-2022 and the wind down will ad-
dress, inter alia, the needs of the staff of the DHDA, client companies and communications with 
the local communities. The term of the Local Community Representative to the Board expired 
last month and notwithstanding the potentially short period of any future appointment, arrange-
ments will be made  to identify suitable candidates from the community to be considered for 
appointment to the board. 

27/07/2021WRH02300International Bodies

27/07/2021WRH02400135. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the percentage of the total EU contribution to the Energy Charter Treaty secretariat 
Ireland’s contribution represents. [40893/21]

27/07/2021WRH02500136. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications if his Department has conducted a risk assessment of liabilities arising from 
potential legal challenges under the ISDS mechanisms of the Energy Charter Treaty. [40894/21]

27/07/2021WRH02600137. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications if his Department has conducted a risk assessment of liabilities arising from 
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potential legal challenges under the ISDS mechanisms of the Energy Charter Treaty. [40896/21]

27/07/2021WRH02700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 135 to 137, inclusive, together.

The Energy Charter Treaty is a multilateral agreement that provides a framework for trade 
and investment in the energy area. It was signed in 1994 by nearly 50 countries, including all 
EU member states, and most countries from eastern Europe, central Asia, and Japan. The key 
provisions of the Energy Charter Treaty concern the protection of investment, trade in energy 
materials and products, transit and dispute settlement.

Ireland’s annual contribution in 2021 to the Energy Charter Secretariat was €36,441, or ap-
proximately 0.93% of the total Energy Charter Secretariat budget. Regarding the EU proportion 
Ireland pays 1.8% of the overall EU contribution of €2,026,474.

This Department is liaising closely in all matters relating to the Energy Charter Treaty with 
EU partners, but has not yet conducted a risk assessment of liabilities arising from potential 
legal challenges under the ISDS mechanisms of the treaty. EU governments and the European 
Commission are negotiating an update to the Energy Charter Treaty’s terms at present and that 
process is expected to continue for some time yet.

27/07/2021WRJ00200Cybersecurity Policy

27/07/2021WRJ00300138. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the plans for the National Cyber Security Centre following the completion of the 
capacity review; the expected timeframe for the implementation of the recommendations; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40989/21]

27/07/2021WRJ00400Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): Following the completion of the Capacity Review, the Gov-
ernment has agreed to a range of important measures including:   An increase in the staffing 
complement of the NCSC from 25 to 45 staff over the next 18 months, and to 70 within 5 years;

- the re-advertisement of the role of Director of the NCSC at a salary of €184,000 (Deputy 
Secretary level) to reflect the scale and importance of the role and to attract experienced can-
didates;

- the establishment of a cyber security graduate training programme in the NCSC starting 
in 2021, with four computer science graduates recruited each year on contracts of three years 
duration;

- Legislation to be drafted to establish the NCSC on a statutory basis with a set of formal 
powers and a legal mandate; 

- the development of a single HQ for the NCSC which will provide the required security 
infrastructure and capacity;

- the preparation of a 5 year technology strategy for the NCSC.

27/07/2021WRJ00500National Broadband Plan

27/07/2021WRJ00600139. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
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munications the way a company (details supplied) plans to catch up on the Covid-19 related 
delays to the roll-out of the National Broadband Plan; the expected timeframe for these works; 
the connection figures it is working to; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40991/21]

27/07/2021WRJ00700140. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the plan in relation to the acceleration of the National Broadband Plan; the way the 
roll-out will move from a six to seven year plan to a four to five year plan; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40992/21]

27/07/2021WRJ00800141. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications when the complete roll-out plan for the National Broadband Plan for all premises 
across the State will be available given the Covid-19 related delays and the statements regard-
ing acceleration of the National Broadband Plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40993/21]

27/07/2021WRJ00900Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): I propose to take Questions Nos. 139, 140 and 141 together.

Despite the unprecedented challenges presented by the Covid-19 pandemic, National 
Broadband Ireland has made steady progress on delivery of the new high speed fibre broadband 
network under the National Broadband Plan. I am advised by National Broadband Ireland that 
as of 21 July over 236,000 premises have been surveyed across all counties. Main Fibre Build 
works are underway in 25 Deployment Areas covering a total of 92,000 premises. The first 
fibre to the home connections are successfully connected  and I am advised by NBI that, as of 
21 July, over 10,000 premises are passed in Counties Cork, Cavan and Galway and available 
for order and preorder. As the programme continues to build momentum this figure is expected 
to grow month on month. In total over 19,000 premises can preorder via retail service providers 
(RSPs) in Counties Cork, Cavan, Galway and Limerick. 

Further details are available on specific areas through the NBI website which provides a 
facility for any premises within the intervention area to register their interest in being provided 
with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie. Individuals who register with this 
facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on delivering the network and specific 
updates related to their own premises when works are due to commence. I am advised that NBI 
plan to update their website with further details on the NBP rollout plan for all counties at the 
end of August.

While substantial progress has been made to date, the Covid 19 pandemic has had an im-
pact on the delivery of the fibre network resulting in delays on delivery of aspects of the pro-
gramme. Impacts include challenges with mobilisation of key contractors with restrictions on 
operations, supply chain and logistic delays (both nationally and internationally), as well as the 
recruitment of key personnel as NBI and its contractors scale, up including challenges associ-
ated with on-boarding and training people. Inevitably, like many other organisations, NBI and 
contractor staffs are at risk of contracting Covid 19 or may have to restrict their movements as 
a result of being a close contact posing further challenges. My Department has worked closely 
with NBI to put in place a remedial plan under the Contract to address the impacts of the Covid 
19 pandemic on the project. As a result of this plan, NBI now expects to pass just under 60,000 
premises by the end of 2021. NBI has committed to putting in place mitigation measures to ad-
dress the impact of the pandemic on the programme to date. 

In line with the Programme for Government NBI and my Department are also engaged in a 
review of potential measures that can be taken to accelerate the network rollout in parallel with 
the measures required to mitigate delays arising as a result of Covid-19. My Department is cur-
rently engaging with NBI to explore the feasibility of accelerating aspects of the NBP rollout to 
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establish the possibility of bringing forward premises which are currently scheduled in years 6 
and 7 of the current plan to an earlier date. Minister Ryan has recently written to NBI seeking 
to put the acceleration of the programme on a contractual footing. This will require detailed 
technical, commercial and financial analysis and these considerations are underway. 

I expect to be in a position to bring an update to Government on progress on delivery of the 
NBP and the potential for acceleration in the Autumn.

  Question No. 140 answered with Question No. 139.

  Question No. 141 answered with Question No. 139.

27/07/2021WRJ01200National Broadband Plan

27/07/2021WRJ01300142. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications his current or future engagements with telecommunications and broadband pro-
viders regarding interim solutions for areas at the later end of the National Broadband Plan 
roll-out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40994/21]

27/07/2021WRJ01400143. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if he will establish a clearing house for telecommunications and broadband com-
panies to offer interim solutions for premises at the later end of the roll-out of the National 
Broadband Plan ensuring they have all the information they need to make informed decisions in 
relation to connectivity and potential future infrastructure projects; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40995/21]

27/07/2021WRJ01500144. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if he will establish a clearing house for premises at the later end of the roll-out of 
the National Broadband Plan to assist premises in exploring their broadband and connectivity 
options ensuring they have all the information they need to make informed decisions; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40996/21]

27/07/2021WRJ01600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): I propose to take Questions Nos. 142, 143 and 144 together.

The NBP Contract allows National Broadband Ireland (NBI) to explore alternative tech-
nologies if they are deemed necessary to assist delivery of the contract requirements. In doing 
so NBI must ensure that any alternative technologies utilised do not negatively impact on hav-
ing a reliable and robust network available for all premises within the Intervention Area and 
that minimum contracted speeds are achieved. These considerations are a matter for NBI in the 
first instance given its responsibility to deliver the State led intervention under the contract with 
the State.

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As 
of 15 July, 335 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service 
will be switched on through service provider contracts managed by the Department of Rural 
and Community Development for publicly accessible locations and the Department of Educa-
tion for schools. These will assist communities to quickly get free public access to high speed 
broadband in advance of the main deployment under the NBP. The planned BCP locations are 
in places of community importance, including schools, library hubs, local sports facilities and 
other public places.
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In relation to mobile coverage, ComReg has developed a national outdoor coverage map 
(available at coveragemap.comreg.ie/map), which can help consumers choose the network 
provider that best meets their needs for where they live, work and travel. ComReg has also 
published the results of tests carried out on mobile/smartphone handsets currently available in 
Ireland (available at comreg.ie/publication/mobile-handset-performance-data). These findings 
will further allow consumers to make informed decisions based on the handsets which best 
address their needs. ComReg is currently managing the next spectrum award process for wire-
less broadband services. This spectrum will enable mobile operators to further enhance their 
services throughout the country. 

The work of the Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce has successfully targeted actions 
that support the rollout of telecommunications infrastructure in rural areas. Key achievements 
of the Taskforce to date have included: 

 Over 1,000 km of ducting installed nationwide, enabling operators to expand their networks 
along the road network route. 

- The revision of the Guidelines for Managing Openings in Public Roads (the ‘Purple Book’) 

- Removal of development contributions and the introduction of planning exemptions for 
new telecoms technology, enabling infrastructure rollout where previously not considered vi-
able. 

- A single centralised process and online resource for road opening licences to facilitate 
deployment. 

- The launch of a series of pilot projects nationwide to tackle blackspots.

The future work programme of the Taskforce, which is currently being finalised, will seek 
to build on the work to date, against the backdrop of the rollout of the NBP, together with 
the significant recent and ongoing investment by commercial operators and the spectrum award 
process that is being managed by ComReg at this time. 

  Question No. 143 answered with Question No. 142.

  Question No. 144 answered with Question No. 142.

27/07/2021WRJ01900National Broadband Plan

27/07/2021WRJ02000145. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the number of premises currently connected through the roll-out of the National 
Broadband Plan by county in tabular form; the number of premises yet to be connected; the pro-
jected yearly figures for connection; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40997/21]

27/07/2021WRJ02100Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): Despite the unprecedented challenges presented by the Co-
vid-19 pandemic, National Broadband Ireland has made steady progress on delivery of the 
new high speed fibre broadband network under the National Broadband Plan. I am advised 
by National Broadband Ireland that as of 21 July over 236,000 premises have been surveyed 
across all counties. Main Fibre Build works are underway in 25 Deployment Areas covering a 
total of 92,000 premises.   The first fibre to the home connections are successfully connected in 
Carrigaline, Co Cork, Cavan and Galway. I am advised by NBI that, as of 21 July over 10,000 
premises are passed in Counties Cork, Cavan and Galway. As the programme continues to build 
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momentum this figure is expected to grow month on month. 

NBI is a wholesale provider which means it makes the  network available to Retail Service 
Providers (RSPs) to connect and provide the service to end users. There are now 45 RSPs 
signed up to offer services on the NBI network to customers across Ireland, which will create 
greater competition, choice and value to consumers. RSPs are actively selling on the NBI Net-
work with over 19,000 premises now available for order and preorder through local broadband 
service providers. 

NBI will only connect end users once orders are placed with retail service providers. There 
can be a significant time lag from the time premises are passed with fibre to when an end user 
might seek a connection to their home. This can be for many reasons - end users may be tied 
into contracts for up to two years with their current providers, some homes may be unoccupied 
for periods of time, some end users simply take more time than others before they decide to 
seek a connection. Ultimately, NBI expect the majority of homes and businesses in each de-
ployment area to be connected within the next five to 10 years as demand for fibre ramps up and 
as the legacy copper network is switched off across the State.

NBI expects to pass circa 60,000 premises by the end of 2021. While substantial progress 
has been made to date, the Covid 19 pandemic has had an impact on the delivery of the fibre 
network resulting in delays on delivery of aspects of the programme. Impacts include chal-
lenges with mobilisation of key contractors with restrictions on operations, supply chain and 
logistic delays (both nationally and internationally), as well as the recruitment of key person-
nel as NBI and its contractors scale, up including challenges associated with on-boarding and 
training people. Inevitably, like many other organisations, NBI and contractor staff are at risk 
of contracting Covid 19 or may have to restrict their movements as a result of being a close 
contact posing further challenges. My Department has worked closely with NBI to put in place 
a remedial plan under the Contract to address the impacts of the Covid 19 pandemic on the 
project. Consequently and in light of ongoing discussions regarding the potential to accelerate 
the programme, targets for the remaining years of the programme are subject to further discus-
sion and negotiation. 

Further details are available on specific areas through the NBI website which provides a 
facility for any premises within the intervention area to register their interest in being provided 
with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie. Individuals who register with this 
facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on delivering the network and specific 
updates related to their own premises when works are due to commence. I am advised that NBI 
plan to update their website with further details on the NBP rollout plan for all counties at the 
end of August.

27/07/2021WRJ02200Horticulture Sector

27/07/2021WRJ02300146. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications if arrangements will be made without delay to meet with a group (details supplied) 
due to the serious difficulties that have arisen for the horticulture and mushroom sector; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [41046/21]

27/07/2021WRJ02400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
My officials met with representatives of the horticulture and mushroom sector on Friday, 23 
July. This meeting mainly focused on the serious difficulties facing professional growers due to 
lack of supply of horticultural grade peat, and the need for any proposed solutions to be fully 
compliant with the requirements of the EU Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive.   
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I would like to thank the attendees for their constructive engagement with my Department, and 
to fully acknowledge that the problems facing their sectors are in no way of their own making.

It is not open to the State to simply set aside the requirements of EU law in relation to previ-
ously unauthorised industrial scale peat extraction. However, Friday’s meeting did identify a 
limited number of measures, in relation to smaller scale sites (i.e. less than 30Ha), which could 
potentially support some resumption of professional horticultural grade peat production.

My Department will continue to work with all stakeholders, including other relevant Gov-
ernment Departments, to help find feasible solutions for the horticulture and mushroom sectors, 
which are important national industries and which provide significant employment and contrib-
ute to Ireland’s food security.

27/07/2021WRJ02500Natural Gas Grid

27/07/2021WRJ02600147. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the status of upgrades to the Moffat pipeline. [41116/21]

27/07/2021WRJ02700Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Irish gas network is primarily supplied by two entry points, the ‘Corrib’ entry point in 
County Mayo and via two interconnectors from a single source at the ‘Moffat’ entry point in 
Scotland.  Gas Networks Ireland’s Summer Outlook 2021, which is published on its website, 
sets out that Corrib is expected to supply circa 31% of daily summer demand in 2021, covering 
the period April to October 2021, with the balance of gas demand to be met by imports from 
Moffat.   Upgrades to the interconnector system are an operational matter for Ireland’s gas 
Transmission System Operator Gas Networks Ireland (GNI) and its subsidiary GNI UK.  Tariff 
related expenditure used to fund upgrades to this regulated asset is subject to the approval of the 
Commission for Regulation of Utilities, Ireland’s independent energy regulator.  

The first interconnector pipeline was constructed in the early 1990s and the second in-
terconnector was constructed in 2002.  In 2018, with the assistance EU Connecting Europe 
Facility funding, the interconnectors were upgraded by adding an additional 50km of onshore 
pipeline in Scotland, which resulted in twinned pipelines for the two interconnectors, which 
increased the resilience of the system.

A project is currently underway to upgrade the Beattock Compressor Station, which is lo-
cated adjacent to the National Grid Moffat Compressor Station near Dumfries in Scotland and 
which moves gas through the onshore part of interconnector system in Scotland.  This project 
will further improve the resilience of the system.

  Question No. 148 answered with Question No. 87.

27/07/2021WRJ02809149. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment; Climate and Com-
munications if a strategic review has been conducted on the impact data centres will have on 
meeting renewable energy targets or emissions targets; and if any consultation with the Minister 
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment has commenced on this issue. [41118/21]

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Government Statement on the role of data centres in Ireland’s Enterprise Strategy (2018) 
recognises that a plan-led approach is needed to develop a range of measures to promote re-
gional options for data centre investment thus minimising the need for additional grid infra-
structure. My Department is engaged on this issue with the Department Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment in preparation for the Climate Action Plan 2021. 
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  From an environmental perspective the impact of data centres on Ireland’s energy demand, 
and therefore emissions in the electricity sector, is significant. However, this must be balanced 
with the role of data centres as part of the digital and communications infrastructure for many 
sectors of our economy.

  In March 2021, EirGrid launched a consultation on the future development and operation 
of the electricity system called ‘Shaping our Electricity Future’. This body of work centres 
on how the electricity system will be transformed over the coming decade catering for both 
increased demand and a transition to at least 70% renewable electricity by 2030. The assumed 
demand composition and how it is likely to change between 2020 and 2030 is informed by 
EirGrid’s ‘Tomorrow’s Energy Scenarios’ report and is consistent with the figures in the latest 
‘Generation Capacity Statement’. This includes a projection that the total electricity require-
ment for Large Energy Users, including data centres, will more than double by 2030 compared 
to 2020 figures.

  The Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU) and EirGrid are progressing actions to 
ensure continued secure supplies of electricity, including increasing the availability of existing 
generators, the development of new generation capacity and changes to the grid connection of 
data centres, while at the same time allowing us to meet our climate change targets. There have 
been numerous engagements between the CRU and EirGrid on the implications for the national 
grid driven by data centres and the major challenges associated with the high levels of data 
centre development anticipated over the coming years.

  On 8 June 2021, the CRU published their proposed direction to the system operators re-
lated to data centre grid connection. The purpose of the paper was to outline for consultation 
the proposed criteria against which the system operators would continue to process and connect 
data centres to the grid, in order to mitigate some of this risk. This paper details that some form 
of intervention is necessary at this stage to maintain the security of the electricity system and 
to mitigate against the impact of data centres on the national grid. This consultation process is 
now closed and the CRU is reviewing and evaluating responses with a view to ensuring we will 
be able to meet our decarbonization objectives, maintain a secure supply of electricity and meet 
our enterprise goals.

27/07/2021WRJ02900Data Centres

27/07/2021WRJ03000150. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications if emissions from data centres are included under the EU Emissions Trading 
Scheme. [41119/21]

27/07/2021WRJ03100Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Government Statement on the role of data centres in Ireland’s Enterprise Strategy (2018) 
recognises that a plan-led approach is needed to develop a range of measures to promote region-
al options for data centre investment thus minimising the need for additional grid infrastructure. 
My Department is engaged on this issue with the Department Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
men in preparation for the Climate Action Plan 2021.   From an environmental perspective the 
impact of data centres on Ireland’s energy demand, and therefore emissions in the electricity 
sector, is significant. However, this must be balanced with the role of data centres as part of the 
digital and communications infrastructure for many sectors of our economy.

In March 2021, EirGrid launched a consultation on the future development and operation of 
the electricity system called ‘Shaping our Electricity Future’. This body of work centres on how 
the electricity system will be transformed over the coming decade catering for both increased 
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demand and a transition to at least 70% renewable electricity by 2030. The assumed demand 
composition and how it is likely to change between 2020 and 2030 is informed by EirGrid’s 
‘Tomorrow’s Energy Scenarios’ report and is consistent with the figures in the latest ‘Genera-
tion Capacity Statement’. This includes a projection that the total electricity requirement for 
Large Energy Users, including data centres, will more than double by 2030 compared to 2020 
figures.

The Commission for Regulation of Utilities (CRU) and EirGrid are progressing actions to 
ensure continued secure supplies of electricity, including increasing the availability of existing 
generators, the development of new generation capacity and changes to the grid connection of 
data centres, while at the same time allowing us to meet our climate change targets. There have 
been numerous engagements between the CRU and EirGrid on the implications for the national 
grid driven by data centres and the major challenges associated with the high levels of data 
centre development anticipated over the coming years.

On 8 June 2021, the CRU published their proposed direction to the system operators related 
to data centre grid connection. The purpose of the paper was to outline for consultation the 
proposed criteria against which the system operators would continue to process and connect 
data centres to the grid, in order to mitigate some of this risk. This paper details that some form 
of intervention is necessary at this stage to maintain the security of the electricity system and 
to mitigate against the impact of data centres on the national grid. This consultation process is 
now closed and the CRU is reviewing and evaluating responses with a view to ensuring we will 
be able to meet our decarbonization objectives, maintain a secure supply of electricity and meet 
our enterprise goals.

  Question No. 151 answered with Question No. 53.

  Question No. 152 answered with Question No. 87.

27/07/2021WRJ03400Electricity Generation

27/07/2021WRJ03500153. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications when the microgeneration scheme will be introduced; the reason for the delay in 
introducing this scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41126/21]

27/07/2021WRJ03600Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Programme for Government commits to expanding and incentivising micro-generation, 
including solar-PV, to help citizens, farms and businesses generate renewable electricity for 
their own use and to sell any excess electricity back to the grid. Under the Climate Action 
Plan, a Micro-Generation working group, chaired by my Department, is developing an enabling 
framework for micro-generation which tackles existing barriers and establishes suitable sup-
ports within relevant market segments.While the primary aim of a micro-generation scheme is 
to enable a household to meet its own electricity needs, it is envisaged that a suitable payment 
for excess electricity generated on site and exported to the grid will be available to all renew-
ables self-consumers in the second half of 2021, subject to regulatory arrangements, in line 
with Articles 21 and 22 of Directive (EU) 2018/2001 on the promotion of the use of energy 
from renewable sources (RED II).It is expected that the Commission for Regulation of Utilities 
(CRU) will publish a draft framework later this year which will outline the details, including 
eligibility criteria and timescales for introduction, of the Clean Export Guarantee payment for 
exported renewable electricity, to give effect to the above-mentioned articles and allow for the 
commencement of export payments to micro- and small-scale generators.My Department is 
working closely with the CRU to progress the implementation of the Clean Export Guarantee, 
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which is dependent on the transposition of RED II and Directive (EU) 2019/944 on common 
rules for the internal market for electricity, which establish the renewables self-consumer model 
of electricity generation. My Department is working to transpose these provisions into Irish law 
as soon as possible.

  Question No. 154 answered with Question No. 60.

27/07/2021WRJ03800Energy Conservation

27/07/2021WRJ03900155. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the estimated number of households that will have their homes retrofitted under 
the various schemes in 2021 and 2022, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41129/21]

27/07/2021WRJ04000Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Programme for Government and the Climate Action Plan set ambitious targets to retrofit 
500,000 homes to a Building Energy Rating of B2/cost optimal and to install 400,000 heat 
pumps in existing buildings over the next 10 years.     Some €221.5 million in capital funding 
has been provided this year for SEAI residential and community retrofit programmes. This rep-
resents an 82% increase on the 2020 allocation and is the largest amount ever for the schemes. 
This allocation has facilitated the expansion and improvement of existing SEAI grant schemes 
and the introduction of new initiatives. A further €65 million has been allocated to retrofit social 
housing administered by the Department of Housing.

Prior to the introduction of enhanced COVID restrictions in January 2021, it was estimated 
that, in total, SEAI residential and community schemes would deliver over 29,000 retrofits in-
cluding approximately 8,000 to a B2 level. Since April 12th   when construction activity in the 
residential sector recommenced every effort has been made to maximise activity. 

To date in 2021 over 5,700 homes have been retrofitted under the SEAI schemes. Now that 
there has been a number of months of retrofit activity the Department and SEAI are currently 
working to revise the output projection for 2021. 

A projection of homes to be retrofitted in 2022 will form part of the annual Estimates pro-
cess. 

Question No. 156 answered with Question No. 76

27/07/2021WRK00200North-South Interconnector

27/07/2021WRK00300157. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the findings of the review into the north-south interconnector; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [41137/21]

27/07/2021WRK00400Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The North-South interconnector is critical to improving the efficient operation of the all-island 
single electricity market and increasing security of electricity supply in Ireland and Northern 
Ireland. It will also help Ireland to move towards our 70% renewable electricity target by 2030. 
A resilient and well-connected energy infrastructure is vital for Ireland’s economic well-being 
and the ability to respond to the future needs of energy consumers.   The option of underground-
ing the North-South interconnector has been comprehensively assessed on several occasions. 
Most recently, the key finding from the international expert commission’s report of October 
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2018 was that an overhead line remains the most appropriate option for this critical electricity 
infrastructure.

Notwithstanding this, I decided to commission a further short review to assess if the overall 
finding from the 2018 report remains valid. Terms of reference for this study were published on 
my Department’s website on 21 April. On 7 May, my Department initiated a procurement pro-
cess to appoint an independent expert to undertake the review. I expect that international grid 
experts will be appointed shortly and that the review will commence with a view to completion 
as soon as possible. 

The project has been approved by the planning authorities in Ireland and Northern Ireland 
although the planning consent in Northern Ireland is the subject of judicial review proceedings 
which are not yet concluded. 

27/07/2021WRK00500Waste Management

27/07/2021WRK00600158. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the estimated cost of bringing waste collection services back into public own-
ership. [41191/21]

27/07/2021WRK00700Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): Local authorities are responsible for municipal waste collec-
tion within their functional areas. The obligations on local authorities in relation to collecting 
household waste are set out in section 33 of the Waste Management Act 1996, as amended. In 
summary, it provides that each local authority shall collect, or arrange for the collection of, 
household waste within its functional area. The obligation to collect or arrange for the collec-
tion of household waste shall not apply if:   - an adequate waste collection service is available 
in the local authority’s functional area,

- the estimated costs of the collection of the waste would, in the opinion of the local author-
ity, be unreasonably high, or

- the local authority is satisfied that adequate arrangements for the disposal of the waste 
concerned can reasonably be made by the holder of the waste.

It is open to any local authority to re-enter the waste collection market as direct service pro-
viders if they so choose, either alongside existing permitted service providers or subject to mak-
ing arrangements to replace those providers. 

Under section 60(3) of the Waste Management Act 1996 I am, as Minister, precluded from 
exercising any power or control in relation to the performance by a local authority, in particular 
circumstances, of a statutory function vested in it. 

27/07/2021WRK00800Departmental Expenditure

27/07/2021WRK00900159. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the estimated cost in 2022 of subsidies for fossil fuels; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41192/21]

27/07/2021WRK01000160. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and 
Communications the estimated cost in 2022 of subsidies for peat production. [41193/21]
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27/07/2021WRK01100Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 159 and 160 together. The projections sought by the Deputy, 
for the estimated cost in 2022 of subsidies for fossil fuels and peat production, are not compiled 
by my Department.

The Central Statistics Office (CSO) has compiled and published a historical statistical series 
outlining direct (Exchequer and non-Exchequer) and indirect (tax expenditures) subsidies for 
fossil fuel generation and production for the years 2000 – 2019, which can be found on the web-
site of the CSO: www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/er/ffes/fossilfuelsubsidies2019/.

  Question No. 160 answered with Question No. 159.

27/07/2021WRK01300Cybersecurity Policy

27/07/2021WRK01400161. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications the role or responsibility of the National Cyber Security Centre in the context of 
national defence and security. [41409/21]

27/07/2021WRK01500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): The National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC) has a broad remit 
across the cyber security of Government ICT and critical national infrastructure. The Computer 
Security Incident Response Team (CSIRT) is the key cyber security response entity within the 
NCSC. The CSIRT acts as a central contact point in the event of a government or nation-wide 
cyber security incident affecting the State, including the provision of advisory notices to its 
core group of government departments, state agencies, and organisations responsible for critical 
national infrastructure. The role and functions of the CSIRT are set out in the European Union 
(Measures for a High Common Level of Security of Network and Information Systems) Regu-
lations 2018, S.I. No. 360 of 2018.     

The NCSC works collaboratively with the Defence Forces, An Garda Síochána and the 
National Security Analysis Centre (NSAC) in the Department of the Taoiseach and there are 
long standing arrangements for staff secondments from the Defence Forces and Gardaí into 
the NCSC. The NCSC also works closely with the Office of Emergency Planning (OEP) in the 
Department of Defence and leads with respect to a Threat Sharing Group comprising senior 
private sector cyber security specialists, critical infrastructure operators, the Defence Forces 
and An Garda Síochána.

27/07/2021WRK01600Road Projects

27/07/2021WRK01700162. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Transport the current status of the N81 
Tallaght to Hollywood crossroad improvement scheme; his plans to progress the project; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40288/21]

27/07/2021WRK01800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme. Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the improvement and upgrading of individual national roads is a matter for Transport 
Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This is also 
subject to the Public Spending Code Guidelines and the necessary statutory approvals.   

The proposed N81 Tallaght to Hollywood Cross road improvement scheme is not included 



27 July 2021

81

amongst those projects which have been identified for development during the period of the 
current NDP 2018-2027 and the advancement of the proposed scheme cannot, therefore, be ac-
commodated in the national roads programme at present. However, TII is working with South 
Dublin County Council and Wicklow County Council to improve sections of the route under the 
Pavement Schemes programme. Please note that the NDP is currently under review, including 
for the period out to 2030.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a more detailed reply. 
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

27/07/2021WRK01900Rail Network

27/07/2021WRK02000163. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Transport the status of the proposed exten-
sion of the Luas line to Bray, County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40289/21]

27/07/2021WRK02100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. The National Transport 
Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of public trans-
port infrastructure, including the provision of light rail.

The issue of a Luas extension to Bray was considered as part of the NTA’s Transport Strat-
egy for the Greater Dublin Area, published in 2016, with some funding toward appraisal, plan-
ning and design referenced in the National Development Plan. The issue will be reconsidered 
as part of the ongoing review of the Transport Strategy which is underway and on which I 
understand there will be a further public consultation later in the year. 

Given their responsibility in relation to this matter, I have forwarded your query to the NTA 
for a direct reply.  Please notify my office if you have not received a response within 10 work-
ing days.

27/07/2021WRK02200Rail Network

27/07/2021WRK02300164. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Transport his plans to increase the capacity 
and frequency of the Dublin to Rosslare rail service route; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40291/21]

27/07/2021WRK02400165. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Transport if there are plans to increase the 
number of DARTs servicing Greystones per hour; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40292/21]

27/07/2021WRK02500167. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Transport if there are any plans to intro-
duce a DART feeder shuttle service from Arklow, Wicklow and Greystones; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40294/21]

27/07/2021WRK02600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 164, 165 
and 167 together.

As Minister for Transport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding relating to 
public transport. However, I am not involved in the day-to-day operation of public transport.  

The issues raised are a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) in conjunction 
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with Iarnród Éireann and I have therefore referred the Deputy’s questions to the NTA for direct 
reply. 

Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within 10 working days.

  Question No. 165 answered with Question No. 164.

27/07/2021WRK02800Rail Network

27/07/2021WRK02900166. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Transport if there are plans to carry out 
a feasibility study of the south eastern railway line in County Wicklow; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40293/21]

27/07/2021WRK03000168. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Transport if a feasibility study has been 
carried out on the use of battery powered trains on the Greystones south eastern line; if so, the 
stage plans are at; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40295/21]

27/07/2021WRK03100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 166 and 
168 together.

As Minister for Transport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding of public 
transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning 
and development of public transport infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, including any 
feasibility studies conducted.

The Deputy may be aware that the statutory Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area, 
including Wicklow is currently under review.  The output of this review will provide for a re-
vised twenty year framework for transport infrastructure and services across the region, includ-
ing Wicklow. 

In relation to the potential use of battery trains on the line south of Greystones, the DART+ 
programme extends as far as Greystones; however, I understand the optimal operational usage 
of fleet including battery electric fleet across the Greater Dublin Area network is being consid-
ered by the NTA and Iarnród Éireann.  

Finally I would also note that there are plans to develop, and later implement, a programme of 
works on the rail line in Wicklow to address issues caused by coastal erosion.  

In view of the NTA’s responsibility in this matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to it 
for direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 work-
ing days.

  Question No. 167 answered with Question No. 164.

  Question No. 168 answered with Question No. 166.

27/07/2021WRK03400Road Projects

27/07/2021WRK03500169. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Transport if funding will be 
made available to Cork County Council to progress the proposed northern relief road in Bantry, 
County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40752/21]

27/07/2021WRK03600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
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sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme. Once funding arrangements have been put in place with Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland (TII), under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), which is currently under review, the planning, design and construction of individual na-
tional roads is a matter for TII, in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. This is also 
subject to the requirements of the Public Spending Code Guidelines and necessary statutory 
approvals.  In this context, TII is best placed to advise on the current status and funding of this 
proposed project, pending also the Government’s proposed review of the NDP.  

Noting the above position, I have referred your question, on this occasion, to TII for a direct 
reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

27/07/2021WRK03700Ports Policy

27/07/2021WRK03800170. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Transport the length of time the pro-
cess for the International Shipping and Port Facility Security certification for a harbour takes 
from submission of application to approval; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40889/21]

27/07/2021WRK03900Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
International Ship and Port Facility Security Code (ISPS Code) is a part of the International 
Maritime Organisation’s SOLAS Convention and is implemented by means of EU Regulation 
725/2004 on Enhancing Ship and Port Facility Security. The main objective of the Regulation 
and the ISPS Code is to introduce measures aimed at enhancing the security of ships used in 
international trade and domestic shipping and associated port facilities in the face of threats of 
intentional unlawful acts.

The process of seeking approval is a matter for the port facility operator to manage and 
the length of time to process an application varies depending on many matters including the 
complexity of the facility and any iterations and commenting process involved. As part of the 
process a port facility security assessment must be carried out, reviewed and approved in accor-
dance with the provisions of ISPS Code and EU Regulation. A port facility security plan must 
also be developed, reviewed, approved and implemented in accordance with the provisions of 
the ISPS Code and Regulation. No time period is set out for these processes, and it is not pos-
sible to give a particular time frame.

However, officials from the Marine Survey Office of my Department work closely with ap-
plicants to ensure that the process is managed in an efficient and effective manner and they have 
ongoing engagement throughout the process with the applicant and also after approval to ensure 
effective implementation and to address any required modifications to the assessment and plan.

27/07/2021WRK04000Transport Policy

27/07/2021WRK04100171. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport if he has had discussions 
with business representative groups in relation to the additional problems and increased costs 
arising from lack of air freight and shipping capacity; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41329/21]

27/07/2021WRK04200Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Due 
to the COVID-19 Pandemic and the subsequent mass grounding of passenger aircraft fleets, 
there has been a decrease in air cargo capacity and an increase in air cargo costs. Throughout 
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the Pandemic, contact has neem maintained with business representative organisations regard-
ing such capacity and cost. A substantial share of air cargo was previously transported in the 
belly hold of passenger aircraft, and the loss of that capacity means that there has been an up-
ward pressure on air cargo rates. The resumption of non-essential international travel, from 19 
July, should bring back some cargo capacity on scheduled passenger air services.

In terms of shipping capacity for freight, the maritime supply chain has adjusted rapidly to 
the challenges presented by both the COVID-19 Pandemic and the end of the Brexit transition.  
Shipping operators have demonstrated their agility in responding quickly to move capacity to 
where it has been required to serve business needs. In early 2020, there were 26 weekly RoRo 
freight sailings to continental Europe. There are now over 60 RoRo freight sailings to continen-
tal Europe in a typical week (this includes both accompanied and unaccompanied freight). The 
increase in choice and frequency in the RoRo freight market has had a very significant impact 
on freight capacity to continental EU ports. Weekly RoRo freight capacity to continental EU 
ports has doubled in the past 12 months. There is now capacity for approximately 5,000 ad-
ditional HGV’s and unaccompanied trailers on continental RoRo services per week since the 
start of 2021.

While the shipping sector has demonstrated its resilience and robustness over the last 18 
months I am keenly aware of the growing cost of cargo shipping to Ireland. The recent rise in 
shipping costs is a global issue. In the first half of 2021, the volume of goods traded globally 
has increased significantly. Surging demand coupled with moderate supply growth is the cause 
of the current upward pressure on shipping charter rates. The surging demand is evident on all 
major containership routes. Disruption to supply lines during initial waves of the pandemic has 
meant that capacity in the containership industry has not kept pace with demand, driving ship-
ping charter rates upward.

The Irish Maritime Development Office (IMDO) monitors maritime traffic, trade and the 
global shipping market data and publishes the Irish Maritime Transport Economist (IMTE) 
each year. I am informed by the IMDO that since the start of the summer  the surge in global 
goods trade has continued, which has led to continued upward pressure on freight rates. The 
IMTE notes that the market is expected to return to more ‘normal’ levels as demand for services 
increases as more economies fully reopen.

I can assure the Deputy that over the course of the last 16 months my officials and I have 
met, and worked to resolve issues where possible, with stakeholders from the shipping, avia-
tion, haulage and exporter associations in relation to the range of issues they are experiencing 
due to COVID-19 and Brexit. We continue to monitor these evolving matters.

27/07/2021WRK04300Rail Network

27/07/2021WRK04400172. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Transport the progress 
of accessibility refurbishment of Carlow railway station; when the new wheelchair accessible 
lift will be open for public use; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39067/21]

27/07/2021WRK04500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.

As the issue raised is a matter for Iarnród Éireann in the first instance, I have forwarded the 
your Question to the Company for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not 
receive a reply within ten working days.
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27/07/2021WRK04600Grant Payments

27/07/2021WRK04700173. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Transport the financial assistance grants 
that are available to a company (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39080/21]

27/07/2021WRK04800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): While most public transport in Ireland 
comprises the bus and rail services funded through the National Transport Authority’s (NTA) 
public service obligation (PSO) programme, there is part of the national public transport system 
that comprises non-subvented bus services, which are run on a commercial and competitive 
basis by bus and coach businesses of varying sizes throughout the country. 

Both the NTA and my Department have been engaging directly with commercial bus op-
erators throughout the crisis to help inform policy decisions in relation to the public transport 
sector as we continue to deal with the impact of Covid-19. 

Public transport is a key facilitator of interaction in the economy and society. It is an ef-
ficient and sustainable way of getting people to work, education, shopping and other social 
engagements. The essential nature of these services has been acknowledged a number of times 
by the Government in recent months, most notably in the decision to provide additional funding 
for public service obligation (PSO) services and the introduction of temporary funding mea-
sures for the licensed bus sector.

In June 2020 the Government decided to introduce new, temporary financial support for 
certain licensed services provided by commercial bus operators to ensure the continued opera-
tion of these essential services. The temporary support was initially introduced for a period of 
6-months. However, as it remains the case that commercial bus operators are still under severe 
financial distress due to the fall in passenger numbers and associated drop in fare revenue as a 
result of Covid-19, on 26 January 2021, Government decided to extend the temporary funding 
supports for the licensed bus sector for a further period of 3 months, with an option to extend 
contracts on a monthly basis thereafter. 

In relation to coach tourism - a fund of €10m was made available under the 2020 July 
Stimulus package to assist the Coach Tourism sector. The Coach Tourism Business Continuity 
Scheme is administered by Fáilte Ireland and is under the remit of my colleague the Minister 
for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media, Catherine Martin.

Furthermore, the Government’s Economic Recovery Plan has extended the period during 
which a range of horizontal and business supports will be available to enterprises and workers 
in all sectors of the economy. Such as, extending the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme to 31 
December 2021, extending the Pandemic Unemployment Payment beyond 30 June 2021 and 
extending the Commercial Rates Waiver to end-September 2021.

Business owners may also wish to contact their Local Enterprise Office who can advise of 
supports that may be available for their business. 

27/07/2021WRL00200Charitable and Voluntary Organisations

27/07/2021WRL00300174. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Transport if a permanent suitable build-
ing can be found for a group (details supplied). [39081/21]

27/07/2021WRL00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Hilde-
garde Naughton): The Irish Coast Guard is responsible for maritime Search and Rescue.  Its 
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resources are voted through my Department for that purpose. The provision of a permanent 
building would have to be considered in the overall policy and budgetary context. 

27/07/2021WRL00500Electric Vehicles

27/07/2021WRL00600175. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Transport if the electric SPSV scheme for 
small public service vehicles such as taxis and hackneys that includes grants of up to €20,000 
available to existing SPSV drivers who scrap older, high mileage vehicles for new full electric 
models will be extended after 31 December 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39202/21]

27/07/2021WRL00700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The transition of the taxi and hackney 
fleet towards zero/low-emission vehicles has an important role to play in effecting a substantial 
reduction in transport CO2 and of air pollutant emissions, particularly in Irish towns and cit-
ies due to the high mileage travelled by these vehicles, the stop/start and idling nature of their 
work, as well as the predominance of fossil fuels within the sector. Increasing the uptake of 
electric vehicles in the SPSV sector also has a strong leadership and demonstration effect on the 
public, introducing more people to low/zero emission mobility options. 

As such, I was delighted to announce the continuation and extension of the Electric Small 
Public Service Vehicle (eSPSV) Grant Scheme in 2021. The Scheme which is administered 
by the NTA provides enhanced supports, up to €20,000, for eligible taxi and hackney drivers 
switching to EVs. 

In addition, €15 million was provided this year to support up to 750 taxi and hackney driv-
ers in scrapping their older vehicles and replacing them with zero-emission capable electric 
alternatives. The scrappage scheme is open for taxis and hackneys reaching their maximum 
permissible age limit in 2020/21. Up to €20,000 is available for eligible drivers switching to 
a new all-electric vehicle and up to €32,500 for those moving to a wheelchair accessible full 
electric vehicle.

A review of the grants will be conducted shortly to ensure their continued effectiveness. 
This will form part of the Departments deliberations on the future provision of supports to in-
centivise electric vehicles. 

The continuation of the grants to incentivise electric vehicles will be a matter for Govern-
ment to consider as part of the Budget preparations. 

27/07/2021WRL00800Driver Test

27/07/2021WRL00900176. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport when a person (details 
supplied) will receive their driver test; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39273/21]

27/07/2021WRL01000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Hilde-
garde Naughton): The driving test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.

Individual cases are a matter for the Authority and the question in relation to this case is be-
ing referred to it for direct reply. 

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.



27 July 2021

87

27/07/2021WRL01100Grant Payments

27/07/2021WRL01200177. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Transport if he has considered intro-
ducing a grant or incentive towards the purchase of e-cargo bikes as has been done in Germany 
and France; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39274/21]

27/07/2021WRL01300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The use of e-bikes, including e-cargo 
bikes, is proving to be an increasingly popular method of travel, whether for commuting or lei-
sure purposes, and is encouraging more people to choose to cycle. Bearing this in mind, and ref-
erencing the commitment by the Government to increase funding to active travel, all potential 
incentives to potential purchasers of bikes and e-bikes will be taken into consideration moving 
forward, including during the ongoing negotiations ahead of Budget 2022.

I very much welcomed the announcement by my colleague, the Minister for Finance, of in-
creased thresholds under the existing Cycle to Work Scheme as part of the 2020 July Stimulus 
package, as well as the expansion of the scheme to electric bikes, including e-cargo bikes. The 
changes to the Scheme are in line with the commitment made in the Programme for Govern-
ment  . 

The Deputy may also be aware that my Department is in the process of preparing a new 
Sustainable Mobility Policy following public consultation last year. This new policy frame-
work will provide a strategic backdrop to the increased investment planned by this Government 
across the sustainable mobility programme, including active travel, and I look forward to the 
completion of this important work in 2021. Potential incentives for encouraging the purchase or 
use of e-cargo bikes as a means of Active Travel will be examined as part of this work.

27/07/2021WRL01400Driver Test

27/07/2021WRL01500178. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Transport if he will examine the 
case of a person (details supplied) who has tried to book a driver theory test on numerous oc-
casions over the past three months given that the booking system has declined multiple pay-
ment attempts through various payment cards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39369/21]

27/07/2021WRL01600Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Hilde-
garde Naughton): The Road Safety Authority (RSA) is the body responsible for the operation 
of the Theory Test. 

This is an operational matter for the RSA and I do not have any role in this process. This 
question is therefore being referred to the Authority for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to 
contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.   

27/07/2021WRL01700Transport Policy

27/07/2021WRL01800179. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Transport if there are plans to extend the 
use of CO2 monitors to intercity trains and provincial buses; his views on whether transporting 
persons over long distances for many hours has implications for CO2 levels and that passen-
gers have no way of verifying the CO2 levels in enclosed spaces, some of which are essentially 
sealed units; his further views on the fact that as society opens up passenger capacity will 
increase at a time when virus variants are transmitting at a higher rate; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39374/21]
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27/07/2021WRL01900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Minister for Transport, I have 
responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. However, I am not 
involved in the day-to-day operation of public transport.

The continued operation of public transport services has been a priority throughout the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Public transport operators have been advised of, and are following, public 
health instructions issued by the Health Service Executive (HSE) and the Health Protection 
Surveillance Centre (HPSC) in relation to COVID-19.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) is working closely with all transport operators to 
ensure that public transport services continue to operate in a safe manner during the crisis.  I 
have therefore forwarded the Deputy’s question to the NTA for direct reply.

Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

27/07/2021WRL02000Driver Test

27/07/2021WRL02100180. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Transport the number of centre 
based theory tests carried out weekly in June and to date in July 2021; the number of online 
theory tests carried out weekly in June and to date in July 2021; if he is satisfied with the ca-
pacity of tests currently and that it will deal with the significant backlog; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39386/21]

27/07/2021WRL02200Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Hil-
degarde Naughton): The driving theory test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety 
Authority. Information regarding the number of tests carried out weekly and to date are held by 
the Authority and this part of the question is being referred to it for direct reply. I would ask the 
Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days. 

The gradual re-opening of in-person driver theory test centres commenced on 8th of June. 
The Road Safety Authority reopened test centres and introduced capacity to increase the num-
ber of tests from an average of 15,000 tests (in normal times) to 25,000 tests monthly, to tackle 
the backlog and shorten waiting times.  

The test centres have extensive COVID-19 measures in place to protect both customers 
and staff and to ensure the safe delivery of the service. It is hoped that capacity will gradually 
increase to 50,000 tests per month over time, as public health guidance permits.

The Department and the RSA are very conscious of the significant number of people waiting 
to take their driver theory test. Every possible measure is being put in place to ensure that the 
maximum number of customers can be served while public health guidance is strictly adhered 
to. The public’s continued patience and understanding is requested as plans are put in place to 
safely and gradually increase capacity. 

From the start, it has been clear that the first priority is public safety. We want to provide 
services, and we know people are looking for services but we will provide them only to the limit 
possible while preserving public health.

27/07/2021WRL02300Cycling Policy

27/07/2021WRL02400181. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Transport if he will consider an alterna-
tive scheme to the bicycle locker initiative for schools and sports clubs (details supplied); and 
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if he will make a statement on the matter. [39417/21]

27/07/2021WRL02500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I would like to assure the Deputy that 
my Department is very much committed to increasing the number of children choosing active 
travel modes, such as walking, scooting or cycling, to and from school. Amongst the existing 
supports already available is An Taisce’s Green Schools Travel programme which is funded 
through my Department’s Active Travel programme. The ultimate aim of the programme is 
to increase the number of students walking, cycling, scooting, using public transport or car-
pooling on the way to school. 

The programme offers registered schools an opportunity to apply for cycle and/or scooter 
parking at their respective schools and I am pleased to inform the Deputy of the progress in 
2020 in that regard:

- Cycle Parking Spaces installed - 300

- Cycle Parking Shelters installed - 18

- Number of schools who received racks and/or shelters - 24

- Scooter Parking Spaces installed - 810

- Number of schools who received scooter parking - 37

Finally the Deputy is likely aware that I launched the Safe Routes to School Programme ear-
lier this year. The Programme aims to create safer walking and cycling routes within communi-
ties, alleviate congestion at the school gates and increase the number of students who walk or 
cycle to school by providing the necessary infrastructure, including increased bicycle parking. 

By the deadline in April, 932 applications had been received from schools in every county 
in Ireland. 170 schools were notified in June that they have been selected for inclusion in the 
first round of the Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Programme to support walking and cycling 
infrastructure for primary and post-primary schools. 

I look forward to the roll-out of this additional infrastructure which will facilitate an in-
crease in the number of students cycle to school.  

27/07/2021WRL02600Córas Iompair Éireann

27/07/2021WRL02700182. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Transport further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 139 of 13 January 2021, his plans to amend the related statutory instruments in 
this regard; if he will consider pausing any changes to the statutory instrument until all mem-
bers of the scheme have had a chance to vote on the proposals; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39455/21]

27/07/2021WRL02800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport in Ireland. 

The CIÉ Group has two pension schemes, namely the Regular Wages Scheme (“RWS”) and 
1951 superannuation scheme (“1951 Scheme”). 

Concerning the 1951 scheme, members of the scheme were balloted regarding the Labour 
Court Recommendation which emerged on 23rd November 2020, with a majority voting to 
accept the proposals. CIÉ has recently prepared and submitted a consolidated draft Statutory 
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Instrument to give effect to the proposed changes to the scheme - this is now being considered 
by my Department in conjunction with NewERA.

In view of the above, I have referred the Deputy’s question to CIÉ for direct reply. Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

27/07/2021WRL02900Industrial Relations

27/07/2021WRL03000183. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Transport if he has had engagements 
with unions (details supplied) in relation to craft workers placed on part-time jobseeker’s pay-
ments; the details of proposals in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39545/21]

27/07/2021WRL03100Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Hilde-
garde Naughton): Industrial relations  issues are a matter are for the Company and the trade 
unions concerned with the assistance, where appropriate, of the industrial relations institutions 
of the State. I have therefore not had engagement with the unions on the matters referred to by 
the Deputy. 

27/07/2021WRL03200Public Transport

27/07/2021WRL03300184. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Transport further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 138 of 6 July 2021, if a commitment will be made to provide the funding neces-
sary for the public transport plans outlined by the NTA; if the funding will be provided sooner 
than is currently planned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39553/21]

27/07/2021WRL03400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport 
Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the provision of public passenger 
transport services nationally, and for the allocation of associated funding to the relevant trans-
port operators.   

My primary focus at present is to ensure that the NTA receives sufficient public service ob-
ligation (PSO) funding to maintain the existing level of public transport services in 2021.  The 
Programme for Government commits to the introduction of new services, including new town 
services, in order to improve public transport connectivity.  I am currently pursuing additional 
funding for such services in the context of the Programme for Government.

27/07/2021WRL03500Driver Licences

27/07/2021WRL03600185. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Transport if there are international ar-
rangements in place at EU and non-EU level to recognise the extension of the expiry date of 
a person’s driver licence that is expired but extended under Covid-19 measures; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39573/21]

27/07/2021WRL03700Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Hilde-
garde Naughton): Ireland received authorisation from the EU to extend driving licences that 
expire between 1 July and 31 October 2021 for an additional 10 months.

This extension was applied on 2 July 2021.  It was granted under EU Regulation 2021/267 
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and is recognised by all EU Member States. A copy of the Regulation can be found on the Eu-
ropean Union Law website:

eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021R0267&q
id=1625569643896.

When the extension is applied, the expiry date on each driver file is updated to the new ex-
piry date. Although a new physical licence will not be issued with the extended expiry date, a 
driver may request a letter of entitlement from the Road Safety Authority to take when driving 
abroad. A letter of entitlement is a copy of the driver’s record and will show the extended date of 
expiry of the licence. Further information can be found on the National Driver Licence Service 
website: www.ndls.  ie/about/order-my-driver-statement.html.

All EU member states will recognise an extension granted by the EU. However, recognition 
of these extensions is a matter for each non-EU country. The UK and Northern Ireland authori-
ties have been informed of the Irish extensions in place.  

27/07/2021WRL03800Córas Iompair Éireann

27/07/2021WRL03900186. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 92 of 12 May 2021, if the SI has been signed to give effect to this agreement; if not , when 
it will be signed; if he will clarify the position of a worker in the regular wages scheme week 
who is due to retire during the period in between which the agreement was accepted and the 
present time; if the worker will receive the increased benefits when or if the SI is signed even 
if they had retired before the signing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39588/21]

27/07/2021WRL04000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport in Ireland.

The CIÉ Group has two pension schemes, namely the Regular Wages Scheme (“RWS”) and 
1951 superannuation scheme (“1951 Scheme”) and issues in relation to CIÉ pension schemes 
are primarily a matter for the trustees of the schemes, the CIÉ Group and their employees. 

In relation to the Regular Wages Scheme, CIÉ has prepared and submitted draft Statutory 
Instruments (SIs) to give effect to the proposed changes to the scheme. There are a number of 
steps involved before an SI can be made, including the statutory consultation process. In this 
context, I can reassure you that the Department are working on the draft SIs as expeditiously 
as possible.

I have also referred the Deputy’s question to CIÉ for direct reply. Please advise my private 
office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

27/07/2021WRL04100Driver Test

27/07/2021WRL04200187. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport the reason a person (details 
supplied) is waiting for a driver test; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39590/21]

27/07/2021WRL04300Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Hilde-
garde Naughton): The driving test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.

Individual cases are a matter for the Authority and the question in relation to this case is be-
ing referred to it for direct reply. 
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I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.

27/07/2021WRL04400Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRL04500188. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport the plans he has to 
show his appreciation for all front-line workers under his remit other than a clap on the back; 
if he is planning a bonus, gratuity payment for all those workers who have been struggling and 
worked tirelessly throughout the pandemic; if so, when this will be implemented; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39616/21]

27/07/2021WRL04600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Workers across the economy, including 
of course our public servants, have made, and continue to make, an extraordinary contribution 
during the COVID pandemic and I would like to pay tribute to them.

Notwithstanding the sacrifices and efforts of the last year or more and the progress we have 
made in recent months to roll out vaccines, this pandemic remains an ongoing challenge for us 
all and it continues, for now, to require our full focus and attention.

Accordingly, while this is not yet, I believe, the most appropriate time to deal with this 
matter, the Government will consider in due course how best to recognise the efforts made by 
workers during this pandemic.

27/07/2021WRL04700Shannon Airport Facilities

27/07/2021WRL04800189. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport further to Parliamen-
tary Question No. 71 of 30 June 2021, if the amount for the number of US soldiers who passed 
through Shannon airport between 2001 and 2021, refer only to US soldiers travelling on civilian 
aircraft on contract to the US military or if the amount provided also includes US soldiers who 
travelled through Shannon airport on US military aircraft; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39618/21]

27/07/2021WRL04900190. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport the number of US sol-
diers who travelled through Shannon airport on US military aircraft between 2001 and 2021; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39619/21]

27/07/2021WRL05000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Hilde-
garde Naughton): I propose to take Questions Nos. 189 and 190 together.

Shannon Group plc. has informed my Department that the numbers provided from 2001 
to May 2021 refers to US military personnel travelling on both civil (commercial) aircraft and 
military aircraft.

The Company will reply directly to the deputy, with figures of US military personnel on 
military aircraft. If you do not receive a reply within ten working days, please advise my private 
office.

  Question No. 190 answered with Question No. 189.

27/07/2021WRM00200Road Safety
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27/07/2021WRM00300191. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been drawn 
to the difficulties and costs young drivers face in order to get on the road (details supplied); if 
he will implement an amendment to the Clancy amendment to include provisions for approved 
driver instructors to sign off competent drivers; and if he will take actions to reduce the insur-
ance premiums for young drivers. [39624/21]

27/07/2021WRM00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
There is no doubt that driving is an expensive activity for all drivers.  Even leaving aside the 
costs referred to by the Deputy to get a young driver up and going, the ongoing costs of running 
a vehicle are high.  

Insurance companies are private companies that enter into private contracts with their cus-
tomers.  EU rules specifically prohibit Member States from interfering in the terms and con-
ditions, or pricing of those policies.  Insurance companies price their policies based on risk, 
using more than 50 different criteria to assess the level of risk posed by a driver.  Statistically 
young drivers are far more likely to be involved in collisions, and the amount they pay for their 
insurance reflects this.  In addition, cars have become increasingly safer over the years, with 
additions such as airbags, metal grids, ABS and other safety features, so insurance companies 
load older cars with higher premia as they are more likely to be severely damaged in a collision, 
with potentially more serious consequences for the occupants than a newer vehicle.

It must be understood that a learner permit is not a licence, but permission to drive on our 
roads while learning. The purpose of the driving test is to set out the minimum level of knowl-
edge, skill and competency that a learner must demonstrate in order to become a fully licensed 
driver. Until a learner can meet this standard and pass this test, they are not safe to take to our 
roads without appropriate supervision.  

It is important to note that the current pass rate for driving tests nationally stands at 52%, so 
having fulfilled all of the driving lesson requirements does not mean that an individual meets 
the standard required to pass the test. 

Studies have repeatedly shown that unaccompanied learner drivers are markedly more like-
ly to be involved in fatal collisions.  For that reason, there can be no exceptions to the current 
laws in force around learner drivers. They cannot drive unaccompanied.  We must not relax the 
standards required of our drivers before being awarded a driving licence.  Not only is there the 
risk to both driver and other road users of unqualified drivers causing deaths or injuries, there 
is also the pressure such incidents would put on the emergency and health services at a time of 
national emergency.

An unaccompanied learner driver who is stopped by an Garda Siochana may face penalty 
points, a fixed charge, seizure of the vehicle and possible prosecution.  

27/07/2021WRM00500Road Projects

27/07/2021WRM00600192. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Transport the overall estimated cost of 
the Dunkettle interchange project. [39645/21]

27/07/2021WRM00700193. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Transport the timeline for delivery of 
all phases of the Dunkettle interchange project in tabular form. [39646/21]

27/07/2021WRM00800194. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Transport the sustainable transport 
initiatives included in the Dunkettle interchange project; and if safety studies have been carried 
out on these. [39647/21]
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27/07/2021WRM00900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 192, 193 
and 194 together.

As Minister for Transport I have responsibility for overall policy and securing exchequer 
funding in relation to the National Roads Programme.  Once funding arrangements have been 
put in place with Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and 
in line with the National Development Plan (NDP), the planning, design and construction of 
individual national roads is a matter for TII, in conjunction with the local authorities concerned. 
This is also subject to the requirements of the Public Spending Code Guidelines and necessary 
statutory approvals. In this context, TII is best placed to advise on the current status and esti-
mated cost of this project.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply. Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

  Question No. 193 answered with Question No. 192.

  Question No. 194 answered with Question No. 192.

27/07/2021WRM01200Consumer Protection

27/07/2021WRM01300195. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Transport when persons will receive a 
refund under the consumer protection scheme of the Commission for Aviation Regulation fol-
lowing the collapse of a company (details supplied) in 2020; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39738/21]

27/07/2021WRM01400196. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Transport the number of applications that 
were made for a refund following the collapse of a company (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39739/21]

27/07/2021WRM01500197. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Transport the reason for the delay in is-
suing refunds (details supplied); the reason the period of time applicants must wait for a refund 
has been extended again; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39740/21]

27/07/2021WRM01600198. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Transport if he or his Department will 
liaise with tour operators following the collapse of a company (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39742/21]

27/07/2021WRM01700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 195, 196, 197 and 198 together.

As the Deputy may be aware, the Commission for Aviation Regulation (CAR) is the body 
with statutory  responsibility for operating the insolvency protection scheme relating to licensed 
travel agents and tour operators in Ireland. 

Accordingly, the issues raised by the Deputy are operational matters for the Commission 
and I have forwarded your request to the CAR for a direct response.  If a response is not re-
ceived within 10 days, please contact my private office.

  Question No. 196 answered with Question No. 195.

  Question No. 197 answered with Question No. 195.

  Question No. 198 answered with Question No. 195.
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27/07/2021WRM02100Statutory Instruments

27/07/2021WRM02200199. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Transport when he expects the statu-
tory instruments to be signed for a pension scheme (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39763/21]

27/07/2021WRM02300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport in Ireland. 

The CIÉ Group has two pension schemes, namely the Regular Wages Scheme (“RWS”) and 
1951 superannuation scheme (“1951 Scheme”). 

Concerning the 1951 scheme, members of the scheme were balloted regarding the Labour 
Court Recommendation which emerged on 23 November 2020, with a majority of the members 
voting to accept the proposals. CIÉ has recently prepared and submitted a consolidated draft 
Statutory Instrument to give effect to the proposed changes to the scheme - this is now being 
considered by my Department in conjunction with NewERA. There are a number of steps in-
volved before an SI can be made, including the statutory consultation process.

27/07/2021WRM02400Public Transport

27/07/2021WRM02500200. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Transport the estimated annual cost of sub-
siding free public transport travel for all in full-time and part-time education in Ireland, includ-
ing all those in primary, secondary and tertiary education. [39766/21]

27/07/2021WRM02600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. 

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the regulation of 
fares in relation to public passenger transport services, and for securing the provision of those 
services by way of public transport services contracts in respect of services that are socially 
necessary but commercially unviable.  The funding of those services comprises both the fares 
paid by passengers and the public service obligation (PSO) payments from the Exchequer.  The 
main purpose of the PSO payment is to meet the gap between income from fares and the cost 
of operating services.

The provision of public transport services is heavily dependent on passenger fare revenue 
as it normally contributes about 65% of the operational cost.  The remaining 35% of cost is 
covered by the PSO grant and the Department of Social Protection grant under the Free Travel 
Scheme.  In Budget 2020, and prior to the Covid-19 pandemic, a total of €304 million was 
provided for PSO and Local Link rural regular services.  Due to the impact of Covid-19, which 
resulted in the collapse of fare revenue from public transport, a further €370 million was allo-
cated to enable the continued operation of public transport services in 2020.  My primary focus 
was, and continues to be, ensuring that public transport services continue to operate during this 
pandemic and I secured almost €659m for PSO services in 2021, of which €30m is to support 
the licensed bus sector.   

Any assessment of a proposed change to public transport fare structures would be a matter 
for the NTA to consider in the first instance.  I have, therefore, forwarded the Deputy’s question 
to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response 
within ten working days.
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27/07/2021WRM02700Bus Services

27/07/2021WRM02800201. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport if the NTA has discussed with 
Dublin Bus the need for wide ranging changes to drivers current work rosters and schedules pri-
or to the BusConnects plan being implemented; if the NTA has expressed the view that Dublin 
Bus cannot successfully operate BusConnects proposals under current working arrangements 
for drivers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39809/21]

27/07/2021WRM02900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. The National Transport 
Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of public trans-
port infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, including BusConnects.

Furthermore, the terms and conditions of employees are a matter for the relevant companies 
(in this case Dublin Bus) and do not fall within my remit as Minister for Transport. 

I have, therefore, referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA and Dublin Bus for direct reply. 
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

27/07/2021WRM03000Rail Network

27/07/2021WRM03100202. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Transport the successful preferred 
bidder for the strategic rail review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39813/21]

27/07/2021WRM03200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy is aware my Department 
launched the procurement process for the Strategic Rail Review in April and following an eval-
uation process ARUP have been identified as the preferred bidder. Work is expected to com-
mence following the summer and the Review itself is scheduled to be completed within 12 
months.  

27/07/2021WRM03300Aviation Industry

27/07/2021WRM03400203. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Transport the progress that has been 
made regarding the provision of air transport between Dublin and Kerry; the issues to be con-
sidered in respect of this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39826/21]

27/07/2021WRM03500Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): As 
the Deputy may be aware, Stobart Air previously held the contract for operating Public Ser-
vice Obligation (PSO) air services on two routes between Dublin and the airports of Kerry and 
Donegal.  Following Stobart Air’s announcement on 12 June that it was entering liquidation, all 
services on the PSO routes were cancelled with immediate effect.

As regional connectivity is of critical importance to this Government, my Department 
launched an emergency procurement process to restore these vital services on 21 June.  During 
this process, Ryanair made an offer to operate the same level of service on the Kerry route but 
with no subsidy from the State.  

In accordance with EU Regulation 1008/2008, which governs air service PSOs, an EU air 
carrier is allowed to commence scheduled air services on PSO routes provided all public service 
requirements are met.   

In this regard, Ryanair has given assurances to my Department that it will meet the public 
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service requirements on the Kerry/Dublin route, ensuring fixed standards of continuity, regular-
ity and pricing.  As well as a commitment to operating a sustainable service, it will also provide 
higher levels of seating capacity – more than double the amount previously provided by Stobart 
Air on the route.  

Ryanair recently announced that it will operate a single daily return service on the Kerry 
route from 28 July, increasing to a twice daily return service from 1 September.  

27/07/2021WRM03600Driver Test

27/07/2021WRM03700204. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Transport if there are contingency 
plans being put in place to deal with the backlog of driver theory test and full driving test ap-
plications. [39839/21]

27/07/2021WRM03800Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): My 
Department is liaising with the RSA on an ongoing basis to meet the growing demand for driver 
theory tests and driver tests. 

Driving tests for essential workers continue to be the priority for the service. Driving test for 
those not classed as essential began in a limited fashion from May.  In line with the reopening 
of services on a phased basis, capacity to provide driving tests for all those eligible to take a test 
will be increased, beginning with those who have been waiting longest.  

An additional 37 new testers began live testing in June / July on a temporary basis and an 
extra 10 temporary test centres have been opened. These are needed because space in some 
existing centres cannot accommodate many of the additional driver testers and comply with 
social distancing requirements.

Sanction has recently been received for further 40 temporary testers who will commence 
testing in due course. 

The possibility of increasing the number of tests being conducted each day, per driver tester, 
from six to seven is also being examined. 

 The Driver Theory Test (DTT) is currently providing 25,000 test appointments per month 
across its network of physical centres. 

The test centres have extensive COVID-19 measures in place to protect both customers 
and staff and to ensure the safe delivery of the service. It is hoped that capacity will gradually 
increase to 50,000 tests per month over time, if public health guidance permits. The service pro-
vider has sourced an additional 40 temporary team members to support the expected increase in 
capacity to 50,000 in centre appointments. 

Currently the Driver Theory Test service is providing up to 10,000 tests per month online. 
These are across all categories with the vast majority being car and motor bike tests. Online 
services will be made more widely available towards the end of 2021.

It should be noted that 1 in 6 customers are failing to show up for their Driver Theory Test. 
This puts an unnecessary strain on the service and further complicates matters for the many 
people who are awaiting a test, who will ultimately be delayed as a result.  

Every possible measure is being put in place to ensure that the maximum number of custom-
ers can be served while public health guidance is strictly adhered to. The public’s continued pa-
tience and understanding is requested as plans are put in place to safely and gradually increase 
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capacity. 

27/07/2021WRM03900Air Accident Investigations

27/07/2021WRM04000205. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 360 of 3 November 2020, the status of the final report by the air accident inves-
tigation unit into the crash of Rescue 116; when the report will be published; the reason for the 
delay in the publication of the report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39856/21]

27/07/2021WRM04100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The draft Final Report of the investiga-
tion into the accident involving Rescue 116 at Black Rock, Co Mayo on 14 March 2017 is the 
subject of a re-examination by a Review Board.  The Review Board has been established in line 
with Regulation 16 of Air Navigation (Notification and Investigation of Accidents, Serious In-
cidents and Incidents) Regulations 2009 and I have appointed Senior Counsel Patrick McCann 
as the Chairperson and sole member of the Review Board.

The 2009 regulations provide that on completion of the re-examination the Chairperson 
of the Review Board shall make a report to me.  That report should contain a summary of the 
proceedings of the re-examination hearing and either confirm, dismiss or vary, in whole or 
part, those findings and conclusions of the draft Final Report which were the subject of the re-
examination.  I have not yet received a report from the Chairman of the Review Board.

Hearings in relation to aspects of the work of the Review Board are still being held.  The 
work of the Review Board is independent, and I share your desire for a timely conclusion to this 
process, which I understand is likely to be in the Autumn of this year. 

27/07/2021WRM04200Road Safety

27/07/2021WRM04300206. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Transport when the report of the 
findings of the consultation process on the road safety strategy 2021-2030 will be published. 
[39858/21]

27/07/2021WRM04400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Un-
der the terms of the Road Safety Authority Act, the Road Safety Authority (RSA) is responsible 
for drawing up the nation’s multiannual Road Safety Strategies (RSS), which must then be sub-
mitted to me as Minister for approval. The RSA is currently working to finalise a submission to 
me of a new draft RSS to run from 2021 to 2030.

Consultation is an essential part of the development of the RSS, and I understand that the 
RSA has engaged in a widespread consultation process as part of its work to develop a new RSS 
for the coming decade.

Findings of the consultation will feed into the final RSS and this will, when approved, be 
published.  It is entirely a matter for the RSA to decide on publishing the results of the consul-
tation itself.  I understand from the Authority that it does intend to publish a summary of the 
consultation process after the RSS has been approved by me.

27/07/2021WRM04500Driver Test

27/07/2021WRM04600207. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport the reason a person (details 
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supplied) is waiting so long for their theory test; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39859/21]

27/07/2021WRM04700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
driver theory test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.

Individual cases are a matter for the Authority and the question in relation to this case is be-
ing referred to it for direct reply. 

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.   

Tax Code

208. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Transport his plans to reform the calculation 
method for quarterly, half-yearly and annual charging for motor car tax; his views on whether 
the system unfairly and excessively overcharges those motorists in the lower income brackets 
that avail of the quarterly or half-yearly charge; and his plans to reform the motor car tax sys-
tem. [39884/21]

209. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Transport the estimated cost to the Exche-
quer of ending the additional charge on quarterly and half-yearly motor tax payments; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39936/21]

27/07/2021WRN00500Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 208 and 209 together.

Motor tax is payable on an annual, half-yearly or quarterly basis.  The rates applicable to 
the half-yearly and quarterly options are 55.5% and 28.25% of the annual charge, respectively. 
These relativities have remained generally consistent since the 1960’s.    

The loss to the Exchequer arising from the elimination of the additional charge for these 
options has been estimated at just under €41.3m, based on the volume of transactions in 2020.  
The loss of income that would arise from changing these arrangements would have a negative 
impact on the total collected via motor tax and would have to be borne elsewhere in the motor 
tax system or through the taxation system generally.   

In terms of reform of the motor tax system, adjustments to motor tax rates and changes to 
the structure of the motor tax system are generally made in a Budgetary context and are a matter 
for consideration as part of Budget preparations.

  Question No. 209 answered with Question No. 208.

Road Signage

210. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport if there is signage on 
the M50 for Carrickmines retail park at the appropriate exit; if not, if he will consider this given 
the size of the park; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39949/21]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme. Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
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(NDP), the operation and management of individual national roads, including signage, is a 
matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities con-
cerned.  In this context, TII is best placed to advise you.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply. Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

Driver Test

211. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport the reason a person (details 
supplied) is waiting so long for their driver theory test; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39951/21]

27/07/2021WRN01200Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton) : The 
operation of the driver theory testing service is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety 
Authority.  As Minister, I have no role in operational matters and no power to intervene.

I understand from the Authority that the test centre in Cavan does not open every day. It 
opens only when candidates are scheduled with confirmed appointments. I further understand 
that there were no issues in respect of Cavan theory test centre being closed when it should have 
been open. 

Theory Test centres are currently conducting a maximum of 25,000 theory tests month-
ly. The in-person Theory Test Services has the ability to gradually increase to 50,000 tests per 
month over time and capacity is due to be increased on a gradual baisis until it reaches 50,000 
tests monthly. Capacity of 25,000 tests per month, means that there are currently some custom-
ers with an appointment for a Theory Test which must be rescheduled to a later date due to the 
volume restrictions.  

Currently the Driver Theory Test service is providing up to 10,000 tests per month online. 
These are across all categories with the vast majority being car and motor bike tests. Online 
services will be made more widely available towards the end of 2021.

Every possible measure is being put in place to ensure that the maximum number of custom-
ers can be served while public health guidance is strictly adhered to. The public’s continued 
patience and understanding is requested as plans are being put in place to safely and gradually 
increase capacity to 50,000 tests per month. 

Driver Test

212. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport the reason a person (details 
supplied) is waiting so long for a driver theory test; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39997/21]

27/07/2021WRN01500Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton) : The 
driver theory test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.

Individual cases are a matter for the Authority and the question in relation to this case is be-
ing referred to it for direct reply. 

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.   
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Driver Test

213. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport if there are plans to open 
additional driver test centres to alleviate the driver test backlog; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40025/21]

27/07/2021WRN01800Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton) : 
While this is an operational matter for the Road Safety Authority, who have responsibility for 
the operation of the driver testing service, I understand that an extra 10 temporary test centres 
have been opened. In almost all cases these new locations are close to existing test centres and 
are effectively an expansion of existing locations or replacing an unsuitable location. 

A further 9 locations have been expanded within the existing premises to accommodate 
more testers. They are needed because there is not adequate space in existing centres to accom-
modate many of the additional driver testers and comply with social distancing requirements.

Driver Test

214. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Transport if a driver theory test can 
be rescheduled for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40026/21]

27/07/2021WRN02100Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton) : The 
driver theory test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.

Individual cases are a matter for the Authority and the question in relation to this case is be-
ing referred to it for direct reply. 

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.   

Departmental Bodies

215. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Transport the agencies and State organisa-
tions under his Department that are receiving State funding that do not have to declare salaries 
of employees under the 2016 code of governance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40046/21]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As required under the 2016 Code of Prac-
tice for the Governance of State Bodies, all agencies under my Department’s remit in receipt of 
state funding publish aggregate details of the remuneration of their key management employees 
in their Annual Reports and/or Financial Statements.  The exception to this is the Commissioner 
of Irish Lights (CIL) which is not governed by the Code of Practice for State Bodies 2016 
but by the UK Department for Transport document for the General Lighthouse Authorities, to 
which my Department is a party. Under the UK Code the salaries are fully declared in CIL’s 
annual reports.

Electric Vehicles

216. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport if there are specific grants 
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available for companies based in Ireland that wish to invest in electric buses to further bolster 
emission reduction policies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40047/21]

27/07/2021WRN02700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Providing a sustainable, low-carbon trans-
port system is a key priority of the Irish Government. The Programme for Government commits 
to 7% average annual emissions reduction to 2030; ultimately, the goal is for a zero-emission 
mobility system by 2050. Decarbonisation of heavy-duty vehicles will be key to achieving this 
objective in the transport sector. 

To promote the decarbonisation of the  heavy-duty sector, my Department launched a new 
Alternatively-Fuelled Heavy-Duty Vehicle (AFHDV) Purchase Grant Scheme on 15 March 
2021.The Scheme, which is administered by TII, is intended to help bridge some of the differ-
ence in purchase price between conventional heavy-duty vehicles (HDVs) and those powered 
by alternatively-fuelled power-trains. To accord with EU State Aid rules, grant levels under the 
Scheme are calculated as a percentage of the difference in price between a conventionally-fu-
elled diesel HDV and its alternatively-fuelled equivalent. Maximum grant levels for eligible ve-
hicles depend on the size of the enterprise applying for the grant.

€2m was allocated to this scheme in 2021 and given the excellent response to the initiative, 
my Department has allocated an additional €1m in funds this year to assist the heavy-duty ve-
hicle sector in its transition to zero-mobility.   

Taxi Licences

217. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Transport if assistance will be pro-
vided for taxi drivers in renewing their PSV licences in 2021 due to many facing a large de-
crease in their income caused by the Covid-19 pandemic; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40053/21]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I am pleased to advise the Deputy that 
standard SPSV licence renewal fees, which were waived in 2021, will be waived again in 2022. 
Furthermore, in recognition of the fact that many SPSV drivers have not worked since the start 
of the pandemic, the NTA, the statutory regulator for the SPSV industry, has doubled the period 
to 24 months that an SPSV licence may rest in inactive status after expiry. This measure will 
facilitate drivers returning to the sector as society and the economy reopen and passenger de-
mand for taxi services returns.

Bus Éireann

218. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Transport the cancellation level and 
occurrence on the Bus Éireann national route number 30 from Donegal town to Dublin; the 
average national cancellation level on national routes (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40062/21]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I am respon-
sible for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  However, I am not involved 
in day-to-day operational matters.  

The query raised relates to Bus Éireann’s commercial service, Expressway, and I have there-
fore forwarded the Deputy’s question to the company for direct reply.

Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days. 
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Bus Services

219. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Transport the status of transport is-
sues (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40065/21]

226. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Transport if the current situation in 
relation to bus fares (details supplied) will be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40248/21]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 219 and 
226 together.

As Minister for Transport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport. However, I am not involved in the day-to-day operations of public transport.

Following the establishment of the National Transport Authority (NTA) in December 2009, 
the NTA has responsibility for the regulation of fares charged to passengers in respect of public 
transport services, provided under public service obligation (PSO) contracts. Further, Bus Éire-
ann’s Expressway services are commercial bus services and responsibility for setting fares and 
the operation of those services is a matter for the company.

I have, therefore, referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA and Bus Éireann for direct re-
ply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

Road Network

220. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Transport the responsibility he or his 
Department have in the provision of public street lighting; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40066/21]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I allocate the 
national capital roads programme budget to Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) to manage 
and deliver (in accordance with the Roads Acts 1993-2015) the planning, design and construc-
tion of all national roads, in conjunction with the local authorities.  In addition, under Section 13 
of the Roads Act 1993 to 2015, the improvement and maintenance of all public roads, including 
public lighting is the statutory responsibility of the relevant Local Authority supplemented by 
funding from my Department.

Accordingly, policy and decisions in relation to new installations and extensions to public 
lighting schemes is a matter for local authorities in conjunction with TII in relation to national 
roads and in this regard, I have referred your question to TII for direct reply. Please advise my 
private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days. 

Driver Test

221. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been drawn 
to irregularities at a driving theory test centre (details supplied) in which persons have presented 
at their appointed test time to discover the centre closed, nobody answering the phone number 
provided and without receiving any notification of the cancellation of their test; the steps he will 
take to rectify this situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40131/21]

27/07/2021WRN04300Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton) : The 
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operation of the driver theory testing service is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety 
Authority, and I have no role in operational matters.

I understand from the Authority that the test centre in Cavan does not open every day. It 
opens only when candidates are scheduled with confirmed appointments. I further understand 
that there were no issues in respect of Cavan theory test centre being closed when it should have 
been open. However, a number of appointments were rescheduled due to government capac-
ity restrictions and all impacted candidates were notified via email of their new appointments 
details. 

Road Projects

222. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport the current status of the 
Ardee bypass project; the associated key timelines; if he will provide any relevant information; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40135/21]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme. Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for Trans-
port Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This is 
also subject to the Public Spending Code Guidelines and the necessary statutory approvals.   

In this context, TII is best placed to advise you on the status of this project.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply.  Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

Road Projects

223. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport the status of the Meath 
County Council draft appraisal for the proposed Julianstown bypass; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40153/21]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The improvement and maintenance of re-
gional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of the relevant local authority in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are funded from 
Councils’ own resources supplemented by State road grants, where applicable. 

In relation to the appraisal of possible measures to manage traffic in the vicinity of Julian-
stown, the Department understands that Meath County Council intends to carry out an origin 
and destination information gathering exercise to obtain a clear indication of the traffic move-
ments and patterns in and around Julianstown with a view to informing a wider transport study 
for the Drogheda and East Meath area. I also understand from Departmental contact with Meath 
County Council that the collection of origin and destination data has not yet commenced due to 
Covid-19 restrictions and such data is needed to inform any appraisal in respect of the Julian-
stown bypass. Accordingly I can confirm that the Department has not yet received the required 
project appraisal.

Driver Test
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224. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Transport when driving lessons and driver 
tests will resume for non-essential workers and the general population; the steps that will be 
taken to clear the significant backlog of those awaiting driving tests; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40159/21]

27/07/2021WRN05200Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton) : 
Driving tests for essential workers are clearly the priority across all services. Driving tests for 
those not classed as essential recommenced in a limited fashion from May. In line with the re-
opening of services on a phased basis, capacity to provide driving tests for all those eligible to 
take a test will be increased, beginning with those who have been waiting longest.  

An additional 37 new driver testers began live testing in June/July on a temporary basis and 
an extra 10 temporary test centres have been opened. These are needed because space in some 
existing centres cannot accommodate many of the additional driver testers and comply with 
social distancing requirements.

Sanction has recently been received for the recruitment of and additional 40 temporary 
driver testers who will commence testing in due course.  

The driver testing operations of the Road Safety Authority have begun to fully reopen, on a 
gradual basis, as additional capacity comes on stream.

  Driving lessons are not a State service.  They are provided by Approved Driving Instruc-
tors (ADIs), who are self-employed or employed by driving schools. It is up to ADIs to consider 
the extent to which they can provide lessons in safety to a wider cohort of people, and I under-
stand that the RSA will be discussing with them how their services might be extended. 

The Government will continue to be guided by public health advice on the safe provision 
of services and, in conjunction with the RSA, continues to keep the situation under review to 
ensure that every possible measure is being put in place so that the maximum number of cus-
tomers can be served while adhering to public health requirements.  

27/07/2021WRO00200Bus Services

27/07/2021WRO00300225. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Transport the status of the provision 
of an adequate bus stop pole (details supplied) at Fernslough, Killickaweeny, Kilcock, County 
Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40242/21]

27/07/2021WRO00400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  As you are aware, the Na-
tional Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and development 
of public transport infrastructure, including the provision of bus stops and shelters. 

I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for an update on the provision of a bus stop 
at this location.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 days.

  Question No. 226 answered with Question No. 219.

27/07/2021WRO00600Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRO00700227. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Transport the specific guidance he has 
given the operators of the Luas tram service to limit capacity in line with public health advice 
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given the fact that entry and exit to the Luas system is generally unmanned; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40263/21]

27/07/2021WRO00800Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have re-
sponsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  However, I am not 
involved in the day-to-day operation and management of public transport services.

The issue raised is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in conjunction with 
the Luas operator Transdev, and I have forwarded the Deputy’s question to TII for direct reply.  
Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within ten working days.

27/07/2021WRO00900Bus Éireann

27/07/2021WRO01000228. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Transport the estimated cost of having 
technology installed in each of the Bus Éireann fleet to accept credit or debit card payments. 
[40327/21]

27/07/2021WRO01100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport 
Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of public trans-
port infrastructure, including ticketing and technology infrastructure. 

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

27/07/2021WRO01200Driver Test

27/07/2021WRO01300229. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport the specific actions he has 
taken to address the deficiencies in the provision of the driver theory test; if his Department 
has met the company involved in delivering the test to discuss the problems; the sanctions his 
Department plans to take for the poor delivery of the contract; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40364/21]

27/07/2021WRO01400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Hilde-
garde Naughton): Under legislation, the Road Safety Authority (RSA) is the body responsible 
for the operation and the funding of the Theory Test.

Any issues in relation to the delivery of the contract are for the Road Safety Authority as 
the contracting authority and third parties cannot interpose themselves in such contractual re-
lationships.  I am therefore referring those elements of the Deputy’s question to the Authority 
for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 
10 days. 

27/07/2021WRO01500Rail Network

27/07/2021WRO01600230. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport his plans for additional 
passing loops on the Tralee to Mallow rail line; the estimated cost of such plans; if he will pro-
vide a projected timeline for the completion of such works; his views on whether such passing 
loops will allow for increased frequency of services between Tralee and Mallow; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [40384/21]

27/07/2021WRO01700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have re-
sponsibility for policy and overall funding of public transport. The operation, maintenance and 
renewal of the rail network, including any operational upgrading of lines such as that referred 
to by the Deputy, is a matter for Iarnród Éireann in the first instance.  

The Deputy may wish to be aware that a Strategic Rail Review is about to commence which 
will examine all aspects of the inter-urban/inter-regional rail network, including the Tralee to 
Mallow line. The Review will consider the future potential of the network and how that poten-
tial might be realized. This will be one of the most comprehensive reviews of the network in 
many years and I look forward to its commencement in the coming weeks.

27/07/2021WRO01800Road Projects

27/07/2021WRO01900231. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport the up to date position in 
relation to the provision of a bypass for Adare, County Limerick; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40385/21]

27/07/2021WRO02000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme. Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), which is currently under review, the planning, design and construction of individual 
national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the lo-
cal authorities concerned. This is also subject to the Public Spending Code Guidelines and the 
necessary statutory approvals.  In this context, TII is best placed to advise you on the status of 
this project.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply. Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

27/07/2021WRO02100Road Projects

27/07/2021WRO02200232. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport the up to date position in 
relation to the provision of a bypass for Newcastlewest, County Limerick; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40386/21]

27/07/2021WRO02300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development 
Plan (NDP), the planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for 
Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This 
is also subject to the Public Spending Code Guidelines and the necessary statutory approvals.   

In this context, TII is best placed to advise you on the status of this proposed project, pend-
ing also the Government’s  review of the NDP which is currently underway.  

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply. Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

27/07/2021WRO02400Road Projects
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27/07/2021WRO02500233. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport the up to date position re-
garding the provision of a bypass for Abbeyfeale, County Limerick; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40387/21]

27/07/2021WRO02600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme. Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), which is currently under review, the planning, design and construction of individual 
national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the lo-
cal authorities concerned.  This is also subject to the Public Spending Code Guidelines and the 
necessary statutory approvals.  In this context, TII is best placed to advise you on the status of 
this project.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply. Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

27/07/2021WRO02700Aviation Industry

27/07/2021WRO02800234. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport if his Department has con-
tingency plans in place to reinstate the Kerry-Dublin PSO in the event of commercial failure on 
the route; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40388/21]

27/07/2021WRO02900Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Hilde-
garde Naughton): As the Deputy will be aware, regional connectivity is of critical importance 
to this Government.  Recent evidence of this priority is the completion by my Department of 
an accelerated procurement process to reinstate air services on the Donegal/Dublin and Kerry/
Dublin routes following the collapse of Stobart Air on 12 June 2021. 

While the Donegal route will continue to operate as a Government funded Public Service 
Obligation (PSO) route, with flights commencing from 26 July, Ryanair has committed to op-
erating the Kerry route on a commercial basis from 28 July.

In the event of any lost or failed services, whether provided by way of Public Service Obli-
gation (PSO) or otherwise, Government is required to adhere to Regulation (EC) No 1008/2008, 
which provides for rules in relation to the provision and procurement of PSO air services in the 
European Union.

27/07/2021WRO03000Bus Services

27/07/2021WRO03100235. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport if he will make additional 
funding available to LocalLink services in respect of community transport initiatives such as 
the Keel-Castlemaine LIFT service which has been in operation in County Kerry since the 
spring of 2019; his views on whether such schemes are beneficial to communities; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40389/21]

27/07/2021WRO03200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. 

It is the National Transport Authority (NTA) which has statutory responsibility for securing 
the provision of public passenger transport services nationally. The NTA also has national re-
sponsibility for integrated local and rural transport, including management of the Rural Trans-
port Programme which operates under the Local Link brand.  
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In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have referred your question to the NTA 
for direct reply to you. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days.

27/07/2021WRO03300Bus Services

27/07/2021WRO03400236. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport the up to date position in 
relation to work his Department has done regarding the provision of a hop-on hop-off Wild At-
lantic Way bus service; his views on the benefits and sustainability of such a scheme; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40390/21]

27/07/2021WRO03500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the pro-
vision of public passenger transport services nationally.  The NTA also has national respon-
sibility for integrated local and rural transport, including management of the Rural Transport 
Programme which operates under the Local Link brand.  The Wild Atlantic Way is primarily 
accessed by public transport users via bus services contracted by the NTA, which are mainly 
provided by TFI Local Link and, to a lesser extent, by Bus Éireann.

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have referred your question to the NTA 
for direct reply. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working 
days. 

27/07/2021WRO03600Driver Test

27/07/2021WRO03700237. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Transport the number of persons 
who are waiting for a driving test and a theory test in County Clare; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40468/21]

27/07/2021WRO03800Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Hilde-
garde Naughton): The driving test and theory test are the statutory responsibility of the Road 
Safety Authority.

The information requested is held by the Authority and this question is being referred to it 
for direct reply. 

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.

27/07/2021WRO03900Air Safety

27/07/2021WRO04000238. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Transport if the European Union 
Aviation Safety Agency has published its review in line with regulation EU 2018/1139 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 4 July 2018, Article 89, section 3; if a copy of the 
review will be provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40484/21]

27/07/2021WRO04100Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The recently issued draft European Plan 
for Aviation Safety 2022-2026 states that the European Union Aviation Safety Agency first 
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review of the actions and measures taken to address the interdependencies between civil avia-
tion safety and socio-economic factors, as is required by Regulation (EU) 2018/1139 Article 89 
section 3, is due to be published by the end of 2021. 

My Department has made enquiries as to the status of the review.  Once I have received an 
update it will be shared with the Deputy.

27/07/2021WRO04200Driver Test

27/07/2021WRO04300239. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport the reason a person (details 
supplied) is waiting for a driver theory test; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40490/21]

27/07/2021WRO04400Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Hil-
degarde Naughton): The driving theory test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety 
Authority.

Individual cases are a matter for the Authority and the question in relation to this case is be-
ing referred to it for direct reply. I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has 
not been received within ten days.

27/07/2021WRO04500Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRO04600240. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport the funding that has been al-
located by his Department for projects and initiatives in County Tipperary over the past 12 
months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40499/21]

27/07/2021WRO04700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): National Roads

The allocations issued to Tipperary by Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) in 2020/2021, 
as published on their website, are in the table below: 

 Improvement Maintenance Total
2020 €5,410,000 €852,116 €6,262,116
2021 €7,455,000 €852,116 €8,307,116
In 2020, the final expenditure for Tipperary was €9,055,846, an increase of €2.79m on the 

original allocation, associated with additional improvement allocations.  

Active Travel

I announced earlier this year an allocation of €72.8 million to projects in the local authori-
ties outside the Greater Dublin Area and our regional cities. This funding stream constitutes the 
first ever major Active Travel investment programme for rural Ireland. This overall increase 
in funding will not only support the construction and improvement of walking and cycling 
infrastructure but also the deployment of almost 250 Active Travel staff in local authorities 
around the country. As part of this funding, Tipperary County Council received an allocation of 
€4,633,000. A full list of projects being funded in Tipperary in 2021 is available here: www.na-
tionaltransport.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Active-Travel-2021-Allocations-Combined.pdf

Additionally, in April I was delighted to announce a new ‘Additional Outdoor Infrastructure 
Fund’ of up to €15 million to support local authorities in enhancing outdoor urban space and 
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improving walking and cycling infrastructure. Local authorities were invited to apply under the 
funding stream for short term measures which will help create safe outdoor urban spaces for the 
public. The measures will need to be quickly implemented and provide areas in villages, towns, 
and cities where people can walk, cycle and gather outdoors while practicing social distancing. 
The funding will allow for changes to traffic management arrangements to facilitate the real-
location of road space to improve facilities and safety for urban pedestrians and cyclists.

The Additional Outdoor Infrastructure Fund is being administered by the National Transport 
Authority (NTA) as part of its overall national funding programme. The deadline for applica-
tions passed on 14th   May 2021 and on 26th May 2021 the NTA issued allocations to eligible 
projects in 30 local authorities totalling almost €13.39m. Tipperary County Council received an 
allocation of €457,190 under this Fund for 13 projects around the county.

Finally, two schools in Tipperary (Loreto Secondary School, Clonmel and Gaelscoil Chluain 
Meala) will received funding in the first round of the Safe Routes to School Programme. This 
Programme aims to create safer walking and cycling routes within communities, alleviate con-
gestion at the school gates and increase the number of students who walk or cycle to school by 
providing the necessary infrastructure. An Taisce’s Green Schools team are currently liaising 
with selected schools and the relevant local authorities to decide on the various interventions 
which will be made at each school, and specific funding amounts will depend on this outcome 
of this programme phase. 

Greenways

Tipperary County Council have € 95,000.01 allocated for 2021 from the €200,000 allocated 
from the Carbon Tax fund in July 2020 to bring a 1 km section of the Clonmel to Carrick on 
Suir Greenway / Blueway from Gas House Bridge Clonmel to Suir Island Clonmel through the 
statutory process stage.  

The improvement and maintenance of regional and local roads is the statutory responsibil-
ity of each local authority in accordance with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 
1993. Works on those roads are funded from Councils’ own resources supplemented by State 
road grants. The initial selection and prioritisation of works to be funded is also a matter for the 
Council.  

As regards the regional and local road grant funding that has been allocated to Tipper-
ary County Council in 2020 and 2021, details of the regional and local road grant allocations 
and payments to local authorities are outlined in the regional and local road allocations and 
payments booklets which are available in the Oireachtas Library.  To date in 2021, Tipperary 
County Council has drawn down €10,677,406 in respect of this funding.

In addition, I recently announced the details of a €17.3 million investment package for 
climate adaptation works on regional and local roads with a view to making the network more 
resilient. Tipperary County Council received an allocation of €973,000.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) administers the Electric Small Public Service Ve-
hicles (eSPSV) Grant Scheme on behalf of the Department. The Scheme:

- was significantly expanded in 2021 to accelerate the greening of the SPSV (taxi/hackney) 
sector, with €15 million funding available for SPSV drivers who switch to electric vehicles 
(EVs);

- provides significant grant levels (~ €20,000) for those choosing to scrap an older SPSV and 
replace it with an EV – this is double the standard grant level (€10,000); and
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- has received more than 300 applications and nearly 200 provisional offers have been made 
by the NTA since the beginning of this year. 

Under the eSPSV grant scheme, there have been four applications from County Tipperary to 
date in 2021 and no applications in 2020. Of these four applications, two applications have been 
paid totalling €40,000. One application is at provisional offer status with a proposed amount of 
€20,000 and one application has lapsed.

As Minister for Transport, I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation to 
public transport.  The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the 
planning and development of public transport infrastructure and the operation, maintenance and 
renewal of the rail network is a matter for Iarnród Éireann in the first instance.  

Noting the NTA’s and Iarnród Éireann’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the 
Deputy’s question to both for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not re-
ceive a reply within 10 days.

27/07/2021WRO04800National Car Test

27/07/2021WRO04900241. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport the pass rate at each NCT 
test centre for the most recent annual report; the reason for the variation in pass rates between 
centres; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40525/21]

27/07/2021WRO05000Minister of State at the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport (Deputy Hil-
degarde Naughton): The operation of the National Car Test (NCT) service is the statutory 
responsibility of the Road Safety Authority and I have therefore referred the question to the 
Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not 
been received within ten days.

27/07/2021WRP00200Driver Test

27/07/2021WRP00300242. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport the number of persons await-
ing a driving test in the RSA Cavan driving test centre; the number of weeks candidates are 
waiting; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40553/21]

27/07/2021WRP00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
driving test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.

The information requested is held by the Authority and this question is being referred to it 
for direct reply. 

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.

27/07/2021WRP00500Driver Test

27/07/2021WRP00600243. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport the daily opening and closing 
times for the driving test centre in County Cavan; and the time span in which applicants are 
notified of cancellations (details supplied). [40572/21]

27/07/2021WRP00700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
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driving theory test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.

The information requested is held by the Authority and this question is being referred to it 
for direct reply. 

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.

27/07/2021WRP00800Driver Test

27/07/2021WRP00900244. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Transport the average waiting time for driving 
tests in County Kerry; and his plans to address the backlog. [40591/21]

27/07/2021WRP01000Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
driving test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.

Specific details on individual centres are held by the Authority.

I am therefore referring those elements of the Deputy’s question to the Authority for direct 
reply. I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response is not received within 10 days. 

Driving tests for essential workers continue to be the priority for the service. Driving tests 
for those not classed as essential has resumed in a limited fashion from May. In line with the 
reopening of services on a phased basis, capacity to provide driving tests for all those eligible 
to take a test has been increased, beginning with those who have been waiting longest.  

An additional 37 new testers began live testing in June/July on a temporary basis and an 
extra 10 temporary test centres have now been opened. These are needed because space in some 
existing centres cannot accommodate many of the additional driver testers and comply with 
social distancing requirements.

Sanction has recently been received for and additional 40 temporary testers to help clear the 
backlog.

27/07/2021WRP01100Driver Test

27/07/2021WRP01200245. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Transport the waiting times for driver theory 
tests in County Kerry by durations of three, six, nine, 12, 15, 18 and 24 months plus in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40596/21]

27/07/2021WRP01300Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
driver theory test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.

The information requested is held by the Authority and this question is being referred to it 
for direct reply. 

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.

27/07/2021WRP01400Driver Test

27/07/2021WRP01500246. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Transport the number of online driver theory 
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tests that have been taken since the online service launched in weekly increments nationwide 
and in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40597/21]

27/07/2021WRP01600Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
driving theory test are the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.

The information requested is held by the Authority and this question is being referred to it 
for direct reply. 

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.

27/07/2021WRP01700Ports Policy

27/07/2021WRP01800247. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Transport the status of the masterplan 
for Rosslare Port; the timeframe for publication of the report and subsequent actions; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40625/21]

27/07/2021WRP01900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Rosslare Europort is unique among the 
State-owned ports, as it is not a commercial company operating under the Harbours Acts but 
is instead operated on a commercial basis as a division of Iarnród Éireann with all investments 
funded from port revenues. This is similar to other ports in Ireland which receive no Exchequer 
funding and must fund all their infrastructure developments through their own resources, bor-
rowing or through EU grant funding. 

There has been a significant increase in shipping services from Rosslare direct to the conti-
nent as a result of Brexit. Rosslare reports huge demand for these services with an almost 500% 
increase in freight units through Rosslare when compared to the same period last year.

In the context of these developments, Iarnród Éireann and Rosslare Europort’s strategic 
investment Masterplan for the port over the coming years has been completed and includes in-
vestment plans for €42 million in customer facilities, port infrastructure, freight facilities, port 
assets, new technology and linking the new entrance of the port with the proposed new port 
access road. As the Masterplan is commercially sensitive it will not be published so as to pro-
tect the commercial operations of Rosslare Europort. However the Deputy will be able to find 
further information on the Masterplan on the Rosslare Europort website where greater detail of 
the plan has been made publicly available. Furthermore, Iarnród Éireann has advised that this 
investment is to be entirely financed from the port’s own resources. 

This Masterplan will allow for expansion in the port’s current key areas of Ro/Ro freight 
and passenger transport. The Masterplan will also provide the required permanent infrastruc-
ture to facilitate the post-Brexit border inspection requirements, while also creating increased 
capacity. I understand from Iarnród Éireann that planning approval has been granted by Wex-
ford County Council for the development, and that clearance work commenced in December 
2020. It is expected that this work will be completed over the course of four phases totaling 
between three and five years and that the port will be able to continue to operate normally while 
this is carried out.

Iarnród Éireann has also commenced a digitalisation project for the port, which will see 
investment in all aspects of IT technology with the aim of transforming the Europort into a 
‘smart port’. This will include vehicle-recognition systems, trailer-tracking systems, compound 
management and check-in and check-out systems.
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27/07/2021WRP02000Rail Network

27/07/2021WRP02100248. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Transport the status on the CIÉ report 
on the railway between Rosslare and Waterford; the date for publication of the report; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40626/21]

27/07/2021WRP02200Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I am not aware of any such report as re-
ferred to by the Deputy. 

The Deputy may wish to be aware that a Strategic Rail Review will be undertaken by my 
Department, working in close co-operation with the Department for Infrastructure in Northern 
Ireland. The Review will consider all aspects of the rail network on the island including disused 
or closed lines such as that between Rosslare and Waterford. Work on the Review   will com-
mence after the summer.  

27/07/2021WRP02300Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRP02400249. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Transport the last occasion on which a 
Department-wide review of all funding within his Department took place; the frequency of such 
reviews; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40645/21]

27/07/2021WRP02500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Detailed strategic analysis of compo-
nents of expenditure from a value for money and service delivery perspective takes place on a 
continuous basis. The Department’s largest component of current expenditure, Public Service 
Obligation (PSO) services has a typical core budget of circa €300m per annum. It has been the 
subject of a number of dedicated spending reviews in recent years, the most recent being the 
joint Department of Transport Strategic Research and Analysis Division (SRAD) and Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform IGEES paper in 2020, entitled “A Review of the Gov-
ernance, Efficiency and Effectiveness of Public Service Obligation (PSO) Transport Services”. 
Spending on PSO will continue to remain under constant analysis in the coming years as PSO 
services alter and re-align with the roll-out of major investment projects such as BusConnects 
and DART+.

The Department’s second largest component of current expenditure is on National Roads 
and Regional and Local Roads protection and renewal. This comprises an annual budget of 
circa €80m. This is being evaluated in the overall context of protection and renewal costs in a 
joint Department of Transport (SRAD) and DPER (IGEES) spending review paper which will 
be published later this year.

The Department’s third largest component of current expenditure, with an annual budget 
of circa €62m per annum, is the Coast Guard Search and Rescue Aviation Service. The current 
contract expires in 2023. In advance of a new tender for services being published, a comprehen-
sive review and associated analysis is being undertaken in accordance with the Public Spend-
ing Code for Current Expenditure, to seek to optimise both the quality of service and value for 
money.

Taken together, when Covid emergency funding is excluded, the above three service lines 
comprise an estimated 76% of my Department’s annual budget for current expenditure.

The Department is also concluding its review of the National Development Plan. This thor-
ough and comprehensive review will assist in ensuring that the Department’s investment pro-
grammes and projects are aligned with the National Planning Framework and the National 
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Strategic Outcomes, as well as reflecting, in particular, the ambitions and imperatives of the 
Programme for Government and the Climate Action Plan. It is expected that the revised Na-
tional Development Plan will be published by DPER in September.

Finally, a Department-wide review of all funding within my Department took place  for 
the Budget and Revised Estimates process 2021.  The next official review of Department wide 
funding is beginning to take  place now as we are entering the Estimates process for Budget 
2022.

27/07/2021WRP02600National Car Test

27/07/2021WRP02700250. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Transport : the efforts being under-
taken to address the reissuance of NCT discs to car owners with expiry dates of a year less than 
discs issued in 2020; the reason this is the case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40694/21]

27/07/2021WRP02800Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
operation of the National Car Test (NCT) Service is the statutory responsibility of the Road 
Safety Authority and I have therefore referred the question to the Authority for direct reply. 

I am given to understand that further information is available from the NCTS website.

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.

27/07/2021WRP02900Driver Test

27/07/2021WRP03000251. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Transport the reason a person (details 
supplied) has been put on a waiting list for a driving test in order to obtain a C1 licence; if 
front-line workers are being prioritised for driving tests; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40740/21]

27/07/2021WRP03100Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
driving test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.

Individual cases are a matter for the Authority and the question in relation to this case is be-
ing referred to it for direct reply. 

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.

27/07/2021WRP03200National Car Test

27/07/2021WRP03300252. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport his plans for the introduction 
of the new criteria for the NCT; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40745/21]

27/07/2021WRP03400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
Deputy may be aware that the periodic roadworthiness testing requirements for Member States 
are determined by EU legislation under Directive 2014/45/EU. The items to be tested as part 
of the National Car Test (NCT) are those listed in point 2 of Annex I to that Directive and are 
set out in Irish law by the Road Traffic (National Car Test) Regulations, 2017 (S.I. No. 415 of 
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2017), as amended. The Regulations also give effect to the Directive in respect of testing meth-
ods and pass/fail critera.

Any successive amendments to the Directive will be transposed into Irish law by my De-
partment accordingly.

27/07/2021WRP03500Driver Licences

27/07/2021WRP03600253. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Transport if a person (details supplied) 
will be granted an extension of time on their current driving licence while they are awaiting the 
processing of their stamp 5 visa given they cannot renew their driving licence without a stamp 
5 visa. [40762/21]

27/07/2021WRP03700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): Extensions to the expiry dates of driving 
licences have been introduced in response to the continued disruption caused by Covid-19 to 
driver licensing services in Ireland and across the EU. The extensions apply to licence holders 
whose licences expired or will expire between 1 March 2020 to 31 October 2021. 

Details of the extensions can be found on the National Driver Licence Service (NDLS) web-
site www.ndls.ie. An expiry date calculator is also available on the website to check the new 
expiry date of a licence. 

It is not possible to extend an individual driving licence. A driving licence can be renewed 
up to 10 years from the date of expiry of the licence.

27/07/2021WRP03800Rail Network

27/07/2021WRP03900254. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport the status of the MetroLink 
development as of July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40772/21]

27/07/2021WRP04000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy is likely aware, the Pub-
lic Spending Code sets out the requirements for the evaluation, planning and management of 
public investment projects in Ireland and the Code applies to all public bodies and to all bodies 
whose projects are supported by Exchequer capital funding.

The Code sets out a number of Decision Gates in the development of a project proposal;  
these are points where major decisions need to be made about the progress of a project and, for 
projects expected to cost over €100million, Government approval is required at these Decision 
Gates.  For a project in this category, “Decision Gate 1: Approval in Principle” is the first stage 
where the Public Spending Code   stipulates that formal Government approval is required. 

In accordance with the Public Spending Code’s requirements, the National Transport Au-
thority has submitted MetroLink’s Preliminary Business Case to my Department. The Code   
stipulates that it must be reviewed by both my Department and the Department for Public 
Expenditure and Reform. Following completion of these necessary steps I will then bring the 
matter to Government for its decision. 

I would note that this is the first of three Government Decision Gates and, if approved by 
Government at Decision Gate 1, then “Decision Gate 2: Pre-Tender Approval” requires sub-
mission of a Detailed Project Brief and Procurement Strategy which will be considered at that 
juncture, while finally “Decision Gate 3: Approval to Proceed” requires submission of a Final 
Business Case  to allow substantive construction to commence. 
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Finally I would also note the review of the National Development Plan   which will under-
pin the capital investment programme out to 2030.  

27/07/2021WRP04100Bus Services

27/07/2021WRP04200255. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport the funding allocated to the 
LocalLink bus service in Fingal in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, respectively; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40773/21]

27/07/2021WRP04300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport. 

It is the National Transport Authority (NTA) which has statutory responsibility for securing 
the provision of public passenger transport services nationally. The NTA also has national re-
sponsibility for integrated local and rural transport, including management of the Rural Trans-
port Programme which operates under the Local Link brand.  

In light of the NTA’s responsibilities in this matter, I have referred your question to the NTA 
for direct reply to you. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten 
working days. 

27/07/2021WRP04400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRP04500256. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Transport the State supports being pro-
vided to assist travel agents to maintain operation due to restrictions and the effects of the pan-
demic on international travel; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40774/21]

27/07/2021WRP04600Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
Government has provided an unprecedented package of supports to businesses during the crisis 
a number of which have been available to the licensed travel agents and tour operators.  Firms 
in this sector have been able to avail of the Employee Wage Subsidy Scheme and the COVID 
Restrictions Support Scheme (CRSS) or the Small Business Assistance Scheme for COVID 
(SBASC) which fall under the remit of my colleagues the Minister for Finance and the Minister 
for Enterprise, Trade and Employment respectively.

In addition, in June 2020 my Department, in close consultation with the Department of 
Enterprise, Trade and Employment, introduced the Refund Credit Note (RCN) Scheme, which 
has assisted the liquidity positions of licensed travel agents and tour operators by ensuring that 
refund vouchers are protected by a State Guarrantee in the event of insolvency. The Scheme has 
undoubtedly assisted in preserving cash within the sector. To date Notes to the value of €17m 
have been issued. This is money that otherwise would have had to be paid by the sector at the 
height of the crisis to cover customer refunds at a time that their onward suppliers were not 
releasing refunds. However I undertand that situation has regularised in recent months.

On 1 June, Government launched its Economic Recovery Plan 2021 with the goal of achiev-
ing rapid job creation and economic growth after the pandemic. This plan sets out new mea-
sures for businesses and affected sectors as the economy reopens, and details for continuing 
existing emergency pandemic financial supports including the Employment Wage Subsidy 
Scheme (EWSS) and Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP), giving certainty to employers 
and employees.

As the travel trade is part of the wider aviation and travel ecosystem, the needs of this partic-
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ular sector will continue to be considered and I and my Department will maintain contact with 
the industry  as we get more clarity on the trajectory of the recovery of the economy generally 
and of international travel which recommenced from 19 July.

27/07/2021WRP04700Driver Test

27/07/2021WRP04800257. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Transport the reason a person (details 
supplied) is waiting so long for a driving test; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40834/21]

27/07/2021WRP04900Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
driving test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.

Individual cases are a matter for the Authority and the question in relation to this case is be-
ing referred to it for direct reply. 

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.

27/07/2021WRP05000Driver Test

27/07/2021WRP05100258. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Transport the number of 
persons waiting for a driving test; and the number of persons waiting for a theory test in County 
Cork by test centre in tabular form. [40880/21]

27/07/2021WRP05200Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
driving test and driver theory test are the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.

The information requested is held by the Authority and this question is being referred to it 
for direct reply. 

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.

Driver Test

27/07/2021WRQ00300259. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Transport the average wait-
ing time for a driving test in Ballincollig and Sarsfield Road test centres in Cork; and the num-
ber of persons waiting for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12, 12 to 18, 18 to 24 
and over 24 months, respectively in tabular form.  [40881/21]

27/07/2021WRQ00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
driving test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.

The information requested is held by the Authority and this question is being referred to it 
for direct reply. 

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.
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Driver Test

27/07/2021WRQ00600260. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Transport the average wait-
ing time for a theory test in Ballincollig and Sarsfield Road test centres in Cork; and the number 
of persons waiting for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12, 12 to 18, 18 to 24 and 
over 24 months, respectively in tabular form.  [40882/21]

27/07/2021WRQ00700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton) : The 
driver theory test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.

The information requested is held by the Authority and this question is being referred to it 
for direct reply. 

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.

Driver Test

261. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Transport the position regarding the 
delays and backlog in driving tests and theory examinations; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40998/21]

27/07/2021WRQ01000Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton) : The 
driving test and theory test are the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority. My 
Department is liaising with the RSA on an ongoing basis to meet the growing demand for driver 
theory tests and driver tests. 

An additional 37 new driver testers began live testing in June/July on a temporary basis and 
an extra 10 temporary test centres have been opened. These are needed because space in some 
existing centres cannot accommodate many of the additional driver testers and comply with 
social distancing requirements.

Sanction has recently been received for the recruitment of a further 40 temporary driver tes-
ters who will commence testing in due course. 

The possibility of increasing the number of tests being conducted each day, per driver tester, 
from six to seven is also being examined. 

The driver testing operations of the Road Safety Authority have begun to fully reopen, on a 
gradual basis, as additional capacity comes on stream.

The Driver Theory Test (DTT) is currently providing 25,000 test appointments per month 
across its network of physical centres and work is underway to gradually increase this capac-
ity to 50,000 tests per month. The service provider has sourced an additional 40 temporary team 
members to support the increase in capacity to 50,000 in centre appointments. 

Currently the Driver Theory Test service is providing up to 10,000 tests per month online. 
These are across all categories with the vast majority being car and motor bike tests. Online 
services will be made more widely available towards the end of 2021.

It should be noted that 1 in 6 customers are failing to show up for their Driver Theory Test. 
This puts an unnecessary strain on the service and further complicates matters for the many 
people who are awaiting a test, who will ultimately be delayed as a result.  
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The Government will continue to be guided by public health advice on the safe provision 
of services and, in conjunction with the RSA, continues to keep the situation under review to 
ensure that every possible measure is being put in place so that the maximum number of cus-
tomers can be served while adhering to public health requirements.  

Road Projects

262. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport the funding to be provided 
for a road project (details supplied) in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41012/21]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme.  Once funding arrangements have been put in place with Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland (TII), under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the upgrading and improvement  of individual national roads is a matter for TII, in con-
junction with the local authorities concerned. This is also subject to the Public Spending Code 
Guidelines and the necessary statutory approvals.   

In this context, TII is best placed to advise you on the status of this proposed project, pend-
ing also the Government’s review of the NDP, which is currently underway.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply. Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

Road Network

263. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport if much needed additional 
funding will be provided for the non-national road network in areas such as counties Cavan and 
Monaghan in the event of a reallocation of capital funding within his Department; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41013/21]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The improvement and maintenance of 
regional and local roads is the statutory responsibility of each local authority in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 13 of the Roads Act 1993. Works on those roads are funded from 
Councils’ own resources supplemented by State road grants.  

The National Development Plan (NDP), as it stands, provides for a gradual increase in fund-
ing for regional and local roads and there has been a significant increase in Exchequer fund-
ing particularly in the last four years. Funding is not yet at the level needed for the adequate 
maintenance and renewal of regional and local roads and so for this reason, the primary focus 
for capital investment continues to be the maintenance and renewal of the network with some 
limited investment in road improvement projects.

I announced the 2021 regional and local road allocations earlier this year and all grant fund-
ing available to my Department has now been allocated. Cavan County Council   received a 
total allocation of €15,484,815 and Monaghan County Council received a total allocation of 
€16,006,398, including funding for a number of pilot schemes relating to road materials.

I also recently announced the details of a €17.3 million investment package for climate ad-
aptation works on regional and local roads with a view to making the network more resilient. 
Cavan County Council received an allocation of €522,050 and Monaghan County Council re-
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ceived an allocation of €440,000.

As regards the Department’s budgets more generally, drawdown on capital spending var-
ies from month to month and it is too soon to determine whether any slower than expected 
drawdowns at the start of the year will lead to a gross capital underspend for the entire year. In 
addition, as capital is allocated to support specific investment programmes and projects, in the 
first instance it will need to be determined whether the capital should be ‘carried’ into the next 
fiscal year to continue to support the programmes and projects in question.

Driver Test

264. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport the number of persons 
waiting for a car theory test by test centre; the number of persons waiting for a driving test by 
test centre in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41123/21]

27/07/2021WRQ01900Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
driver theory test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.

The information requested is held by the Authority and this question is being referred to it 
for direct reply. 

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.

Driver Test

265. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport the number of driving 
testers hired to date in 2021; the total number of driving testers; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41124/21]

27/07/2021WRQ02200Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
driving test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.

The information requested is held by the Authority and this question is being referred to it 
for direct reply. 

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

266. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport the total Covid-19 pan-
demic related funding provided by his Department to date; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [41127/21]

27/07/2021WRQ02500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The table below sets out Covid-19 related 
funding for the Department of Transport for 2020 and 2021. 
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Subhead Description 2020 Allocat-
ed   (000s)

2020 Out-
Turn   (000s)

2021 Allocat-
ed   (000s)

2021 Out-
Turn   YTD  
(000s)

A   - AVIA-
TION

A.3 Regional 
Airports

550 180 - -

A.4 Travel Pro-
tection Fund

15,000 1,900 - -

A.5.1 Aviation CO-
VID   Sup-
ports (Cur-
rent)

- - 41,600 0

A.5.1 Aviation 
COVID   
Supports 
(Capital)

- - 16,500 0

A.5.2 Travel 
Protection   
Fund

- - 15,000 0

B - LAND

B.7 PSO Pay-
ments   
(Non-Com-
mercial)

460,000 287,504 340,000 184,386

PSO Pay-
ments   
(Commercial 
Bus)

- 32,304 30,000 16,618

C - MARI-
TIME

C.4.2 Maritime 
PSO

15,000 2,699 - -

Total 490,550 292,283 443,100 201,004
In addition to the above funding provided in the 2021 Revised Estimates for the Depart-

ment, Government Decision S180/20/10/0648 authorised, and DPER sanctioned, funding of  
€6.5m - €16m for Covid testing for HGV drivers, of which €1.349m was required.

Covid-related expenditure, as with all Departmental expenditure, is subject to robust finan-
cial management processes and procedures to ensure that value for money is assured in all that 
we do.
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Electric Vehicles

267. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport the number of EV grants 
provided in the first six months of 2021, by vehicle model in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [41131/21]

268. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport the number and value of 
EV grants provided in the first six months of 2021; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [41132/21]

27/07/2021WRQ02900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 267 and 
268 together.

Providing a sustainable, low-carbon transport system is a key priority of my Department. 
The Programme for Government commits to 7% average annual emissions reduction to 2030; 
ultimately, the goal is for a zero-emission mobility system by 2050. The national car and van 
(LGV) fleet accounts for almost 60% of all land transport emissions, and so a transition to low 
emissions vehicles, including EVs, is a necessary step-change to effect a substantial reduction 
in transport emissions. 

 An overview of the number and value of EV grants provided in the first six months of 2021 
by vehicle model is set out in the following table:

Make Model BEV/PHEV M1/N1 Number of 
grants

value

Audi A3 PHEV M1 61 €265,600
Audi A6 PHEV M1 14 €61,600
Audi A7 PHEV M1 4 €17,600
Audi e-tron BEV M1 56 €255,000
Audi Q5 PHEV M1 57 €264,800
Audi Q7 PHEV M1 2 €10,000
BMW 2 series PHEV M1 2 €10,000
BMW 3 series PHEV M1 225 €1,042,100
BMW 5 series PHEV M1 99 €466,200
BMW 7 series PHEV M1 11 €47,800
BMW i3 BEV M1 9 €36,600
BMW X1 PHEV M1 85 €414,200
BMW X2 PHEV M1 7 €31,400
BMW X3 PHEV M1 88 €432,800
BMW X5 PHEV M1 263 €1,299,000
Citroen C5 PHEV M1 22 €96,000
Citroen Berlingo BEV N1 4 €15,200
Cupra Formentor PHEV M1 17 €75,400
Cupra Leon PHEV M1 11 €43,000
Ford Kuga PHEV M1 110 €534,800
Honda E BEV M1 19 €91,600
Hyundai Ioniq BEV M1 91 €408,200
Hyundai Ioniq PHEV M1 14 €61,600
Hyundai Kona BEV M1 158 €695,200



27 July 2021

125

Make Model BEV/PHEV M1/N1 Number of 
grants

value

Hyundai Kona BEV N1 4 €15,200
Hyundai Santa Fe PHEV M1 73 €362,600
Hyundai Tucson PHEV M1 40 €197,600
Jaguar -Land   
Rover

Discovery PHEV M1 41 €196,600

Jaguar -Land   
Rover

F-Pace PHEV M1 1 €3,800

Jaguar -Land   
Rover

I-Pace BEV M1 6 €25,200

Jaguar -Land   
Rover

Range Rover 
Evoque

PHEV M1 71 €341,800

Jaguar -Land   
Rover

Range Rover 
Velar

PHEV M1 28 €132,800

Jeep Renegade PHEV M1 1 €5,000
Kia Ceed PHEV M1 108 €519,000
Kia e-Niro BEV M1 341 €1,682,400
Kia e-Soul BEV M1 31 €146,800
Kia Niro PHEV M1 335 €1,664,600
Kia Sorrento PHEV M1 176 €872,000
Kia Xceed PHEV M1 199 €983,000
Lexus UX300e BEV M1 8 €36,400
Mazda MX-30 BEV M1 46 €213,200
Mercedes C300e PHEV M1 1 €3,800
Mercedes C300de PHEV M1 4 €18,800
Mercedes E300de PHEV M1 75 €367,000
Mercedes E300e PHEV M1 34 €169,000
Mercedes EQA BEV M1 16 €68,400
Mercedes EQC BEV M1 12 €58,800
Mercedes EQV BEV M1 1 €3,800
Mercedes eSprinter BEV N1 8 €30,400
Mercedes GLA PHEV M1 7 €32,600
Mercedes GLC PHEV M1 4 €17,600
Mercedes GLE PHEV M1 3 €13,800
MG HS PHEV M1 44 €208,000
MG ZS BEV M1 89 €408,200
MG MG5 BEV M1 25 €119,000
Mini Cooper PHEV M1 62 €295,600
Mini Cooper BEV M1 68 €319,000
Mitsubishi Outlander PHEV N1 6 €22,800
Mitsubishi Outlander PHEV M1 87 €431,600
Nissan eNV200 BEV N1 55 €209,000
Nissan Leaf BEV M1 440 €2,172,000
Nissan Leaf BEV N1 6 €22,800
Opel Corsa-E BEV M1 95 €410,400



Questions - Written Answers

126

Make Model BEV/PHEV M1/N1 Number of 
grants

value

Opel Grandland X PHEV M1 24 €118,800
Opel Mokka BEV M1 4 €20,000
Peugeot 3008 PHEV M1 144 €700,800
Peugeot 508 PHEV M1 21 €97,800
Peugeot e2008 BEV M1 94 €442,400
Peugeot e208 BEV M1 83 €395,000
Peugeot Expert BEV N1 2 €7,600
Porsche Taycan BEV M1 18 €86,600
Renault Captur PHEV M1 172 €816,800
Renault Kangoo BEV N1 22 €82,000
Renault Megane PHEV M1 53 €247,400
Renault Zoe BEV M1 143 €660,200
SEAT Leaon PHEV M1 90 €421,200
Skoda Enyaq BEV M1 17 €70,600
Skoda Superb PHEV M1 43 €183,000
Tesla Model 3 BEV M1 317 €1,573,400
Tesla Model S BEV M1 2 €10,000
Tesla Model X BEV M1 2 €10,000
Toyota Prius PHEV M1 1 €5,000
Volkswagen e-Golf BEV M1 1 €5,000
Volkswagen Golf PHEV M1 19 €90,600
Volkswagen ID.3 BEV M1 444 €2,184,000
Volkswagen ID.4 BEV M1 450 €2,211,800
Volkswagen Passat PHEV M1 18 €88,800
Volkswagen eTransporter BEV N1 1 €3,800
Volkswagen eShuttle BEV M1 1 €3,800
Volkswagen Touareg PHEV M1 20 €88,000
Volvo S90 PHEV M1 2 €8,800
Volvo V60 PHEV M1 3 €13,800
Volvo XC40 PHEV M1 210 €1,030,800
Volvo XC60 PHEV M1 58 €272,000
Volvo XC90 PHEV M1 134 €642,000
Total    6693 €32,067,900
  Question No. 268 answered with Question No. 267.

Greenways Provision

269. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport the value of funding for 
greenway development in County Meath that has been provided to date in 2021; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41134/21]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy is likely aware, the Pro-
gramme for Government sets out an ambitious and wide-ranging set of commitments in relation 
to walking and cycling, supported by an increased multi-annual budgetary allocation amount-
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ing to some €360 million per annum over the lifetime of the Government. 

In relation to the Deputy’s question I can confirm the following funding has been provided 
by my Department to greenway development in Co. Meath in 2021:

- €245,396.19 is allocated to remaining work (Feasibility Study, Option Selection, Prelimi-
nary Design & Environmental Evaluation, Land Procurement / Agreements and Part 8 Planning 
Process) for 26.5 km of the Boyne Greenway & Navigation Scheme from Oldbridge Estate 
Entrance to Navan.

- €15,288 is allocated to signage and ancillary works on the Royal Canal Greenway - Meath 
Section. 

- €150,000 is allocated for 2021 for The Boyne Greenway - Mornington to Drogheda Sec-
tion.

There are also other funding programmes across Government which support walking and 
cycling such as the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund, which is administered by the 
Department of Housing, Local Government, and Heritage, and the Rural Regeneration and 
Development Fund and the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme, both of which are ad-
ministered by the Department of Rural and Community Development. Details of funding under 
those programmes is available from the relevant Departments.

Rail Network

270. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport the estimated cost of re-
opening the Navan rail line; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41135/21]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy is aware, a potential ex-
tension of the existing Dunboyne/M3 Parkway line to Navan was considered by the National 
Transport Authority (NTA) during the development of the statutory Transport Strategy for the 
Greater Dublin Area 2016 to 2035. This proposal remains under review and will be specifically 
considered again as part of the statutory review of the current Strategy, which is currently un-
derway by the NTA. 

Noting the NTA’s role in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the NTA for 
a more detailed reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.  

Road Projects

271. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Transport the status of plans to up-
grade the N2 in County Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41136/21]

Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme. Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), which is currently under review, the operation, management and upgrading of indi-
vidual national roads is a matter for Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with 
the local authorities concerned.  This is also subject to the Public Spending Code Guidelines 
and the necessary statutory approvals. In this context, TII is best placed to advise you on the 
status of this project.
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Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply. Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

Public Transport

272. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport the estimated full 
year cost of halving all public transport fares and for providing free public transport to all in 
full-time education. [41182/21]

273. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport the estimated full 
year cost of making all public transport free for all users. [41183/21]

274. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport the estimated cost to 
restore the CIÉ subvention to 2008 levels. [41184/21]

275. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport the estimated cost to 
restore the CIÉ subvention to 2008 levels and add 33%. [41185/21]

27/07/2021WRQ04500Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 272 to 
275, inclusive, together.

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the provi-
sion of public passenger transport services nationally.  Since 2010, the award of Public Service 
Obligation (PSO) funding falls under the independent statutory remit of the NTA.  The alloca-
tions to the companies are decided by the NTA in exercise of its statutory mandate and in ac-
cordance with the various contract arrangements that it has in place with PSO service providers.  

The NTA also has statutory responsibility for the regulation of fares in relation to public pas-
senger transport services,  and has statutory responsibility for securing the provision of public 
transport services by way of public transport services contracts, in respect of services that are 
socially necessary but commercially unviable.  The funding of those services comprises both 
the fares paid by passengers and the subvention payments from the Exchequer.  The main pur-
pose of the subvention payment is to meet the gap between income from fares and the cost of 
operating services.  

Public transport’s designation as an essential service throughout the Covid-19 pandemic 
means that, although fare revenues have collapsed, most of the cost of operations remains and 
must continue to be met in order to fulfil Government’s broader policy objectives.   The al-
location for the Public Service Obligation (PSO) is subject to the annual Budgetary process.  
My priority is to ensure the continued operation of existing services and for 2021, I secured in 
excess of €670m from the Exchequer in respect of the PSO and Local Link allocations to pub-
lic transport operators.  By comparison, the level of PSO and Local Link funding provided in 
Budget 2020 (pre-Covid) was in the region of €303m.

Public Service Obligation (PSO) subvention provided in 2008 - the year of record funding - 
was €308 million.  Therefore, the total funding committed toward the PSO programme in 2020 
(pre-Covid 19) was approximately 98% of the 2008 figure.  As is normal, the precise allocations 
to the companies are decided by the NTA in exercise of its statutory mandate and in accordance 
with the various contract arrangements that it has in place with PSO service providers.

Any assessment of a proposed change to public transport fare structures would be a mat-
ter for the NTA to consider in the first instance.  I have, therefore, forwarded the Deputy’s 
questions to the NTA for direct reply.  Please advise my private office if you do not receive a 
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response within ten working days.

  Question No. 273 answered with Question No. 272.

  Question No. 274 answered with Question No. 272.

  Question No. 275 answered with Question No. 272.

27/07/2021WRR00200Tax Yield

27/07/2021WRR00300276. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport the estimated annual 
yield for motor tax projected for 2022; the yield for the past five years; the way in which the 
monies were allocated; and his plans for allocation of the funds in 2021. [41186/21]

27/07/2021WRR00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): 
Gross motor tax receipts for the years 2016 to 2020 are set out below: 

 Year Gross motor tax receipts
2016  €1,051,632,444
2017  €1,021,442,924
2018  €981,935,777
2019  €964,349,811
2020  €939,554,114
Gross motor tax receipts to the end of June 2021 were €485,965,288.  Receipts for the year 

as a whole are projected to be in the order of €918m.  Receipts for 2022, assuming no changes 
to motor tax rates in the upcoming Budget, are predicted to be in the order of €910m. 

Prior to 2018, receipts from motor tax were paid into the Local Government Fund.   Alloca-
tions from the Fund were a matter for the then Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment and are set out in the Local Government Fund annual accounts, which are available on 
the Department of Housing website at the following link:  

www.gov.ie/en/collection/128be-local-government-fund-accounts/.

Since 1 January 2018, receipts from motor tax have accrued to the Exchequer and are paid 
into the Central Fund.  Issues from the Central Fund are used in the day-to-day running of the 
State and it is, therefore, not possible to link specified revenue to specific expenditure.

27/07/2021WRR00500Taxi Licences

27/07/2021WRR00600277. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport the estimated full-
year cost of waiving all public service vehicle renewal fees for licences issued in respect of 
taxis. [41187/21]

27/07/2021WRR00700278. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport the estimated full-year 
cost of waiving all renewal fees for taxi licences issued in respect of taxi drivers. [41188/21]

27/07/2021WRR00800279. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport the estimated full-
year cost of waiving all suitability test fees for vehicles operating as taxis. [41189/21]

27/07/2021WRR00900Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 277, 278 
and 279 together.
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The regulation of the small public service vehicle (SPSV) industry, including licence and 
renewal fees, is a matter for the National Transport Authority (NTA) under the provisions of the 
Taxi Regulation Act 2013.

Given the role of the NTA as regulator, I have referred your question to the Authority for 
direct reply to you. Please advise my private office if you do not receive a response within 10 
working days

  Question No. 278 answered with Question No. 277.

  Question No. 279 answered with Question No. 277.

27/07/2021WRR01200Public Transport

27/07/2021WRR01300280. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Transport the estimated full-
year cost of providing electric and disability accessible vehicles for the entire taxi public ser-
vices vehicle fleet including charging stations. [41190/21]

27/07/2021WRR01400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Programme for Government set out 
commitments to support the greening of the taxi fleet and to review supports for wheelchair 
accessible vehicles to enhance accessibility for people with disabilities. The Department of 
Transport has a number of specific initiatives in place to support these objectives.

I announced a 2021 allocation of €15 million which will support up to 750 taxi and hackney 
drivers in scrapping their older vehicles and replacing them with zero-emission capable electric 
alternatives. The scrappage scheme is open for taxis and hackneys reaching their maximum 
permissible age limit in 2020/21. Up to €20,000 is available for eligible drivers switching to 
a new all-electric vehicle and up to €32,500 for those moving to a wheelchair accessible full 
electric vehicle.

Under the Retro-fit Programme to upgrade older public transport infrastructure to make it 
accessible for people with disabilities, funding is provided for the Wheelchair Accessible Ve-
hicle (WAV) Grant Scheme. The WAV Grant Scheme has been operating annually since 2014 
and provides grants for the acquisition or conversion of suitable vehicles to operate as WAVs 
in the SPSV fleet. This scheme offers up to €7,500 for the purchase of a new wheelchair acces-
sible vehicle.

Both of these schemes are administered by the National Transport Authority (NTA), the 
statutory regulator under the Taxi Regulation Act 2013. In light of the NTA’s role in administer-
ing the scheme, I have forwarded the aspect of your question which relates to the cost of these 
schemes to the NTA for direct reply.

Last year, my Department funded installation of SPSV-dedicated EV charging infrastructure 
at Dublin and Cork airports, as well as at Heuston, Kent and Colbert train stations.  My Depart-
ment is supporting further installations for SPSV charging at key transport hubs in 2021, with 
an allocation of €3 million earmarked for that purpose.  

27/07/2021WRR01500Greenways Provision

27/07/2021WRR01600281. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport the status of the Boyne 
greenway from Mornington, County Meath to Drogheda, County Louth; the progress that has 
been made to date on the project; if funding will be made available as a priority if the project 



27 July 2021

131

advances through the planning stages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41266/21]

27/07/2021WRR01700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As the Deputy is aware the Programme 
for Government committed to significantly increased investment in walking and cycling over 
the lifetime of this Government. I believe this investment will be hugely beneficial to our soci-
ety, our health and our environment and it will support projects across the country, in both urban 
and rural Ireland, as this Government looks to fundamentally change the nature of transport in 
Ireland.

In Budget 2021 we announced that €360 million was being allocated across Government to 
support walking and cycling this year. These allocations are being made available through my 
own Department’s expanded active travel and greenways programmes, as well as through other 
programmes such as the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund, the Rural Regeneration 
and Development Fund and the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme.

With regard to the Boyne Greenway from Mornington, County Meath to Drogheda, Co. 
Louth I am pleased to inform the Deputy of the following: 

- Funding for 2021 is €150,000;

- Grant funding to date on the full scheme between Trim, Navan and Drogheda, including 
the Mornington section, is €792,366;

- The project is currently at Phase 4 - Planning and Statutory Approvals;

- Ecological surveys have been undertaken.

27/07/2021WRR01800Cycling Facilities

27/07/2021WRR01900282. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Transport if he has further examined 
the concept of priority cycle routes particularly in proximity to planned or established green-
ways; if he will fund a pilot project for local authorities to apply to for such developments; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [41299/21]

27/07/2021WRR02000Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
Programme for Government – Our Shared Future sets out an ambitious and wide-ranging set of 
commitments in relation to walking and cycling, supported by an increased multi-annual bud-
getary allocation amounting to some €360m per annum over the lifetime of the Government. 
This funding allocation will see the roll-out of walking and cycling infrastructure across the 
country, including Greenways.

The issue of connectivity between various types of walking and cycling infrastructure, 
whether active travel projects in our cities or Greenways across more rural areas, is one which is 
currently being examined. The Strategy for the Future Development of National and Regional 
Greenways is strategic and cites the need to link into existing cycling and walking infrastruc-
ture. 

To this end, both the National Transport Authority (NTA) and Transport Infrastructure Ire-
land (TII) are undertaking complementary pieces of work to both map existing infrastructure 
and identify any connectivity gaps to inform future planning decisions and funding allocations. 
The NTA are working directly with local authorities to create local level Cycling Plans, while 
the TII will examine this issue at a national, strategic level. It is hoped that a National Cycle 
Network plan will be produced by Quarter 3 2022.
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The issue of cycle routes and their proximity to planned or established greenways will form 
part of this valuable workstream. The issue of funding for pilot projects as suggested by the 
Deputy is one which we can examine further as work on the production of a National Cycle 
Network plan progresses into next year.  

27/07/2021WRR02100Driver Test

27/07/2021WRR02200283. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Transport the reason some learner 
drivers going for a driving test were refused due to the fact that the insurance disk they had 
printed out as a consequence of working from home due to Covid-19 was deemed to have a 
faded colour or wrong colour by the tester and that this then imposed an additional test fee and a 
further delay for many learner drivers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41325/21]

27/07/2021WRR02300Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Ve-
hicles presented for a driving test must be insured, and the RSA is entitled to refuse a test if 
proper proof of insurance is not provided.  Some vehicle insurers issue hardcopy insurance 
discs which meet legal requirements, while others issue discs electronically for home printing.  

Legal requirements include a green stripe on the disc, and I understand that sometimes 
home-printed discs may produce differing colours.  There is an inevitable concern that home-
printed discs may be easy to forge, and the RSA have an obligation, to be wary of this.   

I have no role in individual cases, and if the Deputy has specific cases in mind I would sug-
gest that he raise them with the RSA.

27/07/2021WRR02400Commercial Vehicle Testing

27/07/2021WRR02500284. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Transport the reason the commer-
cial vehicles vehicle test which have been carried out in recent months were backdated and ve-
hicle tested at the time did not get a year-long certificate of road worthiness (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41326/21]

27/07/2021WRR02600Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): As 
the Deputy may be aware, in response to Covid -19, the Commercial Vehicle Roadworthiness 
(Vehicle Testing) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 (S.I. No. 133/2020) were signed into law on 
20 April 2020.

 These Regulations amended the Commercial Vehicle Roadworthiness (Vehicle Testing) 
(No. 2) Regulations 2013 (S.I. No. 347 of 2013) to provide that a 3 month extension be given 
to test due dates for commercial vehicles under the following circumstances: 

- Any commercial vehicle with a first test due date falling during the period beginning on 
28 March 2020 and ending on 30 June 2020, will have its test due date pushed forward by 3 
months; and 

- Any commercial vehicle with a valid certificate of roadworthiness (CRW) on 28 March 
2020 (i.e. test  due date on or after 28 March 2020), will have its test due date pushed forward 
by 3 months.

The operation of the Commercial Vehicle Roadworthiness Testing (CVRT) service is the 
statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority, and I have no role in determining indi-
vidual cases.
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I have referred the question to the Authority for direct reply.  I would ask the Deputy to 
contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.

27/07/2021WRR02700Rail Network

27/07/2021WRR02800285. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport if discussions have taken 
place within his Department or if any third party has made contact with his Department in re-
spect of the possible reopening of the Dunleer train station to cater for mid-Louth commuters; 
the details of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41332/21]

27/07/2021WRR02900288. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport if any discussions have 
taken place within his Department in respect of a much needed train station on the north of the 
Viaduct Bridge in Drogheda, County Louth; the details of same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41411/21]

27/07/2021WRR03000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 285 and 
288 together.

As Minister for Transport,  I have responsibility for policy and overall funding in relation 
to public transport. The maintenance, renewal and operation of the rail network and stations on 
the network including the proposed stations referred to, is a matter for Iarnród Éireann in the 
first instance.

I am not aware of any discussions between Iarnród Éireann, or other third parties, and the 
Department on the matter the Deputy has queried.

In the coming weeks work will begin on an all-island Strategic Rail Review and that Review 
will consider all options in relation to the inter-urban and inter-regional network and issues such 
as those referred to by the Deputy could form part of that consideration. There will be a public 
engagement process as part of the Review and I would certainly encourage public representa-
tives, and all other stakeholders, to put their views forward as part of this Review.   

27/07/2021WRR03100Driver Test

27/07/2021WRR03200286. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Transport the number of persons await-
ing driving tests and driver theory tests; the number of driving tests and driver theory tests tak-
ing place monthly; the expected timeline for when the backlog due to the pandemic is expected 
to be cleared; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41390/21]

27/07/2021WRR03300Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
driving test and theory test are the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.

The information requested is held by the Authority and this question is being referred to it 
for direct reply. 

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.

27/07/2021WRR03400Coast Guard Service

27/07/2021WRR03500287. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Transport the annual cost for operating 
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Coast Guard helicopters by station. [41410/21]

27/07/2021WRR03600Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
Irish Coast Guard has a contract with CHCI DAC for the provision of a SAR helicopter service 
which includes 4 bases, at Dublin, Waterford, Shannon and Sligo.  I am advised that the Depart-
ment does not have a breakdown of costs per base. The Department pays CHC on the basis of 
a monthly standing charge and additional variable costs in line with the terms of the contract.  
The annual costs for the service is in the region of €60m. 

  Question No. 288 answered with Question No. 285.

27/07/2021WRR03800Road Network

27/07/2021WRR03900289. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Transport if his attention has been 
drawn to plans by officials at Dún Laoghaire Rathdown County Council to remove access to 
one lane of Deansgrange Road; if his officials have met with the council to consider the implica-
tions for public transport users including those who use bus routes to access important amenities 
such as Deansgrange Cemetery; if the NTA has been consulted in relation to the impact on bus 
journey times and the impact on the proposed BusConnects routes in the area; if he will publish 
the details of any reports prepared; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41412/21]

27/07/2021WRR04000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport 
Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for the planning and development of public trans-
port infrastructure in the Greater Dublin Area, including the BusConnects programme.

Noting the NTA’s responsibility in the matter, I have referred the Deputy’s question to the 
NTA for a direct reply.  Please contact my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 
days.

27/07/2021WRR04100Driver Test

27/07/2021WRR04200290. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Transport the status of an urgent driv-
ing test appointment for a person (details supplied) at the Tallaght, Dublin 24 test centre.; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [41413/21]

27/07/2021WRR04300Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
driving test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.

Individual cases are a matter for the Authority and the question in relation to this case is be-
ing referred to it for direct reply. 

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.

27/07/2021WRR04400Grant Payments

27/07/2021WRR04500291. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Finance the grants that are available for 
car owners to modify their vehicles to accommodate disability in the family, for example, due 
to dementia; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39992/21]
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27/07/2021WRR04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Department of Finance does not 
provide any grants for the purchase of a vehicle but instead administers the Disabled Drivers 
and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme which provides relief from Vehicle Reg-
istration Tax and VAT on the purchase and use of an adapted car, as well as an exemption from 
motor tax and an annual fuel grant.  

The Scheme is open to severely and permanently disabled persons as a driver or as a passen-
ger and also to certain charitable organisations. In order to qualify for relief, the applicant must 
hold a Primary Medical Certificate issued by the relevant Senior Area Medical Officer (SAMO) 
or a Board Medical Certificate issued by the Disabled Driver Medical Board of Appeal. Certain 
other qualifying criteria apply in relation to the vehicle, in particular that it must be specially 
constructed or adapted for use by the applicant.  

To qualify for a Primary Medical Certificate an applicant must be permanently and severely 
disabled. The terms of the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers Scheme set out six medi-
cal criteria, at least one of which is required to be satisfied in order to obtain a Primary Medical 
Certificate. The criteria are as follows:

- Be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both legs.

- Be wholly without the use of one of their legs and almost wholly without the use of the 
other leg such that they are severely restricted as to movement of their lower limbs.

- Be without both hands or without both arms.

- Be without one or both legs.

- Be wholly or almost wholly without the use of both hands or arms and wholly or almost 
wholly without the use of one leg.

- Have the medical condition of dwarfism and have serious difficulties of movement of the 
lower limbs.

27/07/2021WRR04700Vehicle Registration Tax

27/07/2021WRR04800292. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Finance the number of vehicles that 
have been registered through the VRT system in each of the months during 2021 to date; the 
revenue received in VRT payments by the State in each of the months in 2021; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40149/21]

27/07/2021WRR04900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the num-
ber of vehicles registered for Vehicle Registration Tax (VRT) to end June 2021, and the tax 
collected on these registrations, are provided in the table below.  These figures are provisional 
and are therefore subject to potential future revisions.

Total Receipts 
€m

Category A 
New 

Category A 
Used 

Category 
B/C/D/E 
New

Category 
B/C/D/E 
Used

All All

Jan  25,176  7,157  6,163  3,037  41,533 135.7 
Feb  13,713  5,981  4,119  2,245  26,058 108.0 
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Mar  9,221  6,003  3,936  2,169  21,329 73.5 
Apr  7,179  5,815  3,348  1,805  18,147 61.8 
May  5,953  6,184  3,178  1,901  17,216 53.8 
Jun  2,783  5,797  1,428  1,703  11,711 42.0 

Brexit Issues

293. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to the heavy impact of Brexit tariffs and VAT requirements on TAN number holders importing 
used cars from the UK; if he will seek a review of regulations for such dealers in respect of mar-
ginal scheme cars; if his attention has been drawn to the shortage of quality used cars available 
to the Irish market; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40392/21]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In accordance with the Agreement on 
the Withdrawal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland from the Europe-
an Union, from 1 January 2021 onwards, goods imported from Great Britain must be declared 
to Customs, and the goods are liable to customs duty (if applicable) and VAT at import.  The 
Agreement is clear that this applies to all goods, and it leaves no possibility for a different ar-
rangement such as, for example, reverting to the tax treatment of used cars that had applied dur-
ing the Transition Period before 1 January.  Under the terms of the Protocol on Ireland/Northern 
Ireland, trade in goods between Ireland and Northern Ireland should continue as before, with 
no requirement for customs declarations and no liability to customs duty and VAT at import. 

Since the UK left the EU Single Market and Customs Union, customs formalities apply to 
vehicles being imported from Great Britain.  While I appreciate the significant impact this has 
on businesses, Customs is an EU competence and applies in all Member States, and it is not 
possible for me, as Minister for Finance, to implement any measures or suspend any measures 
that are not in compliance with EU Customs legislation.

It should be noted however, that the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA) 
eliminated tariff duties for trade between the EU and Great Britain where the relevant rules of 
origin are met.  If the vehicles are of UK origin, then a 0% tariff rate applies.  Tariffs of 10% 
will apply to vehicles which are not of UK origin.  However, in certain instances returned goods 
relief may apply.  This relief applies where the vehicles were originally exported from the EU, 
have not been altered and are re-imported within three years of export from the EU.  In very 
specific circumstances, relief from Value-Added Tax (VAT) may also apply where the goods 
are re-imported into the EU by the same economic entity that originally exported the goods out 
of the EU.  

Further detailed information on Returned Goods Relief and Movement of Motor Vehicles 
including proofs required for claiming the relief is available on the Revenue Website.  

There is a particular issue with margin scheme cars.  The UK has introduced significant 
changes to the VAT regime for used cars imported from Great Britain into Northern Ireland 
and extended the scope of the Margin Scheme to them.  Under the Margin Scheme, a car dealer 
simply accounts for VAT on his or her gross profit margin on the sale of a used car, i.e. on the 
difference in the trade-in and resale prices.  The UK had signalled that it would approach the 
European Commission to seek changes to the rules that apply under the Withdrawal Agreement/
Protocol but they moved unilaterally on 14th January 2021 and published new rules that apply 
retrospectively from 31 December.  The UK asked the Commission for a permanent derogation 
from the VAT Directive to allow them to operate the scheme but the Commission refused on the 
basis that the margin scheme cannot be applied on sales in Northern Ireland of second-hand cars 
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imported from any 3rd   country including Great Britain. 

As a result, and after considering the scale of the threat posed by the abusive routing of 
cars imported into the State from Great Britain through Northern Ireland and the resulting 
non-payment of VAT at import, Revenue changed its guidance and indicated that cars imported 
from Great Britain into Northern Ireland after 31 December 2020 could only be subsequently 
imported into the State and reregistered here after they were declared to customs and customs 
duty, if applicable, and VAT at import were paid.  This ensures that they are liable for VAT and 
Duty on the same basis as used cars brought into the State from Britain. The guidance also indi-
cated that used cars imported into Northern Ireland from Great Britain prior to 1 January 2021 
would not be subject to the need to complete a customs declaration and would not be liable to 
customs duty or VAT at import.  The additional paperwork requirements have been kept to a 
minimum with a simplified Supplementary Import Declaration being required which allows the 
VAT on import to be paid. 

The current approach explained above addresses the risk of substantial tax avoidance that 
has been posed since the 14 January announcement, should parties who are importing used ve-
hicles from Britain into the State decide to route the transaction via Northern Ireland.  The aim 
is to bring equal tax treatment to used car imports from Great Britain into the State, whether 
they be imported through a direct or an indirect route.  The approach is intended to be temporary 
in nature, pending a resolution to the issue between the UK and the European Commission.   

Tax Code

294. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if he will introduce a VAT re-
fund scheme for first-time buyers or builders in respect of the first €200,000 spent on materials 
and labour; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40412/21]

443. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance his views on whether it is 
sustainable to continue to tax housing construction and materials so heavily at a time when 
persons and the economy require houses more than anything else; his further views on whether 
a fundamental shift to targeted low tax policy in respect of housing construction and material 
would be the obvious and simplest way to support first-time buyers and builders in particular; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41309/21]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 294 
and 443 together.

I am advised by Revenue that the VAT rating of goods and services is subject to EU VAT 
legislation with which Irish VAT law must comply.  In general, the EU VAT Directive provides 
that all goods and services are liable to VAT at the standard rate, currently 23% in Ireland, un-
less they fall within categories of goods and services specified in Annex III of the VAT Direc-
tive, in respect of which Member States may apply a lower rate from VAT.  In line with the VAT 
Directive, Ireland also maintains several standstill provisions and derogations that allows it to 
maintain reduced rates to certain supplies for historical reasons.  While most Member states ap-
ply their standard VAT rate to construction services, it is important to realise that Ireland already 
applies a 13.5% reduced rate of VAT to all construction services under a derogation from the 
EU VAT Directive.

The Deputy is suggesting a differentiation of VAT rate on housing according to the type of 
buyer involved.  Under the EU VAT Directive, for the purposes of applying VAT rates, it is not 
permissible to differentiate between first-time and other categories of buyers, or to differentiate 
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between the supply of different types of residential property (based, for example, on the type or 
size of residential property).

While it would be legally possible to decide to further reduce the VAT rate on the construc-
tion, repair and renovation of residential property, this would not be possible for non-residential 
property;  however, such an approach would be very undesirable, as it would involve having 
two separate VAT rates applying to similar construction services, which would be complex to 
administer and could easily lead to accidental or fraudulent underpayments of VAT.  

The Deputy asks about VAT on building materials.  Revenue advises me that, under the EU 
VAT Directive and Irish VAT legislation, the supply of building materials is liable to VAT at 
the standard rate, currently 23%.  Member States are not permitted to apply a VAT rate lower 
than the standard rate to building materials, although Ireland – by way of historic derogation 
from the general rule – is permitted to continue to apply its reduced rate, currently 13.5%, to 
the supply of ready-to-pour concrete and certain concrete blocks.  It should be borne in mind 
that while builders and developers charge VAT on sales of developed residential property at the 
13.5% reduced rate, they are entitled to recover the full VAT incurred in the development of that 
property, including VAT at the standard rate on building materials. Thus, even were it possible, 
a reduction in the rate of VAT on building materials would not reduce building costs. 

On the question of the level of the VAT rates generally, it is worth noting that it is unlikely 
that a reduction would be passed to consumers;  the construction industry have previously in-
dicated that they see a reduction in the VAT rate as a method to improve cash flow and not as a 
tool to effect price reductions.

The Deputy also asked about the possibility of a VAT Refund Scheme for first time buyers or 
builders in respect of the first €200,000 spent on materials and labour.  I am advised by Revenue 
that the introduction of a VAT compensation mechanism for purchasers is generally contrary to 
the operation of VAT.  It is for this reason that Ireland has not introduced any new VAT refund 
orders since the 1980’s and any changes to VAT refunds since then have been either by EU 
requirement or making minor changes to existing orders.  In any event, as a normal feature of 
the VAT system, builders are already entitled to recover the VAT they incur in the development 
of property.

In addition, the Deputy will be aware that rather than a reduction in the VAT rate on the 
construction sector I introduced the Help to Buy (HTB) incentive to assist first-time purchas-
ers with the deposit they need to buy or build a new house or apartment.  Section 477C Taxes 
Consolidation Act 1997 outlines the definitions and conditions that apply to the scheme.  The 
incentive gives a refund of Income Tax and Deposit Interest Retention Tax (DIRT) paid in Ire-
land over the previous four years, subject to limits outlined in the legislation.  As well as assist-
ing first-time buyers, the fact that the HTB is targeted at new residential developments has also 
assisted with the supply of residential properties for would-be purchasers. 

Tax Yield

295. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Finance the revenue that was generated 
by each local authority from local property tax fees and charges in each of the years 2016 to 
2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. [40608/21]

401. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Finance the amount of local property 
tax that was collected by Meath County Council in each of the years 2013 to 2020 and to date 
in 2021, in tabular form. [40563/21]
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402. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Finance the amount of local property 
tax that was collected by Westmeath County Council in each of the years 2013 to 2020 and to 
date in 2021, in tabular form. [40564/21]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 295, 
401 and 402 together.

Revenue publishes detailed quarterly and end of year statistics on Local Property Tax (LPT), 
on its website at link: https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statis-
tics/local-property-tax/ 

Among other information, these statistics include the amount of LPT collected by each Lo-
cal Authority in each year since 2013 and for the first two quarters of 2021.

Insurance Industry

296. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Finance the current and future plans 
to tackle the crisis in terms of public liability insurance; the expected timelines in this regard; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40953/21]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As committed to in the 2020 Programme 
for Government, Government is prioritising reform of the insurance sector with particular em-
phasis on motor, public liability, and employer liability insurance. The whole-of-Government 
approach being taken through the Action Plan for Insurance Reform therefore sets out 66 ac-
tions which aim to improve both the cost and availability of this key financial service, particu-
larly for businesses. As the Deputy may be aware, the Cabinet Committee Insurance Reform 
Sub-Group earlier this month published the first six-monthly Implementation Report of the 
Action Plan. This shows that work is progressing well to implement these important reforms, 
with 34 of the 66 actions now completed. The Sub-Group’s focus now is on implementing the 
outstanding actions on time.

One of the key achievements in the first half of this year under the Action Plan was the im-
plementation of the Personal Injuries Guidelines  , which represents a key achievement of this 
insurance reform agenda, and was realised several months ahead of schedule. The Guidelines 
significantly reduce award levels for many categories of common injuries, particularly those of 
soft tissue.  Of note is that a number of common injuries will now move to the jurisdiction of the 
District rather than the Circuit Court, thus reducing associated legal fees. The Guidelines also 
provide guidance in relation to injuries previously not included in the Book of Quantum and 
will be used by both the Personal Injuries Assessment Board (PIAB) and the judiciary. There-
fore, they should help to bring more certainty to claimants and insurers, and as such reinforce 
the benefits of using the PIAB to settle claims. This in turn should further reduce the costs of 
claims, particularly legal fees. I have previously set out my view that these costs, rather than the 
profit component, tend to represent a bigger factor in the cost of insurance premiums. As such, 
it is important that they are lowered.  

As Minister for Finance, my expectation is that insurers will now commence reflecting sav-
ings from reduced award levels to customers, in line with past commitments, and I intend to 
hold them to account on this. Minister of State Fleming met with the CEOs of the main insurers 
operating in Ireland to set out the Government’s expectation in this regard. These engagements 
were positive, with insurers indicating that they will begin lowering premiums in response to 
the Guidelines. The Minister of State will meet with CEOs again later this year to review their 
ongoing response to this and other key reforms. 
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As the Deputy will also be aware, the Central Bank earlier this month published the first 
National Claims Information Database (NCID) report on employer liability, public liability and 
commercial property insurance. This is a rich source of data, which represents a baseline that 
will continue to be enhanced in the coming years, and enable us to analyse market develop-
ments. Ireland is virtually unique in having this level of information and transparency available 
to policy makers. Further development of the NCID is a key priority for my Department going 
forward, to allow Government to make informed and appropriate decisions when it comes to 
improving the public liability insurance market, as well as other forms of insurance for busi-
nesses. My officials are currently engaging with the Central Bank to consider what enhance-
ments could be made, in particular so that the impact of the Personal Injury Guidelines can be 
seen in future motor, employer and public liability reports. 

Finally, I would like to assure the Deputy that work remains ongoing across Government 
to deliver further elements of the Action Plan, including measures to reform the PIAB, reduce 
fraud, and make changes to the duty of care in order to strengthen waivers and notices. It is 
my hope that the implementation of these key actions in particular should further help to lower 
public liability insurance costs for businesses.

Insurance Industry

297. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Finance the engagements he has had 
with insurance underwriters to bring more into the market; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40954/21]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): This Government is committed to im-
proving the cost and availability of insurance for all consumers, businesses and community 
groups. In this regard, the Action Plan for Insurance Reform sets out 66 actions across a num-
ber of policy areas. As the Deputy may be aware, the Government recently published the first 
Action Plan Implementation Report, which shows that work is progressing well to implement 
these important reforms, with 34 of the 66 actions now completed.

One of the key achievements of the Government’s reform agenda is the new Office to Pro-
mote Competition in the Insurance Market  , which is chaired by Minister of State Fleming. 
Since its establishment, the Office has held meetings with a wide range of stakeholders includ-
ing insurance companies, representative bodies, civil society groups and state regulators on 
the issues surrounding competition. Minister Fleming met with CEOs of the major insurance 
providers in Ireland earlier in the year and will meet with them again in the autumn to discuss 
a variety of issues with them. I would like to add that we are already seeing indications that the 
insurance industry is beginning to respond positively to our reform agenda with the announce-
ment recently by a specialist insurer that it will expand its footprint in Ireland. This is a wel-
come development, which may prompt other firms to expand their product offerings.

The Department is also working closely with the IDA to bring new entrants into the Irish 
insurance market and to improve its overall competitiveness. Officials from both are develop-
ing a customised proposal for potential market entrants and are identifying targets to engage 
intensively with. This will, in the first instance, seek out providers who offer insurance in areas 
which have been identified as ‘pinch-points’ in the Irish market where some customers are en-
countering difficulties. 

The Deputy may also be aware that the Central Bank recently published the first National 
Claims Information Database (NCID) report on employers’ liability (EL), public liability (PL) 
and commercial property insurance. It showed that while many businesses in Ireland are ac-
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cessing affordable insurance, some industries are encountering difficulties. This report is a rich 
source of data which will further enhance the transparency of the sector. My officials are also 
engaging with the Central Bank to consider what enhancements could be made to further im-
prove transparency in the next iteration of this report, which will prove to be useful in encourag-
ing new entrants to the Irish insurance market. 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to assure the Deputy that securing a more 
sustainable and competitive market through deepening and widening the supply of insurance 
in Ireland remains a key policy priority for this Government.  In this regard, it is my intention 
to work with my Government colleagues to ensure that implementation of the Action Plan can 
have a positive impact on the affordability and availability of insurance for individuals, busi-
nesses, community and voluntary groups across Ireland.

Tax Data

298. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full year 
cost of uncollected tax revenue as a result of individuals offsetting their private health insurance 
costs against tax liabilities. [41218/21]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by Revenue that the es-
timated cost of Medical Insurance Relief is included in the ‘Costs of Tax Expenditures Publica-
tion’ (Credits, Allowances and Reliefs), which is available at link: https://www.revenue.ie/en/
corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/tax-expenditures/costs-expenditures.aspx.

For the convenience of the Deputy, the publication states that the cost of Medical Insurance 
Relief in 2018 was €355.7m and over 1.25m taxpayers claimed this relief.

The current publication includes data up to 2018. The publication will be updated with data 
for 2019 in the coming weeks when analysis of tax returns for that year is finalised. This infor-
mation will be available at the same link as provided above. 

Banking Sector

299. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Finance if banks are entitled to refuse a 
mortgage to a person whose employer is availing of the employment wage subsidy scheme; and 
if not, the avenue that is open to employees who are being refused on such a basis. [39101/21]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Since the COVID-19 situation first 
arose, I have maintained contact with the BPFI and lenders on the measures they have put in 
place to assist their customers who are economically impacted by the pandemic.  In relation 
to the particular issue of new mortgage lending, the main retail banks previously confirmed 
that they are considering mortgage applications and mortgage drawdowns in relation to their 
customers who were on the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme on a case by case basis and 
that they are taking a fair and balanced approach.  Lenders continue to process mortgage ap-
plications and have supports in place to assist customers impacted by COVID-19. Therefore, 
if mortgage applicants have any queries or concerns about the impact of COVID-19 on their 
mortgage application, they should in the first instance contact their lender directly on the matter.

However, there are certain consumer protection requirements which govern the provision of 
mortgage credit.  For example, the European Union (Consumer Mortgage Credit Agreements) 
Regulations 2016 (CMCAR) provide that, before concluding a mortgage credit agreement, a 
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lender must make a thorough assessment of the consumer’s creditworthiness with a view to 
verifying the prospect of the consumer being able to meet his or her obligations under the credit 
agreement.  The CMCAR further provide that a lender should only make credit available to a 
consumer where the result of the creditworthiness assessment indicates that the consumer’s 
obligations resulting from the credit agreement are likely to be met in the manner required 
under that agreement.  The assessment of creditworthiness must be carried out on the basis of 
information on the consumer’s income and expenses and other financial and economic circum-
stances which are necessary, sufficient and proportionate. 

In addition, the Central Bank’s Consumer Protection Code 2012 imposes ‘Knowing the 
Consumer and Suitability’ requirements on lenders.  Under these requirements, lenders are 
required to assess affordability of credit and the suitability of a product or service based on the 
individual circumstances of each borrower. The Code specifies that the affordability assessment 
must include consideration of the information gathered on the borrower’s personal circum-
stances and financial situation.  Furthermore, where a lender refuses a mortgage application, 
the CMCAR requires that the lender must inform the consumer without delay of the refusal. In 
addition, the Code requires that the lender must clearly outline to the consumer the reasons why 
the credit was not approved, and provide these reasons on paper if requested.

Within this regulatory framework, the decision to grant or refuse an application for mortgage 
credit remains a commercial matter for the individual lender.  Also a loan offer may contain a 
condition that would allow the lender to withdraw or vary the offer if in the lender’s opinion 
there is any material change in circumstances prior to drawdown. In such cases, the decision to 
withdraw or vary the offer is also a commercial and contractual decision for the lender. 

Nevertheless, the Central Bank has indicated that it expects all regulated firms to take a 
consumer-focused approach and to act in their customers’ best interests at all times, including 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.  If a mortgage applicant is not satisfied with how a regulated 
firm is dealing with them in relation to an application for credit or the drawn down of credit, 
or they believe that the regulated firm is not following the requirements of the Central Bank’s 
codes and regulations or other financial services law, they should make a complaint directly 
to the regulated firm. If the mortgage applicant is still not satisfied with the response from the 
regulated firm, he or she can refer the complaint to the statutory Financial Services and Pen-
sions Ombudsman.

Electric Vehicles

300. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Finance further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 181 of 6 July 2021, the status of hybrid vehicles and if they fall into the 
EV category; the position on commercial vehicles in relation to this matter; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39111/21]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): In Finance Act 2019 I legislated for 
a CO2-based benefit-in-kind (BIK) regime for company cars from 1/1/2023. From that date 
the amount taxable as BIK remains determined by the car’s original market value (OMV) and 
the annual business kilometres driven, while new CO2 emissions-based bands will determine 
whether a standard, discounted, or surcharged rate is taxable. The number of mileage bands is 
reduced from five to four.

The BIK applied to hybrid electric vehicles will be dependent on their CO2 emissions, 
OMV, and annual kilometres driven. Well-performing hybrids will fall into Band A (0-59gCO2/
km) and thus be liable to BIK at a favourable rate between 9%-22.5% depending on mileage. 
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Commercial vehicles are currently charged a flat rate of 5% BIK, and I legislated in Finance 
Act 2019 for an increase to 8% to take effect on 1/1/2023. 

Tax Avoidance

301. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 82 of 30 June 2021, the percentage of notice of opinion and notice of assessments 
issued under the general anti-avoidance rules which result in an additional tax yield; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39253/21]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that, of the 
517 Notices of Opinion issued by Revenue under section 811 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 
1997, 72 are still under enquiry.  Of the 445 Notices finalised, 12.4% (55 Notices), resulted in 
a settlement with Revenue which included additional tax.  

I understand that of the 445 notices finalised, 85.2% (379 notices), were withdrawn result-
ing in a nil yield following the Supreme Court’s decision in the Hans Droog case. As advised to 
the Deputy in Parliamentary Question No. 82 of 30 June 2021, it was successfully argued by the 
appellant in that case that time limits set out in legislation relating to the self-assessment system 
applied also to the general anti-avoidance legislation. 

Also as previously advised to the Deputy, I understand from Revenue that no assessments 
have issued to-date under section 811C of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 which applies 
to tax avoidance transactions commenced after 23 October 2014 and requires the issue by 
Revenue of a Notice of Assessment instead of a Notice of Opinion.  I understand it has been 
possible for Revenue to challenge tax avoidance transactions identified that took place after 23 
October 2014 using specific legislative provisions, therefore to-date it has not been necessary 
for Revenue to issue assessments under section 811C.

Tax Avoidance

302. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 82 of 30 June 2021, the penalties or other consequences for the legal, accounting or 
other professional advisers who were involved in advising or implementing the transaction 
in cases in which notice of opinion and notice of assessments issued under the general anti-
avoidance rules result in an additional tax yield; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39254/21]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that there is 
no provision in the legislation to impose penalties or other consequences on professional advi-
sors involved in advising or implementing transactions in respect of which Revenue issue a 
Notice of Opinion under the general anti-avoidance legislation in section 811 of the Taxes Con-
solidation Act (TCA) 1997, or an assessment under section 811C of the TCA 1997, and which 
subsequently result in an additional tax yield when finalised.

The Deputy should be aware that Finance Act 2010 introduced a Mandatory Disclosure Re-
gime, the purpose of which is to ensure tax advisors and promoters of certain types of transac-
tions as defined, provide information to Revenue on the nature of the transaction together with 
other details. This ensures Revenue is informed of these transactions and can determine if they 
consider the transaction represents tax avoidance and if so, the action they consider appropriate. 
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Failure to comply with this Mandatory Disclosure Regime may result in an advisor or pro-
moter becoming liable to a civil penalty, as provided for in section 817O of the TCA 1997. The 
quantum of penalty is related to the level of non-compliance with the reporting requirement. 
I am advised by Revenue that to date they have not identified any such non-disclosure cases.

Insurance Industry

303. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that a tourism business (details supplied) has been forced to close due to being unable 
to get insurance which will lead to the loss of up to 20 jobs and removes an important tourist at-
traction from north County Tipperary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39281/21]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am conscious of the difficulties that 
the absence or withdrawal of insurance cover can cause to homeowners and businesses, and 
that is one of the reasons the Government has prioritised insurance reform. While neither I, nor 
the Central Bank of Ireland, can interfere in the provision or pricing of insurance products, I 
can assure the Deputy that this Government is committed to improving the cost and availability 
of insurance for all consumers, businesses and community groups. This includes the important 
leisure and hospitality sectors.

In this regard, the Action Plan for Insurance Reform   sets out 66 actions which aim to bring 
down costs for consumers and business; introduce more competition into the market; prevent 
fraud and reduce the burden that insurance costs can have on business, community and volun-
tary organisations. As you may be aware, the Government recently published the first Action 
Plan Implementation Report, which shows that work is progressing well to implement these 
important reforms, with 34 of the 66 actions now completed.

Among these key achievements has been the implementation of new Personal Injuries 
Guidelines, which have significantly lowered award levels for many categories of common in-
juries, particularly those of soft tissue. As awards have been reduced, we now expect that insur-
ance premiums should also be reduced. This is a logical consequence and it is also the commit-
ment that the industry has made. Minister Fleming will meet with CEOs of the major insurance 
providers again later this year to review their ongoing response to this and other key reforms. 

Another key achievement of the reform agenda is the new Office to Promote Competition in 
the Insurance Market  . Since its establishment, the Office has held meetings with wide range 
of stakeholders including insurance companies, representative bodies, civil society groups and 
state regulators on the issues surrounding competition. Minister Fleming will report on a regu-
lar basis to the Cabinet Sub-Group on its progress.

The Department is also working closely with the IDA to bring new entrants into the Irish 
insurance market and to improve its overall competitiveness. Officials from both are developing 
a customised proposal for potential market entrants and are targets to engage intensively with. 
This will, in the first instance, target providers who offer insurance in areas which have been 
identified as ‘pinch-points’ in the Irish market such as the one you have highlighted. 

The Deputy may also be aware that the Central Bank recently published the first National 
Claims Information Database report on employers’ liability (EL), public liability (PL) and com-
mercial property insurance. It showed that many businesses in Ireland are accessing affordable 
insurance, but some industries are finding it very difficult. This is a rich source of data which 
will further enhance the transparency of the sector. My officials are also engaging with the 
Central Bank to consider what enhancements could be made to further improve transparency 
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through the next iteration of this report, so that the impact of the Guidelines can be seen in the 
EL, PL and commercial property market.

I would like to add that we are already seeing indications that the insurance industry is be-
ginning to respond positively to our reform agenda. 

Finally, it may interest the Deputy to know that Insurance Ireland, the representative body 
for insurance providers in this country, operates an Insurance Information Service for those 
who have queries, complaints or difficulties in relation to obtaining insurance, which can be 
accessed at feedback@insuranceireland.eu.

Insurance Industry

304. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Finance his views on the high cost of 
insurance that is being asked of operators in the forestry industry. [39321/21]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am very conscious of the difficulties 
facing some sectors, including those such as the forestry sector, with regard to the affordability 
and availability of insurance cover.  It should be noted at the outset that neither I, nor the Central 
Bank of Ireland, can direct the pricing or provision of insurance products, as this is a commer-
cial matter which individual companies assess on a case-by-case basis. 

The Government has nevertheless prioritised the reform of the insurance sector in order to 
improve the cost and availability of this key financial service, including for businesses. The Ac-
tion Plan for Insurance Reform   sets out 66 actions in this regard across several policy areas, 
including my Department, with 95% due to be completed by the end of 2021. At its most recent 
meeting in June, the Cabinet Sub-Group on Insurance Reform, which oversees the implemen-
tation of the Action Plan, reflected upon the considerable progress made in the first half of 
this year. Subsequently, the first Action Plan Implementation Report was published earlier this 
month which shows that 34 out of the 66 actions now completed. One of the key achievements 
has been the adoption of new personal injuries guidelines, which have significantly reduced 
awards for a range of injuries and I now expect that premiums will decline as a consequence. 
It is something that both I and Minister of State Fleming have stressed the necessity of in our 
engagements with the insurance industry over recent months.

Another significant achievement has been the creation of the new Office to Promote Compe-
tition in the Insurance Market   within the Department of Finance. The role of the Office is two-
fold: to assist in reducing insurance costs, and increasing the availability of cover, by promoting 
competition in the Irish insurance market. The Office has held a number of meetings with key 
stakeholders to discuss important matters regarding reducing cost, consumer empowerment and 
increasing the provision of relevant information.  Minister Fleming, who chairs the Office, will 
report on a regular basis to the Cabinet Sub-Group on its progress.

The Department is also working closely with the IDA to bring new entrants into the Irish 
insurance market and to improve its overall competitiveness. Officials from both are developing 
a customised proposition for potential market entrants and are identifying a specific targets to 
engage intensively with. This will, in the first instance, target providers who offer insurance in 
areas which have been identified as ‘pinch-points’ in the Irish market. 

I would like to add that we are already seeing some indications that the insurance industry 
is beginning to respond positively to our reform agenda.

In conclusion, seeking to secure a more sustainable and competitive market through deep-
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ening and widening the supply of insurance in Ireland remains a key policy priority for this 
Government. In this regard, it is my firm belief that ongoing work across Government to deliver 
the remaining elements of the Action Plan, including measures to reform the Personal Injuries 
Assessment Board (PIAB), reduce fraud, and make changes to the duty of care, will help more 
companies to expand their product lines or enter into the Irish market. This, in turn, will lower 
the insurance costs for customers across all markets, including those in the forestry sector.

Tax Yield

305. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Finance the amount of local prop-
erty tax collected in County Carlow in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39367/21]

306. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Finance the amount of local prop-
erty tax collected in County Kilkenny in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39368/21]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 305 
and 306 together.

Revenue publishes detailed statistics on Local Property Tax (LPT), through quarterly and 
end of year updates on its website at:  https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-
revenue/statistics/local-property-tax/

Among other information, these statistics include the amount of LPT collected by each Lo-
cal Authority in each year since 2013 and for the first two quarters of 2021.

  Question No. 306 answered with Question No. 305.

Tax Code

307. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 195 of 25 May 2021 and with respect to the review of mobility supports for persons 
with disabilities and the criteria for qualification for the disabled drivers and disabled passen-
gers scheme, if there have been changes made to the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers 
(Tax Concessions) Regulations 1994 in view of the Supreme Court decision of June 2020 (de-
tails supplied). [39454/21]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Disabled Drivers & Disabled Pas-
sengers Scheme provides relief from Vehicle Registration Tax and VAT on the purchase and use 
of an adapted car, as well as an exemption from motor tax and an annual fuel grant. The cost of 
the scheme in 2020, excluding motor tax, was €67m.

The Scheme is open to severely and permanently disabled persons as a driver or as a passen-
ger and also to certain charitable organisations. In order to qualify for relief, the applicant must 
hold a Primary Medical Certificate issued by the relevant Senior Area Medical Officer (SAMO) 
or a Board Medical Certificate issued by the Disabled Driver Medical Board of Appeal. Certain 
other qualifying criteria apply in relation to the vehicle, in particular that it must be specially 
constructed or adapted for use by the applicant.  

To qualify for a Primary Medical Certificate an applicant must be permanently and severely 
disabled. The terms of the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regu-
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lations 1994 set out six medical criteria, at least one of which is required to be satisfied in order 
to obtain a Primary Medical Certificate.

A Supreme Court decision of 18th   June 2020 found in favour of two appellants against 
the Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal’s refusal to grant them a Primary Medical Cer-
tificate. The judgement found that the medical criteria set out in the Regulations did not align 
with the regulation making mandate given in the primary legislation to further define criteria for 
‘severely and permanently disabled’ persons.

On foot of the legal advice received, it became clear that it was appropriate to revisit the 
six medical criteria set out in Regulation 3 of Statutory Instrument 353 of 1994 for these as-
sessments. In such circumstances, PMC assessments were discontinued until a revised basis for 
such assessments could be established. The medical officers who are responsible for conducting 
PMC assessments need to have assurance that the decisions they make are based on clear crite-
ria set out in legislation. While Regulation 3 of Statutory Instrument No. 353 of 1994 was not 
deemed to be invalid, nevertheless it was found to be inconsistent with the mandate provided in 
Section 92 of the Finance Act 1989.

In order to allow for the PMC assessments to recommence I brought forward an amendment 
to the Finance Bill to provide for the existing medical criteria in primary legislation. Following 
approval of the Finance Act 2020, medical assessments recommenced from 1st   January 2021.

I consider this to be an interim solution only. While I am very aware of the importance of 
this scheme to those who benefit from it, I am also aware of the disquiet expressed by members 
of this house and others in respect of the difficulties around access to the scheme. With this in 
mind I have asked my officials to undertake a comprehensive review of the scheme, to include 
a broader review of mobility supports for persons with disabilities, and on foot of that review to 
bring forward proposals for consideration.

Department officials have been carrying out preliminary work, including an examination 
of the main issues which will frame the scope of the review. Officials have also been engaging 
with other Departments in the context of other ongoing work in mobility supports. In particular, 
the Department has engaged with the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth in the context of a working group established early last year by the Minister for Jus-
tice before the work was interrupted by the Covid-19 pandemic. The group, under the National 
Disability Inclusion Strategy   2017-2021, was tasked with a review of transport supports en-
compassing all Government funded transport and mobility schemes for people with disabilities, 
to enhance the options for transport to work or employment supports for people with disabilities 
and to develop proposals for development of a coordinated plan for such provision.

It is envisaged that the review group will be established shortly and will include stakehold-
ers from other Departments, the Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal and other represen-
tative groups.

Finally, I would like to clarify that the Scheme itself is still operating. All persons or chari-
table organisations that can currently access the Scheme will continue to be able to do so and 
make claims for tax reliefs and the fuel grant in the normal manner.

Summer Economic Statement

308. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if the reduced rate of VAT for 
hospitality and tourism from 13.5% to 9 % is included in the base in the Summer Economic 
Statement 2021. [39504/21]
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Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Budget 2021 introduced a reduction 
in the rate of VAT for the hospitality and tourism sector from 13.5 per cent to 9 per cent. This 
measure was, initially, to provide support from November 2020 to end-2021. In recognition of 
the continuing challenges facing the sector as a result of the pandemic and the necessary public 
health restrictions, the Government announced in the Economic Recovery Plan that the tempo-
rary VAT rate reduction will be extended to 1 September 2022.

The original costing for this scheme included in the budgetary arithmetic in October 2020 
was for a total cost of €401 million, as listed in the Budget 2021 Tax Policy Changes document. 
The extension of the measure as announced in the Economic Recovery Plan   is estimated to 
cost an additional €350 million next year. 

The full estimated cost of this measure was incorporated into the high level, ‘top down’ 
update to my Department’s fiscal projections published in the Summer Economic Statement 
published earlier this month.

Summer Economic Statement

309. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if Covid-19 related measures 
as outlined in table 2 of the Summer Economic Statement 2021 are included in the base or will 
form part of the budgetary package for the years 2022 to 2025; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39505/21]

Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I refer the Deputy to table 4 of the Sum-
mer Economic Statement 2021 (SES) which provides a breakdown of temporary versus perma-
nent voted expenditure. The expenditure rule outlined in the SES – which fixes the growth rate 
of expenditure at trend growth until the mid-part of the decade – refers only to permanent voted 
expenditure. 

The Covid-related measures as outlined in table 2 of the SES are temporary measures which 
will not be included in the base nor form part of a budgetary package.  

The Budget package for 2022 is €4.7 billion. Separate to this, a total of €6.8 billion has been 
allocated for Covid-related expenditure. The tax measures referred to in table 2 will fall out of 
the tax base once they expire. 

There is a minimal level of Covid-related expenditure from 2023 onwards. This relates to 
‘automatic stabilisers’, and again, is not included in the budgetary packages in these years. 

27/07/2021WRT00200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRT00300310. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Finance if a response will issue in 
relation to queries raised by a person (details supplied) and local business owner who has been 
denied access to the Covid restrictions support scheme; if the appropriate advice and assistance 
will be provided in the case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39550/21]

27/07/2021WRT00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The CRSS is a targeted support for 
businesses significantly impacted by restrictions introduced by the Government under public 
health regulations to combat the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic. Details of CRSS are set out 
in Finance Act 2020 and detailed operational guidelines, which are based on the terms and con-
ditions of the scheme as set out in the legislation, have been published on the Revenue website 
at: www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/press-office/budget-information/2021/crss-guidelines.pdf.    
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To qualify under the scheme a business must, under specific terms of the Covid restrictions, 
be required to either prohibit or significantly restrict, customers from accessing their business 
premises to acquire goods or services, with the result that the business either has to temporar-
ily close or to operate at a significantly reduced level. A business must be able to demonstrate 
that, because of the Covid restrictions, the turnover of the relevant business activity during the 
period of restrictions will be no more than 25% of the “relevant turnover amount”. 

The “relevant turnover amount” is calculated by reference to a business’s average weekly 
turnover for the relevant business activity in a prior period, the identification of which period 
depends on whether the business is an “established business” or a “new business”.  An es-
tablished business is a business that commenced trading prior to 26 December 2019 and the 
relevant turnover amount for such a business is based on average weekly turnover in 2019. A 
new business is a business that commenced between 26 December 2019 and 12 October 2020 
and the relevant turnover amount for such a business is based on average weekly turnover in 
this period.  

If an established business or a new business does not have any turnover in the applicable 
reference period, such that it does not have any reference turnover amount, the business will not 
be entitled to make a claim under the scheme.  Having a turnover figure in the reference period 
is a key anchor of CRSS – it is used for the purposes of establishing that the necessary reduc-
tion in turnover is met and also to calculate any payment which may be due under the scheme.

CRSS is one of a number of supports introduced by the Government to assist businesses 
impacted by COVID-19. A business that does not qualify for CRSS may be entitled to finan-
cial support under other measures put in place by the Government, including the Employment 
Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS).  The business may also be eligible under the Debt Warehous-
ing Scheme to ‘park’ certain VAT and PAYE (Employer) liabilities and any excess payments 
received under the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS).

Deputies will also be aware of the Business Resumption Support Scheme, details of which 
are set out in Section 5 of the recently enacted, Finance (COVID-19 and Miscellaneous Pro-
visions) Act 2021. The BRSS will be implemented in September 2021. This scheme is being 
introduced for vulnerable but viable businesses, particularly in sectors that were significantly 
impacted throughout the pandemic, even during periods when restrictions were eased. Busi-
nesses whose turnover is reduced by 75% in the reference period will be eligible. The reference 
turnover amount is calculated by having regard to when the business commenced;  For the 
purpose of the scheme an established relevant business activity is a business activity trading 
throughout 2019 or a business commenced up to 9 March 2020, while a new relevant business 
activity is a business commenced between 10 March 2020 but before 26 August 2020.

The scheme will not be restricted by location, rate-paying or physical premises. Businesses 
will be eligible to apply for a once-off payment based on a percentage of their average weekly 
turnover for 2019, subject to a maximum payment of €15,000, provided they meet the qualify-
ing criteria.

27/07/2021WRT00500Insurance Industry

27/07/2021WRT00600311. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Finance if a response will issue in 
relation to matters raised by a person (details supplied) regarding the insurance market; if his 
attention has been drawn to such an issue; the measures he is taking to ensure this does not take 
place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39558/21]
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27/07/2021WRT00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset, it is important to note that 
neither the Minister for Finance, nor the Central Bank of Ireland, has any influence over the 
pricing or provision of insurance products, as this is a commercial matter assessed on a case-
by-case basis.  This position is reinforced by the EU legislative framework for insurance (the 
Solvency II Directive).  Furthermore, I cannot comment on individual cases or comments made 
by an individual broker, such as those referred to with the Deputy’s question.

As committed to in the 2020 Programme for Government, Government is prioritising re-
form of the sector with particular emphasis on motor, public, and employer liability insurance. 
The whole-of-Government approach, being taken through the Action Plan for Insurance Re-
form,   therefore sets out 66 actions, which aim to improve both the cost and availability of this 
key financial service, particularly for businesses. In this regard, I welcome the implementation 
of the Personal Injuries Guidelines, which represents a key achievement of this insurance re-
form agenda, and was realised several months ahead of schedule. 

The Guidelines significantly reduce award levels for many categories of common injuries.  
Of note is that a number of these will now move to the jurisdiction of the District rather than 
the Circuit Court, thus reducing associated legal fees. The Guidelines also provide guidance in 
relation to injuries previously not included in the Book of Quantum and will be used by both 
the Personal Injuries Assessment Board (PIAB) and the judiciary. Therefore, they should help 
to bring more certainty to claimants and insurers, and as such reinforce the benefits of using the 
PIAB to settle claims. This in turn should further reduce the costs of claims, particularly legal 
fees. I have previously set out my view that these costs, rather than the profit component, tend 
to represent a bigger factor in the cost of insurance premiums. As such, it is important that they 
are lowered.  

As Minister for Finance, my expectation is that insurers will now commence reflecting sav-
ings from reduced award levels to customers, in line with past commitments, and I intend to 
hold them to account on this.  Minister of State Fleming met with the CEOs of the main insurers 
operating in Ireland to set out the Government’s expectation in this regard. These engagements 
were positive, with insurers indicating that they will begin lowering premiums in response to 
the Guidelines. The Minister of State will meet the CEOs again later this year to review their 
ongoing response to this and other key reforms. Work is also underway to help improve trans-
parency through the National Claims Information Database, so that the impact of the Guidelines 
can be seen in future motor, employer and public liability reports. 

In relation to recent price changes for insurance, I would note that, according to Central Sta-
tistics Office (CSO) data for June 2021, motor insurance prices are continuing to decline. Motor 
insurance prices in June were 34.5% lower than their peak in July 2016; and 5.3% lower than 
when the Government’s Cabinet Committee Sub-Group on Insurance Reform was established 
in September 2020.

I would like to assure the Deputy that work remains ongoing across Government to deliver 
further elements of the Action Plan, including measures to reform the PIAB, reduce fraud, and 
make changes to the duty of care in order to strengthen waivers and notices. It is my hope that 
the implementation of these key actions in particular should further help to improve the afford-
ability and availability of insurance for all consumers, businesses and voluntary groups. Finally, 
while it is not possible to comment on the specifics of any case, I continue to expect that insur-
ers will treat customers fairly and where this is not the case, I encourage consumers to raise the 
matter if appropriate with the Financial Services and Pensions Ombudsman.

27/07/2021WRT00800Tax Reliefs
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27/07/2021WRT00900312. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance if it can be guaranteed 
that any remedial work carried out to tackle the major problem of fire and structural defects in 
the country’s apartments and duplexes will be covered by tax relief to the persons affected; if so, 
the timeframe for such relief; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39562/21]

27/07/2021WRT01000454. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Finance if he will consider introduc-
ing tax relief for owner-occupiers and social landlords of defective apartments in Budget 2022, 
while they await the report of the Working Group on Defective Homes; if he will consider mak-
ing any recommendations from the Working Group retrospective to allow property owners who 
have carried out works in the recent past access the scheme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [41420/21]

27/07/2021WRT01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 312, 
454, 611 and 643 together.

An Independent Working Group to examine the issue of defective housing has been estab-
lished and will publish a report on their findings. Officials from my Department participate in 
this Working Group. The objectives of the group are to identify the scope of relevant significant 
defects in housing, to evaluate the scale of housing affected, to propose a means of prioritising 
defects, to evaluate the cost of remediation, to recommend appropriate mechanisms for resolv-
ing defects and, to consider financing options in line with the Programme for Government 
commitment to identifying options for those impacted by defects to access low-cost, long-term 
finance.

With regard to any recommendations for Government to introduce tax expenditure mea-
sures that may arise from the Working Group’s report, retrospective or otherwise, such propos-
als would be assessed in accordance with my Department’s Tax Expenditure Guidelines. These 
make clear that it is important that any policy proposal which involves tax expenditures should 
only occur in limited circumstances, for example where there are demonstrable market failures. 
In particular, they provide that a tax-based incentive should only be considered where it would 
be more efficient than a direct expenditure intervention. The introduction of such measures is 
a matter that would fall to be considered in the context of the annual Budget and Finance Bill.

27/07/2021WRT01200Primary Medical Certificates

27/07/2021WRT01300313. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Finance the status of the review in relation 
to the primary medical certificate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39710/21]

27/07/2021WRT01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Disabled Drivers & Disabled Pas-
sengers Scheme provides relief from Vehicle Registration Tax and VAT on the purchase and use 
of an adapted car, as well as an exemption from motor tax and an annual fuel grant. The cost of 
the scheme in 2020, excluding motor tax, was €67m. 

The Scheme is open to severely and permanently disabled persons as a driver or as a passen-
ger and also to certain charitable organisations. In order to qualify for relief, the applicant must 
hold a Primary Medical Certificate issued by the relevant Senior Area Medical Officer (SAMO) 
or a Board Medical Certificate issued by the Disabled Driver Medical Board of Appeal. Certain 
other qualifying criteria apply in relation to the vehicle, in particular that it must be specially 
constructed or adapted for use by the applicant.  

To qualify for a Primary Medical Certificate an applicant must be permanently and severely 
disabled. The terms of the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers (Tax Concessions) Regu-
lations 1994 set out six medical criteria, at least one of which is required to be satisfied in order 



Questions - Written Answers

152

to obtain a Primary Medical Certificate.

A Supreme Court decision of 18th   June 2020 found in favour of two appellants against 
the Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal’s refusal to grant them a Primary Medical Cer-
tificate. The judgement found that the medical criteria set out in the Regulations did not align 
with the regulation making mandate given in the primary legislation to further define criteria for 
‘severely and permanently disabled’ persons. 

On foot of the legal advice received, it became clear that it was appropriate to revisit the 
six medical criteria set out in Regulation 3 of Statutory Instrument 353 of 1994 for these as-
sessments. In such circumstances, PMC assessments were discontinued until a revised basis for 
such assessments could be established. The medical officers who are responsible for conducting 
PMC assessments need to have assurance that the decisions they make are based on clear crite-
ria set out in legislation. While Regulation 3 of Statutory Instrument No. 353 of 1994 was not 
deemed to be invalid, nevertheless it was found to be inconsistent with the mandate provided in 
Section 92 of the Finance Act 1989.

In order to allow for the PMC assessments to recommence I brought forward an amendment 
to the Finance Bill to provide for the existing medical criteria in primary legislation. Following 
approval of the Finance Act 2020, medical assessments recommenced from 1st   January 2021. 

I consider this to be an interim solution only. While I am very aware of the importance of 
this scheme to those who benefit from it, I am also aware of the disquiet expressed by members 
of this house and others in respect of the difficulties around access to the scheme. With this in 
mind I have asked my officials to undertake a comprehensive review of the scheme, to include 
a broader review of mobility supports for persons with disabilities, and on foot of that review to 
bring forward proposals for consideration.

Department officials have been carrying out preliminary work, including an examination 
of the main issues which will frame the scope of the review. Officials have also been engaging 
with other Departments in the context of other ongoing work in mobility supports. In particular, 
the Department has engaged with the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth in the context of a working group established early last year by the Minister for Jus-
tice before the work was interrupted by the Covid-19 pandemic. The group, under the National 
Disability Inclusion Strategy   2017-2021, was tasked with a review of transport supports en-
compassing all Government funded transport and mobility schemes for people with disabilities, 
to enhance the options for transport to work or employment supports for people with disabilities 
and to develop proposals for development of a coordinated plan for such provision.

It is envisaged that the review group will be established shortly and will include stakehold-
ers from other Departments, the Disabled Drivers Medical Board of Appeal and other represen-
tative groups.

Finally, I would like to clarify that the Scheme itself is still operating. All persons or chari-
table organisations that can currently access the Scheme will continue to be able to do so and 
make claims for tax reliefs and the fuel grant in the normal manner.

27/07/2021WRT01500Tax Appeals Commission

27/07/2021WRT01600314. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Finance if he will authorise the appoint-
ment of additional appeals commissioners for the Tax Appeals Commission; and if the existing 
temporary appeals commissioners will clear the backlog of appeals. [39741/21]
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27/07/2021WRT01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It is assumed that the Deputy is refer-
ring to the proposal by the Chairperson of the Tax Appeals Commission (TAC) for a new tiered 
structure of Appeal Commissioners. 

It has become clear since the establishment of the TAC that there is a significant range in 
both the value and complexity of the appeals received by the TAC and, in March of this year, the 
TAC Chairperson submitted a proposal to my Department to introduce a new tiered structure 
of Appeal Commissioners, to be responsible for appeals of differing value and/or complexity.  
This would allow for a more cost-effective allocation of resources within the TAC, and thereby 
should improve the efficacy of the appeal system for taxpayers. 

I have approved the proposal for the new tiered structure and my officials have been engag-
ing with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform to secure the necessary sanctions 
for the new structure. The sanctions were agreed this month, and the steps necessary to com-
mence recruitment are now being undertaken.

The Tax Appeals Commission receives approximately 1,500 new tax appeals each year and 
it is not expected that this volume is likely to diminish. Since 2016, 9,112 appeals have been 
received by the Commission, of which 6,267 appeals have been closed, leaving the current ap-
peals on hand at 2,845.

In response to the second part of your question, I am informed by the Tax Appeals Com-
mission that the current number of appeals on hand on 21 July 2021 of 2,845 is not likely to be 
cleared by the current complement of 5.5 Appeal Commissioners (including the Chairperson, 
and of which 2.5 are temporary fixed-term Commissioners) in a reasonable timeframe.  Howev-
er, with the appointment of Appeal Commissioners under the new tiered structure, it is expected 
that the backlog of appeals can be substantially addressed.

I am conscious that an effective, transparent and fair tax appeals system for taxpayers is an 
essential aspect of any tax system, and therefore it is important to ensure that the Commission 
is provided with the appropriate resources so that it may best address the caseload it faces.

27/07/2021WRT01800Tax Code

27/07/2021WRT01900315. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance the provisions or options that 
exist for a sibling who was also primary carer in circumstances (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39814/21]

27/07/2021WRT02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that, for the 
purposes of Capital Acquisitions Tax (“CAT”), the relationship between the person who pro-
vides a gift or inheritance (the disponer) and the person who receives it (the beneficiary) de-
termines the lifetime tax-free threshold (“Group Threshold”) below which CAT does not arise.  
There are three separate Group thresholds based on the relationship of the beneficiary to the 
disponer. The Group A threshold (currently €335,000) applies, inter alia, where the beneficiary 
is a child of the disponer. The Group B threshold (currently €32,500) applies where the benefi-
ciary is a brother, sister, nephew, niece or lineal ancestor or lineal descendant of the disponer. 
The Group C threshold (currently €16,250) applies in all other cases.  Any prior gift or inheri-
tance received by a beneficiary since 5 December 1991 from within the same Group Threshold 
is aggregated and added to the current benefit for the purposes of determining whether any tax 
is payable on a benefit. Where a person receives gifts or inheritances that are in excess of the 
relevant tax-free threshold, CAT at a rate of 33% applies on the excess benefit. 

Each benefit received must be considered in the context of the relevant Group Threshold 
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that applies   at the time that the benefit is received and whether any reliefs or exemptions apply. 

Siblings may gift or bequeath property to each other free from CAT where the value of the 
property does not exceed the Group B Threshold (€32,500), taking into account previous gifts 
and bequests to the beneficiary within that threshold.  

There are no specific reliefs or exemptions available where the beneficiary of a gift or in-
heritance is a carer.  However, where the inherited benefit is a residential property, the benefi-
ciary may be able to avail of the dwelling house exemption.  To qualify for this exemption, the 
inherited property must have been the disponer’s principal private residence at the date of their 
death. This requirement is relaxed in situations where the disponer had to leave the property 
before the date of death because of ill health; for example, to live in in a nursing home. In ad-
dition, the beneficiary must not have a beneficial interest in any other residential property. The 
beneficiary must also have lived in the property for 3 years prior to the date of the inheritance 
and must continue to live in the house for 6 years after that date. Where the exemption is avail-
able, the beneficiary will inherit the property free from CAT, irrespective of its value.  Further 
information regarding the dwelling house exemption is available on Revenue’s website at www.
revenue.ie/en/gains-gifts-and-inheritance/cat-reliefs/index.aspx.  

Details of other reliefs and exemptions which may be available to the beneficiary can be 
found on Revenue’s website at www.revenue.ie/en/gains-gifts-and-inheritance/cat-reliefs/in-
dex.aspx and www.revenue.ie/en/gains-gifts-and-inheritance/cat-exemptions/index.aspx.

I understand that the beneficiary in this case inherited a house from her sibling.  As an 
amount of CAT was paid, it appears that the beneficiary did not meet the qualifying conditions 
for the dwelling house exemption at the time of the inheritance. While the details supplied in-
dicate that a further benefit of a cash sum has also been inherited by the same beneficiary, it is 
unclear who the disponer is in relation to the cash sum. If this benefit was bequeathed by the 
same disponer, or indeed another disponer within the Group B Threshold, then the beneficiary 
could be liable to CAT on that cash benefit.  If the relationship of the beneficiary to the disponer 
is such that a different Group Threshold applies, then the beneficiary will need to determine 
their CAT liability in the usual way.  As there is insufficient information to be definitive, the 
beneficiary may, if they wish to have certainty in this matter, provide full details of their case to 
Revenue or seek independent professional advice.

27/07/2021WRT02100Insurance Industry

27/07/2021WRT02200316. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Finance if public liability insurance 
premia for the reopening of pubs will be refunded if further lockdowns occur (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39827/21]

27/07/2021WRT02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, neither 
I, nor the Central Bank, have any influence over the pricing of insurance products, nor can we 
compel any insurer operating in the Irish market to provide refunds to their customers, as this 
is a commercial matter. This position is reinforced by the EU Single Market framework for 
insurance (the Solvency II Directive) which expressly prohibits Member States from adopting 
rules which require insurance companies to obtain prior approval of the pricing or terms and 
conditions of their products. In addition, the Deputy will appreciate that it is difficult for me to 
comment on issues relating to situations that are hypothetical. 

I can however comment on action that has been taken to date, and working to protect insur-
ance policyholders during and after the COVID-19 crisis remains a priority issue for Govern-
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ment, and is therefore included within the Action Plan for Insurance Reform  . Throughout the 
pandemic, Minister of State Fleming and I have consistently called on insurers to treat their cus-
tomers honestly, fairly and professionally, in line with the Central Bank’s Consumer Protection 
Code. We have emphasised the importance of insurers supporting their customers during these 
difficult times by continuing to provide necessary reliefs, and responding to both the Govern-
ment’s insurance reforms and the pandemic by lowering premiums.  

Minister of State Fleming has had extensive engagement with insurers on these points, in-
cluding a series of meetings in April at which he pressed the need for premium reductions in 
light of the new Personal Injuries Guidelines,   which have significantly lowered award levels. 
He outlined that upon renewal, the Government expects premiums to reduce for all classes of 
insurance, including public liability insurance, and that insurers should now consider increasing 
their risk appetite to provide increased cover in new areas. 

This engagement was positive, with insurers indicating that they will lower premiums in re-
sponse to the Guidelines. It is Minister of State Fleming’s intention to meet with insurers again 
in the autumn to review progress in this regard. The issue of COVID-19 forbearance measures 
was included on the agenda for these meetings, and I understand that a number of firms indi-
cated that they will also take account of COVID-19 restrictions when setting premiums. 

I am pleased to note that most of the main insurers operating here have twice renewed their 
commitment to forbearance measures announced by several members of Insurance Ireland last 
year. These include a number of measures directed at businesses, such as maintenance of exist-
ing cover where premises are closed or unoccupied. I believe it is important that insurers now 
take a long term view towards supporting their customers, as we work to restart the economy 
and recover from the impact of the pandemic. Both Minister of State Fleming and I will remain 
proactive in engaging with the insurance industry on this matter, as well as working with col-
leagues to implement further key reforms, which I hope will go some way to improving the cost 
of insurance for all businesses, including those in the hospitality sector.  

27/07/2021WRT02400Tax Code

27/07/2021WRT02500317. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance the steps he is taking to address 
the difficulties facing co-habiting couples who jointly own a property and who then must pay 
inheritance tax on their family home when one of them passes away; the right of  co-habiting  
couples to apply to the Revenue Commissioners for a certificate to grant the same tax rights as 
married couples; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39853/21]

27/07/2021WRT02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that, for the 
purposes of Capital Acquisitions Tax (“CAT”), the relationship between the person who pro-
vides a gift or inheritance (“the disponer”) and the person who receives the gift or inheritance 
determines the lifetime tax-free threshold (“Group Threshold”) below which CAT does not 
arise.  Any prior gift or inheritance received by a person since 5 December 1991 from within 
the same Group Threshold is aggregated for the purposes of determining whether any CAT 
is payable on a benefit. Where a person receives gifts or inheritances that are in excess of the 
relevant Group Threshold, CAT at a rate of 33% applies on the excess benefit.  In the case of 
a cohabitant who is not related to the disponer, the relevant Group Threshold is the Group C 
threshold, which is currently €16,250.  

Where a cohabitant inherits the family home from their deceased partner, they may be in a 
position to avail of the dwelling house exemption.  To qualify for the exemption, the inherited 
house must have been the deceased cohabitant’s principal private residence at the date of their 
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death. This requirement is relaxed in situations where the deceased person had to leave the 
house before the date of death because of ill health; for example, to live in in a nursing home. 
In addition, the inheriting cohabitant must not have a beneficial interest in another residential 
property. The inheriting cohabitant must also have lived in the house for 3 years prior to the date 
of the inheritance and must continue to live in the house for 6 years after that date.

In addition to the dwelling house exemption, certain transfers of property between quali-
fied cohabitants within the meaning of Part 15 of the Civil Partnership and Certain Rights and 
Obligations of Cohabitants (CPCROC) Act 2010 are exempt from CAT. Part 15 provides for 
a redress scheme where court orders can be obtained in certain circumstances in relation to 
the transfer of property. This applies to “qualified cohabitants”, i.e. persons who have been in 
a committed and loving relationship with another person for a minimum period of 5 years (2 
years where they are parents of one or more dependent children), whose relationship has ended 
due to death or separation and neither of whom was married to and living with another person 
in 4 of the 5 years immediately prior to the end of the relationship. 

In relation to the Deputy’s reference to the right of cohabiting couples to apply to Revenue 
for a certificate granting them the same tax rights as married couples, it is important to note that 
differences in the tax treatment of the different categories of couples arise from the objective 
of dealing with different circumstances while also respecting the constitutional requirement to 
protect the institution of marriage. Cohabitants do not have the same legal rights and obliga-
tions as a married couple or couple in a civil partnership which is why they are not accorded 
similar tax treatment to couples who have a civil status that is recognised in law.  Any change 
in the tax treatment of cohabiting couples can only be addressed in the broader context of future 
social and legal policy development in relation to such couples. As such, there is no statutory 
basis on which Revenue could issue the type of certificate the Deputy has referred to.  

Further information on the taxation of cohabiting couples can be found on the Revenue 
website, available at www.revenue.ie/en/life-events-and-personal-circumstances/marital-sta-
tus/cohabiting-couples/index.aspx.

27/07/2021WRT02700Tax Reliefs

27/07/2021WRT02800318. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the gross amount of tax relief pro-
vided for pension contributions in each of the past five years for which full figures are available 
in tabular form. [39861/21]

27/07/2021WRT02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the cost 
of relief of pension contributions for the years 2014-2018 (the latest year available) can be 
found in the ‘Cost of Tax Expenditures’ publication, which is available on the Revenue website 
at link: www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/tax-expenditures/costs-tax-expendi-
tures.pdf.

For the convenience of the Deputy, the following table sets out the relevant tax costs for the 
years 2014-2018:

Cost of tax 
Expenditure 

2018 €m 2017 €m 2016 €m 2015 €m 2014 €m 
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Pension 
Contribution 
(Retirement 
Annuity and 
PRSA) 

241.3 229.3 221.3 216 214 

Employees’ 
Contributions 
To Approved 
Superannua-
tion Schemes 

677.7 598.1 582.4 580.6 548.8 

Employers’ 
Contributions 
To Approved 
Superannua-
tion Schemes 

173.2 159.8 158.4 147 138 

27/07/2021WRT03000Tax Data

27/07/2021WRT03100319. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost to the Exche-
quer of removing stamp duty on credit cards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39862/21]

27/07/2021WRT03200362. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated yield which would 
accrue from a 1% increase in the rate of stamp duty on non-residential property; the estimated 
yield that would accrue if these rates were only subject to sales above €500,000 or €1,000,000, 
respectively in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39925/21]

27/07/2021WRT03300363. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue which would 
be raised from increasing commercial stamp duty from 7.5% to 15%; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39926/21]

27/07/2021WRT03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 319, 
362 and 363 together.

Regarding Question No. 319 the yield from Stamp Duty on credit cards is published on the 
Revenue website at link: www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/
receipts/receipts-stamp-duty.aspx. The cost of the abolition can be assumed to be in the region 
of the yield for the latest year.

Regarding Questions No. 362 and 363, the Revenue Ready Reckoner, which is available at 
link: www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/ready-reckoner.pdf, shows on page 19, 
the estimated yield from changes to the rate of Stamp Duty on non-residential property. The 
proposed increases can be derived on a pro rata basis from information provided.

27/07/2021WRT03500Tax Data

27/07/2021WRT03600320. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the anticipated savings to the Exche-
quer in 2022 from ending the employment and investment incentive scheme, the key employee 
engagement programme, the special assignee relief programme and the foreign earnings deduc-
tion in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39863/21]



Questions - Written Answers

158

27/07/2021WRT03700321. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the anticipated savings to the Exche-
quer in 2022 from ending the rent-a-room relief; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39864/21]

27/07/2021WRT03800445. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be generated in 2022 by ending the Special Assignee Relief Programme. [41354/21]

27/07/2021WRT03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 320, 
321 and 445 together.

I am advised by Revenue that the estimated costs of the Rent a Room relief, the Employ-
ment and Investment Incentive (EII), the Special Assignee Relief Programme (SARP) and the 
Foreign Earnings Deduction (FED) in relation to 2018 (the latest year for which data are avail-
able) can be found in the ‘Cost of Tax Expenditures Report’ which is published on the Revenue 
website.

A summary table can also be found below. 

These costs may be assumed to offer some indication of a broad nature of the savings to the 
Exchequer that might arise if the schemes/reliefs in question were ended for a given year.  How-
ever, this does not take changes in taxpayer behaviour into account, or the secondary economic 
benefit provided by these schemes/reliefs. 

Regarding the Key Employee Engagement Scheme (KEEP), I am advised by Revenue that 
the first year the scheme became available was 2018. Generally, a qualifying employee must 
hold any share options granted under the scheme for at least 12 months prior to exercise. There-
fore, 2019 was the earliest date that individuals were likely to exercise their options to acquire 
shares in qualifying companies. An estimate of the cost for the 2019 tax year will be available 
later in the summer and will be available in the ‘Costs of Tax Expenditures Report’  .

Measure  Cost
Employment and Investment Incentive (EII)  €14.5 million (2018)
Special Assignee Relief Programme 
(SARP)

 €42.4 million (2018)

Foreign Earnings Deduction (FED)  €5.4 million (2018)
Rent-A-Room Relief  €19.7 million (2018)
Key Employee Engagement Programme 
(KEEP)

 -

  

Question No. 321 answered with Question No. 320.

27/07/2021WRT04100Tax Reliefs

27/07/2021WRT04200322. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated saving to the Exche-
quer in 2022 from reducing the cap on BIK relief for electric cars from €50,000 to €35,000; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39865/21]

27/07/2021WRT04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that informa-
tion regarding the purchase and or leasing of electric vehicles by employers, which are subse-
quently made available to their employees for private usage, along with the mileage used for 
both business and private usage is not provided on a tax return. In addition, employers are not 
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required to provide a detailed breakdown of each of their employees’ BIK tax liabilities on their 
tax returns.  As this information would be required to make the necessary calculation, it is not 
possible to estimate the saving to the Exchequer from the proposed change.

27/07/2021WRT04400Tax Reliefs

27/07/2021WRT04500323. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated savings to the Exche-
quer from ending relief to conventional hybrids in 2022; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39866/21]

27/07/2021WRT04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I can confirm to the Deputy that the 
Vehicle Registration Tax (VRT) relief provided to conventional hybrids (hybrid and plug-in 
hybrid vehicles) ended on 31 December 2020.  

27/07/2021WRT04700Tax Data

27/07/2021WRT04800324. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost or saving to the 
Exchequer in 2022 from applying alternative tax regime for VRT that would see the number of 
VRT bands increase from 11 to 14 as set out by the Tax Strategy Group 2020; if he will provide 
a comparison with the existing VRT system in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39867/21]

27/07/2021WRT04900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I can confirm to the Deputy that the 
number of Vehicle Registration Tax (VRT) bands that are applied to Category A vehicles was 
already increased from 11 to 20 in 2021. 

The original table is presented below.

VRT Bands  CO2 g/km VRT Rate (Petrol) VRT Rate (Diesel) 
[Effective 2019] 

A1 0-80 14% 15% 
A2 81-100 15% 16% 
A3 101-110 16% 17% 
A4 111-120 17% 18% 
B1 121-130 18% 19% 
B2 131-140 19% 20% 
C 141-155 23% 24% 
D 156-170 27% 28% 
E 171-190 30% 31% 
F 191-225 34% 35% 
G Over 225 36% 37% 
The new VRT rates structure I legislated for in Finance Bill 2020 to replace the above is set 

out in tabular form below. 

BAND FROM Rate 
1 0-50 7.00% 
2 51-80 9.00% 
3 81-85 9.75% 
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4 86-90 10.50% 
5 91-95 11.25% 
6 96-100 12.00% 
7 101-105 12.75% 
8 106-110 13.50% 
9 111-115 14.25% 
10 116-120 15.00% 
11 121-125 15.75% 
12 126-130 16.50% 
13 131-135 17.25% 
14 136-140 18.00% 
15 141-145 19.50% 
16 146-150 21.00% 
17 151-155 23.50% 
18 156-170 26.00% 
19 171-190 31.00% 
20 Over 190 37.00% 

27/07/2021WRT05000Tax Data

27/07/2021WRT05100325. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the revenue raised by the domicile 
levy for the past three years in tabular form; the estimated revenue that would be raised from 
doubling the domicile levy from €200,000 to €400,000 under the existing criteria; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39868/21]

27/07/2021WRT05200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Domicile Levy was introduced in 
the 2010 Finance Act and is payable on a self-assessment basis on or before 31 October in the 
year following the valuation date. For example, the due date in respect of 2019 was 31 October 
2020. The valuation date is 31 December each year. 

The table below sets out the number of persons who have filed Domicile Levy returns and 
the amounts collected for the years 2017, 2018 and 2019. Returns in respect of 2020 are not due 
until 31 October 2021.

Year No of Returns Amount Collected (€m)
2017 12 €1.41
2018 8 €1.53
2019 10 €1.77
TOTAL 30 €4.71
While the amount of the Domicile Levy is €200,000 per annum, any Irish income tax paid 

by the relevant person is allowed as a credit in calculating the actual amount due in any year. 
The obligation to file and pay can also change from year to year depending on the circumstanc-
es of the relevant person. Therefore, it is not possible to quantify what the impact of doubling 
the rate from €200,000 to €400,000 would be. 

27/07/2021WRT05300Tax Reliefs

27/07/2021WRT05400326. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost to the Exchequer 
in 2021 and 2022 of the e-worker tax relief; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[39869/21]

27/07/2021WRT05500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Where e-workers incur certain extra 
expenditure in the performance of their duties of employment remotely or from home, such as 
additional heating and electricity costs, there is a Revenue administrative practice in place that 
allows an employer to make payments up to €3.20 per day to such employees, subject to cer-
tain conditions, without deducting PAYE, PRSI, or USC. Revenue have confirmed that PAYE 
workers using their primary residence as a workplace during Covid-19 restrictions qualify as 
e-workers for the purposes of this practice. Where employers choose to pay in excess of €3.20 
the additional amount is subject to deduction of PAYE, PRSI and USC. 

Where an employer does not pay €3.20 per day to an e-worker, employees retain their 
statutory right to claim a deduction under section 114 of the Taxes Consolidation Act (TCA) 
1997 in respect of actual vouched expenses incurred wholly, exclusively and necessarily in the 
performance of the duties of their employment. PAYE employees are entitled to claim costs 
such as additional light and heat in respect of the number of days spent working from home, 
apportioned on the basis of business and private use. 

As I announced on Budget day, in addition to these existing measures, Revenue have agreed 
to allow broadband to qualify for this relief. This apportionment is based on the number of days 
the person spent working from home in year with 30% of the apportioned value accepted by 
Revenue as related to work in the home. 

PAYE workers can claim e-working expenses by completing an Income Tax return at year 
end. Revenue advise that the simplest way for taxpayers to claim their e-working expenses 
and any other tax credit entitlements is by logging into the myAccount facility on the Revenue 
website. 

Revenue have published detailed guidance on e-working arrangements in their Tax and 
Duty manual TDM 05-02-13 e-Working and Tax which may be viewed at the following link: 

www.revenue.ie/en/tax-professionals/tdm/income-tax-capital-gains-tax-corporation-tax/
part-05/05-02-13.pdf.  

Finally, the national remote working strategy: Making Remote Work, commits the Tax 
Strategy Group to reviewing the current tax arrangements for remote working in respect of 
both employees and employers. The Tax Strategy Group will take account of the economic, 
financial and organisational implications arising from the experience of remote working during 
the pandemic, and assess the merits of further enhancements for consideration in the context of 
Budget 2022.  

As of the end of May 2021, for the tax year 2020, provisional data from Revenue suggests 
that almost 70,000 claims have been submitted, amounting to approximately €9 million. This 
is unlikely to be the final figure for such claims, as taxpayers have up to four year to claim 
expenses. Therefore, at present, with the limited data available it is not possible to provide a 
costing for 2021 or 2022.

Revenue will report on the cost of e-worker tax relief for 2021, in due course, after the tax 
returns for the year are filed and processed. 

27/07/2021WRU00200Tax Reliefs

27/07/2021WRU00300327. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the projected yield from abolishing 
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relief under section 604A; the cost to date to the Exchequer annually of this relief; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39876/21]

27/07/2021WRU00400338. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated yield from abolishing 
the primary private residence relief from capital gains tax and from capping the primary private 
residence relief from capital gains tax at €1 million; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39892/21]

27/07/2021WRU00500339. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated yield from abolishing 
entrepreneurs relief as provided for under section 597AA of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39893/21]

27/07/2021WRU00600340. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated yield from abolish-
ing the CGT retirement relief and from reducing the limit that currently applies to the relief on 
disposals or transfers to children or certain other close relations if made after the age of 66 from 
€3 million to €1 million; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39894/21]

27/07/2021WRU00700341. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated yield from CGT re-
tirement relief from applying a limit of €3 million or €1 million, respectively, to disposals or 
transfers to children or certain other close relations between the ages of 55 and 66; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39895/21]

27/07/2021WRU00800342. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated yield from abolish-
ing CGT relief that is given to property acquired between 7 December 2011 and 31 December 
2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39896/21]

27/07/2021WRU00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 327 
and 338 to 342, inclusive, together.

In relation to Questions No 327 and 342, the estimated cost of Section 604A relief for the 
latest years is available at link www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/tax-expendi-
tures/relief-on-disposal-of-certain-land-or-buildings.pdf.

In relation to Question No 339, the estimated cost of Entrepreneur relief for the latest years 
is available at link: www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/tax-expenditures/entre-
preneur-relief-statistics.pdf.

In relation to Questions No 340, 341 and 338,  the consideration amounts returned in re-
spect of associated claims for retirement relief or disposals of Principal Private Residences 
are published at link: www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/income-distributors/
summary-of-capital-gains-tax-returns.pdf.

The yield from the abolition of these reliefs would depend on future disposals of the rel-
evant assets and any behavioural change of those impacted. However, in general terms, the 
current cost of the relief (indicated in sources noted above) could be indicative of the possible 
yield from abolition.

27/07/2021WRU01000Tax Data

27/07/2021WRU01100328. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the projected yield from every €1 
per tonne increase in the carbon tax; the estimated yield if there were a €10 increase in 2022; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39877/21]

27/07/2021WRU01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the 
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‘Ready Reckoner’, which is published at link: www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statis-
tics/ready-reckoner.pdf, shows on page 23, the estimated yield from possible changes to carbon 
tax.

27/07/2021WRU01300Tax Reliefs

27/07/2021WRU01400329. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons who availed 
of the cycle to work scheme in each of the years 2017 to 2020 and to date in 2021; the cost of 
the scheme in each of the years; the number of persons who accessed the maximum amount of 
tax relief in each of those years; the average tax relief in each year; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39878/21]

27/07/2021WRU01500330. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated savings to the Exche-
quer by decreasing the current tax relief on bike to work schemes to €500; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39879/21]

27/07/2021WRU01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 329 
and 330 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the cycle to work scheme operates on a self-administration 
basis. Relief is automatically available provided the employer is satisfied that the conditions of 
its particular scheme meet the requirements of the legislation. There is no notification procedure 
for employers involved. This approach was taken with the deliberate intention of keeping the 
scheme simple and reducing administration on the part of employers. Accordingly, there are no 
records available on the number of people availing of the scheme. 

Tax expenditure reports prepared by my Department have estimated the full year’s cost at 
€4 million covering an estimated 20,000 employees but have been clear that these figures were 
estimates as separate returns are not required. This gives an estimated average tax relief of €200 
per employee.

An estimated additional tax expenditure of €0.5m in 2020 and €1.5m in 2021 is expected to 
arise on foot of the changes made to the scheme by Section 9 of the Financial Provision (Co-
vid-19) (No.2) Act 2020. This increased the allowable expenditure from €1,000 to €1,500 in 
respect of e-bikes and €1,250 in respect of bicycles and allowed the purchase of a new bicycle 
every four years instead of five.

Reducing the threshold to €500 for e-bikes and bicycles could be expected to reduce the cost 
of the scheme per employee and could also lead to reduced uptake. A series of questions asked 
of Departments regarding the cycle to work scheme in June 2020 revealed an average value 
of bicycles of €870 purchased by civil servants. While this is not necessarily representative, it 
could indicate that the full threshold is not being used. Taking all factors into consideration, an 
estimated saving of 50% on the full year cost prior to the 2020 changes would seem reasonable. 

  Question No. 330 answered with Question No. 329.

27/07/2021WRU01800Tax Reliefs

27/07/2021WRU01900331. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the tax reliefs exempted from the 
high-income individual restriction; the estimated additional yield if those reliefs were not ex-
empted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39880/21]
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27/07/2021WRU02000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the list 
and estimated cost of the relevant reliefs that are subject to the High-Income Individuals’ Re-
striction (HIIR) for 2018 (the latest year for which data are available) can be found in the High 
Income Individuals’ Restriction Report which is available on the Revenue website.

As stated on page 6 of that report, normal business-related expenses, deductions for capital 
allowances on plant and machinery, business-related trading losses and losses from a rental 
activity that do not arise from the use of specified reliefs are not restricted. In addition, personal 
tax credits are not affected by the restriction. 

I am advised by Revenue that it is not possible to assess the implications of the extension 
of the restriction to other reliefs, as some reliefs may not be fully reflected in tax returns filed 
by the relevant individuals. Also, the purpose of the HIIR is to limit certain specified reliefs so 
that the relevant cohort of high income taxpayers is paying a minimum effective rate of tax. 
The HIIR analysis published by Revenue indicates that this outcome is already being achieved.

27/07/2021WRU02100Tax Reliefs

27/07/2021WRU02200332. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated yield to the Exchequer 
from reducing pension relief to the standard rate in 2022; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39881/21]

27/07/2021WRU02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that their 
most recent ‘Ready Reckoner’, which is available at: www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/
statistics/ready-reckoner.pdf, shows on page 10, the estimated yield from reducing the maxi-
mum tax relief available on pension contributions to the standard rate. 

Based on these estimates, reducing pension relief to the standard rate of 20% and maintain-
ing the current total earnings limit (i.e. the maximum amount of earnings that can be taking into 
account for the purposes of calculating tax relief) of €115,000 per year, the yield would be €423 
million.

27/07/2021WRU02400Tax Data

27/07/2021WRU02500333. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated additional yield to the 
Exchequer from applying a higher rate of LPT of 0.25% or 0.2875% to properties valued over 
€750,001, from increasing the higher rate of LPT to 0.3% on the balance of properties valued 
over €1.05 million and 0.4% on the balance of properties valued over €1.75 million in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39885/21]

27/07/2021WRU02600334. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated additional yield to the 
Exchequer from applying a higher rate of LPT of 0.25% or 0.2875% to properties valued over 
€750,001; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39886/21]

27/07/2021WRU02700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 333 
and 334 together.

The valuation process for Local Property Tax (LPT) will require liable persons to self-assess 
the value of their residential properties as at 1 November 2021 in respect of the new ‘Valuation 
Period’ (2022 to 2025) and submit this value to Revenue. 

It is important to note that Revenue does not value properties but accepts liable persons’ 
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self-assessed valuations, subject to the usual compliance checks that may subsequently be car-
ried out in relation to any self-assessed tax. Revenue is preparing extensive guidance that will 
be made available to property owners in advance of the issuing of tax-returns to assist them in 
self-assessing the value of their residential properties.

I am advised that Revenue will not be in a position to analyse the data and estimate the 
potential yield from differing LPT rate options until after the statutory tax-returns are filed 
and processed. While an overall estimated yield from the proposed changes to LPT has been 
prepared (projected to be €560m in 2022, before any adjustments by Local Authorities), until 
actual valuations are available from tax-returns it will not be possible to provide accurate or 
robust estimates of the impacts of varying rates across different valuation bands. 

  Question No. 334 answered with Question No. 333.

27/07/2021WRU02900Tax Data

27/07/2021WRU03000335. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated individual savings 
per relief and total savings to the Exchequer from applying only the standard rate of tax to all 
discretionary tax expenditures in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39887/21]

27/07/2021WRU03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the es-
timated yields from standard rating discretionary tax reliefs (currently at the marginal rate) are 
set out in the following table. The estimates are based on data from 2018 tax returns, which is 
the latest year currently available. The estimates do not take account any possible behavioural 
change on the part of taxpayers as a consequence of such a change.

Reliefs and Expenditures Full Year Yield (€m) 
Allowance for Seafarers 0.1 
Covenants 0.4 
Dispositions such as Maintenance Payments 4 
Donations to Approved Sporting Bodies 0.2 
Employing a Carer 3 
Health Expenses (Nursing Homes) 8 
Employee Pension Contribution 423 
Rental Deduction for Leasing of Farm Land 6 
Relief for expenditure on significant build-
ings and gardens 

0.9 

Stock Relief (General) (S666 Taxes Con-
solidation Act 1997) 

1 

Stock Relief (for Young Trained Farmers) 
(S667B Taxes Consolidation Act 1997) 

0.4 

Stock Relief (for Registered Farm Partner-
ships) (S667C Taxes Consolidation Act 
1997) 

0.1 

Permanent Health Benefit Premiums 2 
Foreign Earnings Deduction 3 
Start-up Relief for Entrepreneurs 0.4 
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Donations to Charities and Approved Bod-
ies 

10 

Total 462.5

27/07/2021WRU03200Tax Data

27/07/2021WRU03300336. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated savings to the Ex-
chequer by abolishing the current tax-free lump sum that can be withdrawn from a pension pot 
upon retirement and by reducing the current tax-free lump sum that can be withdrawn from 
a pension pot upon retirement from €200,000 to €100,000 or €50,000 respectively in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39890/21]

27/07/2021WRU03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that there 
is no requirement to include data in tax returns in relation to tax free lump sums of less than 
€200,000 (the current life-time limit on tax-free retirement lump sums). Therefore, Revenue is 
not in a position to estimate the savings that might accrue to the Exchequer from the changes 
outlined by the Deputy.

27/07/2021WRU03500Tax Data

27/07/2021WRU03600337. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated yield to the Exchequer 
by reducing the standard fund threshold from €2 million to €1 million; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39891/21]

27/07/2021WRU03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Standard Fund Threshold (SFT) is 
the maximum allowable pension fund on retirement for tax purposes, which was introduced in 
Finance Act 2006 to prevent over-funding of pensions through tax-relieved arrangements. The 
threshold was initially set at €5 million. It was subsequently reduced to €2.3 million with effect 
from 7 December 2010 and further reduced to €2 million with effect from 1 January 2014.

Information on the numbers and values of individual pension funds or on individual accrued 
benefits are not generally required to be supplied to Revenue by the administrators of pension 
schemes and personal pension arrangements. There is, therefore, no underlying data available 
to Revenue on which to base reliable estimates of the savings that would arise specifically from 
the change to the SFT indicated in the question.

  Question No. 338 answered with Question No. 327.

  Question No. 339 answered with Question No. 327.

  Question No. 340 answered with Question No. 327.

  Question No. 341 answered with Question No. 327.

  Question No. 342 answered with Question No. 327.

27/07/2021WRU04300Tax Data

27/07/2021WRU04400343. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated yield from reducing 
the scale of agriculture and business CGT relief, respectively, from 90% to 50% of the taxable 
value of the relevant assets and capping the relief at €3 million. [39897/21]
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27/07/2021WRU04500346. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the yield to the Exchequer from 
CGT for the previous three years; the estimated yield to the Exchequer from reducing the CAT 
class A threshold to €250,000, the class B threshold to €25,000, and reducing the class C thresh-
old to €13,000 at a rate of 33%, 36% and 40%, respectively, in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39900/21]

27/07/2021WRU04600373. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated yield gained from an 
increase in the initial once-off 6% charge to 20% with respect to the discretionary trust tax; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39938/21]

27/07/2021WRU04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 343, 
346 and 373 together.

In relation to Question No. 346, it is assumed the Deputy is referring to Capital Acquisitions 
Tax (CAT) rather than Capital Gains Tax (CGT).

The CAT receipts by year are published on the Revenue website at link: www.revenue.ie/en/
corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/receipts/receipts-taxhead.aspx. A breakdown 
of CAT receipts, including the yield from Discretionary Trust Tax is published at www.revenue.
ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/receipts/cat-receipts.pdf.

The Revenue Ready Reckoner, which is available at link: www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/
documents/statistics/ready-reckoner.pdf, shows on pages 15 to 17, the estimated yield from 
changes to CAT reliefs, thresholds and rates. The proposed increases can be estimated on a pro 
rata basis from the information in the published table.

The yield from Discretionary Trust Tax at the current rate is shown in the publication refer-
enced above. With an assumption of no behavioural change, an estimated increase in the yield 
pro-rata to the increase in the rate from 6% to 20% could be calculated. However, this would 
be a sizeable increase in rate and the assumption of no change in behaviour is unlikely to be 
realistic. Therefore, there is no basis to provide an accurate estimate of this proposed change. 

Regarding Question No. 343, the yield from capping Business and Agricultural Relief at €3 
million is tentatively estimated at €45 million for Business Relief and €1 million for Agricul-
tural Relief. 

27/07/2021WRV00200Tax Data

27/07/2021WRV00300344. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated saving to the Exche-
quer that would accrue from abolishing the help to buy scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39898/21]

27/07/2021WRV00400450. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be generated in 2022 by removing the help to buy scheme. [41359/21]

27/07/2021WRV00500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 344 
and 450 together.

The Help to Buy (HTB) incentive is a scheme to assist first-time purchasers with a deposit 
they need to buy or build a new house or apartment. The incentive gives a refund on Income 
Tax and Deposit Interest Retention Tax (DIRT) paid in the State over the previous four years, 
subject to limits outlined in the legislation. Section 477C Taxes Consolidation Act (TCA) 1997 
outlines the definitions and conditions that apply to the HTB scheme. 
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Bearing in mind that HTB is a demand-led scheme which is subject to a broad range of 
variables, including housing completion rates and prices, it is not possible to provide a reliable 
estimate of the savings that would arise from abolition of the scheme. 

According to Revenue data, as of end June 2021, since the inception of the scheme the esti-
mated total value of approved HTB claims to date is in the order of €453 million.

The table below summarises the value of approved HTB claims for each year since the in-
ception of the scheme until end-June 2021.  

Year 2017* 2018 2019 2020  2021 
(Year to 
end June)

Total 

Value   
(€m)

69 73 102 126  83 453

*The 2017 figure includes approved retrospective claims made in 2017 in respect of the 
period 19 July 2016 to end 2016, as provided for in the relevant legislation.

27/07/2021WRV00600Tax Data

27/07/2021WRV00700345. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated yield from removing 
the PAYE and earned income tax credits, which reduce final income tax liabilities, from tax-
payers with incomes above €100,000 per year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39899/21]

27/07/2021WRV00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the re-
moval of the Employee Tax Credit and Earned Income Tax Credit for individuals with an in-
come above €100,000, in the manner outlined by the Deputy, would yield an estimated €152m 
and €186m on a first and full year basis, respectively.

These estimates are based on tax returns for 2018 (the latest available year) and, in analys-
ing the gross incomes of taxpayer units at individual level, a range of assumptions were neces-
sarily made in relation to the distribution of credits (in such units). As such, were such a change 
implemented, it may lead to outcomes which vary from the above estimates.

I would also note that the removal of tax credits in a manner as set out by the Deputy could 
have broader implications, such as resulting in disincentives to work. For example, the removal 
of the tax credit for a taxpayer on an income of €101,000 would result in a lower after tax pay 
for that taxpayer compared to a taxpayer on an income of €100,000.

  Question No. 346 answered with Question No. 343.

27/07/2021WRV01000Tax Data

27/07/2021WRV01100347. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated yield from a 1% levy 
applied to wealth in excess of €1 million for a single adult, double that for a couple; his views 
on the contention in a recent report (details supplied) that such a levy on wealth would raise 
approximately €248 million for the Exchequer; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39901/21]

27/07/2021WRV01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): At the outset the Deputy should note 
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that wealth can be taxed in a variety of ways, some of which are already in place in Ireland.  
Capital Gains Tax (CGT) and Capital Acquisitions Tax (CAT) are, in effect, taxes on wealth, in 
that they are levied on an individual or company on the disposal of an asset (CGT) or the acqui-
sition of an asset through gift or inheritance (CAT). Deposit Interest Retention Tax (DIRT) is 
charged at 33%, with limited exemptions, on interest earned on deposit accounts.  Local Prop-
erty Tax (LPT) introduced in 2013 and recently amended is a tax based on the market value of 
residential properties. 

In order to estimate the potential revenue from a wealth tax, it would first be necessary to 
identify the wealth held by individuals.  I am informed by the Revenue Commissioners that 
they currently have no statistical basis for compiling estimates in relation to a potential wealth 
tax. Although an individual’s assets and liabilities are declared to the Revenue in a number of 
specific circumstances (for example, after a death), this information is not a complete measure 
of financial assets in the State, nor is it recorded in a manner that would allow analysis of the 
implications of an overarching wealth based tax. Therefore I cannot provide  you with what the 
estimated yield from a 1% levy applied to wealth in excess of €1m  for a single adult, or for a 
couple.

I note the recent ESRI report that the Deputy refers to which examines the issue of a wealth 
tax. What is clear from this report is that in order for a wealth tax to raise a significant amount 
of revenue it would have to contain few exemptions and apply from a relatively low level of 
wealth. For instance in order to raise the €248m referred to in the question there would be a need 
to include principal private residences, farms, businesses and pensions. This would therefore 
include a lot of illiquid assets which would be subject to annual taxation.  The report also notes 
that the use of exemptions has the potential to create distortionary effects on how people save. 

The Government has no plans to introduce a wealth tax, although all taxes and potential 
taxation options are of course constantly reviewed. 

27/07/2021WRV01300Tax Data

27/07/2021WRV01400348. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated yield from raising the 
VAT rate for the tourism and hospitality sector from 9% to 13.5% in 2022; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39902/21]

27/07/2021WRV01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The most recent estimate for extending 
the application of the 9% VAT rate on Tourism and Hospitality related items from 1 January 
2022 until 31 August 2022 is that it will cost the exchequer €350m. If a 13.5% rate applied 
across these sectors for all of 2022 our estimate is that the yield to the exchequer would be ap-
proximately €525.

27/07/2021WRV01600Tax Data

27/07/2021WRV01700349. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated savings that would 
be made by ending the refundable element of the research and development tax credit from 1 
January 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39903/21]

27/07/2021WRV01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that is not 
possible to accurately predict the yield from ending the payable element of the Research and 
Development (R&D) tax credit, as information in respect of the future payments of the credit, 
which is dependent on both the future profitability of claimant companies as well as their level 
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of qualifying R&D activity, cannot be known in advance.

However, I am advised by Revenue that information in respect of the R&D tax credit is 
available at: https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/tax-
expenditures/r-and-d-tax-credits.aspx. This includes the cost of payable tax credits for recent 
years. The most recent year for which returns information is available presently is 2019.

27/07/2021WRV01900Tax Data

27/07/2021WRV02000350. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the expected yield from introducing 
a digital services tax on the same basis as France, Italy and Spain with a 3% tax rate (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39904/21]

27/07/2021WRV02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Although the Digital Services Taxes 
introduced in France, Italy, and Spain are not precisely the same as each other, all three share 
substantial overlaps with the Digital Services Tax proposed by the European Commission in 
2018. When making its proposal, the Commission estimated that an EU-wide Digital Services 
Tax could yield €5 billion per annum, to be shared between all EU Member States, based on 
levels of activity in Member States.

It would be reasonable to assume that Ireland’s share of that estimated yield could be calcu-
lated in proportion to the population of Ireland as a share of the population of the EU overall. 
Eurostat has estimated the population of Ireland to be 0.9% of the total population of the EU. 
Applying this to the Commission’s overall estimated yield would mean that Ireland could col-
lect approximately €45 million from introducing a Digital Services Tax of the type mentioned. 
The net yield would be reduced to the extent that deductions from company profits for Digital 
Services Tax paid would reduce corporation tax receipts.

The European Commission’s proposal was based on (1) a €750 million global revenue 
threshold and (2) an EU-wide €50 million revenue from in-scope services threshold. Based on 
available data, it is not possible to estimate the potential yield of a Digital Services Tax with 
different thresholds.   It should be noted also that the ongoing Pillar One work of the OECD/
G20 Inclusive Framework on Base Erosion and Profit Shifting will provide for the removal of 
Digital Service Taxes and other similar measures across the world. I have expressed support for 
that Pillar.

27/07/2021WRV02200Tax Data

27/07/2021WRV02300351. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of reintroducing 
tax relief at the standard rate on trade union subscriptions on the same basis as applied up to its 
abolition in 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39906/21]

27/07/2021WRV02400418. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of 
restoring tax relief for trade union subscriptions. [41157/21]

27/07/2021WRV02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 351 
and 418 together.

Tax relief for Trade Union subscriptions was previously provided for under section 472C of 
the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997. The relief was introduced in 2001 and abolished from 2011 
onwards. 
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A review of the appropriate treatment for tax purposes of trade union subscriptions and pro-
fessional body fees was carried out by my Department in 2016 and included in the 2016 report 
on tax expenditures published on Budget day 2016. The review may be found at the following 
link:

(http://www.budget.gov.ie/Budgets/2017/Documents/Tax_Expenditures_Report%202016_
final.pdf)

The review concluded that:
“analysis of the scheme using the principles laid down by the Department’s Tax Expenditure Guidelines shows that it fails to reach the evaluation threshold to warrant introduction in this manner. 
The reinstatement of this tax relief would have no justifiable policy rationale and does not express a defined policy objective. Given that individuals join trade unions largely for the well-known benefits of membership, and the potential value of the relief to an individual would equate to just over €1 per week, this scheme would have little to no incentive effect on the numbers choosing to join. There is no specific market failure that needs to be addressed by such a scheme, and it would consist largely of deadweight.”

  In 2020, my Department carried out a further analysis which took stock of where matters 
stand in relation to the issue of tax relief for trade union subscriptions and set out a number of 
policy options for consideration.  This exercise suggested that, based on certain assumptions 
about numbers of beneficiaries, the measure could cost at least €36.9 million if reintroduced 
at the same level of support as existed in 2010.  However, it also drew attention to the poten-
tially significant deadweight element which would accompany the measure. That analysis was 
published with the 2020 Tax Strategy Group papers at the following link: https://assets.gov.
ie/86995/006fad3c-ebb5-4b0e-b067-92f8102d6e43.pdf . 

The following table sets out details of the cost of the tax relief for trade union subscriptions 
in the seven years immediately prior to its end, including 2010 (in which year, the measure cost 
some €26 million):

Year Cost (€ million) No. of  Claims    
2004 10.7 248,300
2005 11.8 272,100
2006 19.2 294,300
2007 20.7 316,300
2008 26.4 341,900
2009 26.7 345,800
2010 26.0 337,500

27/07/2021WRV02600Tax Data

27/07/2021WRV02700352. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost to reintroduce 
a relief for rent credit as existed up to 2010 but without any age bands and available to all tax 
payers at the standard rate of income tax for amounts of rent paid (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39907/21]

27/07/2021WRV02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The previous tax relief in respect of 
rent paid, was abolished in Budget 2011, and it is no longer available to those that commenced 
renting for the first time from 8 December 2010. The ending of the relief followed a recommen-
dation in the 2009 report by the Commission on Taxation that rent relief should be discontinued. 
The view of this independent commission was that, in the same manner in which mortgage 
interest relief increases the cost of housing, rent relief increases the cost of private rented ac-
commodation.  

At the time of its restriction, the rental tax relief cost the Exchequer up to €97m per annum. 
On certain assumptions, it is likely that the annual cost of the measures set in the details sup-
plied out would be higher. However, I am advised by Revenue that it does not have sufficient 
data on which to accurately calculate the expected costs of the measures (including the number 
of tax-payers who could avail of the relief and their individual capacities to absorb the various 
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proposed credits).

27/07/2021WRV02900Tax Data

27/07/2021WRV03000353. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the yield to Exchequer from the 
betting duty in each of the past three years; the anticipated yield that would accrue to the Ex-
chequer from increasing the betting duty from 2% to 3% and increasing the duty of 25% on 
commissions earned by betting intermediaries to 30%; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39908/21]

27/07/2021WRV03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the Ready 
Reckoner, which is published on the Revenue website, shows on page 26, the estimated yield 
from changes to the Betting Duty rate. I am further advised that an estimate for the increase in 
the duty on commissions is not presently available. However, a tentative estimate for the in-
crease to 30% is approximately €1 million.

Revenue has confirmed that Betting Duty receipts from traditional, remote and betting in-
termediaries is available for 2018 and 2019 on the Revenue website. 

The breakdown of the 2020 receipts is provided in the table below.

Licence Type Receipts €m 
Traditional 38.7 
Remote 44.5 
Intermediary 3.6 

27/07/2021WRV03200Tax Data

27/07/2021WRV03300354. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated additional yield from 
a 25 cent increase per pack of 20 cigarettes with an additional 50% for RYO and a 50c increase 
with an additional 50% for RYO in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39909/21]

27/07/2021WRV03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the 
‘Ready Reckoner’, which is published on the Revenue website, shows on page 25, the esti-
mated yield from changes in duties on cigarettes. These estimates assume pro-rata increases in 
other tobacco products.

The table below provides estimated yield for increases to roll your own tobacco (with the 
assumption of no change in behaviour by smokers).

Product Increase Yield 
Fine Cut including other 
tobacco 

25c + Additional 50% €4.2m 

Fine Cut including other 
tobacco 

50c + Additional 50% €8.5m 

27/07/2021WRV03500Tax Data

27/07/2021WRV03600355. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance if a costing pathway with first year 
yield for equalisation of diesel and petrol excise rates over four years in tabular form will be 
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provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39913/21]

27/07/2021WRV03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Mineral oil tax (MOT) which com-
prises a carbon and non-carbon component is applied to auto diesel and petrol.  There is a lower 
non carbon component charge applied to auto diesel.  The non-carbon charge applied to auto 
diesel is 42.572 cents per litre while the equivalent charge on petrol is 54.184.  As diesel emits 
more carbon dioxide when combusted, the application of the carbon tax results in a higher car-
bon charge on auto diesel; the carbon charge is 7.752 cents per litre of petrol and 8.966 cents 
per litre of diesel. 

The overall rate of MOT (carbon and non-carbon charge combined) is 61.936 for petrol and 
51.538 for auto diesel.  

The difference in the non-carbon charge, commonly referred to as an Excise Gap, is 11.6 
cents.  Increasing the charge on diesel by 3 cents annually would equalise the rates over a four 
year period as set out in the table below.  It should be noted that as per the trajectory of carbon 
tax rate increases legislated for in Finance Act 2020, the carbon component charge of MOT will 
increase annually out to 2030.  The pathway below includes the impact of the carbon tax rate 
increases which results in a higher overall rate of MOT applied to auto diesel in this scenario 
by 2025.  

Excise Pathway to Equalisation by 2025 (by adding 3 cent annually)

Petrol (cent per litre)   

Diesel (cent per litre)

Non 
Carbon 
Charge

Carbon 
Charge

Total 
MOT

Carbon 
Tax Rate 
(€/t CO2)

Year Non 
Carbon 
Charge

Carbon 
Charge

Total 
MOT

54.184 7.752 61.936 33.50 2021 42.572 8.966 51.538
54.184 9.487 63.671 41.00 2022 45.572 10.974 56.546
54.184 11.223 65.407 48.50 2023 48.572 12.981 61.553
54.184 12.959 67.143 56.00 2024 51.572 14.989 66.561
54.184 14.694 68.878 63.50 2025 54.572 16.996 71.568
The ready reckoner which can be accessed at the website address below, indicates that a 3 

cent increase in the rate of auto diesel would yield €83 million in a full year.   

  https://www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/ready-reckoner.pdf 

27/07/2021WRV03800Tax Code

27/07/2021WRV03900356. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated yield minus costs of 
prioritising anti-fraud powers in Finance (No. 2) Act 2013 as set out in a comprehensive review 
of expenditure 2014 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39914/21]

27/07/2021WRV04000358. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated yield minus costs 
of a compliance project using merchant acquirer data as set out in a comprehensive review of 
expenditure 2014 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39916/21]

27/07/2021WRV04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 356 
and 358 together.
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In relation to Question No. 356 , the anti-fraud powers contained in the Finance (no.2) Act 
of 2013 considerably strengthened Revenue’s capacity to address Excise related risk, includ-
ing in regard to the use of Marked Gas Oil (MGO). I am advised that Revenue has conducted 
extensive compliance programmes since that time designed both to deter and detect abuses in 
this area and to measure the level of illegitimate activity in the market. 

Revenue’s subsequent analysis of the impact of the combined measures confirm a very sig-
nificant reduction in the abuse of MGO. Extrapolating pre-2013 trends against current Excise 
data strongly suggests that Revenue’s compliance activities may have been responsible for re-
ducing fraudulent MGO usage (product that might otherwise have been laundered) and increas-
ing legitimate diesel usage by over 245 million litres per annum. This translates into more than 
€150 million annually in additional taxes and duties. There has also been a significant fall in the 
level of so-called ‘fuel laundering’ activity i.e. the removal of markers from duty rebated fuel.

In relation to Question No. 258, I am advised by Revenue that the recorded yield from an 
initial pilot compliance project, based solely on the use of merchant acquirer data was €2.78m. 
I am further informed that this initial project established the value of the use of merchant ac-
quirer data, which is now fully integrated into Revenue risk systems and used alongside other 
information sources to select and appraise cases for compliance interventions. This approach 
enables Revenue to focus on risk cases while minimising compliance costs for legitimate busi-
nesses. Given the integrated nature of Revenue’s approach to a wide range of risk data, it is not 
possible to accurately attribute individual intervention yields to specific data elements, such as 
merchant acquirer data, which form part of an overall profile of a taxpayer. 

27/07/2021WRV04200Tax Code

27/07/2021WRV04300357. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated yield minus costs of 
developing systems and structure to support the new EU VAT mini one stop shop initiative as 
set out in a comprehensive review of expenditure 2014 (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39915/21]

27/07/2021WRV04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by the Revenue Commis-
sioners that new EU VAT rules came into effect on 1 January 2015, changing the place where 
VAT is chargeable in respect of all supplies of telecommunications, broadcasting and electronic 
services to consumers.  VAT on these services is now chargeable where the consumer is located 
instead of where the supplier is located.  This ensures that VAT is payable in the Member State 
where the services are consumed and removes the incentive for businesses in these sectors to 
locate in low-VAT rate Member States.  As a result of the change, EU and non-EU businesses 
are required to register and account for VAT in every Member State in which they supply these 
services to consumers.  As an alternative, they can avail of an optional special scheme known 
as the Mini One Stop Shop (MOSS).

The MOSS scheme is a simplification which allows a business engaged in these supplies to 
register in a single Member State, to file a single quarterly return and pay its VAT liability for all 
Member States through a web portal in the Member State of registration. This enables suppliers 
to avoid having to register and account for VAT in all the Member States to which they make 
such supplies. The Irish Revenue web portal for MOSS was developed in advance of 2015 with 
Ireland being the first Member State to make it available to business to register with MOSS.  
This was successfully promoted by Revenue through engagement with national and interna-
tional businesses, representative bodies, and with international business media.  As a result, the 
VAT receipts via the MOSS portal exceeded expectations as many businesses supplying these 
services opted to register under the Irish MOSS portal.  The initial estimate of yield for Ireland 
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was €10 million but the actual yield to date is almost €1.2 billion due to the success in promot-
ing the scheme in Ireland as well as to the significant increases in the electronic services market.         

Transitional rules for the period 2015-2018 provided that the Member State of registration 
would retain a percentage of the VAT collected for other Member States, with the retention per-
centage being 30% in 2015 and 2016, and 15% for 2017 and 2018. The amount retained by Ire-
land was €805 million in respect of the four-year period 2015-2018 and, to date, an additional 
€385 million has been transferred to Ireland by other Member States.  

The total IT development cost for VAT MOSS was €1.93m, with €1.05m expended in 2014, 
the remainder being spent in 2015. 

The Deputy might also be interested to know that the MOSS scheme, which has worked so 
well since 2015, has been extended and turned into a One-Stop Shop (OSS) since 1 July 2021.  
Retention is not part of this extended scheme.

  Question No. 358 answered with Question No. 356.

27/07/2021WRV04600Tax Code

27/07/2021WRV04700359. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated yield from increasing 
the bank levy rate to 100% or to 157% and 200% respectively in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39917/21]

27/07/2021WRV04800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 126AA of the Stamp Duties 
Consolidation Act 1999 imposes an annual levy on banks for each of the years 2017 to 2021.  
Since the levy was introduced in 2003, it has been extended on several occasions and currently 
applies until the end of 2021.  The levy is calculated by reference to the amount of Deposit In-
terest Retention Tax (DIRT) paid by the bank in a specified year referred to as the “base year”.  
The levy is designed to produce a fixed annual yield of €150m, which means that whenever the 
base year (and the amount of DIRT paid) changes, the rate of charge must also be adjusted to 
maintain this constant yield.

For the years 2019 and 2020, the levy was charged at a rate of 170% of DIRT payable by 
the bank in 2017 (2017 being the base year for 2019 and 2020).  For the year 2021, the levy is 
chargeable at a rate of 308% of DIRT payable by the bank in 2019 (2019 being the base year 
for 2021).  

There is currently no statutory basis in place for charging a bank levy for 2022.  However, 
were the levy to be extended to 2022, amending the rate to 100% or to 157% and 200%, respec-
tively, would lead to a reduction in overall yield from the levy.  This is illustrated in tabular form 
below, using both 2019 and 2020 as possible base years.   Were the levy to be extended to 2022 
and the year 2020 used as the base year, it is estimated that the rate would have to be increased 
to 639%   to maintain the annual yield of €150m.   However, if 2019 continued to be used as 
the base year, then no rate change would be required.

Year Bank 
Levy Due

Base year Total DIRT 
in base year 

DIRT subject 
to   levy (ap-
prox.)*

*Levy as % 
of DIRT

Estimated 
yield (m)

2021 2019 €64m €49m 308% of 
DIRT 

€150.92
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2022 2019 €64m €49m 100% of 
DIRT

€49

2022 2019 €64m €49m 157% of 
DIRT

€76.93

2022 2019 €64m €49m 200% of 
DIRT

€98

2022 2019 €64m €49m 308% of 
DIRT 

€150.92

2022 2020 €37m €23.5m 100% of 
DIRT

€23.5

2022 2020 €37m €23.5m 157% of 
DIRT

€36.9

2022 2020 €37m €23.5m 200% of 
DIRT

€47

2022 2020 €37m €23.5m 639% of 
DIRT

€150.16

* Certain DIRT payments, such as those by Credit Unions, are not included when calculat-
ing the levy

27/07/2021WRV04900Cycling Policy

27/07/2021WRV05000360. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost of introducing a 
cycle to school scheme based on the cycle to work scheme by which a parent can claim back 
the cost of one bicycle per child through their salary; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39918/21]

27/07/2021WRV05100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy will be aware, the cur-
rent cycle to work scheme operates on a self-administration basis. Relief is automatically avail-
able provided the employer is satisfied that the conditions of their particular scheme meet the 
requirements of the legislation. There is no notification procedure for employers involved. This 
approach was taken with the deliberate intention of keeping the scheme simple and reducing 
administration on the part of employers.

Tax expenditure reports prepared by my Department have estimated the  full year’s cost  
at €4 million but have been clear that this figure was an estimate as separate returns are not 
required. 

The potential cost of a cycle to school scheme would depend on uptake and the marginal 
rate of tax being paid by the parent and the threshold value allowed under such a scheme. CSO 
data from the Census in 2016 shows that 7,326 children aged between 5 and 12 years, and 
7,282 students at school or college aged between 13 and 18 years used bicycles as their means 
of transport. This could give a potential uptake of 14,608 but each child would not get a new 
bicycle each year. 

The cost per bicycle in the tax expenditure reports is estimated at €200 and it would not 
be unreasonable to make the same assumption for a cycle to school scheme. If one third of the 
number cycling got a new bicycle each year, this would give an annual cost of approximately 
€1 million.

I should add that including bicycles for use by children to cycle to school would add to 
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the administrative burden on employers of participating in the scheme. Furthermore, I would 
expect considerable deadweight in such a proposal with people benefitting who would have 
purchased a bicycle in any event.

27/07/2021WRW00200Tax Code

27/07/2021WRW00300361. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated additional revenue that 
would be raised from an increase in the rate of stamp duty to apply in circumstances in which a 
person purchases ten or more houses within a 12 month period from 10% to 17% respectively 
in tabular form; the estimated additional revenue that would be raised if these respective rates 
applied to both apartments and in cases in which properties are renting to local authorities, that 
is, removal of exception; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39924/21]

27/07/2021WRW00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware the purpose 
of the 10% stamp duty charge on the multiple purchase of houses is to disincentivise such 
purchases with a number of limited exceptions for apartments and for social and affordable 
housing purposes. This measure therefore was introduced to influence behaviour rather than as 
a revenue raising measure. At the time of its introduction Revenue was unable to provide an 
assessment of the additional monies it would raise. 

Consequently in response to the Deputy’s question,  Revenue  has indicated that they are 
not able to provide the information he is seeking  in circumstances where the stamp duty rate  
for purchases of 10 or more houses within a 12 month period is increased from 10% to 17%. 
Neither can they provide data in relation to a situation where the 10% and 17% rates are applied 
to both apartments and to situations where properties are being rented to local authorities.

Over time with the collection of revenue from this stamp duty charge, it is probable that 
Revenue will be able to make a better assessment of such matters. 

  Question No. 362 answered with Question No. 319.

  Question No. 363 answered with Question No. 319.

27/07/2021WRW00700Tax Code

27/07/2021WRW00800364. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated additional yield from 
increasing the effective rate to 40% for all those earning in excess of €200,000; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39927/21]

27/07/2021WRW00900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that in 2018 
(the most recent year for which tax returns are filed and the data processed) more than 50% of 
those taxpayers with a taxable income in excess of €200,000 had an effective rate of 40% or 
higher in relation to their liability to income tax, including USC. The estimated yield of increas-
ing the effective rate to at least 40% for the entire cohort is approximately €100m.

27/07/2021WRW01000Financial Services

27/07/2021WRW01100365. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the cost of regulation of the finan-
cial industry by the Central Bank for 2019 and 2020 respectively; the amount of subvention 
provided by the Central Bank for both years; the estimated savings that would accrue to the 
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Exchequer from moving the entire cost of regulation of the financial sector onto the industry; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39928/21]

27/07/2021WRW01200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy may be aware the Cen-
tral Bank disclose the total cost of Financial Regulation (Net Annual Funding Requirement or 
nAFR) in the Central Bank Annual Report each year. 

The most recent report (see link below) includes details of the 2019 and 2020 cost of Finan-
cial Regulation which are as follows:

Year Cost of Regulation Income funded from 
Industry

Subvention from 
Central Bank

2019 €204.5m €160.0m €44.4m
2020 €212.7m €174.4m €38.3m
www.centralbank.ie/docs/default-source/publications/corporate-reports/annual-reports/an-

nual-report-2020-and-annual-performance-statement-2020-2021.pdf

If industry was fully charged, there would be no subvention, however, there are certain costs 
(e.g. markets supervision) which it may be appropriate to continue to subvent on an ongoing 
basis where the costs cannot be attributed to specific firms but do relate to the orderly function 
of markets and the financial stability agenda.   

As the Deputy will recall, in 2015, the Department of Finance and Central Bank of Ireland 
issued a joint public consultation on ‘Funding the cost of Financial Regulation’ (CP95).  

In response to that consultation, my predecessor as Minister for Finance, Michael Noonan, 
agreed to a phased movement towards 100 per cent Industry Funding in order to eliminate 
subvention, by the taxpayer, of regulatory costs. Since then, recovery rates have increased in 
stages across most industry sectors, determined on a yearly basis. In April 2019, in order to give 
greater clarity to industry, I approved the trajectory to bring the recovery rate of levies across 
sectors to 100 per cent over the coming years.  This change in policy will apply the user pays 
principle to the regulation of financial services.

The table below shows the planned trajectory for levy rates across all sectors. Credit Union 
recovery rates from 2022 onwards will be subject to review and a public consultation to guide 
strategy once 50% recovery rates have been achieved. 

Levy 
Year   

2017   2018   2019   2020    2021    2022    2023    2024    

ELG 
Banks

100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Banks 65% 80% 90% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Insur-
ance 
Under-
takings

65% 80% 90% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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Levy 
Year   

2017   2018   2019   2020    2021    2022    2023    2024    

Invest-
ment   
Firms &   
Fund 
Service 
Provid-
ers

65% 80% 90% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Funds 65% 65% 80% 90% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Retail   
Interme-
diaries 
& Debt 
Man-
agement 
Co’s

50% 65% 70% 75% 80% 90% 100% 100%

Money-
lenders

65% 65% 70% 75% 80% 90% 100% 100%

Ap-
proved   
Profes-
sional   
Bodies

65% 65% 70% 75% 80% 90% 100% 100%

Bu-
reau de   
Change/
Money   
Trans-
mitters

65% 65% 70% 75% 80% 90% 100% 100%

Retail   
Credit 
/ Home   
Rever-
sion / 
Credit 
Servic-
ing 
Firms

65% 65% 70% 75% 80% 90% 100% 100%

Pay-
ment   
& 
EMoney   
Institu-
tions

65% 65% 70% 75% 80% 90% 100% 100%

Credit 
Unions

0.1% 
of total 
assets

0.1% 
of total 
assets

20% 35% 50% TBC TBC TBC

Link: www.centralbank.ie/docs/default-source/publications/corporate-reports/annual-re-
ports/annual-report-2020-and-annual-performance-statement-2020-2021.pdf
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27/07/2021WRW01300Tax Data

27/07/2021WRW01400366. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the yield accrued from the standard 
rate of the section 627 exit tax charge of 12.5% in 2019 and 2020 respectively in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39929/21]

27/07/2021WRW01500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy may be aware, the cur-
rent Exit Tax charge contained in section 627 of the Taxes Consolidation Act, 1997 (TCA 1997) 
was introduced as part of the transposition of the EU Anti-Tax Avoidance Directives (ATAD). 
The ATAD Exit Tax completely replaced the old exit tax regime, which was designed to counter 
a specific type of avoidance, and took effect from October 2018. Information in respect of any 
exit tax payable under the new regime is required to be be separately recorded on corporation 
tax returns for 2019 and subsequent years.  

I am advised by Revenue that the available data for 2019 does not show any disposals giving 
rise to a charge to exit tax under section 627 TCA 1997. Information in respect of 2020 corpora-
tion tax returns is not yet available because all the returns are not yet filed and analysed. As the 
Deputy is aware, a company’s corporation tax return filing date is determined by its accounting 
period end date. Companies with an accounting period end date of 31 December 2020 are not 
required to file their 2020 corporation tax return until 23 September 2021.

27/07/2021WRW01600Tax Data

27/07/2021WRW01700367. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated additional yield to the 
Exchequer from a 0.1% and a 1% increase in the stamp duty applicable to transfers of shares, 
stocks and marketable securities in Irish incorporated companies; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39930/21]

27/07/2021WRW01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the 
‘Ready Reckoner’, which is available at www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statistics/
ready-reckoner.pdf, shows on page 20 the estimated yield from changes to the rate of Stamp 
Duty on shares. The current rate of Stamp Duty on the transfers of shares is 1% and the pro-
posed increases can be derived on a pro rata basis from the published table.

I am further advised by Revenue that as Stamp Duty liabilities in respect of the transfer of 
shares are not returned separately by place of incorporation, information specifically in relation 
to Irish incorporated companies is not available. 

27/07/2021WRW01900Tax Data

27/07/2021WRW02000368. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost to the Exchequer 
of reducing the interest on deferral of local property tax payments to an annual rate of 0.5% 
based on the latest available data in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39931/21]

27/07/2021WRW02100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The interest rate for Deferrals of Local 
Property Tax (LPT) in respect of the current ‘Valuation Period’ (2013 to 2021) is 4%. The table 
below, in columns 1 to 4, sets out the number, value and accrued interest to date on Deferrals 
taken out each year from 2013 to 2020 (Deferrals for 2021 won’t attract interest if payment is 
made this year). Columns 5 and 6 in the table show the impact if the interest rate for the years 
in question was set at 0.5%.
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Year No of defer-
rals

Deferred 
Liabil-
ity currently 
on record                   
€M

4% Inter-
est Accrued 
to date           
€M

0.5% Interest 
Rate       €M

Reduction 
in amount of 
interest €M

2013 23,134 2.9 0.9 0.1 0.8
2014 30,081 7.1 2.2 0.27 1.9
2015 36,319 7.8 2.0 0.25 1.8
2016 44,641 9.1 2.0 0.25 1.8
2017 47,735 10.0 1.8 0.23 1.6
2018 46,331 9.9 1.4 0.17 1.2
2019 45,119 9.8 1.0 0.12  0.9 
2020 43,393 10.4 0.65 0.08 0.6
Total 12.1 1.5 10.6 
The interest rate to be applied to Deferrals of LPT in the new ‘Valuation Period’ (2022 to 

2025) is reduced to 3%, as provided for in the Finance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Act 
2021.

27/07/2021WRW02200Tax Data

27/07/2021WRW02300369. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated additional yield that 
would accrue from a dividend withholding tax rate of 41% on all dividends paid by REITs and 
IREF respectively in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39932/21]

27/07/2021WRW02400448. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be generated in 2022 by increasing the rate of dividend withholding tax for REITs and 
IREFs to 33%. [41357/21]

27/07/2021WRW02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 369 
and 448 together.

Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs) are corporate entities, and as such pay dividends to 
their shareholders. Dividend Withholding Tax (DWT), which is charged at 25%, must be ap-
plied to REIT distributions, other than those distributed to certain limited classes of investors 
such as pension funds and charities as they are more generally exempt from tax.  

Irish Real Estate Funds (IREFs) are fund vehicles and therefore are not subject to DWT.  
They are instead subject to a 20% withholding tax on distributions to non-resident investors. 
Furthermore, Irish resident individuals/corporates are subject to investment undertakings tax. 
Certain categories of investors such as pension funds, life assurance companies and other col-
lective investment undertakings are generally exempt from having IREF withholding tax ap-
plied provided the appropriate declarations are in place.

The yield from changes in the rates of withholding taxes on REITs and IREFs would be de-
pendent on the level of future distributions by these entities.  As such there is no basis available 
to provide an accurate estimate of these future distributions. 

However, the Deputies may be interested to note the information published on IREFs in 
Table 18 of the Revenue research report which is available at www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/
documents/research/ct-analysis-2021.pdf, which includes information for 2017-2019, based on 
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returns filed.

27/07/2021WRW02600Tax Data

27/07/2021WRW02700370. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer of claims 
for each individual item of allowable expenses against rental income based on the most recent 
data in tabular form; the cost to the Exchequer of claims from non-residential landlords; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39934/21]

27/07/2021WRW02800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that as tax 
liability is calculated based on the combination of all incomes, reliefs, credits and deductions, it 
is not possible to provide an exact tax cost for the items outlined. To estimate tentative costs, it 
is possible to look at the amounts claimed under each item and apply an average marginal rate 
of tax. The average marginal rate of tax is the average rate across all taxpayer types and is not 
confined to those with a rental income.

I am advised by Revenue that 2018 represents the latest year for which complete data are 
available.  

The table below sets out the estimated 2018 tax cost of the allowable expenses against rental 
income, separated into each individual item as declared on tax returns, and separated into resi-
dential and non-residential properties.

Expense Category Residential Properties €m Non-residential Properties 
€m

Repairs 87 15
Interest 97 47
Section 23 Relief 1.7 NA
Pre-Letting  Expenditure 0.6 NA
Leasing of Farmland NA 28
Other 123 40

27/07/2021WRW02900Tax Data

27/07/2021WRW03000371. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated savings to the Ex-
chequer from eliminating excise forgone on auto-diesel, marked gas oil, kerosene and fuel oil 
based on the latest available data in tabular form; the estimated savings to the Exchequer from 
ending the diesel rebate scheme and excise forgone on commercial sea navigation; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39935/21]

27/07/2021WRW03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It is assumed that the Deputy is refer-
ring to setting the level of Excise for auto-diesel, marked gas oil, kerosene, and fuel oil as being 
equal to that for Petrol. 

I am advised by Revenue that the estimated savings to the Exchequer from eliminating Ex-
cise forgone on auto-diesel, marked gas oil, kerosene, and fuel oil are shown in the table below. 

Also included in the table are the savings from ending the Diesel Rebate Scheme (DRS), 
and the relief for Commercial Sea Navigation.

The estimates are based on 2020 data.
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- 2020 
€m 

Excise forgone: Excise rate on Auto-diesel 366.1 
Excise forgone: Excise rate on Marked Gas 
Oil 

488.3 

Excise forgone: Excise rate on Kerosene 680.9 
Excise forgone: Excise rate on Fuel Oil 24.9 
Diesel Rebate Scheme 8.2 
Commercial Sea Navigation 14.1 

27/07/2021WRW03200Tax Data

27/07/2021WRW03300372. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated yield to the Exchequer 
from an annual levy on insurance firm profits at a rate of 1%; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39937/21]

27/07/2021WRW03400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the trad-
ing profits of companies in Ireland are generally taxed at the standard Corporation Tax rate of 
12.5 per cent. Some of the main features of the current Corporation Tax regime are its simplicity 
and that it applies to a broad base. 

Changing this rate (or imposing additional levies on corporate profits) would involve in-
creased complexity and could change the attractiveness of Ireland’s corporate tax offering. It is 
not possible to accurately predict the effect that changes to the rate would have on the behaviour 
and decisions of large, multinational companies. This uncertainty prevents a reliable estimate 
being made of any yield that may accrue to the Exchequer.

Notwithstanding the above, I am further advised by Revenue that on a straightforward 
mathematical basis and assuming no behavioural changes by companies, the potential yield 
from imposing a 1% levy on the profits of insurance firms, is tentatively estimated to be in the 
region of €48 million in a year.

  Question No. 373 answered with Question No. 343.

27/07/2021WRW03600Tax Data

27/07/2021WRW03700374. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the cost to the Exchequer of the 
removal and relocation expenses in 2018 and 2019 respectively in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39939/21]

27/07/2021WRW03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that employ-
ers who pay employees’ removal and relocation expenses are required to keep relevant records 
for a period of at least 6 years. However, as there is no reporting requirement in relation to this 
provision, there are no data available on which to estimate the tax foregone.

27/07/2021WRW03900Tax Data

27/07/2021WRW04000375. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated yield for an increase 
in the 12.5% rate for trading profits by either 0.5% or 1% and to increase the 25% rate for non-
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trading profits by 1%, 2% or 5%; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39941/21]

27/07/2021WRW04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): On a straightforward, mathematical 
basis there would be a theoretical yield from increasing the corporation tax rates for trading and 
non-trading income. However, the Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI) reports that 
research from both the United States and Europe suggests that foreign direct investment (FDI) 
and the decisions of multinationals to locate in Ireland are highly sensitive to rates of corpora-
tion tax. Therefore, increasing the corporation tax rates would likely lead to lower levels of 
economic activity, behavioural changes in the locational decisions of multinational companies 
and employment in the multinational sector.

As a result of the difficulty of predicting and quantifying these impacts, particularly in the 
current economic climate, it is not possible to accurately or robustly estimate the potential 
yield from the increases proposed by the Deputy. I would note however that ESRI research in 
2011 estimated that reducing Ireland’s corporation tax rate from 40% in 1994 to 12.5% in 2003 
added almost 4% to the level of economic output in 2005 and around €2 billion in corporation 
tax revenues. 

Furthermore, while corporation tax is statutorily levied on the profits of businesses, the 
ESRI states that researchers have concluded that a large share of the burden is likely to be borne 
by workers in the form of lower wages. This can arise from companies deciding to invest less, 
leading to lower capital and lower labour productivity and wages. As the ESRI found that small 
and medium enterprises (SMEs) predominantly finance their investments in fixed assets, intan-
gible assets and staff through internal funds, raising the rates of corporation tax would hamper 
their ability to invest and grow. 

27/07/2021WRW04200Tax Data

27/07/2021WRW04300376. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the estimated gains that would ac-
crue to the Exchequer over the years 2021 to 2025 from the introduction of a minimum effec-
tive corporation tax rate of 12.5% and 15% respectively; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39942/21]

27/07/2021WRW04400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The trading profits of companies in 
Ireland are generally taxed at the standard corporation tax rate of 12.5%. Some of the main 
features of the current corporation tax regime are its transparency and that it applies to a broad 
base. Analysis undertaken by the Department of Finance, co-authored by an independent aca-
demic, a separate report undertaken by the Comptroller & Auditor General (C&AG), and Rev-
enue’s annual analysis of corporation tax payments and returns, all confirm that the effective 
rate of corporation tax, using the most appropriate methodology, paid by corporations in Ireland 
is between 10% and 11%.  While this percentage is lower than the 12.5% headline rate, this can 
be attributed to the availability of the small number of targeted tax measures that are provided 
for in legislation and may only be availed of where the legislative criteria for relief are satisfied. 
Compliance with these tax obligations and eligibility for tax reliefs are monitored by Revenue 
on an ongoing basis.

Notwithstanding the above, it should also be noted that seeking to impose a minimum ef-
fective tax rate would involve increased complexity and could change the attractiveness of 
Ireland’s corporate tax regime. It is not possible to accurately predict how the imposition of a 
minimum effective tax rate would affect the behaviour and investment decisions of multina-
tional or domestic companies. Therefore, it is not possible to accurately or robustly estimate the 
potential Exchequer impact of these proposals.
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The Deputy will also be aware that Ireland has expressed broad support for the OECD In-
clusive Framework’s proposed two-pillar solution to address tax challenges arising from digi-
talisation and globalisation, but have expressed reservations in particular about the proposed 
global minimum effective tax rate of “at least 15%”. Given the importance of the OECD pro-
posals, I have invited views through a public consultation and the consultation period will run 
until 10 September 2021.

27/07/2021WRW04500Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRW04600377. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Finance if a reply will issue to cor-
respondence (details supplied) in relation to the urgent need for clarity regarding the Covid 
restrictions support scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39957/21]

27/07/2021WRW04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I understand that a reply has issued to 
the correspondence in question. 

The Covid Restrictions Support Scheme (CRSS) is a targeted support for businesses signifi-
cantly impacted by restrictions introduced by the Government under public health regulations 
to combat the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic. The support is available to companies, self-em-
ployed individuals and partnerships who carry on a trade or trading activities, the profits from 
which are chargeable to tax under Case I of Schedule D. The legislative basis for the scheme is 
set out in Finance Act 2020 and detailed operational guidelines, which are based on the terms 
and conditions of the scheme as set out in the legislation, are published on the Revenue website. 

A qualifying business must operate from a business premises located in a region that is sub-
ject to restrictions introduced in line with the Government’s Living with COVID-19 Plan. For 
the purposes of the scheme, a business premises is defined as a building or other similar fixed 
physical structure from which a business activity is ordinarily carried on. 

I am advised by Revenue that the business in question was in receipt of the CRSS from 13 
October 2020 to 4 July 2021. The business should have ceased claiming the CRSS from 17 May 
2021 when Government restrictions on non-essential retail were lifted. Following a review of 
its continued usage of the scheme, I understand that Revenue determined that it no longer meets 
the eligibility criteria and stopped the payments. 

Revenue has engaged directly with the business to explain how the CRSS operates, to clari-
fy why it no longer meets the eligibility criteria for the scheme and to confirm that the overpaid 
amount would be required to be repaid in due course. However, Revenue accepts that repay-
ment of the amount owed as a single payment would cause further financial difficultly for the 
business. Given the circumstances, Revenue will add the amount owed to its warehoused debt 
even though the Debt Warehousing Scheme does not specifically provide for CRSS related li-
abilities. Revenue has also confirmed that it will continue to engage with the business as the 
need arises. 

If the business disagrees with Revenue’s determination that it is not eligible for the scheme, 
it has the right to appeal the decision to the independent Tax Appeals Commission (TAC) within 
30 days of receipt of the determination notice. Information and guidance on how to make an 
appeal to the TAC is available at www.taxappeals.ie.

27/07/2021WRX00200Tax Code
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27/07/2021WRX00300378. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn to 
the negative financial impact that the increase in VRT and VAT in Budget 2021 has had on per-
sons who need to purchase a specially adapted vehicle on disability grounds; if he plans to make 
any changes to VRT or VAT for disabled drivers; if so, if he will implement a refund scheme 
for persons who have borne the cost of the additional VRT and VAT to purchase a new specially 
adapted vehicle with a ramp and hoist; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40017/21]

27/07/2021WRX00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Disabled Drivers & Disabled Pas-
sengers Scheme provides relief from VRT and VAT on the purchase and use of an adapted car, 
as well as an exemption from motor tax and an annual fuel grant. Details of these reliefs and the 
grant in respect of fuel usage are available on the Revenue website. 

The relief from Value Added Tax and Vehicle Registration Tax are generous in nature 
amounting to up to €10,000, €16,000 or €22,000, depending on the level of adaption  required 
for the vehicle.

It should be noted that the new VRT charging table does not necessarily result in increased 
VRT rates. VRT is an emissions-based tax and therefore the amount of VRT incurred will vary 
across different vehicle makes and models. Typically, the new rates structure will result in in-
creases for high emission vehicles, and decreases for lower emission vehicles.

27/07/2021WRX00500Departmental Bodies

27/07/2021WRX00600379. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Finance the agencies and State organisa-
tions under his Department that are receiving State funding that do not have to declare salaries 
of employees under the 2016 code of governance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40035/21]

27/07/2021WRX00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Code of Practice for the Gover-
nance of State Bodies 2016 applies directly to a number of bodies under the aegis of my De-
partment. These are the Credit Union Restructuring Board, the Financial Services and Pensions 
Ombudsman, Home Building Finance Ireland, the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council, the Nation-
al Asset Management Agency, the National Treasury Management Agency and the Strategic 
Banking Corporation of Ireland. 

Of these bodies, it should be noted that the National Asset Management Agency does not 
receive State funding and the Credit Union Restructuring Board is awaiting final dissolution, 
having been operationally wound down on 31st   July 2017. 

In compliance with the Business and Financial Reporting Requirements of the Code of 
Practice, all of the bodies listed above   declare employees’ salaries in their Annual Reports and/
or Financial Statements.

27/07/2021WRX00800Tax Code

27/07/2021WRX00900380. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance if he is considering extending the 
excise relief programme currently available to microbrewers to micro producers of cider, perry, 
intermediate beverages and other fermented beverages in Budget 2022; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40054/21]

27/07/2021WRX01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will be aware it is a long-
standing practice of the Minister for Finance not to comment, in advance of the Budget, on any 
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tax matters that might be the subject of Budget decisions.

27/07/2021WRX01100Fuel Inspections

27/07/2021WRX01200381. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Finance the number of dipping diesel 
fuel tests carried out by State services in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021; the number of positive 
results in each year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40152/21]

27/07/2021WRX01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that a multi-
faceted approach is taken to tackling the misuse of fuel. Revenue’s compliance activities in this 
area include roadside sampling of private and commercial vehicles at checkpoints combined 
with a risk-based, targeted sampling programme based on supply chain reporting obligations 
for suppliers and retailers. These activities leverage the benefits of the joint initiative of Rev-
enue and HMRC in April 2015 of introducing a new marker for use in marked fuels. 

The number of samples of Marked Gas Oil drawn and the consequential detections of mis-
used fuel for the period 2019 to 30 June 2021 are set in the following table:

Year Samples Drawn Misuse Detections 
2019 33,984 867 
2020 7,244 264 
To 30 June 2021 4,851 136 
Revenue conducted a national oil random sampling programme in 2016 to 2019 to assess 

the extent of fuel laundering. The results for all four years of the sampling programmes are 
summarised in the report of the 2019 programme published at: https://www.revenue.ie/en/cor-
porate/documents/research/oil-sampling-programme-2019.pd. 

The results for 2019 provide confirmation of the effectiveness of the various measures in-
troduced by Revenue in recent years to enhance compliance in the fuel trade and among users 
of diesel. The random sampling programme results do not signify the complete elimination of 
the illicit trade in fuel; however, they demonstrate that systematic selling of illicit fuel through 
retail outlets and its use in the transport sector is negligible.

Despite the success in combating the misuse of fuel, I am assured by Revenue that tackling 
such criminality continues to be a priority. Revenue and An Garda Síochána collaborate closely 
in acting against cross-border fuel crime and co-operate with their counterparts in Northern 
Ireland under the framework of the North-South Joint Agency Task Force. This cooperation 
plays a key role in targeting the organised crime groups who operate across jurisdictions and 
are responsible for much of this criminal activity.

27/07/2021WRX01400Credit Unions

27/07/2021WRX01500382. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Finance the steps he is taking to fulfil the 
Programme for Government commitment to review the policy framework within which credit 
unions operate. [40181/21]

27/07/2021WRX01600383. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Finance the steps he is taking to fulfil the 
Programme for Government commitment to enable the credit union movement to grow as a key 
provider of community banking in the country. [40182/21]

27/07/2021WRX01700384. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Finance the steps he is taking to fulfil the 
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Programme for Government commitment to support credit unions in the expansion of services 
to encourage community development. [40183/21]

27/07/2021WRX01800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 382 
to 384, inclusive, together.

There are a number of commitments set out in the Programme for Government in relation 
to the credit union sector that the Government is progressing.

The Review of the Policy Framework is now at an advanced stage. Since September 2020, 
the Department has held extensive engagement with credit union representative bodies to seek 
their feedback. During June and July Minister Fleming, who has responsibility for credit unions, 
has met with ten credit union stakeholders including representative bodies, collaborative ven-
tures, service providers, the Credit Union Advisory Committee and the regulator to gather fur-
ther information to help inform the next steps of the review.

In terms of supporting and enabling the sector to grow and expand, the following are some 
recent developments in relation to lending and investment regulations, SME lending, access to 
finance for retrofit, additional services and investment in Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs). 

Review of Lending and Investment Regulations

The Central Bank has in recent years completed reviews of both the lending and investment 
frameworks to ensure that credit unions operate under a framework that is both tailored and pro-
portionate, to reflect the unique nature of the sector, and to provide flexibility for credit unions 
who have ambitions to grow.  

Following introduction of the new lending regulations on 1 January 2020, credit unions now 
have a combined capacity to provide up to approximately €1.1 billion in additional SME and 
mortgage loans, with further lending capacity available to credit unions who can comply with 
certain conditions or on approval by the Central Bank. As at March 2021, credit unions had a 
combined mortgage and SME loan book of circa €355 million, an increase of 15% year-on-year.  

The revised investment regulations took effect on 1 March 2018. Under these regulations, 
credit unions are permitted to place their surplus funds that have not been lent to members in 
a range of investments including accounts in authorised credit institutions, certain bank and 
corporate bonds, sovereign bonds and investments in Tier 3 Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) 
to provide social housing.   

SME Lending 

Nineteen credit unions, supported by ILCU, CUDA and Metamo, were approved by the 
Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment for participation in the Covid-19 Credit 
Guarantee Scheme. With their local knowledge, credit unions are ideally placed to support the 
recovery and providing loans to local businesses is a key element of the recovery. Further devel-
opment of SME lending in a controlled manner could also assist credit unions in growing and 
diversifying their loan book.  SME lending has grown 3.9% year on year to end March 2021.

Access to Finance for Retrofit 

As you will be aware, the Government significantly increased the funding available to sup-
port retrofit in Budget 2021. My officials have been engaging with the Department of Environ-
ment, Climate and Communication, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, and the 
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland to support increased credit union participation in green 
retrofit loan schemes.  
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Other Services

The Deputy may also wish to note that under the additional services regime set out in the 
2016 regulations credit unions can seek approval from the Central Bank to offer additional ser-
vices such as current accounts and debit cards. 60 credit unions have been approved to provide 
Member Personal Current Account Service (MPCAS).  

A further group of credit unions have recently begun distributing insurance products to their 
members.  

Investment in Approved Housing Bodies

Since 1 May 2018 it has been possible for credit unions to invest in Approved Housing Bod-
ies through a regulated vehicle. I understand that a number projects are being progressed by the 
sector at present, which may lead to investment in AHBs.

  Question No. 383 answered with Question No. 382.

  Question No. 384 answered with Question No. 382.

27/07/2021WRX02100Tax Code

27/07/2021WRX02200385. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Finance if the help to buy scheme will 
continue into 2022 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40282/21]

27/07/2021WRX02300393. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if he will extend the help to 
buy scheme and expand it to include currently uninhabitable properties or properties vacant for 
over two years for first-time buyers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40411/21]

27/07/2021WRX02400407. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Finance if the help to buy scheme 
will continue into 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40771/21]

27/07/2021WRX02500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 385, 
393 and 407 together.

The Help to Buy (HTB) incentive is a scheme to assist first-time purchasers with obtaining 
the deposit they need to buy or build a new house or apartment. The scheme gives a refund on 
Income Tax and Deposit Interest Retention Tax (DIRT) paid in the State over the previous four 
years, subject to limits outlined in the legislation. 

An increase in the supply of new housing is fundamental to resolving the current housing 
crisis. One of the main aims of the policy underpinning the design of HTB was to help encour-
age the building of additional new properties. By restricting the scheme solely to new dwellings 
and new self-builds, it is anticipated that the resulting increase in demand for new build homes 
will encourage the construction of an additional supply of such properties.

For a property to qualify for HTB it must be new, or, converted for use as a home not hav-
ing been previously been used as a home. In the circumstances where the house was previously 
used as a dwelling but knocked down and rebuilt, then it is “new”. First-time buyers may pur-
chase a site containing a house which is derelict and which they plan to demolish, in whole or 
in part, with the intention of building a new house. First time buyers intending to undertake 
such purchases should contact Revenue via MyEnquiries outlining the specific circumstances 
of their case and Revenue will consider them on a case by case basis.
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Revenue advise me that in order for it to make an assessment that the dwelling being built 
on the site is ‘new’, sufficient evidence is required which shows that the previous dwelling was 
demolished and replaced as opposed to being extended/refurbished.  Revenue also require as 
much evidence as possible from the builder, engineer or other professionals working on the 
project, about the condition of the former dwelling which made it uninhabitable or unsound and 
required that it was demolished (and the extent of demolition involved). If there is any other 
information (photos, etc.) that’s relevant in helping Revenue understand that the property meets 
the criteria in the legislation, this should be included.

In relation to second-hand properties more generally, an increase in the supply of new hous-
ing remains a priority aim of Government policy. As mentioned above, the HTB scheme is spe-
cifically designed to encourage an increase in demand for new build homes in order to encour-
age the construction of an additional supply of such properties. A move to include second-hand 
properties within the scope of the relief would not improve the effectiveness of the relief; on 
the contrary, it could serve to dilute the incentive effect of the measure in terms of encouraging 
additional supply.

In the normal course of events, the future of the scheme, beyond its current sunset date of 
31 December 2021, is a matter that would fall to be considered by Government in the context 
of Budget 2022 and the subsequent Finance Bill.

27/07/2021WRX02600Revenue Commissioners

27/07/2021WRX02700386. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Finance if there are specific opera-
tional instructions set out in the Revenue Commissioners’ VRT enforcement manuals that VRT 
enforcement officers are expected to follow when they encounter a resident in the State for the 
first-time in possession of a vehicle legally brought into the State by a qualified person on a 
temporary basis; if so, the specific operational instructions in such cases; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40304/21]

27/07/2021WRX02800387. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Finance if the power of seizure pursu-
ant to section 141 of the Finance Act 2001 as amended may only be lawfully used when the 
Revenue Commissioners VRT enforcement officers have adequate evidence to make a determi-
nation of liability to forfeiture; if the power of detention pursuant to section 140 of the Finance 
Act 2001 as amended must be used instead in cases in which enforcement officers of the Rev-
enue Commissioners VRT reasonably suspect a VRT offence has been committed but require 
further evidence in order to make such a determination; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40305/21]

27/07/2021WRX02900388. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Finance if the Revenue Commission-
ers other than as set out in SI 127(4) of the Finance Act 2001 as amended, have lawful authority 
to not issue condemnation proceedings if they are duly served with a notice of claim; if so, the 
specific section of sub-section of the Finance Act 2001 that grants the Revenue Commissioners 
such lawful authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40306/21]

27/07/2021WRX03000389. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Finance if officers and-or employees 
of the Revenue Commissioners exercising the delegated prosecutorial authority to investigate, 
consider, prepare and-or prosecute summary VRT offences in the name of the Director of Public 
Prosecutions are required to adhere to the DPP code of ethics; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40307/21]

27/07/2021WRX03100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 386 
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to 389, inclusive, together.

Subject to certain conditions, limitations and restrictions, a vehicle which is validly reg-
istered abroad may be granted temporary exemption from the requirement to be registered in 
the State. Details of the conditions, limitations and restrictions can be found in Section 2 of the 
Vehicle Registration Tax Manual.

I understand that the Revenue VRT Enforcement Manual includes a table outlining possible 
scenarios that a Revenue officer may encounter, and the action considered appropriate in each 
of the scenarios.

Included in the table under the heading “Event” is “where a State resident is encountered for 
the first time in possession of a vehicle legally brought into the State by a qualified person who 
has been granted temporary exemption”. “Action” -  “the officer should issue a verbal warning 
to the State resident, and to the qualified person granted temporary exemption where possible, 
that they are in breach of VRT legislation and that any future similar occurrence may result in 
the seizure of the vehicle for a possession offence under s.139(3)(a) FA 1992  ”. The officer in 
required to note the details and record the action taken. 

Also included in the table under the heading “Event” is “where it is established that the 
vehicle is in the State more than 30 days without registration to the satisfaction of the Revenue 
Commissioners”. “Action” -  “the vehicle should be seized for an offence contrary to section 
139(3)(a) Finance Act 1992. The officer seizing the vehicle should follow the steps outlined at 
section 5.7 Detention & Seizure of vehicles. The officer should state the grounds on, and the 
legislation under which the vehicle is being seized, issue a Notice of Seizure and explain the 
procedure for contesting the seizure. A cautioned interview should be conducted.”   Where a ve-
hicle is being seized, the relevant details must be recorded, and a form of inventory completed.

As regards Section 140(3) of the Finance Act 2001, this allows an officer of the Revenue 
Commissioners or a member of the Garda Síochána on reasonable suspicion that a vehicle has 
not been registered in the State, or a vehicle has been converted and a declaration of conversion 
has not been made or vehicle registration tax has not been paid in respect of a vehicle to detain 
the vehicle for such period as is required to carry out such examination, enquiries or investiga-
tions as may be deemed necessary by the officer or member to determine whether such vehicle 
has been registered, such declaration has been made or such vehicle registration tax has been 
paid. When the determination has been made or on the expiry of a period of one month which-
ever is the earlier, the vehicle is either to be seized as liable to forfeiture under Section 141 or 
released.

Section 141 (1) of the Finance Act 2001 as amended provides that ‘any goods or vehicles 
that are liable to forfeiture under the law relating to excise may be seized by an officer’  . 

I am advised that a Revenue officer exercises his or her statutory power to either detain or 
to seize a vehicle depending on the information available to the officer at the time the power 
is exercised. In addition, internal guidance, to which I have already referred, is provided to the 
Revenue officers in the VRT Enforcement Manual. 

As regards condemnation proceedings, Section 128(5) of the Finance Act 2001 provides 
that the Revenue Commissioners may in their discretion stay or compound any condemnation 
proceedings and may restore anything seized which is the subject of such proceedings, and the 
Minister for Finance may order any such restoration. That provision also provides for restora-
tion of the seized goods.

Finally, I am advised that the Revenue Commissioners have published their Code of Ethics 
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which applies to all of its officers and employees and this is available on the Revenue website: 
www.revenue.ie. The Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions’ Code of Ethics is publicly 
available. I understand that the main aim of that Code ‘is to promote and enhance those stan-
dards and principles recognised as necessary for the proper and independent prosecution of 
offences’  . It is further stated that it is intended to supplement rather than to replace applicable 
codes governing the conduct of lawyers, civil and public servants. The DPP’s Code of Ethics 
therefore supplements the Revenue Code of Ethics in applicable circumstances. 

  Question No. 387 answered with Question No. 386.

  Question No. 388 answered with Question No. 386.

  Question No. 389 answered with Question No. 386.

27/07/2021WRX03500Revenue Commissioners

27/07/2021WRX03600390. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost in 2022 of 
providing five additional drug detector dogs for the Revenue Commissioners. [40323/21]

27/07/2021WRX03700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the initial 
cost of each additional detection dog team is approximately €100,000 (€500,000 for 5 teams). 

This includes the cost of a trained detection dog, salary of the handler, 8 weeks training for 
the handler with the dog, a fully fitted out dog transport van, a kennel and associated security at 
the handler’s home. The ongoing annual cost would be in the region of €40,000 per dog team 
(€200,000 for 5 teams), which includes salary, allowances, uniform, food, vet bills and other 
related costs  .

Revenue has also confirmed that it keeps the recruitment of detection dog teams under con-
tinuous review and is satisfied that the current deployment is sufficient for operational needs. 

27/07/2021WRX03800Tax Reliefs

27/07/2021WRX03900391. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Finance his views on the ex-
tension of consanguinity relief for children of same sex couples and their recognition by his 
Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40335/21]

27/07/2021WRX04000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Consanguinity relief is the relief that 
applies in relation to transfers of farmland between certain blood relatives whereby the appli-
cable rate of stamp duty is reduced from 7.5% to1%. The details and conditions of the relief are 
set out in Schedule 1(5) of the Stamp Duties Consolidation Act 1999. The relief was extended 
in Budget 2021 until the end of 2023 .  The relevant relationships for this relief include:

- Lineal descendent (child, step-child, grandchild etc.)

- Parent, step-parent and grandparent

- Husband, wife and civil partners

- Brother, sister, step-brother and step-sister

- Aunt and uncle
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- Nephew and niece

It is not available on leases or on transactions involving cousins and/or in-laws, and only 
applies to agricultural land including farm buildings, but not farm-houses. 

I have  been advised by Revenue that this relief does not discriminate and applies to children 
of same sex couples as well as children of non-same sex couples.

27/07/2021WRX04100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRX04200392. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Finance if it is necessary for employ-
ers to resubmit their eligibility for the employment wage subsidy scheme monthly given the 
demand on businesses and accountants and the additional pressure this would exert on them; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40352/21]

27/07/2021WRX04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Section 28B of the Emergency Mea-
sures in the Public Interest (Covid-19) Act 2020 provides for the introduction of the Employ-
ment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS) from September 2020.  The EWSS is an economy-wide 
enterprise support for eligible businesses in respect of eligible employees. The Finance (Co-
vid-19 and Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2021, which was signed into law on 19 July 2021, 
provides for the extension of the subsidy scheme to 31 December 2021.

As well as extending the duration of the EWSS, the recently enacted legislation also pro-
vides for a significant change in the assessment period used to determine eligibility for the pay-
ment of supports to employers in respect of pay dates between 1 July and 31 December 2021. 
For most businesses, eligibility will now be determined by comparing the turnover or level of 
customer orders of the business for the full calendar year 2021 with the turnover or level of 
customer orders for the full year 2019.  Employers must be able to demonstrate a 30% reduction 
in turnover (or orders) in 2021 compared to 2019. 

With many businesses remaining closed or limited in their capacity to trade due to the public 
health restrictions in place, upon the resumption of normal trading, such businesses can poten-
tially generate turnover or customer orders of up to 70% of their full turnover/customer orders 
for 2019 during the remainder of 2021 and may still remain eligible to claim support under the 
scheme. 

It has been a key requirement of the EWSS since its introduction that employers undertake 
a review on the last day of every month to ensure they continue to meet the scheme’s eligi-
bility criteria. If it is manifest to the employer that it no longer meets the eligibility test for 
qualification for the scheme, then the employer must immediately cease claiming wage subsidy 
payments.  With the further extension of the EWSS, it continues to be very important that em-
ployers review their ongoing eligibility for the scheme, and this is especially so as elements of 
normal trading activities resume for certain businesses.    

To assist employers in conducting this monthly review of their continuing eligibility for the 
scheme, Revenue has developed an EWSS Eligibility Review Form   which is available via its 
online service, ROS.

The Eligibility Review Form   is completed by entering data, that should be readily available 
to employers from their financial records, into a series of fields on an online screen.  Once these 
fields have been updated by the employer for the first monthly review, they are automatically 
pre-filled each month thereafter and only minimal data entry is required from then on.  
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Completing and submitting an EWSS Eligibility Review Form to Revenue will be neces-
sary to continue to avail of EWSS supports, with details of an employer’s monthly eligibility 
review check to be submitted by 30 July 2021 in respect of the review for the month of June 
2021 and by the 15th   of the following month in respect of each month in the July to November 
2021 period.

The development of the EWSS Eligibility Review Form   is a very welcome initiative from 
Revenue and should greatly assist employers and their agents in monitoring their own/their 
clients’ ongoing entitlement to subsidy payments from the EWSS.  Timely submission of the 
form provides assurance to both employers and Revenue that subsequent EWSS claims are ap-
propriate and in line with the terms of the scheme.

As the Deputy is aware, the EWSS has been a key component of the Government’s response 
to the Covid-19 crisis to support viable firms and encourage employment in the midst of these 
very challenging times. The EWSS continues to be a major support for businesses as to date, 
payments of over €4.04 billion and PRSI credit of over €652 million have been granted to 
50,700 employers in respect of almost 622,000 employees. 

The requirement for employers to review their eligibility for the scheme has been a fea-
ture of the scheme since its introduction last September.  Given the scale of resources being 
disbursed from Exchequer funds under the EWSS, I consider that the eligibility review is the 
minimum level of due diligence required of employers and Revenue has sought to make the 
process as user-friendly as possible.  As the economy opens up, greater variability in trading 
conditions will be a feature of trading from now on. In this context the EWSS Eligibility Review 
Form   provides employers and Revenue with a very practical means to ensure eligibility for the 
scheme and it will reduce the possibility of employers, inadvertently or incorrectly, claiming 
EWSS amounts to which they are not entitled and having to subsequently repay those amounts 
to Revenue. 

  Question No. 393 answered with Question No. 385.

27/07/2021WRX04500Tax Code

27/07/2021WRX04600394. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if he will extend the time pe-
riod for which the 9% VAT rate will apply to the relevant sectors until the end of 2023 in light 
of the ongoing and protracted nature of the Covid-19 crisis; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40434/21]

27/07/2021WRX04700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Budget 2021 provided for a reduction 
in the rate of VAT from 13.5% to 9% for Hospitality and Tourism related services and goods. 
This was a temporary measure to provide support for 14 months from 1 November 2020 to the 
end 2021. The measure is being extended to 31 August 2022 in recognition of the continuing 
challenges facing the Hospitality and Tourism sector.

While temporary, this measure will still provide support for a further 8 months to 31 August 
2022, the end of the 2022 summer season, allowing for a longer period of recovery for the sec-
tor. It exists alongside other measures and will directly support businesses and jobs. 

Given the scarcity of resources available to the government when looking at potential sup-
port measures, and in the context of future uncertainty, this remains a temporary measure. My 
Department and Revenue will continue to monitor the impact and need of this reduction on an 
on-going basis along with the other support measures put in place.
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27/07/2021WRY00200Tax Code

27/07/2021WRY00300395. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if he will reconsider this Dep-
uty’s previous proposal to eliminate capital gains tax for a two year window for sellers selling 
homes, sites or derelicts and currently uninhabitable properties to first-time buyers as a measure 
to bring more properties on to the market and give the first-time buyer a more competitive edge 
in that market versus investors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40435/21]

27/07/2021WRY00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As previously indicated to the Deputy, 
there are a number of existing reliefs that are available to property owners selling their home, 
and to first-time buyers such as the Help to Buy scheme and certain reliefs under the Capital Tax 
area which I outlined in my previous response.

I am very conscious of the need to bring more properties onto the market and to give first 
time buyers a more competitive edge in the market versus investors. In this regard, the forth-
coming Housing for All Strategy will bring forward a number of proposals to help address the 
broader housing needs of our society. It should be noted however that, as of now, I have no 
plans to make any changes to the CGT rate in the way suggested by the Deputy. However, that 
said, all taxes and potential taxation options are of course constantly kept under review.

Finally, I wish to reiterate the importance I place on improving the position for first time 
buyers by pointing out that the rationale for the introduction of the recent 10% stamp duty 
charge on the multiple purchase of houses is to disincentivise such purchases by institutional 
investors with a view to levelling the playing field for first time buyers and others interested in 
buying a home to live in. 

27/07/2021WRY00500International Agreements

27/07/2021WRY00600396. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance the number of inquiries the Revenue 
Commissioners or his Department have received from companies or the Government of Malta 
regarding whether a new company should be deemed Irish resident or Maltese resident under 
the terms of the Competent Authority Agreement signed between Malta and Ireland in Novem-
ber 2018; the number of these cases the Revenue Commissioners determined that a company 
should be deemed Irish resident or Maltese resident; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40465/21]

27/07/2021WRY00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Competent Authority Agreement 
(CAA) under the Ireland-Malta Double Taxation Convention 2008 records that the Irish and 
Maltese competent authorities for the purpose of that Convention have agreed that, in relation 
to the tax avoidance structure outlined in the CAA, the Double Taxation Convention’s deeming 
of a company – incorporated in Ireland but managed in Malta – to be resident in Malta only, 
does not serve the purposes of the Double Taxation Convention and is not “for those purposes”.

The effect of the CAA is that section 23A(2) of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, which 
can result in a company incorporated in Ireland being regarded as not tax-resident in Ireland, 
will not apply to an Irish-incorporated but Malta-managed company in the circumstances out-
lined in the CAA. Accordingly, under section 23A of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, such 
an Irish-incorporated company will be resident in Ireland and the relevant payments to it will 
come within the charge to Irish corporation tax.

Revenue has set out clearly the effect of the CAA and neither my Department nor Revenue 
has received any enquiries in relation to it. 
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27/07/2021WRY00800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRY00900397. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Finance if a person (details supplied) can 
receive a backdated payment for the Covid-19 restrictions support scheme from the original date 
of their entitlement to the payment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40489/21]

27/07/2021WRY01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Covid Restrictions Support Scheme 
(CRSS) is a targeted support for businesses significantly impacted by restrictions introduced 
by the Government under public health regulations to combat the effects of the Covid-19 pan-
demic. The support is available to companies, self-employed individuals and partnerships who 
carry on a trade or trading activities, the profits from which are chargeable to tax under Case I 
of Schedule D.  

A qualifying business must operate from a business premises located in a region that is sub-
ject to restrictions introduced in line with the Government’s Living with COVID-19 Plan.  For 
the purposes of the scheme, a business premises is defined as a building or other similar fixed 
physical structure from which a business activity is ordinarily carried on.   

Revenue has advised me that, to date, no application for the CRSS has been received from 
the business in question. If the business considers that it meets the overall eligibility criteria for 
the scheme, it should make an application to Revenue, which can then be considered. Once an 
application is received and approved, the business will receive weekly payments until it is no 
longer significantly impacted by public health restrictions. 

The legislation requires that a claim must be made no later than eight weeks from the date 
on which the ‘claim period’ commences. For example, if the business in question made a CRSS 
claim in respect of the week beginning Monday 26 July 2021, then it would be entitled to pay-
ments from 31 May 2021. There is no legislative provision to provide payments for periods 
earlier than 31 May (i.e. eight weeks).

Revenue has provided extensive guidance on the CRSS which is available on the Revenue 
website, which may be of assistance to the business in determining whether it meets the eligibil-
ity criteria for the scheme. 

27/07/2021WRY01100Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRY01200398. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Finance the funding that has been al-
located by his Department for projects and initiatives in County Tipperary over the past 12 
months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40495/21]

27/07/2021WRY01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I can inform the Deputy that the De-
partment of Finance has no record of any funding being allocated to projects or initiatives in 
County Tipperary in the past 12 months.

I wish to note that my response refers only to Department of Finance records and I cannot 
comment on behalf of other Government Departments. 

27/07/2021WRY01400Illicit Trade

27/07/2021WRY01500399. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance if the authorities have ob-
served the presence of illegal tobacco manufacturing facilities on this island; if so, the measures 
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in place to tackle such criminality and to protect State revenues and public health; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40517/21]

27/07/2021WRY01600400. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance if the significant increase in 
the amount of illicit roll-your-own tobacco seized at Irish airports in 2020 indicates a greater 
focus by criminal gangs on this category of tobacco in particular; if so, the measures that will be 
implemented to tackle this criminality; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40518/21]

27/07/2021WRY01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 399 
and 400 together.

I am advised that Revenue uses a range of measures to identify and target the smuggling, 
supply or sale of illicit tobacco products, with a view to disrupting the supply chain, seizing the 
products and where possible, prosecuting those involved. Revenue’s strategy involves develop-
ing and sharing intelligence on a national, EU and international basis, the use of analytics and 
detection technologies and ensuring the optimum deployment of resources on a risk-focused 
basis. 

I am aware that Revenue monitors trends in the illicit tobacco trade on an ongoing basis and 
adjusts its actions and redeploys its resources to counter any new developments or methodolo-
gies employed by the criminal gangs involved in that trade. The smuggling of tobacco products 
has a transnational and cross border dimension and in addition to Revenue’s ongoing coopera-
tion with An Garda Síochána in this area, I am advised that Revenue also works closely with its 
counterparts in other jurisdictions including colleagues in Northern Ireland through the Cross 
Border Joint Agency Task Force (JATF), and international bodies including OLAF (the EU’s 
anti-fraud agency), Europol and the World Customs Organisation.

I am advised by Revenue that it is conducting ongoing joint investigations with HMRC 
targeting the illicit production of tobacco products. Since March 2018, four illicit cigarette 
manufacturing facilities have been discovered and dismantled on the island of Ireland as result 
of cross border investigations by the Cross-Border Joint Agency Task Force (JATF). These 
successful outcomes include the discovery of an illicit cigarette manufacturing facility in Co. 
Armagh in July this year as a result of a joint investigation by Revenue and HMRC. 

Revenue seized more than 7,000 tonnes of illicit tobacco in 2020 and a further 7,000 tonnes 
of illicit tobacco in the first six months of 2021. The majority of these seizures occurred at Dub-
lin Port. I am advised that the increase in detection and seizure of illicit tobacco is as a result 
of continued cooperation and intelligence sharing with other national and international law en-
forcement agencies and Revenue’s advanced profiling methods and strategic use of appropriate 
detection technology. 

I commend Revenue and all the relevant State agencies for their work in this important area 
and I am satisfied that there is an appropriate focus on tackling this form of criminality.

  Question No. 400 answered with Question No. 399.

  Question No. 401 answered with Question No. 295.

  Question No. 402 answered with Question No. 295.

27/07/2021WRY02100Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRY02200403. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Finance the last occasion on which a 
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Department-wide review of all funding within his Department took place; the frequency of such 
reviews; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40635/21]

27/07/2021WRY02300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I can inform the Deputy that the Annual 
Estimate for the Supply Services for each Department sets out the cost of each Departmental 
function – for which the Dáil is asked to appropriate money by way of a separate Vote – and 
outlines the set of outputs to be delivered within those functions. 

The Budget Estimate Volume (October) sets out a formal description of the services to be 
financed from the Vote and the detailed allocations of all the expenditure on programmes and 
services within the ambit.

The Revised Estimates Volume (December) gives more detail on each Strategic Programme 
in gross expenditure terms for each subhead within the programme along with Key Outputs and 
Public Service Activities.

All spending proposals for Government must be submitted to DPER for appraisal in light of 
overall fiscal and economic policy and in light of availability of resources. Formal sanction by 
the Minister for PER in respect of voted expenditure is an essential element in the management 
and control of public expenditure

At the end of each financial year, my Department is required – under Section 22 of the Ex-
chequer and Audit Departments Act, 1866, (as amended by the C&AG Amendment Act, 1993) 
– to prepare an Appropriation Account, in respect of each Supply Grant for submission to the 
C&AG before the 1st April of the following year.

The statutory requirement is for the Appropriation Account to provide details of the out-
turn for the year against the amount provided by Dáil Éireann based on the cash amounts of 
payments and receipts. The 2020 Appropriation Account for the Department of Finance was 
submitted to the C&AG on the 30th of March 2021.

27/07/2021WRY02400Tax Code

27/07/2021WRY02500404. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Finance if he will provide an update 
on the public consultation process on corporation tax; if he has received submissions from 
County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40679/21]

27/07/2021WRY02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): You may be aware that on 1 July 2021, 
the OECD Inclusive Framework reached agreement, but not consensus, on key aspects of the 
two-pillar solution to address tax challenges arising from digitalisation and globalisation. Pillar 
One proposes a re-allocation of a proportion of tax to the market jurisdiction, while Pillar Two 
seeks to apply a global minimum effective tax rate.

Ireland is supportive of the Pillar One proposals to re-allocate a proportion of taxing rights 
to market countries, recognising that the international tax framework must evolve to accom-
modate changes in how business operates in today’s digitalised economy. There will be a cost 
to Ireland for this in terms of reduced corporation tax receipts but, overall, Pillar One will 
bring stability and certainty to the international tax framework and will help underpin economic 
growth from which all can benefit.

I have been very clear that Ireland is broadly supportive of the agreement but I signalled a 
reservation in the respect to a commitment to a rate of ‘at least 15%’ for a global minimum ef-
fective tax rate. As a result of this reservation, Ireland was not in a position to join the OECD 
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Statement. 

I have consistently said that Ireland wants to be part of the agreement at OECD. However, 
any agreement must bring certainty and stability.

Given the economic significance of the OECD proposals to Ireland, it is important that there 
is a dialogue within our political system, with stakeholders and with citizens in respect to these 
proposals. In that regard, I launched a Public Consultation on the proposed OECD agreement 
on 20 July. 

Interested parties are invited to respond to this consultation on Ireland’s approach to the 
international tax proposals being discussed at the OECD/G20 BEPS Inclusive Framework and, 
specifically, in relation to how our approach and those proposals can continue to support eco-
nomic growth and prosperity.

The consultation period runs until 10 September 2021, and details of how to engage are 
available on the Department of Finance website.  

Given that the consultation does not conclude until 10 September, it is premature to provide 
an analysis of the submissions received. 

27/07/2021WRY02700Tax Code

27/07/2021WRY02800405. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Finance the reason performers of 
live music at functions, dances and in venues including pubs are subject to the standard VAT 
rate of 23% for their hiring service or admission charges while performers of live music in 
theatres and other venues with or without food or drink are subject to a much lower VAT rate 
of 9% or no VAT; and if he will consider lowering the rate for those workers and businesses 
who provide the service of live music currently charged 23% to assist in the recovery of the 
music and entertainment sector following the devastating effects of the Covid-19 pandemic and 
restrictions. [40720/21]

27/07/2021WRY02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The VAT rating of goods and services is 
subject to EU VAT legislation with which Irish VAT law must comply. In general, the EU VAT 
Directive provides that all goods and services are liable to VAT at the standard rate, currently 
23% in Ireland, unless they fall within categories of goods and services specified in Annex III 
of the VAT Directive, in respect of which Member States may apply a lower rate from VAT.  
Ireland, in line with the VAT Directive, also maintains several standstill provisions and deroga-
tions that allows it to maintain reduced rates to certain supplies for historical reasons.  It is on 
this basis that Ireland had provided for an exemption or a reduced rate of VAT of 9% to apply to 
the promotion of and admissions to live theatrical or musical performances (excluding dances) 
depending on whether food or drink is available for consumption.  

It is not possible under the VAT Directive to allow a reduced rate of VAT to be applied to the 
fee charged by a performer; this can only be applied to the promotion and admission charges.  
This means that where a band or entertainer is hired for a function such as a wedding, the hiring 
service is subject to the standard rate of VAT, currently 23%.

27/07/2021WRY03000Economic Growth

27/07/2021WRY03100406. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Finance if his Department is engaging 
with EU financial institutions regarding the potential use of GNI* in view of the loss of recov-
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ery and resilience funding due to the use of gross domestic product as a measure of economic 
growth; if his Department is examining other potential measures of economic growth which 
better reflect social and economic well-being across society; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40759/21]

27/07/2021WRY03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The standard international measure of 
economic activity is Gross Domestic Product (hereafter ‘GDP’), which measures the total value 
of goods and services produced in an economy during a particular period. 

When the European Council reached agreement on the Multi-annual Financial Framework 
2021-2027 and Next Generation EU Recovery Instrument, last July, the Government supported 
the use of the allocation key for the Recovery and Resilience Facility, including GDP-related el-
ements, as the best possible outcome within the broader political agreement.  GDP is frequently 
used as a reference point for EU budget expenditure policy.

The Department of Finance frequently highlights the shortcomings of GDP as a measure 
of living standards and of the debt-to-GDP ratio as a measure of the debt burden. Now that the 
modified GNI measure is available, the Department also supplements the Government’s Eu-
ropean budgetary requirements (when submitting the Stability Programme Update and Draft 
Budgetary Plan) with estimates and projections of modified GNI and debt-to-modified GNI.  
However, it should be kept in mind that this metric is designed specifically for the Irish econo-
my and is not based on internationally-agreed methodologies.

Furthermore, officials in my department regularly analyse potential measures of economic 
growth that better reflect social and economic well-being across Irish society. These include 
standard measures such as GDP, but also alternative statistics developed to more accurately 
reflect the domestic economic situation, such as GNI* and modified domestic demand. More 
specific indicators which nonetheless relate to the economy as a whole are also closely moni-
tored, for example employment, private consumption, and investment.

My Department is also a joint sponsor of the cross-government initiative called The First 
Report on a Well-being Framework for Ireland. This Report, published on 6 July this year, aims 
to advance the holistic measurement of well-being in Ireland.  Over time, this framework is in-
tended to provide a more well-rounded view of our society’s well-being, reflecting both social 
and economic well-being. The Report details the first phase of this ongoing work can be found 
on the gov.ie website.

  Question No. 407 answered with Question No. 385.

27/07/2021WRY03400Tax Code

27/07/2021WRY03500408. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Finance if Ireland plans to join with 130 
other jurisdictions with the OECD plans to implement a 15% global corporation tax rate; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40807/21]

27/07/2021WRY03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will be aware that on 1 July 
2021, the OECD Inclusive Framework reached agreement, but not consensus, on key aspects 
of the two-pillar solution to address tax challenges arising from digitalisation and globalisation. 
Pillar One proposes a re-allocation of a proportion of tax to the market jurisdiction, while Pillar 
Two seeks to apply a global minimum effective tax rate.

Ireland is supportive of the Pillar One proposals to re-allocate a proportion of taxing rights 
to market countries, recognising that the international tax framework must evolve to accom-
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modate changes in how business operates in today’s digitalised economy. There will be a cost 
to Ireland for this in terms of reduced corporation tax receipts but, overall, Pillar One will 
bring stability and certainty to the international tax framework and will help underpin economic 
growth from which all can benefit.

I have has been clear that Ireland is broadly supportive of the agreement but I signalled a 
reservation in the respect to a commitment to a rate of ‘at least 15%’ for a global minimum ef-
fective tax rate. As a result of this reservation, Ireland was not in a position to join the OECD 
Statement. 

I have consistently said that Ireland wants to be part of the agreement at OECD. However, 
any agreement must bring certainty and stability.

Given the economic significance of the OECD proposals to Ireland, it is important that there 
is a dialogue within our political system, with stakeholders and with citizens in respect to these 
proposals. In that regard, I launched a Public Consultation on the proposed OECD agreement 
on 20 July. 

Interested parties are invited to respond to this consultation on Ireland’s approach to the 
international tax proposals being discussed at the OECD/G20 BEPS Inclusive Framework and, 
specifically, in relation to how our approach and those proposals can continue to support eco-
nomic growth and prosperity.

The consultation period runs until 10 September 2021 and details of how to engage are 
available on the Department of Finance website. 

I remain committed to the OECD process and aim to find an outcome that Ireland can yet 
support. Ireland will continue to play our part in reaching a comprehensive, sustainable and 
equitable agreement.

27/07/2021WRY03700Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRY03800409. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Finance the number of businesses 
that have availed of the Covid restrictions support scheme to date by county; the value of the 
financial support by county in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40885/21]

27/07/2021WRY03900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Revenue publishes weekly statistical 
updates on the main COVID-19 support schemes, including the Covid Restriction Support 
Scheme (CRSS). These statistics are available at link: www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/informa-
tion-about-revenue/statistics/number-of-taxpayers-and-returns/covid-19-support-schemes-sta-
tistics.aspx.  

The latest update to the statistics, dated 22 July 2021, shows in ‘CRSS Table 3’, the numbers 
of supported business premises and the amounts of support paid out per county to date. 

27/07/2021WRY04000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRY04100410. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Finance if any continuity of the 
Covid-19 supports have been considered for specific businesses into the future; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40977/21]
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27/07/2021WRY04200413. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Finance if he is reconsidering any 
circumstances which would allow for travel agents to be able to avail of the Covid-19 restric-
tions support scheme payment into the future given that they will not receive income from the 
vast majority bookings until end of quarter 1 in 2022; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40980/21]

27/07/2021WRY04300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 410 
and 413 together.

The Covid Restrictions Support Scheme (CRSS) is a targeted support for businesses sig-
nificantly impacted by restrictions introduced by the Government under public health regula-
tions to combat the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic. The support is available to companies, 
self-employed individuals and partnerships who carry on a trade or trading activities, the profits 
from which are chargeable to tax under Case I of Schedule D, from a business premises located 
in a region subject to restrictions introduced in line with the Living with Covid-19 Plan. 

Details of CRSS were published in Finance Act 2020 and detailed operational guidelines, 
which are based on the terms and conditions of the scheme as set out in the legislation, have 
been published on the Revenue website.

The CRSS applies to businesses carrying on trading activities from a business premises lo-
cated in a region subject to restrictions, which requires the business to prohibit or considerably 
restrict customers from accessing their business premises and as a result, is operating at less 
than 25% of turnover in 2019.

It is not sufficient that the trade of a business has been impacted because of a reduction in 
customer demand as a consequence of Covid-19.  The scheme only applies where, as a direct 
result of the specific terms of the Government restrictions, the business is required to either 
prohibit or significantly restrict access to its business premises.  This means that in the case of 
a travel agent that operates from a business premises, they may qualify for support under the 
scheme provided they meet all the eligibility criteria, including the requirement that customers 
are either prohibited, or significantly restricted, from accessing their business premises under 
the public health regulations.

As non-essential retail, including travel agent businesses, were permitted to open from 17 
May 2021, they are no longer subject to Covid restrictions which would require them to pro-
hibit or significantly restrict customers from accessing their business premises.  Therefore, from 
that date, they ceased to qualify for support under the CRSS. However, subject to meeting the 
relevant criteria, a business such as a travel agent business, reopening after a period of restric-
tions, may claim a “restart week payment” under the CRSS scheme to assist it with the costs of 
reopening. 

For businesses reopening between 29 April 2021 and 1 June 2021, an “enhanced restart 
week payment” may be claimed, which is computed at double the normal weekly CRSS rate, 
for two weeks, subject to a maximum weekly amount payable of €5,000.

On 1 June, I announced that an additional business support scheme, the Business Resump-
tion Support Scheme (BRSS), would be available for businesses whose turnover in the period 
from 1 September 2020 to 31 August 2021 is reduced by 75% compared with their 2019 turn-
over.  To qualify under the scheme, a business must carry on a trade or trading activities, the 
profits from which are chargeable to tax under Case I of Schedule D.  The BRSS will come into 
operation from early September.  Under the scheme, a qualifying business will be able to claim 
a cash payment calculated as three times the sum of 10% of their average weekly turnover up to 
€20,000 and 5% on any excess of average weekly turnover above €20,000, subject to a maxi-
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mum payment under the scheme of €15,000.

Companies and self-employed individuals may be entitled to support under other measures 
put in place by Government, including the COVID Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) 
and the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS). Businesses may also be eligible to ware-
house VAT and PAYE (Employer) debts and also excess payments received by employers under 
the Temporary Wage Subsidy Scheme, and the balance of Income Tax for 2019 and Preliminary 
Tax for 2020 for self-assessed taxpayers if applicable.

The Deputy will be aware that the CRSS will be continued to the end of 2021 for those busi-
nesses that are still directly affected by public health restrictions that may remain in place and 
that the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme has also been extended to the end of 2021. 

The Government will continue to assess the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic on the econ-
omy and I will continue to work with my Ministerial colleagues to ensure that appropriate sup-
ports are in place to mitigate these effects.

27/07/2021WRY04400Tax Code

27/07/2021WRY04500411. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Finance his engagements regarding 
the EU digital tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40978/21]

27/07/2021WRY04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I assume that the Deputy is referring to 
the Digital Levy.  

In 2020, the European Council invited the European Commission to bring forward a pro-
posal for a digital levy in 2021 in the context of Own Resources to assist in the funding of the 
EU budget.  It is my understanding that it was the intention of the European Commission to 
bring forward such a proposal this month. However on 12 July, the Commission announced that 
it was putting the work on the digital levy on hold in the context of the ongoing discussions at 
the OECD on addressing the tax challenges of digitalisation and globalisation. 

Ireland will consider the merits of any such proposal when a proposal is made. However, it 
is important for the EU that any proposal avoids raising trade tensions and does not undermine 
the ongoing OECD discussions.   

27/07/2021WRZ00200Tax Code

27/07/2021WRZ00300412. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Finance the Government’s plans 
in relation to proposed changes to the international corporation taxation rules regarding the 
warehousing of profits; the projected costs and changes these will entail; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40979/21]

27/07/2021WRZ00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): My understanding is that the Deputy’s 
question relates to changes to the international tax framework proposed recently at OECD.

In this context, you may be aware that on 1 July 2021, the OECD Inclusive Framework 
reached agreement, but not consensus, on key aspects of the two-pillar solution to address tax 
challenges arising from digitalisation and globalisation. Pillar One proposes a re-allocation of a 
proportion of tax to the market jurisdiction, while Pillar Two seeks to apply a global minimum 
effective tax rate.
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Ireland is supportive of the Pillar One proposals to re-allocate a proportion of taxing rights 
to market countries, recognising that the international tax framework must evolve to accom-
modate changes in how business operates in today’s digitalised economy. There will be a cost 
to Ireland for this in terms of reduced corporation tax receipts but, overall, Pillar One will 
bring stability and certainty to the international tax framework and will help underpin economic 
growth from which all can benefit.

I have been very clear that Ireland is broadly supportive of the agreement but I signalled a 
reservation in the respect to a commitment to a rate of ‘at least 15%’ for a global minimum ef-
fective tax rate. As a result of this reservation, Ireland was not in a position to join the OECD 
Statement. 

I have consistently said that Ireland wants to be part of the agreement at OECD. However, 
any agreement must bring certainty and stability.

Given the economic significance of the OECD proposals to Ireland, it is important that there 
is a dialogue within our political system, with stakeholders and with citizens in respect to these 
proposals. In that regard, I launched a Public Consultation on the proposed OECD agreement 
on 20 July. 

Interested parties are invited to respond to this consultation on Ireland’s approach to the 
international tax proposals being discussed at the OECD/G20 BEPS Inclusive Framework and, 
specifically, in relation to how our approach and those proposals can continue to support eco-
nomic growth and prosperity.

The consultation period runs until 10 September 2021 and details of how to engage are 
available on the Department of Finance website.

While there is broad high level agreement on key components of a two-pillar solution, there 
remain a number of critical aspects of both pillars which have yet to be settled. Department of 
Finance officials previously estimated that the cost to the Exchequer of the OECD reforms may 
be up to EUR 2 billion annually which is proximately one fifth of corporate tax revenues. This is 
the estimate included in the Stability Programme Update published by the Department in April 
to apply from 2025.

However, It is very difficult at this point to provide an update to this estimate given the com-
plexities and many open issues which are still to be resolved at the OECD in the months ahead.  

Nevertheless, I remain committed to the OECD process and aims to find an outcome that 
Ireland can yet support. Ireland will continue to play our part in reaching a comprehensive, 
sustainable and equitable agreement.

  Question No. 413 answered with Question No. 410.

27/07/2021WRZ00600Brexit Issues

27/07/2021WRZ00700414. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been drawn to 
the issue regarding touring Irish music artists in which they will be restricted from touring as a 
result of Brexit (details supplied). [40983/21]

27/07/2021WRZ00800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The ATA Carnet is an internationally 
recognised document that you can use to temporarily import or export certain goods into or out 
of the EU. The carnet is issued in the country from where the goods are exported. You must 
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present the ATA carnet with the goods to customs at the point of exportation and importation.  
The ATA Carnet is completed and stamped each time the goods leave/re-enter the EU.

No import duties or taxes are collected for the temporary importation of goods covered by 
the system since internationally valid security has been established by the national associations 
issuing the ATA carnets. If you use an ATA carnet you will not have to complete electronic 
customs declarations normally required at import/export. The Carnet covers both the EU and 
Non-EU requirements.

Dublin Chamber of Commerce is the national guaranteeing association for ATA Carnets 
for Ireland.  There are two payments required for a Carnet to issue – (i) the issuing fee and (ii) 
the security deposit.  Details of issuing fees are on the Dublin Chamber of Commerce website.   
The security deposit is refundable once the Carnet is returned to the Chamber properly stamped.  
The amount of the security deposit depends on the type of goods being carried and the country/
countries they are going to.  Further information is available from the Dublin Chamber of Com-
merce.

An alternative approach whereby an electronic customs export declaration can be lodged 
on the Customs Automated Entry Processing (AEP) system when the musical equipment is 
temporarily travelling from IE to a Non-EU country. Procedure Code 23 for temporary export 
is included on the declaration. No financial deposit/guarantee is required. When the musical 
equipment is being re-imported into IE from outside the EU an electronic re-import declaration 
should be submitted on the Customs Automated Import System (AIS) system using procedure 
code 6123 (re-import after temporary export) and a claim for returned goods relief can be made 
at re-import if

- the musical equipment returns in the same condition as it was exported

- the musical equipment is re-imported within 3 years of the date of export

- the original export declaration should be available as proof that the musical equipment was 
originally exported from IE

- VAT relief can only apply if the musical equipment is re-imported by the same person that 
originally exported it

The returned goods relief is claimed on a standard import declaration meaning full import 
formalities including risk analysis, examination, presentation of licenses etc. will apply.

Further information on the criteria to qualify to claim ‘Returned Goods Relief’ is available 
on the Revenue Website.

27/07/2021WRZ00900Insurance Industry

27/07/2021WRZ01000415. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Finance if he will identify a potential so-
lution to the difficulties in securing public liability insurance for a company (details supplied) 
which may be reflective of a wider issue affecting small tourism providers since Brexit; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [41064/21]

27/07/2021WRZ01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I note that the details supplied by the 
Deputy refers to insurance for a specific organisation. While I recognise the concerns felt by 
many businesses across various sectors around the cost and availability of insurance cover, I 
am sure the Deputy will appreciate that neither I, nor the Central Bank of Ireland, can interfere 
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in the provision or pricing of insurance products, nor do we have the power to direct insurance 
companies to provide cover to specific individuals or businesses.  This position is reinforced by 
the EU Solvency II Directive insurance framework. 

However, this Government is committed to improving the cost and availability of insurance 
for all consumers, businesses and community groups. In this regard, the Action Plan for Insur-
ance Reform sets out 66 actions across a number of policy areas. As the Deputy may be aware, 
the Government recently published the first Action Plan Implementation Report, which shows 
that work is progressing well to implement these important reforms, with 34 of the 66 actions 
now completed. 

Among these key achievements has been the implementation of new Personal Injuries 
Guidelines, which have significantly lowered award levels for many categories of common 
injuries. In recent meetings, the main insurance firms in the Irish market have indicated to me 
that they will begin to reduce premiums in response to this development. Minister Fleming will 
meet with CEOs of the major insurance providers again later this year to review their ongoing 
response to this and other key reforms.

Another key achievement of the reform agenda is the new Office to Promote Competition 
in the Insurance Market. Since its establishment, the Office has held meetings with wide range 
of stakeholders including insurance companies, representative bodies, civil society groups and 
state regulators on the issues surrounding competition. Minister Fleming will report on a regu-
lar basis to the Cabinet Sub-Group on its progress.

The Department is also working closely with the IDA to bring new entrants into the Irish 
insurance market and to improve its overall competitiveness. Officials from both are develop-
ing a customised proposal for potential market entrants and are identifying targets to engage 
intensively with. This will, in the first instance, seek out providers who offer insurance in areas 
which have been identified as ‘pinch-points’ in the Irish market such as the one you have high-
lighted. 

The Deputy may also be aware that the Central Bank recently published the first National 
Claims Information Database (NCID) report on employers’ liability (EL), public liability (PL) 
and commercial property insurance. It showed that while many businesses in Ireland are ac-
cessing affordable insurance, some industries are encountering some difficulties. This report is 
a rich source of data which will further enhance the transparency of the sector. My officials are 
also engaging with the Central Bank to consider what enhancements could be made to further 
improve transparency in the next iteration of this report, so that the impact of the Guidelines can 
be seen in the EL, PL and commercial property market.

I would like to add that we are already seeing indications that the insurance industry is 
beginning to respond positively to our reform agenda with the announcement recently by a spe-
cialist insurer that it will expand its footprint in Ireland. This is a welcome development, which 
may prompt other firms to expand product offerings.

In the context of Brexit, it my understanding from the Central Bank that while some UK/Gi-
braltar insurers decided to withdraw from the Irish market post-Brexit, the vast majority (over 
95%) have implemented contingency measures and therefore continue to have authorisation to 
operate in Ireland.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to assure the Deputy that securing a more 
sustainable and competitive market through deepening and widening the supply of insurance 
in Ireland remains a key policy priority for this Government.  In this regard, it is my intention 
to work with my Government colleagues to ensure that implementation of the Action Plan can 
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have a positive impact on the affordability and availability of insurance for individuals, busi-
nesses, community and voluntary groups across Ireland.

27/07/2021WRZ01200National Treasury Management Agency

27/07/2021WRZ01300416. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Finance the amount of the connec-
tivity fund invested to date; the projects and entities in which the funding has been invested; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [41130/21]

27/07/2021WRZ01400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It was not possible for the National 
Treasury Management Agency to provide the information sought in the time available and, 
therefore, I will make arrangements to provide the information to the Deputy in line with Stand-
ing Orders.

27/07/2021WRZ01500Economic Data

27/07/2021WRZ01600417. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the most recent figures 
of total household wealth and the property and financial assets less all liabilities. [41156/21]

27/07/2021WRZ01700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The most recent Quarterly Financial 
Accounts release, published by the Central Bank, provides financial data for Q4 2020 for all 
sectors of the Irish economy. In Q4 2020, household net worth increased by 2.9 per cent on the 
previous quarter and 6.1 per cent year on year to €855 billion. This was made up of financial 
assets of €441 billion, housing assets of €557 billion less total liabilities of €143 billion. 

It should be noted that household net worth does not capture the wealth distribution across 
the household sector, and may not reflect the underlying experiences of all households. For 
2020 as a whole, an increase in social transfers and subsidies, along with a fall in consump-
tion have lessened the impact which unemployment and falling pay have had on household net 
worth in aggregate. 

  Question No. 418 answered with Question No. 351.

27/07/2021WRZ01900National Treasury Management Agency

27/07/2021WRZ02000419. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the size of the national 
debt. [41158/21]

27/07/2021WRZ02100420. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount 
of interest that will be paid on the national debt in 2022. [41159/21]

27/07/2021WRZ02200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 419 
and 420 together.

The large-scale fiscal support required to limit the economic disruption brought about by the 
COVID-19 pandemic has led to an increase in public indebtedness. 

To offer a wider picture of Ireland’s debt, the National Treasury Management Agency have 
provided a response in relation to General Government Debt (GGD). This is the measure of 
debt for which estimates are published and is the standard measure of debt used across the EU 
for comparative purposes. Unlike National Debt, it includes State debt that is outside of the 
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Exchequer and so is a measure of the total gross consolidated debt of the State.

I am informed that GGD stood at circa €218bn at the end of 2020, up €14bn on the position 
at end-2019. 

In the recently released Summer Economic Statement, my Department estimated that it 
would increase further this year, to over €240bn at year-end.

The most recent estimate of interest on GGD for 2022 is €3.7bn. 

These estimates will be updated in Budget 2022 later this year. 

27/07/2021WRZ02400Exchequer Payments

27/07/2021WRZ02500421. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the estimated primary 
Exchequer surplus for 2022. [41160/21]

27/07/2021WRZ02600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The primary Exchequer balance may 
be defined as the Exchequer balance adjusted for the impact of the national debt cash interest 
cost.

As per the Stability Programme Update 2021, the national debt cash interest cost in 2022 
is projected to be €3,860 million. This forecast remained unchanged in the Summer Economic 
Statement 2021 (SES).

The SES projected a 2022 Exchequer deficit of €13,010 million. Therefore, the primary 
Exchequer deficit for 2022 is estimated at €9,150 million.

Updated fiscal and economic forecasts will be provided in October as part of the Budget 
documentation. 

27/07/2021WRZ02700Vehicle Registration Tax

27/07/2021WRZ02800422. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the amount of revenue 
collected through vehicle registration tax in 2020. [41161/21]

27/07/2021WRZ02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The yield collected through Vehicle 
Registration Tax in 2020 was €751m.

Revenue has advised me that its Annual Report for 2020, which is available at link: www.
revenue.ie/en/corporate/press-office/annual-report/2020/ar-2020.pdf, provides in Table 2 on 
page 83, the total net receipts for all taxes, which may be of interest to the Deputy.  

27/07/2021WRZ03000Tax Data

27/07/2021WRZ03100423. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the amount of tax that 
was forgone due to the knowledge box in the latest available figures. [41162/21]

27/07/2021WRZ03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the most 
recent data on the annual cost and the number of claimants of the Knowledge Development Box 
(KDB) are published on page 17 of Revenue’s paper on 2020 Corporation Tax payments and 
2019 Corporation Tax returns.  The paper provides the figures in respect of number of claimants 
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and tax cost for the years 2016 to 2019, and is available at www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/docu-
ments/research/ct-analysis-2021.pdf. 

In this regard, the Deputy may be aware that a claimant company has a period of up to 24 
months to make a claim for KDB relief. It is anticipated that companies will make use of the 24 
month time frame available. Therefore further claims in respect of the year ended 31 December 
2019 may be made by September 2021.

27/07/2021WRZ03300Tax Data

27/07/2021WRZ03400424. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the amount collected 
in stamp duty charged on the purchase of stocks and marketable securities of Irish incorporated 
companies in 2020. [41163/21]

27/07/2021WRZ03500449. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be generated in 2022 by increasing the rate of stamp duty on residential property to 2% 
and 5% on properties with values greater than or equal to €700,000 and greater than or equal to 
€1,000,000, respectively. [41358/21]

27/07/2021WRZ03600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 424 
and 449 together.

The yield from Stamp Duty on transactions in shares, stocks and marketable securities is 
published at link: www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/receipts/
receipts-stamp-duty.aspx.  This information is not separately available in relation to Irish incor-
porated companies only.

 The Revenue Ready Reckoner, which is available at link: www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/
documents/statistics/ready-reckoner.pdf, shows on page 18, the estimated yield from changes 
to the rate of Stamp Duty on residential property. The proposed increases can be derived on a 
pro rata basis from the information in the published table.  These costings assume no behav-
ioural change arising from the proposed changes.

27/07/2021WRZ03700Tax Data

27/07/2021WRZ03800425. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the cost to date in 2021 
of tax reliefs and exemptions available to property developers. [41164/21]

27/07/2021WRZ03900426. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the cost to date in 2021 
of the tax reliefs and exemptions available to property owners. [41165/21]

27/07/2021WRZ04000427. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the cost to date in 2021 
of the tax reliefs and exemptions available to landowners. [41166/21]

27/07/2021WRZ04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 425 
to 427, inclusive,  together.

Information relating to the various reliefs and exemptions are set out in the links below. The 
Deputy should be aware that some of the measures contained in the links are not exclusive to 
property owners, landowners and developers. It should also be noted that some are no longer 
available to new claimants. 
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The figures set out in the links below relate to the most recent years for which data are avail-
able. As the Deputy will appreciate, tax returns for 2021 are not yet available. The data range 
from various dates (depending on the different reliefs and exemptions) up to the most recent 
years for which figures are available (generally 2018 or 2019).

- Interest paid on loans relating to principal private residence, relief for expenditure on sig-
nificant buildings and gardens and the rent a room scheme (available at: www.revenue.ie/en/
corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/tax-expenditures/costs-expenditures.aspx);

- Property incentives (available at: www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-reve-
nue/statistics/tax-expenditures/property-reliefs.aspx);

- Home Renovation Incentive Scheme (available at:www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/informa-
tion-about-revenue/statistics/tax-expenditures/index.aspx); 

- Help to Buy scheme (available at: www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-reve-
nue/statistics/tax-expenditures/index.aspx); 

- Local Property Tax (numbers claiming various exemptions available at: www.revenue.ie/
en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statistics/local-property-tax/index.aspx) .

27/07/2021WRZ04400Job Creation

27/07/2021WRZ04500428. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the most up-to-date 
figures for the number of jobs created by the Irish Strategic Investment Fund in its commercial 
partnerships; and the locations in which these jobs were created by companies obtaining such 
investment. [41167/21]

27/07/2021WRZ04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by the National Treasury 
Management Agency, which manages the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund (ISIF), that this 
information can be obtained on the ISIF website at the following link: isif.ie/uploads/publica-
tions/FY-2020-Report-including-H1-Economic-Impact-Results_2021-04-26-185152.pdf 

The data in the report reflects detailed survey data for the six month period up to 30 June 
2020. Given the quantum of surveys of underlying investees and underlying investees of indi-
rect investments and the comprehensive analysis completed, finalisation and publication of this 
economic impact data lags 6 months behind and so the H1 2020 update presents the most recent 
data available. The most recent survey for FY 2020 is complete, is going through their quality 
assurance & approval process and will soon be published within the ISIF H1 2021 Update.

As the Deputy will see on page 16 of the report, as at 30 June 2020, jobs supported by ISIF 
capital amounted to 29,566. Further detail on the geographic split is outlined on page 17, where 
it shows that Dublin accounted for 44% of these jobs, Leinster ex-Dublin 28%, Munster 18%, 
Connacht 5% and Ulster 5%. This is broadly in line with the latest available data on the Central 
Statistics Office regional split of Gross Value Added, where Dublin accounted for 45%, Leinster 
19%, Munster 24%, Connacht 7% and Ulster 5%.

27/07/2021WRAA00200Tax Data

27/07/2021WRAA00300429. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount 
that could be raised from imposing a 2% public health levy on the profits of private human 
health and pharmaceutical companies here, including nursing homes and home care agencies. 
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[41168/21]

27/07/2021WRAA00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The trading profits of companies in 
Ireland are generally taxed at the standard Corporation Tax rate of 12.5 %.

Some of the main features of the current Corporation Tax regime are its simplicity and that 
it applies to a broad base. Changing this rate (or imposing additional levies on corporate profits) 
would involve increased complexity and could change the attractiveness of Ireland’s corporate 
tax regime. It is not possible to accurately predict the effect that changes to the rate would have 
on the behaviour and decisions of large, multinational companies. This uncertainty prevents a 
reliable estimate being made of any yield that might accrue to the Exchequer.

Notwithstanding the above, I am further advised by Revenue that on a straightforward 
mathematical basis and assuming no behavioural changes by companies, the potential yield 
from imposing a 2% levy on the profits of private human health and pharmaceutical companies, 
including nursing homes and home care agencies, is tentatively estimated to be in the region of 
€400 million in a year. This is a tentative estimate, calculated based on data using the system of 
sectoral classification of businesses by NACE code.

27/07/2021WRAA00500Tax Data

27/07/2021WRAA00600430. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the estimated full-year 
cost of abolishing the local property tax. [41169/21]

27/07/2021WRAA00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by Revenue that the 
yield from Local Property Tax (LPT) for 2022 under the revaluation approach set out in the Fi-
nance (Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Act 2021 is provisionally estimated to be €560 mil-
lion (before any Local Adjustment Factors are applied). These yields expected to arise in future 
years from the forthcoming revaluation of liable properties would be lost if LPT was abolished. 

27/07/2021WRAA00800Trade Data

27/07/2021WRAA00900431. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the volume of com-
mercial trade that took place in shares here in 2020. [41170/21]

27/07/2021WRAA01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by the Central Bank 
that, based on data reported to it by regulated entities, in 2020 there were approximately 52 
million equity transactions by Irish and non-Irish firms on Irish venues (to include equity trans-
actions that took place on bilateral systems operated by investment firms known as systematic 
internalisers), representing a total quantity of approximately 55 billion shares traded.   

27/07/2021WRAA01100Trade Data

27/07/2021WRAA01200432. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the volume of com-
mercial trade that took place in derivatives here in 2020. [41171/21]

27/07/2021WRAA01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by the Central Bank that 
there is no available data on the volume of derivative contracts that were entered into or traded 
by Irish counterparties (financial and non-financial) in 2020.  
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27/07/2021WRAA01400Universal Social Charge

27/07/2021WRAA01500433. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount 
expected to be raised by the universal social charge in 2021. [41172/21]

27/07/2021WRAA01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): According to forecasts carried out by 
my Department as part of the Stability Programme Update, the Universal Social Charge is pro-
jected to raise €4 billion in 2021. The full set of fiscal projections will be updated as part of the 
Budget 2022 in October.

27/07/2021WRAA01700Universal Social Charge

27/07/2021WRAA01800434. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount 
expected to be raised by the universal social charge from tax units paying more than €90,000. 
[41173/21]

27/07/2021WRAA01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that an esti-
mated €2bn is projected to be raised by the Universal Social Charge (USC) from taxpayer units 
earning more than €90,000 per annum. This estimate is based on projected incomes for 2021 
and is subject to revision.

27/07/2021WRAA02000Tax Data

27/07/2021WRAA02100435. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount 
of tax revenue which would be generated by applying a 12.5% minimum effective corporation 
tax rate on total gross profits before deductions, allowances or reliefs. [41174/21]

27/07/2021WRAA02200436. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount 
of tax revenue which would be generated by applying a 15% minimum effective tax rate on total 
gross profits before deductions, allowances or reliefs. [41175/21]

27/07/2021WRAA02300437. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount 
of tax revenue which would be generated by applying a 17.5% minimum effective tax rate on 
total gross profits before deductions, allowances or reliefs. [41176/21]

27/07/2021WRAA02400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 435 
to 437, inclusive, together.

The trading profits of companies in Ireland are generally taxed at the standard corpora-
tion tax rate of 12.5%. Some of the main features of the current corporation tax regime are its 
transparency and that it applies to a broad base. Taxable profits are generally understood to be 
income after deduction of allowable expenses, whereas the questions refer to tax being levied 
on “total gross profits before deductions, allowances or reliefs”. Therefore, the proposals seem 
to involve changes to the existing corporation tax base and it is not possible to calculate a hy-
pothetical yield on this basis. 

Analysis undertaken by the Department of Finance, co-authored by an independent aca-
demic, a separate report undertaken by the Comptroller & Auditor General (C&AG), and Rev-
enue’s annual analysis of Corporation Tax payments and returns, all confirm that the effective 
rate of corporation tax, using the most appropriate methodology, paid by corporations in Ireland 
is between 10% and 11%.  While this percentage is lower than the 12.5% headline rate, this can 
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be attributed to the availability of the small number of targeted tax measures that are provided 
for in legislation and may only be availed of where the legislative criteria for relief are satisfied. 
Compliance with these tax obligations and eligibility for tax reliefs are monitored by Revenue 
on an ongoing basis.

Notwithstanding the above, it should also be noted that seeking to change the tax base 
and/or to impose a minimum effective tax rate would involve increased complexity and could 
change the attractiveness of Ireland’s corporate tax regime. It is not possible to accurately pre-
dict how the proposed changes to the tax base and the imposition of a minimum effective tax 
rate would affect the behaviour and investment decisions of multinational or domestic compa-
nies. Therefore, as noted above, it is not possible to accurately or robustly estimate the potential 
Exchequer impact of these proposals.

The Deputy will also be aware that Ireland has expressed broad support for the OECD In-
clusive Framework’s proposed two-pillar solution to address tax challenges arising from digi-
talisation and globalisation, but have expressed reservations in particular about the proposed 
global minimum effective tax rate of “at least 15%”. Given the importance of the OECD pro-
posals, I have invited views through a public consultation and the consultation period will run 
until 10 September 2021.

  Question No. 436 answered with Question No. 435.

  Question No. 437 answered with Question No. 435.

27/07/2021WRAA02700Tax Data

27/07/2021WRAA02800438. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the estimated amount 
of revenue which would be generated in 2022 by imposing €600 per year tax on all second 
homes, a €1,000 per year tax on all third or fourth homes and a €1,500 per year tax on all fifth 
or subsequent homes. [41177/21]

27/07/2021WRAA02900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by Revenue that the 
available information in respect of additional charges on second or multiple properties is in-
cluded at page 29 in the ‘Ready Reckoner’, published at link: https://www.revenue.ie/en/corpo-
rate/documents/statistics/ready-reckoner.pdf. 

27/07/2021WRAA03000National Asset Management Agency

27/07/2021WRAA03100439. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the amount NAMA has 
made available to developers in loan facilities to complete projects by year up to the end of the 
second quarter of 2021. [41178/21]

27/07/2021WRAA03200Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): Since its inception, NAMA has ad-
vanced capital funding to its debtors and receivers in cases where it can be shown that such 
funding will enhance the value of the assets securing NAMA’s loan portfolio. Subject to com-
mercial viability, NAMA funds capital expenditure for the planning, design and construction 
of new or acquired residential and commercial projects. NAMA also funds infrastructure, as 
necessary, to facilitate these developments. Additionally, NAMA provides funding for essential 
remediation works to existing assets or to improve the income producing potential and disposal 
value of assets. 

The following table shows the breakdown of capital expenditure funding by year since 
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inception. A total of €3.9 billion has been advanced to end-June 2021 for new and existing proj-
ects. All of this funding is procured from within NAMA’s own resources without any reliance 
on Exchequer funding.

Year 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 Q2 
2021

Capex   
Funding
€’m

168 205 150 188 477 631 521 525 433 371 227 33

27/07/2021WRAA03300National Asset Management Agency

27/07/2021WRAA03400440. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the amount NAMA has 
paid out to date for repair and maintenance of properties in its portfolio. [41179/21]

27/07/2021WRAA03500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): NAMA’s statutory mandate per section 
10 of the NAMA Act 2009 is to achieve the best commercial return from its acquired loans. In 
that context, NAMA judiciously advances funding to its debtors and receivers in order to opti-
mise the disposal value of secured properties. Such funding is provided on a commercial basis 
and repaid to NAMA when the properties (or loans) are sold.

NAMA identified a number of existing properties in its secured portfolio that did not meet 
relevant fire regulations and building standards. Accordingly, the Agency provided funding for 
essential expenditure such as fire safety works and other necessary health and safety works to 
ensure that properties were compliant with current building regulations and health and safety 
requirements. Additionally, NAMA provided funding for remediation works to unfinished or 
defective housing in order to bring the properties to a habitable standard. Some of these remedi-
ated units were subsequently delivered by NAMA for social housing.

I am advised that from inception to end-June 2021, NAMA has provided funding of ap-
proximately €131m for remediation works to existing residential and commercial properties 
securing its loans, with a further €50m potentially required. Further information is included in 
NAMA’s 2020 Annual Report which is available on the Agency’s website: www.nama.ie.

27/07/2021WRAA03600National Treasury Management Agency

27/07/2021WRAA03700441. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the amount of interest 
paid on the national debt in 2020 that was contracted since 2008. [41180/21]

27/07/2021WRAA03800Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am informed by the National Treasury 
Management Agency that the net Exchequer cash interest paid in respect of Ireland’s National 
Debt in 2020 was just over €4.5bn. This was a reduction of over €0.5bn, or more than 10%, on 
the 2019 figure.

It includes interest paid on Government bonds, EU Programme loans, other medium/long 
term debt, short-term debt, and State Savings products.

It is difficult to say precisely how much of this interest relates to borrowing contracted since 
2008 due to certain complexities in the debt portfolio. Examples of these complexities include 
(i) certain State Savings products allow additions, reinvestments and withdrawals before ma-
turity and (ii) bonds can be auctioned or cancelled from any series regardless of their original 
issue date.
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That said however, it is the case that the vast bulk of the national debt interest paid in 2020 
relates to debt contracted since 2008.

27/07/2021WRAA03900National Asset Management Agency

27/07/2021WRAA04000442. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Finance the details of empty 
properties and land banks that have not yet been sold with regard to the assets of NAMA; and 
the negotiations that have taken place to acquire these homes for social and-or affordable hous-
ing. [41181/21]

27/07/2021WRAA04100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Deputy will be aware that NAMA 
does not generally own properties; rather NAMA owns loans for which the properties act as 
security. 

I am advised that, as at end-March 2021, NAMA debtors and receivers owned an estimated 
577 hectares of land potentially suitable for residential development in Ireland. NAMA regu-
larly assesses the feasibility of these sites and, where development is deemed commercially 
viable, NAMA provides funding for the delivery of new residential units. 

I am advised that the sites currently have a delivery capacity for 24,000 residential units. Of 
these, 1,400 units are under construction or have funding approved for construction and 4,600 
units have planning permission; planning has been lodged or is being prepared for 7,500 units 
and a further 8,500 units are at the pre-planning or feasibility stages, with other land that has 
the possibility to accommodate 2,000 units remaining unzoned by local authorities.  It should 
be noted that many of these sites, including some of those with planning, are either not com-
mercially viable at current sales prices and/or have specific infrastructural requirements such 
as roads, water or sewerage that will need to be addressed by local authorities and other State 
bodies before any units can be built. Furthermore, the development of some sites will require 
the resolution of legal disputes or title issues.

NAMA continues to review its secured portfolio in order to deliver properties for social 
housing purposes (albeit at a lesser level than in previous years given the reduced portfolio 
size). The main method of social housing delivery is by way of direct sale (by a NAMA debtor 
or receiver) to a local authority or an approved housing body (AHB), or alternatively, by sale 
to NARPS (a NAMA Group entity) for onward long-term lease to an AHB. In total, over 2,600 
properties have been delivered by NAMA for social housing purposes.  Negotiations are ad-
vancing with a number of AHBs in relation to the delivery of a further 189 residential properties 
recently built as part of NAMA’s residential funding delivery programme. This is in addition to 
social housing units delivered on NAMA-funded residential sites via Part V planning require-
ments whereby 10% of the development must be provided to local authorities for social hous-
ing. 

I am advised that close to 100% of all secured housing units are occupied; there are ap-
proximately 50 habitable vacant residential units within NAMA’s secured portfolio, excluding 
properties which are on the market or sale agreed. NAMA is currently working with its debtors 
and receivers regarding appropriate strategies for these units, which includes assessing the suit-
ability of the units for social housing.

  Question No. 443 answered with Question No. 294.

27/07/2021WRAA04300Tax Data
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27/07/2021WRAA04400444. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be generated on a first-year and full-year basis for 2022 by introducing a 3%, 4% and 5% 
income tax surcharge on the portion of individual incomes in excess of €140,000. [41353/21]

27/07/2021WRAA04500Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the fol-
lowing table sets out the estimated yields to the Exchequer that would arise from the introduc-
tion of an individualised surcharge applicable on income in excess of €140,000, as set out by 
the Deputy.

Surcharge First Year €m Full Year €m
3% 176 230
4% 235 307
5% 294 383
 These estimated figures are based on projected 2021 incomes, calculated from actual data 

for the year 2018, that latest year for which full data are available, and may be revised.

  Question No. 445 answered with Question No. 320.

27/07/2021WRBB00200Tax Data

27/07/2021WRBB00300446. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be generated in 2022 by introducing a 40% rate of capital gains tax on the disposal of 
assets made by persons in cases in which the gains accrued are in excess of individual incomes 
of €200,000, €300,000, €400,000 and €500,000, in order that the 40% rate only applies to gains 
made above the aforementioned thresholds. [41355/21]

27/07/2021WRBB00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): It is assumed that the Deputy is pro-
posing a higher rate of Capital Gains Tax (CGT) for individuals with income in excess of the 
thresholds noted, who also have taxable gains in excess of the same thresholds.

I am advised by Revenue that the estimated revenue generated from the proposed rate of 
40% is as outlined in the table below.  The estimates are based on income and CGT returns for 
the tax year 2018, that latest year for which full income information is available. The estimates 
assume no change in behaviour by individuals resulting from the increase in the tax rate and do 
not include any yield in respect of companies.

Income and Taxable Gains Threshold Yield €m
Above €200,000 69
Above €300,000 41
Above €400,000 35
Above €500,000 28

27/07/2021WRBB00500Tax Data

27/07/2021WRBB00600447. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be generated in 2022 by increasing the rate of dividend withholding tax to 30 and 33 %, 
respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41356/21]

27/07/2021WRBB00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the 
‘Ready Reckoner’, which is available at link: www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/documents/statis-
tics/ready-reckoner.pdf , shows on page 13, the estimated yield from changes to the rate of 
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Dividend Withholding Tax (DWT). The proposed increases can be derived on a pro rata basis 
from those indicated in the published table. 

For the convenience of the Deputy, an increase in the rate of DWT from 25% to 30% would 
yield approximately €111m, and an increase in rate of DWT from 25% to 33% would yield ap-
proximately €178m. 

As DWT is not a final liability tax, it should be noted that any increase in receipts from a 
higher withholding rate would represent a temporary cash-flow benefit to the Exchequer. The 
final liability would depend on the income tax position of the recipients of the dividends. 

  Question No. 448 answered with Question No. 369.

  Question No. 449 answered with Question No. 424.

  Question No. 450 answered with Question No. 344.

27/07/2021WRBB01100Tax Data

27/07/2021WRBB01200451. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be generated in 2022 by restricting the amount an applicant can claim under the help to 
buy scheme from €30,000 to €20,000 and from 10% to 5% of the purchase price. [41360/21]

27/07/2021WRBB01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Help to Buy (HTB) incentive was 
introduced in 2017.  The measure is currently scheduled to expire on 31 December 2021.  HTB 
gives a refund of Income Tax and Deposit Interest Retention Tax (DIRT) paid in Ireland over 
the previous four years, subject to limits outlined in the legislation. An increase in the supply of 
new housing remains a priority aim of Government policy. One of the main aims of the policy 
underpinning the design of HTB was to help encourage the building of additional new proper-
ties. By restricting the scheme solely to new dwellings and new self-builds, it is anticipated that 
the resulting increase in demand for new build homes will encourage the construction of an 
additional supply of such properties.

HTB was enhanced in July 2020 as part of the July Stimulus package last year and its dura-
tion was extended in Finance Act 2020.  These developments were in line with the commitment 
in the Programme for Government regarding the measure. The following changes apply from 
the period from 23 July 2020 to the end of 2021:

 Under the enhanced support, claimants may be eligible for increased relief under the HTB 
scheme to the lesser of:

- €30,000 (increased from €20,000),

- 10 per cent (increased from 5 per cent) of either the purchase price of the new home or, in 
the case of self builds, the completion value of the property, or,

- the amount of Income Tax and DIRT paid in the four years prior to making the application.

All other conditions of the original HTB scheme remain as before.

The following table sets out the estimated cost for each year of the scheme, including 2021 
to 30 June:

Year  Estimated Cost (€m)  
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2021 (to 30 June) 83.1
2020 126
2019 101.3
2018 73.2
2017 69.1
I am advised by Revenue that the estimated yield from the proposal outlined by the Deputy, 

based on data for 2020, is very roughly of the order of €50m. As the enhanced scheme only 
operated for a portion of 2020, the estimated yield provided to the Deputy is based on all claims 
in 2020, taking account of the property price, the tax paid and the cap on the maximum relief. 
Given the effects of COVID-19 on the property market, and the possibility of behavioural ef-
fects arising as a result of the proposed change, the figure should be viewed as tentative.

27/07/2021WRBB01400Tax Data

27/07/2021WRBB01500452. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue that 
would be generated in 2022 from reducing the standard fund threshold from €2 million to €1.5 
and €1.2 million respectively.; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41361/21]

27/07/2021WRBB01600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Standard Fund Threshold (SFT) is 
the maximum allowable pension fund on retirement for tax purposes, which was introduced in 
Finance Act 2006 to prevent over-funding of pensions through tax-relieved arrangements. The 
threshold was initially set at €5 million. It was subsequently reduced to €2.3 million with effect 
from 7 December 2010 and further reduced to €2 million with effect from 1 January 2014.

Information on the numbers and values of individual pension funds or on individual accrued 
benefits are not generally required to be supplied to Revenue by the administrators of pension 
schemes and personal pension arrangements. There is, therefore, no underlying data available 
to Revenue on which to base reliable estimates of the savings that would arise specifically from 
the change to the SFT indicated in the question.

27/07/2021WRBB01700EU Meetings

27/07/2021WRBB01800453. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance if at EU Council level, that is, 
including at preparatory levels, Ireland proposed the additions of words by the use of secondary 
markets and the replacement of the word encouraging with the words where necessary, using, 
in the third Country Specific Recommendation for Ireland for 2018; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41363/21]

27/07/2021WRBB01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): As the Deputy is aware, Country Spe-
cific Recommendations (CSRs) provide individual tailored guidance to Member States on mac-
ro-economic, budgetary and structural policies in accordance with Articles 121 and 148 of the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union.

Following the initial publication of draft Country Specific Recommendations by the Euro-
pean Commission, Member States have the opportunity to discuss the draft recommendations, 
address inaccuracies and seek factual clarifications as part of the preparation for the Ecofin dis-
cussions. It is not uncommon for the text of Country Specific Recommendations to be amended 
taking account of these discussions, and indeed, the documents may go through a number of 
iterations before final adoption by Ministers at ECOFIN.
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As discussion on the Country Specific Recommendations proceeds through ECOFIN’s 
preparatory committees, Member States and the Commission work collaboratively in the first 
instance, as regard any proposed changes to the text in advance of Ecofin discussion. In such 
cases where consensus on wording is not reached, a vote on proposed draft language may take 
place.  

In relation to the proposed wording amendments to which the Deputy refers, I can confirm 
that these were included in an early draft of Ireland’s third Country Specific Recommendation. I 
can also confirm to the Deputy that no vote took place as to their inclusion at that time, and that 
my officials and I were satisfied with the final wording, agreed as part of a collaborative process 
with inputs from both parties. 

The drafting process for Country Specific Recommendations is an iterative process with 
input from member states themselves, the Commission and other member states. The process 
behind our 2018 Country Specific Recommendations was no different. 

  Question No. 454 answered with Question No. 312.

27/07/2021WRBB02100Covid-19 Tests

27/07/2021WRBB02200455. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
use of Covid-19 antibody tests can be considered to confirm a positive Covid-19 result for the 
purposes of the EU Digital COVID Certificate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39064/21]

27/07/2021WRBB02300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Currently, 
my Department through the OGCIO are producing Digital COVID certificates for Vaccina-
tion and Recovery, through a process of data transfer established with the HSE/Department of 
Health; and for PCR and Antigen testing, through a process of data transfer established with 
those laboratories that are able to comply with the Statement of Operating Procedures produced 
by the Department of Health.

In all instances, OGCIO act on the instruction of the Department of Health. If new health 
policy is developed with regard to antibody tests and the Department issues us new instructions, 
we will seek to implement these as soon as possible.

27/07/2021WRBB02400Civil Service

27/07/2021WRBB02500456. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his plans 
to introduce a mobility scheme and opportunities in specialist roles such as ICT at clerical of-
ficer or executive officer level; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39179/21]

27/07/2021WRBB02600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The estab-
lishment of the Civil Service Mobility scheme fulfils one of the requirements of both Action 15 
of the Civil Service Renewal Plan which aims to ‘Expand career and mobility opportunities for 
staff across geographic, organisational and sectoral boundaries’, and Action 14 of the People 
Strategy for the Civil Service which calls for the further expansion of a coherent mobility policy 
to facilitate staff development.

Mobility facilitates the movement of diverse skills and experience across organisations 
while also providing development opportunities for those who move through the scheme. 
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Following the recent launch of Phase 2A - List-based Mobility for HEOs and AOs,  Phase 
2B which facilities advertisement-based Mobility for positions which require qualifications or 
more specialist expertise in the following areas for HEOs and AOs will go live on July 16 2021,

1. ICT

2. HR/IR

3. Auditor/Investigator

4. Legal/Policy/Research

5. IGEES

6. Business/Finance

7. Finance (Payroll/Pensions)

These specialist categories were agreed with the Unions, and recognised the requirement 
and demand across the Civil Service  for specialist skill sets in  the middle management grades 
of HEO & AO.  Initially, HEO and AO grades were due to be generalist only for Mobility. 

Mobility initiatives are regularly reviewed for their effectiveness with a view to continually 
improving meeting business needs.  We have built in a 2 year review for the HEO/AO specialist 
mobility scheme.  For the CO and EO Scheme, we will be engaging with departments by the 
end of 2021 as part of review of that scheme.

However , it is also important to note that a new Secondment Policy for the Civil Service 
is being implemented. This policy will be used to support the Civil Service Mobility scheme,   
and fill time-bound positions concurrent with a strategic project or placement at all levels that 
require specialist knowledge and skill sets, including ICT.  This policy has been developed in 
collaboration with Local HR departments and Unions.

27/07/2021WRBB02700Office of Public Works

27/07/2021WRBB02800457. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 203 of 24 June 2021, the plans of the OPW regarding 
the installation of additional outdoor seating in Castletown House, Celbridge, County Kildare. 
[39217/21]

27/07/2021WRBB02900Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): There are currently no plans to install extra outdoor seating at Castletown, 
though the matter is under active review.

27/07/2021WRBB03000Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRBB03100458. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will give consideration to providing an additional payment or additional leave for frontline staff 
working in hospitals and other healthcare settings during the Covid-19 pandemic; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39223/21]

27/07/2021WRBB03200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Workers 
across the economy, including of course our public servants, have made an extraordinary con-
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tribution during the COVID pandemic and I would like to pay tribute to them.

Notwithstanding the sacrifices and efforts of the last year or more and the progress we have 
made in recent months to roll out vaccines, this pandemic remains an ongoing challenge for us 
all and it continues, for now, to require our full focus and attention.

Accordingly, while this is not yet, I believe, the most appropriate time to deal with this 
matter, the Government will consider in due course how best to recognise the efforts made by 
workers during this pandemic.

27/07/2021WRBB03300Summer Economic Statement

27/07/2021WRBB03400459. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will disaggregate the envelope defined as budgetary decisions in table 4 of the Summer Eco-
nomic Statement 2021 by ELS, demographics, NDP and public pay for each of the years 2022 
to 2025. [39502/21]

27/07/2021WRBB03500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): As set out in 
the Summer Economic Statement, the medium term fiscal strategy provides for an average 5% 
annual growth-rate increase in Voted expenditure out to 2025, equating to increases in spending 
of between €4.0 billion to €4.4 billion from 2022 to 2025. 

 As set out in Box 2.1 of the Mid-Year Expenditure Report, published last week, a key part 
of the Estimates process involves agreement on the overall level of expenditure required to 
maintain existing level of service. This process involves detailed analysis requiring validation 
at programme level and consideration of a range of factors including actual demand in the cur-
rent year compared to that underpinning the budgetary allocation, the potential impacts of new 
and existing initiatives on demand and utilisation patterns, impact of demographics on demand, 
specific price pressures, as well as any capacity constraints that may exist.

 The approach adopted in the Summer Economic Statement in relation to “pre-committed” 
current expenditure differs from previous years with a provision of 3% of the core current 
expenditure base being made for existing level of service costs. Previously an amount was set 
aside for: demographics in Health, Education, and Social Protection; the cost of pay deals; and 
the carryover of prior year Budget measures only. 

Conversely, the provision of 3% is based on budgets in previous years, and an assessment 
of the position in advance of Budget 2022. In total, a provision of €2.1 billion is reflected as 
being earmarked for ELS costs next year. This is a higher amount than would have been set 
out as “pre-committed” expenditure in previous years, with €1.1 billion earmarked in advance 
of Budget 2021, and offers a better overall reflection of the additional costs required to deliver 
existing services next year.

Detailed work is ongoing by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform regarding 
the finalisation of existing level of service costs at a departmental level in advance of Budget 
2022. To the extent that the additional cost associated with maintain existing levels of service is 
less than €2.1 billion, this would increase the amount available to fund new measures.

27/07/2021WRBB03600Summer Economic Statement

27/07/2021WRBB03700460. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will disaggregate the difference in core capital as outlined in table 4 and capital spending per 
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SES in table 5 in the Summer Economic Statement; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39503/21]

27/07/2021WRBB03800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Table 5 of 
the Summer Economic Statement sets out the overall Government spending projections from 
2020 to 2025. These include both core capital spending as well as one-off temporary spending 
related to much needed supports to manage challenges related to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
the impacts of Brexit. Other one-off temporary measures also include EU funding supports such 
as the National Recovery and Resilience Plan and the Brexit Adjustment Reserve, which will 
be rolling out from this year. 

In relation to the year 2021, table 5 reflects the combination of core capital and one-off sup-
port measures relating to Brexit and COVID-19. These one-off supports for capital total c.€0.4 
billion in 2021. 

In relation to the years 2022 to 2025, the difference between the capital figures in table 4 
and table 5 reflect the once-off funding being received from the EU in relation to the National 
Recovery and Resilience Plan (NRRP). The impact of these figures can be seen in table 8 of the 
Summer Economic Statement (rounding may affect totals).  

27/07/2021WRBB03900National Development Plan

27/07/2021WRBB04000461. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
status of the publication of the new National Development Plan Review to Renew; the posi-
tion with regard to the recent classification of the northern and western region as a moderate 
innovator on the recent EU Commission Regional Innovation Scoreboard; the specific policy 
measures that will be included in the document to support and harnesses the potential of re-
search, enterprise and innovation in the region; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39549/21]

27/07/2021WRBB04100Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The review 
of the National Development Plan is currently ongoing.

As part of the Programme for Government the review was brought forward to 2021 in order 
to assess the resourcing requirements for the most important challenges facing us as a nation in-
cluding climate action, infrastructural challenges, housing, balanced regional development (as 
set out in the National Planning Framework and including of the northern and western region), 
healthcare, social welfare policy, transport, and education. 

The first phase commenced in October 2020, which included the public consultation, Re-
view to Renew, as well as further evidence-gathering by way of sectoral submissions for De-
partments and a series of technical papers. As part of the public consultation a submission was 
received from the Northern and Western Regional Assembly.  

The results of Phase 1 were published in a report on April 4 2021 on my Department’s web-
site.

In addition, David Minton, the CEO of the Northern and Western Regional Assembly, was 
invited to take part as a panellist at this year’s annual conference for the National Investment 
Office entitled “Nation Building: Ireland’s Infrastructure Priorities” which was held online on 
14th May 2021.  

The technical and consultative work carried out as part of Phase 1 forms the evidence base 
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to underpin the decisions to be taken in Phase 2 of the NDP. 

The objective of Phase 2 of the NDP is to set out revised sectoral capital allocations for the 
upcoming 10-year period, including non-Exchequer investment, as well as providing a renewed 
focus on delivery of efficient and cost-effective public infrastructure. The range of indicated 
sectoral priorities will be identified as part of the final revised NDP. 

Engagement is ongoing with Departments in this regard with a view to progressing this 
work over the coming period. The overall timetable in this regard, and as regards publication of 
the revised NDP, will naturally be coordinated with other Government policy initiatives which 
have a bearing upon our overall capital and infrastructure priorities. 

It should be noted that DPER, in carrying out its role in coordinating the NDP review, does 
not consider the merit of individual projects or sectoral policy strategies (e.g. on enterprise, 
research and innovation) as this is primarily a matter for the relevant individual Departments 
and Agencies (e.g. the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment, and the Department 
of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science).

27/07/2021WRBB04200Flood Risk Management

27/07/2021WRBB04300462. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the position regarding flood risk works in County Limerick; if he is satisfied that works in the 
county scheduled for 2021 are on track for completion; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39532/21]

27/07/2021WRBB04400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): Works on four flood relief schemes are taking place in or near County Lim-
erick in 2021 and works to design and commence works on seven flood relief schemes are being 
significantly advanced during 2021. 

Three of the works taking place this year by Limerick City and County Council are being 
funded by the OPW Minor Flood Mitigation and Coastal Protection Scheme. This scheme pro-
vides funding to Local Authorities to undertake minor flood mitigation works or studies, cost-
ing less than €0.75 million each, to address localised flooding and coastal protection problems 
within their administrative areas.

Under this scheme the OPW has approved three applications for Limerick in 2021 with 
target commencement dates as follows:-

Ballinatona, Galbally  - €22,848 approved on the 11 March, 2021, for drainage channel 
clearance works on watercourse which discharges to the OPW maintained River Aherlow and 
drainage improvement works. Works are planned for September / October 2021.

Bosnetstown, Kilfinnane - €48,915 approved on the 11 March, 2021, for drainage channel 
clearance works including minor construction of a small flood bund/embankment at two loca-
tions. Works are planned for September 2021.

Gotoon, Kilmallock - €15,705 approved on the 11 March, 2021, for drainage clearance 
works, surface water drainage improvements and resurfacing of damaged road surface due to 
previous overland flow/flood event. Works are ongoing with an estimated completed date end 
of September 2021.

On the fourth scheme construction of the Springfield Flood Relief Scheme, bordering Lim-
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erick is expected to commence in early August. This scheme involves the construction of flood 
protection works at the townlands of Springfield, Cappavilla North, Cottage and Illaunyregan, 
Clonlara and are expected to be substantially complete in 2022.

The OPW’s Catchment-based Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) pro-
gramme, the largest ever flood risk study carried out in the State, culminated with the launch of 
29 Flood Risk Management Plans on 3 May 2018.  These Plans proposed 118 new outline flood 
relief projects. They included a recommendation to progress the project-level development and 
planning of Flood Relief Schemes for Limerick through the following five stages involved in 
the development and construction of a flood relief scheme:

Stage I: Scheme Development and Preliminary Design

Stage II: Planning process

Stage III: Detailed Design, Confirmation and Tender

Stage IV: Implementation/Construction

Stage V: Handover of Works

While there are currently no major flood relief schemes at construction (Stage IV) in County 
Limerick, there is significant work underway designing a number of viable schemes, as part 
of the Government’s €1bn capital investment in flood relief works as part of the National De-
velopment Plan 2018 - 2027. This work is being led by Limerick City and County Council, as 
contracting authority, in partnership with the OPW, and has appointed a number of consultant 
engineering and environmental consultants to progress schemes.

The table below outlines the current stage of development for Flood Relief Schemes for 
County Limerick.

Flood Relief Scheme Date Consultant Appointed Stage 
Flood Relief Scheme Date Consultant Appointed Stage 
Limerick City & Environs 3rd May, 2021 Stage 1 
Kings Island 18 August, 2015 Stage 2 
Castleconnell 17 July, 2019 Stage 1 
Athea 24 October, 2019 Stage 1 
Adare Expected August/September 

2021 
Preliminary design expected 
to commence August/ Sep-
tember 2021 

Rathkeale Brief for preliminary design 
being developed 

Stage 1 

The seventh scheme where design of works are being advanced during 2021 relates to OPW 
approved funding of €45,720 on 11 May 2021 for works at Bresheen South, Kilmallock under 
its Minor Flood Mitigation and Coastal Protection Scheme. These works to replace culverts and 
construct a drainage channel are planned to be undertaken in 2022.

27/07/2021WRCC00200Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRCC00300463. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the plans he has to show his appreciation for all front-line workers under his remit other than a 
clap on the back; if he is planning a bonus, a gratuity payment for all those workers who have 
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been struggling and worked tirelessly throughout the pandemic; if so, when this will be imple-
mented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39615/21]

27/07/2021WRCC00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Workers 
across the economy, including of course our public servants, have made an extraordinary con-
tribution during the COVID pandemic and I would like to pay tribute to them.

Notwithstanding the sacrifices and efforts of the last year or more and the progress we have 
made in recent months to roll out vaccines, this pandemic remains an ongoing challenge for us 
all and it continues, for now, to require our full focus and attention.

Accordingly, while this is not yet, I believe, the most appropriate time to deal with this 
matter, the Government will consider in due course how best to recognise the efforts made by 
workers during this pandemic.

27/07/2021WRCC00500Industrial Relations

27/07/2021WRCC00600464. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
his Department plans to engage with union representatives of Seanad Éireann secretarial assis-
tants in respect of their pay claim; if there has been progress on improving pay and conditions 
for Seanad secretarial assistants over the past 12-months; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39791/21]

27/07/2021WRCC00700Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, the staff in question are not public servants and are instead employed in the 
Houses of the Oireachtas by individual Senators. 

I understand that the Houses of the Oireachtas Commission is engaged in an ongoing pro-
cess including at the Workplace Relations Commission in relation to the terms and conditions 
of Seanad Secretarial Assistants.  

As the Deputy will appreciate it is not appropriate for me to comment on an ongoing in-
dustrial relations process, however as in all such matters I would encourage the parties to con-
tinue to engage to address the issues. My officials will maintain contact with the Houses of the 
Oireachtas Commission as appropriate.

27/07/2021WRCC00800Budget 2022

27/07/2021WRCC00900465. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if an equal-
ity budgeting statement will be forthcoming in budget 2022; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39870/21]

27/07/2021WRCC01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Built on the 
performance budgeting framework that has been progressively embedded into the budget cycle, 
Equality Budgeting in Ireland has been developed over recent years with a view to enhancing 
the role of resource allocation policies in advancing equality, reducing poverty and strengthen-
ing economic and social rights. 

Equality objectives and indicators are published every year in the Revised Estimates Vol-
ume (REV) and the Public Service Performance Report.  Twelve departments are now reporting 
Equality Budgeting metrics. An Expert Advisory Group was established to guide development 
of Equality Budgeting policy, and has met regularly since September 2018. To further support 
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the implementation of Equality Budgeting across all Departments, in March of this year, Gov-
ernment agreed to the establishment of an Inter-departmental Group on Equality Budgeting.

In 2019, my Department, in liaison with the then Department of Justice and Equality, com-
missioned the OECD to undertake a Policy Scan of Equality Budgeting in Ireland. This was 
published in tandem with Budget 2020. The report reviews Ireland’s equality budgeting pro-
gramme and provides recommendations on its further development, in light of international 
experience. 

In line with the OECD recommendation to develop an equalities data strategy, the CSO 
completed a data audit in cooperation with my Department, to ascertain the availability of pub-
lic service data that is disaggregated by equality dimension. A report on this audit was published 
in October 2020. 

Another OECD recommendation was the development of tagging and tracking functionality 
for departmental expenditure. My Department is working on this recommendation as part of an 
overall project to create a new architecture for Performance Budgeting. This project is funded 
under the EU Structural Reform Support Programme.

The OECD Policy Scan also raised the issue of an Equality Budgeting Statement. My De-
partment is reviewing the different approaches to Gender Budgeting statements published by 
other OECD countries. The timing of publication, and the level of detail, vary greatly across 
OECD countries. This work will be used to inform future developments in this area taking into 
account: the level of detail in relation to Equality Budgeting currently published including in 
the REV and Public Service Performance Report; analysis published as part of the Spending 
Review process; existing tools such as the ESRI’s SWITCH Model; and linkages with the de-
velopment of the Well-being Framework.  In particular, this work will need to reflect that the 
approach to date with Equality Budgeting has been to embed equality perspectives across the 
whole-of-year budgetary process by setting out targets in the REV and reporting on perfor-
mance versus targets in the Public Service Performance Report, with analyses such as Social 
Impact Assessments also supporting this whole-of-year approach. 

27/07/2021WRCC01100Budget 2022

27/07/2021WRCC01200466. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the status of 
progress of a well-being budgeting framework; if the framework is set to be included in budget 
2022; if not, the expected timeline for completion and operationalisation of this well-being 
budget framework; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39871/21]

27/07/2021WRCC01300Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Following 
the Government’s decision in February 2021 to commence work on developing a well-being 
framework for Ireland, the Department of the Taoiseach, co-sponsored by the Department of 
Finance as well as my Department, established an Interdepartmental Working Group on the 
Development of a Well-being Framework for Ireland.  

This Working Group provided a forum for representatives from across the policy system 
to have an input into the design of the Framework.  The design of the Framework was also 
informed by a sub-group of stakeholders and experts that was established by the National Eco-
nomic & Social Council and a consultation process that it facilitated with stakeholders, external 
experts and interested parties.    

In July 2021, the first report of the Interdepartmental Working Group (IDWG) was pub-
lished setting out an initial Well-being Framework for Ireland.  This initial Framework has an 
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outcomes-based approach that is focused on understanding people’s lived experiences across 
person, place and society, and builds on existing work in this area, in particular the work of the 
OECD.  That said, it has also sought to integrate an Irish context into the aspects of well-being 
that are set out in this initial Framework; reflecting internal and external consultation.  

The initial Framework sets out 11 dimensions of well-being:

- Subjective Well-being,

- Mental and Physical Health,

- Income and Wealth,

- Knowledge and Skills,

- Housing and Local Area,

- Environment, Climate and Biodiversity,

- Safety and Security,

- Work and Job Quality,

- Time Use,

- Community, Social Connections and Cultural Participation, and

- Civic Engagement and Cultural Expression.

In Autumn 2021, it is intended that an interactive dashboard of indicators associated with 
each of these dimensions will be made available by the Central Statistics Office.  

This initial Framework will be developed further through consultation and engagement with 
policy makers, stakeholders, regional communities and citizens.  Its development will also be 
supported by the use of the Framework in informing and shaping the direction of public policy.

The Mid-Year Expenditure Report has set out my Department’s perspective on how the 
Well-being Framework can be utilised to locate well-being within existing expenditure policy 
in order to inform efforts to improve the impact of public policy on people’s lives and to build 
knowledge of well-being as a policy objective, in order to better understand policy challenges 
and inform the design and implementation of more effective public policies.    

An updated report will be submitted to Government in early 2022 and will include an up-
dated vision and framework, progress on addressing data gaps, and set out recommendations 
for longer-term structures for developing and embedding the Framework. 

27/07/2021WRCC01400Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRCC01500467. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
will produce daily updates on the EU Digital COVID Certificate roll-out. [40006/21]

27/07/2021WRCC01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): There has 
been a huge amount of work across Government Departments and the HSE to ensure the in-
troduction of Certificates for Ireland’s full participation in the EU DCC scheme by 19th July 
2021. This included the issuing of certificates to those who are fully vaccinated and negative 
test results provided by authorised COVID test providers and laboratories. The certificates is-
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sue by email where an email address was provided or via the postal system where no email was 
recorded. 

Currently, daily updates are available on the Gov.ie website. 

27/07/2021WRCC01700Departmental Bodies

27/07/2021WRCC01800468. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the agen-
cies and State organisations under his Department that are receiving State funding that do not 
have to declare salaries of employees under the 2016 code of governance; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40041/21]

27/07/2021WRCC01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I wish to 
advise the Deputy that the relevant bodies under the aegis of my Department in receipt of fund-
ing from the State declare the salaries of their respective employees, as set out in the Code of 
Practice for the Governance of State Bodies 2016.

27/07/2021WRCC02000Office of Public Works

27/07/2021WRCC02100469. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
expected publication date of the final report as part of the Phoenix Park transport and mobility 
options study. [40087/21]

27/07/2021WRCC02200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The Phoenix Park Transport and Mobility Options Study, Post-Consultation 
Report will be published by Minister Patrick O’Donovan on Tuesday, 27 July at 10.00 a.m. 

27/07/2021WRCC02300Departmental Functions

27/07/2021WRCC02400470. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
Department’s role in the collection of disaggregated data as it relates to Government spending. 
[40099/21]

27/07/2021WRCC02500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Performance 
budgeting was introduced in 2011 as part of a suite of reforms to the public expenditure frame-
work and involves the routine use of performance information alongside financial details as 
part of the budget process. A key aim of the performance budgeting initiative is to maximise 
the reporting of relevant quantitative metrics capable of being used to assess trends over time 
in order to underpin the scrutiny and appraisal of expenditure programmes.  The annual Public 
Service Performance Report seeks to present this information in a clear and accessible way in 
order to increase transparency and accountability. 

Building on this progress, my Department successfully applied for funding to develop the 
Performance Budgeting Framework and systems under the EU Structural Reform Support Pro-
gramme. This project incorporates all elements of Performance Budgeting, including Equality 
Budgeting and Green Budgeting, and also has linkages with the development of the Well-being 
Framework. The project is underway and focuses on key priorities such as improving the IT 
framework for Performance Budgeting and increased “tagging” of expenditure.

In 2019, my Department, in liaison with the Department of Justice and Equality, commis-
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sioned the OECD to undertake a Policy Scan of Equality Budgeting in Ireland. This was pub-
lished in tandem with Budget 2020. The report reviews Ireland’s equality budgeting programme 
and provides recommendations on its further development, in light of international experience. 

One of the recommendations of the OECD Policy Scan relates to the development of an 
equality data strategy to further bolster the impact of Equality Budgeting. Monitoring and re-
porting from a given dimension of equality is only possible if the necessary disaggregated data 
is available. With this in mind, the CSO has conducted a data audit to evaluate the quality of 
existing administrative datasets from an equality perspective. This audit was guided by a sub-
group of the Equality Budgeting Expert Advisory Group, and a report was published in October 
2020. This will inform future work in relation to an equality data strategy.

Detailed information on the allocations to each Vote is also published in the Revised Es-
timates for Public Services (REV) in December of each year, which breaks down funding al-
located by programme and subhead. This publication also includes information on key outputs 
and activities and on context and impact indicators to provide information on performance.  

Additionally, to provide greater transparency to the wider society in relation to public ex-
penditure issues, a breakdown of expenditure data by Department can be found on the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform’s databank, which can be found at databank.per.gov.ie. 
This website provides detail on expenditure back to 1994. Further to this, data visualisations of 
gross expenditure from 2011 to date are available on whereyourmoneygoes.gov.ie. 

In addition to the data provided as part of the whole of year Estimates process, the Open 
Data Unit in my Department also provides information via the national Open Data Portal.  The 
portal manages over 12,000 datasets created by 145 public sector bodies who publish their data 
to the portal.  The Open Data Unit provides this forum for publishing non-personal data at its 
most granular level in a non-proprietary format, with an open data licence (CC-BY 4.0).  The 
data is provided with explanatory metadata - allowing free re-use by all.  However, it does not 
create or store this data, but provides training, organisational and technical support to public 
bodies, where necessary.  Ireland’s Open Data Portal is recognised as a leader in the EU and 
OECD and the Open Data Unit can facilitate requests for data from members of the public.

27/07/2021WRCC02600Heritage Sites

27/07/2021WRCC02700471. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
there are any further developments in relation to the long-term plans for the historic Westgate 
House on Narrow West Street in Drogheda, County Louth; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40124/21]

27/07/2021WRCC02800Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The property at Westgate House in Drogheda is the subject of an intra-State 
transfer between the Commissioners of Public Works and Louth County Council.

I understand from my officials that they continue to engage with officials in Louth County 
Council with a view to finalising the transfer of the property, which is due to be completed 
shortly.   The long-term plans for the property will be determined by the Council.

27/07/2021WRCC02900Heritage Sites

27/07/2021WRCC03000472. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
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details of discussions between his Department and Louth County Council to bring the site St. 
Laurence’s Gate in Drogheda town centre back into use and open to the public to draw much 
needed tourism to the town; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40133/21]

27/07/2021WRCC03100Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): While there has been contact between Louth County Council and the Office 
of Public Works regarding St Laurence’s Gate, a more meaningful discussion surrounding the 
provision of a sustainable and efficient visitor presentation model is premature given the current 
concerns and issues surrounding the  condition of the site.

As previously advised, it is the view of the Commissioners of Public Works that the site 
should in the future, be managed locally and the Commissioners are happy to consider any 
proposal in this regard.

27/07/2021WRCC03200Flood Risk Management

27/07/2021WRCC03300473. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
latest status of the CFRAM schemes relating to Drogheda, Dundalk and Blackrock, Carlingford 
and Greenore, Ardee, Baltray and Mornington; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40142/21]

27/07/2021WRCC03400Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): Through the Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) 
Programme, detailed engineering analysis, assessment and extensive public consultation was 
undertaken for 300 communities throughout Ireland, including 90 coastal areas, which in 2012 
were identified as being most likely to be impacted by future coastal and fluvial flooding. 

One key output of the CFRAM Programme were the Flood Risk Management Plans 
(FRMP’s) that contain proposed flood relief measures - informed by costs, benefits and envi-
ronmental factors - to address the flood risk in each community and nationwide.  

The evidence provided by the CFRAM Programme, launched in May 2018, supports the 
Government’s €1bn planned investment in flood relief through the National Development Plan 
2018-2027 as part of Project Ireland 2040.   

As part of this, Louth County Council, working with the Office of Public Works, has agreed 
to be the Lead Authority in the delivery of flood relief schemes at Dundalk / Blackrock South, 
Drogheda, Carlingford / Greenore, Baltray and Ardee, all of which are in the first tranche of 
projects being progressed.

- The proposed flood relief scheme at Dundalk / Blackrock South includes the Ardee Flood 
Relief Scheme and will protect some 1,880 properties when completed.

- The proposed flood relief scheme at Drogheda and Baltray will protect some 450 proper-
ties when completed.

- The proposed flood relief scheme at Carlingford and Greenore will protect some 409 prop-
erties when completed. 

The tender for Engineering Consultancy Services was awarded in 2020 to Binnies (formerly 
Black and Veatch) and Nicholas O ‘Dwyer (Joint Venture) for the Dundalk/Blackrock South 
and Ardee projects that are being progressed simultaneously.   

The Engineering Consultancy Services tender brief for Drogheda and Baltray, was adver-
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tised in December 2020 and the outcome of the tender evaluation for this project is imminent.  

The Engineering Consultancy Services tender brief for the Carlingford and Greenore scheme 
is currently being developed and is due to be published in the coming months.   

Once consultants are appointed to progress each scheme, consultation with statutory and 
non-statutory bodies, as well as the general public, will take place at the appropriate stages to 
ensure that all parties have the opportunity to input into the development of the proposals within 
the Scheme. 

In 2012, the OPW completed €4.5m investment in a flood relief scheme in Mornington that 
is protecting some 160 properties. The CFRAM Programme has proposed that an extension 
to this existing scheme may be required to address some additional flood risk. As the scale of 
investment is small, estimated to be approximately €500,000 Meath County Council has agreed 
to lead on the development of a further scheme for this area. Funding for this is being provided 
by the OPW.

27/07/2021WRCC03500Office of Public Works

27/07/2021WRCC03600474. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if a 
local community organisation will be facilitated on OPW-owned lands for the provision of a 
community facility (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40405/21]

27/07/2021WRCC03700Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): Since the inception of Ionad an Bhlascaoid at Dun Chaoin, the OPW has 
been highly engaged with the local community and Fondúireacht an Bhlascaoid in seeking to 
meet the cultural and social needs of the community. 

The OPW’s role is to animate and present our national archaeological, natural and cultural 
heritage through compelling visitor experiences. The lands at Ionad an Bhlascaoid were ac-
quired and are maintained by the State for the purpose of presenting the unique natural, literary 
and cultural legacy of the Blasket Islands.

The new Viewing Platform, which opened in 2020 following substantial investment, links 
to the headland walks and provides excellent outdoor recreation amenity for local, national 
and international visitors. We do not believe a playground would be compatible with the wider 
landscape surrounding the Ionad. Playgrounds are available in Ballyferriter and Dingle, 8km 
and 14km respectively from Ionad an Bhlascaoid.

As part of the current ongoing project works, parking, toilets, café and visitor facilities are 
planned to cater for the visitors to the Ionad. The additional visitor demand from users of the 
playground has not been factored into the building capacity or operating capacity of the site. 
Our vision is for much increased visitor numbers coming to engage with the great literary leg-
acy of the Blaskets and the cultural life of the area. The facilities at the Ionad are not designed 
to meet the additional capacity demands that we know would be associated with a playground 
attraction. 

We appreciate this may not be the outcome the community was hoping for but the OPW will 
continue to work closely with Comharchumann Dhún Chaoin and Fondúireacht an Bhlascaoid 
to develop the cultural and social programming at the Ionad to best meet the needs of the local 
community throughout the calendar.
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27/07/2021WRCC03800Flood Risk Management

27/07/2021WRCC03900475. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
up-to-date position in respect of efforts to prevent future flooding at a location (details supplied) 
in County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40406/21]

27/07/2021WRCC04000Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): Kerry County Council carried out a pre-feasibility study for the Sneem area, 
the recommendation of which was to carry out further more detailed river modelling to assess 
the feasibility of the measures identified in the pre-feasibility study. Working in co-operation 
with Kerry County Council, the Office of Public Works (OPW) completed this assessment in 
April, 2021.  This assessment concluded that no viable flood risk management measure for 
delivery though the OPW Minor Flood Mitigation Works and Coastal Protection Scheme was 
identified. 

Kerry County Council has informed the OPW that the current owners of the ‘Atlantic Gate-
way’ development, where all of the at risk properties are located, intend to progress their own 
flood risk management measures to protect the development. The OPW, through Kerry County 
Council, have committed to providing data to assist in the design of the works.

27/07/2021WRCC04100Harbours and Piers

27/07/2021WRCC04200476. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform his 
plans for the provision of an improved and safer landing facility on An Blascaod Mór; if the 
preferred solution has been costed; if there is an indicative timeframe for the project; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40407/21]

27/07/2021WRCC04300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The provision of improved landing facilities on An Blascaod Mór is a long-
held objective of the Office of Public Works.

A steering group was established several years ago comprising representatives from Kerry 
County Council, the OPW, the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service, and Fáilte Ireland. The OPW intends to reconvene this 
group to seek to advance this project. Due to the location and sensitivities of the Great Blasket 
from a marine ecology and biodiversity perspective, there are complex requirements to ensure 
the successful delivery of the project. Updated costing and a timeline are expected as an output 
of reconvening this group.

The OPW intends to continue to pursue this matter in conjunction with relevant agencies. 
Ultimately, the delivery of improved pier and landing facilities on the Island would be subject 
to relevant planning permission and the availability of funding.

27/07/2021WRCC04400Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRCC04500477. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the fund-
ing that has been allocated by his Department for projects and initiatives in County Tipperary 
over the past 12 months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40494/21]

27/07/2021WRCC04600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Due to the 
nature of its role, my Department has not allocated funding to projects in County Tipperary 
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in the last year from its own Votes.  The main purpose of projects and associated investment 
undertaken by my Department is to deliver greater effectiveness and efficiency across the Civil 
and Public Service.  While all counties ultimately benefit from my Department’s reform plans 
by delivering a more effective Civil and Public Service, any project expenditure is primarily 
invested in the Department’s own ICT systems.

27/07/2021WRCC04700Courts Service

27/07/2021WRCC04800478. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if he 
has engaged with criminal barristers on their pay restoration given the cuts to their professional 
fees since 2008 and the lack of restoration; if he is planning on addressing this disparity; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40554/21]

27/07/2021WRCC04900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, the reductions in counsel fees over the period of 2009-2011 were under-
pinned by Government decisions and formed part of a broader Government need to reduce costs 
across the public service.   

I fully acknowledge and appreciate the very important work undertaken by barristers who 
prosecute criminal work on behalf of the State and my Department has engaged constructively 
with key stakeholders including the Bar Council of Ireland, the Office of Director of Public 
Prosecutions and the Department of Justice in relation to this matter.  In particular it has sought 
evidence to support any claims that the reductions imposed are linked to significant recruit-
ment and retention issues, thereby potentially adversely impacting the administration of justice.   
While my Department has not yet been provided with evidential data to support such claims, it 
remains available to review any further information that may be provided. 

My Department has also sought advice from the Attorney General’s Office as to whether the 
State has an obligation in relation to these professional fees.  My Department will continue to 
keep this issue under review and engage with key stakeholders, as appropriate. 

27/07/2021WRCC05000Flood Risk Management

27/07/2021WRCC05100479. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform when 
he will sign off on the flood relief scheme for Enniscorthy, County Wexford; the progress of this 
work; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40627/21]

27/07/2021WRCC05200Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The Enniscorthy (River Slaney) flood defence scheme is being progressed 
by Wexford County Council (WCC) on behalf of the Commissioners of Public Works as a 
scheme under the Arterial Drainage Acts 1945 and 1995. This is a significant scheme within the 
Office of Public Works €1 billion flood relief investment programme nationally, from which the 
relevant funding for the Enniscorthy scheme will be made available, and on completion will 
protect 236 properties in the town.

The Scheme requires formal confirmation from the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform (MPER) to proceed. This is a statutory requirement under the Arterial Drainage 
Acts(ADA), which now, under the recent European Union (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
(Arterial Drainage) Regulations 2019, also requires the MPER to carry out an Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) of the proposed Scheme. This involves, inter alia, a formal review 
by MPER of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) commissioned by WCC 
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and recently submitted (along with a Natura Impact Statement) to MPER as part of the formal 
Confirmation process.

DPER ran the statutory public consultation period required in relation to this process from 
July 28th to August 28th, 2020. The initial phase of the review of the EIAR and NIS was car-
ried out by consultants engaged for this purpose by DPER, during September and early Octo-
ber. DPER subsequently forwarded submissions from the public consultation, and the EIAR 
and NIS reviews, to the OPW, along with a request for supplementary information, pursuant to 
ADA regulations 2019, to ensure that the design of the scheme complies with relevant environ-
mental directives and regulations. 

The OPW, Wexford County Council, and scheme consultants Mott Mc Donald formally 
submitted their response to DPER in the final week of April 2021.  DPER confirms that they 
have received the independent consultants’ review of this information and will be meeting with 
their consultants shortly to discuss some aspects of their analysis, with a view to confirming the 
scheme. It is not possible to provide a specific timeline for a formal decision regarding confir-
mation in advance of that. 

Completion of the above tasks and the progression of the flood relief scheme is a priority for 
all parties. In parallel with the confirmation process, OPW and Wexford County Council have 
been working on the following to ensure as efficient progression of the works as possible once 
the scheme is confirmed –

- Foreshore Licence Application- public consultation has  been completed, documentation 
is under review by the Department of Housing, Local Government & Heritage, and approval is 
expected 2021.

- Technical approvals have been received from Irish Rail for the railway line crossings and 
from Irish Water for the diversion of services, the legal agreements with Irish Rail and Irish 
Water are      complete, and will be signed post confirmation.

Tender Pre-qualification for contractors for the bridgeworks was re-advertised and is cur-
rently being assessed. This will expedite contractor appointment post-confirmation.

- Service Diversions - the detailed design & tender documents for these works are complete, 
the tender for these works will be advertised following scheme confirmation.

- Archaeological excavations are ongoing.

- Treatment of invasive species (e.g. Japanese Knotweed) is ongoing.

27/07/2021WRDD00200Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRDD00300480. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the last 
occasion on which a Department-wide review of all funding within his Department took place; 
the frequency of such reviews; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40641/21]

27/07/2021WRDD00400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): As the Dep-
uty is aware, my Department operates in a constantly evolving strategic context.  The Depart-
ment will continue to adapt both its reform programme and expenditure monitoring and evalu-
ation programme activities, so that it can deliver on Government objectives, EU commitments 
and support the economic, social and climate-related progress in keeping with the requirement 
to return to a broadly balanced budget over the medium term.   In this context, the Department 
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is engaged in reviewing its funding on an ongoing basis.

The Department is currently engaged in its annual estimates process where all of its expen-
diture and programme activities are reviewed.  Each business unit returns a standard template 
reviewing its current year financial performance, as well as estimating the funds required for 
each to deliver its public goods.  Later in the year, as part of the business planning process, each 
division within the Department outlines its deliverables for the following year and recalibrates 
its activities and funding requirements based on its appraisal of how its current public goods 
are being delivered. 

Each month, the Management Board also reviews the financial performance and expendi-
ture of the Department.  It also carries out a value for money review of all IT and consultancy 
projects in excess of €25,000 twice a year.

As the challenges facing our society change, so too do the activities that are required to be 
undertaken by my Department. This has always been a key expenditure driver of the Depart-
ment since its establishment in 2011.  A recent example of this has been the establishment of 
the Construction Innovation Support subhead that will support and encourage the industry to 
develop and leverage technology to increase its productivity in partnership with a third level 
institution.    

27/07/2021WRDD00500Child and Family Agency

27/07/2021WRDD00600481. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
his views on the pay restoration issue faced by social care workers (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40939/21]

27/07/2021WRDD00700482. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
when her Department will commit to allocate funding to Tusla to enable similar pay restoration 
for section 56 part-funded agencies such as an agency (details supplied) given that a precedent 
has already been set with HSE section 39 pay restoration. [40940/21]

27/07/2021WRDD00800483. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
if the additional yearly funding requirement will be included in his Department’s 2021 budget 
through the revised estimates process. [40941/21]

27/07/2021WRDD00900484. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if 
the additional yearly funding requirement be included in Department’s 2022 budget by default 
for each year hereafter. [40942/21]

27/07/2021WRDD01000Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 481 to 484, inclusive, together.

I appreciate the valuable work of the community and voluntary sector that provide services 
to children and families across Ireland.  The issues raised in the Deputy’s questions relate to 
the funding of such organisations by Tusla. Under Section 56 of the Child and Family Agency 
Act 2013, the funding of these organisations is a matter for the Minister for Children, Equality, 
Disability, Integration and Youth.

  Question No. 482 answered with Question No. 481.

  Question No. 483 answered with Question No. 481.

  Question No. 484 answered with Question No. 481.
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27/07/2021WRDD01400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRDD01500485. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
amount spent on the Covid-19 support schemes in tabular form. [40982/21]

27/07/2021WRDD01600Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): Across 2020 
and 2021, Government will have made available over €31 billion for direct expenditure mea-
sures to support our people, businesses and key public services deal with the impacts of Co-
vid-19. 

Over €16½ billion was allocated during 2020 with provision for almost €12 billion made 
as part of Budget 2021 and further funding of approximately €3 billion to be allocated for the 
measures in the Economic Recovery Plan (ERP). Amounts provided across both years for some 
of the key schemes are indicated in the table below. Further details on the measures funded by 
the 2021 allocations are outlined in the Mid-Year Expenditure Report (MYER), published last 
week. 

- 2020 2021 Total 
- €bn €bn €bn 
Social Protection 10.1 10.1 20.1 
of which: Pandemic 
Unemployment Pay-
ment 

5.1 3.3 8.4 

EWSS/TWSS 4.5 2.4 6.9 
Other (illness bene-
fit, activation mea-
sures, etc.) 

0.5 1.5 2.0 

ERP extension of the 
EWSS (Q3 2021) 

1.2 1.2 

ERP extension PUP 0.5 0.5 
ERP provision for 
EWSS extension (Q4 
2021) 

1.2 1.2 

Health 2.6 1.9 4.5 
of which: capacity, 
equipment, PPE, 
testing 

2.6 1.9 

Education 0.3 0.3 0.6 
of which: Road-
map for Reopening 
Schools 

0.1 

Further and Higher 
Education, Research, 
Innovation and Sci-
ence

0.3 0.1 0.5 
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- 2020 2021 Total 
- €bn €bn €bn 
Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment

0.9 0.3 1.3 

of which: Liquidity 
supports and Busi-
ness Restart Grants 

0.5 

July Stimulus includ-
ing additional funds 
for Restart Grants 

0.5 

Business Support 
Schemes 

0.3 

Housing, Local 
Government and 
Heritage 

1.1 0.5 1.6 

of which: Commer-
cial Rates Waiver 

0.9 0.3 

ERP extension to the 
Commercial Rates 
Waiver 

0.2 

Transport 0.6 0.4 1.0 
of which: Public 
Service Obligation 

0.5 0.4 

Other Departments 0.6 0.4 1.0 

Covid Contingency 
Fund - earmarked 
expenditure 

0.7 0.7  

TOTAL DIRECT 
EXPENDITURE 

16.6 14.8 31.4 

*Rounding affects totals

Finalised figures for actual spending of Covid-19 allocations in 2020 will be available when 
the 2020 Appropriation Accounts are completed, however a preliminary estimate is included in 
Annex 1 of the MYER.  

27/07/2021WRDD01700Public Sector Pay

27/07/2021WRDD01800486. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the estimated full year cost of repealing the FEMPI legislation. [41221/21]

27/07/2021WRDD01900Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The phased 
unwinding of the Financial Emergency legislation commenced under the Financial Emergency 
Measures in the Public Interest Act 2015 and will be completed under the Public Services Pay 
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and Pensions Act 2017 and the Public Service Pay Act 2021.

On 1 July 2021, under Section 19 of the Public Service Pay and Pensions Act 2017, pay 
restoration for all public servants with annualised salaries up to €150,000 was completed. This 
brought the proportion of public servants whose salaries have been fully restored up to 99%. 

By 1 July 2022, Section 20 of the Act provides for the completion of FEMPI restoration for 
public servants with annualised basic salaries of more than €150,000.  

The estimated full year cost of these measures is approximately €87m, based on public ser-
vice numbers for Budget 2021.

Each year, under the terms of the FEMPI Act 2013, I am obliged to carry out an annual re-
view of the operation, effectiveness and impact of the FEMPI Acts, having regard to the overall 
economic conditions in the State and national competitiveness. In this annual review, I am also 
to consider whether or not any of the provision of the relevant Acts continue to be necessary 
having regard to the purposes of those Acts, the revenues of the State and State commitments in 
respect of public service pay and pensions. 

The 2021 annual review, a written report of which was laid before the Houses of the Oireach-
tas in June 2021, recommended the continuation of the unwinding of the FEMPI measures in 
line with the legislation. 

27/07/2021WRDD02000Public Sector Pay

27/07/2021WRDD02100487. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the estimated full year cost of paying all employed public sector staff on the pre-2011 pay grade. 
[41222/21]

27/07/2021WRDD02200Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): The reduced 
new entrant pay scales for civil and public servants introduced in 2011 were abolished in 2013 
under the Haddington Road Agreement, where it was agreed to merge the new scales and exist-
ing scales - typically by adding the lower two points of the new scale to the existing scale. As 
such there are no separate reduced pay scales for civil and public servants.

Under the Public Service Stability Agreement (PSSA) 2018 – 2020, it was agreed to ex-
amine the remaining salary scale issues, associated with the addition of the extra points, for 
those recruited to entry grades after January 2011. The report, laid before the Houses of the 
Oireachtas in March 2018, estimated the point in time cost of advancing new entrants to the 
public service two points along their incremental scales. The report estimated a cost of €199.8m 
in respect of 60,513 new entrants, an average cost of €3,300 per FTE.

The report is available to view here 

h t tps : / /www.gov. i e /pdf /? f i l e=h t tps : / / a s se t s .gov. i e /4035 /071218124404-
860d0916d18542c1baa10ffa7dc482d5.pdf#page=1 

Following this report, negotiations with the Public Services Committee of the Irish Con-
gress of Trade Unions took place over 2018 resulting in an agreement on new entrant salary 
scales being reached in September 2018. 

The main components of the agreement are:

- where two additional scale points were applied to pay scales under the Haddington Road 
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Agreement, it was agreed that there will be two separate interventions in the pay scales as they 
apply to new entrant public servants recruited since January 2011.

- the two separate interventions will take place at point 4 and point 8 of the pay scales. The 
practical effect of this is that for new entrants the relevant points on the scale will be bypassed, 
thereby reducing the time spent on the scale for progression to the maximum point.

- in situations where only one point was added to the existing pay scale under Haddington 
Road, then the first point (i.e. Point 4) is bypassed by eligible new entrants.

- this measure was applied from 1 March 2019 and will be applied to each new entrant as 
they reach the relevant scale points (point 4 and point 8) on their current increment date. 

This is an agreement of considerable scale and complexity, each element of which was the 
product of negotiation with ICTU. 

In respect of new entrant teachers the parties to Building Momentum 2021-2022 agreed that 
in final conclusion to the arrangements put in place in September 2018, as part of the Public 
Service Stability Agreement, 2018-2020, the following measures will be implemented to re-
solve in full the remaining salary scale issues pertaining to new entrant teachers.

- New entrant teachers who have been recruited since 1 January 2011, after progressing to 
point 11 of the teaching salary scale will, on their next increment date, move to point 13.

- New entrant teachers, recruited since 1 January 2011, who have already reached point 12 
or higher on the teaching salary scale, will on their next increment date after the commencement 
of the Agreement, move one point further than they would under normal incremental progres-
sion.  

These arrangements are set out in section 4.3 of the Agreement.

27/07/2021WRDD02300Public Sector Pay

27/07/2021WRDD02400488. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the estimated full year cost of paying TDs all salary increments due between now and the end 
of 2022. [41223/21]

27/07/2021WRDD02500Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): As the Dep-
uty will be aware, TDs do not get incremental salary increases and instead are on a fixed point 
scale.   There is therefore no cost in relation to increments.

27/07/2021WRDD02600Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRDD02700489. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
EU Digital Covid Certificate used for travel and indoor dining indicates the time period after the 
second dose after which a person is considered fully vaccinated; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41291/21]

27/07/2021WRDD02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): My Depart-
ment is working closely with other Departments and the HSE to ensure that EU Digital Covid  
Certificate (EU DCC) meets the Regulation as set down by the EU. 

The EU DCC Regulation is intended to facilitate people’s fundamental right to move and 
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reside freely and help to support the lifting of restrictions currently in place in a coordinated 
manner within the EU. It can be used by Member States for other domestic purposes. The EU 
DCC contains a limited amount of necessary information as outlined in the EU Regulation and 
in line with GDPR principles of data minimisation. It does not contain the time period after the 
second dose after which a person is considered fully vaccinated. 

As per the EU Regulation, the data fields for the EU Digital Covid Vaccination Certificate 
are:

- name: surname(s) and forename(s), in that order;

- date of birth;

- disease or agent targeted: COVID-19 (SARS-CoV-2 or one of its variants);

- COVID-19 vaccine or prophylaxis;

- COVID-19 vaccine product name;

- COVID-19 vaccine marketing authorisation holder or manufacturer;

- number in a series of doses as well as the overall number of doses in the series;

- date of vaccination, indicating the date of the latest dose received;

- Member State or third country in which the vaccine was administered;

- certificate issuer;

- unique certificate identifier. 

Individuals should receive their EU DCC when they are fully vaccinated. If the HSE has 
a valid email address from the vaccination process – individuals will get their DCC by email. 
Otherwise, they will get their certificate via post. These DCCs are currently being emailed or 
posted.

27/07/2021WRDD02900Cybersecurity Policy

27/07/2021WRDD03000490. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the role 
and powers of the Office of the Government Chief Information Officer in relation to informa-
tion security throughout Government Departments and public agencies. [41402/21]

27/07/2021WRDD03100491. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the ser-
vice framework, governance framework and technical framework recommended by the Office 
of the Government Chief Information Officer prior to the HSE ransomware attack. [41403/21]

27/07/2021WRDD03200492. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the ser-
vice framework, governance framework and technical framework recommended by the Office 
of the Government Chief Information Officer since the HSE ransomware attack. [41404/21]

27/07/2021WRDD03300493. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform if the 
Government Chief Information Officer has any responsibilities in relation to national defence 
and security. [41405/21]

27/07/2021WRDD03400Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 490 to 493, inclusive, together.
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The Office of the Government CIO (OGCIO), which is a division in my Department, is 
responsible for developing and implementing the Public Sector ICT Strategy and providing 
guidance, support and advice on a number of fronts. It ensures an integrated approach to the ex-
ploitation of ICT including, accelerating the delivery of digital services across all Departments 
and Public Service Bodies.  The direction, support and guidance given by the OGCIO does not 
lessen the accountability of organisations which continue to be directly responsible for the ef-
fective and appropriate delivery of secure digital and ICT related initiatives.

The OGCIO in its role as a service provider to a number of Public Sector Bodies imple-
ments a multi-layered defence-in-depth approach to cybersecurity and to protecting ICT sys-
tems, infrastructures, and services and have developed an Information Security Management 
System (ISMS) aligned with the industry security standard ISO27001. This ISMS provides an 
overall governance framework for information security and sets out security policies, objec-
tives, management oversight, practices and governance and ensures continual improvement of 
information security management.  OGCIO’s defence-in-depth security strategy is achieved by 
utilisation of people, processes, and technology to support the implementation of ICT security 
services was in place before, and continues to be in place since, the HSE Ransomware attack. 

The threat landscape is constantly evolving and significant effort is expended to continually 
enhance and strengthen ICT security to mitigate against emerging threats, risks, vulnerabilities 
and cybersecurity issues. In addition to deploying perimeter security measures, such as intru-
sion protection systems, software vulnerabilities are managed by maintaining up-to-date ver-
sions and aggressively deploying updates and patches to endpoints and applications as they 
become available. OGCIO also continues to work closely with the National Cyber Security 
Centre (NCSC), in particular with regard to security strategy. The NCSC is a division of the 
Department of Communications, Climate Action & Environment and encompasses the State’s 
national/governmental Computer Security Incident Response Team (CSIRT-IE). The NCSC 
works collaboratively with the Defence Forces, An Garda Síochána and the National Security 
Analysis Centre (NSAC) in the Department of the Taoiseach.

  Question No. 491 answered with Question No. 490.

  Question No. 492 answered with Question No. 490.

  Question No. 493 answered with Question No. 490.

27/07/2021WRDD03800Data Protection

27/07/2021WRDD03900494. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media if she will avail herself of the opportunity presented by sections 42 and 
44 of the Data Protection Act 2018 and the General Data Protection Regulation (EU) 2016/679 
of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 2016 to introduce data protection 
exemptions for archiving purposes in the public interest and for historical research such as to 
be compatible with enhanced public access to the National Archives collections of non-Depart-
mental material. [39780/21]

27/07/2021WRDD04000517. Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the provisions that are in place currently to permit public access, inspection, copying 
and or publication of non-Departmental collections and documents and records in the National 
Archives and related repositories of such collections and documents managed or held by other 
public service organisations, including records of the Irish Land Commission formerly trans-
ferred to the Public Records Office under the now-repealed Irish Church Act Amendment Act, 
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1881. [39598/21]

27/07/2021WRDD04100518. Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if she will avail herself of the opportunity presented by sections 42 and 44 of the 
Data Protection Act, 2018 and the General Data Protection Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 2016 to introduce data protection exemp-
tions for archiving purposes in the public interest and for historical research such as to be com-
patible with enhanced public access to the National Archives collections of non-Departmental 
material; if she will make regulations to alleviate present restrictions on public access, inspec-
tion and copying of non-Departmental archives; if she will enhance publication and rights of 
public access, inspection and copying of such archives; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [39599/21]

27/07/2021WRDD04200522. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media the provisions in place currently to permit public access, inspection, 
copying and publication of non-Departmental collections and documents and records in the 
National Archives and related repositories of such collections and documents managed or held 
by other public service organisations including records of the Irish Land Commission formerly 
transferred to the Public Records Office under the now-repealed Irish Church Act Amendment 
Act 1881. [39779/21]

27/07/2021WRDD04300523. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media if she will make regulations to alleviate present restrictions on public 
access, inspection and copying of non-Departmental archives. [39781/21]

27/07/2021WRDD04400524. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media if she will enhance publication and rights of public access, inspection 
and copying of non-Departmental archives. [39782/21]

27/07/2021WRDD04500Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 494, 517, 518, 522, 523 and 524 together.

The statutory functions of the Director of the National Archives primarily relate to “De-
partmental records” and “archives in the custody of the National Archives”. There are limited 
“non-Department archives” in the National Archives and as Minister with responsibility for the 
National Archives, I have no authority over access to and publication of archives not held in the 
National Archives and not encompassed by the National Archives Act 1986.  

The provision of access to specific departmental or non-departmental records can be con-
strained by various practical factors, such as storage resources in the National Archives and in 
Government Departments or other transferring bodies as well as competing archival priorities. 
The physical condition of the records can also be a factor in the degree of accessibility that can 
be granted, or the time it takes before such records may be made fit for release to the public as 
per section 10(7) of the National Archives Act, 1986, in terms of preservation and conservation 
work, cataloguing, listing and digitisation. 

The National Archives also has no specific role in relation to records held in other reposi-
tories and/or public service organisations, except those that are listed in the Schedule to the 
National Archives Act 1986, or any organisations whose establishing legislation has brought 
them under the remit of the National Archives Act.  

The Irish Church Act Amendment Act, 1881, dissolved the Church Temporalities Commis-
sion and transferred its remaining functions to the Irish Land Commission. The Church Tem-
poralities Commission records are therefore “Departmental records” as the Land Commission 
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is a body listed in the Schedule to the National Archives Act, 1986.  Whilst some records of the 
Church Temporalities Commission have been deposited in the National Archives by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, the National Archives currently does not have staff or physical working 
space to process the records in order to make them available to the public in a safe and secure 
manner, nor the necessary accessible long term storage space to accommodate the records at 
this time. The specific reference to the Irish Church Act Amendment Act, 1881 in the main body 
of the text of the National Archives Act, 1986 is in Section 18:

18.—(1) except as provided by law— (a) a person shall not remove archives from the Na-
tional Archives; (b) a person shall not remove from the Irish Land Commission records trans-
ferred thereto under the Irish Church Act Amendment Act, 1881; 

In relation to additional storage requirements of the National Archives, the new Repository 
building project   will convert the warehouse at the main Bishop Street building into a secure 
environmentally controlled repository complying with internationally accepted storage stan-
dards while providing an increase of two-thirds in the total storage capacity of the National 
Archives. Work has already been competed on the removal of archives from the warehouse of 
the National Archives as well as investigative works and other preparatory works. The project 
is being overseen by the Office of Public Works.  

In March, I was delighted to give approval to the Office of Public Works (OPW) to progress 
the project to contract stage. The total cost of the project is estimated by the OPW at circa. €24 
million and the OPW envisages a 16 month construction period for this project once they award 
the contract. Following completion of construction, the installation of the shelving would take 
up to a further 6 months. As the project has been delayed due to COVID-19, it is estimated that 
the project will now be completed in 2023. 

Finally, the Data Protection Act, 2018 was progressed through the Oireachtas by the Min-
ister of Justice and it is the responsibility of individual Departments and State bodies to ensure 
they abide by the provisions of that legislation. 

27/07/2021WRDD04600School Funding

27/07/2021WRDD04700495. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the number of schools that currently benefit from the creative schools pro-
gramme; the funding allocated to each school under the programme; and the overall costs to the 
State. [40730/21]

27/07/2021WRDD04800Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The Creative Youth Plan was published by the government in December 2017 as one 
of the five pillars of the Creative Ireland Programme.   The Plan sets out a number of measures 
designed to enable the creative potential of every young person, both within the formal educa-
tion system and in informal or community settings.

As well as specific measures and strategies, the Plan proposes a broader long-term objective 
– to help promote a society in which knowledge and creativity are equal partners in the forma-
tion of our young people and where schools can support creativity and innovation in teaching 
and learning in an integrated way.

Implementation of the Plan is led by my Department in partnership with the Department of 
Education, the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth and the Arts 
Council. Significant progress on the delivery of its objectives has been achieved to date. Further 
details on the range of initiatives and projects which are being supported under the Creative 
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Youth Plan are available from the Creative Ireland Programme website here.

Commenced in September 2018, Creative Schools is one of the key in-school initiatives of 
the Creative Youth Plan and is managed by the Arts Council. The initiative supports schools 
to put arts and creativity at the heart of school life, supporting them to develop and implement 
their own creative plan, while strengthening the relationships between schools and the broader 
cultural and community infrastructure.  It recognises that schools play an important role in 
providing opportunities for children to participate in arts and culture, and also the important 
role that such participation can have in the overall development and education of young people.

The initiative provides tangible supports to participating schools. Each school is supported 
by a Creative Associate, who works closely with the school to examine their current engage-
ment with the arts and creativity, and to assist them in developing a sustainable Creative Schools 
Plan. In addition, each participating school receives a grant of €2,000 per annum for 2 years.  
The total budgeted expenditure on the programme for 2021 amounts to €2.9 million.

During the most recent academic year 314 schools right across the country participated in 
the initiative – including primary and post-primary schools, YouthReach centres, schools in 
DEIS areas and special schools. Earlier this year, in consultation with my colleague the Min-
ister for Education, I announced an increase in the number of participating schools that would 
be invited to join the programme this year.  In September next a further 190 schools will take 
part in Creative Schools, this builds upon the increased intake which I provided for in 2020 and 
will bring to 654 the total number of schools that have been able to start a new creative journey 
through the programme since its launch in 2018.

27/07/2021WRDD04900Social Media

27/07/2021WRDD05000496. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media her plans to help regulate social media companies to prevent online abuse and to 
ensure safety of their users; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40813/21]

27/07/2021WRDD05100Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The Online Safety and Media Regulation (OSMR) Bill will establish a multi-person 
Media Commission, including an Online Safety Commissioner, dissolve the Broadcasting Au-
thority of Ireland, establish regulatory frameworks for online safety and the regulation of audio-
visual media services, and transpose the revised Audiovisual Media Services Directive.

It will be the role of the Online Safety Commissioner to oversee the regulatory framework 
for online safety. As part of the framework, the Commissioner will devise binding online safety 
codes that will set out how regulated online services, including social media services, are ex-
pected to deal with certain defined categories of harmful online content on their platforms. The 
defined categories of harmful online content include criminal material, serious cyberbullying 
material and material promoting self-harm, suicide and eating disorders.

In the event of failure to comply with a relevant online safety code, and subject to Court ap-
proval, the Media Commission will have the power to sanction non-compliant online services, 
including through financial sanctions of up to €20m or 10% of turnover.

Detailed legal drafting of the Bill by the Office of the Attorney General is near completion. 
In addition to this, the Joint Oireachtas Committee has commenced pre-legislative scrutiny of 
the General Scheme of the Bill, including oral hearings which began on 13 April 2021. 
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27/07/2021WREE00200Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WREE00300497. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the guidelines of operation in terms of sporting organisations reducing risk; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40955/21]

27/07/2021WREE00400Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Responsibility for the preparation and implementation of 
such guidelines is a matter for each National Governing Body (NGB) concerned.  Different 
sports have different public liability risk profiles reflecting the specific characteristics of that 
sport. 

NGBs are accordingly best placed to consider and decide upon the optimum risk mitigation 
and reduction measures to deploy in order to enhance participant safety, minimise risk and re-
duce insurance costs. Further information on the guidelines currently in place is available from 
the websites of the sports in question. 

27/07/2021WREE00500Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WREE00600498. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if her Department in consultation with the Department of Health will publish 
ventilation guidelines for hospitality settings; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40985/21]

27/07/2021WREE00700Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Covid-19 operational guidelines for tourism hospitality settings are available from 
Fáilte Ireland. The operational guidelines include comprehensive guidance on ventilation in-
cluding a requirement that the guidance outlined in the “Work Safely Protocol” should be ad-
hered to including appropriate measures in relation to implementation of effective ventilation. 
This includes guidance on increasing airflow, air extraction systems, and the use of CO2 moni-
tors. 

I have referred the Deputy’s question to Fáilte Ireland for further details on the relevant 
guidance.  Please contact my private office if you have not received a reply within ten working 
days. 

27/07/2021WREE00800Arts Policy

27/07/2021WREE00900499. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media the estimated full year cost of funding for the arts to 0.6% of GDP and 
0.6% of GNI*. [41258/21]

27/07/2021WREE01000Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The 2020 preliminary figure for Ireland’s Gross Domestic Product at current market 
prices as published by the Central Statistics Office on 15 July 2021 is €372,869 million and 
0.6% of this is €2,237 million.  

The equivalent figure for Gross National Income at current market prices published on the 
same date is €283,735 million and 0.6% of this figure is €1,702 million.

Full details are available at www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-nie/nie2020/main-
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aggregates/

The Deputy may also wish to note that the European Union publishes data on the share of 
general government expenditure on cultural services, broadcasting and publishing services.  
This is based on data gathered by Eurostat as part of the data collection exercise on government 
expenditure.  Under this process, the general government sector is defined as consisting of in-
stitutional units which are non-market producers whose output is intended for individual and 
collective consumption, and are financed by compulsory payments made by units belonging to 
other sectors, and institutional units principally engaged in the redistribution of national income 
and wealth. The general government sector comprises central government, state government, 
local government and social security funds.

The latest published data, for 2019, can be found at  ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-ex-
plained/index.php?title=Culture_statistics_-_government_expenditure_on_cultural,_broad-
casting_and_publishing_services&oldid=524139.  It shows that the general government ex-
penditure on cultural services, broadcasting and publishing services in Ireland in that year was 
in line with the EU average.

27/07/2021WREE01100Arts Policy

27/07/2021WREE01200500. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media the estimated full year cost of providing artists, musicians and live en-
tertainment workers a basic income of €350 per week. [41259/21]

27/07/2021WREE01300543. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the planning made for the introduction of a universal basic income for all artists; 
when it will commence; the persons in the art world that can avail of it; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [40571/21]

27/07/2021WREE01400587. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the status of the pilot project of basic income for artists; if a timeline has been estab-
lished; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41391/21]

27/07/2021WREE01500588. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if comedians will be eligible for inclusion in the pilot project of basic income for 
artists. [41392/21]

27/07/2021WREE01600Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 500, 543, 587 and 588 together.

The Arts and Culture Recovery Taskforce report Life Worth Living, was published in No-
vember 2020 and made ten recommendations for the sector.   The recommendations included a 
proposal to pilot a basic income scheme for a three-year period in the arts, culture, audiovisual 
and live performance and events sectors.   

I was delighted that as part of the Economic Recovery Plan launched on June 1st, I secured 
agreement from Government for a Basic Income Guarantee pilot scheme for artists.  The Gov-
ernment recognises that bold steps are necessary for our invaluable and much treasured arts 
community to come back stronger than ever before. 

I have recently established an Oversight Group with the remit of addressing the outstand-
ing recommendations of the Life Worth Living  report. The membership of the Group is drawn 
from Departments and Agencies which have the ability and wherewithal to make appropriate 
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progress on the outstanding recommendations, including the Basic Income Guarantee pilot. 

The Oversight Group held its first meeting on May 27th  chaired by my Department and 
joined by representatives of the Departments of Finance, Social Protection, Public Expenditure 
and Reform as well as Enterprise, Trade and Employment.  The Directors of the Arts Council 
and Screen Ireland are also members alongside a representative of the County and City Manag-
ers’ Association.

I have asked the Oversight Group to prioritise the manner in which a Basic Income Guaran-
tee pilot scheme for artists will be delivered.  As the work of the group has only recently begun 
it is too early to say with any certainty what the details of the pilot scheme will be.  

27/07/2021WREE01700Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WREE01800501. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the timeline for the reopening of indoor sport; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [41337/21]

27/07/2021WREE01900Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Since 7 June, indoor sports, swimming pools and leisure 
centres have been allowed to re-open for individual training purposes and for the provision of 
swimming classes.  Any decision on the further lifting of the restrictions, and its timing, is a 
matter for Government and not for individual Ministerial decision. The Government has indi-
cated that any such decision will be considered in the context of the prevailing public health 
situation and vaccination roll-out.

On 29 June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and society 
in line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead  , with an emphasis on lower risk activi-
ties given the risks posed by the Delta variant. 

The Government continues to follow its plan to review and monitor the control of the virus 
and follow the prevailing public health advice in support of a safe and gradual reopening, in line 
with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.    Unfortunately this means that indoor activi-
ties in groups or classes cannot be permitted at present.  Detailed Information and updates may 
be accessed on the Gov.ie website. 

27/07/2021WREE02000Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WREE02100502. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media when in the Roadmap for Reopening the Economy and Society it is expected 
indoor sports will be considered for reopening in particular indoor gym and indoor dance class-
es. [41417/21]

27/07/2021WREE02200Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Since 7 June, gyms, indoor sports, dance, swimming pools 
and leisure centres have been allowed to re-open for individual training purposes and for the 
provision of swimming classes.  Any decision on the further lifting of the restrictions to include 
classes, and its timing, is a matter for Government and not for individual Ministerial decision. 
The Government has indicated that any such decision will be considered in the context of the 
prevailing public health situation and vaccination roll-out.

On 29 June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and society 
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in line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead  , with an emphasis on lower risk activi-
ties given the risks posed by the Delta variant.  

The Government continues to follow its plan to review and monitor the control of the virus 
and follow the prevailing public health advice in support of a safe and gradual reopening, in line 
with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.    Unfortunately this means that indoor activi-
ties in groups or classes cannot be permitted at present.  Detailed Information and updates may 
be accessed on the Gov.ie website. 

27/07/2021WREE02300Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WREE02400503. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media when in the Roadmap for Reopening the Economy and Society it is expected 
further details will be provided on arrangements for weddings. [41418/21]

27/07/2021WREE02500Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Throughout the period of the pandemic the Government has made special provision 
for weddings in view of the importance of these occasions to couples and the level of planning 
that is involved for couples and their families. In this regard, the Government decided today 
to increase the number of guests allowed at weddings from 50 to 100 from 5th August. We are 
continuing to monitor disease progression and vaccination roll-out and will give further consid-
eration to arrangements for weddings as the epidemiological situation evolves.   

27/07/2021WREE02525Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WREE02550504. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media when sports grounds will be in a position to return to full capacity; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [39096/21]

27/07/2021WREE02575Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): From 5 July the numbers permitted at outdoor organised 
events have increased to a maximum of 200 for the majority of venues, with a maximum of 500 
for outdoor stadia/venues with a minimum accredited capacity of 5,000. In addition to that, my 
Department has been working since October 2020 with a combined working group of the FAI, 
the IRFU and the GAA and Sport Ireland.  The working group’s guidelines, prepared with the 
assistance of health and safety experts, are designed for use by event organisers and have been 
published. The guidelines describe how spectators can safely be accommodated at sporting 
events.

The pilot events use measures to mitigate against Covid-19 including reduced attendances, 
careful communication with spectators, physical distancing, mask-wearing, the careful man-
agement of entrance and departure of spectators and hand sanitising. Spectators are required to 
agree to a code of conduct for the event and advised not to attend if they are feeling the symp-
toms of Covid-19.  Full refunds are available to spectators should they need to stay away from 
the event for health reasons. Sporting bodies apply the guidelines to each event. The specific 
circumstances and unique character of each venue are taken into account when considering at-
tendances for events.

Pilot events are necessary as a proof of concept for the safe management of events in line 
with the guidelines whilst Covid-19 is still circulating in our communities. They assess and 
build confidence in the Covid-19 guidance and event management protocols developed by sec-
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tors. The pilot events have allowed sports bodies and stadiums to put in place the necessary 
safety measures and have allowed for  the safe return of spectators. Pilot events are being held 
not just in Dublin but throughout the country. For example, in the period to today’s date, events 
will have been held in Sligo, Mayo, Limerick, Cork, Tipperary and Dublin. Athletics, cricket, 
association football, gaelic football, camogie, hurling and rugby are some of the examples of 
the sports involved.

Pilots are reviewed by the working group in the week following the hosting of the pilot 
events and results are shared. The guidelines will be updated at the end of the pilot events if 
need be to reflect any lessons learned.

In regard to the broader return of spectators, the Government will take into account learn-
ings in regard to the pilot events and will make its decision based on the evolving public health 
situation including vaccination levels, the prevalence of the virus and the associated hospitali-
sations and deaths.   

27/07/2021WREE02600Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WREE02700505. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if indoor summer camps such as art camps are permitted to take place; if not, 
if a date will be given for when they can take place; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [39159/21]

27/07/2021WREE02800Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): On 29 June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and 
society in line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead, with an emphasis on lower risk 
activities given the risks posed by the Delta variant.   

Details of current public health measures can be found online at gov.ie.  Gov.ie provides the 
current position with respect to summer camps: www.gov.ie/en/press-release/7894b-post-cab-
inet-statement-resilience-and-recovery-the-path-ahead/#summer-camps.  It provides that sum-
mer camps should adhere to public health measures on organised indoor and outdoor activities 
as appropriate, applying at the time. Currently outdoor camps can go ahead, but indoor camps 
are not permitted.

The public health measures decided upon by Government are also given effect in regula-
tions made by the Minister for Health under Section 31A of the Health Act of 1937.  The current 
regulations are Health Act 1947 (Section 31A – Temporary Restrictions)(COVID-19)(No.2)
(Amendment)(No.5) Regulations 2021 (S.I. 329 of 2021) which set limits on attendances at 
organised outdoor events and do not provide for any organised indoor events.  

27/07/2021WREE02900Sports Funding

27/07/2021WREE03000506. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if she has held meetings with the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform in 
relation to increasing the amount available to her Department for the Sports Capital Fund. 
[39171/21]

27/07/2021WREE03100Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The Sports Capital and Equipment Programme (SCEP) is 
the primary vehicle for Government support for the development of sports and recreation facili-
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ties and the purchase of non-personal sports equipment throughout the country. Over 13,000 
projects have now benefited from sports capital funding since 1998, bringing the total alloca-
tions in that time to over €1 billion.  The Programme for Government commits to continuing 
the SCEP and to prioritise the investment in disadvantaged areas. 

The 2020 round of the SCEP closed for applications on Monday 1st   March. By the closing 
date, 3,106 applications were submitted seeking over €200 million in funding. This is the high-
est number of applications ever received. The scoring system and assessment manual for the 
2020 round was finalised earlier in the year and is available at www.sportscapitalprogramme.
ie . All applications are being assessed in accordance with this manual.  Assessment of the 
“equipment-only” applications is nearing completion and an announcement in relation to these 
grants will be made shortly. The remaining applications for capital works will be assessed im-
mediately afterwards with these allocations expected before the end of the year.

No decision on the total final allocation amount will be made until all applications have 
been assessed. Every effort will be made to fund as many worthwhile projects as possible while 
providing a sufficient level of grant to ensure the projects are viable.  While a minimum of 
€40m is available, the level of funding will be kept under review, in the context of drawdown 
demands for older SCEP grants. 

27/07/2021WREE03200Sports Organisations

27/07/2021WREE03300507. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media further to her response to a club (details supplied), if further advice can be is-
sued to the club in order to progress the mater; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[39206/21]

27/07/2021WREE03400Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): As the club in question is not affiliated to the relevant Na-
tional Governing Body, Motorsport Ireland, events organised by this club cannot be considered 
sporting events within the meaning of the public health regulations. The exemptions from re-
strictions that are available for sporting events are contingent on those events being held under 
the auspices of a National Governing Body (NGB) recognised and supported by Sport Ireland, 
or a school, university or higher education institution. This legislative requirement reflects the 
work undertaken by those officially recognised NGBs to develop and implement protocols for 
the safe return to training and competition, with guidance from Sport Ireland and the Expert 
Group on Return to Sport established by my Department. The detailed and comprehensive pro-
tocols applied for sports training and competition are aligned with international best practice, 
and informed by experience. In addition, the NGB structure allows for a degree of oversight of 
their affiliated clubs to ensure that the protocols in place are being adhered to, which provides 
an important assurance from the public health standpoint.

The Government has no plans to extend the current provisions for sporting events to in-
clude unaffiliated clubs, which it considers to be fully justified by the prevailing public health 
situation. Unaffiliated clubs therefore remain subject to the general rules on organised outdoor 
events, details of which are available at  www.gov.ie/en/press-release/7894b-post-cabinet-state-
ment-resilience-and-recovery-the-path-ahead/

Both Sport Ireland and I would encourage this particular club to communicate directly with 
the NGB for motorsport, Motorsport Ireland, which will be in a position to provide general 
advice and guidance on the applicable affiliation process. 
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27/07/2021WREE03500Sports Funding

27/07/2021WREE03600508. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the status of the release of a grant to a sports club (details supplied) in County 
Kildare; if same will be communicated to the club; and if there are outstanding issues for the 
club to address and or resolve in respect of documentation. [39218/21]

27/07/2021WREE03700Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The club referred to by the Deputy was provisionally allo-
cated a grant of €81,500 under the 2017 Sports Capital Programme (SCP) for the development 
of an artificial playing surface and a further €83,343 under the 2018 SCP towards the provision 
of floodlights and non-personal sports equipment.

I understand the Chief State Solicitor’s Office (CSSO) continues to liaise with the grantee’s 
solicitor in relation to outstanding legal requirements in relation to the first grant.  The latest 
correspondence issued from the CSSO earlier this week. It will not be possible to provide for-
mal approval for either amount until all legal formalities have been completed in each case.  
Once the legal formalities have been completed, there will be no undue delay in paying the 
relevant grants   subject to the other necessary documentation being submitted by the club.

27/07/2021WREE03725Caiteachas Gaeilge agus Gaeltachta

27/07/2021WREE03750509. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, Gael-
tachta, Spóirt agus Meán an méid a bhí díolta, ina iomláine, briste síos de réir contae, do Mhná 
Tí sa bhliain 2020 mar chúiteamh. [39243/21]

27/07/2021WREE03800510. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, Gael-
tachta, Spóirt agus Meán an méid a bhí díolta do Mhná Tí sa bhliain 2020 mar chúiteamh briste 
síos de réir incrimintí de €100; agus cé mhéad Ban Tí a fuair íocaíocht idir €300-€400, €400-
€500 srl. [39244/21]

27/07/2021WREE03850511. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, Gael-
tachta, Spóirt agus Meán an bhfuil sé ar intinn aici deontas nuathionscanta a thabhairt isteach, 
cosúil leis an deontas a tugadh isteach do ghnólachtaí eile, do Mhná Tí mar gheall ar na costais 
bhreise a bheidh orthu agus iad ag atosú in 2022. [39245/21]

27/07/2021WREE03875512. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, Gael-
tachta, Spóirt agus Meán an ndéanfaidh sí athbhreithniú ar an bpróiseas cúiteamh do Mhná Tí 
chun a chinntiú nach bhfuil an méid cúiteamh a íoctar bunaithe ar 2019 amháin i gcásanna ina 
bhfuil cúinsí eisceachtúla i gceist. [39246/21]

27/07/2021WREE03887513. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, Gael-
tachta, Spóirt agus Meán an bhfuil sé ar intinn aici íocaíocht bhuan d’íosmhéid áirithe a thab-
hairt isteach do Mhná Tí leis na costais bhuana, mar shampla árachas, innealtóireacht srl a 
chlúdach. [39247/21]

27/07/2021WREE03893514. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Pearse Doherty den  Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, Gael-
tachta, Spóirt agus Meán an mbeidh sí sásta an spriocdháta d’iarratais le haghaidh cúiteamh do 
Mhná Tí, atá socraithe don Aoine an 16 Iúil 2021, a shíneadh amach mar nach bhfuil an fhoirm 
ar fáil i leagan crua agus go gcaithfear an fhoirm a phriontáil amach. [39248/21]

27/07/2021WREE03896Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Mar is eol don Teachta, rinneadh cinneadh i mí Bealtaine 
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nach bhféadfadh coláistí Gaeilge feidhmiú den dara bhliain as a chéile mar gheall ar COV-
ID-19. Rinneadh an cinneadh sin ar bhonn comhdhearcaidh, tar éis dom dul i ndáil comhairle le 
páirtithe leasmhara - idir lucht lóistín, lucht stiúrtha na gcoláistí agus lucht stiúrtha hallaí pobail 
ábhartha na Gaeltachta araon. 

De thoradh an chiste ar fiú €2.2m a d’fhógair mé le gairid, beidh a fhios ag an Teachta go 
mbeidh cúnamh atá 25% níos fearr ná ciste cobhsaithe 2020 á chur ar fáil láithreach ar leas an 
tuairim is 700 teaghlach Gaeltachta atá aitheanta faoin gcóras.

Is mar aitheantas ar chostais bhreise atá ar na teaghlaigh atá an tacaíocht faoin scéim méa-
daithe i mbliana.  Mar a bhí anuraidh, beidh an méid tacaíochta a fhaigheann gach teaghlach 
bunaithe ar líon na scoláirí a choinnigh siad i 2019.

Tá próiseáil iarratas ó cheann ceann na Gaeltachta idir lámha ag mo Roinn agus tuigtear 
dom go bhfuil íocaíochta déanta cheana féin le formhór na dteaghlach i gcontaetha Dhún na 
nGall, Mhaigh Eo, na Mí agus Chorcaí.  I gcás nach bhfuil iarratais faighte ag mo Roinn ó 
theaghlaigh atá incháilithe faoin scéim, rachaidh oifigigh mo Roinne i dteagmháil leo chun a 
chumasú dóibh iarratas a dhéanamh. Sna cúinsí sin, ní gá síneadh a foirmeálta a chur leis an 
spriocdháta d’iarratais.

Leagtar amach sa tábla thíos caitachas na Roinne le teaghlaigh faoin gciste cobhsaithe de 
réir contae Gaeltachta. Níl briseadh síos de réir teaghlach ar fáil: 

Contae Líon teaghlach SFG 
2019

Líon scoláirí SFG 
2019

Íoctha* le teaghlaigh 
2020

Dún na nGall 191 5,445 €306,668
Maigh Eo 44 3,278 €115,124
Gaillimh 391 12,660 €922,300
An Mhí 9 257 €17,840
Ciarraí 47 3,328 €161,144
Corcaigh 15 451 €6,456
Port Láirge 15 1,258 €21,160
Iomlán 712 26,677 €1,550,692
*Ní áirítear anseo aon íocaíocht a rinneadh le teaghlaigh i leith roinnt cúrsaí a reáchtáladh 

ag tús 2019 ná aon íocaíocht i leith brúnna ná coláistí cónaithe. Níor chóir aon tátal staitis-
ticiúil a dhéanamh ó na figiúirí sa tábla seo.

Ní choinníonn mo Roinn staitisticí maidir leis na  hincrimintí airgeadais ina dtiteann na 
teaghlaigh a fhaigheann tacaíocht faoin scéim.

27/07/2021WREE03898Cúrsaí Gaeilge

27/07/2021WREE03900515. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, 
Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán an ndéanfaidh sí an taifead iomlán den Daonáireamh Ginearálta 
Speisialta ar Cheantair ina Labhraítear Gaeilge a rinne An Garda Síochána sa bhliain 1925, agus 
a cuireadh, de réir comhfhreagras a fuaireamar ón Aire Dlí agus Cirt, go Brainse Staidrimh na 
Roinne Tionscail agus Tráchtála a bhí ann ag an am, a fhoilsiú go luath agus sinn ag teacht suas 
go dtí céad bliain ó tugadh aitheantas Stáit don Ghaeltacht; cá bhfuil an taifead sin lonnaithe, 
agus an bhfuil aon chaomhnú, digitiú nó staidéar á dhéanamh ar na sonraí ann cheana féin. 
[39277/21]
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27/07/2021WREE04000Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Mar a chuir mé in iúl i mo freagra ar cheisteanna Dála 238, 
239 agus 240 ar an ábhar chéanna, tá curtha in iúl ag an Phríomh-Oifig Staidrimh dom nach 
ndéantar rangú ar an Daonáireamh Speisialta Gaeltachta 1925 mar Dhaonáireamh Daonra, mar 
níor tugadh faoi faoin Acht Staidrimh 1993 nó faoi aon cheann de na hachtacháin aisghairmithe, 
agus mar sin ní bhaineann Alt 35 den Acht Staidrimh 1993 leis. 

Cé go dtuigim gur thug an Garda Síochána faoin áireamh, a bhí mar dhlúthchuid d’obair 
Choimisiún na Gaeltachta sa bhliain 1925, níl fáil ar aon chóip den áireamh seo ag mo Roinnse 
nó ag an gCartlann Náisiúnta. 

Is oth liom nach féidir le mo Roinn níos mó faisnéise a chur ar fáil ach má thagann an 
Teachta ar bhreis sonraí maidir leis an ábhar, is féidir leis teagmháil a dhéanamh le m’oifig.

27/07/2021WREE04100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WREE04200516. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the number of applications to date to the music entertainment business assistance 
scheme; the number of applications approved; the number refused; the funding allocated to 
date; and the funding as yet unallocated. [39536/21]

27/07/2021WREE04300530. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if she will review the music and entertainment business assistance scheme to cre-
ate a lower turnover of €15,000 to €20,000 and remove the minimum cost to align with the 
small business assistance scheme for Covid; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40206/21]

27/07/2021WREE04400544. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media her views on whether there has been sufficient advertising of the music and 
entertainment business assistance scheme; and if she will consider any future advertising and 
awareness campaigns in advance of the final application deadline. [40598/21]

27/07/2021WREE04500545. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the position regarding the music and entertainment business assistance scheme; 
the number of applications have been made both successful and unsuccessful to date; if all suc-
cessful grants have been drawn down; and if there is a timeline for payment of outstanding 
monies owed to applicants. [40609/21]

27/07/2021WREE04600546. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the reason business costs are included in the music and entertainment business 
assistance scheme when they are not a qualifying criterion for other Government grants includ-
ing the small business assistance scheme for COVID; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [40611/21]

27/07/2021WREE04700549. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the reason minimum business costs are required of applicants for the music 
and entertainment business assistance scheme despite not being a requirement for the new event 
sector Covid support scheme, small business assistance scheme for Covid-19 or the business 
continuity schemes from Fáilte Ireland. [40701/21]

27/07/2021WREE04800550. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the reason a step-by-step online video guide or explanatory webinar was not 
provided to assist in explaining the music and entertainment business assistance scheme ap-
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plication form to potential applicants, in particular the more technical questions in the form. 
[40702/21]

27/07/2021WREE04900551. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the reason the music and entertainment business assistance scheme includes 
a commitment to publishing the names of successful grantees, despite this not being a require-
ment in other schemes such as the event sector Covid support scheme which only states names 
may be published.; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40703/21]

27/07/2021WREE05000552. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the reason grant payments for the music and entertainment business assistance 
scheme have not yet been issued, despite applications having opened over six weeks ago on 9 
June 2021. [40704/21]

27/07/2021WREE05100553. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the reason the wait time between applying and approval for the music and en-
tertainment business assistance scheme is inconsistent; if her attention has been drawn to some 
applicants being approved within days of applying while others who had applied before them 
are left waiting for weeks for a decision; and the reason for the apparent random order in which 
applications are approved. [40705/21]

27/07/2021WREE05200554. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the process an application for the music and entertainment business assistance 
scheme goes through between the submission of the application to approval or refusal of the 
application; if applications are processed chronologically in the order in which they are submit-
ted in a first-come-first-served manner; if there is a procedure by which it is decided to process 
certain applications as a priority over others previously submitted; and if so, the person charged 
with making such decisions. [40706/21]

27/07/2021WREE05300555. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the number of applications made by the original deadline of 7 July 2021, the 
first extended deadline of 21 July 2021 and in total to date for the music and entertainment 
business assistance scheme; and the number of applications her Department had anticipated or 
estimated when it announced the €14 million allocation for the scheme. [40707/21]

27/07/2021WREE05400556. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the reason her Department understands to be the cause of the music and enter-
tainment business assistance scheme receiving such a low uptake; the additional measures that 
were undertaken to address these reasons and increase awareness and uptake when the deadline 
was extended to 21 July 2021 and then again to 3 August 2021; the reason the scheme was not 
modified in the interim to attract a higher number of applications or ease access to the scheme; 
and if her Department gave any consideration to modifying the scheme. [40708/21]

27/07/2021WREE05500557. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media  if her Department is of the view that the unnecessary extra criteria not applica-
ble to other Covid-19 supports for businesses, such as the minimum business costs and publish-
ing of grantee names, that the application not being sufficiently simple or properly explained, or 
that a lack of awareness about the grant and the way it applies to the cohort it intends to assist, 
contributed to the low uptake of the music and entertainment business assistance scheme and 
caused the need to extend the deadline for applications. [40709/21]

27/07/2021WREE05600558. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media the reason the music and entertainment business assistance scheme 
was created under de minimis aid regulations as opposed to the European Union’s Temporary 
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Framework for State Aid under which other schemes, including the small business assistance 
scheme for Covid-19, live performance support scheme and business continuity schemes under 
Fáilte Ireland, were created with the same rationale as MEBAS; and if this difference imply a 
difference in the degree to which the commitment to spend the allocated funding promised un-
der the scheme must be adhered to or require the extra obstacles not involved in the temporary 
framework schemes, such as the minimum business costs and publishing of grantee names. 
[40710/21]

27/07/2021WREE05700559. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the reason a lower threshold for turnover, such as €15,000, was not used 
for the music and entertainment business assistance scheme, especially given the sector being 
known to have a below average income and some of the lowest paid workers in precarious em-
ployment without minimum wage conditions to rely on; and if she will consider lowering the 
turnover threshold. [40711/21]

27/07/2021WREE05800560. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media her plans to continue to extend and if a commitment will be given to extend-
ing the deadline for application to the music and entertainment business assistance scheme until 
such time as the allocated funding is delivered to those for whom it was intended. [40712/21]

27/07/2021WREE05900572. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if she will address a series of matters in relation to Covid-19 supports for busi-
nesses (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40741/21]

27/07/2021WREE06000573. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if she will address a series of matters in relation to Covid-19 supports for busi-
nesses (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40742/21]

27/07/2021WREE06100Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 516, 530, 544, 545, 546, 549, 550, 551, 552, 553, 
554, 555, 556, 557, 558, 559, 560, 572 and 573 together.

As part of a €50 million suite of supports for the live entertainment sector, €14m has been 
made available for the Music and Entertainment Business Assistance Scheme (MEBAS) to 
make a contribution to the overheads of businesses that have been significantly negatively af-
fected by COVID-19 and that do not qualify for other business supports.  Under this scheme, 
self-employed businesses including musicians, singers, lighting and sound crew and audio 
equipment suppliers operating exclusively within the commercial live entertainment sector are 
eligible to apply. The application window for this scheme has recently been extended to 3 Au-
gust. 

It should be noted that this scheme is not a horizontal income support and grants are in-
tended to provide a contribution towards businesses costs which arise even if the business is not 
operating. Therefore, details of fixed costs are required to determine eligibility.  The scheme 
was developed in consultation with the sector and the eligibility criteria aims to strike an appro-
priate balance having regard to other available supports and the need to reach as many profes-
sional musicians and crew as possible. Grant recipients of MEBAS may also be published on 
the Department website, as is the case for other grants administered through this department.

Guidelines were made available prior to the scheme opening for applications to assist ap-
plicants in their preparation, along with a comprehensive Frequently Asked Questions section. 
Applicants may also contact the MEBAS team directly with questions they may have in relation 
to their applications. My department has also provided an online application system for ease of 
access with clear guidance and instruction therein.
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The scheme continues to be widely publicised on my department’s website on Gov.ie and 
throughout various social media channels, providing up to date information in relation to ex-
tensions to the application window.  Several representative and stakeholder groups have also 
published information in relation to the scheme.

Applications for this support are processed in chronological order. Once submitted, ap-
plications are reviewed and further information or requests for clarification are issued to the 
applicant where necessary. Once all details have been provided, a decision is made in line with 
the published criteria and guidelines and the outcome is communicated to the applicant. If an 
application has been approved, the applicant will be provided with details of the grant amount 
and when payment can be expected.  If an application has been unsuccessful, details are pro-
vided as to why the application was not approved for a grant, along with information regarding 
the appeals process. The payments process for grants approved as of last week will commence 
this week and this will see payments totalling almost €1.5 million made over the coming weeks. 

Grants provided under this scheme are classed as De Minimis State Aid. There is a ceiling of 
€200,000 for all De Minimis aid regardless of the source, given to any one enterprise or group 
by any state agency or public body over the last 3 years. Such amounts of De Minimis Aid are 
regarded as falling outside the category of State aid that is banned by the EC Treaty and can be 
awarded without notification to or clearance from the European Commission.

The Economic Recovery Plan   published on 1 June stated that Government recognises that 
as long as physical distancing remains a public health requirement, further supports may be 
needed for this sector. Officials have gained valuable insights from this scheme and will apply 
these learnings when considering further support measures, including those which have recent-
ly emerged from engagement with the sector and with stakeholders. Details of further measures 
will be announced in due course.

While it was difficult to determine how many applications would be submitted for this 
scheme, 589 applications were submitted by 7 July with a further 109 submitted by 21 July. 714 
applications have been received to date with 475 approved. 159 applications have been unsuc-
cessful, with the remaining applications currently being processed or awaiting further informa-
tion from the applicant.

  Question No. 517 answered with Question No. 494.

  Question No. 518 answered with Question No. 494.

27/07/2021WREE06400Sports Funding

27/07/2021WREE06500519. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the capital funding provided to ladies and men’s sports respectively in County 
Cork from 2015 to date in tabular form. [39648/21]

27/07/2021WREE06600Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The Sports Capital and Equipment Programme is the pri-
mary vehicle for Government support for the development of sports and physical recreation 
facilities and the purchase of non-personal sports equipment throughout the country.

The 2020 round of the Sports Capital and Equipment Programme closed for applications on 
Monday 1 March. By the closing date, 3,106 applications were submitted seeking over €200 
million in funding. This is the highest number of applications ever received.  The scoring sys-
tem and assessment manual for the 2020 round was finalised earlier in the year and is available 
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at www.sportscapitalprogramme.ie . All applications are being assessed in accordance with 
this manual.  Assessment of the “equipment-only” applications is nearing completion and an 
announcement in relation to these grants will be made shortly. The remaining applications for 
capital works will be assessed immediately afterwards with these allocations expected before 
the end of the year.

All applications, allocations and payments under the Programme are published on a 
county basis on my Department’s website at  www.gov.ie/en/service/d13385-sports-capital-
programme/#sports-capital-programme-applications-allocations-and-payments . A high pro-
portion of applicants under the programme have mixed membership so it is not possible to 
provide a breakdown between ladies and mens sport.    

27/07/2021WREE06700Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WREE06800520. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if aqua-aerobics classes can be permitted given that swimming pools are cur-
rently open for individual use; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39258/21]

27/07/2021WREE06900Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Since 7 June, indoor sports, swimming pools and leisure 
centres have been allowed to re-open for individual training purposes and for the provision of 
swimming classes.  The decision to exceptionally include swimming classes is in specific rec-
ognition of the contribution that such classes make to water safety and is not intended to cover 
other indoor fitness classes such as those mentioned by the Deputy. Any decision on the further 
lifting of the restrictions, and its timing, is a matter for Government and not for individual Min-
isterial decision. The Government has indicated that any such decision will be considered in the 
context of the prevailing public health situation and vaccination roll-out.

On 29 June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and society 
in line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead  , with an emphasis on lower risk activi-
ties given the risks posed by the Delta variant. 

The Government continues to follow its plan to review and monitor the control of the virus 
and follow the prevailing public health advice in support of a safe and gradual reopening, in line 
with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.    Unfortunately this means that indoor activi-
ties in groups or classes cannot be permitted at present.  Detailed Information and updates may 
be accessed on the gov.ie website.

27/07/2021WRFF00200Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRFF00300521. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, 
Gaeltacht, Sport and Media the plans in place for unvaccinated children utilising indoor play 
centres and camps; the effect this has on these facilities to reopen; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39733/21]

27/07/2021WRFF00400Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): On 29 June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and 
society in line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead, with an emphasis on lower risk 
activities given the risks posed by the Delta variant.   

Details of current public health measures can be found online at gov.ie.  Gov.ie provides 
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the current position with respect to indoor leisure facilities and summer camps: www.gov.ie/en/
press-release/7894b-post-cabinet-statement-resilience-and-recovery-the-path-ahead/#summer-
camps.  It provides that summer camps should adhere to public health measures on organised 
indoor and outdoor activities as appropriate, applying at the time. Currently outdoor camps can 
go ahead, but indoor camps are not permitted.  Additionally, it provides that indoor facilities 
including indoor play centres must remain closed. 

The public health measures decided upon by Government are also given effect in regula-
tions made by the Minister for Health under Section 31A of the Health Act of 1937.  The current 
regulations made under the Health Act 1947 (Section 31A) set limits on attendances at organ-
ised outdoor events and do not provide for any organised indoor events.

My colleague, the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth has 
policy responsibility for children and youth, including with respect to play and recreation.

  Question No. 522 answered with Question No. 494.

  Question No. 523 answered with Question No. 494.

  Question No. 524 answered with Question No. 494.

27/07/2021WRFF00800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRFF00900525. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media her plans to include the summer camp sector in the events sector scheme; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [40016/21]

27/07/2021WRFF01000539. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if summer and other camps for children will be added to the events sector for fi-
nancial support in the Covid-19 pandemic; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40464/21]

27/07/2021WRFF01100Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 525 and 539 together.

I recently announced details of a new €11.5 million Events Sector Covid Support Scheme 
(ESCSS). This scheme will target SMEs in the events sector which aren’t eligible for the CRSS 
and for whom the Music and Entertainment Business Assistance Scheme and the Small Busi-
ness Assistance Scheme for COVID-19 will not make a significant contribution to fixed costs 
relative to the level of support that would be available under CRSS, had such SMEs been 
eligible for that support. Grants will be paid on a once-off basis to successful applicants as a 
contribution to the businesses costs, up to a maximum of €50,000.

This scheme will be open to those SMEs who provide services to the events industry in-
cluding services to provide for the production of all forms of live performance, trade shows, in-
cluding event promoters, event management, conference organisers, security, supply of sound, 
lighting and stage equipment. Businesses whether sole traders, partnerships or incorporated 
entities operating within the events sector and who are ineligible for CRSS may apply.

Businesses providing summer and other camp services may wish to examine the eligibility 
criteria and guidelines for this scheme to determine if their individual businesses fall within the 
scope of this scheme.

This scheme will open for applications on 4th August, via an online application portal on 
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my Department’s website. Further information in relation to this scheme can be accessed on 
my Department’s website here - www.gov.ie/en/publication/7f483-guidelines-for-the-events-
sector-covid-support-scheme/.  

27/07/2021WRFF01200Departmental Bodies

27/07/2021WRFF01300526. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the agencies and State organisations under her Department that are receiving State 
funding that do not have to declare salaries of employees under the 2016 code of governance; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40045/21]

27/07/2021WRFF01400Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): There are 20 bodies under the aegis of my Department all of which  are subject to the 
2016 Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies. 

Chairpersons and Boards of all State bodies are required to implement Government policy 
in relation to the total remuneration package of the Chief Executive Officers (CEOs)/Manag-
ing Directors of State bodies.  Chairpersons and Boards of State bodies are also required to 
implement any relevant Government policy with regard to the remuneration of the Board and 
all other staff. The Code also sets out the business and financial reporting requirements to be 
observed by State bodies including personnel compensation. 

I trust that the above of assistance to the Deputy.  If the Deputy has a specific query in rela-
tion to any of the bodies under the aegis of my Department my officials will be happy to assist.

27/07/2021WRFF01500Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRFF01600527. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media further to Parliamentary Question No. 260 of 22 June 2021, if she will seek an 
urgent further update as to the position of the case given that the live event is due to take place 
in the coming weeks; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40056/21]

27/07/2021WRFF01700Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I allocated €50 million in 2021 to a suite of measures to assist the arts and culture 
sector.  As part of that funding, on Tuesday June 15th I announced the allocations for the €25m 
Live Performance Support Scheme (LPSS 2021). 

I was delighted to be in a position to fund 237 successful applications under this scheme, 
the details of which are available on my Department’s website.  There was a very high level of 
interest in this scheme, with over 400 applications requesting funding in excess of €80 million. 
Given the available funding of €25 million, difficult decisions had to be made and it was not be 
possible to award grants to everyone who applied.

The 237 grants awarded will help support employment and wellbeing opportunities across 
all genres and the continued production of high quality artistic output for the public.

In relation to the application to which the Deputy refers, the application was assessed by the 
Evaluation panel and a letter issued to the applicant earlier this week. 

27/07/2021WRFF01800Covid-19 Pandemic



Questions - Written Answers

260

27/07/2021WRFF01900528. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media when indoor sports such as squash will be permitted; if the Health (Amend-
ment) (No. 2) Act 2021 will enable vaccinated persons to play indoor sport; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [40074/21]

27/07/2021WRFF02000Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Since 7 June 2021, indoor sports, swimming pools and lei-
sure centres have been allowed to re-open for individual training purposes and for the provision 
of swimming classes.  Any decision on the further lifting of the restrictions, and its timing, is 
a matter for Government and not for individual Ministerial decision. The Government has in-
dicated that any such decision will be considered in the context of the prevailing public health 
situation and vaccination roll-out. 

On 29 June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and society 
in line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead  , with an emphasis on lower risk activi-
ties given the risks posed by the Delta variant. 

The Government continues to follow its plan to review and monitor the control of the virus 
and follow the prevailing public health advice in support of a safe and gradual reopening, in line 
with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.    Unfortunately this means that indoor activi-
ties in groups or classes cannot be permitted at present.  Detailed information and updates may 
be accessed on the Gov.ie website.

While there are no immediate plans to include indoor sport within the scope of the arrange-
ments in place for the indoor hospitality sector under the Health (Amendment) (No. 2) Act 
2021, I am mindful of the potential for these arrangements to provide a roadmap for the re-
opening of other sectors and will continue to engage with Government colleagues on the safe 
re-opening of all aspects of indoor and outdoor sports activities. 

27/07/2021WRFF02100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRFF02200529. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the number and monetary amount of grants provided by Fáilte Ireland to busi-
nesses under the outdoor seating and accessories for tourism and hospitality business scheme in 
tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40132/21]

27/07/2021WRFF02300Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The two-strand Outdoor Dining Enhancement Scheme is being delivered in partner-
ship between Fáilte Ireland and Local Authorities across the country.  Part One?of the?Scheme? 
(Outdoor Seating and Accessories for Tourism and Hospitality Services) is a grants scheme, 
supporting investment by individual tourism and hospitality businesses on?outdoor seating and 
accessories, which is administered and evaluated by the individual local authorities.  Part Two 
of the?Scheme (Weatherproofing and Outdoor Dining Infrastructure Enhancement Scheme), 
which is administered and evaluated directly by Fáilte Ireland, provides capital funding to local 
authorities for direct investment in weatherproofing and outdoor dining infrastructure.

With regard to the Deputy’s request for details of applications and grants under this Scheme, 
I have referred the matter on to Fáilte Ireland for direct response to the Deputy.  Please advise 
my private office if you do not receive a reply within ten working days.

  Question No. 530 answered with Question No. 516.
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27/07/2021WRFF02500Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRFF02600531. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media when all swimming lessons will resume; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [40257/21]

27/07/2021WRFF02700Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Since 7 June, indoor sports, swimming pools and leisure 
centres have been allowed to re-open for individual training purposes and for the provision of 
swimming classes.  Any decision on the further lifting of the restrictions, and its timing, is a 
matter for Government and not for individual Ministerial decision. The Government has indi-
cated that any such decision will be considered in the context of the prevailing public health 
situation and vaccination roll-out.

On 29 June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and society 
in line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead, with an emphasis on lower risk activities 
given the risks posed by the Delta variant. 

The Government continues to follow its plan to review and monitor the control of the virus 
and follow the prevailing public health advice in support of a safe and gradual reopening, in 
line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.   Detailed Information and updates may be 
accessed on the Gov.ie website.

27/07/2021WRFF02800Departmental Meetings

27/07/2021WRFF02900532. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the dates in 2020 and to date in 2021 she or her officials have met formally with 
persons (details supplied) in tabular form. [40330/21]

27/07/2021WRFF03000Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Details of my diary appointments and those of Minister 
Martin are published periodically in arrears on my Department’s website at www.gov.ie/en/
organisation-information/6e364-ministers-diaries/ .  

Currently Minister Martin’s diary is available up to November 2020 and my diary is avail-
able up to the end of January 2021.

Subsequent to this, meetings were held with the persons concerned on Monday 8 February 
2021 and Monday 10 May 2021.  

27/07/2021WRFF03100Raidió Teilifís Éireann

27/07/2021WRFF03200533. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the interaction she has had with RTÉ regarding its superannuation scheme; 
if she has engaged with pensioners that are experiencing issues with the broadcaster regarding 
their pension entitlement; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40338/21]

27/07/2021WRFF03300Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I can confirm that a proposal for an  increase in pension has been  submitted to my 
Department from the trustees of the RTÉ Superannuation Scheme.   This application is current-
ly under review by my Department and my officials have engaged with pensioners to provide 
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an update on the current status of this application.    

Once that review is completed, I will consider the matter and I will consult with the Minister 
for Public Expenditure and Reform. Section 85 of the RTE Superannuation scheme provides 
for authorisation of increases, from time to time, following determination by the Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform. 

27/07/2021WRFF03400Tourism Industry

27/07/2021WRFF03500534. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the number of overseas visitors to Ireland in 2020; the projected number of 
overseas visitors to Ireland in the entirety of 2021; the projected number of visitors for 2022; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40400/21]

27/07/2021WRFF03600Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The collection of official national tourism statistics is the responsibility of the Central 
Statistics Office (CSO). Unfortunately, due to the Covid pandemic, the CSO has not been in 
a position to collect and publish such statistics, including data on overseas visitors to Ireland, 
since March 2020. Officials in my Department have been engaging with the CSO on this issue 
with a view to reinstating such data collection as soon as circumstances allow.

27/07/2021WRFF03700Sports Events

27/07/2021WRFF03800535. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the up to date position regarding a potential bid by Ireland and other nations to 
host the 2030 World Cup; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40401/21]

27/07/2021WRFF03900Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Along with our UK partners my Department has been in-
volved in preliminary work to examine the possibility of bidding to jointly host the FIFA Men’s 
World Cup in Ireland and the UK.  A wide range of factors will be examined during this feasibil-
ity work prior to any final decision to bid. 

The partners involved include the  Government of Ireland, UK Government, Scottish Gov-
ernment, Welsh Assembly Government, Northern Ireland Executive, UK Sport, the Irish Foot-
ball Association, Football Association of Ireland, English Football Association, Scottish Foot-
ball Association, and Football Association of Wales. 

FIFA have indicated that the bid process for the 2030 FIFA Men’s World Cup will open in 
2022, with bids due to be submitted in 2024.  Any decision to bid will be made collaboratively, 
with a formal announcement to follow in due course.

27/07/2021WRFF04000Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRFF04100536. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if the allocations provided under the large-scale sports infrastructure fund 
will be topped-up to allow projects to be completed given the difficulties being faced by sport-
ing organisations in providing match funding due to Covid-19 and the construction inflation 
that has occurred since the original allocations; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40402/21]
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27/07/2021WRFF04200Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): The National Sports Policy as published in 2018 provided 
for the establishment of a Large Scale Sport Infrastructure Fund (LSSIF) and the National De-
velopment Plan provided a capital allocation of at least €100m for the Fund over the period to 
2027. 

The first allocations under the LSSIF were announced in January 2020 and thus far, approxi-
mately €86.4m has been awarded to 33 different proposals.   

The priority in the short term is to advance all of these projects. As it is now approximately 
18 months since the first allocations were made, and in view of the issues faced by grantees as 
a result of the Covid pandemic, it is timely to review progress on all projects. My Department 
is engaging with all applicants in this regard. As well as the progress on existing grants, the Re-
view is considering whether additional grants should be awarded including grants to previously 
unsuccessful applications. The timing of any new call for proposals is also being considered. 
Any new allocations, “top-up” grants or a new call for proposals, will be dependent on receiv-
ing additional funding for the LSSIF following the completion of the review of the National 
Development Plan. It is expected that my Department’s Review of the LSSIF will be completed 
in the coming months. 

27/07/2021WRFF04300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRFF04400537. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the supports for Irish writers that have been provided since the beginning of 
Covid-19; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40403/21]

27/07/2021WRFF04500Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Literature is an integral part of people’s lives in Ireland: books, stories, language and 
reading are essential to our culture and society. Ireland’s strong international reputation for 
literature is enhanced by contemporary writers who enjoy critical acclaim, win prestigious liter-
ary awards and attract significant readerships around the world.

Primary support for the arts including literature in Ireland is delivered by the Arts Council 
and it is independent in its funding decisions under the Arts Act 2003.  Funding for the Arts 
Council has increased to €130 million for 2021.  The Arts Council operates within a published 
ten-year strategic framework entitled Making Great Art Work.  The Arts Council supports and 
develops the arts in Ireland through grant funding, project awards, support to individual artists, 
and support to venues, publications and resource organisations.

From the outset of the COVID-19 crisis, the Arts Council adopted a pro-active approach to 
supporting individual artists of all genres as well as arts organisations.  One of the Council’s 
first actions was its announcement to honour all existing funding commitments, pre-funding 
grantees up to 90% of funding to assist with commitments, especially to artists.  Since then, the 
Arts Council introduced new and enhanced funding programmes such as commissions and bur-
saries. Further information of these investments can be accessed on the Arts Council’s website.

The Arts Council’s Literature budget in 2020 totalled €5.2 million, though it should be noted 
that this does not fully capture the Council’s investment in the art form, which is also supported 
through a range of other initiatives and budget lines.  These include supports for multidisci-
plinary and small festivals, arts centres, Aosdána and local authority partnerships.  Thus far in 
2021, the Council has committed approximately €5.6 million to its support for Literature, in-
cluding funding directly to writers, to festivals, key literature resource and children’s literature 
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organisations, as well as writers residencies in universities.  These figures incorporate funding 
to a range of publishers in the English and Irish languages – these include poetry and children 
literature publishers as well as a number of literary journals.  The Council leads, or is central to, 
a number of special initiatives in literature, such as the Laureate for Irish Fiction Laureate na 
nÓg and the Ireland Chair of Poetry.  

In 2020, the Arts Council awarded 110 bursaries with a total value of €1,567,800 to writers 
working through English and through Irish. This crucial support enables writers working across 
all genres – fiction, creative-nonfiction, poetry, children’s literature – to take time to develop 
and create work. In addition to this, the Covid 19 Response Award, introduced immediately af-
ter the introduction of the public health restrictions, saw 37 writers receive grants of €3k each, 
totalling €111k. 

The Arts Council introduced a new Professional Development Award for artists across all 
art forms; in Literature alone, the Council awarded 109 Professional Development Awards in 
2020, with a total value of just over €200k. The Council introduced a new Project Award in Lit-
erature, which supported writers and literary organisations in the creation of literature projects, 
and that resulted in 22 awards, totalling approximately €346k. A Literature Commission Award 
was introduced, and this supported arts organisations to directly commission writers to develop 
new work. Funding totalled just over €100k, was awarded to nine organisations and the funding 
was dedicated exclusively to artists’ and writers’ fees. 

So far in 2021, the Council has already awarded 69 Literature Bursaries (in English and 
Irish language literature) with a total value of 1,155,800. The Arts Council is in the process of 
assessing the most recent round, and the total budget that will be spent exclusively on the Lit-
erature Bursary Award is approximately €2 million.  

An Agility Award was introduced in 2021, and to date, the Council has supported 50 writers 
with a total value of €?220,750 through this open and flexible award. Round 2 of the Agility 
Award closed recently  and a third opportunity will be available to writers later this year. 

Details of these funding schemes and initiatives in support of literature can be viewed on 
the Arts Council’s website at the following link http://www.artscouncil.ie/Arts-in-Ireland/Lit-
erature/Schemes-and-initiatives/.  All of the recipients of all awards are available on the Art 
Council’s website.  

In terms of Irish language initiatives, I should add that my Department provides signifi-
cant funding to Foras na Gaeilge in order to carry out a statutory mandate to promote the Irish 
language on an all-island basis.  Foras provides ongoing support for publishing and litera-
ture through An Gúm, Clár na Leabhar Gaeilge, Áis and other initiatives.   An Gúm provides 
publications and facilities to support the language in the education system, Clár na Leabhar 
Gaeilge supports publishing in Irish through various funding schemes and ÁIS  distributes Irish 
language books throughout the country and further afield.  Other initiatives include support 
for key online publications (the newspaper Tuairisc.ie, the lifestyle magazine NÓS.ie and the 
current affairs magazine Comhar.ie) and literary festivals such as Listowel Writers Week and 
IMRAM.   Further information is available at the following link www.forasnagaeilge.ie/

Television Licence Fee

538. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the amount of revenue collected annually under the television licence fee; the 
cost of both collecting and enforcing television licensing; the breakdown for each; the percent-
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age of households compliant with television licensing annually; the net amount the television 
licence produces per the total number of households in the State; if she is satisfied with this net 
amount; her views on whether a better system could be considered; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40440/21]

Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Part 9 of the Broadcasting Act, 2009 makes provision for the administration of the TV 
licence fee regime. Licence fee receipts are comprised of receipts from direct sales by An Post, 
who act as my issuing agent for licence fee collection and a contribution from the Department 
of Social Protection in respect of free licences issued under the Household Benefits Scheme. 
The Broadcasting Act provides for the payment of collection costs to An Post, 7% of net re-
ceipts to the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland (BAI) for the Broadcasting Fund which supports 
the Sound and Vision and Archiving Schemes and the balance to RTÉ.

Total licence fee revenues collected in 2020 amounted to €222,551,619.96 of which An Post 
received €10,029,834.00. 

An Post makes every effort to reduce evasion  and  issues a number of reminders to evaders.  
Prosecution is a last resort.   In 2020 9,555 summons were issued and  4,581 cases went to court.  
Once prosecutions proceed to Court the cost is borne by the Courts Service and my Department 
does not have details of the costs incurred by the Courts Service.

The estimated 2020 TV licence evasion rate is 15.16% giving a compliance rate of 84.84%. 

Not all households have televisions with the Television Audience Measurement (TAM/
Nielsen) estimating the number of  ‘No  TV homes’  to be 12.9%. My Department takes this 
into account when estimating  the total number of licenceable dwellings and in 2020  this was 
1,679,798  resulting in a rate of €132 per dwelling. 

The Programme for Government provided for the establishment of the Future of Media 
Commission to consider the future of print, broadcast, and online media in a platform agnostic 
fashion.  The independent commission, chaired by Professor Brian MacCraith, is tasked with 
examining the challenges facing the sector and to consider the extent to which the current mod-
els of delivery are the appropriate ones for the next 10 years.  It is examining how the public 
service media can be funded in a way that is sustainable, gives greater security of funding, en-
sures independent editorial oversight and delivers value for money to the public.   This includes 
consideration of the current television licence fee model. 

It is expected that the Commission’s Report will be completed shortly and I look forward to 
receiving their recommendations which will inform future policy for the media sector, includ-
ing funding for public service broadcasting.

  Question No. 539 answered with Question No. 525.

Departmental Funding

540. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the funding that has been allocated by her Department for projects and initiatives 
in County Tipperary over the past 12 months; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40504/21]

27/07/2021WRGG00800Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): My Department provides funding support to projects and initiatives in County Tip-
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perary under a range of schemes. Details of allocation under these schemes in 2020 and to date 
in 2021 are set out in the table below.  

Beneficiary Scheme  Funding 2020 Funding 2021 (to 
date)

Tipperary Museum 
of Hidden   History

Regional Museum 
Exhibition   Scheme 

€15,000 €15,000

Tipperary Museum 
of Hidden   History

Audience Engage-
ment Scheme 

€13,000 0

Tipperary Co. Coun-
cil

 Creative Communi-
ties Core   Funding*

€96,774 €145,161

Tipperary Co. Coun-
cil

Creative Ireland - 
Cruinniú na nÓg

€9,202 €16,000

Tipperary Co. Coun-
cil

Creative  Ireland  - 
July Stimulus Pack-
age

€50,000 0

CCÉ Brú Ború Cul-
tural Centre

Cultural Capital 
Scheme 2019 -   
2022– Stream D

€4,933 0

South Tipperary Arts 
Centre

Cultural Capital 
Scheme 2019 –   
2022 – Stream D

€4,983 0

The Source Arts 
Centre

Arts & Culture Capi-
tal Scheme   2016-
2018, (Stream 1)

€37,030 0

Tipperary Excel 
Heritage Company 
Ltd.

Arts & Culture Capi-
tal Scheme   2016-
2018, (Stream 3)

€7,980 0

Local Legacies ini-
tiative

Decade of Cente-
naries Programme 
2012 -   2023

€14,468 €50,000

PPJ   Ltd & CWB 
Ltd

Live Performance 
Support Scheme 
(LPSS) Pilot 

€71,200 0

Tipperary   County 
Council 

Local   Live Perfor-
mance Programming  
Scheme   (LLPPS)

0 €143,000

Charlie   Moloney Live Performance 
Support Scheme  
2021

N/A €67,730

Gerard   Lawless Live Performance 
Support Scheme  
2021

N/A €17,950

Glantine   Inns Ltd Live Performance 
Support Scheme  
2021

N/A €26,446

Hotel   Minella Ltd. Live Performance 
Support Scheme  
2021

N/A €105,784
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Beneficiary Scheme  Funding 2020 Funding 2021 (to 
date)

PPJ   Ltd & CWB 
Productions Ltd 

Live Performance 
Support Scheme  
2021

N/A €148,097

Stephanie   Browne Live Performance 
Support Scheme  
2021

N/A €15,868

William   Morrissey Live Performance 
Support Scheme  
2021

N/A €232,724

Thurles   Regional 
Sports Campus 
project

Large Scale   Sport 
Infrastructure Fund

€562,554 0

* Includes a contribution from the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage

I trust that the above is of assistance to the Deputy.  If the deputy has a specific query in rela-
tion to any individual scheme my officials will be happy to provide further assistance.

Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

541. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if she will consider introducing a second live performance support scheme in 2021 
given that some businesses were not aware that they were eligible to apply for the scheme; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [40539/21]

Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Government allocated €50 million in 2021 to a suite of measures to assist the arts and 
culture sector.  As part of that funding, on Tuesday June 15th I announced the allocations for 
the €25m Live Performance Support Scheme (LPSS 2021).  I was delighted to be in a position 
to fund 237 successful applications under this scheme, the details of which are available on my 
Department’s website.  The scheme opened for applications on the 19th March 2021. 

There was a very high level of interest in this scheme, with over 400 applications received 
by the closing date 14th   April requesting funding in excess of €80 million.  Given the avail-
able funding of €25 million, difficult decisions had to be made and it was not possible to award 
grants to everyone who applied. 

The funding available under this scheme has now been fully allocated. LPSS 2021 builds 
on the successful pilot Live Performance Support Scheme in 2020, which provided thousands 
of days of employment to hundreds of musicians, actors, crew and technicians in tandem with a 
pipeline of high quality on-line much needed entertainment for Irish audiences. The 237 grants 
awarded will help to support employment and wellbeing opportunities across all genres and the 
continued production of high quality artistic output for the public.

While there are no plans at present for a further round of the scheme, the Economic Recov-
ery Plan published on 1 June stated that Government also recognises that as long as physical 
distancing remains a public health requirement, further supports may be needed for these sec-
tors.  In that context, supports are kept under review in light of developments in public health 
guidance.
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I have also made an allocation of €14m available for the Music and Entertainment Business 
Assistance Scheme (MEBAS) to make a contribution to the overheads of businesses, specifi-
cally musicians and related crew, that have been significantly negatively affected by COVID-19 
and that do not qualify for other business supports.  Under the scheme, self employed businesses 
including musicians, singers, lighting and sound crew and audio  equipment suppliers operating 
exclusively within the commercial live entertainment sector are eligible to apply. Applications 
may be made via the MEBAS application portal on my Department’s website.

I have also made an allocation of €5 million available to local authorities for live perfor-
mances in summer 2021 to animate town centres, should public health considerations permit.  
This will allow for the procurement by local authorities of performances by local performers.  
This funding will be allocated shortly.

In addition, I have announced an additional €11.5m for a new Events Sector Covid Support 
Scheme which I hope to launch soon.  This scheme will target SMEs in the events sector which 
aren’t eligible for the CRSS and for whom MEBAS and the Small Business Assistance Scheme 
for COVID-19 will not make a significant contribution to fixed costs relative to the level of 
support that that would be available under CRSS, had such SMEs been eligible for that support. 

Tourism Industry

542. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the position regarding the reopening of the Fáilte Ireland tourist office in Waterford; 
if her attention has been drawn to the fact the decision for the branch to remain closed is having 
a negative effect on local businesses, small tourism operators such as walking tour and heritage 
site guides; if she will investigate the possibility of reversing this decision and reopening the of-
fice in Waterford as soon as possible; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40570/21]

Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The management of Tourist Information Offices is an operational matter for Fáilte 
Ireland.  It is my understanding that Fáilte Ireland provided an update to the Deputy on 15 July 
2021 regarding the status of Waterford Tourist Information Office. 

Most of Fáilte Ireland’s Tourist Information Centres, including the Waterford Office, have 
been closed since March 2020 largely due to COVID-19 restrictions. In 2021 Fáilte Ireland is 
maintaining the operational decision taken during Summer 2020 concerning Tourism Informa-
tion Centres. Ten of the Centres reopened on 2 June 2021 and Waterford was not included in this 
group. I understand that this decision was based on several factors, including the low projected 
footfall, staff redeployment to critical roles supporting tourism businesses within Fáilte Ireland 
and the capacity of the tourism information centre to re-open under current COVID public 
health restrictions.  

  Question No. 543 answered with Question No. 500.

  Question No. 544 answered with Question No. 516.

  Question No. 545 answered with Question No. 516.

  Question No. 546 answered with Question No. 516.

Departmental Funding
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547. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the last occasion on which a Department-wide review of all funding within 
her Department took place; the frequency of such reviews; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [40644/21]

27/07/2021WRGG02100Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Funding and expenditure is kept under constant review by both my Department and 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. 

The IGEES Evaluation Unit in my Department has produced a number of peer-reviewed 
spending review and Value for Money and Policy Review papers over the last number of years 
which are published as detailed below. These include the following

A 2015 Value for Money and Policy Review in respect of the Arts Council which is pub-
lished at;

opac.oireachtas.ie/AWData/Library3/Value_for_Money_and_Policy_Review_of_the_Arts_
Council_095047.pdf

A 2018 Review of the Implementation of Recommendations of the Value for Money and 
Policy Review of the Arts Council available at: 

igees.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/23.-Arts-Council-Recommendations-Review.pdf

A 2018 Spending Review of Subsidised Ferry Services to Offshore Islands (for which re-
sponsibility has now passed to the Department of Rural and Community Development) and is 
available at:

  assets.gov.ie/7311/eba9195a30b94df09b895228a2bfdba8.pdf

A 2019 Value for Money and Policy Review in respect of the Tourism Marketing Fund 
which is published at

igees.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/VFM-of-the-Tourism-Marketing-Fund_Main-Re-
port.pdf

 A 2019 Spending Review paper in respect of the assessment of the implementation of the 
2016 Heritage Council Review available at 

 assets.gov.ie/25432/430a3cf2a4924f0f9b669275fe81018a.pdf

 A 2020 spending review paper in respect of assessing the impact of Brexit and Covid-19 on 
Údarás na Gaeltachta and its client companies available at: 

 www.gov.ie/en/collection/daf0c-spending-review-papers-2020/#enterprise

Covid-19 Pandemic

548. Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the timeline for the reopening of indoor summer camps; if indoor camps 
will be able to operate during August 2021; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40650/21]

27/07/2021WRGG02400Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): On 29 June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and 
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society in line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead, with an emphasis on lower risk 
activities given the risks posed by the Delta variant.   

Details of current public health measures can be found online at gov.ie.  Gov.ie provides the 
current position with respect to summer camps: 

www.gov.ie/en/press-release/7894b-post-cabinet-statement-resilience-and-recovery-the-
path-ahead/#summer-camps.  It provides that summer camps should adhere to public health 
measures on organised indoor and outdoor activities as appropriate, applying at the time. Cur-
rently outdoor camps can go ahead, but indoor camps are not permitted.

The public health measures decided upon by Government are also given effect in regula-
tions made by the Minister for Health under Section 31A of the Health Act of 1937.  The current 
regulations made under the Health Act 1947 (Section 31A) set limits on attendances at organ-
ised outdoor events and do not provide for any organised indoor events.

My colleague, the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth has 
policy responsibility for children and youth, including with respect to play and recreation.

  Question No. 549 answered with Question No. 516.

  Question No. 550 answered with Question No. 516.

  Question No. 551 answered with Question No. 516.

  Question No. 552 answered with Question No. 516.

  Question No. 553 answered with Question No. 516.

  Question No. 554 answered with Question No. 516.

  Question No. 555 answered with Question No. 516.

  Question No. 556 answered with Question No. 516.

  Question No. 557 answered with Question No. 516.

  Question No. 558 answered with Question No. 516.

  Question No. 559 answered with Question No. 516.

  Question No. 560 answered with Question No. 516.

27/07/2021WRHH00800Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

27/07/2021WRHH00900561. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if she had made or will make representations to the Minister for Social Pro-
tection to alert the Department to the potential damage that the recategorisation of pandemic 
unemployment payment recipients in the music and entertainment sectors as jobseeker’s pay-
ments and the cutting of their supports will have on the sector; if she was consulted on the pro-
posed cuts and changes; and the measures she plans to take to mitigate this damage. [40716/21]

27/07/2021WRHH01000562. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if the potential for workers in the music and entertainment sector who receive 
a few days’ work through the live performance support scheme being expected or required to 
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give up their only guaranteed stable support of the pandemic unemployment payment, if the 
funds they receive through the live performance support scheme results in them earning more 
than the allowed €960 over an eight week period was factored into the design of the live per-
formance support scheme; if she has raised this with the Minister for Social Protection; and the 
measures she plans to take to stop workers in the sector from being discouraged from taking up 
opportunities under the live performance support scheme as a result. [40718/21]

27/07/2021WRHH01100Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos. 561 and 562 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) is a matter for 
my colleague the Minister for Social Protection.  The PUP is a horizontal support and as such 
cannot be amended on a sectoral basis.  The PUP is now closed for new applications and, as part 
of the Government’s National Economic Recovery Plan, the payment will continue for those 
already in receipt of PUP.  From September there will be changes to the rate of payments as the 
Minister for Social Welfare has recently announced.

I am however, aware anecdotally that some grant recipients of the LPSS have indicated they 
are finding it challenging to secure staff for events they are planning.  However, the vast ma-
jority of recipients are currently planning their events and my Department has received many 
requests for pre-funding from successful applicants who will be delivering events in the com-
ing weeks.  It should be noted that grantees have until the end of September to hold the events.

The PUP is flexible in that recipients can earn up to €960 in an eight week period and still 
retain their benefits. 

  Question No. 562 answered with Question No. 561.

27/07/2021WRHH01300National Orchestras

27/07/2021WRHH01400563. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if the heads of the proposed Bill to transfer ownership of the National Sym-
phony Orchestra from RTÉ to the National Concert Hall have been agreed; when these will be 
published; and the timeframe in which the Bill is expected to undergo pre-legislative scrutiny 
and be brought forward to the Houses of the Oireachtas. [40722/21]

27/07/2021WRHH01500Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Following the publication of the report by RTÉ that it commissioned from indepen-
dent consultants Helen Boaden and Mediatique on the RTÉ Orchestras entitled RTÉ Orchestras 
Ensuring a Sustainable Future, the Government  agreed in principle that the RTÉ National 
Symphony Orchestra (RTÉ NSO) should come within the remit of the National Concert Hall 
(NCH). 

Work is continuing in my Department on the preparation of the heads of a proposed Bill 
to amend the National Concert Hall Act, 2015 to provide for the transfer of the National Sym-
phony Orchestra from RTÉ to the National Concert Hall. I expect to bring this matter to Gov-
ernment in September, after which pre-legislative scrutiny can take place. 

 My intention is that the transfer of the NSO to the NCH will be completed this year. 

27/07/2021WRHH01600Departmental Communications
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27/07/2021WRHH01700564. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if a ministerial brief was produced to provide a high-level introduction to her 
Department and a selection of the issues that can be expected to require ministerial attention, 
providing information on an overview of the Department, agencies under the Department, is-
sues and engagements, departmental priorities, sectoral issues and priorities and the structure, 
key roles and responsibilities of individuals in management within her Department, as was 
produced for other Departments following the formation of the Government in 2020; and if so, 
when such a brief will be published. [40723/21]

27/07/2021WRHH01800Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The briefing material referred to by the Deputy was published in August 2020 and is 
available on the Gov.ie website at this link.

27/07/2021WRHH01900Coimisiún Logainmneacha

27/07/2021WRHH02000565. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, 
Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán cén dáta a rinneadh an barántas faoinar bunaíodh an Coimisiún 
Logainmneacha a chúlghairm, an soláthróidh sí cóip den ordú cúlghairme seo, agus an bhfoilse-
oidh sí an t-ordú seo don phobal. [40724/21]

27/07/2021WRHH02100Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Mar thoradh ar chinneadh an Rialtais i 2011, socraíodh mar chuid de Phlean an Ri-
altais um Athchóiriú na Seirbhíse Poiblí go mbunófaí coiste saineolaithe, a bheadh ag feidh-
miú ar bonn pro bono, in áit an Choimisiúin Logainmneacha.   Bunaíodh an Choiste, agus é 
mar phríomhdhualgas aige comhairle a chur ar an Aire maidir le logainmneacha na hÉireann 
mar a shainítear iad sin in alt 31 d’Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla 2003.  Ceapadh Coiste nua 
Logainmneacha ar 11 Eanáir 2020.

Déantar tagairt fós don Choimisiúin Logainmeacha in Acht na dTeangacha Oifigiúla 2003.  
Is gá leasú a dhéanamh ar an Acht úd, le Bille na dTeangacha Oifigiúla (Leasú), chun a chumasú 
don Aire Orduithe Logainmneacha a dhéanamh.  Tá leasú ceadaithe chuige sin anois ag an Ri-
altas, faoi mar a fógraíodh ar 8 Iúil 2021. 

Anuas air sin, i measc na leasuithe atá le cur i láthair ag Céim na Tuarascála den Bhille, tá 
foráil, chun amhras a sheachaint, go cuirfear deireadh leis an gCoimisiún Logainmneacha, mar 
a fhoráiltear sa Phlean um Athchóiriú na Seirbhíse Poiblí 2011. 

27/07/2021WRHH02125Caiteachas Gaeilge agus Gaeltachta

27/07/2021WRHH02150566. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, 
Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán cé mhéad a caitheadh ar dheontais do choláistí cónaithe agus do 
bhrúnna a bhaineann le coláistí samhraidh Gaeltachta gach bliain le cúig bliana anuas, agus go 
ndéanfaidh sí idirdhealú idir an maoiniú seo agus an maoiniú a cuireadh ar fáil do mhná agus 
d’fhir tí faoi Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge sa tréimhse chéanna. [40725/21]

27/07/2021WRHH02175567. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, 
Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán cén fo-theideal sna meastacháin faoina dtagann an maoiniú a 
cuireadh ar fáil le haghaidh scoláireachtaí Gaeltachta do dhaltaí i scoileanna DEIS, faoina dta-
gann an maoiniú a cuireadh ar fáil le haghaidh Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge, faoina dta-
gann deontais a cuireadh ar fáil do mhná agus d’fhir tí, agus faoina dtagann deontais a cuireadh 
ar fáil do choláistí cónaithe agus do bhrúnna. [40726/21]
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27/07/2021WRHH02181Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Tá Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge (SFG) á riar ag 
mo Roinn ar mhaithe le tacú leis na deiseanna sealbhaithe agus saibhrithe teanga sna réigiúin 
Ghaeltachta do scoláirí dara leibhéal agus do mhic léinn tríú leibhéal ó áiteanna ar fud na tíre. 
Tagann an scéim le cuspóirí an Rialtais i leith na Gaeilge mar atá leagtha amach sa Straitéis 20 
Bliain don Ghaeilge 2010–2030 agus is í an príombhealach a dtacaíonn an Roinn le hearnáil na 
gColáistí Gaeilge.

Faoin scéim seo, íoctar fóirdheontas laethúil le teaghlaigh Gaeltachta incháilithe a chuire-
ann lóistín ar fáil dóibh siúd a fhreastalaíonn ar cheann de na coláistí samhraidh Gaeilge sa 
Ghaeltacht a bhfuil aitheantas acu faoin scéim.

Is fiú €10 in aghaidh an lae (ionann le €220 in aghaidh an scoláire i leith cúrsa trí seachtaine) 
an fóirdheontas seo, a mbaineann breis agus 26,000 scoláire leas as in aghaidh na bliana fad is 
atá siad ag fanacht in aon cheann den c. 700 teaghlach fud fad na Gaeltachta atá aitheanta faoin 
scéim.

Is ionann seo agus infheistíocht stáit ar fiú breis agus €4m é san earnáil go bliantúil agus 
déantar é a mhaoiniú as soláthar reatha (mír C3) mar chuid den Chlár Tacaíochta Pobail agus 
Teanga.

Íoctar deontas laghduithe (€5 in aghaidh an lae) ón bhfómhír chéanna má tá lóistín curtha ar 
fáil i mbrú nó coláiste cónaithe.  Baineann thart ar 5% de chaiteachas na scéime gach bliain le 
lóistín i mbrúnna agus coláistí cónaithe.

Mar chuid de Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge (fómhír C3), cuireadh tús leis an tionsc-
namh DEIS Gaeltachta in 2019 faoina gcuirtear 50 scoláireacht ar fáil go bliantúil ar fiú c. €850 
an ceann ar mhaithe le deiseanna faoi leith a chur ar fáil do lucht freastail iar-bhunscoileanna 
DEIS na tíre chun freastal a dhéanamh ar choláiste samhraidh sa Ghaeltacht.

Ina theannta seo ar fad cuirtear maoiniú ar fáil ó fhómhír C3 don scátheagraíocht Com-
hchoiste Náisiúnta na gColáistí Samhraidh, CONCOS, ar mhaithe le cabhrú tuilleadh le hearnáil 
na gcoláistí samhraidh.

Leagtar amach sa tábla thíos caiteachas na Roinne ar Scéim na bhFoghlaimeoirí Gaeilge le 
cúig bliana anuas.

Bliain Caitheachas SFG
2020 €4,459,456
2019 €4,362,096
2018 €4,134,231
2017 €4,072,253
2016 €4,013,805
Iomlán 2016-2020 €21,041,841

27/07/2021WRHH02184Caiteachas Gaeilge agus Gaeltachta

27/07/2021WRHH02186568. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, 
Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán cad é méid an chaiteachais  a leithroinneadh chun ionaid pobail 
Gaeilge agus Cultúrlanna a bhunú agus a reáchtáil sa stát, cé mhéad ionad atá bunaithe agus atá 
le bunú, cé mhéad Cultúrlann atá bunaithe agus atá le bunú, agus an ndéanfaidh sí miondealú a 
ar an maoiniú atá tugtha do gach ionad nó Cultúrlann le cúig bliana anuas. [40727/21]
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27/07/2021WRHH02187Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers) : Tugadh gealltanas sonrach i gClár an Rialtais go “ndéanfar 
forbairt Ionaid Ghaeilge i mBaile Átha Cliath agus ar fud na tíre a chur chun cinn ar mhaithe 
le cur chuige pobail-bhunaithe i leith chur chun cinn na Gaeilge”. 

Dar ndóigh, ní dhearnadh leis an ngealltanas seo ach tógáil ar an méid a gealladh roimhe 
seo i leith na nIonad Gaeilge faoi Phlean Gníomhaíochta an Rialtais 2018-2022 don Ghaeilge 
(gníomh 4.12 agus 4.13 go sonrach) agus faoin bPlean Forbartha Náisiúnta 2018-2027 (faoi 
Thionscadal Éireann 2040).  

Ar bhonn praiticiúil, déanann mo Roinnse tacaíocht shonrach a thabhairt d’fhorbairt Ionad 
Gaeilge, lasmuigh den Ghaeltacht, tríd na Scéimeanna Tacaíochta Gaeilge, le hallúntas de €2 
mhilliún ann i mbliana. 

Is féidir le coistí/eagraíochtaí pobalbhunaithe, a fheidhmíonn trí Ghaeilge lasmuigh den 
Ghaeltacht, iarratas a dhéanamh faoi Scéimeanna Tacaíochta Gaeilge na Roinne. Cuirtear mao-
iniú ar fáil chun cabhrú leis na costais a bhaineann le hionaid Ghaeilge a thógáil/athchóiriú agus 
chun foirgnimh a cheannach le húsáid mar ionad Gaeilge agus trealamh a cheannach dá leithéid 
d’ionaid.

Is é an cuspóir atá leis an gcuidiú caipitil a chuirtear ar fáil faoin gciste seo an Ghaeilge a 
threisiú mar theanga pobail agus teaghlaigh i gcomhréir le cuspóirí Acht na Gaeltachta 2012 
agus na Straitéise 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge 2010-2030. Tá tuilleadh eolais faoin scéim seo le fáil 
ar shuíomh idirlín na Roinne.

Mar a luaigh mé agus an t-ábhar ceanna faoi chaibidil agat cúpla mí ó shin, is iondúil gur ó 
dháta bunaithe na Roinne nua ar féidir ceisteanna den saghas seo a fhreagairt.  Arís, ar mhaithe 
le heolas iomlánach a chur ar fáil faoin scéim shonrach a bhaineann leis na hIonaid Ghaeilge, 
feicfidh an Teachta go bhfuil na sonraí a iarradh ó 2018 ar aghaidh curtha ar fáil thíos - i ndáil 
leis na gealltanais a tugadh ó 2018 ar aghaidh sa Phlean Gníomhaíochta 2018-2022 agus sa 
Phlean Forbartha Náisiúnta 2018-2027. Is íocaíochtaí iad seo a rinne an Roinn go díreach leis 
na heagraíochtaí seo. 

Ó thaobh caiteachas de, nil aon athrú mór ó d’fhreagair mé ceist uait ar an ábhar ceanna 
cúpla mí ó shin.

Ionaid Ghaeilge faoi na Scéimeanna Tacaíochta Gaeilge (Clár Caipitil): 2018 go dáta

Eagraíocht/Ionad Gaeilge    Méid Íoctha    
Conradh na Gaeilge – Forbairt ar Lárionad 
Gaeilge i mBÁC 

2018: €22,000 (Staidéar   Féidearthachta) 
2019: €42,500 

Gaelphobal Thamhlachta (BÁC) 2019: €23,290 
Áras Chrónáin (Cluain Dolcáin, BÁC) 2019: €31,825 
Áras Mhic Amhlaigh (Cnoc na Cathrach, 
Gaillimh) 

2020: €730,938  2021: €6,628

Anuas ar an méid thuas, tá tograí eile a d’fhéadfaí a aithint mar ‘Ionad Gaeilge’ nach dta-
gann faoin scéim thuasluaite. Tá sonraí na gceann sin a rinneadh íocaíocht leo ó mhí Mheán 
Fómhair 2020, go dáta - i gcomhréir le bunú oifigiúil na Roinne nua - le feiceáil sa tábla thíos. 
Tá siad seo uile lonnaithe laistigh den Ghaeltacht.

Tograí aitheanta eile: Meán Fómhair 2020 go dáta

Eagraíocht/Ionad  Gaeilge    Saghas Íocaíochta    Méid Íoctha    
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Áras Scéal an Atlantaigh 
Fhiáin   (Maigh Eo) 

Íoctha tríd Údarás na Gael-
tachta   faoin gClár Ta-
caíochtaí Pobail agus Teanga 

2020: €316,000 

Ionad Cultúrtha an Phiar-
saigh   (Gaillimh) 

Íoctha tríd Údarás na Gael-
tachta  faoin gClár Ta-
caíochtaí Pobail agus Teanga 

2020: €110,848 

Comhlacht Forbartha Inis 
Meáin –   Carcair an Leacht 
(Gaillimh) 

Íoctha go díreach faoin gC-
lár   Tacaíochtaí Pobail agus 
Teanga 

2020: €14,325 (Seirbhísí 
Gairmiúla) 2020: €77,032  
2021: €64,456 

Áislann   Chill Chartha (Dún 
na nGall) 

Íoctha go   díreach faoin gC-
lár Tacaíochtaí Pobail agus 
Teanga 

2020: €2,991 

Caiteachas Gaeilge agus Gaeltachta

27/07/2021WRHH02190569. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, 
Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán miondealú a dhéanamh ar na nithe ar ar caitheadh an maoiniú 
€16,363 a fógraíodh le haghaidh comhoibriú thuaidh-theas sna meastacháin athbhreithnithe. 
[40728/21]

27/07/2021WRHH02191Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Fógraíodh €16.362m i Meastacháin Athbhreithnithe mo 
Roinne le haghaidh 2021 i leith comhoibriú Thuaidh Theas.  Tá an maoiniú seo briste síos mar 
a leanas:

An Foras Teanga Thuaidh 
Theas
 Foras na Gaeilge  €12,062,225  Sciar 75% ón deisceart
 Gníomhaireacht na hUltaise  €732,465  Sciar 25% ón deisceart
Buiséad an Fhoras Teanga 
faofa ag an Chomhairle 
Aireachta Thuaidh Theas 
(CATT)

€12,794,690

 Clár na Leabhar Gaeilge  €1,061,165  100% ón deisceart
 Colmcille  €118,519  50% ón deisceart
Airgead teagmhasach €787,626
Buiséad táscach an Fhoras 
Teanga C.9

€14.762m

New Decade, New Approach 
2021

 €1.6 100% ón deisceart

Mór iomlán C.9 2021 €16.362m
Ba mhaith liom a mheabhrú don Teachta gur buiséad táscach atá anseo sa €14.762m, a 

chuimsíonn buiséad faofa an Fhoras Teanga Thuaidh Theas (Foras na Gaeilge 75%; Gníomhai-
reacht na hUltaise 25%), maoiniú imfhálaithe Chlár na Leabhar Gaeilge (100%) agus Colmcille 
(50%) agus airgead teagmhasach a coinnítear ar leataobh le freastal ar athuithe i rátaí malarta-
ithe airgid agus cnapshuimeanna pinsin de chuid Fhoras na Gaeilge agus Ghníomhaireacht na 
hUltaise.   I gcás go mbíonn fuílleach fágtha sa bhfomhír ag deireadh na bliana, dáiltear é ar 
thionscadail riachtanacha eile de chuid mo Roinne in earnáil na Gaeilge agus na Gaeltachta. 

Is í an Roinn Pobal ó thuaidh, an Roinn urraíochta eile de chuid an Fhoras Teanga, a íocann 
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an céatadán eile de bhuiséad an Chomhairle Aireachta Thuaidh Theas agus scéim Colmcille. 

27/07/2021WRHH02200Caiteachas Gaeilge agus Gaeltachta

27/07/2021WRHH02300570. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, 
Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán cad é méid an chaiteachais a leithroinneadhle haghaidh líonraí 
gnó Gaeilge sa stát, agus an ndéanfaidh sí miondealú de réir líonra nó eagraíochta, lena n-
áirítear Gaillimh le Gaeilge, Gael-Taca, Gnó Mhaigh Eo, agus Cill Dara le Gaeilge. [40729/21]

27/07/2021WRHH02400Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Faoi na Scéimeanna Tacaíochta Gaeilge de chuid mo Roinne, maoinítear réimse ea-
graíochtaí a thacaíonn le cur chun cinn na Gaeilge lasmuigh den Ghaeltacht lena áiritear Gail-
limh le Gaeilge, Gael Taca, Gnó Mhaigh Eo agus Cill Dara le Gaeilge.  Tá maoiniú reáchtála a 
chur ar fáil do na heagraíochtaí seo le blianta fada anois (seachas Cill Dara le Gaeilge a bhfuil 
tús curtha le maoiniú na Roinne dóibh i mbliana)  chun deis a thabhairt don phobal an Gaeilge 
a labhairt agus iad i mbun gnó agus chun gréasáin de chainteoirí Gaeilge a fhorbairt.  

Gnó Gaeilge Íoctha 2020€ Ceadaithe2021€ Ceadaithe   
2022€

Ceadaithe   
2023€

Gaillimh   le 
Gaeilge

146,035 157,460 164,460 171,000

Cill Dara le 
Gaeilge

- 73,046 74,692 73,000

Gnó   Mhaigh 
Eo

139,665 - - -

Gael   Taca 102,924 - - -
Tá iarratais ar mhaoiniú don tréimhse 2021 - 2023 faighte ó Ghnó Mhaigh Eo agus Gael 

Taca le réimse gníomhaíochtaí a chur chun cinn agus tá plé á dhéanamh idir na eagraíochtaí 
agus oifigigh mo Roinn maidir leis na hiarratais sin faoi láthair.

27/07/2021WRHH02500Social Welfare Benefits

27/07/2021WRHH02600571. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the reason for the decision to change to use of the term working age payment 
in the Pathways to Work 2021-2025 Strategy to describe that which had previously been de-
scribed as a universal basic income pilot scheme for artists; the way this will affect other welfare 
payments; if this change means that the proposal plans to revive previous attempts to introduce 
a single working age payment as was put forward by former Ministers for Social Protection 
as part of austerity measures to replace other welfare supports and encourage the transition to 
work as described in the Pathways to Work document; and if the statement in the Pathways to 
Work Strategy that a person in employment will always receive more than they would if reliant 
on welfare alone under the proposal means that it is no longer intended for the basic income to 
involve providing the same unconditional payment regardless of means or income to artists, as 
had been previously suggested. [40731/21]

27/07/2021WRHH02700Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
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Martin): The Pathways to Work Strategy and the issue of a Working Age Payment is a matter 
for my colleague the Minister for Social Protection.  

The Arts and Culture Recovery Taskforce report Life Worth Living, was published in No-
vember 2020 and made ten recommendations for the sector.   The recommendations included a 
proposal to pilot a basic income scheme for a three-year period in the arts, culture, audiovisual 
and live performance and events sectors.

As part of the Economic Recovery Plan launched on June 1st, I was delighted to secure 
agreement from Government for a Basic Income Guarantee pilot scheme for artists.  The Gov-
ernment recognises that bold steps are necessary for our invaluable and much treasured arts 
community to come back stronger than ever before. I continue to support the introduction of 
a Basic Income Guarantee pilot scheme for artists and have put in place measures to progress 
this policy. 

I have established an Oversight Group with the remit of addressing the outstanding recom-
mendations of the Life Worth Living report. The membership of the Group is drawn from De-
partments and Agencies which have the ability and wherewithal to make appropriate progress 
on the outstanding recommendations, including the Basic Income Guarantee pilot. 

The Oversight Group is chaired by my Department and joined by representatives of the De-
partments of Finance, Social Protection, Public Expenditure and Reform as well as Enterprise, 
Trade and Employment.  The Directors of the Arts Council and Screen Ireland are also mem-
bers alongside a representative of the County and City Managers’ Association.

I have asked the Oversight Group to prioritise the manner in which a Basic Income Guaran-
tee pilot scheme for artists will be delivered.  As the work of the group has only recently begun 
it is too early to say with any certainty what the details of the pilot scheme will be. 

  Question No. 572 answered with Question No. 516.

  Question No. 573 answered with Question No. 516.

27/07/2021WRHH03000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRHH03100574. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if she plans to review the eligibility criteria relating to turnover for the events 
sector Covid support scheme; her views on whether the current eligibility criteria will exclude 
many small and medium-sized events companies from the scheme; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40748/21]

27/07/2021WRHH03200Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I recently announced details of a new €11.5 million Events Sector Covid Support 
Scheme (ESCSS). This scheme will target SMEs in the events sector which aren’t eligible for 
the CRSS and for whom the Music and Entertainment Business Assistance Scheme and the 
Small Business Assistance Scheme for COVID-19 will not make a significant contribution to 
fixed costs relative to the level of support that would be available under CRSS, had such SMEs 
been eligible for that support. Grants will be paid on a once-off basis to successful applicants as 
a contribution to the businesses costs, up to a maximum of €50,000.

This scheme will be open to those SMEs who provide services to the events industry in-
cluding services to provide for the production of all forms of live performance, trade shows, in-
cluding event promoters, event management, conference organisers, security, supply of sound, 



Questions - Written Answers

278

lighting and stage equipment. Businesses whether sole traders, partnerships or incorporated 
entities operating within the events sector and who are ineligible for CRSS may apply.

The scheme was developed in consultation with the sector and the eligibility criteria aim to 
strike an appropriate balance having regard to other available supports and the need to reach as 
many SMEs who provide services to the events industry as possible.

This scheme will open for applications on 4th August, via an online application portal on 
my Department’s website. Further information in relation to this scheme can be accessed on 
my Department’s website here - https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7f483-guidelines-for-the-
events-sector-covid-support-scheme/.

27/07/2021WRHH03300Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRHH03400575. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the expected timeline for the reopening of indoor sport; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [40884/21]

27/07/2021WRHH03500Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Since 7 June, indoor sports, swimming pools and leisure centres have been allowed to 
re-open for individual training purposes and for the provision of swimming classes.  Any deci-
sion on the further lifting of the restrictions, and its timing, is a matter for Government and not 
for individual Ministerial decision. The Government has indicated that any such decision will 
be considered in the context of the prevailing public health situation and vaccination roll-out.

On 29 June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and society 
in line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead, with an emphasis on lower risk activities 
given the risks posed by the Delta variant. 

The Government continues to follow its plan to review and monitor the control of the virus 
and follow the prevailing public health advice in support of a safe and gradual reopening, in line 
with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.  Unfortunately this means that indoor activities 
in groups or classes cannot be permitted at present.  Detailed Information and updates may be 
accessed on the Gov.ie website.

27/07/2021WRJJ00200Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRJJ00300576. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media if a decision has been made as to when live music will be allowed to 
resume; if not, when a decision on the return of live music will be made; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [40919/21]

27/07/2021WRJJ00400Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): On the 29th of April the Government agreed that my Department would work with 
the Department of Health and Department of the Taoiseach to prepare proposals on the hold-
ing of a limited number of pilot live events for sport and live entertainment, both indoor and 
outdoor.  This was to inform the safe reopening of these activities and events when the public 
health situation allows. 

My Department worked with the Arts Council, the sporting National Governing bodies and 
a number of stakeholder engagement structures in place to support the development and de-
livery of those pilot events e.g. the Return to Sportsgrounds group and the Live Entertainment 
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Working Group. 

From the 5th of this month, outdoor events have been permitted to have up to 200 people in 
attendance. Larger outdoor venues with capacity of 5,000 or more can have up to 500 in atten-
dance. I welcome this progress and the start of the reopening of the live entertainment sector.  
In addition, theatres can host live performances for up to 50 people.

At present, I am working with all of Government and with the Minister for Health specifi-
cally on the potential application of Digital Covid Certs and PCR tests as a means of entry to 
live events or as means to reduce social distancing requirements. 

I have also sought advice from the Expert Working Group on Rapid Testing chaired by Prof. 
Mary Horgan, to determine if antigen testing can be used as a means of entry to live events or as 
a means to reduce social distancing.  I would hope to have advice on these matters shortly and 
will revert to Government with proposals on the full reopening of the live entertainment sector, 
when the public health situation permits. 

I remain committed to the full reopening of the arts and entertainment sector and I look for-
ward to the safe and controlled return to activity.

27/07/2021WRJJ00500Sports Funding

27/07/2021WRJJ00600577. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the number of projects that applied for sports funding in County Meath; the 
name of each project; the projects which were successful; and the funding amounts provide to 
them in each of the years 2016 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. [40949/21]

27/07/2021WRJJ00700578. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the number of projects that applied for sports funding in County Westmeath; 
the name of each project; the projects which were successful; and the funding amounts provide 
to them in each of the years 2016 to 202 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. [40950/21]

27/07/2021WRJJ00800Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): I propose to take Questions Nos. 577 and 578 together.

The Sports Capital and Equipment Programme is the primary vehicle for Government sup-
port for the development of sports and physical recreation facilities and the purchase of non-
personal sports equipment throughout the country.

The 2020 round of the Sports Capital and Equipment Programme closed for applications on 
Monday 1st March 2021. By the closing date, 3,106 applications were submitted seeking over 
€200 million in funding. This is the highest number of applications ever received.  The scoring 
system and assessment manual for the 2020 round was finalised earlier in the year and is avail-
able at www.sportscapitalprogramme.ie . All applications are being assessed in accordance with 
this manual.  Assessment of the “equipment-only” applications is nearing completion and an 
announcement in relation to these grants will be made shortly. The remaining applications for 
capital works will be assessed immediately afterwards with these allocations expected before 
the end of the year.

All organisations that made applications under this round are published on a county basis on 
my Department’s website at  www.gov.ie/en/service/d13385-sports-capital-programme/#sports-
capital-programme-applications-allocations-and-payments . This site also lists all of the pay-
ments made under the Programme on a county basis. 
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27/07/2021WRJJ01000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRJJ01100579. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media if venues that received grants under the live performance support scheme 2021 will keep 
their allocated funding beyond 30 September 2021 if Covid-19 pandemic regulations mean that 
they cannot operate; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41060/21]

27/07/2021WRJJ01200Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Government allocated €50 million in 2021 to a suite of measures to assist the arts and 
culture sector.  As part of that funding, on Tuesday June 15th I announced the allocations for 
the €25m Live Performance Support Scheme (LPSS 2021).  I was delighted to be in a position 
to fund 237 successful applications under this scheme, the details of which are available on my 
Department’s website.  

LPSS 2021 builds on the successful pilot Live Performance Support Scheme in 2020, 
which provided thousands of days of employment to hundreds of musicians, actors, crew and 
technicians in tandem with a pipeline of high quality on-line much needed entertainment for 
Irish audiences. 

The 237 grants awarded will help to support employment and wellbeing opportunities 
across all genres and the continued production of high quality artistic output for the public. 
This scheme will assist live performance where capacity for live attendance is restricted due to 
public health restrictions which require funding assistance in order to make performance viable/
available on-line. 

As detailed in the application process, activity in relation to performances and events fund-
ed under this scheme should conclude on or before 30th September.  At present events outdoors 
with between 200 and 500 people, depending on venue size, are permitted but I appreciate that 
there are limited indoor opportunities aside from theatres hosting up to 50 people.  I will keep 
developments in relation to public health restrictions under review and may re-consider the 
September deadline if that becomes necessary.  LPSS grantees are encouraged to provide for 
live streaming where they are unable to host an event live.

27/07/2021WRJJ01300Tourism Policy

27/07/2021WRJJ01400580. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the progress that has been made on the commitment in the Programme for 
Government to establish a wild Atlantic walkway; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [41300/21]

27/07/2021WRJJ01500Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies primarily in the area of national tour-
ism policy.  Implementation of that policy is a matter for the tourism agencies, Fáilte Ireland 
and Tourism Ireland, as well as other bodies.  The development of the Wild Atlantic Walkway 
is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  I understand that work on this project has been se-
verely hampered by the impact of Covid-19 over the past twelve months.  The Wild Atlantic 
Walkway however remains a priority for Fáilte Ireland, who will plan the project’s next steps 
in Q4 of this year.

27/07/2021WRJJ01600Tourism Policy
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27/07/2021WRJJ01700581. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the progress that has been made on the commitment in the Programme for 
Government to engage with local communities along the seaboard between Carlingford, Coun-
ty Louth and Cobh, County Cork to establish a continuous coastal experience for visitors; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [41301/21]

27/07/2021WRJJ01800Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): My Department’s role in relation to tourism lies primarily in the area of national tour-
ism policy.  Implementation of that policy is a matter for the tourism agencies, Fáilte Ireland 
and Tourism Ireland, as well as other bodies.  I understand that the Deputy is referring to the 
Irish Seaway project, the development of which is an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.

Given the devastating impact Covid has had on the tourism industry, Fáilte Ireland’s focus 
over the last 15 months has been on supporting the tourism sector to survive the pandemic.  I 
understand that initial reviews in respect of the Irish Seaway project have been undertaken by 
Fáilte Ireland to understand existing infrastructure.  However, site visits were not possible due 
to public health restrictions amid the Covid pandemic and as gatherings were also not permit-
ted, no community engagement has been undertaken.  Prior to any engagement with communi-
ties, an understanding of the scale of the project and a feasibility study will be required.  This 
work is scheduled to commence in 2022.

27/07/2021WRJJ01825Sports Funding

27/07/2021WRJJ01850582. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the process and budgetary provision for capital funding for Gaeltacht sports 
clubs; the eligibility criteria; the amounts available; the match funding requirements; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [41302/21]

27/07/2021WRJJ01875Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): My Department provides financial support for the construc-
tion or upgrade of community, language and recreational facilities including the purchase of 
equipment, in Gaeltacht areas through An Clár Tacaíochtaí Pobail agus Teanga (The Com-
munity and Language Support Programme).  This finance is provided to further support the 
implementation of the language planning process which is now underway across all 26 of the 
Gaeltacht Language Planning Areas. The support being provided under the programme also 
serves to underpin the ongoing implementation of the Policy on Gaeltacht Education which is 
being spearheaded by the Department of Education.

The total funding allocation for An Clár Tacaíochtaí Pobail agus Teanga included in Pro-
gramme C of my Department’s Vote for 2021 amounts to €2.5m.  The information requested 
by the Deputy on the eligibility criteria, amounts available etc can be found in the information 
leaflet on my Department’s website: www.gov.ie/en/service/d02ef-community-and-language-
support-programme/. In general the maximum funding provided under the programme equates 
to 80% of the allowable costs, 95% in the case of pre-school facilities and 90% in the case of 
qualifying projects on Gaeltacht off-shore islands.

It should also be noted that all of the Department’s capital programmes as they relate to the 
Irish language in the Gaeltacht  all support the systematic implementation of both the Govern-
ments’ Action Plan for the Irish Language (Plean Gníomhaíochta 2018-2022) and the overarch-
ing 20-Year Strategy for the Irish language 2010-2030.
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27/07/2021WRJJ01900Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRJJ02000583. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media her views on the difficulties persons with Irish language names are experienc-
ing in relation to the EU Digital COVID Certificate particularly in cases in which the name 
contains a síne fada; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41303/21]

27/07/2021WRJJ02100Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I understand that the difficulties regarding the display of the síneadh fada within Irish 
language names on Ireland’s EU Digital Covid Certificate have now been resolved by the Office 
of the Government Chief Information Officer, which falls under the remit of the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform.

The Deputy should also be aware that Government recently approved a number of amend-
ments to the Official Languages (Amendment) Bill which I will be bringing forward at Report 
Stage in the autumn, one of which is a requirement that all public bodies’ IT and other systems 
must be configured in such a way as to facilitate the use of the síneadh fada.

27/07/2021WRJJ02200Official Travel

27/07/2021WRJJ02300584. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if she plans to visit China; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[41304/21]

27/07/2021WRJJ02400Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I can advise that I have no plans to travel to China at the present time.

27/07/2021WRJJ02500Commemorative Events

27/07/2021WRJJ02600585. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the status of the ongoing work in developing a programme of commemoration for 
the Irish Civil War; her plans for any State apologies to those executed by the Free State in this 
period; and if she has spoken to An Taoiseach directly on all of these matters. [41313/21]

27/07/2021WRJJ02700Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): As we navigate through the most challenging and sensitive phase of the Decade of 
Centenaries, the Government’s approach to commemorations will continue to be underpinned 
by the guidance of the Expert Advisory Group on Centenary Commemorations (EAG) and 
consultation with the All-Party Consultation Group on Commemorations.  The EAG has pub-
lished three statements to date, which can be found on the Decade of Centenaries website 
(www.decadeofcentenaries.com/publications/). I would urge everyone who has an interest in 
the forthcoming period of commemorations to consult the principles and advice set out in these 
publications.   

I am committed to ensuring that the State’s approach to the remembrance of the Civil War 
and all of those who lost their lives during those years, will be based on the respectful, sensi-
tive, measured and authentic ethos that has become the hallmark of the Decade of Centenaries 
2012-2023 Programme.

On 27 April, the Taoiseach and the Tánaiste joined me at Collins Barracks for the launch of 
the 2021 Programme (www.gov.ie/en/publication/121ea-decade-of-centenaries-programme/) 
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of centenary commemorations, which also includes the approach I am taking to the develop-
ment of the Programme for 2022 and 2023.  As the Deputy would expect with a manner of such 
sensitivity and national interest, I keep my cabinet colleagues appraised of developments and 
plans in a timely manner and seek their input as appropriate.  In parallel, my Department chairs 
a very useful and effective Inter-Departmental Working Group of officials in support of the de-
velopment of the Decade of Centenaries Programme.  

Historical accuracy, academic integrity and archival discovery will be key tenets as the 
Civil War commemorative programme develops to follow the centenary timeline of the histori-
cal events of the period.  It is important that our history is faithfully presented, even when the 
historical record is distressing.  We must acknowledge the great tragedy of all of the lives that 
were lost or irrevocably altered during those divisive and traumatic years.  

I welcome and encourage the continuing research of historians and custodians of records, 
who seek to increase our understanding of the historical events that occurred, which have so 
significantly shaped our modern world. The State’s Civil War commemorative programme will 
invite everyone to consider the painful legacies of our past and reach their own conclusions – 
the programme will not seek to communicate a preferred narrative or make judgements about 
any persons or actions.  It is not appropriate for the State to retrospectively analyse these histori-
cal events through the lens of contemporary perspectives.  This is best left to scholars trained 
in the discipline of history.  The guidance of the Expert Advisory Group in this regard is clear –  

“The State’s task is to encourage a reflective and a reconciliatory tone that recognises that 
neither side had the monopoly of either atrocity or virtue and this was true of words as well as 
actions.” 

27/07/2021WRJJ02800Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge

27/07/2021WRJJ02900586. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Gary Gannon den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, Gael-
tachta, Spóirt agus Meán maidir leis an Straitéis 20 Bliain don Ghaeilge, cathain a dhéanfar 
Plean Teanga do Chomhairlí Cathrach agus Contae Bhaile Átha Cliath, atá mar chuid den Strai-
téis, a dhréachtú; an ndéanfar comhairliúchán poiblí ar an dréachtphlean seo; agus an ndéan-
faidh sí ráiteas ina thaobh. [41373/21]

27/07/2021WRJJ03000Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Tá dul chun cinn suntasach á dhéanamh maidir le cur i 
bhfeidhm an phróisis pleanála teanga atá á bhrú chun cinn faoi réir Acht na Gaeltachta, 2012.  

San iomlán, tá pleananna do 23 Limistéar Pleanála Teanga Gaeltachta, 4 Baile Seirbhíse 
Gaeltachta agus 3 Líonra Gaeilge ceadaithe faoin bpróiseas pleanála teanga, go dáta. 

Tháinig ardú suntasach ar an maoiniú atá ar fáil don phróiseas i mbuiséad 2021. San iomlán, 
is  buiséad suas le €5m atá ar fáil d’ullmhú agus feidhmiú pleananna teanga in éineacht le raon 
tacaíochtaí don phróiseas go lárnach sná réimsí teaghlaigh, luathbhlianta agus sna ealaíona 
traidisiúnta. 

Mar a bhaineann sé le Baile Átha Cliath, is fiú a aithint go mbaineann ceann do na Líonraí 
Gaeilge atá ceadaithe le Cluain Dolcáin i mBaile Átha Cliath. Ceadaíodh plean teanga Chluain 
Dolcáin in Eanáir 2020 agus cuirfear maoiniú ar fáil d’fheidhmiú plean teanga an cheantair dá 
bharr.

Sa bhreis air sin, tá an Rialtas ag tacú le forbairt Ionad Cultúrtha don Ghaeilge i lár chathair 
Bhaile Átha Cliath faoin bPlean Forbartha Náisiúnta agus Tionscadal Éireann 2040. 
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Tá comhráití ar bun ag oifigigh mo Roinne le Conradh na Gaeilge faoi láthair maidir leis an 
bhféidearthacht an Ghaeilge a chur chun cinn i measc lucht ghnó na hardchathrach agus, níos 
faide anonn, plean teanga cuimsitheach a fhorbairt don chathair.

  Question No. 587 answered with Question No. 500.

  Question No. 588 answered with Question No. 500.

27/07/2021WRJJ03300Water Services

27/07/2021WRJJ03400589. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage if he has engaged with Irish Water to discuss potential collaboration on critical water and 
wastewater infrastructure projects that are lacking in many rural towns and villages and conse-
quently holding back development; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40429/21]

27/07/2021WRJJ03500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): My 
Department builds its strategic water policy and infrastructure delivery programmes around the 
National Planning Framework 2018-2040 and the National Development Plan 2018-2027. In-
vestment is primarily delivered through Irish Water while my Department operates the Rural 
Water Programme directly. 

Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water ser-
vices planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels. Irish Water takes a 
strategic, nationwide approach to asset planning and investment, and meeting customer require-
ments. The prioritisation and progression of individual projects and programmes is a matter for 
determination by Irish Water.

As part of Budget 2021, I secured funding of over €1.4 billion to support water services. 
This includes €1.3 billion in respect of domestic water services provision by Irish Water. This 
overall investment will deliver significant improvements in our public water and waste water 
services, support improved water supplies right across Ireland, including rural Ireland, and sup-
port a range of programmes delivering improved water quality in our rivers, lakes and marine 
area.

The Programme for Government supports the uptake of Irish Water’s Small Towns and 
Villages Growth Programme 2020-2024, which will provide water and waste water growth 
capacity in smaller settlements that would otherwise not be provided for in Irish Water’s capital 
investment plan.  I understand from Irish Water that an allocation of almost €100 million for 
this programme was approved by the CRU. Irish Water is working with local authorities across 
the country in ensuring the investment supports the growth of identified settlements where these 
are prioritised in line with the local authority development plans. 

My Department provides funding, through the Rural Water Programme, to deliver improve-
ments to private water services in areas of rural Ireland where there is no access to public infra-
structure.  The strategic objective of the Rural Water Programme is to improve the quality, reli-
ability and efficiency of water services for rural dwellers in these areas. Private water services 
in Ireland include:

- Individual water supplies, typically a bored well. 

- Group Water Schemes.

- Domestic waste water treatment systems, typically septic tanks.
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- Collection networks, typically developer provided water services infrastructure. 

Complementary to Irish Water’s Small Towns and Villages Growth Programme 2020-2024, 
my Department is currently examining waste water requirements in the context of villages and 
similar settlements that do not have access to public waste water infrastructure.   

I have instructed the relevant officials in my Department to prepare a report on this topic 
at a national level. This report will include the analysis of a baseline survey of all rural local 
authorities, to quantify and qualify the number of villages and similar settlements concerned.  
This process is at an advanced stage, and I will be in a position to consider the matter further 
in relation to these villages and similar settlements, as identified in the survey, once I have re-
ceived the final report.

27/07/2021WRJJ03525Heritage Sites

27/07/2021WRJJ03550590. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if his Department has considered making the entirety of Vinegar Hill, County Wexford a 
protected national heritage site; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40628/21]

27/07/2021WRJJ03575Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The ruined windmill at Vinegar Hill is in my guardianship as a 
national monument under the National Monuments Act 1930 and is managed by the Office of 
Public Works.  The lands immediately surrounding the structure are in the ownership of Wex-
ford County Council.  The County Development Plan contains objectives specifically aimed at 
the protection of battlefield landscapes and their settings.

The Battle of Vinegar Hill itself was a very important event in Irish history.  My Depart-
ment, a few years ago, authorised extensive archaeological investigations on the site to provide 
a better understanding of how the battle was conducted.  The information gleaned from this 
research will add to and enhance the visitor understanding of the site and their experience.  I 
appreciate the ongoing investment by Wexford County Council in promoting the site and the 
facilities that have been put in place for visitors.  My Department will continue to work with the 
Council and other stakeholders, including the tourism agencies, to increase public awareness 
and interest in the site.

My Department’s National Monuments Service is currently engaged on finalising publica-
tion of the Irish Historic Battlefield Project, with Volume 1 of the series covering 1798.  This 
work when published will lead to greater awareness of Irish battlefields and their historical 
significance, including that of Vinegar Hill.

27/07/2021WRJJ03600Solar Energy Guidelines

27/07/2021WRJJ03700591. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when the Environmental Protection Agency will have completed the necessary strate-
gic environmental assessment on draft interim regulations with new conditions and exemptions 
regarding solar panel installation and when a public consultation will be launched; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40663/21]

27/07/2021WRJJ03800648. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the status and details of the review by his Department of siting and size conditions for rooftop 
solar panels on homes and review of exemptions for educational and community buildings, as 
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part of the current development of interim planning regulations; if information on the stated 
need to consider environmental assessment reporting before finalisation will be provided; when 
the interim planning regulations will be submitted to the Houses of the Oireachtas; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39623/21]

27/07/2021WRJJ03900654. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the details of the review by his Department of siting and size conditions for rooftop 
solar panels on homes as part of the current development of interim planning regulations; the 
details of the stated need to consider environmental assessment reporting before finalisation; 
when the interim planning regulations will be submitted to the Houses of the Oireachtas; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39668/21]

27/07/2021WRJJ04000673. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the details of information on his Department’s review of siting and size conditions for roof-
top solar panels on homes and review of exemptions for educational and community buildings 
as part of the current development of interim planning regulations; the details of the stated need 
to consider environmental assessment reporting before finalisation; when the interim planning 
regulations will be submitted to the Houses of the Oireachtas; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40061/21]

27/07/2021WRJJ04100729. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when interim regulations with new conditions and exemptions regarding solar panel 
installation will be completed in quarter 4 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40666/21]

27/07/2021WRJJ04200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): I propose to take Questions Nos. 591, 648, 654, 673 and 729 together.

Under the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended (the Act), all development, 
unless specifically exempted under the Act or associated Regulations, requires planning permis-
sion.  Section 4 of the Act and Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, 
as amended (the Regulations), set out various exemptions from the requirement to obtain plan-
ning permission. Any such exemptions are subject to compliance with any general restrictions 
on exemptions set out in the Act or the Regulations and to the specific conditions set out in each 
class of exempted development in Schedule 2 of the Regulations. Included in the planning ex-
emptions set out in the Regulations are those applying to the installation of solar infrastructure 
on a variety of building types, including houses, businesses, industrial and agricultural to which 
specific conditions are attached.

My Department, in the context of the Climate Action Plan and in consultation with the De-
partment of Environment, Climate and Communications, has undertaken a review of the solar 
panel planning exemptions set out in the Regulations, with a particular focus on facilitating 
increased self-generation of electricity.

This review is now complete. Substantial changes to the current planning exemption thresh-
olds for solar panels are proposed, as well as the introduction of new classes of solar panel 
planning exemptions relating to their use in apartments and in educational/community/religious 
buildings.

In light of the need to appropriately address aviation safety concerns arising from the “glint 
and glare” impacts of solar panels and the easing of the solar panel planning exemption thresh-
olds, my Department is in the process of commissioning the development of detailed aviation 
safeguarding maps which will identify and delineate specific but limited areas in the vicinity of 
airports and aerodromes (referred to as exclusion zones) within which the exemptions will not 
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apply. This mapping process will take approximately nine months to complete.

Whilst this work is ongoing, my Department proposes to advance interim regulations, adopt-
ing a temporary, albeit more stringent, radial approach incorporating initial defined exclusion 
zones around airports and aerodromes. These interim regulations, allowing for increased solar 
panel planning exemptions, will cover the vast majority of the land area of the country, only 
excluding those limited exclusion zones around airports and aerodromes.

The draft interim regulations have been reviewed under the Strategic Environmental As-
sessment (SEA) Directive 2001/42/EC and it has been determined that they are likely to have 
significant effects on the environment, necessitating the undertaking of a full SEA on the draft 
proposals. The SEA process, involving a public consultation on the proposals which will be 
launched in the comings weeks, has commenced and is expected to take between four and five 
months to complete.

Following the public consultation and consideration of any submissions received, and as 
required under planning legislation, the proposed exempted development regulations must be 
laid in draft form before the Houses of the Oireachtas and receive a positive resolution from 
both Houses before they can be made and the SEA process concluded. 

Accordingly, the process for finalising the interim solar panel planning exemptions as re-
ferred to above, with interim exclusion zones around airports and aerodromes, is now expected 
to be completed in Q4 2021. As outlined, pending the finalisation of the aforementioned avia-
tion safeguarding maps, these interim regulations will allow for the vast majority of the country 
to be covered by the proposed new solar panel exemptions apart from those areas in close prox-
imity to airports and aerodromes.

Work on the development of the aviation safeguarding maps for airports and aerodromes 
is expected to be completed by Q4 2021. The final supplementary set of regulations - delineat-
ing the final exclusion areas around airports and aerodromes in which the exemptions will not 
apply - will be prepared thereafter and, subject to environmental reporting considerations, will 
subsequently be laid in draft form before the Houses of the Oireachtas for approval in a timely 
manner. 

27/07/2021WRJJ04300Horticulture Sector

27/07/2021WRJJ04400592. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if urgent concerns will be addressed from within the horticulture sector in relation to the 
lack of availability and access to peat as a growing media which is threatening the viability of 
thousands of jobs within the sector; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39099/21]

27/07/2021WRJJ04500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): I have neither statutory nor Ministerial responsibility for the har-
vesting or supply of horticultural peat. To assist in addressing the question of horticultural peat 
for domestic purposes, I have established a working group under an independent chairman, Dr. 
Munoo Prasad, to examine the issues which had been identified during the Review of the use 
of Peat Moss in the Horticultural Industry.  It is comprised of representatives of the relevant 
Government Departments, State Bodies, and Environmental Non-Governmental Organisations 
and of various sectors within the horticultural industry. 

The working group has already held a number of meetings. The legislative provisions in 
relation to horticultural peat extraction and the potential of alternatives to the use of peat moss 
in the horticultural industry has been discussed at these meetings. 
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An Interim Report with regard to the current shortage of peat in the Horticulture Industry 
has been received and a final report of the Working Group is expected by the end of September 
2021. The final report aims to identify possible alternatives to peat and to outline the research 
required to produce commercially effective alternatives for use in the Horticulture sector.

27/07/2021WRJJ04600Approved Housing Bodies

27/07/2021WRJJ04700593. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of housing units held by each approved housing body broken down by 
those held and those in the pipeline, broken down by those being built, acquired or mortgage-
to-rent; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39118/21]

27/07/2021WRJJ04800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Housing (Regulation of Approved Housing Bodies) Act 2019 provides for the establish-
ment of the Approved Housing Bodies Regulatory Authority (AHBRA) to oversee the effective 
governance, financial management and performance of all voluntary and co-operative housing 
bodies. The AHBRA was formally established on 1 February 2021 and will have responsibility 
for, inter alia, establishing and maintaining a register of AHBs; preparing standards by which 
AHBs will be monitored and assessed; encouraging and facilitating the better governance, ad-
ministration and management, including corporate governance and financial management, of 
AHBs. The Regulator will also have powers to carry out investigations and cancel the registra-
tion of AHBs. It is anticipated that the AHBRA will become fully operational in 2022. Until 
such time as the Regulator has full statutory powers, the interim Regulatory Committee (iRC) 
supported by staff of the Regulation Office based within the Housing Agency has oversight of 
AHBs signed up to the Voluntary Regulation Code (VRC). 

The Regulation Office 2020 Annual Report and Sectoral Analysis was published in June 
2021 and provides a comprehensive overview of the last assessment cycle under voluntary 
regulation. This provides detailed analysis on the AHB housing stock with data derived from 
the Annual Regulatory Returns and is only available in this detail for the period up to Decem-
ber 2019. A copy of this report is available on the Housing Agency website linked at:   www.
housingagency.ie/sites/default/files/2021-07/Regulation%20Annual%20Report%202020%20
FINAL.pdf

The Housing Agency also publishes a full range of statistics on the MTR scheme includ-
ing a status report by purchaser and is available at the following link: www.housingagency.ie/
housing-information/mortgage-rent-statistics

The Social Housing Construction Status Report (CSR) published each quarter provides 
scheme level detail on social housing new build activity in each local authority, including those 
delivered by Approved Housing Bodies. The most recent report covers the period up to the end 
of Quarter 1 2021 and shows that there were more than 9,000 social homes onsite at the end 
of March 2021. The CSR is available at the following link: data.gov.ie/dataset/social-housing-
construction-status-report-q1-2021

 

27/07/2021WRJJ04900Departmental Reports

27/07/2021WRJJ05000594. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the reason for the long delay in the publication of the Review Into Certain Planning Mat-
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ters in Respect of Donegal County Council by a person (details supplied); and the date for the 
publication of the report. [39137/21]

27/07/2021WRJJ05100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
I am considering the report, entitled ‘A Review Into Certain Planning Matters in Respect of 
Donegal County Council’, by Mr. Rory Mulcahy S.C., and will bring this matter to Government 
for consideration in due course. 

In this regard, the decisions of the Commissioner for Environmental Information 
(CEI/18/0019) of 13 February 2019 and the Information Commissioner (OIC-59426-Q8D7T8) 
of 27 February 2020 in relation to requests to publish this report will also be taken into account. 
Both decisions are publicly available on those bodies’ websites.

27/07/2021WRJJ05200Septic Tanks

27/07/2021WRJJ05300595. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the plans he has to legislate to address the situation in which those who purchase a 
property in which the previous owner failed to register the septic tank before the end of 2012 
are now prevented from accessing grant support; the options open to current owners who have 
purchased such properties since 2012 and who are prohibited from accessing support through 
no fault of their own; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39143/21]

27/07/2021WRJJ05400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Following on from the recommendations contained in the Joint Oireachtas Committee on the 
Future Funding of Domestic Water Services report in April 2017, a Working Group was es-
tablished to conduct a review of the wider resources and investment needs relating to the rural 
water sector. As part of its work, the Working Group recommended a number of revisions to 
the existing grant scheme that provided support towards the remediation, repair, or upgrading 
works to, or the replacement of, domestic waste water treatment systems. The revised and new 
regulations that underpin the grant schemes were published in May 2020. 

The Water Services Act 2007, as amended, required all owners of premises served by an 
individual domestic waste water treatment system to have the system entered into a register 
maintained by local authorities. The prescribed date of 1 February 2013 was appointed by the 
Water Services Act 2007 and 2012 Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems (Registration) 
Regulations 2012, as amended. New houses with domestic treatment systems continue to be 
required to register.  

The strict cut-off date, together with sanctions for non-compliance, was successful ensuring 
that an estimated 95% of systems were registered.  Amending this provision to allow for retro-
spective registration would require amendments to primary legislation. It was not possible to do 
so as part of the introduction of the revised grant schemes which were effected by regulations. 

In implementing the revised arrangements, my Department has undertaken to conduct a re-
view of the grant scheme after at least one year of operation to ensure their continued alignment 
with policy objectives. The specifics of this review have not yet been formalised, however, it 
is anticipated that relevant stakeholders will be consulted e.g. local authorities, EPA, etc. as 
appropriate. In considering an indicative timeframe for the review, consideration will be given 
to the most appropriate period in order to ensure best engagement from relevant stakeholders.

27/07/2021WRKK00200Derelict Sites
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27/07/2021WRKK00300596. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the value of derelict sites levies waived by local authorities in 2019, broken down by local 
authority in tabular form. [39165/21]

27/07/2021WRKK00400597. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if local authorities can waive the derelict sites levy if a property was sold. [39166/21]

27/07/2021WRKK00500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): I propose to take Questions Nos. 596 and 597 together.

Where monies are owed under the derelict site levy, they become a charge on the land con-
cerned under section 24 of the Derelict Sites Act 1990 (the Act) until they are paid. Where the 
ownership of the land on which the levy is due is transferred, such as on foot of being sold, the 
local authority must be notified under section 29 of the Act. When a local authority is notified 
by any person of a transfer of land or an interest in land, it shall cause the appropriate entry in 
the register to be amended. The levy remains a charge on the land until it is paid and is payable 
by the registered owner. 

The only circumstances under the Act where the derelict sites levy may be waived is on 
hardship grounds. In this connection, section 26 of the Act provides that:

‘Where, in the opinion of a local authority, payment of the derelict sites levy or of interest 
payable under this Act at a particular time by a particular person would cause undue hardship 
to the person, the local authority may, by notice in writing sent by post or given to the person, 
suspend action or further action under this Part to secure payment of the whole or part of the 
amount of the levy due for such period as may be specified in the notice...’.

In line with the foregoing provision, the waiving of the derelict sites levy under section 26 
of the Act is at the discretion of the local authority concerned and the Department does not have 
information on value of any waivers applied.

Section 23(6) of the Act further provides that a local authority may allow for payment of 
any levies due by instalments.   

27/07/2021WRKK00700Departmental Data

27/07/2021WRKK00800598. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the plans to collate data on homeless deaths in Cork city. [39167/21]

27/07/2021WRKK00900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national frame-
work of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in addressing 
homelessness at the local level.

My Department publishes a detailed monthly report on homelessness, based on data pro-
vided by housing authorities. The Report outlines details of individuals utilising State-funded 
emergency accommodation arrangements that are overseen by housing authorities. The Reports 
are available on my Department’s website at the following link:  http://www.housing.gov.ie/
housing/homelessness/other/homelessness-data

A feasibility study on data collection of homeless deaths nationally is currently being un-
dertaken by the Health Research Board on behalf of the Department of Health. This is due to 
be completed by the end of 2021. The research is applying the methodology used to compile 
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the National Drug Related Deaths Index, which is a census of drug-related deaths and deaths 
among drug users and those who are alcohol dependent in Ireland. The data collection for 2019 
deaths, including deaths among people who were homeless, is reviewing approximately 17,000 
files from all Coroner districts.

27/07/2021WRKK01000Housing Policy

27/07/2021WRKK01100599. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if there is consideration of home extensions which significantly increase the value of the 
property in calculating the clawback in cases in which a person who purchased their home via 
the current incremental purchase scheme opts to sell the property before the 20 year clawback 
period. [39185/21]

27/07/2021WRKK01200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme came into operation on 1 January 2016.  The 
Scheme is open to eligible tenants, including joint tenants, of local authority houses that are 
available for sale under the Scheme. To be eligible, tenants must meet certain criteria, includ-
ing having a minimum reckonable income of €15,000 per annum and having been in receipt of 
social housing support for at least one year.

Part 3 Section 26 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014 sets out that the rel-
evant local authority will place a charge on the house sold under the scheme. This charge will 
be equal to the discount received the price of the house and will remain in place for 20, 25 or 30 
years (depending on the discount given).

Part 3 Section 29 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2014 provides for the 
resale of a property.  Where a purchaser proposes to sell a house during the charged period, he 
or she shall give prior written notice to the housing authority in accordance with the terms and 
conditions specified in the transfer order. 

Where a purchaser resells a house to a person other than a housing authority during the 
charged period, the purchaser shall pay to the housing authority concerned the value of the 
outstanding charged share in the house on the date of resale of the house, which is calculated by 
applying that share to the relevant market value of the house.  An allowance equal to the amount 
of the market value attributable to material improvements can also be applied.

Where a tenant purchase applicant disputes a housing authority’s market valuation of a 
house, the market value or relevant market value, as appropriate, shall be determined by an in-
dependent valuer nominated by the purchaser from a panel of valuers drawn up by the authority 
and with the qualifications set down in Regulation 16, with the purchaser meeting the cost of 
the valuation.

27/07/2021WRKK01300Housing Policy

27/07/2021WRKK01400600. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the date on which sections 6 and 19 of the Residential Tenancies (No 2) Act 2021 was 
commenced; and if this is the date from which rent reviews within rent pressure zone are linked 
to the harmonised indices of consumer prices. [39219/21]

27/07/2021WRKK01500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Residential Tenancies (No. 2) Act 2021 was signed into law on 9 July 2021 and all sections, 
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apart from section 6, came into operation on that date.

Following enactment, the Act was enrolled by the Supreme Court and published on the Irish 
Statute Book on 15 July 2021. Section 6, which relates to rent setting came into operation on 
16 July 2021 on foot of the Residential Tenancies (No. 2) Act (Commencement Order) 2021, 
which I signed on 15 July 2021, the earliest legally permissable date.

Accordingly, any valid notice of rent review served on or after 16 July 2021 in relation to a 
tenancy of a dwelling in a Rent Pressure Zone cannot provide for a rent increase that exceeds 
any inflation, as recorded by the Harmonised Index of Consumer Prices, since the last rent set-
ting. The imposition of any rent increase remains subject to any new rent set not exceeding the 
market rent for that tenancy. Comprehensive information is available on the Residential Tenan-
cies Board’s website – www.rtb.ie.

27/07/2021WRKK01600Housing Policy

27/07/2021WRKK01700601. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the supports available for a person (details supplied) who has been on a waiting list for 
local authority housing for 17 years. [39249/21]

27/07/2021WRKK01800602. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if there will be interdepartmental coordination between his Department and the De-
partment of Justice in order to prevent a situation from reoccurring whereby a victim of domes-
tic abuse has been allocated housing on the same street as their perpetrator (details supplied); 
and the Minister that takes responsibility to issue a directive or bureaucratic mechanism that 
would prevent this from occurring again in the future. [39250/21]

27/07/2021WRKK01900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 601 and 602 together.

Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant local authority, in ac-
cordance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscel-
laneous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, 
as amended.

If a household meets the eligibility and need criteria, it qualifies for the suite of social hous-
ing supports, including HAP, and is placed on the housing list to be considered for the allocation 
of suitable tenancies in accordance with the authority’s allocation scheme. It is a matter for the 
local authority to determine the most appropriate form of social housing support for that house-
hold in the administrative area of that local authority.  

The allocation of local authority dwellings, including the prioritisation of certain house-
holds, is a matter for the local authority concerned, in accordance with their allocation scheme 
made under section 22 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 and associated 
Regulations. This legislation requires all local authorities, as a reserved function, to make an 
allocation scheme determining the order of priority to be accorded in the allocation of dwellings 
to households qualified for social housing support and to households approved for a transfer, the 
allocation of which would, in the opinion of the authority, meet the accommodation needs and 
requirements of the households.

It is the local authority which assesses housing applicants, taking into account factors such 
as the condition and affordability of existing accommodation, medical and compassionate 
grounds, etc. The authority then prioritises the needs of approved applicants in accordance with 
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its allocation scheme.

Decisions on the allocation  of social housing support are a matter solely for the local au-
thority concerned. Each application must be considered on its own merits and the individual 
circumstances taken into account.

As Minister I am precluded by housing legislation from intervening in relation to the pro-
cedures followed, or decisions made, by local authorities in the provision of social housing 
support in individual cases.

Responsibility for the development and provision of services to support victims of domestic 
violence rests with my colleague the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and 
Youth and I understand that the delivery of these services is managed by Tusla, the Child and 
Family Agency.

In terms of housing services, in 2017, my Department issued policy and procedural guid-
ance to local authorities relating to the role they can play to assist victims of domestic violence. 
The guidance is also a useful reference for service providers working in the sector, highlighting 
where they can be of greatest assistance to their clients, covering a range of scenarios that may 
arise for victims of domestic violence currently in receipt of social housing support and those 
seeking social housing supports. These include provisions whereby a household may transfer 
out of their existing tenancy and into a new tenancy agreement with the local authority or they 
may access an independent tenancy in the private rented sector utilising the various housing 
supports offered by the State.

27/07/2021WRKK02100Hen Harriers

27/07/2021WRKK02200603. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if the hen harrier threat response plan has been published; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39260/21]

27/07/2021WRKK02300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The Hen Harrier Threat Response Plan has not been published. In 
June, the draft Plan was circulated to the Consultative Committee (comprising representatives 
from non-governmental organisations, academia and sectoral bodies) and their observations on 
the Plan sought. 

Once that input has been received and taken account of, the processes for a Strategic Envi-
ronmental Assessment and an Appropriate Assessment of the draft Plan will be initiated by my 
Department.  

Once these assessment processes are completed, the draft Plan will be finalised and pub-
lished. 

27/07/2021WRKK02400Wildlife Regulations

27/07/2021WRKK02500604. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if clarification will be provided in relation to a series of matters (details supplied) in respect 
of the 2021-22 General Derogation Declaration for the control of certain wild bird species and 
in respect of each bird species listed for controls in schedule 1 of the Declaration. [39266/21]

27/07/2021WRKK02600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
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My officials will make arrangements to contact the Deputy directly to furnish the relevant docu-
mentation in respect of the Wild Bird Declarations for the period 1 May 2021 to 30 April 2022.

27/07/2021WRKK02700Departmental Surveys

27/07/2021WRKK02800605. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if a contract has been awarded by his Department in respect of the etender for a national 
survey of urban gulls published on 16 March 2021; if so, the cost of the contract; when the 
survey will be completed; and when the results of the survey will be published. [39267/21]

27/07/2021WRKK02900606. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the challenges to providing such accurate estimates in respect of the etender published 
on 16 March 2021 for a national survey of urban seagulls and in relation to his Department’s 
statement on page 45 of its five-yearly obligatory report to the EU Commission in 2019 (details 
supplied); the steps being taken by the contractor to meet these challenges and or offset any 
impact they might have on the accuracy of the survey; and the degree of confidence he and his 
Department has that the challenges will be met by the survey to ensure its accuracy. [39268/21]

27/07/2021WRKK03000607. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if his Department considered use of digital aerial reconnaissance for the national survey 
(details supplied) in respect of the etender published on 16 March 2021 for a national survey of 
urban seagulls; the reason digital aerial reconnaissance was not specified as a counting method 
in the etender documents; and the advantages of digital aerial reconnaissance over his Depart-
ment’s prescribed counting method in its etender document, that is, observation and ground 
walked in addressing the challenges acknowledged by his Department in its five yearly report 
to the EU Commission in 2019. [39269/21]

27/07/2021WRKK03100608. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if his attention has been drawn to the urban seagull studies carried out in north Wales and in 
greater Birmingham in 2018 and 2019 (details supplied); and the implications this might have 
for his Department’s survey particularly if it is to inform policy in the interests of public health 
and safety under Article 9.1.a of the 1979 Birds Directive. [39270/21]

27/07/2021WRKK03200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 605, 606, 607 and 608 together.

The National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) in my Department undertake regular 
monitoring and surveys of breeding seabird colonies around Ireland in order to provide an 
evidence base to inform conservation management measures and decisions. I am aware of the 
preliminary work that was undertaken by the British Trust for Ornithology in regions of Wales 
and England, where a random selection of 1km grid squares that were dominated by urban and 
suburban habitats were surveyed for breeding gulls, using several methods including drones 
and ground-based surveys. This work has allowed the derivation of correction factors that are 
to be incorporated into a mathematical model using data from randomly selected squares across 
Ireland and Britain where ground-based surveys were carried out. The model will take into ac-
count the different count results arising from the different counting methods used in the prelimi-
nary work.  Thus, it is envisaged that, when the data is analysed, statistically-robust population 
estimates will be produced for both Herring Gull and Lesser Black-backed Gulls at various 
geographic levels.

As part of this collaborative work plan, and via a public procurement process, my Depart-
ment issued a contract to an experienced and expert company to lead on the requisite Irish 
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survey work. The network of NPWS conservation rangers has also undertaken a significant 
amount of the survey work which has helped keep the overall costs of this work down. The cost 
of the contract is €75,250 (excluding VAT).

The fieldwork aspects of this work finished in June this year and over 99% of the randomly 
generated squares were successfully covered. In addition, several other non-randomly gener-
ated squares were completed. The data from the Irish survey and contract is now undergoing 
Quality Assurance procedures. This is due to be completed in August and part of the deliver-
ables is a report describing the numbers and distributions of breeding urban gulls recorded dur-
ing the 2021 survey.  The data will then be shared with the UK JNCC to undertake the analysis 
as described above. It is not possible to give a  publication date at this point.

27/07/2021WRKK03600Departmental Surveys

27/07/2021WRKK03700609. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he has deferred policy formation and or decisions on potential actions to be taken in the 
interests of public health and safety under Article 9.1.a of the 1979 Birds Directive in respect 
of the etender published on 16 March 2021 for a national survey of urban seagulls (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39271/21]

27/07/2021WRKK03800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The results of the survey that is being carried out on foot of the 
etender that was published in relation to a national survey of urban seagulls will feed into any 
policy formation and decisions on potential actions to be taken in this regard. The survey is cur-
rently  underway and a report on findings is expected in the Autumn.

27/07/2021WRKK03900Wildlife Regulations

27/07/2021WRKK04000610. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the legal purpose and public administration role particularly with regard to licensing con-
trols on wild bird species of section 59 of the Wildlife Act 2000; and the circumstances in which 
he envisages availing of section 59 of the Act to preserve public health and safety. [39272/21]

27/07/2021WRKK04100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The purpose of Section 59 of the Wildlife Act 2000 is to empower 
the Minister to authorise acts that are deemed to be necessary for the preservation of public 
health and safety even when such actions would ordinarily contravene legal provisions set out 
in Part II and Section 51 of the principal Act (Wildlife Act 1976).  

The circumstances where the Minister would envisage granting such licences would be 
where a real threat to public health and safety is confirmed and where the action(s) which the 
licence would authorise would be both necessary and proportionate to mitigate or eliminate that 
threat; and be compatible with Ireland’s obligations under EU and International Law.

27/07/2021WRKK04200Departmental Schemes

27/07/2021WRKK04300611. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage if he will consider establishing a financial support system for citizen resident in buildings 
(details supplied). [39278/21]
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27/07/2021WRKK04400643. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage if it can be guaranteed that any remedial work carried out to tackle the major 
problem of fire and structural defects in the country’s apartments and duplexes will be covered 
in another form of monetary relief to the persons affected; if so, the timeframe for such relief; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39562/21]

27/07/2021WRKK04500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 611 and 643 together.

The Programme for Government sets out a number of commitments in respect of the im-
portant policy area of building defects and provides for an examination of defects in housing, 
having regard to the recommendations of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Housing report, 
“Safe as Houses”.

In this context, I established a working group to examine defects in housing. The plenary 
working group has been meeting monthly since March 2021, in addition to subgroup meetings. 
The group’s terms of reference were adopted in May 2021 and include:

Examine defects in housing having regard to the recommendations in Item 4 “Addressing 
the legacy of bad building and poor regulation” in Chapter 4 of the Joint Oireachtas Committee 
on Housing, Planning and Local Government report - ‘Safe as Houses? A Report on Building 
Standards, Building Controls and Consumer Protection’. 

Establish the nature of significant, wide-spread fire safety, structural safety and water ingress 
defects in purpose built apartment buildings, including duplexes, constructed between 1991 – 
2013 in Ireland through consultation with affected homeowners, homeowner representative 
organisations, owners’ management companies, relevant managing agents, public representa-
tives, local authorities, product manufacturers, building professionals, industry stakeholders, 
insurance providers, mortgage providers and other relevant parties. Including such matters as:

- Identification and description of defect, 

- Nature of defect – design, product, workmanship,

- Non-compliance with building regulations or actual damage, 

- Severity/risk to life or serviceability of dwelling,

- Period of construction affected, 

- Type of dwelling affected, 

Location of dwellings affected. 

Establish the scale of the issue – estimate number of dwellings affected by the defects identi-
fied including those already remediated.

Consider a methodology for the categorisation of defects and the prioritisation of remedial 
action. 

In the case of defects with fire safety implications, consider how the framework for enhanc-
ing fire safety in dwellings can be applied to mitigate the risks arising from fire safety defects 
pending the remediation of defects and the Code of Practice for Fire Safety Assessment of 
Premises and Buildings, which is currently being developed by National Directorate of Fire and 
Emergency Management. 
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Suggest mechanisms for resolving defects, in the context of the legal rights, duties and ob-
ligations of developers, builders, building professionals, insurers, mortgage providers, building 
control authorities, fire authorities, owners’ management companies, owner occupiers, renters 
and landlords, including: 

- Technical options for the remediation of dwellings, 

- Efficient means of carrying out work,

- individual dwellings or whole building approach,

- routine maintenance/refurbishment or remediation,

- Structures or delivery channels needed to facilitate resolution – advice and support.  

Evaluate the potential cost of technical remediation options. 

Pursue options on possible financial solutions to effect a resolution, in line with the Pro-
gramme for Government commitment to identify options for those impacted by defects to ac-
cess low-cost, long-term finance. 

To report to the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage on the Examination 
of Defects in Housing.

In regard to the working group’s deliberations, the group will seek to engage with a range 
of interested parties, including homeowners, public representatives, local authorities, product 
manufacturers, building professionals and industry stakeholders, among others to examine the 
issue of defects in housing and report to me on the matter. Consultation with the relevant parties 
has commenced and further arrangements in this  regard are currently being put in place by the 
working group.

I look forward to receiving and considering the working group’s report on this complex 
matter. 

27/07/2021WRKK04600Departmental Staff

27/07/2021WRKK04700612. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the estimated full year pay cost of employing four senior building surveyors, six executive 
building surveyors and four assistant building surveyors in tabular form. [39282/21]

27/07/2021WRKK04800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The information requested is set out in the table below:

Title of post Estimated annual salary cost
4 X Senior Building Surveyors €332,084
6 X Executive Building Surveyors €358,404
4 X Assistant Building Surveyors €197,044
Total €887,532
 

The estimated annual pay bill cost of €887, 532 does not include employer’s PRSI contribu-
tions etc.
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27/07/2021WRLL00200Horticulture Sector

27/07/2021WRLL00300613. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the level of engagement he has had with businesses that will be impacted by the restrictions 
on cutting horticultural peat; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39319/21]

27/07/2021WRLL00400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): I have neither statutory nor Ministerial responsibility for the har-
vesting or supply of horticultural peat. To assist in addressing the question of horticultural peat 
for domestic purposes, I have established a working group under an independent chairman, Dr. 
Munoo Prasad, to examine the issues which had been identified during the Review of the use 
of Peat Moss in the Horticultural Industry.  It is comprised of representatives of the relevant 
Government Departments, State Bodies, and Environmental Non-Governmental Organisations 
and of various sectors within the horticultural industry. 

The working group has already held a number of meetings. The legislative provisions in 
relation to horticultural peat extraction and the potential of alternatives to the use of peat moss 
in the horticultural industry has been discussed at these meetings. 

An Interim Report with regard to the current shortage of peat in the Horticulture Industry 
has been received and is under review. A final report of the Working Group is due by the end 
of September 2021. The final report is expected to identify possible alternatives to peat and to 
outline the research required to produce commercially effective alternatives for use in the Hor-
ticulture sector.

27/07/2021WRLL00500Housing Provision

27/07/2021WRLL00600614. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the timeline for works at an estate (details supplied); when completion of this project is 
expected; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39328/21]

27/07/2021WRLL00700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The social housing project referred to in the question is being advanced by Galway County 
Council with funding support from my Department under the Social Housing Investment Pro-
gramme. I understand that the Council received planning permission for the development from 
An Bord Pleanála on 26th April 2021.

I look forward therefore, to receiving their pre-tender proposal as soon as possible.  There-
after the timing of the tender process, the appointment of contractors and the completion of the 
project will be matters for the Council but I am anxious that it is swiftly advanced and I have 
assured all local authorities that funding is available to support all their social housing delivery 
projects.  Further specific information on the advancement of this project should be available 
directly from Galway County Council.

27/07/2021WRLL00800National Parks and Wildlife Service

27/07/2021WRLL00900615. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will request the National Parks and Wildlife Service to meet and engage with a 
group (details supplied) to discuss the way the restoration of a sign can be completed in line 
with best practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39348/21]
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27/07/2021WRLL01000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): National Parks and Wildlife Service, North Eastern Regional 
Management of my Department is, and has at all times been available to discuss with the EIRE 
6 Restoration Group, any proposal it may have for the remediation of certain works previously 
carried out on the EIRE 6 sign. Regional Management is also available to discuss any proposal 
by the group to carry out restoration of the sign, subject to the requirements of the EU Habitats 
Directive.

27/07/2021WRLL01100Housing Policy

27/07/2021WRLL01200616. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if a housing passport which could allow inter-transfers between local authorities as out-
lined in the Social Housing Strategy 2020 has been introduced; and if not, when same will be 
introduced. [39376/21]

27/07/2021WRLL01300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The examination of a social housing passport as a means of allowing those with a housing 
need assessed in one local authority to be housed in or transferred to another local authority’s 
functional area was, as referred to by the Deputy, part of the Social Housing Strategy 2020.  A 
similar measure has been included in the Programme for Government as part of a package of 
social housing reform measures.  

It should be noted that the four Dublin local authorities already co-operate in arrangements 
that enable social housing applicants to apply for housing in one or two of the other Dublin 
authorities simultaneously.  Similar arrangements apply in the two Cork and two Galway local 
authorities.  It is also already possible for households to move and relocate between housing 
authority areas under the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) Scheme where the household 
income is within the appropriate income limits.  

The issue of providing for wider tenancy movements is being examined and I will look at 
proposals in relation to such wider movement along with the other reform package measures.

27/07/2021WRLL01400Housing Schemes

27/07/2021WRLL01500617. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
when the review of the incremental tenant purchase scheme will be published; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39378/21]

27/07/2021WRLL01600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Tenant (Incremental) Purchase Scheme came into operation on 1 January 2016. The Scheme 
is open to eligible tenants, including joint tenants, of local authority houses that are available 
for sale under the Scheme. To be eligible, tenants must meet certain criteria, including having a 
minimum reckonable income of €15,000 per annum and having been in receipt of social hous-
ing support for at least one year.

A review of the first 12 months of the Scheme’s operation has been undertaken. In addition, 
the Programme for Government commits to maintaining the right of social housing tenants to 
purchase their own home with some changes to eligibility. The review and the commitments in 
the Programme for Government are being examined as part of the work on the broader social 
housing reform agenda. I expect to be in a position to finalise changes to the Scheme once the 
work on these reform measures is complete.
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27/07/2021WRLL01700Housing Schemes

27/07/2021WRLL01800618. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if a review of the HAP and homeless HAP rates payable for County Wicklow will be under-
taken; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39379/21]

27/07/2021WRLL01900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Increased rent limits for the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) and the Rent Supplement 
Scheme were introduced in 2016. These limits were agreed in conjunction with the Depart-
ment of Social Protection (DSP).  In reviewing the rent limits, my Department worked closely 
with DSP and monitored data gathered from the Residential Tenancies Board and the HAP 
Shared Services Centre.  The HAP rent limits were increased significantly, in the order of 60% 
in some cases.

Maximum rent limits for the HAP scheme are set out for each housing authority area by the 
Housing Assistance Payment (Amendment) Regulations 2017.  The current maximum HAP 
rent limits are available on the Irish Statute Book website at the following link:

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2017/si/56/made/en/print?q=housing&years=2017. 

Local authorities also have discretion, because of local rental market conditions, to exceed 
the maximum rent limit by up to 20%, or up to 50% in the Dublin region for those households 
either in, or at immediate risk of homelessness. It should be noted that it is a matter for the local 
authority to determine whether the application of the flexibility is warranted on a case by case 
basis and also the level of additional discretion applied in each case. 

At end Q1 2021, 52.2% of the total number of households being supported by HAP were 
benefiting from the additional flexibility. When the additional discretion available to homeless 
households in the Dublin region is removed, 46.4% of households nationally were benefiting 
from the additional flexibility. In those cases, the average rate of discretionary payment being 
used was 17.1% above rent limits provided. This increases to 23.5% when the Dublin region 
homeless area data is included.  Wicklow County Council used discretion in 31.4% of HAP 
tenancies and the average level of discretion applied by Wicklow County Council was 16.8%.

In considering this issue, I am conscious that increasing the current HAP rent limits could 
have negative inflationary impacts, leading to a detrimental impact on the wider rental market, 
including for those households who are not receiving HAP support.

My Department closely monitors the level of discretion being used by local authorities, 
taking into account other sources of data, including Residential Tenancies Board rent data pub-
lished on a quarterly basis. It is considered that the current maximum rent limits, together with 
the additional flexibility available to local authorities, are generally adequate to support the ef-
fective operation of the HAP scheme.

The Programme for Government commits to ensuring that HAP levels are adequate to sup-
port vulnerable households, while we increase the supply of social housing. My Department 
continues to keep the operation of the HAP scheme under review.

27/07/2021WRLL02000Housing Policy

27/07/2021WRLL02100619. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the current stage at which the review for the social housing income limits is at; and when an 
announcement will be made in relation to same. [39380/21]
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27/07/2021WRLL02200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant local authority, in accor-
dance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscella-
neous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, 
as amended.

The 2011 Regulations prescribe maximum net income limits for each local authority, in dif-
ferent bands according to the area concerned, with income being defined and assessed accord-
ing to a standard Household Means Policy. The 2011 Regulations do not provide local authori-
ties with any discretion to exceed the limits that apply to their administrative areas.

Under the Household Means Policy, which applies in all local authorities, net income for so-
cial housing assessment is defined as gross household income less income tax, PRSI, Universal 
Social Charge and Additional Superannuation Contribution. The Policy provides for a range of 
income disregards, and local authorities also have discretion to decide to disregard income that 
is temporary, short-term or once-off in nature.

A table setting out the details of the three bands and the limits currently applicable in each 
local authority area is available on the Department’s website at the following link: www.gov.ie/
en/publication/04c69-social-housing-support-table-of-income-limits/

The income bands are expressed in terms of a maximum net income threshold for a single-
person household, with an allowance of 5% for each additional adult household member, sub-
ject to a maximum allowance under this category of 10% and separately a 2.5% allowance for 
each child.

The income bands and the authority area assigned to each band were based on an assessment 
of the income needed to provide for a household’s basic needs, plus a comparative analysis of 
the local rental cost of housing accommodation across the country. It is important to note that 
the limits introduced in 2011 also reflected a blanket increase of €5,000 introduced prior to 
the new system coming into operation, in order to broaden the base from which social hous-
ing tenants are drawn, both promoting sustainable communities and also providing a degree of 
future-proofing.

Given the cost to the State of providing social housing, it is considered prudent and fair to 
direct resources to those most in need of social housing support. The current income eligibility 
requirements generally achieve this, providing for a fair and equitable system of identifying 
those households facing the greatest challenge in meeting their accommodation needs from 
their own resources.

However, as part of the broader social housing reform agenda, a review of income eligibil-
ity for social housing supports in each local authority area is underway. The review will have 
regard to current initiatives being brought forward in terms of affordable housing both for pur-
chase and for cost rental and will be completed when the impacts of these parallel initiatives 
have been considered.

27/07/2021WRLL02300Housing Schemes

27/07/2021WRLL02400620. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the supports that are available for families that are privately renting that receive a notice to quit 
and are above the income threshold for social housing; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39381/21]



Questions - Written Answers

302

27/07/2021WRLL02500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2021 provide that where a tenant has been in occupation 
of a dwelling for a continuous period of 6 months, with no valid notice of termination having 
been served during that time, a ‘Part 4 tenancy’ is established to cover the next 5 years and 6 
months.   

Section 34 of the Acts provides that a landlord must state a reason for the termination in 
any tenancy termination notice served, and the termination will not be valid unless that reason 
relates to one of the following: 

- the tenant has failed to comply with the obligations (other than the obligation to pay rent) 
of the tenancy; 

- the tenant has failed to comply with the obligation to pay rent under the tenancy; 

- the dwelling is no longer suited to the  needs of the occupying household;

- the landlord intends to sell the dwelling within the next 9 months;

- the landlord requires the dwelling for own or family member occupation; 

- vacant possession is required for  substantial refurbishment of the dwelling; and/or 

- the landlord intends to change the use of the dwelling.  

The Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2019  strengthened the security of tenure for 
tenants by significantly extending the duration of tenancy termination notice periods; for ex-
ample, a minimum of 180 days (approx. 6 months) notice must be provided by landlords who 
terminate a tenancy of between 3 and 7 years’ duration. 

Since 1 July 2019, the Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) is empowered under Part 7A – 
Complaints, Investigations and Sanctions – of the Residential Tenancies Acts to investigate 
improper conduct by landlords and to impose sanctions, where appropriate. In particular, an 
unlawful tenancy termination may be investigated with the landlord liable to a sanction of up 
to €30,000.

Section 56 of the Acts provides for the award of damages for abuse of the termination pro-
cedure, and the RTB can make a direction that a landlord pay an amount by way of damages for 
the deprivation of the tenancy. 

The drafting of the Residential Tenancies (Amendment) Act 2019 benefited from input from 
the sector, including the key Non-Government Organisations (NGOs) working in housing and 
homelessness. In particular, the 2019 amendments to legally tighten the tenancy termination 
provisions and to significantly extend the tenancy termination notice periods were informed by 
the experiences in the rental sector, as highlighted by the NGOs.

The Planning and Development, and Residential Tenancies, Act 2020 (PDRTA) provides 
that during the period from 11 January 2021 until 12 January 2022, for tenants with rent ar-
rears due to Covid-19 and at risk of losing their tenancy who make the necessary declaration, 
landlords must provide in any notice of termination on the ground of rent arrears an effective 
termination date which is 90 days from the serving of the notice or 13 January 2022, whichever 
is the later. 

The Residential Tenancies (No. 2) Act 2021, which was signed into law on 9 July 2021, pro-
vides for the extended application of the enhanced protections under the PDRTA for 6 months 
from 13 July 2021 to 12 January 2022.
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Comprehensive information in relation to the enhanced protections under the PDRTA and 
the State supports available, including from the Department of Social Protection, to assist ten-
ants is available on www.rtb.ie.

The Programme for Government - ‘Our Shared Future’, commits to improve the security 
of tenure for tenants, through legislating for tenancies of indefinite duration, increasing RTB 
enforcement and examining incentives for long-term leasing.  

Subject to legal advices, I expect the General Scheme of the Housing and Residential Ten-
ancies Bill to be submitted to Government in the Autumn for approval to proceed to legal draft-
ing. A provision relating to tenancies of indefinite duration is being considered in this context. 

27/07/2021WRLL02600Housing Schemes

27/07/2021WRLL02700621. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he will consider increasing the maximum value of a property that can be purchased under 
the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme in County Clare; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39403/21]

27/07/2021WRLL02800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department operates the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan, which is targeted at first time buy-
ers who wish to own their own home, have access to an adequate deposit and have the capacity 
to repay a mortgage, but who are unable to access a mortgage sufficient for them to purchase 
their first home. 

With a Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan you can borrow up to 90%   of the market value of a 
residential property. Maximum market values of the property that can be purchased or self-built 
are:

- €320,000 in the counties Cork, Dublin, Galway, Kildare, Louth, Meath and Wicklow, and

- €250,000 in the rest of the country.

This limits the amount that can be borrowed to no more than €288,000 in the counties Cork, 
Dublin, Galway, Kildare, Louth, Meath and Wicklow and no more than €225,000   in the rest of 
the country. There are no plans at present to change these limits.

The Programme for Government - “Our Shared Future” contains a commitment to expand 
the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan.

Further information and full details of the loan’s eligibility criteria can be accessed on the 
Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan website in the link below.

www.gov.ie/en/service/f749a-rebuilding-ireland-home-loan-scheme/

27/07/2021WRLL02900Housing Schemes

27/07/2021WRLL03000622. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if further schemes will be introduced to help solo buyers who are endeavouring to get on 
the property ladder; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39404/21]

27/07/2021WRLL03100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): A 
number of measures are currently in place for individuals seeking to purchase or self-build their 
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first home. 

The Help to Buy Scheme may return tax paid in the previous four years (up to a maximum 
amount of €30,000) to eligible first-time homeowners purchasing or self-building a new home. 
Further information on this support is available online at: www.revenue.ie/en/property/help-to-
buy-incentive/index.aspx.

The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan is another support for first-time homeowners, includ-
ing self-builds. This scheme enables access to sustainable mortgage lending to purchase new 
properties, or finance self-builds, or purchase second-hand properties, in a suitable price range. 
To avail of this support, applicants need to have sufficient borrowing and repayment capacity 
and must be capable of repaying the mortgage. Further information on the Rebuilding Ireland 
Home Loan is available at http://rebuildingirelandhomeloan.ie/.

In addition to the above substantial supports, the Affordable Housing Act 2021, which was 
enacted on 21 July 2021, is the first ever standalone affordable housing legislation.  The provi-
sions of the Act establish the basis for four new affordable housing measures.  

These measures will deliver on the Programme for Government commitment to put afford-
ability at the heart of the housing system and prioritise the increased supply of affordable homes 
through (1) delivering affordable homes on local authority lands, (2) the introduction of a new 
form of tenure in Cost Rental, (3) a new affordable purchase shared equity scheme and (4) ex-
panding Part V planning requirements to increase the 10% contribution requirement to 20% and 
to apply it to cost rental as well as social and affordable housing. 

The Government’s ‘Housing for All Strategy’ which will be published in the coming weeks 
will establish provide further details on the above supports.

27/07/2021WRLL03200Departmental Budgets

27/07/2021WRLL03300623. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the amount of funding his Department applied for in budget 2021 for the farm plan scheme; the 
amount of funding that was allocated to his Department for 2021; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter.  [39408/21]

27/07/2021WRLL03400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The NPWS Farm Plan Scheme supports landowners to deliver 
actions that benefit habitats and species in biodiversity areas of European and Irish importance. 
Over the past 15 years, around 800 Plans have been delivered covering a variety of nature inter-
ests, from birds and other species of conservation concern to habitats including eskers, coastal 
dunes, fens and turloughs. Currently, there are around 100 active Farm Plans across the country.

A total of €1.89m was made available in 2021 which will allow for approximately 200 ad-
ditional Plans. In the most recent call for applications (March 2021), 170 valid farm plan ap-
plications were made. From these, 119 farm plans are presently being designed in cooperation 
between the landowner, NPWS and NPWS farm planners. The types of priorities that are as-
sociated with the present round of farm plan entrants include Blanket Bog, Birds of Conserva-
tion Concern, Pollinators, Lesser Horseshoe Bats, Rivers, Turloughs, Invasive Species, Tillage 
Biodiversity, Annexed Grasslands, Wider Biodiversity and more.   
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27/07/2021WRLL03500Wastewater Treatment

27/07/2021WRLL03600624. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the status of an application for a group sewerage scheme (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39414/21]

27/07/2021WRLL03700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department has recently engaged with the revelvant local authority in relation to some que-
ries on the Community Waste Water Connection (formally known as group sewerage schemes) 
project included in the details supplied. It is now a matter for the local authority to advance the 
project further. My Department will continue to engage with the local authority on the project 
as required.

27/07/2021WRLL03800Departmental Schemes

27/07/2021WRLL03900625. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the criteria which must be met by communities in seeking to amend town centre public 
realm enhancement work plans in order to be in a position to put forward their own plan with 
the necessary criteria concerned; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39443/21]

27/07/2021WRLL04000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): On 
foot of clarification received by my Department from the Deputy, I understand that the question 
relates to a Town Public Realm Enhancement project in Ballaghaderreen, County Roscommon.  
I further understand that the project is funded under the Rural Regeneration Development Fund 
(RRDF), which comes within the remit of my colleague, the Minister for Rural and Community 
Development.  

Accordingly, I am not in a position to comment on the matter.

27/07/2021WRLL04100Water Quality

27/07/2021WRLL04200626. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage his plans to improve water quality in the River Lee given the dangerous nitrogen levels 
found in the river in 2019. [39489/21]

27/07/2021WRLL04300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Primary responsibility for the monitoring, management, protection and improvement of water 
quality is assigned to local authorities under the Local Government (Water Pollution) Acts and 
related legislation.  The Environmental Protection Agency, through its Office of Environmental 
Enforcement, exercises general supervision in relation to the performance of these functions by 
local authorities.

However, from a national perspective, the EPA’s recent report ‘Assessment of the catch-
ments that need reductions in nitrogen concentrations to achieve water quality objectives’ high-
lighted the serious challenges facing Ireland’s Water Environment. Nutrient concentrations are 
too high and the trends in some areas are going in the wrong direction.  This oversupply of 
nutrients is coming from agricultural land and from underperforming waste water systems (both 
urban and domestic). 

In terms of agricultural nutrients, my Department is working closely with the Department 
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine on effective measures to address these issues through the 
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River Basin Management Plan, the Nitrates Action Programme and the Common Agricultural 
Policy Strategic Plan.

Our policy is to ensure we provide the right measure, in the right place. As outlined in the 
River Basin Management Plan for the years 2018 to 2021, and now in the EPA’s report, the 
pressures on water quality can vary across different catchments. As a result it is clear that ‘one-
size fits all’ measures are not always fully effective. For example, established under the current 
River Basins Management Plan, a free advisory service is now available to farmers in priority 
areas where the EPA identifies agriculture as a significant pressure on water quality. 

The Programme for Government commits Ireland to producing a new, stronger River Basin 
Management Plan in 2022, a draft of which will be published in the coming weeks for public 
consultation.

Ireland’s Nitrates Action Programme is another key instrument in achieving good water 
quality. It is designed to prevent pollution of surface waters and groundwater from agricultural 
sources and to protect and improve water quality. The current regulations run to the end of 2021 
and a new Nitrates Action Programme will be published at the beginning of 2022.  

A second consultation phase on the review of the Nitrates Action Programme will be pub-
lished in the coming weeks. This review is being led by the Nitrates Expert Group, which in-
cludes scientific experts from my own Department; the Department of Agriculture, Food and 
Marine; Teagasc and the Environmental Protection Agency. The Nitrates Expert Group will 
assess the most up to date scientific evidence, and will advise my Department on the measures 
that should be included in the next Action Programme. The Expert Group are also engaging in 
bilateral discussions with interested stakeholder groups as part of the review.   

Where urban waste water is causing an impact, Irish Water is investing in improved services 
and infrastructure through its Capital Investment Plan. Government has also improved targeted 
financial supports to help bring domestic septic tanks up to standard.

Our entire water system does need substantial and sustained investment over a number of 
investment cycles to fully improve performance and resilience.  In this regard, as part of Bud-
get 2021, over €1.4 billion was secured to support water services. This includes €1.3 billion in 
respect of domestic water services provision by Irish Water. This overall investment will deliver 
significant improvements in public water and wastewater services, support improved water sup-
plies right across Ireland, including rural Ireland, and support a range of programmes delivering 
improved water quality in our rivers, lakes and marine area.

27/07/2021WRLL04400Traveller Accommodation

27/07/2021WRLL04500627. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the Traveller accommodation spend for 2021 to date, by local authority in tabular form. 
[39519/21]

27/07/2021WRLL04600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, 
housing authorities have statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommodation 
needs of Travellers and the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual Traveller 
Accommodation Programmes in their areas.  My Department’s role is to ensure that there are 
adequate structures and supports in place to assist the authorities in providing such accommo-
dation, including a national framework of policy, legislation and funding. 
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Please see below the funds recouped to local authorities by my Department from the  Trav-
eller Accommodation budget in 2021 to date in tabular form.   

Local Authority 2021 recouped to date
Carlow 0
Cavan €518
Clare 0
Cork City €113,056
Cork County 0
Donegal €19,583
Dublin City 0
DLR 0
Fingal 0
South Dublin 0
Galway City €312,023
Galway County 0
Kerry €9,292
Kildare 0
Kilkenny €50,740
Laois €81,234
Leitrim 0
Limerick City & Co. €1,581,468
Longford 0
Louth 0
Mayo 0
Meath €56,071
Monaghan 0
Offaly €213,022
Roscommon €33,116
Sligo €18,166
Tipperary 0
Waterford City & Co. €173,817
Westmeath 0
Wexford 0
Wicklow €169,811
  
Totals €2,831,917
 

27/07/2021WRLL04700Local Authorities

27/07/2021WRLL04800628. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the amount of funding that has been allocated and spent to date for 2021 on the refurbish-
ment of local authority flat complexes; the flat complexes and local authorities they are in; and 
the work which was undertaken or has commenced in each complex. [39520/21]
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27/07/2021WRLL04900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
understand from clarification received that the Deputy that he is seeking information on funding 
drawn down by Dublin City Council (DCC) from the Regeneration programme in the 2021 vote 
and for years previous for the refurbishment, regeneration or replacement of flat complexes 
built from the 1930s to the 1960s.   

The 2021 Vote allocated €73million for the subhead A.15 Estate Regeneration programmes 
includes Disabled Persons Grants, extensions, improvements works in lieu, remedial works 
schemes and the various regeneration programmes in Limerick, Cork City, Dublin City, Tralee, 
Sligo and Dundalk.   

From 2015 to 2020 DCC has drawn down over €101 million in regeneration funding.   

Regarding Dublin City flat complexes, the Dolphin House and St. Teresa’s Gardens Phase 1 
(Margaret Kennedy Road) projects have been completed.   

There are a number of replacement projects underway including O’Devaney Gardens Phase 
1A, Dominick St. East, Cornamona Court, and North King Street. As these projects are on pre-
viously cleared sites funding is being used from the A.3 SHIP Vote and as such are not drawing 
down from the A.15 Regeneration subhead.   

My Department has provided Stage 1 Capital Appraisal approval for the refurbishment/re-
placement of Pearse House Phase 1 (April 2021), Constitution Hill (June 2020) and Matt Talbot 
Court (July 2020) and Stage 2 Approval for St. Mary’s Dorset St. (July 2021).  DCC is working 
towards detailed design and Part 8 Planning for these projects.   

DCC has informed my Department that it is working on Stage 1 Capital Appraisals and op-
tion assessments for the full refurbishment of Oliver Bond House and other flat complexes.  My 
Department looks forward to working with DCC on these important projects.   

Following on from reviews of the conditions of its older flat complexes and based on the 
need to modernise and bring the living conditions up to acceptable levels and as part of its 
climate action plans, DCC has advised that it is developing a long term strategy for the rede-
velopment and/or refurbishment of many of these complexes.  I also understand that DCC has 
identified 96 of these older flat complexes for redevelopment and/or refurbishment in the years 
2021 to 2030.    

A large number of these flat complexes will be effectively rebuilt while others will be refur-
bished and in some cases will need amalgamations (i.e. two in one) due to unacceptable sizes 
of some homes.  My Department is considering the most appropriate funding streams to enable 
these refurbishment/regeneration/replacement projects and will work with DCC to progress 
them.

In addition to the normal voids programme funding my Department recently announced 
funding under the Void Flats Programme.  This programme provides funding for DCC to carry 
out refurbishment works to flats that are vacant in older flat complexes in order to be ready for 
tenanting in 2021. Up to €5 million has been allocated for these refurbishments and my Depart-
ment is working with DCC on its submission.

27/07/2021WRLL05000Housing Provision

27/07/2021WRLL05100629. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the status of the Call for Housing; the number of properties that have been offered; and the 
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number of properties that have been acquired. [39521/21]

27/07/2021WRLL05200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
To July 20th 2021, 311 properties were offered for sale to the Housing Agency including 42 
properties also offered for leasing. A further 138 properties were offered for leasing or for 
Rental Accommodation Scheme arrangements. Of the properties offered for sale, 45 proceeded 
to sale, with 32 of these purchases completed to date. A further number of properties submitted 
to the Housing Agency are being pursued by local authorities and Approved Housing Bodies 
independently.

27/07/2021WRMM00200Housing Provision

27/07/2021WRMM00300630. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of homes brought into use to date in 2021 via the repair and lease scheme. 
[39522/21]

27/07/2021WRMM00400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Data to end Q1 2021 in relation to dwellings delivered by each local authority under the Repair 
and Leasing Scheme, broken down by year, is available on my Department’s website at the fol-
lowing link:

www.gov.ie/en/collection/6060e-overall-social-housing-provision/#repair-and-leasing-
scheme-rls.

My Department is currently collecting data from local authorities regarding delivery in Q2 
2021. This data will be published when the process is complete.

27/07/2021WRMM00500Housing Provision

27/07/2021WRMM00600631. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of homes brought into use to date in 2021 via the buy and renew scheme. 
[39523/21]

27/07/2021WRMM00700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Since the Buy and Renew Scheme was introduced, local authorities have used it to acquire and 
renew approximately 700 homes for social housing use.  Statistical information for delivery in 
2021 is only published for Quarter 1 so far, in which 10 further Buy and Renew properties were 
acquired.  Statistical information for Quarter 2 of 2021 is being collected and will be published 
shortly. 

I have asked local authorities to increasingly target vacant and derelict properties that can 
be brought back to use as part of new public housing delivery, particularly where good value 
for money can be obtained and there is no impact on the local property market and I have as-
sured them of my Department’s support in this regard.  Going forward, local authorities will be 
tackling such vacancy and dereliction through a more construction-led approach to deliver new 
social homes on existing sites and to support town centre and urban improvements.

27/07/2021WRMM00800Housing Provision

27/07/2021WRMM00900632. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
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tage the number of homes acquired via the Housing Agency to date in 2021; and the average 
cost of each unit. [39524/21]

27/07/2021WRMM01000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Housing Agency has been provided with direct capital funding to facilitate the acquisition 
of suitable portfolios of vacant properties for social housing from financial institutions and in-
vestors.  An Acquisitions Fund of €70m was established with effect from 1 January 2017, with 
the objective of acquiring some 1,600 homes over the period to 2021, for onward sale to Ap-
proved Housing Bodies for use for social housing purposes.   

In Q1 2021 the Housing Agency delivered 5 units with an average price of €197,000 per 
unit.  Statistics for Q2 2021 are currently being collated and will be published in due course.

27/07/2021WRMM01100Traveller Accommodation

27/07/2021WRMM01200633. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the status of the implementation of each of the 32 recommendations of the Report of the 
Expert Group on Traveller Accommodation. [39525/21]

27/07/2021WRMM01300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The Traveller Accommodation Expert Review Report has 32 recom-
mendations which can be broken down into 4 categories which are aimed at:  

1. addressing research deficiencies, including how information is gathered and used;

2. removing any potential delays and obstacles in the planning system in terms of delivery;

3. increasing resources and delivery capacity; and

4. strengthening governance arrangements.

The recommendations have been categorised  into  separate streams reflecting recommen-
dations that can be completed within my Department, recommendations that require the assis-
tance of other Government Departments and Agencies and recommendations that will require 
the commission of further independent research.

Prior to the establishment of a Programme Board to drive implementation of recommenda-
tions from the expert group Report, my Department has been progressing a  number of recom-
mendations and consulting with and reporting on progress to the National Traveller Accommo-
dation Consultative Committee. For example, a review has been concluded of the arrangements 
for the disbursement of funding for the provision and refurbishment of Traveller specific ac-
commodation and a new process implemented for the 2020 allocation of funding.

The Programme Board has now agreed a work programme for 2021. Projects are being set 
up to examine in detail the issues which need to be considered in respect of the 18 recommenda-
tions included in the current work programme.

27/07/2021WRMM01400Housing Provision

27/07/2021WRMM01500634. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of cost rental projects approved by cost rental equity loan; and the number 
of these homes that will be tenanted in 2021, by local authority and approved housing body. 
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[39526/21]

27/07/2021WRMM01600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
As the Deputy will be aware, Budget 2021 allocated €35m for a new Cost Rental Equity Loan 
(CREL) scheme, under which Government is making loans to Approved Housing Bodies 
(AHBs) on favourable terms for up to 30% of the capital cost of new homes for Cost Rental. 
Following a Call for Proposals from AHBs in December 2020, a rigorous assessment process 
was undertaken by my Department and the Housing Agency. In February 2021 I announced 
approval-in-principle for the CREL financing this year of 390 new homes at eight sites across 
Ireland, to be owned and managed by the Clúid, Respond, and Tuath AHBs. These CREL proj-
ects are located in Dublin, the surrounding Greater Dublin Area, and Cork City, with each de-
velopment delivering cost-covering rents for homes on average at least 25% below comparable 
open market prices.

The first of these CREL-financed homes, located at Taylor Hill, Balbriggan, were formally 
launched this month and will be the very first homes to be delivered into the Cost Rental sector 
in Ireland. The 25 homes will be owned, managed and maintained by the Clúid AHB, which is 
acquiring them with the assistance of a €2.4m CREL loan. 

The cost-covering rents for these Taylor Hill homes will be approximately 40% below com-
parable open-market prices in the area, ranging from €935 per month for a two-bed terraced 
house to €1,150 for a four-bed detached house. It is envisaged that these dwellings will be oc-
cupied by the first tenants next month.

The necessary financial and commercial arrangements in relation to the other CREL-fi-
nanced projects are being completed by the AHBs concerned. When these arrangements are 
concluded, details of the other projects, including specific locations, housing typologies, and 
cost-covering rents, will be made public.

CREL will accelerate delivery in the Cost Rental sector, in advance of the LDA’s planned 
future output and the delivery of homes by Local Authorities. The Affordable Housing Act 
2021, signed into law on 21 July, together with regulations made thereunder will provide the 
legislative framework. 

27/07/2021WRMM01700Housing Provision

27/07/2021WRMM01800635. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the status of the serviced sites fund pipeline for 2021 and 2022. [39527/21]

27/07/2021WRMM01900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): To 
date, my Department has issued two broad-based Serviced Sites Fund (SSF) calls for proposals 
to local authorities. Funding of almost €200 million has been approved in principle in support 
of 40 infrastructure projects in 14 local authority areas across 9 counties, which will assist in 
the delivery of almost 4,200 affordable homes for purchase or for rent.

Details of 35 SSF projects which received approval in principle under the two SSF calls to 
date are available on the Department’s website as follows.  

Call 1  www.gov.ie/en/press-release/dbc55-minister-murphy-gives-the-go-ahead-for-ten-
local-authority-sites-for-affordable-housing-under-the-serviced-sites-fund/

Call 2  www.gov.ie/en/press-release/eaf39-minister-murphy-approves-84m-in-funding-for-
25-local-authority-sites-to-support-the-delivery-of-approximately-1770-affordable-homes-na-
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tionally-under-the-serviced-sites-fund-ssf/.

In addition to these projects, approval in principle has also been given to five further ap-
plications for SSF funding, namely, Dublin City Council’s projects in Emmet Road and Oscar 
Traynor Road, Fingal County Council’s projects in Ballymastone, Donabate, and Hayestown, 
Rush and Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council’s project in Shanganagh.

The Covid pandemic has had an impact on the projected timelines for local authorities, due 
to the closure of the construction sector earlier this year.  I wish to advise the Deputy that the 
first SSF projects that will be delivered in 2021 will be the pilot Cost Rental project at Ennisker-
ry Road and the first phase of the Boherboy Road in Cork City. Current projections from local 
authorities suggest that an estimated 400 affordable homes under SSF will be delivered in 2022. 

Contained within the Programme for Government was a commitment to extend the Ser-
viced Sites Fund. In line with this commitment, a review of SSF progress and projects to date 
was undertaken and, having regard to feedback from local authorities, a number of signifi-
cant improvements to the scheme have now been agreed and communicated to local authori-
ties. These include: broadening and renaming it the Affordable Housing Fund to reflect it’s 
purpose and function in funding the delivery of affordable housing; expanding the scope of 
costs covered; taking applications as they are developed on a rolling basis; allowing a direct 
subvention of the all-in development cost, which may include land purchase costs; and, allow-
ing funding to exceed the current maximum of €50,000 per affordable dwelling on a stepped 
scale to €100,000 per affordable unit, where the project requires it.

The improved and expanded funding options will greatly support delivery of affordable 
housing by local authorities. 

Further details on affordable housing delivery will be contained in the new Housing for All 
Strategy. 

27/07/2021WRMM02000Local Authorities

27/07/2021WRMM02100636. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the amount which has been drawn down from the Local Infrastructure Housing Activation 
Fund to date in 2021, by local authority in tabular form. [39528/21]

27/07/2021WRMM02200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The level of expenditure to end 2020, was approximately €79.888m with circa €59.916m in Ex-
chequer funds drawn down, matched by 25% local authority funding. A further €11.399m has 
been expended in 2021 on the same basis.  

While drawdown to date has been in-line with expectations and budget profiling, at this time 
it is not fully apparent what impact the extended closure of the construction sector earlier this 
year, due to the Level 5 public health restrictions, will have on Local Infrastructure Housing 
Activation Fund (LIHAF) funding claims in 2021. The table below details the exchequer fund-
ing drawn down for the period 01 January 2021 to 27 July 2021.
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Local Authority Project Name Infrastructure to be 
delivered

Drawdown of LI-
HAF funding Exche-
quer Contribution 01 
January 2021 to 27 
July 2021 (€)

Cork City  South Docks  - South Docks Tran-
sition Zone transport 
infrastructure- East-
ern Gateway Bridge 
western approach 
road- Marina Park 
- District Park- Ken-
nedy Park upgrade 

2,010,562

Cork County  Midleton (Water-
rock)  

- Knockgriffen junc-
tion upgrade- New 
spine link road- 
Storm water sewer

34,512

Dun Laoghaire Rath-
down  

Cherrywood      - Druid’s Glen Road 
(road only)- Druid’s 
Glen bridge - (short 
bridge structure 
transversing valley)- 
New N11 junction 
‘Q’ at Druid Glen 
Road and- Druid’s 
Glen Road (bridge 
feature)

399,340

Fingal  Baldoyle Stapolin  - Ramp provid-
ing pedestrian and 
cyclist access to 
Clongriffin Train 
Station- Attenua-
tion areas- Regional 
Park- ‘Hole in Wall’ 
staggered junction 
upgrade works

2,042,530*

Kildare        Maynooth      - Maynooth Eastern 
Relief Road- Bridge 
crossing railway and 
Royal Canal

41,789



Questions - Written Answers

314

Local Authority Project Name Infrastructure to be 
delivered

Drawdown of LI-
HAF funding Exche-
quer Contribution 01 
January 2021 to 27 
July 2021 (€)

Kilkenny        Western Environs  - Distributor Road 
from the N76 Callan 
Road to the Circular 
Road- Upgrade of 
the Circular Road 
to the Kilmanagh 
Road- Upgrade the 
Kilmanagh Road 
on the Northern 
Boundary of the 
Western Environs 
Area- Linear park 
and internal amenity 
areas

584,830*

Limerick        Mungret      - Provision of new 
distributor road

226,266

Louth  Newtown Drogheda  - Provision of Access 
Road

286

Louth  Mount Ave-
nue Dundalk  

- Road Improve-
ments

22,240

Meath  Ratoath      - Ratoath outer relief 
road

744,211

Meath  Farganstown, Navan  - Access road 19,411
South Dublin  Kilcarbery/Cork-

agh Grange  
- Spine access road, 
including junction 
upgrade- Pumping 
station and rising 
foul main to existing 
sewer network- Foul 
sewer outfall

144,218*

South Dublin  Clonburris SDZ  - Surface water up-
grade improvement 
scheme

2,440

South Dublin  Adamstown      - Celbridge link 
road- Airlie Park- 
Tandy’s Lane Park

2,177,248

Waterford City and 
County Council  

Kilbarry      - Distributor road 98,642

Total   8,548,525
 *Claims currently being processed.

27/07/2021WRMM02300Housing Provision
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27/07/2021WRMM02400637. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of Housing First tenancies that have been created in 2021 to date; and the target 
for the remainder of the year. [39530/21]

27/07/2021WRMM02500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Housing First enables homeless individuals with high levels of complex needs to obtain perma-
nent secure accommodation with the provision of intensive housing and health supports to help 
them maintain their tenancies.

At the end of March 2021, a total of 539 individuals were being housed under the Housing 
First programme including 438 individuals who have been housed since the publication of the 
National Implementation Plan.  A total of 57 Housing First tenancies were created in the first 
quarter of 2021.  Details on the number of Housing First tenancies are published every three 
months as part of my Department’s Homeless Quarterly Progress Report, with the next report 
due for publication on 30 July 2021.

27/07/2021WRMM02600Housing Schemes

27/07/2021WRMM02700638. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of Rebuilding Ireland home loans applied for, approved and drawn down each 
month to date in 2021, by local authority; and the average amount of each approval and each 
drawdown. [39540/21]

27/07/2021WRMM02800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Housing Agency provides a central support service which assesses applications for the Re-
building Ireland Home Loan on behalf of local authorities and makes recommendations to the 
authorities to approve or refuse applications. Each local authority must have in place a credit 
committee and it is a matter for the committee to make the decision on applications for loans, in 
accordance with the regulations, having regard to the recommendations made by the Housing 
Agency.

The most recent figures provided by the Agency on the numbers of applications that it has 
assessed and recommended for approval for each local authority, for each month up to the end 
of June 2021 are attached in table format.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-07-27_pq638-27-07-21_en.xlsx”>Loan Drawdown</a>]

The next stages in the process are approval and drawdown from the local authority. 

My Department regularly publishes information on the number and value of (i) local author-
ity loan approvals and (ii) local authority loan drawdowns. Local authority approval means that 
an official letter of offer has been sent to a borrower (and therefore relates to a specific property 
and loan amount). 

Figures for the first quarter of 2021 will be available in due course at the below link -

www.gov.ie/en/collection/42d2f-local-authority-loan-activity/#local-authority-loans-ap-
provedpaid.

27/07/2021WRMM02900European Court of Justice
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27/07/2021WRMM03000639. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the status of the European Court of Justice action against the State for breach of the urban 
wastewater treatment directive. [39546/21]

27/07/2021WRMM03100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Following a judgment in March 2019 by the Court of Justice of the European Union on Ire-
land’s non-compliance with the urban wastewater treatment directive, my Department, accom-
panied by Irish Water, met with European Commission officials in June 2019 and proposed 
a programme of measures to ensure that the findings in the judgment were addressed.  My 
Department is maintaining regular contact with the Commission as the work set out in the pro-
gramme of measures is progressed and has submitted its third report of progress.  Works have 
been completed at 17 of the 28 agglomerations identified in the judgment to bring them into 
compliance with the Directive.

Irish Water continues to develop and implement a long-term investment perspective in order 
to strategically address the deficiencies in the public water and waste water system.  Building 
water and waste water treatment plants, as well as upgrading or building new water and waste 
water networks, requires significant and sustained investment. The National Development Plan 
2018-2027 provides for significant investment in public water and wastewater infrastructure 
over the course of the plan to ensure the continued operation, repair and upgrading of Ireland’s 
water and waste water infrastructure to support social and economic development across the 
State and ensure compliance with EU Directives.

27/07/2021WRMM03200Grant Payments

27/07/2021WRMM03300640. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the amount of funding allocated each year via grant aid for lead pipe replacement for domestic 
use since grant funding was introduced; the number of households that have accessed grant aid 
each year; and the amount of funding drawn down each year in tabular form. [39548/21]

27/07/2021WRMM03400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The table below sets out the amount of funding allocated by my Department each year since the 
introduction of the Lead Remediation Grant in 2016.  It also shows the number of households 
that have benefited from the grant and the amount of funding recouped by my Department to 
local authorities each year. The Lead Remediation Grant is a demand-led scheme.

Year Funding allocated Number of House-
holds Benefiting 
Grants Recouped by 
the Department

Total Amount Re-
couped by Depart-
ment

2016 €5,000,000 3 €7,680.00
2017 €1,000,000 52 €131,647.73
2018 €1,000,000 16 €47,116.14
2019 €1,000,000 32 €74,849.45
2020 €1,000,000 6 €12,866.34
2021 (up to 21 July 
2021)

€1,000,000  6 €20,899.60

27/07/2021WRMM03500Water Services
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27/07/2021WRMM03600641. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the details of public water stations within County Limerick; the details of public 
water stations installed to date 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39534/21]

27/07/2021WRMM03700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
With effect from 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water 
services planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels for public water 
services.

Given the role assigned to Irish Water, my Department does not compile the information 
that the Deputy has requested.

However, for the information of the Deputy, the Programme for Government includes a 
commitment that the Government will develop a scheme between local authorities and Irish 
Water to provide drinking water fountains nationwide to reduce plastic bottle litter. 

In addition, EU Directive 2020/2184 (the Drinking Water Recast Directive) as adopted on 
16 December 2020 updates the obligations on Member States in relation to the quality of water 
intended for human consumption. The objective of this Directive is to protect human health 
from the adverse effects of any contamination of water intended for human consumption by 
ensuring that it is wholesome and clean, and to improve access to water intended human con-
sumption. In order to promote the use of tap water intended for human consumption, article 16 
of the Directive requires that Member States shall ensure that outdoor and indoor equipment is 
set up in public spaces, where technically feasible, in a manner that is proportionate to the need 
for such measures and taking into account specific local conditions, such as climate and geog-
raphy. Member States must transpose article 16 of the Directive by 12 January 2023. 

My Department will implement the commitment in the Programme for Government as part 
of the transposition and implementation of article 16 of Directive 2020/2184, as described 
above.

27/07/2021WRMM03800Traveller Accommodation

27/07/2021WRMM03900642. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if the programme board established to oversee the 32 recommendations of the 2019 Expert Re-
view Group on Traveller Accommodation has recommended the creation of a Traveller accom-
modation strategic policy committee in Dublin City Council; if so, when the recommendation 
will be implemented; and if not, when it will be discussed as part of the 32 recommendations. 
[39539/21]

27/07/2021WRMM04000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The Traveller Accommodation Expert Review Report has 32 recom-
mendations which can be broken down into 4 categories which are aimed at:  

1. addressing research deficiencies, including how information is gathered and used;

2. removing any potential delays and obstacles in the planning system in terms of delivery;

3. increasing resources and delivery capacity; and

4. strengthening governance arrangements.

The recommendations have been categorised  into  separate streams reflecting recommen-
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dations that can be completed within my Department, recommendations that require the assis-
tance of other Government Departments and Agencies and recommendations that will require 
the commission of further independent research.

The Programme Board has agreed a work programme for 2021. Projects are being set up 
to examine in detail the issues which need to be considered in respect of the recommendations 
which have been made.

The recommendations being considered under the work programme of the Programme 
Board for 2021  are focussed on larger national issues and not issues at a local level. All recom-
mendations will be considered by the Programme Board in due course.

  Question No. 643 answered with Question No. 611.

27/07/2021WRMM04200Planning Issues

27/07/2021WRMM04300644. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if substitute consent applications that were before An Bord Pleanála in December 2020 
are required to go through a further round of public participation following the passing of the 
Planning and Development Act 2020; the reason this has not happened to date in the Derry-
brien wind farm substitute consent application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39565/21]

27/07/2021WRMM04400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): Section 177K(1C)(a) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (“the 
2000 Act”), as amended by section 8 of the Planning and Development, and Residential Tenan-
cies, Act 2020, provides that An Bord Pleanála (“the Board”) shall, in relation to an application 
for substitute consent pending on 19 December 2020 invite the applicant to provide information 
as the applicant considers material for the purposes of the Board’s satisfying itself that excep-
tional circumstances exist that would justify the grant of such consent by the Board. The Board 
may, in addition to any other information given or required to be given, require the applicant to 
provide information as the Board may reasonably require for the purposes of its satisfying itself 
that such exceptional circumstances exist.

Section 177K (1D) of the 2000 Act provides for additional public consultation require-
ments in respect of an existing application for substitute consent pending before the Board on 
19 December 2020, including that the Board shall require the applicant to publish an additional 
newspaper notice (including notice of any additional information submitted under subsection 
(1C)), erect an additional site notice and that the Board shall make the application for substitute 
consent, including such additional information submitted in accordance with subsection (1C), 
available for inspection at its offices and online on its website.

I am aware that an application for substitute consent application with respect to the Der-
rybrien Wind Farm was submitted to the Board on 21 August 2020.  Under section 30 of the 
2000 Act, I am specifically precluded from exercising any power or control in relation to any 
particular case with which a planning authority or the Board is or may be concerned. Conse-
quently, I cannot comment on a particular substitute consent application under consideration 
by the Board.

Arrangements have been put in place by all bodies under the aegis of my Department to 
facilitate the provision of information directly to members of the Oireachtas. This provides a 
speedy, efficient and cost effective system to address queries directly to the relevant bodies. The 
contact email address for members of the Oireachtas who wish to seek information from An 
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Bord Pleanála is oireachtasqueries@pleanala.ie.

27/07/2021WRMM04500Fire Service

27/07/2021WRMM04600645. Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the position regarding staff shortages in the fire service; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39600/21]

27/07/2021WRMM04700646. Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the number of hours that fire engines were out of service due to staff shortages in the fire service 
in each of the past five years in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39601/21]

27/07/2021WRMM04800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 645 and 646 together.

The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and mainte-
nance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of fire station prem-
ises, is a statutory function of individual fire authorities under the Fire Services Act, 1981. My 
Department supports fire authorities through setting general policy, providing a central training 
programme, issuing guidance on operational and other related matters and providing capital 
funding support for equipment and priority infrastructural projects.

Local Authority fire services in Ireland are provided by 3,200 professional, competent and 
highly committed personnel at all levels in 217 full-time and retained services. The numbers of 
fire service front-line staff have been maintained at a constant high level throughout the eco-
nomic challenges of the past number of years, even when staffing numbers, by necessity, were 
reduced in other areas of the local authority sector. 

The prioritisation of work and effective management of all resources is, in the first instance, 
a matter for management in each of the fire services, based on their assessment of local needs 
and requirements. In relation to the staffing requirements in each local authority, under the 
Local Government Act, 2001 it is the responsibility of each Chief Executive to employ such 
staff and to make such staffing, funding, recruitment and organisational arrangements as may 
be deemed necessary for the purposes of carrying out the functions of their local authority. 
Vacancies arise in fire services in the normal course of events, due to retirements and resigna-
tions. Reports from fire services indicate that, currently, there are 124 vacancies in fire-fighter 
staff countrywide out of a staff total of 3,200. My Department has received no report of fire sta-
tions taken out of service due to vacancies and there is nothing to indicate that the overall level 
of fire service provision has been adversely affected by vacancies in recent years.

Since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, my Department has monitored regular reports 
from fire services regarding the impact of the pandemic on staffing levels. During this period, 
necessary restrictions have limited opportunities for fire services to undertake recruitment and 
training activities in some cases.

I am aware that a number of fire stations were taken out of service for short periods during 
the pandemic, due to positive COVID-19 tests or precautionary isolation in case of suspected 
infection. Following testing, crews were permitted to return to duty. 

The fire stations concerned were: 
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Fire station   Date   Number of days out of ser-
vice   

Naas, Co. Kildare June   2020 2
Monasterevin, Co. Kildare June   2020 3
Trim, Co. Meath March   2021 9
Naas, Co. Kildare March   2021 3
In these cases, as always when a particular fire station is not available for any reason, fire 

cover was provided from the network of neighbouring fire stations during interruptions to ser-
vice. 

Detailed data on the number of hours fire engines may be out of service, whether due to 
staffing, mechanical reasons or crew engagement in training or for other reasons, is not col-
lected by, and consequently is not available in, my Department. The relevant information may 
be available from individual local authorities.

  Question No. 646 answered with Question No. 645.

27/07/2021WRMM05000Traveller Accommodation

27/07/2021WRMM05100647. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of units available for Traveller accommodation by county in tabular form.  
[39607/21]

27/07/2021WRMM05200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, 
housing authorities have statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommodation 
needs of Travellers and the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual Traveller 
Accommodation Programmes (TAPs) in their areas.  The Department’s role is to ensure that 
there are adequate structures and supports in place to assist the authorities in providing such 
accommodation, including a national framework of policy, legislation and funding.  

Each year local authorities undertake the “Annual Estimate of accommodation  of Travel-
lers Families” (formally the “Annual Count”) on the last Friday of November.  It provides a 
useful indication of the housing situation of Traveller families and can be used to track changes 
in that position year on year. 

The attached table contains data collated as part of the 2019 Annual Estimate. The 2020 data 
is not yet available, the collation of which has been delayed due to Covid.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-07-27_pq647-27-07-21_en.xlsx  “>TAPs</a>]

  Question No. 648 answered with Question No. 591.

27/07/2021WRNN00300Traveller Accommodation

27/07/2021WRNN00400649. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Housing, Local Govern-
ment and Heritage the budget for Traveller accommodation in the Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown lo-
cal authority area; the amount spent to date or most recently of this budget; and if he will make 
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a statement on the matter. [39625/21]

27/07/2021WRNN00500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, 
the role of my Department is to ensure that there are adequate structures and supports in place 
to assist housing authorities in providing accommodation for Travellers, including a national 
framework of policy, legislation and funding.

Following a review of the arrangements for the disbursement of funding for the provision 
and related supports of Traveller specific accommodation a new allocation process was imple-
mented for 2020. My Department has ceased the practice of allocating specific budgets to in-
dividual local authorities. Instead, it is open to all local authorities to apply for and drawdown 
funds at any time throughout the year and this is actively encouraged by my Department.  

My Department’s overall capital and current budgets for Traveller accommodation and sup-
port in 2021 is €21.381million. Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council has not recouped 
funds from this budget to date in 2021.  

27/07/2021WRNN00600Traveller Community

27/07/2021WRNN00700650. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Housing, Local Govern-
ment and Heritage the number of the Traveller community who live in the Dún Laoghaire-
Rathdown local authority area; the number of halting sites in the area; the number of members 
and or families in the Traveller community that are in homeless accommodation; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39626/21]

27/07/2021WRNN00800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, 
housing authorities have statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommodation 
needs of Travellers and the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual Traveller 
Accommodation Programmes in their areas. My Department’s role is to ensure that there are 
adequate structures and supports in place to assist the authorities in providing such accommo-
dation, including a national framework of policy, legislation and funding. 

The annual count estimate conducted by the local authority in 2019 reported that there 
were 139 Traveller families living in the Dún Laghaire-Rathdown local authority area. Dún 
Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council also report that they have 7 authorised Traveller halting 
sites, 2 emergency halting sites and advise of one further unauthorised site on private land. 

The Department publishes a detailed monthly report on homelessness, based on data provid-
ed by housing authorities. The Report outlines details of individuals utilising State-funded emer-
gency accommodation arrangements that are overseen by housing authorities. The Reports are 
available on the Department’s website at the following link: www.gov.ie/en/collection/80ea8-
homelessness-data/. The Department does not collate specific data relating to ethnicity for the 
purposes of provision of emergency accommodation for homeless households.  

27/07/2021WRNN00900Housing Policy

27/07/2021WRNN01000651. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Housing, Local Govern-
ment and Heritage if further consideration has been given to including an ethnicity question in 
council social housing need assessment forms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[39627/21]

27/07/2021WRNN01100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant local authority, in accor-
dance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscella-
neous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, 
as amended.

In order to qualify for social housing support and be placed on a housing list, an applicant 
must be assessed by the authority concerned as meeting all of the eligibility and need criteria 
set down in the legislation.

My Department engaged in a process of revision of the prescribed Social Housing Support 
application form in collaboration with the local authority sector, which resulted in revised regu-
lations being introduced in April 2021. There are no plans at present to include a broad ethnicity 
question in the social housing support application form. 

Local authorities are however, obliged to prepare and adopt Traveller Accommodation Pro-
grammes (TAPs) under the Housing (Traveller Accommodation Act), 1998. In order to do so 
they have to be able to identify the number of Travellers living in their area who are qualified 
for social housing supports. 

One of the recommendations of the Traveller Accommodation Expert Review report, com-
missioned in 2018 by the then Minister of State,  is to amend the assessment regulations gov-
erning the Social Housing Support application form to allow for a Traveller ‘ethnic’ identifier 
so that Traveller applicants for housing supports can be identified and have their housing needs 
planned for.  

A Programme Board has been established by my Department to drive implementation of the 
recommendations. The Board has now agreed a work programme for 2021. One of the recom-
mendations being considered in the 2021 work programme is the inclusion of a Traveller identi-
fier on the Social Housing Support application form.

27/07/2021WRNN01125Traveller Community

27/07/2021WRNN01150652. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Housing, Local Govern-
ment and Heritage the supports that have been made available to local authorities to carry out 
a census of Traveller accommodation needs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39628/21]

27/07/2021WRNN01175Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage(Deputy 
Peter Burke): In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, the hous-
ing authorities have statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommodation needs of 
Travellers and the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual Traveller Accom-
modation Programmes (TAPs) in their areas. My Department’s role is to ensure that there are 
adequate structures and supports in place to assist the authorities in providing such accommo-
dation, including a national framework of policy, legislation and funding.

My Department’s overall capital and current budgets for Traveller accommodation and sup-
port in 2021 is €21.381million. Social Workers and Traveller Accommodation Liaison Officers 
are employed by local authorities to provide support for Traveller families. They play a key role 
in the collation of the annual estimate of traveller families within each local authority area and 
90% funding support for these posts is provided by my Department on an annual basis.
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My Department’s budget for Traveller-specific Accommodation Supports in 2021 is €15.5m, 
an increase of €1m on the previous year.  It is open to all local authorities to apply for and draw 
down funds at any time throughout the year and this is actively encouraged by my Department. 
Officials from my Department will continue to make regular contact with each local authority 
throughout 2021 to support and facilitate the development of effective Traveller accommoda-
tion projects.

27/07/2021WRNN01200Local Authorities

27/07/2021WRNN01300653. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Housing, Local Govern-
ment and Heritage the funding and supports being made available by his Department to fund 
local authorities in providing equality training for local authority staff; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39629/21]

27/07/2021WRNN01400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): My Department provides €5,000 to the Local Government Manage-
ment Agency (LGMA) annually to run seminars, briefings and webinars on Access & Equality.

The LGMA inform and raise awareness in the local government sector through conferences 
and webinars. In 2018, a joint conference was held with the Irish Human Rights and Equality 
Commission, the purpose of this conference was to raise awareness of the Public Sector Equal-
ity and Human Rights Duty, the obligations that it poses on local authorities and highlight the 
benefits of implementing the Duty. This examined two pilot projects in Monaghan County 
Council and Cork City Council on implementing the Duty the Public Sector Equality and Hu-
man Rights Duty. 

The LGMA continue to have ongoing engagement with all local authorities on its public 
service duty.

  Question No. 654 answered with Question No. 591.

27/07/2021WRNN01600Citizens’ Assembly

27/07/2021WRNN01700655. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when the citizens’ assembly for biodiversity will take place; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39715/21]

27/07/2021WRNN01800656. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage if he has taken steps to establish a citizens’ assembly on the biodiversity crisis. [39718/21]

27/07/2021WRNN01900662. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage his plans for a citizens’ assembly on biodiversity; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39829/21]

27/07/2021WRNN02000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 655, 656 and 662 together.

I refer to the reply to Questions No. 325 and 332 of 13 July 2021, which sets out the position 
in this matter.

  Question No. 656 answered with Question No. 655.
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27/07/2021WRNN02200Flood Risk Management

27/07/2021WRNN02300657. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the details of the  back-up system for Dublin drainage in the event the pumping station 
in Ringsend failing or being overloaded in view of recent flooding in Germany, Belgium and 
Luxembourg; if his attention has been drawn to plans to upgrade or improve existing flooding 
drainage contingencies; and the funding which has been applied for such works in past ten years 
by the Dublin authorities or Irish Water. [39731/21]

27/07/2021WRNN02400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
With effect from 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of wa-
ter services planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels for public 
water services, including the delivery of water services capital infrastructure, encompassing 
the management of urban waste water collection and treatment infrastructure.  Under section 7 
of the Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013, I have no function in the matter.  The operation of the 
Ringsend plant is a matter for Irish Water.

In relation to funding, as part of Budget 2021, I secured funding of over €1.4 billion to sup-
port water services. This includes €1.3 billion in respect of domestic water services provision 
by Irish Water. This overall investment will deliver significant improvements in our public 
water and waste water services, support improved water supplies right across Ireland, and sup-
port a range of programmes delivering improved water quality in our rivers, lakes and marine 
area. To be helpful, Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations 
and queries from public representatives.  The team can be contacted via email to oireachtas-
members@water.ie or by telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578.

In addition, the Office of Public Works (OPW) is the lead State body for the coordination 
and implementation of Government policy on the management of flood risk in Ireland.

27/07/2021WRNN02500Housing Policy

27/07/2021WRNN02600658. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage his views on whether there should be discretion in the legislation or guidelines for 
council housing grant applications for the elderly in order to allow for a reassessment of income 
outside of the relevant tax year in cases in which one spouse dies while the grant application is 
pending resulting in an immediate and permanent reduction in housing income for the surviving 
spouse; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39793/21]

27/07/2021WRNN02700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department provides funding under the suite of Housing Adaptation Grants for Older Peo-
ple and People with a Disability, to assist people in private houses to make their accommodation 
more suitable for their needs.  The grants include the Housing Adaptation Grant for People with 
a Disability, the Mobility Aids Grant and the Housing Aid for Older People, which are 80% 
funded by my Department, with a 20% contribution from the resources of the local author-
ity.  The detailed administration of this scheme including assessment, approval and prioritisa-
tion, is the responsibility of local authorities.

The framework for the operation of the scheme is laid down in statutory regulations, name-
ly the Housing (Adaptation Grants for Older People and People with a Disability) Regula-
tions 2007, and the Housing (Adaptation Grants for Older People and People with a Disability) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2014.  
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The regulations define household income for the purposes of the means test as the combined 
annual gross income in the previous tax year of both the owner of any property the subject of 
an application pursuant to these Regulations, together with that of his or her spouse and each 
member of the household in full-time occupation of the house where such a member is aged 
18 years or more, or, where he or she is engaged in full-time third level education, is aged 23 
years or more.

The regulations do not allow for any discretion on the tax year assessed for the purposes 
of the means test. Local authorities, in administering the grant schemes, will always work with 
qualifying applicants to ensure they get the most beneficial outcome possible under the terms 
of the schemes.  

27/07/2021WRNN02800Housing Schemes

27/07/2021WRNN02900659. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if applications are still being accepted under the mortgage allowance scheme; if so, the eligibil-
ity criteria; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39816/21]

27/07/2021WRNN03000660. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the breakdown of applications received and granted by county council under the mortgage al-
lowance scheme in each of the years 2016 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39817/21]

27/07/2021WRNN03100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 659 and 660 together.

The Mortgage Allowance scheme provides for an allowance of up to €11,450 payable over 
a 5 year period, to tenants or tenant purchasers of local authority housing, to assist them to pur-
chase or have a private house built with a mortgage.  New applications are still being accepted 
by local authorities under the scheme, and further details are available on my Department’s 
website at the following link:  

www.gov.ie/en/service/b66ea-mortgage-allowance-scheme/

Details of the applications received and granted by local authority under the scheme are 
available on my Department’s website at the following link:  

www.gov.ie/en/collection/fd048-affordable-housing-and-part-v-statistics/

  Question No. 660 answered with Question No. 659.

27/07/2021WRNN03300Fire Service

27/07/2021WRNN03400661. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the criteria for deployment of auxiliary services to assist in fighting large gorse fires; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39822/21]

27/07/2021WRNN03500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The provision of a fire service and the assessment of the requirements arising, including the 
nature of the fire hazards and the probable incidence and extent of fires, in its functional area is 
a statutory function of individual fire authorities under Section 10 of the Fire Services Act 1981. 
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Despite the best efforts of communities, wildland fires can occur in certain areas of the 
country during dry periods. The Department of Agriculture monitors conditions and issues 
colour-coded warnings during periods when wildland fire risk is high. Despite the success of 
“controlled burning” initiatives, regrettably, wildfires can also occur as a result of carelessness 
and deliberate setting of fires.  

The priority of fire services in responding to wildland fires is the protection of life and health 
in local communities. Smoke can impact significantly on those with underlying breathing is-
sues.  An important secondary objective is working with local communities to try to protect 
infrastructure, houses and other property, as well as conservation areas, which are threatened. 
Fire services work with a range of bodies including National Parks and Wildlife Services and 
Coillte as well as farming communities to minimise damage where it is safe to do so. Fight-
ing wildland fires is difficult and, in all cases, fire services will prioritise safety of community 
and emergency responders.  

After the initial pre-determined attendance response to a report of a fire, all decisions on the 
mobilisation and deployment of further fire-fighting resources to fire situations are vested in the 
Senior Fire Officer or Incident Commander present at the scene. 

As well as the normal fire service response arrangements through which an incident com-
mander can request additional fire service resources in light of the situation, there are arrange-
ments for mutual support across local authority fire services. Local authorities may mobilise 
their Civil Defence service volunteers to assist where deemed necessary and appropriate. Local 
authorities also engage directly with communities, in particular the farming sector who may be 
able to assist using tractors and water tankers in areas where normal fire service vehicles can’t 
operate. Also, the response to wildfires is supported by well-established arrangements whereby 
local authority fire services may, through the National Directorate for Fire and Emergency 
Management (NDFEM) in my Department and working with the Department of Defence, re-
quest the assistance of the Defence Forces. The support provided to local authority fire services 
by the Defence Forces in wildland fire-fighting includes soldiers being deployed to assist on 
the ground and aerial fire-fighting by Air Corp helicopters. This has been seen to be effective in 
many cases and is greatly appreciated. On-scene co-ordination of all responding resources takes 
place under the aegis of the Senior Fire Officer.

Considerable inter-agency efforts have been made to reduce the incidence of wildland fires, 
led by my colleague, the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine. As noted above his 
Department monitors conditions and issues wildland fire warning notices. That Department has 
led an inter-agency review which has helped enhance the mitigation of wildland/ gorse fires. It 
is imperative that communities and relevant bodies continue to work together to seek to pre-
vent and control wildland fires which threaten life, property and eco-sensitive areas. 

  Question No. 662 answered with Question No. 655.

27/07/2021WRNN03625Traveller Accommodation

27/07/2021WRNN03650663. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of Traveller sites in County Clare; and the number of individuals each site 
has capacity for.  [39843/21]

27/07/2021WRNN03675Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage(Deputy 
Peter Burke): In accordance with the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998, housing 
authorities have statutory responsibility for the assessment of the accommodation needs of 
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Travellers and the preparation, adoption and implementation of multi-annual Traveller Accom-
modation Programmes in their areas. My Department’s role is to ensure that there are adequate 
structures and supports in place to assist the authorities in providing such accommodation, 
including a national framework of policy, legislation and funding.

Clare County Council report that they have 4 official Traveller halting sites containing 21 
halting site bays. In addition Clare County Council provide facilities to a number of unauthor-
ised sites on local authority lands which accommodate a further 28 mobiles/caravans.

27/07/2021WRNN03700Housing Schemes

27/07/2021WRNN03800664. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if consideration has been given to the challenges faced by some elderly and disabled 
persons in accessing the choice-based letting model of provision of social housing; if his at-
tention has been drawn to persons struggling to access these platforms due to the fact they are 
technology based and digitised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39844/21]

27/07/2021WRNN03900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Choice Based Letting (CBL) is a method whereby available social housing stock is let by being 
openly advertised by local authorities to persons on the social housing waiting list. This allows 
qualified applicants to ‘register an interest’ in available homes.

Applicants can act on their own initiative to respond to adverts and express an interest in 
dwellings that they would like to live in, rather than waiting for an authority to offer them a 
dwelling. This approach offers more choice and involvement for applicant households in select-
ing a new home, thereby reducing the likelihood of a refusal, and helping to build sustainable 
tenancies and stable communities.

The Social Housing Allocation (Amendment) Regulations 2016 required all local authori-
ties, if they had not already done so, to provide for CBL as a method of allocation for social 
housing in their allocation schemes by the end of 2016. The way in which CBL is implemented, 
including decisions on which properties are to be offered through it, is a matter for the individ-
ual authority concerned. However, it must be done in accordance with the relevant regulations 
and their own scheme of priority.

Given the clear benefits offered by CBL, my Department continues to liaise with the local 
authorities to ensure that it is implemented as widely as possible across the country and has 
undertaken a number of surveys to determine its uptake and impact. Data garnered through 
these surveys has shown that over half of all local authorities are operating a CBL system while 
others are in the process of running pilot schemes with a view to wider roll out in their respec-
tive areas. Of those authorities that are operating CBL the expressed view is that it is having a 
positive effect on how they allocate houses. The data also shows that where CBL is in operation 
the rate of refusals has dropped.

Furthermore, the Programme for Government commits to developing a website to allow for 
CBL on a nationwide basis and my Department is working with the Local Government Man-
agement Agency and the County and City Managers Association to progress this. Issues such as 
those outlined by the Deputy will be considered as part of that process. In this regard, it should 
also be noted that each local authority has a technical advisor for older person’s housing who 
can be contacted to advise/support an older person in accessing social housing.
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27/07/2021WRNN04000Local Authorities

27/07/2021WRNN04100665. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the current position regarding circular EL 02/11; if incremental credit can be sanctioned 
for local authority staff with relevant previous experience; if the circular is having any impact 
on local authority recruitment drives; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39854/21]

27/07/2021WRNN04200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): As the Deputy will be aware, it was agreed previously by Govern-
ment that with effect from 1st January 2011, starting pay on recruitment from open competition 
for all posts within the public service should be at the minimum of the relevant salary scale.

My Department issued Circular EL 02/2011 to all Chief Executives in the Local Government 
sector, following receipt of the Department of Finance instruction. Circular EL 02/2011 pro-
vides that all future competition notices, advertisements and information booklets must specify 
that, for persons entering a recruitment grade for the first time, starting pay will be at the mini-
mum of the scale. Such notices and booklets must also specify that the rate of remuneration may 
be adjusted from time to time in line with Government pay policy.

The provisions of the Circular state that no undertaking, formal or informal, should be given 
by or on behalf of any local authority to a candidate that the relevant salary may be negotiable.

However, where a Chief Executive is of the view that there are exceptional circumstances 
justifying the offer of starting pay above the minimum, the specific sanction of my Department 
(in consultation with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform) should be sought in 
advance of any offer being made. 

This policy is still in force, as are the provisions of Circular EL 02/2011 and my Department 
has no evidence that it is having any effect on recruitment campaigns for the local government 
sector.

27/07/2021WRNN04300Vacant Sites

27/07/2021WRNN04400666. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the estimated revenue that would be raised from increasing the vacant site levy to 20% based 
on the most recent valuation data; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39933/21]

27/07/2021WRNN04500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): My Department proactively engages with local authorities with a view 
to ensuring that the vacant site levy achieves its full potential in terms of bringing concerned 
sites into productive use. In this regard, my Department issued Circular Letter PL 03/2021 on 
8 March 2021 requesting the submission of a progress report on the collection of the levy by 
each local authority.

The Department received a return from each of the 31 local authorities which indicated 
that as of 1 January 2020 there were 215 sites with market valuations of €268m listed on local 
authority registers and were liable to the levy in 2021. These sites will be levied at 7% market 
valuation rate in 2021 unless works commenced in the interim or their inclusion on the regis-
ters is successfully appealed. Based on the information from the recent progress reports, it is 
estimated that the levy proceeds could be of the order of €53.6m in 2021 if it was applied at a 
rate of 20%.

The levy is not intended to be a revenue generating measure with the proceeds accruing to 
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the relevant local authority rather than the Exchequer. The levy proceeds generated are spe-
cifically intended to be used by local authorities for the provision of housing and regeneration 
development in the local area in which vacant sites are located. No more than 10% of the levy 
monies received by planning authorities may be used on their administration costs in collecting 
the levy.

27/07/2021WROO00200Tax Yield

27/07/2021WROO00300667. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the estimated additional revenue which would be raised from reducing the non-principal private 
residence charge at a rate of €200 or €500 respectively in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39940/21]

27/07/2021WROO00400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The Local Government (Charges) Act 2009, as amended by the Local 
Government (Household Charge) Act 2011, provides the legislative basis for the non-principal 
private residence (NPPR) charge. The NPPR charge, which has since been discontinued, ap-
plied in the years 2009 to 2013 to any residential property in which the owner did not reside as 
their normal place of residence. The self-assessed charge was set at €200 per annum.

2013 was the last year of operation of the NPPR charge, however, outstanding NPPR liabili-
ties and payments remain payable to the local authority in whose area the property concerned 
is located. 

NPPR charges, including late payment fees and the charge on a property, expire for all 
property owners after 12 years from the date of liability. This means that for NPPR liabilities 
incurred from 2009 to 2013 and remaining unpaid, the portion of the liability and charge on a 
property which relates to 2009 will expire in 2021 and so on until the liability and charge on a 
property relating to the final year of NPPR in 2013, expires after 31 March 2025. This expiry 
corresponds with the repeal of the whole Act, also on 31 March 2025.  

My Department has no role in relation to the collection or the enforcement of the charge. The 
data requested in relation to the estimated additional revenue which would be raised from re-
ducing the charge is not available in my Department.

27/07/2021WROO00500Local Authorities

27/07/2021WROO00600668. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if the procedure which was put in place in 2014 whereby counties that required ad-
ditional funding from the equalisation fund could apply to bring counties back to their previous 
funding levels before 2014 is still available; the procedure which Tipperary County Council can 
use to apply for this funding; the basis used to calculate previous funding levels; the amount ap-
plied in each year since the equalisation fund was set up; the amount granted in each year since 
2014; if there has been a shortfall on the amount requested in each year since 2014; if so, the 
explanation for the shortfall; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40012/21]

27/07/2021WROO00700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The Government remains committed to ensuring that the local govern-
ment sector retains a sustainable and stable source of funding from Local Property Tax (LPT), 
distributed to local authorities via the Local Government Fund, to support the delivery of local 
authority services.
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The current LPT local retention policy began in 2015 and since then, 80% of the estimated 
LPT liability in each local authority area for a given year is retained in that area to fund pub-
lic services, notwithstanding any local variation decisions. The remaining 20% of LPT is re-
distributed to provide equalisation funding to those local authorities that have lower property 
tax bases, due to the variance in property values and density across the country. Funding for 
equalisation purposes is provided via the Local Government Fund.

In accordance with decisions taken by Government regarding the distribution of LPT fund-
ing, every local authority has a minimum level of funding available to it known as the LPT base-
line. There are variances across the country in terms of LPT levels but it is important that all lo-
cal authorities in the State receive at least this minimum funding level to ensure they can deliver 
services. The LPT funding baseline is linked to previous General Purpose Grant amounts and 
Pension Related Deductions retained by authorities in 2014. Exchequer funding is also required 
to ensure every local authority receives at least its baseline funding. Two-thirds of authorities 
receive equalisation funding support to bring their funding levels up to their baselines. Tipper-
ary County Council’s LPT baseline of €29.95m is the highest of any local authority. As 80% 
of the projected LPT yield is lower than its baseline, the authority is a recipient of €16.29m in 
equalisation support, which is again, the highest level of support of any local authority.

Detailed information on the LPT retention system, including equalisation funding and al-
locations is published by my Department on an annual basis and is available at the following 
link: www.gov.ie/en/collection/ea27d-local-property-tax-allocations/

The Programme for Government ‘Our Shared Future’, commits to bringing forward LPT 
reforms. These reforms will involve bringing new homes, which are currently exempt from 
LPT, into the taxation system as well as providing for all money collected locally to be retained 
within the county. This will also be done on the basis that those counties with a lower LPT base 
are adjusted via an annual national equalisation fund paid from the Exchequer, as is currently 
the case. 

My Department recently confirmed provisional LPT allocations to local authorities for 2022 
amounting to €528m. The €34.3m shortfall between the 20% contribution from all local au-
thorities and the total amount required for equalisation is met by the Exchequer. There will 
be no change to allocations for the 20 local authorities requiring equalisation funding, as their 
LPT yield is below their funding baseline. When detailed information on the new LPT yield, 
becomes available following the revaluation process, my Department will progress work on the 
planned move to 100% local retention of LPT and the effects on the funding system for local 
authorities.

My Department works closely with the local government sector on a range of financial is-
sues, to ensure that any additional resources that may be available are appropriately targeted. 
The funding for all local authorities will be kept under review as part of the normal Estimates 
process and in the context of the aforementioned LPT revaluation process.

27/07/2021WROO00800National Asset Management Agency

27/07/2021WROO00900669. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the process for purchasing NAMA-owned properties in particular derelict vacant 
units; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40028/21]

27/07/2021WROO01000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
There has been an ongoing engagement between my Department, the Housing Agency and 
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the National Asset Management Agency (NAMA) since 2011 to identify properties from the 
NAMA loan portfolio that would be suitable for social housing. In 2011, a Steering Group was 
established to identify properties that would be suitable for social housing.  Once demand was 
confirmed, NAMA facilitated delivery, through its debtors or receivers, by way of either direct 
sale or lease to a local authority or an Approved Housing Body (AHBs).  

In order to expedite delivery, NAMA also established a special purpose vehicle, National 
Asset Residential Property Services DAC (NARPS) in July 2012, which operates by purchas-
ing properties from NAMA’s debtors and receivers and making them immediately available to 
local authorities or AHBs through a standardised long-term lease.  

Since 2011, over 2,600 properties have been made available for social housing from the 
NAMA portfolio. NAMA’s social housing programme continues to move towards completion 
in line with the orderly wind-down of the Agency. 

27/07/2021WROO01100Departmental Bodies

27/07/2021WROO01200670. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the agencies and State organisations under his Department that are receiving State funding that 
do not have to declare salaries of employees under the 2016 code of governance; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40039/21]

27/07/2021WROO01300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies (Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform, 2016) provides a framework for the application of best practice in corporate gov-
ernance by both commercial and non-commercial State bodies. 

Section 9 of the Code requires that State bodies publish in their annual report the salary of 
the Chief Executive Officer. All State bodies under the aegis of my Department are expected to 
comply with this requirement, subject to data protection considerations. 

27/07/2021WROO01400Building Regulations

27/07/2021WROO01500671. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if a commitment will be made to raising the minimum statutory requirements that a build-
ing must achieve in respect of access that is incorporated within the Building Regulations (Part 
M Amendment) Regulations 2010 and the accompanying Technical Guidance Document M – 
Access and Use 2010 from visitable for a wheelchair user to liveable for a wheelchair user; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40048/21]

27/07/2021WROO01600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): Housing needs of people with disabilities are addressed in the National 
Housing Strategy for People with a Disability (NHSPWD) 2016-2021.  A new NHSPWD, is 
currently being developed by my Department and the Department of Health, with a view to 
publishing by the end of 2021. The strategy is about facilitating the provision of housing op-
tions and related services to disabled people to allow individual choice and support independent 
living.

In accordance with the vision and strategic aims of the current NHSPWD to achieve a co-
ordinated and integrated approach to meeting the housing needs of people with a disability at 
local level, Housing and Disability Steering Groups (HDSGs) have been established in all local 
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authority areas.  These are chaired by the Directors of Housing with membership including the 
Health Service Executive (HSE) and disability representatives. 

Each HDSG has prepared a local Strategic Plan for its own City/County area, to develop 
specific local strategies to meet the identified and emerging housing needs of people with dis-
abilities in their areas with a view to developing annual targets for the delivery of housing to 
people with a disability on their housing waiting lists.  

The Building Regulations apply to the design and construction of all new buildings (includ-
ing dwellings) and to certain works to existing buildings. They are subject to ongoing review 
in the interests of safety and the well-being of persons in the built environment and to ensure 
that due regard is taken of changes in construction techniques, technological progress and in-
novation. 

The Building Regulations (Part M Amendment) Regulations 2010, and the accompanying 
Technical Guidance Document M – Access and Use (2010), which came into effect on 1 Janu-
ary 2012, set out the minimum statutory requirements that a building must achieve in respect of 
access. Part M aims to foster an inclusive approach to the design and construction of the built 
environment. 

The ‘Programme for Government Our Shared Future’ commits to ensuring that there is an 
appropriate mix of housing design types provided, including universally designed units, and 
accommodation for older people and people with disabilities.  

In addition, the joint policy statement Housing Options for Our Ageing Population, launched 
by my Department and the Department of Health in 2019, includes an Action on universal de-
sign to “In partnership with industry, introduce measures to ensure that over a five year period 
delivery is increased to ensure that 30% of all new dwellings are built to incorporate universal 
design principles to accommodate our ageing population.” Appropriate measures to deliver 
on this commitment are currently being formulated by the National Disability Authority, who 
are an independent statutory body that provides information and advice to the Government on 
policy and practice relevant to the lives of persons with disabilities.

Finally, in December 2020, my Department established a Working Group to examine the 
provision for a changing places toilet in certain buildings. A changing places toilet offers larger 
supported facilities that address the needs of people for whom current accessible sanitary ac-
commodation is inadequate. These facilities enable people with complex care needs to take part 
in everyday activities such as travel, shopping, family days out or attending a sporting event.

The plenary Working Group has met six times to date, in addition to a number of sub-group 
meetings.  Draft documentation, which includes Draft Building Regulations (Part M Amend-
ment) Regulations 2021, Draft Technical Guidance Document M – Access and Use 2021 and 
a Regulatory Impact Analysis, is currently being prepared  to support a  public consultation in 
the matter later this  year.

27/07/2021WROO01650Departmental Strategies

27/07/2021WROO01662672. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the details of the consultation process that has been undertaken to develop the new National 
Housing Strategy for People with a Disability; the groups that were involved in these consulta-
tions; if the consultation has considered the need to raise the minimum statutory requirements 
that a building must achieve in respect of access which is incorporated within Part M Access 
and Use of the Building Regulations 2010 from visitable for a wheelchair user to liveable for a 
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wheelchair user; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40049/21]

27/07/2021WROO01675Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage(Deputy 
Peter Burke): A review of the National Housing Strategy for People with a Disability (NHSP-
WD) 2011-2021 commenced in March 2021, conducted by the Housing Agency. The first round 
of consultation which comprised a wide-ranging questionnaire on the existing strategy and 
priorities for its successor took place in March and April. A large volume of responses were 
received which are now being assessed and considered.

I expect the second round of consultation to be held in the Autumn and to include meetings 
with relevant stakeholders around the country. In parallel, research being undertaken by the 
Housing Agency will also feed into the review process.

The full range of issues raised by respondants to the consultation, including the statutory 
requirements regarding wheelchair accessibility, are being given appropriate consideration in 
the review process and in the development of the new strategy.

  Question No. 673 answered with Question No. 591.

27/07/2021WROO01800Water Quality

27/07/2021WROO01900674. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the steps he is taking in response to the Environmental Protection Agency Water Quality 
in 2020: An Indicators Report key finding that surface waters and groundwaters continue to be 
under pressure from human activities particularly from nitrogen and phosphorus from agricul-
ture. [40173/21]

27/07/2021WROO02000675. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the steps he is taking in response to the Environmental Protection Agency Water Quality in 
2020: An Indicators Report finding that reducing the nitrate levels in Irelands waters must be a 
priority and that the next nitrates action programme must deliver reductions in nitrogen losses 
to water. [40174/21]

27/07/2021WROO02100677. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the steps he is taking in response to the Environmental Protection Agency Water Quality 
in 2020 An Indicators Report key finding that that surface waters and groundwaters continue 
to be under pressure from human activities, particularly from urban waste water discharges. 
[40192/21]

27/07/2021WROO02200678. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the steps he is taking in response to the Environmental Protection Agency Water Quality in 
2020 An Indicators Report finding that 43% of rivers are still in unsatisfactory quality and there 
was a decline in water quality in 230 rivers nationally. [40193/21]

27/07/2021WROO02300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 674, 675, 677 and 678 together.

I note the report from the Environmental Protection Agency, which highlights that the main 
risk to water quality continues to be excess nutrients in our rivers, lakes and coastal areas.

Nutrient concentrations are too high and the trends in some areas are going in the wrong di-
rection.  The oversupply of nutrients is coming from agricultural land and from underperform-
ing urban and domestic waste water systems. 
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However, I welcome the positive signs that some rivers are showing evidence of improve-
ment, particularly in the Priority Areas for Action that were identified for targeted action in the 
current River Basin Management Plan for Ireland.

Our water resources are facing complex pressures, and increasing demands, from popula-
tion change; expected further growth in the economy; as well as from a changing climate.  As a 
result, we will need a cross-sector collective effort to protect Ireland’s water quality.

On agricultural nutrients, I am working closely with the Minister for Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine on effective measures to address these issues through the River Basin Management 
Plan process, the Nitrates Action Programme and the CAP Strategic Plan.

Our farmers, food producers and our agricultural system must work in harmony with our 
environment if we are to maintain our clean, green image.  We must carefully manage how we 
use nutrients on our agricultural land to both secure productivity gains and reduce the loss of 
excess nutrients to water. 

To do this we must continue to work together at a local catchment-scale using programmes 
such as the Local Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO) and the Agriculture Sustainability 
Support and Advisory Programme   (ASSAP) who work directly with communities and with 
farmers to protect and deliver improvements in water quality.

The Programme for Government commits Ireland to producing a new, stronger River Basin 
Management Plan in 2022, a draft plan of which will be publish for public consultation in the 
coming weeks. 

Ireland’s Nitrates Action Programme is another key instrument in achieving good water 
quality. It is designed to prevent pollution of surface waters and groundwater from agricultural 
sources and to protect and improve water quality. The current regulations run to the end of 2021 
and a new Nitrates Action Programme will be published at the beginning of 2022.  

A second consultation phase on the review of the Nitrates Action Programme will be pub-
lished shortly. This review is being led by the Nitrates Expert Group, which includes scientific 
experts from my own Department; the Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine; Teagasc 
and the Environmental Protection Agency. The Nitrates Expert Group will assess the most up 
to date scientific evidence, and will advise my Department on the measures that should be in-
cluded in the next Action Programme. The Expert Group are also engaging in bilateral discus-
sions with interested stakeholder groups as part of the review.

To address waste water issues, Irish Water must continue to deliver its capital investment 
programme.  While progress is being made by Irish Water in reducing the number of waste 
water plants on the EPA’s priority action list, continued and sustained investment is needed 
to reduce the impact from insufficiently treated waste water discharges and to meet our Water 
Framework Directive objectives.  

As part of Budget 2021, I secured funding of over €1.4 billion to support water services. 
This includes €1.3 billion in respect of domestic water services provision by Irish Water. This 
overall investment will deliver significant improvements in our public water and wastewater 
services, support improved water supplies right across Ireland, including rural Ireland, and sup-
port a range of programmes delivering improved water quality in our rivers, lakes and marine 
area. 

  Question No. 675 answered with Question No. 674.
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27/07/2021WROO02500Programme for Government

27/07/2021WROO02600676. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the steps he is taking to fulfil the Programme for Government commitment to review the 
protection including enforcement of relevant legislation of Ireland’s natural heritage, including 
hedgerows, native woodland and wetlands. [40191/21]

27/07/2021WROO02700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): I have taken the following steps towards fulfilling this commit-
ment:

I launched a protocol of cooperation and collaboration between the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service of this Department and An Garda Síochána for the purpose of combating wild-
life crime.  This protocol will lead to much closer cooperation between both enforcement bod-
ies, especially in the areas of communications, intelligence sharing and joint operations. 

I have begun the process of creating, for the first time, a dedicated Wildlife Crime Unit in 
the National Parks and Wildlife Service  This Unit will support and enhance the law-enforce-
ment work of our regional staff.  It will also collaborate with An Garda Síochána and Revenue’s 
Custom Service to ensure that we play our part in combating illegal international trade in pro-
tected species.

I announced my intention to fill up to 60 Conservation Ranger posts.  This will represent an 
increase of approximately 30% in the number of Conservation Rangers in the National Parks 
and Wildlife Service.  The first 20 of these new rangers are currently being assigned to locations 
around Ireland and the new Wildlife Crime Unit will play a leading role in their training.  

I commissioned an independent report on the readiness of the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service to face the challenges of the coming decade and I expect to receive the final report soon.

I will consider the report’s findings and recommendations carefully before deciding if any 
further measures are needed to strengthen NPWS’s ability to protect biodiversity.  

  Question No. 677 answered with Question No. 674.

  Question No. 678 answered with Question No. 674.

27/07/2021WROO03000Rental Sector

27/07/2021WROO03100679. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when the provision against landlords asking students to pay multiple months of rent in 
advance as outlined in Residential Tenancies (No. 2) Act 2021 will come into force; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40211/21]

27/07/2021WROO03200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Residential Tenancies (No. 2) Act 2021 was signed into law on 9 July 2021 and limits, in 
respect of tenancies created on or after 9 August 2021, the amount of rent in advance (maximum 
of 1 month’s rent) and/or a deposit (maximum of 1 month’s rent) that a landlord can ask anyone, 
including a student, to pay to secure a tenancy Accordingly, the maximum upfront payment can 
be no more than 2 months’ rent and any ongoing advance rent payment during a tenancy can 
only cover 1 month’s rent.

The Act will greatly reduce any financial exposure to tenants, including students, on foot of 
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paying much restricted upfront payments.

Comprehensive information and supports, including a detailed guidance document and a 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document on the Act, are available on the Residential Ten-
ancies Board’s website – www.rtb.ie.

27/07/2021WROO03300Housing Provision

27/07/2021WROO03400680. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of vacant and derelict housing units across the country; the plans that are pend-
ing to regenerate these buildings for housing purposes and to improve the environmental look 
of towns and villages; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40283/21]

27/07/2021WROO03500701. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of vacant and derelict housing units in County Clare; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40471/21]

27/07/2021WROO03600797. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage the number of vacant dwelling houses per county in tabular form; his views on whether 
bringing these units back into use could help address part of the housing shortage; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41308/21]

27/07/2021WROO03700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): I propose to take Questions Nos. 680, 701 and 797 together.

The Department does not hold the data on the amount of vacant or derelict housing units in 
the State.  Under section 8(5) of the Derelicts Sites Act, 1990, a copy of the derelict sites reg-
ister for any local authority can be inspected at the offices of that authority during office hours. 
Therefore, the specified information in relation to derelict sites, which may include housing 
units, may be requested from individual local authorities. 

My Department is committed to ensuring that existing housing stock is utilised to its fullest 
extent including providing a targeted, effective and co-ordinated approach to identifying and 
tackling vacancy across Ireland.   There are a range of measures to assist in meeting housing 
needs by ensuring that our existing housing stock is used to the greatest extent possible. 

The National Vacant Housing Reuse Strategy, was published in 2018, and contains a range 
of objectives and key actions to be pursued in partnership with stakeholders and agencies across 
the housing sector to address vacancy in our housing stock. The Strategy is underpinned by a 
number of supports and guidance put in place by my Department to assist in bringing vacant 
housing stock back into use including:

- The Repair and Leasing Scheme   which assists private property owners, local authority 
and Approved Housing Bodies to utilise existing vacant housing stock throughout the country 
as social housing.  The scheme is targeted at owners of vacant properties who cannot afford or 
access the funding needed to bring their properties up to the required standard for a rental prop-
erty.  The maximum loan for property repair available under the Repair and Lease Scheme is 
€60,000.

- The Buy and Renew Scheme   particularly focuses on older vacant homes to help tackle 
the problem of dereliction and improve the appearance of the community.  It provides the op-
tion for suitable properties to be purchased by local authorities,  rather than leased, if that is the 
preference of the owners.
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- In December 2018 my Department published the Bringing Back Homes Manual for the 
Reuse of Existing  Buildings.    Revitalising our main streets through well designed refurbish-
ment of residential units, particularly above shops, could help to rejuvenate smaller town cen-
tres and city streets as well as produce more houses.

To further support this work at local authority level, my Department has secured funding 
for each local authority to support the work of a Vacant Homes Office. The provision of central 
funding reinforces the capacity of the Department’s Vacant Homes Unit to liaise with and seek 
information/statistics from a dedicated contact point within each local authority. The Vacant 
Homes Office plays a key role in the co-ordination of this work within each local authority. 

The innovative website vacanthomes.ie was developed by Mayo County Council in July 
2017 on behalf of the local government sector to serve as a central portal for individuals to 
anonymously log possible vacant homes and to alert local authorities so that they can then fol-
low up with the registered owners. It is a key tool in the effort to identify and bring long-term 
vacant homes back into use.

This source of locally generated information is proving useful in supplementing the coun-
try-wide analysis on vacancy and in mobilising communities to assist local authorities in devel-
oping and implementing a targeted approach to deal with vacancy.  The website also provides 
useful information for property owners on how to bring their vacant properties back into use 
and on available financial supports. 

The latest available data on vacanthomes.ie shows that 5,883 properties have been logged 
on the website. 164 of the properties logged were in County Clare. A breakdown of the proper-
ties logged on the website by County is in the table attached. 

The Government set out its housing priorities in the Programme for Government across nu-
merous areas, including homelessness, affordable home ownership, private and social housing 
delivery, rent reform and planning and my Department is focused on moving those priorities 
forward. 

To deliver on these commitments, my colleague Minister O’Brien will publish a new hous-
ing policy and action plan ‘Housing for All’ in the coming weeks which will provide a whole of 
Government approach to housing policy and is at an advanced stage of development at present.

Vacanthomes.ie Properties Logged to Date 

Leinster
Louth 184
Meath 171
Westmeath 110
Longford 45
Offaly 94
Kildare 223
Dublin City 583
South Dublin Co 218
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown 130
Fingal 134
Wicklow 102
Carlow 50
Kilkenny 95
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Wexford 137
Laois 64
Total 2340 40%
Munster
Clare 164
Cork City 181
Cork County 1442
Kerry 85
Limerick City 54
Limerick County 158
Tipperary 125
Waterford City 59
Waterford County 145
Total 2413 41%
Ulster
Cavan 322
Monaghan 20
Donegal 88
Total 430 7%
Connacht
Mayo 242
Galway City 130
Galway County 144
Sligo 54
Roscommon 85
Leitrim 45
Total 700 12%
GRAND TOTAL 5883 100%

27/07/2021WROO03800Rental Sector

27/07/2021WROO03900681. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of complaints that have been investigated by the Residential Tenancies Board 
over the past 12 months; the number of complaints that were upheld; the nature of these com-
plaints; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40284/21]

27/07/2021WROO04000682. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the ratio of determinations made by the Residential Tenancies Board in the past two years 
in favour of tenant or landlord; the implication for renting going forward; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40287/21]

27/07/2021WROO04100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 681 and 682 together.

The Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) was established as an independent statutory body 
under the Residential Tenancies Acts 2004-2021, to operate a national tenancy registration sys-
tem and to facilitate the resolution of disputes between landlords and tenants.   
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My Department does not collect the data sought, however the Clerk of the Dáil requested 
that arrangements be put in place to facilitate the provision of information by State Bodies to 
members of the Oireachtas.  Following the issue of Circular LG (P)05/16 on 20 September 
2016 from my Department, the RTB set up a dedicated email address for this purpose. The RTB 
may be contacted at OireachtasMembersQueries@rtb.ie to establish the extent to which it may 
hold the information sought.

  Question No. 682 answered with Question No. 681.

27/07/2021WROO04300Local Authorities

27/07/2021WROO04400683. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he plans for local authorities to support persons with a disability by approving a second 
housing building loan for persons with a disability; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [40302/21]

27/07/2021WROO04500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): It 
is a matter for individual local authorities to assess an applicant’s eligibility for the Rebuilding 
Ireland Home Loan in accordance with the conditions of the scheme.  These conditions include 
a  loan amount of 90% of the market value of the property or, in the case of self-build proper-
ties, 90% of the total build costs subject to a maximum loan of between €225,000 and €288,000 
depending on where the house is located. 

The scheme does not provide any additional funding for people with a disability. However, a 
range of other targeted supports are available to support the housing needs of disabled persons.

My Department provides funding under the suite of Housing Adaptation Grants for Older 
People and People with a Disability, to assist people in private houses to make their accommo-
dation more suitable for their needs.  The suite of grants include the Housing Adaptation Grant 
for People with a Disability (max grant €30,000), the Mobility Aids Grant (max grant €6,000) 
and the Housing Aid for Older People (max grant €8,000). A means test applies to each grant 
scheme. The detailed administration of the schemes is the responsibility of the local authorities.   

Further details on these schemes is available at the following link: 

www.gov.ie/en/service/6636c-housing-adaptation-grants-for-older-people-and-people-
with-a-disability/

27/07/2021WROO04600Housing Provision

27/07/2021WROO04700684. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the number of social housing units to be completed in County Limerick in 2021, 
in tabular form [40332/21]

27/07/2021WROO04800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department publishes a Social Housing Construction Status Report (CSR) each quarter, 
which contains details of all social housing developments completed, under construction or at 
the planning and design stage in each local authority area. The most recent report, published 
on 28 May 2021, covers the period up to the end of Quarter 1 2021 and is available at the fol-
lowing link: rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-obrien-publishes-social-housing-construction-
status-report-for-q1-2021/. The data pertaining to the CSR for Quarter 2 will be collated in the 
coming weeks and published thereafter.
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Since 2016, 1,422 homes across 110 schemes have been completed in Limerick City and 
County. There are also 638 homes across 35 schemes currently ‘Onsite’ with a further 326 
homes across 23 schemes at various stages of the approval process as set out in the latest CSR. 

Social Housing Targets were issued to each local authority in December 2020. Limerick 
was set a target of 525 homes to be delivered in 2021, including 441 new build homes. Due to 
the public health restrictions introduced to combat the spread of COVID, there have been sig-
nificant delays to many construction projects, which will impact on output this year. However, 
I have asked local authorities to take all possible measures to ensure that the maximum number 
of homes are completed in 2021. 

27/07/2021WRPP00200Housing Policy

27/07/2021WRPP00300685. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the position regarding vacant social housing in County Limerick; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40333/21]

27/07/2021WRPP00400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The level of vacancy in local authority housing stock will fluctuate over time as tenancy sur-
render and re-letting of stock is an ongoing process.

Data in relation to the number of vacant local authority units are not collated by my Depart-
ment, however, statistics in relation to the social housing stock are published by the National 
Oversight and Audit Commission (NOAC) in their Annual Reports on Performance Indicators 
in Local Authorities. These reports provide a range of information in relation to social hous-
ing stock, including the level of vacancy broken down by local authority. The most recent re-
port, relating to 2019, is available on the NOAC website at the following link: https://noac.ie/
noac_publications/noac-performance-indicators-report-2019/

My Department funded the largest ever voids programme in 2020 with a spend of €56m 
of which €2.774m was made available to Limerick City and County Council. A hugely sig-
nificant voids programme is available to local authorities again in 2021 with an allocation of 
€1.639m having been made available to Limerick City and County Council earlier this year. 
Responsibility for the management and maintenance of the local authority housing stock is the 
responsibility of the local authority under section 28 of the Housing Act, 2009. My Department 
will however continue to support local authorities in this regard. It is important though that 
local authorities budget adequately for housing management and maintenance as part of their 
annual budgeting process using the available housing rental income to its maximum.

27/07/2021WRPP00500Wastewater Treatment

27/07/2021WRPP00600686. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the status of the Arklow wastewater treatment plant project; if he plans to sign the application 
for consent which was submitted to his Department by Irish Water to allow the project to prog-
ress to the next stage; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40358/21]

27/07/2021WRPP00700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water services 
planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels. The prioritisation and 
progression of individual projects is a matter for determination by Irish Water.
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Under section 16 of the Water Services Act 2013 (as amended by section 46 of the Gas 
Regulation Act 2013), Irish Water is required to seek the consent of the Minister for Housing, 
Local Government and Heritage given with the approval of the Minister for Public Expenditure 
and Reform to enter into capital commitments. Irish Water must seek Ministerial consent prior 
to entering into any individual capital commitment (or a series of individual capital commit-
ments in respect of a project) of a value in excess of €20m. This is a financial control and not a 
project consent.

In the context of the updated Public Spending Code for evaluating, planning and manag-
ing the public investment in the project as it proceeds through its life cycle, the Government 
recently provided approval for Irish Water to proceed to contract award for the construction of 
the Arklow Waste Water Treatment Plant.

The capital commitment consent request is now under consideration and a decision will is-
sue shortly.

Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from 
public representatives. The team can be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or 
by telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578.

27/07/2021WRPP00800Fire Service

27/07/2021WRPP00900687. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the establishment numbers for the retained fire services; the existing number across all fire au-
thorities nationwide; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40359/21]

27/07/2021WRPP01000688. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the current manning levels for fire authorities in each local authority and station; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40360/21]

27/07/2021WRPP01100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 687 and 688 together.

The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and main-
tenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of fire station 
premises, is a statutory function of individual fire authorities under the Fire Services Acts 1981 
and 2003. My Department supports fire authorities through setting general policy, providing 
the legislative framework, running a central training programme and issuing guidance on op-
erational and other related matters and providing capital funding for priority infrastructural 
projects. Fire services issues are managed in my Department by the National Directorate for 
Fire and Emergency Management (NDFEM). 

Fire services are provided in Ireland by local authorities in accordance with the provisions 
of the Fire Services Acts, 1981 and 2003. Under this legislation, there are 31 fire authorities 
which provide fire prevention and fire protection services for communities through 27 service 
delivery structures. Local authority fire services are delivered by approximately 3,300 local 
authority staff engaged at 217 fire stations nationwide, with 16 of these stations being staffed 
by full-time firefighters, a further 4 are mixed full-time and retained, and 197 are staffed by 
retained firefighters.

In 2013, my Department published ‘Keeping Communities Safe (KCS) - A Framework for 
Fire Safety in Ireland’. The adoption of KCS as national policy saw national norms/standards 
being established for fire services in Ireland for the first time, against which local authority fire 
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services could benchmark themselves.  In respect of crewing levels, KCS establishes a national 
norm of  5 personnel on the first pump mobilised from a station to include a designated Incident 
Commander, with 4 personnel on the second or subsequent pumps mobilised from the same 
station. The report of the Fire Service Validation Group, ‘ Fire Services in Ireland, Local Deliv-
ery - National Consistency’, published in 2016, noted the varied staffing arrangements in place 
in fire services across Ireland to achieve these standards and that fire services manage staffing 
levels in fire stations to achieve the national standards of fire service response.

While my Department does not routinely collect the data in the format requested by the 
Deputy, a breakdown of the number of firefighters in each fire service as of July 2021, based 
on data supplied by local authorities, is set out in the following table. Information in relation to 
staffing in individual fire stations is not available at this time. 

Fire Service    Total no. of operational staff in stations    
Carlow 45 
Cavan 93 
Clare 76 
Cork City 152 
Cork County 204 
Donegal 154 
Dublin 963 
Galway 154
Kerry 104 
Kildare 63 
Kilkenny 64 
Laois 70
Leitrim 36 
Limerick 140 
Longford 44 
Louth 100 
Mayo 119 
Meath 72 
Monaghan 51 
Offaly 52 
Roscommon 45 
Sligo 47 
Tipperary 127 
Waterford 124 
Westmeath 46 
Wexford 63 
Wicklow 94 
Total 3302
  Question No. 688 answered with Question No. 687.

27/07/2021WRPP01300National Parks

27/07/2021WRPP01400689. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
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itage the position regarding the hiring of new front-line staff for Killarney National Park; if the 
numbers of front-line staff being hired and time frames for such hiring will be provided; if the 
total number of front-line staff employed in Killarney National Park over the past five years will 
be provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40404/21]

27/07/2021WRPP01500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Front-line services to visitors in Killarney National Park, are provided by the Guide staff, which 
are made up of a combination of full time and seasonal Guide staff.  Over the past number of 
years, the Guide staff complement in Killarney National Park has comprised of 10 permanent 
and an average of 16 seasonal Guide staff.

Staffing levels across my Department are kept under regular review in line with emerging 
business needs and Government policy on public sector pay and staffing as advised by the De-
partment of Public Expenditure and Reform.  

I am pleased to note that there has been significant recruitment, in recent years, in the Na-
tional Park and Wildlife Service of my Department, and in particular Killarney National Park.  
From 2017 to 2021, 11 permanent Industrial staff, such as Guides, General Operatives and 
Gardeners have been recruited to Killarney National Park.  My Department is currently in the 
process of a number of recruitment campaigns for seasonal staff, across a number of grades, to 
manage our National Parks including Killarney National Park.  In addition, a calibrated por-
tion of the expansion of the Conservation Ranger cohort will be assigned to Killarney National 
Parks as well as our other national parks and nature reserves in the ownership and care of the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service.

27/07/2021WRPP01600Wastewater Treatment

27/07/2021WRPP01700690. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage the up-to-date position in relation to the provision of a sewerage scheme for Kilcummin, 
County Kerry; if the entire village will now be included in the scheme given that there had been 
concerns in recent months that parts of the village would be excluded from the scheme; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40408/21]

27/07/2021WRPP01800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water services 
planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels. Irish Water takes a stra-
tegic, nationwide approach to asset planning and investment, and meeting customer require-
ments. The prioritisation and progression of individual projects and programmes, including the 
project referred to in the question, is a matter for determination by Irish Water.

Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and queries from 
public representatives. The team can be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie or 
by telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578.

27/07/2021WRPP01900Departmental Projects

27/07/2021WRPP02000691. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if Boolteens Village, County Kerry will be selected as a pilot project for an integrated 
constructed wetland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40409/21]

27/07/2021WRPP02100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
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My Department builds its strategic water policy and infrastructure delivery programmes around 
the National Planning Framework 2018-2040 and the National Development Plan 2018-2027.

Investment is primarily delivered through Irish Water while my Department operates the 
Rural Water Programme directly. The Programme for Government supports the uptake of Irish 
Water’s Small Towns and Villages Growth Programme 2020-2024, which will provide water 
and waste water growth capacity in smaller settlements that would otherwise not be provided 
for in Irish Water’s capital investment plan. 

Complementary to Irish Water’s Programme, my Department is currently examining waste 
water requirements in the context of villages and similar settlements that do not have access to 
public waste water infrastructure. 

I have instructed the relevant officials in my Department to prepare a report on this topic 
at a national level. This report will include the analysis of a baseline survey of all rural local 
authorities, to quantify and qualify the number of villages and similar settlements concerned. 

This process is at an advanced stage, and I will be in a position to consider the matter fur-
ther in relation to these villages and similar settlements, as identified in the survey, once I have 
received the final report.

27/07/2021WRPP02200Local Authorities

27/07/2021WRPP02300692. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage his views on requirements by local authorities for new single rural houses to be erected on 
sites of no less than approximately half an acre; his views on whether this requirement could be 
revised downward to make the cost of a site more affordable for first time self-builders; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40410/21]

27/07/2021WRPP02400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): In relation to the issue of a half-acre minimum site size that the Deputy 
has raised, I understand that some county development plans may include particular physical 
site requirements for a proposed new house in rural areas. Any such minimum development site 
size requirements are generally for the purpose of addressing issues that frequently arise where 
new homes are proposed - for example to ensure that the site is of sufficient size to provide safe 
access from the public road or to safeguard local water quality by providing adequate septic 
tank percolation capacity. There may also be a rural density considerations involved in certain 
overdeveloped areas where pressures for excessive subdivision/ribbon development would im-
pact adversely on landscape quality and local farm access.

Under the Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Sustainable Rural Housing 2005, which 
were issued under Section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended, planning 
authorities are required to frame the planning policies in their development plans in a balanced 
and measured way that ensures the housing needs of rural communities are met, while avoiding 
excessive urban-generated housing. The Guidelines are available on the Government’s website 
at the following link: www.gov.ie/en/publication/23809-sustainable-rural-housing-develop-
ment-guidelines/.

Section 3.3 of these Guidelines note the need for planning authorities to take important 
water quality protection, transport and landscape issues into consideration when devising the 
policies for rural housing in their development plan. Accordingly, it is a matter for planning 
authorities to consider a minimum site size for rural houses, if considered appropriate.
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The preparation of a statutory development plan is a central function of a planning authority 
undertaken in accordance with sections 9-13 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as 
amended). It provides an opportunity for planning authorities to carefully consider the issues 
related to rural housing and provide planning policies that balance the need for homes in rural 
areas the important objectives of protecting the agricultural economy and local environmental 
quality. 

27/07/2021WRPP02425Planning Issues

27/07/2021WRPP02450693. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage if he will increase the extension dimensions permitted without planning permission on ex-
isting structures for first-time buyers by 100% or 400 sq ft to 800 sq ft in rural areas and 50% or 
400 sq ft to 600 sq ft in urban areas as a measure to help incentivise the renovation of currently 
uninhabited or derelict properties; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40413/21]

27/07/2021WRPP02475Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): Class 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development 
Regulations 2001, as amended (the Regulations), sets out the planning exemption provisions 
for house extensions, referred to as “development within the curtilage of a house”, as follows:

“The extension of a house, by the construction or erection of an extension (including a 
conservatory) to the rear of the house or by the conversion for use as part of the house of any 
garage, store, shed or other similar structure attached to the rear or to the side of the house.” .

The use of the exemption is available to all houses whether occupied, vacant or derelict. 
However, the exemption is subject to a range of conditions and limitations set out in further 
detail in Class 1, which include factors such as:

- the size of the proposed extension, subject to specified limits;

- whether the house in question is terraced, semi-detached or detached; 

- whether the house has previously availed of the planning exemption;

- how much of the proposed development is at ground level or above ground level;

- impacts on the area of private open space within the curtilage of the house;

- the proximity of the proposed extension, including windows, to adjoining boundaries etc.

Any development of this nature which falls outside of the Class 1 exemption and the condi-
tions and limitations attached to it are subject to planning permission. The exemptions provided 
for in the Regulations are kept under regular review and I have no plans to amend the Class 1 
exemption provisions in this regard at this time. 

27/07/2021WRPP02500Rental Sector

27/07/2021WRPP02600694. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will review the short-term rental sector with particular focus on compliance and 
enforcement in relation to existing regulations; and the number of properties currently available 
for short-term rental only by county. [40414/21]

27/07/2021WRPP02700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Dep-
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uty Peter Burke): New legislative reforms to regulate the short-term letting sector through the 
planning code, in areas designated as “rent pressure zones” (RPZs), were introduced by my 
Department on 1 July 2019. In essence, the legislation requires home-sharers letting rooms in 
their principal private residence located within a RPZ, or letting the entire property subject to a 
maximum of 90 days per annum, to register with their local authority. Persons letting properties 
which are not their principal private residence are required to apply for change of use planning 
permission unless the property already has a specific planning permission to be used for tourism 
or short-term letting purposes. The short-term letting planning legislation does not regulate the 
online platforms which advertise such properties.

Local planning authorities are responsible for the implementation and enforcement of the 
short-term letting planning arrangements. In data returns submitted to my Department to the 
end of Q1 2021, planning authorities reported that 1,320 properties had been registered as en-
gaging in short-term letting activity in compliance with the legislation. Additionally, planning 
authorities identified 7,015 instances of properties potentially in breach of the short-term letting 
legislation since its introduction. Of these, 894 individual cases have been resolved to the sat-
isfaction of planning authorities through registration of properties, obtaining planning permis-
sion, or the ceasing of short-term letting operations. The table below provides a breakdown of 
this information by local authority. It should be noted that the figures for the total number of 
properties identified as potentially in breach of the short-term letting legislation are cumulative 
and may include properties that were identified in multiple quarterly returns.

Local Authority Area No. of properties 
registered in   ac-
cordance with STL 
regulations  

No. of   properties 
identified as poten-
tially in breach of 
STL regulations

No. of cases con-
cerning properties 
potentially in breach 
of STL regula-
tions satisfactorily 
resolved

Carlow 0 18 0
Cork County 65 1,057 0
Cork City 36 1,458 8
Dun Laoghaire Rath-
down 

138 114 106

Dublin City 700 1,905 564
Fingal 61 827 0
Galway City 31 4 5
Galway County 10 0 0
Kerry 0 9 4
Kildare 12 8 0
Kilkenny 22 234 134
Laois 3 123 0
Limerick 14 40 0
Louth 38 768 2
Meath 30 0 0
Offaly 0 0 0
Sligo 0 11 0
South Dublin 62 122 0
Waterford 3 69 2
Westmeath 0 0 0
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Wexford 10 112 2
Wicklow 85 136 67
Total 1,320 7,015 894
My Department does not maintain data regarding the number of properties engaged in short-

term letting activity outside of RPZs and/or further to a specific planning permission enabling 
it to engage in such activity. 

The Programme for Government - Our Shared Future includes the specific action to 
strengthen the regulatory and enforcement mechanisms with regard to short-term letting, and 
the ongoing approach in this regard is currently being considered. However, as some elements 
of potential regulation of the short-term letting market fall outside the remit of my Department, 
I have been in contact with my colleague the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media on this matter. Meetings have taken place at senior official level between the 
two Departments, which have also involved the participation of Fáilte Ireland, to explore the 
possibilities of developing new proposals in relation to the regulation of the short-term letting 
sector.

Further meetings at official level are scheduled in the coming weeks after which it is hoped 
to submit a Memorandum for Government on this matter in due course.

27/07/2021WRPP02800Housing Schemes

27/07/2021WRPP02900695. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage if he will consider a rebate for new water and electricity connection and reconnection fees 
for a stated window of time for first-time buyers subject to occupancy clause of seven years as 
a measure to help incentivise the renovation of currently uninhabited or derelict properties; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40415/21]

27/07/2021WRPP03000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Government policy in relation to electricity matters is led by the Minister for Environment,

Climate and Communications and electricity connection charges and charging arrangements 
are subject to independent regulation by the Commission for the Regulation of Utilities (CRU). 

In relation to charges for connections to the public water services systems, there are no plans 
at present to introduce a rebate scheme along the lines suggested.   

Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water ser-
vices planning and delivery. Irish Water’s charging policies, including in relation to connection 
charges, are subject to approval by the CRU, in its statutory role as the independent economic 
regulator of Irish Water. 

Part V of the Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013, in particular sets out the CRU’s responsibility 
for the determination of the charges, including connection charges, and charging arrangements, 
that apply to customers of Irish Water. The CRU determination on the appropriate charges and 
charging arrangements that apply to new network connections are set out in its detailed decision 
paper on Connection Charging available on its website at www.cru.ie.  My Department has no 
role in the matter.

On the broader question of incentivising the use of uninhabited or derelict properties, it 
is worth noting that my Department is committed to ensuring that existing housing stock is 
utilised to the fullest extent. The National Vacant Housing Reuse Strategy, as published in 
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2018, includes a range of measures and supports, including the Repair and Leasing Scheme, 
the Buy and Renew Scheme, and the Bringing Back Homes Manual for the Reuse of Existing 
Buildings, designed to assist in bringing vacant housing stock back into use.  

27/07/2021WRPP03100Housing Policy

27/07/2021WRPP03200696. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage if he will consider the imposition of a seven year occupancy clause and local tie clause 
on all homes and derelict properties for sale in rural areas that would be designated to be of 
special scenic, environmental or linguistic sensitivity as a measure to prevent the death of rural 
communities along the western seaboard in particular; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40416/21]

27/07/2021WRPP03300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The EU Court of Justice ‘Flemish Decree’ judgement ruled that restrictions on the sale of all 
property to locals, which had been imposed in the Flanders Region of Belgium, were dispropor-
tionate and contrary to the EU principles of freedom of movement.

It is an objective of Government to encourage the proportionate growth of rural communi-
ties and we have recently published an updated action plan for rural development.  I have no 
plans to implement measures relating to an occupancy clause as outlined in the question.  

27/07/2021WRPP03400Housing Policy

27/07/2021WRPP03500697. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the financial supports that are available for a couple who are not first-time buyers but 
require financial assistance to purchase a home and are being refused credit by banks; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40453/21]

27/07/2021WRPP03600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): In 
the main, policy and supports to provide access to home ownership and affordable purchase is 
generally targeted at those who do not already own a home.  

The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan enables creditworthy eligible buyers to access sustain-
able mortgage lending to purchase new or second-hand properties in a suitable price range. 
There are no set minimum income limits under this scheme, however, applicants do need to 
have sufficient borrowing and repayment capacity and must be capable of repaying the mort-
gage. Although the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan is primarily targeted at first-time buyers, 
exceptions are available for second-time buyers that have been legally separated or divorced. 
Further information on the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan is available at http://rebuildingire-
landhomeloan.ie/. 

The Affordable Housing Act 2021 was enacted by the President on 21 July 2021. This Act is 
the first ever stand-alone affordable housing legislation, establishing a basis for four new afford-
able housing measures. These measures will deliver on the Programme for Government com-
mitment to put affordability at the heart of the housing system and prioritise the increased sup-
ply of affordable homes through (1) delivering affordable homes on local authority lands, (2) 
the introduction of a new form of tenure in Cost Rental, (3) a new affordable purchase shared 
equity scheme and (4) expanding Part V planning requirements to increase the 10% contribu-
tion requirement to 20% and to apply it to cost rental as well as social and affordable housing
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Section 10 of the Act sets out the eligibility criteria for the affordable purchase scheme. 
Section 10(5) provides eligibility to individuals that previously purchased a home but subse-
quently underwent personal insolvency or bankruptcy (subject to the indivisual(s) meeting the 
other eligibility criteria).  Sections 10(3) and 10(4) provides eligibility in circumstances where 
individuals that previously purchased or built a home together with a spouse, civil partner or a 
person with whom he or she was in an intimate and committed relationship, but that relation-
ship has subsequently ended.

In addition to the above measures, the Housing for All strategy, which is currently being fi-
nalised, will provide for a suite of measures  to improve the affordability of the overall housing 
market.  

27/07/2021WRPP03700Rental Sector

27/07/2021WRPP03800698. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of rental inspections that have taken place each year from 2015 to 2020 
and to date in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40454/21]

27/07/2021WRPP03900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Housing (Standards for Rented Houses) Regulations 2019 specify requirements in relation 
to a range of matters, such as structural repair, sanitary facilities, heating, ventilation, natural 
light and safety of gas, oil and electrical supplies. With very limited exemptions, these ap-
ply to all private rented accommodation. All landlords have a legal obligation to ensure that 
their rented properties comply with these regulations. Responsibility for the enforcement of the 
Regulations rests with the relevant local authority.

The Strategy for the Rental Sector sets out a series of measures to be introduced to ensure 
the quality of private rental accommodation by strengthening the applicable standards and im-
proving the inspection and enforcement systems. The Strategy recognises the need for addi-
tional resources to be provided to local authorities to aid increased inspections of properties and 
ensure greater compliance with the Regulations. 

Increased funding has been made available to local authorities each year since 2018 to 
enable them to build inspection capacity incrementally, with payments based on the number 
of inspections undertaken. Significant progress was made across the sector. The number of 
inspections more than doubled from 19,645 in 2017 to 40,728 in 2019. A total of €6 million in 
Exchequer funding was made available to local authorities in 2020 and this was increased to 
€10 million this year. However, given the need for inspectors to enter tenants’ homes, pandemic 
restrictions have greatly impacted on inspection activity since March 2020. 

In response some local authorities have been piloting virtual inspections. Dublin City Coun-
cil have led this initiative which entails landlords receiving a checklist for self-assessment and 
being required to submit photographic/video evidence by email, tenants being invited to raise 
any non-compliance issues they are aware of and whether or not they can confirm if the land-
lord’s checklist answers are correct, and the Council reserving the right to conduct a physical 
on-site inspection when it is safe to do so. 

While virtual inspection systems present certain challenges and limitations, they do offer a 
way of improving the standard of rental accommodation despite the pandemic. I support these 
initiatives and my Department has been providing Exchequer funding to local authorities par-
ticipating in the pilot projects. 

The number of private rental inspections undertaken by local authorities in each of the years 
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from 2015 to 2020 and in Q1 2021 is set out in the following table. Inspection data in respect of 
Q2 2021 is being collated and is not yet available.

Year Total Rental  Inspec-
tions Carried Out

Physical on-site 
Rental Inspections 
Carried Out

Virtual Rental 
Inspections Carried 
Out

2015 20,476 20,476 -
2016 19,092 19,092 -
2017 19,645 19,645 -
2018 28,464 28,464 -
2019 40,728 40,728 -
2020 25,703 24,315 1,388
2021 Q1 2,480 632 1,848
 Annual data in respect of the level of inspections carried out by each local authority is avail-

able on my Department’s website at:

www.gov.ie/en/publication/da3fe-private-housing-market-statistics/

 

27/07/2021WRPP04000Housing Provision

27/07/2021WRPP04100699. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the average cost of units provided under the build and acquisition categories of Re-
building Ireland from  2016 to 2020, inclusive, and to date in 2021; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40455/21]

27/07/2021WRPP04200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department publishes comprehensive programme level statistics on social housing delivery 
activity on a quarterly basis. Details on the number of social housing units provided by local 
authorities from 2016 to Quarter 1 2021 is published at the following link: www.gov.ie/en/
collection/6060e-overall-social-housing-provision/.

Cost information on the delivery of social homes through the various construction streams, 
is collated by my Department at development level rather than at individual housing unit level. 
Disaggregating such development level information into individual unit costs, across all of the 
various types of units, would require significant analysis on unit characteristics such as size, 
type, number of bedrooms, site costs, abnormal costs, fees, etc. to derive an accurate reflection 
of unit cost across all of the delivery streams.

In October 2020, the Irish Government Economic and Evaluation Service (IGEES) in the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER), published an ‘Analysis of Social Hous-
ing Build Programme’ which examined the social housing build programme over the years 
2016 to 2019 and considered issues such as Use of Build Delivery; Type of Units, Cost & Speed 
of Delivery and Cost Efficiency and Market Interaction. The IGEES analysis noted the range 
of average costs which highlighted the diversity of costs for delivery of new build units across 
different developments and locations. The paper is available at the following link: www.budget.
gov.ie/Budgets/2021/Documents/Budget/Spending%20Review%202020%20-%20Analysis%20
of%20Social%20Housing%20Build%20Programme.pdf.  DPER has also published a Spend-
ing Review Paper ‘Analysis of Social Housing Acquisitions’. This objective of the paper was 
to provide an overview of the acquisition delivery mechanisms, and other related mechanisms, 
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including an analysis of the level of expenditure and social housing output in the years 2016, 
2017 and 2018. The paper is available at the following link: www.gov.ie/en/collection/5915ad-
spending-review/. 

My Department has also recently prepared a breakdown of local authority social housing 
build costs for 2019 and 2020. As Social Housing Investment Programme (SHIP) funded con-
struction projects by local authorities must, like all publicly-funded construction programmes, 
comply with the Public Spending Code and Capital Works Management Framework, my De-
partment periodically issues Unit Cost Ceilings (UCCs) for each local authority area, for use as 
a key benchmark for the development and costing of scheme designs at capital appraisal stage. 
While not a record of actual delivery costs, UCCs are based on an analysis of returned data 
from tendered social housing schemes over an extended period and updated based on published 
tender index information as required.

To monitor tender cost trends and to inform the UCCs levels, my Department analyses the 
tender data for the construction cost element of new build schemes approved under the SHIP 
and Capital Assistance Scheme four stage approval processes for each unit type, where suffi-
cient information is available to allow such costs to be extrapolated and where the information 
available is appropriate for comparison purposes.  Outlined in the tables below are average 
construction costs (incl. VAT) per unit type, recorded as part of the aforementioned analysis for 
projects tendered in each of the years 2019 to 2020. The tables also set out the range of costs 
that make up this average for each unit type. The range of costs recorded vary, depending on de-
sign, location and on the level of abnormal requirements for each scheme, for instance existing 
site conditions, demolitions, service diversions and site access requirements. Abnormal costs 
are also separately identified in the tables below.

       Construction 
Costs* (incl   
abnormals)   

Construction 
Costs* (incl   
abnormals)    

Abnormal Costs   Abnormal Costs    

 Average Cost 
Per Unit

Range of Costs 
Per Unit

Average Cost 
Per Unit

Range of Costs 
Per Unit

 2020 2020 2020 2020
1 bed   house €185,246 €139k -   €237k €25,181 €3k -   €46k
2 bed   house €195,392 €129k -   €263k €25,115 €6k -   €66k
3 bed   house €214,076 €152k -   €342k €25,121 €6k -   €66k
4 bed   house €263,204 €205k -   €321k €41,527 €19k -   €66k
1 bed   apart-
ment

€197,087 €169k -   €269k €32,919 €24k -   €54k

2 bed   apart-
ment

€230,300 €198k -   €306k €16,882 €7k -   €54k

3 bed   apart-
ment

N/A N/A N/A N/A

 2019 2019 2019 2019
1 bed   house €189,320 €144k -   €208k €26,699 €7k -   €47k
2 bed   house €198,174 €136k -   €255k €20,022 €4k -   €58k
3 bed   house €226,455 €131k -   €346k €19,227 €4k -   €58k
4 bed   house €234,794 €192k -   €298k €19,510 €4k -   €58k
1 bed   apart-
ment

€291,762 €129k -   €354k €32,609 €4k -   €43k
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2 bed   apart-
ment

€290,902 €170k -   €373k €26,249 €4k -   €43k

3 bed   apart-
ment

€323,407 €232k -   €398k €27,379 €4k -   €43k

* Construction Costs as shown, are derived from unit cost analysis and capture the construc-
tion cost element only including abnormals (i.e. not all-in costs)

The above costs relate to the construction element of the all-in delivery cost. Other items 
that make up the all-in total include:

- Design/technical fees  : Design fees vary from project to project, depending on the loca-
tion, size and complexity of a scheme (and depending on whether design services are provided 
by a local authority in-house or via external appointment). As a guideline/indicator, design fee 
are generally expected to range between 7.5% to 12.5% of construction costs.

- Land cost  : Land costs will vary significantly from project to project, depending on loca-
tion and ownership status (i.e. land costs could vary from existing local authority land at no cost 
to land purchased at market value).

- Utilities  : Connection fees for Irish Water, ESB, gas, etc. As a guideline/indicator, utility 
connection costs are generally in the order of €7k per unit.

- Other Costs  : Other items that make up the all-in delivery cost can include site investiga-
tions/surveys, archaeological requirements, Percent for Art contributions  - and will vary from 
scheme to scheme. 

27/07/2021WRPP04300Housing Provision

27/07/2021WRPP04400700. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage further to Parliamentary Question No. 197 of 15 July 2021, the target for new housing 
first tenancies under the national implementation plan 2018-2021; the number of these tenan-
cies that have been provided to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40456/21]

27/07/2021WRPP04500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Housing First enables homeless individuals with high levels of complex needs to obtain perma-
nent secure accommodation with the provision of intensive housing and health supports to help 
them maintain their tenancies. 

The National Implementation Plan for Housing First, published in September 2018, which 
puts the programme on a national footing, is designed to provide this response, by delivering 
permanent housing solutions and associated supports for rough sleepers and long-term users of 
emergency accommodation. It extends the delivery of Housing First nationally, with the intro-
duction of targets for each local authority.  

The Plan includes an overall target of 663 tenancies in the period 2018-2021. The imple-
mentation of the Plan is a joint initiative of my Department, the Department of Health, the HSE 
and the local authorities.   

In line with the National Implementation Plan, Housing First is being delivered on a re-
gional basis by the local authorities and the HSE. Contracts for the delivery of services have 
been put in place in each of the nine regions responsible for the delivery of homeless services 
with tenancies now in place in every region. At the end of March 2021, a total of 539 individu-
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als were being housed under the Housing First programme including 438 individuals who have 
been housed since the publication of the National Implementation Plan.  Details on the number 
of Housing First tenancies are published every three months as part of my Department’s Home-
less Quarterly Progress Report, with the next report due for publication on 30 July 2021.

  Question No. 701 answered with Question No. 680.

27/07/2021WRPP04700Housing Schemes

27/07/2021WRPP04800702. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of HAP inspections that took place in County Clare in 2020; the number 
of properties that were found deficient; the number that were subsequently followed up; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40472/21]

27/07/2021WRPP04900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The minimum standards for rental accommodation are prescribed in the Housing (Standards 
for Rented Houses) Regulations 2019.  All landlords have a legal obligation to ensure that their 
rented properties comply with these Regulations. Responsibility for enforcement of the Regula-
tions rests with the relevant local authority.  

The Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) scheme is underpinned by the Housing (Miscella-
neous Provisions) Act 2014. Under section 41 of the 2014 Act, local authorities are required to 
commence the inspection process within 8 months of HAP support being provided in relation to 
a particular dwelling, if the dwelling was not already inspected within the previous 12 months. 
Local authorities carry out HAP inspections as part of their overall private rented inspections 
programme.

Given the need for inspectors to enter tenants’ homes, Covid-19 pandemic restrictions have 
impacted on the inspection of all rented dwellings. Clare County Council undertook 158 rental 
standards inspections of dwellings with HAP-supported tenancies in 2020. An increased budget 
of €10 million (a rise of 300% since 2018) has been approved to facilitate inspections in 2021.  

The information requested in respect of the number of HAP properties inspected found to 
be non-compliant and the number followed-up subsequently is not reported by local authorities 
to my Department and is not available.

Annual data in respect of the level of inspections carried out by each local authority is avail-
able on my Department’s website at www.gov.ie/en/publication/da3fe-private-housing-market-
statistics/.

The City and County Management Association’s (CCMA) Local Authority Services Frame-
works for Future Covid-19 Pandemic Response did not permit on-site rental inspections from 
January 2021 until mid-July. This was in order to protect tenants, landlords and inspectors. 
The CCMA Framework is developed in accordance with Government public health guidance 
and restrictions and was recently reviewed in line with updated guidance and restrictions. The 
revised Framework issued on 13 July 2021 permitted the resumption of on-site rental inspec-
tions from 14 July 2021. My Department continues to provide Exchequer funding to a number 
of local authorities participating in virtual inspections pilot projects which were developed in 
response to the impact of pandemic restrictions.

27/07/2021WRQQ00200Departmental Funding
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27/07/2021WRQQ00300703. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the funding that has been allocated by his Department for projects and initiatives in County 
Tipperary over the past 12 months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40500/21]

27/07/2021WRQQ00400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department has a wide and diverse business agenda, covering a broad range of functions, 
including local authority housing, voluntary housing, homeless services, estate regeneration, 
energy efficiency retrofitting, housing grants, rural water schemes, urban regeneration, peat-
lands conservation, national parks & wildlife services and fire services. In order to achieve its 
business objectives, the Department provides significant resources to an extensive range of or-
ganisations, including local authorities, dedicated agencies, and other bodies; some allocations, 
depending on the programmes concerned, are made on a national or other non-county basis. In 
these circumstances, the information requested is not readily available in my Department and 
its compilation would involve a disproportionate amount of time and work. 

If the Deputy is interested in a more specific issue concerning funding from my Department, 
and tables a Parliamentary Question in that regard, I will endeavour to provide the information 
sought.  

27/07/2021WRQQ00500Housing Provision

27/07/2021WRQQ00600704. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of houses that have been allocated to persons in County Cavan since March 
2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40527/21]

27/07/2021WRQQ00700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The allocation of dwellings is a matter for the local authority concerned, in accordance with 
their allocation scheme made under section 22 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
2009 and associated Regulations. This legislation requires all local authorities, as a reserved 
function, to make an allocation scheme determining the order of priority to be accorded in the 
allocation of dwellings to households qualified for social housing support and to households 
approved for a transfer, the allocation of which would, in the opinion of the authority, meet the 
accommodation needs and requirements of the households.

The oversight and management of the lists of qualified households awaiting accommoda-
tion, including the allocation and transfer of tenancies, is a matter for the relevant local author-
ity in accordance with Sections 20 and 22 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 
and associated Social Housing Assessment and Allocation Regulations, respectively.  

The data requested by the Deputy is not held by my Department.  

27/07/2021WRQQ00800Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRQQ00900705. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the amount of local government funding granted to Meath County Council by his Depart-
ment in each of the years 2017 to 2020 and to date in 2021; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40559/21]

27/07/2021WRQQ01000706. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the amount of local government funding granted to Westmeath County Council by his De-
partment in each of the years 2017 to 2020 and to date in 2021; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [40560/21]

27/07/2021WRQQ01100707. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the amount of local government funding granted by his Department to each local authority 
nationwide by county excluding counties Meath and Westmeath in each of the years 2016 to 
2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. [40561/21]

27/07/2021WRQQ01200713. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the allocations granted from local government funding to Meath County Council for each 
of the years 2016 to 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40600/21]

27/07/2021WRQQ01300714. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the allocations granted from local government funding to Westmeath County Council for 
each of the years 2016 to 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40601/21]

27/07/2021WRQQ01400715. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the allocations granted from local government funding to each local authority in each of 
the years 2016 to 2021, in tabular form. [40602/21]

27/07/2021WRQQ01500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Peter Burke): I propose to take Questions Nos. 705, 706, 707, 713, 714 and 715 
together.

The funding system that applies to local authorities is a complex one, as authorities derive 
their income from a variety of local sources including commercial rates, charges for goods and 
services and funding from Central Government. 

Central Government funding of local authorities similarly presents a complex picture, with 
transfers, both current and capital, coming from a wide range of Departments and Offices, not 
solely from my Department, for a variety of purposes. Some streams of funding are delivered 
directly from funding departments to local authorities, while others are routed through depart-
mental agencies.  

Most of the funding sourced from Central Government and provided to local authorities 
must be used for specified services. These can be grouped into 5 broad programme categories: 
recreational, education, environment, housing and transport. 

Additional detail on Central Government funding of local authorities is provided in the 
Comptroller and Auditor General’s Annual Report, the most recent of which is accessible at the 
following link:  

www.audit.gov.ie/en/find-report/publications/2020/2019-annual-report-chapter-2-central-
government-funding-of-local-authorities.pdf

The attached sheet details funding provided by my Department, as it was then config-
ured, across all schemes and funding sources between the years 2016 - June 2021.  

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-07-27_pq705-27-7-21_en.xlsx  “>Funding</a>]

  Question No. 706 answered with Question No. 705.

  Question No. 707 answered with Question No. 705.
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27/07/2021WRQQ01800Local Authorities

27/07/2021WRQQ01900708. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the amount of the allocated local government funding that was not used by each local 
authority in each of the years 2016 to 2020 and to date in 2021; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40562/21]

27/07/2021WRQQ02000716. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the allocations from local government funding not used by each local authority in the years 
2016 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. [40603/21]

27/07/2021WRQQ02100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Peter Burke): I propose to take Questions Nos. 708 and 716 together.

The funding system that applies to local authorities in Ireland is a complex one, as those au-
thorities derive their income from a variety of sources including commercial rates, charges for 
goods and services and funding from Central Government including my Department but also 
other government departments and state agencies. Most of the funding from Central Govern-
ment to local authorities must be used for specified services. These can be grouped into 5 broad 
programme categories: housing, transport, recreational, education and environment.

My Department has a wide and diverse business agenda, covering a broad range of func-
tions, including local authority housing, voluntary housing, homeless services, estate regenera-
tion, energy efficiency retrofitting, housing grants, rural water schemes, urban renewal/regen-
eration, and fire services. In order to achieve its business objectives, my Department allocates 
significant resources to an extensive range of organisations, including local authorities, dedi-
cated agencies, and other bodies; some allocations, depending on the programmes concerned, 
are made on a national or other non-county basis in the form of grant funding.  

Grant funding is provided primarily on the basis of vouched expenditure, as opposed to 
specific up front annual allocations, once all necessary requirements as detailed in grant as-
sistance schemes are met by the bodies/organisations concerned and that appropriate systems 
and procedures are in place to ensure the exercise of proper financial controls. Accordingly, the 
circumstances of funding being returned to the Exchequer generally do not arise.

Local Property Tax allocations to Local Authorities are paid out of the Local Government 
Fund and have always been paid in entirety to all Local Authorities. Other payments from the 
LG Fund are  provided on the basis of vouched expenditure so returning funding does not arise.

27/07/2021WRQQ02200Departmental Budgets

27/07/2021WRQQ02300709. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the total capital budget for 2021 for his Department; the way this total is broken down; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40585/21]

27/07/2021WRQQ02400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The capital expenditure provision for my Department in 2021 as set out in the Revised Esti-
mates for Public Services 2021 published by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
(DPER) and available at www.per.gov.ie/en/rev/ is €2,762m.

The breakdown of this capital allocation by Programme is set out below:

PROGRAMME 2021   GROSS CAPITAL PROVISION €m
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A - Housing 1,837
B - Water 722
C - Local Government 15
D - Planning 130
E - Met Éireann 13
F - Heritage 44.5
TOTAL 2,762
In addition, deferred surrender amounting to €214m has been carried forward from 2020 

for expenditure in 2021 bringing the Exchequer funding total this year to just under €3 billion 
which is supplemented also by LPT. 

These funding allocations will be used to advance capital investment across a range of 
programme areas within my Department’s remit, including local authority housing, voluntary 
housing, estate regeneration, urban regeneration and development, water and wastewater ser-
vices, peatlands restoration and conservation, national parks and wildlife services and fire and 
emergency services. 

27/07/2021WRQQ02500Local Authorities

27/07/2021WRQQ02600710. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the 
number of social houses in County Kerry that have lead pipes which have been identified as in 
need of replacement. [40587/21]

27/07/2021WRQQ02700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Lead in drinking water is both the responsibility of water suppliers and property owners. Irish 
Water is responsible for lead pipework in the public water distribution network. This is known 
as public-side lead. Lead plumbing in buildings and within property boundaries is a matter for 
the property owner. This is known as private-side lead.

While there are no lead water mains in Ireland, service connections within properties can 
contain traces of lead. The vast majority of lead pipes are contained within properties built up 
to and including the 1970s.   

The Government published a National Strategy to Reduce Exposure to Lead in Drinking 
Water in June 2015. In response to the recommendations of this strategy, Irish Water prepared 
a detailed Lead in Drinking Water Mitigation Plan to identify measures to mitigate the risks to 
human health posed by the presence of lead in drinking water. The Plan proposes to remove all 
public lead service connection pipes over a ten year programme (i.e. by the end of 2026).

The Lead Mitigation Advisory Group, which is chaired by officials from my Department, 
meets regularly to consider and make recommendations on the broader Irish Water Lead Miti-
gation Strategy, and to consider appropriate guidelines and criteria for Irish Water’s decision-
making process for lead mitigation measures. The most recent of these meetings took place on 
9th June 2021.

There are approximately 140,000 local authority social housing properties in the State.  It 
is important that local authorities ensure the optimum management and maintenance of this 
valuable State asset, that the homes comply with relevant standards, and that vacancy and let-
ting turnaround times are kept to a minimum. My Department is committed to supporting local 
authorities in the optimum management and maintenance of their housing stock and is working 
with them to transition from a largely response based approach to a strategic planned mainte-
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nance approach based on stock condition surveys.

A national standardised stock condition survey template has been agreed, as has the imple-
mentation of a centrally hosted ICT system to support asset management.  The ICT system is 
currently being procured by the Local Government Management Agency. The stock condition 
surveys will begin once the ICT system is in place, and will be completed over a four to five 
year period. The start has been delayed somewhat during Covid restrictions and it is likely to 
be 2022 when surveys commence.

Once completed, it is anticipated that this survey will quantify the number of local authority 
housing stock that may have lead pipes.   

27/07/2021WRQQ02800Departmental Schemes

27/07/2021WRQQ02900711. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if he 
will consider developing a grant scheme for CO2 monitors in private homes. [40588/21]

27/07/2021WRQQ03000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department provides exchequer funding to local authorities to support the Housing Adapta-
tion Grant for Older People and People with a Disability scheme, in respect of private houses.  
These grants are available to assist in the carrying out of works which are reasonably necessary 
for the purposes of rendering a house more suitable for the accommodation of a person with a 
disability who has an enduring physical, sensory, mental health or intellectual impairment. 

The detailed administration of the grants, including the assessment, approval and payment 
of individual grants to applicants, is the responsibility of the relevant local authority. The types 
of works allowable under the scheme include the provision or adaptation of rooms, for exam-
ple downstairs toilet facilities or a sensory space, and the provision of stair-lifts, access ramps, 
accessible showers, adaptations to facilitate wheelchair access or other works which are reason-
ably necessary. The scheme also provides grant funding for the installation of smoke/heat and 
carbon monoxide detectors. 

Funding is not currently available for the provision of CO2 monitors. My Department has 
no immediate plans to develop a grant scheme for the provision of CO2 monitors but will keep 
the matter under review.

 

27/07/2021WRQQ03100National Parks

27/07/2021WRQQ03200712. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage if 
he will consider the development of a multi-year plan for the elimination of rhododendrons and 
other invasive species within Killarney National Park. [40589/21]

27/07/2021WRQQ03300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): A programme such as the one described is already long estab-
lished and underway within Killarney National Park.

  Question No. 713 answered with Question No. 705.

  Question No. 714 answered with Question No. 705.



27 July 2021

359

  Question No. 715 answered with Question No. 705.

  Question No. 716 answered with Question No. 708.

27/07/2021WRQQ03800Departmental Reviews

27/07/2021WRQQ03900717. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if his Department has conducted regular reviews of local government funding in the past; 
if so, when such reviews took place; the frequency of reviews; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40604/21]

27/07/2021WRQQ04000718. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the way his Department determines the local government funding each local authority 
receives; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40605/21]

27/07/2021WRQQ04100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Peter Burke): I propose to take Questions Nos. 717 and 718 together.

My Department conducts annual reviews of funding as part of the Estimates Process in con-
sultation with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER). In addition to these 
reviews, we engage in monthly reporting to DPER on both current and capital expenditure. We 
also conduct reviews of capital expenditure in the form of a management report for Govern-
ment. 

Through the Local Government Fund, my Department also provides local authorities with 
their Local Property Tax (LPT) payments, a contribution towards their pay and pension costs 
and support for a number of smaller schemes including part of their fire and emergency services.

Local retention of LPT began in 2015 and since then the overall principles and allocation 
methodology have broadly remained the same. 80% of LPT is retained in the area it is collected, 
with the other 20% supporting equalisation for local authorities with LPT bases lower than their 
funding baseline. Baselines are linked for the most part to funding previously allocated to local 
authorities as General Purpose Grants; LPT allocations replaced these grants from 2015 on.

  Question No. 718 answered with Question No. 717.

27/07/2021WRQQ04300Local Authorities

27/07/2021WRQQ04400719. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the amount of allocated local government funding that was spent in each local authority 
area per capita of its population in tabular form. [40606/21]

27/07/2021WRQQ04500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The funding system that applies to local authorities is a complex one, 
as authorities derive their income from a variety of local sources including commercial rates, 
charges for goods and services and funding from Central Government. 

Central Government funding of local authorities similarly presents a complex picture, with 
transfers, both current and capital, coming from a wide range of Departments and Offices, not 
solely from my Department, for a variety of purposes. Some streams of funding are delivered 
directly from funding departments to local authorities, while others are routed through depart-
mental agencies.  
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Most of the funding sourced from Central Government and provided to local authorities 
must be used for specified services. These can be grouped into 5 broad programme categories: 
recreational, education, environment, housing and transport

Local authorities vary significantly from one another in terms of size, population, popula-
tion distribution, public service demands, infrastructure and other income sources including 
commercial rates - all factors which should be taken into account when comparing levels of 
funding in different local authority areas. 

Additional detail on Central Government funding of local authorities is provided in the 
Comptroller and Auditor General’s Annual Report, accessible at the following link:  

www.audit.gov.ie/en/Find-Report/Publications/2020/2019-Annual-Report-Chapter-2-Cen-
tral-government-funding-of-local-authorities.pdf

The attached sheet details the total 2020 expenditure from my department only and the re-
sults of the 2016 census.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-07-27_pq719-27-07-21_en.xlsx”>LA Funding</a>]

27/07/2021WRRR00200Local Authorities

27/07/2021WRRR00300720. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of capital investment projects that were undertaken by each local authority in 
each of the years 2016 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. [40607/21]

27/07/2021WRRR00400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): My Department has a wide and diverse business agenda, covering a 
broad range of functions, including local authority housing, voluntary housing, estate regenera-
tion, energy efficiency retrofitting, housing grants, rural water schemes, urban regeneration, 
peatlands conservation and restoration, national parks & wildlife services and fire services.  In 
order to achieve its business objectives, the Department provides significant resources to an 
extensive range of organisations, including local authorities, dedicated agencies, and other bod-
ies; some allocations, depending on the programmes concerned, are made on a national or other 
non-county basis.  In these circumstances, the information requested is not readily available in 
my Department and its compilation would involve a disproportionate amount of time and work. 

However, as regards contracts for which local authorities are responsible, information on 
expenditure and multi-annual capital commitments is set out in the Department’s Appropriation 
Accounts (Vote 34) for the relevant years which are published by the Comptroller and Auditor 
General and are available at www.audit.gov.ie/en/publications/. The Department’s 2020 Appro-
priation Account will be published later this year.

In relation to water services projects, Irish Water has established a team to deal with queries 
from Oireachtas members on issues arising in relation to Irish Water’s activities.  The team may 
be contacted via email to oireachtasmembers@water.ie Alternatively Irish Water provides full 
details of their projects and plans to improve water and wastewater services on their website.  
The details can be accessed at the following link:  www.water.ie/projects-plans/.  

27/07/2021WRRR00500Housing Provision
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27/07/2021WRRR00600721. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the average length of time spent on the social housing list County Wexford; the plans to 
reduce these times; the number on the social housing list for each of the past 12 months and 
each month of 2021 to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40619/21]

27/07/2021WRRR00700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Details on the number of households qualified for social housing support in each local author-
ity area is provided in the annual statutory Summary of Social Housing Assessments (SSHA).

The most recent summary, conducted in November 2020, shows that 61,880 households 
were assessed as qualified for and being in need of social housing support. This represents a 
decrease of 6,813 households or 9.9% on the last assessment in June 2019. Since 2016, the 
numbers have decreased from 91,600 to 61,880, a reduction of 32.4%.

Below is the link to the summary report for 2020 which includes breakdowns by each local 
authority, including for County Wexford, across a range of categories.

In relation to the average waiting time to be allocated a house, information of this type is not 
held by my Department. However, details on the length of time spent on the record of qualified 
households (waiting lists) can be found at tables 2.8 and A1.8 of the report. 

It should be noted that the SSHA is a point in time snapshot of the demand for social housing 
support in each local authority area and does not necessarily reflect the dynamic nature of entry 
to and exit from the housing waiting lists. As such, my Department does not have information 
on the number on the social housing list for each of the past 12 months and for each month of 
2021 to date. 

2020 Report

www.gov.ie/en/publication/970ea-summary-of-social-housing-assessments-2020-key-
findings/#:~:text=The%20Summary%20of%20Social%20Housing,is%20not%20current-
ly%20being%20met 

With regard to reducing waiting times, increasing the supply of social, affordable and pri-
vate housing is a priority for this Government. The Programme for Government commits to the 
delivery of 50,000 new social homes with a focus on new build homes.  

In 2021, the Government has made available €3.3 billion for housing delivery programmes.  
Subject to delays arising from COVID-19 restrictions, this funding will support the delivery, 
subject to the impact of COVID-19, of 12,750 social homes, including 9,500 new build homes. 
The Government will soon be publishing a new housing strategy, which will set out details of 
social housing delivery for 2021-2025. In addition to supporting households in homes allocated 
by local authorities, eligible households are supported in the private rental market through the 
Housing Assistance Payment (HAP). 

My Department publishes a Social Housing Construction Status Report each quarter, which 
contains details of all social housing developments completed, under construction or at the 
planning and design stage in each local authority area. The most recent report, published on 28 
May 2021, covers the period up to the end of Quarter 1 2021 and is available at the following 
link: rebuildingireland.ie/news/minister-obrien-publishes-social-housing-construction-status-
report-for-q1-2021/.

The data pertaining to the Construction Status Report for Quarter 2 will be collated in the 
coming weeks and published thereafter.
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The Department also publishes comprehensive programme level statistics on social housing 
delivery activity on a quarterly basis including Build and Acquisitions. This data includes de-
tails on the number of social housing units provided by local authorities and Approved Housing 
Bodies up to Quarter 1 2021.  This data is published on the statistics page of my Department’s 
website, at the following link: www.gov.ie/en/collection/6060e-overall-social-housing-provi-
sion/. 

27/07/2021WRRR00800Housing Provision

27/07/2021WRRR00900722. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of affordable homes that were built in County Wexford in 2020 and to date in 
2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40620/21]

27/07/2021WRRR01000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
This Government is focused on ensuring that affordable, quality housing solutions are available 
to everyone in Irish society and this is reflected in the Programme for Government, “Our Shared 
Future”. The Programme commits to putting affordability at the heart of the housing system 
through the progression of State-backed affordable housing.  

This commitment was reflected in Budget 2021, which provides for an overall investment 
of €3.3 billion for the delivery of housing programmes, representing an increase of €641 mil-
lion or 24% on 2020 and the single biggest spend on housing by any Government to fund the 
largest build programme in the history of the State. Importantly, €110 million of this amount 
will be provided to deliver a new national Affordable Purchase Shared Equity Scheme for first 
time buyers and a new funding model to accelerate the delivery of cost rental homes through 
the Approved Housing Body sector.  

€75 million is allocated for the Affordable Purchase Shared Equity Scheme, aimed at first-
time buyers buying new-build homes on private land. It will enable first-time buyers to buy a 
new home at a price they can afford, much sooner than would otherwise have been the case. 
The equity stake will fill the gap between the mortgage people can get, and the price of a new 
home. In so doing, it will build confidence in the construction sector to increase housing sup-
ply. The proposed price caps for the shared equity scheme are reflective of the median price 
of a new home bought by first-time buyers, and are targeted to address the affordability gap in 
different areas.  It is anticipated that the Scheme will be supported and operated in partnership 
with the retail banks - depending on the final design, this will allow support for c.1,500 to 2,000 
households to buy new homes in the first year. 

The new Cost Rental Equity Loan (CREL) is the first dedicated funding stream for Cost 
Rental housing in Ireland. CREL will assist Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) in developing 
or acquiring new homes for Cost Rental, to accelerate implementation of this new housing sec-
tor in the immediate term. The scheme harnesses the expertise and capacity of AHBs, amply 
demonstrated in the provision of social housing, and builds a foundation for further AHB in-
volvement in Cost Rental. 

Under the CREL scheme, the Housing Agency will make loans available to AHBs on very 
favourable terms to cover up to 30% of the development or acquisition costs of new homes for 
Cost Rental. The Budget allocation of €35 million is intended to assist the delivery of c. 350 
new homes, in addition to the 50 new Cost Rental apartments scheduled for delivery later this 
year at Enniskerry Road, Stepaside. 

To date, Serviced Sites Fund (now Affordable Housing Fund) funding of almost €200 mil-
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lion has been approved in principle in support of 40 infrastructure projects in 14 local authority 
areas across 9 counties, to assist in the delivery of almost 4,200 affordable homes for purchase 
or for rent.  Contained within the Programme for Government was a commitment to extend 
the Serviced Sites Fund (SSF).  In line with this commitment, a review of SSF progress and 
projects to date was undertaken and, having regard to feedback from local authorities, a number 
of significant improvements to the funding scheme, now named the Affordable Housing Fund-
ing scheme, have been agreed and communicated to local authorities by way of Circular last 
month. The changes include expanding the scope of costs covered to subvent the all-in develop-
ment cost of delivering the housing, which may include land purchase costs; taking applications 
as they are developed on a rolling basis as opposed to time constrained funding calls; and, al-
lowing funding support to now exceed the current maximum of €50,000 per affordable dwelling 
on a stepped scale to €100,000, based on location and density.  

Furthermore, the Land Development Agency is tasked with working with Government De-
partments, Local Authorities, state agencies, and other stakeholders to assemble strategic sites 
in urban areas and ensure the sustainable development of social and affordable homes for rent 
and purchase. All these measures are designed to increase housing supply at a time when need-
ed most.  

The Government also approved amending the provisions to Part V of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000, for inclusion in the Affordable Housing Act, 2021. This will see an in-
crease in the current 10% social housing requirement related to all new housing developments 
to a mandatory 20% for social and affordable requirements.  

In addition to these measures, both the Rebuilding Ireland Homeloan and the Help to Buy 
Scheme are available to eligible households seeking to purchase homes. 

The funding secured combined with the strong legislative underpinning I am putting in place 
will soon yield dividends, in the form of affordable housing delivery, in counties where there is 
a clear affordability challenge, including Wexford.  The forthcoming All-of-Government hous-
ing strategy ‘Housing for All’ will further detail an extensive range of measures and ambitious 
targets to underpin the delivery of affordable housing over the coming years.

27/07/2021WRRR01100Housing Provision

27/07/2021WRRR01200723. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of social houses that were built in County Wexford by Wexford County Coun-
cil in 2020 and to date in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40621/21]

27/07/2021WRRR01300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department publishes comprehensive programme level statistics on social housing deliv-
ery on a quarterly basis. Details on the number of social housing units provided by all local 
authorities including by Wexford County Council in 2020 and Quarter 1 of 2021, is avail-
able on the statistics page of my Department’s website at the following link: www.gov.ie/en/
collection/6060e-overall-social-housing-provision/.

My Department also publishes a Social Housing Construction Status Report each quarter, 
which contains details of all social housing developments completed, under construction or at 
the planning and design stage in each local authority area including Wexford. The report pro-
vides details of the location of each project, the status and the number of units approved and 
therefore, provides public representatives with ongoing data on their local authorities’ social 
housing construction programme.  The most recent Construction Status Report, published on 28 
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May 2021, covers the period up to the end of Quarter 1 2021 and is available at the following 
link: rebuildingireland.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Social-Housing-Construction-Status-
Report-Q1-2021.pdf 

I am keen that Wexford County Council adds further to their pipeline and I have assured 
them that funding is not an obstacle in this regard.  I hope that they will have the continued sup-
port of the public representatives in their work to deliver new social housing projects. 

27/07/2021WRRR01400Housing Provision

27/07/2021WRRR01500724. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of houses that have been obtained by Wexford County Council through the 
enhanced leasing scheme in 2020; the cost of these leases; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40622/21]

27/07/2021WRRR01600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
In 2018, the Enhanced Long Term Social Housing Leasing Scheme was introduced in order to 
target newly built, or yet to be built, houses and apartments that could provide social housing 
through long term leasing at a reasonable scale. The Enhanced Leasing Scheme is one option 
available to supplement delivery under local authority and approved housing body build and 
acquisition programmes.  

To date, no applications for the Enhanced Leasing Scheme have been received from Wex-
ford County Council.  

The future approach to long term leasing is currently under review in the context of the Gov-
ernment’s new Housing Plan ‘Housing for All’ which will be published in the coming weeks.

27/07/2021WRRR01700Housing Schemes

27/07/2021WRRR01800725. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of applicants for Rebuilding Ireland home loans in County Wexford in 2020; 
the number that have been successful; the number that have been refused; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40623/21]

27/07/2021WRRR01900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Housing Agency provides a central support service which assesses applications for the Re-
building Ireland Home Loan on behalf of local authorities and makes recommendations to the 
authorities to approve or refuse applications. Each local authority must have in place a credit 
committee and it is a matter for the committee to make the decision on applications for loans, in 
accordance with the regulations, having regard to the recommendations made by the Housing 
Agency.

The total figures for 2020 from the Agency on the numbers of applications that it has as-
sessed and recommended for approval for Wexford County Council in 2020, are as follows:

Local Authority Applications 
Assessed

Recommended 
to Approve

Recommended 
to Decline

Approval Rate

Wexford County 
Council

78 30 48 38%

The next stages in the process are approval and drawdown from the local authority.  
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My Department regularly publishes information on the number and value of (i) local author-
ity loan approvals and (ii) local authority loan drawdowns. Local authority approval means that 
an official letter of offer has been sent to a borrower (and therefore relates to a specific property 
and loan amount).

Figures for 2019 and 2020 are available at the following link: www.gov.ie/en/collection/42d2f-
local-authority-loan-activity/#local-authority-loans-approvedpaid  

27/07/2021WRRR02000Local Authorities

27/07/2021WRRR02100726. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the funding allocated for housing adaptation grants to Wexford County Council for 2020; 
the amount of funding drawn down; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40624/21]

27/07/2021WRRR02200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department provides funding under the suite of Housing Adaptation Grants for Older Peo-
ple and People with a Disability, to assist people in private houses to make their accommodation 
more suitable for their needs.  The grants include the Housing Adaptation Grant for People with 
a Disability, the Mobility Aids Grant and the Housing Aid for Older People, which are 80% 
funded by my Department, with a 20% contribution from the resources of the local authority.  

Details of the 2020 funding allocations for all local authorities, including Wexford County 
Council, are publicly available on my Department’s website at the following link:

For 2020: www.gov.ie/en/press-release/0c0cf-minister-obrien-announces-over-73-million-
for-housing-adaptation-grant/

Details of the funding drawn down by all local authorities for the grants up to 2020, are also 
available on my Department’s website at the following link:  

www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/social-and-affordble/other-local-authority-housing-
scheme-statistics.  

27/07/2021WRRR02300Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRRR02400727. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the last occasion on which a Department-wide review of all funding within his Depart-
ment took place; the frequency of such reviews; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40639/21]

27/07/2021WRRR02500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department conducts regular reviews of funding as part of the ongoing financial manage-
ment of the Vote including:

- A comprehensive annual review of expenditure and funding requirements in preparation of 
the Estimates for the Budget involving a detailed analysis of funding needs to meet my Depart-
ment’s commitment to deliver on its broad range of functions, including local authority hous-
ing, voluntary housing, homeless services, estate regeneration, energy efficiency retrofitting, 
housing grants, rural water schemes, urban regeneration, peatlands conservation, national parks 
& wildlife services and fire services;  

- Monthly expenditure monitoring and the provision of reports to the Department of Public 
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Expenditure and Reform (DPER) in line with Government financial procedures; and

- Quarterly reporting to Government on the Department’s capital expenditure. Government 
Decision S180//20/10/0640P dated 16 February 2021 “End Year 2020 Expenditure Position and 
Expenditure Management in 2021  ” set out the requirement for my Department to report to 
Government on a quarterly basis on investment of its 2021 capital allocation.

In addition, in the context of the review of the National Development Plan (NDP) currently 
being undertaken by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, my Department has 
completed a comprehensive review of our capital funding requirements over the next 10 years.  

27/07/2021WRRR02600Water Pollution

27/07/2021WRRR02700728. Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if his attention has been drawn to the adverse water pollution off the County Waterford 
coast due to raw sewage discharge, dredging for the port of Waterford, use of chemicals in area 
and elevated levels of nitrogen at catchments in the Waterford estuary; the actions he plans to 
take to address the causes of water pollution; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40649/21]

27/07/2021WRRR02800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Primary responsibility for the monitoring, management, protection and improvement of water 
quality is assigned to local authorities under the Local Government (Water Pollution) Acts and 
related legislation.  The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) exercises general supervision 
in relation to the performance of these functions by local authorities. 

There is no doubting the necessity to ensure we address outstanding issues that impact on 
Ireland’s water quality. For example, the EPA’s most recent report ‘Assessment of the catch-
ments that need reductions in nitrogen concentrations to achieve water quality objectives’ has 
highlighted once again the serious challenges facing Ireland’s water environment. 

My Department is working closely with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine on effective measures to reduce the loss of agricultural nutrients to water.  These measures 
are set out in the 

River Basin Management Plan 2018-2021 and will be strengthened by the next Plan (a draft 
of which will be published shortlly); the review of the Nitrates Action Programme currently 
underway; and in the forthcoming Common Agricultural Policy Strategic Plan.

Irish Water is also investing significantly in improved services and infrastructure through its 
Capital Investment Plan, including wherever urban waste water is causing an impact or is not 
meeting the required standards. The Irish Water Strategic Funding Plan sets out Irish Water’s 
multi-annual strategic funding requirement of €11bn to 2024, including €6.1bn investment in 
infrastructure and assets.

My Department has also improved targeted, risk based, financial supports to help bring do-
mestic septic tanks up to standard.

With regard to the dredging at Waterford Port, a foreshore Licence was granted to the Port of 
Waterford Company for the purposes of carrying out maintenance dredging at various locations 
around the Waterford Estuary.  The Licence covers the period 18 September 2020 to 31 Decem-
ber 2025.  As part of the foreshore consenting process the potential environmental impacts of 
the maintenance dredging activities were assessed.  Also, a Dumping at Sea Permit was granted 
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to the Port by the EPA and will remain in force until 31 December 2025.   As part of their con-
senting process, the EPA assessed the Port’s application for potential environmental impacts.  

  Question No. 729 answered with Question No. 591.

Wild Fires

27/07/2021WRRR02950730. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage the efforts being made to avoid a repeat of the Killarney National Park fire; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40676/21]

27/07/2021WRRR02975Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage(Deputy 
Malcolm Noonan): Since the tragic fires in Killarney National Park earlier this year there has 
been significant work undertaken. The National Partks and Wildlife Sevice (NPWS), of my 
Department, has been working tirelessly to properly assess the damage and deal with the long 
term impacts. The NPWS have used the best available data and imagery (satellite and standard 
aerial) to map and assess the exact footprint of the burn area. 

Using high resolution satellite imagery coupled with on the ground mapping, NPWS has 
determined the areas worst affected in terms of severity and intensity of the burns in the recent 
fires. All of the areas affected have been mapped in detail and a comprehensive GIS mapping 
layer has been built up. NPWS in conjunction with their sister park, Glacier National Park Mon-
tana have compiled a detailed map to contrast the satellite imagery available to both institutions 
and have worked on shared experiences to maximise the results for best interpretation.

Local management staff in Killarney, with input from the NPWS scientific unit, have also 
commissioned a suite of ecological surveys to assess the impacts of the fires on species and 
habitats. The outcome of these longer term surveys will aid management in dealing with the im-
pact of this fire and will also establish a detailed base line for both habitats and species impacted 
as a result of fires in general and inform management of the sites into the future.

I announced in April of this year my intention to accelerate the recruitment of 60 new 
Conservation Ranger posts nationwide. The first 20 of these new rangers are currently being 
assigned to locations around Ireland, including Kerry. In addition, I have begun the process of 
creating, for the first time, a dedicated Wildlife Crime Unit in the NPWS’ Headquarters.  This 
Unit will support and enhance the law-enforcement work of our regional staff. I have also 
launched a protocol of cooperation and collaboration between the NPWS of this Department 
and An Garda Síochána for the purpose of combatting wildlife crime. This protocol will lead 
to much closer cooperation between both enforcement bodies, especially in the areas of com-
munications, intelligence sharing and joint operations.

Ultimately though, when it comes to preventing these tragic events it needs to be underlined 
that wildland fires do not occur naturally in Ireland. The main cause of such conflagrations is 
thought to be the deliberate starting of fires without concern for the emergency services, the 
local wildlife, habitat, communities or even private property close by. The key message is that 
every member of society has a duty of care to themselves, their neighbours and the wider com-
munity to exercise great care when contemplating any burning, but particularly burning out of 
doors. Even planned and/or “controlled” burning can get out of hand very quickly so it is criti-
cally important that every member of society realises the damage that can be caused. Notwith-
standing the ecological costs, setting fires during this time of national emergency is particularly 
reckless and places an unnecessary burden on our emergency services.

The issue of these fires cannot be seen as just a matter for my Department or the Department 
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of Agriculture or Government; but rather as a matter for all citizens. The principle challenge 
here is to encourage members of the public, (including landowners, farmers and recreational us-
ers of publicly accessible land), to act responsibly at all times, to be mindful of their own safety 
and the safety of others, to be mindful of the need to protect property, both publicly owned and 
privately owned and to appreciate the value of our natural heritage, particularly in our National 
Parks, Nature Reserves and Designated (Natura 2000) Sites.

27/07/2021WRRR03000Construction Industry

27/07/2021WRRR03100731. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage if his Department has carried out any analysis on the increase in timber prices as a result of 
licencing difficulties in the forestry sector; the impact which this is having on housing construc-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40689/21]

27/07/2021WRRR03200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Increasing the supply of housing is a priority for the Government and for my Department in 
particular. 

I am aware that the Construction Sector has faced a number of considerable challenges over 
the past year, not least the restrictions on construction activity introduced to combat the spread 
of COVID-19 and the impact of Brexit and related supply issues. Domestically, delays are be-
ing experienced in relation to the licensing of forestry operations. My colleague, the Minister 
for Agriculture Food and the Marine is currently implementing measures to address this issue.

Across Europe, supply issues have been affecting the price of timber due to increased de-
mand. This is an international issue and other construction materials, such as steel, concrete and 
plastics have also been affected and these developments are being monitored closely. Through-
out this period, colleagues across Government have engaged with representatives from across 
the construction sector. 

Changes in relation to building material costs are monitored and recorded by the Central 
Statistics Office (Wholesale Price Index for Building & Construction Materials). Issues relating 
to increases in construction costs generally and measures to address such issues, are matters for 
the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. The Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform facilitates the Construction Sector Group.  This Group considers opportunities to intro-
duce reforms to assist with tackling inflation in the wider construction sector.

Given my Department’s role in relation to public housing, we of course are concerned with 
regard to construction costs and recognise that significant material cost increases will likely re-
sult in increased tender costs. In this regard, we continually monitor tender cost trends through 
ongoing engagement with colleagues in local authorities and through engagement with other 
Departments and the Society of Chartered Surveyors Ireland (SCSI). My Department continues 
to work with each local authority to ensure that projects are developed and progressed in a cost 
effective manner.

Defective Building Materials

27/07/2021WRRR03250732. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the procedures that should be followed when a local authority is assessing applications un-
der the defective blocks scheme; the information that should be provided to an applicant who is 
deemed by that local authority to be an unsuccessful applicant; the appeals mechanism for such 
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an applicant; his views on whether there is a need for independent input, that is, independent 
of the local authority who had made the original decision for the process; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40699/21]

27/07/2021WRRR03262Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage(Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The local authority has responsibility for the detailed administration of the Defective Concrete 
Blocks Grant scheme, as set out under S.I. 25 of 2020. This includes the assessment of applica-
tions for eligibility and payment of grants to successful applicants under the specific remedia-
tion option approved.

Homeowners may apply to the local authority seeking confirmation of eligibility for 
the scheme. As part of this application process, an approved engineer’s report in accordance 
with I.S. 465:2018 is required. The report confirms the existence or otherwise of excessive 
amounts of pyrite or mica in the blockwork which have given rise to defective concrete blocks 
and is based on a visual inspection, core sampling and laboratory testing which is carried out by 
the engineer employed by the homeowner.

While an engineer’s report informs a local authority’s consideration and assessment of a 
grant application, the final decision on eligibilty for the scheme in accordance with I.S. 465:2018 
and the level of funding approved rests with the local authority. In the event that an applica-
tion is unsuccessful, the applicant may appeal the decision through the relevant local authority 
within three weeks of the date of the decision. A local authority official who was not involved 
with the original assessment will then assess this appeal and contact the applicant with the result 
within six weeks.

In response to concerns being raised by homeowners in relation to the Defective Concrete 
Block Grant scheme, I established a time-bound working group, with representatives from my 
Department, the local authorities and homeowner representative groups who are tasked with 
reviewing the operation of the scheme and providing a report with recommendations by 31 July.

Engagement with the Working Group is on-going and in line with a request of homeowners, 
it was agreed that the timeline for the submission of a report by the Working Group would be 
extended to the end of September. This will allow for further research on core aspects of the 
scheme, such as the 90:10 requirement and cap on allowable costs.

Defective Building Materials

27/07/2021WRRR03275733. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if it will be ensured that in the review of the defective blocks scheme there would be a 
requirement for the assessing local authority to conduct a physical site visit of each appli-
cant home being assessed under the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40700/21]

27/07/2021WRRR03287Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage(Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
I am acutely aware of the distress that the issue of defective concrete blocks has caused to the 
people and families affected. After working with the affected households and local authorities 
I have established a working group, with representatives from my Department, the local au-
thorities and homeowner representative groups, to quickly review and address any outstanding 
issues in relation to the operation of the Defective Concrete Block Grant Scheme, and to pro-
vide a report with recommendations by 31 July.

Within the terms of reference the Group are examining issues such as grant caps, hom-
eowner contributions, I.S. 465 testing procedures and allowable costs etc. Engagement with 
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the Working Group is on-going and in line with a request from homeowners, it was agreed that 
the timeline for the submission of a report by the Working Group would be extended to the end 
of September. This will allow for further research on core aspects of the scheme, such as the 
homeowner contribution requirement and the cap on allowable costs. I expect that the review 
will inform any changes or improvements to the scheme as may be required. Following receipt 
of a report of the working group I will, following consultation with the Minister for Public Ex-
penditure and Reform and the Attorney General, bring proposals in this regard to Government.

27/07/2021WRRR03300Legislative Programme

27/07/2021WRRR03400734. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if the heads of the proposed national monuments and archaeological heritage Bill have 
been agreed; when they will be published; the timeframe in which the Bill is expected to under-
go pre-legislative scrutiny and be brought forward to the Houses of the Oireachtas. [40721/21]

27/07/2021WRRR03500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): Work on a revised General Scheme for the Monuments and Ar-
chaeological Heritage Bill is currently underway in my Department.  It is my intention to write 
to the Chair of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
and formally request pre-legislative scrutiny once all other requirements relating to the proce-
dures governing the introduction of draft legislation have been completed.

I will move to publish the Bill once the Committee has issued its final report and any recom-
mendations contained therein have been given due consideration by Government.

27/07/2021WRRR03525Heritage Sites

27/07/2021WRRR03550735. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the length of time that has elapsed since his Department was made aware of the illegal infill 
and annexing of foreshore at the Medieval Old Dock at Galway Port; the actions that have been 
taken since his attention was drawn to this fact to rectify the matter; the progress made to date 
to remove the infill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40736/21]

27/07/2021WRRR03575Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): This issue was first brought to the attention of my Department in April 
2014 on foot of a private litigation and legal advice was sought from the Chief State Solicitors 
Office (CSSO). Since then, there has been ongoing correspondence with the CSSO and the At-
torney General’s Office, as well as a site inspection by a qualified marine inspector working 
in my Department. The property continues to be subject to a circuit Court Litigation between 
private parties, the outcome of which is awaited before further steps will be considered by the 
State. My Department is continuing to work with the CSSO to progress this matter and the ap-
propriate next steps will be determined.

27/07/2021WRRR03600Housing Schemes

27/07/2021WRRR03700736. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if a site value is considered as a deposit or proof of savings when applying under the Re-
building Ireland home loan scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40749/21]

27/07/2021WRRR03800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 



27 July 2021

371

The Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan Scheme is designed to enable credit worthy first-time buy-
ers to access sustainable mortgage lending to purchase new or second-hand properties. The Re-
building Ireland Home Loan provides first-time buyers with access to mortgage finance that 
they may not otherwise have been able to obtain. More details of this are set out in the FAQ’s 
section of the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan and in the link below.

 http://rebuildingirelandhomeloan.ie/borrowing/

The maximum loan amount under the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan is limited to 90% 
of the market value of the property or, in the case of self-build properties, 90% of the overall 
cost. This means an applicant must raise 10% from their own resources. The site value is not 
explicitly regarded as a deposit or proof of savings, although, in certain circumstances, such as 
when the site is owned by the applicant, it can serve to reduce the amount of borrowing required 
under the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan to complete the house.

For prospective purchasers of newly-built properties, or for self-builds, the availability, 
through the Revenue Commissioners, of the Help to Buy Initiative for first-time buyers may 
provide additional assistance to prospective applicants for the Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan. 
Further information is available online at:  

www.revenue.ie/en/property/help-to-buy-incentive/index.aspx

27/07/2021WRRR03825Defective Building Materials

27/07/2021WRRR03850737. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the status of the time limited review of the defective block remediation scheme; and the 
progress to date on issues including covering costs of accommodation, engineering fees and 
non-construction items in addition to the broader issues of further access to the scheme in cir-
cumstances in which more defects arise and the issue of 100% redress.  [40767/21]

27/07/2021WRRR03875Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage(Deputy Darragh O’Brien): In 
response to concerns being raised by homeowners in relation to the Defective Concrete Block 
grant scheme, I established a time-bound working group, with representatives from my Depart-
ment, the local authorities and homeowner representative groups who are tasked with review-
ing the operation of the scheme and providing a report with recommendations by 31st July.

The Group has met on six occasions up to and including the 27th of July with continuing 
interaction with my Department and other members between meetings. At the request of hom-
eowners and in order to afford them more time to consider and respond to key issues under dis-
cussion, it was agreed at the meeting held on the 27th July that the timeline for the submission 
of a report by the Working Group would be extended to the end of September, 2021.

While the work of the group continues it would not be appropriate for me to comment on 
its deliberations. Following receipt of the report of the Working Group, I will, following con-
sultation with the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform and the Attorney General, bring 
proposals to Government.

27/07/2021WRRR03900Departmental Policies

27/07/2021WRRR04000738. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the status of the forthcoming State architecture policy; the reason for its delay; and if he 
will consult the Oireachtas Committee on Housing, Local Government and Heritage before the 
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final policy is published. [40768/21]

27/07/2021WRRR04100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The National Policy on Architecture is at an advanced stage of 
development. Following analysis of the public consultation submissions, a comprehensive con-
sultation report was prepared during 2020 and early 2021 with the cooperation of the Govern-
ment Policy on Architecture Advisory Group, which is composed of representatives of my 
Department along with  the Department of Education and Skills; the Office of Public Works; 
the Health Service Executive; the Royal Institute of the Architects of Ireland; the schools of ar-
chitecture, the City and County Architects Association, the Arts Council, the Heritage Council 
and the Irish Architecture Foundation. 

Although there has been a delay from dates previously advised to the deputy, the fast-evolv-
ing policy environment at national and European levels last year and this year (arising from 
Covid-19, the Green Deal and New European Bauhaus) is addressed in the consultation report 
and will be integral to the implementation programme.

The consultation report, a memo and several appendices were circulated this month (July) 
to government departments. Responses are now being collated and will inform the final policy 
report and implementation plan and programme. 

I look forward to engaging with the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Housing, Local Govern-
ment and Heritage at the earliest opportunity. 

27/07/2021WRRR04200National Parks and Wildlife Service

27/07/2021WRRR04300739. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the status of the review of the National Parks and Wildlife Service. [40769/21]

27/07/2021WRRR04400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The NPWS review is currently underway and is at drafting stage 
following the extensive research and consultation phase. It is hoped that the final report, which 
is being prepared by the Independent Chair, Prof Jane Stout of Trinity College Dublin, will be 
completed in early Autumn.

27/07/2021WRRR04500Defective Building Materials

27/07/2021WRRR04600740. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the status of the work of the working group on defective homes; the reason for the delay 
in the group meeting the Programme for Government target of reporting within a year of Gov-
ernment formation; if he will address criticisms from members of the group that the working 
group’s independence is being interfered with by Departmental officials; when he expects the 
work of this group to be concluded; and if some form of redress scheme will be included in 
Budget 2022 for home owners affected by Celtic tiger building defects. [40770/21]

27/07/2021WRRR04700800. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the status of the Working Group on Defective Homes; if he will request that its recommen-
dations will be retrospective to allow owners of apartments who have carried out works in the 
recent past access the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41415/21]

27/07/2021WRRR04800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 740 and 800 together.
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The Programme for Government sets out a number of commitments in respect of the im-
portant policy area of building defects and provides for an examination of defects in housing, 
having regard to the recommendations of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Housing report, 
“Safe as Houses”.

In this context, I established a working group to examine defects in housing. The plenary 
working group has been meeting monthly since March 2021, in addition to subgroup meetings. 
The group’s terms of reference were adopted in May 2021 and include:

Examine defects in housing having regard to the recommendations in Item 4 “Addressing 
the legacy of bad building and poor regulation” in Chapter 4 of the Joint Oireachtas Committee 
on Housing, Planning and Local Government report - ‘Safe as Houses? A Report on Building 
Standards, Building Controls and Consumer Protection’. 

Establish the nature of significant, wide-spread fire safety, structural safety and water ingress 
defects in purpose built apartment buildings, including duplexes, constructed between 1991 – 
2013 in Ireland through consultation with affected homeowners, homeowner representative 
organisations, owners’ management companies, relevant managing agents, public representa-
tives, local authorities, product manufacturers, building professionals, industry stakeholders, 
insurance providers, mortgage providers and other relevant parties. Including such matters as:

- Identification and description of defect, 

- Nature of defect – design, product, workmanship,

- Non-compliance with building regulations or actual damage, 

- Severity/risk to life or serviceability of dwelling,

- Period of construction affected,

- Type of dwelling affected, 

- Location of dwellings affected. 

Establish the scale of the issue – estimate number of dwellings affected by the defects identi-
fied including those already remediated.

Consider a methodology for the categorisation of defects and the prioritisation of remedial 
action.

In the case of defects with fire safety implications, consider how the framework for enhanc-
ing fire safety in dwellings can be applied to mitigate the risks arising from fire safety defects 
pending the remediation of defects and the Code of Practice for Fire Safety Assessment of 
Premises and Buildings, which is currently being developed by National Directorate of Fire and 
Emergency Management. 

Suggest mechanisms for resolving defects, in the context of the legal rights, duties and ob-
ligations of developers, builders, building professionals, insurers, mortgage providers, building 
control authorities, fire authorities, owners’ management companies, owner occupiers, renters 
and landlords, including: 

- Technical options for the remediation of dwellings, 

- Efficient means of carrying out work, 

- individual dwellings or whole building approach,
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- routine maintenance/refurbishment or remediation,

- Structures or delivery channels needed to facilitate resolution – advice and support. 

Evaluate the potential cost of technical remediation options. 

Pursue options on possible financial solutions to effect a resolution, in line with the Pro-
gramme for Government commitment to identify options for those impacted by defects to ac-
cess low-cost, long-term finance. 

To report to the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage on the Examination 
of Defects in Housing.

In regard to the working group’s deliberations, the group will seek to engage with a range 
of interested parties, including homeowners, public representatives, local authorities, product 
manufacturers, building professionals and industry stakeholders, among others to examine the 
issue of defects in housing and report to me on the matter. Consultation with the relevant parties 
has commenced and further arrangements in this  regard are currently being put in place by the 
working group.

I am satisfied that the group is working effectively and efficiently on this complex matter 
and I look forward to a report in due course following completion of their deliberation.  Once I 
receive the report I will give full consideration to its contents, any further speculation or discus-
sion on the output of the working group is premature at this stage.

27/07/2021WRRR04900Housing Provision

27/07/2021WRRR05000741. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the number of applicants that have been removed from the social housing list as a 
result of changes to the household means policy issued on 26 March 2021, by county in tabular 
form. [40852/21]

27/07/2021WRRR05100742. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the number of applicants that have had a social housing offer revoked as a result 
of changes to the household means policy issued on 26 March 2021, by county in tabular form. 
[40853/21]

27/07/2021WRRR05200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 741 and 742 together.

Applications for social housing support are assessed by the relevant local authority, in ac-
cordance with the eligibility and need criteria set down in section 20 of the Housing (Miscel-
laneous Provisions) Act 2009 and the associated Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011, 
as amended.

The oversight and management of the lists of qualified households awaiting accommoda-
tion, including the allocation and transfer of tenancies, is a matter for the relevant local author-
ity in accordance with Sections 20 and 22 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 
and associated Social Housing Assessment and Allocation Regulations, respectively.

The specific data requested by the Deputy is not held by my Department. 

  Question No. 742 answered with Question No. 741.
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Housing Provision

743. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the number of persons on the waiting list for social housing less than one year in 
the Cork City Council and Cork County Council areas. [40854/21]

744. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the number of persons on the waiting list for social housing for one to three years 
in the Cork City Council and Cork County Council areas. [40855/21]

745. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the number of persons on the waiting list for social housing for three to five years 
in the Cork City Council and Cork County Council areas. [40856/21]

746. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the number of persons on the waiting list for social housing for five to seven years 
in the Cork City Council and Cork County Council areas. [40857/21]

747. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the number of persons on the waiting list for social housing for seven to ten years 
in the Cork City Council and Cork County Council areas. [40858/21]

748. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the number of persons on the waiting list for social housing for ten to 12 years in 
the Cork City Council and Cork County Council areas. [40859/21]

749. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the number of persons on the waiting list for social housing for 12 to 15 years in 
the Cork City Council and Cork County Council areas. [40860/21]

750. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the number of persons on the waiting list for social housing for more than 15 years 
in the Cork City Council and Cork County Council areas. [40861/21]

786. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the number of housing applicants on local authority lists. [41150/21]

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 743, 744, 745, 746, 747, 748, 749, 750 and 786 together.

Details on the number of households qualified for social housing support in each local au-
thority administrative area are provided in the annual statutory Summary of Social Housing 
Assessments (SSHA). 

The most recent summary, conducted in November 2020, shows that 61,880 households 
were assessed as qualified for and being in need of social housing support. This represents a 
decrease of 6,813 households or 9.9% on the last assessment in June 2019. Since 2016, the 
numbers have decreased from 91,600 to 61,880, a reduction of 32.4%.

Below is the link to the summary report for 2020 which includes breakdowns by each local 
authority, including Cork City Council and Cork County Council, across a range of categories. 

In relation to the number of applicants on the waiting list for a given number of years, details 
on the length of time spent on the record of qualified households (waiting lists) can be found at 
tables 2.8 and A1.8 of the report. Please note, it does not provide a breakdown of the number of 
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years beyond the category of more than 7 years. 

It should be noted that the SSHA is a point in time snapshot of the demand for social housing 
support in each local authority area and does not necessarily reflect the dynamic nature of entry 
to and exit from the housing waiting lists. 

SSHA 2020 Reportwww.gov.ie/en/publication/970ea-summary-of-social-housing-assess-
ments-2020-key-findings/#:~:text=The%20Summary%20of%20Social%20Housing,is%20
not%20currently%20being%20met.     

  Question No. 744 answered with Question No. 743.

  Question No. 745 answered with Question No. 743.

  Question No. 746 answered with Question No. 743.

  Question No. 747 answered with Question No. 743.

  Question No. 748 answered with Question No. 743.

  Question No. 749 answered with Question No. 743.

  Question No. 750 answered with Question No. 743.

Defective Building Materials

27/07/2021WRSS02050751. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage if his attention has been drawn to the situation of residents in County Mayo being 
denied access to the defective concrete blocks scheme despite having independent engineering 
reports that pyrite is present in their home; the criteria that must be met in order to access the 
scheme; the process a county council must follow in order to make a judgement that a home is 
not eligible despite the presence of pyrite and if it requires an engineering report; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40917/21]

27/07/2021WRSS02062752. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if it is his position that all homes with defective blocks in which pattern cracking is not 
present should be classified as group 1 undamaged in the building group table 1 of IS465;2018; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40918/21]

27/07/2021WRSS02075Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage(Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Mayo County Council has responsibility for the detailed administration of the Defective Con-
crete Blocks Grant scheme in Mayo. This includes the assessment of applications for eligibility 
and payment of grants to successful applicants under the specific remediation option approved.

Homeowners may apply to the local authority seeking confirmation of eligibility for 
the scheme. As part of this application process, an approved engineer’s report in accordance 
with I.S. 465:2018 is required. The report confirms the existence or otherwise of excessive 
amounts of pyrite or mica in the blockwork which have given rise to defective concrete blocks 
and is based on a visual inspection, core sampling and laboratory testing which is carried out by 
the engineer employed by the homeowner.

While an engineer’s report informs a local authority’s consideration and assessment of a 
grant application, the final decision on eligibilty for the scheme in accordance with I.S. 465:2018 
and the level of funding approved rests with the local authority. In the event that an application 
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is unsuccessful, the applicant may appeal the decision through the relevant local authority. A 
local authority official who was not involved with the original assessment will then assess this 
appeal and contact the applicant with the result within six weeks.

In response to concerns being raised by homeowners in relation to the Defective Concrete 
Block Grant scheme, I established a time-bound working group, with representatives from my 
Department, the local authorities and homeowner representative groups who are tasked with 
reviewing the operation of the scheme and providing a report with recommendations by 31 July.

Engagement with the Working Group is on-going and in line with a request of homeowners, 
it was agreed that the timeline for the submission of a report by the Working Group would be 
extended to the end of September. This will allow for further research on core aspects of the 
scheme, such as the 90:10 requirement and cap on allowable costs.

Local Authorities

753. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the funding allocated for the housing adaptation grant to each city and county council in 
each of the years 2015 to 2020 and to date in 2021; the level of funding then granted to appli-
cants for the grant in each city and county council over the same period by year in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40922/21]

27/07/2021WRSS02300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Details of the funding provided by my Department to each local authority in respect of the 
Disabled Persons Grants Scheme/Improvement Works in Lieu (DPG/IWIL) for local author-
ity tenants up to 2020 is available at the following link.

www.housing.gov.ie/housing/grantsfinancial-assistance/disabled-persons-grants-and-im-
provement-works-lieu-schemes

The 2021 DPG allocations issued to local authorities in May, details of which can be found 
at the link below. Local authorities are currently progressing their 2021 work programmes 
but it will be later this year before significant recoupment claims are lodged with my Depart-
ment. Full details in relation to the drawdown of funding in 2021 will be available early in 2022.

www.gov.ie/en/press-release/20e02-minister-obrien-minister-burke-approve-over-23m-in-
funding-for-the-disabled-persons-grant-scheme-improvement-works-in-lieu-of-local-authori-
ty-housing-scheme/ 

Separately, funding of €75 million is available nationally in 2021 for the Housing Adapta-
tion Grants for Older People and People with a Disability scheme, in respect of private houses. 
Local authorities fund 20% of the overall budget from their own resources with the balance of 
80% funded by the exchequer. This funding has increased year on year since 2014. If Local 
Authorities are in a position to allocate additional own resources to the grant scheme in 2021, 
further additional funding can be requested from my Department and every effort will be made 
to accede to any such request.

Details of the grants for all local authorities up to 2020, are available on my Department’s 
website at the following link:  

www.housing.gov.ie/housing/statistics/social-and-affordble/other-local-authority-housing-
scheme-statistics.  
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The 2021 funding allocation for all local authorities is also available on my Department’s 
website at the following link:

www.gov.ie/en/press-release/0da3f-minister-obrien-minister-burke-announce-75m-fund-
to-improve-homes-of-older-people-people-with-a-disability/ 

The following table contains details of the 2021 exchequer funding drawn down by local 
authorities for housing adaptation grants up to 30 June 2021.

Local Authority Exchequer Drawdown to 30 June 2021
Carlow €492,388
Cavan €202,297
Clare €248,416
Cork City €412,158
Cork €1,346,244
Donegal €489,762
Dublin City €2,181,752
Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown €422,046
Fingal €667,859
Galway City €373,797
Galway €0
Kerry €704,248
Kildare €290,465
Kilkenny €366,221
Laois €32,000
Leitrim €160,035
Limerick City & County €830,858
Longford €146,641
Louth €485,085
Mayo €871,384
Meath €746,594
Monaghan €486,450
Offaly €47,637
Roscommon €215,641
Sligo €631,201
South Dublin €782,844
Tipperary €1,033,234
Waterford City & County €225,442
Westmeath €235,814
Wexford €844,194
Wicklow €396,141

27/07/2021WRTT00200Local Authorities

27/07/2021WRTT00300754. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the protocols in place to ensure city and county councils respond to TD representations in 
relation to the housing adaptation grant; the alternative mechanisms in place to ensure a response 
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is issued if none is being issued; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40923/21]

27/07/2021WRTT00400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Representations from Oireachtas members to local autorities are subject to the provisions of 
the Local Government Act, 2001 (Section 237A) Regulations, 2003 (S.I. No. 274 of 2003). The 
Regulations include provisions in relation to correspondence with Oireachtas members by local 
authorities, arrangements to facilitate access to information, and communication generally by 
local authorities with Oireachtas members. 

Representations made on behalf of individual constituents in relation to housing adaptation 
grants or other personal matters are also subject to the general requirements that apply under 
the Data Protection Act 2018, which is under the remit of my colleague Ms Heather Humphreys 
TD, Minister for Justice. The 2018 Act confers rights on individuals in relation to the privacy of 
their personal data as well as responsibilities on those persons or bodies holding and processing 
such data. 

The Data Protection Commissioner (DPC) published detailed guidance for elected represen-
tatives in December 2018 and this is available on the DPC website at the link below:

www.dataprotection.ie/en/news-media/latest-news/dpc-publishes-guidance-elected-repre-
sentatives

This guidance was created taking account of the DPC’s direct engagement, at the request of 
members, with the Houses of the Oireachtas Commission in July 2018. 

Local authorities are independent statutory bodies with their own governance and manage-
ment structures. The implementation and day-to-day compliance with both the data protection 
obligations and the representations from Oireachtas members regulations is a matter for each 
individual local authority.

27/07/2021WRTT00500Coastal Zone Management

27/07/2021WRTT00600755. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the current position regarding the National Coastal Change Management Strategy 
Steering Group; the number of times the group has met since its formation; the current mem-
bership of the group; the issues it has considered; the timeline for the completing its work and 
publishing its strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40929/21]

27/07/2021WRTT00700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The National Coastal Change Management Strategy Steering Group 
is jointly chaired by my Department and the Office of Public Works (OPW). The Group is 
comprised of senior officials from the Department of Communications, Climate Action and the 
Environment, the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, the Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Met Éireann, and 
the County and City Management Association. The Group met for the first time on 3 September 
2020 and most recently met on 10 June 2021.

Further to the initial meeting of the Steering Group in September 2020, a technical work-
ing group was also established under the stewardship of the OPW.  The work of this group has 
focused on the identification and initial analysis of data sources, to underpin the work of the 
Steering Group.

Since the initial meeting in September, the work of the Steering Group is being progressed 
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through a series of bilateral meetings to scope out the extent of the issues, including, inter alia, 
the threats and effects of coastal change as they relate to the remit of the individual Steering 
Group members and the wider stakeholders. 

To assist and support the work of the group in scoping out the extent of the issues, including, 
inter alia, the threats and effects of coastal change as they relate to the remit of the individual 
Steering Group members and the wider stakeholders, my Department and the OPW have been 
engaging in a series of bilateral meetings in the interim with relevant Departments and key 
stakeholders. 

The intention of these bilateral meetings has been to give an opportunity to discuss the 
emerging work of the Group and to stimulate the most effective engagement of these key stake-
holders. The meetings to date have been very useful in allowing for issues relating to coastal 
change management to be reflected upon and explored in the context of the particular opera-
tions of the participating organisations.

Following these engagement, I understand that the findings of the group are currently being 
compiled into a report which will be presented to Government later this year.

27/07/2021WRTT00800Wastewater Treatment

27/07/2021WRTT00900756. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage if there are plans to address the capital funding requirements at the Drogheda wastewater 
treatment plant considering the ongoing and unacceptable malodour issues reported in the town 
which has led to the involvement of the Environmental Protection Agency; if Irish Water has 
made any requests for funding; if so, the details of same; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40987/21]

27/07/2021WRTT01000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has statutory responsibility for all aspects of water services 
planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and local levels. Irish Water takes a stra-
tegic, nationwide approach to asset planning and investment, and meeting customer require-
ments. The prioritisation and progression of individual projects and programmes is a matter for 
determination by Irish Water.

As part of Budget 2021, I secured funding of over €1.4 billion to support water services. 
This includes €1.3 billion in respect of domestic water services provision by Irish Water. This 
overall investment will deliver significant improvements in our public water and waste water 
services, support improved water supplies right across Ireland, including rural Ireland, and sup-
port a range of programmes delivering improved water quality in our rivers, lakes and marine 
area.

To be helpful, Irish Water has established a dedicated team to deal with representations and 
queries from public representatives.  The team can be contacted via email to oireachtasmem-
bers@water.ie or by telephone on a dedicated number, 1890 578 578.

27/07/2021WRTT01100Water Services

27/07/2021WRTT01200757. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage his views on whether there is anything in the Planning and Development Act 2000 as 
amended which involves Irish Water in SI 180 taking in charge process and that any subsequent 
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transfer of assets is a matter solely between the local authority in question and Irish Water. 
[41000/21]

27/07/2021WRTT01300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, and the Water 
Services Acts 2007 to 2018 set out the statutory provisions relating to the taking in charge of 
water and waste water services infrastructure, including developer provided wastewater treat-
ment systems, by planning authorities and Irish Water where it is appropriate to do so. 

Section 180 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (the Act) provides for the taking in 
charge of housing developments by planning authorities.  The legislation sets out the process to 
be followed when a development is considered to have been satisfactorily completed, as well as 
where it has not been completed to the satisfaction of the planning authority. 

While Irish Water is not a planning authority, it is a prescribed body under the Act for ap-
plications for planning permission where it appears to the authority that the development might 
impact on the provision of public water services. The obligation to take in charge wastewater 
infrastructure for developments which are completed satisfactorily remains with planning au-
thorities, unless such infrastructure has already been vested in Irish Water through a Connection 
Agreement pursuant to the Water Services Acts. 

When taking an estate in charge under section 180 of the Act, the planning authority shall 
take in charge “any sewers, water mains or service connections within the attendant grounds of 
the development” which must then be transferred to Irish Water by Ministerial Order pursuant 
to section 12 of the Water Services (No. 2) Act 2013.

27/07/2021WRTT01400Local Authorities

27/07/2021WRTT01500758. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will increase the funding that his Department makes available to local authorities 
for the housing adaptation grant; his views on the way in which the current level of funding 
is continually excluding many persons from getting work done; his views on the way Louth 
County Council’s budget for 2021 is already fully allocated; his views on the two to three year 
waiting list quoted for those classified as priority one cases; his plans to address same; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [41004/21]

27/07/2021WRTT01600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department provides funding under the suite of Housing Adaptation Grants for Older Peo-
ple and People with a Disability, to assist people in private houses to make their accommodation 
more suitable for their needs.  The grants include the Housing Adaptation Grant for People with 
a Disability, the Mobility Aids Grant and the Housing Aid for Older People, which are 80% 
funded by my Department, with a 20% contribution from the resources of the local author-
ity.  The detailed administration of these schemes including assessment, approval and prioriti-
sation, is the responsibility of local authorities.  Local authorities receive an overall allocation, 
with the responsibility for the apportionment between the three schemes being a matter for each 
authority given their knowledge of local need. 

My Department’s approach every year is to issue a single full year allocation to each local 
authority, so they can plan and implement the grants programme. Over the course of the year, 
my Department works closely with the local authorities to monitor spend and to achieve a full 
drawdown of the available funding. This means that if underspends arise on the part of some 
local authorities, they can be redistributed to other authorities which have high levels of grant 
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activity. If Louth County Council is in a position to allocate additional own resources to the 
grant scheme in 2021, further additional funding can be requested from my Department and 
every effort will be made to accede to any such request.

My Department recommends that all valid applications should be processed within 6 weeks 
from the date of submission. However, in the event of a backlog, local authorities should priori-
tise applications on the basis of the medical needs of the applicant. Louth County Council has 
advised my Department that it is currently dealing with a backlog of applications. 

The schemes are means tested and operate on a sliding scale with the highest percentage 
grants available to those with the lowest incomes and vice versa.  Grant assistance is not avail-
able to applicants whose household income, after disregards and deductions, exceeds €60,000 
per annum. Local authorities must adhere to the income thresholds set down by the regulations, 
so that the funding is focused on those households who need it most. In administering the 
schemes, local authorities should always work with qualifying applicants to ensure they get the 
most beneficial outcome possible in line with their financial circumstances.  My Department 
will commence a review this year of the means test criteria and maximum grant limits appli-
cable to the housing adaptation grants.

Funding of €75 million is available nationally in 2021 for the Housing Adaptation Grants 
for Older People and People with a Disability Scheme. This funding has increased year on year 
since 2014.  As part of the annual budgetary process, consideration will be given to increasing 
this funding in future years in line with the Programme for Government commitments and the 
Policy Statement on Housing Options for Our Ageing Population, which is available on my 
Department’s website at the following link: 

www.gov.ie/en/publication/ea33c1-housing-options-for-our-ageing-population-policy-
statement/

27/07/2021WRTT01700Local Authorities

27/07/2021WRTT01800759. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will increase the funding that his Department makes available to local authori-
ties for the disabled persons grant; his views on the way in which the current level of funding 
is continually excluding many persons from getting work done; his views on the way Louth 
County Council’s budget for 2021 is already fully allocated; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [41005/21]

27/07/2021WRTT01900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department provides funding on an annual basis under the Disabled Persons Grants (DPGs) 
scheme to local authorities for adaptations and extensions to the existing social housing stock 
to meet the needs of local authority tenants. The scheme applies to works that are necessary to 
address the needs of older people or people with a disability.  This may involve minor adapta-
tions, such as stair-lifts, grabs -rails, showers, wet-rooms, ramps etc., but can also provide fund-
ing for more major adaptations such as extensions, for example in the case of overcrowding, or 
the installation of a downstairs bedroom or bathroom.  

Under the DPG scheme, the Department also provides funding for Improvement Works in 
Lieu (IWIL’s) to enable local authorities to repair, improve or extend privately owned houses 
that are occupied or intended to be occupied by approved housing applicants, as an alterna-
tive to the provision of local authority housing.

On top of the exchequer funding amounts, the local authority makes a further 10% contribu-
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tion in respect of these grants. The detailed administration of these grants, including the assess-
ment, approval and prioritisation of applications, is the responsibility of the local authorities.  

A communication issued to all local authorities in March requesting a programme of works 
detailing all applications on hand and the status of same together with their contractual commit-
ments. These returns were reviewed and informed the 2021 funding allocations.  Louth County 
Council’s combined allocation is €451,003 which will allow the Council to complete all works 
in their submission.

The Department will review allocations and funding drawdown later this year with a view 
to considering revised allocations based on the progress of works. Funding approval for works 
that cannot be undertaken will be redistributed to those local authorities that can complete 
works in excess of their allocations.

Demand for this programme has been increasing considerably over the last number of years 
and it is important to ensure that the available budget benefits the majority of people and meets 
the needs of eligible tenants.

27/07/2021WRTT02000Local Authorities

27/07/2021WRTT02100760. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will increase the funding that his Department makes available to local authorities 
for persons with disabilities and mobility issues for which the current grants for adaptation are 
insufficient; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41006/21]

27/07/2021WRTT02200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Funding of €75 million is available nationally in 2021 for the Housing Adaptation Grants for 
Older People and People with a Disability Scheme. This funding has increased year on year 
since 2014. As part of the annual budgetary process, consideration will be given to this funding 
in future years in line with the Programme for Government commitments and the Policy State-
ment on Housing Options for Our Ageing Population, which is available on my Department’s 
website at the following link: 

www.gov.ie/en/publication/ea33c1-housing-options-for-our-ageing-population-policy-
statement/

Officials from my Department will begin a review of the existing grant limits and income 
thresholds applicable to the grant schemes later this year.

27/07/2021WRTT02300Local Authorities

27/07/2021WRTT02400761. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of land banks by local authority in tabular form; the remaining monies 
owed on these sites; and the repayments made to date. [41007/21]

27/07/2021WRTT02500762. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage his plans for dealing with local authority land banks; the cost per local authority of 
servicing the land bank loans in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41008/21]

27/07/2021WRTT02600Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 761 and 762 together.
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I have no specific function in relation to the local authority owned land banks and the associ-
ated local authority local authority debts.    

Section 63(3) of the Local Government Act 2001 provides that, subject to law, a local au-
thority is independent in the performance of its functions. Accordingly, the day-to-day running 
of each local authority is a matter for its Chief Executive while budgetary decisions are made 
by the Elected Members. 

The information requested is not available in my Department but should be available in 
individual local authorities.

  Question No. 762 answered with Question No. 761.

27/07/2021WRTT02800Local Authorities

27/07/2021WRTT02900763. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will increase the maintenance budget to service council homes within Louth 
County Council; and his plans for future retrofitting given the insufficient budget Louth County 
Council has to deal with maintenance. [41009/21]

27/07/2021WRTT03000764. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he will increase the budget to Louth County Council to service the huge stock of 
old housing requiring upgrades such as windows and doors; his interactions with Louth County 
Council regarding the lack of budget it has to complete these woks; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41010/21]

27/07/2021WRTT03100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 763 and 764 together.

My Department supports local authorities with annual funding towards the management and 
maintenance of their social housing stock under a number of funding programmes including the 
Energy Efficiency Retrofitting Programme (EERP) and the Voids programme. Record funding 
was provided to local authorities by my Department under the 2020 voids programme and very 
significant funding has been provided again in 2021.

The EERP was launched in 2013 with the aim of funding the retrofit of social homes re-
quiring insulation and energy upgrade works. Since 2013, over 73,500 units of local authority 
housing stock have been retrofitted under the programme with a total exchequer spend of €161 
million. From the period 2013 to 2020 Louth County Council completed 2,281 units under the 
EERP at a cost of €3.2m.  Substantial works has also been undertaken under the Voids pro-
gramme, with almost €1.6m recouped by Louth County in the period 2015-2020 which resulted 
in 148 vacant properties being returned to productive use.

The revised EERP for 2021 focuses on ensuring that the fabric of the home is upgraded and 
an energy efficient heating system is provided. Works eligible under the Programme include at-
tic/cavity wall insulation or external wall insulation, windows and external doors, heat pumps 
and ancillary works. The budget for the 2021 EER is €45m and Louth County Council has 
received an allocation of €1,407,580 for the retrofit of a minimum  of 52 homes to a B2/Cost 
Optimal BER standard. Under the 2021 Voids Programme, Louth County Council has been al-
located funding for the return of 115 vacant properties. 

Responsibility for the management and maintenance of the local authority housing stock is 
the responsibility of the local authority under section 28 of the Housing Act, 2009. My Depart-
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ment will continue to support local authorities in this regard however it is important that local 
authorities budget adequately for housing management and maintenance as part of their annual 
budgeting process using the available housing rental income to its maximum.

  Question No. 764 answered with Question No. 763.

27/07/2021WRTT03300Housing Policy

27/07/2021WRTT03400765. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage his plans in relation to affordable cost rental homes and council housing within Louth 
County Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41011/21]

27/07/2021WRTT03500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
This Government is absolutely committed to ensuring that affordable, quality housing solutions 
are available to everyone in Irish society and this is reflected in the Programme for Government 
“Our Shared Future”.  

This commitment was underpinned by the investment of €3.3bn towards housing pro-
grammes in Budget 2021. Subject to the impact of COVID-19, this investment will fund the 
delivery of 12,750 new social homes in 2021, including 9,500 new build homes. I will be pub-
lishing a new Housing Strategy, “Housing for All” in the coming weeks and I look forward to 
working with all stakeholders, in delivering on the commitment in the Programme for Govern-
ment, to deliver 50,000 new social homes over the next five years. 

The status of social housing construction projects, including those being progressed by 
Louth County Council, is updated and published on a quarterly basis by my Department. The 
quarterly publication is a comprehensive status report of social housing construction schemes 
for all local authority areas, with details such as the project locations and a range of information 
relating to their advancement, whether completed or on site or progressing through planning, 
design and construction. The most recent publication covers the period up to the end of Q1 
2021 and is available at the following link: www.gov.ie/en/publication/23911-social-housing-
construction-projects-status-report-q1-2021/.

In relation to Cost Rental, a range of work is ongoing to deliver this new form of housing. 
My Department is utilising the expertise of Local Authorities, the Land Development Agency 
(LDA), and the Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs) to deliver projects in a variety of ways, in 
order to prove the concept of this new sector. Cost Rental will be regulated by Part 3 of the 
Affordable Housing Act 2021 and I intend to publish the first Regulations governing the Cost 
Rental sector within the coming weeks, with the full framework for this new housing sector to 
be introduced in the coming months

The geographic provision of Cost Rental will be informed by National Planning Framework 
priorities. It will be focused, at least initially, in densely populated urban areas, where rental 
affordability pressures are particularly acute and where State resources can have the biggest 
impact. It is important that the State targets its affordability measures towards the parts of the 
country that are experiencing the most extreme affordability challenges. 

One of the main sources of State funding for Cost Rental homes is the new Cost Rental 
Equity Loan scheme, which was allocated €35m in funding in Budget 2021. It gives AHBs 
access to Government loans on favourable terms, to cover up to 30% of the cost of new Cost 
Rental homes. Following the detailed assessment of submitted proposals, approval was granted 
for the funding this year of 390 new Cost Rental homes, located in Dublin, Kildare, and Cork. 
Cost-covering rents for these homes will be at least 25% below comparable open market prices. 
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Further details of these homes, including precise locations, will be published when the success-
ful AHBs have completed necessary commercial arrangements. I am planning to expand this 
scheme through the review of the National Development Plan and the budgetary process, in 
order to give AHBs certainty of funding on a multi-annual basis and also to allow them to plan 
developments into the longer term.

27/07/2021WRTT03600Fire Stations

27/07/2021WRTT03700766. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage the status of the proposed new fire station in Dunleer, County Louth since €1.6 million 
was awarded for the design and site purchase; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41047/21]

27/07/2021WRTT03800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The provision of a fire service in its functional area, including the establishment and main-
tenance of a fire brigade, the assessment of fire cover needs and the provision of fire station 
premises, is a statutory function of individual fire authorities under the Fire Services Acts, 1981 
and 2003.  My Department supports the fire authorities through setting general policy, provid-
ing a central training programme, issuing guidance on operational and other related matters and 
providing capital funding for equipment and priority infrastructural projects.

In December 2020, I announced a new Fire Services Capital Programme for the period 
2021-2025, with a funding allocation of €61m. Following extensive engagement with fire au-
thorities, a number of proposals for station works etc. were received. The proposals were evalu-
ated and prioritised on the basis of the:

- Area Risk Categorisation of the fire station (population, fire risks, etc.);

- established Health and Safety needs;

- state of development of the project (is site acquired?, etc.); and 

- value for money offered by the proposal.

This new Programme will see six new fire stations built, continued support for the construc-
tion of a further 12 new fire stations, nine fire station refurbishments as well as the allocation 
of 35 new fire engines. In order to maximise the available Capital Programme funding, my 
Department re-assesses the status of projects in the Programme on an annual basis, and some 
flexibility is normally available to advance projects that are ready and that offer best value-for-
money taking account of the state of readiness of projects more generally. 

Louth County Council has indicated that Dunleer is their number one fire station priority 
project, and a new fire station at Dunleer is provided for in this Capital Programme. The Coun-
cil submitted a preliminary appraisal to my Department in January 2021. Following examina-
tion of the proposal, approval in principle for this project issued on 25 June 2021, along with 
approval for the Council to appoint a design team. I understand that a potential site has been 
identified by the Council. On receipt of a detailed design brief, my Department will continue to 
work with Louth County Council to progress the Dunleer fire station project.

27/07/2021WRTT03900Disability Services

27/07/2021WRTT04000767. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
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tage his views on providing fully accessible changing places toilet facility open to the public 
in all buildings owned by the State in which his Department and public bodies and agencies 
operate to offer persons with disabilities and carers a network of equipped spaces to take care 
of personal hygiene, in safety and comfort. [41076/21]

27/07/2021WRTT04100Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The Building Regulations 1997-2019 set out minimum standards for 
the design and construction of buildings and works to ensure the health and safety of people in 
and around such buildings. They are subject to ongoing review in the interests of safety and the 
well-being of persons in the built environment and to ensure that due regard is taken of changes 
in construction techniques, technological progress and innovation. Part M of the Building Reg-
ulations deals with Access and Use. The associated Technical Guidance Document M provides 
guidance indicating how the requirements of Part M can be achieved in practice. Where works 
are carried out in accordance with TGD M, this will, prima facie, indicate compliance with Part 
M of the Second Schedule of the Building Regulations.

Part M of the Building Regulations aims to foster an inclusive approach to the design and 
construction of the built environment. While the Part M requirements may be regarded as a 
statutory minimum level of provision, the accompanying technical guidance encourages build-
ing owners and designers to have regard to the design philosophy of universal design and to 
consider making additional provisions where practicable and appropriate.

In December 2020, my Department established a Working Group to examine the provision 
for a changing places toilet in certain buildings. A changing places toilet offers larger supported 
facilities that address the needs of people for whom current accessible sanitary accommodation 
is inadequate. These facilities enable people with complex care needs to take part in everyday 
activities such as travel, shopping, family days out or attending a sporting event.

The plenary Working Group has met six times to date, in addition to a number of sub-group 
meetings.  Draft documentation, which includes Draft Building Regulations (Part M Amend-
ment) Regulations 2021, Draft Technical Guidance Document M – Access and Use 2021 and a 
Regulatory Impact Analysis, is currently being prepared to support a public consultation in the 
matter later this year.

27/07/2021WRTT04200Housing Schemes

27/07/2021WRTT04300768. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage the income threshold set by him for the first cost of rental properties; the way in which he 
plans to set income thresholds in different local authority areas; when these will be announced; 
if a person’s existing housing need will be a factor determining eligibility; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [41108/21]

27/07/2021WRTT04400769. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage if the sub-market charge to be made under individual cost rental projects will be deter-
mined according to an agreed methodology; the person or body by which this will be conducted 
in each case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41109/21]

27/07/2021WRTT04500Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 768 and 769 together.

Cost Rental housing, in which the rent is set to cover the cost of provision of homes, is an 
entirely new housing sector in Ireland. It is not intended to overlap with or replace existing so-
cial housing supports for low-income households, which remain a parallel priority for the Gov-
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ernment. Cost Rental is rather intended to support households with moderate income, above the 
limits for social housing eligibility. 

The Affordable Housing Act 2021, which was signed into law on 21 July, provides in Sec-
tion 31 that the Minister may use Regulations to prescribe, among other things, “eligibility 
requirements in respect of tenants”. This will be be necessary to ensure that Cost Rental homes, 
of which there will finite stock in the initial delivery phase, are accessible to the intended target 
cohort. The use of Regulations will allow the eligibility criteria to be set in flexible way, open 
to revision and updating over time.

It will be the role of the Cost Rental landlord to implement any prescribed eligibility criteria 
for tenants and their households, which will mean checking that tenants are eligible before they 
are offered tenancy contracts. In the case of the very first Cost Rental homes, the 25 houses 
at Balbriggan, Fingal launched on 7 July 2021, the landlord will be Clúid Housing, which 
is an Approved Housing Body supported by my Department’s new Cost Rental Equity Loan 
scheme. Clúid has advertised a household net income limit of €53,000 for these homes, in ad-
vance of the enactment of the Affordable Housing Act and the making of consequent Regula-
tions, in order to ensure that tenants can apply in good time and be accommodated in these new 
homes as soon as possible. 

In advance of advertisement, Clúid and my Department together with the Housing Agen-
cy, had engaged extensively to ensure that these homes are let to the target cohort of moderate-
income households above the social housing eligibility thresholds. The intention is that these 
homes will be brought under the statutory framework for Cost Rental, now that the Affordable 
Housing Act has been signed into law.

The full framework of Regulations that will govern this new housing sector will be prepared 
and introduced over the coming weeks. These will include setting an income limit for the Cost 
Rental sector as a whole, which will naturally be informed by the experience of Clúid Housing 
in letting the very first Cost Rental homes at Balbriggan. While there is potential for income 
limits to vary from region to region and this may be addressed in the future, the initial focus is 
on making an entirely new form of housing as easy as possible to understand and deliver. Aside 
from the identified affordability constraint, it is not envisaged that “existing housing need” will 
be a factor in the same sense that it is for social housing, since Cost Rental is intended to be a 
fundamentally different housing tenure targeting a different cohort. However, as per the legisla-
tion, it is intended that Cost Rental landlords will have regard to the size and composition of a 
household when considering it for a particular Cost Rental home.

In relation to the “sub-market charge to be made under individual cost rental projects”, I 
assume the Deputy is referring to the cost rents that will be charged for each home. As per Part 
3 of the Affordable Housing Act, the initial maximum rent for each home to be designated as a 
Cost Rental dwelling will be set and agreed during the application process for designation. This 
is a result of modelling the costs of provision, financing, maintaining and managing the home 
over a 40-year period, and is not linked to the open market rent for the home. The detail of the 
designation process will be set out further in regulations, but the Cost Rental designation itself 
will be formally issued by me, as Minister. 

  Question No. 769 answered with Question No. 768.

27/07/2021WRTT04700Housing Schemes

27/07/2021WRTT04800770. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
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itage when he will issue a new directive in respect of the revised subsidy that his Department 
will grant to support the delivery of affordable homes in rent pressure zones under the site sup-
port scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41110/21]

27/07/2021WRTT04900Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Contained within the Programme for Government was a commitment to extend the Serviced 
Sites Fund (SSF). In line with this commitment, a review of the SSF progress and projects to 
date was undertaken and, having regard to feedback from local authorities, a number of sig-
nificant improvements to the funding scheme, now named the Affordable Housing Funding 
scheme, have been agreed and communicated to local authorities by way of Circular last month. 

The changes include expanding the scope of costs covered to subvent the all-in development 
cost of delivering the housing, which may include land purchase costs; taking applications as 
they are developed on a rolling basis as opposed to time constrained funding calls; and, allow-
ing funding support to now exceed the current maximum of €50,000 per affordable dwelling on 
a stepped scale to €100,000, based on location and density. 

The improved and expanded funding scheme will provide key, enhanced support to local 
authorities in making available new dwelling units for purchase or rent at affordable prices. 

27/07/2021WRTT05000Housing Schemes

27/07/2021WRTT05100771. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when he plans to publish regulations that would permit a local authority to draw up 
a scheme for the allocation of affordable homes; if the same scheme will apply to affordable 
homes acquired from a Part V quota, an LDA project or a development of affordable homes on 
the council’s own lands; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41111/21]

27/07/2021WRTT05200772. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage if affordable homes built with the help of the grant from his Department or an acquisition 
by the LDA of sites at values consistent with affordable pricing will all be sold at a uniform 
price to all successful applicants; if successful applicants with a lower capacity to finance a 
mortgage can in addition avail of the shared equity scheme; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [41112/21]

27/07/2021WRTT05300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 771 and 772 together.

The Affordable Housing Act 2021 was enacted by the President on 21 July 2021. This Act is 
the first ever standalone affordable housing legislation, establishing a basis for four new afford-
able housing measures. These measures will deliver on the Programme for Government com-
mitment to put affordability at the heart of the housing system and prioritise the increased sup-
ply of affordable homes through (1) delivering affordable homes on local authority lands, (2) 
the introduction of a new form of tenure in Cost Rental, (3) a new affordable purchase shared 
equity scheme and (4) expanding Part V planning requirements to increase the 10% contribu-
tion requirement to 20% and to apply it to cost rental as well as social and affordable housing.

It is my intention to commence the provisions of the Affordable Housing Act in the near 
future. In this regard, the required regulations to implement these measures including eligibil-
ity etc. are being progressed on a phased basis by my Department officials and will be finalised 
over the coming weeks. 

In this regard, I can confirm, that in respect of Part 2 of the Act and the sale of affordable 
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homes, it is envisaged that direct sales agreements will specify the purchase price at which 
the dwellings can be made available to eligible purchasers. This may vary in accordance with 
individual affordability i.e. the borrowing capacity/purchasing power of the individual eligible 
purchasers, which is related to incomes. 

The minimum price for which a dwelling may be sold will be determined by the local au-
thority and would be influenced by development costs including supports such as the Afford-
able Housing Fund (which replaces the Serviced Sites Fund). 

Local authorities will take an equity stake in the home equivalent to the “affordable dwell-
ing contribution”.  This is essentially the discount from market value and the percentage that 
discount represents of market value will be the percentage equity share the local authority takes 
in the dwelling.  The amount of the contribution will be the amount needed to bridge the gap 
between what the applicant can borrow under the macro-prudential rules and the market value 
of the home (subject to the proviso that there will be a minimum price below which the housing 
authority cannot sell the unit).

  Question No. 772 answered with Question No. 771.

27/07/2021WRTT05500Housing Schemes

27/07/2021WRTT05600773. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage when it is proposed that he will set the affordable price in respect of sites being identified 
by the LDA for potential designation by Government as sites for early development to fulfil 
housing needs in areas of housing pressure; and the prices which have been set to date on sites 
in advanced planning or delivery. [41113/21]

27/07/2021WRTT05700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The Land Development Agency (LDA) was established on an interim 
basis in September 2018, by way of an Establishment Order made under the Local Government 
Services (Corporate Bodies) Act 1971. The Land Development Agency Act 2021 was recently 
signed into law and, on enactment, the LDA will be established as a commercial State agency.

Under Part 9 of the LDA Act any affordable housing delivered on relevant public lands, 
either by the LDA or another developer for purchase or cost rental, will be provided fully in 
accordance with the provisions of Part 2 (Affordable Dwelling Purchase Arrangements) and 
Part 3 (Cost Rental Dwellings) of the Affordable Housing Act. This will also ensure that if any 
provisions in the Affordable Housing Act, including its regulations, change in the future, they 
will automatically apply to a developer of relevant public lands (including the LDA) under an 
LDA Act Part 9 affordable housing delivery agreement. 

There are 3 options under Part 9 of the LDA Act for a developer, including the LDA, to 
deliver affordable housing on relevant public lands in accordaance with the Affordable Housing 
Act: the housing can be designated and leased as cost rental under Part 3 of that Act; the housing 
can be transferred on completion to a planning authority under Part 2 of that Act; or the housing 
can be transferred on completion to the ownership of relevant applicants as nominated by the 
local authority under a direct sales agreement under Part 2 of that Act.

It should be noted that while the LDA is required to pay market value for the purchase of 
public land, there will a minimum 50% affordable housing delivery requirement for relevant 
public lands under Part 9 of the LDA Act, with a minimum of 80% affordable housing on rel-
evant public lands in urban areas with a population greater than 150,000, that is Dublin  and 
Cork cities. This will be in addition to the increased 20% Part V social and affordable housing 
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obligation being introduced under the Affordable Housing Act which will ensure that there will 
be 100% affordable and social housing on such lands in our largest cities. As such, the market 
value of such public lands will be significantly reduced in terms of the purchase price that the 
LDA will pay. 

The LDA is currently engaging in pre-construction activity on a number of public sites but 
has not yet taken ownership of any sites. After commencement of the LDA Act, it is intended 
that the Valuation Office will individually value public sites that the LDA has decided to pur-
chase taking into account the minimum 50% or 80% affordability requirement (as appropriate) 
under Part 9 of the LDA Act and the increased 20% Part V social and affordable housing obli-
gation.

27/07/2021WRUU00200Housing Schemes

27/07/2021WRUU00300774. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage when it is planned that the Land Development Agency will present to the Government its 
first report on additional public land fit for use for housing beyond those already planned for 
development; and if he has engaged with the authority in respect of the scale of the ambition in 
that initial report in terms of additional capacity for housing units. [41114/21]

27/07/2021WRUU00400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The Land Development Agency (LDA) was established on an interim 
basis in September 2018, by way of an Establishment Order made under the Local Government 
Services (Corporate Bodies) Act 1971. The Land Development Agency Act 2021 was recently 
signed into law and, on enactment, the LDA will be established as a commercial State agency.

Under Section 52 of the Land Development Agency Act 2021, the LDA shall furnish a re-
port to Government every 2 years detailing how public lands are being utilised and identifying 
any lands which may be appropriate for the LDAs objectives. On receipt of such a report, the 
Government can direct a relevant public body to dispose of its land to the LDA. The first report 
to be provided by the LDA to Government is required to be submitted within 12 months of the 
coming into operation of Section 52, which is expected to be commenced in Autumn 2021.  

There is ongoing engagement between the LDA and my Department in relation to the iden-
tification of relevant public lands suitable for the delivery of substantial additional housing in 
locations with a significant housing need.

27/07/2021WRUU00500Housing Schemes

27/07/2021WRUU00600775. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage if he is in a position to indicate the exact terms of the memorandum of agreement 
and regulations which shall govern the shared equity scheme in terms of classes of dwelling, 
security, conditions for redemption, rate of interest and so on; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41115/21]

27/07/2021WRUU00700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Affordable Housing Act 2021, which cleared all stages in the Oireachtas on the 12th July 
and which was signed in to law by the President on the 21st of July, is the State’s first ever 
standalone affordable housing legislation. The provisions of the Act establish the basis for four 
affordable housing measures. These measures will deliver on the Programme for Government 
commitment to put affordability at the heart of the housing system, and prioritise the increased 
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supply of affordable homes, through (1) delivering affordable homes on local authority lands, 
(2) the introduction of a new form of tenure in Cost Rental, (3) a new affordable purchase shared 
equity scheme, and (4) expanding Part V planning requirements to increase the 10% contribu-
tion requirement to 20% and to apply it to cost rental as well as social and affordable housing.

Specifically in relation to Part 4 of the Act and the development of a new affordable pur-
chase shared equity scheme, I can confirm that my officials are engaging with a range of stake-
holders to finalise the administrative and operational provisions of the scheme. Scheme details, 
including the broad terms included in any Memorandum of Agreement and the deployment date 
of the scheme, will be confirmed as part of this process.

27/07/2021WRUU00800Planning Issues

27/07/2021WRUU00900776. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the steps he is taking to fulfil the programme for government commitment to embed ageing 
in place options for older persons into the planning system as the county and city development 
plans are redrawn in 2021. [41139/21]

27/07/2021WRUU01000Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The National Planning Framework (NPF) Project Ireland 2040 is the 
overarching policy and planning framework for the social, economic and cultural development 
of Ireland. Objective 30 of the Framework provides that local planning, housing, transport/ac-
cessibility and leisure policies will be developed with a focus on meeting the needs and oppor-
tunities of an ageing population, along with the inclusion of specific projections, supported by 
clear proposals in respect of ageing communities as part of the core strategy of city and county 
development plans.

Each of the thirty-one local authorities must prepare a city or county development plan 
every six years, as well as more area or town-focused local area plans. Development plans put 
in place a range of spatial polices that support the accommodation of and quality of life for all, 
including older persons, with objectives included for “the integration of the planning and sus-
tainable development of the area with the social, community and cultural requirements of the 
area and its population”.  In particular these objectives include “facilities for the elderly and for 
persons with disabilities”.  

In terms of the evaluation of housing needs, National Policy Objective 37 of the National 
Planning Framework (NPF) provides for a Housing Need and Demand Assessment (HNDA) 
to be undertaken in each local authority area. The objective is to ensure long-term strategic 
housing needs are met. The purpose of the HNDA is to: (1) assist local authorities to develop 
long-term strategic views of housing need across all tenure, (2) provide a robust evidence base 
to support decisions about new housing supply, wider investment and housing related services, 
which inform an overall national housing profile, (3) inform policies about the proportion of 
social and affordable housing required, and (4) provide evidence to inform policies related to 
the provision of specialist housing and housing related services. Further information on the 
HNDA is available online at: www.gov.ie/en/publication/eaa99-housing-need-and-demand-
assessment-hnda/.

Guidance was issued to local authorities on 14 April 2021 by Circular, advising that the 
Excel-based HNDA Tool with associated Instructions, data sources and other background infor-
mation are available on the HNDA page of the Department’s website and that it is expected that 
a HNDA will be completed in accordance with the associated guidance as part of the develop-
ment plan review process in cases where the notice of the review of the plan issues subsequent 
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to 14 April 2021.

27/07/2021WRUU01100Housing Provision

27/07/2021WRUU01200777. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the steps he is taking to fulfil the programme for government commitment to increase the 
provision of smaller homes in developments ensuring that older persons can remain living in 
their communities close to essential services and facilities. [41140/21]

27/07/2021WRUU01300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): The ‘Programme for Government - Our Shared Future’ commits to 
ensuring that, where new developments are being provided, there is an appropriate mix of hous-
ing design types, including universally designed units, and accommodation for older people 
and people with disabilities.  In addition, the Government is also committed to supporting older 
people to remain living in their own homes and communities as they age if that is their wish.

My Department, in conjunction with the Department of Health, is currently implementing 
the 40 actions under the Housing Options for our Ageing Population Joint Policy Statement, 
published in 2019, including supported housing/housing with care so that older people have a 
wider range of housing options and choices available to them.  An Implementation Group with 
an independent Chair is overseeing the development of the policy framework and has published 
two progress reports to date. 

We are committed to putting in place measures to ensure that sustainable housing is pro-
vided in the right location to enable people to age in the community; to design housing and 
the environment in accordance with the principles of sustainable lifetime housing; to promote 
the use of assistive technology and provide grant assistance to support people to live indepen-
dently; to give adequate consideration to the need for social connectedness in devising policy; 
and to work collaboratively with all stakeholders to achieve the policy objectives. 

In terms of the evaluation of housing needs, National Policy Objective 37 of the National 
Planning Framework (NPF) provides for a Housing Need and Demand Assessment (HNDA) 
to be undertaken in each local authority area. The objective is to ensure long-term strategic 
housing needs are met. The purpose of the HNDA is to: (1) assist local authorities to develop 
long-term strategic views of housing need across all tenures, (2) provide a robust evidence base 
to support decisions about new housing supply, wider investment and housing related services, 
which inform an overall national housing profile, (3) inform policies about the proportion of 
social and affordable housing required, and (4) provide evidence to inform policies related to 
the provision of specialist housing and housing related services. Further information on the 
HNDA is available online at: www.gov.ie/en/publication/eaa99-housing-need-and-demand-
assessment-hnda/. 

Guidance was issued to local authorities on 14 April 2021 by Circular, advising that the 
Excel-based HNDA Tool with associated Instructions, data sources and other background infor-
mation are available on the HNDA page of the Department’s website and that it is expected that 
a HNDA will be completed in accordance with the associated guidance as part of the develop-
ment plan and aligned housing strategy review process in cases where the notice of the review 
of the plan issues subsequent to 14 April 2021.

27/07/2021WRUU01400Legislative Programme
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27/07/2021WRUU01500778. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he will amend section 22 of the Wildlife Act 1976 to ensure it conforms with the EU 
birds and habitats directives. [41141/21]

27/07/2021WRUU01600Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): Section 22 provides for the enforcement of protection of wild 
birds. It is an offence, except in accordance with a licence issued by the Minister for Housing, 
Local Government and Heritage, to hunt a protected wild bird, to injure a protected wild bird, 
to wilfully take, remove, destroy, injure or mutilate the eggs or nest, or to wilfully disturb a 
protected wild bird on or near a nest containing eggs or unflown young.   

Section 9, as amended by the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regula-
tions 2011, provides that nothing shall be allowed to be done by licence or permit issued under 
the Act that would contravene the requirements and obligations of the Birds Directive or the 
Habitats Directive.

In 2022, I intend to commence a review of the Wildlife Acts as part of the Government’s 
commitment to review the protection (including enforcement of relevant legislation) of our 
natural heritage.

27/07/2021WRUU01700National Parks and Wildlife Service

27/07/2021WRUU01800779. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
the status of and position regarding the establishment of a wildlife crime unit in the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41142/21]

27/07/2021WRUU01900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The process of resourcing a Wildlife Crime Unit in the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) has commenced.  

It has always been an important function of the NPWS to enforce the wildlife laws and 
this will continue to be the case.    It will continue to work, primarily, by supporting the law 
enforcement work of the regional staff, for example, by arranging and conducting training, and 
providing best-practice guidance on the conduct of investigations.  It will also liaise at national 
level with An Garda Síochána and with Revenue’s Custom Service in relation to wildlife crime, 
including crime involving the international trade in protected species.

27/07/2021WRUU02000Wildlife Protection

27/07/2021WRUU02100780. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the number of prosecutions relating to wildlife crimes under the Wildlife Acts 1976 to 2012 
and the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 from 1 June 
2020 to 1 July 2021, in tabular form. [41143/21]

27/07/2021WRUU02200Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The information sought is set out in the table below:

No.
Wildlife Acts 1976 to 2012 28
European Communities (Birds & Natural 
Habitats) Regulations 2011

5 
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27/07/2021WRUU02300Wildlife Protection

27/07/2021WRUU02400781. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the details of the reported cases of wildlife poisonings from 1 January 2020 to 1 July 2021, 
in tabular form; and if in each case a person or persons were prosecuted. [41144/21]

27/07/2021WRUU02500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): The following tables show the reported cases of wildlife poison-
ing in the period 1 January 2020 to 1 July 2021:

Table A: Cases of the suspected deliberate poisoning of wild animals

Species Number of dead animals
Common Buzzard 29
Red Kite 2
Mute Swan 2
Table B: Cases involving secondary poisoning and other environmental contaminants (e.g. 

lead) 

Species Number of dead animals
Whooper Swan 1
Common Buzzard 12
Red Kite 2
Barn Owl 5
Kestrel 1
Peregrine 1
Table C: Ongoing cases (i.e. toxicology report’s awaited)

Species Number of dead animals
Barn Owl 3
Common Buzzard 2
Red Kite 1
Peregrine 1
Prosecutions: One prosecution is in train, for two people

27/07/2021WRUU02600Housing Schemes

27/07/2021WRUU02700782. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the estimated cost of deep retrofitting all local authority and social housing stock 
to the highest standard by unit; and the estimated cost of installing solar panels in the same 
housing stock. [41146/21]

27/07/2021WRUU02800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Energy Efficiency programme for Local Authority Housing requires the retrofit of homes 
to achieve a B2/Cost Optimal BER rating as set out in the Climate Action Plan and Building 
Regulation Requirements for Major Renovations. 

The level and cost of deep retrofit to be undertaken in local authority housing stock to 
achieve this standard depends on the initial condition and type of dwelling. My Department is 
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working with local authorities on the transition to a planned maintenance approach to housing 
stock maintenance and the completion of stock condition surveys on all social homes in lo-
cal authority ownership is a key element of this. The findings of stock condition surveys will 
inform future works programmes, including energy efficiency upgrades. The Programme for 
Government commits to retrofitting 500,000 homes to a B2/Cost Optimal BER by 2030, of 
which, approximately 36,500 are expected to be local authority owned homes. 

The 2021 Energy Efficiency Programme (EERP) is a newly revised programme devised 
around the Programme for Government with an increased Budget of €65 million, to include the 
Midlands Retrofit Programme, and focuses on ensuring that the fabric of the home is upgraded 
and an energy efficient heating system is provided.   This requires local authorities to move to a 
‘deeper retrofit’ programme, thus building on what has been completed in previous years. The 
revised programme provides for a significant increase in the level of funding available and fo-
cuses on ensuring that the fabric of the home is upgraded and an energy efficient heating system 
is provided. The works to achieve a B2/Cost Optimal BER include wall and roof insulation, 
new windows and external doors, heat pumps and associated works. 

Under the new EERP programme the estimated average cost per unit to achieve a B2/Cost 
Optimal rating is €30,000. The cost of individual homes will depend on their pre-works build-
ing standard and energy performance.  

27/07/2021WRUU02900Housing Schemes

27/07/2021WRUU03000783. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the spend in each of the years 2016 to 2019 and the projected spend for 2020 and 
2021 on leasing, housing assistance payments and rental accommodation scheme agreements 
between local authorities and landlords by authority and type of agreement; and the number of 
these arrangements that are direct transfers from rent allowance arrangements. [41147/21]

27/07/2021WRUU03100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Social Housing Current Expenditure Programme (SHCEP) supports the delivery of social 
housing by providing financial support to local authorities for the long term leasing of houses 
and apartments from private owners, developers and Approved Housing Bodies (AHBs). 

Details on SHCEP expenditure for the years 2015-2020, broken down by local authority, 
and the number of SHCEP agreements supported by my Department during that period are 
published at the following link: http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-
affordble/overall-social-housing-provision. €250m has been allocated to SHCEP in 2021.

Total expenditure by my Department on the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) for the 
period 2016 – 2020, 2021 HAP budget and the numbers of transfers from Rent Supplement to 
HAP are in the table below:

 Year Outturn €M Number of Rent Supplement 
Transfers (per annum)

2016  57.69 3,661
2017  152.69 4,131
2018  276.6 3,329
2019  382.4 2,799
2020  464.6 1,409
 2021 558* 327 - Q1 2021 
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  *Exchequer allocation for 2021

Data for the years 2016 - 2020 in relation to the number of cost of tenancies funded under 
the RAS scheme, broken down by local authority, is available on my Department’s website at 
the following link:

www.gov.ie/en/collection/6060e-overall-social-housing-provision/?referrer=http://
www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-housing-
provision#rental-accommodation-scheme-ras

 Information on Rent Supplement Transfers to RAS from 2016 to 2021 (Q1) is also avail-
able at that link. €133m has been allocated to RAS in 2021. 

27/07/2021WRUU03200Housing Schemes

27/07/2021WRUU03300784. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the number of applicants on the rental accommodation scheme and housing as-
sistance payment housing transfer lists. [41148/21]

27/07/2021WRUU03400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Section 22 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 requires all housing authori-
ties, as a reserved function, to make an allocation scheme determining the order of priority to 
be accorded in the allocation of dwellings to households qualified for social housing support 
and to households approved for a transfer, the allocation of which would, in the opinion of the 
authority, meet the accommodation needs and requirements of the households.

The practical operation of transfer lists is, therefore, a matter for each local authority to 
manage, on the basis of their own scheme of letting priorities, and the number of persons on the 
housing transfer list is also a matter for each individual local authority.

27/07/2021WRUU03500Emergency Accommodation

27/07/2021WRUU03600785. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the estimated full cost of emergency accommodation in 2020; and the projected 
cost for 2021 and 2022, by local authority and type of emergency accommodation, that is, ho-
tels, bed and breakfasts, hostels and family hubs. [41149/21]

27/07/2021WRUU03700791. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the estimated full year cost of providing emergency accommodation for homeless 
persons and families in 2020 and to date in 2021; and the estimated cost for 2022, including all 
supports paid to the local authorities and subsidies to third-party providers. [41155/21]

27/07/2021WRUU03800Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 785 and 791 together.

My Department’s role in relation to homelessness involves the provision of a national frame-
work of policy, legislation and funding to underpin the statutory role of housing authorities 
in addressing homelessness at local level. Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision 
of emergency accommodation and related services for homeless persons rests with individual 
housing authorities. The purposes for which housing authorities may incur expenditure in ad-
dressing homelessness are prescribed in Section 10 of the Housing Act 1988.
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My Department does not fund any homeless services directly but provides funding to hous-
ing authorities towards these costs. Under the funding arrangements, housing authorities must 
provide at least 10% of the cost of services from their own resources.  Housing authorities may 
also incur additional expenditure on homeless related services outside of these funding arrange-
ments with my Department. Therefore, the exact spend by housing authorities on homeless 
services, as well as the types of services including emergency accommodation, are a matter 
for individual housing authorities in consultation with the Management Group of the relevant 
regional joint Homeless Consultative Forum.

Exchequer funding for homeless services is provided through my Department to housing 
authorities on a regional basis. The table below sets out the funding recouped to housing author-
ities on a regional basis for 2020 and to date in 2021, including funding recouped towards ex-
penditure incurred in implementing exceptional Covid-19 measures. The Exchequer allocation 
in 2021 is €218m. The budget for 2022 will be agreed in the context of the Estimates process.

Region    Exchequer Funding pro-
vided 2020    

Exchequer funding provided 
to date in 2021   

Dublin      €217.5m €78.8m
Mid-East      €8.5m €2.3m
Midland      €2.5m €0.9m
Mid-West      €9.2m €4.9m
North-East      €2.9m €1.3m
North-West      €0.8m €0.5m
South-East     €3.9m €2.3m
South-West      €16.2m €6.6m
West €9.3m €3.7m
Financial reports from each of the homeless regions, setting out expenditure on home-

less services are published on my Department’s website at the following link: www.gov.ie/en/
collection/80ea8-homelessness-data/#local-authority-regional-financial-reports

  Question No. 786 answered with Question No. 743.

27/07/2021WRUU04000Housing Provision

27/07/2021WRUU04100787. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the average cost of building council housing on publicly-owned land that is fully 
serviced. [41151/21]

27/07/2021WRUU04200788. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the average cost of building 1, 2, 3 and 4 bed homes on fully serviced publicly-
owned land. [41152/21]

27/07/2021WRUU04300Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 787 and 788 together.

My Department assesses, approves and records local authority social housing delivery on a 
project basis, rather than on the basis of individual unit types.

As Social Housing Investment Programme (SHIP) funded construction projects by local 
authorities must, like all publicly-funded construction programmes, comply with the Public 
Spending Code and Capital Works Management Framework, my Department periodically is-
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sues Unit Cost Ceilings (UCCs) for each local authority area, for use as a key benchmark for 
the development and costing of scheme designs at capital appraisal stage. While not a record 
of actual delivery costs, UCCs are based on an analysis of returned data from tendered social 
housing schemes over an extended period and updated based on published tender index infor-
mation as required.

To monitor tender cost trends and to inform the UCCs levels, my Department analyses the 
tender data for the construction cost element of new build schemes approved under the SHIP 
and Capital Assistance Scheme four stage approval processes for each unit type, where suffi-
cient information is available to allow such costs to be extrapolated and where the information 
available is appropriate for comparison purposes. 

Outlined in the tables below are average construction costs (incl. VAT) per unit type, re-
corded as part of the aforementioned analysis for projects tendered in each of the years 2019 
to 2020. The tables also set out the range of costs that make up this average for each unit type. 
The range of costs recorded vary, depending on design, location and on the level of abnormal 
requirements for each scheme, for instance existing site conditions, demolitions, service diver-
sions and site access requirements. Abnormal costs are also separately identified in the tables 
below.

 - Construction 
Costs* (incl   
abnormals)

Construction 
Costs* (incl   
abnormals) 

Abnormal Costs Abnormal Costs 

Average Cost 
Per Unit

Range of Costs 
Per Unit

Average CostPer 
Unit

Range of Costs 
Per Unit

2020 2020 2020 2020
1 bed house €185,246 €139k - €237k €25,181 €3k - €46k
2 bed house €195,392 €129k - €263k €25,115 €6k - €66k
3 bed house €214,076 €152k - €342k €25,121 €6k - €66k
4 bed house €263,204 €205k - €321k €41,527 €19k - €66k
1 bed apartment €197,087 €169k - €269k €32,919 €24k - €54k
2 bed apartment €230,300 €198k - €306k €16,882 €7k - €54k
3 bed apartment N/A N/A N/A N/A

2019 2019 2019 2019
1 bed house €189,320 €144k - €208k €26,699 €7k - €47k
2 bed house €198,174 €136k - €255k €20,022 €4k - €58k
3 bed house €226,455 €131k - €346k €19,227 €4k - €58k
4 bed house €234,794 €192k - €298k €19,510 €4k - €58k
1 bed apartment €291,762 €129k - €354k €32,609 €4k - €43k
2 bed apartment €290,902 €170k - €373k €26,249 €4k - €43k
3 bed apartment €323,407 €232k - €398k €27,379 €4k - €43k
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 * Construction 
Costs as shown, 
are derived from 
unit cost analy-
sis and capture 
the construction 
cost element 
only incl abnor-
mals (i.e. not 
all-in costs)
The above costs relate to the construction element of the all-in delivery cost. Other items 

that make up the all-in total include:

- Design/technical fees  : Design fees vary from project to project, depending on the loca-
tion, size and complexity of a scheme (and depending on whether design services are provided 
by a local authority in-house or via external appointment). As a guideline/indicator, design fee 
are generally expected to range between 7.5% to 12.5% of construction costs.

- Land cost  : Land costs will vary significantly from project to project, depending on loca-
tion and ownership status (i.e. land costs could vary from existing local authority land at no cost 
to land purchased at market value).

- Utilities  : Connection fees for Irish Water, ESB, gas, etc. As a guideline/indicator, utility 
connection costs are generally in the order of €7k per unit.

- Other Costs  : Other items that make up the all-in delivery cost can include site investiga-
tions/surveys, archaeological requirements, Percent for Art contributions  - and will vary from 
scheme to scheme 

To assist in policy development and to provide evidenced based data, in October 2020, the 
Irish Government Economic and Evaluation Service (IGEES) in the Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform, published an ‘Analysis of Social Housing Build Programme’ which ex-
amined the social housing build programme over the years 2016 to 2019 and considered issues 
such as Use of Build Delivery; Type of Units, Cost & Speed of Delivery and Cost Efficiency 
and Market Interaction. The IGEES analysis noted the range of average costs which high-
lighted the diversity of costs for delivery of new build units across different developments and 
locations. The paper is available at the following link: http://www.budget.gov.ie/Budgets/2021/
Documents/Budget/Spending%20Review%202020%20-%20Analysis%20of%20Social%20
Housing%20Build%20Programme.pdf.

  Question No. 788 answered with Question No. 787.

27/07/2021WRUU04500Housing Provision

27/07/2021WRUU04600789. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the estimated cost to provide a home to each person on local authority homeless 
lists, that is, excluding use of the private rental market in 2022. [41153/21]

27/07/2021WRUU04700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Increasing the supply of public, social and affordable homes is priority of this Government.  
The Programme for Government includes a commitment to deliver 50,000 new social homes 
with a focus on new build homes.  This commitment was underpinned by investment of €3.3bn 
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towards housing programmes in Budget 2021.

The focus of the Government is to reduce and prevent homelessness to the greatest extent 
possible with the overriding objective to support households to exit homelessness into homes 
through the various social housing supports available.   My Department publishes detailed 
monthly and quarterly reports on homelessness, based on data provided by housing authorities. 
The monthly report outlines details of individuals utilising State-funded emergency accom-
modation arrangements that are overseen by housing authorities.  The quarterly progress report 
includes data on the number of exits from homelessness achieved on a quarterly basis. The 
monthly and quarterly progress reports are available on my Department’s website at the follow-
ing link: www.gov.ie/en/collection/80ea8-homelessness-data/. Progress continues to be made 
in providing homes for those experiencing or at risk of homelessness.  In 2020 almost 5,900 
exits from homelessness to a social housing tenancy were achieved. 

Social housing solutions are provided using a wide variety of funding and delivery mecha-
nisms which vary in cost depending on numerous factors including the delivery mechanism, the 
size of the property and the geographical location. Accordingly, my Department does not hold 
the specific details requested by the Deputy. 

27/07/2021WRUU04800Vacant Properties

27/07/2021WRUU04900790. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the number of vacant properties here; the number suitable for social housing; the 
number that have been considered for acquisition by local authorities by authority; and the cost 
of acquisition of these homes. [41154/21]

27/07/2021WRUU05000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department does not hold data on the number of vacant properties or the numbers that 
might be suitable for social housing. However, my Department is  providing full funding sup-
port to all the local authorities for the acquisition of suitable properties for social housing use.  
The extent to which this is availed of by the local authorities can depend on the opportunities 
that exist to acquire the properties and their suitability for social housing. 

I have asked local authorities to increasingly target vacant and derelict properties that can 
be brought back to use as part of new public housing delivery. Initiatives such as the Repair & 
Leasing Scheme and the Buy & Renew Scheme have been developed to assist private property 
owners and local authorities or approved housing bodies to harness the accommodation poten-
tial that exists in vacant properties. It is important that local authorities and approved housing 
bodies where they undertake such targeted acquisitions, do not compete with private purchasers 
and leave value in the market particularly for first-time buyers.

To date around 700 new social homes have been delivered via the Buy & Renew Scheme 
and a further approximately 250 via Repair & Lease.  I am keen that further progress is made in 
this area of delivering new social homes through tackling vacancy and as funding availability 
to acquire or to lease such properties is not a barrier in this, I hope that all public representatives 
will support local authorities to deliver further new social homes in this way.

  Question No. 791 answered with Question No. 785.

27/07/2021WRUU05200Departmental Expenditure
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27/07/2021WRUU05300792. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage the estimated full year cost of reinstating the local government fund to pre-2008 
levels. [41262/21]

27/07/2021WRUU05400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): I assume that the Question refers to general purpose grants (GPG) from 
the Local Government Fund. The Local Government Fund historically provided local authori-
ties with finance for funding some of their day-to-day activities, including elements of water 
services costs, through General Purpose Grant allocations; for non-national roads; and funding 
for certain local government initiatives. As a result of the introduction of Local Property Tax 
and the establishment of Irish Water, the local government funding model has changed consid-
erably and accordingly direct comparisons year on year are not practicable as the removal of 
water related expenditures previously incurred by local authorities must be recognised. 

In 2008 €979,228,405 was paid in General Purpose Grants to all Local Authorities. In 2021, 
it is anticipated that approximately €529.85m will be paid to Local Authorities in the form of 
Local Property Tax allocations. As indicated above, water-related funding, provided to local 
authorities as part of General Purpose Grants until 2013, is now dealt with separately through 
Irish Water.

27/07/2021WRUU05500Housing Policy

27/07/2021WRUU05600793. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage his views on the current standards applying to the building of apartments with specific 
reference to the reduced standards introduced in 2015 and 2018; if he plans to reverse these 
changes in order to improve fire safety, apartment size, outdoor space and mix of apartment 
size in order to make apartments and apartment living more sustainable; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41279/21]

27/07/2021WRUU05700Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): I wish to first clarify that reduced standards in respect of the building 
of apartments related to fire safety, apartment size, outdoor space or mix of apartment size, were 
not introduced in 2015 or 2018.

Updated planning guidelines for planning authorities in respect of apartment development 
were introduced in both 2015 and 2018.  The new elements of these guidelines primarily ad-
dressed matters that had not been considered in the preceding guidance document, which had 
been issued in 2007.

It is also important to point out that although referenced in apartment guidance, fire safety 
standards are separately and specifically addressed through Building Regulations, which are 
applied under a different legislative code to Planning.

The Building Regulations 1997-2019 set out minimum standards for the design and con-
struction of buildings and works to ensure the health and safety of people in and around such 
buildings. They are subject to ongoing review in the interests of safety and the well-being of 
persons in the built environment and to ensure that due regard is taken of changes in construc-
tion techniques, technological progress and innovation. 

Part B of the Building Regulations deals with Fire Safety. For buildings other than dwell-
ing houses, the associated Technical Guidance Document B 2006 provides guidance indicating 
how the requirements of Part B can be achieved in practice. Where works are carried out in 
accordance with TGD B, this will, prima facie, indicate compliance with Part B of the Second 
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Schedule of the Building Regulations.

A fundamental review of Part B (Fire Safety) is ongoing and will take note of Fire Safety in 
Ireland report (published in 2018), and consider common and emerging building trends, devel-
opments and events from a global perspective, matters relating to external fire spread, external 
fire resistance, internal fire resistance, cladding systems, sprinklers, etc. Changes in standards, 
including fire test standards and technological changes in areas such as materials and systems 
have necessitated a fundamental analysis of the provisions and assumptions contained in Tech-
nical Guidance Document B – Fire Safety.

In this context the Department established a Consultative Committee in December 2020 
to discuss the technical revision of Part B/TGD B. The Consultative Committee has met nine 
times to date, in addition to a number of sub-group meetings. Draft documentation, which 
includes Draft Building Regulations (Part B Amendment) Regulations 2021, Draft Technical 
Guidance Document B – Fire Safety 2021 and a Regulatory Impact Analysis, is currently being 
prepared to support a public consultation in the matter later this year.

In relation to planning guidelines, floor area standards for apartments are set out in the 
Sustainable Urban Housing: Design Standards for New Apartments Guidelines for Planning 
Authorities that were most recently updated in 2020.  Current floor areas standards remain un-
changed to those set out in previous versions of the guidance, in 2018, 2015 and in 2007, when 
current floor areas standards were first set.  

Apartment design parameters that the 2007 guidelines addressed only in general terms or 
not at all, include studio apartments, dual aspect ratios and the number of apartments per stair/
lift core and these were further detailed in 2015 and 2018.

Accordingly, the 2015 and 2018 guidelines specified planning policy requirements to ad-
dress a range of issues such as, inter alia, internal space standards for different types of apart-
ments, including studio apartments; dwelling mix, dual aspect ratios; floor to ceiling height; 
apartments to stair/lift core ratios; storage spaces and amenity spaces including balconies/pa-
tios.  

Moreover, since 2015, at least half of all apartments in apartment development proposals 
are required to be at least 10% larger than the minimum standard size and this remains the case.  
In general terms, Ireland’s apartment standards compare favourably with those elsewhere in 
Europe in terms of floor area and amenity space.

I am therefore satisfied that these guidelines are necessary and appropriate to give clear 
context and direction in relation to apartment design and I currently have no plans to review 
these guidelines.

27/07/2021WRVV00200Departmental Schemes

27/07/2021WRVV00300794. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
itage the schedule for the drawdown of URDF funding for Tralee and Killarney, County Kerry; 
the specific elements of each application that will be prioritised for development using the al-
located funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41297/21]

27/07/2021WRVV00400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Under Call 2 of the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF),  a total of €32,005,146 
has been provisionally allocated  for Kerry County Council’s successful Call 2 projects; Desti-
nation Killarney was allocated €16,068,429 while Positioning Tralee as a Regional Economic 
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Driver & Destination Town was allocated €15,936,717.

In the coming weeks, my Department will be in touch with Kerry County Council concern-
ing the arrangements and conditions attached to URDF support. 

While my Department works closely with the successful applicants in respect of project 
funding, responsibility for the advancement of URDF supported projects through the various 
stages of planning, development and completion is, in the first instance, a matter for the Spon-
soring Agency, in this case Kerry County Council. 

In this regard, it should be noted that all URDF supported projects must be carefully devel-
oped and managed by the Sponsoring Agency in accordance with the normal conditions and 
arrangements that apply to public sector managed projects including, exercising appropriate 
cost control and delivering projects as approved, and in full compliance with the Public Spend-
ing Code.  

27/07/2021WRVV00500Local Authorities

27/07/2021WRVV00600795. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the number of new local authority estate applications received by his Department in 
the past five years from Kerry County Council; the number that have been approved, allocated 
funding or constructed; the locations of each application; the number and type of units con-
tained in each; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41298/21]

27/07/2021WRVV00700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
My Department publishes a Social Housing Construction Status Report each quarter, which 
contains details of all social housing developments completed, under construction or at the 
planning and design stage in each local authority area including Kerry. The report provides de-
tails of the location of each project, the status and the number of units approved.  Information on 
the number and type of units in a particular development is not available centrally for reporting 
purposes. The most recent report, published on 28 May 2021, covers the period up to the end of 
Quarter 1 2021 and is available at the following link:

www.rebuildingireland.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Social-Housing-Construction-Sta-
tus-Report-Q1-2021.pdf

Since 2016, 563 homes across 59 schemes have been completed in County Kerry. There is 
also 402 homes across 20 schemes currently ‘Onsite’ with a further 42 homes across 6 schemes 
at various stages of the approval process as per this latest report.

The data pertaining to the Construction Status Report for Quarter 2 will be collated in the 
coming weeks and published shortly thereafter. 

27/07/2021WRVV00800Departmental Schemes

27/07/2021WRVV00900796. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage when the next round of the urban regeneration and development fund will open for 
applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41306/21]

27/07/2021WRVV01000Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
The Urban Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF) was launched in 2018 to support 
more compact and sustainable development.  The Fund is providing part-funding for projects 
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that will enable a greater proportion of residential and mixed-use development to be delivered 
within the existing built-up footprints of our cities and large towns, while also ensuring that 
more parts of our urban areas can become attractive and vibrant places in which people choose 
to live and work, as well as to invest and to visit.

To date there have been two Calls for proposals under the URDF with a total of €300m 
allocated to date in respect of the 87 projects approved under Call 1 while in March this year 
URDF funding support of €1.3 billion was announced in respect of 45 projects approved Call 2.

My Department’s immediate focus is on the early advancement of proposals approved un-
der Call 2. This being the case there are no plans at present for a further call for proposals.   

  Question No. 797 answered with Question No. 680.

27/07/2021WRVV01200Departmental Policies

27/07/2021WRVV01300798. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if he will support the establishment of a statutory Galway Bay taskforce that can co-
ordinate policies across local authorities, Departments and agencies to protect and preserve the 
ecology, coastline, and water quality of Galway Bay. [41374/21]

27/07/2021WRVV01400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
A framework exists for the protection of Ireland’s marine ecology, coastline and water quality 
through the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD). It is overseen by my Department 
while the National MSFD Steering Group made up of my Department  along with other Depart-
ments, agencies and representatives of civil society coordinates its implementation.

In tandem with this, Ireland’s first National Marine Planning Framework (NMPF) was 
launched by an Taoiseach on 1 July 2021, and is Ireland’s first comprehensive marine spatial 
planning framework. The NMPF brings together all marine-based human activities for the first 
time, outlining the Government’s vision, objectives and marine planning policies for each ma-
rine activity.

My Department has no plans to establish a taskforce as referred to in the question outside 
these structures.

27/07/2021WRVV01500Housing Schemes

27/07/2021WRVV01600799. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the details of the guidelines or circular provided to local authorities on administering the 
housing for older people grant and the housing aid for older people grant; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41414/21]

27/07/2021WRVV01700Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Housing Circular 41 of 2019, issued 20 December 2019, provided local authorities with revised 
guidelines for the operation of the Housing Adaptation Grant for Older People and People with 
a Disability scheme, in respect of private houses. This circular also included a revised single 
application form for use by all local authorities. 

The new form and guidelines cover the operation of the three grant schemes available, 
namely the Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability, the Mobility Aids Grant and 
the Housing Aid for Older People Grant, and came into effect from 1 February 2020.
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  Question No. 800 answered with Question No. 740.

27/07/2021WRVV01900Human Rights

27/07/2021WRVV02000801. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if the Human Rights Im-
plementation Group under the Irish National Action Plan on Business and Human Rights, has 
recommended including mandatory human rights due diligence mechanisms in line with simi-
lar provisions in other countries as he suggested in Dáil Éireann on 5 March, 2020 (details sup-
plied); if these mechanisms will be employed by Ireland in the case of trade with the Cerrejón 
mine in Colombia; if he has engaged with the ESB on the Cerrejón issue; if imports of coal are 
continuing from Colombia to Ireland, including the Moneypoint plant in County Clare; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39073/21]

27/07/2021WRVV02100Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The role of the Implementation 
Group for the National Plan on Business and Human Rights is to focus on the implementation 
of the commitments made in the National Plan. These include a series of commitments in rela-
tion to human rights due diligence. 

Implementation of the National Plan is ongoing. Recent achievements include the publica-
tion of new guidance on business and human rights for business enterprises and accompanying 
webinars, all of which are available on my Department’s website.

While my Department provides the secretariat to the multi-stakeholder Implementation 
Group, the National Plan is a whole of Government plan. Moreover, implementation of the 
United Nations Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights requires wide engagement 
from across Government, the business sector and wider society.  

The European Commission is currently finalising proposals for a legislative initiative in re-
lation to sustainable corporate governance. These are expected to include EU-wide mandatory 
social, human rights and environmental due diligence requirements in relation to the supply 
chains of business enterprises.  I understand that the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment, as lead Department, is following developments closely. 

In relation to the Deputy’s questions regarding the ESB and importation of coal from the 
Cerrejón mine in Colombia, policy responsibility with regard to the ESB and importation of 
coal falls outside the remit of my Department.   Detail on any current developments may be 
available from the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications as the ESB’s 
parent Department.

27/07/2021WRVV02200Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRVV02300802. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the steps he will take to 
help alleviate the Covid-19 crisis in Uganda; the level of PPE, treatments and vaccines that 
Ireland can assist Uganda to rapidly access; his views on the Covid-19 assistance to Irish Aid’s 
other partner countries and to the other countries described to be experiencing devastating con-
ditions such as Paraguay and Peru; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39076/21]

27/07/2021WRVV02400821. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the aid including 
pieces of medical equipment and vaccines Ireland is offering to countries including Tunisia that 
are struggling to combat Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39566/21]

27/07/2021WRVV02500Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 



27 July 2021

407

802 and 821 together.

Our response to the COVID pandemic in Africa, as elsewhere, is informed by Ireland’s 
commitment to reach the furthest behind first, set out in the international development policy, 
‘A Better World’ and reiterated in the Africa Strategy.

Building on Ireland’s strong track record over many years of strengthening healthcare sys-
tems across Africa, Ireland took the lead to ensure effective co-ordinated international action to 
support the COVID-19 response of several African states.

Ireland was the first bilateral donor in 2020 in Uganda to release funding amounting to €1.8 
million to the World Health Organisation (WHO) to support the country’s COVID response 
plan, which enabled the procurement of 145,000 COVID-19 test kits and lifesaving equipment 
by the WHO.

In responding to COVID-19 in Uganda, Ireland is working to mitigate the impact of the 
pandemic on the most vulnerable and economically disadvantaged by supporting the provision 
of social welfare grants to senior citizens and the provision of cash and food to Uganda’s 1.4 
million refugees, as well as education and training. COVID-19 has increased the vulnerability 
of refugees and Ireland’s response has included the doubling of financial support to the UN’s 
World Food Programme in Uganda to €2m in 2020 and 2021.  

In 2021, through the Irish Aid programme, Ireland has allocated approximately €100 mil-
lion to global public health. Some €5 million of this has gone directly to support COVID-19 
vaccines for developing countries. €4 million of this has been in direct support to the COV-
ID-19 Vaccine Global Access (COVAX) Facility. In some instances, Irish Aid support to health 
systems to cope with the pandemic has been supplemented with support from the HSE Global 
Health Programme. 

Ireland’s support sits within the broader Team Europe response. While the EU and Member 
States have committed over €3.2 billion to COVAX, clearly still much more needs to be done. 
COVAX is beginning to show some real results, shipping over 129 million vaccines to 136 
participant countries as of mid-July, including more than a million doses delivered to Uganda; 
almost 930,000 doses to Tunisia, more than 1.6 million doses to Peru; and more than 300,000 
doses delivered to Paraguay. Further support to COVAX before the end of the year is under con-
sideration. Over recent months, Ireland has also shipped equipment and drugs directly to India, 
Brazil and Nepal, from HSE supplies. Those supplies are now exhausted.

Complementary to our work with EU partners and multilateral agencies, such as Gavi and 
the Global Fund, Ireland has been working with partner countries for many years to strengthen 
their health systems and build preparedness capacity, such as our support in 2019 for Ebola 
preparedness in Uganda. This pandemic has reinforced the importance of such efforts, and the 
need for further concerted action to build national capacities.

27/07/2021WRVV02600Passport Services

27/07/2021WRVV02700803. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when a passport will be 
issued to a person (details supplied); the reason the due date on the online passport tracker has 
not been updated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39090/21]

27/07/2021WRVV02800807. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when a passport 
will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39170/21]
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27/07/2021WRVV02900808. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when a passport 
will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39172/21]

27/07/2021WRVV03000811. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if a passport 
application by a person (details supplied) will be expedited given the extended length of time 
they have waited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39280/21]

27/07/2021WRVV03100813. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if a passport application 
by a person (details supplied) will be examined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39347/21]

27/07/2021WRVV03200814. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when a passport 
will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39358/21]

27/07/2021WRVV03300817. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of passport ap-
plications by persons (details supplied); the turnaround time; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39451/21]

27/07/2021WRVV03400818. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when a passport 
will issue in the case a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39511/21]

27/07/2021WRVV03500819. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when a passport will 
issue for a person (details supplied) in County Mayo; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39513/21]

27/07/2021WRVV03600822. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will examine the 
passport application by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39575/21]

27/07/2021WRVV03700823. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of a passport ap-
plication by a person (details supplied); the turnaround timeframe; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39586/21]

27/07/2021WRVV03800824. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if the passport appli-
cation of a person (details supplied) will be examined; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39652/21]

27/07/2021WRVV03900827. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of a passport ap-
plication by a person (details supplied); the reason it has taken five months to complete; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39707/21]

27/07/2021WRVV04000828. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when a passport will 
issue for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39730/21]

27/07/2021WRVV04100829. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when a passport will 
issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39744/21]

27/07/2021WRVV04300830. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if the passport appli-
cation by a person (details supplied) will be examined; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39759/21]

27/07/2021WRVV04400831. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if the passport appli-
cation of a person (details supplied) will be examined; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [39800/21]

27/07/2021WRVV04500832. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if a passport will 
issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39810/21]

27/07/2021WRVV04600838. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if the passport appli-
cation of a person (details supplied) will be examined; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40091/21]

27/07/2021WRVV04700841. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when passports 
will issue in the case persons (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40207/21]

27/07/2021WRVV04800842. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if the passport appli-
cation of a person (details supplied) will be examined; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40227/21]

27/07/2021WRVV04900855. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when a passport 
will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [40483/21]

27/07/2021WRVV05000856. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of a passport 
application for a person (details supplied). [40491/21]

27/07/2021WRVV05100865. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if the passport appli-
cation of a person (details supplied) will be examined; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40876/21]

27/07/2021WRVV05200871. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if a matter regarding 
the case of a passport for a baby (details supplied) will be addressed. [40912/21]

27/07/2021WRVV05300877. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of a passport 
application by a person (details supplied). [41096/21]

27/07/2021WRVV05400878. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of a passport 
application for a person (details supplied). [41393/21]

27/07/2021WRVV05500Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
803, 807, 808, 811, 813, 814, 817, 818, 819, 822, 823, 824, 827, 828, 829, 830, 831, 832, 838, 
841, 842, 855, 856, 865, 871, 877 and 878 together.

With regard to the specific applications about which the Deputies have enquired, the Pass-
port Service was in contact with the customers to provide an update on the status of the passport 
applications.

The Passport Service scaled up operational levels on 4 May 2021, in line with the phased 
easing of restrictions set out in “COVID-19 Resilience and Recovery 2021 – The Plan Ahead”.

Passport Online will continue to be the priority channel given the efficiencies that are in-
built into the system for both the applicant and the Passport Service. The processing of an on-
line application is up to four times as fast as a paper application. In addition, the use of Passport 
Online can facilitate social distancing, given that a renewal application for an adult does not 
require the signature of a witness.

Passport Online can be accessed by first time applicants, both children and adults, in Ire-
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land, Northern Ireland, Great Britain, Europe, Australia, Canada, New Zealand and the USA. 
All Irish citizens, including children, can use the online system to renew their passports from 
anywhere in the world.

The Passport Tracker provides an estimated issue by date for a passport.  In the event that 
any applicant has urgent or emergency reasons for requiring a passport, they should contact the 
Passport Service’s Customer Service Hub, by phone or WebChat to make the Passport Service 
aware of their situation.

27/07/2021WRVV05600Passport Services

27/07/2021WRVV05700804. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of passport 
applications currently delayed due to Covid-19 restrictions; when the backlog will be cleared; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39094/21]

27/07/2021WRVV05800806. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when he plans for the 
Passport Office to reopen. [39145/21]

27/07/2021WRVV05900815. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the timeframe for all back-
logged applications for passports to be cleared; the emergency procedures in place for persons 
who must undertake travel to other countries but are affected by the current delays in passport 
application processing and by the delays in the registration of births as a result of the cyberat-
tack; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39400/21]

27/07/2021WRVV06000835. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of the 
current reopening of the Passport Office; the number of applications and renewals outstanding; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39838/21]

27/07/2021WRVV06100836. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of passport 
applications currently waiting to be processed; the number that are overdue; the number that 
would need to be done on a weekly basis to get on top of the backlog; and the resources that 
were allocated to the passport office to get through the backlog. [39857/21]

27/07/2021WRVV06200846. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of standard 
passport applications and renewals that have been processed to date in 2021; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40232/21]

27/07/2021WRVV06300847. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of standard 
passport applications and renewals that are currently awaiting processing to date in 2021; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40233/21]

27/07/2021WRVV06400848. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of standard 
passport applications that are awaiting processing to date in 2021, by county in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40234/21]

27/07/2021WRVV06500849. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the current turnaround 
times for new passport applications and passport renewals broken down by online and paper 
applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40235/21]

27/07/2021WRVV06600850. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when the passport office in 
Dublin will be reopening for appointments for the rapid renewal passport service; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40236/21]

27/07/2021WRVV06700852. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when both the 
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Cork and Dublin passport offices will reopen to the public given that international travel has 
resumed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40303/21]

27/07/2021WRVV06800857. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when the passport offices will 
reopen. [40592/21]

27/07/2021WRVV06900876. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the current passport 
office backlog of passport applications; his plans to address these delays specifically in rela-
tion to expediting child passport applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41020/21]

27/07/2021WRVV07000Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
804, 806, 815, 835, 836, 846, 847, 848, 849, 850, 852, 857 and 876 together.

The Passport Service commenced the scaling up of operations on 4 May 2021 in line with 
the phased easing of restrictions set out in “COVID-19 Resilience and Recovery 2021 – The 
Plan Ahead”.

The Service has been focused since then on four priority areas.

- Clearing the COVID-19 backlog of 89,000 passport applications.

- Processing all adult renewal applications (including new applications) within 10 working 
days.

- Processing urgent and emergency applications.

- Providing customer services through our telephone and WebChat team.

Very substantial progress has been made in clearing the COVID-19 backlog: all backlog ap-
plications which were completed properly have been processed and related passports issued. As 
regards incomplete COVID-19 backlog applications, the Passport Service has been in contact 
with the applicants regarding the need to send in outstanding documents. Once all outstanding 
required documentation is received, issuance of passports will be expedited.

The Passport Service has issued approximately 375,000 passports to date in 2021.

The number of applications in the system currently stands at approximately 112,000 book 
and card applications. The applications can be split as incomplete applications standing at 
50,000 (where the Passport Service is awaiting further documentation), with 62,000 applica-
tions with the Passport Service. These figures are accurate to 22 July 2021.

The approximate number of online applications per county under process currently in the 
system is set out in the table below.

County Applications 
ANTRIM 4,878 
ARMAGH 1,036 
CARLOW 495 
CAVAN 592 
CLARE 910 
CORK 4,596 
DERRY 1,495 
DONEGAL 1,176 
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DOWN 3,322 
DUBLIN 15,250 
FERMANAGH 365 
GALWAY 2,268 
KERRY 1,122 
KILDARE 2,393 
KILKENNY 727 
LAOIS 691 
LEITRIM 234 
LIMERICK 1,707 
LONGFORD 365 
LOUTH 1,294 
MAYO 963 
MEATH 2,058 
MONAGHAN 419 
OFFALY 549 
ROSCOMMON 465 
SLIGO 489 
TIPPERARY 1,212 
TYRONE 1,186 
WATERFORD 955 
WESTMEATH 685 
WEXFORD 1,193 
WICKLOW 1,432 
These figures are correct to 22 July 2021.

The average possessing time or wait time for a new passport varies depending on a number 
of key factors including;

- The nature of the application - first time application or a renewal of existing.

- Whether a passport is for a minor or an adult.

- If the application is completed correctly and supported by all necessary documentation in 
the first instance.

- If the photograph supplied by the applicant met the criteria as described in detail on the 
application website.

The onus is on the applicant to provide documentation demonstrating their entitlement to an 
Irish passport. Birth Certificates which are issued by the General Register Office (GRO) must 
be submitted in support of a passport application to prove this entitlement. Neither Baptismal 
Certificates nor any other non-civil form of documentation can be considered in support of a 
first time passport application.

With regard to Passport Online applications, the average time currently for simple adult 
renewals is 10 working days; complex renewals, including children, is 15 working days and 40 
working days for first time applicants.

Passport Express resumed processing on 19 July. The current estimated turnaround time for 
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these applications is eight weeks.

Passport Online will continue to be the priority channel given the efficiencies that are in-
built into the system for both the applicant and the Passport Service. The processing of an on-
line application is up to four times as fast as a paper application. In addition, the use of Passport 
Online can facilitate social distancing, given that a renewal application for an adult does not 
require the signature of a witness.

Passport Online can be accessed by first time applicants, both children and adults, in Ire-
land, Northern Ireland, Great Britain, Europe, Australia, Canada, New Zealand and the USA. 
All Irish citizens, including children, can use the online system to renew their passports from 
anywhere in the world.

The Public Offices in Dublin and Cork are closed at the moment. This is to allow all of our 
staff work on processing passport applications. Customers should not attend our public offices 
as they will not be able to speak to a member of staff or submit documents.

In the event that any applicant has urgent or emergency reasons for requiring a passport, 
they should contact the Passport Service’s Customer Service Hub, by phone or WebChat, to 
make the Passport Service aware of their situation

27/07/2021WRVV07100Hydraulic Fracturing

27/07/2021WRVV07200805. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if Ireland will jointly 
place a resolution before the UN General Assembly in advance of the COP26 Summit calling 
for a global ban on fracking; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39097/21]

27/07/2021WRVV07300Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Programme for Government 
makes clear that the Government does not support the importation of fracked gas.  Following 
upon a commitment in the Programme for Government, the Government published a Policy 
Statement on May 2021 which outlines both constraints and opportunities for Government 
action in this area, including in the context of Ireland’s obligations as a Member State of the 
European Union.

In relation to the United Nations General Assembly it is important that any proposed Reso-
lution garner sufficient Member State support to be passed by a clear majority in the General 
Assembly. At this time I do not believe from our soundings on the ground that this support cur-
rently exists. A failed Resolution would set back progress on this important issue. The work of 
building support must continue.

Nevertheless, the Government is committed to taking action in ways which are consistent 
with the proposed Resolution. In the short term, the revision of the European Union’s Gas Di-
rective and Gas Regulation provides an opportunity to build consensus within the EU, itself an 
important constituency for any work at the UN.  

Separately, upcoming climate related events provide an opportunity to advance understand-
ing of international dynamics around this proposal. Such events include the United Nations 
High-Level Dialogue on Energy in September 2021, the Conference of Parties to the United 
Nations Convention on Biological Diversity to be held in October 2021 (COP15), the Confer-
ence of Parties to United National Framework Convention on Climate Change in November 
2021 (COP26), the Conference of Parties to the United Nations Convention to Combat Deserti-
fication (date TBC), and the United Nations Ocean Conference to be held in 2022.  This will 
complement Ireland’s engagement on the Climate and Security agenda during our term on the 
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Security Council.  

  Question No. 806 answered with Question No. 804.

  Question No. 807 answered with Question No. 803.

  Question No. 808 answered with Question No. 803.

27/07/2021WRVV07700Passport Services

27/07/2021WRVV07800809. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the amount of funding 
provided to date through his Department to UNESCO for its programme on comprehensive 
sexuality education; the countries in Africa that have been and will be supported by such fund-
ing; if his attention has been drawn to the actual content of the programme; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39189/21]

27/07/2021WRVV07900Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department has supported 
the UNESCO programme, Our Rights, Our Lives, Our Future (O3), since 2017. supporting 
the empowerment, health and resilience of adolescents and young people across Sub-Saharan 
Africa. Ireland has provided €1,850,000 in funding to-date, to support programming in four 
African countries; Ethiopia, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe. €500,000 further funding to the 
programme is planned for 2022.  This support is in line with A Better World, the Government’s 
policy for international development and is part of the Irish Aid international development pro-
gramme.

27/07/2021WRVV08000Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRVV08100810. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the provision that 
has been made for EU Digital COVID Certificates for Irish citizens who have been vaccinated 
in Canada and the United States of America; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39207/21]

27/07/2021WRVV08200Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I can advise the Deputy that my 
Department continues to work closely with the Department of An Taoiseach, the Department of 
Health and the HSE, the Department of Justice, the Office of the Government Chief Information 
Officer, Government Information Services, and the Department of Transport in relation to the 
EU Digital COVID Certificate. As the Deputy will appreciate, specific questions around issu-
ance of EU Digital COVID Certificates to individual citizens are a matter for other Departments 
as appropriate. 

I can advise that the EU Digital COVID Certificate (DCC) is proof (in digital or paper 
format) that an individual has been vaccinated against COVID-19, has received a negative CO-
VID-19 test result or has recovered from COVID-19 in the last 6 months. The DCC will help 
individuals travel safely and more easily within the EU/EEA during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The DCC is valid in all EU Member States, including Ireland, and provided by the Member 
State within which the vaccination, COVID-19 test, or recovery took place. Each individual 
Member State decides on how to use the DCC as part of their own national public health mea-
sures and the information in relation to individual countries is available on reopen.europa.eu.

The EU Regulation gives the option to issue vaccination certificates to persons vaccinated 
elsewhere, with EMA approved vaccines, upon receipt of appropriate proof. The main devel-
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opment focus, at the moment, is on the delivery of the obligations of the EU Regulation with 
respect of persons who received a vaccination or a test in Ireland. Arrangements for provision 
of vaccination certificates to persons not vaccinated in Ireland will be actively considered once 
the initial roll-out is in place. 

With regard to passengers arriving from outside the EU, Ireland is in broad alignment with 
the EU approach to non-essential travel from Third Countries. Any quarantine requirements, 
where applicable, will depend on the specific country of origin and the public health situation in 
that jurisdiction. Information on travel to Ireland from outside the EU is available at: 

 www.gov.ie/en/publication/77952-government-advice-on-international-travel/#passengers-
arriving-into-ireland-from-outside-eu-iceland-lichtenstein-norway-switzerland 

  Question No. 811 answered with Question No. 803.

27/07/2021WRVV08400Asylum Seekers

27/07/2021WRVV08500812. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his views on the Euro-
pean Commissioner for Home Affairs statement calling on Greece to stop the practice of push-
backs forcing refugees and migrants back to Turkey instead of allowing them into the country; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39303/21]

27/07/2021WRVV08600Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I can assure the Deputy that I 
am committed to continuing to work with our EU partners, including Greece, to resolve these 
specific issues and to ensure that humanitarian and legal obligations are fully met.

Border control measures across Europe must be without prejudice to the rights of refugees 
and other people requesting international protection. While Member States have the sovereign 
right to control entry into their territory, they must exercise this right in line with the provisions 
of the European Convention on Human Rights.

It is also imperative that our international partners, such as Turkey, stand by their commit-
ments to prevent irregular departures and to facilitate return operations without delay.

On the wider migration issue, I have consistently ensured that Ireland voices its support for 
EU efforts to put in place more effective and humane arrangements to manage the migratory 
pressures which the EU continues to face. The EU Commission’s “New Pact on Migration and 
Asylum” represents an opportunity to renew efforts to put in place such arrangements. This pro-
posal from the Commission includes a new independent monitoring mechanism for all Member 
States which would examine any reports of ‘pushbacks’ at the borders. While discussions on 
the Pact are continuing, Ireland will continue to be a constructive participant in trying to find 
sustainable solutions to the wider migration issue, involving consensus among Member States 
and based on a balance of solidarity and responsibility.  

  Question No. 813 answered with Question No. 803.

  Question No. 814 answered with Question No. 803.

  Question No. 815 answered with Question No. 804.

27/07/2021WRWW00400Covid-19 Pandemic
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27/07/2021WRWW00500816. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the status of the avail-
ability for the EU Digital COVID Certificate to Irish citizens in Northern Ireland; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39411/21]

27/07/2021WRWW00600Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): As the Deputy will be aware, my 
Department continues to work closely with the Department of An Taoiseach, the Department of 
Health and the HSE, the Department of Justice, the Office of the Government Chief Information 
Officer, Government Information Services, and the Department of Transport in relation to the 
EU Digital COVID Certificate. As the Deputy will appreciate, specific questions around provi-
sion of EU Digital COVID Certificates to individual citizens are a matter for other Departments 
as appropriate.

I can advise that the EU Digital COVID Certificate is proof that individuals have either been 
vaccinated against COVID-19, received a negative COVID-19 test result, or recovered from 
COVID-19 within the last six months and has been introduced to help recipients to travel safely 
and more easily within the EU during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The DCC is valid in all EU Member States, including Ireland, and provided by the Member 
State within which the vaccination, COVID-19 test, or recovery took place. Each individual 
Member State decides on how to use the DCC as part of their own national public health mea-
sures and the information in relation to individual countries is available on reopen.europa.eu.

The EU Regulation gives the option to issue vaccination certificates to persons vaccinated 
elsewhere, with EMA approved vaccines, upon receipt of appropriate proof. The main devel-
opment focus, at the moment, is on the delivery of the obligations of the EU Regulation with 
respect of persons who received a vaccination or a test in Ireland. Arrangements for provision 
of vaccination certificates to persons not vaccinated in Ireland, including Irish passport holders 
vaccinated in Northern Ireland, will be actively considered once the initial roll-out is in place. 

Information on the DCC is available on www.gov.ie/en/publication/3a698-eu-digital-covid-
certificate/, while gov.ie - Government advice on international travel (www.gov.ie) has the lat-
est advice on travelling to and from Ireland. Passengers arriving or departing Northern Ireland 
via Dublin airport need to adhere to the guidelines for arriving in and out of Ireland. 

For those who intend on travelling from Ireland and require a negative test result certificate 
this can be accessed through private providers. 

  Question No. 817 answered with Question No. 803.

  Question No. 818 answered with Question No. 803.

  Question No. 819 answered with Question No. 803.

27/07/2021WRWW01000Passport Services

27/07/2021WRWW01100820. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will advise on a 
matter in relation to digital passports and travel (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39518/21]

27/07/2021WRWW01200Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I can advise the Deputy that my 
Department continues to work closely with the Department of An Taoiseach, the Department of 
Health and the HSE, the Department of Justice, the Office of the Government Chief Information 
Officer, Government Information Services, and the Department of Transport in relation to the 
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EU Digital COVID Certificate. As the Deputy will appreciate, specific questions around issu-
ance of EU Digital COVID Certificates to individual citizens are a matter for other Departments 
as appropriate. 

As the Deputy will be aware, requirements for passengers arriving in other jurisdictions are 
a matter for the authorities there. Individuals considering travel abroad are advised to monitor 
the official advice and information provided by the authorities at their destination, including 
any restrictions on arrival. Information about entry restrictions currently applied by other coun-
tries is available on my Department’s country-specific travel advice pages. While the European 
Digital COVID Certificate is now in operation, each country continues to be responsible for the 
definition of its own entry requirements and rules, which are not standardised at the EU level. 
Anyone planning travel within the EU/EEA is advised to consult the Re-open EU for country-
specific requirements.

Individuals with urgent queries regarding an EU-DCC can call the EU DCC helpline, which 
is open Monday – Friday, on 1800 807 008. Those outside Ireland can call +353 76888 5513.

  Question No. 821 answered with Question No. 802.

  Question No. 822 answered with Question No. 803.

  Question No. 823 answered with Question No. 803.

  Question No. 824 answered with Question No. 803.

27/07/2021WRWW01700Citizenship Applications

27/07/2021WRWW01800825. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the progress to date 
in the determination of an application for citizenship in the case of a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39672/21]

27/07/2021WRWW01900840. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs when the For-
eign Births Registration Office will recommence the assessment of applications such as in the 
case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40196/21]

27/07/2021WRWW02000Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
825 and 840 together.

My Department is responsible for citizenship by descent through the Foreign Births Reg-
ister. Prior to COVID-19 it took twelve to eighteen months to process applications. This was 
due to the complex nature of FBR applications and the very high volume of applications due 
to Brexit.

The applications referenced were received and are currently waiting to be processed. All 
documentation submitted is being stored in a secure environment.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Passport Service has had to prioritise the provision 
of emergency passport services, in full compliance with Government guidelines. The Passport 
Service commenced the scaling up of operations on 4 May 2021 in line with the phased easing 
of restrictions set out in “COVID-19 Resilience and Recovery 2021 – The Plan Ahead”.

The Passport Service will resume processing FBR applications as soon as possible. The 
Department is committed to allocating further resources to this service to assist with the high 
volume of applications when regular processing resumes with a focus on reducing turnaround 
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times to pre COVID-19 levels by the end of 2021. In the meantime, in cases of exceptional 
urgency applicants may continue to contact the Passport Service directly.

27/07/2021WRWW02100Human Rights

27/07/2021WRWW02200826. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the actions his Depart-
ment and the Government are taking to address the recent laws passed by the Hungarian Gov-
ernment repressing LGBTIQ+ rights; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39694/21]

27/07/2021WRWW02300Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am very concerned about this 
recent change to Hungary’s laws and its potential to harm the rights and freedoms of the LG-
BTQI+ community in Hungary, particularly young people. Statements by myself and the Min-
ister of State for European Affairs, Thomas Byrne T.D., following the Hungarian Assembly’s 
passage of this legislation, made clear Ireland’s concerns about this attack on LGBTQI+ rights 
in Hungary. 

On 14 July, I also responded directly by letter to Hungary’s Minister of Justice, Judit Varga, 
to reiterate our strong concerns about the recent changes to the law and called on the Hungarian 
government and parliament to reconsider the introduction of the law in line with their obliga-
tions under Article 2 of the EU Treaties and the EU’s Charter of Fundamental Rights.  

Ireland co-signed a declaration led by the Benelux countries at the June General Affairs 
Council meeting which expressed grave concern at Hungary’s use of child protection as a pre-
text for introducing measures that violate freedom of expression and other rights as enshrined 
in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, and unjustifiably target the LG-
BTQI+ community.

Ireland also actively participated at the Article 7 hearing on Hungary’s adherence to EU 
values at the June General Affairs Council.  We made clear our view that legislation of this kind 
was fundamentally incompatible with EU values.

An Taoiseach, Micheál Martin, also joined with fifteen of his EU counterparts in co-signing 
a statement on 24 June at the European Council meeting, vowing to continue fighting against 
discrimination towards the LGBTQI+ community and reaffirming their commitment to the de-
fence of their fundamental rights.

Ireland also supports the recent action by the European Commission to send a letter of for-
mal notice to the Government of Hungary, the first step in EU infringement procedures, in con-
nection with the recently passed legislation. I hope that the Hungarian government will engage 
constructively with the European Commission as part of this formal procedure. My Department 
will continue to monitor developments in connection with this ongoing process.  

In addition, our Embassy in Budapest has actively supported statements of concern made 
locally by like-minded partners and has registered its deep concern about this law and its im-
plications for equality and human rights. The Embassy coordinated this year’s statement by 
Embassies in Hungary supporting the Budapest Pride Parade and also attended the Parade, 
which took place on 24 July, in order to demonstrate support and solidarity with the LGBTQI+ 
community in Hungary.  

Ireland will continue to engage on this issue and will reiterate our call for the Hungarian 
Government to reconsider the introduction of this law.

  Question No. 827 answered with Question No. 803.
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  Question No. 828 answered with Question No. 803.

  Question No. 829 answered with Question No. 803.

  Question No. 830 answered with Question No. 803.

  Question No. 831 answered with Question No. 803.

  Question No. 832 answered with Question No. 803.

27/07/2021WRWW03000Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRWW03100833. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if Ireland will use its influ-
ence in the EU to ensure the Indian Government is aware of Ireland’s concern over its handling 
of the Covid-19 crisis in India and the high death toll there; if he will urge the EU to ensure that 
future trade deals and so on are contingent on vaccines been available to all citizens in India; if 
funds donated to a fund (details supplied) will be open for full scrutiny as to their dispersal and 
use; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39831/21]

27/07/2021WRWW03200Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I wish to express my sympathy to 
the people of India at the suffering that they are enduring from the devastating consequences of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, particularly since the second wave at the end of April.

The impact of Covid-19 on India was one of the key agenda items for an EU Leader’s meet-
ing with Prime Minister Modi held on 8 May in Porto, which the Taoiseach attended in person.  

During the meeting the Taoiseach and EU Leaders spoke with Prime Minister Modi about 
the difficulties caused by the Covid-19 pandemic and they expressed their deep sympathy to 
those affected, in particular the families of the victims. EU Leaders and Prime Minister Modi 
committed to defeating the pandemic through global cooperation and solidarity and underlined 
their commitment to work together to ensure a better, safer, sustainable and inclusive recovery. 

They committed support for safe, equitable and affordable access to vaccines, recognising 
the role of extensive immunisation as a global public good.  

The EU’s contribution to vaccine production and their substantial support to the COVAX 
Facility was noted, as was the EU’s support and assistance to India which was coordinated 
through the EU Civil Protection Mechanism.  Ireland contributed significantly to this initiative 
by sending two consignments of medical supplies and equipment to India.

All adult Indian citizens can now register for a vaccine. Of course, India’s large population 
and geographical size present an immense challenge to the effective distribution of vaccines. 

In Porto, Leaders also gave a renewed commitment to further engagement on EU-India 
trade negotiations, which will now be taken forward. Ireland looks forward to progress in these 
negotiations, which are separate to the issue of vaccine availability.

Embassy New Delhi is aware of the PM Cares Fund which is a public charity in India for 
private donations. The Fund is overseen by a Board of Trustees which includes Prime Minister 
Modi as well as the Minister of Defence, Minister of Home Affairs and Minister of Finance. I 
understand that the fund will also be externally audited.

27/07/2021WRXX00200Foreign Conflicts
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27/07/2021WRXX00300834. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if his attention has been 
drawn to political unrest in Durban, KwaZulu, Natal, South Africa; his views on this violence; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39832/21]

27/07/2021WRXX00400Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am deeply concerned by the 
recent civil unrest that has taken place in South Africa, which has led to the deaths of at least 
330 individuals and caused significant disruption to essential services and to the South African 
economy. 

The extent of the damage caused is still emerging, but estimates indicate that the unrest in 
KwaZulu-Natal and Gauteng provinces has left 150,000 jobs at risk and could cost the country 
R50 billion rand (almost €3 billion euro) in lost output. Key infrastructure, including schools 
and health centres, has been damaged and the severe disruption to supply chains has led to 
shortages of basic food supplies and fuel. The unrest has also impacted on the country’s CO-
VID-19 vaccination rollout, which is of particular concern as South Africa continues to face a 
third wave of COVID-19 infection. 

I am pleased to see that the unrest has subsided, and am encouraged to see the people of 
South Africa participating in clean-up efforts in recent days. South Africa faces complex social 
and economic challenges, and these displays of solidarity are important to build social cohesion 
and reduce tensions.

I welcome the efforts of the South African Government to provide relief and their efforts 
to reduce tensions and maintain security and the rule of law. I echo the calls from the United 
Nations and the European Union for all law enforcement agencies to act proportionately and to 
respect human rights while they tackle these complex incidents.

South Africa is a close friend of Ireland and home to over 35,000 Irish citizens. Our Em-
bassy in South Africa will continue to monitor developments closely, and is in regular commu-
nication with EU partners in Pretoria, as well as with the South African authorities. 

  Question No. 835 answered with Question No. 804.

  Question No. 836 answered with Question No. 804.

27/07/2021WRXX00700Departmental Bodies

27/07/2021WRXX00800837. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the agencies and State 
organisations under his Department that are receiving State funding and that do not have to de-
clare salaries of employees under the 2016 code of governance; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40036/21]

27/07/2021WRXX00900Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): There are no agencies or State 
organisations under my Department. 

  Question No. 838 answered with Question No. 803.

27/07/2021WRXX01100Passport Services

27/07/2021WRXX01200839. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the steps a person 
(details supplied) must take to have the person’s full title on the person’s passport. [40154/21]
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27/07/2021WRXX01300Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Passports are internationally 
recognised travel documents that attest to the identity and nationality of the bearer.  The inclu-
sion of titles such as Mr., Mrs., Dr., Rev., and Sir are not facilitated by the Passport Service as 
these are not required on a Passport to attest to a bearers identify or nationality.

  Question No. 840 answered with Question No. 825.

  Question No. 841 answered with Question No. 803.

  Question No. 842 answered with Question No. 803.

27/07/2021WRXX01700Foreign Birth Registration

27/07/2021WRXX01800843. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of applications 
for foreign birth registration that are currently awaiting processing; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40229/21]

27/07/2021WRXX01900844. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the number of foreign birth 
registration applications that were received and processed in each of the years 2016 to 2020 
and to date in 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40230/21]

27/07/2021WRXX02000845. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the reason applications 
for foreign birth registration are still on hold; when it is likely that applications will resume 
processing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40231/21]

27/07/2021WRXX02100Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
843 to 845, inclusive, together.

My Department is responsible for citizenship by descent through the Foreign Births Reg-
ister. Prior to COVID-19 it took twelve to eighteen months to process applications. This was 
due to the complex nature of FBR applications and the very high volume of applications due 
to Brexit.

At present, there are just over 30,000 applications in the Foreign Births Registration (FBR) 
system that await processing. With regard to the specific query on applications received and 
processed, please see the following table.

Year Number of applications 
made online 

Number of applications 
processed 

2016 14,000 8,000 
2017 20,000 18,000 
2018 25,000 17,000 
2019 32,000 18,000 
2020 17,000 12,000 
2021 (year to date) 8,000   3,000 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Passport Service has had to prioritise the provision of 

emergency passport services, in full compliance with the Government guidelines. The Passport 
Service commenced the scaling up of operations on 4 May 2021 in line with the phased easing 
of restrictions set out in “COVID-19 Resilience and Recovery 2021 – The Plan Ahead”.

The Service has been focused since then on four priority areas:

- Clearing the COVID-19 backlog of 89,000 passport applications.
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- Processing all adult renewal applications (including new applications) within 10 working 
days.

- Processing urgent and emergency applications.

- Providing customer services through our telephone and web chat team.

Very substantial progress has been made in clearing the COVID-19 backlog: all backlog 
applications which were completed properly have been processed and related passports issued.

The Passport Service will resume processing FBR applications as soon as possible. The 
Department is committed to allocating further resources to this service to assist with the high 
volume of applications when regular processing resumes with a focus on reducing turnaround 
times to pre COVID-19 levels by the end of 2021. 

In the meantime, in cases of exceptional urgency applicants may continue to contact the 
Passport Service directly using email address: travelemergency@dfat.ie.

  Question No. 844 answered with Question No. 843.

  Question No. 845 answered with Question No. 843.

  Question No. 846 answered with Question No. 804.

  Question No. 847 answered with Question No. 804.

  Question No. 848 answered with Question No. 804.

  Question No. 849 answered with Question No. 804.

  Question No. 850 answered with Question No. 804.

27/07/2021WRXX02900Passport Services

27/07/2021WRXX03000851. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will set up a direct 
inquiry line for the passport office for Deputies; the current procedure for Deputies’ representa-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40237/21]

27/07/2021WRXX03100Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department takes the quality 
and standard of our interactions with the public and their elected representatives very seriously. 
Whether it is through the provision of consular or passport services to Irish citizens, at home 
and abroad, or answering queries from members of the public or their elected representatives, 
my Department has produced several policies underpinning its desire to provide excellent cus-
tomer service.

Deputies with specific queries regarding passport applications can be directed in the first 
instance to Minister Coveney at Minister@dfa.ie or via Parliamentary Question for appropriate 
response.

Interactions through correspondence, with members of the Oireachtas and members of the 
public, are primarily governed by my Department’s Customer Service Charter. It outlines my 
Department’s commitment to:

- Being responsive and professional in dealing with all correspondence,

- Treating everyone fairly and impartially,
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- Using clear and simple language in all communications,

- Dealing with enquiries efficiently,

- Respecting privacy and confidential information.

The Customer Service Action Plan of my Department provides greater detail on the expect-
ed standards for acknowledgement of correspondence. As set out in this Plan, my Department 
endeavours to acknowledge all correspondence, be it from a member of the public or a member 
of the Oireachtas within ten days.

  Question No. 852 answered with Question No. 804.

27/07/2021WRXX03300Northern Ireland

27/07/2021WRXX03400853. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will continue to 
communicate in the strongest possible terms to the British Government the outrage felt by many 
persons on this island about its plans to provide amnesty in respect of atrocities carried out in 
Northern Ireland pre-1998; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40432/21]

27/07/2021WRXX03500Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The position of the Government 
on the legacy of the past in Northern Ireland is clear and consistent. The Stormont House Agree-
ment is the way forward on these issues. It was agreed in 2014 by both Governments and the 
political parties after intensive negotiations, and it represents a balanced and comprehensive 
framework to address the painful legacy of the Troubles, based on the principles of truth, jus-
tice, rule of law and reconciliation.

The proposals published by the UK Government on 14 July for a ‘Statute of Limitations’, 
ending criminal investigations and prosecutions relating to Troubles-related incidents, as well 
as inquests and civil litigation, have caused significant upset, shock and concern. They repre-
sent a very radical departure from the Stormont House Agreement and we do not accept them 
as the basis of a way forward.

Where the British Government are proposing significant changes to the Stormont House 
framework, we have made clear that these must be discussed and agreed by both Governments 
and the parties to the Northern Ireland Executive. Only through a collective approach can we 
hope to deal with these issues comprehensively and fairly, and in a way that responds to the 
needs of victims and survivors, and society as a whole. 

Following a meeting of the British Irish Intergovernmental Conference on 24 June, we 
agreed to begin an intensive process of engagement with the British Government and the North-
ern Ireland parties to find an agreed way forward. It is essential that the voices of victims and 
families are at the heart of that process.

It is the position of the Government that there should be effective investigations into all 
Troubles-related deaths, regardless of the perpetrator. The rule of law and the protections af-
forded by the European Convention on Human Rights must apply equally to everyone and must 
be upheld, and this principle is at the core of the Stormont House framework.

We have strongly communicated our position on this issue to the British Government and 
will continue to do so, and to caution in the clearest terms against any unilateral action. The 
Government will continue to engage and work with the British Government and the parties 
represented on the Northern Ireland Executive on this very important issue in the period imme-
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diately ahead, with the aim of finding a collectively agreed path forward that meets the needs of 
victims, families and society as a whole.

27/07/2021WRYY00200United Nations

27/07/2021WRYY00300854. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if Ireland will utilise 
its position on the UN Security Council to demand the immediate release of a person (details 
supplied) and for an end to the persecution of and release of opposition political activists in 
Belarus; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40433/21]

27/07/2021WRYY00400Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland has been vocal in strongly 
condemning the unjust detention of political prisoners in Belarus. We are committed to keeping 
the situation in the country high on the international agenda and that is what I told Sviatlana 
Tsikhanouskaya during her recent visit. The number of those detained simply for holding or 
expressing views that the Lukashenko regime do not like continues to rise and there are now 
over 560 political prisoners. 

Many of those unjustly detained, such as the person referenced by the Deputy, have received 
lengthy sentences. I know many members of the Oireachtas have ‘adopted’ political prisoners 
and I commend them for maintaining awareness of their plight. Ireland has repeatedly ex-
pressed concern for the treatment of those detained following numerous reports of torture and 
the spread of Covid-19 in Belarusian detention facilities. 

Ireland has been strongly critical of the impunity Belarusian security forces continue to 
enjoy in their persecution of political activists, human rights defenders and journalists. There 
has been no meaningful attempt by the Belarusian authorities to investigate the thousands of 
reported human rights violations and so Ireland continues to do what we can to bring interna-
tional accountability. 

Ireland played a constructive role at the Human Rights Council in Geneva, where a success-
ful EU-led resolution granted an investigative mandate to the Office of the UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights to examine human rights violations. In recent weeks, along with our 
EU partners, we also secured a mandate renewal for the Special Rapporteur on the situation of 
human rights in Belarus. 

Belarus does not feature as an agenda item at the UN Security Council. However,  I and 
Minister of State Byrne have both participated in meetings of UN Security Council members 
to put pressure on the Lukashenko regime to adhere to their international obligations and com-
mitments. Ireland has repeatedly called for the immediate and unconditional release of all those 
unjustly detained in international settings, including at the UN, and that is what we will con-
tinue to do.  

  Question No. 855 answered with Question No. 803.

  Question No. 856 answered with Question No. 803.

  Question No. 857 answered with Question No. 804.

27/07/2021WRYY00800Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRYY00900858. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the last occasion on 
which a Department-wide review of all funding within his Department took place; the frequen-
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cy of such reviews; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40636/21]

27/07/2021WRYY01000Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department has a rigorous 
system of planning, monitoring, evaluation and auditing to ensure the efficient and effective 
use of resources and deliver value for money. All funds and programmes are closely monitored 
at headquarters and mission level using a Standard Approach for Grant Management to ensure 
they deliver on the intended results and meet their objectives.

The independent Evaluation and Audit Unit of the Department, which reports to the Sec-
retary General, has responsibility for supporting, protecting and enhancing the delivery of the 
Department’s mission. It provides objective assessment, assurance, advice and insight regard-
ing corporate performance, governance, risk management and internal control. The Audit Com-
mittee provides independent appraisal of the audit and evaluation arrangements, and publishes 
a report on its work each year.

In line with the Public Spending Code and the Department’s Evaluation and Audit Strat-
egy, the Evaluation and Audit Unit undertakes evaluations and reviews of strategies and pro-
grammes implemented by the Department, which address the major funding schemes. These 
evaluations and reviews are independent evidence-based assessments of the effectiveness of 
the use of funding in order to inform strategic decision-making. This work is undertaken in line 
with best international practice and adheres to standards set by the OECD. 

Reports of all major evaluations and reviews are published on the Department, Irish Aid and 
OECD websites.

27/07/2021WRYY01100Foreign Conflicts

27/07/2021WRYY01200859. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if Ireland plans to 
propose a review of Colombia with a specific focus on the prosecution of conflict-related sexual 
violence as recommended by the Informal Experts Group in July 2020. [40654/21]

27/07/2021WRYY01300Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Since taking up our seat on the 
UN Security Council on 1 January, Ireland has been active across the broad range of geographic 
and thematic issues on the Council agenda, including on Colombia, in line with the three core 
principles underpinning Ireland’s term: Building Peace; Strengthening Conflict Prevention; and 
Ensuring Accountability.

Ireland has long been a supporter of Colombia in its efforts and progress towards peace and 
our seat on the UN Security Council has allowed us to deepen our engagement at what is a cru-
cial time for the Peace Process.

During the annual UN Security Council Open Debate on Conflict Related Sexual Violence 
(CRSV) in April, Ambassador Byrne Nason in her statement outlined Ireland’s strong position 
on the need to tackle CRSV and the belief that the Security Council must fully implement the 
recommendations of the Informal Expert Group (IEG) on Women, Peace and Security. Ireland 
in January took up the position of co-chair of the IEG with Mexico and will work to ensure 
follow-up to recommendations put forward in this regard.  

In Ireland’s statements to the Security Council on Colombia this year, we have consistently 
called for the full implementation of the peace agreement, particularly the provisions on gender 
and ethnicity in line with the UN Secretary-General’s recommendation on Colombia in his An-
nual Report on Conflict Related Sexual Violence in March 2021.
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In the statements, we also reaffirmed our strong support for the peace process and com-
mended Colombia for the progress made to date, particularly on truth, justice and reconciliation 
efforts. We encouraged full implementation across all aspects of the peace agreement and raised 
concerns regarding the persistently high levels of violence experienced by social leaders and 
human rights defenders. 

Ireland participated in the most recent Council Quarterly Briefing on Colombia on 13 July, 
and we are pleased that the Council agreed a press statement on 16 July, reiterating full and 
unanimous support for the peace process, and concern at persistent attacks against community 
and social leaders.

The IEG recommended in its report to the Council in September 2020 that Security Council 
members should support the advocacy of women’s civil society organisations with regard to 
opening a case on CRSV with the Colombian Special Jurisdiction for Peace (SJP), and should 
continue to encourage the UN Verification Mission to report on CRSV as part of its mandate 
with regard to verification of reintegration and guarantees. 

Our Embassy in Bogotá has been following up on the issues and these recommendations 
raised in the IEG report. From discussions with the SJP, it is clear that CRSV will be a trans-
versal issue in all the macro-cases under its remit, particularly those with a geographic focus. 
CRSV is viewed as a fundamentally important issue and, in order to guarantee the full effective-
ness of the transitional justice system in terms of reconciliation it must be visibly addressed. 
To that end, the Truth Commission has made it a priority and held its first public recognition 
event in 2019 on the subject. The Truth Commission is currently drafting the final report, due in 
November, and it is expected that CRSV will be treated as a transversal theme across the report, 
as well as forming a core component of the chapter on gender. 

Given the ongoing work being undertaken on these recommendations, Ireland is not consid-
ering proposing a review at this time, but will continue to follow this issue closely in the coming 
months and will remain actively engaged on Colombia during our Council term. 

27/07/2021WRYY01400Foreign Conflicts

27/07/2021WRYY01500860. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if his Department 
has made an assessment of whether the excessive and disproportionate use of force and reported 
killings of civilian protestors in Colombia in recent months constitute a violation of Article 1 
of the EU-Colombia free trade agreement; the steps Ireland has taken to assess human rights 
compliance under the agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40655/21]

27/07/2021WRYY01600Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department, including the 
Embassy of Ireland in Bogotá, closely monitors the human rights situation in Colombia and has 
been active, in co-ordination with our EU partners, in responding to human rights concerns that 
have emerged in Colombia in the context of the recent national strike. 

I would like to express again my serious concern at the reported violence by the police in 
Colombia against protestors and observers, and also at attacks on the police themselves and 
police infrastructure, during the national strike. I trust that the Colombian authorities will fully 
investigate and bring those responsible for abuses or human rights violations to justice.

Earlier this month I had a phone call with the Vice-President and Foreign Minister of Co-
lombia, Marta Ramirez, during which we discussed these issues and concerns.

High-level Political Dialogues between the EU and Colombia take place on a regular basis 
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and human rights issues of concern are raised. The 6th High-Level Political Dialogue took 
place in December 2020 and discussed peacebuilding, stabilisation, human rights defenders and 
ex-combatants among other issues. 

The human rights situation in Colombia is closely linked to the implementation of the peace 
agreement and Ireland supports the Colombian Government’s full implementation of these ac-
cords. Between 2016 and 2021, Ireland provided more than €13 million in funding to Colom-
bia in areas such as human rights, conflict prevention and peacebuilding. We also continue to 
deepen our lesson-sharing programme based on the experience in Northern Ireland.

My Department will continue to closely monitor the human rights situation in Colombia, 

There is no consideration at EU level of any invoking of a possible violation of Article 1 of 
the EU-Colombia trade agreement. As the Deputy will be aware, matters relating to trade agree-
ments are the responsibility of my colleague, the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment.

27/07/2021WRYY01700Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRYY01800861. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the steps his Department 
is taking to help the ongoing situation in areas of Palestine with a lack of Covid-19 resources, 
such as testing and vaccines Covid-19 vaccines in areas of Palestine under Israeli occupation; 
his views on the situation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40808/21]

27/07/2021WRYY01900Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I share the concern about the 
impact of COVID-19 on vulnerable communities, including those in the occupied Palestinian 
territory (oPt). Ireland’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic is informed by our commitment 
to reach the furthest behind first, as set out in our international development policy ‘A Better 
World’. 

At the global level, Ireland is playing its part to support fair and equitable access to vaccines 
for all. In 2021 Irish Aid has invested more than €100 million in global public health systems, 
as a means to enable global vaccination preparedness and roll-out and to support the COVAX 
Facility, of which oPt is a beneficiary. Together, the EU and its Member States have committed 
more than €3.2 billion to COVAX and as of mid-July, the facility has shipped more than 129 
million vaccines to 136 participating countries. 

Ireland is convinced of the ethical obligation to share surplus vaccines to vulnerable popula-
tions and we are supporting efforts in Brussels to establish a common EU-wide vaccine sharing 
mechanism. It is vital that this mechanism should support and complement, rather than compete 
with, COVAX. 

In February, COVAX confirmed that the occupied Palestinian territory was a priority par-
ticipant in its programme of support to 92 low and middle-income countries. The first COVAX 
shipment was delivered in March, and to date 1,061,000 vaccines have been provided from a 
variety of sources.  More than 4 million doses are expected to be delivered throughout Q3 and 
Q4, including COVAX supplies and vaccines directly procured by the Palestinian Authority. 
More than 945,000 vaccine doses have been administered to date in the oPt (22 July) and the 
Palestinian Authority’s vaccination programme is ongoing.

Ireland will provide more than €18 million in development and humanitarian assistance 
to the Palestinian people in 2021, including support to UNRWA and UN OCHA for essential 
humanitarian relief. Ireland has also engaged bilaterally in the oPt for many years to strengthen 
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institutions, health systems and build preparedness capacity. 

Both Israel and the Palestinian Authority have responsibilities to ensure the welfare of citi-
zens in the occupied Palestinian territory. As I have outlined in my statements to the UN Secu-
rity Council, ending the worst effects of the pandemic for all requires constructive cooperation 
to support timely, effective and unimpeded vaccination in both Israel and the occupied Palestin-
ian territory. The overall human rights situation in Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory 
remains a priority and we aim to ensure that the Israeli-Palestinian conflict remains high on the 
international agenda, including during Ireland’s tenure on the UN Security Council.

27/07/2021WRYY02000United Nations

27/07/2021WRYY02100862. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs his plans to help bring 
an end to the blockade of Cuba by the United States of America through work on the UN Secu-
rity Council; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40809/21]

27/07/2021WRYY02200Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): Ireland’s position on the US em-
bargo on Cuba is long-standing and clear. Fundamentally, Ireland believes that the embargo 
serves no constructive purpose and that its lifting would facilitate an opening of Cuba’s econo-
my to the benefit of its people. Ireland, along with our EU partners, has been a consistent sup-
porter of the annual Resolution put forward by Cuba at the UN General Assembly regarding the 
US economic blockade, and I can confirm that Ireland again voted in favour of this Resolution 
when it was brought before the General Assembly on 23 June this year.

Officials in my Department closely follow developments relating to the 1996 Helms-Burton 
Act, which is a US federal law that strengthens and continues the US’s long-standing economic 
embargo against Cuba. I was concerned by the decision taken in 2019 by the previous US Ad-
ministration to suspend waivers for Title III of the Act, which had protected European persons 
and entities from its extra-territorial elements. Together with our EU partners, Ireland has firmly 
and continuously opposed extra-territorial measures that seek to extend the US embargo against 
Cuba to third countries, as contrary to commonly accepted rules of international trade.

I also regret the inclusion of Cuba on the list of State-sponsors of terrorism by the previous 
US Administration and I support the statement made by EU HR/VP Josep Borrell following the 
third EU-Cuba Joint Council in January 2021, that this decision will have a negative impact on 
foreign direct investment in Cuba and will further aggravate the already difficult situation of the 
Cuban people in the midst of the pandemic.

The situation in Cuba has not been discussed on the UN Security Council in some time. Ire-
land will actively engage, in line with our long-standing position, should this issue be brought 
to the Council agenda during our term. 

I will continue to engage with the US Administration on a range of foreign policy issues. 
Frank and open dialogue with the US on policy towards Cuba, including the impact of sanc-
tions, will be vital to finding a solution that best accords with the hopes and ambitions of the 
Cuban people.

27/07/2021WRYY02300Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRYY02400863. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if Ireland will be sup-
porting the TRIPS waiver campaign to waive patents on vaccines and shore up supply of vacci-
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nations to developing countries; the number of vaccines that Ireland has donated to developing 
countries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40811/21]

27/07/2021WRYY02500Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I firmly believe that universal and 
equitable access to safe, effective, and affordable diagnostics, treatments and vaccines is crucial 
in the global fight against COVID-19.  I am determined that Ireland, in particular the Irish Aid 
programme, plays its full part in the global response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Department of Enterprise Trade and Employment leads on Intellectual Property Rights 
and World Trade Organisation (WTO) matters, including on the Trade Related Aspects of In-
tellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) Agreement. However, International Trade is a competence 
of the EU under the Treaties and in exercising that competence, the European Commission 
engages fully with the Member States, including Ireland, through a variety of Committees and 
Working Parties/Groups, including on Intellectual Property.

As regards the broad waiver proposed by a number of WTO Members, on 4 June, the EU 
submitted a proposal to the WTO General Council, which proposed that WTO Members could 
agree on a global trade initiative for equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines and therapeutics 
encompassing the three components of (i) trade facilitation and disciplines on export restric-
tions; (ii) concrete actions to expand production and ensure supply of vaccines at affordable 
prices to low and middle income countries during the pandemic and (iii) clarification and facili-
tation of TRIPS Agreement flexibilities relating to compulsory licences.

The EU has also submitted a Declaration to the TRIPS Council to assist the next phase of 
discussions with a view to trying to reach agreement with all Members of the WTO on how to 
achieve the shared goal of expanding production and facilitating equitable access to COVID-19 
vaccines and therapeutics for all.

The EU continues to be committed to an open and comprehensive dialogue with all WTO 
members to explore how the multilateral rules-based trading system can best support univer-
sal and equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines and treatments, and to continue ramping up 
production, to share COVID-19 vaccines and medicines more widely and faster and to ensure 
equitable access to these products for low and middle-income countries.The EU considers that 
the COVAX Facility, the international initiative to ensure global access to COVID vaccines, is 
the mechanism that is best placed to ensure that high-income countries finance vaccines and 
support for developing countries to secure their share of global supply.

In 2021, through the Irish Aid programme, Ireland has allocated approximately €100 mil-
lion to global public health. Some €5 million of this has gone directly to support COVID-19 
vaccines for developing countries. €4 million of this has been in direct support to the COVAX 
Facility. It also includes support through Irish Embassies abroad to help partner countries man-
age the pandemic.

Ireland’s support sits within the broader Team Europe response. While the EU and Member 
States have committed over €3.2 billion to COVAX, clearly still much more needs to be done. 
COVAX is beginning to show some real results, shipping over 129 million vaccines to 136 
participant countries as of mid-July. Further support to COVAX before the end of the year is 
under consideration.

Ireland is convinced of the ethical obligation to share surplus vaccines to vulnerable popula-
tions in other countries. We are supporting ongoing efforts in Brussels to establish a common 
EU-wide vaccine sharing mechanism; it is vital to Ireland that this mechanism should support, 
rather than compete with, the COVAX Facility.  As the vaccination rollout makes progress do-
mestically, the Government is actively looking to see when vaccine sharing through COVAX 
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might be possible.

27/07/2021WRYY02600Legislative Measures

27/07/2021WRYY02700864. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the measures he, his 
Department and the Government are taking to give legislative effect to the Independent Com-
mission on Information Retrieval which requires legislation passed through the Houses of the 
Oireachtas (details supplied). [40863/21]

27/07/2021WRYY02800Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Government is committed to 
the full implementation of the Stormont House Agreement. Where the British Government are 
proposing significant changes to the Stormont House framework, such as through its proposals 
published on 14 July 2021, we have made clear that any changes must be discussed and agreed 
by both Governments and the parties to the Northern Ireland Executive. 

Following a meeting of the British Irish Intergovernmental Conference on 24 June, we 
agreed to begin an intensive process of engagement with the British Government and the North-
ern Ireland parties to find an agreed way forward. It is essential that the voices of victims and 
families are at the heart of that process.

The framework of the Stormont House Agreement provided for a set of institutions to deal 
comprehensively and fairly with the legacy of the Troubles, which included an Independent 
Commission on Information Retrieval (ICIR) for truth recovery, to be available to victims and 
survivors across the UK and Ireland.

The objective of the ICIR will be to enable victims and survivors to seek and privately re-
ceive information about the Troubles-related deaths of their next of kin.

The Irish and British Governments concluded an agreement on the establishment of the 
ICIR in October 2015. As set out in that agreement, the Commission will consist of five mem-
bers; an Independent Chairperson of international standing, appointed by the two Governments, 
one Commissioner each appointed by the Irish and British Governments, and two Commission-
ers appointed jointly by Northern Ireland’s First Minister and deputy First Minister.

The ICIR agreement was signed by the Minister for Foreign Affairs in October 2015 and 
laid before the Oireachtas in January 2016. The Independent Commission can only be formally 
established once the necessary legislation has been enacted in both jurisdictions and the two 
Governments have notified each other of completion of all other domestic legal procedures 
required to bring the agreement into force.

We have strongly communicated our position on this issue to the British Government and 
will continue to do so, and to caution in the clearest terms against any unilateral action. The 
Government will continue to engage and work with the British Government and the parties 
represented on the Northern Ireland Executive on this very important issue in the period imme-
diately ahead, with the aim of finding a collectively agreed path forward that meets the needs of 
victims, families and society as a whole.

  Question No. 865 answered with Question No. 803.

27/07/2021WRYY03000Brexit Issues

27/07/2021WRYY03100866. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the outcome of his 
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most recent discussions with members of the British Government in relation to the need to 
implement the Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40906/21]

27/07/2021WRYY03200867. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the outcome of the 
most recent discussions he has had with members of the British Government and with the 
European Union to resolve some difficulties that have arisen in implementing the Protocol on 
Ireland/Northern Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40907/21]

27/07/2021WRYY03300872. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he will report on 
any recent or future planned engagements with the European Union regarding the Northern 
Ireland Protocol. [40947/21]

27/07/2021WRYY03400Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
866, 867 and 872 together.

 The Protocol on Ireland / Northern Ireland is an integral part of the Withdrawal Agreement. 
It was jointly negotiated, and jointly agreed, by the EU and the UK – the result of a painstaking 
process which took more than four years, during which a whole host of options were explored. 
Ultimately, the Protocol was - and is - the only solution found to the problems caused by Brexit 
for the island of Ireland.

I am in regular and ongoing contact with Commission Vice-President Maroš Šefcovic, Brit-
ish Government counterparts, political leaders and other stakeholders on the implementation of 
the Protocol.  We all have a responsibility to listen carefully to the genuine concerns and engage 
with citizens, businesses, politicians and community leaders in the North.  We also have to be 
clear there is no agreed alternative to the problems caused by Brexit on the island of Ireland 
apart from the Protocol – a solution which was jointly negotiated, jointly agreed and which 
must now be jointly implemented.

It is important to reiterate that the Protocol makes no change to the constitutional status of 
Northern Ireland as set out in the Good Friday Agreement. The Protocol prevents a hard border 
on this island and protects the gains of the Good Friday Agreement.

Where there have been challenges in the implementation of the Protocol, the EU has been 
listening and engaging to find solutions within the framework of the Protocol.  Last month, the 
Joint Committee – the proper forum for discussion regarding implementation of the Protocol 
– came together to take stock of progress to date and give consideration to the identified issues 
of concern. EU and UK officials continue to work on developing solutions to these outstand-
ing issues through the Specialised Committee on Implementation of the Protocol, which met 
as recently as last week. It is important that this process continues and is encouraged - working 
together like this is the way we will find sustainable solutions.

UK unilateral actions taken to date have damaged trust. The UK and EU must work together 
to find pragmatic solutions.  Last month the EU acceded to a UK request to extend the grace 
period for chilled products entering Northern Ireland from Great Britain, for example. The de-
cision on chilled meats was announced as part of a package of measures by the Commission, 
also enabling drivers from the North to enter the South without a motor insurance green card, 
providing easements on movements of animals between Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
and including an EU commitment to provide a long-term solution to the supply of medicines to 
Northern Ireland before the temporary arrangements currently in place expire. By taking such 
steps, the European Union continues to show that it is a willing partner. 

I took note, of course, of the publication recently of the UK Government paper on the Pro-
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tocol on Ireland / Northern Ireland, and will analyse this paper closely, together with EU col-
leagues.  We will continue to encourage the UK to work in partnership with the EU to identify 
realistic solutions in a spirit of positive and constructive engagement.  However, any solutions 
must take place within the framework of the Protocol and the principles that underpin it.

The Protocol also presents real opportunities for Northern Ireland, with full access to both 
the rest of the UK internal market and the EU single market, and there are also significant po-
tential opportunities for Northern Ireland through the Protocol, with open access to the rest of 
the UK internal market and to the entire EU Single Market of more than 450 million people. 
There is evidence of increased interest in Northern Ireland as an investment location since the 
beginning of the year - but stability and certainty are needed to help realise that potential.

I will continue to do all I can to encourage pragmatic engagement on the implementation of 
the Protocol and to underpin peace and prosperity in Northern Ireland.

  Question No. 867 answered with Question No. 866.

27/07/2021WRYY03600Northern Ireland

27/07/2021WRYY03700868. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he has conveyed to 
the British Government that its proposals to introduce a statute of limitations, end civil cases 
and inquests linked to the era of the Troubles are totally unacceptable; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40908/21]

27/07/2021WRYY03800869. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he has had recent dis-
cussions with the British Government in relation to the need to implement the Stormont House 
Agreement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40909/21]

27/07/2021WRYY03900870. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he has conveyed to 
the British Government the widespread and strong opposition to the recent proposals to renege 
on commitments made in the Stormont House Agreement; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40910/21]

27/07/2021WRYY04000873. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he has conveyed to 
the British Government the very understandable and major concerns of the families of victims 
and survivors in relation to their recent proposal to introduce an amnesty for persons, both 
state and paramilitary, who committed atrocities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40975/21]

27/07/2021WRYY04100874. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs if he has made it clear 
to the British Government that the proposal to introduce an amnesty is totally unacceptable to 
victims and survivors groups and that these proposals are causing further pain and distress to 
many families; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40976/21]

27/07/2021WRYY04200Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
868, 869, 870, 873 and 874 together.

The position of the Government on the legacy of the past in Northern Ireland is clear and 
consistent. The Stormont House Agreement is the way forward on these issues. It was agreed 
in 2014 by both Governments and the political parties after intensive negotiations, and it repre-
sents a balanced and comprehensive framework to address the painful legacy of the Troubles, 
based on the principles of truth, justice, rule of law and reconciliation.
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The proposals published by the British Government on 14 July for a ‘Statute of Limita-
tions’, ending criminal investigations and prosecutions relating to Troubles-related incidents, 
as well as inquests and civil litigation, have caused significant upset, shock and concern. They 
represent a very radical departure from the Stormont House Agreement and we do not accept 
them as the basis of a way forward.

Where the British Government are proposing significant changes to the Stormont House 
framework, we have made clear that these must be discussed and agreed by both Governments 
and the parties to the Northern Ireland Executive. Only through a collective approach can we 
hope to deal with these issues comprehensively and fairly, and in a way that responds to the 
needs of victims and survivors, and society as a whole.

Following a meeting of the British Irish Intergovernmental Conference on 24 June, we 
agreed to begin an intensive process of engagement with the British Government and the North-
ern Ireland parties to find an agreed way forward. It is essential that the voices of victims and 
families are at the heart of that process.

It is the position of the Government that there should be effective investigations into all 
Troubles-related deaths, regardless of the perpetrator. The rule of law and the protections af-
forded by the European Convention on Human Rights must apply equally to everyone and must 
be upheld, and this principle is at the core of the Stormont House framework.

We have strongly communicated our position on this issue to the British Government and 
will continue to do so, and to caution in the clearest terms against any unilateral action. The 
Government will continue to engage and work with the British Government and the parties 
represented on the Northern Ireland Executive on this very important issue in the period imme-
diately ahead, with the aim of finding a collectively agreed path forward that meets the needs of 
victims, families and society as a whole.

  Question No. 869 answered with Question No. 868.

  Question No. 870 answered with Question No. 868.

  Question No. 871 answered with Question No. 803.

  Question No. 872 answered with Question No. 866.

  Question No. 873 answered with Question No. 868.

  Question No. 874 answered with Question No. 868.

27/07/2021WRZZ00300EU Meetings

27/07/2021WRZZ00400875. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the engagements he 
has had in relation to the Conference on the Future of Europe; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41018/21]

27/07/2021WRZZ00500Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Conference on the Future of 
Europe (COFOE) is a series of conferences aimed at promoting greater citizen involvement in 
the European Union and engendering reflection on Europe’s future direction. My Department 
is the lead Department for the Conference and Minister of State Byrne has been assigned lead 
responsibility within Government for Ireland’s participation in the Conference. The inaugural 
EU event of the Conference took place on Europe Day (9 May) in Strasbourg. Minister of State 
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Byrne attended that launch event virtually. 

Ireland ‘s national launch event took place virtually on 14 May and included contributions 
by An Taoiseach, Minister of State Byrne, EU Commissioner Mairead McGuinness and myself. 
The EU Ombudsman, Emily O Reilly also took part in a panel discussion with Minister of State 
Byrne.  This was a Government of Ireland event organised in partnership with European Move-
ment Ireland. Youth participants also featured in the launch event, reflecting the Conference’s 
emphasis on engaging young people. The event has currently been viewed online over 1,200 
times.

The inaugural plenary for the Conference was held on 19 June in Strasbourg and was at-
tended virtually by Ministers of State Byrne and Josepha Madigan. Its agenda was broadly 
constitutive focusing on the Conference’s overall purposes and future calendar of events. I will 
participate in at least one future Plenary meeting, in accordance with our practice of deciding 
the second Ministerial representative at Plenary meetings on the basis of the subject matter be-
ing discussed.

Ireland’s national programme of events is also now underway. My Department is working 
closely with European Movement Ireland (EMI) on the Conference, continuing on collabora-
tion from the earlier Citizens’ Dialogue on the Future of Europe which took place in 2018. EMI 
has already hosted a series of regional events online over the last number of weeks in Leinster, 
Munster and Connacht-Ulster. Minister of State Byrne has addressed each of these seminars.  
My Department is also planning to collaborate with the Institute of International and European 
Affairs (IIEA) on the Conference. A programme of events for later in the year to be informed 
by Conference’s nine core themes is currently in planning. 

The national programme also includes Government-led events where Minister of State By-
rne engages with smaller groups of citizens in virtual discussions. The first set of these events 
took place over the last number of weeks and included sessions with representatives of the 
LGBTQI community, Comhairle na nÓg (a joint event with Minister Roderic O’Gorman), par-
ticipants of Gaisce - The President’s Award and the New Irish communities. A second round of 
these smaller consultations will resume in the autumn. 

  Question No. 876 answered with Question No. 804.

  Question No. 877 answered with Question No. 803.

  Question No. 878 answered with Question No. 803.

27/07/2021WRZZ00900Overseas Development Aid

27/07/2021WRZZ01000879. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the annual budget, con-
tribution and breakdown of the State’s international aid since 2000 as a percentage of GDP and 
in monetary value. [41399/21]

27/07/2021WRZZ01100Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department publishes a re-
port on Ireland’s Official Development Assistance (ODA) programme on the  Irish Aid website 
each year. The report includes statistical information on programme expenditure in a series of 
annexes which clearly show the distribution of aid, including the amounts given to developing 
countries, and the amounts allocated to our priority focus areas as set out in A Better World, 
Ireland’s international development policy. The Annual Report serves as a core accountability 
and transparency tool, providing a comprehensive overview of expenditure under the aid pro-
gramme, and demonstrating the results that have been achieved.  A breakdown of the State’s 
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ODA since 2000 and to include this as a percentage of GDP and Euro is shown Annexes two 
and three. The link to the report is:

www.irishaid.ie/news-publications/news/newsarchive/2020/november/irelands-official-de-
velopment-assistance-annual-report-2019.html.

27/07/2021WRZZ01200Irish Aid

27/07/2021WRZZ01300880. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the annual budget of 
Irish Aid since its inception. [41400/21]

27/07/2021WRZZ01400Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department publishes a re-
port on Ireland’s Official Development Assistance (ODA) programme, known as Irish Aid, each 
year on its website. The report includes statistical information on programme expenditure in 
a series of annexes which clearly show the distribution of aid, including the amounts given to 
developing countries, and the amounts allocated to our priority focus areas as set out in A Better 
World, Ireland’s international development policy. The Annual Report serves as a core account-
ability and transparency tool, providing a comprehensive overview of expenditure under the aid 
programme, and demonstrating the results that have been achieved.  A historical breakdown of 
the State’s ODA is shown Annex three at this link:

www.irishaid.ie/news-publications/news/newsarchive/2020/november/irelands-official-de-
velopment-assistance-annual-report-2019.html.

27/07/2021WRZZ01500Irish Aid

27/07/2021WRZZ01600881. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the annual budget of the 
Irish Aid training centre. [41401/21]

27/07/2021WRZZ01700Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Irish Aid Centre in Clonmel 
Street, Dublin provides workshops for Junior Cycle, Transition Year and Senior Cycle pupils 
on global issues such as the Sustainable Development Goals, food and hunger, and the role of 
international development. 

While the premises are temporarily closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Centre’s 
facilitators have been providing on-line, virtual workshops and have pre-recorded material for 
use in the classroom.

The 2021 budget for the Irish Aid Centre is €267,594. This covers running costs, materials, 
advertising and IT. The Centre is run on behalf of the Department of Foreign Affairs by SUAS 
Educational Development, an NGO focused on educational disadvantage.

27/07/2021WRZZ01800Departmental Staff

27/07/2021WRZZ01900882. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the number of civilian contrac-
tors employed by his Department; the role and the area of responsibility of each; the facility 
in which they were employed in each of the years 2010 to 2020, in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39388/21]

27/07/2021WRZZ02000Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The detailed information sought by the 
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Deputy is not readily available, but my Department is retrieving and collating the information 
requested. I will arrange to have it forwarded to the Deputy as soon as it is available.

27/07/2021WRZZ02100Defence Forces

27/07/2021WRZZ02200883. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Defence if staff from either his 
Department or the Defence Forces have been seconded to the EU military planning and conduct 
capability structure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39418/21]

27/07/2021WRZZ02300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The EU’s Military Planning and Con-
duct Capability (MPCC) was established on 08 June 2017 with the aim of enabling the EU to 
react in a faster, more efficient and effective manner as a security provider outside its borders. 
The MPCC is responsible for the operational planning and conduct of the EU’s non-executive 
military missions. It comprises personnel deployed by EU member States to support the overall 
planning function of the EU Military Staff in respect of CSDP Operations.  Ireland is currently 
engaged in a range of CSDP operations and having members of the Defence Forces deployed 
within the MPCC is an essential element in supporting those operations and maintaining situ-
ational awareness.   

Ireland currently has one (1) officer seconded to the EU Military Planning and Conduct 
Capability (MPCC) until 07 Aug 2022.  While there are no plans at present to deploy additional 
officers to the MPCC, such matters are kept under review on an ongoing basis.

The Department of Defence does not have any civil servants on secondment to the MPCC.

27/07/2021WRZZ02400Defence Forces

27/07/2021WRZZ02500884. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Defence the position regarding De-
fence Forces vehicles that are considered no longer fit for purpose; if they can be sold at auction 
and funds raised allocated to the Defence Forces or if the vehicles can be donated to health 
organisations, charities and so on; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39818/21]

27/07/2021WRZZ02600Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): Mobility is a key component in the abil-
ity of the Defence Forces to maintain a flexible and agile response regarding such tasks and 
operations it undertakes. In order to maintain the requisite military mobility in the operational, 
logistical and training spheres it is my priority to ensure that the various vehicle platforms 
which comprise the overall transport fleet are maintained and replaced in accordance with the 
Equipment Development Planning process. 

To that end currently fifty four of the armoured Mowag personnel carriers have been up-
graded as part of an ongoing mid-life refit, the fleet of ¾ tonne 4x4 utility vehicles has recently 
been replaced and 120 new 4x4 troop carrying vehicles are being rolled out to the units con-
cerned. In addition, electric vehicles are being purchased to reduce the carbon footprint of the 
organisation.

I am advised by the military authorities that the introduction of replacement vehicles invari-
ably precipitates disposal of the replaced vehicles whereby Defence Forces vehicles are consid-
ered no longer fit for purpose when either of the following criteria are met:

a. When they reach the end of their notional life, or 

b. If they are deemed to be beyond economic repair. 
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All Defence Forces vehicles are assigned a notional life. Vehicles are depreciated on a slid-
ing scale starting from their purchase price to a residual value at the end of their notional life. 
Where a vehicle is required to be repaired, an assessment is made of the cost of repairs (parts 
and labour) against the notional value of the vehicle. This determines if a vehicle will be put 
forward for disposal by the military authorities. 

Ordinarily, for security reasons vehicles will be disposed of through a certified end of life 
treatment facility. Monies generated through this process are recognised by the Exchequer as 
Appropriations in Aid, and not reassigned specifically to the Department of Defence Vote 36. 
In addition, the disposal of a limited number of vehicles can take place through donation, on 
request to the Minister for Defence by interested bodies. In such cases a memorandum of dona-
tion for a vehicle would be required and administered through the Department of Defence.

27/07/2021WRZZ02700Air Corps

27/07/2021WRZZ02800885. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Defence if consideration has been 
given to purchasing Jordanian aircraft (details supplied) which may be able to be purchased by 
the State for significantly less than the already ordered new aircraft; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39821/21]

27/07/2021WRZZ02900Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): My priority as Minister for Defence is to 
ensure that the operational capability of the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service is maintained 
to the greatest extent possible. This is primarily to enable the Defence Forces to carry out their 
roles assigned by Government as set out in the White Paper on Defence.  Equipment priorities 
for the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service are being considered in the context of the lifetime of 
the White Paper on Defence as part of the capability development and Equipment Development 
Planning (EDP) process. 

In this context, the principal aim over the period of the White Paper is to replace and up-
grade, as required, existing capabilities in order to retain a flexible response for a wide range 
of operational requirements at home and overseas. Budget 2021 provides a Capital allocation 
of €131m for investment in Defence equipment and barracks infrastructure and will enable 
continued investment in major equipment platforms such as Defence Forces vehicle fleet. The 
increased capital funding for 2021 builds on increased levels of capital expenditure totalling 
€392m over the years 2018 – 2020.

In relation to air-based capability, my immediate priorities have been the acquisition of three 
Pilatus PC-12 aircraft in the Intelligence, Surveillance, Target Acquisition and Reconnaissance 
(ISTAR) role and for two Airbus C295 maritime patrol aircraft.  An additional PC-12 was also 
acquired in response to the Covid 19 situation.   Some €276 million, including VAT, has been 
committed to the acquisition of these enhanced capabilities.  

The White Paper provides for the replacement of the two CASA 235 maritime patrol aircraft 
with consideration to be given to their replacement with larger more capable aircraft which 
would enhance maritime surveillance and provide a greater degree of utility for transport and 
cargo carrying tasks. A contract for the supply of two C295 Maritime Patrol Aircraft was en-
tered into with Airbus Defence and Space in December 2019, with delivery of the aircraft ex-
pected in 2023. The cost of the contract including ancillary support is €229m inclusive of VAT. 
The project is progressing well. No decisions have been made for the acquisition of additional 
aircraft such as the 2 Jordanian C295s mentioned in Deputy O’Callaghan’s question. 

I am satisfied that the Defence Forces have the necessary resources available to them, in-



Questions - Written Answers

438

cluding a modern and effective range of equipment which is line with best international stan-
dards in order to fulfil all roles assigned to them by Government.

27/07/2021WRZZ03000Naval Service

27/07/2021WRZZ03100886. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the number of Naval Service 
operations and patrols which have had to be cancelled between 2015 and to date in 2021; the 
reason for each cancellation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39964/21]

27/07/2021WRZZ03200Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Naval Service is the State’s principal 
sea-going agency and is tasked with a variety of defence and other roles. The primary day-to-
day tasking of the Naval Service is to provide a fishery protection service in accordance with 
the State’s obligations as a member of the European Union. The Naval Service is tasked with 
patrolling all Irish waters from the shoreline to the outer limits of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone. These patrols are carried out on a regular and frequent basis and are directed to all areas 
of Irish waters as necessary. Notwithstanding some mechanical and staffing challenges being 
experienced, the Naval Service continues to carry out the roles assigned by Government.

Scheduled patrol days can be impacted by a range of factors including adverse weather 
conditions, unscheduled maintenance as well as staffing issues.   Please see below table setting 
out the material requested. 

- 2015   2016   2017   2018   2019   2020   To end June 
2021   

Scheduled Patrol Days Lost: 
Mechanical Reasons

276 104 72 154 42 53 47

Scheduled Patrol Days Lost: 
Personnel Issues

0 0 0 53 52 28 118

27/07/2021WRZZ03300Defence Forces

27/07/2021WRZZ03400887. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the progress that has been made 
to date on the high-level implementation plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39965/21]

27/07/2021WRZZ03500Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Report of the Public Service Pay 
Commission (PSPC) on Recruitment and Retention in the Defence Forces was published on the 
4th of July 2019. The Report was accepted in full by the Government at that time and, to facili-
tate implementation, an extensive High Level Plan titled “Strengthening our Defence Forces 
– Phase One” was also agreed and published on the same date.

There are fifteen projects in total in the plan.  For some, the original target dates and time-
lines for completion were extended due to external factors, including Covid and the progress 
status of the projects is as outlined below. 

The immediate pay measures set out in the plan i.e. an increase in Military Service Al-
lowance, the reversal of 10% cuts to allowances under the Haddington Road Agreement, and 
the restoration of weekend premium rates for overtime were implemented immediately upon 
their acceptance by the PDF Representative Associations in late 2019. A service commitment 
scheme for pilots was also re-introduced, with very positive uptake. 

For the project Review of Technical Pay Groups 2 – 6, sanction has recently been received 
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from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform to proceed with the recommendations 
in the report. This will now be progressed through the Department’s Conciliation and Arbitra-
tion Process.

The Review of Pay Structures project, led by the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform, was intended to examine pay structures in the Defence Forces and to fall under the new 
public service pay agreement “Building on Momentum”. However, in the intervening period, 
the Commission on the Defence Forces was tasked with examining pay structures and also with 
some aspects of pay under the sectoral bargaining arrangements of this agreement. The recom-
mendations of a further project dealing with incentivised long service arrangements for certain 
Officer and NCO ranks, will be considered in the context of the sectoral bargaining element of 
“Building on Momentum”. 

The project relating to Bespoke Management training for leaders and managers was com-
pleted in July 2020.  The project on Non-Pay Retention Measures in the PDF was completed 
in October 2020. The Mental Health and Wellbeing Strategy was launched on 2nd December 
2020.  A further project to develop a Professional Military Education strategy was completed in 
March 2021 and I formally launched the Strategy on 14th July. The project relating to additional 
specialist posts for high turnover/long lead in appointments was finalised in April 2021. The 
report relating to the review of recruitment in the PDF has been completed and will be submit-
ted for my approval imminently.

The project examining Barriers to Extended Participation in the PDF was split into two 
phases. Phase 1 focussed on reviewing mandatory retirement ages for Officers and is nearing 
completion pending clarification from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform on a 
matter relating to pension rules. Phase 2 is examining the contracts of service for enlisted per-
sonnel and is at an advanced stage. 

The final project, looking at the embedding of strategic workforce planning in the Defence 
Forces has commenced and its work is ongoing. As this is a long term project it will be pro-
gressed through the joint civil/military Strategic Human Resources Group.

27/07/2021WRZZ03600Defence Forces

27/07/2021WRZZ03700888. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the rates of pay for civilian work-
ers in Defence Forces facilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39966/21]

27/07/2021WRZZ03800Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): My Department employs civilian staff at 
various military installations to support the work of the Defence Forces. The grades employed 
are spread across a wide spectrum and include craft workers (Electricians, Carpenters, Plumb-
ers, Fitters, Welders etc.), services (General Operatives), administrative (Clerks, Storemen), 
healthcare professionals (Social Workers, Physiotherapists, Pharmacists) and other specialist 
grades (Archivists, Aircraft Inspector/Instructor, Technicians, Quantity Surveyors, Draughts-
men).

Public Sector pay and allowance rates are determined centrally by the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform.  I will arrange for my officials to forward a copy of the most recent 
pay scales to the Deputy.

27/07/2021WRZZ03900Defence Forces
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27/07/2021WRZZ04000889. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the number of civilian job vacan-
cies that are currently open at Defence Forces facilities; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39967/21]

27/07/2021WRZZ04100Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): Civilian Employees are employed by my 
Department to support the operational capability of the Defence Forces.  The recruitment of 
Civilian Employees for military instillations is an ongoing process, informed by prioritisation 
of posts by military management.

My Department is currently running the following open competitions:

1.   Barrack Foreman of Works in Cathal Brugha Barracks 

2.  12 civilian electricians across 11 locations as follows:

Collins Barracks, Cork; Stephens Barracks, Kilkenny; McKee Barracks, Dublin 7; Gorman-
ston Camp, Co. Meath; Finner Camp, Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal; Aiken Barracks, Dundalk, 
Co. Louth;  Coolmoney Camp, Glen of Imaal, Co. Wicklow; Casement Aerodrome, Baldonnel, 
Co. Dublin; Naval Base, Haulbowline, Co. Cork; Sarsfield Barracks, Co. Limerick; Defence 
Forces’ Training Centre, Curragh Camp, Co. Kildare, (2 positions).

A number of internal competitions are also currently underway. 

27/07/2021WRZZ04200Defence Forces

27/07/2021WRZZ04300890. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the pay and renumeration structure 
for all ranks in the Defence Forces; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39968/21]

27/07/2021WRZZ04400Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I wish to advise the Deputy that the current 
pay and remuneration structure including the current rates of pay and allowances for all mem-
bers of the Defence Forces are publically available through the Department of Defence Website 
at: www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/e8132-routinely-published-information/#defence-
forces-pay-scales.  

27/07/2021WRZZ04500Defence Forces

27/07/2021WRZZ04600891. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the measures in place to provide 
for the healthcare of members of the Defence Forces; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39969/21]

27/07/2021WRZZ04700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): A wide range of medical services are 
provided to members of the Permanent Defence Force. These include:

  an annual medical examination,

  sick parades,

  attendance at GP surgery outside of sick parade and out-of-hours GP services,

  prescription services,

  laboratory services,

  physiotherapy,
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  chiropody,

  radiology,

  ophthalmic examinations,

  clinical mental health services provided by an in-house psychiatrist and two in-house psy-
chologists,

  in-patient and outpatient public hospital charges,

  routine dental treatment, and

  the provision of overseas medical services, including global comprehensive medical insur-
ance in the case of Defence Forces personnel (including dependents) assigned to longer term 
overseas administrative posts.

Commissioned Officers and members of the Army Nursing Service may also avail of pri-
vate consultant appointments and diagnostic tests, and private/semi-private hospital treatment 
dependent on rank. The Programme for Government contains a committment to “ensure that 
all enlisted members of the Defence Forces have the same access to health care as officers cur-
rently do”. A Working Group has been established with a view to bringing forward proposals 
on this matter during 2021.

In addition, the Defence Forces Personnel Support Services (PSS) provide a welfare, infor-
mation, psycho-social support and referral service, that is professional, responsive and confi-
dential, to serving members of the Defence Forces and their families to sustain and enhance the 
individual wellbeing of personnel, and to promote a safe and positive work culture in order to 
support the effectiveness of the Defence Forces.

As additional support, the Department of Defence has arranged the provision of a con-
fidential counselling, referral and support service, on a wide range of personal and work re-
lated issues, for serving members of the Defence Forces, civilian employees and Civil Defence 
members. A Freephone confidential helpline is available on a 24/7 basis 365 days a year and is 
staffed by fully-trained and experienced counsellors. 

The Chaplaincy Service also provides confidential, comprehensive pastoral support and 
spiritual care to personnel at home and overseas. 

27/07/2021WRZZ04800Defence Forces

27/07/2021WRZZ04900892. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the number of women in the De-
fence Forces by rank; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39970/21]

27/07/2021WRZZ05000894. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the number of women members 
of the Defence Forces who have served overseas in each of the past five years in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39972/21]

27/07/2021WRZZ05100896. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the number of women members 
who have left the Defence Forces in each of the past five years; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39974/21]

27/07/2021WRZZ05200Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 892, 
894 and 896 together.
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As at 30th June 2021, the latest date for which such data is available, the number of female 
personnel in the Permanent Defence Force (PDF) was 594. A breakdown of this strength by 
rank is attached. 

The table below details the number of females who discharged from Permanent Defence 
Force (PDF) and the number who have served overseas, in each of the past 5 years: 

Year Females discharged Females Served Overseas 
 2016  23 66
 2017  42 79
 2018  53  78
 2019  47 101 
 2020  28 105

 - LT MAJ BRIG COL LT COMDT CAPT LT TOTAL
GEN GEN GEN COL OFFRS

Strength 0 0 1 1 2 62 53 50 169

table cont.

- SM BQMS CS CQMS SGTS CPLS TOTAL PTES CA-
DETS

TOTAL

NCOS
Strength 0 0 5 9 71 95 180 241 4 594

Personnel discharge for a variety of reasons including on age grounds, at end of contract 
and voluntary discharges.  Discharges also include trainees who exited prior to completion of 
their initial training. 

In line with current policies and commitments a number of initiatives have been implement-
ed to increase the level of female participation in the Permanent Defence Force. These include:

-  Special consideration is paid to women as a target group for recruitment within the general 
recruitment framework.

-  A Gender Equality and Diversity Officer has been appointed to promote gender equality 
policies and training within the Defence Forces. The Defence Forces are committed to gender 
equality and employ a gender perspective in the planning and execution of operations both at 
home and overseas and in all policies and regulations. Gender Advisors are available to all Bri-
gades and Services and trained Gender Focal Points are deployed with all overseas units and 
ships in order to promote a gender perspective in operations. 

-  A Defence Forces Women’s Network was established with the aim of increasing the par-
ticipation of female personnel at all levels of the organisation. 

Over the lifetime of the White Paper on Defence, a number of projects will be progressed to 
ensure the development and promotion of strategies that continue to support increased female 
participation in the Defence Forces.

  The Government remains committed to a policy of equal opportunity for men and women 
throughout the Defence Forces and to the full participation by women in all aspects of Defence 
Forces activities. 

27/07/2021WRZZ05300Defence Forces
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27/07/2021WRZZ05400893. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the number of current members of 
the Defence Forces who are parents, by gender; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39971/21]

27/07/2021WRZZ05500Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am unable to provide a response to the 
Deputy as I am advised by the Military Authorities that these details are not routinely recorded 
and there are no parameters within the Defence Forces Personnel Management System Data-
base to faciliate an accurate return.

  Question No. 894 answered with Question No. 892.

27/07/2021WRAAA00300Defence Forces

27/07/2021WRAAA00400895. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the number of women recruited to 
the Defence Forces in each of the past five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39973/21]

27/07/2021WRAAA00500897. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence if the Defence Forces has under-
taken recruitment drives or campaigns specifically targeted at women; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39975/21]

27/07/2021WRAAA00600898. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence if the Defence Forces has un-
dertaken recruitment drives or campaigns specifically targeted at citizens from an ethnic back-
ground; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39976/21]

27/07/2021WRAAA00700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 895, 
897 and 898 together.

The table below shows the number of women inducted into the Permanent Defence Force 
in each of the past five years: 

 Year  Total Females Inducted  % of Total Inductions
 2016 54  7.8%
 2017 69  9.2%
 2018 50  8.2%
 2019 44  7.3%
 2020 42  7.8%
The military authorities advise that a number of initiatives have been undertaken with a 

view to increasing the number of women who join the Defence Forces. 

These include the launching of a strategic campaign with the specific objective of increasing 
the induction of women into the organisation. In addition to traditional media, the campaign 
was supported by social media posts, using serving female personnel as role models. 

Current campaigns have an enduring requirement to reach out to females within the recruit-
ment demographic via a variety of channels, including social media, sporting organisations and 
schools.

The military authorities further advise that potential applicants from an ethnic background 
are included in the target demographic that the Defence Forces seeks to reach in regular cam-
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paigns and ongoing promotions through various channels. 

The target demographic and associated gatekeepers, are reached through traditional media, 
schools and various recruitment events, including multicultural events when such opportunities 
present. 

  Question No. 896 answered with Question No. 892.

  Question No. 897 answered with Question No. 895.

  Question No. 898 answered with Question No. 895.

27/07/2021WRAAA01100Defence Forces

27/07/2021WRAAA01200899. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the number of Army barracks; 
and the staffing levels and the staffing capacity of each in tabular form. [39977/21]

27/07/2021WRAAA01300900. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the number of Naval Service 
bases; and the staffing levels and staffing capacity of each in tabular form. [39978/21]

27/07/2021WRAAA01400Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 899 and 
900 together.

The overall Defence property portfolio consists of a diverse range of facilities from conven-
tional military barracks to forts, camps and training lands. The following is a list of the 12 per-
manently occupied Defence Forces installations in which the Army is located across the State:  

Collins’ Barracks, Cork

Finner Camp, Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal

Cathal Brugha Barracks, Rathmines, Dublin 6

McKee Barracks, Dublin 7

St. Bricin’s Hospital, Dublin 7

Defence Forces Training Centre, Curragh Camp, Co. Kildare

Sarsfield Barracks, Limerick

Aiken Barracks, Dundalk, Co. Louth

Gormanston Camp, Gormanston, Co. Meath

Custume Barracks, Athlone, Co. Westmeath

Stephens’ Barracks, Kilkenny

Dún Ui Mhaoilíosa (Renmore) Barracks, Galway

In addition, the Naval Base, Haulbowline, Co. Cork and Casement Aerodrome, Baldonnel, 
Dublin 22 are also permanently occupied military installations.

For operational and security reasons, details of the staffing levels and the staffing capacity 
located at each military installation cannot be disclosed. It should be noted however that the 
number of personnel stationed at a particular location will frequently vary on an on-going basis, 
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as it is a normal operational feature for there to be a constant through-flow of personnel into and 
out of military installations on an ongoing basis.  

  Question No. 900 answered with Question No. 899.

27/07/2021WRAAA01600Defence Forces

27/07/2021WRAAA01700901. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the number of Army barracks that 
provide living quarters. [39979/21]

27/07/2021WRAAA01800902. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the occupancy of the living quar-
ters in Army barracks that provide same. [39980/21]

27/07/2021WRAAA01900903. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence when there was last a vacancy in 
the living quarters provided by the Defence Forces. [39982/21]

27/07/2021WRAAA02000Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 901, 
902 and 903 together.

As the Deputy will be aware it is a long standing policy that long term residential married 
quarters are no longer provided. Single-Living-In (SLI) accommodation is provided in every 
permanently occupied military installation.  The occupancy of SLI accommodation can fluctu-
ate on a daily basis, depending on location, the number of courses being held in a location and 
the duration of the course. 

I am advised by the Military authorities that there are a total of 59 Married Quarters, of 
which 1 is currently unoccupied and fit for occupation.

There are 4,489 Singe Living-In beds in the various Defence Forces Installations, of which 
2,576 beds are for short-term training purposes and the balance are for operational occupancy.

  Question No. 902 answered with Question No. 901.

  Question No. 903 answered with Question No. 901.

27/07/2021WRAAA02300Defence Forces

27/07/2021WRAAA02400904. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the number of apprentices on 
points 1 to 3 of the pay scale in relation to rates of pay for enlisted personnel of the Permanent 
Defence Force in tabular form. [39983/21]

27/07/2021WRAAA02500Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): There are a total of 42 apprentices on 
points 1 to 3 of the Permanent Defence Force apprentice payscale.  The table below shows the 
breakdown by scale points 1 to 3. 

Scale Point Number of Apprentices
1 16
2 8
3 18
Total 42

27/07/2021WRAAA02600Defence Forces
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27/07/2021WRAAA02700905. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the number of members of the 
Defence Forces at the rank of private grade 1 in the Permanent Defence Force in tabular form. 
[39984/21]

27/07/2021WRAAA02800906. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the number of personnel at the 
rank of able seaman third class in the Permanent Defence Force in tabular form. [39985/21]

27/07/2021WRAAA02900907. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the number of personnel at the 
rank of private 2-star class in the Permanent Defence Force in tabular form. [39986/21]

27/07/2021WRAAA03000908. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the number of personnel at the 
rank of seaman second class in the Permanent Defence Force in tabular form. [39987/21]

27/07/2021WRAAA03100Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 905, 
906, 907 and 908 together.

The ranks referred to by the Deputy are ranks which personnel occupy on a transitional basis 
until they qualify in their respective role. 

The table below contains the details, as at 30th June 2021, of the numbers in the ranks que-
ried by the Deputy.            

Rank Number in Rank
Private 2 Star 32
Private Grade   1 123
Seaman Second   Class 0
Seaman Third   Class 8
  

Question No. 906 answered with Question No. 905.

  Question No. 907 answered with Question No. 905.

  Question No. 908 answered with Question No. 905.

27/07/2021WRAAA03500Departmental Bodies

27/07/2021WRAAA03600909. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Defence the agencies and State organisa-
tions under his Department that are receiving State funding that do not have to declare salaries 
of employees under the 2016 code of governance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40031/21]

27/07/2021WRAAA03700Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The only State body under the aegis of 
my Department is the Army Pensions Board.  The Army Pensions Board is an independent 
statutory body established under the Army Pensions Act 1927 to provide for the payment of 
pensions, allowances and gratuities in certain circumstances to members of the Defence Forces. 

The 1927 Act specifies that the Board shall consist of a chairman and two ordinary mem-
bers.  The Secretary of the Army Pensions Board is an Executive Officer in my Department. 

Salaries/pay costs in relation to the Army Pensions Board are published annually in the Vote 
35 (Army Pensions) Appropriation Account.
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27/07/2021WRAAA03800Defence Forces

27/07/2021WRAAA03900910. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the status of the proposed transfer 
of lands at Rockbrae House, Bray, County Wicklow to Wicklow County Council; the stage mat-
ters are currently at; the estimated timeframe for the transfer of such lands; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40366/21]

27/07/2021WRAAA04000Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The property in question is surplus to 
military requirements and, in line with Government policy, the intention is to dispose of the 
property by way of transfer to Wicklow County Council, in order to support the provision of 
housing by that Local Authority.

Officials from my Department are currently liaising with the Chief State’s Solicitors Office 
on the necessary legal matters with regard to finalising contracts and the intention is to conclude 
the transfer as soon as possible, subject to the normal exigencies of the conveyancing process.

27/07/2021WRAAA04100Defence Forces

27/07/2021WRAAA04200911. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Defence his views on the Jadotville 
Report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40398/21]

27/07/2021WRAAA04300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Independent Review Group (IRG) 
was established to examine the issue of the award of military medals to personnel who served 
at Jadotville while deployed overseas on the UN peace support mission in the Congo in 1961.  
The IRG was asked to consider the entire case and evidence, including new evidence, if any, 
available. The IRG has completed its research and has submitted its report to the Chief of Staff, 
as the convening authority.  The Chief of Staff has submitted the report to me along with his 
advice.  The work of the Independent Review Group has now concluded.  

The deeply unsettling aftermath of Jadotville is detailed in the report as is the lack of per-
sonal welfare supports afforded to the men following events at Jadotville, their period in captiv-
ity and upon their return home. I have apologised to veterans and to their families on behalf of 
the State and the Government to the men of ‘A’ Company, 35th   Infantry Battalion and to their 
families for the lack of necessary supports or deserved recognition of their valiant service on 
their return from the Congo and for the many issue that arose as a result, some of which had 
tragic consequences.  The lack of supports in place at that time is extremely regrettable.  There 
have been great steps in the intervening years to support Defence Forces personnel, their fami-
lies and veterans through the work of the Defence Forces personnel support services.   

The report is substantial and makes a number of recommendations in respect of the issue of 
award of medals, honouring the role of families and the support they provided to veterans and 
in respect of veterans affairs. I can confirm that I will be considering all of the recommendations 
but time is needed to reflect fully on the detail of the report and on the specifics of the individual 
recommendations. Once this consideration has been completed it is my intention to respond 
further in relation to the individual recommendations. 

27/07/2021WRAAA04400Defence Forces

27/07/2021WRAAA04500912. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Defence the way in which Defence 
Forces recruitment and retention issues will be addressed; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40399/21]
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27/07/2021WRAAA04600914. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Defence the strength of the Perma-
nent Defence Force as of 30 June 2021; if he will provide a breakdown of all ranks across the 
three service and a breakdown by gender of same in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40886/21]

27/07/2021WRAAA04700917. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the number of existing members 
of the Defence Forces by service in tabular form; the established figure for that service; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40904/21]

27/07/2021WRAAA04800918. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the number of members of the 
Defence Forces by service that have left the Defence Forces over the past five years in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40905/21]

27/07/2021WRAAA04900Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I propose to take Questions Nos. 912, 
914, 917 and 918 together.

As at 30th June 2021, the strength of the Permanent Defence Force (PDF) was 8,519 per-
sonnel and the attached table provides a breakdown by rank, gender and service. The Govern-
ment remains committed to returning to, and maintaining the agreed strength of the Permanent 
Defence Force at 9,500 personnel, comprised of 7,520 Army personnel, 886 Air Corps person-
nel and 1,094 Naval Service personnel, as set out in the White Paper on Defence (2015). 

The table below details, by year and service, the total number of personnel who left the PDF 
over the past 5 years along with details of the cohort who discharged while in training:

- Army Naval Service Air Corps
Year Discharges 

Total
Discharges 
in Training

Discharges 
Total

Discharges 
in Training

Discharges 
Total

Discharges 
in Training

2016 525 137 103 30 51 4
2017 588 167 96 36 58 6
2018 529 110 148 25 63 4
2019 655 158 139 22 88 7
2020 488 156 100 28 48 6
Within the PDF, the term ‘discharges’ encompasses personnel who left for a variety of 

reasons including on age grounds, at end of contract and voluntary discharges and, as shown 
above, also includes a number of trainees who exited prior to completion of their initial training.

I have acknowledged in the past that there are on-going difficulties in the Defence Forces, 
and these have been well-documented. The sea-going service commitment scheme and an ex-
tension of a tax credit, both for sea-going Naval Service personnel, are examples of targeted 
measures aimed at retaining experienced personnel. This follows the reintroduction of a suc-
cessful service commitment scheme for Flying Officers in the Air Corps.

Recruitment continues and has resulted in 238 personnel being inducted as at 30th   June 
2021 and further inductions are planned.  

Further initiatives, that also play a role in restoring capacity and in boosting specialist’s 
numbers, include:

-  The campaign to re-enlist and re-commission former members of the Permanent Defence 
Force.  

-  Direct Entry is utilised for the recruitment of specialists with further competitions being 
progressed. 
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A Commission on the Defence Forces has also been established to examine a range of mat-
ters relating to the Defence Forces and are consulting widely. I look forward to receiving their 
recommendations in due course.

https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-07-27_pq912-27-7-21_en.xls.

27/07/2021WRAAA05000Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRAAA05100913. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Defence the last occasion on which a 
Department-wide review of all funding within his Department took place; the frequency of such 
reviews; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40631/21]

27/07/2021WRAAA05200Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): All Defence funding requirements are 
reviewed annually in the context of the Government budgetary process, with spending require-
ments and priorities informed by the 2015 White Paper on Defence and supported by internal 
equipment and infrastructural planning frameworks. 

My priority as Minister for Defence is to ensure that the operational capability of the De-
fence Forces is maintained to the greatest possible extent. As part of this ongoing process, I en-
sure that resources available to the Defence Forces to undertake their operational commitments 
are kept under constant review. 

For 2021, the total allocation provided for the Defence Sector was €1,072.4 million, includ-
ing €809.8 million for Vote 36 (Defence), and €262.6 million for Vote 35 (Army Pensions), an 
overall increase of over €32 million on 2020. This significant allocation ensures that adequate 
funding is available to the Defence Organisation to carry out all assigned roles, both at home 
and overseas, and to continue to deliver on White Paper commitments.

  Question No. 914 answered with Question No. 912.

27/07/2021WRBBB00300Defence Forces

27/07/2021WRBBB00400915. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Defence the strength of the Reserve 
Defence Force as of 30 June 2021; if he will provide a breakdown of all ranks across the three 
services; a breakdown by gender of same in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40887/21]

27/07/2021WRBBB00500Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Reserve Defence Force (RDF) is 
comprised of the First Line Reserve (FLR), the Army Reserve (AR) and the Naval Service 
Reserve (NSR).  

The effective strength of the Army Reserve (AR) and Naval Service Reserve (NSR) as of 30 
June, 2021, is 1,529 in total, broken down as follows:
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 AR  5  44  80  93  222  1  4  33  36  253  213  540  645  1407

 NR  0   3   8  11   22  0  4  4     0 13   13   34   66   122

The number of effective female Officers, NCOs and Privates in the Army Reserve and Naval 
Service Reserve as of 30 June, 2021, is 205 in total, broken down as follows:-   
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The substantive strength of the First Line Reserve (FLR) as of 30 June, 2021, is 263, broken 
down as follows:

 -  OFFR  NCO  PTE  TOTAL
 Army  -  13   119  132

 Air Corps  -   4    19   23
 Naval Service  3  17    88  108

 TOTAL  3  34  226  263

*The gender breakdown of the FLR is not available

27/07/2021WRBBB00600Defence Forces

27/07/2021WRBBB00700916. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Defence the number of overseas mis-
sions in which the Defence Forces are currently involved; the number of personnel involved in 
each mission; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40888/21]

27/07/2021WRBBB00800Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): As of 1 July 2021, Ireland is contributing 
579 personnel to 10 different missions throughout the world. The main overseas missions in 
which Defence Forces personnel are currently deployed are the United Nations Interim Force in 
Lebanon (UNIFIL) with 351 personnel and the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force 
(UNDOF) in Syria with 137 personnel.   Ireland also contributes observers and staff to various 
United Nations and OSCE missions and personnel to staff appointments at UN, EU, NATO/PfP 
and OSCE headquarters.   

Ireland has always been a strong supporter of the United Nations and UN Peacekeeping.  
Our commitment and support for the primary role of the United Nations, in the maintenance of 
international peace and security, is expressed in Ireland’s long-standing tradition of participat-
ing in UN peacekeeping operations.  This commitment is also expressed in our engagement in 
the EU’s Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP).

Full details of all personnel currently serving in missions overseas are listed in the tabular 
statement below. 

MEMBERS OF THE PERMANENT DEFENCE FORCE SERVING OVERSEAS AS 
OF 1 July 2021
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UN MISSIONS 
UNIFIL (United Nations Interim Force in 
Lebanon) HQUNIFIL 118th Infantry Battal-
ionUNIFIL Sector West HQ

93384

UNTSO (United Nations Truce Supervision 
Organisation) Israel & Syria

12

MINUSMA (United Nations mission in 
MALI)

14

MINURSO (United Nations Mission for the 
Referendum in Western Sahara)

2

MONUSCO (United Nations Stabilisation 
Mission in the Democratic of the Congo) 

3

UNDOF (COS Staff/FHQ Staff - Camp 
Faouar - Bravo side)UNDOF 63rd Infantry 
Group (Camp Faouar - Bravo side) 

8129

TOTAL 519
UN MANDATED MISSIONS
EUFOR (EU-led Operation in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina)

5

EUTM Mali (EU-led Training Mission) 20
KFOR (International Security Presence in 
Kosovo) HQ 

13 

Naval Service EU Mission (Op Irini HQ) 3 
TOTAL NUMBER  OF PERSONNEL 
SERVING WITH UN MISSIONS

560

ORGANISATION FOR SECURITY AND 
CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE (OSCE)
Staff Officer, High Level Planning Group, 
Vienna

1

EU MILITARY STAFF
Brussels 4
MILITARY REPRESENTATIVES/ADVIS-
ERS/STAFF
Military Adviser, Permanent Mission to 
UN, New York

2

Military Adviser, Irish Delegation to OSCE, 
Vienna

1

Military Representative in PSC Delegation 
(Brussels)

6

Liaison Office of Ireland, NATO/PfP (Brus-
sels)

3

EU OHQ Operation Althea, Mons, Belgium 1
Irish Liaison Officer to SHAPE & Military 
Co-Op Division, Mons, Belgium               

1

TOTAL NUMBER OF DEFENCE FORC-
ES PERSONNEL SERVING OVERSEAS

579
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Question No. 917 answered with Question No. 912.

  Question No. 918 answered with Question No. 912.

27/07/2021WRBBB01100Defence Forces

27/07/2021WRBBB01200919. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Defence the current rates of pay and allow-
ances for all members of the Defence Forces in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40965/21]

27/07/2021WRBBB01300Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I wish to advise the Deputy that the cur-
rent rates of pay and allowances for all members of the Defence Forces are publically available 
through the Department of Defence Website  (www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/e8132-
routinely-published-information/#defence-forces-pay-scales).  

27/07/2021WRBBB01400Covid-19 Paindéim

27/07/2021WRBBB01500920. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Education if she has risk assessed 
the impact on health in particular of children of Covid-19- related cleaning, disinfecting, fog-
ging and sanitising procedures in schools; if so, if that risk assessment will be made available; 
if these procedures will continue once schools reopen in autumn 2021 (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [40299/21]

27/07/2021WRBBB01600921. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Education if schoolchildren will 
be subjected to invasive procedures such as mask wearing, antigen or other testing or proce-
dures (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40301/21]

27/07/2021WRBBB01700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 920 and 
921 together.

The aim of all of the Covid-19 infection prevention and control measures that have been put 
in place for schools is to support schools to operate safely and prevent the introduction of Co-
vid-19 and also the onward of transmission of Covid-19 among the school community.  There 
is clear evidence from the operation of schools during the past year that schools are low risk 
environments in terms of the transmission of COVID-19 and that the infection prevention and 
control measures in place are highly effective in reducing the risk of contracting COVID-19. 
These measures protect pupils, their parents and school staff. 

The infection prevention and control advice for schools is provided by specialists from the 
Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC).  The advice for the safe operation of schools 
balances the need for a practical and sensible level of caution with the need to provide a sup-
portive environment for students and where staff feel safe and able to engage with students in a 
way that supports their learning.  

Control measures to reduce the risk of spread of COVID-19 in schools are critically impor-
tant to sustain the safe operation of schools. The Work Safely Protocol and the HPSC advice 
for schools sets out the cleaning requirements for general cleaning and the enhanced cleaning 
in the event of a COVID-19 case.  The specific advice in relation to school cleaning is set out in 
the HPSC advice. That report is available here  .  

Current public health advice makes it a requirement for face coverings to be worn by teach-
ers, staff in schools and students attending post primary school. It is not a requirement for 
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children attending primary school to wear face-coverings. It is accepted from a public health 
perspective that there are certain limited circumstances where someone is exempt from wearing 
face covering. The advice of the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) on the use of 
face coverings in educational settings is available here  .

The Department will continue to work with the public health specialists regarding the infec-
tion prevention and control measures necessary in schools for the 2021/2022 academic year and 
implement as appropriate any changes necessary to support the safe operation of schools in line 
with any changes to public health advice to manage the spread of COVID-19 during the course 
of the 2021/2022 academic year.   

The approach to reopening in the new academic year remains the same in that one of the key 
messages to manage the risks of COVID-19 in school is to do everything practical to avoid the 
introduction of COVID-19 into the school. If infection is not introduced it cannot be spread. In 
this regard significant emphasis has been placed consistently on the message to staff, students 
and the whole school community to ‘stay at home if you are not well’. 

The overriding objective of these plans for the safe operation of schools continues to be to 
protect the health and wellbeing of staff and students while safeguarding the educational and 
developmental needs of the nation’s children.

  Question No. 921 answered with Question No. 920.

27/07/2021WRBBB01900Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRBBB02000922. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Education if her attention has been 
drawn to the difficulties in the discussions on the funding promised for a centre (details sup-
plied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39082/21]

27/07/2021WRBBB02100926. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education the status of talks with an 
educational facility (details supplied). [39144/21]

27/07/2021WRBBB02200944. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Education if it will be ensured that the 
current staff of a centre (details supplied) are retained in their current roles; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [39298/21]

27/07/2021WRBBB02300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 922, 
926 and 944 together.

I am aware of the issues raised by the Centre referred to by the Deputies. My officials have 
met with representatives of the Centre on a number of occasions and are open to further engage-
ment. 

The Centre sought additional funding of a minimum of €50,000 and additional funding for 
12 staffing posts.  In addition, the centre sought security of tenure for staff. 

My Department increased the funding which was previously available to the centre by 
€100,000 to bring its contribution to €177,500. In response to the request for teaching supports, 
my Department identified a long term strategic framework to support the centre in this regard, 
including provision of teaching support in the interim. 

To date the Centre has indicated that none of the proposals set out by my Department to 
support the centre are acceptable and it has indicated on a number of occasions that talks have 
broken down. My Department has recently written to the centre outlining the terms of a sustain-
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able framework to support the centre in to the future. 

Further to this correspondence, my Department has received additional correspondence 
from the Centre and will be replying directly to the Centre’s Board of Management. My Depart-
ment will continue to work with the centre as long as it is willing to remain engaged.

27/07/2021WRBBB02400School Staff

27/07/2021WRBBB02500923. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Education if she will sanction an 
increase on the current SNA resources at a school (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [39085/21]

27/07/2021WRBBB02600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The NCSE has responsibility for plan-
ning and coordinating school supports for children with special educational needs including 
the allocation of SNAs and reviews. The Department does not have a role in making individual 
school determinations. Accordingly your correspondence has been forwarded to the NCSE for 
direct reply.

The Special Needs Assistant (SNA) scheme is designed to provide schools with additional 
adult support staff who can assist children with special educational needs who also have addi-
tional and significant care needs.  Such support is provided in order to facilitate the attendance 
of those pupils at school and also to minimise disruption to class or teaching time for the pupils 
concerned, or for their peers, and with a view to developing their independent living skills.

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource. The 
deployment of SNAs within schools is a matter for the individual Principal/Board of Manage-
ment of the school.  SNAs should be deployed by the school in a manner which best meets the 
care support requirements of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA support has 
been allocated. 

It is a matter for schools to allocate support as required, and on the basis of individual need, 
which allows schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised. 

In light of the disruption caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, the introduction of the new 
Frontloaded Allocation Model for SNAs for students in mainstream classes in primary and post 
-primary schools is to be deferred for a further year to the beginning of the 2022/23 school year. 

In order to minimise disruption for schools, in the current circumstances, and to provide for 
continuity of allocations the following arrangements for the allocation of Special Needs Assis-
tants for mainstream classes for the 2021/22 school year: 

-  Existing mainstream class SNA allocations in schools on 30 April 2021 will be maintained 
and will automatically rollover into the 2021/22 school year.

-  No school will therefore receive an allocation less than that which they had on 30 April 
2021.

-  SNAs currently in mainstream settings can continue in post for the next school year in the 
normal way.

-  Priority consideration will now be given by the NCSE to applications for increased sup-
port for the 2021/22 school year, in particular, applications from schools with no SNAs and 
developing schools will be prioritised. Determinations will be made before 30 June. Other ap-
plications will be processed in order of date received.
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-  As in previous years, where circumstances change during the course of the 2021/22 school 
year that materially increase the level of care need in a school to the extent that the school can 
clearly demonstrate that it cannot be met within the existing SNA allocation, the school may 
apply to the NCSE for a review. Detailed information on the NCSE exceptional review process 
is published on the NCSE website ncse.ie/for-schools.

 The NCSE have published the SNA allocations on their website ncse.ie. 

SNA allocations for special classes and special schools are not affected by this arrangement.

Circular 0029/2021 has been published and advises schools of the arrangements for the al-
location of SNAs for the 2021/22 school year.

Provisions set out in Circular 0030/2020 have been extended for the 2021/22 school year.

Circulars 29/2021 and 30/2020  are available on the Departments website.

My Department does not have a role in making individual school determinations. Accord-
ingly your question has been forwarded to the NCSE for direct reply.

27/07/2021WRBBB02700Education Costs

27/07/2021WRBBB02800924. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education the amount cur-
rently spent by her Department on educational psychologists; and the average salary of an edu-
cational psychologist. [39127/21]

27/07/2021WRBBB02900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The total salary costs for psychologists in 
the National Educational Psychological Service up to the end of June 2021 is €18.6M and the 
average salary of a psychologist is €70,000.   

27/07/2021WRBBB03000Educational Disadvantage

27/07/2021WRBBB03100925. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Education if she will consider some 
special measures for DEIS secondary voluntary schools whose staff and students have to de-
vote substantial hours to fundraising in order to meet funding shortfalls compared to fully 
funded schools; and if she has considered proposals put forward by a school (details supplied). 
[39138/21]

27/07/2021WRBBB03200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I acknowledge the detailed proposal 
from the school referred to by the Deputy. I am aware there has been extensive engagement 
over the past few years on this issue with my Department, and that this particular school had 
made representations previously.

The funding arrangements for post primary schools reflect the sectoral arrangements which 
exist at post primary level. Voluntary Secondary schools in the free education scheme are fund-
ed by way of per capita grants. Funding provided to schools in the Education and Training 
Board (ETB), Community and Comprehensive sectors is primarily based on budgets deter-
mined by my Department. At the core of these arrangements is reliance upon capitation as a 
key determinant of funding. Enrolments are the main driver in the level of funding provided. 

Some equalisation measures have been introduced to rectify historical inconsistencies in 
the funding arrangements for Voluntary Secondary schools. It is estimated that up to €21m was 
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provided in equalisation funding in the period up to 2009.

As agreed with the Joint Managerial Body (JMB), who are the management body repre-
senting schools in the voluntary sector, future improvements in equalisation funding is to be 
directed in the first instance at the elimination of the School Salary grant deduction from the 
capitation payable to Voluntary Secondary Schools. This salary grant deduction amounts to 
€563 per teaching post. 

Budget 2020 provided funding to cater for a 20% reduction in the School Salary Grant de-
duction commencing in the 2020/21 school year. This will bring the deduction down from €563 
to €450.40 per whole-time equivalent teaching post. 

DEIS - Delivering Equality of Opportunity in Schools is the main policy initiative of my 
Department to address educational disadvantage at school level. My Department will spend 
over €150million on supports for schools under the DEIS programme in 2021. DEIS supports 
are targeted at supporting the educational outcomes of those pupils most at risk of educational 
disadvantage, and are not intended to cover the day to day costs of the school as is the case with 
capitation funding. Such supports are applied equitably across all DEIS post-primary schools, 
irrespective of the patronage or governance model for a given school. 

Evidence from the evaluation of the DEIS programme to date demonstrates that it is having 
a positive effect on tackling educational disadvantage and improvements in educational out-
comes have been experienced across each of the post primary sectors.

It is existing policy to equalise the gap in general funding between post-primary schools in 
the different sectors and some progress has been made in this regard. In any further plans to 
equalise this gap through the reduction of the School Salary Grant, my Department will give 
full consideration to the challenges faced by DEIS Voluntary Secondary Schools. However, 
there are no plans to change the allocation of DEIS resources to address differences in school 
funding which apply on the basis of the sectoral division in the post primary system on the basis 
that DEIS resources are already applied in an equitable manner across all DEIS post-primary 
schools. 

  Question No. 926 answered with Question No. 922.

27/07/2021WRBBB03400Special Educational Needs

27/07/2021WRBBB03500927. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Education the progress that has been 
made to secure an autism class in a school (details supplied). [39181/21]

27/07/2021WRBBB03600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Enabling children with special educa-
tional needs to receive an education appropriate to their needs is a priority for this Government. 

This year, just under 25% of the total Education budget or €2bn will be invested in support-
ing children with special educational needs (SEN).   As a result, the numbers of special educa-
tion teachers, SNAs and special class and school places are at unprecedented levels. 

For the coming school year there will be over 13,600 Special Education Teachers allocated 
to mainstream schools, who will support class teachers to address the special educational needs 
and learning needs of pupils who attend mainstream schools.

This year we are also providing for two new special schools and 269 new special classes. 
We will have a total of 2,118 special classes in 2021/22, which is the largest number of special 
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classes that we have ever had, and compares to 548 classes available in 2011.

18,000 Special Needs Assistants will be available to support the care needs of pupils with 
special educational needs in our schools.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and 
advising on the education provision for children nationwide. 

NCSE is planning a further expansion of special class and special school places nationally, 
to meet identified need. This process is ongoing. Through better planning at both national and 
local level, it is my objective that specialist education places should come on stream to meet 
emerging demand on a timely basis.

Planning for future needs takes into consideration the current availability of such places and 
focuses on those locations where additional provision is required. However, the active collabo-
ration of school communities is essential in this regard. 

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school.

In establishing new special classes, the NCSE is required to satisfy itself that the class is 
both sustainable and available to all of the students who may need special class placements in 
a particular area.

I have requested the NCSE to engage with the schools in question regarding future expan-
sion of SEN provision in their schools. 

The local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) are available to assist and advise 
parents of children with special educational needs. Parents may contact SENOs directly using 
the contact details available at: ncse.ie/regional-services-contact-list. 

I can assure the Deputy that my Department will continue to prioritise investment in special 
education. 

27/07/2021WRBBB03700Special Educational Needs

27/07/2021WRBBB03800928. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Education if she has initiated talks within 
her Department in relation to a new school for Dublin 12 which will include autism classes 
given forward planning is needed in view of the fact there will be more than 6,000 new resi-
dents over the next two years in the area. [39182/21]

27/07/2021WRBBB03900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In order to plan for school provision and 
analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 school plan-
ning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, utilising data from a range of sources 
including information on planned and current residential development, to identify where the 
pressure for school places across the country will arise. Dublin 12 is situated in the Dolphins 
Barn_Dublin12 school planning area. As the Deputy is aware, major new residential develop-
ments in a school planning area have the potential to alter demand in that area.  In that regard, as 
part of the demographic exercises, my Department engages with each local authority to obtain 
the up-to-date data on residential development activity.  Where data indicates that additional 
provision is required at primary or post primary level, the delivery of such additional provision 
is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may be provided through either 
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one, or a combination of, the following:- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or 
schools,- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,- Provision of a new school or schools. 

My Department’s most recent projections do not indicate significant increases in school 
place requirements at either primary or post primary level in the Dolphin’s Barn_D12 school 
planning area.  Planned residential development is included in these projections.   Nevertheless, 
my Department will continue to work to ensure that there is sufficient capacity in the area to 
meet school place demand and will keep the requirements in Dublin 12, as with all other school 
planning areas, under review.  In respect of provision for pupils with special educational needs, 
my Department has approved the following 2 projects were for ASD provision in Dublin 12 in 
2021 under the Additional Schools Accommodation (ASA) scheme:   St. Damian’s NS, Per-
rystown, Dublin 12 – a one class Special Education Needs room  Our Lady of the Wayside NS, 
Bluebell, Dublin 12 – three class Special Education Needs rooms.  In addition, a new special 
school will be established for the 2021/2022 school year in the former Scoil Colm, Crumlin. 
The school will operate under the patronage of the Archbishop of Dublin and will be known as 
Our Lady of Hope School. Reconfiguration works are currently being undertaken in the build-
ing to facilitate the school’s establishment.  The school will offer places to students with autism 
and general learning disabilities with priority given to children with no offer of a placement for 
September next. Requirements for special education provision will continue to be kept under 
review.  

27/07/2021WRBBB04000Special Educational Needs

27/07/2021WRBBB04100929. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Education her views on whether early 
start needs an overhaul and autistic children need extra support to be able to fulfil their poten-
tial; and if there are plans in relation to same. [39183/21]

27/07/2021WRBBB04200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Early Start programme was estab-
lished in 1994, and is a one-year intervention to meet the needs of children aged between 3 
years and 5 years who are at risk of not reaching their potential within the school system. It in-
volves an educational programme to enhance overall development, help prevent school failure 
and offset the effects of social disadvantage.

Since the inception of Early Start, the early childhood education and care landscape has 
changed significantly with the introduction of the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) 
scheme in 2010, and the extension of this scheme to a two year programme in 2018.  The ECCE 
scheme is under the remit of my colleague the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth, and officials of my Department and its agencies co-operate closely with that 
Department, particularly in relation to Síolta and Aistear  , the national quality and curriculum 
frameworks for early years care and education.  

While the ECCE scheme is the national universal two-year pre-school scheme available to 
all children, the Early Start programme continues to run in 40 primary schools in designated 
areas of urban disadvantage, and has capacity for 1,620 children each year. Early Start units 
attached to primary schools are staffed by teachers and child care workers, and the role of the 
child care workers is to meet the care needs of all the children in the unit, including those chil-
dren with special educational needs.  The programme opens each year to new child enrolments. 

My Department also plays a key role in the ongoing development of the Access and Inclu-
sion Model (AIM) which was launched in June 2016 by the Department of Children, Equality, 
Diversity, Integration and Youth (DCEDIY). AIM is a model of supports designed to ensure that 
children with disabilities can access the ECCE scheme.  AIM supports are provided through 
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the ECCE scheme.  The main supports are grouped into universal or targeted supports. Where 
universal supports are not enough to meet the needs of an individual child, targeted supports are 
available to ensure the child can meaningfully participate in pre-school. 

My Department has made provision for Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) classes for chil-
dren of pre-school age for whom places aren’t available from providers of the ECCE scheme. 
These classes are attached to mainstream schools.  There are currently 135 of these ASD classes 
across the country providing targeted supports for 737 pupils.  Moreover, where places in those 
classes are not currently available to pupils my Department provides Home Tuition grants to 
enable access to pre-school education for those children. In the last school year there were 522 
pre-school children being supported by the Home Tuition scheme.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is available to provide further advice 
and assistance in respect of the supports available which are delivered locally through their 
national network of Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) who interact with parents 
and schools and liaise with the HSE in providing resources to support children with special 
educational needs.

27/07/2021WRBBB04300Special Educational Needs

27/07/2021WRBBB04400930. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Education the longest period currently 
spent on the home tuition grant by a child with additional educational needs; the average time 
spent on a home tuition grant by children with additional educational needs in 2019, 2020 and 
to date in 2021; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39187/21]

27/07/2021WRBBB04500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The purpose of the Home Tuition Grant 
Scheme is to provide funding towards the provision of a compensatory educational service for 
children who, for a number of specific reasons, are unable to attend school.

Home tuition is not an alternative to a school placement and is provided in very limited and 
specific circumstances. By its nature, it is intended to be a short term intervention.

The scheme provides a compensatory educational service for

-  Children with special educational needs seeking an educational placement in a recognised 
school 

-  Students, enrolled in  schools, with significant medical conditions which has caused, and 
is likely to continue to cause, major disruption to their attendance at school

-  The scheme also provides Home Tuition for pre-school/early educational intervention for 
children  with autism who meet the schemes eligibility criteria.

Each of the strands of the scheme prescribe the hours available for allocation. For children 
with Autism aged from 2.5 years to 3 years the number of tuition hours available is 10. From 3 
years, for children with Autism for whom school placements are not available, the number of 
available tuition hours is 20 per week.

For children with special educational needs over 4 years for whom school placements are 
not available, the number of available tuition hours is 20 per week.

For children with medical conditions the hours granted are reflective of the time the child 
has been absent from school and these are listed in my Department’s Home Tuition circular.
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Departments Circular 0038/2021, which sets out the number of hours applicable under each 
strand of the scheme. The applicable criteria under which children qualify for Home Tuition 
support are set out in this circular.

Home Tuition statistics in relation to the length of time that individual children have been 
sanctioned for home tuition support, as requested by the Deputy, are not readily available. The 
information provided below relates to the number of applications for Home Tuition support 
sanctioned under the scheme. at any one time, a small number children with significant health 
conditions will be in receipt of home tuition on an ongoing basis due to the severity of their 
condition.

It is important to note that Home tuition funding is not an alternative to a school placement, 
by its nature it is intended to be a short term intervention.

For this reason home tuition will not be available where a suitable school placement has 
been identified by the NCSE.  

Similarly, failure to enrol a child in school will not give rise to eligibility under this scheme.

The local SENO will continue to be available to engage with the family and the school con-
cerned to ensure that the child’s needs are addressed.

Details of the number of applications for Home Tuition support which were sanctioned in 
2019, 2020 and 2021 school year:  

 - Mental 
Health 

Medical ASD Early 
Intervention 

SEN no 
placement 

Total Cost 

2018/2019 381 303 158 829 1,671 €18,741,450 
2019/2020 364 277 120 703 1,464 €15,040,000 
2020/2021 346 227 106 752 1,335 n/a 

27/07/2021WRBBB04600Legislative Process

27/07/2021WRBBB04700931. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Education if she plans to hold a review 
of the operation of the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018; if so, the timeframe for the 
review; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39188/21]

27/07/2021WRBBB04800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In relation to school admissions, it is the 
responsibility of the managerial authorities of all schools to implement an enrolment policy in 
accordance with the Education Act, 1998 and the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018. 
My Department’s main responsibility is to ensure that schools in an area can, between them, 
cater for all pupils seeking school places in that area. 

The Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 strives to create a new more parent-friend-
ly, equitable and consistent approach to how school admissions policy operates for the almost 
4,000 primary and post-primary schools in this country. 

All schools have drafted admissions policies, which have been approved by the Patron, 
following consultation with staff and parents of children who are attending the school.  These 
policies are effective for admission to school in September 2021 onwards. 

There is a statutory requirement to review section 11 of the act, 5 years after the section 
came into operation. This will be undertaken in 2023.  
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27/07/2021WRBBB04900Capitation Grants

27/07/2021WRBBB05000932. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education the amount of 
capitation per pupil at primary and secondary level in each of the years 2019, 2020 and 2021, 
in tabular form. [39190/21]

27/07/2021WRBBB05100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department provides capitation 
funding to all recognised primary schools and post primary schools within the free education 
scheme. 

My Department provide funding to primary schools by way of per capita grants, subject to 
a minimum grant equivalent to 60 pupils.The funding arrangements for post primary schools 
reflect the sectoral division of the second-level system.  At the core of these arrangements is 
reliance upon capitation as a key determinant of funding.  Enrolments are the main driver in the 
level of funding provided.

ETB, Community & Comprehensive sector are primarily based on budgets determined by 
the Department.  

The Voluntary Secondary School Sector are based on per capita grants provided by the De-
partment. 

The capitation grant rates are outlined in the following tables:

Capitation Grant Rates

 Year Primary(Rate per pupil) Voluntary Secondary(Rate 
per pupil)

2018 €170.00 €296.00
1/9/2019 €179.00 €309.00
1/9/2020 €183.00 €316.00
2021 €183.00 €316.00

Ancillary/Support Services Funding (SSSF) 

 Year Primary(Rate per pupil) Voluntary Secondary(Rate 
per pupil)

2019 €169.00 €222.00
2020 €171.00 €223.50
2021 €173.00 €224.50
Book Grants

Year Grant Type Primary
(Rate per pupil)

Voluntary   Second-
ary
(Rate per pupil)

2019-2021 Non DEIS €11.00 €24.00
2020-2021 DEIS €21.00 €39.00
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27/07/2021WRBBB05200Capitation Grants

27/07/2021WRBBB05300933. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education the amount of 
capitation funding allocated to schools in 2020. [39192/21]

27/07/2021WRBBB05400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department provides funding to Pri-
mary and Post-Primary schools by way of per capita grants. The two main grants are the Capi-
tation grant to cater for day to day running costs such as heating, lighting, cleaning, insurance, 
general up-keep etc. and the Ancillary/School Services Support Fund (SSSF) to cater for the 
cost of employing ancillary services staff.  Schools also receive a range of other grants includ-
ing Book Grants, Programme grants etc.  

In addition, under the COVID-19 response plans, a range of supports are being made avail-
able to all recognised schools in the free education scheme which include additional financial 
supports to provide for Cleaning, PPE and hand hygiene, Enhanced Supervision and the em-
ployment of aides.

€476.1m of capitation related grant funding was paid to primary and post-primary schools in 
2020 which included €56m for grants to provide for PPE, enhanced cleaning, the employment 
of aides and €12.6m for grants for enhanced supervision and high risk ancillary substitution.

Special Educational Needs

934. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education the progress that has been made 
to secure an autism class in schools (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [39193/21]

27/07/2021WRCCC00400Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): En-
abling children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to their needs 
is a priority for this Government. 

This year, just under 25% of the total Education budget or €2bn will be invested in support-
ing children with special educational needs (SEN).   As a result, the numbers of special educa-
tion teachers, SNAs and special class and school places are at unprecedented levels. 

For the coming school year there will be over 13,600 Special Education Teachers allocated 
to mainstream schools, who will support class teachers to address the special educational needs 
and learning needs of pupils who attend mainstream schools.

This year we are also providing for two new special schools and 269 new special classes. 
We will have a total of 2,118 special classes in 2021/22, which is the largest number of special 
classes that we have ever had, and compares to 548 classes available in 2011.

18,000 Special Needs Assistants will be available to support the care needs of pupils with 
special educational needs in our schools.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and 
advising on the education provision for children nationwide. 

NCSE is planning a further expansion of special class and special school places nationally, 
to meet identified need. This process is ongoing. Through better planning at both national and 
local level, it is my objective that specialist education places should come on stream to meet 
emerging demand on a timely basis.
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Planning for future needs takes into consideration the current availability of such places and 
focuses on those locations where additional provision is required. However, the active collabo-
ration of school communities is essential in this regard. 

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school.

In establishing new special classes, the NCSE is required to satisfy itself that the class is 
both sustainable and available to all of the students who may need special class placements in 
a particular area.

I have requested the NCSE to engage with the schools in question regarding future expan-
sion of SEN provision in their schools. 

The local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) are available to assist and advise 
parents of children with special educational needs. Parents may contact SENOs directly using 
the contact details available at: ncse.ie/regional-servic  es-contact-list. 

I can assure the Deputy that my Department will continue to prioritise investment in special 
education. 

School Accommodation

935. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education her views on whether forward 
planning is needed for Dublin 12 given that there will be an increase of over 6,000 new resi-
dents in the area in next two years; if she has spoken to her Department regarding a new school 
for the area which will include autism classes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[39194/21]

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In order to plan for school provision and 
analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 school plan-
ning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, utilising data from a range of sources 
including information on planned and current residential development, to identify where the 
pressure for school places across the country will arise. Dublin 12 is situated in the Dolphins 
Barn_Dublin12 school planning area. As the Deputy is aware, major new residential develop-
ments in a school planning area have the potential to alter demand in that area.  In that regard, as 
part of the demographic exercises, my Department engages with each local authority to obtain 
the up-to-date data on residential development activity.  Where data indicates that additional 
provision is required at primary or post primary level, the delivery of such additional provision 
is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may be provided through either 
one, or a combination of, the following:- Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or 
schools,- Extending the capacity of a school or schools,- Provision of a new school or schools. 

My Department’s most recent projections do not indicate significant increases in school 
place requirements at either primary or post primary level in the Dolphin’s Barn_D12 school 
planning area.  Planned residential development is included in these projections. Nevertheless, 
my Department will continue to work to ensure that there is sufficient capacity in the area to 
meet school place demand and will keep the requirements in Dublin 12, as with all other school 
planning areas, under review.In respect of provision for pupils with special educational needs, 
my Department has approved the following 2 projects were for ASD provision in Dublin 12 
in 2021 under the Additional Schools Accommodation (ASA) scheme: St. Damian’s NS, Per-
rystown, Dublin 12 – a one class Special Education Needs roomOur Lady of the Wayside NS, 
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Bluebell, Dublin 12 – three class Special Education Needs rooms.In addition, a new special 
school will be established for the 2021/2022 school year in the former Scoil Colm, Crumlin. 
The school will operate under the patronage of the Archbishop of Dublin and will be known as 
Our Lady of Hope School. Reconfiguration works are currently being undertaken in the build-
ing to facilitate the school’s establishment.  The school will offer places to students with autism 
and general learning disabilities with priority given to children with no offer of a placement for 
September next. Requirements for special education provision will continue to be kept under 
review.  

Special Educational Needs

936. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education her views on whether early start 
requires an overhaul and that autistic children need additional support to be able to fulfil their 
potential; her plans in this regard; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39195/21]

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Early Start programme was estab-
lished in 1994, and is a one-year intervention to meet the needs of children aged between 3 
years and 5 years who are at risk of not reaching their potential within the school system. It in-
volves an educational programme to enhance overall development, help prevent school failure 
and offset the effects of social disadvantage.

Since the inception of Early Start, the early childhood education and care landscape has 
changed significantly with the introduction of the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) 
scheme in 2010, and the extension of this scheme to a two year programme in 2018.  The ECCE 
scheme is under the remit of my colleague the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth, and officials of my Department and its agencies co-operate closely with that 
Department, particularly in relation to Síolta and Aistear  , the national quality and curriculum 
frameworks for early years care and education.  

While the ECCE scheme is the national universal two-year pre-school scheme available to 
all children, the Early Start programme continues to run in 40 primary schools in designated 
areas of urban disadvantage, and has capacity for 1,620 children each year. Early Start units 
attached to primary schools are staffed by teachers and child care workers, and the role of the 
child care workers is to meet the care needs of all the children in the unit, including those chil-
dren with special educational needs.  The programme opens each year to new child enrolments. 

My Department also plays a key role in the ongoing development of the Access and Inclu-
sion Model (AIM) which was launched in June 2016 by the Department of Children, Equality, 
Diversity, Integration and Youth (DCEDIY). AIM is a model of supports designed to ensure that 
children with disabilities can access the ECCE scheme.  AIM supports are provided through 
the ECCE scheme.  The main supports are grouped into universal or targeted supports. Where 
universal supports are not enough to meet the needs of an individual child, targeted supports are 
available to ensure the child can meaningfully participate in pre-school. 

My Department has made provision for Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) classes for chil-
dren of pre-school age for whom places aren’t available from providers of the ECCE scheme. 
These classes are attached to mainstream schools.  There are currently 135 of these ASD classes 
across the country providing targeted supports for 737 pupils.  Moreover, where places in those 
classes are not currently available to pupils my Department provides Home Tuition grants to 
enable access to pre-school education for those children. In the last school year there were 522 
pre-school children being supported by the Home Tuition scheme.
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The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is available to provide further advice 
and assistance in respect of the supports available which are delivered locally through their 
national network of Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) who interact with parents 
and schools and liaise with the HSE in providing resources to support children with special 
educational needs.

Special Educational Needs

937. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Education the progress that has been 
made to secure an autism class in a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [39197/21]

27/07/2021WRCCC01300Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): En-
abling children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to their needs 
is a priority for this Government. 

This year, just under 25% of the total Education budget or €2bn will be invested in support-
ing children with special educational needs (SEN).   As a result, the numbers of special educa-
tion teachers, SNAs and special class and school places are at unprecedented levels. 

For the coming school year there will be over 13,600 Special Education Teachers allocated 
to mainstream schools, who will support class teachers to address the special educational needs 
and learning needs of pupils who attend mainstream schools.

This year we are also providing for two new special schools and 269 new special classes. 
We will have a total of 2,118 special classes in 2021/22, which is the largest number of special 
classes that we have ever had, and compares to 548 classes available in 2011.

18,000 Special Needs Assistants will be available to support the care needs of pupils with 
special educational needs in our schools.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and 
advising on the education provision for children nationwide. 

NCSE is planning a further expansion of special class and special school places nationally, 
to meet identified need. This process is ongoing. Through better planning at both national and 
local level, it is my objective that specialist education places should come on stream to meet 
emerging demand on a timely basis.

Planning for future needs takes into consideration the current availability of such places and 
focuses on those locations where additional provision is required. However, the active collabo-
ration of school communities is essential in this regard. 

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school.

In establishing new special classes, the NCSE is required to satisfy itself that the class is 
both sustainable and available to all of the students who may need special class placements in 
a particular area.

I have requested the NCSE to engage with the schools in question regarding future expan-
sion of SEN provision in their schools. 
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The local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) are available to assist and advise 
parents of children with special educational needs. Parents may contact SENOs directly using 
the contact details available at: ncse.ie/regional-services-contact-list  . 

I can assure the Deputy that my Department will continue to prioritise investment in special 
education. 

Special Educational Needs

938. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Education the plans that have been put 
in place for the provision of new schools for the Dublin 12 area and in particular ASD education 
given the expansion of the area with over 6,000 new residents in the next two years. [39198/21]

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In order to plan for school provision and 
analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 school 
planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, utilising data from a range of 
sources including information on planned and current residential development, to identify 
where the pressure for school places across the country will arise.  

Dublin 12 is situated in the Dolphins Barn_Dublin12 school planning area. 

As the Deputy is aware, major new residential developments in a school planning area have 
the potential to alter demand in that area.  In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, 
my Department engages with each local authority to obtain the up-to-date data on residential 
development activity.  

Where data indicates that additional provision is required at primary or post primary level, 
the delivery of such additional provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each 
case and may be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

-  Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

-  Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

-  Provision of a new school or schools. 

My Department’s most recent projections do not indicate significant increases in school 
place requirements at either primary or post primary level in the Dolphin’s Barn_D12 school 
planning area.  Planned residential development is included in these projections. 

Nevertheless, my Department will continue to work to ensure that there is sufficient capac-
ity in the area to meet school place demand and will keep the requirements in Dublin 12, as with 
all other school planning areas, under review.

In respect of provision for pupils with special educational needs, my Department has ap-
proved the following 2 projects were for ASD provision in Dublin 12 in 2021 under the Addi-
tional Schools Accommodation (ASA) scheme: 

St. Damian’s NS, Perrystown, Dublin 12 – a one class Special Education Needs room

Our Lady of the Wayside NS, Bluebell, Dublin 12 – three class Special Education Needs 
rooms.

In addition, a new special school will be established for the 2021/2022 school year in the 
former Scoil Colm, Crumlin. The school will operate under the patronage of the Archbishop of 
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Dublin and will be known as Our Lady of Hope School. Reconfiguration works are currently 
being undertaken in the building to facilitate the school’s establishment.  The school will offer 
places to students with autism and general learning disabilities with priority given to children 
with no offer of a placement for September next. 

Requirements for special education provision will continue to be kept under review.  

Special Educational Needs

939. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Education the proposed reforms that 
are planned by her Department for the early start system to aid autistic children. [39199/21]

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Early Start programme was estab-
lished in 1994, and is a one-year intervention to meet the needs of children aged between 3 
years and 5 years who are at risk of not reaching their potential within the school system. It in-
volves an educational programme to enhance overall development, help prevent school failure 
and offset the effects of social disadvantage.

Since the inception of Early Start, the early childhood education and care landscape has 
changed significantly with the introduction of the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) 
scheme in 2010, and the extension of this scheme to a two year programme in 2018.  The ECCE 
scheme is under the remit of my colleague the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth, and officials of my Department and its agencies co-operate closely with that 
Department, particularly in relation to Síolta and Aistear  , the national quality and curriculum 
frameworks for early years care and education.  

While the ECCE scheme is the national universal two-year pre-school scheme available to 
all children, the Early Start programme continues to run in 40 primary schools in designated 
areas of urban disadvantage, and has capacity for 1,620 children each year. Early Start units 
attached to primary schools are staffed by teachers and child care workers, and the role of the 
child care workers is to meet the care needs of all the children in the unit, including those chil-
dren with special educational needs.  The programme opens each year to new child enrolments. 

My Department also plays a key role in the ongoing development of the Access and Inclu-
sion Model (AIM) which was launched in June 2016 by the Department of Children, Equality, 
Diversity, Integration and Youth (DCEDIY). AIM is a model of supports designed to ensure that 
children with disabilities can access the ECCE scheme.  AIM supports are provided through 
the ECCE scheme.  The main supports are grouped into universal or targeted supports. Where 
universal supports are not enough to meet the needs of an individual child, targeted supports are 
available to ensure the child can meaningfully participate in pre-school. 

My Department has made provision for Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) classes for chil-
dren of pre-school age for whom places aren’t available from providers of the ECCE scheme. 
These classes are attached to mainstream schools.  There are currently 135 of these ASD classes 
across the country providing targeted supports for 737 pupils.  Moreover, where places in those 
classes are not currently available to pupils my Department provides Home Tuition grants to 
enable access to pre-school education for those children. In the last school year there were 522 
pre-school children being supported by the Home Tuition scheme.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is available to provide further advice 
and assistance in respect of the supports available which are delivered locally through their 
national network of Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) who interact with parents 
and schools and liaise with the HSE in providing resources to support children with special 
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educational needs.

School Accommodation

940. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Education if her Department will consider 
leasing land at a location (details supplied). [39201/21]

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): This proposal would need to be examined 
by my Department in the context of current and future requirements for education provision for 
the school and the area. Any proposal submited through the school should clearly demonstrate 
how the future expansion of the school could be provided for if the proposed arrangement went 
ahead.

Education Schemes

941. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Education if a list will be provided of 
the schools in County Cork providing the July provision for children who were educationally 
disadvantaged due to the Covid-19 programme; and the details of the programme for the chil-
dren involved in tabular form. [39216/21]

27/07/2021WRCCC02500Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): In May 
2021 the Government announced a package of supports to allow primary and post primary to 
offer a summer programme for students with complex special educational needs and those at 
greatest risk of educational disadvantage, as a COVID-19 pandemic response measure, for 
summer 2021. 

The total funding available to provide summer programmes this year is up to €40 million, a 
one hundred per cent increase on the allocation for summer programmes in 2020.

The programme was developed following extensive engagement with education stakehold-
ers, parent and disability advocacy groups.

The programme aims are to support pupils to maintain their connection with education, to 
build their confidence and increase their motivation, promote wellbeing and for those who are 
at key transition stages, help to ensure that they continue their education journey in September 
either in school or in further/higher education or training.

The programmes on offer this summer include a new 2-3 week summer programme avail-
able to all primary schools and an expansion of the existing programmes in special schools and 
classes and in DEIS schools.

Schools were required to register their interest in participating as of 25 June 2021.  The 
registrations as of this closing date are as follows:

Post primary   (no of schemes proposed to be run)

Inclusion programme Special classes
120 4
A total of 124 post primary schools have registered

Primary   (number of schemes proposed to be run) 
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Special Class Pro-
gramme

Special School Inclusion Pro-
gramme

 DEIS Primary 
School Literacy and 
Numeracy Camps  

356 48 466 352*
A total of 844 primary schools (including special schools have registered as providing at 

least one scheme. 

Totals

   Total    Post-Primary Schemes     Total    Schemes   
124 1346
A total of 968 primary and post primary schools registered for the programme

The final list of schools which participate in the 2021 summer education programme will not 
be available until after the programmes have concluded and claim forms have been processed 
by the Department. At that stage the full list of schools, including details of the breakdown of 
participating schools for individual counties, can be made available.

Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRCCC02700942. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education if her Department is provid-
ing CO2 monitors to schools ahead of the new school term; the cost of providing these moni-
tors; and the tender process that was involved in same.  [39290/21]

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Managing classroom ventilation is one of 
a number of prevention and control measures in place to ensure schools are safe.  

Practical steps for the deployment of good ventilation practices was provided to the school 
system in the context of re-opening for September 2020. This guidance recognises that there is 
no “one size that fits all” and that ventilation is best managed at local individual school level.  
The guidance was reviewed and updated in November 2020 and in May 2021.   

The May 2021 update took account of the work of an expert group on ventilation that was 
established to assess the role of ventilation in reducing transmission of Covid-19 across many 
settings.  This included guidance on the role that portable CO2 monitors can play in providing 
schools with a useful general indication that areas/ rooms may not be adequately ventilated and 
can enable occupants to become familiar with the impact of activities, outdoor weather and 
window openings on ventilation levels. 

The Department is supporting the provision of CO2 monitors to the school system through 
a central competitive procurement process outlined below.

On 14 June 2020 the Department of Education and Skills published a Request for Informa-
tion (RFI) to identify PPE, Consumables and Equipment Suppliers to support the education 
sector. This procurement was managed as a negotiated procedure under Article 32 for the 2016 
Procurement Regulations in order to secure supplies in time to reopen the sector’s schools and 
institutions.  

The process identified a number of suppliers that are capable of providing the suite of prod-
ucts required by the Government’s Roadmap for the Full Return to School and this is consid-
ered the most favourable solution to meet the aggregated needs of the number and geographic 
spread of educational institutions – including schools – right across the State. That procurement 
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process concluded in July 2020 with supply agreements signed and the award notice published.

CO2   monitors for distribution across schools in advance of (and during) the forthcoming 
academic year, including output performance specifications, quantities and delivery require-
ments, have been procured by the Department following a competitive process under the PPE, 
Consumables and Equipment Supplier Framework at an estimated overall cost of circa €4 mil-
lion.

Education Schemes

943. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Education the actions she is taking in re-
sponse to the poor take-up of the summer provision by special schools in 2021; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [39297/21]

945. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Education the number of schools which 
have participated in the July summer provision annually since 2016. [39299/21]

27/07/2021WRCCC03200Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 943 and 945 together.

In May 2021 the Government announced a package of supports to allow primary and post 
primary to offer a summer programme for students with complex special educational needs and 
those at greatest risk of educational disadvantage, as a COVID-19 pandemic response measure, 
for summer 2021. 

The total funding available to provide summer programmes this year is up to €40 million, a 
one hundred per cent increase on the allocation for summer programmes in 2020.

The programme was developed following extensive engagement with education stakehold-
ers, parent and disability advocacy groups.

The programme aims are to support pupils to maintain their connection with education, to 
build their confidence and increase their motivation, promote well-being and for those who are 
at key transition stages, help to ensure that they continue their education journey in September 
either in school or in further/higher education or training. 

The programmes on offer this summer include a new 2-3 week summer programme avail-
able to all primary schools and an expansion of the existing programmes in special schools and 
classes and in DEIS schools. 

Existing programmes:

-  Literacy and numeracy camps  in DEIS primary schools

-  A school-based summer programme in primary special classes and special schools.

-  Home-based  provision for students with complex needs where no school based pro-
gramme is available.

New programmes:

-  All primary schools had the opportunity to provide a 2 week summer programme for 
mainstream pupils with complex needs and those at greatest risk of educational disadvantage.

-  All Post Primary Schools had the opportunity to provide a 2 week summer programme for 
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students with complex needs and those at greatest risk of educational disadvantage

Similar to last year children with complex needs entering primary school next September 
are also eligible to participate in summer programmes.

This range of programmes on offer builds on the success of the expanded programmes that 
ran last year and incorporates feedback from education stakeholders as to how to better support 
the programme for all involved in summer 2021.

The Department has addressed concerns previously raised by stakeholders by introducing 
measures to support schools to encourage schools to offer the programme, funding for a Pro-
gramme Overseer, preparation time, faster payments of staff, ease of administrative burden on 
schools and greater guidance materials on programme content.

In addition the programmes can be run at any time over the summer providing schools with 
autonomy to split the programme weeks to best meet the needs of pupils and staff participat-
ing in the programme. Schools were also given the opportunity to appeal any element of the 
resource allocation for the programme.

A home-based summer programme is available for students with complex special educa-
tional needs where a place on a school-based programme is not available to them.  Under the 
home-based strand grant funding is made available so that parents/legal guardians can engage 
the services of a Teacher or an SNA to provide tuition or care support as appropriate in the 
child’s home.  Parents of eligible children may arrange their programme over the school sum-
mer holidays to best suit their needs.  An additional 10 hours has also been made available to 
pupils who were eligible for the Supplementary Programme earlier in the year but were unable 
to avail of any hours under that programme.

Further details on the different strands including available supports are available at gov.ie/
summerprovision.  This includes promotional materials such as posters for parents, and infor-
mation videos for schools. A dedicated helpline and email address has also been available to 
schools since the launch of the programme.

The registrations for the 2021 programme as at the closing date for registrations of 25 June 
2021 are as follows:  

Post primary   (no of schemes proposed to be run)

Inclusion programme      Special Classes          
120 4
 A total of 124 post primary schools have registered

Primary   (number of schemes proposed to be run)

Special Class pro-
gramme      

Special School      Inclusion programme      DEIS Primary 
School Literacy and 
Numeracy Camps      

356 48 466 352*
A total of 844 primary schools (including special schools have registered as providing at 

least one scheme.  

Totals
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Total Post-Primary Schemes      Total Schemes run by Pri-
mary Schools       

Total Schemes       

124 1222 1346
 A total of 968 primary and post primary schools registered for the programme

Claim forms for the home-based strand are submitted at the end of the programme, with a 
closing date of 03 September 2021, so actual participation numbers will not be available until 
late October/early November.

Between 2016 and 2020, the number of schools which participated in the school-based pro-
gramme for Special Schools and Special Classes is broken down as follows

   Year      2016      2017      2018      2019      2020   
Special   
Schools/
Schools 
with Special 
Classes 

208 219 241 232 255 

Last week I wrote to all schools that that had registered for the programme, to thank them 
for their interest and inviting them to provide feedback on their experience.

In line with policy advice received from the NCSE, a review of the July Provision pro-
gramme was commenced in 2019. This review process was paused due to the impact of CO-
VID, during which the summer education programme was significantly enhanced and expanded 
to take into account the effect of school closures.  The review of the programme will recom-
mence at the earliest possible stage. 

  Question No. 944 answered with Question No. 922.

  Question No. 945 answered with Question No. 943.

Special Educational Needs

946. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education if a school (details 
supplied) has the space for an ASD class; if this facility will be supported by her Department in 
order allow the school to pursue a lease on a local hall while other options of buying a hall for 
the purpose are pursued; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39313/21]

27/07/2021WRCCC03700Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): En-
abling children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to their needs 
is a priority for this Government. 

This year, just under 25% of the total Education budget or €2bn will be invested in sup-
porting children with special educational needs.   As a result, the numbers of special education 
teachers, SNAs, special class and special school places are at unprecedented levels. 

My Department aims to ensure that there are sufficient school places available to meet the 
needs of all children throughout the State.  Department policy is that students with special edu-
cational needs should be included where possible and appropriate in mainstream placements 
with additional supports provided. In circumstances where children require more specialised 
interventions, special class or special school places are provided for.
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The National Council for Special Education is responsible for planning and coordinating 
provision at both a local and a national level and advising my Department in this regard.

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school.  

Irish mainstream schools have a tradition of providing places which respond to the needs of 
the families in their areas.  This is evidenced by the growth in special classes over recent years, 
with an increase of 286% over the last decade. 

There are now 2,118 special classes in place providing approximately 12,700 places for 
children with special educational needs. 

Issues have however arisen in recent years regarding a shortage of suitable school places 
for students with special educational needs – primarily driven by the very significant increase 
in demand, and the shortage of suitable school accommodation in which to open special classes 
and expand special school provision.  

Through better planning at both national and local level, it is my objective that specialist 
education places should come on stream to meet emerging demand on a timely basis. The active 
collaboration of school communities is essential in this regard.  

NCSE is continuing its engagement with schools, patron bodies, parents and others across 
South Dublin, including the school referred to by the Deputy, to bring the required additional 
special education placements on stream. My Department and the NCSE are grateful to schools 
who continue to respond positively to meet the educational needs of children in their communi-
ties.

I can confirm that my Department has been in contact with the Parish in relation to the po-
tential acquisition of Booterstown Parish Hall.

A valuation of the hall has been received and assessed by Department officials. My Depart-
ment is currently negotiating with the owners for the potential acquisition of the Hall.

Due to commercial sensitivities it is not possible to provide further information at this time. 
The acquisition is a priority for my Department and my officials will keep the patron informed 
of any key developments regarding the acquisition.

School Transport

947. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Education if a concessionary school 
bus ticket will be granted to a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [39383/21]

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The School Transport Scheme is a sig-
nificant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department. In the 2020/21 school 
year there were over 114,100 children, including over 14,700 children with special educational 
needs, were transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the 
country at a cost of over €224.7m in 2020.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.
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Under the terms of the Post Primary School Transport Scheme, children are eligible for 
school transport where they reside not less than 4.8kms from and are attending their nearest 
Post Primary School/Education Centre as determined by the Department/Bus Éireann, having 
regard to ethos and language.

Bus Éireann has confirmed that the child to whom the Deputy refers is not eligible for 
school transport as he is not attending his nearest post primary school.

Children who are not eligible for school transport under the terms of the scheme may apply 
to Bus Éireann for transport on a concessionary basis.  Concessionary transport is subject to a 
number of conditions including the appropriate annual charge is paid. The Medical Card waiver 
is not applicable to children who are not eligible for school transport.

School Curriculum

948. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Education if her attention has been 
drawn to concerns raised in relation to the impact of the syllabus changes to agricultural sci-
ence on leaving certificate students in the 2021 examination; the action she proposes to take to 
alleviate the concerns raised with her by teachers; if action can be taken for students affected by 
this in their exam; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39438/21]

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): A new specification for Leaving Cer-
tificate Agricultural Science was introduced in September 2019. There has been an increase in 
numbers of students opting to take the Agricultural Science in recent years, with a greater pro-
portion of students taking higher level and there is strong support for the subject. Agricultural 
Science is a crucial element of the science curriculum at Leaving Certificate level. Integral to 
the specification development was the retention of the practical component, which is viewed as 
core to the subject.  Irish Agricultural Science Teachers’ Association (IASTA) representatives 
were part of the National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) Subject Develop-
ment group contributing to the development of the new specification. 

The core strand underpinning the specification is “Scientific Practices”, and the completion 
of the Individual Investigative Study is supported by this strand. The importance of this strand 
is demonstrated through the current award weighting of 25% of the total mark to the candidates 
for their Individual Investigative Study. The remaining 75% is awarded for their terminal writ-
ten examination. 

The other 3 strands of the specification are broken into areas which are familiar to teachers: 
Soils, Crops and Animals, all of which were contained in the previous curriculum specification. 
The format of the new agricultural science specification is based on learning outcomes rather 
than a list of content.   Teachers are being supported in engaging with a specification in this for-
mat through the Support Services programme of Continuing Professional Development (CPD). 
Aligning relevant content from the old curriculum to that of the new specification will aid some 
teachers in their understanding of the learning outcomes and in turn enable them to identify 
where the various cross cutting themes would be applicable.

In January of this year, members of the NCCA Executive and officials from my Department 
met with the IASTA to discuss a submission from IASTA on issues regarding the specification 
for Agricultural Science. 

At this meeting, IASTA welcomed the new specification, noting that for many students 
their first experience of agriculture is through their engagement with their Agricultural Science 
teacher. They raised concerns regarding the Individual Investigative Study component of the 
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specification and about support material and the challenges teachers face when using learning 
outcomes to plan for teaching and learning in a high stakes environment.

They advised that they had a useful engagement with the State Examinations Commission 
(SEC) on some issues regarding the papers and that clarifications had been provided regarding 
aspects of the paper, and that these had been relayed to IASTA members.  

I understand that IASTA wished to have the coursework element of the assessment process 
cancelled or made optional for the 2021 examinations. If this request had been acceded to, it 
would have raised very significant issues of equity and fairness, not only in this subject but in 
other subjects where there is a coursework requirement in the final assessment. 

The adjusted assessment arrangements for post-primary students taking certificate examina-
tions in the 2020/21 school year were designed to take account of the disrupted learning expe-
rienced by students. As schools have significant autonomy in determining how to sequence and 
pace learning for students in their schools, no centrally prescribed adjustment of the curriculum 
and courses of study would have been effective for students taking the certificate examinations 
in 2021. Consequently, the most appropriate way to reflect and take account of the challenges 
for students that have occurred in 2019/20 and 2020/21 was to incorporate adjustments to the 
certificate examinations in 2021.

Following my Department’s meeting with IASTA in January, IASTA attended a meeting in 
February 2021 of an ‘Agricultural Science in Practice Group’ convened by the NCCA.   The 
purpose of the ‘Agricultural Science in Practice Group’ is to be a forum that can be used to gen-
erate and collate early insights and authentic examples from practice of Agricultural Science as 
it is enacted in classrooms, and to publish these in an NCCA document.

Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRCCC04500949. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Education if each school in an area (de-
tails supplied) will receive CO2 monitors before the 2021-2022 academic year commences.  
[39485/21]

27/07/2021WRCCC04600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Managing ventilation is just one of a 
suite of public health measures in place to keep our schools safe.

The Department has updated its guidance for schools on Practical Steps for the Deployment 
of Good Ventilation Practices in Schools. 

This was done at the end of May and followed on from work done centrally by an expert 
group that was looking at the role of ventilation in managing Covid-19. 

A copy of the guidance is published at www.gov.ie/en/publication/ad236-guidance-on-ven-
tilation-in-schools/.

The over-arching approach in the guidance is for schools to have windows open as fully as 
possible when classrooms are not in use (e.g. during break-times or lunch-times and also at the 
end of each school day) and partially open when classrooms are in use.  

The guidance outlines the role that Carbon Dioxide (CO2) monitors can play a part in pro-
viding a useful general indication that areas/rooms may not be adequately ventilated and can 
enable occupants to become familiar with the impact of activities, outdoor weather and window 
openings on levels of good ventilation. 
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In this regard, the Department is procuring a number of portable monitors which will be dis-
tributed to schools in August and September – between 2 and 20 at primary level and between 
20 and 35 at post-primary level depending on school size. This will ensure that a CO2 monitor 
will be available for use in every classroom in Ireland, including those in Dublin South West.

School Admissions

950. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Education when she plans to hold the 
three-year review of the need for schools to open special education classes under the Education 
(Admission to Schools) Act 2018. [39486/21]

27/07/2021WRCCC04900Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): As Min-
ister, I have powers under Section 37A of the Education Act to direct a school to provide ad-
ditional places but this power is only used as a last resort and where all reasonable efforts have 
failed.

This legal power to compel schools to provide additional places is only used where the fol-
lowing criteria apply: 

-  there is established need for additional places in an area

-  it is considered that the schools involved in the Section 37 process have capacity to pro-
vide additional places and 

-  all reasonable efforts have been made to support these schools in making the required 
provision.

The legislation has been used twice to date.  Firstly, in respect of the Dublin 15 area in 2019. 
Significant progress has been made in that area on foot of action taken under Section 37.  A new 
special school was established and six schools agreed to open special classes thereby meeting 
the need for additional places in the area. 

The legislation has been used for a second time in the South Dublin area in 2020. This legal 
process is still underway and it would not be appropriate for me to comment further at this stage. 

However, I would like to reassure the Deputy that progress is being made and my Depart-
ment will continue to support the NCSE and schools through the provision of the necessary 
funding and capital investment to ensure all children are successful in accessing an education.

I can also reassure the Deputy that the local Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) 
continue to be available to assist and advise parents of children with special educational needs

In accordance with section 37A(21)(a) of the Education Act 1998 a review of the operation 
of section 37A of the 1998 Act Is scheduled to be initiated towards the end of this year and plans 
are being advanced in this regard.

Education Schemes

951. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Education the location of each of the 40 
early start programmes currently operating in tabular form. [39490/21]

27/07/2021WRCCC05200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Early Start Units are in operation in 
Cork, Limerick, Dublin, Galway, Louth, Waterford and Wicklow. The full list of schools that 
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have an Early Start Unit are listed in the table below which includes location, county and the 
school’s roll number.

Roll No Name of School Location County
17024I Scoil Chroise Naofa Mahon Cork
18217B Scoil Padre Pio   Na-

tional School
Churchfield Cork

18587L Scoil Mhuire Ban-
rion

Mayfield Cork

19714U St. Mary’s on the   
Hill

Knocknaheeny Cork

20036J North Presentation   
National School

Gerald Griffin St. Cork

20038N Scoil Aiseiri Chroist Farranree Cork
18968A St. Malachy’s   Na-

tional School
Edenmore Dublin 5

19298J Scoil Ide Kilmore Road West Dublin 5
13611D Presentation Nation-

al   School
Warrenmount Dublin 8

16786H St Brigid’s Primary   
School

The Coombe Dublin 8

19302U Virgin Mary Nation-
al   School

Ballymun Dublin 9

18342E St. Louise de   Maril-
lac National School

Ballyfermot Dublin 10

18585H Queen of Angels   
National School

Ballyfermot Dublin 10

19197D St. Kevin’s Boy’s   
National School

Barry Avenue Dublin 11

19489Q St. Finian’s National   
School

Glenties Park Dublin 11

19546C St. Oliver Plunkett   
Junior National 
School

St. Helena’s Drive Dublin 11

20029M St. Brigid’s Infants   
National School

Wellmount Road Dublin 11

20059V Mother Of Divine   
Grace

Holy Faith National   
School

Dublin 11

18386B Marist National   
School

Clogher Road Dublin 12

20014W St. Agnes National   
School

Armagh Road Dublin 12

19545A St. Patrick’s Junior   
National School

Corduff Dublin 15

19605P Scoil Naomh Mhuire   
Junior National 
School

Blakestown Dublin 15
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Roll No Name of School Location County
19850F Ladyswell National   

School
Ladyswell Dublin 15

19524P Our Lady Im-
maculate   National 
School

Darndale Dublin 17

19509T Scoil Nano Nagle   
Junior National 
School

Bawnogue Dublin 22

19569O Neilstown National   
School

St. Peter Apostle 
JNS

Dublin 22

19743E St. Bernadette’s   Ju-
nior National School

Quarryvale Dublin 22

19652B An Croi Ro Naofa   
Junior National 
School

Killinarden Dublin 24

19702N St. Thomas’ Junior   
National School

Jobstown Dublin 24

19641T Scoil Colmcille   Ju-
nior National School

Wyattville Co. Dublin

19840C Holy Family NS Monkstown Co. Dublin
19960M St. John’s National   

School
Ballybrack Co. Dublin

17782E Scoil Bhride Shantalla Galway
17737W Our Lady Queen 

of   Peace National 
School

Janesboro Limerick

19667O Our Lady of Lourdes   
National School

Rosbrien Limerick

20184B Galvone National   
School

Kennedy Park Limerick

19247P Redeemer Girls’   
National School

Ard Easmuinn Co. Louth

19479N Rathmullen National   
School

Rathmullen Co. Louth

19511G St. Saviour’s Junior   
National School

Ballybeg Waterford

19508R St. Fergal’s Junior   
National School

Ballywaltrim Co. Wicklow

Education Schemes

952. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Education the reason applications for 
new early start programmes are closed; and when they will reopen. [39491/21]

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Early Start programme was estab-
lished in 1994, and is a one-year intervention to meet the needs of children aged between 3 
years and 5 years who are at risk of not reaching their potential within the school system. It in-
volves an educational programme to enhance overall development, help prevent school failure 
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and offset the effects of social disadvantage.

Since the inception of Early Start, the early childhood education and care landscape has 
changed significantly with the introduction of the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) 
scheme in 2010, and the extension of this scheme to a two-year programme in 2018.  The ECCE 
scheme is under the remit of my colleague the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth, and officials of my Department and its agencies co-operate closely with that 
Department, particularly in relation to Síolta and Aistear  , the national quality and curriculum 
frameworks for early years care and education.  

While the ECCE scheme is the national universal two-year pre-school programme available 
to all children, the Early Start programme continues to run in 40 primary schools in designated 
areas of urban disadvantage, and has capacity for 1,620  children each year. Early Start units 
attached to primary schools are staffed by teachers and child care workers.  The programme 
opens each year for new child enrolments. 

School Transport

953. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Education the outcome of the calibrated 
measurement of a school transport route for a person (details supplied); if this pupil will qualify 
for school transport; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39497/21]

Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The School Transport Scheme is a signif-
icant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department. In the 2020/2021 school 
year over 114,100 children, including over 14,700 children with special educational needs, 
were transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country 
at a cost of over €224.7m in 2020.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

Under the terms of my Department’s Post Primary School Transport Scheme children are 
eligible for school transport where they reside not less than 4.8 kilometres from and are attend-
ing their nearest education centre as determined by my Department/Bus Éireann, having regard 
to ethos and language.

Bus Éireann, who operate school transport on behalf of my Department, has advised that 
they carried out a calibrated measurement as requested on the distance from home to school for 
the child referred to by the Deputy, and have advised that the child in this case is residing 4.69 
kms from their home to the school referred of attendance.

As the measurement remains under the distance criteria, the child referred to in this case in 
deemed concessionary for school transport to the school they are attending.

27/07/2021WRDDD00200Special Educational Needs

27/07/2021WRDDD00300954. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Education the number of students and 
schools by county that have participated in or plan to participate in the July provision; the num-
ber of teaching staff who have signed up to provide the cover in each of the years 2018 to 2020 
and to date in 2021, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39500/21]
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27/07/2021WRDDD00400Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): In May 
2021 the Government announced a package of supports to allow primary and post primary to 
offer a summer programme for students with complex special educational needs and those at 
greatest risk of educational disadvantage, as a COVID-19 pandemic response measure, for 
summer 2021. 

The total funding available to provide summer programmes this year is up to €40 million, a 
one hundred per cent increase on the allocation for summer programmes in 2020.

The programme was developed following extensive engagement with education stakehold-
ers, parent and disability advocacy groups.

The programme aims are to support pupils to maintain their connection with education, to 
build their confidence and increase their motivation, promote wellbeing and for those who are 
at key transition stages, help to ensure that they continue their education journey in September 
either in school or in further/higher education or training.

The programmes on offer this summer include a new 2-3 week summer programme avail-
able to all primary schools and an expansion of the existing programmes in special schools and 
classes and in DEIS schools.

Schools were required to register their interest in participating as of 25 June 2021.  The 
registrations as of this closing date are as follows:

Post primary (no of schemes proposed to be run)

Inclusion programme Special classes
120 4
 A total of 124 post primary schools have registered

 Primary (number of schemes proposed to be run) 

Special Class Pro-
gramme

Special School Inclusion Pro-
gramme

 DEIS    Primary 
School Literacy   and 
Numeracy Camps  

356 48 466 352*
A total of 844 primary schools (including special schools have registered as providing at 

least one scheme. 

Totals

   Total  Post-Primary Schemes     Total  Schemes   
124 1346
 A total of 968 primary and post primary schools registered for the programme

The final list of schools which participate in the 2021 summer education programme will not 
be available until after the programmes have concluded and claim forms have been processed 
by the Department. At that stage the full list of schools, including details of the breakdown of 
participating schools per county, can be made available.

Staff participation in the programme in 2018, 2019 and 2020 is as follows:

- 2018 2019 2020 
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School 
Programme:TeachersSNAs 

 9662,037  6401,454  7611,600.5 

Home ProgrammeTeachersS-
NAs 

 4631 N/A  6158N/A  5,3431,386* 

* SNAs were permitted to participate in the home-based programme programme for the first 
time in 2020

Staff figures for 2021 will not be available until September for the school-based programme, 
and early November for the home-based programme. 

27/07/2021WRDDD00500Pension Provisions

27/07/2021WRDDD00600955. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Education if the pension entitlement of a 
person (details supplied) and records of teaching placement from 1984 to 1985 will be urgently 
investigated. [39512/21]

27/07/2021WRDDD00700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The matter to which the Deputy refers 
was initially raised by the pension scheme member directly with the Pension Unit of my De-
partment on 30th June 2021.

I am pleased to advise that since that date of contact, the relevant officers in the Pension Unit 
are actively engaging with the pension scheme member to address the issue and will continue 
to do so with an expectation that the case will be resolved imminently.   

27/07/2021WRDDD00800Special Educational Needs

27/07/2021WRDDD00900956. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 192 of 14 July 2021, if specific examples will be provided of the steps she will 
take to rectify the matter given the admission that a more strategic approach is required for the 
training of SNAs. [39542/21]

27/07/2021WRDDD01000Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Government will invest in the region €2bn this year in supporting children with special needs 
which is over 20% of the total Education budget.   By the end of this year there will be 18,000 
Special Needs Assistants employed in our schools.

Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) play a huge role in supporting the inclusion of pupils with 
significant care needs in education and in school life. This is the first national training pro-
gramme for SNAs employed in our schools and is tailored to their needs.  There is no cost to 
serving SNAs working in schools. This course is fully funded by the Department of Education.

€2.45m will be allocated to this programme over the next 4 year period based on a full 
uptake of 3,500 SNAs. The first cohort of 500 SNAs enrolled in January and this phase was 
oversubscribed. 

The Department is committed to the development of a strategic framework for SNAs that 
will identify need and provide quality training in a timely manner. In order to begin providing a 
foundation for this, it was decided that initial priority should be given to the development of a 
training programme for SNAs who may not have had a recent opportunity to access a training 
programme tailored to their role previously. The initial aim of the new programme would be to 
provide training and not a professional qualification.
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This new programme aims to enhance the knowledge, skills and expertise of SNAs whose 
work is central to the inclusion of students with additional care and complex needs in school 
life.  

The course is delivered by University College Dublin (UCD) School of Education, in con-
junction with UCD School of Nursing, Midwifery and Health Systems.  UCD has a strong 
reputation in the world of education and training.  It brings with it a wealth of experience and 
research knowledge in the training and has very strong quality assurance arrangements for its 
programmes.  Feedback from programme participants is a key feature of this quality assurance 
process.  

The programme will be evaluated on completion and the outcome will inform the approach 
to the training of SNAs in the future.

27/07/2021WRDDD01100School Transport

27/07/2021WRDDD01200957. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 787 of 15 July 2021 in respect to the €3.023 million cost of hygiene measures as 
part of the school transport scheme in 2020, the amount allocated to and spent by Bus Éireann; 
and the amount allocated to and spent by private operators respectively. [39567/21]

27/07/2021WRDDD01300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The School Transport Scheme is a signif-
icant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department. In the 2020/2021 school 
year over 114,100 children, including over 14,700 children with special educational needs, 
were transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country 
at a cost of over €224.7m in 2020.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

Bus Éireann has advised that an amount of €610,000 was spent in the 2020/21 school year 
on Bus Éireann’s own school transport services toward the cost of Covid-19 hygiene measures 
and €2,413,000 was spent by private contractors who operated school transport on behalf of 
my Department in that same year.  The allowance afforded to private operators for delivering 
enhanced hygiene requirements was a contribution to overall costs in view of the fact that these 
vehicles engage in other private trips outside of contracted hours for school transport.

27/07/2021WRDDD01400School Accommodation

27/07/2021WRDDD01500958. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Education the status of the acquisition 
of a zoned school site at a location (details supplied); the acquisition costs; the timeline for de-
livery of this permanent school site; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39620/21]

27/07/2021WRDDD01600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The acquisition of a zoned school site at 
Corballis, Donabate - to accommodate a permanent school building is at an advanced stage of 
legal conveyancing. The project is also dependent on the landowner’s submission of an SHD 
application, out of which the need for the school is arising. Department officials are engaging 
with the Landowner regarding the potential development of the site. I am unable to elaborate 
any further due to the commercial sensitivities of site acquisitions in general.
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27/07/2021WRDDD01700School Accommodation

27/07/2021WRDDD01800959. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Education her plans on using the 
zoned school site on Stocking Avenue; if there is a timeframe for when plans will be developed; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39669/21]

27/07/2021WRDDD01900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): School sites are zoned in statutory plans 
in order to cater for projected future educational requirements in a community. The timing of 
activating the use of a zoned school site is dependent on the pace and nature of population 
growth in an area. 

There has been significant recent population growth in the area surrounding Stocking Av-
enue and more growth is projected in the context of the statutory development plan for the area. 
My Department is monitoring population growth in the area and its impact on school place 
requirements in order to assess the requirement to provide a new school. At this point it is not 
possible to provide a timeframe for when plans will be developed but the matter is being kept 
under active review. 

27/07/2021WRDDD02000Special Educational Needs

27/07/2021WRDDD02100960. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Education if she will allocate the 
full additional special education teaching hours to a school (details supplied) needed as a result 
of being a developing school and that has a higher than average enrolment of children with 
additional needs and has measurably fewer resource teaching hours than equivalent developed 
schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39670/21]

27/07/2021WRDDD02200Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): A new 
model for allocating Special Education Teachers to mainstream schools was introduced from 
September 2017, based on the profiled needs of schools.

The allocations were updated for schools with effect from September 2019, with limited 
readjustments being applied for at that time.

The allocations have remained in place for the 2019/20 and 2020/21 school years, with 
some adjustments made over the course of the model for schools which achieved developing 
status, or successfully appealed on the grounds of exceptional circumstances arising in their 
schools. Allocations are also provided for new schools which open each year.

DES Circulars 007 and 008 2019, stated that the allocations being made for 2019 would 
initially remain in place for a minimum of two years, following which, revised profiled alloca-
tions would be considered for schools from September 2021. 

The NCSE Policy advice ‘A Proposed new Model for Allocating Teaching Resources for 
Students with Special Educational Needs (2014)’ on which the SET allocation model is based, 
recommended that ‘the additional teaching supports be left in place initially for a two-year pe-
riod. As the new model becomes embedded in the system, this may be extended to three years.’

In order to minimise disruption for schools, in the current circumstances, and to provide 
for continuity of allocations, the Minister for Special Education and Inclusion and the Minis-
ter for Education have agreed to maintain the existing Special Education Teacher Allocations 
for schools for the 2021/22 school year, with re profiled allocations now due to be made from 
September 2022.
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Additional allocations will continue to be made for new schools, schools which achieve 
developing status, or for exceptional circumstances arising in schools, in the interim.

27/07/2021WRDDD02300Schools Building Projects

27/07/2021WRDDD02400961. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Education the status of tender progres-
sion for a school project (details supplied). [39678/21]

27/07/2021WRDDD02500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The school building project referred to 
by the Deputy is being delivered under my Department’s Design and Build Programme.

My Department has completed the tender process for the establishment of a new frame-
work of contractors for the delivery of a bundle of Design and Build projects. In June 2021, the 
school building project referred to by the Deputy was included in a bundle of projects which 
was tendered to the new framework. 

The original  date for the tender returns was the 8th September 2021, an extension of time 
was recently requested by the tenderers. My Department has agreed to this extension, the clos-
ing date for tenders has now been extended by four weeks. 

27/07/2021WRDDD02600School Staff

27/07/2021WRDDD02700962. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn 
to the circular sent which advised schools if they could not find a substitute teacher that a non-
mainstream class teacher should be used, a non-mainstream class teacher in primary schools 
are special education teachers (details supplied); and if it will be ensured that the hours built up 
due to be used for special needs education can be brought forward and used in the next school 
year. [39680/21]

27/07/2021WRDDD02800Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): DES 
Circular 0013/2017 for primary schools and 0014/2017 for post primary schools set out the de-
tails of the model for allocating special education teachers to schools.  DES Circulars 007 and 
008 of 2019 set out how the allocations for schools are being updated from September 2019.

The Special Education Teacher allocation process provides a single unified allocation for 
special educational support teaching needs to each school, based on each school’s educational 
profile.

Under the allocation model, schools are provided with a total allocation for special educa-
tion needs support based on their school profile.  

The provision of a profiled allocation is designed to give a fairer allocation for each school 
which recognises that all schools need an allocation for special needs support, but which pro-
vides a graduated allocation which takes into account the actual level of need in each school.

In order to minimise disruption for schools, in the current circumstances, and to provide 
for continuity of allocations, the Minister for Education and the Minister for Special Educa-
tion and Inclusion have agreed to maintain the existing Special Education Teacher Allocations 
for schools for the 2021/22 school year, with re profiled allocations now due to be made from 
September 2022.

Additional allocations will continue to be made for new schools, schools which achieve 
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developing status, or for exceptional circumstances arising in schools, in the interim.

The criteria for qualification for mainstream school developing school posts are set out in 
the Primary and Post Primary School Staffing Schedule for the 2021/22 school year.

A process is available where schools can seek a review of their allocations by the National 
Council for Special Education (NCSE), including the utilisation of their allocations, in circum-
stances where a school considers that very exceptional circumstances have arisen subsequent to 
the development of the profile.  

If a school wishes to make an exceptional needs review, they may do so at the following 
link: https://ncse.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Primary-Schools-Review-Application-2020.
doc

In relation to your query regarding the use of non-mainstream teachers to cover an absence, 
circular letter 45/2020 sets out that sequence for a school to access substitutes.  The aim is to 
get a substitute firstly from:

-  a supply panel, 

-  the school’s own panel of  regular substitutes or 

-  from the ‘Text a Sub’ portal. 

When these arrangements have been exhausted and a substitute is still needed in an emer-
gency situation to protect the class bubble, it is outlined in the circular that a school can use 
other non-mainstream teachers to cover the absence.  

This arrangement is an interim measure and the school must continue to seek a substitute 
to cover the absence.  It is only in these types of instances that the school can use other non-
mainstream teachers.

Schools should seek to minimise the amount of times that SET teachers are used for substi-
tution purposes and keep a record of such instances. The SET should also not be used to cover 
long term absences.

Any loss of  special education teaching support by students should be made up at the first 
available opportunity by employing additional teaching resources to make up for the shortfall. 
Hours accumulated in any given school year must be utilised in the same school year and there 
is no facility to carryover hours from one school year to the next.

Special education teachers may only be used as a substitute in an emergency as outlined 
above.

27/07/2021WRDDD02900School Enrolments

27/07/2021WRDDD03000963. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education the number of 
classes in the 2020-2021 school year at primary school level with 30 pupils or above by county 
in tabular form. [39687/21]

27/07/2021WRDDD03100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Please find attached information for the 
academic year 2020/2021 - the most recent available data. 

The figures are based on mainstream classes in mainstream schools and were collated from 
the relevant Class Size tables published on the DES website and can be found at the link below; 
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www.education.ie/en/Publications/Statistics/Data-on-Individual-Schools/primary/  .

Local Authority Number of Classes &gt;= 30
Carlow County Council 37
Cavan County Council 35
Clare County Council 74
Cork City Council 41
Cork County Council 253
Donegal County Council 85
Dublin City Council 148
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown 113
Fingal County Council 125
Galway City Council 24
Galway County Council 118
Kerry County Council 79
Kildare County Council 129
Kilkenny County Council 56
Laois County Council 32
Leitrim County Council 18
Limerick City & County Council 124
Longford County Council 20
Louth County Council 89
Mayo County Council 69
Meath County Council 157
Monaghan County Council 44
Offaly County Council 46
Roscommon County Council 26
Sligo County Council 38
South Dublin County Council 169
Tipperary County Council 74
Waterford City & County Council 60
Westmeath County Council 65
Wexford County Council 74
Wicklow County Council 83
Grand Total 2505

27/07/2021WRDDD03200Gender Balance

27/07/2021WRDDD03300964. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Education if education training boards 
should strive towards having a gender balance in its membership; if he has reviewed the mem-
bership of all education training boards to ensure gender balance; if he will be reviewing the 
education training boards codes of practice to ensure gender balance is being achieved; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [39691/21]

27/07/2021WRDDD03400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The arrangements for the membership of 
Education and Training Boards (ETBs), including gender balance, are governed by section 30 
of the Education and Training Board Act 2013. 
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In accordance with that section, each ETB board is made of up 21 members as follows: 

-  12 members elected by the relevant local authority;

-  2 members elected by ETB staff;

-  2 members appointed by the ETB from nominees of a National Parents Association(s) 
specified by the Minister;

-  5 members appointed by the ETB from bodies specified by the Minister which have a 
special interest in, or knowledge of education.

Section 30 also includes specific provisions regarding gender balance in each of the above 
categories of membership.   

Accordingly, in accordance with section 30, the regulations for the election of the twelve 
local authority members provide that, in so far as is practicable, at least 40 per cent shall be 
women and at least 40 per cent shall be men and the regulations for the election of the two staff 
members  provide for the election of one male and one female staff member. 

Section 30 also requires that the nominees of the national association of parents shall be one 
man and one woman and that of the five members from the nominated bodies, at least two must 
be women and two must be men.

27/07/2021WRDDD03500School Transport

27/07/2021WRDDD03600965. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education if the medical card verifica-
tion system used for school transport tickets which is currently unavailable will be resolved in 
time to process payments before the closing date of 30 July 2021; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [38657/21]

27/07/2021WRDDD03700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The School Transport Scheme is a signif-
icant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department. In the 2020/2021 school 
year over 114,100 children, including over 14,700 children with special educational needs, 
were transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country 
at a cost of over €224.7m in 2020.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

Owing to the cybersecurity attack on the HSE systems recently, Bus Éireann have been un-
able to offer the Medical Card verification system as part of the school transport payment and 
are working closely with the HSE team to find a resolution to this. 

In the meantime Bus Éireann will roll forward the medical card details used successfully for 
payment last year as payment for 21/22 school transport tickets, where children continue to be 
eligible for transport.

This means the following for families: 

-  Families are not required to enter their medical card as payment where the same medi-
cal card was used successfully last year. The child’s existing medical card will be processed as 
payment for the school transport ticket for the 2021/22 school year. A ticket will issue automati-
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cally in the coming weeks. 

-  Families can access their account and view the details that have been applied.

-   Where families have other children without a medical card, they will need to pay the 
charges due before Friday 30th July.  Families account balances will be updated to reflect the 
medical card applied.

-  Should a family have a new application for a child for the 2021/22 school year, and did 
not use a medical card last year, they can enter the medical card for this child and it will be 
validated later.

More information is available at buseireann.ie/schooltransport

The closing date for payment for School Transport tickets for the 2021/22 school year is 
Friday 30th July 2021. The Bus Éireann payment portal will then close and families will not be 
able to apply or pay for a ticket until it reopens on the 20th August. This is to allow for planning 
of services for the new school year. Applications or payments made after the deadline date will 
be deemed late and families may not be guaranteed a seat at that stage. 

27/07/2021WRDDD03800Education Policy

27/07/2021WRDDD03900966. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Education if a progress report will 
be provided on the Programme for Government commitment to fully implement the access and 
inclusion model; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39466/21]

27/07/2021WRDDD04000Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
School Inclusion Model (SIM) is based on policy advice from the National Council for Special 
Education based on the principle of providing the right support at the right time delivered by 
a range of personnel with relevant qualifications and skill-sets.  Its purpose is to help students 
achieve better outcomes. Independent evaluation is a central part of the project and the outcome 
will inform future policy on extending the SIM.  The project includes a number of elements:

-  Provision of in-school therapies (speech and language, occupational)

-  Allocation of SNAs on a frontloaded basis

-  Additional professional supports for the school including psychology, behavioural and 
professional development

-  Training of SNAs 

In February 2019, the Government approved the trialling of the Model for the 2019/20 
school year. Initially designed as a one year pilot involving up to 75 participating schools in 
the CHO 7 region, it was interrupted by Covid-19 with the closure of schools and the diversion 
of HSE therapists from the project to Covid related work. It was then extended to the 2020/21 
school year which has also been interrupted by Covid. 

Progress has been made on aspects of the Model but much remains to be done in terms of 
in-school implementation and evaluation.  

As part of the 2021 Budget measures, funding is being made available to extend the School 
Inclusion Model to two other areas in 2021.

Planning is underway on the arrangements for the continuation and expansion of SIM and I 
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expect to be in a position to make an announcement on the matter shortly.

27/07/2021WRDDD04100School Enrolments

27/07/2021WRDDD04200967. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education the average, me-
dian, maximum and minimum primary school class sizes for each council area in each of the 
years 2017 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. [39761/21]

27/07/2021WRDDD04300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Please find attached requested informa-
tion for Primary Schools for the years 2017-2020 inclusive, 2020-2021 is the most recent data 
available.

The figures are based on mainstream classes in mainstream schools and were collated from 
the relevant Class Size tables published on the DES website and can be found at the link below;

www.education.ie/en/Publications/Statistics/Data-on-Individual-Schools/primary/.

data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumentation/2021-07-27_
pq967-27-7-21_en.xlsx.

27/07/2021WRDDD04400School Transport

27/07/2021WRDDD04500968. Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for Education if she will engage with Bus 
Éireann and review the situation in which drivers over 70 years of age are prohibited from driv-
ing school buses (details supplied); and if the rule will be eased for at least three years and until 
such time as Covid-19 and capacity restrictions have ceased. [39778/21]

27/07/2021WRDDD04600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The School Transport Scheme is a signif-
icant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department. In the 2020/2021 school 
year over 114,100 children, including over 14,700 children with special educational needs, 
were transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country 
at a cost of over €224.7m in 2020.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school. 

It is Bus Éireann company policy that normal retirement age for all Bus Éireann staff is 
currently 66 years.  However Bus Éireann part-time School Bus Drivers and drivers nominated 
by private operators who operate service as part of the School Transport scheme may continue 
to perform in the role provided they hold the requisite licence and satisfy an annual medical 
examination until they retire at age 70. 

This policy and criteria is applied to all drivers who provide school transport services on 
behalf of Bus Éireann equally.  

27/07/2021WRDDD04700Special Educational Needs

27/07/2021WRDDD04800969. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Education if a review was received 
in relation to a SNA allocation for a child (details supplied) in County Donegal; if supporting 
evidence was considered in previous reviews; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
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[39783/21]

27/07/2021WRDDD04900Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
NCSE has responsibility for planning and coordinating school supports for children with spe-
cial educational needs including the allocation of SNAs and reviews.

The Special Needs Assistant (SNA) scheme is designed to provide schools with additional 
adult support staff who can assist children with special educational needs who also have addi-
tional and significant care needs.  Such support is provided in order to facilitate the attendance 
of those pupils at school and also to minimise disruption to class or teaching time for the pupils 
concerned, or for their peers, and with a view to developing their independent living skills.

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource. The 
deployment of SNAs within schools is a matter for the individual Principal/Board of Manage-
ment of the school.  SNAs should be deployed by the school in a manner which best meets the 
care support requirements of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA support has 
been allocated. 

It is a matter for schools to allocate support as required, and on the basis of individual need, 
which allows schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised. 

In light of the disruption caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, the introduction of the new 
Frontloaded Allocation Model for SNAs for students in mainstream classes in primary and post 
-primary schools is to be deferred for a further year to the beginning of the 2022/23 school year. 

In order to minimise disruption for schools, in the current circumstances, and to provide for 
continuity of allocations the following arrangements for the allocation of Special Needs Assis-
tants for mainstream classes for the 2021/22 school year: 

-  Existing mainstream class SNA allocations in schools on 30 April 2021 will be maintained 
and will automatically rollover into the 2021/22 school year.

-  No school  will therefore receive an allocation less than that which they had on 30 April 
2021.

-  SNAs currently in mainstream settings can continue in post for the next school year in the 
normal way.

-  Priority consideration will now be given by the NCSE to applications for increased sup-
port for the 2021/22 school year, in particular, applications from schools with no SNAs and 
developing schools will be prioritised.  Determinations will be made before 30 June. Other ap-
plications will be processed in order of date received.

As in previous years, where circumstances change during the course of the 2021/22 school 
year that materially increase the level of care need in a school to the extent that the school can 
clearly  demonstrate that it cannot be met within the existing SNA allocation, the school may 
apply to the NCSE for a review. Detailed information on the NCSE exceptional review process 
is published on the NCSE website https://ncse.ie/for-schools.

The NCSE have published the SNA allocations on their website www.ncse.ie. 

SNA allocations for special classes and special schools are not affected by this arrangement.

Circular 0029/2021 has been published and advises schools of the arrangements for the al-
location of SNAs for the 2021/22 school year.  Provisions set out in Circular 0030/2020 has 
been extended for the 2021/22 school year.
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Circulars 29/2021 and 30/2020  are available on the Departments website.

My Department does not have a role in making individual school determinations. Accord-
ingly your question has been forwarded to the NCSE for direct reply.

27/07/2021WRDDD05000Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRDDD05100970. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education if unvaccinated pregnant 
teachers and SNAs will be required to attend classrooms when schools reopen; the risk assess-
ment undertaken for same; the steps she is taking to ensure their safety; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [39787/21]

27/07/2021WRDDD05200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The current COVID-19 arrangements 
in place for teachers and Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) are outlined in my Department’s 
Circular Letter 0021/2021. The Circular caters for special leave with pay arrangements where a 
teacher/SNA has been advised to self-isolate and cannot attend the workplace. It also caters for 
the working arrangements where a teacher/SNA has been advised by the HSE to restrict their 
movements or where the teacher/SNA has been categorised by the Occupational Health Ser-
vice (OHS) as at a very high risk of serious illness from contracting COVID-19. In both these 
cases, the teacher/SNA remains available for work and must be facilitated by the employer to 
work remotely i.e. work from home. Upon the reopening of schools in March 2021, a pregnant 
teacher/SNA was advised by my Department to work remotely, pending further clarification 
from the HSE.

On the 12th July 2021, the HSE published ‘Education Sector Guidance on Employees in 
the COVID-19 Higher Risk Categories, including Pregnant Employees’. Based on this HSE 
Guidance my Department’s Information Note TC 0025/2021 published on 15th   July sets out 
the working arrangements for the ‘Very High Risk’ and also the pregnant teachers/SNAs for the 
2021/22 school year which states:

2.1          A pregnant employee who has any of the medical conditions as listed on the HSE 
website under ‘Very high risk groups (extremely vulnerable)’ should follow the process as 
detailed at paragraph 4.1 of Circular 0021/2021, with regard to a COVID-19 Health Risk Cat-
egorisation assessment. 

2.2          Based on the HSE Guidance for the education sector, a pregnant employee up to 14 
weeks gestation, who is medically fit for work can safely attend the workplace, unless they are 
categorised by the OHS as ‘Very High Risk’ due to an underlying medical condition unrelated 
to their pregnancy. 

2.3          The recent HSE Guidance for the education sector advises that all pregnant em-
ployees should submit a COVID-19 Risk Assessment Questionnaire to the OHS before the end 
of their first trimester. The process as detailed at paragraph 4.1 of Circular 0021/2021 should 
be followed.

2.4          Based on the HSE Guidance, the OHS will take account of whether the pregnant 
employee has ‘significant vaccine protection’ at the time of the OHS assessment. 

2.5          From 14 weeks gestation, a pregnant employee who:

(a)          Does not yet have ‘significant vaccine protection’ and has no underlying medical 
condition, will be categorised by the OHS as ‘High Risk’ and must attend the workplace, fol-
lowing a workplace pregnancy risk assessment, if she is medically fit for work. 
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(b)          Does not yet have ‘significant vaccine protection’, and has an underlying medical 
condition, she will be categorised by the OHS as either ‘High Risk’ or ‘Very High Risk’, based 
on most up to date HSE advice for higher risk groups. Where the employee is categorised by 
the OHS as ‘High Risk’ she must attend the workplace, following a workplace pregnancy risk 
assessment, if she is medically fit for work. Where she is categorised by the OHS as ‘Very High 
Risk’, she remains available for work and the employer must facilitate alternative working ar-
rangements i.e. work from home.

The Government’s Work Safely Protocol published on 14th May, 2021 is a revision of the 
Return to Work Safely Protocol to reflect the Government’s Plan for Living with COVID-19. 
The revised Protocol incorporates the current advice on the Public Health measures and sets 
out the measures required in the workplace to prevent the spread of COVID-19, to facilitate the 
re-opening of workplaces following temporary closures and the ongoing safe operation of those 
workplaces. Employers must ensure that all work premises have implemented robust pre-return 
to workplace procedures and that all procedures comply with the Work Safely Protocol.

27/07/2021WRDDD05300Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRDDD05400971. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Education if medically vulnerable 
schoolchildren will be supported to undertake remote learning when schools reopen; if medi-
cally vulnerable teachers could become virtual learning facilitators for these children and in this 
way accommodate the needs of both vulnerable children and teachers; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [39788/21]

27/07/2021WRDDD05500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Schools have put significant measures 
in place to reduce the risk of coronavirus being transmitted to/within the school and significant 
funding has been provided to support schools in this respect.  The evidence to date from a pub-
lic health perspective is that schools are low risk environments.  The approach to Covid-19 in 
schools is led by the advice and guidance of the HSE Public Health.

The HSE Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) has issued specific advice about 
children attending school in the context of Covid-19.  This advice covers both children with 
underlying medical conditions and children living with family members with underlying con-
ditions.  For all children, care should continue to be taken to reduce transmission through the 
measures promoted by HPSC.

The HPSC advice advises that children with immediate family members, including parents, 
in both the ‘high risk’ and ‘very high risk’ categories can return to school and it is important 
for the child’s overall well-being. This is consistent with public health advice internationally 
in relation to at-risk family members. The priority is that the household continues to follow all 
current advice on how to minimise the risk of coronavirus, through regular hand washing, etc. 

My Department has also published guidance to support schools in making adapted educa-
tion provision for students with an underlying medical condition who cannot return to school 
because they are medically certified as being at very high risk to COVID-19.  

It is planned that all schools will return fully at the end of August/early September in line 
with their normal planned reopening times. Schools have been advised that they should con-
tinue to operate with the current infection prevention and control measures in place to support 
their safe operation during COVID-19 when they reopen in the new term.  Schools will contin-
ue to be supported in terms of the additional resources necessary to provide for these measures. 

The Department will also undertake a communications campaign with parents and students/
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pupils in advance of school reopening to inform and remind them of the arrangements in place 
in schools operating during Covid-19.  This will include specifically targeted information at 
new pupils/students entering primary and post-primary schools to ensure they are familiar with 
the new arrangements.

27/07/2021WRDDD05600Schools Building Projects

27/07/2021WRDDD05700972. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education the funding that will be made 
available to a school (details supplied) to upgrade its existing building; and if the school is in-
cluded in the capital programme for an extension or new build. [39795/21]

27/07/2021WRDDD05800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): An application under my Department’s 
Additional School Accommodation (ASA) Scheme was recently received from the school re-
ferred by the Deputy for a new school building incorporating an ASD Unit. While the appli-
cation for an ASD Unit will be considered under the ASA Scheme and the school authority 
informed of the outcome, the application for a new school building cannot be considered as it 
is outside the remit of the Scheme.

However, the school in question will be considered as part of the Schools Deep Energy 
Retrofit Programme, as all schools built prior to 2008 will be eligible under the national pro-
gramme of works within the National Development Plan commencing from 2023 to have an 
energy retrofit carried out with a view to increasing comfort levels and reducing CO2 emissions 
and energy bills.

27/07/2021WRDDD05900School Facilities

27/07/2021WRDDD06000973. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Education if a school (details supplied) 
has excess lands that could be used by local supports clubs on a year to year basis. [39796/21]

27/07/2021WRDDD06100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Regarding lands at the school referred to, 
any proposals for their use requires consideration by my Department in the context of current 
and future requirements for education provision for the school and the area. Any proposal sub-
mitted through the school should clearly demonstrate how the future expansion of the school 
could be provided for if the proposed arrangement went ahead.

27/07/2021WREEE00200School Transport

27/07/2021WREEE00300974. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Education if her attention has been drawn 
to the difficulties some parents are facing in relation to claiming their refund with regard to the 
compensation scheme which allows parents with children eligible for free school transport to 
get compensation if their child is unable to use public transport due to safety fears in relation to 
Covid-19 (details supplied); if her Department plans to make clear guidelines for Bus Éireann 
to advise on eligibility; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39803/21]

27/07/2021WREEE00400976. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Education the way in which parents 
can apply for the school transport grant that was announced in August 2020; the way the grant 
scheme is operated; the approval process; if there is an appeal process; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [39999/21]

27/07/2021WREEE00500977. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Education the status of the school trans-
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port grant scheme that was announced in August 2020; the number of applications that were 
received, approved and disallowed by county; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40001/21]

27/07/2021WREEE00600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 974, 
976 and 977 together.

The School Transport Scheme is a significant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf 
of the Department. In the 2020/2021 school year over 114,100 children, including over 14,700 
children with special educational needs, were transported on a daily basis to primary and post-
primary schools throughout the country at a cost of over €224.7m in 2020.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

My Department engaged intensively with Bus Éireann in regard to the logistics for the safe 
operation of School Transport Scheme services for the 2020/2021 school year. Based on public 
health advice my Department provided for School Transport Scheme services to fully operate, 
but with additional measures and hygiene requirements in place and with the rolling implemen-
tation of measures on post-primary services as required to provide physical distancing, using 
50% of passenger capacity. 

Updated health advice was received from NPHET on 18th August 2020, which was that 
post-primary services were required to operate using 50% of passenger capacity, following 
which Government agreed to provide the necessary funding to ensure that full implementation 
of this public health recommendation was achieved on all post-primary services as quickly as 
possible.    

For those children who were eligible for transport under the terms of the post-primary 
school transport scheme and whose parents decided not to use post-primary transport for the 
2020/2021 school year, in light of the impact of most recent health advice, the Department 
agreed to provide a grant to support them with the cost of private transport arrangements.  Par-
ents were asked to inform my Department by Friday the 4th of September 2020 if they wished 
to avail of this option.  

Applications for this grant were received from some 752 families, of which 580 families 
met the required criteria and were deemed eligible for the grant.  School Transport Section is 
currently in the process of making payment of these grants to those families.

27/07/2021WREEE00700Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WREEE00800975. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Education the precise measures that are 
in place to facilitate safe ventilation levels in primary and secondary schools in the new aca-
demic year; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39991/21]

27/07/2021WREEE00900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Managing ventilation is just one of a 
suite of public health measures in place to keep our schools safe.

The Department has updated its guidance for schools on Practical Steps for the Deployment 
of Good Ventilation Practices in Schools  . 

This was done at the end of May and followed on from work done centrally by an Expert 
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Group that was looking at the role of ventilation in managing Covid-19. 

A copy of the guidance is published at www.gov.ie/en/publication/ad236-guidance-on-ven-
tilation-in-schools/.

The over-arching approach in the guidance is for schools to have windows open as fully as 
possible when classrooms are not in use (e.g. during break-times or lunch-times and also at the 
end of each school day) and partially open when classrooms are in use. 

The guidance outlines the role that Carbon Dioxide (CO2) monitors can play a part in pro-
viding a useful general indication that areas/rooms may not be adequately ventilated and can 
enable occupants to become familiar with the impact of activities, outdoor weather and window 
openings on levels of good ventilation.  

In this regard, the Department is procuring a number of portable monitors which will be 
distributed to all schools in August and September – between 2 and 20 at primary level and 
between 20 and 35 at post-primary level depending on school size. This will ensure that a CO2 
monitor will be available for use in every classroom in Ireland.

  Question No. 976 answered with Question No. 974.

  Question No. 977 answered with Question No. 974.

27/07/2021WREEE01200Special Educational Needs

27/07/2021WREEE01300978. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Education if additional SNA posts 
will be approved for a school (details supplied); the recommended and current actual number 
of SNA posts approved on average per student with special educational needs; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [40027/21]

27/07/2021WREEE01400Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
NCSE has responsibility for planning and coordinating school supports for children with spe-
cial educational needs including the allocation of SNAs and reviews. The Department does not 
have a role in making individual school determinations. Accordingly your correspondence has 
been forwarded to the NCSE for direct reply.

The Special Needs Assistant (SNA) scheme is designed to provide schools with additional 
adult support staff who can assist children with special educational needs who also have addi-
tional and significant care needs.  Such support is provided in order to facilitate the attendance 
of those pupils at school and also to minimise disruption to class or teaching time for the pupils 
concerned, or for their peers, and with a view to developing their independent living skills.

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource. The 
deployment of SNAs within schools is a matter for the individual Principal/Board of Manage-
ment of the school.  SNAs should be deployed by the school in a manner which best meets the 
care support requirements of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA support has 
been allocated. 

It is a matter for schools to allocate support as required, and on the basis of individual need, 
which allows schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised. 

In light of the disruption caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, the introduction of the new 
Frontloaded Allocation Model for SNAs for students in mainstream classes in primary and post 
-primary schools is to be deferred for a further year to the beginning of the 2022/23 school year. 
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In order to minimise disruption for schools, in the current circumstances, and to provide for 
continuity of allocations the following arrangements for the allocation of Special Needs Assis-
tants for mainstream classes for the 2021/22 school year: 

-  Existing mainstream class SNA allocations in schools on 30 April 2021 will be maintained 
and will automatically rollover into the 2021/22 school year.

-  No school will therefore receive an allocation less than that which they had on 30 April 
2021.

-  SNAs currently in mainstream settings can continue in post for the next school year in the 
normal way.

-  Priority consideration will now be given by the NCSE to applications for increased sup-
port for the 2021/22 school year, in particular, applications from schools with no SNAs and 
developing schools will be prioritised. Determinations will be made before 30 June. Other ap-
plications will be processed in order of date received.

-  As in previous years, where circumstances change during the course of the 2021/22 school 
year that materially increase the level of care need in a school to the extent that the school can 
clearly demonstrate that it cannot be met within the existing SNA allocation, the school may 
apply to the NCSE for a review. Detailed information on the NCSE exceptional review process 
is published on the NCSE website ncse.ie/for-schools.

 The NCSE have published the SNA allocations on their website www.ncse.ie. 

SNA allocations for special classes and special schools are not affected by this arrangement.

Circular 0029/2021 has been published and advises schools of the arrangements for the al-
location of SNAs for the 2021/22 school year.

Provisions set out in Circular 0030/2020 have been extended for the 2021/22 school year.

Circulars 29/2021 and 30/2020  are available on the Departments website.

My Department does not have a role in making individual school determinations. Accord-
ingly your question has been forwarded to the NCSE for direct reply.

27/07/2021WREEE01500Departmental Bodies

27/07/2021WREEE01600979. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education the agencies and State organisa-
tions under her Department that are receiving State funding that do not have to declare salaries 
of employees under the 2016 code of governance; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [40032/21]

27/07/2021WREEE01700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department is guided in its report-
ing obligations by the terms and conditions laid down by Statute, including, where appropriate, 
Company Law, and the requirements of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform’s 
2016 document – Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies – Business and Financial 
Reporting Requirements.

The Code of Practice sets out, inter alia, details of reporting requirements for state bodies. 
In regard to non-commercial State Bodies under the aegis of my Department, the Code requires 
bodies to make the following disclosures, where they are applicable:
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-  The aggregate amount of total compensation paid to employees including employee num-
bers in whole time equivalent format

-  The aggregate total compensation paid to employees split between salary, overtime and 
allowances,

-  Details on CEO salary and benefits (and termination benefits if appropriate)

-  the aggregate pay bill and total number of employees, 

-  details of the numbers of employees whose total employee benefits (excluding pension 
costs) for the reporting period fell within each pay band of €10,000 from €60,000 upwards and, 

-  an overall figure for total employer pension contributions in their annual report and/or 
financial statements

-  a note on termination benefits to all staff should also be included with CEO termination 
benefits being kept separate.

My officials review the financial statements of aegis bodies, to ensure that the aegis bodies 
adhere to the appropriate stipulations of D/PER’s Code of Practice. 

27/07/2021WREEE01800School Transport

27/07/2021WREEE01900980. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 777 of 15 June 2021, if the estimated €1,000 per student covers costs such as the 
additional buses and drivers needed to provide extra places on the school transport scheme; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [40051/21]

27/07/2021WREEE02000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The School Transport Scheme is a sig-
nificant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department. In the 2020/21 school 
year over 114,100 children, including over 14,700 children with special educational needs, 
were transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country 
at a cost of over €224.7m in 2020. 

The estimated cost of €1,000 per pupil per annum to provide school transport is based on 
normal operations.  There have been increased costs in operating the scheme as a result of pub-
lic health measures required to mitigate the spread of Covid-19.  These costs relate to measures 
such as additional cleaning of vehicles, PPE, sanitiser, etc. and for the additional vehicles and 
drivers required to operate the additional services that had to be established to provide for 50% 
capacity on post-primary school transport services. These measures will lead to an increase in 
the average estimated cost per pupil at post-primary level.  Details of this cost will be available 
at the end of the current financial year when the full year cost of operating services with these 
additional measures is known. 

27/07/2021WREEE02100School Transport

27/07/2021WREEE02200981. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education the estimated cost of 
purchasing one new school bus for use on the school transport scheme; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [40052/21]

27/07/2021WREEE02300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The School Transport Scheme is a sig-
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nificant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department. In the 2020/21 school 
year over 114,100 children, including over 14,700 children with special educational needs, 
were transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country 
at a cost of over €224.7m in 2020. 

The scheme is operated using a mix of Bus Éireann vehicles and private contractor vehicles 
operated under contract to Bus Éireann.  Bus Éireann is obliged to tender all works, goods and 
services to be provided by external suppliers in line with national and EU procurement legisla-
tion and this includes services provided by contractors under the School Transport Scheme.  

Bus Éireann has advised he cost of buying a new school bus is dependent on the size and 
specifications of the vehicle but that the estimated cost of buying a large bus is in the region of 
€250,000. 

27/07/2021WREEE02400Schools Building Projects

27/07/2021WREEE02500982. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Education if the design team has been 
appointed for the new national school campus for Tuam, County Galway; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [40072/21]

27/07/2021WREEE02600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Deputy will be aware that a building 
project for the school in question is included in my Department’s school building programme. 

The brief for the proposed project is in the process of being finalised by my Department 
which when completed will then facilitate the commencement of the architectural planning 
process, which will include the appointment of a design team, to deliver the project. 

27/07/2021WREEE02700Schools Building Projects

27/07/2021WREEE02800983. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Education if the design team has been 
appointed for the new Gaelscoil campus in Athenry, County Galway; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [40073/21]

27/07/2021WREEE02900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The campus project referred to by the 
deputy comprises the delivery of two new schools for the area in question. This project has been 
devolved to Galway and Roscommon Education & Training Board (GRETB). 

I am pleased to confirm that GRETB has appointed a design team for this project. The De-
sign Team will now take the project through the various stages of architectural planning and 
onwards through the statutory planning requirements and construction. 

The timeframe for the construction of the project will not be known until the design stages 
have been completed and planning permission has been secured. It is not possible at this time 
to give a date for its completion. 

Please be assured that GRETB will be engaging directly with each of the school authorities 
to keep them informed of progress.

27/07/2021WREEE03000National Educational Psychological Service

27/07/2021WREEE03100984. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education the number of NEPS 
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psychologists that are assigned to schools in County Meath; if psychologists assigned are based 
on school population; if the psychologists work on referrals during the school break; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [40078/21]

27/07/2021WREEE03200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I can inform the Deputy that my Depart-
ment’s National Educational Psychological Service provides educational psychological support 
to all primary and post-primary schools. This involves direct support in the event of a critical 
incident, access to national and regional support and development work to build school capacity 
to support students, access to a NEPS psychologist for responses to queries arising, and access 
to individual pupil casework via a NEPS psychologist or through the Scheme for the Commis-
sioning of Psychological Assessments (SCPA). 

NEPS does not maintain waiting lists but in common with many other psychological ser-
vices and best international practice, has adopted a consultative model of service. The focus 
is on empowering teachers to intervene effectively with pupils whose needs range from mild 
to severe and transient to enduring. Psychologists use a problem solving and solution orient-
ed consultative approach to maximize positive outcomes for these pupils. NEPS encourages 
schools to use a continuum based assessment and intervention process whereby each school 
takes responsibility for initial assessment, educational planning and remedial intervention for 
pupils with learning, emotional or behavioural difficulties. Teachers may consult their NEPS 
psychologist should they need to at this stage in the process. Only in the event of a failure to 
make reasonable progress, in spite of the school’s best efforts in consultation with NEPS, will 
the psychologist become involved with an individual child for intensive intervention or assess-
ment. 

This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually. It also ensures that children are 
not referred unnecessarily for psychological intervention. 

In relation to the Deputy’s request for information regarding NEPS service to Meath schools, 
I wish to advise that psychologists work within a regional and local office structure serving the 
needs of schools in their immediate vicinity. The Meath area is part of the North East Region of 
NEPS which covers counties Cavan, Monaghan, Louth and Meath. Each of these schools has 
access to NEPS for Critical Incident Support, the NEPS Regional Support and Development 
Service and for response to queries arising.   I can confirm that there are eleven psychologists 
currently assigned to schools in Co. Meath. 

NEPS is a school-based psychological service and NEPS psychologists work collaborative-
ly with teachers in their assigned schools using a consultative problem-solving and solution-
oriented approach to maximize positive outcomes for students in the school setting.  In general 
NEPS psychologists do not work directly in schools outside of term time.  Psychologists, how-
ever, continue to work on a casework service, off-site, with a particular focus on report-writing 
at this time. NEPS continues to be available to support schools should they be needed, through-
out the school holiday period. 

27/07/2021WREEE03300National Educational Psychological Service

27/07/2021WREEE03400985. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Education if a record is kept of the 
number of students who are referred by their school for a private psychological assessment each 
year due to the limited number of NEPS referrals assigned to an individual school in one year 
in each county; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40081/21]
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27/07/2021WREEE03500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I can inform the Deputy that my Depart-
ment’s National Educational Psychological Service provides educational psychological support 
to all primary and post-primary schools. This involves direct support in the event of a critical 
incident, access to national and regional support and development work to build school capacity 
to support students, access to a NEPS psychologist for responses to queries arising, and access 
to individual pupil casework via a NEPS psychologist or through the Scheme for the Commis-
sioning of Psychological Assessments (SCPA). 

NEPS does not maintain waiting lists but in common with many other psychological ser-
vices and best international practice, has adopted a consultative model of service. The focus 
is on empowering teachers to intervene effectively with pupils whose needs range from mild 
to severe and transient to enduring. Psychologists use a problem solving and solution orient-
ed consultative approach to maximize positive outcomes for these pupils. NEPS encourages 
schools to use a continuum based assessment and intervention process whereby each school 
takes responsibility for initial assessment, educational planning and remedial intervention for 
pupils with learning, emotional or behavioural difficulties. Teachers may consult their NEPS 
psychologist should they need to at this stage in the process. Only in the event of a failure to 
make reasonable progress, in spite of the school’s best efforts in consultation with NEPS, will 
the psychologist become involved with an individual child for intensive intervention or assess-
ment. 

This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually. It also ensures that children are 
not referred unnecessarily for psychological intervention. 

NEPS hold records of the casework service provided by NEPS psychologists and SCPA 
psychologists funded by NEPS, in each school annually.  In relation to the Deputy’s request, 
NEPS does not hold records of the students who are referred by their schools for a private 
psychological assessment, separate from the NEPS service or the NEPS-funded SCPA service.  

27/07/2021WREEE03600Schools Building Projects

27/07/2021WREEE03700986. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Education the reason for the delay in the 
beginning of a tendering process for a design team for the planned extension to a school (details 
supplied); the reason for the issues with the tendering process which has now stalled; and the 
measures she can take to ensure delivery of the extension in a timely manner. [40092/21]

27/07/2021WREEE03800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy is aware, this project to 
which he refers, has been devolved for delivery to Dublin & Dún Laoghaire Education and 
Training Board (DDLETB).

The brief for this project is extremely complex and complicated; this resulted in a more dif-
ficult than usual and protracted process of preparation of tender documentation.

I am pleased to confirm that DDLETB has advised that the tenders for the appointment of 
the Design Team have now been received and assessed. The Department is expecting to receive 
the Tender Report imminently for review. 

Following the procurement of the Design Team, the team will then proceed to design the 
buildings, obtain the necessary statutory planning permissions, and move the project onward to 
tender and construction in due course.

As the project is at an early stage in the delivery process, it is not possible at this time to 



27 July 2021

501

give a date for completion.   

27/07/2021WREEE03900Education Schemes

27/07/2021WREEE04000987. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Education the number of participants in 
the summer provision programme in 2018, 2019 and 2020; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [40127/21]

27/07/2021WREEE04100Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
information requested by the Deputy is set out below.

The numbers of pupils that participated in the summer programme (or July Provision) in 
2018, 2019 and 2020 across both home and school are as follows:

2018 2019 2020
10,228 10,563 13,608

27/07/2021WREEE04200Special Educational Needs

27/07/2021WREEE04300988. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Education the number of mainstream 
schools that provide special classes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40128/21]

27/07/2021WREEE04400Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): En-
abling children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to their needs 
is a priority for this Government. 

This year, just under 25% of the total Education budget or €2bn will be invested in sup-
porting children with special educational needs.   As a result, the numbers of special education 
teachers, SNAs and special class and school places are at unprecedented levels. 

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating 
and advising on the education provision for children nationwide. The NCSE, through its local 
network of SENOs (Special Educational Needs Organisers), is available to provide advice and 
support to parents on the possible placement options available to their child. 

For the 2021/22 school year, 2,132 special classes will be established in 1,121 mainstream 
primary and post primary schools providing places for approximately 12,700 pupils with addi-
tional needs.  This is the largest number of special classes that we have ever had, and compares 
to 548 classes available in 2011.

Details of the locations of the special classes are available on the NCSE website at www.
ncse.ie. 

27/07/2021WREEE04500Educational Disadvantage

27/07/2021WREEE04600989. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education if the DEIS review is close 
to completion; if so, the outcomes; if the review will benefit schools in the County Louth and 
east County Meath area; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40143/21]

27/07/2021WREEE04700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): A detailed analysis of school enrolment 
data and the latest data available from Census 2016, using the HP Deprivation Index, has been 
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carried out by members of the DEIS Technical Group. This group contains representatives of 
the Department’s Statistics and Social Inclusion Units, the Inspectorate and the Educational 
Research Centre. My Department has commenced a consultation process with education stake-
holder representatives on the refinement of the model, and work is ongoing on further elements 
of the model. It is envisaged that this will then provide the basis for development of a DEIS 
resource allocation system to match resources to identified need. Until this work is complete, it 
is not intended to extend the DEIS programme to any further schools.

27/07/2021WREEE04800Schools Building Projects

27/07/2021WREEE04900990. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Education the status of the proposed 
development of a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40148/21]

27/07/2021WREEE05000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The school building project referred to 
by the Deputy is being delivered under my Department’s Design and Build Programme.

My Department has completed the tender process for the establishment of a new frame-
work of contractors for the delivery of a bundle of Design and Build projects. In June 2021, the 
school building project referred to by the Deputy was included in a bundle of projects which 
was tendered to the new framework.

The original date for the tender returns was the 8th September 2021, an extension of time 
was recently  requested by the tenderers.  My Department has agreed to this extension, the clos-
ing date for tenders has now been extended by four weeks.

27/07/2021WREEE05100Schools Building Projects

27/07/2021WREEE05200991. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Education the status of the difficulties in 
facilitating a school (details supplied) on its current site for the coming academic year; if her 
attention has been drawn to the reservations of both schools regarding the contingency plan in 
use to move the school; if her Department has taken those concerns into consideration; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [40158/21]

27/07/2021WREEE053001053. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Education the reason planning permis-
sion for a permanent site for a school (details supplied) was not expedited in 2020 given her 
Department was aware the school was in an accommodation crisis. [40869/21]

27/07/2021WREEE05400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 991 and 
1053 together.

Following completion of the acquisition of the permanent site for the school referred to by 
the Deputies in May 2020, the building project for the school was assigned for delivery under 
my Department’s Design & Build Programme.  

Notwithstanding disruption to building works as a result of Covid 19 restrictions, the plans 
were progressed for the planning application for the project and a pre-planning meeting was 
held with the local authority on 28th   August 2020 and the developed design work has been 
continuing.  

It was initially hoped that the planning permission for the school building project would be 
in place in sufficient time to provide a derogation for the provision of interim accommodation 
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on the permanent site for the school year 2021/2022.  However, in order that the procurement 
of interim accommodation could proceed as early as possible, it was decided to proceed with 
plans for a separate planning application for the provision of interim accommodation on the 
permanent site. 

A planning application for interim accommodation for the school on its permanent site was 
subsequently lodged on the 26th May 2021 and instructions were issued to the Project Manager 
overseeing the delivery of the interim accommodation to proceed with the procurement ar-
rangements under my Department’s new Modular Buildings Framework.

There was a delay involved in obtaining a necessary legal consent from an adjacent land-
owner in order to lodge the planning application for interim accommodation and as a result, 
my Department is putting in place contingency arrangements for the school to be located in 
suitable interim accommodation at the Firhouse Community College site from August 2021 for 
a maximum of one academic year, pending delivery of interim accommodation on the school’s 
permanent site. 

The interim accommodation, which includes specialist classrooms, SEN provision and an-
cillary accommodation, will be installed on the Community College site for the beginning of 
the 2021/22 school year using the planning exemption secured in March 2021 pertaining to 
existing schools. Details of the accommodation was communicated to the patrons of the schools 
concerned. 

It is the Department’s intention that the school will move into the interim accommodation 
on its permanent site as early as possible in the 2021/22 academic year and that the vacated 
interim accommodation on the Community College site will remain on site and will be avail-
able for use by Firhouse Community College as provided for under the exemption. The initial 
grant of planning permission for the interim accommodation on the school’s permanent site was 
received on 20th July 2021.  

The permanent accommodation plans continue to be progressed while taking account of 
the interim accommodation. A pre-planning meeting with the local authority has taken place 
and developed design work is ongoing. Representatives of the school and Patron body will be 
invited to a meeting to share the plans ahead of lodging the planning application.  

My Department has agreed the plans for the interim accommodation on the Communi-
ty College site with both school patrons and will continue to keep the patron bodies and the 
schools informed.

27/07/2021WREEE05500Schools Refurbishment

27/07/2021WREEE05600992. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education the amount that has been 
spent on emergency works in the past ten years for a school (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [40215/21]

27/07/2021WREEE05700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I would like to inform the Deputy that a 
total of €300,717.98 has been funded to this school under the Emergency Works Scheme in the 
last ten years.

27/07/2021WREEE05800Schools Refurbishment

27/07/2021WREEE05900993. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education the amount that has been 
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spent on emergency works at a school (details supplied) since it was built; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [40216/21]

27/07/2021WREEE06000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I would like to inform the Deputy that 
a total of €137,631.85 has been funded under the Emergency Works Scheme for the school in 
question since September 2016.

27/07/2021WRFFF00200School Enrolments

27/07/2021WRFFF00300994. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education the number of first-year 
secondary school places in areas (details supplied); the number of children expected to apply 
for first-year entry in these areas; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40217/21]

27/07/2021WRFFF00400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy will appreciate, it is not 
possible for my Department to confirm the number of students that will be seeking to enrol 
in any given post primary school(s) as the question of enrolment in individual schools is the 
responsibility of the Board of Management on behalf of the school patron and my Department 
does not hold information in this regard. Parents are entitled to apply to enrol their child in any 
school and where a school has places available, applications for enrolment should be accepted.  
When the number of applications exceeds the number of places available at the school, the se-
lection criteria as included in the school’s published admission policy will apply.

I can confirm that the number of pupils who were enrolled in sixth class in 2020/2021 and 
are now expected to apply for first year in post primary schools in each of the school planning 
areas in the Dublin 15 area in 2021 is set out below:



27 July 2021

505

School Planning Area Number of Pupils
Carpenterstown_D15 283
Castleknock_D15 232
Blanchardstown_WestD15 492
BlanchardstownVge_D15 542
Scribblestown_FinglasWest 195
Mulhuddart_Tyrrelstown_D15 337

27/07/2021WRFFF00500School Accommodation

27/07/2021WRFFF00600995. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education the amount that has been 
spent on temporary accommodation works at schools (details supplied) since they were opened; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40218/21]

27/07/2021WRFFF00700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Since 2016, the total spend on the provi-
sion of interim accommodation for the post primary school referred to by the Deputy is €5.3m 
including €1.5m of expenditure related to site works for the interim accommodation which will 
also facilitate the construction of the permanent school building.

The Invitation to Tender for the permanent post primary school issued on the 14th June 2021 
as part of a bundle of projects issued to a newly established Framework of Design & Build 
Contractors.

Since 2019, the total spend on the provision of interim accommodation for the primary 
school referred to by the Deputy is €1.7m.

The planning application for the primary school on its permanent site is being progressed.  A 
pre-planning meeting was held with the local authority on the 23rd June last which will inform 
the design for the school.

Pending delivery of the permanent school building projects, my Department will continue 
to address the interim accommodation needs of both schools and the school authorities will be 
kept informed of progress.

27/07/2021WRFFF00800School Transport

27/07/2021WRFFF00900996. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Education when an application for the 
school travel allowance will be processed and paid to a person (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [40220/21]

27/07/2021WRFFF01000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The School Transport Scheme is a signif-
icant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department. In the 2020/2021 school 
year over 114,100 children, including over 14,700 children with special educational needs, 
were transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country 
at a cost of over €224.7m in 2020.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.
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In August 2020, due to the timing of the 50% capacity guidelines that were issued from 
NPHET with regard  to post primary school transport services, the Department issued commu-
nications which was made available at gov.ie and circulated via an email from Bus Éireann to 
families with existing school transport accounts, advising that it was understood that for some 
parents and children this latest updated advice may have meant that some parents would not 
wish for their children to use post-primary school transport and may have wished to bring their 
own child or children to school for the 2020/2021 school year.

It was requested that if families chose not to use school transport that they inform the De-
partment by emailing schooltransportrefunds2020@education.gov.ie by Friday 4th September 
2020 and on receipt of this email a refund on the cost of the school bus ticket would be arranged.  
A grant would be provided to support the cost of transport arrangements for those families who 
were eligible for transport under the terms of the school transport scheme and whose parents 
had decided not to use transport for the 2020/2021 school year and had advised the Department 
as outlined above.

Bus Eireann have advised that the child referred to by the Deputy is eligible for school trans-
port and that an application for transport was received for the 2019/2020 school year.  However, 
no payment/medical card details were received for the 2019/20 school year and no ticket issued.  
Bus Éireann also advise that this family closed the application for the child referred to on Bus 
Éireann’s system in January 2020 and no application or payment was made for the 2020/2021 
school year.

Since an application for the grant was not made for the child referred to by the Deputy by the 
date issued on the communications note to families, and no application or payment was made 
for school transport for the 2020/21 school year, the family referred in this case is not eligible 
for the grant in question.

27/07/2021WRFFF01100School Funding

27/07/2021WRFFF01200997. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Education if she will investigate reinstat-
ing the school library grant to primary schools; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40238/21]

27/07/2021WRFFF01300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): An arrangement was made through An 
Chomhairle Leabharlanna in 1971, whereby the local authority librarians would provide ser-
vices for Primary schools.  At that time my Department made a grant available for this purpose 
based on the number of pupils enrolled in primary schools in the local authority areas.

The amount of the grant payable to each local authority was based on the number of primary 
pupils in the relevant area and amounted to €4.52 per pupil. The full year estimated cost of re-
instating the library grant at a similar level is circa €2.5m.

As Minister for Education I am very conscious of the importance of library services and the 
value of these in the context of the supports available to children.

As the Deputies may be aware, local libraries provide a wide range of resources and activi-
ties which support primary schools in developing children’s literacy, numeracy, creativity and 
communication skills.

I am committed to investing in education and therefore, I have to prioritise provision of 
funding directly to schools.  Regretfully I am not in a position to re-instate the library grant.
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Responsibility for the support and provision of funding for library services rests with my 
colleague, Heather Humphries, TD Minister for Rural and Community Development.

27/07/2021WRFFF01400School Accommodation

27/07/2021WRFFF01500998. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Education when refurbishment works 
at a school (details supplied) will progress to the next stage of works; and the amount spent to 
date on this project. [40324/21]

27/07/2021WRFFF01600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In relation to the school to which the 
Deputy refers, the project to install additional interim accommodation for the academic year 
2021/22  has commenced on site and there has been no spend to date in 2021 on this project.

In relation to the school’s permanent project, the Letter of Acceptance for the successful 
contractor issued on the 14th  June 2021 and the contractor (Rhatigan ABM Limited) has mo-
bilised on site.

27/07/2021WRFFF01700School Accommodation

27/07/2021WRFFF01800999. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Education when refurbishment works 
at a school (details supplied) will progress to the next stage of works; and the amount spent to 
date on this project. [40325/21]

27/07/2021WRFFF01900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In relation to the school to which the 
Deputy refers the project to install additional interim accommodation for the academic year 
2021/22 is currently on site.  The 2021 spend to date on this project is €731,000.

In relation to the school’s permanent project, the Letter of Acceptance for the successful  
contractor issued on the 14th June 2021. This commences the school building contract, the 
contractor has mobilised on site.  The contractor appointed is Rhatigan ABM Limited. The con-
struction of the new 1000 pupil school will be phased to provide permanent accommodation as 
early as possible in the 2021/22 school year.

27/07/2021WRFFF02000School Accommodation

27/07/2021WRFFF021001000. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education the position regarding an 
application for an extension by a school (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [40417/21]

27/07/2021WRFFF02200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to advise the Deputy that my De-
partment has no current record of receiving an application for additional accommodation from 
the school in question.

It is open to the school authority to make an application for additional accommodation 
through the ‘Additional School Accommodation scheme (ASA)’ which is available at www.
education.ie.

27/07/2021WRFFF02300School Accommodation
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27/07/2021WRFFF024001001. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education the position regarding an 
application for an extension by a school (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [40418/21]

27/07/2021WRFFF02500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm to the Deputy that my De-
partment is in receipt of an application for additional school accommodation from Killorglin 
Community College, County Kerry.  Once the application has been assessed, the school author-
ity will be contacted directly with a decision.

27/07/2021WRFFF02600School Accommodation

27/07/2021WRFFF027001002. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education the position regarding an 
application for an extension by a school (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [40419/21]

27/07/2021WRFFF02800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to advise the Deputy that my De-
partment has no current record of receiving an application for additional accommodation from 
the school in question.

It is open to the school authority to make an application for additional accommodation 
through the ‘Additional School Accommodation scheme (ASA)’ which is available at www.
education.ie.

27/07/2021WRFFF02900School Staff

27/07/2021WRFFF030001003. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education the list of primary schools 
including the names and locations of each school in County Kerry that as it stands is due to lose 
a mainstream teacher for the 2021-2022 academic year; if she will intervene to prevent any such 
losses in the context of Covid-19 and the obvious difficulties that such losses would present to 
teacher and student safety; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40420/21]

27/07/2021WRFFF03100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The key factor for determining the level 
of staffing resources provided at individual school level is the staffing schedule for the relevant 
school year and pupil enrolments on the previous 30th September.

For the 2021/22 school year, an improvement of one point in the appointment threshold in 
primary schools has been introduced and schools will be provided with class teachers on the 
basis of 1 teacher for every 25 pupils which is a historical low ratio.  In addition, a three point 
reduction in the retention scale has also been introduced for September 2021.  These measures 
will help to ensure that less pupils are required to recruit or retain a teacher.

The staffing process also includes an appeals mechanism for schools to submit a staffing 
appeal under certain criteria.  The final staffing position will be confirmed in October once the 
staffing appeals process has been completed. The Primary Staffing Appeals Board operates in-
dependently of the Department and its decision is final.

Schools that may see an increase in their pupil enrolment for 2021/22 in September can 
submit an appeal to the October meeting of the Appeals Board with the updated enrolment.

The Department does not disclose staffing information pertaining to an individual school.
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27/07/2021WRFFF03200Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRFFF033001004. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education if she has a contingency 
plan for the return of schools in August and September 2021 in the event of continued high 
Covid-19 rates among under 18s; if she will provide details of any such plans; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [40421/21]

27/07/2021WRFFF03400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): It is planned that all schools will return 
fully at the end of August/early September in line with their normal planned reopening times. 
Public Health have stated that the new variants of the disease do not change the infection pre-
vention and control measures required.  Public Health advice is that compliance with these 
measures ensure that schools remain safe places for children and staff.

Schools have put significant measures in place to reduce the risk of coronavirus being trans-
mitted to/within the school and significant funding has been provided to support schools in this 
respect.

The aim of all of the Covid-19 infection prevention and control measures that have been put 
in place for schools is to support schools to operate safely and prevent the introduction of Co-
vid-19 and also the onward of transmission of Covid-19 among the school community.  There 
is clear evidence from the operation of schools during the past year that schools are low risk 
environments in terms of the transmission of COVID-19 and that the infection prevention and 
control measures in place are highly effective in reducing the risk of contracting COVID-19. 
These measures protect pupils, their parents and school staff.

Schools have been advised that they should continue to operate with the current infection 
prevention and control measures in place to support their safe operation during COVID-19 
when they reopen in the new term.  Schools will continue to be supported in terms of the ad-
ditional resources necessary to provide for these measures.

At this point in the pandemic and given the ongoing rollout and impact of the vaccination 
programme it is imperative that children’s education is prioritised and schools are fully re-
opened at the start of the academic year and remain open throughout the 2021/22 school year.

The Department will continue to work closely with all of the education partners and pub-
lic health specialists so that schools will continue to be supported when they reopen for the 
2021/2022 school year.

27/07/2021WRFFF03500Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRFFF036001005. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education the number of CO2 moni-
tors being provided to schools for the autumn; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40422/21]

27/07/2021WRFFF03700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Managing ventilation is just one of a 
suite of public health measures in place to keep our schools safe.

The Department has updated its guidance for schools on Practical Steps for the Deployment 
of Good Ventilation Practices in Schools.

This was done at the end of May and followed on from work done centrally by an Expert 
Group that was looking at the role of ventilation in managing Covid-19.
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A copy of the guidance is published at www.gov.ie/en/publication/ad236-guidance-on-ven-
tilation-in-schools/.

The over-arching approach in the guidance is for schools to have windows open as fully as 
possible when classrooms are not in use (e.g. during break-times or lunch-times and also at the 
end of each school day) and partially open when classrooms are in use.

The guidance outlines the role that Carbon Dioxide (CO2) monitors can play a part in pro-
viding a useful general indication that areas/rooms may not be adequately ventilated and can 
enable occupants to become familiar with the impact of activities, outdoor weather and window 
openings on levels of good ventilation.

In this regard, the Department is procuring a number of portable monitors which will be 
distributed to all schools in August and September – between 2 and 20 at primary level and 
between 20 and 35 at post-primary level depending on school size. This will ensure that a CO2 
monitor will be available for use in every classroom in Ireland.

27/07/2021WRFFF03800Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRFFF039001006. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education the percentage of the 
overall number of classrooms nationwide she estimates her Department will provide with a 
CO2 monitor in the autumn; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40423/21]

27/07/2021WRFFF04000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Managing ventilation is just one of a 
suite of public health measures in place to keep our schools safe.

The Department has updated its guidance for schools on Practical Steps for the Deployment 
of Good Ventilation Practices in Schools.

This was done at the end of May and followed on from work done centrally by an Expert 
Group that was looking at the role of ventilation in managing Covid-19.

A copy of the guidance is published at www.gov.ie/en/publication/ad236-guidance-on-ven-
tilation-in-schools/.

The over-arching approach in the guidance is for schools to have windows open as fully as 
possible when classrooms are not in use (e.g. during break-times or lunch-times and also at the 
end of each school day) and partially open when classrooms are in use.

The guidance outlines the role that Carbon Dioxide (CO2) monitors can play a part in pro-
viding a useful general indication that areas/rooms may not be adequately ventilated and can 
enable occupants to become familiar with the impact of activities, outdoor weather and window 
openings on levels of good ventilation.

In this regard, the Department is procuring a number of portable monitors which will be 
distributed to all schools in August and September – between 2 and 20 at primary level and 
between 20 and 35 at post-primary level depending on school size. This will ensure that a CO2 
monitor will be available for use in every classroom in Ireland.

27/07/2021WRFFF04100Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRFFF042001007. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education the percentage of the 
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overall number of classrooms in County Kerry she estimates her Department will provide with 
a CO2 monitor in the autumn; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40424/21]

27/07/2021WRFFF04300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Managing ventilation is just one of a 
suite of public health measures in place to keep our schools safe.

The Department has updated its guidance for schools on Practical Steps for the Deployment 
of Good Ventilation Practices in Schools.

This was done at the end of May and followed on from work done centrally by an Expert 
Group that was looking at the role of ventilation in managing Covid-19.

A copy of the guidance is published at www.gov.ie/en/publication/ad236-guidance-on-ven-
tilation-in-schools/.

The over-arching approach in the guidance is for schools to have windows open as fully as 
possible when classrooms are not in use (e.g. during break-times or lunch-times and also at the 
end of each school day) and partially open when classrooms are in use.

The guidance outlines the role that Carbon Dioxide (CO2) monitors can play a part in pro-
viding a useful general indication that areas/rooms may not be adequately ventilated and can 
enable occupants to become familiar with the impact of activities, outdoor weather and window 
openings on levels of good ventilation.

In this regard, the Department is procuring a number of portable monitors which will be 
distributed to all schools in August and September – between 2 and 20 at primary level and 
between 20 and 35 at post-primary level depending on school size. This will ensure that a CO2 
monitor will be available for use in every classroom in Ireland, including those in Kerry.

27/07/2021WRFFF04400School Accommodation

27/07/2021WRFFF045001008. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education the position regarding the 
provision of a new school (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [40425/21]

27/07/2021WRFFF04600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm to the Deputy that my 
Department is in receipt of an application from the school in question for major capital works 
comprising of a new school building.

Under the National Development Plan (NDP), increased funding has been provided for the 
school sector capital investment programme.  This funding allows for a continued focus on the 
provision of new permanent school places to keep pace with demographic demand and also 
provides for an additional focus on the refurbishment of existing school buildings.

Currently my Department has a significant existing pipeline of projects to be delivered over 
the coming years to meet capacity needs managed under the Large-Scale Capital Programme 
(LSCP) and the Additional School Accommodation Scheme (ASA). This includes circa 1,200 
school building projects across the various stages of planning, design, tender and construction. 
The application from the school in question will be considered in due course.

Should the school authority consider that it does not have sufficient capacity, in terms of 
mainstream teaching accommodation, it is open to them to apply for accommodation under 
the Additional School Accommodation Scheme, details of which are available on my Depart-
ment’s website www.education.ie. The purpose of the ASA scheme is to ensure that essential 
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classroom accommodation is available to cater for pupils enrolled each year and where the need 
cannot be met by the school’s existing accommodation.

27/07/2021WRFFF04700School Accommodation

27/07/2021WRFFF048001009. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education the position regarding the 
provision of a new school (details supplied) in County Kerry; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [40426/21]

27/07/2021WRFFF04900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I am pleased to advise the Deputy that 
the Department will be devolving the delivery of the project for the school to which he refers to 
the Joint Managerial Body (JMB).

The next step in that respect, is for the JMB to enter into a Service Level Agreement (SLA) 
with the Department.  Once this is in place,  the JMB will then proceed with the appointment of 
a design team to progress the project through design, planning and construction in due course.

As the project has not yet commenced architectural planning, it is too early in the process to 
provide a timeline for completion of the works.

27/07/2021WRFFF05000State Examinations

27/07/2021WRFFF051001010. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Education if additional time allow-
ances will be provided for participants in State exams who have been diagnosed with low pro-
cessing speed; if her attention has been drawn to the relative difficulties that such participants 
encounter in attempting to communicate their knowledge of a subject in the allotted time; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [40427/21]

27/07/2021WRFFF05200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The State Examinations Commission has 
statutory responsibility for operational matters relating to the certificate examinations.

In view of this I have forwarded your query to the State Examinations Commission for di-
rect reply to you.

27/07/2021WRFFF05300Health Service Executive

27/07/2021WRFFF054001011. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education the steps being taken to re-
solve the issue of medical cards not being accepted for payment on school transport routes due 
to the recent cyberattack on the HSE; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40478/21]

27/07/2021WRFFF05500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The School Transport Scheme is a signif-
icant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department. In the 2020/2021 school 
year over 114,100 children, including over 14,700 children with special educational needs, 
were transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country 
at a cost of over €224.7m in 2020.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

Owing to the cybersecurity attack on the HSE systems recently, Bus Éireann have been un-
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able to offer the Medical Card verification system as part of the school transport payment and 
are working closely with the HSE team to find a resolution to this.

In the meantime Bus Éireann will roll forward the medical card details used successfully for 
payment last year as payment for 21/22 school transport tickets, where children continue to be 
eligible for transport.

This means the following for families:

-  Families are not required to enter their medical card as payment where the same medi-
cal card was used successfully last year. The child’s existing medical card will be processed as 
payment for the school transport ticket for the 2021/22 school year. A ticket will issue automati-
cally in the coming weeks.

-  Families can access their account and view the details that have been applied.

-  Where families have other children without a medical card, they will need to pay the 
charges due before Friday 30th July.  Families account balances will be updated to reflect the 
medical card applied.

-  Should a family have a new application for a child for the 2021/22 school year, and did 
not use a medical card last year, they can enter the medical card for this child and it will be 
validated later.

More information is available at buseireann.ie/schooltransport.

The closing date for payment for School Transport tickets for the 2021/22 school year is 
Friday 30th July 2021. The Bus Éireann payment portal will then close and families will not be 
able to apply or pay for a ticket until it reopens on the 20th August. This is to allow for planning 
of services for the new school year. Applications or payments made after the deadline date will 
be deemed late and families may not be guaranteed a seat at that stage.

27/07/2021WRFFF05600Schools Administration

27/07/2021WRFFF057001012. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education the supports and informa-
tion made available to schools to deal with suspected and confirmed cases of domestic abuse; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40480/21]

27/07/2021WRFFF05800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Department of Education’s Child 
Protection Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary Schools 2017 are intended to give clear 
direction and guidance to school authorities and to school personnel in relation to meeting the 
statutory obligations under the Children First Act, 2015 and in the continued implementation 
within the school setting of the best practice guidance set out in the updated Children First: 
National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children 2017.

The Department of Education’s Inspectorate monitors compliance with aspects of the Child 
Protection Procedures for Primary and Post Primary Schools 2017 during all inspections.

The procedures apply to all recognised primary and post-primary schools and to all mem-
bers of school personnel.

These procedures set out the responsibility on all school staff, including registered teachers 
as mandated persons within the meaning of the Children First Act 2015, to report allegations of 
or suspicions that a child has been, is being or is at risk of being neglected or abused.
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The Child and Family Agency, Tusla have responsibility for all child protection concerns 
and the Children First National Guidance 2017 requires that Tusla should always be informed 
where a person has reasonable grounds for concern that a child may have been, is being, or is at 
risk of being abused or neglected.

In addition my Department has a representative on the Domestic Sexual and Gender Based 
Violence monitoring committee and the Thomas O’Malley implementation group.

Similarly my Department leads on a number of Actions for the Second National Strategy on 
Domestic Sexual and Gender Based Violence (SNDSGBV).

There are also number of programmes available to schools that address crimes related to 
sexual violence.

At primary level, the Stay Safe Programme is a mandatory part of the Social Personal and 
Health Education (SPHE) programme. The Stay Safe programme is a personal safety skills 
programme for use with primary school children from Junior Infants through to 6th class. The 
programme seeks to enhance children’s skills by participation in lessons on safe and unsafe 
situations, bullying, inappropriate touch, secrets, telling and stranger danger. The programme 
aims to give children the skills necessary to enable them to recognise and resist abuse/victimi-
sation and teaches them that they should always tell (an adult that can help) about any situation 
which they find unsafe, upsetting, threatening, dangerous or abusive.

At post primary level, two programmes are in place which come under the heading of Per-
sonal Safety. One of these programmes is for junior cycle which addresses personal safety 
in relationships and explores topics such as healthy and unhealthy relationships, consent and 
domestic gender-based and sexual violence. The other programme, which is for senior cycle, 
addresses topics such as domestic violence, sexual harassment, dating violence and rape. Both 
of these programmes were designed by the Professional Development Support Service (PDST) 
and are intended to be taught as part of the wider Social Personal and Health Education /Rela-
tionships and Sexuality Education curriculum. Professional development support is available to 
teachers, directly linked to these resources.

27/07/2021WRFFF05900State Examinations

27/07/2021WRFFF060001013. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education if she plans to have calcu-
lated grades in 2022 as well as an examination in view of the enormous disruption to students’ 
school life in the senior cycle and in view of the two year nature of the leaving certificate 
course; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40481/21]

27/07/2021WRFFF06100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department is very aware of the dis-
ruption caused to students as a result of school closures arising from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
From 11 January 2021, all students, including students who were in fifth year and who are due 
to sit the Leaving Certificate examinations in 2022, engaged in a programme of remote learning 
with their schools. Students in fifth year were prioritised for a return to school following the 
return of sixth year students.

The public health restrictions which resulted in the closure of schools in March 2020 high-
lighted the absolute necessity for schools to be agile in providing for continuity of schooling in 
the future. As a contingency measure against the possibility of partial or full school closures, 
my Department provided a suite of guidance materials, agreed with the education partners, to 
enable schools to mediate the curriculum safely for all pupils/students in a COVID-19 context.
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The nature of distance learning, which was necessitated during the unprecedented closure 
of schools last year and early this year, required educators to take on a range of approaches to 
support their pupils’ continuity of learning during that period. Assisted by Department-funded 
resources and supports, schools and teachers demonstrated great innovation in adapting to the 
unprecedented situation including the use of digital technologies and online learning platforms 
for teaching and learning.

Extensive guidance and supports have been and continue to be made available by my De-
partment and its support services to support schools in relation to online and remote learning.

I am conscious that students who are due to take their Leaving Certificate examinations in 
2022 have experienced a degree of disruption to their learning.

On 30 June, the Advisory Group on Planning for State Examinations received an update in 
relation to the 2022 Leaving Certificate and Junior Cycle examinations. Following this meeting, 
I announced that the level of adjustment to the assessment arrangements for the 2022 Leaving 
Certificate Examination cohort would be broadly the same as that applied by the Assessment 
Arrangements for Leaving Certificate Examinations 2021, as set in December 2020.  These ar-
rangements were announced before the second period of school closures. Minor changes will be 
made to that document to reflect syllabus content specific to the 2022 examinations. The revised 
document will be published shortly.

On the same date I also announced that the State Examinations Commission (SEC) will run 
an alternative set of Leaving Certificate Examinations in 2022, shortly following the main set of 
examinations.  The SEC will set out the eligibility conditions for these examinations, which will 
be limited to certain students who are unable to sit the main set of examinations due to close 
family bereavement, COVID-19 illness during those examinations, and certain other catego-
ries of serious illness, to be clearly and strictly delineated.  The SEC will issue further details 
regarding these examinations, with all arrangements guided by prevailing public health advice. 
There will also be further engagement with stakeholders in this matter.

Both the Calculated Grades and Accredited Grades processes were provided as exceptional 
measures in 2020 and 2021 respectively, recognising the sudden and very challenging position 
at that time and the impossibility of running examinations in their traditional form safely.  It is 
expected that there will not be the same disruption to learning in the coming school year and it 
is planned that the Leaving Certificate examinations will be held as normal next year.

27/07/2021WRGGG00200School Transport

27/07/2021WRGGG003001014. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education the way she will address the 
longstanding shortage of school transport places across the State; if she has engaged in capacity 
planning; and her views on whether it will be possible that each child who wants a place on a 
bus to receive a place. [40485/21]

27/07/2021WRGGG00400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The School Transport Scheme is a sig-
nificant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department. In the 2020/21 school 
year over 114,100 children, including over 14,700 children with special educational needs, 
were transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country 
at a cost of over €224.7m in 2020. 

 All children who are eligible for school transport and who complete the application and 
payment process on time are accommodated on school transport services where such services 
are in operation.  Children who are not eligible for school transport may apply for transport on 
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a concessionary basis only and are offered seats where capacity exists after all eligible children 
have been catered for.

My Department recently commenced a review of the School Transport Scheme.  Following 
commencement of this review in February 2021 and a detailed analysis and report conducted 
by the Technical Working Group in the interim period, the Steering Group recently presented 
me with its initial interim report, a report on eligibility with an examination of issues for main-
stream pupils relating to the nearest and next nearest school. 

Following consideration of this report, I have approved the extension of temporary allevia-
tion measures which allow for students who are otherwise eligible for school transport but are 
attending their second nearest school and have applied and paid on time.  This will result in 
transport being provided for an estimated additional 1,800 post-primary pupils in the 2021/2022 
school year, who otherwise would not be accommodated under the scheme.  This arrangement 
will be in place for the coming school year pending completion of the full review of the School 
Transport Scheme.  

 Wider considerations relating to the objectives of the scheme and the criteria for eligibility 
will take place in the next phase of the review which is now underway. The Steering Group will 
continue to report to me on an interim basis as the review progresses, with a view to present-
ing a final report with recommendations on the future operation of the Department’s School 
Transport Scheme. 

27/07/2021WRGGG00500Educational Disadvantage

27/07/2021WRGGG006001015. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education if the consultation process in 
relation to the DEIS programme will be completed at an early date in view of the need to give 
further consideration to the applications from schools for inclusion in the DEIS programme; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40488/21]

27/07/2021WRGGG00700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): A key part of the DEIS Plan was the in-
troduction of a new DEIS identification process based on an objective, statistics based model to 
determine which schools merit inclusion in the DEIS programme. An extensive body of work 
has been undertaken in terms of the refinement of this model, based on the latest school enrol-
ment data and data available from Census 2016 under the HP Deprivation Index.  

A detailed quality analysis of the data has been carried out by members of the DEIS Techni-
cal Group which contains representatives of the Department’s Statistics and Social Inclusion 
Units, the Inspectorate and the Educational Research Centre. My Department has commenced 
a consultation process with education partners on the technical aspects of this model, and work 
is now ongoing on final elements of the model.

As part of the process when there is a roll out of any changed or new model, my Department 
engages with the education partners to ensure that there is a clear understanding across the sys-
tem and that the process is clear, open, transparent and easily understood. 

It is envisaged that this will provide the basis for the development and application of a 
refined DEIS resource allocation model to ultimately match resources to identified need.  All 
schools will be considered for inclusion under the refined DEIS model. Until this work is com-
plete, it is not intended to extend the DEIS programme to any further schools.

27/07/2021WRGGG00800Departmental Funding
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27/07/2021WRGGG009001016. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Education the funding that has been 
allocated by her Department for projects and initiatives in County Tipperary over the past 12 
months; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40503/21]

27/07/2021WRGGG01000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department’s gross voted allocation 
for 2021 amounts to some €8.96 billion, and is being expended on first, second and early years’ 
education. The bulk of this funding is expended on paying the salaries of teachers and other 
school staff including those in the area of special needs education.  It is also expended on pay-
ing pensions, the school transport scheme, the school building programme and on a range of 
relevant programmes.

As funding from my Department is not allocated or recorded on a county basis I am there-
fore not in a position to readily provide details on the amounts allocated to projects and initia-
tives in County Tipperary over the past 12 months. However, in relation to the School Building 
Programme my Department’s website shows the current position on all school projects in the 
Programme, as well as listing on a county basis the schools that have had large-scale projects 
completed from 2010 to date. The information is available at www.education.ie and is updated 
regularly.

27/07/2021WRGGG01100School Facilities

27/07/2021WRGGG012001017. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education the number of ASD units in 
primary and secondary schools in County Wicklow by school in tabular form; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [40505/21]

27/07/2021WRGGG013001018. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education the number of children that 
are on the waiting list for a place in an ASD unit for primary and secondary schools in County 
Wicklow; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40506/21]

27/07/2021WRGGG01400Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1017 and 1018 together.

Enabling children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to 
their needs is a priority for this Government.  The Department of Education will spend approxi-
mately €2 Billion or just under 25% of its total educational budget in 2021 on making additional 
provision for children with special educational needs this year.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and 
advising on the education provision for children nationwide. It has well established structures 
in place for engaging with schools and parents.  NCSE seeks to ensure that schools in an area 
can, between them, cater for all children who have been identified as needing special education 
placements.  

NCSE is planning a further expansion of special education places nationally, to meet identi-
fied need. This process is ongoing.

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school. 

Notwithstanding the extent of this investment, there are some parts of the country where 
increases in population and other issues have led to concerns regarding a shortage of school 
places. 
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Through better planning at both national and local level, it is my objective that specialist 
education places should come on stream to meet emerging demand on a timely basis. However, 
the active collaboration of school communities is essential in this regard.  

I should clarify that the NCSE does not maintain waiting lists for schools.  Boards of man-
agement of individual schools are responsible for such enrolment matters. 

However, through ongoing consultation at local level, the NCSE is aware of those parents 
whose children will be seeking placement for the 2021/22 academic year, including mainstream 
placement with appropriate support, special class placement, Early Intervention and special 
school placement. The NCSE continues to work to identify any and all relevant suitable place-
ments. 

The NCSE’s local Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are available to assist and 
advise both schools and the parents of children with special educational needs. Parents may 
contact SENOs directly using the contact details available at: ncse.ie/regional-services-contact-
list. 

The specific information requested by the Deputy on special classes is also available di-
rectly on the NCSE’s website at www.ncse.ie 

  Question No. 1018 answered with Question No. 1017.

27/07/2021WRGGG01600School Accommodation

27/07/2021WRGGG017001019. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education the status of the construction 
of an extension for a school (details supplied); the estimated timeframe for the completion of 
same; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40507/21]

27/07/2021WRGGG01800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The project to which the Deputy refers 
has been devolved for delivery to the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA).

I can confirm that a Design Team to deliver this project was appointed by the NDFA in April 
2021. The Design Team is now preparing the Stage 1 report (preliminary design). 

While at this early stage it is not possible to provide details or a timeline for completion of 
the project, the NDFA will be engaging directly with the school authority to keep it informed 
of progress.

27/07/2021WRGGG01900School Accommodation

27/07/2021WRGGG020001020. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education when works will be completed 
for an extension to a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40508/21]

27/07/2021WRGGG02100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The building project to which the Deputy 
refers is an extension and refurbishment project to cater for 750 pupils.  Works commenced on 
site in October 2020 and subject to no issues arising, completion is expected in the final quarter 
of 2022.

27/07/2021WRGGG02200School Accommodation
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27/07/2021WRGGG023001021. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education the status of a two-storey 
extension for a school (details supplied) to replace the existing prefabs; the stage the project is 
currently at; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40509/21]

27/07/2021WRGGG02400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Major Building Project for the school 
referred to by the Deputy is currently at Stage 1 of Architectural Planning, which includes site 
assessment and location suitability, and initial sketch scheme. 

Since the appointment of the Design Team in January 2020, my Department have held a 
number of interim Stage 1 meetings with the Design Team and Project Manager . An End of 
Stage 1 Stakeholders meeting took place on July 9th   2021, and officials from my Department 
have requested the Design Team to provide a Stage 1 Addendum Report to address the overall 
projected costs.

Upon receipt and review of the addendum , my Department will advise the Board of Man-
agement and its Design Team with regard to the further progression of this project.  

27/07/2021WRGGG02500School Accommodation

27/07/2021WRGGG026001022. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education the status of providing per-
manent accommodation for a school (details supplied); the stage discussions are currently at; 
if her Department intend on proceeding with the site previously identified; the timeframe from 
construction to completion; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40510/21]

27/07/2021WRGGG02700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to advise the Deputy that my 
Department has initiated a site identification and assessment exercise for a 1,000 pupil post 
primary school in the area in question and its environs. While a site acquisition process is un-
derway and, given the commercial sensitivities associated with land acquisitions generally, I am 
not in a position to comment further at this time

A similar exercise was undertaken a number of years ago which proved unsuccessful and 
the current exercise will establish if the situation has changed in the intervening period. 

Until such time as this process has been completed, it will not be possible to provide a time-
line for the construction of a permanent building for the school.

In the meantime, refurbishment works are underway in the school’s interim accommodation 
to provide further capacity for the school. 

27/07/2021WRGGG02800School Accommodation

27/07/2021WRGGG029001023. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education if a site has been identified by 
the Department for a permanent location for a school (details supplied); the stage that this is 
currently at; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40511/21]

27/07/2021WRGGG03000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Officials from my Department have iden-
tified a number of potential site options in Wicklow Town for the permanent location for Wick-
low Educate Together Secondary School and negotiations are ongoing with the landowners.

My Department is working towards acquiring the most suitable site for this school while en-
suring value for money for the exchequer is achieved. Officials from Wicklow County Council 
are assisting my Department in this regard.
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While a site acquisition process is underway and, given the commercial sensitivities asso-
ciated with land acquisitions generally, I am not in a position to comment further at this time.

27/07/2021WRGGG03100School Accommodation

27/07/2021WRGGG032001024. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education if she will provide a timeframe 
from construction to completion of a new school building for a school (details supplied); if pro-
vision will be made for an ASD unit in the school as part of the project; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [40512/21]

27/07/2021WRGGG03300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The project to which the Deputy refers 
has been devolved for delivery to Kildare & Wicklow Education and Training Board (KWETB). 

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that this project includes a 2 classroom SEN base (ASD 
Unit).

My Department has approved the project to proceed to Stage 2(a) of the architectural plan-
ning process which is the developed design stage.  It is a matter for KWETB, as the client for 
the project, to ensure that this is completed as quickly as possible.  

Once the Stage 2(a) submission is approved by my Department, the next step for the Design 
Team will be to obtain the statutory planning approvals. When these are in place, the project can 
proceed to tender and construction.  

KWETB will be engaging directly with the school authority to keep it informed of progress.

27/07/2021WRGGG03400School Accommodation

27/07/2021WRGGG035001025. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education if she will provide a timeframe 
from construction to completion for an extension to a school (details supplied); the current 
capacity for students at the school; the expected capacity when the extension is completed; if 
provision will be made for an ASD unit in the project; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [40513/21]

27/07/2021WRGGG03600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I wish to inform the Deputy that the proj-
ect to which he refers has been devolved to the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA) 
for delivery as part of a programme of school building projects.

I am pleased to confirm that this project will provide accommodation for a long term pro-
jected enrolment of 1,000 pupils with a 4 classroom SEN base (ASD unit) included. 

The NDFA has started preparations for the appointment of a design team for the project. 
This appointment will be a key first step in the design and construction stages. 

At this early stage, it is not possible to provide a timeline for completion of the project; the 
NDFA will be engaging directly with the school authority to keep it informed of progress. 

27/07/2021WRGGG03700School Accommodation

27/07/2021WRGGG038001026. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education if consideration has been giv-
en to exploring the possibility of constructing a secondary school in Newtownmountkennedy, 
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County Wicklow due to the current and increasing population in the local area and given the 
pressures with the lack of secondary school places in the locality; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40514/21]

27/07/2021WRGGG03900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In order to plan for school provision and 
analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 school 
planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of sourc-
es, including Child Benefit and school enrolment data, to identify where the pressure for school 
places across the country will arise and where additional school accommodation is needed at 
primary and post-primary level.  For school planning purposes, Newtownmountkennedy is lo-
cated in the Kilcoole school planning area.

Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter 
demand in that area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department en-
gages with each of the local authorities to obtain the up-to-date information on significant new 
residential development in each area.  This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure 
planning is keeping pace with demographic changes.

Where demographic data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such 
additional provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, be 
provided through:

-  Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

-  Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

-  Provision of a new school or schools. 

A site acquisition process is only commenced where an identified requirement for a school 
building project exists. 

As the Deputy will be aware, since April 2018, the Government announced plans for the 
establishment of 47 new schools over the 4 year period 2019 to 2022. This included a new post-
primary school for the Kilcoole and Greystones school planning area as a regional solution and 
the school, Greystones Community College, opened in Greystones for the 2020/2021 school 
year.

My Department is satisfied that with the establishment of Greystones Community Col-
lege as a new regional school for the Greystones/Kilcoole area and with the completion of the 
building projects at St. David’s Secondary School, Greystones and Coláiste Craobh Abhann, 
Kilcoole that the resulting additional permanent accommodation will be sufficient to cater for 
future demand in the area in the short to medium term.   

The requirement for additional school places is kept under on-going review.  Additionally, 
my Department will continue to liaise with Wicklow County Council in respect of its review of 
the County Development Plan with a view to identifying any potential long-term school accom-
modation requirements across the county.

27/07/2021WRGGG04000School Accommodation

27/07/2021WRGGG041001027. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education if consideration has been given 
to exploring the possibility of constructing a secondary school in the Kilmacanogue-Enniskerry 
area of County Wicklow due to the current and increasing population in the local area and given 
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the pressures with the lack of secondary school places in Bray, County Wicklow; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [40515/21]

27/07/2021WRGGG04200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In order to plan for school provision and 
analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 school 
planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of sourc-
es, including Child Benefit and school enrolment data, to identify where the pressure for school 
places across the country will arise and where additional school accommodation is needed at 
primary and post-primary level.  Enniskerry is in the Bray school planning area.

Major new residential developments in a school planning area have the potential to alter 
demand in that area. In that regard, as part of the demographic exercises, my Department en-
gages with each of the local authorities to obtain the up-to-date information on significant new 
residential development in each area.  This is necessary to ensure that schools infrastructure 
planning is keeping pace with demographic changes.

Where demographic data indicates that additional provision is required, the delivery of such 
additional provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each case and may, be 
provided through:

-  Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

-  Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

-  Provision of a new school or schools.

Following such analysis, a new post primary school  to serve the Bray, Kilternan and Bally-
brack_Shankill school planning areas (North Wicklow ETSS) was established in 2016. A major 
capital project for North Wicklow ETSS to cater for a long term projected enrolment of 1,000 
pupils is being addressed through my Department’s Capital Programme.

A building project / extension is planned for Loreto Bray to cater for a long term projected 
enrolment of 1,000 pupils also through my Department’s Capital Programme.

The requirement for additional school places is kept under on-going review.  Additionally, 
my Department will continue to liaise with Wicklow County Council in respect of its review of 
the County Development Plan with a view to identifying any potential long-term school accom-
modation requirements across the county.

27/07/2021WRGGG04300School Accommodation

27/07/2021WRGGG044001028. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Education if there are plans to build an 
extension for a school (details supplied) to increase capacity; the current student capacity at the 
school; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40516/21]

27/07/2021WRGGG04500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I can confirm to the Deputy that the 
school referred to has been approved for a project under my Department’s Additional Accom-
modation Scheme 2021.  This project was approved in April 2021 and has been devolved for 
delivery to the school authority.  

The project will provide for the following accommodation at the school: 1 x General class-
room, 1 x Music room, 1 x Textiles room, 1 x Art room, 1 x Graphics room, 1 x Multimedia 
room, 1 x Science lab, 1 x Science prep area, 2 x Technology rooms with a shared prep area and 
a 3 Classroom SEN base.
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I can also advise the Deputy that temporary accommodation has also been approved as part 
of this project to cater for the school’s needs in September 2021.

27/07/2021WRGGG04600Special Educational Needs

27/07/2021WRGGG047001029. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Education the number of special 
needs assistants that were employed in County Meath in each of the years 2019, 2020 and to 
date in 2021, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40531/21]

27/07/2021WRGGG048001030. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Education the number of special 
needs assistants that were employed in County Westmeath in each of the years 2019, 2020 and 
to date in 2021, in tabular form. [40532/21]

27/07/2021WRGGG049001031. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Education the number of special 
needs assistants that were employed nationwide in each of the years 2019, 2020 and to date in 
2021, in tabular form.; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40533/21]

27/07/2021WRGGG05000Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1029, 1030 and 1031 together.

The provision of education for children with special needs is an ongoing priority for Gov-
ernment.  

The numbers of special classes, special education teachers and Special Needs Assistants are 
at unprecedented levels. 

My Department will spend approximately €2 Billion, or over 20% of its total educational 
budget on making additional provision for children with special educational needs in 2021.

This represents an increase of over 50% in total expenditure since 2011, at which point 
€1.247 Billion per annum was provided. 

Following Budget 2021, it is expected that a total of 18,000 Special Needs Assistant (SNA) 
posts will have been allocated to primary, post primary and special schools by the end of this 
year.. 

This will represent an increase of increase of 70% in the number of SNAs provided since 
2011 at which point 10,575 SNAs were available.

The NCSE has responsibility for planning and coordinating school supports for children 
with special educational needs including the allocation of SNAs and reviews. 

The NCSE publish statistics on SNA allocations to primary, post primary and special schools 
in tabular form, by county, for each school year, this information is available on their website,   
www.ncse.ie.

  Question No. 1030 answered with Question No. 1029.

  Question No. 1031 answered with Question No. 1029.

27/07/2021WRGGG05300Special Educational Needs

27/07/2021WRGGG054001032. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Education if there will be additional 
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special needs assistants hired for the start date in September 2021 for schools in County Meath; 
if so, the number; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40534/21]

27/07/2021WRGGG055001033. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Education if there will be additional 
special needs assistants hired for the start date in September 2021 for schools in County West-
meath; if so, the number; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40535/21]

27/07/2021WRGGG056001034. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Education the number of additional 
special needs assistants to be recruited nationally for start in September 2021; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [40536/21]

27/07/2021WRGGG05700Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1032, 1033 and 1034 together.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) is responsible for the planning and 
cordination of education provision for children with special educational needs including the 
allocation of SNA posts.

Budget 2021 provided for an additional 990 additional Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) 
posts for allocation to schools, bringing the total numbers to 18,000 by the end of December 
2021.  This allocation of SNAs is to meet the care needs of pupils in 2021 and will enable the 
establishment of new special classes, creation of new places in special schools, support children 
in mainstream classes and the transition to the new allocation model for the 2021/22 school 
year.

The Budget 2021 increase to 18,000 SNAs posts represents an increase of increase of 70% 
in the number of SNAs provided since 2011 at which point 10,575 SNAs were available.

The NCSE has published statistical information regarding SNA allocations for all schools 
which can be accessed on the NCSE website at www.ncse.ie or by using the following link 
www.ncse.ie/statistics. 

The employment and recruitment of SNAs is a matter for each school and the Department 
is not directly involved.  

  Question No. 1033 answered with Question No. 1032.

  Question No. 1034 answered with Question No. 1032.

27/07/2021WRHHH00300Special Educational Needs

27/07/2021WRHHH004001035. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Education the number of instances in 
which schools were not approved for SNA support in County Meath in 2019, 2020 and to date 
in 2021; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40547/21]

27/07/2021WRHHH005001036. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Education the number of instances in 
which schools were not approved for SNA support in County Westmeath in 2019, 2020 and to 
date in 2021; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40548/21]

27/07/2021WRHHH00600Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1035 and 1036 together.

The numbers of special classes, special education teachers and Special Needs Assistants are 
at unprecedented levels. 
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My Department will spend approximately €2 Billion, or over 20% of its total educational 
budget on making additional provision for children with special educational needs in 2021.

This represents an increase of over 50% in total expenditure since 2011, at which point 
€1.247 Billion per annum was provided. 

Budget 2021 provided for an additional 990 additional SNAs for allocation to schools, 
bringing the total numbers to 18,000 by December 2021.

This allocation of SNAs is to meet the care needs of pupils in 2021 and will enable the es-
tablishment of new special classes, creation of new places in special schools, support children 
in mainstream classes for the 2021/22 school year.

This will represent an increase of increase of 70% in the number of SNAs provided since 
2011 at which point 10,575 SNAs were available.

The NCSE has responsibility for planning and coordinating school supports for children 
with special educational needs including the allocation of SNAs and reviews. The Department 
does not have a role in making individual school determinations.

The NCSE publish statistics on SNA allocations to primary, post primary and special schools 
in tabular form, by county and by school, for each school year, this information is available on 
their website, www.ncse.ie  .

As this question relates to the statistics on the allocation of SNA support, I have referred the 
question to the NCSE for their direct reply. 

  Question No. 1036 answered with Question No. 1035.

27/07/2021WRHHH00800Special Educational Needs

27/07/2021WRHHH009001037. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Education the schools that were given 
approval for SNA support in County Meath in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [40549/21]

27/07/2021WRHHH010001038. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Education the schools that were given 
approval for SNA support in County Westmeath in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [40550/21]

27/07/2021WRHHH011001039. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Education the number of schools 
given approval for SNA support in each county in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular 
form. [40551/21]

27/07/2021WRHHH01200Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1037 to 1039, inclusive, together.

The numbers of special classes, special education teachers and Special Needs Assistants are 
at unprecedented levels. 

My Department will spend approximately €2 Billion, or over 20% of its total educational 
budget on making additional provision for children with special educational needs in 2021.

This represents an increase of over 50% in total expenditure since 2011, at which point 
€1.247 Billion per annum was provided. 
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Budget 2021 provided for an additional 990 additional SNAs for allocation to schools, 
bringing the total numbers to 18,000 by December 2021.a

This allocation of SNAs is to meet the care needs of pupils in 2021 and will enable the es-
tablishment of new special classes, creation of new places in special schools, support children 
in mainstream classes for the 2021/22 school year.

This will represent an increase of increase of 70% in the number of SNAs provided since 
2011 at which point 10,575 SNAs were available.

The NCSE has responsibility for planning and coordinating school supports for children 
with special educational needs including the allocation of SNAs and reviews. The Department 
does not have a role in making individual school determinations.

The NCSE publish statistics on SNA allocations to primary, post primary and special schools 
in tabular form, by county and by school, for each school year, this information is available on 
their website, www.ncse.ie  .

As this question relates to the statistics on the allocation of SNA support, I have referred the 
question to the NCSE for their direct reply. 

  Question No. 1038 answered with Question No. 1037.

  Question No. 1039 answered with Question No. 1037.

27/07/2021WRHHH01500Schools Building Projects

27/07/2021WRHHH016001040. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education the status of the new school 
building for a school (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40556/21]

27/07/2021WRHHH01700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The project to which the Deputy refers 
has been devolved for delivery to Cavan & Monaghan Education and Training Board (CMETB). 

I am pleased to advise of the recent appointment of the design team.

This design team will now design the buildings, obtain the necessary statutory planning 
permissions, and move the project onward to tender and construction in due course.

While at this early stage it is not possible to provide a timeline for completion of the project.  
CMETB will be engaging directly with the school authority to keep it informed of progress.

27/07/2021WRHHH01800Special Educational Needs

27/07/2021WRHHH019001041. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Education the estimated number of children 
with special needs that have withdrawn from schools in County Kerry by school in each of the 
years 2015 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. [40590/21]

27/07/2021WRHHH02000Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The data 
requested by the Deputy is not available in my Department.

It is the policy of  my Department that all children with Special Educational Needs can have 
access to an education appropriate to their needs, preferably in school settings through the pri-
mary and post primary school network. 
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Such placements facilitate access to individualised education programmes which may draw 
from a range of appropriate educational interventions, delivered by fully qualified professional 
teachers, with the support of Special Needs Assistants and the appropriate school curriculum. 

In circumstances, where no placement is available for a child with special educational 
needs, the Department can provide Home Tuition grant funding towards the provision of 20 
hours home tuition per week as an interim measure until the NCSE confirms that a placement is 
available. Further information on the Home Tuition Grant Scheme is available on my Depart-
ment’s website www.education.ie.

Under the Education (Welfare) Act, 2000 parents are responsible for making sure their child 
receives an education.  The law also says that every child between the ages of 6 and 16 must 
attend school or otherwise receive an education.  Most children attend recognised schools al-
though some are educated at home or in non-recognised schools.  

If a parent decides to educate their child outside of a recognised school, for example in the 
home, they must register the child with the Child and Family Agency; further information is 
available on www.tusla.ie in this regard. This requirement exists in order to support parents in 
their right to home educate and to safeguard a child’s right to a minimum education.   

Under Section 23 of the Education (Welfare) Act 2000 the board of management of every 
recognised school is legally obliged to prepare a code of behaviour in respect of the students 
registered in their school. This code of behaviour is prepared in consultation with the principal, 
teaching staff, the parents of students registered in the school and the Educational Welfare Of-
ficer (EWO). Furthermore the code of behaviour is prepared in accordance with such guidelines 
issued by Tusla Education Support Services. 

In instances where the board of management of a recognised school is of the opinion that a 
student should be expelled from their school, the board must, before expelling the student, noti-
fy the EWO in writing and outline the reasons for the proposed expulsion. Section 24 (3) of the 
Education (Welfare) Act 2000 provides that the EWO shall, after receiving such notification, 
make all reasonable efforts to consult with the principal or person nominated by the principal, 
the student and his or her parents and convene a meeting attended by such of those persons as 
agree to attend such a meeting. 

The Education (Welfare) Act 2000 section 24 (4) provides that a student shall not be ex-
pelled from a school before the passing of 20 school days following the receipt of a notifica-
tion under section 24 of this act, by an Educational Welfare Officer (EWO). Where a board of 
management make a decision to permanent exclude a student, a parent/guardian can appeal that 
decision under section 29 of the Education Act, 1998, and an independent appeals committee 
will be appointed to consider the appeal.

Since the inception of the Education (Welfare) Act, 2000 schools are obliged to report on 
school attendance. Schools report individual student absences and expulsions to TUSLA, my 
Department does not collect data requested by the Deputy.

Further information and details of how a school can submit an attendance report to TUSLA 
on its website at www.tusla.ie/tess/tess-ews/reporting-absenteeism/. The Educational Welfare 
Services (EWS) of the Child and Family Agency can assist parents who are experiencing dif-
ficulty in securing a school place for their child or can offer assistance where a child is out of 
school.

27/07/2021WRHHH02100National Educational Psychological Service
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27/07/2021WRHHH022001042. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Education the number of children in 
County Wexford that are awaiting an appointment with a NEPS psychologist; the number that 
are waiting less than six, six to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively, in tabular form; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [40617/21]

27/07/2021WRHHH02300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I can inform the Deputy that my Depart-
ment’s National Educational Psychological Service provides educational psychological support 
to all primary and post-primary schools. This involves direct support in the event of a critical 
incident, access to national and regional support and development work to build school capacity 
to support students, access to a NEPS psychologist for responses to queries arising, and access 
to individual pupil casework via a NEPS psychologist or through the Scheme for the Commis-
sioning of Psychological Assessments. (SCPA).

NEPS does not maintain waiting lists but in common with many other psychological ser-
vices and best international practice, has adopted a consultative model of service. The focus 
is on empowering teachers to intervene effectively with pupils whose needs range from mild 
to severe and transient to enduring. Psychologists use a problem solving and solution orient-
ed consultative approach to maximize positive outcomes for these pupils. NEPS encourages 
schools to use a continuum based assessment and intervention process whereby each school 
takes responsibility for initial assessment, educational planning and remedial intervention for 
pupils with learning, emotional or behavioural difficulties. Teachers may consult their NEPS 
psychologist should they need to at this stage in the process. Only in the event of a failure to 
make reasonable progress, in spite of the school’s best efforts in consultation with NEPS, will 
the psychologist become involved with an individual child for intensive intervention or assess-
ment.

This system allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to help 
many more children indirectly than could be seen individually. It also ensures that children are 
not referred unnecessarily for psychological intervention.

The Deputy may be aware that in 2017 my Department introduced a new model to support 
pupils with special educational needs. This means schools are now front-loaded with additional 
teachers to enable them to respond to pupil needs, rather than requiring an assessment to allow 
them to apply for such additional resource.  This reduces the administrative burden on schools 
as schools will no longer have to complete an application process annually and apply for newly 
enrolled pupils who require additional teaching support. Children who need support can have 
that support provided immediately rather than having to wait for a diagnosis.

Furthermore I can inform the Deputy that starting from a level of 173 whole-time equiva-
lents in 2016 and following increases allowed in successive Budgets the sanctioned number for 
NEPS psychologist currently stands at 221 w.t.e. psychologists.

I would advise that if there are concerns in relation to the educational or social and emotion-
al development of any student these should be raised by the parents, in the first instance, with 
the Principal of the school he/she is attending, with a view to Principal discussing the situation 
with the assigned NEPS psychologist or local NEPS service.

27/07/2021WRHHH02400Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRHHH025001043. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Education the last occasion on which 
a Department-wide review of all funding within her Department took place; the frequency of 
such reviews; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40632/21]
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27/07/2021WRHHH02600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The annual funding allocation for my 
Department is agreed following extensive consideration of the requirements for the primary and 
post primary schools sectors. As part of that process, funding requirements are subject to de-
tailed scrutiny and to engagement with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. The 
agreed allocation is set out in the annual Revised Estimates which are presented to Dáil Éireann 
and then subject to consideration by the relevant Select Committee. The annual Appropriation 
Accounts for my Department are subject to review and audit by the Comptroller and Auditor 
General and are published following certification. 

In recent years, significant areas of my Department’s expenditure and certain policy initia-
tives have been the subject of Spending Reviews conducted by my Department and the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform. For example, two recent Spending Review papers 
have examined the teacher allocation process in order to inform expenditure planning in that 
area. 

Since 2017, the Spending Review process has become a key platform for public expenditure 
analysis. The Spending Review process builds on previous rounds of Comprehensive Reviews 
of Expenditure, in which my Department participated.  

These annual reviews subject programmes/policy areas to critical assessment on a rolling 
basis and support the Government’s deliberations in setting multi-annual expenditure ceilings.  
They also provide Government with the opportunity to examine how public resources have 
been used, to set out how public resources could be used – to prioritise – and to examine where 
new spending proposals can be accommodated within existing budgets. All of the reviews, in-
cluding those relevant to the work of my Department, are published on the website www.gov.ie/
en/policy-information/7dc2b1-spending-review/.

It should be noted also that capital planning and budgeting is undertaken on a multi-annual 
basis.  The specific allocations in each area are closely monitored and may be adjusted from 
year to year to take account of project progress and other factors. My Department proactively 
manages its capital allocation across the various subheads and budget lines to advance its school 
building and other capital investment priorities. 

27/07/2021WRHHH02700Special Educational Needs

27/07/2021WRHHH028001044. Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh asked the Minister for Education if she will review 
the decision not to allocate a second SNA for a school (details supplied) in County Waterford 
through the exceptional review process given the significant care needs and early intervention 
requirements of a specific child; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40647/21]

27/07/2021WRHHH02900Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
NCSE has responsibility for planning and coordinating school supports for children with spe-
cial educational needs including the allocation of SNAs and reviews.  My Department does not 
have a role in making determinations in individual cases and accordingly your question will be 
forwarded to the NCSE for direct response. 

The Special Needs Assistant (SNA) scheme is designed to provide schools with additional 
adult support staff who can assist children with special educational needs who also have addi-
tional and significant care needs.  Such support is provided in order to facilitate the attendance 
of those pupils at school and also to minimise disruption to class or teaching time for the pupils 
concerned, or for their peers, and with a view to developing their independent living skills.

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource. The 
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deployment of SNAs within schools is a matter for the individual Principal/Board of Manage-
ment of the school.  SNAs should be deployed by the school in a manner which best meets the 
care support requirements of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA support has 
been allocated. 

It is a matter for schools to allocate support as required, and on the basis of individual need, 
which allows schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised. 

In light of the disruption caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, the introduction of the new 
Front-loaded Allocation Model for SNAs for students in mainstream classes in primary and 
post -primary schools is to be deferred for a further year to the beginning of the 2022/23 school 
year. 

In order to minimise disruption for schools, in the current circumstances, and to provide for 
continuity of allocations the following arrangements for the allocation of Special Needs Assis-
tants for mainstream classes for the 2021/22 school year: 

-  Existing mainstream class SNA allocations in schools on 30 April 2021 will be maintained 
and will automatically roll over into the 2021/22 school year.

-  No school will therefore receive an allocation less than that which they had on 30 April 
2021.

-  SNAs currently in mainstream settings can continue in post for the next school year in  
the normal way.

-  Priority consideration will now be given by the NCSE to applications for increased sup-
port for the 2021/22 school year, in particular, applications from schools with no SNAs and 
developing schools will be prioritised. Determinations will be made before 30 June. Other ap-
plications will be processed in order of date received.

-  As in previous years, where circumstances change during the course of the 2021/22 school 
year that materially increase the level of care need in a school to the extent that the school can 
clearly demonstrate that it cannot be met  within the existing SNA allocation, the school may 
apply to the NCSE for a review. Detailed information on the NCSE exceptional review process 
is published on the NCSE website http://ncse.ie/for-schools.

The NCSE have published the SNA allocations on their website www.ncse.ie. 

SNA allocations for special classes and special schools are not affected by this arrangement.

Circular 0029/2021 has been published and advises schools of the arrangements for the al-
location of SNAs for the 2021/22 school year.

Provisions set out in Circular 0030/2020 has been extended for the 2021/22 school year.

Circulars 29/2021 and 30/2020  are available on the Departments website.

27/07/2021WRHHH03000Special Educational Needs

27/07/2021WRHHH031001045. Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh asked the Minister for Education the status of the Sum-
mer Provision 2021; if the appointments process has met the needs of both staff and students; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40648/21]

27/07/2021WRHHH03200Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): In May 
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2021 the Government announced a package of supports to allow primary and post primary to 
offer a summer programme for students with complex special educational needs and those at 
greatest risk of educational disadvantage, as a COVID-19 pandemic response measure, for 
summer 2021. 

The total funding available to provide summer programmes this year is up to €40 million, a 
one hundred per cent increase on the allocation for summer programmes in 2020.

The programme was developed following extensive engagement with education stakehold-
ers, parent and disability advocacy groups.

The programme aims are to support pupils to maintain their connection with education, to 
build their confidence and increase their motivation, promote well-being and for those who are 
at key transition stages, help to ensure that they continue their education journey in September 
either in school or in further/higher education or training. 

The programmes on offer this summer include a new 2-3 week summer programme avail-
able to all primary schools and an expansion of the existing programmes in special schools and 
classes and in DEIS schools. 

Existing programmes:

-  Literacy and numeracy camps  in DEIS primary schools

-  A school-based summer programme in primary special classes and special schools.

-  Home-based provision for students with complex needs where no school-based pro-
gramme is available.

New programmes:

-  All primary schools had the opportunity to provide a 2 week summer programme for 
mainstream pupils with complex needs and those at greatest risk of educational disadvantage.

-  All Post Primary Schools had the opportunity to provide a 2 week summer programme for 
students with complex needs and those at greatest risk of educational disadvantage

Similar to last year children with complex needs entering primary school next September 
are also eligible to participate in summer programmes.

This range of programmes on offer builds on the success of the expanded programmes that 
ran last year and incorporates feedback from education stakeholders as to how to better support 
the programme for all involved in summer 2021.

The Department has addressed concerns previously raised by stakeholders by introducing 
measures to support schools to encourage schools to offer the programme, funding for a pro-
gramme overseer, preparation time, faster payments of staff, ease of administrative burden on 
schools and greater guidance materials on programme content.

In addition the programmes can be run at any time over the summer providing schools with 
autonomy to split the programme weeks to best meet the needs of pupils and staff participat-
ing in the programme.  Schools were also given the opportunity to appeal any element of the 
resource allocation for the programme.

A home-based summer programme is available for students with complex special educa-
tional needs where a place on a school-based programme is not available to them.  Under the 
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home-based strand grant funding is made available so that parents/legal guardians can engage 
the services of a Teacher or an SNA to provide tuition or care support as appropriate in the 
child’s home.  Parents of eligible children may arrange their programme over the school sum-
mer holidays to best suit their needs.  An additional 10 hours has also been made available to 
pupils participating in the home-based programme who were eligible for the supplementary 
programme earlier in the year but were unable to avail of any hours at the time it was running.

Further details on the different strands including available supports are available at gov.ie/
summerprovision.  This includes promotional materials such as posters for parents, and infor-
mation videos for schools. A dedicated helpline and email address has also been available to 
schools since the launch of the programme.

An extended timeline for registration was also provided. Schools had until 25 June 2021 to 
register.

The registrations as of 25 June are as follows:  

Post primary   (no of schemes proposed to be run)

Inclusion programme Special classes
120 4
A total of 124 post primary schools have registered

Primary   (number of schemes proposed to be run)

Special Class Pro-
gramme

Special School Inclusion Pro-
gramme

 DEIS    Primary 
School Literacy   and 
Numeracy Camps  

356 48 466 352*
A total of 844 primary schools (including special schools have registered as providing at 

least one scheme.  

Totals

Total Post-Primary Schemes Total Schemes    
124 1346
A total of 968 primary and post primary schools registered for the programme

Claim forms for the home-based strand are submitted at the end of the programme, with a 
closing date of 03 September 2021, so actual participation numbers will not be available until 
late October/early November.

Last week I wrote to all schools that had registered for the programme, to thank them for 
their interest and inviting them to provide feedback on their experience.

In line with policy advice received from the NCSE, a review of the July Provision pro-
gramme was commenced in 2019. This review process was paused due to the impact of CO-
VID-19, during which the summer education programme was significantly enhanced and ex-
panded to take into account the effect of school closures.  The review of the programme will 
recommence at the earliest possible stage.

27/07/2021WRHHH03300Special Educational Needs
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27/07/2021WRHHH034001046. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education the position regarding the 
absence of autism spectrum disorder units in the primary and secondary schools in Ballybay, 
County Monaghan; the provision of ASD units in surrounding areas that covers this shortfall; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40651/21]

27/07/2021WRHHH035001051. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education the status of the absence 
of any ASD units in the primary and secondary schools in Ballybay, County Monaghan; the 
provision of ASD units in surrounding areas that covers this shortfall; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [40760/21]

27/07/2021WRHHH03600Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1046 and 1051 together.

Enabling children with special educational needs to receive an education appropriate to 
their needs is a priority for this Government.  The Department of Education will spend approxi-
mately €2 Billion or just under 25% of its total educational budget in 2021 on making additional 
provision for children with special educational needs this year.

The National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and 
advising on the education provision for children nationwide. It has well established structures 
in place for engaging with schools and parents.  NCSE seeks to ensure that schools in an area 
can, between them, cater for all children who have been identified as needing special education 
placements.  

NCSE is planning a further expansion of special education places nationally, to meet identi-
fied need. This process is ongoing.  The NCSE have advised that there are sufficient classes at 
both primary and post primary level to meet the needs of students in the Ballybay area.

It is open to any school to make an application to the NCSE for the establishment of a spe-
cialised provision and where sanctioned, a range of supports, including capital funding, is made 
available to the school. 

Notwithstanding the extent of this investment, there are some parts of the country where 
increases in population and other issues have led to concerns regarding a shortage of school 
places. 

Through better planning at both national and local level, it is my objective that specialist 
education places should come on stream to meet emerging demand on a timely basis. However, 
the active collaboration of school communities is essential in this regard.  

Through ongoing consultation at local level, the NCSE is aware of those parents whose 
children will be seeking placement for the 2021/22 academic year, including mainstream place-
ment with appropriate support, special class placement, Early Intervention and special school 
placement. The NCSE continues to work to identify any and all relevant suitable placements. 

The NCSE’s local Special Education Needs Organisers (SENOs) are available to assist and 
advise both schools and the parents of children with special educational needs. Parents may 
contact SENOs directly using the contact details available at: http://ncse.ie/regional-services-
contact-list. 

The specific information requested by the Deputy on special classes is also available di-
rectly on the NCSE’s website at www.ncse.ie.

27/07/2021WRHHH03700Mental Health Services
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27/07/2021WRHHH038001047. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education the mental health support 
services that will be brought on stream in post-primary education to assist pupils who were af-
fected most by the closures due to Covid-19; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40732/21]

27/07/2021WRHHH03900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Department’s approach to support-
ing well-being and mental health is set out in its Well-being Policy Statement and Framework 
for Practice first published in 2018 and refreshed in 2019.  The approach proposed is a whole 
school and preventative approach which has multiple components that include providing chil-
dren and young people with opportunities to:

-  build core social and emotional skills and competencies

-  experience supportive relationships within the school setting

-  be part of a school environment and culture that feels both physically and psychologically 
safe, in which they feel a sense of belonging and connectedness, where their voice is heard, and 
they feel  supported

Schools are encouraged to use a reflective, school self-evaluation approach to identify and 
prioritise the needs of its own school community in relation to the promotion of well-being and 
mental health, and to respond to meeting those needs.  

This approach to supporting well-being has been found internationally to produce a wide 
range of educational and social benefits for individual children and young people, including in-
creased inclusion, greater social cohesion, increased social capital and improvements in mental 
health.  

Embedded in the whole-school approach is the recognition that members of the school com-
munity may have different needs at different times and that a continuum of support in relation 
to well-being should be made available. 

A broad range of supports, resources and professional learning opportunities are being pro-
vided to support schools to promote and support well-being and resilience by the Department’s 
support services.  The services support schools to provide strong universal support at the level 
of whole school and classroom, more targeted support for some children and young people 
who may be at risk, and more individualised support for those with greatest need.  Support is 
provided to primary and post-primary school staff through the following services and supports:

- The National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS)  

- Guidance Counselling service/provision  

- National Council for Special Education (NCSE)   

- Professional Development Service for Teachers (PDST) Well-being Team 

- Junior Cycle for Teachers (JCT) Support Service

- Education Support Centres Ireland (ESCI) 

My Department’s National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) provides a school-
based, consultative, psychological service in two ways – through the provision of an individual 
casework service for students and a support and development service for school staff. 

The NEPS casework service involves the provision of a psychological service for a student, 
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with the psychologist working with the student, teachers and parents, and other professionals 
if appropriate, to identify need and plan for intervention and review to support the student in 
school.  This service can take place over an extended period of time with NEPS psychologists.  
This model does not operate on a waiting list basis, and extends to approximately 8000 students 
per annum. 

The NEPS Support and Development service, reaching an estimated 25,000 teachers annu-
ally, is an applied psychological service for school staff to help build their capability to respond 
to the well-being, academic, social and emotional needs of all students, and particularly those 
who are experiencing barriers to their well-being, learning, inclusion and participation. 

This model of service allows psychologists to give early attention to urgent cases and also to 
help many more children indirectly than could be seen individually. It also ensures that children 
are not referred unnecessarily for psychological intervention.

The capacity of NEPS has increased significantly from its 2016 allocation of 173 whole-
time equivalent psychologists.  The capacity of NEPS was increased as part of a package of 
measures to support the reopening of our schools when the provision of an additional seventeen 
psychologist posts to NEPS was announced bringing overall sanctioned numbers to 221 whole-
time equivalent psychologist posts.  This represents by far the highest number of psychologists 
sanctioned for NEPS since its inception in 2000.  The capacity of NEPS will be kept under 
review and I hope to be in a position to increase this capacity in future years. 

A Student Support Team is a student-focused mechanism put in place by a school in order 
to co-ordinate the support available for students in the school and to facilitate links to the com-
munity and other non-school support services. NEPS provides support to post primary schools 
in the setting up or review of Student Support Teams. 

Also at post primary level, counselling is a key part of the role of the Guidance Counsellor, 
offered on an individual or group basis as part of a developmental learning process, at moments 
of personal crisis but also at key transition points. Guidance allocations for all schools were 
increased in the 2020/21 school year. The Guidance Counsellor also identifies and supports the 
referral of students to external counselling agencies and professionals, as required. Each post 
primary school currently receives an allocation in respect of guidance provision, calculated by 
reference to the approved enrolment.  

The Department of Health has responsibility for the provision of counselling services in 
Ireland, and through HSE Primary Care Psychology and Child and Adolescent Mental Health 
Services (CAMHS) provides clinical support to children and young people with mental health 
needs. In addition, the HSE and its funded providers, provide e-mental health services that of-
fer online text and telephone supports to people seeking mental health information and advice.  
These include services provided by the Samaritans, Pieta House, MyMind, Turn2Me, Aware, 
Crisis Text Ireland, Shine, BeLongTo, LGBT Ireland, Jigsaw, spunout, Bodywhys and Child-
line. 

My Department – through NEPS, Student Support Teams, Guidance Counsellors and other 
services - will continue to signpost schools and students to the HSE/HSE-funded e-mental 
health services.

My Department has built strong links with the Department of Health and both Depart-
ments are exploring ways to improve supports for young people, including around increased 
awareness, promoting help-seeking behaviour and sign-posting to the wide range of available 
services.  We will continue to collectively explore ways of improving supports for children and 
young people. 
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27/07/2021WRHHH04000Education Policy

27/07/2021WRHHH041001048. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Education if her Department can re-
place the term “unit” in all references to ASD thus ensuring inclusiveness, integration and 
togetherness which the word “unit” is the antithesis of, and as it immediately labels and stigma-
tises students; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40733/21]

27/07/2021WRHHH04200Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I wish 
to thank the Deputy for raising this important issue.

My Department is very conscious of the issue of the language around autism, and this in-
cludes the use of the term “unit” to describe an ASD class.  In this regard, the Department uses 
the term special classes instead.

My Department will continue to emphasise the replacement of this word and seek to ensure 
that it is not used in any correspondence that is issued or documentation that is published.

27/07/2021WRHHH04300Departmental Data

27/07/2021WRHHH044001049. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education if she will provide nation-
al figures and other data on the use of exclusion, isolation and restraint and of reduced school 
hours for the periods of in-school classes for the past five academic years by the ethnicity, 
gender, disability status and school district of the students these methods were used on; if she 
has measures in place to collect this information on an ongoing basis and to require that such 
incidents are reported to the relevant bodies, including her Department; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [40756/21]

27/07/2021WRHHH045001050. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Education if there is a procedure 
in place to identify cases in which the use of exclusion, isolation, restraint and reduced school 
hours were used inappropriately or in which they caused harm to the child and to intervene in 
circumstances in which patterns of over-reliance on these methods is identified and in cases 
in which a teacher or other staff member is concerned in relation to the use of these methods 
in their school; if there is an appropriate pathway by which they can raise these concerns for 
investigation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40757/21]

27/07/2021WRHHH04600Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1049 and 1050 together.

The Board of Management of each school is responsible for the care and safety of all of 
the pupils in their school. Schools should supervise and support children who are distressed or 
out of control until they have recovered and are able to re-engage in the classroom. In some 
circumstances this may mean the temporary removal of a child from the environment where the 
problems have arisen.

Schools owe a duty of care to all their students and any action taken in relation to managing 
behaviour must be proportionate.

Tusla’s Educational Welfare Service, has published guidelines for schools on Codes of Be-
haviour which all schools are required by law to have in place. The guidelines advise that 
specialised behaviour management strategies, such as the use of restraint, should not be used 
without expert advice, training and monitoring. In particular, the guidelines point to certain 
sanctions which are regarded as inappropriate, including leaving a student in an unsupervised 
situation while in the care of the school. All parents must be made aware of behaviour manage-
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ment strategies employed by the school.

Schools may seek advice from their local National Educational Psychological Services psy-
chologist, from the NCSE’s Support Service which includes Special Educational Needs Organ-
isers, the National Behavioural Support Service and the Special Education Support Service, as 
to how children with behavioural needs can best be supported in school.

A range of guidance is available for schools in relation to the management of student be-
haviour. The Department published Guidelines for Supporting Pupils with Behavioural, Emo-
tional, and Social Difficulties, which is available on the Department’s website, www.education.
ie. The National Educational Psychological Services document Behavioural, Emotional and 
Social Difficulties – A Continuum of Support also provides advice for teachers, including some 
advice on the use of “time out” procedures in the classroom.

Training is available for schools in relation to the provision of support for children with 
special educational needs from the NCSE’s Regional Service. The Special Education Support 
Service can, as part of their designated training modules, provide guidance for schools in rela-
tion to the management of difficult behaviour.  

Further to the receipt of policy advice from the NCSE, the Department of Education es-
tablished an Expert Working Group to develop guidelines for schools on the prevention and 
management of challenging behaviours (including the use of physical interventions) where 
such behaviour is considered as likely to present serious risk of physical harm to the student 
concerned and/or others within the school environment.

Development of the Guidelines has been informed by evidence showing that whole school 
positive behavioural approaches and early and ongoing engagement with the school commu-
nity, including parents/guardians, are necessary for the development of effective school policy 
and practice.

Following consideration of the views and contributions received as part of the consulta-
tion process, a final draft of the guidelines has been prepared and is being considered by the 
Department.  They place a strong focus on prevention and early intervention strategies for the 
management of crisis student behaviour in which physical intervention may be employed only 
as the last part of a comprehensive, positive and planned behavioural approach by the school. 
They are underpinned by the principles that such intervention is never used for the purposes of 
discipline; that it should be applied proportionately and should last only as long as is necessary 
to de-escalate the situation. The guidelines underline the importance of continued supervision 
of children during a crisis period including matters related to behaviour and the need for such 
incidents to be recorded.

The guidelines when issued will apply to all schools. In this regard, consideration is being 
given to the implementation of guidelines by schools including the kind of supports and training 
that may be required.  

The Department will also publish Guidelines on the use of Reduced Timetables in Schools 
is to ensure that the use of reduced timetables are limited to only those circumstances where it 
is absolutely necessary and, that where such usage occurs, schools follow best practice with the 
best interests of the student to the fore. The Guidelines will outline a number of key require-
ments for the use of reduced timetables. 

The Department is working with Tusla Education Support Service with the intention to issue 
the Guidelines on the use of Reduced Timetables in Schools to schools early in the next school 
year. The purpose of the Guidelines is to ensure that the use of reduced timetables are limited 
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to only those circumstances where it is absolutely necessary and, that where such usage occurs, 
schools follow best practice with the best interests of the student to the fore. The Guidelines will 
outline a number of key requirements for the use of reduced timetables. 

It is intended that the operation of the guidelines will be reviewed after an initial period and 
the data gathered will inform future policy in this area. 

Under Section 23 of the Education (Welfare) Act 2000 the board of management of every 
recognised school is legally obliged to prepare a code of behaviour in respect of the students 
registered in their school. This code of behaviour is prepared in consultation with the principal, 
teaching staff, the parents of students registered in the school and the Educational Welfare Of-
ficer (EWO). Furthermore the code of behaviour is prepared in accordance with such guidelines 
issued by Tusla Education Support Services. 

In instances where the board of management of a recognised school is of the opinion that a 
student should be expelled from their school, the board must, before expelling the student, noti-
fy the EWO in writing and outline the reasons for the proposed expulsion. Section 24 (3) of the 
Education (Welfare) Act 2000 provides that the EWO shall, after receiving such notification, 
make all reasonable efforts to consult with the principal or person nominated by the principal, 
the student and his or her parents and convene a meeting attended by such of those persons as 
agree to attend such a meeting. 

The Education (Welfare) Act 2000 section 24 (4) provides that a student shall not be ex-
pelled from a school before the passing of 20 school days following the receipt of a notifica-
tion under section 24 of this act, by an Educational Welfare Officer (EWO). Where a board of 
management make a decision to permanent exclude a student, a parent/guardian can appeal that 
decision under section 29 of the Education Act, 1998, and an independent appeals committee 
will be appointed to consider the appeal.

At present, schools are not required to report on the incidence of incidents of seclusion and 
restraint.

  Question No. 1050 answered with Question No. 1049.

  Question No. 1051 answered with Question No. 1046.

27/07/2021WRHHH04900Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRHHH050001052. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Education if she will report on the re-
sourcing of primary and secondary schools with Covid-19 equipment such as masks, sanitisers, 
ventilation and testing kit; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40815/21]

27/07/2021WRHHH05100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): It is planned that all schools will return 
fully at the end of August/early September in line with their normal planned reopening times. 

During the last school year significant measures were put in place to reduce the risk of 
coronavirus being transmitted to/within the school and a significant funding package of approx 
€650m was made available to support schools in this respect.  

The aim of all of the Covid-19 infection prevention and control measures that have been put 
in place for schools is to support schools to operate safely and prevent the introduction of Co-
vid-19 and also the onward of transmission of Covid-19 among the school community.  There 
is clear evidence from the operation of schools during the past year that schools are low risk 
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environments in terms of the transmission of COVID-19 and that the infection prevention and 
control measures in place are highly effective in reducing the risk of contracting COVID-19. 
These measures protect pupils, their parents and school staff.

Managing classroom ventilation is just one of a number of prevention and control measures 
in place to ensure schools are safe. 

Practical steps for the deployment of good ventilation practices was provided to the school 
system in the context of re-opening for September 2020. This guidance recognises that there is 
no “one size that fits all” and that ventilation is best managed at local individual school level.  
The guidance was reviewed and updated in November 2020 and in May 2021.   

The May 2021 update took account of the work of an expert group on ventilation that was 
established to assess the role of ventilation in reducing transmission of Covid-19 across many 
settings.  This included guidance on the role that portable CO2 monitors can play in providing 
schools with a useful general indication that areas/ rooms may not be adequately ventilated and 
can enable occupants to become familiar with the impact of activities, outdoor weather and 
window openings on ventilation levels. The Department is supporting the provision of CO2 
monitors to the school system for the new school year through a central competitive procure-
ment process. 

Where the practical measures for the deployment of good ventilation practices have been 
undertaken, and poor ventilation continues to exist in a particular room/area, air cleaners may 
be considered as an additional measure in conjunction with other methods of ventilation that are 
available. Room air cleaner selection is dependent on the particular setting. 

A copy of the guidance is published at www.gov.ie/en/publication/ad236-guidance-on-ven-
tilation-in-schools/.

My Department has always been guided by public health advice in relation to the infection 
prevention and control measure appropriate for schools. Schools have been advised that it is 
expected that they will continue to operate with the current infection prevention and control 
measures in place to support their safe operation during Covid-19 when they reopen in for the 
2021/2022 school year. 

Public Health advice is that compliance with these measures ensure that schools remain 
low risk for children and staff. Schools will continue to be supported in terms of the additional 
resources necessary to provide for these measures. 

The Department will continue to work closely with all of the education partners and pub-
lic health specialists so that schools will continue to be supported when they reopen for the 
2021/2022 school year.

  Question No. 1053 answered with Question No. 991.

27/07/2021WRJJJ00200Departmental Projects

27/07/2021WRJJJ003001054. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education her plans for the installation 
of CO2 monitoring in schools; the expected timeframe for the full completion of the project; 
the expected benefit of the monitoring scheme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40890/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJ00400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Managing ventilation is just one of a 



Questions - Written Answers

540

suite of public health measures in place to keep our schools safe.

The Department has updated its guidance for schools on Practical Steps for the Deployment 
of Good Ventilation Practices in Schools. 

This was done at the end of May and followed on from work done centrally by an expert 
group that was looking at the role of ventilation in managing Covid-19. 

A copy of the guidance is published at  www.gov.ie/en/publication/ad236-guidance-on-ven-
tilation-in-schools/.

The over-arching approach in the guidance is for schools to have windows open as fully as 
possible when classrooms are not in use (e.g. during break-times or lunch-times and also at the 
end of each school day) and partially open when classrooms are in use.  

The guidance outlines the role that Carbon Dioxide (CO2) monitors can play a part in pro-
viding a useful general indication that areas/rooms may not be adequately ventilated and can 
enable occupants to become familiar with the impact of activities, outdoor weather and window 
openings on levels of good ventilation.

In this regard, the Department is procuring a number of portable monitors which will be 
distributed to all schools in August and September – between 2 and 20 at primary level and 
between 20 and 35 at post-primary level depending on school size. This will ensure that a CO2 
monitor will be available for use in every classroom in Ireland.

27/07/2021WRJJJ00500Departmental Projects

27/07/2021WRJJJ006001055. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education if there is a fully open, trans-
parent and advertised tender scheme for the provision of CO2 monitoring equipment in schools; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40891/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJ00700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): On 14 June 2020 the Department of 
Education and Skills published a Request for Information (RFI) to identify PPE, Consumables 
and Equipment Suppliers to support the education sector. This procurement was managed as a 
negotiated procedure under Article 32 for the 2016 Procurement Regulations in order to secure 
supplies in time to reopen the sector’s schools and institutions.  

The process identified a number of suppliers that are capable of providing the suite of prod-
ucts required by the Government’s Roadmap for the Full Return to School and this is consid-
ered the most favourable solution to meet the aggregated needs of the number and geographic 
spread of educational institutions – including schools – right across the State. That procurement 
process concluded in July 2020 with supply agreements signed and the award notice published.

CO2   monitors for distribution across schools in advance of (and during) the forthcoming 
academic year, including output performance specifications, quantities and delivery require-
ments, have been procured by the Department following a competitive process under  the PPE, 
Consumables and Equipment Supplier Framework. 

27/07/2021WRJJJ00800Departmental Projects

27/07/2021WRJJJ009001056. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education if the proposed CO2 monitor-
ing equipment in schools will allow for the full recording, storage and assessment of all the 
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collected data; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40892/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJ01000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): A copy of the guidance is published at  
www.gov.ie/en/publication/ad236-guidance-on-ventilation-in-schools/.

The over-arching approach in the guidance is for schools to have windows open as fully as 
possible when classrooms are not in use (e.g. during break-times or lunch-times and also at the 
end of each school day) and partially open when classrooms are in use.  

The guidance outlines the role that Carbon Dioxide (CO2) monitors can play a part in pro-
viding a useful general indication that areas/rooms may not be adequately ventilated and can 
enable occupants to become familiar with the impact of activities, outdoor weather and window 
openings on levels of good ventilation. 

In this regard, the Department is procuring a number of portable monitors which will be dis-
tributed to schools in August and September – between 2 and 20 at primary level and between 
20 and 35 at post-primary level depending on school size. This will ensure that a CO2 monitor 
will be available for use in every classroom in Ireland.

Data logging is a feature of the CO2 monitors being provided. The CO2 monitor will log a 
reading every 15mins. 30 days of historical data will be available to the school authority which 
can be downloaded using a free computer application. 

27/07/2021WRJJJ01100Departmental Projects

27/07/2021WRJJJ012001057. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education if the provision of mechanical 
ventilation and air filtration in schools will be considered by her Department; if the opening of 
school windows will remain the only ventilation option for most schools; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [40898/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJ01300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Managing ventilation is just one of a 
suite of public health measures in place to keep our schools safe. 

The provision of ventilation is an integral component of the Departments’ technical guide-
lines, specifically TGD 020 which can be accessed  on the Department’s website:

www.education.ie/en/School-Design/Technical-Guidance-Documents/Current-Technical-
Guidance/pbu_tgd_020_rev2_nov2017.pdf.

Furthermore the Department has updated its guidance for schools on Practical Steps for the 
Deployment of Good Ventilation Practices in Schools  . This was done at the end of May and 
followed on from work done centrally by an expert group that was looking at the role of ventila-
tion in managing Covid-19. 

A copy of the guidance is published at  www.gov.ie/en/publication/ad236-guidance-on-ven-
tilation-in-schools/.

The over-arching approach in the guidance is for schools to have windows open as fully as 
possible when classrooms are not in use (e.g. during break-times or lunch-times and also at the 
end of each school day) and partially open when classrooms are in use.  

The guidance outlines the role that Carbon Dioxide (CO2  ) monitors can play a part in pro-
viding a useful general indication that areas/rooms may not be adequately ventilated and can 
enable occupants to become familiar with the impact of activities, outdoor weather and window 
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openings on levels of good ventilation. 

In this regard, the Department is procuring a number of portable monitors which will be dis-
tributed to schools in August and September – between 2 and 20 at primary level and between 
20 and 35 at post-primary level depending on school size. This will ensure that a CO2 monitor 
will be available for use in every classroom in Ireland.

It is also worth noting that CO2    monitors are already provided for in new school building 
projects completed from 2019 onwards as mandated in TGD -033 which can be accessed on the 
Department’s website:

www.education.ie/en/School-Design/Technical-Guidance-Documents/Current-Technical-
Guidance/bu_tgd_033.pdf.

27/07/2021WRJJJ01400Special Educational Needs

27/07/2021WRJJJ015001058. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education the number of 
children with special educational needs with no school place for September 2021. [40914/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJ01600Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
National Council for Special Education (NCSE) has responsibility for coordinating and advis-
ing on the education provision for children nationwide. The NCSE, through its local network of 
SENOs (Special Educational Needs Organisers), is available to provide advice and support to 
parents on the possible placement options available to their child. 

For the 2021/22 school year, 2,132 special classes will be established in 1,121 mainstream 
primary and post primary schools providing places for approximately 12,700 pupils with addi-
tional needs.  This is the largest number of special classes that we have ever had, and compares 
to 548 classes available in 2011.

The Deputy will be aware of the recent announcement whereby Minister Foley and I have 
secured a significant expansion of special school provision through the establishment of two 
new special schools for the 2021/2022 school year.  Bringing a total of 126 special schools in 
operation providing specialist education for almost 8,000 pupils annually.   

I should also clarify that the NCSE does not maintain waiting lists for schools.  Boards of 
management of individual schools are responsible for such enrolment matters.

I would like to assure the Deputy that my Department and the NCSE continue to work very 
closely in planning for the delivery of new places required to meet forecasted demand.  It is 
difficult to predict with accuracy the exact level of demand for new places as parental choice 
comes into play and parents may not always follow a recommendation in an assessment. For 
example, a parent may get a diagnosis with a recommendation for either a special class or spe-
cial school placement but may decide that the child is currently settled in his/her mainstream 
class and leave it at that.  In addition, the current work of the HSE to clear the backlog of As-
sessments of Need is adding to the demand for places.

The local Special Educational Needs Organisers (SENOs) are available to assist and advise 
parents of children with special educational needs. Parents may contact SENOs directly using 
the contact details available at: ncse.ie/regional-services-contact-list  . 

I can assure the Deputy that my Department will continue to prioritise investment in special 
education.
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Details of the locations of the special classes are available on the NCSE website at www.
ncse.ie  .

27/07/2021WRJJJ01700Departmental Data

27/07/2021WRJJJ018001059. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Education the total number 
of middle management posts in primary and secondary schools in each of the years 2008 to 
2021, in tabular form. [40916/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJ01900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The information requested by the Deputy 
is not readily available. The information will be compiled and forwarded directly to the Deputy 
as soon as it is available.

27/07/2021WRJJJ02000Departmental Data

27/07/2021WRJJJ021001060. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Education the progress on the 
paused model that has been introduced in advance of the introduction of a front-loaded model 
for the next school year, that is, 2022-2023; the number of schools that are awaiting exceptional 
reviews by county, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41015/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJ02200Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): In light 
of the disruption caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, the introduction of the new Frontloaded 
Allocation Model for SNAs for students in mainstream classes in primary and post -primary 
schools was  deferred for a further year to the beginning of the 2022/23 school year. 

The disruption prevented the delivery of the necessary training and information workshops 
to support the roll out of the new allocation model which had been planned for earlier this year.

The frontloading of SNAs for mainstream classes is a key part of the School Inclusion 
Model.  The Department and NCSE are committed to its introduction as part of the develop-
ment of that Model.

The training and workshops are designed to help school leaders and teachers in their in-
school planning for the new model and their engagement with parents. These sessions will now 
be rescheduled to take place during the 2021/22 school year. Further information will be issued 
by the NCSE in due course.

In order to minimise disruption for schools, in the current circumstances, and to provide for 
continuity of allocations, the following arrangements for the allocation of Special Needs As-
sistants for mainstream classes for the 2021/22 school year were announced: 

-  Existing mainstream class SNA allocations in schools on 30 April 2021 will be maintained 
and will  automatically rollover into the 2021/22 school year.

-  No school will therefore receive an allocation less than that which they had on 30 April 
2021.

-  SNAs currently in mainstream  settings can continue in post for the next school year in 
the normal way.

-  Priority consideration was given by the NCSE to applications for increased support for 
the  2021/22 school year. In particular, applications from schools with no SNAs and developing 
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schools were prioritised with determinations made before 30 June. Other applications will be 
processed in order of date received.

-  As in previous years, where circumstances change during the course of the 2021/22 school 
year that  materially increase the level of care need in a school to the extent that the school can 
clearly demonstrate that it cannot be met within the existing SNA allocation, the school may 
apply to the NCSE for a review. Detailed information on the NCSE exceptional review process 
is published on the NCSE website ncse.ie/for-schools.

The NCSE published SNA allocations on their website www.ncse.ie.

SNA allocations for special classes and special schools are not affected by this arrangement.

Circular 0029/2021 has been published and advises schools of the arrangements for the al-
location of SNAs for the 2021/22 school year.

Provisions set out in Circular 0030/2020 has been extended for the 2021/22 school year.

 Circular 0029/2021 and Circular 0030/2020 are available on the Departments website.

The NCSE have confirmed that 1,488 SNA Exceptional Review applications were received, 
and outcomes notified to schools. Of these, 778 schools received an increase amounting to 
543.55 additional posts allocated. The number of appeals received was 145.  In relation to the 
number of schools awaiting exceptional review by county, your question will be forwarded to 
the NCSE for direct reply. 

27/07/2021WRJJJ02300Special Educational Needs

27/07/2021WRJJJ024001061. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Education the schools that are 
awaiting exceptional reviews in the knowledge that their student populations presenting with 
additional needs is changing and that need additional SNA allocation; and the point at which 
they will be provided in the upcoming school year. [41016/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJ02500Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
NCSE has responsibility for planning and coordinating school supports for children with spe-
cial educational needs including the allocation of SNAs and reviews. The Department does not 
have a role in making individual school determinations. Accordingly your question has been 
forwarded to the NCSE for direct reply.

The NCSE manages the exceptional review process and handles each case individually. 
Some review requests can be concluded as an office based exercise, whilst others require a 
school to be visited. The timeframe for concluding a review can vary depending on the school 
context or the nature of the information provided.

In processing applications for an exceptional review of SNA support, the NCSE considers 
each application on the basis of the information provided by the school. Schools are required to 
use their existing allocation and deploy SNAs in support of the care needs as they are currently 
presenting in the school. The NCSE examines the application to identify whether there has been 
a significant change in the profile of care needs in the school. In some cases an additional al-
location is required and is subsequently made available to the school. As advised in the Guide-
lines on the SNA Exceptional Review process published on the NCSE website, priority is given 
to schools with no or limited SNA resources and to rapidly developing schools.

For the 2020/21 Exceptional Review process, given the particular public health require-
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ments and the fact that school buildings were closed for some of the year, wherever possible 
the opportunity was taken to conclude a review as an office based exercise. In most cases this 
resulted with the review being brought to a conclusion without a school visit. However, in 
some cases it was also necessary to visit the school in order to complete the process and 332 
such school visits took place.  The school visit provides an opportunity to engage with teach-
ers, SNAs and school management on the effective deployment of SNAs in the school and the 
NCSE is thankful to schools for facilitating their taking place. 

The NCSE have confirmed that 1,488 SNA Exceptional Review applications were received, 
and outcomes notified to schools. Of these, 778 schools received an increase amounting to 
543.55 additional posts allocated. The number of appeals received was 145.

27/07/2021WRJJJ02600Special Educational Needs

27/07/2021WRJJJ027001062. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Education if she will address 
the situation in a school (details supplied) in County Clare; and if she will expedite the special 
needs assessment review for 2021-2022. [41017/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJ02800Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
NCSE has responsibility for planning and coordinating school supports for children with spe-
cial educational needs including the allocation of SNAs and reviews.  My Department does not 
have a role in making determinations in individual cases and accordingly your question wlll be 
forwarded to the NCSE for direct response. 

The Special Needs Assistant (SNA) scheme is designed to provide schools with additional 
adult support staff who can assist children with special educational needs who also have addi-
tional and significant care needs.  Such support is provided in order to facilitate the attendance 
of those pupils at school and also to minimise disruption to class or teaching time for the pupils 
concerned, or for their peers, and with a view to developing their independent living skills.

SNAs are not allocated to individual children but to schools as a school based resource. The 
deployment of SNAs within schools is a matter for the individual Principal/Board of Manage-
ment of the school.  SNAs should be deployed by the school in a manner which best meets the 
care support requirements of the children enrolled in the school for whom SNA support has 
been allocated. 

It is a matter for schools to allocate support as required, and on the basis of individual need, 
which allows schools flexibility in how the SNA support is utilised. 

In light of the disruption caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, the introduction of the new 
Frontloaded Allocation Model for SNAs for students in mainstream classes in primary and post 
-primary schools is to be deferred for a further year to the beginning of the 2022/23 school year. 

In order to minimise disruption for schools, in the current circumstances, and to provide for 
continuity of allocations the following arrangements for the allocation of Special Needs Assis-
tants for mainstream classes for the 2021/22 school year: 

-  Existing mainstream class SNA allocations in schools on 30 April 2021 will be maintained 
and will automatically rollover into the 2021/22 school year.

-  No school will therefore receive an allocation less than that which they had on 30 April 
2021.
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-  SNAs currently in mainstream settings can continue in post for the next school year in  
the normal way.

-  Priority consideration will now be given by the NCSE to applications for increased sup-
port for the 2021/22 school year, in particular, applications from schools with no SNAs and 
developing schools will be prioritised. Determinations will be made before 30 June. Other ap-
plications will  be processed in order of date received.

-  As in previous years, where circumstances change during the course of the 2021/22 school 
year that materially increase the level of care need in a school to the extent that the school can 
clearly demonstrate that it cannot be met  within the existing SNA allocation, the school may 
apply to the NCSE for a review. Detailed information on the NCSE exceptional review process 
is published on the NCSE website ncse.ie/for-schools.

The NCSE have published the SNA allocations on their website www.ncse.ie. 

SNA allocations for special classes and special schools are not affected by this arrangement.

Circular 0029/2021 has been published and advises schools of the arrangements for the al-
location of SNAs for the 2021/22 school year.

Provisions set out in Circular 0030/2020 has been extended for the 2021/22 school year.

Circulars 29/2021 and 30/2020  are available on the Departments website.

27/07/2021WRJJJ02900School Accommodation

27/07/2021WRJJJ030001063. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Education if she will conduct an 
audit of primary and secondary education schools in County Louth given the demographic and 
socioeconomic changes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41021/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJ03100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In order to plan for school provision and 
analyse the relevant demographic data, my Department divides the country into 314 school 
planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of sourc-
es, including Child Benefit and school enrolment data, to identify where the pressure for school 
places across the country will arise and where additional school accommodation is needed at 
primary and post-primary level.   

The level of demand volume across school planning areas with an increasing net require-
ment ranges from small to medium increases that are likely to be accommodated by existing 
schools through to significant projected growth that may require additional provision.  

Where data indicates that additional provision is required at primary or post primary level, 
the delivery of such additional provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each 
case and may be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

-  Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

-  Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

-  Provision of a new school or schools. 

As the Deputy may be aware, since April 2018 the Government has announced 47 new 
schools to be established over a four year period (2019 - 2022) including one new post primary 
school (1,000) to serve the Laytown and Drogheda school planning areas (Regional Solution).  
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This school was established in 2019 under the patronage of Educate Together.

Agreement in principle has been reached to acquire a site for the permanent location of the 
school referred to. This agreement is subject to contract, conveyancing and satisfactory grant of 
full planning permission. The location of the permanent site (circa 11 acres in size) will incor-
porate the current temporary site at Mill Road, Drogheda at which the school is located.

The school building project will be delivered under my Department’s Design and Build pro-
gramme.  The project will proceed into early architectural planning which involves site surveys, 
school design stages and the preparation of statutory applications.  A pre planning meeting will 
be arranged with the local authority in advance of preparing a Planning Application.  Once stat-
utory approvals have been secured, the project will proceed to tender and construction stages. 

In addition, the following projects are included on my Department’s School Building Pro-
gramme:

1.   Scoil Ui Mhuiri Dunleer, this project has been recently completed and will increase 
capacity to accommodate 750 pupils.

2.   Bush Post-Primary School, this project to increase capacity to accommodate 700/750 
pupils is currently at tender stage. 

Details of projects ongoing or recently completed are update regularly on the Department’s 
website.

Similar to the process adopted in advance of the current academic year, my Department is 
engaging with patron bodies, to identify particular capacity requirements for the forthcoming 
year(s) which may necessitate action including, where required, the provision of modular ac-
commodation solutions.

27/07/2021WRJJJ03200School Transport

27/07/2021WRJJJ033001064. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Education if the school transport 
scheme will be made available to students who live in Northern Ireland who wish to attend 
secondary school here; the way this can be facilitated; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [41022/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJ03400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The School Transport Scheme is a signif-
icant operation managed by Bus Éireann on behalf of the Department. In the 2020/2021 school 
year over 114,100 children, including over 14,700 children with special educational needs, 
were transported on a daily basis to primary and post-primary schools throughout the country 
at a cost of over €224.7m in 2020.

The purpose of my Department’s School Transport Scheme is, having regard to available 
resources, to support the transport to and from school of children who reside remote from their 
nearest school.

Under the terms of the Department’s Post Primary School Transport Scheme, a pupil is eli-
gible for transport they reside 4.8 kilometres or more from and are attending their nearest post 
primary school/education centre having regard to ethos and language.

Traditionally a small number of pupils travelling from Northern Ireland have been facilitat-
ed primarily with concessionary school transport to schools in this jurisdiction.  This transport 
is dependent on the availability of spare seats, is subject to the appropriate charge and the pupils 
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must make their own way to a pick up point in this jurisdiction. 

Bus Éireann operate the school transport scheme on behalf of my Department.  In this re-
gard families concerned should liaise with the relevant Bus Éireann local office to establish the 
position with regard to the availability of transport.

27/07/2021WRJJJ03500Irish Language

27/07/2021WRJJJ036001065. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Education the resources her De-
partment plans to offer a school (details supplied) to facilitate the provision of Irish language 
education in County Louth; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41023/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJ03700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The school referenced by the Deputy 
is a unit within a post-primary school. While there are a small number of students enrolled in 
the unit, to facilitate continuity of provision for those students, the Department will continue 
to provide support up to the levels previously approved for the unit, in accordance with need. 

27/07/2021WRJJJ03800Irish Language

27/07/2021WRJJJ039001066. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Education her plans in terms of 
Irish language provision from primary to third-level education in County Louth; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [41024/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJ04000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As part of the 20 Year Strategy for the 
Irish Language 2010-2030, my Department has committed to creating opportunities for expand-
ing Irish-medium education outside the Gaeltacht in the context of the April 2018 announce-
ment on the establishment of 42 new schools from 2019 to 2022, which will afford particular 
consideration to the establishment of Gaelscoileanna, Gaelcholáistí, and Aonaid Lán-Ghaeilge 
as part of the new patronage process.  Since the April 2018 announcement the number of new 
schools to be established over the period 2019 to 2022 to meet a demographic demand has in-
creased to 47 schools.

The requirement for additional school places is kept under on-going review and work on 
an updated exercise to assess needs for the coming years, including those which may arise in 
County Louth, is underway.

Should a new school be required in the area my Department will operate a patronage pro-
cess, which provides objective information and allows parents to express their preferences in 
relation to the patronage and language of instruction, i.e. Irish or English, of these new schools 
(with the exception of those schools which have been designated as Irish-medium gaelscoile-
anna in advance of the patronage process opening for parents). Parental preferences, as well 
as other considerations such as the extent of diversity of provision in an area (including Irish-
medium provision), are key to the decision-making process.

As the Deputy may be aware, I recently approved a proposal for a new satellite model of 
Irish-medium post-primary provision to be piloted in Dundalk.  The model involves a satellite 
/Dundalk-based campus of An Foras Pátrúnachta’s Balbriggan Gaelcholáiste – Coláiste Ghlór 
na Mara.

Piloting the Irish-medium satellite model provides an opportunity to explore a model which 
could have strategic benefits and applicability elsewhere in the country where the establishment 
of a stand-alone gaelcholáiste is not currently feasible but where there may be a level of unmet 
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demand for Irish-medium post-primary education. 

Details of schools that provide education through the medium of Irish are available on my 
Department’s website www.education.ie.

The Deputy might also wish to note that my Department is working on an ongoing basis on 
the initial planning work required for the development of an Irish-medium policy as part of the 
overall framework of the 20-year Strategy for the Irish language 2010-2030. The development 
of the policy will be informed by a consultation process and I look forward to working with 
relevant stakeholders in progressing this important work and building on the positive outcomes 
achieved already in the implementation of the Policy on Gaeltacht Education to strengthen 
Irish-medium education provision.

27/07/2021WRJJJ04100School Curriculum

27/07/2021WRJJJ042001067. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Education her views on recommenda-
tion 13 in a report by an organisation (details supplied) that adoptees want the history of forced 
and coerced adoption within the wider societal context to be taught at second-level education 
in Ireland. [41091/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJ04300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The new Framework for Junior Cycle fo-
cusses on active and collaborative learning. It gives greater flexibility and autonomy to schools 
in terms of subject selection, and new short courses, to tailor a student’s learning to achieve 
better outcomes for that student. Students are able to study up to 10 subjects for certification 
through the new Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement. 

The study of history at Junior Cycle aims to enable students to develop the necessary con-
ceptual understanding, disciplinary skills and subject knowledge to come a deeper understand-
ing of the past.  Students also come to see the world, and their place in it, from an historical 
perspective; and understand how the people and events of the past have shaped the contempo-
rary world.  There are opportunities to explore aspects of history such as examining how the 
experience of women in Irish society changed during the twentieth century and a number of 
learning outcomes relate to the history of Ireland, Europe and the wider world.  

The Learning Outcomes based approach used at Junior Cycle is designed to allow flexibility 
for teachers and students to choose contexts that suit them. This means that, while the issue of 
forced and coerced adoption is not explicitly mentioned in the Junior Cycle curriculum, there 
are various opportunities for teachers and students to explore its significance.

In Classroom Based Assessment (CBA) 1, - The Past in my Place, allows for students to 
present their findings on a study of an aspect of their home place or locality that they consider 
of interest or historical significance.  This theme may relate to various aspects of the history of 
forced and coerced adoptions, and could incorporate the testimony of survivors/victims, or their 
family members.

In CBA 2 - A Life in Time, students present their findings on a person of historical interest 
to them.  The project is designed to allow them to follow their personal interest in a person from 
the past.  This person may be a well-known figure or someone from the student’s home place or 
family, but whose story can be shown to be of historical significance or interest.

Students who are not born in Ireland but who may themselves have migrated to the country 
from other parts of the world are free to examine aspects of their countries of origin when ex-
ploring the CBAs.
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Since September 2020, all post-primary schools have been required to offer History as a 
Junior Cycle subject and all students entering first year are required to study History as part of 
the curriculum.  

Students will follow the existing Junior Cycle History specification, which is of a minimum 
of 200 hours’ duration and will be assessed at a common level. Further details in this regard are 
set out in Circular Letter 16/2020. 

With regards to Leaving Certificate History, the study of history in itself is an opportunity 
for students to engage with diverse aspects of human experience in a variety of cultural con-
texts. The syllabus facilitates students to learn how human history is created by the interaction 
of different individuals, groups and institutions in a variety of contexts that will invariably in-
vite a multitude of perspectives and understanding. Students are provided with opportunities for 
reflective and critical work on historical evidence where bias and stereotypes are challenged.

You may also be interested to know that the National Council for Curriculum and Assess-
ment (NCCA) have recently completed a review of senior cycle. The National Council for Cur-
riculum and Assessment (NCCA) undertook an extensive review of senior cycle programmes 
and vocational pathways, including Transition Year, Leaving Certificate Applied, Leaving 
Certificate Vocational Programme and the Leaving Certificate Established.   The review has 
involved research, extensive consultation and communications with stakeholders.  It also ben-
efitted from ESRI expertise in the area of qualitative research in educational settings, and the 
experience of the OECD in reviewing education systems and supporting implementation in 
other jurisdictions.

Elements of the review are examining how senior cycle can be inclusive to students from 
all backgrounds.   

The NCCA recently submitted the Senior Cycle Review: Advisory Report.  The Advisory 
Report is being considered at the moment and will be published in due course. 

27/07/2021WRJJJ04400Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRJJJ045001068. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Education the funding she has put in 
place to allow primary and post-primary schools to improve ventilation; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [41092/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJ04600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The importance of good ventilation is an 
increasing and important aspect of public health advice on managing Covid-19 risks and this 
led to the establishment of an Expert Group by the Department of Health.

A sub-group of the main Expert Group focussed exclusively on the issue of improving and 
monitoring ventilation in schools.  

The Expert Group noted the strength of the ventilation guidance. 

This report formed the based for the most recent updating of the ventilation guidance for 
schools and included recommendations in relation to strengthening the message about the im-
portance of good ventilation, the use of CO2 monitors and, where considered necessary, air 
cleaners.

A link to the published guidance and the associated background information is available  at:

www.gov.ie/en/publication/ad236-guidance-on-ventilation-in-schools/.   
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www.gov.ie/ga/foilsiuchan/aerala-i-scoileanna/.

The use of CO2 monitors can provide a useful general indication that areas/rooms within a 
building require more ventilation and can enable occupants to become familiar with the impact 
that activities, outdoor weather and window openings have on levels of good ventilation within 
a room. This information can be used to inform strategies for improving ventilation and in that 
regard the Department of Education has funded the provision of a number of portable CO2 
monitors for all  schools at an estimated overall cost of circa €4 million. The portable units can 
facilitate measurements in a wide range of locations in schools.

The provision of C02 monitors follows on from minor works grant funding at primary 
level and the Covid-19 related minor works grant at post-primary level provided in 2020 to 
help schools to manage and operate in a Covid environment and further facilitates schools in 
areas such as enhancing ventilation in classrooms e.g. enabling permanent ventilation openings 
through vent in a wall or in window frame(s) where not currently in available in a classroom.  

Minor Works Grant funding of €29m issued to all primary schools in August 2020. Ad-
ditionally in 2020, due to the exceptional circumstances arising from COVID-19, funding of 
€130m under the Minor Works Grants was allocated in order to provide operational supports to 
primary and post primary schools to fully and safely reopen in a sustainable way while mini-
mising risks associated with COVID-19.  This included €75m under the July Stimulus package 
allocated through minor works grants in order to provide operational supports to primary and 
post primary schools to fully and safely reopen in a sustainable way while minimising risks as-
sociated with COVID-19.  

Furthermore €55 million in minor works grants for primary and post-primary schools was 
issued in early December, 2020. The €55 million payments involved an additional €25m fund-
ing for Covid-19 related Minor Works at post-primary level and the bringing forward from 
2021 the standard €30m minor works grant at primary level.

27/07/2021WRJJJ04700Child Abuse

27/07/2021WRJJJ048001069. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Education if it will be ensured that the 
revised ex-gratia scheme established to implement the European Court of Human Rights judge-
ment relating to childhood sexual abuse in day schools that has now been reopened for applica-
tions includes persons who have established through criminal court cases their claim of sexual 
assault and violation in an Irish school setting. [41093/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJ04900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy is aware, a revised ex gra-
tia scheme to implement the European Court of Human Rights judgement (ECtHR) relating to 
childhood sexual abuse in day schools is now open for applications.  The Scheme, which was 
developed in consultation with the Office of the Attorney General, provides for ex gratia pay-
ments to be made to those who qualify to apply for the Scheme and who satisfy the criteria as 
set out in the Terms of Scheme.

Ireland is committed to fulfilling its obligations in implementing the ECtHR ruling.  This 
means that the scheme is designed first and foremost to provide a remedy to those who had 
issued and discontinued their proceedings prior to the ECtHR ruling in O’Keeffe vs Ireland  .  
The revised scheme goes beyond that core group in that all others who issued civil proceedings 
against the state in the past, whether they are still in being, were discontinued at any point or 
who had settled with the state may also apply for an award.  

The ex gratia scheme was originally established in 2015 and was put in place to provide 



Questions - Written Answers

552

those, who had instituted legal proceedings against the State in respect of day school sexu-
al abuse and subsequently discontinued those proceedings following rulings in the domestic 
courts, with an opportunity to apply for an ex gratia payment.  The Scheme was paused in 2019 
following a report from retired High Court Judge Iarfhlaith O’Neill who, as Independent Asses-
sor, reviewed a number of unsuccessful applications to the Scheme and was of the view that the 
criteria to qualify for a payment were too restrictive for this group of applicants.

This cohort are now eligible to apply under the revised Scheme if they have not already 
received a payment under the 2015 Scheme.  However, the revised Scheme also allows those 
who issued legal proceedings against the State at a later date and up to 1 July 2021 to apply for 
a payment under the Scheme.  

As well as broadening the scope of the Scheme, the type and nature of evidence that will be 
considered by the State Claims Agency in respect of individual applications (and as set out in 
the Terms of Scheme) will make it considerably easier for an applicant to demonstrate that they 
fall within the terms of the ECtHR judgment.  

Full details of the terms of the Scheme are available on  www.gov.ie/en/service/90a42-
revised-ex-gratia-scheme/.  Contact details for my Department for those wishing to apply to the 
scheme who require any clarification or information are provided.

27/07/2021WRJJJ05000Broadband Infrastructure

27/07/2021WRJJJ051001070. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Education the way the EU-NRRP fund-
ing of €63.5 million for school broadband and digital infrastructure for schools will be allo-
cated; the criteria and prioritisation system on which it will be based; and the classification of 
disadvantage being applied. [41094/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJ05200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The EU-NRRP funding provided is in re-
spect of two projects in the Digital area - one for high speed broadband connectivity for primary 
schools (Project A), the other for funding to provide interventions to address the digital divide, 
particularly access to digital devices and relevant ICT infrastructure (Project B). 

Project A   will provide €13.5m in funding. This will support the intervention project where-
by those primary schools outside of the National Broadband Plan Intervention area, and in areas 
where commercial provision is insufficient, will be provided with high speed connectivity of 
100 Mbp/s or greater. Through this project, the National Broadband Plan Intervention Area 
implementation, and commercial provision, it is intended to provide high speed connectivity 
to all primary schools by the end of 2022. This will all operate within the Schools Broadband 
Programme, with implementation underway, led by a Steering Group including representatives 
from the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications, HEAnet, and the PDST 
as well as relevant internal areas.

Work is underway on this project, with a first bundle of schools gone to tender for services.

Project B   will provide €50m in funding. This will issue through a one-off scheme to 
schools, targeting those learners most at risk of educational disadvantage. Issuing funding to all 
recognised primary and post-primary schools in the free education scheme will be considered, 
as available data shows that while there are schools in areas of concentrated disadvantage, most 
schools will have learners at risk of educational disadvantage among their cohort. Schools are 
best placed to identify and address inequalities to ensure those learners most at risk are sup-
ported and have access to the appropriate digital technologies required to give them every op-
portunity to fulfil their potential. My Department has committed to establishing terms of the 
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scheme and issuing the funding to schools in Q4 2021. A working group will be established 
shortly to establish the terms of the scheme.

27/07/2021WRJJJ05300Pupil-Teacher Ratio

27/07/2021WRJJJ054001071. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education the estimated full 
year cost of reducing the pupil teacher ratio to 18:1 by paying all staff on the pre-2011 pay scale. 
[41224/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJ055001072. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education the estimated cost 
of reducing the pupil teacher ratio from 1:27 to 1:22 by paying all staff on the pre-2011 pay 
scale. [41225/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJ056001073. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education the estimated cost 
of reducing the pupil teacher ratio from 1:27 to 1:15. [41226/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJ05700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1071, 
1072 and 1073 together.

Teacher allocations to all schools are approved annually by my Department in accordance 
with established rules based on recognised pupil enrolment. The criteria for the allocation of 
posts are communicated to school managements annually and are available on the Department 
website. 

At primary level, each one point reduction in the pupil teacher ratio would result in approxi-
mately 300 additional teaching posts.  In 2021, the average cost of a primary teacher is €66,780.  
In 2011, the average cost was approximately €60,000.

At post primary level, each one point reduction in the pupil teacher ratio would result in ap-
proximately 1150 additional teaching posts.  In 2021, the average cost of a post primary teacher 
is €67,600.  In 2011, the average cost was approximately €64,000.  

  Question No. 1072 answered with Question No. 1071.

  Question No. 1073 answered with Question No. 1071.

27/07/2021WRKKK00200Special Educational Needs

27/07/2021WRKKK003001074. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education the estimated an-
nual cost in 2022 to increase special education provision by 15% on the 2018 level.  [41227/21]

27/07/2021WRKKK00400Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Very 
significant levels of financial provision are made to ensure that all children with special educa-
tional needs can be provided with an education appropriate to their needs. 

In 2018 my Department invested over €1.75 billion on making additional provision for chil-
dren with special educational needs. 

Based on a 15% increase, the 2022 allocation would be €2 billion. 

27/07/2021WRKKK00500School Funding
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27/07/2021WRKKK006001075. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education the estimated full 
year cost of measures (details supplied). [41229/21]

27/07/2021WRKKK00700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The information requested by the Deputy 
in relation to full year cost of measure is set out in the table below.

Details Estimated Full Year Cost €m
Indicative   estimate of providing free 
primary and post-primary school books to 
all   pupils across all fully publicly funded 
schools based on a survey by Barnardos

€40

Restoring capitation grant to Primary and 
Post Primary Schools to pre-2010 levels. 

 €20

Restoring support for guidance to pre-2008 
levels

See Note below

 

 Restoring support for guidance to pre-2008 levels

My Department has committed considerable resources towards the restoration of guidance 
counselling hours to post-primary schools, to the provision of CPD for guidance counsellors 
and to the provision of a national guidance counselling supervision service for post-primary 
guidance counsellors in recent times.

The guidance allocation is provided separately and transparently on each school’s staffing 
schedule.  These posts have been ring-fenced so they can only be used for guidance activities 
and to meet the guidance needs of the school.

As part of the COVID-19 operational supports to schools for the 2021/22 school year, ap-
proximately 120 posts have been provided for guidance to support student wellbeing. 

There are currently 824 Guidance posts allocated to post primary schools. The correspond-
ing figure for 2008/09 was 708 Guidance posts. As such, these posts have been restored to pre-
2008 levels.

Current expenditure on guidance counsellors posts in second level schools stands at €55.2 
million. 

27/07/2021WRKKK00800School Staff

27/07/2021WRKKK009001076. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education the estimated full 
year cost of bringing all currently employed school secretaries and caretakers under the direct 
employment of her Department. [41231/21]

27/07/2021WRKKK01000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I am keenly aware of the vital contribu-
tion of secretaries and caretakers within school communities and I recognise the very important 
work done by these staff, and the other support staff in the running of our schools. 

On foot of a Chairman’s Note to the Lansdowne Road Agreement, my Department imple-
mented the 2015 recommendations of an independent arbitrator. The Arbitrator recommended 
a cumulative pay increase of 10% between 2016 and 2019 and that a minimum hourly pay rate 
of €13 be phased in over that period. This arbitration agreement covered the period up to 31 
December 2019 and has been fully implemented and increased funding was provided by my 
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Department. 

The arbitration agreement was designed to be of greatest benefit to lower-paid secretaries 
and caretakers. For example, a secretary or caretaker who was paid the then minimum wage of 
€8.65 per hour in 2015 prior to the arbitration has from 1 January 2019 been paid €13 per hour 
which is a 50% increase in that individual’s hourly pay. 

Fórsa trade union has tabled a follow-on claim from the 2015 agreement. Officials from 
my Department, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and School Management 
Bodies have been engaging with Fórsa on the claim. On the 27th of October 2020, under the 
auspices of the Workplace Relations Commission (WRC), an understanding was agreed on a 
pathway to progress the issues. Several key strands have been identified, and a phased approach 
is being taken to the development of proposals.

As set out in an agreed statement between the parties following the WRC engagement in 
May, it is vital that any proposals are fully and properly costed on the basis of complete infor-
mation relating to current actual numbers of workers involved and have regard to the state of 
the public finances and the repercussive effects of any such proposals for other grant-funded 
groups of non-public servants. 

The majority of primary and voluntary secondary schools receive assistance to provide for 
secretarial, caretaking and cleaning services under grant schemes. Where a school employs a 
staff member to support those functions those staff are employees of individual schools and 
responsibility for terms of employment rests with the school.  As a result my Department does 
not hold data on the staff concerned and is not in a position to provide costings. In terms of 
the current claim for secretaries and caretakers, my Department has recently completed a data 
gathering exercise in respect of school secretaries and caretakers paid by grant-funding which 
will inform costings of this claim.

The parties continue to engage under the auspices of the WRC with the intention to reach 
agreement on the regularisation of pay, conditions of employment and pension provision as set 
out in the roadmap document agreed on 27 October 2020. The parties are scheduled to return to 
the WRC this week and I support meaningful engagement on these issues by all stakeholders.

27/07/2021WRKKK01100Special Educational Needs

27/07/2021WRKKK012001077. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Education the estimated full 
year cost of increasing the number of SNAs by 500 in addition to the 990 pledged in Budget 
2021. [41232/21]

27/07/2021WRKKK01300Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): Budget 
2021 increased the number of Special Needs Assistant (SNA) posts to over 18,000 by Decem-
ber this year.  This represents an increase of increase of 70% in the number of SNAs provided 
since 2011 at which point 10,575 SNAs were available. 

The pay at entry of a new entrant SNA, inclusive of employer PRSI, is €28,821 so the esti-
mated cost of 500 SNAs would be €14,410,500.

27/07/2021WRKKK01400School Admissions

27/07/2021WRKKK015001078. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Education the action that can be taken 
to accommodate the transfer of a fifth-year student (details supplied) to the leaving certificate 
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applied programme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41310/21]

27/07/2021WRKKK01600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The Leaving Certificate Applied (LCA) 
programme is one of three Leaving Certificate options made available by my Department for 
senior cycle students that schools can choose from. It is the responsibility and choice of indi-
vidual schools to decide which Leaving Certificate programmes to provide.

Schools are encouraged to provide maximum access to these Leaving Certificate options 
and to have clear admission procedures in place regarding how the available places are allocat-
ed to students. However, the final decision to provide LCA rests with the board of management. 
The LCA programme is not provided in all schools and the decision to offer it is based on the 
educational needs and interests of their students. 

Under the Education Act 1998, the school Board of Management is the body charged with 
the direct governance of a school. The child’s guardian may wish to write to the board of man-
agement of the school outlining their query regarding LCA.  The Board may be able to assist.  

27/07/2021WRKKK01700School Funding

27/07/2021WRKKK018001079. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education when a reimburse-
ment payment from her Department will be received by a school (details supplied) for remov-
ing trees which cost over €7,000; when the payment will be made; and the cause of the delay. 
[41317/21]

27/07/2021WRKKK01900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I would like to inform the Deputy that 
the works in question would normally be paid for out of the Schools Minor Works Grant as it 
would be considered a maintenance issue. 

However, under certain circumstances, such as a storm, which caused the trees to fall or 
become unsafe the school could apply for funding under my Departments Emergency Works 
Scheme to have the trees removed. 

To date the Emergency Works Team have not received such an application from the school.  
All applications under the Emergency Works Scheme should be made in advance of the work 
being carried out as retrospective funding is not permitted under the scheme.

27/07/2021WRKKK02000School Accommodation

27/07/2021WRKKK021001080. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education if her attention has 
been drawn to the fact that some classes in a school (details supplied) are prefabs which are not 
fit for purpose and which cost tens of thousands of euro annually to rent; and the reason for the 
delay in replacing them and in the interim having them repaired. [41318/21]

27/07/2021WRKKK022001081. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education the amount her De-
partment contributes annually to the renting of prefabs for a school (details supplied); and the 
length of the rental agreement. [41319/21]

27/07/2021WRKKK02300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1080 
and 1081 together.

My Department contributes €91,081 annually to the renting of prefabs for the school re-
ferred to by the Deputy. 
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The Deputy will be aware that a major building project for the school is currently at an 
advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 2(b) - Detailed Design, which includes the ap-
plications for Planning Permission, Fire Cert and Disability Access Cert and the preparation of 
tender documents. All prefabs are being replaced with permanent accommodation as part of the 
major project. 

My Department has had no recent correspondence from the school in relation to the condi-
tion of their prefabs and as these are rented prefabs, the school authority should contact the 
prefab supplier in relation to any necessary repairs that may be required pending completion of 
the major project. 

  Question No. 1081 answered with Question No. 1080.

27/07/2021WRKKK02500Educational Disadvantage

27/07/2021WRKKK026001082. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education if a review of the 
DEIS grading system and the payments scheme associated with identified schools which have 
needs far and above the threshold for DEIS 1 or 2, which would require specific and more 
targeted funding to help address deeply ingrained underlying educational issues will be under-
taken; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41320/21]

27/07/2021WRKKK02700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): DEIS is my Department’s main policy to 
tackle educational disadvantage. This year my Department will spend over €150million on sup-
ports for schools targeted at supporting the educational outcomes of those pupils most at risk of 
educational disadvantage. The DEIS Plan acknowledges the allocation of additional resources, 
such as an improved staffing schedule, to Urban Band 1 DEIS primary schools with the highest 
concentrations of children at risk of educational disadvantage has served to improve learning 
outcomes.  

The DEIS Plan published in 2017 noted that further analysis of the DEIS identification 
model was required to identify refinements which may be required to improve its accuracy and 
application in terms of resource allocation. A detailed analysis of school enrolment data and the 
latest data available from Census 2016, using the HP Deprivation Index, has been carried out by 
members of the DEIS Technical Group. My Department has commenced a consultation process 
with education stakeholder representatives on the refinement of the model, and work is ongoing 
on further elements of the model. 

It is envisaged that the refined DEIS ID model, when complete, will provide the basis for the 
development and application of a refined DEIS resource allocation model to ultimately match 
resources to identified need.  Until this work is complete, it is not planned to alter the current 
DEIS resource allocation process. 

27/07/2021WRKKK02800Schools Building Projects

27/07/2021WRKKK029001083. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education the reason for the 
delay in having the new build project for a school (details supplied); the timetable of works 
for same; and when the school community and the wider community will receive a new school 
building as promised. [41321/21]

27/07/2021WRKKK03000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The major building project for the school 
referred to by the Deputy is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 
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2(b) – Detailed Design, which includes the applications for Planning Permission, Fire Cert and 
Disability Access Cert and the preparation of tender documents. All statutory approvals have 
been secured. 

In late 2020, additional provision for a 2 classroom Special Education Needs (SEN) Base 
was approved for this project. In January 2021, the School and its Design Team received an 
extension to its current planning, providing for minor modifications and a 2 classroom SEN. 
The School and its Design Team are now required to submit a Stage 2(b) Addendum Report 
incorporating the SEN provision into the Design. 

My Department has been in contact with the Design Team and it is expected that the report 
will be submitted in the coming weeks. 

Upon receipt and review of the Stage 2(b) Addendum report, my Department will revert to 
the Board of Management regarding the further progression of the project at that time. 

27/07/2021WRKKK03100Schools Building Projects

27/07/2021WRKKK032001084. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education if her attention has 
been drawn to matters in relation to a school (details supplied); the interventions that can be 
made to assist the school address minor and major maintenance problems as it awaits the com-
mencement and completion of the planned new-build and will she comment on the issue. 
[41322/21]

27/07/2021WRKKK03300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I would like to inform the Deputy that 
the responsibility for maintaining schools and their grounds lies with the school authority in the 
first instance. 

The main grant funding mechanisms for undertaking works of the nature referred to by the 
Deputy are the Annual Minor Works Grant or the Summer Works Scheme.  The Minor Works 
Grant last issued to primary schools in December 2020 and provides flexibility for schools to 
manage and prioritise necessary small-scale works.

The Summer Works Scheme provides a mechanism for undertaking medium to larger-scale 
improvement works in school buildings. This Scheme operates on a multi-annual basis and the 
Department are currently addressing category 2 and 6 projects (toilets and roofs).  

The Emergency Works Scheme is available to all recognised Primary and Post Primary 
Schools to provide funding in an Emergency Situation. An emergency is a situation which pos-
es an immediate risk to health, life, property or the environment, which is sudden, unforeseen 
and requires immediate action and, in the case of a school, if not corrected would prevent the 
school or part thereof from opening. 

27/07/2021WRKKK03400Schools Building Projects

27/07/2021WRKKK035001085. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Education the reason the new 
build for a school (details supplied) has been delayed; if the school is to frontload the ASD unit 
which was included in the full new build programme; and if her attention has been drawn to 
the fact that by separating the ASD unit out, the full-build and ASD unit build project are both 
being delayed. [41323/21]

27/07/2021WRKKK03600Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The major building project for the school 
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referred to by the Deputy is currently at an advanced stage of architectural planning, Stage 
2(b) – Detailed Design, which includes the applications for Planning Permission, Fire Cert and 
Disability Access Cert and the preparation of tender documents. All statutory approvals have 
been secured. 

In late 2020, additional provision for a 2 classroom Special Education Needs (SEN) Base 
was approved for this project. In January 2021, the School and its Design Team received an 
extension to its current planning, providing for minor modifications and a 2 classroom SEN. 
The School and its Design Team are now required to submit a Stage 2(b) Addendum Report 
incorporating the SEN provision into the Design. 

My Department has been in contact with the Design Team and it is expected that the report 
for the main contract will be submitted in the coming weeks. 

Upon receipt and review of the Stage 2(b) Addendum report, my Department will revert to 
the Board of Management regarding the further progression of the project at that time. 

Pending delivery of the major building project an ASA application has been received from 
the school. In February 2021, the school was granted approval under the Additional Accommo-
dation Scheme 2021 for conversion works to 2 existing classrooms to create 1 Class SEN Base 
including safe space, accessible toilet and multi-sensory room. 

My Department understands that the School and its Design Team has recently completed 
the Tender Process for these works and that a tender report will be submitted to the Department 
for review shortly. Upon receipt and review of this tender report a decision on the progression 
of this project will be made on the information provided at that time. 

27/07/2021WRKKK03700School Staff

27/07/2021WRKKK038001086. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education if she will intervene to en-
sure that a school (details supplied) does not lose a primary teacher in the next academic year 
due to being five pupils short of the retention figure; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [41382/21]

27/07/2021WRKKK03900Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): The staffing schedule is an allocation 
mechanism that uses enrolment bands to determine the number of classroom teaching posts 
allocated to a school. This is a long standing arrangement for allocating teaching posts to our 
primary schools in a fair and equitable way based on their respective enrolment.

The staffing schedule operates in a clear and transparent manner and treats all similar types 
of schools equally, irrespective of location. For the 2020/21 school year at primary level it oper-
ates on the basis of 1 classroom teacher for an average of every 26 pupils which is historically 
the lowest level.   

Under the Programme for Government there is a commitment to make further progress in 
reducing the pupil teacher ratios in primary schools and to support small schools.

As part of the Budget 2021 measures, the Government have sought to deliver on this com-
mitment by the announcement of a 1 point change to the primary staffing schedule and the 
introduction of a three point reduction in the number of pupils required to retain a teacher.

The school referred to by the Deputy is not losing a teaching post for the 2021/22 school 
year. 
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27/07/2021WRKKK04000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRKKK041001087. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Education the degree of provisions 
made to small rural schools to ensure they continue to be able to operate and serve their com-
munities particularly during and throughout the pandemic; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [41383/21]

27/07/2021WRKKK04200Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): Small schools are highly valued in their 
communities in that they provide a vital link to local heritage and history, help sustain rural 
populations and often act as a link for sports and social activity.

There is a commitment contained in the Programme for a Partnership Government to recog-
nise the importance of small schools. There is a further commitment not to close any small 
school without the consent of parents.

Budget 2020 provided for improved teacher staffing levels for small schools. This measure 
saw a more favourable pupil teacher ratio in small schools from September 2020.  This im-
proved schedule will apply in two, three and four teacher schools and ensure one less pupil is 
required to retain/recruit a teacher. This builds on measures in previous budgets which has seen 
improvements in the appointment and retention thresholds for the 2nd, 3rd and 4th classroom 
teacher and more favourable enrolment thresholds for one teacher schools situated 8km or more 
from the nearest school of the same type of patronage and/or language of instruction.

Small schools have also benefitted from the 1 point improvement to the primary staffing 
schedule for all schools implemented in 2016 and again in 2018.  The staffing schedule at pri-
mary level currently operates on a general average of 26 pupils to every 1 teacher and will re-
duce to 25 pupils to every 1 teacher from September 2021 which is historically the lowest ever 
allocation ratio at primary level. The retention band has been reduced by 3 points.

In addition in July 2020, the Government agreed the Roadmap for the Full Return to School, 
together with a package involving financial supports that eventually amounted to some €639 
million to meet costs associated with the return to school for the 2020/2021 academic year. Of 
this €639 million, €331 million was provided for the period August/September to December 
2020 and €308 million for January to July/August 2021. 

The package of funding agreed was a combination of targeted supports to schools in ad-
vance of reopening last August and a range of supports to sustain that reopening. The range of 
supports included the replacement of teachers and non-teaching staff unable to attend for work 
due to Covid-19, minor works grants to facilitate refurbishment and reconfiguration of school 
buildings, additional release days for principals and deputy principals at primary level, and en-
hanced cleaning regimes, PPE equipment, school transport costs and wellbeing supports. 

27/07/2021WRKKK04300Community Employment Schemes

27/07/2021WRKKK044001088. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated cost 
of the community employment supervisors remuneration deal; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [40652/21]

27/07/2021WRKKK04500Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Joe O’Brien): As the Deputy will be aware, CE supervisors and CE assistant supervisors have 
been seeking for several years, through their union representatives, the allocation of Exchequer 
funding to implement a 2008 Labour Court recommendation relating to the provision of a pen-
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sion scheme for CE supervisors and assistant supervisors who are employed by CE scheme 
sponsors.  This claim creates some difficulties because the State is not the employer of the CE 
supervisors and CE assistant supervisors. 

Within this context, officials from my Department and the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform held discussions on proposals to progress and resolve this complex issue, 
while having regard to the wider budgetary framework.  Department officials also held discus-
sions with unions representing CE supervisors and CE assistant supervisors.

At the start of April, agreement was reached with the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform on proposals to resolve the long-standing issue.  These proposals include a financial 
package.

I am confident these proposals are a solid basis for progressing and resolving this complex 
issue.  Discussions on these proposals are ongoing between my Department and the unions 
representing CE supervisors and CE assistant supervisors.  The unions have made a number of 
observations, and these are now being examined by my officials in conjunction with the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform. 

My officials are continuing to progress this matter as a priority, and I would hope that these 
discussions can reach a conclusion in the near future.

The costings of proposals, currently under discussion, will be finalised once these discus-
sions conclude.

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputy.

27/07/2021WRKKK04600Employment Support Services

27/07/2021WRKKK047001089. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will advise 
on matters raised in correspondence (details supplied) in relation to the local employment ser-
vice; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40868/21]

27/07/2021WRKKK048001097. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection if the proposed 
model of employment services will utilise training of LES staff in adult guidance and coun-
selling as part of the proposed changes; the way quality will be maintained within the model 
with regard to client wrap-around supports; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[39123/21]

27/07/2021WRKKK049001100. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Social Protection the way it is envisaged 
that local community development companies will interact with the proposed regional employ-
ment service; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39300/21]

27/07/2021WRKKK050001101. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Social Protection the way the existing 
competencies and capacities in terms of adult guidance and counselling in local employment 
services will be affected by the proposed regional employment service; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [39301/21]

27/07/2021WRKKK051001102. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Social Protection the way the quality in-
tensive service for the proposed regional employment service will cater for the needs of clients 
with complex cases including addiction, homelessness, caring responsibilities, literacy issues, 
mental or physical health concerns; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39302/21]

27/07/2021WRKKK052001111. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has 
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been drawn to matters in relation to the local employment service (details supplied); and the 
way in which she proposes getting these clients into full-time sustainable work within such a 
short timeframe given that payment is for employment only as outlined in this model and who 
will focus on those facing barriers to employment. [39447/21]

27/07/2021WRKKK053001113. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has 
been drawn to the fact that all local employment services staff are trained in adult guidance 
and counselling, funded using public money; the reason her Department will not utilise this 
investment in the new scheme, instead of introducing a model that does not fit with a guidance 
service; and the further reason her Department has not chosen to focus on addressing the need 
for continuous improvement for all local employment service operations within a public service 
quality model. [39449/21]

27/07/2021WRKKK05400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 1089, 1097, 1100 to 1102, inclusive, 1111 and 1113 together.

Following on from a review of public employment services in my Department, my officials 
have commenced a series of procurement exercises to secure appropriate services to engage 
with the long-term unemployed and other cohorts throughout the State. The focus throughout 
this exercise is the customer, their needs and how they can be met through customer-centric 
services delivering the necessary supports in their journey to employment. My Department is 
conscious of the need to have supports in place at the time that the customer needs them and to 
be able to respond rapidly to changes in the labour market and the demand for services.

This process was preceded by extensive engagement both at Ministerial and official level 
since 2019, including site visits by officials to every Local Employment Service, Job Club and 
Employability service in the State to hear the views of those delivering the services, a briefing 
to stakeholders on the Indecon Reviews of Local Employment Services and Job Clubs, engage-
ment with stakeholders by external consultants on behalf of the Department and numerous 
meetings at official and Ministerial level with the representative body, the ILDN, and other 
stakeholders.  

Phase one of the process, involving the procurement of a Regional Employment Service for 
four lots over seven counties in the Midlands and North-East - areas currently without a local 
employment service - are at an advanced stage. Phase two will follow in due course with the 
aim of having services in place for January 2022.

The experience of current local employment services caseworkers in providing a quality 
service to the long-term unemployed and other cohorts should and no doubt will feature in 
tenders for the new service. I and my Department will welcome high quality submissions from 
high quality providers in the sector demonstrating their experience and ability. My Department 
has put great emphasis on the importance of tenderers demonstrating their ability to deliver 
a service that addresses the complex needs of those farthest from the labour market. Part of 
this involves describing how the service can address multiple barriers to labour market entry, 
including by engaging with the appropriate local and regional services. My Department has 
consistently informed stakeholders it is important that tenderers submit quality bids that clearly 
demonstrate their expertise and skill and addresses all aspects of the RFT.

The design of the request for tender for the Regional Employment Service ensures it will 
be accessible to tenders from the community and voluntary sector, giving due regard to their 
experience and competencies.

27/07/2021WRKKK05500Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment
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27/07/2021WRKKK056001090. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount spent 
on the pandemic unemployment payment supports. [40981/21]

27/07/2021WRKKK05700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): To date the total expen-
diture by the Department of Social Protection on the Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Pay-
ment since its introduction in March 2020 is approximately €8.3 billion. 

The total expenditure to date on the Covid-19 Enterprise Support Grant since its introduc-
tion in August 2020 is approximately €8.7 million.

I trust that this clarifies the position for the Deputy at this time. 

27/07/2021WRKKK05800Employment Schemes

27/07/2021WRKKK059001091. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the esti-
mated full year cost of the work placement experience programme. [41260/21]

27/07/2021WRKKK06000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Work Placement Ex-
perience Programme (WPEP) is a key policy initiative under Pillar 2 of the National Recovery 
Programme, launched by Government on 1 June 2021.  It is also a central measure of the Gov-
ernment’s new national employment services strategy; Pathways to Work 2021-2025.  This sets 
out the national framework for activation and employment supports to assist persons, whose 
employment has been adversely affected by COVID, back to work while continuing to support 
those who were unemployed pre-pandemic.

The Pathways strategy sets out an ambitious plan for investment in training, education, skill 
development, work placement schemes, recruitment subsidies and jobs search. The focus is on 
helping persons who have lost jobs find, new ones, retrain and develop new skills, in particular 
in emerging growth sectors with new employment opportunities. 

WPEP is a key policy initiative under this the new strategy.  It is a funded work placement 
scheme to provide work experience for 10,000 jobseekers who have been unemployed for more 
than six months, including time spent on the pandemic unemployment payment (PUP), regard-
less of age. Participation on WPEP is entirely voluntary.

All participants will receive a personal weekly allowance of €306 per week regardless of 
age, other income or means. This is equivalent to the national minimum wage. In addition, par-
ticipants will continue to receive any underlying social welfare entitlements for qualified adults 
and children and any underlying secondary welfare benefits they had an entitlement to prior to 
commencing a WPEP placement.  

The WPEP programme is planned to run for two years with a total estimated cost of €95 mil-
lion, with estimated expenditure this year of €11.5million, €61.2 million in 2022 and a further 
€22 million in 2023. 

I was very pleased to launch the WPEP on Monday 12th July 2021.  Placements will provide 
unemployed persons with valuable work experience, recognised internationally as being effec-
tive in assisting jobseekers find new jobs. All placements will provide training opportunities 
and in particular participants will be provided with opportunities to undertake accredited train-
ing as part of the programme. Options include a new QQI accredited work placement award 
which will be delivered by the Education and Training Boards at levels 3,4 and 5.  In recogni-
tion of this training and development component of the scheme and the value of the new options 
for accredited and sector recognised learning,  the Department of Further and Higher Educa-
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tion, Innovation and Skills through the National Training Fund (NFT) is investing €27 million 
in the scheme. The NTF will be repaid if funding from the EU is secured under the National 
Resilience and Recovery Plan for this element of WPEP.

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputy.

27/07/2021WRKKK06100Social Insurance

27/07/2021WRKKK062001092. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated rev-
enue that would be generated in 2022 from increasing the rate of employers’ PRSI from 11.05 
to 12.05, 13.05, 14.05 and 15.05 and 15.75% on the portion of individual incomes in excess of 
€100,000. [41362/21]

27/07/2021WRKKK06300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): It is not possible to pro-
vide the information requested within the timeframe available. 

The data requested are being compiled by my officials and will be sent to the Deputy as soon 
as they are available.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/07/2021WRKKK06400Social Welfare Eligibility

27/07/2021WRKKK065001093. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person with four 
young children who is returning to full-time education who is currently in receipt of jobseeker’s 
will be eligible for the working family payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[39072/21]

27/07/2021WRKKK06600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Working Family Payment 
(WFP) is an income tested, in work, family payment which provides additional financial sup-
port to employees on low earnings, with children, relative to their family size.  WFP is designed 
to prevent in-work poverty for low paid employees with child dependents and to offer a finan-
cial incentive to pursue employment.

In order to satisfy the qualifying and continued entitlement condition for receipt of WFP, an 
applicant or the applicant and their spouse, partner or cohabitant must be engaged in full-time 
remunerative employment as an employee for not less than 38 hours per fortnight. The employ-
ment must be expected to last for at least 3 months.  This employment condition must be met 
on an ongoing basis.

Additionally, WFP is not payable where a customer is in receipt of a Jobseekers payment or 
Back to Education Allowance (BTEA). 

The person concerned can obtain further information on the Department’s Back to Educa-
tion Allowance (BTEA) scheme from the Gov.ie website or by contacting their local Intreo 
office.  Jobseeker’s Allowance and Jobseeker’s Benefit are qualifying payments for receipt of 
BTEA.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy. 

27/07/2021WRLLL00200Employment Support Services
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27/07/2021WRLLL003001094. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection the way a payment 
per person model will benefit those most in need of employment supports with regard to the 
request for tender for employment services in view of the proposed model generating income 
through client referral which will likely favour those who are job ready and the removal or 
merging of key service supports which are currently available on a walk-in basis; the reports 
or data which advised this decision; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39120/21]

27/07/2021WRLLL004001095. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection if consideration was 
given to local community development companies client-centred ethos as part of the proposed 
changes to employment services (details supplied) and the financial risks this model presents 
to not-for-profit employment service providers; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[39121/21]

27/07/2021WRLLL005001096. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection the way her Depart-
ment arrived at a proposed model of employment services by which providers derive income 
from a reliance on client referral numbers including the process for determining specific key 
performance indicators for this proposed model; if her Department has met its targets for refer-
rals to the local employment services; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39122/21]

27/07/2021WRLLL006001112. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection the way in which local 
employment services can operate under financial uncertainty in view of the fact local employ-
ment service income is dependent on referrals from her Department and given that to date her 
Department has never met its target for referrals to the local employment services. [39448/21]

27/07/2021WRLLL007001119. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Social Protection the engage-
ment she has had to date in 2021 with the local employment services sector in Ireland with 
regard to the recent change to the regional employment service model; her plans to establish a 
stakeholder forum to allow for ongoing engagement between the sector and her Department; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39621/21]

27/07/2021WRLLL008001122. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider 
ceasing the tendering process for the delivery of local employment services in order for her De-
partment to actively engage with all stakeholders to find the best way forward for the delivery 
of the services; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39758/21]

27/07/2021WRLLL009001124. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Social Protection if it will be en-
sured that local employment services are not outsourced or privatised; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [39823/21]

27/07/2021WRLLL010001125. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans for changes 
to the local employment services tender; if her attention has been drawn to concerns from com-
munities regarding these proposed changes; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[39825/21]

27/07/2021WRLLL011001134. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection if consideration will 
be given to the issues outlined in correspondence (details supplied) in relation to local employ-
ment services, if it will be ensured that the present delivery model is retained; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [40077/21]

27/07/2021WRLLL012001187. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will arrange 
a meeting with representatives of an organisation (details supplied) to discuss its proposal for 
a stakeholders forum prior to any decision on any new employment service contract being 
signed; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41421/21]

27/07/2021WRLLL01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Ques-
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tions Nos. 1094, 1095, 1096, 1112, 1119, 1122, 1124, 1125, 1134 and 1187 together.

Following on from a review of public employment services in my Department, my officials 
have commenced a series of procurement exercises to secure appropriate services to engage 
with the long-term unemployed and other cohorts throughout the State. The focus throughout 
this exercise is the customer, their needs and how they can be met through customer-centric 
services delivering the necessary supports in their journey to employment. My Department is 
conscious of the need to have supports in place at the time that the customer needs them and to 
be able to respond rapidly to changes in the labour market and the demand for services.

This process was preceded by extensive engagement both at Ministerial and official level 
since 2019, including site visits by officials to every Local Employment Service, Job Club and 
Employability service in the State, a briefing to stakeholders on the Indecon Reviews of Local 
Employment Services and Job Clubs, engagement with stakeholders by external consultants 
on behalf of the Department and numerous meetings at official and Ministerial level with the 
representative body, the ILDN, and other stakeholders.  

The Regional Employment Service model used for phase one was the product of extensive 
stakeholder engagement and the input of external consultants. It is fully in line with the recently 
published Pathways to Work 2021-2025 strategy. In addition, ensuring any new employment 
service was legally compatible with EU and national procurement regulations was an absolute 
imperative.

The new service is not a privatisation of Government services. These services have been 
outsourced by the State since the mid-1990s.  Instead, it is a shift to competitive procurement 
as required by law. The possibility of retaining the current LES model, which was developed a 
generation ago, with rolling contracts under a closed procurement process, was not an option.

The procurement of the new approach requires tenderers to demonstrate their ability to 
deliver a high-quality service to the long-term unemployed and others furthest from the labour 
market. The approach place a significant focus on tenderers ability to access a wide range of 
supports and services locally in order to assist their clients progress towards employment. 

Tenders have been received for the first phase of this procurement or a Regional Employ-
ment Service, with four lots covering seven counties in the Midlands and the North-West and 
the preferred bidders will be notified in due course. Any learnings from this process will feed 
into the second phase.

The second phase, still under development, will see the expansion of the Regional Employ-
ment Service throughout the State, as well as the procurement of additional employment ser-
vices on a national level through a separate request for tenders.

The Regional Employment Service is aimed at cohorts furthest from the labour market and 
has been designed to be accessible to tenders from the community and voluntary sector, giving 
due regard to their experience and competencies.

As the request for tenders is still under development, I am not in a position to reveal details 
of the forthcoming phase two procurement for employment services. However, as with phase 
one, the emphasis on designing a request for tender that places no obstacles to the community 
and voluntary sector will remain a guiding principle.

  Question No. 1095 answered with Question No. 1094.

  Question No. 1096 answered with Question No. 1094.
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  Question No. 1097 answered with Question No. 1089.

27/07/2021WRLLL01700Social Welfare Benefits

27/07/2021WRLLL018001098. Deputy Malcolm Noonan asked the Minister for Social Protection further to Parlia-
mentary Question No. 251 of 8 July 2021, the reason such a cost-analysis has not taken place 
to date in view of the fact that this measure was a key recommendation of the 2018 Oireachtas 
Committee on Transport report (details supplied); if her Department will now carry out this 
analysis; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39196/21]

27/07/2021WRLLL01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Free Travel scheme 
provides free travel on the main public and private transport services for those eligible under 
the scheme.  These include road, rail and ferry services provided by companies such as Bus 
Átha Cliath, Bus Éireann and Iarnród Éireann, as well as Luas and services provided by over 80 
private transport operators.  There are currently approximately 1,003,000 customers with direct 
eligibility.  The estimated expenditure on free travel in 2021 is €95 million.

While the Report of the Oireachtas Committee on Transport that the Deputy refers to did 
recommend   uncoupling the link between receipt of particular social welfare payments and 
eligibility for the free travel scheme, it did not specifically recommend a cost analysis of estab-
lishing the free travel scheme as a standalone directly applicable benefit. 

In any event, as explained in response to Parliamentary Question 251 of 8 July 2021, it 
would not be possible for my Department to conduct such a cost analysis on the basis of the 
Report as my Department would need in-depth details of any proposed changes including, but 
not limited to, the new qualifying criteria which would be envisaged as being applicable for the 
scheme; any processes, systems or dependencies associated with such criteria; the type of travel 
pass that would be issued in particular circumstances (e.g., single or companion pass etc.); the 
services to which the revised free travel pass would apply; the number of journeys made using 
the free travel pass and the means by which this would be assessed; the prevailing fares; and the 
type of journeys undertaken, i.e., rail, bus or Luas, etc. 

Furthermore, implementation of the proposed recommendation would entail a fundamental 
change to the very nature of the free travel scheme and a significant increase in the numbers 
qualifying for the scheme – beyond the customer base of the Department – the details of which 
would not be available to this Department.  In essence, uncoupling the link between receipt of 
particular social welfare payments and eligibility for the free travel scheme would so funda-
mentally alter the scheme that it would move it away from the Department of Social Protection 
to become a general transport initiative. 

It could also be expected that extensive negotiations, including negotiations around levels 
of recompense would have to be undertaken with transport operators to ensure their continued 
participation in such a considerably revised scheme. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/07/2021WRLLL02000Social Welfare Benefits

27/07/2021WRLLL021001099. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection if an instruction can 
be given by her Department to a recipient of rent supplement to apply for the housing assistance 
payment; and the circumstances under which such an instruction would be issued. [39220/21]
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27/07/2021WRLLL02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Rent supplement contin-
ues to play a key role in supporting families and individuals in private rented accommodation, 
with the scheme supporting 17,700 active recipients at the end of June 2021.

The scheme provides short-term income support to eligible people living in private rented 
accommodation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do 
not have accommodation available to them from any other source.  The scheme ensures that 
those who were renting, but whose circumstances have changed due to temporary loss of em-
ployment or income, can continue to meet their rental commitments. 

Where rent supplement has been paid for a continuous period of 18 months or more, a desig-
nated person can request a rent supplement recipient to apply for social housing with their local 
authority. Where a person refuses to engage in resolving their long term housing difficulties, 
rent supplement can be discontinued. 

Where a person is not eligible for the rent supplement scheme, they are referred to their lo-
cal housing authority to have their housing needs assessed and, if successful, will be placed on 
the housing list.

Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) which is administered by local authorities, continues to 
provide long term housing to those who have verifiable long term housing needs. Policy relat-
ing to the qualifying conditions for access to HAP is a matter for the Department of Housing, 
Local Government and Heritage. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

  Question No. 1100 answered with Question No. 1089.

  Question No. 1101 answered with Question No. 1089.

  Question No. 1102 answered with Question No. 1089.

27/07/2021WRLLL02600Employment Support Services

27/07/2021WRLLL027001103. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Social Protection number of referrals 
her Department has made to each local employment service office in each of the years 2017 to 
2020, inclusive; the targets for referrals for each office for the same time period; and the targets 
for 2021. [39306/21]

27/07/2021WRLLL02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Local Employment 
Services (LES) provide a one-to-one employment assistance and advice service primarily for 
the long-term unemployed.  

Referrals to this service are managed by the local Intreo Centre and are based on a replace-
ment rate dependent on the speed of movement of clients through the LES and on the agreed 
capacity of the relevant service provider. Referrals to each LES are also subject to changing 
local labour market conditions. There are no annual targets for referrals to the LES, rather the 
Department contracts capacity on an annual basis. 

It should be noted that, due to public health restrictions, referrals to all contracted public em-
ployment services including the LES were suspended on three separate occasions during 2020 
( March, October and December). Referrals for 2021 recommenced in March 2021.

Table 1 Reflects the number of persons who were referred directly by Intreo and who en-
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gaged with Local Employment Service, by provider, in 2017, 2018, 2019, and 2020, inclusive.

Table 1 2017 2018 2019 2020
Northside 864 696 654 651
Ballymun 562 831 624 552
Dublin City NW 851 1055 760 774
Blanchardstown 759 628 410 421
Dublin City SW 231 165 275 258
Dublin City 
Docklands/East-
side

218 322 328 565

Dublin South 
City

244 130 257 171

Dublin 12 454 262 435 450
Ballyfermot 292 354 543 543
Clondalkin 925 950 1160 765
Tallaght 1580 1279 1374 992
Southside 271 845 567 169
Kildare 1259 1367 1257 840
Bray 452 610 552 429
Monaghan 267 408 365 216
Dundalk 447 264 378 166
Drogheda 549 856 858 394
Mayo 65 308 855 553
Galway 316 350 322 354
Limerick 996 1339 1234 1157
Cork 1053 886 831 601
South Kerry 175 484 427 366
Tralee 648 665 564 358
Waterford City 792 379 510 332
Waterford 
County

338 346 363 229

Wexford 937 901 886 644
 - 15545 16680 16789 12950

27/07/2021WRLLL02900Social Welfare Eligibility

27/07/2021WRLLL030001104. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection if those transition-
ing from the pandemic unemployment payment to a jobseeker’s payment will have to comply 
with the rules in relation to seeking work while in receipt of jobseeker’s; if so, the way this will 
work for those in the arts sector or for taxi drivers who are not unemployed but will be treated 
as such while in receipt of a jobseeker’s payment; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39316/21]

27/07/2021WRLLL031001152. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection her views 
on the  fairness and legality of her plans to transition workers in the music and entertainment 
industry from September 2021 from being pandemic unemployment payment recipients to job-
seeker’s, despite them having jobs already that they are not allowed to do due to Government 
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restrictions; if these workers will be targeted by job activation schemes once jobseeker’s; if this 
change in status will mean music and entertainment workers will be required to seek employ-
ment outside of that sector and leave those jobs in order to receive basic income supports; and 
the research that has been conducted into the devastating harm this move could have on Ire-
land’s music and entertainment sector in the medium and long- term. [40714/21]

27/07/2021WRLLL032001158. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will address 
a series of matters in relation to Covid-19 supports (details supplied); and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [40743/21]

27/07/2021WRLLL03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 1104, 1152 and 1158 together.

The Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) was introduced as an emergency measure 
for  qualifying employees and self employed people who lost their employment  as a direct 
result of the Covid-19 pandemic.  To date expenditure on PUP is approximately €8.3 billion.

The requirement for emergency measures is diminishing as more and more people return to 
work as restrictions are gradually lifted.  Government announced changes to PUP including a 
transitional approach to its withdrawal on a tapered basis over 6 months.  From 7th September 
2021 the rate will begin to be gradually reduced on a phased basis in increments of €50 per 
week.  Two further phases of rate changes are scheduled to take place from 16th November 
2021 and 8th of February 2022.  As PUP recipients go on to the €203 rate in each phase, they 
will be transitioned to standard jobseeker terms.

Arrangements will continue for self-employed PUP recipients, including taxi drivers and 
those who work in the arts sector, to take up some limited self-employment.  A person can earn 
up to €960 over an eight week period and maintain their full PUP - this figure is net of expenses.  
I was pleased to introduce this provision to support artists following engagement with the sector 
last year.  Furthermore, if a self-employed person takes up limited self-employment of up to 24 
hours per week they can retain income support under the Part Time Job Incentive and a single 
person will be paid €128.60 per week.  There is no income limit applied in these cases.  The 
extension of the Part Time Job Incentive to self employed people will continue until the end of 
the current year.

The €1,000 Covid-19 Enterprise Support Grant to assist self-employed people to restart 
their business will continue to be available to self-employed people closing PUP claims until 
the end of 2021.  A self-employed person closing their PUP claim to reopen their business will 
be able to avail of this grant even if they have previously claimed it as part of a reopening in 
2020.

The Deputy should be aware that the scheme for self-employed artists on Jobseeker’s Al-
lowance is open to professionals from a wide range of artistic disciplines.  The artists on the 
scheme are exempt from participating in the normal labour market activation activities for a 
period of 12 months; however, all other scheme conditions apply.

I can assure the Deputy that the staff of the Department of Social Protection will take a 
sensible, common sense approach, as they have done throughout the pandemic, and there is 
absolutely no expectation that artists will be required to look for work in other sectors. 

I trust that this clarifies the position at this time.

27/07/2021WRLLL03400Social Welfare Benefits
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27/07/2021WRLLL035001105. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons 
who have been cut-off rent supplement in each of the past five years. [39329/21]

27/07/2021WRLLL03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Rent supplement contin-
ues to play a key role in supporting families and individuals in private rented accommodation, 
with the scheme supporting 17,711 active recipients at the end of June 2021.

The scheme provides short-term income support to eligible people living in private rented 
accommodation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do 
not have accommodation available to them from any other source.  The scheme ensures that 
those who were renting, but whose circumstances have changed due to temporary loss of em-
ployment or income, can continue to meet their rental commitments. 

Since the introduction of HAP, rent supplement continues to revert to its original role of 
providing short-term support to those who have become temporarily unemployed and require 
income support to meet their tenancy cost whilst they seek alternative employment.  The main 
driver for rent supplement claims closing over the last five years has been the on-going transfer 
of long term rent supplement tenancies to HAP.

All of my Department’s schemes, are subject to on-going control reviews and eligibility 
checks. The main reason for rent supplement claims closing over the past five years, (some 
35%,ofclaim closures) was due to customers changing address and establishing new rent sup-
plement tenancies. A further 27% were closed as customers transferred to HAP and other social 
housing options; and 15% were closed as customers regained full-time employment. Approxi-
mately15% of the closures arose due to outstanding documentation or signatures not being 
provided in a reasonable timeframe; and the remaining 8% of claims were closed due to the cus-
tomer not qualifying for the scheme at the point of application, or upon review. For those claims 
closed upon review this would generally be due to the customer regaining full-time employ-
ment. In all cases, were a claim is closed the customer can re-apply or can appeal the decision.

Tabular statement 1 -  provides details of the number of rent supplement claims closed in: 
2016; 2017; 2018; 2019; and January to end of November 2020. 

Tabular statement 2 -  provides details of the number of rent supplement recipients at the end 
of each month for the period December 2020 to June 2021.

Detailed statistics on the number of rent supplement claims closed for the period from end 
of November 2020 to date are not available. 

Table 1 - Number of Rent Supplement Closed Claims

Year Closed Claims
2016 30,785
2017 23,409
2018 16,218
2019 12,279
2020   Jan – Nov 15,057
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Table 2 - Number of Rent Supplement recipients at the end of each month for the pe-
riod December 2020 to June 2021  .

Month Ending Number of Rent Supplement Recipients
December 2020 19,304
January 2021 19,657
February 2021 19,977
March 2021 19,976
April 2021 19,570
May 2021 18,851
June 2021 17,711
I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/07/2021WRLLL03700Social Welfare Eligibility

27/07/2021WRLLL038001106. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Social Protection if the Covid-19 en-
hanced illness benefit will be adapted and made available for those who experience prolonged 
long-Covid symptoms; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39350/21]

27/07/2021WRLLL03900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My Department provides 
a suite of income supports for those who are unable to work due to an illness or disability.  It 
is important to note that entitlement to these supports is generally not contingent on the nature 
of the illness or disability but on the extent to which a particular illness or disability impairs or 
restricts a person’s capacity to work. 

In March of last year, under the Health (Preservation and Protection and other Emergency 
Measures in the Public Interest) Act 2020 (No. 1) and subsequent regulations, the Government 
provided for entitlement to illness benefit for persons who have been diagnosed with Covid-19 
or are a probable source of infection with Covid-19. 

The rate of payment of the enhanced Illness Benefit payment in respect of Covid-19 is 
higher than the normal maximum personal rate for a limited period only.  The measures were 
designed to ensure that where a registered medical practitioner or a HSE medical officer di-
agnoses a person with Covid-19 or identifies him or her as a probable source of infection of 
Covid-19, the person can comply with medical advice to isolate, while having their income 
protected.  This is essential to limit and slow down the spread of the virus, to keep the number 
of people affected to a minimum, and to reduce a peak of cases which would cause extreme 
pressure on the health system. 

The enhanced rate of Illness Benefit was brought in as a short-term public health measure 
and is not a long-term income support payment.  It is payable for 2 weeks where a person is 
isolating as a probable source of infection of Covid-19 and up to 10 weeks where a person has 
been diagnosed with Covid-19.  The purpose of the enhanced Illness Benefit payment in respect 
of Covid-19 is to encourage people to not go to work due to financial constraint when they 
should be in isolation.  

In a case where a person continues to be ill beyond 10 weeks, standard Illness Benefit may 
be paid for an extended period, based on the person’s continued eligibility.  Illness Benefit is 
the primary income support payment for people who are unable to attend work due to illness of 
any type.  Additional payments may also be made in respect of a qualified adult and qualifying 
children. 
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Apart from these income supports, my Department also provides means tested supports un-
der the Supplementary Welfare Allowance scheme for people who are ill but who do not qualify 
for Illness Benefit.  The Department may also make an Exceptional Needs Payment (ENP) to 
help meet essential, once-off expenditure which a person could not reasonably be expected to 
meet from their weekly income.    

Given the comprehensive set of supports available to people who are unable to work due to 
illness, I do not propose to extend the duration of the enhanced Illness Benefit payment at this 
time. 

27/07/2021WRLLL04000Pensions Reform

27/07/2021WRLLL041001107. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Social Protection when the Pen-
sions Commission will finalise its report; if a timeline is in place for same; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [39361/21]

27/07/2021WRLLL04200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Pensions Commis-
sion was established in November 2020 to examine the sustainability of the State Pension sys-
tem and the Social Insurance Fund, in fulfilment of a Programme for Government commitment.  
The Commission was also asked in its Terms of Reference to examine the issue of retirement 
ages in employment contracts that are set below the State Pension qualifying age, and how to 
further accommodate long-term carers in the State Pensions system. 

This is a major and complex body of work.  The Commission has had 17 meetings, and held 
a public consultation process including a Stakeholder Forum.  Details of the Commission’s 
work can be found on its website, pensionscommission.gov.ie. 

The Chairperson of the Commission has written to me to advise that the Commission plans 
to meet at the end of July to finalise its draft report.  Some time will also be required after that 
to complete the report’s production.  

I look forward to receiving the report in due course.  I anticipate that I will bring the Report 
to Government shortly after the summer recess.  The intention is to publish the report at that 
time.  In accordance with the Programme for Government, the Government intends to take ac-
tion having regard to the recommendations of the Commission within six months of receiving 
the report. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

27/07/2021WRLLL04300Social Welfare Schemes

27/07/2021WRLLL044001108. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
claims that have been made to her Department in respect of job clubs staff for enhanced redun-
dancy payments; the number of those awards paid; the number that remain unpaid; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [39433/21]

27/07/2021WRLLL04500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Since 2013, 11 Job Clubs 
did not enter into a new contract and 4 of these Job Clubs made enquiries to my Department in 
respect of redundancy. Claims for enhanced redundancy are a matter for employers.

The Job Club contracts are contracts for service, and they are negotiated and agreed sepa-
rately with each contracting body. The contracting body as per the terms of the contract is 
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responsible for all matters related to the employment and remuneration of its staff. My Depart-
ment has no role in this regard and is not party to any contracts of employment.  

Where a company / employer is unable to pay statutory redundancy to employees it is open 
to them to avail of my Department’s redundancy and insolvency payments’ scheme.

27/07/2021WRLLL04600Social Welfare Benefits

27/07/2021WRLLL047001109. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
persons who had their disability allowance removed in each year since 2016; the number who 
had their disability allowance removed to date in 2021; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [39435/21]

27/07/2021WRLLL04800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Disability Allowance 
(DA) is a weekly allowance for people aged between 16 and 66 with a disability that is expected 
to last for at least one year and who satisfy the medical condition, means test and are habitually 
resident in Ireland.  

The number of persons who had their DA stopped in each of the years 2016 to 2020 and to 
the end of June 2021 is outlined in the table below:

Year DA payments removed 
 2016 7,951 
 2017 7,691
 2018 8,392
 2019 9,721 
 2020 7,409 
 2021 to the end of June 3,726 
I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/07/2021WRLLL04900Social Welfare Schemes

27/07/2021WRLLL050001110. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Social Protection if a list of cat-
egories for removing a disability allowance will be provided; the number removed under each 
category since 2016; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39436/21]

27/07/2021WRLLL05100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Disability Allowance 
(DA) is a weekly allowance for people aged between 16 and 66 with a disability which is ex-
pected to last for at least one year and who satisfy the medical condition, means test and are 
habitually resident in Ireland.  

The Department does not collate data in a format that would enable definitive reporting on 
the reason DA payments are stopped.  Details in respect of the total number of DA payments 
stopped are available and have been provided in answer to parliamentary question 39435/21. 

It is important to note that these DA payments may have been stopped for a number of 
reasons. These include not meeting any one, or more, of the range of qualifying conditions for 
receipt of DA.  Payment stops may also be due, for example, to moving to a different social wel-
fare payment, returning to work or training, or if the customer is now deceased or has moved 
outside the state.
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 I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

  Question No. 1111 answered with Question No. 1089.

  Question No. 1112 answered with Question No. 1094.

  Question No. 1113 answered with Question No. 1089.

27/07/2021WRMMM00200Pension Provisions

27/07/2021WRMMM003001114. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of the case 
of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39456/21]

27/07/2021WRMMM00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I refer the Deputy to my 
previous responses to the following PQs  - 27904/21 of 25 May 2021; 29016/21 of 27 May 
2021; and 31424/21 and 30818/21 of 15 June 2021 - and confirm that there is no change to the 
position on this matter.

27/07/2021WRMMM00500Social Welfare Payments

27/07/2021WRMMM006001115. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason for the 
delays to jobseeker’s payments for self-employed preschool and primary teachers who are ex-
periencing significant delays to their applications; the estimated time for the resolution of these 
delays; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39458/21]

27/07/2021WRMMM00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Department is not 
aware of any delays for Jobseekers Payment for self-employed pre-school and primary teach-
ers. Almost all pre-school and primary teachers are employees and currently there are 9,858 
applications for Jobseekers Allowance and Jobseekers Benefit awarded and in payment. There 
are 953 cases currently with the Department’s Deciding Officers for decision and these will be 
decided over the coming days.  Further details relating to holiday pay is awaited from the De-
partment of Education and other employers in relation to another 987 cases. Once these details 
are received these cases will be processed. 

Claims from customers working in the educational sector continue to be received by the 
Department daily and are being processed promptly.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/07/2021WRMMM00800Employment Support Services

27/07/2021WRMMM009001116. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection her plans to use pri-
vate contractors to provide case officer staff to link in with participants and hosts taking part in 
the work placement experience programme. [39495/21]

27/07/2021WRMMM01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Work Placement Ex-
perience Programme (WPEP) is a key policy initiative under Pillar 2 of the National Recovery 
Programme, launched by Government on the 1st June 2021.  It is also a central measure of 
the Government’s new national employment services strategy, Pathways to Work 2021-2025.  
This sets out the national framework for activation and employment supports to assist persons, 
whose employment has been adversely affected by COVID, back to work, while continuing to 
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support those who were unemployed pre-pandemic.

The Pathways strategy sets out an ambitious plan for investment in training, education, skill 
development, work placement schemes, recruitment subsidies and jobs search. The focus is on 
helping persons who have lost jobs to find new ones, to retrain and develop new skills, in par-
ticular in emerging growth sectors with new employment opportunities

WPEP is a funded work placement scheme to provide work experience for jobseekers who 
have been unemployed for more than six months, including time spent on the pandemic unem-
ployment payment (PUP) and regardless of age. Participation on the WPEP is entirely volun-
tary.

I was very pleased to launch the WPEP on Monday 12th July 2021.  Placements will provide 
unemployed persons with valuable work experience, recognised internationally as being effec-
tive in assisting jobseekers find new jobs.  Payments to participants will be €306 per week plus 
increases for qualified adults and children.  All placements will provide training opportunities 
and in particular, participants will be provided with opportunities to undertake accredited train-
ing as part of the programme. Options include a new QQI accredited work placement award 
which will be delivered by the Education and Training Boards at levels 3, 4 and 5.

The Department’s externally contracted employment support services, which includes Lo-
cal Employment Services (LES), JobPath and Employability, have been briefed on the new pro-
gramme and are encouraged to promote WPEP opportunities to interested jobseekers.  Where 
jobseekers are successful in gaining a WPEP work placement, they will be referred back to the 
Department and be assigned an Intreo Case Officer to work with them throughout their place-
ment.   This Case Officer will support the participant and the host organisation throughout 
the programme and will ensure that the training and other requirements of the placement are 
satisfied.  For example, the Case Officer can advise of suitable training options to achieve the 
required 20 hours of accredited or sector-recognised training, as well as the 60 hours work ex-
perience training, ensure that the participant is being supported by a mentor and deal with any 
issues arising during the placement.  The Case Officer can refer the jobseeker to an ETB if they 
are interested in pursuing the QQI accredited WPEP work experience award at level 3, 4, or 5. 

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputy.

27/07/2021WRMMM01100Employment Support Services

27/07/2021WRMMM012001117. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection if all participants in 
the work placement experience programme will receive a basic payment of €306 a week regard-
less of age. [39496/21]

27/07/2021WRMMM01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Work Placement Ex-
perience Programme (WPEP) is a key policy initiative under Pillar 2 of the National Recovery 
Programme,  launched by Government on the 1st June 2021.  It is also a central measure of 
the Government’s new national employment services strategy; Pathways to Work 2021-2025.  
This sets out the national framework for activation and employment supports to assist persons, 
whose employment has been adversely affected by COVID, back to work while continuing to 
support those who were unemployed pre-pandemic. 

The Pathways strategy sets out an ambitious plan for investment in training, education, skill 
development, work placement schemes, recruitment subsidies and jobs search. The focus is on 
helping persons who have lost jobs find a new ones, retrain and  develop new skills, in particular 
in emerging growth sectors with new employment opportunities. 
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WPEP is a key policy initiative under this the new strategy.  It is a funded work placement 
scheme to provide work experience for 10,000 jobseekers who have been unemployed for more 
than six months, including time spent on the pandemic unemployment payment (PUP), regard-
less of age. Participation on WPEP is entirely voluntary. 

I can confirm to the Deputy that all participants will receive a personal weekly allowance 
of €306 per week regardless of age, other income or means. This is equivalent to the national 
minimum wage. In addition, participants will continue to receive any underlying social welfare 
entitlements for qualified adults and children and any underlying secondary welfare benefits 
they had an entitlement to prior to commencing a WPEP placement.  

I was very pleased to launch the WPEP on Monday 12th July 2021.  Placements will provide 
unemployed persons with valuable work experience, recognised internationally as being effec-
tive in assisting jobseekers find new jobs. All placements will provide training opportunities 
and in particular participants will be provided with opportunities to undertake accredited train-
ing as part of the programme. Options include a new QQI accredited work placement award 
which will be delivered by the Education and Training Boards at levels 3,4 and 5.  In recogni-
tion of this training and development component of the scheme and the value of the new options 
for accredited and sector recognised learning,  the Department of Further and Higher Educa-
tion, Innovation and Skills through the National Training Fund (NFT) is investing €27 million 
in the scheme. The NTF will be repaid if funding from the EU is secured under the National 
Resilience and Recovery Plan for this element of WPEP.

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputy.

27/07/2021WRMMM01400Public Services Card

27/07/2021WRMMM015001118. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of public 
services cards that have expired and not been automatically replaced in 2021; the efforts being 
made to reissue these expired cards and reduce the waiting time for those who request a replace-
ment card; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39608/21]

27/07/2021WRMMM01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Public Services Card 
(PSC) is proof that a person has authenticated their identity through the SAFE registration pro-
cess. My Department does not automatically renew PSCs. This is because a new photograph of 
the person is required for the renewed card.

My Department is compiling figures on the number of PSCs that have expired and have not 
been replaced this year and these figures will be forwarded to the Deputy when they are avail-
able.

In March 2020, following the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, my Department closed its 
offices in accordance with the prevailing public health restrictions.  This meant face to face PSC 
appointments, including PSC renewal appointments, had to be deferred.  As a result, automatic 
invites to those whose PSC was due to expire were suspended, to ensure customers were not 
directed to attend offices which were closed at that time.  

As part of my Department’s response during the pandemic, a facility was introduced where-
by a person can have the validity period of their PSC extended by three years, by calling an 
office of the Department or by calling 1890 927 999.  These extended cards, issued on request, 
use the existing photograph, and do not necessitate attendance at a face-to-face appointment.  

More recently, my Department has introduced a new online PSC renewal service, available 
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on MyWelfare.ie.

Since 17 May 2021, PSC appointments have resumed in Intreo Centres and Branch Offices 
countrywide.  An average of 1,000 appointments are held daily and additional resources have 
been assigned to increase the daily appointment capacity.  

Cards renewed through the new MyWelfare service, or by attendance at a PSC renewal ap-
pointment, and which use an up to date photograph, are valid for 10 years.

It is important to note that holders of expired free travel PSCs have at all times retained 
their entitlement to free travel.  For this reason, an agreement was put in place with the National 
Transport Authority and transport service providers, whereby expired free travel cards are ac-
cepted for travel on public transport services.  Expired PSCs can also continue to be used to 
collect social welfare payments in Post Offices nationwide, and to verify MyGovID accounts. 

Officials in my Department are currently exploring options to automatically replace expired 
PSCs for a temporary period.  This option will be analysed and any risks mitigated before it 
could be implemented. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

  Question No. 1119 answered with Question No. 1094.

27/07/2021WRMMM01800Departmental Communications

27/07/2021WRMMM019001120. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Social Protection when the ded-
icated Houses of the Oireachtas lines of communication with her Department will be reopened; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39630/21]

27/07/2021WRMMM02000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My Department provides 
a dedicated mailbox for each of the main schemes whereby Teachtaí Dála can raise specific 
queries for their constituents directly with the relevant scheme area. These mailboxes are moni-
tored every day and have been operating efficiently and effectively to provide quick responses 
on queries raised.

With the onset of COVID-19, the imposition of social distancing meant that my Department 
had to reduce the number of staff working from within the traditional office environment. Large 
numbers of  scheme administration staff are now successfully working from home. My Depart-
ment has been able to redirect work to them electronically and overall productivity has been 
maintained at pre-COVID levels.

While the main Customer Call Centres were maintained, the operation of the scheme level 
TD Enquiry lines had to be suspended in some areas. This is being kept under ongoing review 
and as and when social distancing measures are eased and more staff can work safely in the 
Department’s offices, I hope to be in a position to reintroduce these enquiry lines.

Some areas of my Department have been in a position to reintroduce the TD enquiry line 
sooner than others and as they are reintroduced details are being made available to Deputies.

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

27/07/2021WRMMM02100Disability Services
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27/07/2021WRMMM022001121. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Social Protection if a person can self-
refer to an employability programme; if not, if the process is being revised; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [39708/21]

27/07/2021WRMMM02300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): EmployAbility is a spe-
cialised employment support service dedicated to improving employment outcomes for job 
seekers that have a physical or mental disability. To access the service clients must be referred 
through Intreo, the Public Employment Service. 

In practice, any individual may approach an Employability service provider who will be 
happy to discuss the service with them and if appropriate direct them towards the Intreo service 
for formal referral. If there is a particular individual circumstance the Deputy wishes to raise 
she may wish to contact my office and officials from the Department will examine the matter. 

  Question No. 1122 answered with Question No. 1094.

27/07/2021WRMMM02500Social Welfare Schemes

27/07/2021WRMMM026001123. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of passenger 
journeys for which her Department compensated the licensed transport operators under the free 
travel scheme in respect of each year from 2015 to 2020 and during the period January to June 
2021 in respect of licensed routes (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [39819/21]

27/07/2021WRMMM02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The free travel scheme 
permits free travel on most CIE public transport services, Luas and a range of services offered 
by some 80 private operators countrywide for those eligible under the scheme.  The scheme 
is available to all people aged over 66 and those under age 66 on qualified payments, who are 
living legally and permanently in the State.  At the end of June, there were 1,002,682 customers 
eligible for Free Travel.  

The transport provider concerned was a participant in the Free Travel scheme during the 
periods 2015 to 2020 and from January to June 2021, for the routes specified by the Deputy and 
has been paid accordingly for the carriage of Free Travel passengers. 

It is not possible to provide the number of passenger journeys requested by the Deputy for 
the periods concerned as my Department does not hold this information.  

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

  Question No. 1124 answered with Question No. 1094.

  Question No. 1125 answered with Question No. 1094.

27/07/2021WRMMM03000Social Welfare Benefits

27/07/2021WRMMM031001126. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Social Protection if the increase 
for the qualified child payment has stopped for dependants over 18 years of age; if so, the steps 
she is taking to address this; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39828/21]

27/07/2021WRMMM03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Increases for a Qualified 
Child (IQCs) are paid as child-related supplements to most weekly social welfare payments in 
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recognition of the need for greater incomes among benefit-dependent households with depen-
dent children.  There have been no changes to the arrangements in relation to children aged 18 
to 22.

An IQC is payable in respect of qualified children until age 18 on all schemes where IQCs 
apply.

Where the dependent child is aged between 18 and 22 and in full-time education an IQC 
continues to be payable where the customer is in receipt of (i) a long-term payment, (ii) a short-
term payment, such as Jobseeker’s Benefit or Illness Benefit for 156 days, or (iii) has an accu-
mulation of at least 156 days of relevant payments.

Where a student reaches 18 during the academic year, but the customer is in receipt of a 
short-term payment and does not satisfy the 156 days requirement, the IQC will continue to be 
paid in respect of that child up to the 30th June following their 18th birthday or until they com-
plete the full-time day course, whichever is earlier.

Where a student reaches age 22 during an academic year, payment of the IQC is continued 
for the duration of that academic year, provided he or she remains in full-time education until 
then. 

In Budget 2021, I increased the weekly rates of IQC payment to €38 for a child under 12 and 
to €45 for a child aged 12 or over. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

27/07/2021WRMMM03300Social Welfare Benefits

27/07/2021WRMMM034001127. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
children that applied for the back to school clothing and footwear allowance in each of the years 
2016 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; and the breakdown of these applications that 
were approved or rejected. [39840/21]

27/07/2021WRMMM03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The back to school cloth-
ing and footwear allowance (BSCFA) scheme provides a once-off payment to eligible families 
to assist with the costs of clothing and footwear when children start or return to school each 
autumn.  The Government has provided €53.5m for the scheme in 2021 which operates from 
June to September.

The allowance is payable for eligible children between the ages of 4 and 17 in respect of 
whom a qualified child increase is being paid. It is also payable to those between the ages of 
18 and 22 who are in full-time second level education and in respect of whom a qualified child 
allowance is being paid.  

The majority of customers are awarded BSCFA automatically and these customers are no-
tified of their award.  This year, these customers were notified of their award by the 21 June.  
Customers who have not received notification of an automated award need to apply for the 
BSCFA before the closing date, 30 September 2021.

The number of customers that applied for the BSCFA in each of the years 2016 to 2020 and 
to date in 2021, and the breakdown of the applications awarded and refused is set out in tabular 
form below. 
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Year Total 
Awards 
(custom-
ers)

Total 
Awards 
(children)

Auto 
Awards 
(custom-
ers)

Auto 
Awards 
(children)

Manual 
Applica-
tions 
Received

Manual 
Awards 
(custom-
ers)

Manual 
Awards 
(children)

Refusals

2016 152,108 283,000 108,805 193,327 51,941 43,303 89,673 8,638
2017 150,867 275,416 113,801 204,957 47,759 37,592 70,459 10,167
2018 144,040 266,462 104,461 190,308 50,815 39,579 76,154 11,236
2019 143,146 263,405 116,614 212,078 39,496 26,532 51,327 12,964
2020 143,324 264,453 115,552 212,045 44,330 27,772 52,408 16,558
2021 (up to 
22/07/2021)

116,036 213,481 111,125 203,747 23,982 4,911 9,734 3,253

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/07/2021WRMMM03600Civil Registration Service

27/07/2021WRMMM037001128. Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Minister for Social Protection when the Civil Regis-
tration Service phoneline and email will be operational again; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [39851/21]

27/07/2021WRMMM03800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The phone line and email 
referred to by the Deputy are maintained by the Health Services Executive which operates the 
civil registration service.

I have been informed that the HSE are dealing with a large backlog of applications for cer-
tificates and registrations and that this is affecting the operation of their phone line and email 
service. 

I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

27/07/2021WRMMM03900Civil Registration Service

27/07/2021WRMMM040001129. Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will report on 
recent reported delays in processing registrations of births and deaths in Dublin; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [39852/21]

27/07/2021WRMMM04100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The HSE is responsible 
for the registration of birth and deaths.  The Deputy will be aware of the significant impact of 
the recent cyber-attack on its ICT systems.    I understand from the HSE that the registration 
services have been particularly affected in the Dublin area where the electronic transfer of birth 
data from maternity hospitals to the registration services has not been fully restored.  A signifi-
cant number of deaths await registration as a consequence of the registration system not being 
available to staff for at least four weeks.

Birth notification services have been significantly restored and the backlog of birth registra-
tions is being cleared.  I understand that good progress is being made with registering deaths.  
Staff in the Eastern Registration Office also have a backlog of certificates ordered by member 
of the public.

I am assured that the HSE has provided additional staff resources, consistent with ensuring 
social distancing in the workplace, to support existing staff to deal with the backlog caused by 
the disruption to registration services.
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I hope this clarifies matters for the Deputy.

27/07/2021WRMMM04200Departmental Expenditure

27/07/2021WRMMM043001130. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Social Protection the anticipated cost to the 
Exchequer in 2022 of a waiver of waiting days on social welfare payments by category of pay-
ment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39872/21]

27/07/2021WRMMM04400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The estimated annual cost 
to the Exchequer in 2022 of a waiver of waiting days for Jobseeker’s Allowance would be ap-
proximately €10 million and for Jobseeker’s Benefit would be approximately €22.4 million. 

The estimated annual cost for Illness Benefit and Occupational Injury Benefit (combined 
figure) is approximately €25 million (excluding additional ICT and staffing costs).  

I understand that there are no waiting days for other illness, disability or carers payments.

27/07/2021WRMMM04500Social Welfare Eligibility

27/07/2021WRMMM046001131. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Social Protection when a decision 
will be made on an application for illness benefit for a person (details supplied) in County Cork; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39950/21]

27/07/2021WRMMM04700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Illness Benefit claim 
from the person concerned has been awarded at a rate of €203.00 per week. They have been 
fully paid up to date, and they are currently medically certified as unfit for work until the 25th 
July 2021.

 I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

27/07/2021WRMMM04800Departmental Bodies

27/07/2021WRMMM049001132. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Social Protection the agencies and State 
organisations under her Department that are receiving State funding that do not have to declare 
salaries of employees under the 2016 code of governance; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [40043/21]

27/07/2021WRMMM05000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The statutory bodies op-
erating under the aegis of my Department are the Citizens Information Board, the Pensions 
Authority, the Pensions Council and the Social Welfare Tribunal. The 2016 Code of Practice for 
the Governance of State Bodies states that ‘State bodies are required to publish in theirannual 
report details of non-salary-related fees paid in respect of the Board, analysed by category, and 
the salary of the CEO.’

The fees and expenses paid to  members of the Citizens Information Board are reported in 
its Annual Financial Statement, the most recent audited version of which is 2019. The salary of 
the CEO is published in that document:

www.citizensinformationboard.ie/downloads/cib/Financial_Accounts_2019.en.pdf.

Similarly the fees to the Chairperson of the Pensions Authority and the salary of the Pen-
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sions Regulator (equivalent to CEO)  are published in its Annual Report:

www.pensionsauthority.ie/en/about_us/annual_reports/the_pensions_authority_annual_re-
port_and_accounts_2019.pdf.

The board members of the Pensions Council and the Social Welfare Tribunal do not receive 
fees for performance of their functions.

27/07/2021WRMMM05100Social Welfare Eligibility

27/07/2021WRMMM052001133. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an ap-
plication for an invalidity pension by a person (details supplied); and when they can expect a 
decision on their case. [40057/21]

27/07/2021WRMMM05300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): An application for In-
validity Pension (INVP) was received from the person concerned on 28 May 2021. She was 
awarded INVP with effect from 3 June 2021.  The first payment will issue to her nominated 
bank account on the 5 August 2021. 

Any arrears due (less any overlapping social welfare payment) will issue in due course.  The 
person in question was notified of this decision on the 22 July 2021.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

  Question No. 1134 answered with Question No. 1094.

27/07/2021WRNNN00300Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

27/07/2021WRNNN004001135. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will allow the 
pandemic unemployment payment to remain at its current rate of €350 per week for persons 
involved in the events sector support scheme. [40203/21]

27/07/2021WRNNN005001136. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will review the 
pandemic unemployment payment criteria for recipients who were employed in the music and 
entertainment businesses to assess their eligibility given their work is periodic and they should 
be allowed to sign back on to the payment after 8 July 2021; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [40208/21]

27/07/2021WRNNN006001137. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will allow the 
pandemic unemployment payment to remain at its current rate of €350 per week for persons 
involved in the events sector support scheme. [40264/21]

27/07/2021WRNNN007001148. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention 
has been drawn to a potential conflict between two Government supports, the live performance 
support scheme and the pandemic unemployment payment, by which if a person in the live 
entertainment sector gets short-term employment through the live performance support scheme 
it may force them permanently off the pandemic unemployment payment by going above the 
€960 allowable income threshold; her views on whether this will act as a disincentive to take up 
short-term employment opportunities; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40599/21]

27/07/2021WRNNN008001154. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if workers in 
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the music and entertainment sector fortunate enough to receive a few days’ work through the 
live performance support scheme will be expected or required to give up their only guaranteed 
support of the pandemic unemployment payment if the funds they receive through the scheme 
results in them earning more than the allowed €960 over an eight week period. [40717/21]

27/07/2021WRNNN009001155. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the basis on 
which her Department requires workers who receive funding under the live performance sup-
port scheme to come off the pandemic unemployment payment if the scheme brings them above 
the threshold of €960 over an eight week period, despite other Government supports such as the 
small business assistance scheme for Covid-19, music and entertainment business assistance 
scheme and Covid recovery support scheme not affecting a person’s eligibility for the pandemic 
unemployment payment; if it is not the longstanding Government practice to view business 
expenses over an annual period rather than in eight week period instalments; and her views on 
whether self-employed workers in the music and entertainment sector in particular are unfairly 
disadvantaged and discouraged from accepting live performance support scheme funding due 
to this eight week rule. [40719/21]

27/07/2021WRNNN01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 1135 to 1137, inclusive, 1148, 1154 and 1155 together.

The Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) was introduced as an emergency measure in 
the exceptional circumstances of Covid-19 to help cushion the financial impact on people tem-
porarily laid-off work as a direct result of public health measures mandated by the Government.  
To date expenditure on the scheme is approximately €8.3 billion.

As public health restrictions are lifted and employments gradually reopen, the need for 
emergency measures is diminished.  The PUP is closed for new applications from 7th July as 
the Government is not anticipating any further job losses directly attributable to Covid-19.  A 
person is advised to close their PUP on the day that they return to work to ensure that their claim 
is processed correctly. 

The Government acknowledges that some sectors including the live entertainment sector 
will be impacted for a longer period.  To allow as much time as possible for the economy to 
recover and employments to reopen, there will be no change to the PUP rate until September 
when it will be gradually reduced on a tapered basis over a 6 month period back to Jobseekers 
terms. 

From 7th September the PUP will begin to be gradually reduced on a phased basis in in-
crements of €50 per week which will take effect in payments on 14th September.  Two further 
phases of rate changes are scheduled to take place from 16th November 2021 and 8th of Febru-
ary 2022.  As PUP recipients go on to the €203 rate in each phase, they will be transitioned to 
standard jobseeker terms.

The Deputies will understand that it would not be fair or practical to make an exception to 
these changes on a sectoral basis. 

Arrangements will continue for self-employed PUP recipients to earn up to €960 over an 
eight week period and maintain their full PUP; this figure is net of expenses.  Where a person is 
self employed for up to 24 hours per week and their self employment income exceeds this earn-
ings threshold, they may apply for the Part Time Job Incentive for Self employed.  Qualifying 
recipients of the scheme receive a payment of €128.60 per week and there is no income limit 
applied in these cases.  The extension of the Part Time Job Incentive to self-employed people 
will continue until the end of the current year. 
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Furthermore, the €1,000 Covid-19 Enterprise Support Grant to assist self-employed people 
to restart their business will continue to be available to self-employed people closing PUP 
claims until the end of 2021.  A self-employed person closing their PUP claim to reopen their 
business will be able to avail of this grant even if they have previously claimed it as part of a 
reopening in 2020.

The Live Performance Support Scheme is a matter for my colleague the Minister for Tour-
ism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media, Deputy Catherine Martin T.D.

I trust that this clarifies the position for the Deputies. 

  Question No. 1136 answered with Question No. 1135.

  Question No. 1137 answered with Question No. 1135.

27/07/2021WRNNN01300Social Welfare Eligibility

27/07/2021WRNNN014001138. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection the position in 
relation to child benefit payments to EU citizens whose children reside elsewhere in the EU in 
the context of the UK post-Brexit; if such payments have been discontinued in respect of UK 
citizens resident in Ireland whose children are residing in the UK; if the estimated full year cost 
in respect of this cohort of recipients will be provided; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [40430/21]

27/07/2021WRNNN01500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Social security co-ordina-
tion across the EU and the EEA is governed by Regulation (EC) No. 883/2004 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 on the coordination of social security systems.     

The Department of Social Protection agreed a reciprocal agreement in the field of social 
security with the UK under the Common Travel Area arrangements.   This agreement, known 
as the Convention on Social Security, mirrors the social security provisions of Regulation (EC) 
No. 883/2004 so as to maintain the status quo post-Brexit.    This means that under the terms 
of the Convention, Irish and British citizens living in either country will maintain the right to 
benefit from social insurance contributions made when working in either country and to access 
social insurance payments, including Child Benefit, on the same basis as prior to Brexit.   Ac-
cordingly, there are no changes to the receipt of Child Benefit payments as a result of Brexit.

The measures designed to maintain access to social insurance payments do not give rise to 
any Exchequer costs over and above those that would have arisen had the UK remained in the 
EU.   In 2020, the cost of child benefit payments where Ireland has primary competence and the 
child resides in the UK was approximately €3.9 million.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

27/07/2021WRNNN01600Pension Provisions

27/07/2021WRNNN017001139. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regard-
ing the provision of pensions or other beneficial payments for current and former community 
employment supervisors; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40431/21]

27/07/2021WRNNN018001143. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Social Protection the progress on the 
provision of pensions for community employment scheme supervisors; and if she will make a 
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statement on the matter. [40492/21]

27/07/2021WRNNN01900Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Joe O’Brien): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1139 and 1143 together.

As the Deputies will be aware, CE supervisors and CE assistant supervisors have been seek-
ing for several years, through their union representatives, the allocation of Exchequer funding to 
implement a 2008 Labour Court recommendation relating to the provision of a pension scheme 
for CE supervisors and assistant supervisors who are employed by CE scheme sponsors.  This 
claim creates some difficulties because the State is not the employer of the supervisors.

Within this context, officials from my Department and the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform held discussions on proposals to progress and resolve this complex issue, 
while having regard to the wider budgetary framework.  Department officials also held discus-
sions with unions representing CE supervisors and CE assistant supervisors.

At the start of April, agreement was reached with the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform on proposals to resolve the long-standing issue.  These proposals include a financial 
package.

I am confident these proposals are a solid basis for progressing and resolving this complex 
issue.  Discussions on these proposals are ongoing between my Department and the unions 
representing CE supervisors and CE assistant supervisors.  The unions have made a number of 
observations, and these are now being examined by my officials in conjunction with the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform. 

My officials are continuing to progress this matter as a priority, and I would hope that these 
discussions can reach a conclusion in the near future.

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputies.

27/07/2021WRNNN02000Pension Provisions

27/07/2021WRNNN021001140. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will increase 
the old age pension in Budget 2022 in view of rising costs of living for pensioners and the 
pressures that these costs are putting pensioners under; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [40436/21]

27/07/2021WRNNN02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I will be considering op-
tions for Budget 2022 over the coming months in the context of available resources. 

In addition, as provided for in the Programme for Government, a Commission on Pensions 
was established.  As part of its work, the Commission was asked to develop a range of options 
for the Government to consider in order to address the sustainability of the state pension and the 
Social Insurance Fund in terms of pension age, eligibility criteria, contribution rates, pension 
calculation methods and pension payment rates.

The Commission is due to report to me in the near future and the Government has commit-
ted to taking action on its recommendations within six months.

27/07/2021WRNNN02300Social Welfare Eligibility
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27/07/2021WRNNN024001141. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of persons awaiting determination of their application for the jobseeker’s allowance in County 
Clare; the current wait time; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40473/21]

27/07/2021WRNNN02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In the week ending 25th 
July 2021, 11,624 Jobseeker claims were awaiting decision; 95 of these claims are associated 
with social welfare offices in County Clare.  I am advised that it is only possible to provide 
processing times data on a national basis. The average time to award a Jobseeker’s Allowance 
claim in June 2021 was one week, and the average time to award a Jobseeker’s Benefit claim in 
June 2021 was also one week. 

27/07/2021WRNNN02600Public Services Card

27/07/2021WRNNN027001142. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection if an appointment 
will be made for a person (details supplied) to receive their PPSN; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40482/21]

27/07/2021WRNNN02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The person concerned 
made an application for a Personal Public Service (PPS) Number in January 2021.  Additional 
information was sought by my officials in order to progress the application. However, it appears 
the information was not provided and so the application expired after 21 days. 

The person concerned recently submitted a new application online but had not uploaded 
proof of address or a valid reason for the PPS Number.  If the person concerned is applying for 
a PPS Number to take up employment, he must have a signed offer of employment from his 
employer confirming when his job is due to start or when it started.  This letter should be on 
company headed paper with the employer’s contact details and employer/company registered 
number.

An official from my department has contacted the person concerned regarding the outstand-
ing documentation.

I trust this clarifies the matter.

  Question No. 1143 answered with Question No. 1139.

27/07/2021WRNNN03000Social Welfare Benefits

27/07/2021WRNNN031001144. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Social Protection if she plans to change 
the system in which there is a euro per euro deduction in relation to payments of jobseeker’s 
allowance for those in self-employment outside of farming and fishing; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [40493/21]

27/07/2021WRNNN03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Jobseeker’s Allowance 
is a social assistance statutory payment provided for people, including those who are self-
employed, who are unable to find full time employment. Social assistance payments are based 
on an income need.  The means test determines whether or not an income need arises as a con-
sequence of a particular contingency, such as disability, unemployment or caring.  This ensures 
that the recipient has a verifiable income need and that resources are targeted to those who need 
them most.  Social welfare legislation provides that the means test takes account of the income 
and assets of the person, and spouse/partner if applicable, applying for the relevant scheme.  
This reflects the expectation that people with reasonable amounts of income or property are 
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in a position to use that income, or to realise the value of the property, to support themselves 
without having to rely solely on a means-tested welfare payment.In general, earnings from em-
ployment are assessed as income across all of my Department’s schemes.  However a certain 
amount of income from employment or other sources is not assessed. This is known as an in-
come disregard which may differ depending on the particular scheme. In the case of Jobseeker’s 
Allowance, there is an extensive list of expenses that can be offset against income from self-
employment.  Any changes to the means test is kept under review in a budgetary context.There 
are no plans to change the means test at this time along the lines suggested by the Deputy.I trust 
that this clarifies the position.

27/07/2021WRNNN03300Pensions Reform

27/07/2021WRNNN034001145. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of the Total 
Contributions Approach 2012 review for those effected by the 2012 rate band changes; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [40521/21]

27/07/2021WRNNN03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): A policy to introduce the 
Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to pensions calculation was adopted by Government in 
the National Pensions Framework in 2010.

In advance of this, in January 2018, the Government agreed to a proposal that allows pen-
sioners affected by the 2012 changes in rate bands to have their pension entitlement calculated 
using an interim “Total Contributions Approach” (TCA) which includes up to 20 years of the 
newly introduced HomeCaring periods.The provision for the HomeCaring Periods Scheme 
fundamentally changed the entitlement of many who spent time out of the workforce caring for 
others.  It, for the first time, acknowledged home caring periods prior to 1994.  Interim TCA 
provides for up to 20 years of home caring periods to be considered.  Those who have a 40 year 
record of paid and credited social insurance contributions, subject to a maximum of 20 years of 
credits/homecaring periods, qualify for a maximum contributory pension where they satisfy the 
other qualifying conditions for the scheme.    

Since April 2019 all new State (Contributory) Pension applications are assessed under all 
possible rate calculation methods, including the Yearly Average and Interim TCA methods, with 
the most beneficial rate paid to the pensioner.

With respect to those impacted by the 2012 rate band changes, work began on examining 
the social insurance records of over 94,000 pensioners in September 2018.  Where these re-
views resulted in an increase in the pensioner’s rate of payment, the increase was backdated to 
30 March 2018 or the pensioners 66th birthday, as appropriate.  As at the end of October 2019, 
with the project completed, 94,258 reviews had been finalised; of these, 53,092 (56%) were 
women and 41,166 (44%) were men.  Of the 53,092 women reviewed, 28,528 (54%) received 
an increase while the rest remained on their existing rate.  Of the 41,166 men reviewed, 9,956 
(24%) received an increase and the remainder continued to receive their same rate of payment.  
No pensioner had their pension payment reduced as part of this review. 

As part of the Programme for Government, a Commission on Pensions was set up to look 
at sustainability and eligibility issues with the State Pension and the Social Insurance Fund.  
More broadly, it is also considering the issue of retirement ages in employment contracts and 
how the pension system can further accommodate carers, who are predominantly women.  The 
Commission will outline options for the Government to address issues such as qualifying age, 
contribution rates, total contributions and eligibility requirements.  The Commission is due to 
report on its findings in the near future which the Government will then consider.I hope this 
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clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

27/07/2021WRNNN03600Social Welfare Code

27/07/2021WRNNN037001146. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of mea-
sures to address anomalies in the homemaker’s scheme for those who provided the majority of 
their caring prior to 1994; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40522/21]

27/07/2021WRNNN03800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Since its inception, the 
State Pension (Contributory) has been calculated using the Yearly Averaging approach (i.e., a 
person’s contributions are divided by the number of years from the year they first paid social 
insurance to the year before their 66th birthday) and the pension they receive is determined 
by this average amount.  A policy to introduce a new Total Contributions Approach (TCA) to 
pensions calculation was adopted by Government in the National Pensions Framework in 2010 
- with a possible implementation date of 2020.

In January 2018, the Government introduced an interim Total Contributions Approach 
(TCA) to the calculation of State Pension that allows pensioners who reached pension age from 
September 2012 (i.e., those born on or after 1 September 1946), to have their pension entitle-
ment calculated by reference to the totality of their social insurance contributions - as opposed 
to the timing of them or the averaging of them over the years spent in the social insurance 
system.  This interim TCA includes up to 20 years of new HomeCaring Periods which can be 
claimed for any year in which they occurred - they are not limited to years since 1994.  As a 
consequence, this interim TCA has significantly benefited many people, particularly women, 
whose work history includes an extended period of time outside the paid workplace, while rais-
ing families or in a caring role.

Separately, under the Yearly Averaging approach to pension calculation, the Homemaker’s 
Scheme makes qualification for a higher rate of State pension contributory easier for those who 
take time out of the workforce for caring duties.  This scheme, which was introduced in and 
took effect for periods from 1994, allows up to 20 years spent caring for children under 12 years 
of age, or caring for incapacitated people over that age, to be disregarded when a person’s social 
insurance record is being averaged for pension purposes.  This has the effect of increasing the 
yearly average of the pensioner, which is used to set the rate of his or her pension.  A detailed 
exercise conducted in 2017 to estimate the cost of backdating it in respect of periods before its 
introduction in 1994 concluded that it would cost c.€290m in 2017 and would grow consider-
ably every year from its introduction.  At that time, that cost represented circa 4% of annual 
pension spend – which would suggest that for 2021 it would cost in the region of €353m based 
on the Revised Estimates Allocation for Pensions spend in 2021 of €8.8257 billion.

People whose pensions were decided under the 2000-2012 rate bands (i.e., those born be-
fore 1 September 1946) were subject to a significantly more generous payment regime than 
those who qualified after 1 September 2012, as a Yearly Average of only 20 contributions per 
year (out of a maximum of 52) could attract a 98% pension.  Therefore, if pre-2012 pensioners 
were also allowed avail of HomeCaring Periods, their arrangements, as a group, would continue 
to be significantly more generous than those of post-2012 pensioners.  There would also be a 
very significant cost which would be expected to be of the order of several hundred millions 
of euros each year - similar to an expansion of the Homemaker’s Scheme.  This in turn could 
significantly impact funds for future pension increases with consequential implications for pen-
sioner poverty.

For those with insufficient contributions to meet the requirements for a State pension (con-
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tributory), they may qualify for a means tested State pension (non-contributory), the maximum 
personal rate for which is €237 (over 95% of the maximum rate of the contributory pension).  
This rate of payment does not include rent allowance, household benefits or fuel allowance.  
Alternatively, if their spouse is a State pensioner and they have significant household means, 
their most beneficial payment may be an Increase for a Qualified Adult, based on their personal 
means, and amounting up to 90% of a full contributory pension.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/07/2021WRNNN03900Gender Recognition

27/07/2021WRNNN040001147. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Social Protection when legisla-
tion will be introduced to enable 16 and 17 year olds obtain a gender recognition certificate with 
parental approval; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40573/21]

27/07/2021WRNNN04100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The report of the Review 
Group for the Gender Recognition Act  was published on 18th July 2018. The Minister reported 
to the Oireachtas on the 26th November 2019 on the recommendations of the Review Group 
and published the report in the same month.   The main recommendations of the Review Group 
contained proposals to remove the age barrier for a gender recognition certificate, subject to 
parental consent, and third party support, but removing any requirement for medical reports or 
Court processes. 

While work was commenced in relation to these and other matters at the start of 2020, the 
need to devote resources within my Department to the public health crisis and associated mat-
ters has meant that it has not yet been possible to further progress this work.  However, the mat-
ter will be kept under review and the measures remain part of the Programme for Government.  

  Question No. 1148 answered with Question No. 1135.

27/07/2021WRNNN04300Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRNNN044001149. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Social Protection the last occasion 
on which a Department-wide review of all funding within her Department took place; the fre-
quency of such reviews; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40643/21]

27/07/2021WRNNN04500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Department admin-
isters schemes funded from the Exchequer through Vote 37 and schemes funded through the 
Social Insurance Fund (SIF).  The Department reviews the funding required on an ongoing 
basis, including:

1. Each month, the Department reviews and estimates the actual expenditure for all schemes 
and subheads, for the Exchequer Statement published by the Departments of Finance and Pub-
lic Expenditure and Reform;

2. A detailed review of expenditure for each subhead to inform the Pre-Budget estimate of 
the Department’s expenditure for the following year is carried out in Quarter 3 each year;

3. The funding of the SIF is reviewed on an ongoing basis, having regard to trends in PRSI 
receipts and expenditure on SIF schemes.  During periods when the SIF is in deficit, as is the 
case currently, the Department reviews the amount of Subvention required from the Exchequer, 
based on ongoing expenditure on SIF schemes;
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4. As the year progresses, the Department reviews estimated outturn on all schemes against 
the original estimates voted by the Dáil.  If overall expenditure is likely to exceed the funding 
provided by the Dáil, a Supplementary Estimate is sought. 

27/07/2021WRNNN04600Live Register

27/07/2021WRNNN047001150. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection the latest live regis-
ter figures for County Kerry; the percentage change in the county since the Covid-19 peak; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [40675/21]

27/07/2021WRNNN04800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In June 2021, 175,281 
people were on the Live Register, with 5,833 in county Kerry.  Between March 2020 and June 
2021, the Live Register peaked at 244,562 in July 2020;  with 8,301 people in county Kerry. 
The  June 2021 figure represents an overall decrease in the Live Register of 28.3%, and a de-
crease of 29.7% in county Kerry. 

27/07/2021WRNNN04900Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

27/07/2021WRNNN050001151. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on 
whether it is fair to cut from September 2021 onwards the only financial support for workers 
in the music and entertainment sector who remain without a roadmap, date or plan for getting 
back to work and whose work is prohibited because of Government restrictions; and if she will 
reconsider reducing their only source of income the pandemic unemployment payment by €100 
per person in the lead up to Christmas. [40713/21]

27/07/2021WRNNN051001153. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection if an exemp-
tion will be made to the planned pandemic unemployment payment cuts for sectors such as the 
music and entertainment sector that remain under restrictions to the point that their workers 
cannot work. [40715/21]

27/07/2021WRNNN05200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 1151 and 1153 together.

The Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) was introduced as an emergency measure 
for qualifying employees and self -employed people who lost their employment, as a direct 
result of the Covid-19 pandemic.  To date expenditure on PUP is approximately €8.3 billion. 

The number of people availing of PUP has reached its lowest level since its introduction 
with just over 202,00 receiving a payment last week representing a drop of over 280,000 since 
the numbers in receipt of PUP peaked this year at around 482,000 in February. 

It is clear that the requirement for emergency measures is diminishing as restrictions are 
gradually lifted and employments are reopening.  The Government, under its National Eco-
nomic Recovery Plan, has announced changes to PUP including a transitional approach to its 
withdrawal on a tapered basis over 6 months to allow as much time as possible for the reopen-
ing of the economy. 

There will be no change to the current PUP rates until 7th September 2021 at which point, 
they will begin to be gradually reduced on a phased basis in increments of €50 per week.  Two 
further phases of rate changes are scheduled to take place from 16th November 2021 and 8th of 
February 2022.  As PUP recipients go on to the €203 rate in each phase, they will be transitioned 
to standard jobseeker terms.
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The Deputy will appreciate that it would not be fair or practical to make exceptions on a 
sectoral basis.  

Arrangements will continue for self-employed PUP recipients, including those who work in 
the live events industry, to take up some limited self-employment.  A person can earn up to €960 
over an eight week period and maintain their full PUP; this figure is net of expenses.  Where a 
person is self employed for up to 24 hours per week and their self employment income exceeds 
the threshold they may apply for the Part Time Job Incentive for Self employed.  Qualifying 
recipients of the scheme receive a payment of €128.60 per week and there is no income limit 
applied in these cases.  The extension of the Part Time Job Incentive to self- employed people 
will continue until the end of the current year. 

Furthermore, the €1,000 Covid-19 Enterprise Support Grant to assist self -employed people 
to restart their business will continue to be available to self-employed people closing PUP 
claims until the end of 2021.  A self-employed person closing their PUP claim to reopen their 
business will be able to avail of this grant even if they have previously claimed it as part of a 
reopening in 2020.

I trust that this clarifies the position for the Deputy. 

  Question No. 1152 answered with Question No. 1104.

  Question No. 1153 answered with Question No. 1151.

  Question No. 1154 answered with Question No. 1135.

  Question No. 1155 answered with Question No. 1135.

27/07/2021WROOO00400Social Welfare Benefits

27/07/2021WROOO005001156. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Social Protection if she has plans to 
extend the domestic violence emergency rent supplement scheme into 2022 and onwards in 
view of rising figures in domestic violence; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40734/21]

27/07/2021WROOO00600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Lead responsibility for 
the development and provision of services to support victims of domestic violence rests with 
the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth. 

In August 2020, I agreed a protocol with Tusla on a pilot basis to make Rent Supplement 
more easily accessible to victims of domestic violence on a pilot basis.  This seeks to ensure that 
victims of domestic violence are not prevented from leaving their home because of financial 
or accommodation difficulties.  The arrangements in this protocol are additional and comple-
mentary to, and not a substitution for, the range of other supports already in place for victims 
of domestic violence. 

There are currently 57 victims of domestic violence being supported with rent supplement 
under these arrangements. 

Under the protocol, after six months period of support, it is expected that the customer will, 
if eligible, be able to migrate to HAP or other social housing supports supported by their local 
authority. 

In line with the National Economic Recovery Plan, these special arrangements  for victims 
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of domestic abuse will remain in place at least until the end of 2021.  A review of the pilot will 
be undertaken at that stage, involving key stakeholders, to determine whether the provision of 
rent supplement to victims of domestic violence should be extended and to take on board any 
lessons learned. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

27/07/2021WROOO00700Youth Unemployment

27/07/2021WROOO008001157. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Social Protection the present youth 
unemployment rates; the plans in place to tackle youth unemployment; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [40735/21]

27/07/2021WROOO00900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In December 2019, just 
prior to the pandemic, the seasonally adjusted youth unemployment rate (15-24-year olds) 
stood at just under 12 percent. Latest estimates from the CSO indicate that the traditional un-
employment rate for young persons is 19.9 percent. This estimate excludes those in receipt of 
the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP). When those in receipt of the PUP are included, 
the COVID-19 adjusted unemployment rate estimate is 44.2 percent for young people at the 
end of June. 

A significant number of PUP recipients are students. As of last week (July 20th, 2021), it is 
estimated that approximately 19,000 PUP recipients are students, with the vast majority under 
the age of 25. Using international measures of unemployment, set by the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO), students are generally not counted as unemployed, as they are not consid-
ered part of the labour force. Therefore, the inclusion of PUP recipients, including students, in 
the COVID-19 adjusted measure of youth unemployment inflates this measure somewhat.

We also know from past recessions that youth unemployment levels start to reduce quite 
quickly once economic activity resumes. This is also evident from trends in youth unemploy-
ment since public health restrictions began to be lifted, from early May. Since that time the 
number of young people under the age of 25 receiving PUP has fallen by almost 56 percent. 
This compares to an average decline of close to 44 percent across all other age groups over the 
same period. 

I expect to see continued numbers of persons, including young people, returning to work, as 
our economy and society continues to reopen. However, we must also be aware that some jobs 
will be permanently lost as a result of the pandemic.

Therefore, Government is supporting a range of initiatives to assist people back to work; as 
outlined under the Pathways to Work 2021-2025 strategy which I launched on July 12th. This 
strategy seeks to support people back into employment and to minimise any long-term scarring 
effects which may arise due to the periods of economic inactivity as a consequence of the pan-
demic. It includes a range of measures targeted at young people such as:  

- The newly launched Work Placement Experience Programme, which is a 6-month, 30 
hour per week voluntary work experience programme, for persons out of work for six months 
or more and has 4,000 places ring-fenced for young people. 

- Expanding the JobsPlus scheme to 8,000 places and enhancing the incentive to recruit 
young jobseekers in particular, by increasing the youth age limit from 25 to 30 years. 

- A new Government Youth Employment Charter for intensive engagement with young job-
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seekers which will build on the new EU Reinforced Youth Guarantee. 

- Ring-fencing at least 1,000 out of the 3,000 additional Community Employment and Tús 
places for long term unemployed young people.

My Department also works closely with the Further Education and Training sector to pro-
vide access to training, upskilling and reskilling opportunities that are of particular relevance 
to young people entering the labour market for the first time. As part of Pathways to Work 
2021-2025, the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Sci-
ence are providing an additional 50,000 further education and training places to help more 
people, including young persons, to have the opportunity to upskill and reskill. In addition, the 
Apprenticeship Incentivisation Scheme has been extended until the end of December 2021. 
This scheme provides financial supports for employers who register apprentices to a national 
apprenticeship scheme. 

Using these measures, Pathways to Work 2021-2025 aims to reduce the youth unemploy-
ment rate back to or below the 2019 average of 12.5% by 2023.

 I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

  Question No. 1158 answered with Question No. 1104.

27/07/2021WROOO01100Charitable and Voluntary Organisations

27/07/2021WROOO012001159. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Social Protection if her Department and 
the HSE will provide funding to allow the charities that provide two soup runs in Dublin to 
remain in operation if the HSE close down on the foot of a HSE environmental health section 
report. [40766/21]

27/07/2021WROOO01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My Department has no 
role in direct funding to charity services. However, the Department of Social Protection is the 
designated managing authority for the Fund for European Aid to the most Deprived (FEAD) 
and has responsibility for the implementation of the programme in Ireland. 

Support provided through FEAD aims to help people take their first steps out of poverty 
and social exclusion by addressing their most basic needs. There are 156 approved Local Part-
ner Organisations/Charities currently operating the programme nationwide by receiving food 
products for distribution to recipients. In 2020, over 250,000 people were supported through 
this programme. 

If the charity in question is a FEAD local partner organisation and is in receipt of food prod-
ucts for distribution, these food products will continue to be available for collection when the 
charity is operating.

27/07/2021WROOO01400Social Welfare Benefits

27/07/2021WROOO015001160. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated full 
year cost of broadening entitlement to the household benefits package to households in which 
a civil or public service occupational pensioner aged 66 to 69 inclusive is not in receipt of a 
qualifying payment or is not an excepted person for the purposes of the scheme; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [40816/21]
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27/07/2021WROOO01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The household benefits 
package (HHB) comprises the electricity or gas allowance, and the free television licence.  My 
Department will spend approximately €265 million this year on HHB for over 470,000 house-
holds.  The package is generally available to people living in the State aged 66 years or over 
who are in receipt of certain social welfare payments or who satisfy a means test.  The package 
is also available to some people under the age of 66 who are in receipt of certain welfare pay-
ments, such as Disability Allowance.  

My Department does not hold information in relation to the number of households which 
contain a public or civil service pensioner (or pensioners) aged between 66 and 69 who are not 
currently in receipt of a qualifying payment for the HHB package or who are not an excepted 
person for the purpose of the scheme.  Therefore, I am unable to provide an estimated cost of 
the measure proposed by the Deputy.

A person aged between 66 and 69 who is not receiving a qualifying payment from the De-
partment such as the State Pension (Contributory) may still apply for the HHB package subject 
to satisfying a means test.  The means test involves calculating their appropriate weekly means 
limit.  This limit is based on the current maximum rate of State pension (contributory) including 
any increases for age, living alone, and adult/child dependents plus €100.  The weekly income 
limit is then compared to their weekly means as assessed in a means test.  If their weekly means 
are less than or equal to their income limit, then they satisfy the means test and qualify for the 
household benefits package subject to also satisfying all other qualifying conditions. 

Any decision to change the qualifying criteria for HHB to allow public and civil servants 
to automatically qualify for the package when they turn 66 would have wider budgetary conse-
quences and would have to be considered in the context of overall budget negotiations. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/07/2021WROOO01700Birth Certificates

27/07/2021WROOO018001161. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Social Protection the status of an applica-
tion for a copy of a birth certificate for a person (details supplied); and if arrangements will be 
made for the birth certificate to be issued urgently to enable the person to avail of emergency 
housing support. [40911/21]

27/07/2021WROOO01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The application referred 
to by the Deputy has been placed with the Health Services Executive which operates an online 
civil certificate issuing service.

I have been informed that the application in question was placed with the HSE on 16th July 
2021 and that the HSE indicate that with current levels of demand, the certificate should issue 
within 30 working days.

I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

27/07/2021WROOO02000Birth Certificates

27/07/2021WROOO021001162. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention 
has been drawn to ongoing delays in the issuing of birth certificates for children born in 2021; 
the reason for the delay in issuing birth certificates; the current waiting time for birth certificates 
to be issued; if families can still access PPS numbers and child benefit payments while waiting 
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for birth certificates; the efforts being undertaken to address the delays; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [40921/21]

27/07/2021WROOO02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The registration of births 
is undertaken by the HSE civil registration offices.  Registration has been impacted by the 
recent cyber-attack on the HSE and the work to securely restore its ICT systems.  Notifica-
tions of births must first be received from maternity hospital before a birth can be registered.  
For births which occurred in Dublin based maternity hospitals, notifications are communicated 
electronically.  Due to the disruption caused by the cyber-attack and the work required to re-
store systems, delays have occurred in this process with an onward impact on the registration of 
births.  The HSE have informed me that they have made good progress on restoring the systems 
involved and are dealing with the backlog of birth registrations .

A Personal Public Service Number (PPSN) is allocated by the Department of Social Protec-
tion on receipt of a birth registration.  Once the birth has been registered and a PPSN allocated, 
the Department will notify the parents of the PPSN and automatically issue an application for 
Child Benefit Payment or adjust the level of payment where Child Benefit is already being paid 
to the family.  Any arrears of Child Benefit arising from delays in the birth registration are au-
tomatically calculated and paid.

My Department will continue to engage and work with the HSE to enable full restoration 
of timely services.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

27/07/2021WROOO02300Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

27/07/2021WROOO024001163. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the number 
of persons on each pandemic unemployment payment band. [41233/21]

27/07/2021WROOO02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The information request-
ed by the Deputy is set out in the table below. The data refers to those receiving a Pandemic 
Unemployment Payment on July 27th 2021. Data on the recipients of the Pandemic Unemploy-
ment Payment is published each week by my Department at  www.gov.ie/dsp

Payment Rate Recipients 
€203 36,628
€250 33,078
€300 33,737
€350 88,853

27/07/2021WROOO02600Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

27/07/2021WROOO027001164. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the esti-
mated annual cost of reinstating the pandemic unemployment to €350 per week. [41234/21]

27/07/2021WROOO028001179. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the esti-
mated full year cost of the pandemic unemployment payment at current levels from now until 
the end of 2022. [41251/21]

27/07/2021WROOO029001180. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the esti-
mated cost of paying all persons in receipt of pandemic unemployment payment a rate of €350 
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until the end of 2022. [41252/21]

27/07/2021WROOO03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 1164, 1179 and 1180 together.

The PUP was introduced as an exceptional measure for employees and the self-employed 
who lost employment as a direct consequence of Covid-19.  

As more and more people return to work every week due to the gradual lifting of restrictions 
and continued progress on the roll out of vaccines, the requirement for emergency measures is 
diminishing. As the economy reopens, it is important to transition from emergency pandemic 
supports to standard social welfare supports. 

To allow as much time as possible for the economy to recover and employments to reopen, 
there will be no change to the PUP rate until 7th September when it will be gradually reduced 
on a tapered basis over a 6 month period until February 2022 back to jobseekers terms.  

As PUP recipients go on to the €203 rate during this period they will be transitioned to 
standard jobseeker terms with the normal eligibility criteria for jobseekers applied.  In the case 
of those in receipt of another weekly social welfare payment, including carers, they will be 
contacted by the Department in September and, where they do not return to employment, will 
transition from PUP.  

It is not possible to accurately estimate future trends on schemes such as PUP due to uncer-
tainty regarding the full trajectory of the virus to the end of 2022. 

However, for every 100,000 PUP recipients the annual cost of reinstating the PUP to €350 
per week would be €260 million.  

For every 100,000 PUP recipients the full year cost of the PUP at current levels until the end 
of 2022 would be €1.56 billion.

The estimated cost of paying a rate of €350 until the end of 2022 is approximately €2.63 
billion for every 100,000 recipients.

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy at this time. 

27/07/2021WROOO03100Social Welfare Rates

27/07/2021WROOO032001165. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the esti-
mated annual cost of raising the payment on headline social welfare rates to €350 per week. 
[41235/21]

27/07/2021WROOO03300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The estimated full year 
cost of increasing the rate of all weekly social welfare schemes to €350, with a proportionate 
increase for qualified adults, is €9.8 billion. 

This cost refers to increasing the standard weekly social welfare rates of payment and does 
not include increases, where applicable, for temporary payments such as the Pandemic Unem-
ployment Payment.

This costing is based on the estimated number of recipients in 2021 and is subject to change 
in light of emerging trends and subsequent revision of the estimated number of recipients. 
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27/07/2021WROOO03400Social Welfare Rates

27/07/2021WROOO035001166. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the esti-
mated annual cost of increasing all social welfare payments by €50 per week. [41236/21]

27/07/2021WROOO03600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The estimated full year 
cost of increasing all social welfare payments by €50 per week, with a proportionate increase 
for qualified adults is €3.9 billion. 

This cost refers to increasing the standard weekly social welfare rates of payment and does 
not include increases, where applicable, for temporary payments such as the Pandemic Unem-
ployment Payment. 

This costing is based on the estimated number of recipients in 2021 and is subject to change 
in light of emerging trends and subsequent revision of the estimated number of recipients. 

27/07/2021WROOO03700Social Welfare Payments

27/07/2021WROOO038001167. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimat-
ed annual cost of a one-off social welfare bonus of €1,000 for all essential workers who worked 
through the Covid-19 pandemic including but not limited to health, food retail, food production 
workers and transport workers. [41237/21]

27/07/2021WROOO03900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): To accurately estimate the 
cost of providing a once off payment of €1,000 to essential workers, consideration would have 
to be given to which employees constitute essential workers and how they may be identified and 
verified as such for the purposes of any such payment. 

The CSO’s quarterly Labour Force Survey (LFS) categorises all persons aged over 15 in 
employment in the State, according to the sector of the economy they work in.  According to 
the Q1 2021 LFS, published in June, the numbers employed in each high level NACE sector 
are provided below.  

NACE Sector Numbers Employed (000s)
Agriculture, forestry and fishing 104
Industry 298
Construction 119
Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor 
vehicles and motorcycles

296.9

Transportation and storage 88.8
Accommodation and food service activities 95.6
Information and communication 139.8
Financial, insurance and real estate activi-
ties

120.5

Professional, scientific and technical activi-
ties

143.6

Administrative and support service activi-
ties

78.4

Public administration and defence; compul-
sory social security

123.9
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NACE Sector Numbers Employed (000s)
Education 201.8
Human health and social work activities 290.5
Other NACE activities 81.6
Not stated 48.3
Total 2,230.6
The NACE sectors above, which align most closely with the Deputy’s description of essen-

tial workers in the health, food retail, food production and transport sectors would be: human 
health and social work activities; wholesale and retail trade, repair of motor vehicles and motor-
cycles; accommodation and food service activities; and transportation and storage. 

The cost of providing a one-off bonus of €1,000 to all 771,800 workers in these sectors 
would be €771.8 million.

27/07/2021WROOO04000Social Welfare Payments

27/07/2021WROOO041001168. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the amount 
paid out annually in rent allowance in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021; and the projected amount 
for the remainder of 2020 and 2021. [41240/21]

27/07/2021WROOO04200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Rent Supplement pro-
vides short-term income support to assist with reasonable accommodation costs of eligible 
people living in private rented accommodation who are unable to provide for their accommo-
dation costs from their own resources and who do not have accommodation available to them 
from another source. 

The Department is currently reviewing performance on each of the Departments schemes 
to inform the financial requirements for the remainder of 2021 and for Budget 2022 in October 
2021. 

The table below details the expenditure on rent allowance for 2019, 2020, 2021 (Jan to Jun) 
and the full year 2021 Estimate for rent allowance contained in the Revised Estimate of Expen-
diture (REV) published in December 2020. 

 Year  €000
 2019  125,248
 2020  133,090
 2021 (Jan - Jun) estimate   70,254
 2021 (REV)  116,190

27/07/2021WROOO04300State Pensions

27/07/2021WROOO044001169. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimat-
ed full year cost of ensuring the State contributory and non-contributory pensions are available 
to all those that reach 65 years of age. [41241/21]

27/07/2021WROOO04500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Reducing the State Pen-
sion Age to 65 years would increase pension related expenditure significantly. 

Last year my Department estimated the potential cost of introducing such a measure from 
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this year (i.e., from 1 January 2021).  Based on that, it is estimated that it would cost €450 mil-
lion extra in the first year, €845 million extra in the second year, rising to over €1 billion extra 
in 2025, and this extra cost would continue to rise every year thereafter.  The accumulated cost 
differential for the period 2021-2025 would be over €4.25 billion, i.e., it would cost c.€4.25 bil-
lion more than the existing system.

The estimates are for net costs and take into consideration additional increases or reduc-
tions arising in PRSI receipts, movements from other social welfare schemes, and secondary 
benefit entitlements including Free Travel, Fuel Allowance, Household Benefit Payment and 
Telephone Allowance.  The estimates are based on current rates of payments and do not make 
any provision for rate increases.  It should be noted that these costings are subject to change in 
the context of emerging trends and associated revisions of the estimated numbers of recipients.

In February of this year, I introduced the new Benefit Payment for 65 year olds in line with 
the Programme for Government commitment, to provide a benefit payment for people who are 
aged 65 and who are required to retire, or who chose to retire, without a requirement to sign on, 
engage in activation measures or be available for and genuinely seeking work.  This new pay-
ment is designed specifically to bridge the gap for people who retire from employment or self 
employment at 65 but who do not qualify for the State Pension until age 66.

The Deputy is aware that the public policy and social issues in relation to funding a sustain-
able and adequate State pension system are complex.  That is why the Programme for Gov-
ernment committed to the establishment of a Commission on Pensions to examine a range of 
issues including contributions, calculation methods, sustainability, eligibility and intergenera-
tional fairness.  That Commission has now completed its deliberations and I expect to receive 
its report in the near future.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/07/2021WROOO04600State Pensions

27/07/2021WROOO047001170. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the esti-
mated full year cost of reinstating the transitionary pension. [41242/21]

27/07/2021WROOO04800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): When the State Pension 
(Transition) existed, it was a scheme which allowed those who were retired to get a transition-
ary payment between the ages of 65 and 66 years.  The maximum personal rate was equivalent 
to the then maximum rate for the State Pension (Contributory).  Eligibility was based on PRSI 
contributions and credits.  

It is important to note that the conditions and eligibility requirements for State Pension 
(Transition) were different to those for the State Pension (Contributory).  For example, a person 
had to have a minimum average of 24 contributions per annum to be eligible for the previous 
model of State Pension (Transition) whereas an average of 10 contributions per annum is re-
quired for State Pension (Contributory) eligibility.  In addition, recipients of the previous model 
of State Pension (Transition) were not eligible for secondary schemes such as Free Travel, the 
Household Benefits Package (electricity, gas, TV licence) or Living Alone Allowance.

My Department’s best current estimate for the gross cost of reintroducing State Pension 
(Transition), on the same basis as it previously operated, is €293 million for a full year.  It is 
expected that these costs would be offset by savings of some €166 million on Working Age 
Schemes, arising from recipients transferring from these schemes to State Pension (Transition), 
giving a net cost of €127 million each year.  These figures are based on current payment rates 
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and are likely to increase over time in line with demographic changes.  It should be noted that 
these costs could increase substantially if a State Pension (Transition) was introduced with re-
duced qualifying criteria or greater secondary scheme eligibility.

In February of this year, I introduced the new Benefit Payment for 65 year olds in line with 
the Programme for Government commitment, to provide a benefit payment for people who are 
aged 65 and who are required to retire, or who chose to retire, without a requirement to sign on, 
engage in activation measures or be available for and genuinely seeking work.  This new pay-
ment is designed specifically to bridge the gap for people who retire from employment or self 
employment at 65 but who do not qualify for the State Pension until age 66.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

27/07/2021WROOO04900State Pensions

27/07/2021WROOO050001171. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the esti-
mated cost to introduce a universal State pension of €350 weekly and reduce the pension age 
to 65 years of age. [41243/21]

27/07/2021WROOO05100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): At present, the State pen-
sion system comprises two basic components.  Firstly, the State Pension (Non-Contributory) 
is a means-tested pension funded from taxation.  Secondly, the State Pension (Contributory) is 
not means-tested but is based on social insurance (PRSI) contributions and paid from the Social 
Insurance Fund, and as such it is important to ensure that those qualifying for the State Pen-
sion (Contributory) have made a sustained contribution to the Social Insurance Fund over their 
working lives.

The introduction of a universal State pension paid at full rate to everyone of 65 years of age 
and over, regardless of their PRSI contributions or their means, would require fundamental re-
form of the State pension system, and perhaps to the entire model of social insurance.  It would 
give rise to a considerable  range of complex policy and operational issues.  Examples of such 
issues include -

- the impact on customer behaviour with respect to work, work patterns, employment status, 
personal savings, contributions into the system in tax/PRSI, etc.;

- the interplay between the State pension system and occupational and private pensions and 
the scope of the State to support such arrangements;

- the applicability of such a pension to those in public service employments;

- the potential legal issues involved in different treatments of those with occupational pen-
sions in the private and public sector and those with a mix;

- how such a system would work with existing EU pension and social security law and with 
international bilateral arrangements; and

- the treatment of retirees who are not resident in the State, but who have built up a contribu-
tory pension entitlement over the years that they worked here and paid PRSI.

The latest available figures from the CSO, in April 2020, estimated that 710,100 people 
were aged 65 and over in the state.  This is an increase of 14.3% on the figures from April 2016.

Providing a €350 per week payment to this population would cost over €13.1 billion a year, 
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including provision of a Christmas Bonus.  This would represent an increase of over €4.6 bil-
lion on the amount spent by this Department on pensions in 2020 or, in percentage terms a year 
on year increase of 53%.  

This is without any payment to those living abroad who currently receive the State pension 
contributory having paid into the social insurance fund during their working life and takes no 
account of increased costs anticipated in the future due to well known demographic issues in 
respect of the future pensioner population.  

The Deputy is aware that the public policy and social issues in relation to funding a sustain-
able and adequate State pension system are complex.  That is why the Programme for Gov-
ernment committed to the establishment of a Commission on Pensions to examine a range of 
issues including contributions, calculation methods, sustainability, eligibility and intergenera-
tional fairness.  That Commission has now completed its deliberations and I expect to receive 
its report in the near future.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

27/07/2021WROOO05200Departmental Budgets

27/07/2021WROOO053001172. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection if the mon-
eys saved following the transfer of recipients of rent allowance to HAP, leasing arrangements 
and RAS have then been transferred to the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Gov-
ernment; the organisation responsible for the latter payments; and if so, the amount in each of 
the year since the commencement of the payments.  [41244/21]

27/07/2021WROOO05400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): This Department prepares 
estimates for Rent Supplement for the coming year based on emerging trends on recipients for 
Rent Supplement having regard to anticipated transfers to the Housing Assistance Payment 
(HAP) over that year.    

Similarly, the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage prepares annual 
expenditure estimates for Housing Assistance Payment (HAP) and Rental Accommodation 
Scheme (RAS) based on trends and expected demand for the schemes administered by local 
authorities. 

Anticipated changes in numbers and, accordingly, in spending because of transfers from 
Rent Supplement to HAP and RAS, is already reflected in the estimates of expenditure.  As 
such, there is no transfer of funds between the two departments because of such transfers. 

27/07/2021WROOO05500Social Welfare Payments

27/07/2021WROOO056001173. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the esti-
mated full year cost of reinstating a concurrent payment of half-rate illness benefit and job-
seeker’s benefit in addition to one parent family payment and widow’s and widower’s pensions. 
[41245/21]

27/07/2021WROOO05700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Until 2012, recipients of 
a Widow’s or Widower’s Pension or a One-Parent Family Payment who met all the qualifying 
conditions for Jobseeker’s Benefit or Illness Benefit, were entitled to concurrently claim half 
payment of their Jobseeker’s or Illness Benefit entitlement.
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The abolition, in Budget 2012, of the concurrent payment of half-rate Illness Benefit and 
Jobseeker’s Benefit, with One-Parent Family Payment and Widow’s and Widower’s Pensions, 
gave rise to savings of €22.6 million in a full year. 

I am advised that the Department is not immediately in a position to determine how much 
it would cost to reintroduce this, as it is not possible, in the time available, to determine how 
many lone parents, jobseekers, widows, widowers or surviving civil partners recipients would 
also qualify for Jobseeker’s Benefit or Illness Benefit and, as such, would be entitled to concur-
rent half-rate payments.

27/07/2021WRPPP00200Social Welfare Payments

27/07/2021WRPPP003001174. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimat-
ed cost to increase child benefit in respect of children over 12 years of age by €30. [41246/21]

27/07/2021WRPPP00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Child Benefit is a monthly 
payment made to families with children in respect of all qualified children up to the age of 16 
years.  The payment continues to be paid in respect of children until their 18th birthday who are 
in full-time education, or who have a disability.  Child benefit is currently paid to over 633,000 
families in respect of over 1.2 million children with an estimated expenditure of more than €2 
billion in 2019.

The cost of increasing child benefit for children aged over 12 as proposed by the Deputy is 
estimated to be €10.2 million per month or €123.2 million per year.

Any proposal for changes to the rate of payment for child benefit would have to be consid-
ered in the overall budgetary context.

27/07/2021WRPPP00500Social Welfare Payments

27/07/2021WRPPP006001175. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the esti-
mated cost of reversing cuts to the back to education allowance. [41247/21]

27/07/2021WRPPP00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Back to Education 
Allowance Scheme (BTEA) is designed to support second chance education.  It enables eligible 
persons to pursue education and to continue to receive their weekly income support for the 
duration of a course of study.  The main focus of the BTEA is to assist qualifying applicants to 
improve their educational qualifications and improve their prospects of gaining employment. 

There has been are approximately 6,400 students supported through the BTEA for the 
2020/2021 academic year.  Government has provided €96.5 million for BTEA in 2021.  This 
represents a considerable investment in supporting all unemployed individuals.

The BTEA is not intended to provide funding for student fees.  The Student Universal Sup-
port Ireland (SUSI) Grant, payable by the Department of Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science, represents the primary support for people pursuing third level 
education and its administration is a matter for that Department

The appropriate rate of payment for all social welfare schemes, including the BTEA scheme, 
is considered by Government in the context of the Budget and the availability of resources.  The 
weekly rate of payment is linked to the persons’ underlying payment, for example jobseeker’s 
allowance, and all budget increases in these rates are applied to Back to Education Allowance 
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recipients.  Any rate changes would have to be considered in a budgetary context and within the 
scope of the overall resources available for welfare improvements.

This Government has not introduced any cuts to the BTEA scheme.  In fact, under the July 
Job Stimulus, the scheme was expanded to allow recipients of the Pandemic Unemployment 
Payment to become eligible.  Furthermore, under the recently-announced Pathways to Work 
Strategy 2021-2025, the number of available places under the scheme has been increased to 
7,700.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/07/2021WRPPP00800Social Welfare Payments

27/07/2021WRPPP009001176. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the esti-
mated cost to increase social welfare payments to 2009 levels. [41248/21]

27/07/2021WRPPP01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The estimated full year 
cost of increasing standard weekly social welfare payments (excluding temporary payments 
such as the Pandemic Unemployment Payment) to 2009 levels is €157.7 million. 

This costing is based on the estimated average number of recipients in 2021 and is subject 
to change in light of emerging trends and subsequent revision of the estimated number of re-
cipients.  

27/07/2021WRPPP01100Social Welfare Payments

27/07/2021WRPPP012001177. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the esti-
mated full year cost of measures (details supplied). [41249/21]

27/07/2021WRPPP01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 1. The estimated cost of 
increasing the Fuel Allowance by two weeks, from 28 to 30 weeks is €21 million in a full year. 

2. As the current weekly rates of payment are in excess of 2008 levels, no additional costs 
would arise. 

3. No decision has been made in relation to paying the Christmas Bonus in 2021 and cost-
ings are not available at this time.  Any costing would be dependent on the eligibility criteria 
and the anticipated number of recipients on the relevant schemes on the date that the Bonus is 
paid.

In 2020, a 100% Christmas Bonus was paid and the eligibility criteria was extended, on an 
exceptional one-off basis, to include all PUP recipients and equivalent recipients of jobseekers 
payments, who had been in receipt of those payments for four months or more.  The cost in 
2020 was €388 million and based on this, a 110% Bonus would cost €427 million. 

4. The cost of increasing the Working Family Payment multiplier from 60% to 75% is esti-
mated to be in the region of €83.6 million in a full year.

5. Child benefit is a monthly payment made to families with children in respect of all quali-
fied children up to the age of 16 years.  The payment continues to be paid in respect of children 
until their 18th birthday when they are in full-time education, or if they have a disability.  Last 
year, it was estimated that the full year cost of extending the child benefit payment to 18 year 
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olds in secondary level education would be an €58.3 million.  An updated costing is not cur-
rently available. 

6.  The Department is not in a position to provide the cost of increasing the age of the 
youngest child to 18 years for receipt of One Parent Family Payment (OPF), without exten-
sive analysis of the lone parent population which could potentially benefit from this provision.  
Firstly, this change could result in a cohort of lone parents that are currently not in receipt of 
a social welfare payment becoming eligible for a payment.  Secondly, some customers could 
seek to move from alternative payments such as Jobseekers Allowance (JA), the Jobseeker’s 
Transitional Payment (JST) and the Back to Work Family Dividend (BTWFD) back to the OFP.  
Again, it would be difficult to estimate the magnitude of this flow between schemes.  Finally, 
such a change to the scheme would also increase the incidence of dual payments of OFP and 
the Working Family Payment (formerly FIS).  It is not possible to predict the impact on pay-
ments as a result of the interaction between both schemes without having detailed knowledge 
of individuals’ working patterns and the degree to which these might change.

7.  Based on 2020 recipient numbers, the annual cost of increasing the Back to School 
Clothing and Footwear rates by €50 per child, from €150 to €200 in respect of children aged 4 
to 11 and from €275 to €325 for children aged 12 years and over in second level education, is 
estimated to be €13.2 million. 

8.  Based on current payment rates, increasing the number of weeks for which maternity 
benefit is payable   from 26 weeks to 52 weeks would cost approximately €257 million in a 
full year.  It should also be noted that there would be additional costs to the Exchequer as this 
estimate does not include the costs for substitution or salary top-ups in the civil or public sectors 
(which is a matter for the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform). 

9.  The estimated full year cost of increasing Jobseekers Allowance for recipients aged 18 
to 24 from €112.70 per week to €203 per week is €64.8 million.  This includes an increase for 
qualified adults and those on an age reduced rate of Supplementary Welfare Allowance.

This costing is based on the estimated average number of recipients in 2021, and is subject 
to change in the context of emerging trends and associated revision of the estimated numbers 
of recipients. 

27/07/2021WRPPP01400Social Welfare Payments

27/07/2021WRPPP015001178. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the esti-
mated full year cost of restoring the respite grant to its highest historical level. [41250/21]

27/07/2021WRPPP01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Carer’s Support 
Grant (formerly called the Respite Care Grant) is an annual payment for carers who look after 
people in need of full-time care and attention. 

The grant is paid in a single annual lump sum, usually on the first Thursday in June.  The 
grant is not means-tested and is not taxable.  It is paid in respect of each care recipient.

The Carer’s Support Grant is currently paid at a rate of €1,850 per year, which is the highest 
rate at which it has been paid since it was first introduced in 1999.

  Question No. 1179 answered with Question No. 1164.

  Question No. 1180 answered with Question No. 1164.
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27/07/2021WRPPP01900Social Welfare Payments

27/07/2021WRPPP020001181. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the esti-
mated full year cost of increasing all social welfare payments to €300 per week; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [41253/21]

27/07/2021WRPPP02100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The estimated full year 
cost of increasing all social welfare payments to €300 per week, with a proportionate increase 
for qualified adults, is €5.9 billion.  This cost refers to increasing the standard weekly social 
welfare rates of payment and does not include increases, where applicable, for temporary pay-
ments such as the Pandemic Unemployment Payment.

This costing is based on the estimated number of recipients in 2021 and is subject to change 
in light of emerging trends, and subsequent revision, of the estimated number of recipients.  

27/07/2021WRPPP02200Social Welfare Payments

27/07/2021WRPPP023001182. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimat-
ed full year cost of granting a €1,000 bonus to all recipients of the carer’s allowance. [41254/21]

27/07/2021WRPPP02400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The estimated full year 
cost of granting a €1,000 bonus to all recipients of Carer’s Allowance is €91.6 million. 

This costing is based on the estimated average number of recipients in 2021 and is subject 
to change in light of emerging trends and subsequent revision of the estimated number of re-
cipients. 

27/07/2021WRPPP02500Living Wage

27/07/2021WRPPP026001183. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimat-
ed full year cost of moving all social welfare claimants including pensioners to a living wage. 
[41255/21]

27/07/2021WRPPP02700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Minimum Essential 
Standard of Living (MESL) is an assessment, developed by the Vincentian Partnership for 
Social Justice, of the minimum income needed to live and partake in the social and economic 
norms of everyday life for various household types. My Department has partly funded the 
excellent, detailed work of the Vincentian Partnership for a number of years, and I find it ex-
tremely useful. One of the benefits of the work of the Vincentians is that it produces data on 
various household types, including the different costs that arise for households in rural and 
urban locations.  In that way, it complements data produced from other analyses such as the 
Survey on Income and Living Conditions produced by the Central Statistics Office.The work of 
the Vincentians also highlights issues that may be addressed with improvements in services.  In 
this regard, improved services, such as the extension of GP visit cards for children and the af-
fordable childcare scheme can result in significant reductions in the minimum income standards 
needed by households. 

Bringing weekly working age social welfare rates in line with the MESL would entail in-
creasing the maximum personal rate to €252 and the Qualified Child Increase to €48.40 for 
children under 12 and €95.10 for children aged 12 and over.  There would be no proportionate 
increase in the current rate for Qualified Adults in order to meet the MESL.
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Bringing pension rates in line with the MESL would require an increase of up to €57.70 for 
pensioners living alone in rural areas.  There would be no increase to the rate of payment for 
pensioner couples, or pensioners living alone in urban areas.  While it is not possible at this time 
to provide an estimate for those living in rural areas only, the estimated cost of an increase for 
all pensioners in receipt of the Living Alone Allowance is included in the figure below.

The estimated cost of bringing working age and pension welfare payments up to the Mini-
mum Essential Standard of Living (MESL), as outlined above, is €2.9 billion  .  This costing 
is subject to change in the context of emerging trends and associated revision of the estimated 
numbers of recipients.

The examination of the living wage, referred to by the Deputy and which will impact work-
ers as opposed to social welfare recipients, is being undertaken by the Low Pay Commission.  

The Commission’s work, which is ongoing, will examine the design of a living wage in an 
Irish context, taking account of the policy, social and economic implications of a move to a liv-
ing wage.  

27/07/2021WRPPP02800Social Welfare Payments

27/07/2021WRPPP029001184. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Social Protection the reason 
school secretaries are awaiting payment three-weeks after the closure of primary schools; the 
reason for the delay; and if she will ensure school secretaries that they will receive their full and 
due payment during the weeks that schools are closed for summer holidays in 2021. [41324/21]

27/07/2021WRPPP03000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In general, there is no 
delay in processing jobseeker benefit claims if the relevant claim application forms and sup-
porting documentation are completed by the customer, in a timely manner. 

Seasonal workers including school secretaries should apply for jobseeker’s benefit as soon 
as they become unemployed. 

Educational sector workers, who are employed on a temporary basis and who have previ-
ously been in contact with the Department, are issued with a repeat jobseeker’s application form 
and holiday form in advance of the school holiday periods. This advance process facilitates an 
efficient service to these customers and allows for speedy processing of their claim when the 
period of unemployment actually arises. However, it is important to note that educational sector 
workers are still required to sign on for each period of unemployment and satisfy all the qualify-
ing conditions for jobseeker’s benefit.

I want to assure the Deputy that prompt processing of all claims remains a priority for my 
Department. Scheme areas are monitored on an on-going basis and processing procedures are 
reviewed to ensure that claims are paid to customers as quickly as possible. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

27/07/2021WRPPP03100Social Welfare Eligibility

27/07/2021WRPPP032001185. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Social Protection if persons under the 
age of 25 years living in homeless accommodation will be awarded the full independent job-
seeker’s allowance rate; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41395/21]
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27/07/2021WRPPP033001186. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has 
been drawn to persons under the age of 25 years in homeless accommodation (details supplied) 
not being awarded the full independent jobseeker’s allowance despite paying their own service 
charges, meals, shopping, laundry and so on; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[41396/21]

27/07/2021WRPPP03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Ques-
tions Nos. 1185 and 1186 together.

Reduced rates for young Jobseekers allowance recipients, currently paid at €112.70 per 
week, were introduced on a phased basis from 2009 to tackle high youth unemployment and 
avoid long term welfare dependency. 

If a young jobseeker, on a reduced payment participates on an education or training pro-
gramme, they receive the maximum personal weekly rate for Jobseeker’s Allowance of €203.  
Where a young jobseeker participates on the new Work Placement Experience Programme their 
weekly rate of payment will increase to €306.  This new programme will provide jobseekers 
who have been unemployed for more than six months with quality work experience to increase 
their prospects of returning to employment. 

Reduced rates do not apply to Jobseekers under 25 years of age who have qualified children 
or those who were in care of the HSE immediately before they turned 18. 

A person aged between 18 and 24 is also entitled to an exemption from the reduced rates if 
they are living independently of the family home and are in receipt of state housing supports.  
They must be in receipt of either rent supplement, housing assistance payment (HAP), Rent 
Accommodation Scheme (RAS), local authority housing or living permanently in accommoda-
tion provided by a local authority approved housing body to qualify for an exemption from the 
reduced rates. 

My Department engages in inter-agency responses to homelessness through its engagement 
with Tusla, the HSE and non-Government organisations to provide the necessary support to all 
vulnerable people including young people who are experiencing homelessness or are in inse-
cure situations. 

The appropriate response given the complexity of the issues that may be involved in the 
circumstances outlined by the Deputy is that these cases are dealt with on a case-by-case basis.  
Young people in these circumstances should contact the Community Welfare Service in the lo-
cal intreo centre where they can access support under the Supplementary Welfare Allowance 
Scheme which may include supplements – depending on the specific circumstances involved. 

I trust that this clarifies the position for the Deputy at this time. 

  Question No. 1186 answered with Question No. 1185.

  Question No. 1187 answered with Question No. 1094.

27/07/2021WRPPP03700Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment

27/07/2021WRPPP038001188. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Social Protection if her attention has 
been drawn to technical glitches occurring for recipients of the pandemic unemployment pay-
ment who were asked to fill out forms to confirm eligibility and remain on the payment by 20 
July 2021. [41426/21]
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27/07/2021WRPPP03900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My Department recently 
made contact with recipients of the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) and requested 
that they confirm their continued eligibility to receive the payment.  An extensive publicity 
campaign has also been undertaken to highlight the requirement to confirm continuing eligi-
bility. This is in line with the standard practice applying to all jobseeker payments. Recipients 
were asked to confirm eligibility no later than Tuesday, 20 July. Failure to do so may affect their 
entitlement to continue to receive a payment. While that deadline has now passed, the Depart-
ment will still accept declarations up to Tuesday, 27 July. 

Recipients were asked to use the online portal www.MyWelfare.ie   and follow the instruc-
tions under the heading ‘confirm your eligibility for Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Pay-
ment’. This is the simplest and easiest way to do so. Any person who experienced difficulty in 
doing this could contact the Department’s income support helpline at 1890 800 024 (Monday to 
Friday from 9.00am to 5.00pm.). For those who were unable to complete the declaration online, 
a paper form was available. 

 Over 160,000 or 98% of those who have confirmed their eligibility to date have done so 
online. This is in line with the experience in relation to applications for the Pandemic Unem-
ployment Payment where the overwhelming majority of applications were successfully made 
online. The functioning of the online service is continuously monitored by my Department, 
ensuring its availability for use by customers. 

I trust that this clarifies the matter for the Deputy

27/07/2021WRPPP04000Prison Service

27/07/2021WRPPP041001189. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the estimated average cost of keeping one young person in remand in a 
youth justice remand facility for one year. [41256/21]

27/07/2021WRPPP04200Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): All young people under the age of 18 detained on remand or sentenced to a period 
of detention by the Courts are detained in Oberstown Children Detention Campus. The opera-
tional costs for the ongoing running of Oberstown (excluding pension and capital costs) in 2020 
was €21.18 million. 

The Certificate applicable in 2020 and issued by the Minister under Sections 195 and 196 
of the Children Act 2001, requires Oberstown to provide a total of 54 remand and detention 
places (6 girls and 48 boys). In 2020, 122 individual young people were remanded or sentenced 
to detention in Oberstown. 

As occupancy rates vary on a daily basis, it is not possible to accurately estimate the cost of 
detaining one young person on remand for one year. 

27/07/2021WRPPP04300Childcare Services

27/07/2021WRPPP044001190. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the percentage increase and or decrease in NCS registrations from Sep-
tember 2020 to June 2021. [39087/21]

27/07/2021WRPPP04500Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The National Childcare Scheme represents the first ever statutory entitlement 
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to early learning and childcare in Ireland, and has streamlined the multiple targeted support 
schemes previously available. 

In replacing the legacy schemes, the NCS entails a fundamental shift away from subsidies 
grounded in medical card and social protection entitlements, and towards a comprehensive and 
progressive system of universal and income-based subsidies.  

Since the NCS was introduced in November 2019, over 58,000 children have benefitted 
from NCS subsidies.

In the final week of September 2020, there were 30,591 children in receipt of NCS subsi-
dies. By the final week of June 2021, there were 39,376 children in receipt of NCS subsidies. 
This represents a 29% increase (8,785 children).

27/07/2021WRPPP04600Departmental Reports

27/07/2021WRPPP047001191. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth if a progress report will be provided on the Irish Refugee Resettlement 
Programme commitments namely, resettling 2,900 refugees between 2020 and 2023; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39173/21]

27/07/2021WRPPP048001192. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the number of refugees that were successfully resettled according to the 
2020 target of 650 and the 2021 target of 700. [39174/21]

27/07/2021WRPPP04900Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1191 and 1192 together.

I wish to confirm to the Deputy that, in 2020 and to date in 2021, a total of 259 programme 
refugees  have been resettled to Ireland.

Due to Covid-19, the number of refugees resettled globally in 2020 was the lowest in two 
decades. An Irish selection mission in Lebanon in March was interrupted due to the pandemic, 
and there were no further missions last year. Consequently, there was a shortfall in the number 
of refugees interviewed, security screened and resettled last year.

I’m pleased to report that the first 2021 Irish selection and security screening mission for ref-
ugees took place in Athens last month. My officials in the Irish Refugee Protection Programme 
are currently planning a mission in Lebanon and Jordan later this year, subject to health and 
security considerations. It is intended to interview over 300 persons on each of those missions.

At this point, my Department continues to seek to fulfil the Government pledge to resettle 
2,900 refugees between 2020 and 2023.   

 

  Question No. 1192 answered with Question No. 1191.

27/07/2021WRPPP05100Departmental Data

27/07/2021WRPPP052001193. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the status of the operation on community sponsorship Ireland stream 
for resettling refugees as established in 2018; and the breakdown of refugees who have been 
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resettled under this initiative by county in each of the years 2019, 2020 and to date in 2020, in 
tabular form. [39175/21]

27/07/2021WRPPP053001194. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth if there is a plan to expand or incentivise the community sponsorship 
Ireland model taking into consideration the success of its counterpart in Canada; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39176/21]

27/07/2021WRPPP05400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1193 and 1194 together.

I wish to confirm the following to the Deputy in relation to the operation of Community 
Sponsorship Ireland since its establishment:

The Irish State launched a pilot Community Sponsorship Ireland model in December 2018 
as an alternative way to resettle refugees in Ireland. Following this successful pilot, the Irish 
Government launched the initiative nationally as a mainstream project in 2019.   

- To date, 55 individuals (13 families) have settled into 13 different rural and urban com-
munities under this model. 

- The 13 Community Sponsorship Ireland groups are located across 5 different counties. 

- 4 New Community Sponsorships groups arrived in Q2 this year. 

- A further 4 families have been identified for arrival in Q3 following a selection ission in 
Greece. 

- A further 11 Community Sponsorship Groups are currently in formation in counties across 
Ireland. 

- New group formations are expanding into new areas including Wicklow, Kerry, Wexford 
and Mayo in addition to new additional groups establishing in Dublin, Cork, Meath and Kildare.

Year Group # Individuals   County 
2018 Dunshaughlin 3 Meath 
2019 Road to Kinsale   5 Cork 
2019 New Beginnings 

-Kells   
5 Meath 

2019 Dublin 6   4 Dublin 
2019 Clane and Rathcof-

fey   
4 Kildare 

2019 Lismore 2 Waterford 
2019 Midleton 3 Cork 
2019 Carrigtwohill 4 Cork 
2020 Tallow 6 Waterford 
2021 Pennisula 5 Dublin 
2021 Dublin 8   4 Dublin 
2021 Cork Croí   5 Cork 
2021 Carrigaline 5 Cork 
  13 Groups 55 individuals 5 counties 
In terms of plans to expand the Community Sponsorship Ireland model taking into con-

sideration the success of its counterpart in Canada I can confirm that the Irish model has been 



Questions - Written Answers

612

developed in cooperation with the Government of      Ireland, Refugees and Citizenship Canada 
(IRCC), and civil society organisations such as UNHCR, the Irish Red Cross, NASC, Irish 
Refugee Council and Amnesty International Ireland. 

In August 2020, the Irish Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP) issued a call for applica-
tions for funding under the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (AMIF) 2014-2020 in 
August 2020. A sum of €770,000 in funding was made available for the IRPP to develop sev-
eral Regional Support Organisations (RSOs) to further develop the Community Sponsorship 
programme in Ireland.

At the start of 2021, 4 RSOs entered into formal agreements with IRPP, with responsibility 
for recruitment, support, coordination and training of Community Sponsorship groups across 
7 areas:  

- Area 1: Dublin /Louth 

- Area 2: Cork /Kerry 

- Area 3: Limerick /Tipperary/Clare

- Area 4: Meath/ Kildare /Wicklow/Westmeath /Offaly 

- Area 5: Waterford /Wexford /Kilkenny/Carlow/Laois 

- Area 6: Galway /Mayo/Longford /Roscommon 

-Area 7: Leitrim /Sligo /Cavan /Donegal/Monaghan

The RSOs will play an active role in promoting community sponsorship at local levels. The 
identification and engagement of Community Sponsorship groups will also be promoted at a 
national level through the activities of the IRPP.   

  Question No. 1194 answered with Question No. 1193.

27/07/2021WRQQQ00300Childcare Services

27/07/2021WRQQQ004001195. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth if assistance will be provided to find a suitable placement for a child (de-
tails supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39178/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQ00500Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Deputy is referring to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family 
Agency. I have therefore referred the matter to Tusla, and asked that a direct response be pro-
vided to the Deputy.

27/07/2021WRQQQ00600Early Childhood Care and Education

27/07/2021WRQQQ007001196. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth if he will set out a roadmap to achieve a doubling of the investment in the early years 
sector to 2028 in accordance with the national early years strategy, First 5, in budget 2022; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39211/21]
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27/07/2021WRQQQ00800Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): First 5, the whole-of-Government strategy for babies, young children and their 
families, commits to at least doubling investment in ELC and SAC on 2018 levels in the de-
cade to 2028. A key vehicle to ensure that such significant additional investment delivers for 
children, families and the State will be a new funding model. The new funding model will be 
the framework for additional investment in services in return for clear evidence of quality and 
affordability to ensure effective use of public funding. 

An Expert Group has been leading the work on developing this new funding model since 
2019. The Group is independently chaired and includes national and international experts in 
ELC and SAC systems, funding, quality, economics, and relevant policy experts from the Gov-
ernment Departments who will be involved in implementing the new funding model. They have 
met seventeen times to date and it is expected that their report will be submitted in November 
2021. 

Implementation of the Group’s recommendations will be dependent on budgetary decisions. 
The allocation of public funding to implement specific programmes or initiatives takes place 
on an annual basis. It is therefore not possible to set out the level of investment in future years, 
which will be subject to the annual budgetary process. The full implementation of the Expert 
Group’s recommendations is likely to be a multi-annual process, with funding likely becoming 
available on an incremental basis. In the short term, I anticipate that the Group’s recommenda-
tions will contribute to informing the Budget 2022 process and my officials are already engaged 
in that process.

Further information on the work of the Expert Group and documentation related to the pro-
cess is available at www.first5fundingmodel.ie.

The Programme for Government commits to implementing First 5, which specifies the 
planned increase in investment over a number of years, and the new funding model will en-
able that increased investment to deliver the types of services that align with national policy 
objectives, resourcing quality provision and requiring affordability for participation in the new 
model.

27/07/2021WRQQQ00900Adoption Services

27/07/2021WRQQQ010001197. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the number of domestic births placed for adoption in each of the years 
2016 to 2020 and to date in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39265/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQ01100Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): As the subject matter of the Deputy’s question relates to an operational matter, I 
have referred the matter to the Adoption Authority for a direct reply.

27/07/2021WRQQQ01200Departmental Data

27/07/2021WRQQQ013001198. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the number of refugees resettled in the State annually since 1 January 2015; and 
the number of refugees that were under 18 years of age at the time of resettlement. [39304/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQ01400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I wish to confirm to the Deputy that the number of refugees resettled to Ireland 
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annually since January 2015, and the number who were under 18 years of age at the time of 
resettlement are as follows:

2015: 163 arrivals of whom 90 were under 18 years of age;

2016: 596 arrivals of whom 297 were under 18 years of age;

2017: 788 arrivals of whom 382 were under 18 years of age;

2018: 608 arrivals of whom 311 were under 18 years of age;

2019: 783 arrivals of whom 422 were under 18 years of age;

2020: 195 arrivals of whom 110 were under 18 years of age; and

2021: 64 arrivals of whom 34 were under 18 years of age.

27/07/2021WRQQQ01500Employment Support Services

27/07/2021WRQQQ016001199. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth if he will encourage public sector and Civil Service employers to top-up the 
salaries of employees who receive parental leave and benefit (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39307/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQ01700Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): Under the Parent’s Leave and Benefit Act 2019, and subsequent amendments 
made under the Family Leave and Miscellaneous Provisions Act 2021, working parents are en-
titled to five weeks of paid parent’s leave for each relevant parent, as defined in the legislation, 
to be taken in the first two years after the birth or adoptive placement of a child. The definition 
of relevant parent under the Act includes a parent of the child and the spouse, civil partner or 
cohabitant of a parent of the child.

The intention of parent’s leave is to enable parents to spend time with their child in the earli-
est years and is deliberately non-transferrable between parents to ensure that both parents are 
encouraged and supported in taking time out from work to spend time with their child.  This is 
further supported through the provision of Parent’s Benefit, which is paid at an equivalent rate 
to maternity, paternity and adoptive benefits at €245 per week.

Parent’s Benefit is a matter for the Minister for Social Protection. Matters related to salary 
top-ups for public sector and civil service employees fall under the remit of the Minister for 
Public Expenditure and Reform. 

My Department will monitor the uptake of family leaves to ensure that they meet the needs 
of working parents and families, including through public consultations such as the consulta-
tion on flexible working undertaken earlier this year.

27/07/2021WRQQQ01800Domestic Violence

27/07/2021WRQQQ019001200. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the estimated cost of providing and maintaining a domestic violence refuge 
space per year; the number of domestic violence refuge spaces that are allocated for 2021; and 
the amount of funding that was provided for domestic violence refuges for 2021. [39308/21]
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27/07/2021WRQQQ02000Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The response to Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence (DSGBV) is a 
cross Departmental and multi-agency issue, with overall policy coordinated by the Department 
of Justice. Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, has statutory responsibility for the care and pro-
tection of victims of DSGBV. Capital funding for approved housing bodies, including services 
that provide refuge accommodation, is currently provided by the Department of Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage.

Tusla has previously advised that the cost of maintaining a single refuge family place is 
in the region of €100,000 annually. This does not include the initial capital costs for the de-
velopment of these additional spaces. Capital costs for the development of refuges are not the 
responsibility of Tusla, and these are not included in the above figure. In addition to capital 
costs, delivery of additional family units of accommodation would require significant strategic 
funding, planning and collaboration between Government Departments, local authorities and 
State agencies. With regard to emergency domestic violence accommodation, Tusla reports that 
141 family units were operational as of 29 April 2021.

The Department is providing Tusla with funding of €30 million this year for the provision of 
DSGBV services. I have asked Tusla to respond directly to the Deputy in relation to the specific 
funding provided to domestic violence refuges in 2021.

27/07/2021WRQQQ02100Family Resource Centres

27/07/2021WRQQQ022001201. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth his views on the impact that short-term contracts in this regard have on the 
running of centres and their ability to plan for the future; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39317/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQ02300Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I understand the Deputy’s question is in reference to the operations of Family 
Resource Centres (FRC).

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency administers the Family Resource Centre (FRC) Pro-
gramme. Tusla provides core funding to 121 FRCs in marginalised communities throughout 
the country, which enables centres to leverage broader community support and access funding 
from other sources. Tusla encourages FRCs to access all funding streams that may be available 
to them, particularly where a FRC may have an area of interest aligned to another Government 
Department or State body. The range of services and supports in FRCs differs from centre to 
centre, and may depend on areas of interest in the community. Accordingly, some FRCs may 
choose to employ staff through community employment programmes operated by the Depart-
ment of Social Protection.

In exchange for annual funding, FRCs sign a Service Level Agreement (SLA) with Tusla on 
an annual basis, and agree to provide a specified level of service to those who may frequent 
its services. FRCs operate independently of Tusla. The recruitment of FRC employees and the 
terms and conditions under which they are employed, are a matter for the Board of Management 
of that FRC. Tusla is not the employer of the staff of FRCs and the remuneration or long-term 
employment of these staff is a matter for their own employers. Tusla assesses the agreed levels 
of service, and how that service is being provided, through the annual SLA process.

I am aware that the COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated financial pressures for many 
services in the voluntary sector, including FRCs. This is why I provided an additional €7m to 
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some 700 community and voluntary organisations funded by Tusla, including FRCs. FRCs 
have shown tireless commitment and real innovation in providing services in response to the 
needs of families at this time. All FRCs have been allocated an additional once-off 5% funding 
increase in recognition of this.

Tusla continues to engage with FRCs on a regular basis in relation to pressure points and 
other ongoing issues. I would strongly encourage any service to make contact with Tusla as 
soon as possible, where issues are being experienced. Tusla is available to support and liaise 
with any FRC that is encountering difficulties at this time.

I am committed to working with colleagues in government, Tusla and across the FRC Pro-
gramme to ensure the sustainability of FRC services to meet the needs of children, young 
people and their families across Ireland.

27/07/2021WRQQQ02400Early Childhood Care and Education

27/07/2021WRQQQ025001202. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the estimated first-year and full-year cost of increasing the ECCE capita-
tion grant by 10%; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39426/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQ02600Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The ECCE programme runs for 38 weeks each programme year. The standard 
capitation rate paid to providers is €69 per child, per week, and the higher capitation rate paid is 
€80.25 per child, per week. The programme currently provides 15 hours of free early learning 
and care per week.

€289.3m has been allocated to ECCE in 2021. 

The following table shows the financial impact of increasing the ECCE standard and higher 
capitation rates by 10% for the 2021/22 programme year and for subsequent years.  A 10% 
increase in ECCE capitation rates would equate to a full year increased cost of €28.9million.   

Capitation   
Increase

Standard   
Capitation 
Rate

Higher 
Capitation 
Rate

Sep -Dec   
2021 Cost

Increase Full Year 
Cost (€m)

Increase 
(€m)

0% €69.00 €80.30 €121.81 n/a €289.30 n/a
10% €75.90 €88.33 €133.99m €12.18m €318.23m €28.93m  

27/07/2021WRQQQ02700Childcare Services

27/07/2021WRQQQ028001203. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the estimated first-year and full-year cost of increasing the affordable 
childcare subsidy for children under three years of age by €1 per hour; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39427/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQ02900Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roder-
ic O’Gorman): The introduction of the National Childcare Scheme (NCS) was a landmark 
moment for making high quality childcare more affordable and accessible to families in Ire-
land. The objectives of the NCS are to improve outcomes for children, reduce poverty, have a 
positive impact on gender equality in relation to labour market participation, tangibly reduce 
the cost of childcare for thousands of families, and establish a sustainable platform for invest-
ment in the Irish childcare sector for decades to come. 
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The universal subsidy is available to all families with children aged between 24 weeks and 
3 years (or until the child qualifies for the Early Childhood Care and Education programme if 
later). The universal subsidy is based on the child’s age, and not on income. Parents do not have 
to undergo an assessment to avail of this subsidy. The universal subsidy is currently provided 
at a rate of €0.50 per hour towards the cost of a registered childcare place up to a maximum of 
45 hours a week.

The increase in cost for the universal subsidy from €0.50 to €1.50 is estimated as an ex-
tra 26m per year and 9m in year one assuming it commences at the start of the programme year 
(commences in late August).

These figures are calculated using a funding model of the NCS which is based on key as-
sumptions around the preferences and behaviours of parents relating to working hours and 
childcare choice, rates of growth in demand, and certain metrics are extrapolated from available 
data. It is also based on a return to the expected growth levels which were estimated prior to 
the impact of Covid-19.

My Department remains committed to the success of the NCS in benefiting families across 
Ireland, and envisage further growth in the NCS in late 2021 as families make greater use of 
childcare services as we recover from the impact of Covid-19.

27/07/2021WRQQQ03000Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRQQQ031001204. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the length of time the Covid-19 rules on the number of children in a pod 
will be in place for childcare facilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39428/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQ032001216. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth if he will advise on a matter raised in correspondence (details supplied) relat-
ing to childcare in County Waterford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40050/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQ03300Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1204 and 1216 together.

The Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) has recommended the use of play-pods 
in Early Learning and Care (ELC) and School Age Childcare (SAC) services as an alternative 
to social distancing during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The purpose of ‘play-pods’ is to limit the number of people a child has contact with, to 
facilitate contact tracing, and to support close, positive interactions between children and their 
adult caregivers. This system also reduces the amount of contact adults have with each other.

The public health advice from the HPSC is that while there is no evidence base on which to 
define a maximum play-pod size, play-pods should be kept as small as is likely to be reasonably 
practical in the specific childcare context.

The maximum adult-child ratios required by the Early Years Services Regulations, 2016 
and the Early Years Services (Registration of School Age Services) Regulations 2018 are un-
changed and so services must continue to operate within them. In most cases there should be 
either one or two adults in a ‘play-pod’ in order to keep play-pod sizes small. Therefore, play-
pod size will be naturally limited by those ratios.

As play-pods are an alternative to social distancing, they will need to stay in place for as 
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long as social distancing is required.  Current advice from the HSE is that play-pods are likely 
to be in place until the end of 2021. The HSE, in conjunction with my Department, is keeping 
this guidance under review and will update as appropriate.  

My Department funds 30 City/County Childcare Committees around the country who are 
available to assist parents in identifying services in their areas. Information on these is available 
at myccc.ie. Information on services registered with Tusla, including contact details and inspec-
tion reports, is available on Tusla’s website.

27/07/2021WRQQQ03400Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

27/07/2021WRQQQ035001205. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth his views on a report (details supplied); his plans with regard to the 
report; the consideration given to include the alternative executive summary as an additional 
appendix to the report of the Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39465/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQ036001218. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth his views on and response to the mother and baby homes commission of inves-
tigation report draft alternative executive summary document. [40178/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQ03700Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1205 and 1218 together.

While a range of views have been expressed in reaction to the Commission of Investiga-
tion’s Final Report, it is important to emphasise that the Commission was entirely independent 
in the performance of its functions and this independence was guaranteed in law. 

It was a matter for the Commission alone to reach whatever conclusions it deemed possible 
based on its assessment of the full body of evidence available to it, including through the work 
of the Confidential Committee. The Commission itself has previously highlighted the necessity 
to take all of its reports into consideration when assessing its outcomes and findings. The final 
report alone extends to over 2,800 pages and the Commission’s Executive Summary does not 
stand in isolation from the comprehensive analysis on each institution and related themes. 

Although the academics in this instance did not have the powers and reach of a statutory 
Commission of Investigation, or access to the Commission’s full archive of records, their re-
port is nevertheless a valuable exercise because a plurality of voices and analyses can add 
to the understanding of our shared history. The Commission’s terms of reference specifically 
acknowledge the importance of its work in supporting further historical research. I, therefore, 
welcome this academic engagement and the Government has committed to supporting further 
research and access to records as key parts of our response to the Commission’s Report. 

The authors recognise that this is a creative academic exercise and not intended to replace 
the Executive Summary of the Commission’s report but, rather, to examine whether alternative 
findings were possible to those reached by the Commission. It is important to recognise that 
the Commission’s reports were prepared and submitted in accordance with a robust statutory 
framework.  Therefore, despite the suggestion by the Deputy, I do not have the legal author-
ity to append material to the report of an independent statutory inquiry. 

In relation to the academic report’s conclusions on the role of the State in the Mother and 
Baby institutions, I said very clearly when publishing the Commission’s report, that the State 
failed, time and again, to protect some of its most vulnerable citizens, and to uphold some 
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of their most fundamental rights.  While the Commission’s Report is not the end point of the 
State’s response to mother and baby and county home institutions, it provides the initial basis 
on which we are building a series of responses to the needs and concerns of survivors and their 
families. 

27/07/2021WRQQQ03800Direct Provision System

27/07/2021WRQQQ039001206. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the status of the implementation of each of the nine parts of the accommodation 
section of the White Paper to End Direct Provision and to Establish a New International Protec-
tion Support Service. [39529/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQ04000Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): Thank you Deputy for your question. 

The implementation of A White Paper to End Direct Provision and to Establish a New In-
ternational Protection Support Service is in its early stages, and much of the progress to date 
has focused on development of the high-level implementation plan. The Implementation Team 
for the transition to the new International Protection Support Service is working closely with 
the Housing Agency who have developed a number of papers who are preparing a number of 
different advice papers which will inform key decisions relating to accommodation.

In addition, the County and City Management Association are developing an allocation key 
on behalf of the Local Authorities. This allocation key will serve as a guide as to how many 
applicants for International Protection will be accommodated in each Local Authority area. 
DCEDIY should have this allocation key by the end of the month and can then start to plan how 
the new accommodation model will operate in more detail. I have met with both the Housing 
Agency and the County and City Management Association (CCMA) and my Department is 
actively engaged with them on their proposals. 

The first meeting of the Programme Board to oversee the transition to the new International 
Protection Support Service will hold its inaugural meeting on Thursday 29 July 2021. 

27/07/2021WRQQQ04100Charitable and Voluntary Organisations

27/07/2021WRQQQ042001207. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the number of disabled persons organisations across the country by CHO 
in tabular form; the number of them that have been engaged with by his Department; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39682/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQ043001208. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the specific supports that are currently being provided to disabled persons 
organisations; and the supports that are planned for them. [39683/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQ044001209. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the plans to make sure that disabled persons organisations are prioritised 
in the constitution of the new disability steering group (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39684/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQ045001210. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the meaning of the term “representative organisations of disabled per-
sons”; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that many disabled persons are concerned that 
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this phrase is being used to equate advocacy groups and service providers with disabled persons 
organisations and that the voice of the disabled persons organisations must be championed 
above all other organisations. [39685/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQ046001211. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth his plans to make sure that disabled persons organisations are being spe-
cifically distinguished over service providers and prioritised in consultative processes; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39686/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQ04700Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1207 to 1211, inclusive, together.

Ireland ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
(UNCRPD) in 2018. This marked an important milestone in a process to strengthen the rights 
of people with disabilities in Ireland that has gathered momentum since Ireland became a signa-
tory to the Convention in 2007. 

Our approach to meeting the obligations of the UNCRPD is one of progressive realisation, 
each year moving forward on key reforms, with the obligations arising from the Convention 
being met over time.

The Programme for Government, commits to establishing a UNCRPD Implementation Plan. 
This Plan will coordinate and monitor progress on implementing the UNCRPD across Govern-
ment departments. My Department will play a lead role in coordinating the Implementation 
Plan with individual Departments also having responsibility for drafting their own individual 
plans to feed into the National Plan.  A concept paper on the UNCRPD Implementation Plan 
was presented at the National Disability Inclusion Strategy Steering Group meeting in June 
2021. This is the initial step on the design process for the Plan.

The UNCRPD requires State parties to actively involve people with disabilities in policy 
development (Article 4.3). It is important that the experiences and perspectives of people with 
disabilities are integrated into the development of policies and programmes so that they meet 
their needs effectively.

My Department has funded the development of a Participation and Consultation Network to 
build capacity within the disability community so that people with disabilities and their repre-
sentative organisations can participate fully.  The Network was formed in late 2020.

The Network has an organising member and four grant funded members that were selected 
by an open process. The organising member is tasked with organisational and administrative 
duties for the Network and for providing a single point of contact for the work it is involved 
in. There are four grant funded members who are funded to support their involvement in the 
Network and in engaging and providing supports to the wider membership. There are two or-
ganisations, of the four grant funded members, which state that they are DPOs.  One of those 
organisations represent a number of DPOs.

The Network has a total of 117 members.  Members include disability organisations, dis-
abled peoples organisations, individuals with disabilities and family members and support 
groups. They represent a wide and diverse set of experiences of disabilities. The wide and var-
ied membership ensures that there is a wide range of perspectives representing the diversity of 
people with disabilities.

This Network is an important initiative that will help us to realise both the spirit and the sub-
stance of the UNCRPD here in Ireland. It will provide a platform for people with disabilities to 
become actively involved in issues that affect their lives.  Their perspectives are very important 
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in the development of policy.

There is currently no central list of DPOS in Ireland.  My Department is supporting a small 
number of DPOs through the Network and this will be kept under review.

My colleague Minister of State for Disability, Anne Rabbitte, T.D., recently launched an ex-
pression of  interest process for members of the Disability Stakeholder Group (DSG).  The DSG 
plays an important role in monitoring the national disability strategies.  Applications are invited 
from a range of stakeholders, including DPOs, but also including family members, individuals 
and academics.  This is to ensure that the Group has access to a wide range of perspectives on 
the issues facing people with disabilities and those support them.    

  Question No. 1208 answered with Question No. 1207.

  Question No. 1209 answered with Question No. 1207.

  Question No. 1210 answered with Question No. 1207.

  Question No. 1211 answered with Question No. 1207.

27/07/2021WRQQQ05200Social Welfare Eligibility

27/07/2021WRQQQ053001212. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the status of efforts to provide access to paid maternity leave for parents of chil-
dren born via surrogacy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38569/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQ05400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): Policy on surrogacy rests with the Minister for Health while policy on parentage 
rests with the Minister for Justice.  Legislation on family leaves must be developed in the con-
text of the legal situation concerning parentage, including in relation to surrogacy.  Any changes 
in the legal situation with regard to parentage and surrogacy are matters for the Minister for 
Justice and Minister for Health.  Payments of benefit are a matter for the Minister for Social 
Protection.

Some forms of family leaves may be available to commissioning surrogate parents.  These 
include parental leave and parent’s leave and benefit.

27/07/2021WRQQQ05500Departmental Data

27/07/2021WRQQQ056001213. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth the number of front-line workers who are applicants for international protec-
tion who are in accommodation provided by the HSE in Galway city and county; if issues have 
been raised with the HSE regarding the suitability of the accommodation; if these issues have 
been addressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38880/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQ05700Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): My Department does not hold the information as requested by the Deputy.

As the Deputy will be aware the State has a legal obligation to provide accommodation 
and other support services for international protection applicants. The International Protection 
Accommodation Service (IPAS) of my Department currently meets this obligation through the 
Direct Provision system. The system is completely voluntary and people can choose not to ac-
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cept it or to leave the accommodation placement at any time. As such, front line workers who 
are also International Protection applicants and who are availing of the HSE scheme, may not 
have been living in IPAS accommodation previously.

The temporary accommodation scheme for front line workers is operated by the HSE and 
all queries pertaining to such are entirely a matter for the HSE.

If any protection applicant wishes to leave HSE allocated accommodation, they may con-
tact IPAS via the helpline: ipasinbox@equality.gov.ie. IPAS will arrange for accommodation to 
be provided in an IPAS accommodation centre.  Protection applicants may have to accept that 
they may be initially accommodated in a temporary accommodation location until their needs 
are assessed and more suitable accommodation is found within the IPAS portfolio. In relation 
to Covid-19 guidelines, protection applicants will not be re-accommodated in a centre with an 
active Covid-19 outbreak.

27/07/2021WRRRR00200Asylum Seekers

27/07/2021WRRRR003001214. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth the status of plans to end direct provision and implement an alternative system that 
will effectively and humanely process both new applications of asylum and address the backlog 
of existing cases; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39804/21]

27/07/2021WRRRR00400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): Thank you Deputy for your question. 

The implementation of A White Paper to End Direct Provision and to Establish a New Inter-
national Protection Support Service is in its early stages, and much of the progress to date has 
focused on development of the high-level implementation plan. The Implementation Team for 
the transition to the new International Protection Support Service is working closely with the 
Housing Agency who are preparing a number of different advice papers which will inform key 
decisions relating to accommodation.

In addition, the County and City Management Association (CCMA) are developing an al-
location key on behalf of the Local Authorities. This allocation key will serve as a guide as to 
how many applicants for International Protection will be accommodated in each Local Author-
ity area. Officials in my Department should have this allocation key by the end of the month 
and can then start to plan how the new accommodation model will operate in more detail. I have 
met with both the Housing Agency and the CCMA and my Department is actively engaged with 
them on their proposals. 

The first meeting of the Programme Board to oversee the transition to the new International 
Protection Support Service will hold its inaugural meeting on Thursday 29 July 2021.

27/07/2021WRRRR00500Departmental Bodies

27/07/2021WRRRR006001215. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth the agencies and State organisations under his Department that are receiving State 
funding that do not have to declare salaries of employees under the 2016 code of governance; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40030/21]

27/07/2021WRRRR00700Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The aegis bodies under my Department’s remit are best placed to respond directly 
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to the Deputy on the manner in which they publish the salary levels for their employees.  My 
Department is contacting all aegis bodies under its remit to ask that they respond to you directly 
advising whether any of their salaries are not disclosed.

  Question No. 1216 answered with Question No. 1204.

27/07/2021WRRRR00900Legislative Programme

27/07/2021WRRRR010001217. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, In-
tegration and Youth when he expects all sections of the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) 
Act 2015 to be commenced in particular Part 8; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40150/21]

27/07/2021WRRRR01100Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 (the 2015 Act) is a very im-
portant piece of legislation that changes the existing law on capacity from the status approach 
of the wardship system to a flexible functional approach, whereby capacity is assessed on an 
issue- and time-specific basis.  It will abolish the wards of court system for adults by repealing 
the Lunacy Regulation (Ireland) Act 1871.  Adults currently in wardship will transition to the 
new decision-making support arrangements on a phased basis over 3 years from the date of 
commencement. 

The Government made a commitment in the Programme for Government to commencing 
the 2015 Act, recognising the importance of the much needed reform it represents.  We are 
working towards a date of June 2022 for full commencement.   

The delays in commencement of the 2015 Act arise from two principal factors.  The Deci-
sion Support Service, which is the organisation that will operate the progressive provisions of 
the 2015 Act, has to become operational and to be able to respond to the complex decision-
making needs of people with capacity difficulties.  Amendments are also required to the 2015 
Act before full commencement can take place.  Work is actively taking place on an Assisted 
Decision-Making (Capacity) (Amendment) Bill, which is expected to be enacted by year end.  
Priority drafting has been secured and publication of the Bill is expected in October.  The 
amendments will streamline processes, in the interests of those using its provisions.  They will 
also strengthen the safeguards included in the 2015 Act.

Some provisions of the Act have been commenced to enable the recruitment of the Direc-
tor of the Decision Support Service; the establishment of a multidisciplinary working group in 
relation to Advance Healthcare Directives; and most recently, on the 1st   of February this year, 
the repeal of the Marriage of Lunatics Act, which means that a ward can now marry if she or he 
has capacity to do so. 

The Decision Support Service has made considerable progress in putting in place the admin-
istrative and IT systems needed to operate the 2015 Act.  To this end a budget of €5.8 million 
was secured for the Decision Support Service for 2021, a significant increase on its €3.5 million 
2020 budget.

A high-level Steering Group, chaired by the Department of Children, Equality, Disabil-
ity, Integration and Youth, meets monthly to oversee and drive progress towards full com-
mencement.  The Steering Group comprises senior officials from the Department of Health, the 
Department of Justice, the Mental Health Commission, the Courts Service, the HSE and the 
Decision Support Service, recognising that successful operation of the 2015 Act will involve 
multiple stakeholders.  They are working towards commencement of the 2015 Act in June 2022, 
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with the Decision Support Service opening for business immediately thereafter.

  Question No. 1218 answered with Question No. 1205.

27/07/2021WRRRR01300International Protection

27/07/2021WRRRR014001219. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth if the International Protection Accommodation Service has responsibil-
ity for providing quarantine accommodation for refugee family members given the prohibitive 
costs of hotel quarantine facilities for family members who have a right to be reunified with 
their family members in Ireland in accordance with the International Protection Act 2015; if 
not, if quarantine hotel fees will be waived for beneficiaries of refugee family reunification; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40260/21]

27/07/2021WRRRR01500Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): IRPP has responsibility for the arrival of family members being reunified under 
Irish Humanitarian Admissions Programme.

Family members arriving during Covid 19 have been facilitated in IPAS quarantine centres 
at no cost to the refugees or their family members.  All quarantine rules have been observed.

27/07/2021WRRRR01600Childcare Services

27/07/2021WRRRR017001220. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth if he will examine the case of the closure of a crèche (details supplied) and 
work with Tusla and the childcare provider to allow the service to remain open. [40339/21]

27/07/2021WRRRR01800Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): As the subject matter of the Deputy’s question relates to an operational matter for 
Tusla, I have referred the matter to them for a direct reply.

27/07/2021WRRRR01900Domestic Violence

27/07/2021WRRRR020001221. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth if there are plans for a domestic violence refuge for counties Cavan and 
Monaghan in view of the rising number of victims within the region; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40340/21]

27/07/2021WRRRR02100Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The response to Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence (DSGBV) is a 
cross Departmental and multi-agency issue with policy coordinated by the Department of Jus-
tice. Under the Child and Family Agency Act, 2013, Tusla, the Child and Family Agency has 
statutory responsibility for the care and protection of victims of DSGBV. Capital funding for 
approved housing bodies, including services that provide refuge accommodation for victims of 
DSGBV, is provided by the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage.

I appreciate the Deputy’s concern in relation to this issue and I am aware that she has en-
gaged with my Department on this matter on numerous occasions. At present, supports for vic-
tims in Counties Cavan and Monaghan are available through the services of Tearmann, which 
is based in Monaghan. Tearmann also provides outreach services in several locations in both 
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counties. While there is no purpose-built refuge facility in these counties at present, women can 
avail of emergency domestic violence accommodation in Counties Louth and Meath, where 
there are currently three refuges supported by Tusla. I am advised by Tusla that it has had some 
engagement with various local stakeholders about potential future refuge developments, includ-
ing a recent meeting in May with a local group.

Tusla is finalising an accommodation review which will present recommendations on fu-
ture configuration of accommodation and services that may be required to holistically meet the 
needs of victims of DSGBV. The findings of the review will be discussed and actions agreed 
towards any future investment in this area as part of the Third National Strategy on DSGBV, 
The findings will be presented to the Monitoring Committee for the National Strategy, which 
contains stakeholders within the DSGBV sector and across government, with a view to achiev-
ing a national consensus on the State’s response to identified needs.

The Deputy will also be aware that the Programme for Government committed to an audit 
on segmentation of DSGBV responsibilities across government departments and agencies. The 
findings of this audit was recently published by the Department of Justice. 

The development of additional refuge places will require strong engagement across Gov-
ernment and with key stakeholders, and will be informed by all the processes outlined above. 
Accordingly, I am not in a position to advise at this point if a refuge facility will be developed 
in a specific location of the country. 

It is of the utmost importance that the needs of those who experience domestic violence are 
met in the most appropriate way possible. I am committed to ensuring future service provision 
is evidence based and designed to meet the needs of individuals who experience domestic vio-
lence.

27/07/2021WRRRR02200Early Childhood Care and Education

27/07/2021WRRRR023001222. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, In-
tegration and Youth the percentage of children availing of free preschool services for one and 
two years; if a county breakdown of same is available; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40441/21]

27/07/2021WRRRR02400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme is a two-year, uni-
versal pre-school programme available to all children within the eligible age range. Children are 
eligible to enrol in the  Programme once they are 2 years and 8 months of age in the September 
of a given programme year and are eligible to avail of two years of the programme (provided 
that they are not older than 5 years and 6 months at the end of the programme year). 

The ECCE programme is not a mandatory programme and parents can choose to send their 
child to the ECCE programme for two years, one year or not at all.  Since the introduction of 
the Programme in 2010, uptake rates have been approximately 95% of eligible children. The 
proportion of children availing of the full two-year entitlement is determined by a range of fac-
tors, including parental choice with regard to school starting age. 

The figures supplied by the scheme administrator Pobal in the tables below shows the per-
centage of children enrolled in the ECCE programme in 2019 that availed of one or two years. 
This data is presented by county.

The figure for one year of the programme is calculated on the basis of the number of chil-
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dren with an ECCE registration in 2019 but no 2018 or 2020 ECCE registration. The figure for 
two years of the programme is  based on the number of children with a 2019 ECCE registration 
and also a 2018 or a 2020 ECCE registration.

County  I year ECCE  County  2 years ECCE
Carlow 13%  Carlow 87%
Cavan 12%  Cavan 88%
Clare 12%  Clare 88%
Cork 10%  Cork 90%
Donegal 15%  Donegal 85%
Dublin 18%  Dublin 82%
Galway 12%  Galway 88%
Kerry 11%  Kerry 89%
Kildare 13%  Kildare 87%
Kilkenny 12%  Kilkenny 88%
Laois 10%  Laois 90%
Leitrim 15%  Leitrim 85%
Limerick 15%  Limerick 85%
Longford 18%  Longford 82%
Louth 21%  Louth 79%
Mayo 13%  Mayo 87%
Meath 12%  Meath 88%
Monaghan 23%  Monaghan 77%
Offaly 14%  Offaly 86%
Roscommon 15%  Roscommon 85%
Sligo 15%  Sligo 85%
Tipperary 12%  Tipperary 88%
Waterford 17%  Waterford 83%
Westmeath 12%  Westmeath 88%
Wexford 12%  Wexford 88%
Wicklow 13%  Wicklow 87%

27/07/2021WRRRR02500Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRRRR026001223. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the funding that has been allocated by his Department for projects and initiatives 
in County Tipperary over the past 12 months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40496/21]

27/07/2021WRRRR02700Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): Officials in my Department are currently compiling the information as requested 
by the Deputy.  This information will be supplied to the Deputy in no later than 10 working 
days.  I have asked my officials to follow up on this to ensure delivery as a matter of urgency.

 

27/07/2021WRRRR02800Childcare Services
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27/07/2021WRRRR029001224. Deputy Mary Butler asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth if he will address the concerns raised in correspondence (details supplied) re-
garding reported shortage of crèche places in Waterford city and county; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40555/21]

27/07/2021WRRRR03000Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The play-pod model in Early Learning Care (ELC) and School Age Childcare 
(SAC) is recommended as an alternative to social distancing between children. The purpose of 
‘play-pods’ is to limit the number of people a child has contact with, to facilitate contact trac-
ing, and to support close, positive interactions between children and their adult caregivers. This 
system also reduces the amount of contact adults have with each other.

As play-pods are an alternative to social distancing, they will need to stay in place for as 
long as social distancing is required.  Current advice from the HSE is that play-pods are likely 
to be in place until the end of 2021. 

It is important to note that vaccination of staff will not automatically remove the need for 
play-pods or other public health measures as (a) children may not be vaccinated until a later 
point and (b) public health advice is that there is not sufficient data at present to demonstrate 
that vaccination prevents or reduces transmission.

The public health advice from the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) is that 
while there is no evidence base on which to define a maximum play-pod size, play-pods should 
be kept as small as is likely to be reasonably practical in the specific childcare context.

The maximum adult-child ratios required by the Early Years Services Regulations 2016 
and the Early Years Services (Registration of School Age Services) Regulations 2018 are un-
changed and so services must continue to operate within them. In most cases there should be 
either one or two adults in a ‘play-pod’ in order to keep play-pod sizes small. Therefore, play-
pod size will be naturally limited by those ratios.

My Department funds 30 City/County Childcare Committees around the country who are 
available to assist parents in identifying services in their areas. Information on these is available 
at www.myccc.ie .   Information on services registered with Tusla, including contact details and 
inspection reports, is available on Tusla’s website. 

27/07/2021WRRRR03100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRRRR032001225. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth if he will provide a payment for parents who have to take unpaid leave to mind 
their children that have to isolate due to having or being a close contact with Covid-19; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40586/21]

27/07/2021WRRRR03300Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): There are a range of family leave options available to working parents, many of 
which have been extended in the recent past.

The Parental Leave Act 1998 entitles parents to unpaid leave to look after their children. 
This leave is available to a relevant parent, who is defined as a parent, adoptive parent or person 
acting in loco parentis.

The Parental Leave (Amendment) Act 2019 introduced a significant extension to the exist-
ing parental leave entitlements, raising the age of the child for whom parental leave may be 
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taken from eight years to twelve. It also extended the parental leave entitlement by 8 weeks, on 
a phased basis. The last of these increases came into effect on 1 September 2020 and parents are 
now entitled to 26 weeks leave in total.

In addition, the Parent’s Leave and Benefit Act 2019 introduced two weeks of paid parent’s 
leave for each relevant parent, as defined in the legislation, to be taken in the first year after the 
birth or adoptive placement of a child. The definition of relevant parent under the Act includes 
a parent of the child and the spouse, civil partner or cohabitant of a parent of the child.

Following the commencement of the Family Leave and Miscellaneous Provisions Act 2021 
on 1 April 2021, an additional three weeks of paid parent’s leave has been granted to each rel-
evant parent, and the period in which the leave can be taken has been extended to the first two 
years after the birth or adoptive placement of a child.

There are no plans to amend any of the family leave provisions at present.

Matters in relation to a payment of benefit are under the remit of the Minister for Social 
Protection.

27/07/2021WRRRR03400Departmental Reviews

27/07/2021WRRRR035001226. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth the last occasion on which a Department-wide review of all funding within 
his Department took place; the frequency of such reviews; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40630/21]

27/07/2021WRRRR03600Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): Information sought by the Deputy is currently being collated and the response 
will issue as soon as possible.

27/07/2021WRRRR03700Asylum Seekers

27/07/2021WRRRR038001227. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the number of asylum seekers and unaccompanied minors from Lesvos, 
Greece that have been resettled in Ireland in line with the Government commitment made in 
October 2020; if further consideration has been given to resettling additional numbers of asy-
lum seekers and unaccompanied minors from Lesvos, Greece; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40674/21]

27/07/2021WRRRR03900Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I am pleased to report that 53 persons were interviewed last month by my officials 
in the Irish Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP) from the Moria Camp in Lesbos in Greece 
and security approved in early July for resettlement in Ireland.  Flights and isolation accom-
modation on arrival are currently being organised.

In Budget 2021, I secured an additional €5m to support TUSLA in providing dedicated 
services to accelerate the intake of the remaining unaccompanied refugee children in Greece 
to whom my government have committed to take 36 unaccompanied minors. Eight children 
already arrived in Summer 2020.  TUSLA have developed a range of accommodation options 
to receive and provide specialist care for the children. Changes at European Union level in the 
procedures for managing the relocation of unaccompanied minors led to a pause in the transfer 
of all children.
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These changes have now been successfully implemented at EU level and Ireland has re-
ceived a list of unaccompanied minors who have been accepted, following appropriate security 
checking and preparation.  TUSLA are ready to receive these children as soon as they can travel 
safely. TUSLA and my Department are working with the Greek authorities and the HSE to 
progress the safest travel and relocation options as soon as possible, within the scope of current 
travel and quarantine restrictions.  The plan is that the remaining 28 children will arrive in 4 
different groups between the end of this month and mid-September.

27/07/2021WRRRR04000Child and Family Agency

27/07/2021WRRRR041001228. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Dis-
ability, Integration and Youth if a case lead will be assigned to a child (details supplied) given 
the case is extremely complex and the child falls between services. [40938/21]

27/07/2021WRRRR04200Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Deputy is referring to an operational matter for Tusla, the Child and Family 
Agency. I have therefore referred the matter to Tusla, and asked that a direct response be pro-
vided to the Deputy.

27/07/2021WRRRR04300Childcare Services

27/07/2021WRRRR044001229. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth the timeframe for the review of the national childcare scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41050/21]

27/07/2021WRRRR04500Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): Section 26 of the Childcare Support Act 2018 provides for a review of the opera-
tion of the National Childcare Scheme (NCS) to commence 12 months after the first payment 
of subsidies under the scheme. The 12 month review is an independent assessment of the imple-
mentation and impacts of NCS during its first year of operation. 

 

The fundamental purpose for the review is to provide key data and information to support 
the future development of the NCS. The review will provide a basis for the DCEDIY to con-
sider how effectively the NCS is operating and whether it is meeting the objectives which are 
meaningfully measurable within the first year. These objectives are to:    

- Tangibly reduce the cost of early learning and childcare for tens of thousands of families. 

- Establish a sustainable platform for investment in the Irish early learning and childcare 
sector for decades to come. 

Section 26 of that Act states that the Minister will provide a report “in writing to each House 
of the Oireachtas of his or her findings and conclusions resulting from the review”.  It is also in-
tended that the report will be published. The likely timeframe for publication is end 2021.

27/07/2021WRRRR04600Family Support Services

27/07/2021WRRRR047001230. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
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gration and Youth his plans in terms of early intervention and family supports in County Louth; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41051/21]

27/07/2021WRRRR04800Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): Tusla provides early intervention and family support services, through both inter-
nal Tusla family support provision and the commissioning of services through its community 
and Voluntary Sector partners. 

Through the Prevention, Partnership and Family Support service, 121 Child and Family 
Support networks have been developed. The networks help to support integrated and co-ordi-
nated supports for children, young people and families at local community level.  CFSNs are a 
frontline operational structure set up by Tusla to support integrated service delivery. Members 
of CFSNs come from a variety of agencies or local voluntary and community services such as 
the Community and Voluntary Sector, HSE Primary Care Social Work, Early Years Services, 
Sports Clubs, Speech & Language Therapy, An Garda Siochána Youth Probation Services, Pri-
mary and Secondary Schools etc. There are 5 of these networks in the Tusla Louth Meath Area.

The Child and Family Support Networks also facilitate the coordination of the use of Mei-
theal, the Tusla-led early intervention national practice model that identifies a child’s and their 
families’ needs and strengths, and brings together a team around the child to deliver preventa-
tive support. Families in Louth engage with the Meitheal process.

In 2020, 1722 children received a family support service in the Tusla Louth Meath Area.

Tusla will continue to provide early intervention and family support services in Co. Louth, 
based on local needs identified by the Tusla local Area Manager.

27/07/2021WRRRR04900Childcare Services

27/07/2021WRRRR050001231. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the engagements he has had with organisations regarding the national 
childcare scheme; his views on the state of readiness of same; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41052/21]

27/07/2021WRRRR05100Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): My Department has had ongoing engagement with a number of organisations 
representing the early learning and childcare sector prior to, and since the launch of the National 
Childcare Scheme (NCS). 

In recent months, my Department has conducted a number of stakeholder consultations 
to gain further insights into their experience of the NCS. The stakeholder consultations were 
established to give providers with the opportunity to engage in a structured consultation and 
discussion process, identifying any concerns and opportunities to further support the operation 
and development of the NCS.

As part of the review of the NCS, which is currently underway, there was a survey of pro-
viders and parents and data gathered from these surveys are currently being analysed. A num-
ber of stakeholder interviews were also conducted as part of this review, involving interviews 
across  provider organisations and representative bodies. 

 More broadly and as part of the development of a new funding model for the early learning 
and childcare sector, there has been considerable engagement with providers, parents and other 
stakeholders. The NCS was among a range of issues raised in the course of this work.
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27/07/2021WRRRR05200Adoption Services

27/07/2021WRRRR053001232. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth his views on a report by an organisation (details supplied). [41085/21]

27/07/2021WRRRR054001233. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth his views on a recommendation in a report by an organisation (details supplied). 
[41086/21]

27/07/2021WRRRR055001234. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth his views on a recommendation in a report by an organisation (details supplied). 
[41087/21]

27/07/2021WRRRR056001235. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth his views on a recommendation in a report by an organisation (details supplied). 
[41088/21]

27/07/2021WRRRR057001236. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth his views on a recommendation in a report by an organisation (details supplied). 
[41089/21]

27/07/2021WRRRR05800Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1232, 1233, 1234, 1235 and 1236 together.

I am aware of the Adoptee Voices report published by Aitheantas on 21 July and am cur-
rently giving careful consideration to this report. I have also met with Aitheantas a number of 
times during 2020 and 2021 as part of my wider engagement with adoption stakeholders.

With regard to the recommendations concerning a review of historic adoptions, I am 
very conscious that every record on adoption represents the lives of a number of individuals. 
There are major ethical issues at play where the reality, identity and family and legal relation-
ships that people have lived their whole lives may be fundamentally impacted. I am also con-
scious that, in some cases, records may simply not exists anymore.

From listening to those most centrally affected, I believe that what is important as an imme-
diate priority is access to birth certificates and early life information for adoptees. The Deputy 
will be aware that the Birth Information and Tracing legislation is currently undergoing pre-
legislative scrutiny. If enacted, this legislation will, for the first time, enshrine in law the clear 
right of access to birth certificates, and other birth and early life information. 

The legislation will provide the necessary legal framework for a strong and supportive in-
formation and tracing service.  It will ensure that any individual with a question about their 
origins is empowered to access their own records and is supported with regard to any related 
needs.

With regard to the criticisms of Tusla and the Adoption Authority of Ireland, while I ac-
knowledge the unsatisfactory experiences of some individuals and can understand the asso-
ciated anger and disappointment, I am of the view that the issue is primarily with the major 
shortcomings of current law in the area, rather than with the agencies themselves. Therefore, 
as set out above, I am committed to urgently progressing legislation to provide access to birth 
and early life information. My Department is also working with both agencies in terms of an 
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implementation plan for the new legislation, assuming that it is passed. In the longer-term, the 
Government is committed to a central repository of records and a new National Memorial and 
Records Centre. 

Finally, with regard to counselling, Barnardos provides a service for adopted adults and par-
ents. In addition, the National Counselling Service provides a service for individuals who 
were resident in Mother and Baby Homes or whose births were illegally registered. The pro-
posed Birth Information and Tracing legislation also deals with the provision of supports, in-
cluding counselling, to adopted persons and parents.

 

  Question No. 1233 answered with Question No. 1232.

  Question No. 1234 answered with Question No. 1232.  

Question No. 1234 answered with Question No. 1232.

  Question No. 1235 answered with Question No. 1232.

  Question No. 1236 answered with Question No. 1232.

27/07/2021WRSSS00500Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

27/07/2021WRSSS006001237. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the status of the report of the interdepartmental group set up to develop 
detailed proposals for the restorative recognition scheme for survivors of mother and baby and 
county home institutions; if he has received the report to date; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41138/21]

27/07/2021WRSSS00700Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The Deputy will be aware that, as part of its response to the Final Report of the 
Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes (and Certain Related Matters), 
the Government committed to establishing a Restorative Recognition Scheme for survivors of 
Mother and Baby and County Home Institutions. This Scheme will include a financial payment 
and a form of enhanced medical card. 

An Interdepartmental Group (IDG) was set up to develop detailed proposals for the  Scheme, 
taking account of the recommendations of the Commission but not limited to those recommen-
dations.  The work of the IDG was guided by a human rights focus and informed by consulta-
tion with survivors which took place during March and April, with a strong response received 
to that consultation process.

The work of the Interdepartmental Group is effectively complete, and I look forward to re-
ceiving its final report and bringing proposals to Cabinet for approval early in the next Dáil 
term.  When Cabinet approval for a Scheme is received, my Department will then begin the 
significant work necessary to establish this Scheme and make it available for applications as 
soon as possible in 2022.

27/07/2021WRSSS00800Youth Work Supports
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27/07/2021WRSSS009001238. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the average estimated cost of recruiting four youth workers, one team 
leader and an administration person in the youth work sector for one year. [41257/21]

27/07/2021WRSSS01000Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): Funding from my Department in respect of funded youth organisations is de-
signed as a contribution towards a particular service being provided.  My Department does not 
have a role in determining salaries or other related costs for a particular service, and there are 
no nationally recognised salary scales on which to draw. 

The cost of setting up a service will vary depending on the nature of the service being pro-
vided and if it is a new service or an augmentation of an existing service.  In addition, other 
recruitment factors that would be taken into account include experience and relevant qualifica-
tions.

In preparation for the roll-out of the targeted youth funding scheme, UBU Your Place Your 
Space, a number of pilot projects were established.  Based on the experience of establishing 
these services, it would suggest a service of the type described by the Deputy in his question 
may cost in the region of €200,000 to €300,000 per annum.

27/07/2021WRSSS01100Grant Payments

27/07/2021WRSSS012001239. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the estimated cost to increase student grants to their highest 
historical levels in real inflation-adjusted terms. [41228/21]

27/07/2021WRSSS01300Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): It is not possible to definitively calculate the estimates costs as requested 
in light of the various adjustments that have been made to the student grant system since 2008, 
and in particularly the demographic changes that have taken place. 

To put it in context, in 2008/09 there were 57,261 students who benefitted from grant sup-
port at a cost of €264m, whereas in 2020/21 there were over 74,000 students in receipt of grant 
support at a cost of €370m. 

It is however, estimated that it would cost in excess of €100m to reverse all of the adjust-
ments that have been made to the student grant scheme since 2008. 

The Programme for Government contains commitments to, amongst other things, review 
SUSI eligibility criteria, adjacency rates and postgraduate grant supports. The review of the 
Student Grant Scheme is underway with over 250 submissions received via the public consulta-
tion process and over 9,000 survey responses were received through an online survey process. 
It is anticipated that the SUSI review will be completed later this year and will inform policy 
priorities for the next Estimates process and future considerations regarding the development 
of student grant policy.  At this point I cannot pre-empt the outcome of the review to indicate 
when any proposed changes will come into effect. 

27/07/2021WRSSS01400Third Level Fees

27/07/2021WRSSS015001240. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the estimated full year cost of measures (details supplied). 
[41230/21]
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27/07/2021WRSSS01600Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): In relation to tuition fees it is important to consider that the State currently 
provides very substantial financial support to undergraduate students in higher education to-
wards the cost of their studies.  This support has played a very significant role in facilitating ac-
cess to and growth in higher education. What was previously the preserve of a relatively small 
proportion of the school leaving population is now much more widely available, as reflected in 
the current transfer rate from second to third level.

Through my Departments Free Fees Schemes the Exchequer currently contributes €340m to 
meeting the tuition fee costs of over 139,000 eligible undergraduate students in higher educa-
tion.  All students eligible for the scheme receive state support whereby the Exchequer pays the 
cost of tuition fees exclusive of the student contribution. In addition, the Exchequer pays the 
student contribution of €3,000 per annum in full or part, through SUSI, for approximately 44% 
of students eligible for free fees at a cost of over €180m.

The estimated net cost to the Exchequer of abolishing the student contribution charge is 
€245.5m in the academic year 2021/2022. This is the estimated net cost to the Exchequer fac-
toring in the subsequent estimated reduction in the SUSI Student Grant budget, since the Ex-
chequer would then no longer pay the Student Contribution on behalf of undergraduate students 
in receipt of student grant support. The costs for the Exchequer of reducing or abolishing the 
student contribution would increase in line with the demographic increases expected in the 
coming years up to 2030. 

The figures above relate to full time undergraduate students who qualify for the Free Fees 
Initiative. They do not take account of fees charged by Higher Education Institutions such 
as fees for full-time undergraduate students who do not qualify for the Free Fees Initiative; 
part-time undergraduate tuition fees, post-graduate tuition fees students or other additional fees 
charged by HEIs.

As the Deputy is aware, Higher Education Institutions are autonomous bodies and are re-
sponsible for their own day-to-day management and operational affairs, including the manage-
ment of academic affairs. They retain the right to determine their own policies and procedures. 
The total level of fees payable to the institution in the case of students not eligible for free fees 
funding (including postgraduate fees) or the charge of any ‘capitation’ type fees are therefore 
solely a matter for the relevant institution to determine in line with its own criteria. As estimated 
cost of the state fully supporting all such fees in not readily available.

In relation to student grants, it is not possible to definitively calculate the cost of the various 
adjustments that have been made to the student support system since 2008, particularly in light 
of the demographic changes that have taken place. 

To put it in context, in 2008/09 there were 57,261 students who benefitted from grant sup-
port at a cost of €264m, whereas in 2020/21 there were over 74,000 students in receipt of grant 
support at a cost of €370m. 

It is however, estimated that it would cost in excess of €100m to reverse all of the adjust-
ments that have been made to the student grant scheme since 2008.

The Programme for Government contains commitments to, amongst other things, review 
SUSI eligibility criteria, adjacency rates and postgraduate grant supports. The review of the 
Student Grant Scheme is underway with over 250 submissions received via the public consulta-
tion process and over 9,000 survey responses were received through an online survey process. 
It is anticipated that the SUSI review will be completed later this year and will inform policy 
priorities for the next Estimates process and future considerations regarding the development 
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of student grant policy.  At this point I cannot pre-empt the outcome of the review to indicate 
when any proposed changes will come into effect.  

27/07/2021WRSSS01700Further and Higher Education

27/07/2021WRSSS018001241. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Further and Higher 
Education, Research, Innovation and Science the status of the process to bring about the full 
integration of a college (details supplied) into the higher education framework in the south-east 
region; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39066/21]

27/07/2021WRSSS01900Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I wish to reiterate that my key priority and that of my Department in terms 
of advancing higher education integration in the south-east region is the progression by the 
publicly funded Institutes of Technology that make up the TUSEI consortium of their propos-
als for a technological university to serve all parts of the region.  In this context I appointed an 
expert advisory panel to assess the application that I received from the Institute of Technology 
Carlow and Waterford Institute of Technology seeking an order under the Technological Uni-
versities Act for the applicant institutes to be dissolved and the establishment of a technological 
university.  The assessment process is currently underway.

Carlow College St. Patrick’s is a private institution operating in the region but standing 
outside the publicly funded higher education  system. The college is understood to be facing 
financial challenges and in this context provided a copy of an independent governance and fi-
nancial review which it commissioned to my Department seeking any relevant views or advice 
in relation to the broader higher education landscape of, and integration potentiality within, the 
region.  

Senior officials in the Department subsequently met with the college principals on 13 July to 
discuss the review following which further detailed information was sought and obtained from 
the College. This latest information is under consideration. I intend to meet with the college in 
September.

27/07/2021WRSSS02000Youth Services

27/07/2021WRSSS021001242. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the funding that is available to the Youthreach programme to provide 
counselling for its clients with mental health issues and dual diagnosis; and the way that they 
can avail of such supports. [39071/21]

27/07/2021WRSSS02200Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): Youthreach is part of a national programme 
of second-chance education and training designed for early school leavers. The aim of the 
programme is to help young people in the 16/21 age group to make the transition from school 
to work through the provision of co-ordinated foundation training, education and work experi-
ence. The programme includes a considerable amount of personal development and explora-
tion, where participants needs, interests and capacities are fully taken into account. There is also 
a strong emphasis on the core skills of literacy/numeracy, communications and IT, along with 
a choice of vocational options and a work experience programme. The programme offers par-
ticipants the opportunity to identify and pursue viable options within adult life, provides them 
with opportunities to acquire certification, and includes a work experience element to prepare 
participants for progression on to further study, training or working life.
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Funding is not allocated separately to provide counselling for clients with mental health 
issues and dual diagnosis. The cost of such services, where required, would be comprehended 
under the funding allocated to Youthreach for Guidance, Counselling and Psychological ser-
vices. The initial amount allocated for these purposes in 2021 is €1,209,812.

Where Youthreach learners require supports of this nature, they should in the first instance 
liaise with staff in their Youthreach centre.

27/07/2021WRSSS02300Further and Higher Education

27/07/2021WRSSS024001243. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the breakdown of the 50,000 further education and training 
places provided under the pathway to work policy document; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39135/21]

27/07/2021WRSSS02500Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): The additional 50,000 education and training places referred to in Pathways 
to Work form part of the Government’s response to the labour market and skills effects of the 
pandemic. A range of measures were introduced as a response to upskilling and reskilling needs 
of individuals and businesses through the July Jobs Stimulus and Budget 2021. These measures 
are providing 35,000 education and training places to help those who were displaced by the 
effects of the pandemic. A further 15,000 places were announced as part of the skills package 
in Budget 2021. The additional 50,000 places will be provided in the following programmes:

Skills to Compete

The education and training under this initiative provides for additional full time and part 
time places focused on those who have lost their jobs as a result of Covid-19.  Courses offered 
under the initiative are built around three key priorities: - delivering the essential skills required 
for modern workplaces; 

- building strong digital skills; and 

- developing the specific vocational skills to secure opportunities in growing sectors and 
occupations.

This is a SOLAS led initiative, with the training opportunities provided through the Educa-
tion and Training Boards (ETBs).  

Skillnet Ireland

Skillnet Ireland is an employer network that supports sector specific training.  

Skillnet Ireland are providing additional places to help those seeking employment and to 
support SMEs to adapt and innovate in response to the Covid crisis, involving

- an employment activation scheme including career advice, upskilling and mandatory work 
placements; 

- training support for SMEs; and  

- an SME productivity scheme.

Over 1,200 companies are on board to provide places in a wide variety of sectors such as 
medtech, financial services and the sustainable economy. This has been packaged as the Skills 
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Connect initiative which offers rapid reskilling, job placements and employer mentoring to 
help individuals take up new opportunities, and the schemes are being delivered fully online. A 
series of innovative programmes in a range of areas including medtech manufacturing, cyber 
security, wind energy, software programming, digital marketing, customer service and CX, and 
logistics and warehousing are rolling out in the coming weeks.  

Apprenticeship Incentivisation Scheme 

The Apprenticeship Incentivisation Scheme (AIS) provides for an employer grant of €3,000 
which is paid over two years for each new apprentice recruited.  Initially funded under the July 
Jobs Stimulus, Budget 2021 provided for an extension of the incentive to cover apprentices 
registered prior to 30th   June 2021, and now extended to December 2021. 

Retrofit Skills Training 

A significant increase in the numbers of individuals skilled in retrofit and zero-energy build-
ing methods is required to meet the targets set out under the Climate Action Plan.  Funding 
was allocated in 2020 to prepare for the rollout of housing retrofit education and training pro-
grammes in 2021.   This funding is being deployed to support the development of three retrofit 
centres of excellence nationwide, in addition to the two centres already in place in Waterford 
Wexford Education and Training Board (ETB) and Laois Offaly ETB.  Funding was also allo-
cated in Budget 2021 to support the delivery of retrofit training through this network, including 
short courses for experienced craftspersons and longer programmes for new entrants, including 
unemployed people, and those seeking to upskill.

SOLAS is responsible for this programme to be delivered through ETBs country wide.    

Springboard+ /Human Capital Initiative (HCI) Pillar 1

Springboard+ 2020 and the Human Capital Initiative were launched June 2020, providing 
courses across the country in higher education (universities) . This included additional places as 
a response to Covid-19 related skills needs. Many courses have been oversubscribed, particu-
larly in the ICT, Pharma and Business areas.

Postgraduate Skills Provision – Higher Education 

Additional places have been provided on part-time and full-time postgraduate taught pro-
grammes in public and private higher education institutions.  The places are available on courses 
in a wide range of skills areas, including Data Analytics, Environmental Sciences, Engineering, 
Tourism and Hospitality, ICT, Health and Welfare and Medical Technology. 

Their courses are complementary to, but broader than the Springboard+/HCI Pillar 1 offer-
ing, and support those heavily impacted by the pandemic, including recent graduates whose 
opportunities for employment or travel are now limited. Many courses also focus on future 
proofing the skills of those in employment, particularly in roles that may be impacted by digi-
talisation. 

Modular Skills Provision 

Modular Skills Provision will provide for places on modular courses in 32 higher education 
institutions.

Modular Skills Provision courses are shorter and more focused and are offered in a flexible 
manner, allowing people to gain important skills without taking a considerable period away 
from the labour market.  They represent a new route into lifelong learning, and provide upskill-
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ing and reskilling opportunities for those who need it, while ensuring that they remain close to 
the labour market. Each module is stand-alone so that participants can gain skills and put them 
into practice immediately in the workplace, but modules are also accredited in such a way as to 
provide building blocks to a full qualification should the student so wish.

27/07/2021WRSSS02600Further and Higher Education

27/07/2021WRSSS027001244. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the number of places funded by the human capital initiative; 
the details of all courses and institutions and the financial allocation to each institution per 
course and student in tabular form for each year for which the initiative has been operating; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39136/21]

27/07/2021WRSSS02800Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): The Human Capital Initiative (HCI) was announced as part of Budget 2019. 
The HCI provides additional capacity across the Higher Education Sector to meet priority skill 
needs for enterprise, representing an additional investment of €300m (€60m per annum from 
2020 to 2024) from the surplus in the NTF in line with recommendations contained in the in-
dependent review of the NTF on the use of the surplus and the development of labour market 
skills. 

 The Initiative forms a key part of the strategic response to a changing world of work and 
the challenges the economy will face in the period ahead. With a strong focus on innovation and 
agility, the programmes being supported will ensure that graduates and the education system as 
a whole, are in a position to respond positively to the challenges and opportunities ahead.

 The HCI consists of 3 main pillars - graduate conversion and specialisation courses, addi-
tional places on undergraduate provision, and an innovation and agility fund. Attached is a list 
of all courses, institutions, the financial allocation to each institution per course and student in 
tabular form for each year for which the initiative has been operating.

Table:

Provider Course Title Places Allocated for 
2020/2021

Unit Cost Max Total Allocation

Athlone Institute of 
Technology

Postgraduate Diploma in 
Engineering Manage-
ment

20 €8,328 €166,550

Athlone Institute of 
Technology

Post Graduate Diploma 
in Biopharmaceutical 
and MedDevice Systems 
(Level 9)

20 €8,583 €171,667

Athlone Institute of 
Technology

Postgraduate Diploma in 
Financial Management 

20 €8,250 €165,000

Athlone Institute of 
Technology

Postgraduate Diploma in 
Packaging, Innovation 
and Product Design

40 €8,250 €330,000

Athlone Institute of 
Technology

Postgraduate Diploma 
in Quality Management 
and Validation(Level 9)

30 €8,250 €247,500

Athlone Institute of 
Technology

Higher Diploma in 
Business in Information 
Technology

20 €7,500 €150,000

Athlone Institute of 
Technology

Post Graduate Diploma 
in Data Analytics

15 €8,000 €120,000
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Provider Course Title Places Allocated for 
2020/2021

Unit Cost Max Total Allocation

CCT College Dublin Higher Diploma in Sci-
ence in Data Analytics 
for Business 

48 €7,100 €340,800

CCT College Dublin Higher Diploma in 
Artificial Intelligence 
(Concepts and Applica-
tion)

48 €7,400 €355,200

Dublin Business School Higher Diploma in Sci-
ence in Aviation Finance

30 €7,250 €217,500

Dublin Business School Higher Diploma in 
Science in Digital 
Marketing

80 €7,250 €580,000

Dublin Business School Postgraduate Diploma 
in Science in Financial 
Analytics

40 €7,500 €300,000

Dublin City University Graduate Diploma in 
Sustainable Energy 
Systems

15 €5,640 €84,600

Dublin City University Higher Diploma in En-
gineering Analysis and 
Technologies

15 €5,640 €84,600

Dublin City University Graduate Diploma in 
Web Technologies

30 €5,600 €168,000

Dublin City University Graduate Diploma for 
Specialist Skills in In-
dustrial BioPharmaceuti-
cal Analysis

25 €5,850 €146,250

Dublin City University Graduate Diploma in 
Management (Business 
Analytics)

50 €5,550 €277,500

Dundalk Institute of 
Technology

Postgraduate Diploma in 
Immersive Technology

20 €5,363 €107,250

Dundalk Institute of 
Technology

Postgraduate Diploma in 
Strategic Data Analytics 
for Business

20 €4,900 €98,004

Dundalk Institute of 
Technology

Higher Diploma in 
Science in Networking 
and Systems (Full-time 
/ 1 year)

20 €5,271 €105,417

Dundalk Institute of 
Technology

PgDIP Bio- Energy 12 €5,909 €70,904

Dundalk Institute of 
Technology

PgDIP Wind Energy 12 €5,909 €70,904

Dundalk Institute of 
Technology

PgDIP Solar Energy 12 €5,909 €70,904

Dundalk Institute of 
Technology

Higher Diploma in Sci-
ence in Data Analytics 
(Full-time / 1 year)

20 €6,027 €120,542

Dundalk Institute of 
Technology

Postgraduate Diploma in 
Science in Data Analyt-
ics (Full-time / 1 year)

14 €7,857 €110,000

Dundalk Institute of 
Technology

Postgraduate Diploma in 
Building Surveying 

16 €4,933 €78,933

Galway Mayo Institute 
of Technology

Postgraduate Diploma in 
Advanced Biopharma-
ceutical Science

16 €6,000 €96,000

Galway Mayo Institute 
of Technology

Higher Diploma in 
Cybersecurity Risk & 
Compliance

24 €6,000 €144,000

Galway Mayo Institute 
of Technology

Higher Diploma in 
Advanced Analytical 
Chemistry

16 €6,000 €96,000

Galway Mayo Institute 
of Technology

Higher Diploma in Busi-
ness Analytics

30 €6,000 €180,000
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Provider Course Title Places Allocated for 
2020/2021

Unit Cost Max Total Allocation

IADT Graduate Diploma in 
Digital Content Creation 
for Business

25 €3,825 €95,621

Ibec Medical Technology 
Regulatory Affairs Pro-
fessional

30 €6,900 €207,000

ICD Business School Post Graduate Diploma 
in Accounting and Fi-
nancial Services

25 €6,000 €150,000

Innopharma College of 
Applied Sciences

Post Graduate Diploma 
in Science in Digital 
Transformation (Life 
Science)

60 €6,450 €387,000

Innopharma College of 
Applied Sciences

Post Graduate Diploma 
in Medical Device Tech-
nology and Business

93 €6,450 €599,850

Innopharma College of 
Applied Sciences

L8 BA (Hons) in 
Pharmaceutical Business 
Operations

70 €5,250 €367,500

Institute of Technology 
Carlow

Postgraduate Diploma in 
Industrial Networks and 
Cybersecurity

32 €6,500 €208,000

Institute of Technology 
Carlow

Postgraduate Diploma 
in Contaminated Land 
Management and Reme-
diation

32 €6,500 €208,000

Institute of Technology 
Carlow

Postgraduate Diploma in 
Applied Materials 

32 €6,500 €208,000

Institute of Technology 
Carlow

Postgraduate Diploma in 
Advanced Pharmaceuti-
cal Analysis

30 €6,500 €195,000

Letterkenny Institute of 
Technology

BSc (Hons) in Construc-
tion Contracts Manage-
ment

16 €7,000 €112,000

Limerick Institute of 
Technology

Postgraduate Diploma in 
Science in Process Vali-
dation and Regulatory 
Affairs (Medical)

24 €6,750 €162,000

Limerick Institute of 
Technology

Postgraduate Diploma in 
Science in Process Vali-
dation and Regulatory 
Affairs(Pharmaceutical)

24 €6,750 €162,000

Limerick Institute of 
Technology

Postgraduate Diploma in 
Science in Digital Mar-
keting and Analytics

16 €6,500 €104,000

Limerick Institute of 
Technology

Postgraduate Diploma 
in Science in Process 
Validation and Regula-
tory Affairs (Food and 
Drink)

24 €6,750 €162,000

Maynooth University Design Innovation for 
Workplace 4.0 

25 €6,000 €150,000

Maynooth University Higher Diploma in 
Human-Computer 
Interaction and User 
Experience

40 €6,000 €240,000

MTU (Cork Institute of 
Technology)

Post-Graduate Diploma 
in Analytical Sciences 
with Instrument Valida-
tion

20 €8,787 €175,741

MTU (Cork Institute of 
Technology)

Higher Diploma in Qual-
ity Systems Validation 
with Data Analytics for 
the BioPharmaChem 
industry

20 €6,788 €135,750



27 July 2021

641

Provider Course Title Places Allocated for 
2020/2021

Unit Cost Max Total Allocation

MTU (Cork Institute of 
Technology)

Post Graduate Diploma 
in Cybersecurity Man-
agement 

20 €7,200 €144,000

MTU (Cork Institute of 
Technology)

PG Diploma Facilities 
Management & Building 
Information Manage-
ment

20 €8,500 €170,000

MTU (Cork Institute of 
Technology)

PG Diploma Construc-
tion Project Management 
& Building Information 
Management

20 €8,500 €170,000

MTU (Cork Institute of 
Technology)

PG Diploma Mechanical 
and Electrical Quantity 
Surveying

20 €8,500 €170,000

MTU (Cork Institute of 
Technology)

PostGraduate Diploma 
in BIM and Digital AEC 
(Architecture, Engineer-
ing and Construction)

16 €9,000 €144,000

National College of 
Ireland

Higher Diploma in 
Science in Computing 
(Blockchain) 1 Year 
Online

30 €5,400 €162,000

National College of 
Ireland

Higher Diploma in 
Science in Computing 
(Artificial Intelligence/
Machine Learning) 1 
Year Online

54 €5,400 €291,600

National College of 
Ireland

Higher Diploma in 
Science in Computing 
(Artificial Intelligence/
Machine Learning) 1 
Year

26 €5,400 €140,400

National College of 
Ireland

Higher Diploma in 
Science in Computing 
(Blockchain) 1 Year 
Blended

50 €5,400 €270,000

National Institute for 
Bioprocessing Research 
and Training

Postgraduate Diploma in 
Pharmaceutical Valida-
tion Technology

27 €12,000 €324,000

National University of 
Ireland Galway

Higher Diploma (Finan-
cial Analysis)

30 €6,000 €180,000

National University of 
Ireland Galway

Higher Diploma in Data 
Analytics and Visualisa-
tion

25 €6,500 €162,500

National University of 
Ireland Galway

Higher Diploma 
(Business Information 
Systems)

30 €6,000 €180,000

National University of 
Ireland Galway

Postgraduate Diploma 
(Digital Transformation)

30 €6,000 €180,000

Professional Accoun-
tancy Training 

ACCA Advanced 
Diploma in Accounting 
and Business (Graduate 
Conversion)

85 €6,250 €531,250

The Institute of Banking Graduate Diploma 
in Digital and Data 
Leadership in Financial 
Services

50 €10,500 €525,000

Trinity College Dublin Postgraduate Diploma 
in Entrepreneurship 
Biotech and Pharma

15 €11,948 €179,213

University College Cork Postgraduate Diploma 
in Innovation through 
Design Thinking

60 €8,000 €480,000

University College Cork Higher Diploma in 
Languages and Global 
Software Business

52 €8,000 €416,000
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Provider Course Title Places Allocated for 
2020/2021

Unit Cost Max Total Allocation

University College Cork Postgraduate Diploma in 
Pharmaceutical Regula-
tory Sciences

30 €9,000 €270,000

University College Cork Higher Diploma in Sus-
tainability in Enterprise: 
Meeting the Challenges 
of the Future

50 €6,000 €300,000

University College Cork Higher Diploma in De-
sign and Manufacture of 
BioPharmaceuticals

32 €9,000 €288,000

University College Cork Postgraduate Diploma in 
Bioanalytical Chemistry

30 €7,000 €210,000

University College 
Dublin

Graduate Diploma in 
Design Thinking for 
Sustainability

72 €6,300 €453,600

University College 
Dublin

Grad Diploma in Health 
Informatics

20 €5,845 €116,900

University College 
Dublin

Postgraduate Diploma in 
Applied Environmental 
Science

10 €6,466 €64,660

University College 
Dublin

Graduate Diploma  in 
Localization

12 €6,105 €73,260

University of Limerick DevOps and Data Ana-
lytics (Higher Diploma)

20 €7,500 €150,000

University of Limerick Multilingual Software 
Development and 
Translation Technology 
(Graduate Diploma)

15 €7,500 €112,500

University of Limerick Agile Business Analysis 
(Graduate Diploma)

30 €6,000 €180,000

University of Limerick DevOps and Continuous 
Software Engineering 
(Graduate Diploma)

20 €7,500 €150,000

University of Limerick Environmental Science 
(Higher Diploma) (Full-
Time)

10 €7,500 €75,000

Waterford Institute of 
Technology

Postgraduate Diploma 
in Finance and Business 
Analytics

25 €5,750 €143,750

27/07/2021WRSSS02900Apprenticeship Programmes

27/07/2021WRSSS030001245. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if he will consider removing the requirement to complete 12 
weeks of on-the-job training following the completion of phase six of an apprenticeship for the 
apprentices who have faced substantial delays due to waiting lists for off-the-job training; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39251/21]

27/07/2021WRSSS031001281. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the number of apprentices who are still awaiting their course 
training; the size of the backlog; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40351/21]

27/07/2021WRSSS03200Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1245 and 1281 
together.

Craft apprenticeships account for 25 of the 61 existing available apprenticeship programmes. 
The off-the-job training for these programmes is delivered in Training Centres or Institutes of 
Technology and Technological Universities.  It is these programmes which were those most im-
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pacted by the shutdown of on-site learning activity in 2020 and 2021 given the practical nature 
of the apprenticeships; training centres and workshops having been closed for 9 of the past 14 
months.  End of June figures indicated that over 11,000 apprentices were waiting for access to 
Phase 2, 4 and 6 off-the-job training.  

 Craft apprentices were prioritised for a return to on-site learning on 8 March 2021.  Deliv-
ery of off-the-job phases is proceeding, and will continue over the summer, subject to public 
health advice and with restricted numbers. This approach will assist institutions and providers 
in preparing and organising the safe return of larger numbers in the autumn.  

 The Government has committed to a significant increase in onsite attendance in the tertiary 
education sector in the next academic year.  Following consultation with sectoral stakeholders 
and following Government approval, I published A Safe Return: Plan for a safe return to on-site 
Further and Higher Education and Research in 2021/22.  

The Plan reflects the essential nature of higher and further education and training including 
apprenticeships.  It provides for comprehensive on-site activity for the next academic year, with 
almost full scale on-site activities. 

To support the Plan, the sector has developed a Pact of actions and commitments to ensure 
that the return is safe. With specific reference to the issue of backlogs, under this Pact, institu-
tions and providers have committed to addressing backlogs and deferred learning outcomes. 
Similarly, stakeholder bodies have committed to engaging with institutions and providers to 
achieve significant increases to on-site teaching, learning, assessment and research, to progress 
mitigating actions and to address backlogs.  

A three-step plan to tackle the backlog in craft apprenticeship off-the-job training over the 
next 12 to 15 months is currently being worked on between SOLAS and further and higher edu-
cation providers. Step 1 of the plan includes an increase in the number of training workshops 
available across further and higher education from September 2021 onwards. Steps 2 and 3 
involve tailored emergency approaches to accelerate the throughput of apprentices.  All options 
are being explored including a competency-based assessment to help fast-track those waiting 
longest for phases 4 and 6. 

I have provided €20 million in additional capital expenditure to SOLAS and the HEA to 
facilitate an additional 4,000 craft apprenticeship places across the system in the coming period 
and into the future.  This is in addition to €12 million which had already been allocated to sup-
port additional classes and teaching capacity to ameliorate COVID-19 measures.  

27/07/2021WRSSS03300Grant Payments

27/07/2021WRSSS034001246. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the status of the departmental steering group review of the student 
grant scheme; if the review will include a change to the current cap on earnings in order to ac-
cess SUSI grants, specifically in cases in which an applicant will be enabled to earn more than 
€4,500 in holiday earnings while in education, without any effect on grant eligibility; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39262/21]

27/07/2021WRSSS03500Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The Deputy will be aware that the Programme for Government contains 
a commitment to review SUSI eligibility criteria, adjacency rates and postgraduate grant sup-
ports. To take forward this commitment I established a review of the Student Grant Scheme. 
This review is currently underway. It is being conducted by Indecon Economic Consultants 
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under the direction of a steering group chaired by my Department and comprising a number of 
stakeholders. 

Membership of the steering group includes: the Union of Students of Ireland (USI); Student 
Universal Support Ireland (SUSI), SOLAS, the HEA; Irish University Association (IUA); Tech-
nological Higher Education Association (THEA); Technological University Dublin (TUD), the 
Department of Social Protection and officials from my Department. The next steering group 
meeting is scheduled to take place on 26th August.   

As part of the review, over 280 submissions were received via the public consultation pro-
cess and over 9,000 survey responses were received through an online survey process. 

It is anticipated that the review will be completed later this year and will inform future pri-
orities regarding the development of student grant policy, including in the context of forthcom-
ing Estimates process for 2022.  At this point, the outcome of the review cannot be pre-empted 
to indicate when any proposed changes will come into effect. 

The assessment of means under the student grant scheme is based on gross income from 
all sources, with certain social welfare and health service executive payments being exempt. In 
the assessment of means, a deduction can be made for holiday earnings made by the applicant 
from employment outside of term time but within the reference period. The value of this income 
disregard was increased from €3,809 to €4,500 in the 2016 scheme.

The eligibility criteria for student grants are reviewed annually by my Department and ap-
proved by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  All proposals made in relation 
to higher education expenditure, including student grants, are considered in the context of the 
annual budgetary process. Any proposal to further increase this threshold must be considered 
in the context of not adversely impacting upon retention rates/the student’s ability to primarily 
focus on successfully completing his/her studies. 

The student grant scheme contains a number of qualifying thresholds for various grant val-
ues. These gradations allow students just over a threshold margin, to remain in receipt of a 
grant, albeit at a reduced rate that reflects their relative income vis-à-vis other applicants. 

Apart from the Student Grant Scheme, students in third-level institutions experiencing ex-
ceptional financial need can apply for support under the Student Assistance Fund. This Fund 
assists full-time and part-time students, in a sensitive and compassionate manner, who might 
otherwise be unable to continue their third level studies due to their financial circumstances. 
Details of this fund are available from the Access Office in the third level institution attended. 
Institutions have the autonomy to maximise the flexibility in the Student Assistance Fund to 
enable HEIs to support students during the COVID-19 situation.

In addition, tax relief at the standard rate of tax may be claimed in respect of tuition fees 
paid for approved courses at approved colleges of higher education. Further information on this 
tax relief is available from a student’s local Tax Office or from the Revenue Commissioners 
website, www.revenue.ie   

27/07/2021WRSSS03600Science Foundation Ireland

27/07/2021WRSSS037001247. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the amount of funding available under Science Foundation 
Ireland research call SFI Research Infrastructure Programme 2021; the value of the call; the 
proposed number of preferred successful candidates; the closeout date; the award date; and if 
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he will make a statement on the matter. [39409/21]

27/07/2021WRSSS03800Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Science Foundation Ireland have committed €5 million towards the SFI 
Research Infrastructure programme in 2021.  The programme is also supported by SEAI who 
have committed €1 million towards proposals within their remit.  The current available funding 
under the programme is therefore €6 million.

There is no maximum budget request for research infrastructure proposals, therefore there 
is no preferable number of candidates, rather the top ranking proposals will be funded within 
the available budget.  

The review process is currently underway and the awards will be made before the end of the 
2021.  SFI will operate a reserve list for projects should further funding be available. 

27/07/2021WRSSS03900Language Schools

27/07/2021WRSSS040001248. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science when the English language regulated industry in Ireland can 
expect to reopen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39439/21]

27/07/2021WRSSS041001262. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science his plans for continued productive engagement with English 
language students and English language education schools given the ongoing Covid-19 emer-
gency with a view to ensuring that classes will only resume when it is proven safe to do so with 
the agreement of students and schools; if it will be ensured that supports will remain in place for 
students and schools until such time as classes can safely resume; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39786/21]

27/07/2021WRSSS04200Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1248 and 1262 together.

Following the publication of COVID-19 Resilience and Recovery: The Path Ahead and 
in keeping with the Government’s objective of moving to a return to safe onsite provision in 
higher and further education, extensive planning has been undertaken by the sectoral stakehold-
ers of the Covid-19 Working Group for the English language education (ELE) sector to prepare 
for the safe resumption of limited, small group, in-person provision to cater for the needs of this 
sector’s existing cohort of students.   

On the basis of these plans and subject to the conditions of the notice published by my De-
partment (link below), in-person activity could begin to resume from 19th July 2021 where it 
is safe to do so. 

When resuming in-person activity, ELE providers should particularly be aware of and take 
account of the following key factors: 

- There is no deterioration in the public health situation nor changes to public health advice/
measures that would impact on this activity. 

- The resumption of this activity is exclusively to cater for the needs of the existing cohort 
of ELE students currently in the State.  

- This step should be taken in consultation with each provider’s staff and students.  
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- Subject to conditions, providers may opt to remain closed, to provide blended learning or 
to continue operating wholly online. 

- There continues to be no basis for the recruitment of new international students that may 
seek to travel to the State at this time.

All existing restrictions and public health guidance with appropriate protective measures 
and limited congregation will need to be followed, supported by the sectoral reopening proto-
cols and adaptation framework, to facilitate and ensure the safe return to some classroom-based 
activity for this cohort of students. 

The resumption of in-person activity is a key stepping stone on the pathway to recovery for 
the ELE sector in Ireland. The Department looks forward to continued productive engagement 
with stakeholders to support the development of further plans which will enable the return of 
international student recruitment and the full re-opening of the sector in due course.

Further information is available here:   

www.gov.ie/en/publication/3b8e5-notice-resumption-of-in-person-provision-for-the-eng-
lish-language-education-sector/

27/07/2021WRSSS04300EU Funding

27/07/2021WRSSS044001249. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the amount of ESF/YEI funding being claimed in arrears in 
each year since 2014; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39581/21]

27/07/2021WRSSS045001250. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science of the 552.661 million allocated from the EU budget for 
Ireland operational programme for ESF/YEI 2014-2020 the amount that has been received on 
foot of payment applications to date; the last possible date for receiving payment from the 2014 
– 2020 ESF/YEI; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39582/21]

27/07/2021WRSSS046001251. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the programmes the Government will avail of the 100% EU 
co-financing rate for ESF/YEI payment applications made during the 2020-2021 financial year; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39583/21]

27/07/2021WRSSS04700Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1249, 1250 and 1251 together.

The 2014-20 ESF Programme for Employability, Inclusion and Learning (PEIL) was ap-
proved by the European Commission in February 2015 and subsequently launched in April 
2015.  Following the allocation of an additional €2m funding as part of the mid-term Review of 
the Multi-Annual Financial Framework, the PEIL OP had a total budget of €1,157 million.  This 
budget comprises ESF and Exchequer contributions of €544.516m each and an EU Youth Em-
ployment Initiative (YEI) budget contribution of €68.145m.  Following the exceptional mea-
sures introduced by the Commission in the context of the pandemic, the PEIL OP was revised 
in December 2020 to transfer €60m of the ESF allocation to the ERDF Operational Programme 
to support the cost of supplying essential Personal Protective Equipment for the Health Ser-
vices.  This reduced the overall Programme to €1,037m (a reduction of €120m combining the 
loss of €60m ESF and the complementary €60m national contribution) and the EU contribution 
to €552.661m.   All ESF/YEI co-financed activities are fully funded from the Exchequer/NTF 
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with the EU receipts being claimed in arrears. 

The ESF authorities must be designated in accordance with the EU regulations prior to mak-
ing the first payment application.  Following the designation of the Irish authorities in 2018, the 
payment applications (net of any audit adjustments) made each financial year (from 1 July to 30 
June) and the associated receipts, are set out in the following table. The Commission pays 90% 
of the value of payment application, with any remainder due, less prefinancing issued, being 
paid on acceptance of the annual accounts for the financial year.   

Financial Year EU Contribution Payment 
Applications  (net of audit 
adjustments)

EU Receipts from European 
Commission on Payment 
Applications

2018/19 €199,361,994 €180,781,047
2019/20 €93,237,514 €84,387,769
2020/21 €259,660,742^ €46,018,818
Total €552,260,250 €311,187,634
2020/21 Receipts Expected €187,675,850
These Payment Applications will be subject to audit before the 2020/21 accounts are lodged 

in February 2022. 

The final payment applications in 2020/21 were submitted on 30th   June.  While these have 
yet to be processed by the Commission, receipts of €187,675,850 are expected.   Expenditure 
declarations in respect of the following activities were included in payment applications in 
2020/21, attracting a 100% cofinancing rate:  

- ETB Training for the Unemployed; 

- Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme; 

- Youthreach; 

- Garda Youth Diversion Programme; 

- Young Persons Probation Projects; 

- Tús Nua; 

- Third Level Access; 

- Back to Education Initiative;  

- Adult Literacy; 

- Back to Work Enterprise Allowance; 

- JobsPlus;  

- Community Training Centres; 

- Defence Forces Employment Support Scheme; and 

- Technical Assistance.

The effect of the 100% cofinancing of payment applications in 2020/21 has been to reduce 
the overall value of the OP from €1,037m to €798m.   An EU contribution of €400,995 remains 
to be claimed in future payment applications.   
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The ESF rules provide for the payment of initial and annual pre-financing of EU support.  To 
date prefinancing receipts and accounts adjustment receipts of €58,858,274 have been received, 
bringing the total receipts to date to €370m.  Accordingly when the expected receipts of €187m 
are received, there will be an amount due to be repaid to the Commission on the closure of the 
2020/21 accounts. 

As the 2021 REACT EU allocation of €88m will be programmed under the PEIL, the OP 
will continue to operate and the end date of eligibility for the OP, including the REACT EU al-
location and the outstanding amount of €400,000, is end 2023.

  Question No. 1250 answered with Question No. 1249.  Question No. 1250 answered with 
Question No. 1249.

  Question No. 1251 answered with Question No. 1249.

27/07/2021WRSSS05000Education and Training Provision

27/07/2021WRSSS051001252. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the total cost of education and training measures in the July 
2020 Jobs Stimulus package; the components of the July education and training measures in the 
July 2020 Jobs Stimulus package which will be covered by Ireland’s REACT EU 2021 alloca-
tion of €88 million; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39584/21]

27/07/2021WRSSS05200Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The 2020 July Stimulus provided for total investment of €100m in educa-
tion and training measures. The Further Education and Training measures included the Skills to 
Compete programme; the Apprenticeship Incentivisation Scheme and Skillnet Ireland activa-
tion programmes.  The Higher Education measures included additional places on Springboard+ 
and Human Capital Initiative Pillar 1 programmes; postgraduate skills provision and modular 
skills provision.  This investment has been supplemented by the Budget measures announced 
last October.

The initial tranche of REACT EU funding of €88m will be allocated to the ESF Operational 
Programme, managed by the ESF Managing Authority in my Department. Discussions are on-
going with the European Commission and with relevant Agencies to finalise the specific mea-
sures to be funded. It is expected that REACT EU will support measures under the July Stimu-
lus, as well as measures to assist the transition to online and blended learning in the Higher and 
Further Education Sector.

An amendment of the ESF Operational Programme is currently being prepared and will be 
submitted to the ESF Programme Monitoring Committee and to the European Commission, in 
the near future.

27/07/2021WRSSS05300EU Funding

27/07/2021WRSSS054001253. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science when he anticipates bringing the draft Partnership Agree-
ment and the draft Operational Programmes for ESF+ 2021-2027; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39585/21]

27/07/2021WRSSS05500Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): The Partnership Agreement for 2021-2027 will cover a number of different 
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EU Funds as provided for in the Common Provisions Regulation, including ESF+, the Euro-
pean Regional Development Fund (ERDF), the Just Transition Fund (JTF) and the European 
Maritime Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund (EMFAF). The Partnership Agreement is a strate-
gic document setting out the overall priorities across the Funds and will be submitted to the 
European Commission by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform as the Member 
State Authority with overall responsibility for Cohesion Policy. Member States are required to 
submit their programmes to the Commission no later than 3 months after the submission of the 
Partnership Agreement.

The ESF+ programme for 2021-2027 is currently under development by the ESF Managing 
Authority in my Department. An independent Needs Analysis was conducted to provide the 
evidence base which will underpin the development of the Partnership Agreement and ESF+ 
and ERDF programmes. The drafting of the programme also draws upon the results of a public 
consultation process which took place from July to September of 2020. Discussions are ongo-
ing with various Government Departments and Agencies regarding potential schemes for inclu-
sion in the programme and with the European Commission in relation to the detailed drafting 
of the programme. It is expected that a draft ESF+ programme will be available for submission 
to the European Commission by the end of 2021.  

27/07/2021WRTTT00200Further and Higher Education

27/07/2021WRTTT003001254. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the estimated annual cost to the State to implement each of the fund-
ing options laid out in the 2016 Cassells report for the 2021-2022 academic year; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39746/21]

27/07/2021WRTTT004001255. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the reason the report by the European Commission on the analysis of 
the Cassells report has been delayed; when it will be available to the public; and if recommen-
dations from the Commission’s report will be implemented for the 2021-2022 academic year. 
[39747/21]

27/07/2021WRTTT00500Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1254 and 1255 together.

My Department’s Statement of Strategy, which I published on 8 March last, contains a com-
mitment to put in place a sustainable funding model for the higher education.  This is essential 
in ensuring that our higher education institutions can effectively meet high standards of quality 
and performance, and achieve critical outcomes for our economy and society.    

The report referred to in the Deputy’s question was commissioned under the European 
Commission’s Structural Reform Support Programme in November 2019. The independent 
consultants appointed by the Commission - Indecon and LE Europe - were required under the 
terms of reference to undertake a detailed review of the three specific funding options contained 
in the report of the Expert Group on Future Funding of Higher Education. 

The consultants were also tasked by the Commission with examining the steps necessary 
to adapt higher education and further education and training provision in Ireland to ensure an 
alignment between graduate  output and qualifications and the current and expected future skills 
need of the Irish labour market, to provide the country with the right set of skills to ensure in-
clusive, smart and sustainable growth. 

The terms of reference agreed by the Commission also required the consultants to identify 
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options for putting in place a new funding system for higher education in Ireland that would 
provide equity in access, efficiency in the investment of public resources and sustainability in 
the face of strong demographic growth. 

The final deliverable arising from the project was submitted to the European Commission 
recently. Following its completion my Department has commenced its examination of the re-
port’s analysis, findings, conclusions and recommendations in order to develop proposals for 
Government to seek to meet the commitment contained in its Statement of Strategy.  Once this 
examination is concluded the report will be submitted to Government for consideration in ad-
vance of its publication.

It is, of course, important to acknowledge that in the five years from 2015 a very significant 
programme of re-investment in higher education has been implemented.  Over that period cur-
rent public expenditure allocated to the higher education sector has increased by in excess of 
half a billion euros or almost 40 per cent.  In 2021 total planned current expenditure funding 
of the higher education sector exclusive of research provision is in the order of €1.98 billion.

This huge allocation of public resources is a clear demonstration of the Government’s com-
mitment to meeting the funding needs of the higher education sector in order to more fully 
realise its potential in contributing to economic and societal priorities which are central to this 
country’s long-term sustainability. 

I am committed to ensuring that we grasp the opportunity provided by the comprehensive 
and detailed work which has now been completed in relation to this crucial issue and take the 
actions necessary to increase the sustainability of higher and further education provision in 
Ireland.  This will require a commitment to change and transformation across both higher edu-
cation and the whole of the tertiary education system.  I am confident that all stakeholders are 
ready to step up to this vital challenge.     

  Question No. 1255 answered with Question No. 1254.

27/07/2021WRTTT00700Grant Payments

27/07/2021WRTTT008001256. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the estimated cost to the State of increasing SUSI grants by 10%. 
[39748/21]

27/07/2021WRTTT00900Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): The annual spend for the 2020/21 academic year on  maintenance grants  as 
of end  June 2021 was in the region of €160M. 

Based on the number of students in receipt of the maintenance grant for 2020/21, the esti-
mated cost of increasing all rates of the maintenance grant by 10% is in the region of €16.5M.

The Programme for Government contains commitments to, amongst other things, review 
SUSI eligibility criteria, adjacency rates and postgraduate grant supports. The review of the 
Student Grant Scheme is underway with over 250 submissions received via the public consulta-
tion process and over 9,000 survey responses were received through an online survey process. 
It is anticipated that the SUSI review will be completed later this year and will inform policy 
priorities for the next Estimates process and future considerations regarding the development 
of student grant policy.  At this point I cannot pre-empt the outcome of the review to indicate 
when any proposed changes will come into effect. 
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27/07/2021WRTTT01000Grant Payments

27/07/2021WRTTT011001257. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the estimated cost to restore the SUSI non-adjacent rate to 24 km. 
[39749/21]

27/07/2021WRTTT01200Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): The student maintenance grant is a contribution towards the living costs of a 
student.  It is not intended to cover the full costs of attending college. The student grant scheme 
does however, provide for different levels of maintenance support, depending on means.  Grants 
are also provided at adjacent and non-adjacent rates.  The higher non-adjacent rates are intended 
to provide additional support to those students who may be living away from home.

Budget 2011 provided for a number of student grant measures which came into effect for 
the 2011/12 academic year, including the change in the assessment of the qualifying distance 
criterion for the non-adjacent rate of grant from 24 kilometres to 45 kilometres. 

The 24km distance criterion was originally set in 1968 and had not been updated in more 
than 40 years. Since then, significant improvements have taken place in the road and rail net-
work and it is considered that the revised distance criteria is more consistent with the type of 
distances that students may legitimately be expected to commute to college.

The current qualifying distance of 45km for the higher non-adjacent rate of student grant 
takes into account a reasonable radius within which students may commute on a daily basis.

The estimated cost to restore the SUSI non-adjacent rate to 24 kilometres  is  in the region 
of €28.5m.

The Programme for Government contains commitments to, among other things, review 
SUSI eligibility criteria, adjacency rates and postgraduate grant supports. On foot of these com-
mitments approval was given to commence a review of the Student Grant Scheme which is well 
underway and is being conducted by external consultants. It is anticipated that the SUSI review 
will be completed later this year and will inform policy priorities for the next Estimates process 
and future considerations regarding the development of student grant policy. 

27/07/2021WRTTT01300Grant Payments

27/07/2021WRTTT014001258. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the estimated cost to reinstate postgraduate grants. [39750/21]

27/07/2021WRTTT01500Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): The main support available to students is the statutory based Student Grant 
Scheme where students are studying for the first time or are progressing to study at a higher 
level.  The decision on eligibility for a student grant is a matter, in the first instance, for the 
centralised student grant awarding authority SUSI (Student Universal Support Ireland) to de-
termine.

 Currently Postgraduate students who meet the qualifying conditions for the special rate of 
grant under the Student Grant Scheme are eligible for the Postgraduate Special Rate of Main-
tenance grant. The income threshold for this grant is €24,500, also postgraduate students are 
eligible to have their post graduate tuition fees paid up to the maximum fee limit of €6,270.

 Budget 2021 provided for enhanced postgraduate supports for the academic year 2021/22 
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including the fee grant amount rising from €2,000 to €3,500 and the income threshold for eligi-
bility for these grants to increase from €31,500, now €54,240. This is an initial step in meeting 
part of the Government’s commitments regarding SUSI grant support. 

 The estimated cost to reinstate postgraduate grants to their pre budget 2012 levels would be 
in the region of €39.72m. These costings are based on  the assumption that the number  of post 
graduate grant holders (2,518) in 2020/2021 will increase to the level prior to the 2012 Budget 
measure (6,027 students), and that these additional students will all receive  the non-adjacent 
maintenance grant of 100% plus 100% fees.

The Programme for Government contains commitments to, among other things, review 
SUSI eligibility criteria, adjacency rates and postgraduate grant supports. On foot of these com-
mitments Ministerial approval was given to commence a review of the Student Grant Scheme.  
A public consultation and student survey have been carried out as part of the review and the 
consultants are carrying out their analysis of the data captured in the surveys. The findings will 
inform policy priorities for the next Estimates process and future considerations regarding the 
development of student grant policy.

27/07/2021WRTTT01600Grant Payments

27/07/2021WRTTT017001259. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the estimated cost of expanding SUSI maintenance rates to all qualify-
ing part and full-time undergraduate and postgraduate students. [39751/21]

27/07/2021WRTTT01800Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The main support to students attending higher education is the Student 
Grant Scheme. Under the Student Grant Scheme, eligible candidates may receive funding, pro-
vided they are attending an approved course at an approved institution and meet the prescribed 
conditions of funding, including those which relate to nationality, residency, previous academic 
attainment (progression) and means. 

Under the scheme, students must be attending approved full-time courses.  All full-time un-
dergraduate and post-graduate students who meet the criteria under the Student Grant Scheme 
are in receipt of a grant.   Part-time courses are not eligible for support. 

However, to extend the average undergraduate maintenance grant to those in receipt of fees 
only to eligible full-time undergraduate and post-graduate students would cost in the region of 
€23.67m.

The estimated cost of extending the average maintenance grant  to part-time students at 
undergraduate and postgraduate level for the duration of studies is outlined in the table below. 

- Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4
Total Cost €80.8m €161.6m €242.4m €323.2m
*The latest statistics from the Higher Education Authority (HEA)*  indicate that in the 

academic year 2019/20  there were 27,392 part-time undergraduate and 18,401 part-time post-
graduate students at HEA funded institutions.

The Programme for Government contains commitments to, amongst other things, review 
SUSI eligibility criteria, adjacency rates and postgraduate grant supports. The review of the 
Student Grant Scheme is underway with over 250 submissions received via the public consulta-
tion process and over 9,000 survey responses were received through an online survey process. 
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It is anticipated that the SUSI review will be completed later this year and will inform policy 
priorities for the next Estimates process and future considerations regarding the development 
of student grant policy.  At this point I cannot pre-empt the outcome of the review to indicate 
when any proposed changes will come into effect. 

27/07/2021WRTTT01900Student Accommodation

27/07/2021WRTTT020001260. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science his plans to fund affordable student accommodation and housing; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39752/21]

27/07/2021WRTTT02100Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The National Student Accommodation Strategy is designed to ensure that 
there is an increased level of supply of purpose built student accommodation to reduce the 
demand for accommodation in the private rental sector by both domestic and international stu-
dents attending our Higher Education Institutions (HEIs). Several of the actions in this strategy 
centre around ensuring that HEIs have access to low-cost financing in order to support their 
building of student accommodation.

One of these actions involved the introduction of legislation to empower the Housing Fi-
nance Agency (HFA) to lend directly to HEIs for the development of students accommodation. 
This legislation was commenced in 2017, and so far three universities - TCD, UCC and UCD 
have had a total of €157 million in loans approved by the HFA, which will provide more than 
1,400 new student bed spaces.

Last month I, along with my colleagues the Minister for Finance and the Minister for Hous-
ing, Local Government and Heritage, announced that €75 million of financing had been suc-
cessfully sourced for the Council of Europe Bank for the building of student accommodation 
in universities.

My Department and I will continue to work to ensure that our HEIs have access to the fi-
nancing they need to build student accommodation.

27/07/2021WRTTT02200Third Level Costs

27/07/2021WRTTT023001261. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the estimated annual cost of a targeted fund to fully finance third-level 
education for 100 persons experiencing homelessness including those living in temporary ac-
commodation such as hostels, direct provision centres and domestic abuse refuges. [39755/21]

27/07/2021WRTTT02400Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): My Department is committed to the continued roll-out of supports for 
students and targeted initiatives to support delivery of the vision and targets within the National 
Access Plan. The National Plan for Equity of Access to Higher Education (NAP) 2015-2021 
identifies the target groups that are currently under-represented in higher education. These in-
clude entrants from socio-economic groups that have low participation in higher education, 
students with disabilities, mature entrants, members of the Irish Traveller community, students 
entering on the basis of further education aware and part time flexible learners.  The NAP also 
indicated subgroups that require support including lone parents, teen parents and ethnic mi-
norities.  My Department funds a range of supports including targeted measures to meet the 
needs of disadvantaged, vulnerable and students under-represented in Higher Education. It is 
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not possible to estimate annual cost of a targeted fund to fully finance third-level education for 
students experiencing homelessness as the individual needs of students are different, depending 
on their particular circumstances. Students in the groups can apply and may already qualify for 
the range of supports that are already available including a student support scheme for persons 
in the protection process or at the leave to remain stage. 

The scheme provides supports to qualifying students which are similar to those available in 
the statutory based Student Grant Scheme administered by SUSI to eligible applicants who are 
in the protection system and who are either:  

- asylum applicants  

- subsidiary protection applicants  

- leave to remain applicants   

Work on the development of the next National Access Plan (NAP) 2022 – 2026 is currently 
underway following a consultation process where all interested parties were invited to make 
their views known on matters related to access to higher education particularly for groups who 
are under represented or at risk of not participating in the higher education population. In the 
context of the development of the new plan, consideration will be given to priority groups that 
may need prioritisation.   My Department will work with the HEA on the finalisation in the 
coming months on the new Plan.  It is my intention to publish the new NAP at the end of 2021.  
My Department will continue to keep existing provision and initiatives under review. We want 
to develop a better understanding of what works best within the different models, and to look 
at how we can assist people to access and progress through higher and further education and 
training. Thus ensuring that we grow prosperity across communities and build social cohesion, 
while also recognising the different needs of learners and enabling each and every one of them 
to develop to their full potential.

  Question No. 1262 answered with Question No. 1248.

27/07/2021WRTTT02600Grant Payments

27/07/2021WRTTT027001263. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the progress being made on the review of the current SUSI 
scheme; the changes that have been identified; if the new criteria for the scheme will be avail-
able to students making their applications in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39799/21]

27/07/2021WRTTT02800Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The principal support provided by the Department in financial terms is the 
Student Grant Scheme administered by SUSI. Under the terms of the Scheme, grant assistance 
is awarded to students attending an approved course in an approved institution who meet the 
prescribed conditions of funding, including those relating to nationality, residency, previous 
academic attainment and means. 

SUSI opened its application process for the 2021/22 academic year on March 31 and to date 
has received over 81,000 applications. 

The Deputy will be aware that the Programme for Government contains commitments to, 
among other things, review SUSI eligibility criteria, adjacency rates and postgraduate grant 
supports.  On foot of these commitments I gave approval to commence a review of the Student 
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Grant Scheme. 

My Department is overseeing the implementation of the review.  A Steering Committee 
has been established to provide direction for the external consultants undertaking the review. 
Its membership includes: the Union of Students of Ireland; Student Universal Support Ireland 
(SUSI), SOLAS, the HEA; Irish University Association (IUA); Technological Higher Educa-
tion Association (THEA); Technological University Dublin (TUD), the Department of Social 
Protection and officials from my Department. 

A public consultation process closed in April with over 280 submissions received. The views 
of students were sought via an online survey process in May and over 9,000 survey responses 
were received.  The consultants appointed to conduct the review, are carrying out their analysis 
of the data captured in the surveys. 

It is anticipated that the SUSI review will be completed later this year and will inform policy 
priorities for the next Estimates process and future considerations regarding the development of 
student grant policy. At this point I cannot pre-empt the outcome of the review to indicate when 
any proposed changes will come into effect.

27/07/2021WRTTT02900Apprenticeship Programmes

27/07/2021WRTTT030001264. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the estimated of cost of reducing apprentice fees by 20%, 50% and 
100%, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39873/21]

27/07/2021WRTTT03100Minister of State at the Department of Education and Skills (Deputy Niall Collins): An 
Annual Student Contribution (ASC) is levied on all students attending Institutes of Technology 
(IoTs) and Technological Universities.  The amount of ASC charged to apprentices is calculated 
on a pro rata basis of the time which they spend in the institution during the academic year. In 
cases where training is delivered in an Education and Training Board there is no contribution 
required from the apprentice.

For craft apprenticeships, the ASC charged is typically one third of the €3,000 ASC paid 
by students attending for the full academic year and so amounts to approximately €1,000 per 
apprentice per period spent in the IoT.  In the case of consortia-led apprenticeships the contri-
bution varies for each programme as off-the-job training has a more flexible structure, ranging 
from periods of block release to one day per week or remote learning options.   

If the ASC was removed, with the apprentice paying examination fees only, then the cost 
to the State is estimated at an average €267 per apprentice per annum.  Based on a current 
population of almost 21,500 registered apprentices, the estimated cost is €5.7m per annum. An 
estimated 50% reduction in the ASC to apprentices would cost an estimated €2.85m and a 20% 
reduction in the ASC to apprentices would cost an estimated €1.14m per annum.

27/07/2021WRTTT03200Grant Payments

27/07/2021WRTTT033001265. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science his plans to decrease the qualifying criteria for the non-adjacent rate of 
the SUSI grant from 45 km to 24 km; the estimated cost involved in 2022; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39874/21]

27/07/2021WRTTT03400Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
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ty Simon Harris): The student maintenance grant is a contribution towards the living costs of a 
student.  It is not intended to cover the full costs of attending college. The student grant scheme 
does however, provide for different levels of maintenance support, depending on means.  Grants 
are also provided at adjacent and non-adjacent rates.  The higher non-adjacent rates are intended 
to provide additional support to those students who may be living away from home. 

Budget 2011 provided for a number of student grant measures which came into effect for 
the 2011/12 academic year, including the change in the assessment of the qualifying distance 
criterion for the non-adjacent rate of grant from 24 kilometres to 45 kilometres. 

The 24km distance criterion was originally set in 1968 and had not been updated in more 
than 40 years. Since then, significant improvements have taken place in the road and rail net-
work and it is considered that the revised distance criteria is more consistent with the type of 
distances that students may legitimately be expected to commute to college.

The current qualifying distance of 45km for the higher non-adjacent rate of student grant 
takes into account a reasonable radius within which students may commute on a daily basis.

The estimated cost to decrease the qualifying criteria for the non-adjacent rate from 45km 
to 24 kilometres  is  in the region of €28.5m.

The Programme for Government contains commitments to, among other things, review 
SUSI eligibility criteria, adjacency rates and postgraduate grant supports. On foot of these com-
mitments approval was given to commence a review of the Student Grant Scheme which is well 
underway and is being conducted by external consultants. It is anticipated that the SUSI review 
will be completed later this year and will inform policy priorities for the next Estimates process 
and future considerations regarding the development of student grant policy. 

27/07/2021WRTTT03500Grant Payments

27/07/2021WRTTT036001266. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the estimated number of students that would be affected by changing 
the SUSI adjacency rates from 45km to 25km, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39875/21]

27/07/2021WRTTT03700Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The student grant scheme, administered by SUSI, provides maintenance 
grants to students who meet the prescribed conditions of funding, including those relating to 
nationality, residency, previous academic attainment and means. 

 Student maintenance grants are payable at either the adjacent or non-adjacent rate. The 
adjacent rate of maintenance grant is payable in the case of students whose normal residence is 
45km or less from the approved institution which he or she is attending. The non-adjacent rate 
of maintenance grant is payable in all other cases.

 If this distance requirement for the non-adjacent rate  was reduced from 45km to 25km it is 
estimated that  8651 students who received the adjacent rate of grant in the 2020/21 academic 
year would move into the non-adjacent bracket and received a higher rate of maintenance grant. 

 The Programme for Government contains commitments to, amongst other things, review 
SUSI eligibility criteria, adjacency rates and postgraduate grant supports. The review of the 
Student Grant Scheme is underway with over 250 submissions received via the public consulta-
tion process and over 9,000 survey responses were received through an online survey process. 
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It is anticipated that the SUSI review will be completed later this year and will inform policy 
priorities for the next Estimates process and future considerations regarding the development 
of student grant policy.  At this point I cannot pre-empt the outcome of the review to indicate 
when any proposed changes will come into effect.  

27/07/2021WRTTT03800Employment Schemes

27/07/2021WRTTT039001267. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the projected yield from a 0.1% increase in 2021 in the national training 
fund levy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39882/21]

27/07/2021WRTTT040001268. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the history of increases in the national training fund levy over the past 
five years in tabular form; the projected yield at budget time of each 0.1% increase in tabular 
form; the actual yield in the full year following the increase; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39883/21]

27/07/2021WRTTT04100Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1267 and 1268 together.

The following table sets out for the years 2015 to 2021 the national training fund levy; levy 
income; the projected yield at budget time of each 0.1% increase; the actual yield in the full 
calendar year following the increase.

Year NTF Levy Rate NTF Levy In-
come 

Projected  Yield 
for each   0.1% 
increase in NTF 
levy 

Actual Yield 
for each 0.1%   
increase in NTF 
levy 

2015 0.7% €364m N/A N/A 
2016 0.7% €390m N/A N/A 
2017 0.7% €431m N/A N/A 
2018 0.8% €565m €58m €71m 
2019 0.9% €712m €82m €79m 
2020 1.0% €717m €96m €72m
2021 1.0% Not yet avail-

able
€79m Not yet avail-

able
Calculations of the yield have been obtained from the Department of Employment Affairs 

and Social Protection (DEASP). 

It should also be noted that only the contributions from the private sector estimated yield 
increases are taken into account when increasing the national training fund spending limits. The 
0.1% increases in each of the three years from 2018 to 2020 resulted in the national training 
fund spending limits increasing by €47m in 2018, €69m in 2019 and €74m in 2020. 

  Question No. 1268 answered with Question No. 1267.

27/07/2021WRTTT04300State Bodies

27/07/2021WRTTT044001269. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the agencies and State organisations under his Department that are re-
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ceiving State funding that do not have to declare salaries of employees under the 2016 code of 
governance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40037/21]

27/07/2021WRTTT04500Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): My Department is guided in its reporting obligations by the terms and 
conditions laid down by Statute, where appropriate Company Law and the stipulations of the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform’s 2016 appendix document -  Code of Practice 
for the Governance of State Bodies – Business and Financial Reporting Requirements.

The Code of Practice sets out, inter alia, details of reporting requirements for state bodies. 
Aegis bodies under the remit of the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science include:

(1) Higher Education Authority (including the Irish Research Council)

(2) Quality and Qualifications Ireland

(3) Léargas – The Exchange Bureau  

(4) Grangegorman Development Agency   

(5) SOLAS  

(6) Skillnet Ireland

(7) Science Foundation Ireland

In regard to non-commercial State Bodies under the aegis of my Department the Code re-
quires bodies to disclose:

- The aggregate amount of total compensation paid to employees including employee num-
bers in whole time equivalent format

- The aggregate total compensation paid to employees split between salary, overtime and 
allowances,

- Details on CEO salary and benefits (and termination benefits if appropriate)

- the aggregate pay bill and total number of employees, 

- details of the numbers of employees whose total employee benefits (excluding pension 
costs) for the reporting period fell within each pay band of €10,000 from €60,000 upwards and, 

- an overall figure for total employer pension contributions in their annual report and/or 
financial statements

- a note on termination benefits to all staff should also be included with CEO termination 
benefits being kept separate.

In regard to the wider sector a separate Code of Practice applies to the IoT sector and the 
University sector. These codes set out relevant reporting requirements. 

27/07/2021WRTTT04600Disability Services

27/07/2021WRTTT047001270. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the supports specifically available to students with disabilities; and if 
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he will make a statement on the matter. [40105/21]

27/07/2021WRTTT04800Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Inclusion is one of the core strategic goals for my Department. My am-
bition is to ensure that we provide supports and opportunities for learning to all. This means 
recognising the needs of vulnerable learners, the most marginalised and those with special and 
additional needs. 

A range of supports and measures are in place for learners with disabilities; some of these 
supports are targeted while others are available to the general student populace. The main sup-
port available to students is the statutory based Student Grant Scheme. Under the terms of the 
Student Grant Scheme, grant assistance is awarded to students attending an approved course in 
an approved institution who meet the prescribed conditions of funding including those which 
relate to nationality, residency, previous academic attainment and means.  Circa 75,000 students 
are supported annually under the fund.

The Student Assistance Fund (SAF) provides financial assistance to students experiencing 
financial difficulties while attending higher education.  Students can be assisted towards costs 
such as rent, childcare costs, transport costs and books/class materials. Students on full or part-
time courses leading to a higher education award in the universities, institutes of technology 
and other approved colleges can apply for the SAF. Circa 14,000 students are supported annu-
ally under the fund.

The Fund for Students with Disabilities (FSD) supports participation by students with a dis-
ability in further and higher education. The FSD is one of the main funding sources supporting 
participation by students with disabilities in approved further and higher education courses in 
Ireland. It also supports students from Ireland to study on approved courses in Northern Ire-
land, the UK and other EU countries. The actual level of support to be provided to individual 
students is decided by each institution who carry out a needs assessment to determine the types 
of supports and accommodations needed. Circa 14,000 students are supported annually under 
the fund.

Earlier this year I approved a number of strategic projects under the Fund for Students with 
Disabilities (FSD) aimed at supporting students with disabilities to access and engage with 
higher education. The initiatives, which involve 23 higher education institutions (HEI) and 
€5.4m in expenditure, are broad and are aimed at improving access to higher education for 
people with a disability, to improving college campuses and to assist staff with training and 
development. Among the projects are a number of projects for students with autism including 
the establishment of autism friendly rooms across nine different campuses, the development of 
assistive technology including for students with disabilities, an app to help students with visual 
or hearing impairment navigate their way around campus and specialist assistance for students 
who are deaf.

Circa €40m is allocated annually to higher education institutions (HEIs), through their core 
funding, in recognition of the additional costs of recruiting and retaining students from National 
Access Plan target groups, including students with disabilities. This enables all HEIs to have 
an access infrastructure, including disability support services, in place that provides for the 
pre-entry and post-entry work required to support students from target groups to access and 
successfully complete higher education.

Apart from the student grant and dedicated access supports, the Deputy will be aware of the 
range of additional supports that were put in place for students as part of Budget 2021 and as 
part of the Government’s COVID response last year. These included: additional supports for ac-
cess measures in higher education; a mitigating educational disadvantage fund for further edu-
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cation and training; a student laptop scheme; a once off grant of €250 for students; additional 
funding for student mental health and well-being; and Dormant Accounts Funding for Traveller 
access to and progress within higher education.

The National Plan for Equity of Access to Higher Education 2016-2021 (NAP) has set tar-
gets to increase participation in higher education by people with disabilities. Specific targets 
have been set to increase participation in higher education by students with physical or sensory 
disabilities. The original (8%) and revised target (12%) under the National Access Plan of new 
entrants to higher education with disabilities has now been exceeded, with 12.3% of new en-
trants to higher education in 2019/20 declaring a disability.

While there is significant provision for students with intellectual disabilities in the further 
education and training sector where there were 2,821 learners with intellectual disabilities in 
2019 and some provision in the higher education sector involving a comparatively small num-
ber of learners. I have asked my officials to engage with the HEA and SOLAS to see where we 
can play a stronger role, in meeting the educational needs of this group as part of a coherent 
whole of Government responses. We are at an early stage of work in this area, but it is an area 
I am strongly committed to pursuing.

Fostering Inclusion is one of the three core pillars around which the Further Education and 
Training (FET) Strategy 2020-2024 is built. SOLAS, Education and Training Boards Ireland 
(ETBI), and the 16 ETBs across the country have progressed a series of actions to support the 
goal of Fostering Inclusion through the development and roll-out of a series of good practice 
guidelines to promote inclusion throughout FET, including for learners with a disability. This 
includes the development of a conceptual framework for Universal Design for Learning (UDL) 
for the FET Sector, which aims to reduce obstacles to learning by taking into account the needs 
of learners of diverse backgrounds and abilities. SOLAS are also working on finalising a report 
on   ‘Guidelines on Inclusion of People with Intellectual Disabilities in Adult Literacy Service’.

The FET sector is committed to increasing levels of inclusion through the provision of high 
quality, more accessible and flexible education and training programmes and supports suited to 
the identified needs of individuals, including for learners with a disability. Supports in the FET 
sector for learners with a disability include access to the Fund for Students with a Disability 
(FSD), a wide range of reasonable accommodations depending on the learner’s needs, the Adult 
Education Guidance Service (AEGS), as well as provision of specific programmes for learners 
with a disability who may require more intensive supports through Specialist Training Provi-
sion (STP).

Ensuring that the apprenticeship population reflects the general population is a stated aim 
of the Government in both the Programme for Government and the Action Plan for Apprentice-
ship 2021-2025.  Targets for participation by under-represented groups, and additional specific 
actions to support those target groups will be set in conjunction with the Equity of Access 
Subcommittee (of the National Apprenticeship Alliance)  and will be monitored on an ongoing 
basis to ensure that interventions are working and that we are delivering greater diversity across 
the apprentice population.

My Department will continue to keep existing provision and initiatives under review. We 
want to develop a better understanding of what works best within the different models, and to 
look at how we can assist people to access and progress through higher and further education 
and training. Thus ensuring that we grow prosperity across communities and build social cohe-
sion, while also recognising the different needs of learners and enabling each and every one of 
them to develop to their full potential.
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27/07/2021WRTTT04900Grant Payments

27/07/2021WRTTT050001271. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science if students that are in receipt of disability, scholarship or bursary pay-
ments are disadvantaged when they apply for SUSI; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40106/21]

27/07/2021WRTTT05100Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The Student Grant Scheme is the principal financial support for students 
participating in higher education, including those with disabilities. The Student Grant Scheme 
provides for fee and maintenance grants to all students who meet the qualifying criteria such as 
means, residency, nationality and progression. 

To date SUSI has received over 80,000 student grant applications for the 2021/22 academic 
year. Approximately 56,000 applications have been assessed with over 49,000 assessed as eli-
gible for support. 

Under the student grant scheme the qualifying criteria for the special rate of maintenance 
grant is as follows: 

(i) The student must qualify for the standard rate of grant (i.e. the 100% grant); 

(ii) Total reckonable income, after income disregards and Child Dependant Increase(s) are 
excluded, must not exceed €24,500; and

(iii) As at 31st December 2020,  the reckonable income must include one of the eligible 
long-term social welfare payments prescribed in the Student Grant Scheme.   

Both Disability Allowance and Invalidity Pension are eligible payments for the purposes of 
qualifying for the special rate of grant. 

For student grant purposes, Disability Allowance and Invalidity Pension are treated as reck-
onable income for the SUSI means assessment process in a similar fashion to other Department 
of Employment Affairs and Social Protection payments such as Jobseekers Benefit/Allowance, 
thus ensuring a consistency of approach and an equitable treatment of students and their fami-
lies in the SUSI means assessment process.   

However, Disability Allowance, where it is paid to the applicant, is an income disregard for 
student grant purposes and is not included in the means test. This treatment, along with other 
provisions of the scheme, ensures that those students most in need receive supports commen-
surate with their needs.

Apart from the student grant scheme, students with disabilities are also entitled to support 
under the Fund for Students with Disabilities (FSD) which provides funding to higher and fur-
ther education institutions to assist them in offering supports and services to eligible students 
with disabilities so that they can participate on an equal basis with their peers. Students attend-
ing approved courses in Northern Ireland, the UK, and the EU are also eligible for support.  The 
purpose of the FSD is to provide students with a disability with the necessary assistance to en-
able them to access, fully participate in and successfully complete their chosen course of study.  

DFHERIS bursaries and FSD funding does not negatively affect  SUSI grant eligibility for 
students with disabilities.

27/07/2021WRTTT05200Third Level Education
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27/07/2021WRTTT053001272. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the steps he is taking to increase the number of dentistry places 
available in Irish universities. [40184/21]

27/07/2021WRTTT054001294. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the number of student places available for young persons who 
wish to study dentistry in each third-level institution respectively, in tabular form. [40924/21]

27/07/2021WRTTT055001295. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the position regarding the shortage of dentistry places for 
students and the extremely high points needed to access this field of study (details supplied) 
and particularly in relation to the distinct lack of qualified dentists in Ireland; if he will consider 
providing more student places for those wishing to pursue a career in dentistry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40925/21]

27/07/2021WRTTT05600Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1272, 1294 and 1295 together.

In light of high number of CAO applications this year, and the pressures faced by the Leav-
ing Certificate students of 2021, my officials have been working with the HEA and the higher 
education institutions to identify where there is scope for additional places to be provided for 
the 2021/2022 academic year. However there are real, material limits on the number of places in 
courses such as dentistry due to the practical nature of such courses and the specialized equip-
ment involved.

The exact number of places in individual courses is a matter for the higher education institu-
tions in line with their autonomy, and my Department does not hold this information.

27/07/2021WRTTT05700Third Level Staff

27/07/2021WRTTT058001273. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the steps he is taking to ensure that the recently announced 
€24 million funding for an additional 4,620 college places will be directed to employ full-time 
permanent teaching staff. [40185/21]

27/07/2021WRTTT05900Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): Last year more than 2,250 additional places were provided in order to offset 
the particular pressures faced by the higher education system. My Department is working with 
the HEA and the Higher Education Institutions to identify where there is scope for additional 
places to be provided this year. All bodies involved will continue to work to ensure the avail-
ability of a full range of options for applicants in 2021.

As part of this work, support will be provided for additional roles within the higher educa-
tion sector to protect against significant erosion of the staff/student ratio within institutions. 
This will be in addition to the demographic funding which is more broadly applied to support 
the capacity of the system at both undergraduate and postgraduate levels, and which has been 
seen to deliver stronger retention in recent years.

27/07/2021WRUUU00200Student Accommodation

27/07/2021WRUUU003001274. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if his attention has been drawn to the fact that student accom-
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modation providers are asking student to pay multiple months’ rent in advance for the 2021-22 
academic year despite the passing of the Residential Tenancies (No. 2) Act 2021 on 9 July 2021; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40210/21]

27/07/2021WRUUU004001276. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science his views on a matter (details supplied) in relation to third-level 
accommodation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40251/21]

27/07/2021WRUUU005001282. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if he will request understanding and good-will from college 
authorities for students, parents and guardians regarding up-front payments for on-campus ac-
commodation for the coming academic year despite Covid-19; if he will intervene before up-
front payments  become practice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40365/21]

27/07/2021WRUUU006001296. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the reason students in UCC and UL are paying multiple 
month’s rent to secure accommodation in view of his commitment made earlier in the year that 
students would not be expected to pay upfront multiple month’s rent to secure accommodation 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40926/21]

27/07/2021WRUUU00700Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1274, 1276, 1282 and 1296 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, officials from my Department have been working with the 
Department of Housing, Heritage and Local Government on measures to ensure greater afford-
ability of student accommodation. Legislation has passed the Oireachtas which restricts the 
up-front payments required to secure accommodation, including student accommodation, to no 
more than the equivalent of two months’ rent, and limit payments thereafter to on month’s rent 
at a time and the Act was signed into law on the 9th July.

The provisions of the Act relating to upfront payments take effect for any tenancies that 
commence at least one month after the passage of the Act and will therefore be in force prior to 
the beginning of the academic year. 

It is the legal obligation of landlords and accommodation providers to comply with this 
legislation, and if a landlord seeks from a person the payment of an amount which is more than 
the equivalent of 2 month’s rent, that person can take a case to the Residential Tenancies Board, 
which is the relevant enforcement body, for dispute resolution. If it is found that a landlord has 
breached the Residential Tenancies Act, a sanction of a written caution and/or a sanction of up 
to €15,000 and a further €15,000 in costs can be imposed upon the landlord. Information on the 
RTB Dispute Resolution Service can be found on their website rtb.ie. My Department does not 
have a role in the enforcement of this legislation.

27/07/2021WRUUU00800Student Accommodation

27/07/2021WRUUU009001275. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the safeguards that are in place to ensure that landlords do not 
favour students that opt-out of the payment of multiple months’ rent up-front if they wish which 
creates an incentive for students not to avail of the protection and favour of students that have 
the financial means to pay in advance given the Residential Tenancies (No. 2) Act 2021 allows 
for students to opt-out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40213/21]

27/07/2021WRUUU01000Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
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uty Simon Harris): As the Deputy will be aware, the Residential Tenancies (No.2) Act 2021 
restricts the up-front payments required to secure accommodation, including student accom-
modation, to no more than the equivalent of two months’ rent, and limit payments thereafter to 
on month’s rent at a time.

The legislation does contain an exemption for student specific accommodation, which was 
included to facilitate existing practice with regard to payment of tuition fees and accommoda-
tion fees for international students.

However the legislation states that this can only be invoked if the tenant so wishes   and with 
the agreement of their landlord. Imposing such a payment scheme against the tenant’s wishes 
would be contrary to the Act.

If a person feels that their rights under the Residential Tenancies Act have been breached 
that person can take a case to the Residential Tenancies Board, which is the relevant enforce-
ment body, for dispute resolution. Information on the RTB Dispute Resolution Service can be 
found on their website rtb.ie. My Department does not have a role in the enforcement of this 
legislation.

  Question No. 1276 answered with Question No. 1274.

27/07/2021WRUUU01200Third Level Staff

27/07/2021WRUUU013001277. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the factors giving rise to non-permanent staffing arrange-
ments other than the employment control framework as referenced in a recent contribution in 
Dáil Éireann; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40278/21]

27/07/2021WRUUU01400Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): There are many different factors giving rise to non-permanent staffing ar-
rangements, which I understand are a feature of many higher education and research systems, 
and I have sought to ensure the necessary information is examined to see how the issue can best 
be addressed.

The Department has engaged with representative bodies of the Higher Education Institutes 
(HEIs) and been advised that there are a number of factors that would lead HEIs to engage the 
services of temporary or casual teaching staff. These may include short-term replacement for 
sick leave and other leave, new activities, growth in student numbers, diverse sources of fund-
ing, or philanthropic activity. Those with full-time jobs elsewhere in the private and public sec-
tor are sometimes used in the HE sector in hourly-paid positions e.g. as visiting lecturers or as a 
way of bringing current expertise into the lecture theatre or tutorial room. It is also understood 
that some staff are engaged as exam invigilators, or to provide temporary cover at short notice 
due to staff absences.

As highlighted before, my Department is engaging with the HEA so that the necessary data 
can be collected and analysed in order to reach definitive conclusions to inform next steps in 
this important matter.

27/07/2021WRUUU01500Third Level Staff

27/07/2021WRUUU016001278. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science when the HEA analysis on the scale of precarious employ-
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ment in higher education over time was commenced; when the analysis will be completed; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40279/21]

27/07/2021WRUUU01700Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I understand that the HEA confirmed in early May 2021 that it would meet 
with the HEI representative bodies in order to agree a definition of occasional staff, with a view 
to collecting data in respect of those staff.  The HEA has confirmed that their meetings with the 
representative bodies are ongoing; that this is expected to lead to a revised reporting template 
for HEIs; and - given the complexity and challenges associated with defining and identifying 
casual/occasional staff  - that it is likely to be Q4 2021 before revised reporting templates are 
in place.

My Department is also considering the question of precarious employment internally fol-
lowing the recent appearance by the HEA at the PAC.  As I have highlighted before, there are a 
number of work streams which are relevant.  I am engaging with the Department of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform and with the HEA regarding a revised employment control framework.  
The Deputy will be aware that we have established a subgroup of the national advisory forum 
for Ireland’s framework for doctoral education and the subgroup is considering the overall posi-
tion as regards PhD students.  

Building also on the ongoing work of the HEA, my Department will be engaging further 
with the Authority regarding analysis to reach definitive conclusions in order to inform how this 
issue can be further addressed.  

27/07/2021WRUUU01800Third Level Staff

27/07/2021WRUUU019001279. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science when a new higher education staffing agreement will be fi-
nalised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40280/21]

27/07/2021WRUUU02000Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): Officials in my Department are engaging with officials from the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform and the Higher Education Authority to agree principles for a 
new Higher Education Staffing Agreement.  This committee intends to be in a position to con-
sult with all stakeholders in Q4 2021 prior  to any agreement being finalised.

 A new Staffing Agreement will update the current Employment Control Framework and 
give particular consideration to :

- the different categories of staff covered;

- alignment with new funding streams and contractual commitments in the sector; and- the 
need for staffing  decisions taken in the higher education sector to be affordable and sustainable 
both from a higher education perspective and also from an Exchequer and wider public service 
staffing and pension perspective.

My Department will continue to interact with the sector, the HEA and the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform to make progress in the light of employment data across the 
sector and the potential to improve the sustainability of arrangements within the resources 
available.

27/07/2021WRUUU02100Third Level Staff
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27/07/2021WRUUU022001280. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science further to Parliamentary Question No. 360 of 24 June 2021, 
the number of both research and academic staff in the sector; the working definition of both 
research and academic staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40281/21]

27/07/2021WRUUU02300Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I understand from data provided by the Higher Education Authority (HEA) 
in returns made for 31 Dec 2020 that the total number (whole time equivalent or WTE) of 
academic staff in the HE sector was 15,147.17.  This is broken down into Core Academic staff 
numbers of 10,668.95 WTE and Academic research and specialist numbers of 4478.217 WTE. 

With regards to a definition for researcher and academic respectively, the Deputy will un-
derstand that there is considerable overlap in the work of research and academia, with many 
individuals engaged to some extent in both areas.  Consequently this does not lend itself to 
easy definition.  While contract researchers would be appointed on specific purpose contracts, 
academic staff across the university sector are expected to undertake research and to supervise 
research students as part of their role.   

In light of the above, my Department is engaging with the HEA who collates data from the 
sector, in order to establish the approach applied by the Authority to categorise as academic or 
researcher or otherwise, when collating data for public sector staff returns.  My officials will 
revert with further material to the Deputy once this engagement is complete.

  Question No. 1281 answered with Question No. 1245.

  Question No. 1282 answered with Question No. 1274.

27/07/2021WRUUU02600International Students

27/07/2021WRUUU027001283. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Further and Higher 
Education, Research, Innovation and Science the status of students from the UK coming to 
Ireland to receive some or all of their education; if their rights and entitlements associated with 
the Common Travel Area continue after Brexit; if host families are to be able to treat them as 
they would EU students as has been the case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40367/21]

27/07/2021WRUUU02800Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): On 14 July, along with the Minster for Education, I signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding with the UK Secretary of State, confirming, inter alia, that UK higher educa-
tion students in Ireland would be treated the same as Irish students for the purposes of fees. In 
addition, they would be eligible to apply for SUSI grants, which has been confirmed by a recent 
amendment to the Student Support Act, 2011.

With regard to rights outside of education, such arrangements have been similarly covered 
by Memoranda of Understanding dealing with general arrangements, as well as specific ones in 
the areas of social security and health.

27/07/2021WRUUU02900Physical Education

27/07/2021WRUUU030001284. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science his plans for successful transition and increased sports partici-
pation and physical activity amongst third-level students; and if he will make a statement on the 
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matter. [40428/21]

27/07/2021WRUUU03100Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The Government has committed to planning for a significant increase in 
onsite attendance in the tertiary education sector in the next academic year. 

Following intensive consultation with sectoral stakeholders and Government approval, I 
published A Safe Return: Plan for a safe return to on-site Further and Higher Education and 
Research in 2021/22.

The Plan reflects the essential nature of higher and further education and training, and re-
search activities, and in that context provides for comprehensive on-site activity for the next 
academic year, with almost full scale on-site activities. Institutions and providers in the sector 
have committed to ensuring that all learners across all areas have significant scheduled on-site 
learning in the forthcoming year.

The protection of and support for students and learners is one of the central tenets of the 
Plan whose purpose, among others, is to enable maximum onsite provision of onsite activities, 
support the ongoing public health requirements, and support the ongoing needs of students and 
learners

Institutions and providers are currently progressing with their own detailed planning and 
work for a comprehensive return to on-site activity. This will include planning for orientation, 
re-orientation and transitions programmes to assist students in familiarising or re-familiarising 
themselves with the on-site environment and learning resources. Issues around supports for 
students returning to campus, and the need for resources to support these students, have been 
discussed by the Student and Learning Wellbeing and Engagement Working Group.

In June, together with my colleague the Minister for Health, I launched the Healthy Cam-
pus Charter and Framework, which was developed in partnership with the higher education 
institutions, the HSE and Healthy Ireland. This National Healthy Campus Framework will help 
higher education institutions across Ireland to embed health and wellbeing into campus life for 
staff and students, and this will include a range of opportunities to keep physically active. The 
Framework offers guidelines to third level institutions to build on existing wellbeing actions, 
and will assist with the integration of health and wellbeing into decisions surrounding teaching 
and learning. It will also assist in identifying opportunities in the college environment, whether 
social or academic, that can help foster an ethos of care, compassion and inclusion on campuses. 

The Framework will be supported with seed funding for each of the institutions that com-
mit to implementing the Healthy Campus Charter and funding of a national co-ordinator for 
3 years. My department will be represented on an advisory group that will be established to 
oversee progress in implementation of the Framework. 

27/07/2021WRUUU03200Apprenticeship Programmes

27/07/2021WRUUU033001285. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the number of apprenticeship registrations in the construction 
sector in each of the years 2015 to 2020 and to date in 2021; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40469/21]

27/07/2021WRUUU03400Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): Covid-19 and the closure of the construction sector in March 2020 impacted 
heavily on apprentice registrations. Registrations recovered in the second half of the year with 
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the support of the Apprenticeship Incentivisation Scheme, reaching a total of 3,104 registrations 
on construction related apprenticeships by year end 2020.  As of end June 2021, there have been 
2,083 new registrations compared with 1,695 at end June 2019 and 1,085 at end June 2020.

The July Jobs Stimulus allocated funding to the Apprenticeship Incentivisation Scheme 
which provides a grant of €3,000 payable over two years to employers who take on apprentices 
during 2020 and retain them into 2021. The Scheme has now been extended to include all ap-
prentices registered to the end of this year.  

The number of apprenticeship registrations in the construction sector from 2015 to date is 
set out in the attached spreadsheet.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-07-27_pq1285-27-07-21_en.xlsx”>constructionreg</a>]

27/07/2021WRUUU03500Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRUUU036001286. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the funding that has been allocated by his Department for proj-
ects and initiatives in County Tipperary over the past 12 months; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40501/21]

27/07/2021WRUUU03700Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): My Department has allocated the following for projects and initiatives in 
County Tipperary in 2021:

- €29m allocated to Tipperary Education and Training Board through SOLAS, the national 
Further Education and Training Authority, for the provision of Further Education and Train-
ing in County Tipperary. This funds a wide variety of programmes such as apprenticeships, 
traineeships, Vocational Training and Opportunities Scheme, Youthreach and training people 
in employment.

- €435k Devolved Capital allocation was provided to enable Tipperary Education and Train-
ing Board to carry out important improvements across their estates.

- €50k allocation for programmes run by the Regionals Skills Fora in partnership with Tip-
perary Education and Training Board: EXPLORE programme to help address the issue of Ire-
land’s low level of participation in lifelong learning amongst the workforce, , and the DigiEco 
programme designed by Regional Skills Fora, to help SMEs & Micro Enterprises prepare for 
the Green Economy.

The published Estimates for my Department’s Vote provides information regarding expen-
diture and may be of assistance to the Deputy.

27/07/2021WRUUU03800Site Acquisitions

27/07/2021WRUUU039001287. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the status of the acquisition of a site for the County Wexford 
campus of the technological university of south east Ireland; the timeframe for the progression 
of this campus; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40618/21]

27/07/2021WRUUU04000Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
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uty Simon Harris): The IT Carlow Wexford campus has been in operation since 1995. The 
current campus facilities consist of two separate rented sites which offer little opportunity for 
expansion. It has been a long term ambition of IT Carlow to secure a more suitable permanent 
campus site in Wexford.  In the broader context of higher education progression and integration 
in the South East, this is an objective I strongly support.  

Should the application made by IT Carlow and WIT to establish a multi-campus TU serving 
the South East ultimately prove to be successful then any new campus of IT Carlow located in 
Wexford would, in turn, become a campus of the designated Technological University.

I can confirm that IT Carlow submitted an updated business case to the HEA earlier this year 
for a site purchase in Wexford. After a review of the business case, the HEA Board approved the 
proposal, including the value for money parameters. The proposal has been further approved 
by me and by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, in line with the THEA Code of 
Governance, which applies to Institutes of Technology. 

IT Carlow is now engaged in efforts to secure a site in line with the agreed parameters and 
has been liaising with Wexford County Council who are very supportive of the planned devel-
opment. 

The Deputy will appreciate that, as the site acquisition process is ongoing, the details are 
commercially sensitive. However, I can assure the Deputy that every effort is being made to 
bring this matter to a conclusion as soon as possible.

27/07/2021WRUUU04100Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRUUU042001288. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the last occasion on which a Department-wide review of all 
funding within his Department took place; the frequency of such reviews; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40637/21]

27/07/2021WRUUU04300Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation 
and Science was formed in summer 2020. 

The funding allocated to my Department, as set down in the annual Estimates, is used to 
meet costs associated with the provision of further and higher education, labour market initia-
tives including skills, and Irish research and development.  The allocation is provided both di-
rectly and through my Department’s aegis bodies to fund: i) the salaries and pensions of public 
sector workers in the higher education, further education and research sectors, ii) the day to day 
running costs and capital investment needs of higher and further education institutions, iii) Irish 
research including through Science Foundation Ireland, iv) skills and labour market initiatives 
through SOLAS and the National Training Fund, v) the general administration costs of my De-
partment, etc. Funding is also allocated for a range of programmes and initiatives.

As part of the yearly Estimates process, my Department’s funding is scrutinised by the Joint 
Committee on Education, Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science be-
fore being approved by the Dáil. There is also monthly scrutiny of budgeted allocations against 
actual expenditure by my Department and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. 
In addition, other organisations including the Comptroller and Auditor General Office and the 
Parliamentary Budget Office conduct ex-ante scrutiny of funding for the Oireachtas.

Since 2017, the Spending Review has become a key platform for evaluative analysis across 



Questions - Written Answers

670

the Civil Service. While Value for Money Reviews continue to be produced across a number of 
Departments, some of this work is now completed as part of the Spending Review which is led 
by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. More details on the process can be found 
here: https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/7dc2b1-spending-review/. Since its formation, 
the Department has not been involved in any Spending Reviews.

The published Estimates for my Department’s Vote provides information regarding expen-
diture and may be of assistance to the Deputy.

27/07/2021WRUUU04400Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRUUU045001289. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the State funding provided to Dublin City University in each of 
the years 2016 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. [40653/21]

27/07/2021WRUUU04600Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): My Department allocates recurrent funding to the Higher Education Author-
ity (HEA) for direct disbursement to HEA designated higher education institutions. The HEA 
allocates this funding to the institutions via the recurrent funding model.

The HEA also allocates funding under specific initititives and programmes including Skills 
funding under the NTF; access initiatives; capital grants; research grants; Erasmus; superan-
nuation and other initiatives.

Please see table attached outlining funding provided by the HEA to Dublin City University 
(DCU) from 2016 to 2020 and to date in 2021.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-07-27_pq1289-27-07-21_en.xlsx”>dcufunding</a>]

27/07/2021WRUUU04700Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRUUU048001290. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if his Department provides funding for the DARE and HEAR 
programmes; if so, the funding which is provided; if his Department lays down conditions as to 
the way this funding is administered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40737/21]

27/07/2021WRUUU04900Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): The Deputy will be aware that the HEAR and DARE schemes are reduced 
points mechanisms for entry into higher education.

The schemes are managed and operated by the Irish Universities Association (IUA) on 
behalf of the higher education institutions who are autonomous bodies. Participating higher 
education institutions provide the funding for the IUA to manage the schemes on their behalf.

27/07/2021WRUUU05000Departmental Communications

27/07/2021WRUUU051001291. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if he will provide a list of Irish and Israeli Government agen-
cies, research institutes, institutions of higher education and or third-level colleges and indus-
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trial sectors and or companies that his Department has engaged with in the past three years in 
relation to Article 1 of the Memorandum of Understanding for a Framework of Co-operation 
between the Government of the State of Israel and the Government of Ireland in the field of 
Industrial Scientific Research and Technological Development (details supplied). [40864/21]

27/07/2021WRUUU052001292. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the steps his Department will take to ensure the implementation 
of the Memorandum of Understanding for a Framework of Co-operation between the Govern-
ment of the State of Israel and the Government of Ireland in the field of Industrial Scientific 
Research and Technological Development is line with European law in relation to differentia-
tion between Israel and the illegal settlements and territories that have been illegally occupied 
and annexed by the state of Israel (details supplied)..  [40866/21]

27/07/2021WRUUU05300Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1291 and 1292 together.

 40864 and 40866 together.

The Memorandum Of Understanding (MoU) for a Framework of Co-operation Between 
The Government Of The State of Israel and the Government of Ireland in the Field of Industrial 
Scientific Research and Technological Development was signed on 27 October 1999. As far 
as my Department is aware, there has been no bilateral activity under the MoU since the early 
2000s. It is not unusual for countries to sign bilateral agreements to promote research and in-
novation collaboration, only for levels of activity to diminish or cease over time.

 The most effective way for a relatively small system like Ireland to collaborate on research 
and innovation projects with other countries is through the EU Framework Programmes for 
Research and Innovation. A new framework programme, Horizon Europe, was launched earlier 
this year. Israel’s participation in EU programmes, including Horizon Europe, is governed by 
the specific conditions laid down in the EU-Israel Association Agreement.

  Question No. 1292 answered with Question No. 1291.

27/07/2021WRUUU05500State Examinations

27/07/2021WRUUU056001293. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Further and Higher Educa-
tion, Research, Innovation and Science the steps he has taken to ensure that students who sat the 
leaving certificate in previous years are not disadvantaged by any potential grade inflation in the 
2021 results and the impact this may have on their ability to receive the courses of preference 
on the CAO. [40915/21]

27/07/2021WRUUU05700Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Universities and Institutes of Technology are autonomous and determine 
their own procedures for admission. The CAO process applications for undergraduate, and 
some postgraduate, courses on their behalf. 

Decisions on admissions are made by the higher education institutions who then instruct the 
CAO to make offers to successful candidates. Therefore neither I nor my Department have a 
function in relation to such matters and it is not within my remit to determine admissions crite-
ria or direct HEIs to give preference to certain students.

The CAO system is a system that works on the assumption that grades obtained in the Leav-
ing Certificate by candidates determine their points. It is on this basis that the CAO system 
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allocates places to applicants including those from different years. To ensure impartiality, the 
automatic CAO points systems have been created in a way that does not allow for different 
treatment to be applied to different sub-groups, or students with results from different years.

Last year more than 2,250 additional places were provided in order to offset the particular 
pressures faced by the system. My Department is working with the HEA and the Higher Educa-
tion Institutions to identify where there is scope for additional places to be provided this year. 
All bodies involved will continue to work to ensure the availability of a full range of options 
for applicants in 2021.

€18 million has been provided in Budget 2021 which will build additional capacity in the 
system and address demographic growth pressures. This is in addition to additional places com-
mencing in 2021, funded through the Human Capital Initiative Pillar 2, which will be on under-
graduate courses in areas of identified skills needs.

Nonetheless, there will be fluctuations in CAO points this year, as there are every year, 
which will depend on the volume of applications, the number of applicants who meet the entry 
requirements, the number of places available and the grades received by applicants.

In addition to higher education, there is a range of options available in further education and 
training and apprenticeships. These options can serve both as an alternate pathway to a chosen 
career or an alternate pathway into higher education. For students who are not successful in 
gaining an offer for their course of choice in the first instance, there are alternate routes avail-
able to them to reach their preferred option.

  Question No. 1294 answered with Question No. 1272.

  Question No. 1295 answered with Question No. 1272.

  Question No. 1296 answered with Question No. 1274.

Departmental Funding

1297. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the private or not-for-profit higher education institutions 
which are eligible for HEA funding for specific courses or directly via his Department in rec-
ognition of a given remit; the amount of funding received by each higher education institute in 
each year since 2014 under each funding stream, in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40960/21]

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): There are a number of initiatives administered through competitive call 
processes by the HEA on behalf of the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science funded through the National Training Fund where not for profit/private 
institutions are eligible to apply. These are Springboard+, which has been running on an annual 
basis since 2011, the Human Capital Initiative Pillar 1 which commenced in 2020 and the July 
Stimulus Modular and part and full time taught postgraduate places programme in 2020. The 
tables and text attached, as provided by the HEA, outline the funding associated for the delivery 
of free and subsidised places under these initiatives. 

Seperately my Department provides funding to institutions outside the remit of the HEA. 
Funding provided in the period 2014 to 2020 is outlined in the attached table.



27 July 2021

673

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-07-27_pq1297-27-07-21_en.docx  “>heafunding</a>]

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-07-27_pq1297a-27-07-21_en.docx  “>funding</a>]

Departmental Funding

1298. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the percentage share of public funding in the total revenue of 
higher education institutions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40961/21]

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): My department does not compile the information requested by the deputy. 

The provision of funding for Higher Education on an annual basis is part of overall expen-
diture management and budgetary policy. 

It is important to note that, in considering the total level of resource available to the sector, 
higher education institutions are autonomous bodies under legislation and have significant in-
come streams from activities pursued through academic freedom. 

The accounts of HEA designated higher education institutions are audited by the C&AG 
annually and the accounts are laid before the Oireactas.

Nursing Education

1299. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if recently reported figures of 440 healthcare places in third-
level included the approximately 50 private nursing placing introduced for the first-time in 
2021 by a college (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40962/21]

1300. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the number of additional nursing places that will be made 
available in the 2021-2022 academic year in public higher education institutions; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40963/21]

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1299 and 1300 together.

In light of high number of CAO applications this year, and the pressures faced by the Leav-
ing Certificate students of 2021, my officials have been working with the HEA and the higher 
education institutions to identify where there is scope for additional places to be provided for 
the 2021/2022 academic year, including in nursing courses. 

However there are real, material limits on the number of places in healthcare courses that 
can be provided due to the need to facilitate clinical placements for these students. My officials 
are engaging with the Department of Health on this in order to determine where there is capac-
ity for additional placements for healthcare students within the health services.

All additional places under discussion are in HEA-funded institutions, and any additional 
capacity in the private higher education sector is a matter for those institutions.
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  Question No. 1300 answered with Question No. 1299.

Nursing Education

1301. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the average annual cost of a nursing student in third-level; 
the average cost of providing a placement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40964/21]

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The Higher Education Authority (HEA) has a Recurrent Grant Allocation 
Model (RGAM) which allocates core recurrent funding to institutions. The grant is allocated as 
a block recurrent grant and the internal allocation of this grant is a matter for each institution.  

In the case of nursing students, State grant and fees are provided to Higher Education In-
stititutions from a separate ring-fenced allocation (i.e. nursing students are not included in the 
RGAM). The HEA currently pays a fee rate of €4,106 per eligible student and an average grant 
per student of c.€3,350.

The above figures exclude:

- the €3,000 student contribution

- any costs payable by the Exchequer for students eligible for SUSI grant supports 

- any rostered placements salaries (the costs of this fall on the Dept Health/HSE).

- other costs that fall to the Dept. of Health/HSE.

Departmental Funding

1302. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science his plans for reducing the NTF reserve over the next five 
years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41026/21]

27/07/2021WRVVV02100Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): The National Training Fund (NTF) Act, 2000 
provides for a levy on employers to be used to fund the development of and raising of skills 
amongst those in, or seeking, employment. 

The reserve surplus of the NTF at the end of 2020 was €723m and by 2025 if expenditure 
remained stable (excluding Covid emergency spending) is expected to reach €1.8 billion.  

The operation of the EU Fiscal Rules, prior to Covid-19, and the inclusion of the NTF in the 
Department’s overall annual expenditure ceiling has meant that, in the absence of an increased 
rate of contribution or the availability of additional fiscal space, additional expenditure could 
not be sourced from the NTF without a corresponding drop in Exchequer expenditure. So while 
the surplus has built up over previous years due to improvements seen in the economic and 
labour market situation before Covid-19 started to impacted in 2020, it was not possible to in-
crease expenditure beyond that generated by the increase in the levy. 

There has been very substantial growth in NTF spending in recent years on the basis of the 
0.3% increase in the Training Levy between 2018 and 2020 with expenditure increasing by over 
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€190 million in this timeframe. This has supported a very significant expansion in investment in 
skills priorities. The accumulated surplus in the NTF has previously been critical in maintain-
ing expenditure levels, particularly in the provision of training of those seeking employment, 
in recession years when NTF income declined. Currently standing at approximately one year’s 
expenditure at current levels, the surplus has been important resourcing €100m for the July Jobs 
Stimulus and providing increased investment of €118.5m in Budget 2021 in skills and training 
priorities arising from the pandemic.  

The NTF Advisory Group continues to be the mechanism to inform and guide on investment 
from the Fund and the use of the surplus. The Group has set out a detailed work plan over the 
next two years to examine a range of themes that will ultimately guide upskilling and reskilling 
priorities for the NTF into the future.

Nursing Education

1303. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if placements for nursing students from public higher educa-
tion institutes are provided in private hospitals; the number of placement provided each year; 
the total provided by private hospitals; the breakdown of the number of placements in each 
hospital in tabular form since 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41028/21]

1305. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if placements for nursing students from public higher educa-
tion institutes are provided in private hospitals; the number of placement provided each year; 
the total provided by private hospitals; the breakdown of the number of placements in each 
hospital in tabular form since 2011; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41031/21]

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1303 and 1305 together.

The data requested by the Deputy is not held by the Department nor the agencies under its 
remit.

Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) are governed by the Universities Act 1997, the Insti-
tutes of Technologies Acts 1992 to 2006 and the Technological Universities Act 2018. Within 
the meaning of these Acts, HEIs are autonomous with regard to management of their academic 
affairs. Responsibility and oversight for student placements lies with the HEI awarding the 
degree and Regulatory Boards with responsibility for the professions in question. As such, nei-
ther the Minister nor this Department has any role in administering placements, and this matter 
should be raised with the bodies in question in the first instance.

In addition, it must be noted that the Higher Education Authority do not hold information on 
compulsory placements on Higher Education Courses, while the Student Record System does 
not keep a record of placements.

International Students

1304. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the number of students enrolled in third-level from outside 
the EU; the number in public higher education institutes; the number in private colleges; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [41029/21]
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Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The Higher Education Authority (HEA) is responsible for collecting, ana-
lysing and disseminating student and graduate enrolment data from all HEA-funded higher 
education institutions. 

Details of student enrolment data, including in relation to domicile, is available on the HEA 
website: https://hea.ie/statistics/

Please note the HEA does not collect data from  private colleges.

  Question No. 1305 answered with Question No. 1303.

Education Policy

1306. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science his views on a recommendation in a report by an organisation (details 
supplied). [41097/21]

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The programmes which are developed in institutions across the further 
and higher education sector in Ireland are developed independently, consistent with principles 
which respect the academic independence of those institutions. My Department has no role in 
that context.

International Students

1307. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if his attention has been drawn to the fact that many stamp 2 
visa holders are working nursing homes and as carers; the steps that are being taken to ensure 
that student workers with underlying health conditions or employment in healthcare settings 
are not forced into in-person classes by English language schools and by the conditions of their 
visa risking the health of the student and the wider community; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41316/21]

27/07/2021WRVVV03500Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): Following the publication of COVID-19 Resilience and Recovery: The Path 
Ahead and in keeping with the Government’s objective of moving to a return to safe onsite pro-
vision in higher and further education, extensive planning has been undertaken by the sectoral 
stakeholders of the Covid-19 Working Group for the English language education (ELE) sector 
to prepare for the safe resumption of limited, small group, in-person provision to cater for the 
needs of this sector’s existing cohort of students. 

Subject to the implementation of sector prepared reopening protocols and adherence to 
public health guidelines, in-person activity could begin to resume from 19th July 2021 where 
it is safe to do so. The resumption of this activity is exclusively to cater for the needs of the 
existing cohort of ELE students currently in the State. My Department understands that this is 
now a much reduced population that has been estimated at fewer than 10,000 students. There 
continues to be no basis for the recruitment of new international students that may seek to travel 
to the State at this time.

Under the arrangements set out in the notice published by my Department (link below), pro-
viders may opt to remain closed, to provide blended learning or to continue operating wholly 
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online. Both prior to and during the pandemic to date, ELE students in Ireland with a Stamp 
2 immigration permission are required to attend at least 85% of their classes for the duration 
of their programmes. For those students currently in the State, this can be achieved by attend-
ing in-person, online or both subject to the method of delivery of these classes. Providers have 
been informed that the resumption of in-person activity should be taken in consultation with 
their staff and students and have the flexibility to deliver their programmes to meet the needs of 
their student cohort. Under no circumstances should any student be required to attend in-person 
classes if it is not safe for them to do so and providers should have alternative arrangements in 
place.   

The resumption of in-person activity is a key stepping stone on the pathway to recovery for 
the ELE sector in Ireland. The Department looks forward to continued productive engagement 
with stakeholders to support the development of further plans which will enable the return of 
international student recruitment and the full re-opening of the sector in due course.

Further information is available  : 

www.gov.ie/en/publication/3b8e5-notice-resumption-of-in-person-provision-for-the-eng-
lish-language-education-sector/

Grant Payments

1308. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Further and Higher Educa-
tion, Research, Innovation and Science the number of applications that were made for the SUSI 
grant for the 2020-2021 academic year by county in tabular form; and the number of those ap-
plications that were successful. [41366/21]

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): The principal support provided by my Department in financial terms is the 
Student Grant Scheme. Under the terms of the Scheme, grant assistance is awarded to students 
attending an approved course in an approved institution who meet the prescribed conditions of 
funding, including those relating to nationality, residency, previous academic attainment and 
means.

The scheme is demand led and as such the numbers applying each year can change for 
reasons such as demographics, employment rates etc. The applications by county for the SUSI 
grant for the  2020/21 academic year and details of successful  are in the attached table in tabu-
lar form.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-07-27_pq1308-27-07-21_en.docx”>susiapplications</a>]

Grant Payments

1309. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Further and Higher Educa-
tion, Research, Innovation and Science the number of applications that were made for the SUSI 
grant for the 2021-2022 academic year by county in tabular form; and the number of those ap-
plications that were successful. [41367/21]

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): The application process for 2021-22 is still open therefore, it is not possible 
at this juncture to provide the data requested by the Deputy. However, I can confirm that as of 
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July 18, SUSI had received just over 81,300 applications and assessed just over 59,700 with just 
over 51,900 qualifying for grant support.

Grant Payments

1310. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Further and Higher Educa-
tion, Research, Innovation and Science the number of appeals that were made by applicants 
who were denied access to the SUSI grant for the 2021-2022 academic year by county in tabu-
lar form; and the number of those appeals that were successful. [41368/21]

1311. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Further and Higher Educa-
tion, Research, Innovation and Science the number of appeals that were made by applicants 
who were denied access to the SUSI grant for the 2020-2021 academic year by county in tabu-
lar form; and the number of those appeals that were successful. [41369/21]

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1310 and 1311 together.

The decision on eligibility for student grant assistance is a matter, in the first instance, for 
the centralised student grant awarding authority SUSI (Student Universal Support Ireland) to 
determine. 

If an individual applicant considers that she/he has been unjustly refused a student grant, 
or that the rate of grant awarded is not the correct one, she/he may appeal, in the first instance, 
to SUSI. Where an individual applicant has had an appeal turned down in writing by SUSI and 
remains of the view that the scheme has not been interpreted correctly in his/her case, an ap-
peal may be submitted to the independent Student Grants Appeals Board within the required 
timeframe. 

Statisitics requested by the Deputy on a county basis in tabular form for the SGAB & SUSI 
are attached. 

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-07-27_pq1310-1311-27-07-21_en.xlsx”>susi</a>]

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-07-27_pq1310-1311a-27-07-21_en.xlsx”>sgab</a>]

  Question No. 1311 answered with Question No. 1310.

Departmental Strategies

1312. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science if his Department has put in place any measures relating to the 
promotion of the use of public-public partnership agreements in the Irish research sector; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [41381/21]

Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): Horizon Europe – the new European Union Framework Programme for 
Research and Innovation (2021-2027) – aims to increase the EU’s research and innovation 
impact by combining European partnership co-investment with additional private and public 
sector funds in areas where the scope and scale of the research and innovation resources can 
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help achieve the EU’s Horizon Europe priorities notably, its Pillar II – Global challenges and 
European industrial competitiveness.

Horizon Europe will strengthen the EU’s scientific and technological bases in order to help 
tackle current and future global challenges and contribute to the green and digital transitions 
and the recovery from the coronavirus pandemic, while aiming to achieve the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs). At the same time, the Horizon Europe will boost the Union’s com-
petitiveness, including that of its industry.

The EU Framework Programmes for Research and Innovation have always been an essen-
tial element in building Ireland’s research and development capability and international reach. 
Participation in the framework programmes is key to our ability to develop, attract and retain 
top quality researchers in Ireland’s academic institutions, SMEs and multinationals. The Pro-
grammes offer Irish researchers valuable opportunities to participate in high-calibre research 
collaborations with their European counterparts.

Involvement in European Partnerships offers collaborative opportunities for Ireland with 
researchers, organisations and public bodies internationally. Ireland has been involved in a 
number of European partnerships over the years. 

Co-funded partnerships are partnerships involving EU countries, with research funders and 
other public authorities at the core of the consortium. Co-funded partnerships are analogous 
with public-public partnerships.

The European Commission has engaged with Member States regarding commitments on a 
number of co-funded partnerships listed below: 

- European Partnership for Chemicals Risk Assessment

- European Partnership - ERA for Health

- European Partnership on Transforming Health and Care Systems

- European Partnership – Driving urban transitions to a sustainable future

- European Partnership for Clean Energy Transition

- European Partnership Rescuing Biodiversity to Safeguard Life on Earth

- European Partnership for Blue Oceans

- European Partnership Water Security for the Planet

- European Partnership for Innovative SME

My Department has coordinated with Government organisations which have been involved 
in the consultation process of co-funded partnerships. These include the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, the Marine Institute, the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland, the Health 
Research Board and the National Standards Authority of Ireland.

Ireland has a decentralised approach to European Partnerships. This means that it is up to 
the government bodies and organisations which are experts in their relevant fields to decide 
whether they will participate in any European Partnerships. As such, while the Department is 
supportive of the Partnerships proposal, promotion of Partnership opportunities to stakeholders 
and relevant actors will come from the organisations who are/intend on participating in them.
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Grant Payments

1313. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the status of the SUSI review for a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [41384/21]

27/07/2021WRVVV05200Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): As part of a comprehensive customer service and communications strategy 
provided by Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI), to ensure that all necessary avenues 
are open to applicants to receive the information they need, a dedicated email and phone line 
service is provided by SUSI for Oireachtas members. This was established to meet an identified 
need for applicants who choose to engage the assistance of their public representatives in mak-
ing enquiries about their grant applications. This service complements the established channels 
provided by SUSI which include online application tracking, a dedicated website, a telephone 
helpdesk, email and social media, including Facebook and Twitter. Enquiries may be emailed 
direct to SUSI at oireachtas@susi.ie. Staff in SUSI are responding to email queries within a 
matter of days. 

With regard to the specific application, I have been advised by my officials that the student 
outlined by the Deputy was awarded Special Rate (non-adjacent) maintenance grant & Post-
graduate Tuition Fees to a maximum of €6,270. The award letter issued to the applicant on 
21/07/2021.

27/07/2021WRWWW00200Grant Payments

27/07/2021WRWWW003001314. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the status of the SUSI review for a person (details supplied); and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [41385/21]

27/07/2021WRWWW00400Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): As part of a comprehensive customer service and communications strategy 
provided by Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI), to ensure that all necessary avenues 
are open to applicants to receive the information they need, a dedicated email and phone line 
service is provided by SUSI for Oireachtas members. This was established to meet an identified 
need for applicants who choose to engage the assistance of their public representatives in mak-
ing enquiries about their grant applications. This service complements the established channels 
provided by SUSI which include online application tracking, a dedicated website, a telephone 
helpdesk, email and social media, including Facebook and Twitter. Enquiries may be emailed 
direct to SUSI at oireachtas@susi.ie. Staff in SUSI are responding to email queries within a 
matter of days. 

With regard to the specific application, I have been advised by my officials that the student 
outlined by the Deputy submitted a renewal application to SUSI for the 2021/22 academic year 
and a change of circumstance was declared. A full assessment of the student’s application was 
completed.  On 14th June 2021 he was issued with a letter awarding him the 100% adjacent rate 
of grant as the shortest most direct route was confirmed to be under 45km. Following a request 
from the applicant for an internal review the distance from the student’s residence from his col-
lege was confirmed as under 45km.  The applicant has also informed SUSI that he may have a 
further change of circumstance. SUSI has advised that he can request an further internal review 
of his application and he should contact SUSI as soon as the change occurs.
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27/07/2021WRWWW00500Grant Payments

27/07/2021WRWWW006001315. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the number of SUSI applications waiting for review for the 
2020-2021 academic year which have not yet received a decision by SUSI; the deadline com-
munication of these decisions; if there has been a significant delay in 2021; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [41386/21]

27/07/2021WRWWW00700Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The student grant scheme, administered by SUSI, provides grants to stu-
dents who meet the prescribed conditions of funding, including those relating to nationality, 
residency, previous academic attainment and means. 

SUSI received over 100,000 applications for academic year 2020/21 representing an in-
crease in applications when compared to 2019/20. There have been no delays in the processing 
of applications received for 2020/21 with SUSI processing the increased number of applica-
tions at a faster pace than the previous year.

 SUSI opened for applications for 2020/21 in April 2020 with the online system closing in 
November 2020 after which late applications fulfilling the necessary criteria were accepted. 
Currently 29 applications for the 2020/21 academic year are yet to be finalised. Of these, 18 are 
with the applicant and SUSI is awaiting the return of requested documents. 11 applications are 
being reviewed by SUSI  . 

27/07/2021WRWWW00800Personal Injury Claims

27/07/2021WRWWW009001316. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Justice her plans in terms of rebal-
ancing the duty of care regarding personal injury claims; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [40956/21]

27/07/2021WRWWW010001318. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Justice if she will provide an up-
date on possible duty of care legislation in relation to personal injury claims; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [40958/21]

27/07/2021WRWWW01100Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1316 and 1318 together.

In line with the commitment in the Justice Plan 2021, and as part of the Government’s Ac-
tion Plan on Insurance Reform, I have undertaken a review of the current occupiers’ liability 
legislation in Ireland and other common law jurisdictions, as well as an examination of “duty of 
care” provisions in those jurisdictions. 

The review identified a number of possible options for reform in this area and my Depart-
ment is working with the Office of the Attorney General to develop legislative proposals on the 
matter.  It is my intention that any required legislative proposals will be submitted for Govern-
ment approval following the completion of discussions with the Office of the Attorney General.

27/07/2021WRWWW01200Legislative Measures

27/07/2021WRWWW013001317. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Justice the actions the Govern-
ment will take following the perjury legislation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
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[40957/21]

27/07/2021WRWWW01400Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Criminal Justice (Perjury and 
Related Offences) Act 2021, passed by the Oireachtas last month, provides for new statutory 
offences relating to perjury, subornation of perjury, the making of certain false statements, the 
fabrication of evidence and other related matters.

Last week I signed the commencement order for this Act and it will enter into force on 28 
July 2021. 

This legislation provides a clear, statutory definition of perjury and should enable the of-
fence and related offences to be more easily prosecuted in the courts.  

  Question No. 1318 answered with Question No. 1316.

27/07/2021WRWWW01600International Protection

27/07/2021WRWWW017001319. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Justice if she has considered the des-
ignation status of Georgia as safe for the purposes of international protection considering recent 
events (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39063/21]

27/07/2021WRWWW01800Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): Georgia is 
designated a safe country of origin under the International Protection Act 2015 (Safe Country 
of Origin) Order 2018.  

Under Section 72 of the International Protection Act 2015, a country may only be desig-
nated as a safe country of origin where satisfied that, on the basis of the legal situation, the 
application of the law within a democratic system and the general political circumstances, it 
can be shown that there is generally and consistently no persecution, no torture or inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment and no threat by reason of indiscriminate violence in situa-
tions of international or internal armed conflict.

In making the assessment, it must be taken into account, among other things, the extent to 
which protection is provided against persecution or mistreatment by:  

- The relevant laws and regulations of the country and the manner in which they are applied. 

- The observance of the rights and freedoms laid down in specified European and Interna-
tional Conventions. 

- Respect for the principle of  non-refoulement in accordance with the Geneva Convention. 

- Provision for a system of effective remedies against violation of those rights and freedoms.

The assessment must be based on a range of sources of information, including from other 
EU Member States, the European Asylum Support Office, the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees, the Council of Europe and other international organisations as appropriate. 

My Department draws from the relevant published reports of a range of bodies in this re-
gard, which provide information on the state of play in the country under review. If an appli-
cant for international protection is from a country designated as a safe country of origin, their 
application will still receive a full consideration on its merits by the International Protection 
Office of my Department.  They are not deemed to be inadmissible merely by coming from one 
of these countries.
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It is not intended, at this time, to review the designated status of Georgia as a safe country 
of origin. However, my Department will keep the matter under consideration, as appropriate.

27/07/2021WRWWW01900International Protection

27/07/2021WRWWW020001320. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Justice the estimated number of interna-
tional protection order interviews that would need to be conducted for the current backlog to be 
cleared. [39086/21]

27/07/2021WRWWW02100Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): The Interna-
tional Protection Office (IPO) of my Department has remained open to offer applicants a service, 
in line with our international obligations to allow those who wish to claim international protec-
tion the opportunity to do so. The provision of the facility to allow people claim international 
protection is considered an essential service at all times, including during the Covid-19 crisis. 

The interview schedule for the IPO has, however, been severely disrupted during this 
time. As of 30 June 2021, approximately 4,430 applicants were awaiting interview. 

With effect from 10 May 2021, interviews re-commenced in limited numbers by video con-
ference in line with health and safety guidance, with the applicant in one room linked by video 
conference to an interviewer in another room of the same building.  Interviews by video link 
from Cork have also resumed. Over 140 video conference interviews have taken place since 10 
May. 

My Department is committed to implementing the key recommendations in the Expert Ad-
visory Group Report to reduce processing times of both first instance decisions and appeals to 
6 months respectively, as outlined in the White Paper to End Direct Provision and Establish a 
New International Protection Support Service. 

A Programme Board has been established in my Department to oversee the implementation 
of the relevant recommendations and is supported by an Implementation Working Group. My 
Department will also be represented on a Programme Board being established by my colleague, 
Minister O’Gorman, which will set performance indicators for the new model and monitor 
progress against those indicators. 

The White Paper proposes that the new system should be phased in and operational by 2024 
and that the intervening period should provide an opportunity to progress improvements in the 
overall processing times for international protection.

Work is under way in my Department towards identifying mechanisms which will assist 
with this. For example, additional ICT resources have been secured for this year, and detailed 
practical work, including the end-to-end review of relevant international protection processes 
by a multi-disciplinary team from within my Department, has now been completed.

My Department’s main focus now is to get its processing system functioning as effectively 
and efficiently as possible, while adhering to all measures in place to combat the spread of CO-
VID-19.  

27/07/2021WRWWW02200Commissions of Inquiry

27/07/2021WRWWW023001321. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Justice if she will establish a commis-
sion of inquiry with a cross-Border dimension into the exposure and murder of a person (details 
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supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39092/21]

27/07/2021WRWWW02400Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Deputy refers to the brutal mur-
der of Mr Denis Donaldson in April 2006 in Glenties, County Donegal. 

The Deputy will likely be aware, that a number of inquiries related to the death of Mr. Don-
aldson have been undertaken both in this jurisdiction and in Northern Ireland.

The Garda Authorities are conducting an ongoing investigation into the killing of Mr. Don-
aldson and extensive inquiries have been carried out in this regard. I am informed by An Garda 
Síochána that the investigation remains open and active and that further directions from the 
Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions are awaited. 

I am further informed that the inquest into the death currently stands adjourned in light of 
the ongoing criminal investigation.

While I appreciate that the adjournment of these proceedings will be a matter of concern 
for the family of Mr Donaldson, you will appreciate that this is undertaken to ensure that the 
criminal proceedings are not compromised. 

In the circumstances, most notably the ongoing active Garda investigation, I do not believe 
it would be prudent to consider the establishment of a commission of inquiry.   

27/07/2021WRWWW02500Data Protection

27/07/2021WRWWW026001322. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Justice the funding that has been allo-
cated to the Data Protection Commission in 2021; and the funding allocated to the Commission 
in each of the years 2018 to 2020, in tabular form. [39095/21]

27/07/2021WRWWW02700Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The figures requested by the Deputy 
are set out in the attached table. There has been a continued year-on-year increase in funding 
for the Data Protection Commission (DPC) over the last four budgetary years to reflect this 
commitment.

The Commission has received an allocation of €19.1 million in funding under Budget 2021. 
This represents a 13% increase on the €16.9 million that was allocated for 2020 and a more 
than five-fold increase from its 2015 allocation of €3.647m, in line with its increased functions.

Against this background of successive increases in budget allocation in recent years signifi-
cant underspends by the Commission have occurred. These underspends have been €4.7 million 
in 2020, €4.8 million in 2019 and €3.6 million in 2018.

Staffing numbers in the DPC have also increased from 110 at the end of 2018, to over 180 
as of 19 July 2021. 

The Government is publicly committed to keeping the resourcing of the DPC under on-
going review. My Department will continue to monitor the impact of implementation of the 
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), the impact of any possible future regulatory 
changes as well as any changes within industry, in conjunction with the DPC, to ensure that the 
DPC continues to have the resources required to fulfil its important, statutory obligations. The 
existence of a professional and competent data protection regulator in Ireland is also a critical 
enabler to the development and growth of our digital economy.

My Department has also supported the Commission in securing new office accommodation, 
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with sanction given for a new Dublin based premises by the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform in May 2021.

Year Allocated DPC Funding Underspends
2021 €19,100,000  -
2020 €16,916,000 €4.7m
2019 €15,280,000 €4.8m
2018 €11,669,000 €3.6m

27/07/2021WRWWW02800Citizenship Applications

27/07/2021WRWWW029001323. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the progress to date in 
the determination of citizenship in the case of a person (details supplied); when a decision will 
issue; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39107/21]

27/07/2021WRWWW03000Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): An application 
for a certificate of naturalisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy on 15 
April 2019. The application continues to be processed with a view to establishing whether the 
applicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will be submitted 
to me for decision in due course. 

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range 
of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing 
the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.  

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the 
process.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

27/07/2021WRWWW03100An Garda Síochána

27/07/2021WRWWW032001324. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Justice the scope of the Garda Síochána Ex-
pert Review Group on Recruit Education and Entry Pathways and Learning and Development; 
if she will receive a copy of its initial report; when she expects the report to be completed; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [39125/21]

27/07/2021WRWWW03300Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the Deputy will be aware, the 
Report of the Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland (CoFPI) was published in 2018 
following significant consultation with a wide range of stakeholders including public represen-
tatives, government officials, academics in Ireland and abroad, Garda members of all ranks, and 
Garda staff. The Commission’s recommendations were accepted by Government in December 
2018, including the establishment of an Expert Review Group to bring forward recommenda-
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tions in relation to recruit education and entry routes and pathways into An Garda Síochána, and 
in the area of learning and development within An Garda Síochána.

The Expert Review Group on Recruit Education, Entry Pathways and Learning and Devel-
opment commenced work in late 2020. In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, meetings of the 
group moved to a remote format in early 2021 and I am advised that work is progressing well.

The expert review group will provide strategic advice and recommendations to An Garda 
Síochána in respect of the areas that are fundamental to the successful delivery of learning and 
development interventions in the organisation, including learning and development strategies, 
provision of services and governance.

The group will also advise on the recommendations set out by CoFPI in respect of recruit 
education and the revision of entry routes and pathways into An Garda Síochána. The report 
will consider a wide range of recruitment issues including training and education, development 
of pathways for entry to An Garda Síochána and recruitment strategies for a diverse police 
service.

The expert review group report will be provided to the Garda Commissioner towards the 
end of 2021, who I expect will then engage with my Department in respect of its findings and 
recommendations.

27/07/2021WRWWW03400Immigration Policy

27/07/2021WRWWW035001325. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Justice the status of the scheme to 
regularise undocumented migrants in Ireland; and if it will be in place before the end of 2021. 
[39126/21]

27/07/2021WRWWW03600Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): As the Deputy 
will be aware, proposals for a draft scheme to regularise long-term undocumented migrants 
are being developed in line with the commitment in the Programme for Government to bring 
forward a regularisation scheme within 18 months of the formation of the Government. As out-
lined in the Justice Plan 2021, the scheme will be open for applications before the end of this 
year.  

The scheme will create new pathways for long-term undocumented people and their depen-
dents. Applicants will need to meet specific criteria and these will be formed with a clear con-
sideration of Ireland’s European Union (EU) and Common Travel Area (CTA) commitments.

My Department has conducted a wide-ranging public consultation on the proposed scheme. 
This has provided a valuable opportunity to hear from those who may benefit from  the pro-
posed scheme and my objective is to ensure that the scheme is as inclusive as possible. Last 
week (23 July), I hosted an information webinar with key stakeholders, to update them on the 
progress being made in relation to the scheme and to discuss the submissions received as part 
of the consultation process. 

My Department is continuing to work to finalise the details, including eligibility consid-
erations and qualifying criteria, and also to design and manage the practical aspects to enable 
applications to be made and processed as efficiently as possible.  

The specific qualifying criteria will be guided by, among other things, the learning from 
previous regularisation schemes, such as the 2018 Student Scheme, and schemes operated by 
other EU Member States.   
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27/07/2021WRWWW03700An Garda Síochána

27/07/2021WRWWW038001326. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Justice the number of Garda mem-
bers in the Dublin Metropolitan Region over the past five years; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39128/21]

27/07/2021WRWWW039001327. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Justice the breakdown of Garda ve-
hicle resources in the Dublin Metropolitan Region over the past five years; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [39129/21]

27/07/2021WRWWW04000Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
1326 and 1327 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, under the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner 
is responsible for the administration and management of An Garda Síochána, including the 
deployment of Gardaí, and for the effective and efficient use of Garda resources, including all 
Garda vehicles. As Minister, I have no direct role in these matters.

The below table outlines the number of Gardaí attached to the Dublin Metropolitan Region 
from 2016 to June 2021. For the Deputy’s information, my Department publishes updated in-
formation relating to the Garda workforce on the Department’s website at the following web 
address:

http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Workforce

Garda Numbers by Division, Dublin Metropolitan Region, 2016 - June 2021   

DIVISION 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 June-21
D.M.R. EAST                376 378 381 373 382 366
D.M.R. NORTH               676 670 715 753 798 779
D.M.R. 
NORTH CENTRAL     

612 611 665 689 680 663

D.M.R. SOUTH               549 532 551 579 586 575
D.M.R. 
SOUTH CENTRAL     

630 622 648 765 731 717

D.M.R. WEST                673 672 709 751 767 745
D.M.R. TOTAL 3516 3485 3669 3910 3944 3845

The DMR Region is also further supported by 9 members in the DMR Office, Harcourt 
Square and 106 members attached to DMR Roads Policing (not included in the table above). 

As the Deputy will appreciate, Garda numbers nationwide can be affected by a number 
of factors, including retirements, medical discharges and resignations. The impact of policing 
measures and other steps to support the public health restrictions has also, exceptionally, had an 
impact across the country over the past year. As such, there has been a decrease in the number of 
Gardaí assigned to the Dublin Metropolitan Region from 3,944 Gardaí in May 2020 to 3,845 at 
the end of June 2021.

The Deputy may wish to note, however, that recruitment, which had been paused, has now 
recommenced in 2021 with 150 Garda trainees entering the Garda College on 24 May, the first 
of four intakes and a revised planned total of 450 for the year. The second intake of 74 train-
ees commenced their training on 19 July. This resumption of recruitment forms an important 
component in the unprecedented and sustained level of investment being made in Garda re-
sources in recent years, and is equipping the organisation to meet community needs throughout 
the country.
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The below table, comprising information provided to me by the Garda authorities, outlines 
the breakdown of Garda vehicle figures in the Dublin Metropolitan Region from 2016 to June 
2021.

Dublin Metropolitan Region Garda Fleet, 2016 - June 2021   

Garda 
Fleet DMR 
June 2021 

Cars Vans Motor-
cycles

4 x 4 *Others Total

DMR 
EAST

69 13 0 1 1 84

DMR 
NORTH

91 13 0 1 1 106

DMR 
NORTH 
CENTRAL

66 12 0 3 1 82

DMR 
SOUTH

71 17 0 2 1 91

DMR 
SOUTH 
CENTRAL

68 18 0 0 1 87

DMR 
WEST

84 13 0 0 6 103

DMR TO-
TAL

449 86 0 7 11 553

       
Garda 
Fleet DMR 
Dec 2020 

Cars Vans Motor-
cycles

4x4 *Others Total

DMR 
EAST

63 12 0 1 1 77

DMR 
NORTH

93 14 0 1 1 109

DMR 
NORTH 
CENTRAL

61 12 0 3 1 77

DMR 
SOUTH

68 16 0 2 1 87

DMR 
SOUTH 
CENTRAL

67 16 0 0 1 84

DMR 
WEST

82 13 0 0 6 101

DMR TO-
TAL

434 83 0 7 11 535

       
Garda 
Fleet DMR 
Dec 2019

Cars Vans Motor-
cycles

4 x 4 *Others Total
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DMR 
EAST 

50 10 0 1 1 62

DMR 
NORTH 

78 12 0 1 1 92

DMR 
NORTH 
CENTRAL 

47 11 0 3 1 62

DMR 
SOUTH 
CENTRAL 

52 13 0 0 1 66

DMR 
SOUTH 

60 16 0 2 0 78

DMR 
WEST 

70 14 0 0 6 90

DMR TO-
TAL

357 76 0 7 10 450

       
Garda 
Fleet DMR  
Dec 2018

Cars Vans Motor-
cycles

4x4 *Others Total

DMR 
EAST

41 9 3 1 2 56

DMR 
NORTH

79 25 1 1 4 110

DMR 
NORTH 
CENTRAL

47 12 2 3 5 69

DMR 
SOUTH

57 17 1 2 0 77

DMR 
SOUTH 
CENTRAL

44 15 2 0 1 62

DMR 
WEST

59 13 2 0 8 82

DMR TO-
TAL

327 91 11 7 20 456

       
Garda 
Fleet DMR 
Dec 2017 

Cars Vans Motor-
cycles

4x4 *Others Total

DMR 
EAST

43 10 3 1 1 58

DMR 
NORTH

83 27 1 1 3 115

DMR 
NORTH 
CENTRAL

54 10 4 2 4 74
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DMR 
SOUTH

66 17 1 2 0 86

DMR 
SOUTH 
CENTRAL

46 16 2 1 1 66

DMR 
WEST

78 18 2 0 7 105

DMR TO-
TAL

370 98 13 7 16 504

       
Garda 
Fleet DMR 
Dec 2016 

Cars Vans Motor-
cycles

4x4 *Others Total

DMR 
EAST

40 11 3 2 2 58

DMR 
NORTH

86 33 2 1 5 127

DMR 
NORTH 
CENTRAL

54 10 3 3 2 72

DMR 
SOUTH

66 16 1 2 2 87

DMR 
SOUTH 
CENTRAL

45 16 2 1 1 65

DMR 
WEST

92 19 3 2 7 123

DMR TO-
TAL

383 105 14 11 19 532

*The category ‘Others’ refers to MPV, SUV, Minibus or Prisoner Conveyance Vehicles.

 

  Question No. 1327 answered with Question No. 1326.

27/07/2021WRWWW04200Departmental Schemes

27/07/2021WRWWW043001328. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Justice the status of the implemen-
tation of the new community safety innovation fund; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [39130/21]

27/07/2021WRWWW04400Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the Deputy will be aware, Minis-
ter McGrath and Minister McEntee have agreed, in principle, to establish the new Community 
Safety Innovation Fund. The scheme, when established, will consider applications to allocate 
funds to community safety projects and other policy initiatives in the area including the work 
of the new Local Community Safety Partnerships.  

It will reflect the significant successes of An Garda Síochána and the Criminal Assets Bu-
reau in disrupting criminal activity and seizing proceeds of crime, by providing additional fund-
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ing for investment in community safety projects. 

The details of how the fund will be allocated will be finalised as part of the budgetary pro-
cess.

27/07/2021WRWWW04500An Garda Síochána

27/07/2021WRWWW046001329. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Justice the number of knives that 
have been seized by An Garda Síochána to date in 2021; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [39131/21]

27/07/2021WRWWW047001330. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Justice the number of persons 
charged with knife crimes in each of the years 2015 to 2020 and to date in 2021; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [39132/21]

27/07/2021WRWWW04800Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1329 and 1330 together.

As the Deputy is aware, the Government shares the significant public concern arising from 
serious crimes involving knives in recent months and years. We are all conscious of the very 
serious impact which violent crime has on victims and families, particularly attacks of a random 
nature. I condemn such crimes in the strongest possible terms.

Crime of any sort is not a phenomenon that exists in isolation. It is inevitably connected to 
significant and often complex underlying factors. Information provided by An Garda Síochána 
notes that knife related crime trends should also be viewed in the context of the pandemic and 
the associated general decrease in criminality, but also the successful number of proactive sei-
zures and interventions by Gardaí. 

An Garda Síochána is currently operating an Assault Reduction Strategy, which includes 
assaults with offensive weapons and the ‘Use your Head, not your Fists’ campaign, highlighting 
the dangers and consequences of assaults to not only the victims, but to the perpetrator as well. 

My Department is also currently looking at data sources to improve data quality in this area. 
Officials are engaging with public health colleagues, as well as An Garda Síochána, to improve 
our understanding of the level of violent assaults within our society. 

Recently, there has also been an increase of knives seized due to proactive policing opera-
tions, particularly during 2020 with the increased Garda presence in support of the national 
COVID-19 public health response. I am advised by An Garda Síochána that, from 1 January to 
14 July 2021, there have been 999   objects recorded on PULSE as seized that are classified as 
the sub-type of object ‘knife’. 

In relation to the number of persons charged with ‘knife crimes’, as advised previously to 
the Deputy, ‘knife crimes’ covers a broad range of offences, including assault, robbery and in-
timidation, and therefore it is not possible to collate information on ‘knife crimes’ in the format 
requested. To be of assistance, however, I have contacted An Garda Síochána to obtain informa-
tion relating to the number of persons charged with possession of an offensive weapon without 
reasonable excuse or lawful authority, contrary to Section 9 of the Firearms and Offensive 
Weapons Act 1990 (as amended). 

The table below outlines the total number of charges or summons created nationwide since 
1 January 2015 for offences under section 9(1) and section 9(4) of the Firearms and Offensive 
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Weapons Act 1990.   

Contrary 
to Sec-
tion 9 
(1) of the 
Firearms 
and Of-
fensive 
Weap-
ons Act 
1990 (as 
amended)

1578 1420 1505 1726 1845 2006 936

Offence 
Wording

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021*

Contrary 
to Sec-
tion 9 
(4) of the 
Firearms 
and Of-
fensive 
Weap-
ons Act 
1990 (as 
amended)

204 187 178 213 275 289 121

Total 1782 1607 1683 1939 2120 2295 1057
*Figures for 2021 are up to the 14 July 2021 only.

I would draw the Deputy’s attention to the fact that multiple charges or summonses may 
be issued for incidents if, for example, there are multiple offenders or multiple categories of 
charges. Furthermore, charges or summonses may not have been issued in relation to all inci-
dents to date. It is also important to note that the provisions of the Act do not distinguish knives 
from other offensive weapons (such as knuckledusters, guns etc.) and the information above 
should not be read to relate solely to persons charged with unlawful possession of a knife as a 
result.

All information provided was drawn from PULSE and is therefore operational and liable to 
change.  

  Question No. 1330 answered with Question No. 1329.

27/07/2021WRWWW05000Visa Applications

27/07/2021WRWWW051001331. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Justice if arrangements can be made 
to return passports submitted as part of the naturalisation process in order that visa renewal can 
be completed, as in a case (details supplied). [39142/21]

27/07/2021WRWWW05200Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): The original 
passports of the applicants referred to by the Deputy were returned by registered post on 15 
July 2021.
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Under normal circumstances, passports are returned approximately 10 days after their re-
ceipt.  However, the current limits on staff attendance in the office due to COVID-19 restrictions 
have resulted in delays in the return of some passports.  

It is a requirement of the naturalisation process that a current passport must accompany 
every application. The identity of every applicant must be confirmed to the greatest extent pos-
sible and a passport is a primary identifier.  

Applicants are advised not to send in their application during the pandemic if they anticipate 
that they may have to travel at short notice. However, I fully appreciate that people may have to 
travel at short notice for emergency reasons or require their passports for official reasons.  The 
citizenship website advises that in these circumstances, applicants should email the citizenship 
helpdesk with the relevant details. Any request must be accompanied by appropriate scanned 
supporting material, for example, in the case of travel detailing the reasons for travel, such as 
medical information. Any request of this nature is dealt with promptly.

27/07/2021WRWWW05300Gambling Sector

27/07/2021WRWWW054001332. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Justice the powers the gambling regu-
lator is expected to have; if their powers will be based on the UK model; and when advertising 
will start for the interim position. [39164/21]

27/07/2021WRWWW05500Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): The Programme 
for Government gives a clear commitment to establish a gambling regulator focused on pub-
lic safety and well-being, covering gambling online and in person, and the powers to regulate 
advertising, gambling websites and apps. The Justice Plan 2021 identifies the enactment of 
legislation to licence and regulate the gambling industry as a key objective. 

When it is established, the regulator will have the necessary enforcement powers for licens-
ing, and powers to take action where individuals or operators are failing to follow rules and 
regulations. Its key objectives will be: preventing gambling from being a source or support to 
crime; ensuring that gambling is conducted in a fair and open way for companies to make deci-
sions in certainty; and, requiring safeguards including in relation to gambling advertising.

Operators offering activities in whole or in part online, will be subject to the licensing 
terms and conditions similar to other licensees, with any necessary additions.  The regulator, 
therefore, will cover online and in person gambling.  They will also have the powers to regulate 
advertising, gambling websites and apps.  

As outlined in the Justice Plan 2021, I expect to be in a position to publish the Scheme of 
the Bill in Quarter 3 2021. Further details on the functions and powers of the regulator will be 
outlined in the Scheme. 

As also set out in the Justice Plan 2021, the position of a CEO designate is due to be adver-
tised in Quarter 3 this year with a finalised appointment scheduled for Quarter 4.

An Inter-Departmental Working Group on Future Licensing and Regulation of Gambling 
reported in 2019 and a European Commission funded report on the structure of a gambling reg-
ulator was also produced in late 2019.  What is being put in place for the sector and customers 
is largely in line with what other countries have already implemented, including the UK model.

27/07/2021WRWWW05600An Garda Síochána
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27/07/2021WRWWW057001333. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Justice the number of gardaí in Cork 
city by Garda division and rank and role in July 2019, July 2020 and July 2021, in tabular form. 
[39169/21]

27/07/2021WRWWW05800Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the Deputy will be aware, under 
the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the administration 
and management of An Garda Síochána, including the effective and efficient deployment of 
Garda resources. As Minister, I have no direct role in these matters

I am informed by the Garda authorities that the attached spreadsheet sets out the number 
of Gardaí assigned to the Cork City Division as at 30 June 2019, 30 June 2020 and 30 June 
2021, the latest date for which figures are available.  

As the Deputy will appreciate, Garda numbers nationwide can be affected by a number 
of factors, including retirements, medical discharges and resignations. The impact of policing 
measures and other steps to support the public health response to the COVID-19 pandemic 
has also had an impact across the country over the past year. As such, there has been a slight 
decrease in the number of Gardaí assigned to the Cork city Division from 730 in June 2020 to 
715 at 30 June 2021. 

The Deputy may wish to note, however, that recruitment, which had been paused, has now 
recommenced for 2021, with 150 Garda trainees entering the Garda College on 24 May and a 
further 74 Garda trainees entering on 19 July. These are the first two of four intakes for 2021 
and part of a revised planned total of 450 for the year. However, 2021 intake numbers will be 
reviewed going forward, in particular with progress against COVID-19 and the vaccination 
rollout.

This resumption of recruitment forms an important component in the unprecedented and 
sustained level of investment being made in Garda resources in recent years, and is equipping 
the organisation to meet community needs throughout the country.

Extensive information is available on my Department’s website in relation to the numbers 
of Garda members and their assignment nationwide at the following link :   http://www.justice.
ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Workforce  

This information is updated every month with the latest data provided by An Garda Sío-
chána.

Details in relation to the number of Garda staff nationwide are also available on my Depart-
ment’s website at the following link: http://justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Staff  

30 June 
2021

District Station GD SG IN SU CS AC Grand 
Total

CORK 
CITY

ANGLESEA 
STREET

ANGLESEA 
STREET

236 39 13 3 1 1 293

BLACK-
ROCK

16 1 17

BRIDE-
WELL

27 8 35

ANGLESEA 
STREET 
Total

279 48 13 3 1 1 345
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GUR-
RANABRA-
HER

BLARNEY 12 1 1 14

CARRIG 
NA BH-
FEAR

1 1

GUR-
RANABRA-
HER

48 8 2 1 59

GUR-
RANABRA-
HER Total

61 9 3 1 74

MAYFIELD GLANMIRE 21 4 25
MAYFIELD 44 6 1 51
WATER-
COURSE 
ROAD

30 8 38

MAYFIELD 
Total

95 18 1 114

TOGHER BALLIN-
COLLIG

47 8 1 56

BISHOP-
STOWN

11 1 12

CARRIGA-
LINE

17 3 20

CROSS-
HAVEN

2 2

DOUGLAS 26 3 29
PASSAGE 
WEST

1 1 2

TOGHER 52 8 1 61
TOGHER 
Total

156 24 1 1 182

CORK 
CITY 
Total

591 99 17 6 1 1 715

27/07/2021WRXXX00200Residency Permits

27/07/2021WRXXX003001334. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the current and or expect-
ed residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [39256/21]

27/07/2021WRXXX00400Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): The person re-
ferred to by the Deputy is the subject of a Deportation Order made on 23 September 2019. Rep-
resentations were received on behalf of the person concerned requesting that the Deportation 
Order be revoked, pursuant to the provisions of section 3(11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as 
amended). All relevant aspects of the case will be considered before a decision is made. 

The decision to issue from the consideration of this request will be to have the existing De-
portation Order either ‘affirmed’ or ‘revoked’. Once a decision has been made, it will be notified 
in writing. In the meantime, the Deportation Order remains valid and in place.
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No Deportation Orders are currently being effected during the pandemic except in cases 
where an individual may be a threat to national security or whose presence in Ireland would be 
contrary to the public interest

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility (inisoireachtasmail@justice.ie), which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

27/07/2021WRXXX00500Naturalisation Applications

27/07/2021WRXXX006001335. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the progress to date in the 
determination of an application for naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [39263/21]

27/07/2021WRXXX00700Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): An application 
for a certificate of naturalisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy on 12 
February 2020. This application is currently being processed with a view to establishing wheth-
er the applicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will be 
submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. 

I recognise the crucial role healthcare workers are continuing to play in responding to the 
threat of COVID-19. They work in a challenging environment and deal with vulnerable people 
on a daily basis. Their exceptional commitment has been particularly clear throughout the pan-
demic, during which they have played a vital part in preventing the spread of COVID-19. 

All applications for a certificate of naturalisation are processed and assessed individually in 
accordance with legislation. There are no provisions to apply different criteria depending on the 
category of employment of the applicant. All applicants are required to meet minimum periods 
of reckonable residence and standard checks are carried out as part of the overall process to 
maintain its integrity.

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the 
process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at: INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

27/07/2021WRXXX00800An Garda Síochána
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27/07/2021WRXXX009001336. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Justice the number of serving mem-
bers of An Garda Síochána who have a barring order against them; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39360/21]

27/07/2021WRXXX01000Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I have requested the information 
sought by the Deputy from the Garda authorities, but this was not available in time. I will write 
to the Deputy once I receive the required information.

27/07/2021WRXXX01100International Protection

27/07/2021WRXXX012001337. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Justice the overall median waiting 
time for appeals of international protection application decisions through the International Pro-
tections Appeals Tribunal; and the number of persons currently awaiting a decision on an ap-
peal in tabular form. [39370/21]

27/07/2021WRXXX01300Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): The Interna-
tional Protection Appeals Tribunal (IPAT) is a statutorily independent body and exercises a 
quasi-judicial function under the International Protection Act 2015. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy I have had enquiries made and I am 
informed by the Tribunal of the median waiting times, as set out in the table below. 

No. of Appeals Pending in IPAT as at 30 
June 2021

1626

Median Time Pending in IPAT in Months as 
at 30 June 2021 

10

For those who are in the international protection process, our objective is to have decisions 
made on their applications, including the permission to remain consideration, as soon as possi-
ble. This ensures that those who are found to be in need of our protection can receive it quickly 
and begin rebuilding their lives here with a sense of safety and security. 

My Department is committed to implementing the key recommendations in the Expert Ad-
visory Group Report to reduce processing times of both first instance decisions and appeals to 
6 months respectively, as outlined in the White Paper to End Direct Provision and Establish a 
New International Protection Support Service. 

27/07/2021WRXXX01400Unaccompanied Minors and Separated Children

27/07/2021WRXXX015001338. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Justice the number of protection ap-
plicants who have presented as unaccompanied minors since the commencement of the Inter-
national Protection Act 2015; the number of those that were age-disputed and subjected to an 
assessment by Tusla; the number that were deemed adults by the International Protection Office 
and placed into direct provision following the assessments; and the number that were deemed 
minors and placed in the care of Tusla. [39385/21]

27/07/2021WRXXX016001344. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Justice the number of international 
protection applicants who presented as unaccompanied minors that have been age-disputed 
and subjected to an assessment by Tusla since the commencement of the International Protec-
tion Act 2015; the number deemed as adults and placed into direct provision; and the number 
deemed as minors and placed in the care of Tusla. [39473/21]
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27/07/2021WRXXX01700Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1338 and 1344 together.

Tusla, the Child and Family Agency has statutory responsibility for the care of any unac-
companied minors in the State. If an unaccompanied minor indicates that they wish to apply 
for international protection, they are referred to Tusla, either by the Garda National Immigra-
tion Bureau (GNIB) at the airport/port of entry, or by staff at the International Protection Office 
(IPO) of my Department.  

The IPO refers all persons who present at the IPO indicating that they wish to apply for 
international protection and who state that they are unaccompanied minors to Tusla. Table 1 
below sets out the statistics for these referrals from 2017 to date in 2021. The IPO does not 
maintain statistics on age disputes and the outcome of any age assessment is entirely a matter 
for Tusla, which is under the remit of my colleague, the Minister for Children, Equality, Dis-
ability, Integration and Youth.

Table 1   
Year No of unaccompanied minors  referred to 

Tusla by IPO
2017 31 
2018 15 
2019 32 
2020 28 
2021 10 
Section 15(4) of the International Protection Act 2015, provides that where it appears to the 

Child and Family Agency, on the basis of information, including legal advice, available to it, 
that an application for international protection should be made on behalf of a child under 18 
in respect of whom it is providing care and protection, it shall arrange for an employee of the 
Agency to make an application on behalf of the child and to represent and assist the child with 
respect to the examination of the application.

Tusla will conduct a Best Interest of the Child assessment. Only after that assessment has 
been completed and it is decided that it is in the best interest of the child to do so, will they 
bring the unaccompanied minor to the IPO to make an international protection application on 
their behalf. 

Specific arrangements will be made by the IPO in conjunction with Tusla for the process-
ing of the application. Tusla will support the minor throughout the process, including attending 
at their interview, and the IPO has specially trained caseworkers to process these applications. 

Table 2 below sets out the number of applications for international protection made in re-
spect of unaccompanied minors by Tusla. It is important to note that the year in which the ap-
plication was made is not necessarily the year in which the referral to Tusla was made.

Table 2   
Year No. of applications for international protec-

tion made by Tusla on behalf of unaccom-
panied minors 

2017 32 
2018 19 
2019 51 
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2020 29 
2021 16 

27/07/2021WRXXX01800Residency Permits

27/07/2021WRXXX019001339. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the options available to 
regularise residency in the case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [39429/21]

27/07/2021WRXXX02000Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): Based on the 
details provided by the Deputy, there is no record of an application, or a request, from the per-
son concerned for permission to remain in the State.

The person concerned is advised to write to the Immigration Service of my Department and 
request to regularise their position in the State. When submitting their request, they should out-
line their current circumstances, the date of their arrival in the State, their current permission, if 
any, to be in the State, along with their future intentions in the State. 

They should enclose a copy of their passport, along with any documentation that they be-
lieve will support their case. The application should be submitted, via registered post, to Resi-
dence Division - Unit 2, Immigration Service, 13/14 Burgh Quay, Dublin 2, D02 XK70. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

27/07/2021WRXXX02100Citizenship Applications

27/07/2021WRXXX022001340. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Justice  if she will engage with 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs to consider instituting a statutory reform in which applicants 
submit a combined application for Irish citizenship and an Irish passport; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [39431/21]

27/07/2021WRXXX02300Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): While my 
Department processes applications for a certificate of naturalisation, the processing of applica-
tions for citizenship by descent and applications for passports are a matter for my colleague, the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

There is ongoing cooperation between the two Departments. The citizenship team of my De-
partment and their colleagues in the Passport Office, regularly discuss matters of common inter-
est and, last year, the Irish Association page on my Department’s Immigration Service website 
was updated with their input. The Head of the citizenship team also sits on the Passport Reform 
Board, and this has assisted greatly in the sharing of ideas for the benefit of our customers.

There are no plans at present, to introduce legislation to provide for a combined application 
process for Irish citizenship and an Irish passport. Any such legislation would have to take ac-
count of and address issues arising from the current allocation of responsibility in these areas. 
That said, at this time of significant challenges resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
focus of both Departments is on ensuring the processing of applications in the most streamlined 
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and effective manner.  

27/07/2021WRXXX02400Visa Applications

27/07/2021WRXXX025001341. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice when an extension will be 
facilitated in the case of a person (details supplied) who supplied all relevant documentation via 
the Irish Embassy in Malaysia; when a decision on an extension request is likely to be reached; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39434/21]

27/07/2021WRXXX02600Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): The visa sticker 
issued for the application referred to by the Deputy had a validity period from 21 October 2020 
to 21 April 2021. In the normal course of events, the person concerned could travel to Ireland 
between the dates of validity, including the first and last dates on the visa, and travel outside of 
these dates would not be permitted. 

However, the travel restrictions and the measures introduced as part of the Government’s ef-
forts to interrupt the transmission of COVID-19 has meant that travel may not be possible dur-
ing this time and even if possible was not advisable unless absolutely essential. It is therefore 
open to the Visa Office to consider, on a case by case basis, issuing a new visa without the need 
to make another visa application. 

If the individual concerned could not travel before the expiry of their current visa, they 
should send their passport to the Visa Office, Embassy or Honorary Consulate to which they 
would  submit a new application and include: 

- A cover letter explaining why the visa was not used;  

- A letter from their employer stating employment is still available to them; 

- Any other information which they would like the Visa Officer to take into account when 
deciding if a new visa will be issued without making a new application.  

If the original Employment Permit (or Atypical Working Authorisation) has expired or is 
expiring soon then they will also need to submit a new Employment Permit or Atypical Work-
ing Authorisation.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility (inisoireachtasmail@justice.ie), which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

27/07/2021WRXXX02700Visa Applications

27/07/2021WRXXX028001342. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice when a visa extension will 
issue to a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39437/21]

27/07/2021WRXXX02900Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): The visa sticker 
issued for the application referred to by the Deputy had a validity period from 21 October 2020 
to 21 April 2021. In the normal course of events, the person concerned could travel to Ireland 
between the dates of validity, including the first and last dates on the visa, and travel outside of 
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these dates would not be permitted. 

However, the travel restrictions and the measures introduced as part of the Government’s ef-
forts to interrupt the transmission of COVID-19 has meant that travel may not be possible dur-
ing this time and even if possible was not advisable unless absolutely essential. It is therefore 
open to the Visa Office to consider, on a case by case basis, issuing a new visa without the need 
to make another visa application. 

If the individual concerned could not travel before the expiry of their current visa, they should 
send their passport to the Visa Office, Embassy or Honorary Consulate to which they would be 
submitting a new application and include:  

- A cover letter explaining why the visa was not used;  

- A letter from their employer stating employment is still available to them;  

- Any other information which they would like the Visa Officer to take into account when 
deciding if a new visa will be issued without making a new application.  

If the original Employment Permit (or Atypical Working Authorisation) has expired or is 
expiring soon then they will also need to submit a new Employment Permit or Atypical Work-
ing Authorisation.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility (inisoireachtasmail@justice.ie), which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

27/07/2021WRXXX03000Visa Applications

27/07/2021WRXXX031001343. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Justice the visa options that 
are available to a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[39440/21]

27/07/2021WRXXX03200Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): From 16 June 
2021, my Department lifted certain country specific and temporary entry and transit visa restric-
tions which were brought into effect on 28 January 2021. As a result of this decision, nationals 
from South Africa, Brazil and some South American countries are no longer visa required. All 
travellers must continue to comply fully with the public health measures required by law. 

South African nationals may seek to enter and reside in the State on visitors conditions for 
up to 90 days. Any non EU/EEA nationals, including South African nationals, who wish to 
remain for longer than 90 days must register with their local immigration office and apply for 
further permission to remain before their initial permission to remain expires. Full details of the 
registration process can be found at: 

http://www.inis.gov.ie/en/INIS/Pages/first-time-registration.

Entry into the State is solely at the discretion of the Immigration Officer at the port of entry. 
The onus is on the individual to have all documentation relating to their reasons for entering 
Ireland ready for presentation to the Immigration Officer to gain entry. The Immigration Officer 
may grant leave to enter to a maximum period of three months. They may, depending on the 
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documentation presented, refuse entry to the State or grant a lesser period than three months. 
People who wish to reside in the State, should prepare documentary evidence of private health 
insurance, along with details of finances to show how they will be able to maintain themselves, 
or be maintained, whilst in the State.

  Question No. 1344 answered with Question No. 1338.

27/07/2021WRXXX03400Citizenship Applications

27/07/2021WRXXX035001345. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the progress to date in the 
determination of an application for citizenship in the case of a person (details supplied); and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [39555/21]

27/07/2021WRXXX03600Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): An application 
for a certificate of naturalisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy on 25 
June 2018. The application continues to be processed with a view to establishing whether the 
applicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will be submitted 
to me for decision in due course. 

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range 
of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing 
the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.  

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the 
process.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

27/07/2021WRXXX03700Citizenship Applications

27/07/2021WRXXX038001346. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Justice further to Parliamentary Question No. 
707 of 24 February 2021, when her Department will publish the good character criteria used 
when adjudicating citizenship applications. [39572/21]

27/07/2021WRXXX03900Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): My Depart-
ment is currently preparing detailed guidelines on the good character criterion, that incorporates 
various work streams, and research on other jurisdictions. Once the guidelines are finalised they 
will be published on the website of the Immigration Service of my Department. 

When published, it is hoped that the guidelines will assist applicants to better understand the 
good character assessment criteria when making an application for citizenship. 

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation under the provisions of the Irish 
Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended, is a privilege and an honour which confers 
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certain rights and entitlements, not only within the State but also at European Union, as well as 
international level. It is therefore important that appropriate procedures are in place to ensure 
that the integrity of the process is held in high regard both at home and internationally. Section 
15 of the Act specifically refers to good character. 

Irish citizenship, and by extension an Irish passport, is one of the most sought after in the 
world. Ireland, in common with many nations, has a requirement that applicants demonstrate 
that they are of good character. What exactly good character entails evolves over time, not least 
to take account of the enactment of new laws. However, an applicant needs to have demonstrat-
ed a history of compliance with the laws of the land. An applicant’s good character is assessed 
in a number of ways, including but not limited to:

- An Garda Síochána vetting;   

- Home Country Police clearance; and  

- Adherence to the laws and regulations of the State. (This includes laws and regulations 
relating to revenue, social welfare and driving and transport).  

The application form for naturalisation specifically requires the applicant to list any offenc-
es and also provides an opportunity to provide additional details regarding any such offences. 
The fact that a person has committed an offence does not automatically result in their refusal. 
The individual facts of each case are assessed. Applicants who are refused are provided with the 
reasons for their refusal.   

27/07/2021WRXXX04000Visa Applications

27/07/2021WRXXX041001347. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Justice if she has considered waiv-
ing mandatory in-person attendance of stamp two visa students including English language 
teachers until September 2021; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39579/21]

27/07/2021WRXXX04200Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): My Department 
has responsibility for immigration-related matters, including the entry and residence conditions 
of non-EEA students. The re-opening of English language schools and in-person attendance is a 
matter for the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science 
(DFHERIS).

DFHERIS has advised that, subject to the implementation of sector prepared reopening 
protocols and adherence to public health guidelines, in-person activity may begin to resume 
from 19 July 2021, where it is safe to do so. This applies to the existing cohort of ELE students 
currently in the State and DFHERIS further advises that there is no basis for the recruitment of 
new international students that may seek to travel to the State at this time.

In line with the policy direction from DFHERIS, providers may opt to remain closed, to 
provide blended learning or to continue operating wholly online. 

Both prior to and during the pandemic to date, ELE students in Ireland with a Stamp 2 
immigration permission are required to attend at least 85% of their classes for the duration of 
their programme. For those students currently in the State, this can be achieved by attending in-
person, online or both, subject to the method of delivery of these classes. Providers have been 
informed that the resumption of in-person activity should be taken in consultation with their 
staff and students.
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27/07/2021WRXXX04300Visa Applications

27/07/2021WRXXX044001348. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Justice if she has considered intro-
ducing an extension for all stamp two persons affected by the pandemic and a pathway back 
to regular status through enrolment in an ELE course from 20 September 2021; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [39580/21]

27/07/2021WRXXX04500Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): My Depart-
ment recognises the difficulties that Covid-19 has had on everyone in the country, including our 
international student population. From the outset of the pandemic, we have worked to provide 
assistance and assurance to people who use our immigration services. 

Since the pandemic was declared in March 2020, immigration permissions have been ex-
tended, on seven occasions, most recently until 20 September 2021. These extensions of per-
missions also cover English language students who have already availed of the maximum three 
permissions (three permissions of 8 months each), allowing them to renew for a fourth permis-
sion until 20 September 2021. 

Students must enrol on a 25-week programme as soon as their third permission expires and 
register that permission. This currently will allow them to remain in the State until 20 Septem-
ber 2021, however, each case will be assessed on its individual merits and a pragmatic approach 
will be adopted.

 Students applying for a second or third permission may renew for up 8 months provided 
they enrol in a 25-week English language programme.

Any further general extension of permission will be considered in light of NPHET and Gov-
ernment public health advice at the appropriate time. 

27/07/2021WRXXX04600Domestic Violence

27/07/2021WRXXX047001349. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Justice her plans for the 
implementation of the recommendations of the Audit of the Domestic, Sexual and Gender Based 
Violence Infrastructure; the timeline for such implementation; the way it will be integrated into 
the Third National DSGBV strategy; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39592/21]

27/07/2021WRXXX04800Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): For Minister of State Naughton

This Government is focused on tackling domestic, sexual and gender-based violence (DS-
GBV) and has already taken significant action in this regard. 

The actions include:  

- A €30m allocation by Minister O’Gorman to Tusla in 2021; the highest allocation for DS-
GBV services made to date. This includes €28m in core funding and €2m to address Covid-19 
challenges.  

- Tusla’s accommodation review, currently being finalised, which has examined the current 
level of refuge provision, evidence of demand for services and unmet need, and analysis of 
proximity to refuge by local communities.  

- Additional supports provided throughout the pandemic, such as supporting victims of DS-
GBV access rent supplement via the Department of Social Protection 
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- Reforms to our Criminal Justice System such as the introduction of preliminary trial hear-
ings 

- More specialised training and extra staff in An Garda Síochána and the Director of Public 
Prosecutions  

- Improved policing through Operation Faoiseamh and other proactive initiatives 

- Funding of €4.1 million from the Department of Justice to support victims of crime and 
some €3 million for raising awareness of domestic, sexual and gender based violence. 

- The development of paid domestic violence leave and benefit  

The independent audit into how responsibility for DSGBV is segmented across Government 
is an important piece of work that will, as the Deputy is aware, inform the design of the Third 
National Strategy on domestic sexual and gender-based violence. The Minister for Children, 
Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, Roderic O’Gorman, and I brought the audit to Gov-
ernment earlier this month.

The audit was commissioned by my Department under the Programme for Government. 
The terms of reference agreed placed significant emphasis on consulting with those doing vital 
work in this sector so that the report would reflect their views. 

Minister O’Gorman and I agreed on foot of the audit that the Department of Justice will 
continue to have lead policy responsibility for DSGBV. Of course, we also recognise that the 
policy and operational responses of a number of other Ministers and agencies will continue to 
be crucial in meeting the Government’s commitment to tackle all forms of sexual, domestic and 
gender based violence. 

We have also agreed that other recommendations in the audit should be considered as part 
of the development of the Third National Strategy on Domestic, Sexual and Gender Based Vio-
lence, which I am determined will be the most ambitious to date. 

The audit outcome, the current review of accommodation needs undertaken by Tusla and 
the ongoing work of implementing Supporting a Victim’s Journey, will all feed into the devel-
opment of the next National Strategy on DSGBV. 

The development of the Third National Strategy will be completed by the end of the year. 
My intention is to have a draft Strategy ready for a further round of public consultation in Sep-
tember.

27/07/2021WRXXX04900Courts Service

27/07/2021WRXXX050001350. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice further to the report and 
financial statements of the Office of the Accountant of the Courts of Justice for the year ended 
30 September 2020, of the 2,751 Wards of Court referred to in the report, the number who are 
minors; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39650/21]

27/07/2021WRXXX05100Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
High Court has jurisdiction in wards of court matters and management of the courts is the re-
sponsibility of the Courts Service, which is independent in exercising its functions under the 
Courts Service Act 1998. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made with the 
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Courts Service who have provided the following update.

Of the 2,751 Wards of Court referred to in the report from the Office of the Accountant of 
the Courts of Justice for the year ended 30 September 2020, I am advised that 155 are ward 
minors.

27/07/2021WRXXX05200Voluntary Sector

27/07/2021WRXXX053001351. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice if a list will be provided of the 
permits granted under the Street and House to House Collections Act 1962 in County Donegal 
for each weekend in 2019; the corresponding name of each organisation to which a permit was 
granted; the date for which the permit was granted; and the district and or area within the county 
for which the permit was issued or in the alternative, if as much information as is practicable 
and which pertains to these matters will be provided. [39705/21]

27/07/2021WRXXX05400Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I have sought the information re-
quested by the Deputy from An Garda Síochána, but this was not available in time. I will con-
tact the Deputy again when the information is to hand.

27/07/2021WRXXX05500Visa Applications

27/07/2021WRXXX056001352. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Justice when her Department will re-
sume accepting applications for short-term visit visas; if her attention has been drawn to the 
distress the blanket suspension is causing to Irish citizens who live abroad and have a spouse 
who needs a visa to visit Ireland; her plans to create exemptions to the current restrictions for 
spouses of Irish citizens; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39743/21]

27/07/2021WRXXX05700Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): It remains the 
position that my Department is not currently accepting any short stay visa applications, except 
for cases that fall under the emergency/priority criteria set out below. The suspension of short 
stay applications will continue to be reviewed in consultation with the relevant authorities in 
the coming weeks in line with the easing of public health restrictions on international travel 
and the measures introduced as part of the Government’s efforts to interrupt the transmission 
of COVID-19.

The priority/emergency cases that will continue to be accepted and processed at this time 
include the following:  

- All long stay employment applications, supported by a work permit or atypical permission;  

- patients travelling for imperative medical reasons;  

- transport workers or transport service providers, including drivers of freight vehicles car-
rying goods for use in the territory as well as those merely transiting; 

- pupils, students and trainees who travel abroad on a daily basis and third-country nationals 
travelling for the purpose of 3rd level study;  

- Join Family applications; 

- Preclearance applications from de facto partner of an Irish national, de facto partner of a 
Critical Skills Employment Permit holder, or of a non-EEA researcher on a hosting agreement 



27 July 2021

707

and family members looking to join a UK national in Ireland; 

- persons travelling for imperative family* or business reasons; 

- Persons entitled to avail of the provision of the EU Free Movement Directive; 

- diplomats, staff of international organisations and people invited by international organisa-
tions whose physical presence is required for the well-functioning of these organisations, mili-
tary personnel and police officers, and humanitarian aid workers and civil protection personnel 
in the exercise of their functions; 

- passengers in transit; 

- seafarers; 

- journalists, when performing their duties.

27/07/2021WRXXX05800Naturalisation Applications

27/07/2021WRXXX059001353. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice if a person (details sup-
plied) is eligible to apply for naturalisation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[39797/21]

27/07/2021WRXXX06000Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): The person 
referred to by the Deputy was issued a letter refusing them permission to remain in the State 
on 2 January 2021. In response to a notification pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the 
Immigration Act 1999 (as amended),  written representations have been submitted on behalf of 
the person.

These representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, will be 
fully considered, under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other 
applicable legislation, in advance of a final decision being made.   

No Deportation Orders are currently being effected during the pandemic except in cases 
where an individual may be a threat to national security or whose presence in Ireland would be 
contrary to the public interest. 

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility (inisoireachtasmail@justice.ie), which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

27/07/2021WRYYY00200Prison Service

27/07/2021WRYYY003001354. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Justice if her attention has been drawn 
to the issue in the Midlands Prison in relation to complaints from inmates and staff on the lack 
of proper ventilation or air conditioning in the recent warm weather; if she will investigate the 
conditions in the prison; her plans to deal with the conditions there in the coming period; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [39807/21]

27/07/2021WRYYY00400Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I can 
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advise the Deputy that our prisons are built in line with the applicable building regulations and 
that heating and ventilation systems are installed to cope with the normal expected range of 
Irish weather conditions. As a result, air conditioning systems designed to respond to the un-
usual temperature levels experienced in recent weeks are not routinely installed in our prison 
buildings.

Discomfort experienced for those living and working in our prisons during this recent pe-
riod, which has now ameliorated, is very much regretted and is something I will discuss with 
the Irish Prison Service. 

The standard for ventilation of prisoner accommodation adopted by the Irish Prison Service 
is the Chartered Institution of Building Services Engineers (CIBSE) standard for natural venti-
lation for air changes.  Ventilation is achieved by ventilator panels in the cell window which are 
operated manually by the occupant.  A mechanical extract ventilation is installed in the en-suite 
section of the cell to remove steam and stale air. All other areas of the prison are ventilated to 
building regulations and CIBSE standards.

I can further advise the Deputy that the Irish Prison Service completed a major programme 
of work to replace 475 cell windows at the Midland Prison over the years 2017 and 2020 at a 
cost of €3.9 million. The windows have a built in manual operated ventilator system included 
in the design, which allows for the adjustment of the level of fresh air entering the cell.

27/07/2021WRYYY00500Court Accommodation

27/07/2021WRYYY006001355. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Justice the stage of plans to refurbish a 
vacant courthouse (details supplied); when demolition works are likely to commence; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [39845/21]

27/07/2021WRYYY00700Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Under 
the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts, including the provi-
sion of accommodation for court sittings, is the responsibility of the Courts Service, which is 
independent in its functions. However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had 
enquiries made regarding Wicklow Courthouses and the Courts Service has provided me with 
the following update on this matter.

The National Development Plan (NDP) 2018-2027 includes a number of courthouse devel-
opment projects, including for Wicklow Town.

The Courts Service advises that its highest priority at present is the Hammond Lane Fam-
ily Law complex, the business case for which, as required by the public spending code, has 
recently been completed and submitted to my Department.  The five regional city and county 
town venues listed in the NDP including Wicklow are currently the next highest priorities for 
the Courts Service after Hammond Lane.

Specifically in relation to Wicklow, the Courts Service advises that a courthouse comprising 
four courtrooms and related facilities (e.g. consultation rooms, custody facilities, facilities for 
juries and vulnerable witnesses, legal practitioner’s suites, etc.) is envisaged as being required 
to meet current and future demand in Wicklow. This will require a building significantly larger 
than the existing two courtroom building. The Courts Service proposes to refurbish and extend 
the courthouse to provide the required accommodation and has acquired a number of adjoining 
properties that were in council ownership so as to have available a larger site capable of accom-
modating a courthouse building on the scale envisaged.
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To support an unprecedented programme of courts reform, the Government continues to 
commit substantial resources. €158.8 million has been allocated to the Courts Service for 2021 
including €8 million in support of the initial phase of the Courts Modernisation Programme. 
There has also been an additional provision of €5.7m for COVID measures to enable court sit-
tings take place in a safe environment.

27/07/2021WRYYY00800An Garda Síochána

27/07/2021WRYYY009001356. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Justice the number of community gardaí 
currently stationed in each Garda station in County Wicklow in each of the years 2016 to 2020 
and to date in 2021, in tabular form. [39848/21]

27/07/2021WRYYY010001357. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Justice the number of gardaí in the drugs 
unit currently stationed in each Garda station in County Wicklow in each of the years 2016 to 
2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. [39849/21]

27/07/2021WRYYY01100Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
1356 and 1357 together.

As the Deputy will appreciate, in accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda 
Commissioner is responsible for the management and administration of An Garda Síochána. 
The allocation of Garda resources is made in light of identified operational demands. This in-
cludes decisions on the deployment of personnel among the various Garda Divisions. As Min-
ister, I have no direct role in these matters.

I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under 
continual review in the context of policing priorities and crime trends, to ensure their optimum 
use.  I understand that it is a matter for the Divisional Chief Superintendent to determine the 
optimum distribution of duties among the personnel available to him or her, having regard to 
the profile of each area within the Division and its specific needs.

To date, the official categorisation as a Community Garda has simply referred to those who 
are exclusively assigned to building relationships with local communities and civil society in-
cluding giving talks to schools, community groups and others.  However, it is important to note 
that community policing is at the heart of An Garda Síochána and that all Gardaí have a role 
to play in community policing in carrying out their duties. Indeed, this has never been more 
evident than in the work carried out by all members of the Gardaí in response to the immense 
challenge of the COVID-19 pandemic.

I am advised that the table below, which has been provided to me by the Garda authorities, 
sets out the number of Community Gardaí assigned to Co. Wicklow from 30 June 2016 to 30 
June 2021, the latest date for which figures are available.

Station 30/06/2021 30/06/2020 30/06/2019 30/06/2018 30/06/2017 30/06/2016
Bray 4 4 6 6 6 6
Blessing-
ton

0 0 0 1 1 1

Baltinglass 1 1 1 1 1 1
Greystones 4 4 4 4 3 4
Arklow 1 1 1 1 1 2
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Round-
wood 

0 0 1 0 0 0

Total 10 10 13 13 12 14
I am informed by the Garda authorities that there are now 324 Garda personnel in Divi-

sional Drugs Units as of 30 June 2021, assigned to tackle drug related crime on a local basis 
throughout the country. This represents an increase of over 5% since 30 June 2020 when there 
were 308 Gardaí assigned to Divisional Drugs units nationwide.  These members are supported, 
as needed, by the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau which has 93 Gardaí at-
tached to it as of 30 June 2021.   

The table below, which has been provided to me by the Garda authorities, sets out the num-
ber of Gardaí assigned to Wicklow Divisional Drugs unit from 30 June 2016 to 30 June 2021, 
the latest date for which figures are available.

Drugs Unit Wicklow Garda Sergeant   Total 
30/06/2021 5 1 6
30/06/2020 6 1 7
30/06/2019 3 1 4
30/06/2018 0 0 0
30/06/2017 8 2 10
30/06/2016 4 0 4
Extensive information is available on my Department’s website in relation to the numbers 

of Garda members and their assignment nationwide at the following link: http://www.justice.ie/
en/JELR/Pages/GardaWorkforce.

This information is updated every month with the latest information provided by An Garda 
Síochána.

  Question No. 1357 answered with Question No. 1356.

27/07/2021WRYYY01300An Garda Síochána

27/07/2021WRYYY014001358. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Justice the number of cars, motorbikes, 
vans and 4x4 vehicles in each Garda station in County Wicklow in each of the years 2016 to 
2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. [39850/21]

27/07/2021WRYYY01500Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Deputy will be aware that in 
accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the 
management and administration of An Garda Síochána. The allocation of Garda resources is a 
matter for the Commissioner and his management team, in light of identified operational de-
mands. This includes responsibility for the allocation of Garda vehicles. As Minister, I have no 
role in these matters. I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps the distribution of 
resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, to ensure 
their optimum use.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that the table below sets out the number of vehicles 
assigned to the Wicklow Division from December 2016 up to and including 30 June 2021, the 
latest date for which figures are available.
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Wicklow 
Division  

Cars Vans Motor-
cycles

4 x 4 *Others Total

30 June 
2021

50 12 2 6 1 71

31 Decem-
ber 2020

49 11 2 6 1 69

31 Decem-
ber 2019

41 11 1 6 1 60

31 Decem-
ber 2018

42 11 1 5 2 61

31 Decem-
ber 2017

45 11 1 4 1 62

31 Decem-
ber 2016

47 10 1 3 1 62

*The category ‘Others’ refers to MPV, SUV, Minibus or Prisoner Conveyance Vehicles

For operational reasons, An Garda Síochána do not provide vehicle allocations by Garda 
station.

27/07/2021WRYYY01600Prison Service

27/07/2021WRYYY017001359. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the date on which the new 
prison complaints system will be implemented; if a new policy in relation to same has been 
developed; and if so, if she will provide the Ombudsman with an insight in order for that office 
to prepare itself for adopting it into its functions. [39953/21]

27/07/2021WRYYY01800Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I wish 
to advise the Deputy that substantial work has been completed on the necessary actions to in-
troduce the new Prisoner Complaints System, including on staff training, the development of an 
integrated IT system to support case handling and a draft policy for complaints handling.

A critical path for the introduction of the new system has been provided to my office. This 
includes the drafting of the Statutory Instrument to support a legally sound administrative pro-
cess and to amend the prison rules.

My Officials and the Irish Prison Service continue to engage with the Office of the Parlia-
mentary Counsel with a view to completing work on the Statutory Instrument which will give 
legal effect to the new Prisoner Complaints System.

They are also continuing to engage with the necessary stakeholders, including the Office of 
the Ombudsman, with regard to the introduction of the new complaints system and in prepara-
tion for its future operation.

27/07/2021WRYYY01900Prison Service

27/07/2021WRYYY020001360. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of governor 
and deputy governor vacancies that are open across the Irish Prison Service as of 20 July 2021; 
and if she will provide a note on the rotation policy of governors around prisons. [39955/21]

27/07/2021WRYYY02100Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I have 
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been advised by the Irish Prison Service that there is currently one Governor vacancy across the 
prison service as of 20 July 2021. That vacancy currently exists at the grade of Governor 3, in 
the Midlands prison.

I understand that the reference to Deputy Governor is to the position of Assistant Governor 
grade in the IPS. There is one post at the grade of Assistant Governor which is currently being 
filled by the grade of Prison Higher Executive Officer.

In relation to the rotation policy referred to, the assignment of Governor grades is a matter 
for the Director of Human Resources in consultation with the Director General who both act on 
my behalf, and any assignments and/or reassignments are made having due regard to the needs 
and exigencies of the entire prison estate at any given time.

In respect of the rotation of Assistant Governors, those serving at such grades may seek to 
transfer on a voluntary basis to another location by way of the transfer protocol as agreed with 
the relevant staff representative association. In addition, Assistant Governors may be reassigned 
in accordance with the needs and exigencies of the service which may arise at any given time.

27/07/2021WRYYY02200Naturalisation Applications

27/07/2021WRYYY023001361. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice if an application for stamp 
4 and regularisation of residency and eligibility for naturalisation will be re-examined in the 
case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39994/21]

27/07/2021WRYYY02400Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): The person 
referred to by the Deputy has permission to remain on stamp 4 conditions until 15 August 2022. 
Future renewals of this permission should be applied for two weeks in advance of the permis-
sion expiring to her local Immigration Registration Office.

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is governed by the provisions of the 
Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended.  All applications for a certificate of 
naturalisation are processed and assessed individually in accordance with the provisions of the 
Act.  A determination on whether an applicant satisfies the statutory criteria attendant to natu-
ralisation can only be made after an application is received.

It is open to any individual to lodge an application for citizenship if and when they are in a 
position to meet the statutory conditions as prescribed in the Irish Nationality and Citizenship 
Act 1956, as amended. Further detail can be found on my Department’s website.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

27/07/2021WRYYY02500Visa Applications

27/07/2021WRYYY026001362. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Justice the status of a visa extension for a 
person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40003/21]

27/07/2021WRYYY02700Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): The person re-



27 July 2021

713

ferred to by the Deputy was issued a letter refusing permission to remain in the state on 31 July 
2018. In response to a notification pursuant to the provisions of Section 3 of the Immigration 
Act 1999 (as amended),  written representations have been submitted on behalf of the person.

These representations, together with all other information and documentation on file, will be 
fully considered, under Section 3 (6) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as amended) and all other 
applicable legislation, in advance of a final decision being made.

I can also say that no Deportation Orders are currently being effected during the pandemic, 
except in cases where an individual may be a threat to national security or whose presence in 
Ireland would be contrary to the public interest.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility (inisoireachtasmail@justice.ie), which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

27/07/2021WRYYY02800Departmental Bodies

27/07/2021WRYYY029001363. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Justice the number of persons who 
reoffended while released on bail for other alleged crimes during each of the past five-years; 
the types of crime allegedly committed while on bail; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [40018/21]

27/07/2021WRYYY03000Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I wish to advise the Deputy that I 
have asked my officials to discuss this request with the relevant Criminal Justice Agencies and 
the Central Statistics Office. I will contact the Deputy directly when further information is to 
hand.  

27/07/2021WRYYY03100Court Orders

27/07/2021WRYYY032001364. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Justice the steps being taken to restrict 
the granting of bail to serial or repeat offenders; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40019/21]

27/07/2021WRYYY03300Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Deputy will be aware that the 
decision to grant bail in a particular case is a matter for the presiding Judge, who is independent 
in the exercise of his or her judicial functions. There is also a constitutional presumption in 
favour of the granting of bail as, under Irish Law, a person is presumed innocent until proven 
guilty.

The Criminal Justice Act 2017 strengthens the operation of the bail system with the aim of 
making the law as effective as possible in protecting the public against crimes committed by 
persons on bail. 

Under the Act, the Court is required to have regard to persistent serious offending by an ap-
plicant for bail and the nature and seriousness of any danger presented by the granting of bail 
to a person charged with an offence that carries a penalty of 10 years’ imprisonment or more.  
The Court also has the power, in certain cases, to hear evidence from the victim of an offence 
before a decision on bail is taken.
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Where an accused person is granted bail, the Act provides for stricter bail terms for repeat 
serious offenders, including the use of curfews and strengthens Garda powers to deal with 
breaches of bail.

27/07/2021WRYYY03400Legal Aid

27/07/2021WRYYY035001365. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Justice the number of persons that 
have availed of free legal aid over each of the past five years by category of alleged crime; 
the proportion of them that have been convicted; the number of them that had previously been 
granted free legal aid in respect of other offences; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [40020/21]

27/07/2021WRYYY036001367. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Justice the cost to the State of providing 
free legal aid over each of the past five years by county; the average cost per recipient; and the 
average payment to legal practitioners over the same period. [40022/21]

27/07/2021WRYYY03700Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 1365 and 1367 together.

The Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) Act 1962, which is the primary legislation covering the 
operation of the Criminal Legal Aid Scheme, provides that free legal aid may be granted, in 
certain circumstances, for the defence of a person who has insufficient means in criminal pro-
ceedings.

Under the Scheme, the courts, through the judiciary, are responsible for the granting of legal 
aid.

An applicant for legal aid must satisfy the court that their means are insufficient to enable 
them to pay for legal aid themselves.  The 1962 Act specifies that the court must also be satisfied 
that, by reason of the “gravity of the charge” or “exceptional circumstances”, it is essential in 
the interests of justice that the applicant should have legal aid.

Criminal prosecutions originate in the District Court and if so satisfied, the Judge will grant 
a criminal legal aid certificate.

It is not possible to provide the data for the relevant years as figures are not kept in such a 
way as to be able to provide the breakdown requested.

However, expenditure data is available and the costs for the main Criminal Legal Aid 
Scheme for each of the years 2016 to 2021 (to end June) was as follows:

Year Expenditure
2016 €52.9 million
2017 €58.1million
2018 €64.8 million
2019 €65.1 million
2020 €62.2 million
2021   (to end June) €33.0 million
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Payments to 
legal prac-
titioners for 
each of the 
years 2016 to 
2020 was as 
follows: 

    2016        2017        2018        2019        2020    

Solicitors        29.3M        32.2M        32.8M        34.4M        34.2M    
Counsel        19.8M        21.5M        24.4M        23.1M        23.3M    
 I hope this information is of assistance to the Deputy.

27/07/2021WRYYY03800Legal Aid

27/07/2021WRYYY039001366. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Justice the steps being considered by 
her Department to restrict access to free legal aid by repeat offenders including measures such 
as requiring them to pay a contribution towards the cost of their defence. [40021/21]

27/07/2021WRYYY04000Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) Act 1962, which is the primary legislation covering the opera-
tion of the Criminal Legal Aid Scheme, provides that free legal aid may be granted, in certain 
circumstances, for the defence of people who have insufficient means in criminal proceedings.

Under the Act, the courts, through the judiciary, are responsible for the granting of legal 
aid. Under the Constitution the State is obliged to provide an accused person with the means to 
obtain appropriate legal representation.

Moreover, the European Convention on Human Rights provides that every person charged 
with a criminal offence is entitled to defend themselves in person or through legal assistance of 
their own choosing, or if they have insufficient means to pay for legal assistance to be given it 
free when the interests of justice so require. The Deputy will appreciate that the Criminal Legal 
Aid Scheme must operate with due regard to these rights and that any unreasonable block on le-
gal aid could give a convicted defendant an avenue for appeal or prohibition of the prosecution.

The overriding concern is to ensure that due process is followed and that no risk arises in 
relation to the prosecution of a person charged with a criminal offence before the courts.

The assignment of lawyers or the granting of aid are matters for the Court and as such are 
handled by the judiciary on the applicant’s appearance in court. Criminal prosecutions originate 
in the District Court and if satisfied it is so warranted, the District Court Judge presiding will 
grant a criminal legal aid certificate.

There is no limit to the number of times that a person can be granted legal aid under the 
scheme.  Whether or not an applicant has received legal aid previously is not a consideration in 
determining eligibility for legal aid and this information is not recorded by the Courts Service. 
An applicant’s previous convictions are also not a criterion for the granting of criminal legal 
aid under the Act.

  Question No. 1367 answered with Question No. 1365.

27/07/2021WRYYY04200Legal Aid
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27/07/2021WRYYY043001368. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Justice the categories of victims of 
crime that are currently entitled to free legal aid; the number that have availed of this service by 
year; and her plans to extend this to other victims of crime. [40023/21]

27/07/2021WRYYY04400Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the Deputy may be aware, the 
criminal legal aid scheme does not cover victims of crime - it only covers defendants. However, 
the Legal Aid Board does provide a free legal advice service to human trafficking victims and 
advice and representation in rape and some sexual assault cases.

Legal representation is provided to victims in cases of rape and aggravated sexual assault 
where an application to cross examine on past sexual history has been raised. The number of 
applications under this provision was 41 in 2019 and 16 in 2020.

Legal advice is provided to victims in sexual assault or rape cases and to victims of human 
trafficking referred to the Board by the Garda National Immigration Bureau. In such cases no 
means test is applied and no contribution is sought to receive legal advice.

In 2019 and 2020 only a small number availed of the advice service, three in 2019 and two 
in 2020.

As the Deputy may be aware, eligibility for civil legal aid is based on financial eligibility 
criteria and a test of the merits of the case. In general, a contribution must also be made in line 
with the individual’s financial means. There are no categories of people who are eligible or in-
eligible but it relates to civil matters only.

My Department is leading on delivering a number of important commitments to make sure 
that we are responding effectively to the needs of victims of sexual violence. This includes 
the full implementation of the recommendations made in the O’Malley Review to better protect 
and support vulnerable witnesses during the investigation and prosecution of sexual offences.

Supporting a Victims Journey is a detailed roadmap for giving full effect to the O’Malley 
recommendations. It includes a commitment to provide for preliminary trial hearings and the 
recently enacted Criminal Procedure Act delivers on that commitment. This legislation intro-
duces key changes to how questioning on prior sexual history will unfold at trial. Other than in 
exceptional circumstances, the Act requires an application to question a victim on their prior 
sexual history to be made at a preliminary trial hearing, before the commencement of the trial. 
This will be of great help to victims in removing uncertainty around what they may face.

The implementation of Supporting a Victim’s Journey will also ensure the victim’s right to 
have the same legal representation at the preliminary trial hearing and during the trial itself if 
an application to question them about prior sexual history is made at the preliminary trial hear-
ing and is granted. In such a case, the recommendations also require the Legal Aid Board to 
endeavour to ensure that the victim is represented by counsel of a level of seniority similar to 
counsel representing the prosecution and defence.

The victim will also be entitled to their own, dedicated legal advice and support throughout 
the process (not just during the court case) and will be entitled to legal aid for this purpose.

In addition to the enactment of the Criminal Procedure Act, the full implementation of Sup-
porting a Victim’s Journey will require a number of legislative changes. In order to implement 
the rest of the required changes needed, a scoping exercise is currently being undertaken by my 
Department for a new Sexual Offences Bill.

The proposed amendments to the legislation dealing with sexual offences will need detailed 
consideration from a policy perspective. This will include engagement with stakeholders and 
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careful assessment of implications and costings.

I envisage the General Scheme of this Bill will be brought to Cabinet by the end of 2021.

27/07/2021WRYYY04500Departmental Bodies

27/07/2021WRYYY046001369. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Justice the agencies and State organisa-
tions under her Department that are receiving State funding that do not have to declare salaries 
of employees under the 2016 code of governance; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [40040/21]

27/07/2021WRYYY04700Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I wish to advise the Deputy that 
the staff of agencies, offices and bodies under the aegis of my Department are remunerated in 
accordance with the applicable pay scales and levels sanctioned by the Minister for Public Ex-
penditure and Reform.

Neither I as Minister, my officials nor the agencies, offices or bodies themselves have dis-
cretion to set pay rates for staff. Staff working in the majority of these agencies are Ministerial 
employees and are remunerated from the Justice Vote (Vote 24). The associated salary costs are 
accounted for in the annual appropriation account for the Vote, which is prepared in accordance 
with the relevant legislation and with the applicable accounting rules and procedures laid down 
by the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. Agencies with their own Vote similarly ac-
count for their salary costs in the annual appropriation accounts for those Votes.

Further information relating to staffing levels and salary costs in justice sector agencies can 
be found in the published governance, oversight and performance agreements between my De-
partment and agencies under its aegis, available on my Department’s website, and in the annual 
reports/financial statements produced by agencies.

Such information typically includes details of the agency’s pay budget, a breakdown of its 
staffing by grade and, in some cases, additional information such as the numbers of salaries 
within specific pay bands, the CEO’s salary and/or the combined remuneration of the senior 
leadership team.

27/07/2021WRYYY04800Visa Applications

27/07/2021WRYYY049001370. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Justice the status of a joint fam-
ily visa application by a person (details supplied). [40100/21]

27/07/2021WRYYY05000Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): The visa ap-
plications referred to by the Deputy were refused by the Visa Office in Abuja  on 15 February 
2021. The reasons for this decision were set out in the refusal letter sent to the applicants at that 
time. An appeal of this decision was made on 7 April 2021.

All visa applicants are advised that the onus is on them to provide as much information in 
support of their application as they feel is necessary. Guidelines in this regard are posted on 
the Immigration Service website. When making an appeal, the applicant should take into ac-
count the reasons for refusal listed in the refusal letter. The appeal should include any further 
information or additional documentation they wish to have considered, and should be sent for 
the attention of the Visa Appeals Officer, in the relevant Visa Office, where the matter will be 
considered afresh.
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Full consideration will be given to any appeals received on behalf of the applicants, how-
ever the onus is on applicants to satisfy the Visa Officer that visas should be granted. Processing 
times and decisions at the Overseas Visa Offices can be checked at the webpage for the relevant 
office.

Processing of family reunification visa applications, such as these, may take up to 6 months 
to determine from the date the documentation is received in the relevant Visa Office. To be fair 
to all applicants, as you will appreciate, applications are processed in order by date received in 
the Office.

While every effort is made to process these applications as soon as possible, processing 
times will vary having regard to the volume of appeals received, their complexity, the pos-
sible need for the visa office to seek further information in relation to certain appeals and the 
resources available to process them.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility (inisoireachtasmail@justice.ie), which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

27/07/2021WRYYY05100An Garda Síochána

27/07/2021WRYYY052001371. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice the number of gardaí in Coun-
ty Donegal by electoral area from 2011 to date in tabular form; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [40136/21]

27/07/2021WRYYY05300Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the Deputy will appreciate, the 
Garda Commissioner is responsible under the law for the management and administration of An 
Garda Síochána, which includes the deployment of members of An Garda Síochána throughout 
the State. As Minister, I have no role in this independent function.

The Deputy will also appreciate that the Garda Commissioner assigns Garda members to 
individual stations, and as such it is not possible to provide the number of Gardaí in County 
Donegal by electoral area.

However, An Garda Síochána have provided the annual personnel strength of Garda mem-
bers in the Donegal Division as at 31 December 2011 through to 31 December 2020 and as at 30 
June 2021, the most recent date for which statistics are available. This information is outlined 
in the tables below:

District Total
Donegal Division as at 31 
December 2011
BALLYSHANNON           BALLINTRA           2

BALLYSHANNON        47
BUNDORAN            6
DONEGAL TOWN        33
MOUNTCHARLES        1



27 July 2021

719

District Total
NA CEALLA BEAGA     6

BALLYSHANNON              
Total

95

BUNCRANA               BUNCRANA            50
BURNFOOT            6
CARNDONAGH          4
CLONMANY            2
MALIN               3
MOVILLE             7
MUFF                4

BUNCRANA                    
Total

76

GLENTIES               AILT AN CHORRÁIN    1
AN BUN BEAG         15
AN CHARRAIG         2
AN CLOCHÁN LIATH    8
ANAGAIRE            1
ARD AN RÁTHA        3
CLOUGHER            1
GLEANN CHOLM CILLE  1
NA GLEANNTA         25

GLENTIES                       
Total

57

LETTERKENNY            BALLYBOFEY          24
CARRIGANS           5
CASTLEFIN           4
CONVOY              3
LETTERKENNY         104
LIFFORD             17
NA BROCACHA         1
NEWTOWNCUNNING-
HAM   

3

RAPHOE              3
LETTERKENNY               
Total

164

MILFORD                AN CRAOSLACH        1
AN FÁL CARRACH      9
CARRAIG AIRT        3
DÚN FIONNACHAID     2
KERRYKEEL           4
KILMACRENNAN        2
MILFORD             27
MÍN AN LÁBÁIN       1
RAMELTON            2
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District Total
RATHMULLEN          1

MILFORD                   Total 52
Donegal Total 2011 444
Donegal Division as at  31 
December 2012

Total

BALLYSHANNON          BALLINTRA           1
BALLYSHANNON        45
BUNDORAN            6
DONEGAL TOWN        32
MOUNTCHARLES        1
NA CEALLA BEAGA     6

BALLYSHANNON              
Total

91

BUNCRANA              BUNCRANA            53
BURNFOOT            6
CARNDONAGH          3
CLONMANY            2
MALIN               1
MOVILLE             4
MUFF                3

BUNCRANA                       
Total

72

GLENTIES              AILT AN CHORRÁIN    1
AN BUN BEAG         14
AN CHARRAIG         2
AN CLOCHÁN LIATH    12
ANAGAIRE            1
ARD AN RÁTHA        2
GLEANN CHOLM CILLE  1
NA GLEANNTA         19

GLENTIES                        
Total

52

LETTERKENNY           BALLYBOFEY          23
CARRIGANS           5
CASTLEFIN           4
CONVOY              3
LETTERKENNY         107
LIFFORD             15
NEWTOWNCUNNING-
HAM   

2

RAPHOE              4
LETTERKENNY              
Total

163

MILFORD               AN CRAOSLACH        1
AN FÁL CARRACH      9
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District Total
CARRAIG AIRT        2
DÚN FIONNACHAID     2
KERRYKEEL           4
KILMACRENNAN        1
MILFORD             26
MÍN AN LÁBÁIN       1
RAMELTON            2
RATHMULLEN          1

MILFORD                        
Total

49

Donegal Total 2012 427
Donegal Division as at   31 
December 2013

Total

BALLYSHANNON          AN CHARRAIG         2
ARD AN RÁTHA        1
BALLINTRA           1
BALLYSHANNON        48
BUNDORAN            6
DONEGAL TOWN        29
MOUNTCHARLES        1
NA CEALLA BEAGA     6
NA GLEANNTA         16
PETTIGO             1

BALLYSHANNON              
Total

111

BUNCRANA              BUNCRANA            50
BURNFOOT            5
CARNDONAGH          5
CLONMANY            1
MOVILLE             4
MUFF                4

BUNCRANA                       
Total

69

LETTERKENNY           BALLYBOFEY          25
CARRIGANS           2
CASTLEFIN           4
CONVOY              3
LETTERKENNY         103
LIFFORD             14
NEWTOWNCUNNING-
HAM   

2

RAPHOE              3
LETTERKENNY               
Total

156
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District Total
MILFORD               AILT AN CHORRÁIN    1

AN BUN BEAG         17
AN CLOCHÁN LIATH    7
AN CRAOSLACH        1
AN FÁL CARRACH      9
CARRAIG AIRT        2
DÚN FIONNACHAID     2
KERRYKEEL           3
KILMACRENNAN        1
MILFORD             27
RAMELTON            2
RATHMULLEN          1

MILFORD                        
Total

73

Donegal Total 2013 409
Donegal Division as at  31 
December 2014

Total

BALLYSHANNON          AN CHARRAIG         2
ARD AN RÁTHA        2
BALLINTRA           1
BALLYSHANNON        46
BUNDORAN            6
DONEGAL TOWN        30
MOUNTCHARLES        1
NA CEALLA BEAGA     6
NA GLEANNTA         13
PETTIGO             1

BALLYSHANNON            
Total

108

BUNCRANA              BUNCRANA            50
BURNFOOT            5
CARNDONAGH          7
CLONMANY            1
MOVILLE             5
MUFF                3

BUNCRANA                Total 71
LETTERKENNY           BALLYBOFEY          25

CARRIGANS           4
CASTLEFIN           3
CONVOY              3
LETTERKENNY         96
LIFFORD             14
NEWTOWNCUNNING-
HAM   

2
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District Total
RAPHOE              3

LETTERKENNY             
Total

150

MILFORD               AILT AN CHORRÁIN    1
AN BUN BEAG         15
AN CLOCHÁN LIATH    6
AN CRAOSLACH        1
AN FÁL CARRACH      8
CARRAIG AIRT        2
DÚN FIONNACHAID     2
KERRYKEEL           2
KILMACRENNAN        1
MILFORD             27
RAMELTON            2
RATHMULLEN          1

MILFORD                           
Total

68

Donegal Total 2014 397
Donegal Division as at  31 
December 2015

Total

BALLYSHANNON          AN CHARRAIG         1
ARD AN RÁTHA        2
BALLINTRA           1
BALLYSHANNON        39
BUNDORAN            7
DONEGAL TOWN        28
MOUNTCHARLES        1
NA CEALLA BEAGA     6
NA GLEANNTA         12
PETTIGO             1

BALLYSHANNON            
Total

98

BUNCRANA              BUNCRANA            47
BURNFOOT            4
CARNDONAGH          8
CLONMANY            1
MOVILLE             5
MUFF                3

BUNCRANA                    
Total

68

LETTERKENNY           BALLYBOFEY          25
CARRIGANS           4
CASTLEFIN           4
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District Total
CONVOY              3
LETTERKENNY         103
LIFFORD             14
NEWTOWNCUNNING-
HAM   

2

RAPHOE              2
LETTERKENNY             
Total

157

MILFORD               AN BUN BEAG         15
AN CLOCHÁN LIATH    7
AN CRAOSLACH        1
AN FÁL CARRACH      8
CARRAIG AIRT        2
DÚN FIONNACHAID     2
KERRYKEEL           2
KILMACRENNAN        1
MILFORD             28
RAMELTON            2
RATHMULLEN          1

MILFORD                        
Total

69

Donegal Total 2015 392
Donegal Division as at 31 
December 2016

Total

BALLYSHANNON          AN CHARRAIG         1
ARD AN RÁTHA        2
BALLINTRA           1
BALLYSHANNON        39
BUNDORAN            7
DONEGAL TOWN        25
MOUNTCHARLES        1
NA CEALLA BEAGA     6

27/07/2021WRYYY05400An Garda Síochána

27/07/2021WRYYY055001372. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice the number of active Garda 
stations which are fully operational in County Donegal from 2011 to date in tabular form; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [40137/21]

27/07/2021WRYYY056001373. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Justice the number of active Garda 
stations which were fully operational in County Donegal and which now operate on a reduced 
or part-time basis since 2011, in tabular form; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40138/21]

27/07/2021WRYYY05700Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
1372 and 1373 together.
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I have sought the information requested by the Deputy from An Garda Síochána, but this 
was not available in time. I will write to the Deputy when the information is to hand.

  Question No. 1373 answered with Question No. 1372.

27/07/2021WRZZZ00200Residency Permits

27/07/2021WRZZZ003001374. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the residency status in the 
case of a person (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40197/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZ00400Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): The person 
referred to by the Deputy lodged a review application in respect of the decision made on their 
EU Treaty Rights application on 2 August 2017.  This application was examined in detail and a 
decision was made to refuse their application on 1 March 2021. The reasons for the refusal are 
outlined in the refusal letter.

My Department will be in further contact with this person in due course.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility (inisoireachtasmail@justice.ie), which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.  

27/07/2021WRZZZ00500Naturalisation Applications

27/07/2021WRZZZ006001375. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the progress to date in the 
determination of an application for naturalisation in the case of a person (details supplied); and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [40198/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZ00700Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): An application 
for a certificate of naturalisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy on 2 
September 2020. The application continues to be processed with a view to establishing whether 
the applicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will be sub-
mitted to me for decision in due course. 

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range 
of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing 
the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.  

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the 
process.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
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the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

 

27/07/2021WRZZZ00800An Garda Síochána

27/07/2021WRZZZ009001376. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Justice the number of gardaí who 
joined and left An Garda Síochána in each of the years 2015 to 2020 and to date in 2021; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [40201/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZ01000Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the Deputy will be aware, under 
the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the management and 
administration of An Garda Síochána, including the recruitment and training of Garda members 
and staff. As Minister, I play no role in these independent functions. 

I am advised by the Garda authorities that the following tables lay out the number of newly 
attested Garda members since recruitment and training recommenced in the Garda College, 
Templemore, from 2015 to July 2021 and the number of Garda members who have departed 
the force in the same period.

Newly attested Garda members

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021  Total
296 393 883 789 605 522 148  3,636
In addition to the newly attested members listed in the table above, the following external 

candidates were recruited to An Garda Síochána:  - 1 Garda Commissioner (2018);  

- 1 Deputy Commissioner (2021); 

- 1 Assistant Commissioner (2020); 

- 5 Superintendents (1 each in the years 2015, 2017, 2018, 2020, 2021); #- 3 Garda members 
for specific posts in a specialist unit (2 in 2018, 1 in 2019).

As the Deputy will appreciate, the public health restrictions which have been introduced 
over the past year have impacted on Garda recruitment figures in 2020 and 2021, with the 
restrictions necessitating the closure of the Garda College for a period over the course of the 
pandemic.

The Deputy may wish to note, however, that recruitment, which had been paused, has now 
recommenced in 2021 with 150 Garda trainees entering the Garda College on 24 May, the first 
of four intakes and a revised planned total of 450 for the year. The second intake of 74 train-
ees commenced their training on 19 July. This resumption of recruitment forms an important 
component in the unprecedented and sustained level of investment being made in Garda re-
sources in recent years, and is equipping the organisation to meet community needs throughout 
the country.

Garda members who have left the force

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021  Total
483 529 378 374 414 371 233  2,782
Garda members who have departed includes all members who have ceased service, includ-

ing voluntary/involuntary retirement, cost neutral retirement, resignation, dismissal, medical 



27 July 2021

727

discharge and deaths in service.   

All figures are operational and subject to change. I would note that the figures for newly at-
tested members do not include intakes currently training in the Garda College (2 intakes in May 
and July 2021), as these recruits are not yet attested.

27/07/2021WRZZZ01100An Garda Síochána

27/07/2021WRZZZ012001377. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Justice the number of civilian staff 
who worked for An Garda Síochána in each of the years 2015 to 2020 and to date in 2021; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [40202/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZ01300Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the Deputy will be aware, the 
Garda Commissioner is responsible under the Garda Síochána Act 2005 for the recruitment and 
training of Garda members and staff. As Minister, I play no role in these independent functions.

For the Deputy’s information, my Department publishes monthly updated figures on the 
Garda workforce, including Garda civilian staff levels, on the Department of Justice website at 
the following link:   http://www.justice.ie/en/jelr/pages/an_garda_siochana_facts_and_figures

To be of assistance, I am advised that the following table provides the total Garda civilian 
staff numbers for the years requested. The figures have been rounded to take account of working 
arrangements such as Shorter Working Year and Job Share schemes. 

Year 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021*
Total 2007 1999 2192 2430 2945 3112 3134
*Figures as at 30 June 2021, latest date for when information is available.

27/07/2021WRZZZ01400Court Procedures

27/07/2021WRZZZ015001378. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Justice when she plans to introduce the 
recommendation of the O’Malley report to address the fact that in the case of sexual assault the 
victim’s counselling records may be used by the defence in any court proceedings; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [40204/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZ01600Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Protect-
ing and supporting victims of sexual violence is a key priority for me and my Department. I 
am keenly aware of the devastating physical and emotional consequences such crimes have on 
victims.

The O’Malley Review of Protections for Vulnerable Witnesses in the Investigation and 
Prosecution of Sexual Offences arose out of concern about low reporting levels for rape and 
other sexual assaults and about how victims are treated within the reporting, investigation and 
trial processes.

The issue of the disclosure of counselling records was addressed as part of the O’Malley 
review. The review recognises the complex legal challenge of striking an appropriate balance 
between ensuring an accused person’s right to a fair trial and the victim’s right to personal pri-
vacy in respect of counselling records. 

The O’Malley review notes that this issue has been addressed in Ireland by Section 39 of the 
Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017, which inserted a new section, 19A into the Criminal 
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Evidence Act 1992. This new section which entered into force on 30 May 2018,  permits an 
accused person (or, in certain circumstances, the prosecutor) to make an application to the trial 
court for the disclosure of counselling records and it sets out the criteria according to which the 
court should reach a decision on the matter. The O’Malley review recommends that the exis-
tence of this legislation be brought to the attention of victims and any persons advising them so 
that victims are aware of their right to object to the disclosure of counselling records.

Recommendation 5.6 of Supporting a Victim’s Journey, which is a detailed roadmap for 
giving effect to the O’Malley recommendations, states that ‘it is important that victims should 
be aware of their right to object to the disclosure of counselling records and this will be brought 
to the attention of victims and any persons who are advising them by the DPP (including via 
NGOs)  An Garda Síochána and the Legal Aid Board. I am assured that the relevant statutory 
agencies are complying fully with this recommendation.

There are two more relevant actions contained in Supporting a Victims Journey, namely rec-
ommendations 5.7 and 5.8. Giving effect to these recommendations will require changes to 
existing legislation as do a number of other recommendations. A scoping exercise is currently 
being undertaken by my Department for a new Sexual Offences Bill. The Bill will encompass 
provisions to implement the O’Malley Report recommendations as well as for additional ha-
rassment orders to the 2017 Sexual Offences Act. It will also implement the recommendations 
of the 2019 Law Reform Commission Report on Knowledge or Belief concerning Consent in 
Rape Law.  

I envisage that General Scheme of this Bill will be brought to Cabinet by the end of 2021.

27/07/2021WRZZZ01700International Protection

27/07/2021WRZZZ018001379. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Justice the plans that are in place to 
address the delays in the international protection process; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [40240/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZ01900Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): My Depart-
ment is committed to implementing the key recommendations in the Expert Advisory Group 
Report to reduce processing times of both first instance decisions and appeals to 6 months 
respectively, as outlined in the White Paper to End Direct Provision and Establish a New Inter-
national Protection Support Service. 

A Programme Board has been established in my Department to oversee the implementation 
of the relevant recommendations and is supported by an Implementation Working Group. My 
Department will also be represented on a Programme Board being established by my colleague, 
Minister O’Gorman, which will set performance indicators for the new model and monitor 
progress against those indicators.  

The White Paper proposes that the new system should be phased in and operational by 2024 
and that the intervening period should provide an opportunity to progress improvements in the 
overall processing times for international protection. 

Work is under way in my Department towards identifying mechanisms which will assist 
with this. For example, additional ICT resources have been secured for this year, and detailed 
practical work, including the end-to-end review of relevant international protection processes 
by a multi-disciplinary team from within my Department, has now been completed. A detailed 
set of actions on foot of the review is being devised for consideration by the Programme Board, 
which is expected to report to me shortly on progress.   
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My Department’s main focus now is to get its processing system functioning as effectively 
and efficiently as possible, while adhering to all measures in place to combat the spread of CO-
VID-19.   

A number of initiatives have already been introduced, including the relocation of the Min-
isterial Decisions Unit to the IPO premises to improve work processes; the designation of the 
International Protection Appeals Tribunal as a body authorised to hold remote hearings; and 
the holding of virtual interviews with some applicants living outside of Dublin by the IPO, 
which resumed on 10 May. 

The IPO has also put in place a range of measures to improve efficiencies across a number of 
work streams, such as improved processes, implementation of non-cooperation measures, and 
initiatives to speed up the return of completed questionnaires from applicants. A new, shorter 
and more user-friendly questionnaire is being used since 28 June and the IPO has also agreed a 
new prioritisation schedule with UNHCR that is effective from 14 June. 

 

27/07/2021WRZZZ02000International Protection

27/07/2021WRZZZ021001380. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice the current median pro-
cessing times for an application for protection to the International Protection Office from the 
date of application to a decision being made; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[40258/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZ02200Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): The Interna-
tional Protection Office of my Department has remained open to offer applicants a service, in 
line with our international obligations to allow those who wish to claim international protec-
tion the opportunity to do so. The provision of the facility to allow people claim international 
protection is considered an essential service at all times, including during the Covid-19 crisis.

Physical attendance in the office has been strictly limited in line with public health guid-
ance. Ensuring the safety of applicants, legal representatives and staff has resulted in additional 
logistical challenges that have limited the processing of applications and efforts to improve 
processing times, including the target set to make first instance decisions in the vast majority of 
cases within 9 months. 

Despite these challenges, 2,276 applications for international protection were processed to 
completion last year – just under 67% of the total achieved in 2019. 

My Department’s main focus now is to get its processing system functioning as effectively 
and efficiently as possible, while adhering to all measures in place to combat the spread of CO-
VID-19. 

My Department is committed to implementing the key recommendations in the Expert Ad-
visory Group Report to reduce processing times of both first instance decisions and appeals to 
6 months, as outlined in the White Paper to End Direct Provision and Establish a New Interna-
tional Protection Support Service. 

Work is under way in my Department towards identifying mechanisms which will assist 
with this. For example, additional ICT resources have been secured for this year, and detailed 
practical work, including the end-to-end review of relevant international protection processes 
by a multi-disciplinary team from within my Department, has now been completed.
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The median processing times for applications processed to completion at first instance at the 
IPO in Q2 2021, are set out in the table below. 

- Median processing times for applications 
processed to completion - IPO Quarter 2, 
2021 

Prioritised cases   19.5 months   
Non prioritised cases   27 months   
All cases 26.9 months 

27/07/2021WRZZZ02300Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRZZZ024001381. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice the arrangements for the 
beneficiaries of family reunification in cases in which family members are arriving from desig-
nated states; the person or body with responsibility for providing facilities for family members 
to quarantine; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40259/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZ02500Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): My Depart-
ment has responsibility for processing family reunification applications under the International 
Protection Act 2015 and the Policy Document on Non-EEA Family reunification. 

Where an applicant is granted permission to enter the State to join their family members, the 
onus is on them to comply with all public health measures required by law, including mandatory 
quarantine.  

The Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth has responsibility 
for family members being reunified under the Irish Refugee Protection Programme (IRPP) Hu-
manitarian Admissions Programme (IHAP). Family members arriving under this Programme 
during Covid-19 have been able to quarantine in International Protection Accommodation Ser-
vices (IPAS) quarantine centres at no cost to the refugees or their family members. 

27/07/2021WRZZZ02600Labour Market

27/07/2021WRZZZ027001382. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Justice the number of applica-
tions received, granted and refused respectively for labour market access permission for inter-
national protection applicants from July 2018 to date in 2021; the number currently in employ-
ment; the number of those residing in direct provision; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [40262/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZ02800Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): As the Deputy 
is aware, international protection applicants are not required to apply for an employment permit 
from the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment to legally obtain employment. Ac-
cess is provided under the European Communities (Reception Conditions) Regulations 2018 to 
2021. These Regulations transpose the EU (recast) Reception Conditions Directive and came 
into operation from 30 June 2018. 

The Regulations provide access to both employment and self-employment for any applicant 
who has not received a first instance decision within 6 months of making their international 
protection application and provided that they have cooperated with the international protection 
process. 

Applications are made to the Labour Market Access Unit (LMAU) of my Department. If 
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the application is successful, a labour market access permission is granted, which is valid for 
12 months from the date of issue and may be renewed until a final decision is made on the per-
son’s international protection application.

Up to and including 21 July 2021, a total of 9,187 applications have been received for a 
labour market access permission. Of these applications, almost three quarters (6,837) have 
been granted and 2,149 have been refused, with 201 applications pending. The pending fig-
ure includes applications which have not yet reached the 6 months criterion, and those where 
the return of requested supporting documents is awaited. The majority of cases pending are 
ultimately granted. Reasons for refusal generally relate to the applicant not yet reaching the 6 
month timeframe or where a first instance decision has already been made on the application.   

Of the applications granted a permission, a total of 4,091 have returned their LMA5 form to 
my Department indicating that they have found employment. Of this number, a total of 2,913 or 
72% are residing in Direct Provision accommodation provided by the Department of Children, 
Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth.  

27/07/2021WRZZZ02900An Garda Síochána

27/07/2021WRZZZ030001383. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Justice if a new tender for the provision 
of additional Garda public order unit vans will be put out before the end of 2021. [40328/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZ03100Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the Deputy will be aware, in ac-
cordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the 
management and administration of An Garda Síochána. In addition, the allocation of Garda 
resources is a matter for the Commissioner, in light of identified operational demands. This in-
cludes responsibility for the allocation of Garda vehicles among the various Garda divisions. As 
Minister, I have no role in these matters. I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps 
the distribution of resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing 
priorities, to ensure their optimum use. 

I am advised by the Garda authorities that there were 29 public order vans attached to the 
Garda fleet at 23 July 2021, and that there are currently no plans to purchase public order vans.

I am further advised that all Garda vehicles are purchased under contracts tendered by the 
Office of Government Procurement. A contract is currently in place through the Office of Gov-
ernment Procurement for the purchase of Garda Public Order Unit Vans up to 5 October 2022 
with the option of a 12 month extension.

27/07/2021WRZZZ03200An Garda Síochána

27/07/2021WRZZZ033001384. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Justice the number of HGV vehicles in 
the Garda fleet as of 1 January 2020 and 19 July 2021, in tabular form. [40329/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZ03400Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Deputy will be aware that in 
accordance with the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the 
management and administration of An Garda Síochána. The allocation of Garda resources is a 
matter for the Commissioner and his management team, in light of identified operational de-
mands. This includes responsibility for the allocation of HGV vehicles. As Minister, I have no 
role in these matters. I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps the distribution of 
resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities, to ensure 



Questions - Written Answers

732

their optimum use.

I am advised by the Garda authorities that there were 14 HGV vehicles attached to the Garda 
fleet at 1 January 2020. This number remains unchanged at 19 July 2021. 

27/07/2021WRZZZ03500Proposed Legislation

27/07/2021WRZZZ036001385. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Justice when the proposed legislation 
on the restriction of licensing of centre fire semi-automatic rifles will be introduced; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [40353/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZ037001388. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Justice if she plans to allow existing 
licence holders retain their licence for centre fired semi-automatic rifles under the proposed new 
legislation; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40356/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZ03800Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1385 and 1388 together.

As you may be aware, in 2015, the then Minister for Justice, Frances Fitzgerald, T.D., an-
nounced plans to implement a number of changes to Firearms Licensing, including restrictions 
on the licensing of any new centre-fire semi-automatic rifles. I am sure the Deputy will agree 
that these are potentially very dangerous weapons in the wrong hands.  

This remains settled policy and it is my intention to legislate to introduce restrictions on the 
licensing of centre-fire semi-automatic rifles, including the revocation of licenses issued after 
18 September 2015, as flagged at the time. 

People who have obtained licences since the 2015 announcement have been advised the 
licences will be revoked when the legislative ban is introduced. Any licence issued after the 
announcement to introduce a curtailment on the licencing of these firearms will be revoked fol-
lowing the enactment of the legislation.  

My Department has also engaged with Registered Firearms Dealers to monitor the number 
of these firearms imported and to advise the dealers that any firearms brought into the State 
that do not have a firearms license associated with them dated prior to 18 September 2015 
will become unlicensable when the new legislation is introduced. As the Deputy may also be 
aware, a similar process applied when restrictions were introduced for the licensing of centre-
fire handguns. 

The proposed legislation referred to by the Deputy forms part of the General Scheme of a 
Criminal Justice (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2020.  The General Scheme for this Bill was 
approved by Government in September 2020. It was referred to the Justice Committee for Pre 
– Legislative Scrutiny in January and I await the views of the Committee in due course.  It is 
my intention to progress this General Scheme and to publish the required Bill at an early date, 
as other priorities in my Department’s legislative programme may allow.

27/07/2021WRZZZ03900Departmental Data

27/07/2021WRZZZ040001386. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Justice the breakdown of organisations 
and stakeholders that are on the firearms consultative panel; the number of times the panel has 
met in each of the years 2017 to 2020 and to date in 2021; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [40354/21]
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27/07/2021WRZZZ04100Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): The re-estab-
lishment of the Firearms Consultative Panel (FCP) was part of a package of measures which the 
then Minister, Frances Fitzgerald, announced in September 2015 to address both immediate and 
long term issues in relation to firearms licensing. 

The FCP is a non-statutory forum comprising various firearms interest groups and certain 
state bodies which the Department consults with on various matters relating to firearms. 

The FCP met once a year in the years 2017 to 2019. 

Since 2019 my Department has held meetings where possible with individual member or-
ganisations of the FCP upon request, and also engages with member organisations by email or 
written correspondence as necessary.  

The membership of this panel is made up of the following organisations:   

- Sports Coalition 

- National Association of Regional Game Councils (NARGC) 

- Target Shooting Ireland 

- National Rifle Association of Ireland(NRAI) 

- Irish Gun Trade Association 

- Sport Ireland (formally the Irish Sports Council) 

- National Parks & Wildlife Service 

- Wild Deer Association of Ireland 

- Irish Deer Society 

- Irish Clay Pigeon Shooting Association 

- Countryside Alliance Ireland 

- Irish Farmers’ Association 

- National Association of Sporting Rifle and Pistol Clubs 

- An Garda Síochána 

- Gallery Rifle and Pistol Association of Ireland

27/07/2021WRZZZ04200Proposed Legislation

27/07/2021WRZZZ043001387. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Justice if her Department has a report 
or briefing available of the key findings from the meetings and consultations with stakeholders 
in relation to the proposed legislation on licensing of centre fired semi-automatic rifles; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [40355/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZ04400Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): In September 
2013, the Secretary General of the Department proposed the setting up of a Working Group to 
review firearms licensing. The Commissioner of An Garda Síochána agreed, and a joint Depart-
ment of Justice/ An Garda Síochána Working Group was established. 
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The report of this Working Group was published on 13 November 2014 and submissions 
on the report were sought from stakeholders and the public by 31 January 2015. The consulta-
tion process gave individuals and groups an opportunity to contribute to the development of 
firearms policy and legislation and enabled consideration to be given to the future direction of 
such legislation. 

The Oireachtas Committee on Justice, Defence and Equality also sought submissions and 
held hearings with interested parties in relation to the Working Party report and published an in-
terim report on the matter. The Oireachtas Committee also held two public debates on Wednes-
day 17 December 2014 and Wednesday 21 January 2015 which are publicly available on the 
Oireachtas website.

An Garda Síochána also highlighted the findings of the joint Working Group in their 2014 
Annual Review of the Operations of the Firearms Acts 1925 to 2009  .

Following the findings of this working group and the public consultation, it was determined 
that the public safety concerns regarding these rifles justified their prohibition.  I am sure the 
Deputy will agree that these are potentially very dangerous weapons in the wrong hands.  

On September 18 2015, the then Minister for Justice, Frances Fitzgerald, T.D., announced 
plans to implement a number of changes to Firearms Licensing, including restrictions on the 
licensing of any new centre-fire semi-automatic rifles.  

 This remains settled policy and it is my intention to legislate to introduce restrictions on the 
licensing of centre-fire semi-automatic rifles, including the revocation of licenses issued after 
18 September 2015, as flagged at the time. 

 People who have obtained licences since the 2015 announcement have been advised the 
licences will be revoked when the legislative ban is introduced. Any licence issued after the 
announcement to introduce a curtailment on the licencing of these firearms will be revoked fol-
lowing the enactment of the legislation.  

 My Department has also engaged with Registered Firearms Dealers to monitor the number 
of these firearms imported and to advise the dealers that any firearms brought into the State 
that do not have a firearms license associated with them dated prior to 18 September 2015 
will become unlicensable when the new legislation is introduced. As the Deputy may also be 
aware, a similar process applied when restrictions were introduced for the licensing of centre-
fire handguns. 

The proposed legislation forms part of the General Scheme of a Criminal Justice (Miscel-
laneous Provisions) Bill 2020.  The General Scheme for this Bill was approved by Government 
in September 2020. It was referred to the Justice Committee for Pre – Legislative Scrutiny in 
January and I await the views of the Committee in due course.  It is my intention to progress 
this General Scheme and to publish the required Bill at an early date, as other priorities in my 
Department’s legislative programme may allow.   

  Question No. 1388 answered with Question No. 1385.

27/07/2021WRZZZ04600Coroners Service

27/07/2021WRZZZ047001389. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice the position regarding delays 
for bereaved families awaiting inquests; if the matter is being addressed; if she will examine 
each jurisdiction to ensure no obvious exceptionally long delays; and if she will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [40437/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZ04800Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): As the 
Deputy will be aware, Coroners are independent in the conduct of their functions and neither I 
nor my Department have any role in the scheduling of inquests by a coroner, or for any subse-
quent action or decision. 

Most coroners hold inquests in local court houses, and as a result of Covid-19, given public 
health considerations, inquests have unfortunately been severely curtailed. My Department is 
aware that the delay in holding inquests is causing distress for families and officials from my 
Department are liaising with the Courts Service on this matter. The Courts Service works close-
ly with coroners across the country to facilitate inquests and continue to do so while ensuring 
adherence to Public Health guidelines.

Coroners are continuing to work to schedule inquests in a safe manner. I also understand that 
some coroners are holding what are referred to as ‘documentary inquests’ or remote inquests, 
which require very small numbers of attendees, and take place with the agreement of families. 
Larger inquests, requiring multiple witnesses, are being rescheduled to a later date.  

Furthermore, the Civil Law and Criminal Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2020 pro-
vided, among other items, for the assignment and appointment of temporary coroners to act 
simultaneously with other coroners in exceptional circumstances.  

Dublin is the busiest coronial district and specifically in regard to the situation in the Dublin 
coronial district, a second coroner and two new deputy coroners were appointed in February 
2020. 

Additional information is available on the website www.coroners.ie or on the Dublin Coro-
ners website www.dublincoronerscourt.ie t  hat may be of assistance. 

27/07/2021WRZZZ04900An Garda Síochána

27/07/2021WRZZZ050001390. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Justice the number of Garda person-
nel and civilian employees in the Kerry Garda division for each of the past five years; the break-
down of Garda numbers in each district within County Kerry; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [40438/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZ05100Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the Deputy will appreciate, under 
the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the general manage-
ment and administration of Garda business, which includes the deployment of members of An 
Garda Síochána throughout the State. As Minister, I have no role in this independent function. 

As of 30 June 2021 there were 351 Gardaí assigned to the Kerry Division and 50 Garda 
staff, which represents increases of over 17% and 47% respectively since December 2016. 

For the Deputy’s information, the attached spreadsheet which has been provided to me by 
the Garda authorities, sets out the number of Gardaí assigned to each District in the Kerry Divi-
sion at 30 June 2021. 

Information in relation to the numbers of Garda members assigned to Kerry Division, from 
31 December 2016 up to 31 December 2020, can be found on my Department’s website at the 
following link: www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Workforce  

Details in relation to the number of Garda civilian staff assigned to Kerry Division for the 
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same period are also available on my Department’s website at the following link: justice.ie/en/
JELR/Pages/Garda_Staff

GARDA STATISTICS MONTH ENDING  30 June 2021
Division District Station Garda Sergeant Inspec-

tor
Superin-
tendent

Chief 
Superin-
tendent

As-
sistant 
Com-
mis-
sioner 

Total

KERRY                    KILLAR-
NEY              

CAHER-
CIVEEN              

14 2 16

GLEN-
BEIGH                

1 1

KENMARE                  10 1 11
KILLAR-
NEY                

57 7 4 1 69

KILLOR-
GLIN               

11 2 13

PORTMA-
GEE                

1 1

SNEEM                    1 1
WATER-
VILLE               

1 1

TOTAL 96 12 4 1 113
LIS-
TOWEL               

BALLY-
BUNION              

6 1 7

BALLY-
DUFF                

1 1

BALLY-
HEIGUE              

1 1

KNOCK-
NA-
GOSHALL           

1 1

LISTOWEL                 33 7 2 42
LIXNAW                   1 1
TARBERT                  2 2
TOTAL 45 8 2 55

TRALEE                 AN DAIN-
GEAN              

9 2 11

AN-
NASCAUL                

1 1

ARDFERT                  2 2
BAILE AN 
FHEIRTÉ-
ARAIG    

1 1

CAS-
TLEGREG-
ORY            

1 1

CASTLEIS-
LAND             

34 5 39

CASTLE-
MAINE              

1 1

FARRAN-
FORE               

2 2



27 July 2021

737

GARDA STATISTICS MONTH ENDING  30 June 2021
Division District Station Garda Sergeant Inspec-

tor
Superin-
tendent

Chief 
Superin-
tendent

As-
sistant 
Com-
mis-
sioner 

Total

TRALEE                   95 23 4 2 1 125
TOTAL 146 30 4 2 1 183

KERRY  
Total

287 50 10 3 1 351

27/07/2021WRZZZ05200Courts Service

27/07/2021WRZZZ053001391. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Justice if it will be guaranteed that the 
promised research on parental alienation and the use of same in the Court system will be carried 
out in Q3 as part of her Department’s Action Plan 2021; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [40477/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZ05400Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): As the 
Deputy is aware, to better inform further discussion, my Department has arranged for research 
on parental alienation to be carried out this year. 

I am pleased to inform the Deputy that, following a tender process, this research is currently 
underway. The research is examining the international approaches to parental alienation and 
will help to inform our understanding of the issue, and whether any additional policy or legisla-
tive measures are considered appropriate in this area. 

The best interests of the child will of course be paramount in any considerations.

27/07/2021WRZZZ05500Deportation Orders

27/07/2021WRZZZ056001392. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Justice when a decision will be made 
for persons (details supplied) to remain here with their family; when their deportation order will 
be lifted; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40544/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZ05700Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): The persons re-
ferred to by the Deputy are the subjects of Deportation Orders signed on 7 September 2018. 

Representations were subsequently received on their behalf requesting that the Deportation 
Orders be revoked, pursuant to the provisions of section 3(11) of the Immigration Act 1999 (as 
amended). Following detailed consideration of the information submitted in support of the re-
quest, the Deportation Orders were affirmed. The circumstances presented by the family in this 
case were fully considered both in the original decision to make Deportation Orders and in the 
decision to affirm the Orders. The reasons for these decisions were set out in the correspondence 
sent from my Department to the family.  

I can assure the Deputy that both my own Department and the Garda National Immigration 
Bureau (GNIB) are taking a pragmatic approach in relation to the enforcement of Deportation 
Orders during the current COVID-19 pandemic.  In line with the clear commitments previously 
given, no Deportation Orders are being enforced during the pandemic, except in cases where an 
individual may be a threat to national security or whose presence in Ireland would be contrary 
to the public interest.
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Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to my 
Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility (inisoireachtasmail@justice.ie), which 
has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date information 
on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the Parliamentary 
Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in cases where the 
response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited. 

27/07/2021WRZZZ05800Cybersecurity Policy

27/07/2021WRZZZ059001393. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Justice if any Irish citizens have been 
targeted by a project (details supplied); if any security issues have been identified in relation to 
this project in Ireland; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40566/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZ06000Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Deputy will appreciate that I am 
not in a position to go into detail regarding security matters.  However, I am aware of media 
reporting in relation to the matter raised by the Deputy.  

I can inform the Deputy that interception is governed by the provisions of the Interception 
of Postal Packets and Telecommunications Messages (Regulation) Act 1993 under which the 
Minister for Justice may authorise bodies designated under the Act to intercept communica-
tions but only for the purposes of investigating serious crime or safeguarding the security of the 
State, as provided for in the Act, and only subject to a number of strict conditions that are also 
set out in the Act.

The operation of the Act is overseen independently by a serving Judge of the High Court 
who is designated by the Government for this purpose and reports to the Taoiseach.  In carrying 
out his functions, the Designated Judge has, by law, full access to all persons and records he 
considers relevant and all relevant persons have, by law, a duty to co-operate.

In addition, a serving judge of the Circuit Court acts as the Complaints Referee. She is 
empowered to receive and investigate complaints from persons who believe that their com-
munications have been intercepted or their communications data accessed. In carrying out her 
functions, the Referee has, by law, full access to all persons and records she considers relevant 
to her investigations and all relevant persons have, by law, a duty to co-operate with her.

27/07/2021WRAAAA00200Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRAAAA003001394. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Justice the last occasion on which 
a Department-wide review of all funding within her Department took place; the frequency of 
such reviews; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40640/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAA00400Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Department prepares an annual 
Appropriation Account in line with guidance issued by the Department of Public Expenditure 
and Reform, which provides details of the outturn for the year against the amount provided by 
Dáil Éireann, based on the cash amounts of payments and receipts.  The Comptroller and Au-
ditor General performs the audit of the appropriation accounts for the previous financial year 
prepared by the Department.

I can assure the Deputy that in addition to the annual audit of the Appropriation Account by 
the Comptroller and Auditor General, my Department monitors expenditure and income against 
budgets across its own Vote on an ongoing basis. There are a number of structures in place 
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for this, including a dedicated Financial Management Unit in the Department and a Financial 
Management Committee which assesses expenditure and income against budget on individual 
Votes in the Justice Sector and across the Sector.   From a control perspective, the Department 
has an Internal Audit Unit and independent Audit Committee in place, which oversee an annual 
schedule of audit work and reviews.  

Of course, the Department complies with the Public Financial Procedures and the Public 
Spending Code issued by the Departments of Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform 
respectively.  In addition, all new expenditure requests are scrutinised carefully in advance of 
the Estimates process and critically reviewed by the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform. 

My Department has also been fully engaged in the Spending Review process since its com-
mencement in 2017 and has itself produced a number of reviews and also contributed to others 
carried out by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  

The reviews by my Department relating to the Justice Vote include a review of the Criminal 
Legal Aid scheme in 2018 and a 2019 review in relation to expenditure on direct provision ac-
commodation.  These are published on www.gov.ie .

27/07/2021WRAAAA00500Visa Applications

27/07/2021WRAAAA006001395. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Justice the status of an application 
by a person (details supplied) for a stamp 5 visa; when they can expect a decision on the case; 
and if the matter will be expedited given it is required to renew their driving licence which has 
expired. [40763/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAA00700Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy James Browne): 
An application for a Stamp 5 “Without Condition As To Time” endorsement was received from 
the person referred to by the Deputy on 12 July 2021.The processing of this application is on-
going and the customer will be contacted by my Department once a decision has been made. 

In the interests of fairness, all applications are processed in chronological order of re-
ceipt. While my Department endeavours to process applications as quickly as possible, pro-
cessing times may vary due to a number of factors, including the number of applications on 
hand, the complexity of the individual application and whether or not further information is 
required. The Deputy will wish to be aware that Stamp 5 applications are currently taking a 
minimum of 6 months to process.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

27/07/2021WRAAAA00800Citizenship Applications

27/07/2021WRAAAA009001396. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Justice if she has plans to implement a 
citizenship amnesty to applicants due to backlogs in the system and as a gesture from the State 
to all those who resided here during the Covid-19 pandemic; and if she will make a statement 
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on the matter. [40810/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAA01000Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy James Browne): 
The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is governed by the provisions of the 
Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended.  All applications for a certificate of 
naturalisation are processed and assessed individually in accordance with the provisions of the 
Act.  To maintain the integrity of the process, an amnesty, as suggested by the Deputy, would 
not be considered appropriate.

However, I am deeply conscious of how important the granting of naturalisation is to those 
who apply for it and my Department has continued to accept and process citizenship applica-
tions throughout the pandemic and at all levels of public health restrictions.  However, process-
ing rates have been negatively impacted by the necessary health and safety related restrictions 
imposed and it has not been possible to hold in-person citizenship ceremonies since March 
2020. 

This has further exacerbated significant delays which arose from a High Court case in 2019, 
which was subsequently successfully appealed to the Court of Appeal.  Unfortunately that re-
sulted in the loss of over six months’ processing time, before the appeal resolved the issue.

In order to deal with applicants that were in the final stages of processing,  on 18 January 
2021, my Department opened a temporary system to enable applicants to complete their natu-
ralisation process by signing a statutory declaration of loyalty.  Since then, my Department has 
delivered on its commitment to communicate with 6,500 applicants by the end of June, inviting 
them to complete the final steps required prior to the granting of a certificate of naturalisation. 

Over 4,400 people have received their certificates so far including a significant number of 
healthcare and other front-line workers who have made extraordinary contributions during the 
pandemic. 

To further address the volume of applications on hand, additional staff are being assigned to 
the citizenship team; and a number of digitisation measures have been introduced to increase 
efficiency in the process including eTax clearance, eVetting and online payments. 

The end result of the digitisation process will be to free up more staff to focus on processing 
applications in a timely and efficient manner, to improve service to our customers and reduce 
waiting times. Based on this, my objective is to achieve an improved decision making time-
frame of 6-9 months for a majority of applications during 2022. 

27/07/2021WRAAAA01100Departmental Data

27/07/2021WRAAAA012001397. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Justice the number of cases that have 
been brought before the courts since the introduction of the Harassment, Harmful Communica-
tions and Related Offences Act 2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40812/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAA01300Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): As the 
Deputy is likely aware, the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences Act, 
referred to as ‘Coco’s Law’, entered into force on 10 February 2021. It creates two new offences 
of sending, or threatening to send, intimate images without the consent of the person whose 
image it is.

Following the Deputy’s request, I sought information from both the Courts Service and the 
Garda Commissioner on the amount of cases that have been brought since the Act was com-
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menced. 

Even though the legislation has only very recently come into force, I am advised by the 
Commissioner that a number of investigations referencing Section 4 of the new legislation are 
proceeding. As these are ongoing cases the Commissioner is not in a position to provide an 
exact figure to ensure confidentiality. 

I hope the Deputy can appreciate that because the operation of the Coco’s Law is in its 
infancy, no prosecutions have yet been brought forward. This will inevitably change in time.

Coco’s Law will make sure that those who commit abusive crimes both online and offline 
can be prosecuted and, if prosecuted and found guilty, our courts now have sentences available 
that reflect the level of harm these crimes cause to their victims. I understand from An Garda 
Síochána that training on the Harassment, Harmful Communications and Related Offences 
Act has been covered on level 3 witness training from the 10th May 2021 in the lesson entitled 
‘Victims of Sex Crime’.   

I have also been informed that Coco’s Law was the subject of a HQ Directive (11/21) which 
issued in May 2021. The directive provides members with the necessary instruction regarding 
the implementation of the new offences. The Commissioner further assures me that both the 
Garda National Cyber Crime Bureau and the Garda National Protective Services Bureau are 
there to help should any Garda member require assistance or support in prosecuting these of-
fences.

The Deputy will also be pleased to know Government action to tackle this issue does not 
end with the implementation of this Act. When signing the commencement order for Coco’s 
Law it was announced that an agreement had been reached between my Department, the Na-
tional Anti-Bullying Research and Resource Centre at DCU, and the Department of Educa-
tion to establish a ‘Research Observatory on Cyberbullying’ focused on providing up-to-date 
research, advice and resources related to cyberbullying, cyberhate, and online harassment, and 
the implementation of Coco’s Law. Funding for the Observatory is being provided by the De-
partment of Justice in memory of Nicole (Coco) Fox.

Funding was also provided for Webwise to update their popular ‘Lockers’ programme, 
which is an important Junior Cycle resource to include information about Coco’s Law and non-
consensual sharing of intimate images.

Finally, my Department is currently developing a wider awareness campaign on Coco’s 
Law and the penalties applicable if someone is convicted of sharing intimate images without 
consent, and to draw attention to the harm caused to the victim whose intimate image is shared. 
We intend to communicate our message in a way that will build on our existing ‘No Excuses’ 
campaign and its key message of not excusing any form of sexual harassment or sexual vio-
lence. This initiative is now at an advanced stage and will be launched soon. 

27/07/2021WRAAAA01400Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRAAAA015001398. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Justice if she will report on the Cov-
id-19 compliance and welfare of prisoners in the prison system during the Covid-19 pandemic; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40814/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAA01600Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
Deputy will be aware that the Irish Prison Service has put in place an extensive range of mea-
sures to prevent Covid-19 transmission within prisons, to detect early any possible infection in 
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a prisoner or staff member and prevent the spread of infection should there be a confirmed case.

I am advised by the Irish Prison Service that as of 25 July, 2021 there have been 164 posi-
tive cases of Covid-19 identified amongst the prisoner population since March 2020, with the 
first case in September 2020. Of the 164 confirmed prisoner cases 72 were community acquired 
infections and 92 were prison based.

The measures which were introduced  to prevent the spread of Covid-19 in prisons are guid-
ed by the advice of the National Public Health Emergency Team and are consistent with the 
prison specific guidance for the management of Covid-19 issued by the World Health Organisa-
tion and the guidance of the Council of Europe.

There is a Primary Healthcare service available at each prison consisting of doctors and 
nurses who are responsible for the management of healthcare issues, including the treatment of 
Covid-19.

To date, all positive Covid-19 cases in the prisoner population have been managed in the rel-
evant prison and there has been no requirement to transfer any prisoner to hospital. If however, 
the prison healthcare service consider that a prisoner requires hospital treatment they would 
refer the prisoner to the relevant hospital, alerting in advance that they are sending a Covid-19 
patient. The prisoner in question would be transferred to the hospital via an ambulance.

The Irish Prison Service has further advised that it provides a range of therapeutic, support 
and counselling services to prisoners. These services have remained in place throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The restrictions imposed by COVID-19 required the development of new ways of working 
to support prisoners. All prisoner support services have adapted their working arrangements 
to respond innovatively to maximise opportunities for prisoner engagement by employing a 
combination of mediums including telephony, video-link and one-to-one contact where deemed 
clinically necessary.

The vaccination programme is currently being rolled out across the prison estate with an 
overwhelming majority of prisoners availing of the vaccine.

Throughout the public health crisis, every attempt has and continues to be  made, to main-
tain psychological, addiction and other counselling services for those with an identified need. 
All prisons and prison-based services have displayed flexibility and adaptability and have used 
all mediums available to engage with the prison population.

I wish to assure the Deputy that the Irish Prison Service continues to manage the risks and 
challenges faced in a prison context during the Covid-19 pandemic in line with public health 
guidelines. In doing so, it maintains a close working relationship with my Department, relevant 
criminal justice authorities, the National Public Health Emergency Team and the HSE.

27/07/2021WRAAAA01700Departmental Data

27/07/2021WRAAAA018001399. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Justice when her Department last 
conducted a review of crime statistics in County Meath; the results of this last review; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [40932/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAA019001400. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Justice when her Department last 
conducted a review of crime statistics in County Westmeath; the results of this last review; and 
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if she will make a statement on the matter. [40935/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAA02000Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
1399 and 1400 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Central Statistics Office (CSO) is Ireland’s national sta-
tistical office and its purpose is to impartially collect, analyse and make available statistics 
about Ireland’s population, society and economy. Their specific mandate under the Statistics 
Act 1993 is the collection, compilation, extraction and dissemination for statistical purposes of 
information relating to economic, social and general activities and conditions in the State.

The CSO is also responsible for the collection and publication of crime statistics, and for 
reviewing data quality for the purpose of compilation of those statistics. As Minister for Justice, 
I play no role in these independent functions. 

The operational review of crime statistics, at a national and regional level, is the responsibil-
ity of the Garda Commissioner under the Garda Síochána Act 2005 (as amended). Again, I play 
no role in these independent functions. 

  Question No. 1400 answered with Question No. 1399.

27/07/2021WRAAAA02200An Garda Síochána

27/07/2021WRAAAA023001401. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice the number of gardaí and ci-
vilian staff assigned to the Special Crime Task Force in each of the past five years; if these staff 
are assigned on a station or division basis; the number in each; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [40986/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAA02400Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I have requested information from 
An Garda Síochána to answer the Deputy’s question, but this was not available in time. I will 
contact the Deputy again when the information is to hand.

27/07/2021WRAAAA02500Departmental Strategies

27/07/2021WRAAAA026001402. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Justice the status of the youth 
justice strategy; the expected timeframe for the implementation of recommendation; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [41033/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAA027001406. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Justice her plans to introduce proj-
ects aimed at removing young persons away from crime; and if she will make a statement on 
the matter. [41037/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAA02800Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy James Browne): 
I propose to take Questions Nos. 1402 and 1406 together.

I can inform the Deputy that the Youth Justice Strategy 2021 – 2027 was published on 15 
April 2021.

The Strategy includes consideration of the full range of issues connected to children and 
young people at risk of coming into contact with the criminal justice system, including early 
intervention and preventative work, family support and diversion from crime, through to court 
process and facilities, supervision of offenders, detention and reintegration and support post 
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release. 

The measures in the Strategy are premised on the need to maximise opportunities to pro-
mote positive behavioural change and desistance from offending. This will require a sustained 
commitment to collaborative working between State agencies and community partners, as well 
as a commitment to prioritise resource allocation to address factors connected to early involve-
ment in criminal activity and more serious offending patterns.  The Youth Justice Strategy 2021 
– 2027 is available on my Department’s website.

The Strategy strengthens and expands the role of the Garda Youth Diversion Projects (GY-
DPs), which are a fundamental support to the operation of the statutory Garda Diversion Pro-
gramme and provide a vital ingredient in enhancing community policing partnerships. The 
Strategy promotes appropriate linkages and alignment with other community-based initiatives, 
including those supported by the Probation Service. Bringing the full range of relevant inter-
ventions together in a coherent and holistic response to youth crime will support the objective 
of diverting young people from crime and anti-social behaviour. 

The Strategy expands the remit of the GYDPs to provide a broader range of services for 
communities, families and children at risk, including family support and early intervention with 
children aged 8-12 years, as well as developing enhanced approaches to engaging with harder 
to reach children and young people who may have more entrenched patterns of offending. There 
are currently 105 GYDPs nationally and the intention is to further develop this service so that it 
is available to every child in the State who could benefit from it, through an ongoing expansion 
of existing services and the foundation of new projects where necessary.

Funding for GYDPs has increased every year since 2015. €15.3 million was provided in 
2019 and €15.6 million was provided for 2020. €18 million funding has been provided for 2021 
with a further allocation of €3m for the Greentown pilots, Bail Supervision Scheme and the 
Research Evidence into Policy Programmes and Practice (REPPP) project. 

The Bail Supervision Scheme provides nationwide availability of the internationally recog-
nised approach to achieving bail compliance, supported by the REPPP University of Limerick 
partnership. The service is already being expanded beyond the initial pilot in Dublin to Cork 
and Limerick.

The Greentown initiative is a broad community-based programme to support children, fam-
ilies and communities most affected by criminal networks, and its development is strongly sup-
ported by An Garda Síochána. The Greentown Report recommended the design of a programme 
to include interventions with children and their families to help them withstand the influence of 
criminal networks. The Greentown Programme has been designed by the REPPP project team 
with the input of leading international expertise on crime and criminal networks, together with 
Irish scientific, policy and practice expertise in child protection and welfare, drugs and com-
munity development. 

Pilot applications of the Greentown programme, developed by the REPPP, commenced in 
two locations in 2020 and will run for three years. The learning from these pilots will then be 
incorporated into mainstream GYDP practice. This specially designed intervention programme 
was developed with international expert advice, to tackle coercive control of children by crimi-
nal groups which entraps them in offending situations. Funds are already available for the initial 
pilots from the Dormant Accounts Funds, with a total of €4.2m allocated over three years.  

The implementation of the Greentown pilot programme is part of the Strategic Objectives 
of the Youth Justice Strategy 2021-2027. This implementation process began with the estab-
lishment of the Governance and Strategy Group, and the Youth Justice Oversight Group. Both 
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groups are chaired by the Department of Justice, which will provide oversight arrangements for 
Youth Justice Initiatives to ensure that there is a cohesive response in practice to the needs of 
particular cohorts of children and particular communities.

27/07/2021WRAAAA02900Departmental Policies

27/07/2021WRAAAA030001403. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Justice if she will provide further 
details on the community safety forums including expected timeframes; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [41034/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAA03100Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Deputy will be aware that in 
April, the Government approved and Minister McEntee published the general scheme of the Po-
licing, Security and Community Safety Bill, which is now

with the Joint Oireachtas Committee for pre-legislative scrutiny. The Bill will provide for 
a key principle from the report of the Commission on the Future of Policing in Ireland -  that 
preventing crime and harm and making our communities safer does not rest with An Garda 
Síochána and my Department alone. It will be best achieved as a ‘whole of government’ respon-
sibility with Departments and agencies responsible for health and social services, education 
authorities and local authorities, the Gardaí and the wider community working together.

The new Bill will achieve this by establishing innovative Local Community Safety Partner-
ships to develop local safety plans, tailored to the priorities and needs identified by communi-
ties themselves. The Local Community Safety Partnerships will replace and build upon the 
existing Joint Policing Committees and will provide a forum for State agencies and local com-
munity representatives to work together to act on community concerns. 

Each Partnership will devise and oversee a Local Community Safety Plan, which will be 
informed by the community itself. Membership of the Partnerships will be broader than that of 
the existing JPCs and will include residents, community representatives (including youth, new 
communities and voluntary sector representation), business and education sector representa-
tion, relevant public services including the HSE, Tusla, An Garda Síochána and local authori-
ties as well as local councillors. 

The Deputy will be aware that in November 2020, Minister McEntee announced the es-
tablishment of three new Local Community Safety Partnerships on a pilot basis in the north 
inner city of Dublin, Waterford and Longford. The locations of the pilots, which will run for 24 
months, were chosen based on a number of factors including population density, crime rates and 
economic indicators. An independent Chairperson has been appointed to chair each Partnership 
pilot.

As the pilots progress, they will be carefully evaluated and any necessary changes made 
to ensure the Partnerships work as effectively as possible for the communities involved. The 
pilots will inform the further development of the Policing, Security and Community Safety 
Bill, which will facilitate the rollout of Local Community Safety Partnerships in every local au-
thority area. Following the pre-legislative scrutiny and drafting by the Office of Parliamentary 
Counsel, I hope to be in a position to publish the Bill early next year. 

27/07/2021WRAAAA03200Departmental Projects

27/07/2021WRAAAA033001404. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Justice the details of the youth di-
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version projects planned for County Louth in tabular forum.; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [41035/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAA03400Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality (Deputy James Browne): 
The Deputy will be aware that Garda Youth Diversion Projects (GYDPs) are a fundamental 
support to the operation of the statutory Garda Diversion Programme and provide a vital in-
gredient in enhancing community policing partnerships. These projects are community based 
multi-agency crime prevention initiatives.

Funding for GYDPs has increased every year since 2015. €15.3 million was provided in 
2019 and at least €15.6 million was provided for 2020. €18 million funding has been provided 
for 2021 with a further allocation of €3m for innovative programmes to support interventions 
for children under the influence of criminal network (Greentown pilots) and bail compliance 
(Bail Supervision Scheme). 

There are currently 105 GYDPs nationally and the intention is to further develop this ser-
vice so that it is available to every child in the State who could benefit from it, through an on-
going expansion of existing services and the foundation of new projects where necessary. The 
necessary resources to implement the community based approach will be considered as part of 
the annual estimates and budgetary processes.

Details of funding provided for Garda Youth Diversion Projects in Co. Louth in 2021 are as 
follows:

Garda Youth Diver-
sion Project

Location Community Based 
Organisation

2021 Allocation

Boyne Drogheda Youth Work Ireland €118,951
Cable Drogheda Foróige €195,789
High Voltage Dundalk Independent €129,890
Team Dundalk Independent €167,013
Total   €611,643

27/07/2021WRAAAA03500An Garda Síochána

27/07/2021WRAAAA036001405. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Justice the number of gardaí by 
rank, file and section currently stationed throughout County Louth; the number of vacant posts; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41036/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAA03700Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the Deputy will appreciate, under 
the Garda Síochána Act 2005, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for the management and 
administration of An Garda Síochána, which includes the deployment of members of An Garda 
Síochána throughout the State. As Minister, I have no role in this independent function. 

I am assured, however, that Garda management keeps this distribution of resources under 
continual review in the context of policing priorities and crime trends, to ensure their optimum 
use. I understand that it is a matter for the Divisional Chief Superintendent to determine the 
optimum distribution of duties among the personnel available to him or her, having regard to 
the profile of each area within the Division and its specific needs. 

I can inform the Deputy that on 30 June 2021 there were 384 Garda members assigned to 
the Louth Division, which represents an increase of almost 34% since 2015.

Extensive information is available on my Department’s website in relation to the numbers 
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of Garda members and their assignment nationwide, including by rank and station, at the fol-
lowing link : www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Workforce 

This information is updated every month with the latest data provided by An Garda Sío-
chána.

Details in relation to the number of Garda staff nationwide are also available on my Depart-
ment’s website at the following link: justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/Garda_Staff

  Question No. 1406 answered with Question No. 1402.

27/07/2021WRAAAA03900Departmental Data

27/07/2021WRAAAA040001407. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Justice the breakdown of the mon-
ies seized by the Criminal Assets Bureau by county from 2017; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [41042/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAA04100Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the Deputy will be aware, the 
Criminal Assets Bureau (CAB) is a multi-agency statutory body established under the Criminal 
Assets Bureau Act 1996. The Bureau’s remit is to target those assets of persons which are de-
rived, or are suspected to have derived, from criminal activity. I can inform the Deputy that the 
Bureau does not record statistics in relation to specific geographical areas.  

Since its inception, the Bureau has conducted investigations into individuals and organised 
criminal groups involved in various types of crime, including money laundering and the sale 
and supply of controlled drugs. With regard to the details of the activities of the Bureau, these 
are reported on each year in its Annual Report.  These Annual Reports can be found at www.
cab.ie 

For the Deputy’s information, I am advised by CAB that the tables appended to this answer 
represents the various assets that were seized by the CAB from its inception until 2020. Please 
be advised that the figures for 2020 are provisional pending the publication of the CAB Annual 
Report for 2020.

[<a ref=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion//2021-07-27_pq1407-27-7-21_en.docx

  _en.docx”>CAB</a>]

 

27/07/2021WRAAAA04200An Garda Síochána

27/07/2021WRAAAA043001408. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Justice the status of activity to deal 
with major organised crime; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41043/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAA04400Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I can assure the Deputy that tackling 
organised criminal activity is a key priority for the Government, and an ongoing priority for An 
Garda Síochána. 

The Government has supported An Garda Síochána in addressing the threat from organised 
crime gangs through the introduction of legislative measures such as: 
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- The Proceeds of Crime (Amendment) Act 2016 which provides additional Garda powers 
for the immediate seizure of assets suspected of being the proceeds of crime to prevent them 
being disposed of;   

- The Criminal Justice (Forensic Evidence and DNA Database System) Act 2014, providing 
for the establishment and operation of the DNA database providing Gardaí with links between 
people and unsolved crimes;  

- The Criminal Justice (Amendment) Act 2009, introduced to protect the justice system 
from being subverted by criminal groups, including potential intimidation of juries.  

An Garda Síochána has also been allocated an unprecedented €1.92 billion euro in Bud-
get 2021 to increase recruitment, improve facilities and equipment and also to aid in the roll 
out of the organisational changes recommended by the Commission on the Future of Policing 
in Ireland, including the new Garda Operating Model. Further redeployment of sworn Garda 
members to front-line policing duties, where their skills, training and expertise can be of most 
use, is continuing in line with these changes. 

An Garda Síochána continues to develop and implement strategies to dismantle and dis-
rupt criminal networks, utilising advanced analytical and intelligence methods. Gardaí target 
serious criminals and organised criminal groups through the use of focused intelligence led 
operations by specialist units such as the Garda National Drugs and Organised Crime Bureau, 
the Criminal Assets Bureau, and the National Bureau of Criminal Investigation. An Garda Sío-
chána regularly liaises and cooperates with their international policing and security partners, 
such as EUROPOL and INTERPOL, in their mutual objective of combatting transnational or-
ganised crime. 

27/07/2021WRAAAA04500Departmental Reviews

27/07/2021WRAAAA046001409. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Justice the expected timeframe 
for the implementation of the recommendations contained within a plan (details supplied); the 
status of the work programme; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41044/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAA04700Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the Deputy will be aware, I 
launched the Drogheda Implementation Plan on 21st July. 

The Plan is the result of extensive engagement between my Department and the various 
stakeholders identified in Vivian Geiran’s report. The report made almost 80 recommenda-
tions across a range of sectors, including justice, health, education and youth services. The 
Implementation Plan provides detailed actions on these recommendations, including proposed 
timelines. 

The plan is available on gov.ie at the following web address:

www.gov.ie/en/publication/c179b-drogheda-report-implementation-plan/

27/07/2021WRAAAA04800Departmental Reviews

27/07/2021WRAAAA049001410. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Justice the timeline in relation to 
the criminal justice review; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41045/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAA05000Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I understand the Deputy’s question 
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to refer to the independent review of the Offences against the State Acts.

As the Deputy will be aware, in February last Minister McEntee established a Review 
Group under the chair of Mr Justice Michael Peart, former Judge of the Court of Appeal. 

The group comprises a number of experts in this field and is tasked with examining all 
aspects of the Offences Against the State Acts having regard to the current threat posed by 
domestic/international terrorism and organised crime, the duty to deliver a fair and effective 
criminal justice system to ensure the protection of communities and the security of the State 
and Ireland’s obligations in relation to Constitutional and ECHR rights and international law.

The Chair has indicated to me that there is a considerable body of work involved. Never-
theless I know the review group is conscious of the need to complete its work with as much 
expedition as is consistent with such a comprehensive task and I am grateful to all the members 
for their commitment. 

As the Deputy will be aware, the Houses recently renewed certain provisions of the Of-
fences against the State legislation for a further 12 months. As I indicated in that debate by 
that time I expect to have the benefit of the group’s final report. 

27/07/2021WRAAAA05100Drug Dealing

27/07/2021WRAAAA052001411. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Justice if additional resources will be 
provided to deal with the scourge of street dealing in illicit drugs; and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41090/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAA053001412. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice her views on a programme 
(details supplied) that was broadcast on 20 July 2021 in respect of several open drugs markets 
operating in Ballymun, Dublin 11; and the number of drugs gardaí working in the Ballymun 
area specifically [41284/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAA05400Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
1411 and 1412 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Garda Commissioner is responsible by law for the man-
agement of An Garda Síochána, including operational matters and deployment of resources.  As 
Minister, I have no responsibility for these matters.

The response to the issue of drug dealing is complex and extends far beyond policing. This 
broader, health led response is key to the National Drugs Strategy, ‘Reducing Harm, Supporting 
Recovery’, which is being led by my colleague Minister Frank Feighan. Gardaí work closely 
with local authorities, HSE, NGOs, community groups and other state agencies to tackle the 
problems of drug addiction and abuse.

At a national level, the Commissioner launched Operation Tara on 2 July 2021 to disrupt, 
dismantle and prosecute drug trafficking networks at all levels - international, national and lo-
cal - involved in the importation, distribution, cultivation, production, local sale and supply of 
controlled drugs.

The level of open drug dealing shown on the programme mentioned is unacceptable and 
highlights the damage which such activity causes to communities as a whole. 

I understand that the issue of open drug dealing in Ballymun, as well as the Safer Ballymun 
Plan and the ‘A Brighter Future’ report were discussed at the most recent Northwest Area Joint 
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Policing Committee meeting held on 21 June.

From a policing perspective, I am informed by An Garda Síochána that both the Divisional 
Drugs Unit and the Street Crime Unit in DMR North have had their resources increased by 
25% in recent months and that the Superintendent in Ballymun station introduced a specific 
operation in mid-May to target street level dealing in Ballymun. These operations take the form 
of both overt high visibility policing and covert operations targeting street-level and organised 
drug dealing. There have also been several high profile drug seizures and arrests in the area over 
recent months.

As of 30 June, there are 29 Garda members attached the DMR North drugs unit, which 
Ballymun is part of. There are 263 Gardaí assigned to Ballymun district, an increase of almost 
16% since 2015 when there were 227 members assigned to the district. In addition, there are 
currently 67 Garda staff (civilians) assigned to DMR North Division as a whole, an increase of 
over 52% since 2015.

A number of days of action have been conducted in the DMR North Division this year and 
a number of suspects have been arrested in relation to drugs related intimidation incidents. I 
understand that a number of persons are currently before the courts and files are currently with 
the Director of Public Prosecutions in relation to other persons.

  Question No. 1412 answered with Question No. 1411.

27/07/2021WRAAAA05600An Garda Síochána

27/07/2021WRAAAA057001413. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Justice the targeted recruitment for both 
sworn and civilian staff in An Garda Síochána for 2022. [41285/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAA05800Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In keeping with the commitment in 
the Programme for Government, and in the context of implementing A Policing Service for the 
Future, my intention is that there will be an active programme of recruitment of both sworn 
members and Garda staff in 2022, building on the substantial recruitment of recent years.  The 
specific numbers to be recruited are a matter to be determined in consultation with the Garda 
Commissioner, and as part of the overall discussions with the Department of Public Expendi-
ture and Reform leading to Estimates 2022.  

27/07/2021WRAAAA05900An Garda Síochána

27/07/2021WRAAAA060001414. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Justice the number of civilian analysts that 
are employed by An Garda Síochána in the area of cybercrime; and the grade of each in tabular 
form.  [41289/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAA06100Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I have requested the information 
sought by the Deputy from the Garda authorities, but this was not available in time. I will write 
to the Deputy once I receive the required information.

27/07/2021WRAAAA06200Road Safety

27/07/2021WRAAAA063001415. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Justice further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 304 of 14 July 2021, the total amount that is in the fund for 2021; the details of the 
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allocations made to date for the Garda youth diversion projects and proposals for community-
based interventions in relation to the dangerous misuse of scramblers, quad bikes and electric 
scooters; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41293/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAA06400Minister of State at the Department of Justice(Deputy James Browne): I can assure the 
Deputy that the Government is strongly committed to tackling the issue of misuse of scramblers 
and similar vehicles. In May 2021, my Department invited the Garda Youth Diversion Projects 
(GYDPs) to present proposals for a scheme to offer positive alternatives to young people en-
gaged in anti-social use of scramblers, including specific contact with GYDPs in areas that are 
most affected by this issue. 

The community-based initiative is open to receive proposals from local areas, coordinated 
through GYDPs, and it is open to any GYDP to submit a proposal. The intention is that propos-
als submitted before the end of July may be eligible for support in the current year, subject to 
assessment of the details of the proposal. I can assure the Deputy that I will keep the operation 
of the scheme under review, with a view to providing appropriate support for local areas where 
there are significant problems with the misuse of scramblers, quad bikes and similar vehicles.

I can confirm that my Department has not yet received proposals from Community Based 
Organisations in relation to the dangerous misuse of scramblers, quad bikes and electric scoot-
ers. The deadline for submissions is 30 July 2021.

For the Deputy’s information, the below table contains the details of the allocations made 
to date for 2021 for the Garda Youth Diversion Projects. The total budget for 2021 for GYDPs 
is €17,701,477.54.

Project Area/Town County/Postal Dis-
trict

2021 Funding Al-
location

ABLE Ballyfermot Dublin 10 €120,941.00
ACORN Edenderry Offaly €145,663.00
ALF Athlone Westmeath €127,785.00
APT Tallaght Dublin 24 €114,558.00
ATHY Athy Kildare €115,876.00
BALL Lisduggan Waterford €137,500.00
BÁN Galway Galway €148,408.00
BANDON YOUTH Bandon Cork €177,704.00
BAP Ballincollig Cork €149,852.00
BEAT Blanchardstown Dublin 15 €157,441.00
BLOCK Port Laoise Laois €248,499.00
BOOST Tallaght Dublin 24 €104,695.00
BOYNE Drogheda Louth €118,951.00
BRIDGE Celbridge Kildare €150,288.00
BRÚ Crumlin Dublin 12 €171,499.00
BYB (BALLYMUN) Ballymun Dublin 11 €264,314.00
CABLE Drogheda Louth €195,789.00
CABRA STEP UP Cabra Dublin 7 €224,290.77
CASTLE Carrickmines Dublin 18 €123,998.00
CAVAN 365 Cavan Cavan €245,250.00
CLAY Crumlin Dublin 12 €134,070.00
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Project Area/Town County/Postal Dis-
trict

2021 Funding Al-
location

CLOYNE MOBILE 
DIVERSION

Charleville Cork €226,964.60

CODY Ballyfermot Dublin 10 €158,022.00
COMPASS Kilkenny Kilkenny €143,389.00
CURRAGH NEW-
BRIDGE (THE 
CAN)

Newbridge Kildare €109,421.00

CYAP Castlebar Mayo €116,008.00
CYD Clonmel Tipperary €138,000.00
DAN Donore Avenue Dublin 8 €105,839.00
DAY Dungarvan Waterford €110,500.00
DEN.NENAGH Nenagh Tipperary €106,772.00
DONEGAL DIVI-
SION

HQ Raphoe Donegal €498,385.00

DONNYCARNEY Donnycarney Dublin 5 €125,000.00
DOUGLAS WEST Douglas Cork €132,509.00
EDGE Carrick on Suir Tipperary €198,000.00
EFFORT Finglas South Dublin 11 €139,722.00
ENNIS YOUTH Ennis Clare €169,826.00
EYE Mullingar Westmeath €124,125.00
FAN Finglas South Dublin 11 €251,925.00
FAYRE Farranree Cork €123,795.00
FEABHAS Cobh Cork €118,225.20
FUSION Tullamore Offaly €111,833.00
GAP The Glen Cork €194,788.00
GRAFT Clondalkin Dublin 22 €126,126.00
HAY Summerhill Dublin 1 €358,179.00
HERON Carrigaline Cork €106,708.00
HIGH VOLTAGE Dundalk Louth €129,890.00
HUB Carlow Carlow €125,992.00
JAY Tallaght Dublin 24 €193,858.00
JETS Swords Dublin €120,381.00
JUNCTION Ballinasloe Galway €125,891.00
KEEP (FORMERLY 
KILMORE WEST)

Kilmore West Dublin 5 €236,854.00

KERRY KEY SER-
VICE

Killarney Kerry €905,458.00

KEY (1+2) Tallaght Dublin 24 €214,233.00
KILRUSH Ennis Clare €114,910.00
KNOCKNA-
HEENY/HOLLY-
HILL

Knocknaheeny Cork €117,998.00

KRIB Inchicore Dublin 8 €117,682.00
LAB Dun Laoghaire Dublin €186,544.00
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Project Area/Town County/Postal Dis-
trict

2021 Funding Al-
location

LAR Navan Meath €131,209.00
LEAP Longford Longford €287,809.00
LIBERTIES CLUB The Coombe Dublin 8 €124,100.00
LIMERICK YOUTH 
SERVICE

Ballynanty Limerick €530,000.00

MALLOW Mallow Cork €115,580.00
MAY Mahon Cork €106,920.00
MEAS Westside Galway €132,315.00
MNYP Monaghan Monaghan €134,869.00
MOST Rotunda Dublin 1 €402,690.00
MOYROSS/CCY-
DG

Moyross Limerick €210,168.00

NAAS Naas Kildare €121,315.00
NEW DIRECTIONS Bray Wicklow €126,017.00
NORTH BAY Donaghmede Dublin 5 €116,801.00
NORTH FINGAL Balbriggan Dublin €265,943.00
NYDP Navan Meath €235,233.00
ORB Hartstown Dublin 15 €107,677.00
PACT Ferrybank Waterford €126,328.00
PORT Portarlington Laois €114,229.00
RAD Roscommon Roscommon €134,827.00
RATHKEALE Rathkeale Limerick €156,928.00
RAY Roscrea Tipperary €169,410.00
SAFE Wexford Wexford €124,650.00
SAY Sandyford Dublin 18 €137,634.00
SLANEY Enniscorthy Wexford €122,813.00
SMART Trim and Kells Meath €202,451.00
SOUTHSIDE 
YOUTH INITIA-
TIVE

Limerick Limerick €211,480.00

SUB Birr Offaly €140,193.00
SWAN Dunne Street Dublin 1 €445,421.00
SWAY Waterford Waterford €118,000.00
SWIFT Clondalkin Dublin 22 €133,271.00
TACT Togher Cork €118,206.00
TAR Tipperary Town Tipperary €102,635.00
TEAM Dundalk Louth €167,013.00
TREO NUA Tuam Galway €113,806.00
TREÓIN New Ross Wexford €123,000.00
TYRE Tramore Waterford €114,000.00
UCAN Lucan Dublin €164,021.00
VALLEY Clondalkin Dublin 22 €117,596.00
WAY Wicklow Town Wicklow €145,111.00
WEB Blanchardstown Dublin 15 €163,313.00
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Project Area/Town County/Postal Dis-
trict

2021 Funding Al-
location

WEST LIMERICK Newcastle West Limerick €121,046.00
WOODALE GYDP Darndale Dublin 17 €178,145.00
YAB Ballina Mayo €124,979.00
YAPS Sligo Co. Sligo €167,723.00
YEW Ballyboden Dublin 16 €131,153.00
YOUGHAL Youghal Cork €128,888.00
TOTAL   €17,628,040.57

27/07/2021WRAAAA06500Naturalisation Applications

27/07/2021WRAAAA066001416. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Justice the reason for the delay in the 
naturalisation process for a person (details supplied); and when the person will receive the out-
come of the citizenship application.  [41387/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAA06700Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): An application 
for a certificate of naturalisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy on 2 
January 2020. This application is currently being processed with a view to establishing whether 
the applicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will be sub-
mitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. 

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the 
process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at: INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

27/07/2021WRAAAA06800Naturalisation Applications

27/07/2021WRAAAA069001417. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Justice the reason for the delay in the 
naturalisation process for a person (details supplied); and when the person will receive the out-
come of the citizenship application.  [41388/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAA07000Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): An application 
for a certificate of naturalisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy on 30 
December 2019. This application is currently being processed with a view to establishing 
whether the applicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will 
be submitted to me for decision as expeditiously as possible. 
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The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the 
process.

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their 
application without delay. However, the nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a 
broad range of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process. In some instances, 
completing the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at: INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

27/07/2021WRAAAA07100Naturalisation Applications

27/07/2021WRAAAA072001418. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Justice the average timeline for appli-
cations to Irish citizenship through naturalisation receiving an outcome of granted or denied; 
and if she will provide the current number of applications waiting in the system for over two 
and half years or 30 months and over five years.  [41389/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAA07300Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): The tables be-
low set out the figures requested by the Deputy.

Table 1 - Average Timelines 

Year Average processing time for an approval Decision (months) Average processing time for a refusal Decision (months)

2018 7 23

2019 10 24

2020 12 35

*2021 23 155

* Please note that the 2021 refusal figure is skewed by the closing of a significant number 
of applications where the applicant had failed to engage with the Citizenship Division of my 
Department for several years. In order to close these applications, a refusal decision had to be 
recorded for each case.

Table 2 - Number of open applications

Over 30 months but less than 5 years 3902
Over 5 years 517
The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is governed by the provisions of the 

Irish Nationality and Citizenship Act 1956, as amended.  All applications for a certificate of nat-
uralisation are processed and assessed individually in accordance with the provisions of the Act.  

However, I am deeply conscious of how important the granting of naturalisation is to those 
who apply for it and my Department has continued to accept and process citizenship applica-
tions throughout the pandemic and at all levels of public health restrictions.  However, process-
ing rates have been negatively impacted by the necessary health and safety related restrictions 
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imposed and by a High Court case in 2019, which was subsequently successfully appealed to 
the Court of Appeal. 

For applicants that were in the final stages of processing, on 18 January 2021, my Depart-
ment opened a temporary system to enable applicants to complete their naturalisation process 
by signing a statutory declaration of loyalty.  Since then, my Department has delivered on its 
commitment to communicate with 6,500 applicants by the end of June, inviting them to com-
plete the final steps required prior to the granting of a certificate of naturalisation. Over 4,400 
people have received their certificates so far.

To further address the volume of applications on hand, additional staff are being assigned to 
the citizenship team; and a number of digitisation measures have been introduced to increase 
efficiency in the process including eTax clearance, eVetting and online payments. 

The end result of the digitisation process will be to free up more staff to focus on processing 
applications in a timely and efficient manner, to improve service to our customers and reduce 
waiting times. Based on this, my objective is to achieve an improved decision making time-
frame of 6-9 months for a majority of applications during 2022.

27/07/2021WRBBBB00200Disability Services

27/07/2021WRBBBB003001419. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Health the measures that his Depart-
ment has introduced and implemented to increase services available to high functioning autistic 
persons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39413/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRBBBB00500Health Services

27/07/2021WRBBBB006001420. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when an appropriate pro-
gramme will be made available to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40479/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRBBBB00800Health Services
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27/07/2021WRBBBB009001421. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if there is funding available to 
cover the cost of a person with special needs travelling by taxi to attend the Cashel Day Centre 
in County Tipperary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40943/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRBBBB01100Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRBBBB012001422. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Health if there is a replacement prescrip-
tion in place for roActemra patients (details supplied) that have now been taken off the medica-
tion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40988/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Products Regulatory Au-
thority (HPRA), the competent authority for medicines in Ireland, has been notified by the mar-
keting authorisation holder that there is a shortage of tocilizumab-containing medicines caused 
by increasing demand for the active ingredient. The shortage is not specific to the Irish market 
and is global in nature, affecting multiple countries.

The company which supplies tocilizumab products in Ireland has confirmed that it has im-
plemented measures that aim to increase supply to prevent future shortages and mitigate the 
impact of the current shortages. The company has also stated that it expects supply to patients in 
Ireland to resume in September. The HPRA has published information concerning the shortage 
on its website, including a communication from the company which has been sent to healthcare 
professionals.

Patients or their carers who have any concerns regarding their treatment with this or any 
other medication should discuss this directly with their doctor of pharmacist.

27/07/2021WRBBBB01400Primary Care Centres

27/07/2021WRBBBB015001423. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the status of plans to de-
velop primary care facilities on Inisbofin; the engagement his Department has had with the HSE 
on the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41330/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB016003328. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 66 of 2 July 2019, the status of plans to develop primary care facilities on Inisbo-
fin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41351/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1423 
and 3328 together.

As these Parliamentary Questions relate to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
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the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRBBBB01800Health Services

27/07/2021WRBBBB019001424. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the status of a matter (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39330/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB020002793. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the status of a matter (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39200/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB02100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1424 
and 2793 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, drafting of a bill on assisted human reproduction (AHR) and 
associated areas of research, based on the published General Scheme of the Assisted Human 
Reproduction Bill, is ongoing by officials in my Department, in conjunction with the Office of 
the Attorney General. This comprehensive piece of legislation will encompass the regulation, 
for the first time in Ireland, of a very wide range of practices, including domestic altruistic sur-
rogacy.  

The surrogacy provisions outline the specific conditions under which surrogacy in Ireland 
will be permitted, including a requirement for all surrogacy agreements to be pre-authorised 
by the AHR Regulatory Authority, the establishment of which the Bill will provide for. The 
legislation also sets out a court-based mechanism through which the parentage of a child born 
through surrogacy may be transferred from the surrogate (and her husband, if applicable) to the 
intending parent(s). 

The draft Bill does not contain provisions to regulate surrogacy arrangements undertaken 
in other jurisdictions. As issues relating to international surrogacy concern areas of law that in-
tersect across the remits of several Government Departments, my Department is engaging with 
the Department of Justice and the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and 
Youth in respect of this policy area.

27/07/2021WRBBBB02200Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRBBBB023001425. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if funding will be made avail-
able for research to examine the effect of long-Covid on work and need to take sick leave. 
[39351/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB024002290. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the supports being put in 
place to help persons suffering with long-Covid; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37262/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB025002446. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if statistics on the num-
ber of cases of long-Covid are being compiled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37862/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB026002843. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if funding will be allocated to-
wards research into the prevalence and effect of long-Covid on health in Ireland; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39353/21]
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27/07/2021WRBBBB027002844. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if his Department acknowl-
edges the long-Covid as a recognised illness in Ireland. [39355/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB028002845. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the data, statistics or any relat-
ing information gathered by his Department to date on the prevalence and effects of long-Covid 
in Ireland. [39356/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB029002846. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if there are plans to work with 
the EU to define long-Covid and provide official treatment guidance such as the NICE guide-
lines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39357/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB030002922. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Health if there are plans 
to make long-Covid clinics more accessible and affordable; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39643/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB031002924. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if long-term illnesses and medi-
cal difficulties arising as a result of long-Covid will qualify for supports such as a medical card, 
a general practitioner card or disability benefits; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39352/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB032002961. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Health the strategy of his Depart-
ment for managing long-Covid; the identified symptoms of same; the estimated impact on the 
health service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39712/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1425, 
2290, 2446, 2843 to 2846, inclusive, 2922, 2924 and 2961 together.

Covid-19 is a new disease so information on it, its features and its course are still emerging. 
Scientific and clinical evidence is evolving on the long-term effects of COVID-19. An increas-
ing number of reports and studies are now being published on the topic, however, at present 
there is no agreement on the definition or the terminology. 

Scientific and clinical evidence is evolving on the long-term effects of COVID-19. It is 
recognised that persistent and prolonged symptoms can occur after acute COVID-19 infection 
in a proportion of patients, including in some patients who did not develop symptoms severe 
enough to require hospitalisation. My Department, through the Health Research Board, contin-
ues to fund research into the clinical impacts of COVID-19.

Patients with persistent symptoms following Covid-19 infection may be followed up by 
their GP or in hospital settings as clinically appropriate. People in the community who are 
concerned about persistent symptoms following Covid-19 should contact their GP in the first 
instance. Treatment is currently focused on management of specific symptoms. In line with 
Sláintecare, we need to ensure that as much reablement and rehabilitation care as possible is 
delivered in the community, as close to people’s homes as possible. General practice plays a key 
part in the delivery of a national post-acute (Long) COVID-19 service.

Specific guidance on the treatment of Long Covid is presently under development both here 
and internationally.

The HSE is assessing need and the best way to care for those impacted by Long COVID. I 
can advise the Deputies that the HSE as part of its work on post-Covid care, is now looking at 
how it can model the possible numbers that will be affected, noting that this will take time as 
more evidence emerges. I understand that the HSE has been in touch with a group of people 
who are suffering post-Covid symptoms to inform understanding. Guidance is being developed 
to align needs with care provision and to develop criteria and strategies for the ongoing evalu-
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ation of patients.

The Department of Health will continue to develop an understanding of the implications of 
Long Covid to inform policy as appropriate.

Under the Health Act 1970 (as amended), eligibility for a medical card is based primarily 
on means. The Act obliges the HSE to assess whether a person is unable, without undue hard-
ship, to arrange general practitioner services for himself or herself and his or her family, having 
regard to his or her overall financial position and reasonable expenditure. The issue of granting 
medical cards based on having a particular disease or illness was previously examined in 2014 
by the HSE Expert Panel on Medical Need and Medical Card Eligibility. The Group concluded 
that it was not feasible, desirable, nor ethically justifiable to list medical conditions in priority 
order for medical card eligibility. In following the Expert Group’s advice, a person’s means 
remains the main qualifier for a medical card.

However, every effort is made by the HSE, within the framework of the legislation, to sup-
port applicants in applying for a medical card and, in particular, to take full account of the dif-
ficult circumstances in the case of applicants who may be in excess of the income guidelines. 
The HSE may exercise discretion and grant a medical card, even though an applicant exceeds 
the income threshold where they face difficult financial circumstances, such as extra costs aris-
ing from, the social and medical impacts of an illness.

The Disability Allowance and Illness Benefit Schemes do not fall under the remit of my 
Department, however information on the scheme and how to apply can be found at www.gov.
ie/en/service/df6811-disability-allowance/ and www.gov.ie/en/service/ddf6e3-illness-benefit/ 

27/07/2021WRBBBB03400Disability Diagnoses

27/07/2021WRBBBB035001426. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Health the measures that are being 
put in place to remove the barriers for those seeking a diagnosis for autism spectrum condition 
which currently costs in excess of €800 per test; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39412/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRBBBB03700Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRBBBB038001427. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Health the status of the closure of 
indoor camps despite many camps running under guidelines issued for education in schools; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39577/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB039002606. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he can provide exact clarity 
in relation to the running of summer camps for children, both indoors and outdoors and summer 
classes for children, both indoors and outdoors (details supplied); if they are allowed to be run; 
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the State body providing advice on this for parents and guardians and those running the classes 
and camps; the State body assigned to monitor compliance; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [38355/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB040002760. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health the status of indoor summer 
camps and indoor summer activities; if they can take place or not under Covid-19 regulations; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39031/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB041002779. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health if summer camps can resume in 
summer 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39110/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB042002823. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health when children’s sum-
mer camps can reopen; if they are permitted; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39294/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB043003026. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the plans in place for 
the summer months to facilitate the provision of summer camps for children both indoors and 
outdoors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40014/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB044003091. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health when operators in the summer 
camp sector will be permitted to run their businesses again; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40239/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1427, 
2606, 2760, 2779, 2823, 3026 and 3091 together.

As the Deputies will be aware, on 29 June, Government announced the next phase of re-
opening the economy and society in line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status. 

Disease incidence has increased rapidly in recent weeks, especially among those who are 
not yet fully protected through vaccination and the outlook for the coming weeks is very un-
certain. 

Summer camps should adhere to public health measures on organised indoor and outdoor 
activities as appropriate, applying at the time. At present, that means that outdoor camps can 
go ahead, but indoor camps are not permitted as they would involve significant indoor social 
mixing of households. Details of public health measures can be found online: www.gov.ie/en/
press-release/7894b-post-cabinet-statement-resilience-and-recovery-the-path-ahead/ 

As the Deputies will appreciate, there is no Government Department with specific respon-
sibility for summer camps. However, guidance is provided by a range of Government Depart-
ments for relevant activities that come within their remit e.g. guidance for sports activities and 
activity providers, which would also be applicable to summer camps.

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines.
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27/07/2021WRBBBB04600Registration of Births

27/07/2021WRBBBB047001428. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of applications re-
ceived by the HSE civil registration service for new birth registrations from January 2021 to 
date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33175/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB048001429. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health when the civil registration service 
will reopen for walk-in services in County Wicklow; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33176/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB049001430. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the length of time applications are 
currently taking to process by the civil registration service for new birth registrations at present; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33177/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB050001431. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of applications that 
have been received by the civil registration service and that are currently awaiting processing 
for the period January 2021 to date by month in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33178/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB051001435. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if an alternative means of 
contacting the HSE Civil Registration Office in order to register a birth can be made available 
until such time as full services are restored; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33213/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1428 
to 1431, inclusive, and 1435 together.

 I wish to advise the Deputy that birth registration matters are for the Department of Social 
Protection. 

  Question No. 1429 answered with Question No. 1428.

  Question No. 1430 answered with Question No. 1428.

  Question No. 1431 answered with Question No. 1428.

27/07/2021WRBBBB05600Disability Services

27/07/2021WRBBBB057001432. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health if his Department has re-
ceived a report on the pilot personalised budget for persons with a disability; and if this is a 
measure which he would like to see expanded. [33181/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The report of 
the Task Force on Personalised Budgets was launched by Minister McGrath in July 2018. The 
report set out how personalised budgets could work as a funding mechanism for people with a 
disability. 

Personalised budgets can help to provide people with disabilities with greater choice and 
control over the services and supports they receive. 

The Task Force reviewed national and international research and consulted with service us-
ers and their families. They recommended that the Department of Health, with the HSE, should 
establish a pilot project to test the delivery of personalised budgets -  the aim being to identify 
the best approach to roll-out personalised budgets following this pilot phase.
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Funding can be spent on specific personal supports funded by the HSE such as employing 
your own support worker or having support staff at a time you choose. These supports will be 
agreed and identified in a personal support plan for each participant. The funding is allocated 
by the HSE.

Funding cannot be spent on informal care from a partner or close relative or to pay for 
supports that would normally be provided by another Government Department or Statutory 
Agency, e.g. housing.

The Personalised Budget pilot is open to adults with a disability that are currently in receipt 
of HSE funded services. This included appropriate school leavers in 2019 and 2020. 

It is hoped that the pilot will have up to 180 participants over two phases who access day 
services, residential services, respite services, rehabilitative training and personal assistance.

Some other variables that the HSE are also considering in relation to the sample of partici-
pants include types of disability, complexity of need, CHO and type of funding models.

In order to take part in the pilot, participants submitted an expression of interest. Expres-
sions of interest for phase 2 closed in September 2020 and the HSE received 136 applications. 
Due to COVID-19 there was a pause in processing applications, so applications are still being 
processed.

There are currently 55 participants in the various stages of the pilot. This means that the 
pilot is running behind schedule. This is due to the COVID-19 pandemic, which resulted in the 
closure of services, and then the knock-on effect that this has had in making it difficult to recruit 
staff for the HSE team. The current restrictions are negatively impacting with the HSE’s ability 
to meet with individuals and progress. 

The Personalised Budget Office continues to embed the option of Personalised Budgets in 
each CHO through regular linking with Disability Managers and Day Opportunity Co-ordina-
tors, to offer advice and problem solving for participants.

In November 2020, I approved an extension to the pilot project until June 2022. This will 
facilitate applicant participation of 12 months minimum and allow time for a robust evaluation 
to be completed thereafter. 

27/07/2021WRBBBB05900Hospital Trusts

27/07/2021WRBBBB060001433. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health the category of St. Vincent’s 
University Hospital under the Health Act 2004; and if there have been changes in such categori-
sation since 1 January 2016. [33198/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB061001434. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health the funding arrangements under 
which St. Vincent’s University Hospital receives funds from the HSE; and if there have been 
changes in such funding arrangements since 1 January 2016. [33199/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1433 
and 1434 together.

As these Parliamentary Question relate to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
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the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 1434 answered with Question No. 1433.

  Question No. 1435 answered with Question No. 1428.

27/07/2021WRBBBB06500Care Services

27/07/2021WRBBBB066001436. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) cannot obtain funding for full-time care for their special needs. [33231/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB06700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRBBBB06800Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRBBBB069001437. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the work being carried 
to secure funding at source for medication produced by a company (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33286/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB070001438. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health when medication pro-
duced by a company (details supplied) will be funded at source; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33287/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB071001458. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Health if he has given consider-
ation to introducing a scheme to cover the upfront costs of a medication manufactured by a 
company (details supplied) for patients in order to alleviate the financial pressures on families; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33458/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB072001895. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the status of upfront funding 
of drugs manufactured by a company (details supplied). [35774/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB073001896. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the work he has undertaken on 
securing upfront funding of drugs manufactured by a company (details supplied). [35775/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB07400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1437, 
1438, 1458, 1895 and 1896 together.

The Dutch authorities will not allow the commercial export of oil-based cannabis products 
to pharmacies or wholesalers. Representations were made to the Dutch authorities about hav-
ing the products exported to Ireland to facilitate their inclusion in the Access Programme if the 
producers wished to do so. The Dutch authorities replied that magistral preparations may only 
be provided directly to patients or their representative on the basis of a prescription, presented 
for dispensing.
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Since April 2020 owing to the travel restrictions and quarantine requirements the Depart-
ment of Health has been collecting patients prescribed products and delivering them to Irish 
patient’s homes, collections occur approximately every four weeks. In December 2020 I an-
nounced this scheme would be made permanent. 

Owing to the restrictions the manufacturers of the Dutch products are not in a position to 
apply to the Health Products Regulatory Authority to have the products included in the Access 
Programme and treated in the same manner as the products included in the Access Programme.

It was a requirement for patients or their families to pay the dispensing pharmacy in the 
Netherlands and a reimbursement application can subsequently be made to the Primary Care 
Reimbursement Service in the HSE.

I was aware that this placed financial burden on those patients and families. I asked officials 
in my Department to find a solution that ensured patients were not left out of pocket for any 
period of time. Officials in my Department and in the HSE worked tirelessly to come up with a 
solution to this issue.

On 19 July I announced that the refund system for eligible patients who obtain their pre-
scribed cannabis-based products from the Netherlands will be replaced by a direct payment 
system.

The HSE will be contacting eligible patients and their families directly.

Eligible patients are those suffering from one of these three stated conditions:

- Spasticity associated with multiple sclerosis resistant to all standard therapies and inter-
ventions whilst under expert medical supervision 

- Intractable nausea and vomiting associated with chemotherapy, despite the use of standard 
anti-emetic regimes whilst under expert medical supervision 

- Severe, refractory (treatment-resistant) epilepsy that has failed to respond to standard an-
ticonvulsant medications whilst under expert medical supervision.

  Question No. 1438 answered with Question No. 1437.

27/07/2021WRBBBB07600Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRBBBB077001439. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Health the provisions being made 
within his Department in regard to an updated and appropriate dental treatment scheme; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [33288/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB078001631. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health his plans to address the 
crisis in the dental treatment services scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34523/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB079001889. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the difficulties that many persons have in trying to access dental treatment given that a large 
number of independent dental practices have withdrawn from the dental treatment scheme in 
County Wicklow over the past number of years; if the HSE is currently in discussions with in-
dependent dental practices in order to get more practices to sign up to the scheme; if progress 
has been made in this area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35712/21]
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27/07/2021WRBBBB08000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1439, 
1631 and 1889 together.

The Dental Treatment Services Scheme (DTSS) provides dental care, free of charge to med-
ical card holders aged 16 and over. These services are provided by independent dental practitio-
ners who have a contract with the HSE. Patients may choose to have their treatment undertaken 
by any dentist who participates in the Scheme.

I am aware that there has been a reduction in the numbers of dentists participating in the 
DTSS since the beginning of the current COVID-19 pandemic and that some patients are expe-
riencing delays in accessing care due to a backlog of treatment during lockdown, along with a 
reduction in capacity in dental practices since the introduction of Covid-19 Infection Prevention 
Controls. 

For dentists opting to leave the Scheme, I would expect due process to be followed, in par-
ticular regarding an appropriate period of notice.  I would also expect dentists to continue to 
honour their ethical and contractual obligations to patients during the notice withdrawal period, 
to either provide a service or to ensure that patients are referred to another dentist who will pro-
vide a service. I have been assured by the HSE that their local services on the ground will assist 
any persons who are experiencing problems in accessing a service.

The national approach to future oral health service provision will be informed by Smile agus 
Sláinte, the National Oral Health Policy, which was published in 2019. The aim of the policy is 
to develop a model of care that will enable preventative approaches to be prioritised, improve 
access, and support interventions appropriate to current and future oral health needs.

I am committed to ensuring the sustainability and viability of the DTSS, which will need 
to be revised to align it with modern evidence and with the National Oral Health Policy. There 
was an intention to commence a review of the DTSS contract last year. Unfortunately, due to 
the pandemic, this was not possible.

Officials in my Department and from the HSE are currently engaging with the Irish Dental 
Association on matters relating to the provision of services under the Dental Treatment Services 
Scheme.

27/07/2021WRBBBB08100Primary Medical Certificates

27/07/2021WRBBBB082001440. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when a primary medical certifi-
cate application will be approved for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33289/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB08300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the Health Service Executive 
(HSE).  However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to 
access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which 
has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems.  The disruption to service is on-going 
and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and to resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point. 
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27/07/2021WRBBBB08400Assisted Human Reproduction

27/07/2021WRBBBB085001441. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health when the assisted human repro-
duction Bill will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33306/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB086001669. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the drafting status of the As-
sisted Human Reproduction Bill; when it will be advanced; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34883/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB08700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1441 
and 1669 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, drafting of a bill on assisted human reproduction (AHR) and 
associated areas of research is ongoing by officials in my Department, in conjunction with 
the Office of the Attorney General. This comprehensive and far-reaching piece of legislation 
encompasses the regulation, for the first time in Ireland, of a wide range of practices, includ-
ing: gamete (sperm or egg) and embryo donation for AHR and research; domestic surrogacy; 
pre-implantation genetic diagnosis (PGD) of embryos; posthumous assisted reproduction; and 
embryo and stem cell research. The legislation also provides for the establishment of an inde-
pendent regulatory authority for AHR.

I can assure the Deputy that publication of this legislation is a priority for my Department 
and the Government, and a commitment to enact this legislation is included in the Programme 
for Government, “Our Shared Future”. Officials in my Department and the Office of the At-
torney General continue to prioritise the drafting of this complex legislation and will engage 
intensively over the next few months to finalise the Bill. Overall, the provisions outlined within 
the Bill will ensure that AHR practices and related areas of research are conducted in a more 
consistent and standardised way and with the necessary oversight.

27/07/2021WRBBBB08800Interest Rates

27/07/2021WRBBBB089001442. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the State agencies, organisa-
tions or boards under the responsibility of his Department or that receive funding from his 
Department that have been charged interest for savings on deposit in Irish banks since nega-
tive interest rates were introduced; the amount of interest that has been charged to each State 
agency, organisation or board; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33305/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB09000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The information sought by the Deputy 
is not held by my Department. Contact details for these bodies are set out in the attached docu-
ment, should the Deputy wish to contact the aegis bodies directly with his query.

Aegis Bodies Aegis Bodies Contacts for compliance PQ
Dental Council info@dentalcouncil.ie 
Food Safety Authority of Ireland parliamentaryquestions@fsai.ie
Food Safety Promotion Board - Safefood parliamentary-questions@safefood.net
Health Information and Quality Authority info@hiqa.ie (general queries)concerns@

hiqa.ie (concerns about a health or social 
care service)mwhelan@hiqa.ie (head of 
communications and stakeholder engage-
ment)

Health Insurance Authority info@hia.ie
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Health Products Regulatory Authority pqsandbriefings@hpra.ie
Health Research Board hrb@hrb.ie ccronin@hrb.ie
Health Service Executive reps@hse.ie. oireachtas.pcrs@hse.ie(for 

medical card queries)
Health and Social Care Professionals Coun-
cil

oireachtasquery@coru.ie

Irish Blood Transfusion Service contactus@ibts.ie
Medical Council oireachtasqueries@mcirl.ie
Mental Health Commission pad@mhcirl.ie
National Cancer Registry Board oireachtasqueries@ncri.ie
National Paediatric Hospital Development 
Board

info@nph.ie

National Treatment Purchase Fund Board pq@ntpf.ie 
Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland oireachtas@nmbi.ie
Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland Council oireachtasqueries@psi.ie
Pre-Hospital Emergency Care Council director@phecc.ie
VHI Healthcare brighid.smyth@vhi.ie

27/07/2021WRBBBB09100Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRBBBB092001443. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health the arrangements in place to provide 
dental treatment of residents of nursing homes in CHO area 3 which covers counties Clare, 
Limerick and north County Tipperary; the advised pathway for patients to access dental treat-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33345/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBB09300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRCCCC00200Health Strategies

27/07/2021WRCCCC003001444. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Health if a public con-
sultation on the successor to the National Sexual Health Strategy is being undertaken by his 
Department; if so, the way interested stakeholders can make their views known on the National 
Sexual Health Strategy 2015-2020 in order to build on its implementation; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [33346/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCC00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The National 
Sexual Health Strategy, 2015-2020 was launched in October 2015.  It takes a life course ap-
proach, acknowledging the importance of developing a healthy attitude to sexuality in young 
people and of building on that foundation for positive sexual health and wellbeing into adult-
hood and older age.  It also recognises the importance of challenging stigma and discrimina-



27 July 2021

769

tion and creating positive cultural change to promote open communication about relationships, 
sexuality, and sexual health and wellbeing.

Current priority deliverables under the Strategy are HIV prevention, including the continued 
expansion of a Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) programme, which commenced in late 2019. 
Other key areas of work include expanding access to contraception, free of charge, through the 
National Condom Distribution Service; sexually transmitted infection (STI) services, progress-
ing a population survey on sexual health and improving sexual health education, training and 
resources, including in schools, higher and further education.

A mid-term review of the Sexual Health Strategy was commissioned by the HSE Sexual 
Health and Crisis Pregnancy Programme (SHCPP) and carried out in 2018 which outlines the 
progress made in the implementation of the strategy.  The key contributors to success high-
lighted in the report include the composition and expertise of the programme team, the cross 
functional approach (education, training, communications, funding, research, clinical) and the 
strong engagement and collaboration with stakeholders throughout all aspects of implementa-
tion of the strategy. 

A Mapping exercise and Needs Assessment of existing clinical sexual health services and 
laboratory services was also conducted, and a series of reports published in 2018. Following 
publication of the reports, two consultation workshops were hosted by the HSE Sexual Health 
& Crisis Pregnancy Programme (SHCPP) in May 2018. These workshops were held as a means 
of engaging key stakeholders with the findings from the needs assessment and the mapping 
exercise and to identify areas for action in relation to sexual health services in Ireland. These 
actions have informed the development of subsequent annual SHCPP business plans.

Given the breadth of the Strategy, its original aims and objectives will remain relevant 
beyond 2020. It has therefore been agreed with the SHCPP to extend the lifetime of the cur-
rent Strategy to the end of 2021. It was originally intended to review and refresh the Strategy 
in 2020, but this was postponed as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic. However, work on this 
review, led by the Department of Health, commenced in Q2, 2021.

The review process is currently underway; the initial phase consists of focus group meet-
ings with key stakeholders, including clinical and public health staff, the SHCPP team, those 
working in the STI clinics, the Education sector, the Department of Health and Women’s Health 
Taskforce, the research and academic sector, NGOs and organisations representing the LGBTI+ 
community. The views of stakeholders are being collated and the Strategy will be reviewed, in 
order to inform the future direction of the next iteration of the strategy. The terms of reference 
of the new Strategy will be determined following the conclusions of the review process, but will 
include current areas of work, which remain fully funded.

27/07/2021WRCCCC00500Health Services

27/07/2021WRCCCC006001445. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if matters raised by a person 
(details supplied) in respect of a club will receive a response; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33348/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCC00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to advise the Deputy that the 
issue raised in relation to clubs is a matter for the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gael-
tacht, Sport and Media.
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27/07/2021WRCCCC00800Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRCCCC009001446. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
raised in relation to vaccination (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [33349/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCC01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Digital COVID Certificate Regula-
tion is intended to facilitate people’s fundamental right to move and reside freely and help to 
support the lifting of restrictions currently in place in a coordinated manner within the EU.

As the Minister for Health, I am supporting the work of my Department in collaborating 
with relevant Departments under the leadership of the Department of Taoiseach to assist in the 
on-going implementation of the EU Digital COVID Certificates.

Arrangements for provision of vaccination certificates to persons not vaccinated in Ireland 
who received EMA approved vaccines will be considered once the initial roll-out is in place.

It should be noted that while the Regulation aims to facilitate free movement the EU Digi-
tal COVID Certificate is not a travel document and the possession of an EU Digital COVID 
Certificate will not be a precondition to exercise free movement rights. Travellers who do not 
have a Digital COVID Certificate can provide other verifiable forms of proof of vaccination, 
recovery, or a valid negative test under the current travel measures.

27/07/2021WRCCCC01100Disability Services

27/07/2021WRCCCC012001447. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health when the management teams 
will be in place for the roll-out of disability teams in County Galway; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33365/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCC01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCC01400Health Services

27/07/2021WRCCCC015001448. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of ex-
panding the health element of the Housing First programme to fully meet existing need; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [33371/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCC01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): Housing First 
is an initiative for homeless individuals, who have been sleeping rough and using emergency 
homeless accommodation on a long-term basis, with complex needs (including mental health 
and addiction needs) that have prevented them from exiting homelessness. The model offers 
the provision of immediate, permanent and affordable housing to tackle homelessness, and 
provides appropriate wraparound housing and health supports, and connections to community-
based supports, to ensure people maintain their housing and improve their overall health and 
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well-being.

Housing First initially existed across the Dublin region. In 2018 with the assistance of the 
Service Reform Fund, Housing First was expanded to include Galway, Limerick and Cork. In 
2019 the programme was further expanded to include the South-East region. 

The Housing First National Implementation Plan 2018–2021 is a collaboration between the 
Department of Health and Department of Housing, Local Government & Heritage. It includes a 
target of over 600 tenancies. I understand that over 50 per cent of those tenancies have already 
been delivered; and the success rate of the programme through housing sustainment is over 85 
per cent, which compares very favourably with the best outcomes achieved by Housing First 
internationally.

The Department of Health provides annual funding of €36 million to the HSE for the health 
services and supports for homeless people, which is an increase of €6 million since 2016. From 
this allocation, the HSE provides funding for health supports for those availing of tenancies 
through Housing First.

In Budget 2021, I secured €1m for health supports for more than 200 new tenancies under 
the Housing First programme. as part of an overall allocation of €3.8m for the addiction and 
health needs of people who are homeless. This funding will further expand Housing First into 
regional counties and enhance wrap-around health supports for Dublin Housing First tenancies 
that are not currently covered in the implementation plan. 

27/07/2021WRCCCC01700Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRCCCC018001449. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Health the reason that the 
number of nurses from the Philippines has been reduced due to the fact Ireland did not apply 
for an exemption from 5,000 to 10,000 nurses for Ireland given that the UK and Germany have 
been approved for the larger amount and that this is a matter of urgency as the Philippines may 
close off this source of nurses due to their own local needs. [33383/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCC01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to thank the Deputy for raising 
this important matter.

In early 2020, as a response to the Covid-19 pandemic the government of the Philippines 
introduced a ban on healthcare workers leaving the country. This ban was lifted in November 
2020, but a limit was placed on the number allowed to leave the Philippines to ensure that 
enough healthcare workers would remain at home to help in the fight against the pandemic. 
This amount was initially set at 5,000 in respect of healthcare workers. We understand from the 
Department of Foreign Affairs that this has been recently increased to 6,500. 

It should be noted that the process for applying for an exemption is challenging and requires 
complex negotiation. Ireland does not have an embassy in the Philippines at present but is in the 
process of opening one in Manila, it is hoped that this will be in place later in the year.

Officials from my Department are currently liaising with the Department of Foreign Affairs 
who are monitoring the situation. Officials are also seeking clarity from the HSE regarding the 
extent of the impact of this cap on workforce planning in our health service. When we have fur-
ther information on the matter a decision will be taken regarding what next steps are required.

27/07/2021WRCCCC02000EU Agreements
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27/07/2021WRCCCC021001450. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the status of Ireland’s ratifica-
tion with respect to the EU Convention for the protection of Human Rights and Dignity of the 
Human Being with regard to the Application of Biology and Medicine: Convention on Human 
Rights and Biomedicine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33386/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCC02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Council of Europe’s Convention 
on Human Rights and Biomedicine, also known as the Oviedo Convention, has been open for 
signature since 1997. It entered into force on 1 December 1999.

Ireland’s ratification of this Convention will require the specific articles and provisions 
therein to be examined in detail from the point of view of their compatibility with healthcare 
policy frameworks and Ireland’s existing and upcoming legislation. Work on these consider-
ations has commenced and will inform a recommendation to Government.

27/07/2021WRCCCC02300Research Funding

27/07/2021WRCCCC024001451. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if his Department has provided 
funding either directly or through the aegis of the HSE in each of the years 2015 to 2020 and 
to date in 2021, to any research facilities and or organisations involved in embryonic stem cell 
research; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33387/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCC02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Department of Health does not 
directly fund Health Research.

The HSE is also not a research funder and does not receive funds from the Department of 
Health for the purpose of funding research.  

The Health Research Board (HRB) is the organisation that receives funding from the De-
partment of Health for Health research and the HRB does not fund, and has not funded across 
the years 2015-2021, research involving embryonic stem cells. 

The position agreed between the HRB and the Department of Health over a decade ago is 
that until such time as a policy or regulatory framework is advanced in this area in Ireland - the 
HRB will not support any projects involving embryonic stem cells. This remains the case and 
the HRB include this in all call documents and in all eligibility checks.

27/07/2021WRCCCC02600Hepatitis C Incidence

27/07/2021WRCCCC027001452. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health if he plans to implement national 
hepatitis C treatment programmes into the Irish Prison Service as is set out in the HSE National 
Service Plan for 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33396/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCC02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE established a National Hepati-
tis C Treatment Programme (NHCTP) in 2015 and began the process of providing treatment for 
Hepatitis C using Directly Acting Antivirals (DAA’s) to patients prioritised according to clini-
cal need. The HSE in its National Service Plans has committed to the continued implementation 
of a multi annual public health plan for the therapeutic treatment of hepatitis C. The Programme 
is allocated funding of €25m each year by my Department.

The NHCTP aims to make hepatitis C a rare disease in Ireland by 2026 and to achieve the 
World Health Organisation goal of eliminating hepatitis C by 2030. Achieving this will require 
identification and treatment of the majority of chronically infected individuals in the commu-



27 July 2021

773

nity. In this regard, the NHCTP are currently engaged in a formal epidemiological study to 
determine prevalence and to facilitate informed decisions regarding screening.

With the outbreak of COVID-19, hepatitis C clinics were significantly impacted. However, 
clinics are returning to normal and the NHCTP is confident that the Programme is on target to 
make hepatitis C a rare disease in Ireland by 2026, and in alignment with the WHO goal, to 
fully eliminate the disease in Ireland by 2030. To ensure that these targets are met, the NHCTP 
has implemented the following:

1.  The Community Prescribing Project 

2.  The Irish Prison Service Treatment Programme 

3.  Extending the Seek and Treat Approach to people who are non-methadone dependant 

The National Hepatitis C Treatment Programme Strategy 2020-2026 is currently under con-
sideration by the Department. This refreshed strategy will set a clear direction for the further 
expansion of the programme.

27/07/2021WRCCCC02900Hepatitis C Incidence

27/07/2021WRCCCC030001453. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health if Ireland is still on target to reach 
the World Health Organisation goal of eliminating hepatitis C by 2030; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33397/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCC03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE established a National Hepati-
tis C Treatment Programme (NHCTP) in 2015 and began the process of providing treatment for 
Hepatitis C using Directly Acting Antivirals (DAA’s) to patients prioritised according to clini-
cal need. The HSE in its National Service Plans has committed to the continued implementation 
of a multi annual public health plan for the therapeutic treatment of hepatitis C. The Programme 
is allocated funding of €25m each year by my Department.

The NHCTP aims to make hepatitis C a rare disease in Ireland by 2026 and to achieve the 
World Health Organisation goal of eliminating hepatitis C by 2030. Achieving this will require 
identification and treatment of the majority of chronically infected individuals in the commu-
nity. In this regard, the NHCTP are currently engaged in a formal epidemiological study to 
determine prevalence and to facilitate informed decisions regarding screening. 

With the outbreak of COVID-19, hepatitis C clinics were significantly impacted. However, 
clinics are returning to normal and the NHCTP is confident that the Programme is on target to 
make hepatitis C a rare disease in Ireland by 2026, and in alignment with the WHO goal, to 
fully eliminate the disease in Ireland by 2030. To ensure that these targets are met, the NHCTP 
has implemented the following: 

1.  The Community Prescribing Project 

2.  The Irish Prison Service Treatment Programme 

3.  Extending the Seek and Treat Approach to people who are non-methadone dependant 

The National Hepatitis C Treatment Programme Strategy 2020-2026 is currently under con-
sideration by the Department. This refreshed strategy will set a clear direction for the further 
expansion of the programme.
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27/07/2021WRCCCC03200Health Services

27/07/2021WRCCCC033001454. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Health the facilities that are provided 
by and supported by the HSE for those with dementia in County Wexford. [33419/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCC03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCC03500Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRCCCC036001455. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 1060 of 28 April 2021, the length of time each of the posts in both CAMHS ser-
vices in County Wexford have been vacant; the estimated timeframe for filling these positions; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [33420/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCC03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCC03800Health Service Executive

27/07/2021WRCCCC039001456. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health if the European Health Card 
can have its life extended in view of the inability to renew due to the cyber-attack. [33428/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCC04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I am informed by the HSE that the 
EHIC system has been fully operational since Friday 9th July 2021 and that applicants are re-
ceiving their cards in the post 4 to 5 days later.  In the event that a card does not arrive a person 
may contact the HSE’s EU Regulation office and they will be issued with a ‘Temporary Certifi-
cate’ so the person had a valid document for their travel.  Contact details for the EU Regulations 
National Office are as follows:  EU Regulations Office, HSE, North West Wing, St. Joseph’s 
Health Campus, Mulgrave Street, Limerick. Email: euregulations@hse.ie.     

I am also informed by the HSE that arrangements were put in place following the cyber-
attack to ensure that no person would be prevented from receiving treatment as per terms of the 
EHIC.  When the cyber-attack occurred the HSE informed every EU State of the difficulties 
being encountered.  Furthermore, to ensure no person went without treatment, if a person who 
had entitlement to an Irish issued EHIC presented for treatment, the State in which treatment 
was being requested had both a phone contact and email address for the HSE’s EU Regulations 
National Office who could confirm if the person had entitlement.  I am also informed that any 
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person who sought an EHIC when the HSE’s systems were down and who contacted a local 
HSE office was provided with EU Regulations National Office email address so if they travelled 
abroad and required treatment per terms of the EHIC they could contact the office and they 
would liaise with the treating hospital to ensure treatment was provided.

27/07/2021WRCCCC04100Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRCCCC042001457. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health if he has considered extend-
ing the role of HIQA to investigate individual complaints. [33432/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCC04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Department of Health is progress-
ing the development of a policy to ultimately underpin a legislative scheme, regarding how 
clinical complaints and patient safety incidents are addressed in both public and private health 
and social care settings, placing the needs of patients and families at the centre of these pro-
cesses.

The Department has commenced a range of work to inform this policy and better ascertain 
what patients, families and healthcare workers need from any reform of such processes. This 
work will incorporate a Programme for Government 2020 commitment to expand the remit of 
the Office of the Ombudsman to consider clinical decisions in health and social care complaints. 

Background

The Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) is an independent authority estab-
lished to drive high-quality and safe care for people using our health and social care services in 
Ireland. HIQA’s role is to develop standards, inspect and review health and social care services 
and support informed decisions on how services are delivered. HIQA’s role includes monitoring 
the safety and quality of health services and investigating as necessary serious concerns about 
the health and welfare of people who use these services.

HIQA does not investigate individual complaints, however the Department understands 
from HIQA that concerns it receives are used to inform its inspection and monitoring processes, 
informing the risk profile for the service and where appropriate are passed on to the relevant 
bodies.

Under the Health Act 2007, HIQA is responsible for developing standards for the quality 
and safety of healthcare services and for monitoring compliance with those standards. Under 
the Act, HIQA also has responsibility to investigate the safety, quality and standards of health-
care services if it believes that there is a serious risk to the health and welfare of patients.

Persons who have an individual complaint about a service can do this by contacting the 
person in charge of delivering the service or a complaints officer within the service.  

Detailed information on how to make a complaint or give feedback about health and social 
care services in Ireland can be found at www.healthcomplaints.ie. This service has been devel-
oped for people who use health and social care services in Ireland, as well as for their families, 
care-givers and advocates. The HSE has an established mechanism to enable the making of a 
complaint through the Your Service, Your Say process. In addition, the Ombudsman also has a 
role in the investigation of individual complaints, as do professional regulatory bodies such as 
the Medical Council and the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland. The appropriate pathway 
for making a complaint is dependent on the particular issue of concern.

  Question No. 1458 answered with Question No. 1437.
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27/07/2021WRCCCC04500Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRCCCC046001459. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Health the waiting times for physio-
therapy appointments at Louth County Hospital from January to June 2021 and January to June 
2020 inclusive; the number of physiotherapists working at the hospital for the same months in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33459/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCC04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCC04800Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRCCCC049001460. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Health the public health policy re-
garding many expectant mothers who continue to be separated from their partners during pre-
natal appointments and early stages of labour; the measures he has undertaken to ensure that 
HSE public hospital management observe comments and instruction from his Department and 
the HSE clinical director in relaxing these restrictions; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33460/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCC05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCC05100Animal Welfare

27/07/2021WRCCCC052001461. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health his views on whether the Gov-
ernment has the competence under EU law to ban animal testing in Ireland; and if introducing 
such a ban will be considered. [33461/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCC053001665. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health if Ireland could independently 
ban the use of animals in experiments for both medical and non-medical research; if not, if the 
ruling has to come from the EU; and the way licensing and subsequent approval or refusal of 
an experiment would work in a case in which the EU deems it acceptable but Ireland does not. 
[34469/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCC05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1461 
and 1665 together.

In accordance with EU Directive 2010/63/EC each Member State must have a competent 
authority for the purposes of granting or refusing the authorisation of animal studies. In Ireland 
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this function is carried out by the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA). 

Each Member State grants or refuses authorisation for animal studies independently of deci-
sions taken in other Member States.

The HPRA exercises its functions in accordance with the above European legislation. This 
precludes that animal studies are banned outright; rather animal studies can only take place 
where there are no suitable non-animal alternatives available. 

27/07/2021WRCCCC05500General Practitioner Services

27/07/2021WRCCCC056001462. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Health if he will investigate the 
case of a child (details supplied) who is still awaiting provision of a free general practitioner 
card and assist the family who are unable to access free general practitioner services as a result. 
[33478/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCC05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): This matter has been raised with the 
HSE who have confirmed that the child concerned is registered with a medical card.

27/07/2021WRCCCC05800Health Services

27/07/2021WRCCCC059001463. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if he has the remit and author-
ity to instruct or compel the 19 maternity units to comply with easing restrictions that currently 
prevent a woman from having a partner of her choice with them at all antenatal appointments 
including all scans and throughout the full duration of her labour and birth; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [33479/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCC06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCC06100Health Services

27/07/2021WRCCCC062001464. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the reason for appointing a 
person (details supplied) to a position advising on public nutrition; the number of other candi-
dates that were in the running; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33480/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCC06300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The British-Irish Agreement Act, 1999 
provides for Safefood to have both an Advisory Board and an Advisory Committee.  

  Safefood Advisory Committee (SAC) members are selected by Safefood following a pub-
licly advertised invitation for expressions of interest from suitably qualified professionals. 52 
expressions of interest were received for membership in the current SAC and 12 applicants 
were selected.  
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The role of the SAC is advisory.  It meets on average twice a year and provides expert ad-
vice to Safefood when it considers new and emerging issues on food safety, healthy eating, and 
on strategic and cost-effective communications mechanisms for fostering positive change in 
these areas.      

  Safefood developed a code of practice for SAC members and procedures for conflict of 
interest is included. Appointees must disclose any information or personal connections which, 
if appointed, could lead to a real or perceived conflict of interest.  Members must highlight any 
potential for such conflict and step back from any discussions on those issues  

SAC members act in a voluntary capacity and are there to bring their expertise to topics 
for discussion.  Safefood advises that all SACs appointed to date have included food industry 
representatives.

27/07/2021WRCCCC06400Health Services

27/07/2021WRCCCC065001465. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if a uniform best practice-
based approach to women having full access to a partner will be implemented and enforced 
across all HSE maternity units; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33481/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCC06600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCC06700Health Services

27/07/2021WRCCCC068001466. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the specific grounds identi-
fied by his Department and the HSE on which a maternity unit is exempt from lifting partner re-
strictions for maternity service users; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33482/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCC06900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCC07000Covid-19 Tests

27/07/2021WRCCCC071001467. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if consideration will 
be given to extend free PCR tests for the children of fully vaccinated parents travelling to visit 
family after 19 July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33483/21]
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27/07/2021WRCCCC07200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): COVID-19 tests for the purposes of 
travel, both to and from the State, can be sourced via private testing providers, in order to pre-
serve the testing capacity of the HSE for priority groups and public health screening. 

Under S.I. 135 of 2021, which lays out the new travel measures in place since 19th July, 
children under the age of 12 travelling to Ireland are not required to show evidence of a negative 
RT-PCR test result upon arrival to Ireland. An exemption can be declared for children under the 
age of 12 on the new enhanced Passenger Locator Form prior to departure.

Children between the ages of 12 and 17 will be required to have a negative RT-PCR test 
taken within 72 hours prior to arrival to travel into the country, unless they have valid proof of 
vaccination or recovery. 

International travel policy is kept under continuous consideration informed by the interna-
tional epidemiological situation and public health advice.

27/07/2021WRCCCC07300Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRCCCC074001468. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the number of per-
sons allowed to attend official meetings of sporting organisations under current restrictions; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [33484/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCC07500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, on 29 
June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and society in line with 
Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead. 

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme and the position had been broadly stable over the earlier part of June, the prevalence of 
the more transmissible Delta variant is rapidly increasing in Ireland and this poses a significant 
risk, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated. For this reason, a number of higher 
risk indoor activities will not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the implementation of 
a system to verify vaccination or immunity status. 

At present organised indoor events are not permitted. Indoor meetings for work purposes 
must take place under the guidance of the Work Safely Protocol which can be found online en-
terprise.gov.ie/en/Publications/Publication-files/Work-Safely-Protocol.pdf 

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines.

27/07/2021WRDDDD00200Health Services

27/07/2021WRDDDD003001469. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the specific grounds identi-
fied by his Department and the HSE including but not exclusive to the Covid-19 pandemic on 
which a maternity unit is justified in implementing partner restrictions for maternity service 
users; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33485/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
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advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT 
systems.  The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.  Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRDDDD00500Health Services

27/07/2021WRDDDD006001470. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if the right of women to have 
a partner present with them during antenatal appointments and birth in hospitals may continue 
to be restricted on the basis that there has been a failure to invest in expanding services and 
infrastructure (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33486/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Maternity Strategy, pub-
lished in 2016, aims to ensure that appropriate care pathways are in place in order that mothers, 
babies, and families get the right care, at the right time, from the right team and in the right 
place. €9.65m in new development funding was allocated to the Strategy during the period 
2016-2020, with further very significant investment of €7.317m provided in Budget 2021 to 
ensure a renewed impetus to the Strategy’s implementation.

In relation to capital funding, the 2020 HIQA report “Overview report of HIQA’s monitor-
ing programme against the National Standards for Safer Better Maternity Services” recom-
mended that the HSE conduct a review of the infrastructural deficits of each of our maternity 
services. The HSE has advised that it is preparing a plan in response to the recommendations of 
the HIQA report, including that related to hospital infrastructure. However, it should be noted 
that this process has been very significantly delayed as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic and 
the recent cyber-attack on the HSE IT systems.

With regard to Covid related restrictions in maternity services, as this is an operational is-
sue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is 
currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent 
cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to 
service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal 
services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position 
to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at 
that point.

27/07/2021WRDDDD00800Health Services

27/07/2021WRDDDD009001471. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if the rights of women to a 
partner may continue to be restricted on the basis that the national maternity strategy has not 
been implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33498/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
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Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRDDDD01100Health Services

27/07/2021WRDDDD012001472. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if restrictions to partners of 
pregnant women visiting them in hospital will continue given that a unit is understaffed or for 
other non-Covid-19 related reasons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33499/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRDDDD01400Abortion Services

27/07/2021WRDDDD015001473. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of practitioners 
offering termination of pregnancy services by county in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [33526/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As of 28 July 2021, 401 GPs have signed 
a contract to provide termination of pregnancy services. There is good geographic spread of 
GPs throughout the country providing the service.  It is open to all GPs to sign up to a contract 
to provide this service. A breakdown of GP providers on a county basis is not available.

Under section 20 (1) of the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018, a 
notification of each termination of pregnancy carried out under the legislation must be notified 
to the Minister for Health within 28 days of it being carried out. The following information is 
notified to the Minister: 

- Medical Council registration number of the medical practitioner who carried out the ter-
mination of pregnancy; 

- The section of the Act under which the termination was carried out, i.e., section 9, 10, 11 
or 12; 

- Medical Council registration number(s) of the medical practitioner(s) who made the cer-
tification concerned; 

- The county of residence, or place of residence (where the woman resides outside of the 
State) of the woman concerned; 

- The date on which the termination of pregnancy was carried out.

No other information is notified to the Minister.

Section 20 of the Act also requires the Minister for Health to prepare a report on the notifi-
cations received during the immediately preceding year not later than 30 June in each year and 
to lay it before the Houses of the Oireachtas. The Annual Report on terminations of pregnancy 
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carried out in 2020 is available on the Department of Health’s website.

27/07/2021WRDDDD01700Cannabis for Medicinal Use

27/07/2021WRDDDD018001474. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he has considered the ad-
dition of chronic pain to the medicinal cannabis access programme; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33527/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Products Regulatory Au-
thority’s “Cannabis for Medical Review Use – A Scientific Review” advised that treatment with 
cannabis is only permitted under a controlled access programme for the treatment of patients 
with;

a. Spasticity associated with multiple sclerosis resistant to all standard therapies and inter-
ventions whilst under expert medical supervision;

b. Intractable nausea and vomiting associated with chemotherapy, despite the use of stan-
dard anti-emetic regimes whilst under expert medical supervision;

c. Severe, refractory (treatment-resistant) epilepsy that has failed to respond to standard 
anticonvulsant medications whilst under expert medical supervision.

The HPRA did not consider that the available evidence supported the use of cannabis in 
other medical conditions.

Subsequently the Minister for Health established an Expert Reference Group to advise on 
the development of a Medical Cannabis Access Programme. This Group developed detailed 
Clinical Guidelines for the MCAP to be followed by clinicians, which contained inter alia 
guidance on  ingredient combinations that are recommended for each of the three indications 
included in the MCAP

On 15th July I announced that the MCAP was now open for medical consultants to make 
an application for themselves and their patients to be registered for the programme. The pro-
gramme will operate on a five-year pilot basis with a centralised data collection point and regu-
lar reports to the Department of Health. This information will provide data on the medical use 
of cannabis and the supply needs in Ireland.

27/07/2021WRDDDD02000Tribunals of Inquiry

27/07/2021WRDDDD021001475. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of claims which 
have been made to the CervicalCheck tribunal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33528/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD022002270. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of claims submit-
ted to the CervicalCheck tribunal; the number from the High Court; the number of new claims; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37200/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD023002278. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of claims currently 
before the CervicalCheck tribunal. [37222/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD02400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1475, 
2270 and 2278 together.
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The CervicalCheck Tribunal was established on 27 October 2020 under the CervicalCheck 
Tribunal Act 2019. Establishment of the Tribunal was finalised with the appointment of the 
nominated members to the Tribunal with effect from 1 December 2020.

The Tribunal has indicated to my Department that it has received eight claims. The claims 
received are a combination of new claims i.e. claims that were not the subject of proceedings 
before the High Court, and claims transferred from the High Court. I am advised that there has 
been further interest expressed in using the Tribunal, and it is anticipated that additional claims 
will be received.

The Tribunal is the most appropriate venue to hear and determine CervicalCheck claims. It 
has been specifically designed for that purpose. It is, of course, entirely up to eligible women 
as to whether or not they use it.

27/07/2021WRDDDD02500Abortion Services

27/07/2021WRDDDD026001476. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of pregnancy 
terminations for each year since the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 
was commenced by county in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33529/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD027001477. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of pregnancy 
terminations sought and their status for each year since the Health (Regulation of Termination 
of Pregnancy) Act 2018 was commenced in tabular form; the number of terminations for which 
the patient had to seek services beyond their county by county in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33530/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1476 
and 1477 together.

Under section 20 (1) of the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018, a 
notification of each termination of pregnancy carried out under the legislation must be notified 
to the Minister for Health within 28 days of it being carried out. 

The notifications are recorded on the form entitled “Health (Regulation of Termination 
of Pregnancy) Act 2018 (Notifications) Regulations 2018” (Statutory Instrument No. 597 of 
2018). The following information is included in the form:

- Medical Council registration number of the medical practitioner who carried out the ter-
mination of pregnancy; 

- The section of the Act under which the termination was carried out, i.e., section 9, 10, 11 
or 12;

- Medical Council registration number(s) of the medical practitioner(s) who made the cer-
tification concerned; 

- The county of residence, or place of residence (where the woman resides outside of the 
State) of the woman concerned; 

- The date on which the termination of pregnancy was carried out.

No other information is notified to the Minister.
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Section 20 of the Act also requires the Minister to prepare a report on the notifications re-
ceived during the immediately preceding year not later than 30 June in each year and to lay it 
before the Houses of the Oireachtas. The Annual Reports on terminations of pregnancy carried 
out in 2019 and 2020 are available on the Department of Health’s website.

  Question No. 1477 answered with Question No. 1476.

27/07/2021WRDDDD03000Health Strategies

27/07/2021WRDDDD031001478. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health when the review of the Na-
tional Rare Disease Plan 2014-2018 will be published; if a successor policy will be published; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33531/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): A National Rare Disease Plan for Ire-
land (2014 – 2018) was launched by the Minister for Health in July 2014. This is a generic 
policy framework for rare diseases. The scope of the plan is broad given that there are approxi-
mately 8,000 rare diseases affecting millions of EU citizens; and consequently, there can be a 
dearth of expertise and knowledge about some rare diseases, simply because they are so rare.

Many of the major recommendations of the plan have already been implemented including 
the establishment of a HSE National Clinical Programme for Rare Diseases and a Rare Disease 
Office.  Building on this progress, themes for inclusion in a roadmap for the coming period were 
agreed, with the Rare Disease Task Force, which comprises the main rare disease advocacy 
groups; Rare Disease Ireland (RDI), the Medical Research Charities Group (MRCP), and  the 
Irish Platform for Patient Organisations, Science and Industry (IPPPOSI). 

In late 2020, the National Clinical Programme for Rare Diseases was operationalised and 
incorporated into the National Rare Disease Office. So, from 01 September 2020, the NRDO 
became the main contact point and driver for national HSE rare disease projects and initiatives. 
The work of the NRDO is overseen and governed by HSE Acute Operations under the gover-
nance of the Office of the Chief Clinical Officer, where the National Rare Disease Plan is firmly 
embedded.

Meetings to ensure that the input and the voice of the patient is represented in the ongoing 
work in relation to Rare Diseases, took place at regular intervals with the Rare Disease Task 
Force, the HSE National Clinical Programme for Rare Diseases and the Rare Disease Office.  
Continuing this practice, earlier this year (2021) I met with the HSE, The NRDO and The Rare 
Disease Taskforce and a very fruitful discussion was held regarding priority areas for the future 
in order to build on the significant progress made to date in implementing the Rare Disease Plan. 
A number, of key themes for inclusion in a roadmap for the coming period have been agreed.

27/07/2021WRDDDD03300Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRDDDD034001479. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health when the review of the HSE 
drug reimbursement process will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33532/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Following a tender by the Office of 
Government Procurement, Mazars  conducted a review of the governance structures around the 
HSE’s drug reimbursement process. The report was submitted to my Department in  January 
2020.
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The review made recommendations in respect of the  HSE’s systems, structures, processes, 
governance arrangements and use of specialist resources in respect of the drug reimbursement 
process.

The report was under consideration by officials earlier last year, however  the focus of the 
Department of Health changed to the immediate public  health considerations of the COVID-19 
pandemic and the preservation of life. This meant that this work stream was temporarily sus-
pended to  reallocate resources to support essential services.

My Department aims to complete its consideration of the report’s recommendations in the 
near future.

27/07/2021WRDDDD03600Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRDDDD037001480. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if access for nursing homes 
to the temporary assistance payment scheme will be extended; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33533/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Temporary 
Assistance Payment Scheme (TAPS) was established in April 2020 as a temporary administra-
tive measure in response to the challenges faced by the nursing home sector at the start of the 
pandemic. As the pandemic continued, additional support measures for private and voluntary 
nursing homes have been delivered through the Health Service Executive (HSE).

As of 26 July 2021, 7,956 claims had been submitted as part of the Scheme. In total, €134.5 
million has been made available under TAPS between 2020 and 2021.

Due to the ongoing high level of risk associated with COVID-19 during this period, the 
Department of Health extended the scheme twice, far beyond the originally planned timescale 
of three months. The further extension of the scheme was outlined in the Government’s Plan 
‘Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living with COVID-19’, published in Septem-
ber 2020. This provided assurance of the Scheme’s availability and a planned timeframe of 
operation to the end of June 2021.

The cessation of TAPS at the end of June, as planned and previously announced, was com-
municated with all relevant stakeholders, including Nursing Homes Ireland – the national rep-
resentative body for the private and voluntary nursing home sector.

There has been a marked improvement in the status of the virus in nursing homes due to the 
roll-out of the National Vaccination Programme – COVID-19 cases and outbreaks in nursing 
homes are now at a very low level compared with the first quarter of the year and, overall, the 
epidemiological situation is very positive. It is the Department’s understanding that currently 
there is one open outbreak in a nursing home.

(Please note that the cyber-attack on the HSE on 14 May 2021 has prevented the routine 
notification of cases, associated deaths and outbreaks of COVID-19 to the Computerised Infec-
tious Disease Reporting (CIDR) system. As an interim measure, provisional epidemiological 
reports are being prepared but have not undergone the data validation procedures undertaken 
through CIDR. For this reason, data continues to be provisional at this time.)

The Scheme has fulfilled its temporary purpose of providing financial support to nursing 
homes to address COVID-19. Although the risk is greatly reduced, it has not been completely 
eliminated, therefore the outbreak assistance element of the Scheme will continue to be avail-
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able to nursing homes until the end of 2021. Availability of outbreak assistance is subject to the 
overall sanctioned amount of €42m for 2021.

The substantial package of non-financial supports outlined below will continue to be pro-
vided for the time being:

- Provision of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). The continued supply of PPE is a key 
support mechanism and will be provided in line with clinical and public health recommenda-
tions;

- The COVID-19 Response Teams established to support Public Health Outbreak teams 
covering all residential services as well as home support settings. All stakeholders, includ-
ing the COVID-19 Nursing Homes Expert Panel, have highlighted the significant contribution 
these new teams have made to supporting nursing homes throughout the pandemic;

- The HSE Temporary Accommodation Scheme;

- HSE training and development resources, including the opening up of HSeLanD to private 
and voluntary providers.

- IPC support and advice;

- The substantial suite of publicly available guidance developed to support the sector.

These measures and supports reflect a significant investment by the State to support nursing 
homes and other services such as the COVID-19 Response Teams, and are a clear signal of the 
work that is ongoing to integrate the wider health system.

It is also important to reflect that all nursing homes, as registered providers with HIQA, 
have well-established obligations under the legal framework in terms of the delivery of safe 
care to residents. Nursing homes are required, by law, to ensure that procedures consistent with 
the standards for the prevention and control of healthcare-associated infections published by 
HIQA are implemented by staff. The current infection prevention and control standards have 
been in operation since 2018. Good and effective IPC procedures should be in place across the 
entire health and social care service as a matter of course.

In February 2021, a revised plan ‘Resilience and Recovery 2021 Plan: The Path Ahead’ was 
published by the Government. This plan recognises the need for longer-term reform of both old-
er persons and nursing home care, broadly reflecting the lessons learned from the COVID-19 
Nursing Homes Expert Panel and the pandemic. However, these structural reforms, including 
the policy and regulatory framework, extend beyond the scope of a temporary financial support 
scheme aimed at a specific, time-limited public health objective.

27/07/2021WRDDDD03900Health Services

27/07/2021WRDDDD040001481. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of additional 
community beds delivered in 2021 of the 1,250 promised in budget 2021; the split between 
public and private; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33534/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): A key aim of our 
health services is to support older people to live independently in the community, for as long as 
possible. This includes minimising referrals and admissions to acute settings or, when admit-
ted, facilitating discharge through a designated pathway in order to maximise the potential for 
remaining at home and in turn reducing the requirement for long-term residential care. 
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Priority areas for the HSE are focused on development of this integrated care model and in-
clude the commitment to funding an additional 1,250 rehabilitation and short stay / intermediate 
care beds in 2021, bringing the total capacity of public short stay beds to just under 3,500. The 
aim is that the balance of public / private provision will be maintained with a view to enhancing 
direct HSE provision nationally over time.

The expansion is intended to be achieved through the addition of:  

- 617 rehabilitation beds in public facilities  

- 185 repurposed public Nursing Homes Support Scheme (NHSS) beds  

- 448 privately purchased bed capacity for transitional care.

The provision of these beds to date is an operational issue and as such it is a matter for the 
HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to ac-
cess the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which 
has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, 
and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of 
the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to 
PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRDDDD04200Health Services

27/07/2021WRDDDD043001482. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the average capital cost of 
a community bed by type of community bed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33535/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD044001763. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the average all in capital cost 
of an acute inpatient bed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35471/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD045001765. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the all in cost of a critical 
bed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35473/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD046001778. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the all-in capital cost for 
delivering each type of public community bed on average; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [35486/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1482, 
1763, 1765 and 1778 together.

Several factors determine the capital cost of a bed. These include the nature of the bed (day 
case, long-term stay, etc.), and the bed’s location (within an existing facility, within a new 
extension to an existing facility, etc.)  As such, there is no one capital cost for providing an ad-
ditional bed.

A recent review of bed costings determined an average capital cost per bed to be in the re-
gion of:

Non Acute Bed - €0.35m to €0.45m

Acute Bed - €0.50m - €0.8m

Critical Care Bed - €1.40m to €1.80m
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The estimates exclude any significant enabling works e.g. decant costs as well as other ac-
commodation that may be required to support this additional capacity e.g. diagnostics, theatre 
space etc. Capital costs are naturally subject to variations with some sites requiring more invest-
ment depending on location, project scale, complexity of the site, existing infrastructure, site 
conditions, design etc. Costs per bed will vary depending on the size of the proposed develop-
ment. Economies of scale would impact on the per bed cost.

27/07/2021WRDDDD04800Health Services

27/07/2021WRDDDD049001483. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the average revenue cost of 
a community bed by type of community bed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33536/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shutdown of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRDDDD05100Cannabis for Medicinal Use

27/07/2021WRDDDD052001484. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 111 of 29 April 2021, if any of the four products referenced as accepted for use in 
the MCAP no longer meet the definition of a specified controlled drug post-Brexit; if, this will 
have any bearing on their supply in this State given they have already been accepted; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33537/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Each of the four products that have been 
previously accepted for use in the Medical Cannabis Access Programme (MCAP) were avail-
able in an EU member state at the time of receipt of the applications. 

When applying to be accepted for use in the MCAP, two of these products, Cannepil Oral 
Solution and Aurora High CBD Oil Drops, cited the UK as the EU member state in which the 
product was available. However, it is not envisaged that Brexit will impact the supply of these 
two products, given that the products met the criteria of a ‘specified controlled drug’ when the 
applications were received.

27/07/2021WRDDDD05400Health Services

27/07/2021WRDDDD055001485. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the status of the sodium val-
proate inquiry and terms of reference; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33538/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Details of the proposed inquiry into the 
historical licensing and use of sodium valproate in Ireland are currently being considered by 
officials within the Department of Health.
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27/07/2021WRDDDD05700Health Services

27/07/2021WRDDDD058001486. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 1789 of 24 March 2021, if the RCSI hospital group has followed up directly with 
the family; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33539/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Department of Health has been in 
contact with the RCSI Hospital Group and they have confirmed that correspondence was issued 
directly to the family on 26th April 2021.

27/07/2021WRDDDD06000Hospital Services

27/07/2021WRDDDD061001487. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the advice he received and 
the recommendations made regarding the location of the major trauma centre in Dublin; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [33540/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD062001489. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will publish in full the 
report of the independent assessment panel and the scoring of the hospitals which bid for the 
major trauma centres; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33542/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD063001490. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will publish in full the 
recommendations of the HSE board regarding the location of major trauma centres; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33543/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1487, 
1489 and 1490 together.

The process to designate the Major Trauma Centre for the Central Trauma Network com-
menced with the HSE establishing a Trauma Review Implementation Group (TRIG), com-
prising senior clinical and managerial representation. The TRIG then prepared a designation 
framework of detailed and specific guidance against which hospitals could be assessed. This 
framework was subject to an eight-week formal public consultation.

The HSE then appointed an Independent Assessment Panel, comprised of national and in-
ternational experts, to provide advice on the preferred location of the Major Trauma Centre for 
the Central Trauma Network using the agreed designation framework.

The Panel advised the HSE that the Mater Hospital be designated as the Major Trauma 
Centre for the Central Trauma Network, and the HSE Board affirmed this recommendation, 
following which it was approved by Government in April 2021.

Any further detail in respect of this process should be provided the HSE in the first instance. 
Members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the informa-
tion to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a 
temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going and the HSE is 
working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas 
will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are 
encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRDDDD06500Health Services

27/07/2021WRDDDD066001488. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the investments and capital 
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projects which must be made to upgrade the Mater Hospital to a major trauma centre; his plans 
for same over the next five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33541/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD067001756. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the outstanding measures 
in the National Trauma Strategy; the estimated additional funding this requires for full imple-
mentation; the basis on which this funding must be made available that is, one-off or recurring; 
the revenue and capital split of this funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35464/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD06800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1488 
and 1756 together.

The National Trauma Strategy recommended the introduction of an inclusive trauma system 
delivered by two regional networks, to be implemented in a multiannual programme compris-
ing three phases.

Phase one focusses on the fundamentals of the trauma system and the development of the 
Central Trauma Network, whereby the most severely injured patients will access the Mater Mi-
sericordiae University Hospital either directly or via secondary transfer. The total revenue costs 
for this first phase are estimated to be €8.2m, and the cost of capital developments for this first 
phase is estimated at €6.8m. 

Phase two will see the continued establishment of services at the Mater. When fully estab-
lished as a Major Trauma Centre, the Mater will be equipped and organised to manage all se-
verely injured patients, including those with time-critical injuries. Other elements of the second 
phase will include the development of major trauma services at Cork University Hospital (the 
Major Trauma Centre for the South Trauma Network) and at the Trauma Unit with Specialist 
Services (TUSS) at University Hospital Galway, as well as the establishment of trauma services 
at the first of several Trauma Units nationwide.

Phase three will see the maturation of the trauma system towards its final state with the con-
tinued development of all services established in phases one and two.

€6m in development funding has been made available in Budget 2021 to support the imple-
mentation of the National Trauma Strategy, and funding for the continued implementation of 
the Strategy will be sought through the annual estimates, service planning and capital planning 
processes.

  Question No. 1489 answered with Question No. 1487.

  Question No. 1490 answered with Question No. 1487.

27/07/2021WRDDDD07100Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRDDDD072001491. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated additional cost 
for the school immunisation programme if uptake was to be 100% every year; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33544/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD07300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 



27 July 2021

791

IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRDDDD07400Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRDDDD075001492. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated additional cost 
for the school immunisation programme if those who did not get the HPV vaccine in their year 
of eligibility were to receive it during a subsequent school year; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [33545/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD07600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRDDDD07700Disability Services

27/07/2021WRDDDD078001493. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the support services available 
from his Department for home support services for persons with autism; his plans to provide 
additional services and supports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33546/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDD07900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The HSE pro-
vides a range of assisted living services including Home Support Services to support individu-
als to maximise their capacity to live full and independent lives. 

Home Support Services are provided either directly by the HSE or through a range of vol-
untary service providers. The majority of specialised disability provision (80%) is delivered 
through non-statutory sector service providers. 

Services are accessed through an application process or through referrals from public health 
nurses or other community based staff. Individuals’ needs are evaluated against the criteria for 
prioritisation for the particular services and then decisions are made in relation to the allocation 
of resources.  Resource allocation is determined by the needs of the individual, compliance with 
prioritisation criteria, and the level of resources available. As with every service there is not a 
limitless resource available for the provision of home support services and while the resources 
available are substantial they are finite. In this context, services are discretionary and the num-
ber of hours granted is determined by other support services already provided to the person/
family.

In the 2021 National Service Plan (NSP), the HSE’s priority is to continue to deliver high 
quality Personal Assistance and Home Support Services to 10,000 people with disabilities in-
cluding 1.71 million PA hours and over 3 million Home Support Hours. This includes the al-
location of an additional 40,000 PA hours in accordance with the NSP 2021. 

27/07/2021WREEEE00200Vaccination Programme
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27/07/2021WREEEE003001494. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will advise on a matter 
raised in relation to girls who have not received the HPV vaccine (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33547/21]

27/07/2021WREEEE00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The immunisation programme in Ire-
land is based on the advice of the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC). The 
committee’s recommendations are based on the prevalence of the relevant disease in Ireland 
and international best practice in relation to immunisation. It makes recommendations on vac-
cination policy to my Department. The NIAC continues to revise recommendations to allow 
for the introduction of new vaccines in Ireland and to keep abreast of changes in the patterns of 
disease. Therefore, the immunisation schedule will continue to be amended over time.

In 2009, the NIAC recommended HPV (human papillomavirus) vaccination for all 12 to 
13 year old girls to reduce their risk of developing cervical cancer when they are adults. In 
September 2010, the HPV vaccination programme was introduced for all girls in first year of 
secondary school.

In June 2017, on foot of the NIAC’s recommendation that the HPV vaccine should also be 
given to boys, my Department asked the Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) to 
undertake a health technology assessment (HTA) to establish the clinical and cost-effectiveness 
of extending the immunisation programme to include boys in the first year of secondary school. 

The HIQA completed the HTA in December 2018, recommending that the HPV immunisa-
tion programme be extended to include boys. A policy decision was made to extend the HPV 
immunisation programme to include boys, starting in September 2019, with the introduction of 
a 9-valent HPV vaccine.

The ages at which vaccines are recommended in the immunisation schedule are chosen by 
the NIAC in order to give each child the best possible protection against vaccine preventable 
diseases. As the HPV vaccine is preventative it is intended to be administered, if possible, be-
fore a person becomes sexually active, that is, before a person is first exposed to HPV infection.

Therefore, the gender-neutral HPV vaccination programme targets all girls and boys in first 
year of secondary school to provide maximum coverage. All vaccines administered through the 
School Immunisation Programme are provided free of charge.

My Department will continue to be guided by NIAC’s recommendations on any emerging 
evidence on this issue in the future.

It is important to note that the schools-based immunisation programme for the 2019/2020 
academic year has been completed and the uptake rates for the HPV vaccine in that academic 
year are 82% for the first dose of the vaccine and 77% for the second dose.

This is the highest uptake for the HPV vaccination programme since 2015/2016 and is par-
ticularly encouraging because it was the first year that boys were included in the programme 
and it shows that the provision of vaccine in community clinics did not adversely affect the 
uptake.

The programme for the academic year 2020/2021 was paused during the first few months 
of 2021 due to school closures and redeployment of staff to the COVID-19 immunisation pro-
gramme.

The inputting of uptake information for the schools-based programme has also been delayed 
due to redeployment of administrative staff. However, Community Healthcare Organisations 
have reported that the vast majority of second level schools had their first dose of HPV vaccine 
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delivered between October and December 2020.

The uptake rate for the first dose of the HPV vaccine, in the 2020/2021 academic year, is 
67% as of the 12th May 2021, and this figure is expected to increase because data input on vac-
cine uptake is ongoing.

The HSE expects the HPV vaccination programme for 2020/21 to be substantially complete 
before the start of the 2021/22 academic year.

Anyone not in 1st year of secondary school or age equivalent in special schools or home 
schooled during the 2020/2021 school year who wishes to get the HPV vaccine, must go to their 
GP or sexual health clinic and pay privately for the vaccine and its administration. This applies 
to everyone whether or not they have a medical card/GP visit card, as it is outside of the HPV 
immunisation programme.

27/07/2021WREEEE00500Disability Services

27/07/2021WREEEE006001495. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of HSE early 
intervention teams presently operating across the country; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33570/21]

27/07/2021WREEEE00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEE00800Disability Services

27/07/2021WREEEE009001496. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of new early 
intervention teams that have been established since February 2020 in view of the Programme 
for Government commitment to fully implement the access and inclusion model; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [33571/21]

27/07/2021WREEEE01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEE01100Disability Services

27/07/2021WREEEE012001497. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost to fund 
an early intervention team in its entirety including an occupational therapist, psychologist and 
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speech and language therapist; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33572/21]

27/07/2021WREEEE01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEE01400Health Services

27/07/2021WREEEE015001498. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of HSE school 
age teams currently operating across the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33573/21]

27/07/2021WREEEE01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEE01700Health Services

27/07/2021WREEEE018001499. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the cost to fund a school age 
team in its entirety including a clinical psychologist, occupational therapist and speech and 
language therapist; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33574/21]

27/07/2021WREEEE01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEE02000Dental Services 

27/07/2021WREEEE021001500. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of dentists that 
have withdrawn from the dental service scheme in the period 31 May 2020 to 31 May 2021, by 
county and by CHO area in tabular form; the number of dentists that remain on the scheme by 
county and by CHO; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33581/21]

27/07/2021WREEEE02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
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advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.   

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WREEEE02300Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WREEEE024001501. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of vacancies that 
currently exist in CHO5 across psychiatry, psychology, speech and language therapy, occupa-
tional therapy, counselling and psychotherapy and mental health nursing by job title in tabular 
form; the number of positions across these disciplines are currently fulfilled by locum or agency 
staff; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33582/21]

27/07/2021WREEEE02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEE02600Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WREEEE027001502. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of outpatient psy-
chiatry, psychology and psychotherapy appointments that have been cancelled in CHO5 due to 
staff unavailability in the period 1 December 2020 to 31 May 2021, by county in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33583/21]

27/07/2021WREEEE02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEE02825Departmental Staff

27/07/2021WREEEE028501503. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the number of workers em-
ployed by his Department and in each office or agency under the aegis of his Department that 
earn less than the living wage of €12.30 per hour; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  
[33601/21]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The staff of my Department are on cen-
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trally negotiated civil service pay scales. There were eight staff on the first point of the new 
entrant Clerical Officer pay scale at the date of the last census. The weekly pay is currently 
€471.20 which is below the living wage of €12.30 per hour, but as they progress to the second 
point on the pay scale, their salaries will exceed the living wage.

  It is not possible to refer PQs to the HSE for their response to the Deputy in respect of the 
staff of the HSE and the Section 38 agencies under their aegis at present.  This is as a result of 
the attack on their IT systems.  The Deputy may wish to resubmit that element of the question 
once an indication is given that the HSE are in a position to respond. 

  The information in relation to the non-commercial state agencies under the aegis of the 
Department is being collated and will issue to the Deputy shortly.

27/07/2021WREEEE02900Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WREEEE030001504. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will advise on a matter 
raised in correspondence in relation to vaccination issues (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [33604/21]

27/07/2021WREEEE03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Immunisation Advisory 
Committee (NIAC) is currently reviewing future vaccination requirements, including the po-
tential need for booster shots and is expected to make recommendations in this regard shortly. 
Following receipt of the NIAC advice, my Department and the HSE will consider the appropri-
ate operational measures to implement the recommendations.

27/07/2021WREEEE03200Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WREEEE033001505. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health his views on the future of a 
nursing home (details supplied) in County Tipperary; if the future of all current services at the 
nursing home will be guaranteed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33607/21]

27/07/2021WREEEE03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEE03500Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WREEEE036001506. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if he will respond to corre-
spondence in relation to a nursing home (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [33616/21]

27/07/2021WREEEE03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The COVID-19 
pandemic has led to an unprecedented challenge across our health services and none more so 
than in our nursing homes. The pandemic has been a hugely difficult time for all residents, 
relatives, and staff of nursing homes. While it is undoubtedly important that we learn from 
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our responses to the pandemic, it must be recognised that the pandemic has not concluded. At 
this time, a priority focus of Government remains the ongoing management of the COVID-19 
response.

Although significant progress has been made in relation to the roll-out of the vaccination 
programme and the current situation in nursing homes is broadly stable, the prevalence of the 
more transmissible Delta variant is rapidly increasing in Ireland. This poses a significant risk, 
particularly to those who are not yet fully protected though vaccination, which must be man-
aged.

It is also important to recognise that learning from the early stages of the pandemic has 
been integral to the Government’s responses as the pandemic has progressed. The COVID-19 
Nursing Homes Expert Panel considered lessons learned from the initial wave of the pandemic 
in developing recommendations that focus on immediate, short-term actions required for the 
response to COVID-19 as well as on long-term actions required to effect the strategic reform of 
nursing home systems, operation, policy, and legislation.

Continuing the approach of the Expert Panel, the HSE will undertake a detailed analysis 
of the management and outcomes that occurred during COVID-19 pandemic, with lessons for 
causal factors and preparedness for infection prevention and control, in line with recommenda-
tion theme 6 of the Expert Panel’s report.

The blend of operational data from the frontline, voluntary surveys’ findings and key stake-
holder feedback also continuously provide insight into the current status of the nursing home 
sector’s response to COVID-19.

The ongoing learning from the pandemic, including consideration of new evidence and in-
formation that emerges nationally and internationally, is critical to the Government’s continued 
response to the pandemic as it evolves. While we are still dealing with a degree of risk in nurs-
ing homes due to COVID-19, we are continuing to look at options which may be available to 
the State in relation to listening to the voices of those who have lost a loved one. 

I wish to advise the Deputy that correspondence received on this matter will be considered 
and a response will issue in due course.

27/07/2021WREEEE03800Hospital Services

27/07/2021WREEEE039001507. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health if he will make direct contact with 
the UL Hospital Group to impress the need to lift all restrictions being imposed on pregnant 
women and their partners in accessing maternity services in the mid-west region (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33629/21]

27/07/2021WREEEE04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEE04100Health Services
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27/07/2021WREEEE042001508. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Health the plans in place for St. John 
of God’s, Drumcar, County Louth; the engagement there has been between stakeholders and 
families of service users; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33631/21]

27/07/2021WREEEE04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): St John of God Community Services clg 
(SJOGCS) is a legal entity within the St John of God Hospitaller Services Group, which is fund-
ed under Section 38 of the Health Act, 2004 to provide services on behalf of the HSE to over 
2,400 children and adults with intellectual disabilities in CHO Areas 4,6,7 & 8. It is the second 
largest provider of disability services in the state and operates 93 residential centres which are 
registered with HIQA. St John of God residential facility in Drumcar is located in CHO 8. 

SJOGCS also provides mental health services and supports through Cluain Mhuire Com-
munity Health Services on behalf of the HSE in CHO Areas 6 and 7. 

As the Deputy will be aware,  SJOGCS has given the HSE 12 months’ notice of its intention 
to terminate its Section 38 arrangement with a view to transferring responsibility for the provi-
sion of disability and mental health services to the State by 1 October 2021.  It is recognised that 
SJOGCS is a significant and important disability service provider for the State.  Accordingly,  
my foremost concern, which is shared by the HSE, is to ensure the continuity of appropriate 
disability services delivery by SJOGCS in line with strong governance mechanisms in a cost-
effective and equitable manner consistent with care and support needs.

I understand that the HSE is engaging intensively with SJOGCS on a mutually acceptable 
twin track approach to allow for SJOGCS to continue to provide services and ‘pause’ the notice 
of intent to exit the provision of services, while at the same time maintaining work on the tran-
sition plan.   In the context of the transition plan, the HSE and SJOGCS has appointed a Joint 
Governance Committee and a Joint Implementation Committee to plan for the orderly transfer 
of services to the HSE covering: - Services - Finance and Assets - Communications - Human 
Resources. I am very conscious that SJOGCS has played a significant role in the delivery of vi-
tal disability services and supports to service users and their families across the State for many 
years and the key focus at present is to ensure that the organisation is facilitated to maintain its 
important service delivery role into the future in line with a reformed model of care.   Therefore, 
in parallel with the work on the transition plan, the HSE is encouraging SJOGCS to engage in 
a Sustainability Impact Assessment, which would provide the  organisation with a pathway to 
financial and operational sustainability and enable the organisation to remain in service provi-
sion.

Finally, I understand that the HSE is engaging with the families of service users in relation 
to the overall process and I would like to assure the Deputy that the needs of services users and 
their families are at the forefront of all considerations and decision-making in relation to the 
reform process.   The HSE met with the National Parents, Families and Friends Association 
(NPFFA) of SJOG on dates in March, May and June this year.   Across the next three months 
the HSE will meet with the NPFFA on a fortnightly basis. I am advised by the HSE that there 
is an open communication channel both through phone call and/or email between the HSE 
and NPFFA reps as required. In addition, on the 28th June, two NPFFA representatives were 
brought on to the Communications Work stream as part of the four workstreams regarding the 
transition programme from SJOGCS to the HSE.

27/07/2021WREEEE04400Health Services

27/07/2021WREEEE045001509. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health when he expects oncol-
ogy treatment to be fully restored post the cyber-attack on 14 May 2021; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [33649/21]

27/07/2021WREEEE046001592. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Health the impact the cyber-attack had 
on cancer services and patients attending these services; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34375/21]

27/07/2021WREEEE04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1509 
and 1592 together.

While the recent ransomware attack has had an impact on cancer services, every effort is 
being made to maintain services at present, with a particular focus on urgent and time-sensitive 
cases. Service provision continues to improve as systems are being brought back on-line. 

- Services in Rapid Access Clinics (RACs) are continuing. While the ability to refer new 
patients to RACs was affected for a time, electronic referrals are now operating as normal in 
most hospitals, though some local issues remain 

- Medical oncology is continuing (26 hospitals). Nationally, most services are operating at 
100% of pre-ransomware attack levels, but with some delays due to manual recording. 

- Emergency and some elective surgeries are continuing (most in 8 designated cancer cen-
tres) – with some delays related to  administrative processing and imaging. Private hospital 
capacity is continuing to be utilised.  

- While radiotherapy services were particularly impacted, all Linear Accelerators are now 
back in operation. 

- Nursing staff support to patients is continuing, particularly through the acute oncology 
nursing staff attached to Systemic     Anti-Cancer Therapy (medical oncology) services. In ad-
dition, the Together4CancerConcern initiative also continues to provide psychological supports 
to patients.

Funding of €12m was allocated this year for the restoration of cancer services to 95% of 
2019 (pre-Covid) levels. This funding is supporting hospitals in addressing backlogs, extending 
clinic times, providing additional clinics, increasing diagnostic capacity and providing locum/
temporary support. It is also supporting virtual clinics and more accurate triage, and is facili-
tating infrastructure and minor equipment purchases to increase capacity across Rapid Access 
Clinics and surgical oncology, medical oncology and radiation oncology services.

In addition, as part of Budget 2021, an extra €20m has been allocated for the continued 
implementation of the National Cancer Strategy this year. This funding will facilitate develop-
ments across prevention, diagnosis, treatment and patient supports.

27/07/2021WREEEE04800Hospital Services

27/07/2021WREEEE049001510. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health if he will make an executive 
decision to allow partners of pregnant women to attend prenatal appointments and be present 
for the early stages of labour in maternity hospitals here; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33653/21]

27/07/2021WREEEE05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
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IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEE05100Health Services

27/07/2021WREEEE052001511. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health if he will provide additional detail 
on the targeted funding alluded to in recent comments to the media by the Minister of State for 
Public Health, Wellbeing and the National Drugs Strategy to local drugs task forces in areas in 
which crack cocaine has become a serious issue; the increased supports and resources that will 
be made available; and the level of funding that will be involved. [33667/21]

27/07/2021WREEEE05300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The National 
Drugs Strategy, ‘Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery’ emphasises a health-led response to 
drug use, providing person-centred services that promote rehabilitation and recovery for people 
who misuse substances such as cocaine. 

Recent data from the National Drug Treatment Reporting System (NDTRS), published this 
month, shows that the prevalence of polydrug use is a continuing trend, and remains a concern. 
The number of crack cocaine cases have increased year-on-year, from a relatively low number 
of 84 cases in 2014 to 414 in 2020, an increase of almost 400 per cent.

It is important to get the message out to the public about the risks associated with drugs like 
crack cocaine and highlight how these risks are hugely increased when combined with alcohol. 
The national cocaine harm reduction campaign, a collaboration between the HSE and the Ana 
Liffey Drugs Project, aims to raise awareness of the dangers of taking cocaine (both in powder 
form, and crack). It communicates the risks and dangers of cocaine use to dependent users and 
at-risk groups, as well as to those who engage in ‘recreational use’. 

The national drugs helpline is available to people with concerns regarding their drug and 
alcohol use, or that of a family member. The helpline provides support, information, guidance, 
and referral to anyone with a concern related to drug and alcohol use. Additional resources are 
being provided in 2021 to extend the opening hours of the helpline, so that more people can 
received assistance. 

I am committed to strengthening early harm reduction responses to current and emerging 
trends and patterns of drug use in Ireland, including cocaine and crack cocaine. I intend to 
strengthen measures to address these trends following the mid-term review of our National 
Drugs Strategy. This will include the allocation of the additional €1m funding for targeted drug 
and alcohol initiatives in conjunction with the drug and alcohol task forces. I expect to an-
nounce details of this funding shortly.

27/07/2021WREEEE05400Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WREEEE055001512. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will approve the use of the ver-
satis pain patch for pain relief other than from shingles when recommended by a qualified clini-
cian; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33691/21]

27/07/2021WREEEE05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Service Executive (HSE) 
has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicinal products 
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under the community drug schemes, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of 
Medical Goods) Act 2013.

Following a review, the HSE introduced a new system for the reimbursement of the lido-
caine 5% medicated plaster (Versatis), which is licensed only for the localised relief of post-
shingles pain in adults. 

Patients are reviewed by the Medicines Management Programme (MMP) for reimbursement 
approval, on foot of an application by the patient’s clinician, through the HSE online system.

In exceptional circumstances, the product may be approved for supply for unlicensed uses. 

If an application is refused, the clinician may make an appeal, making a clear clinical case 
for the patient to the MMP at mmp@hse.ie.

This process ensures the appropriate use of the patch and that post-shingles patients, and 
other patients as clinically appropriate, can continue to have this treatment.

27/07/2021WREEEE05700Health Services

27/07/2021WREEEE058001513. Deputy Sean Fleming asked the Minister for Health when an appointment can be ex-
pedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33711/21]

27/07/2021WREEEE05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WREEEE06000Covid-19 Tests

27/07/2021WREEEE061001514. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health if consideration will be given 
to the use of rapid antigen testing as the primary protocol of testing for international travellers 
departing from or arriving into Irish airports; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33786/21]

27/07/2021WREEEE06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Reverse transcription polymerase chain 
reaction (RT-PCR) tests remain the gold standard in terms of COVID-19 testing, particularly in 
relation to the screening of travellers. Ireland does not accept antigen tests for incoming travel-
lers. 

COVID-19 tests for the purposes of travel, both to and from the State, can be sourced via 
private testing providers, in order to preserve the testing capacity of the HSE for priority groups 
and public health screening. Antigen tests can be sourced via private providers and Digital 
COVID Certificates based on antigen tests can be issued for the purpose of travelling to an EU 
country where antigen tests are accepted. 
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These travel measures are kept under continuous review based on public health advice and 
the international epidemiological situation.

27/07/2021WREEEE06300Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WREEEE064001515. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health if the current definition of a sporting 
event in the current Health Act 1947 (Covid-19) Regulations 2021 precludes sporting organi-
sations not affiliated with a recognised national body from organising a competitive sporting 
event; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that this has prevented independent and unaf-
filiated clubs (details supplied) from holding events; his plans to address this matter; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [33787/21]

27/07/2021WREEEE06500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to advise the Deputy that Na-
tional Governing Bodies and the definition of sporting events is a matter for the Department of 
Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media.

27/07/2021WREEEE06600Tobacco Control Measures

27/07/2021WREEEE067001516. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health if he will report on Ireland’s 
progress to become tobacco free by 2025; if this target will be met; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [33826/21]

27/07/2021WREEEE06800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The most recent Healthy Ireland survey 
in 2019 found that 17 percent of the population smoke, a 12 percent decline  (14 percent smoke 
daily and 3 per cent smoke occasionally) In 2009 the number of people smoking was at 29 per-
cent of the population. The Health Behaviour in School-aged Children  survey 2018 found that 
5 percent of children aged 10-17 smoke, a decline of 3 percent on the 2014 figure. While this 
means that smoking prevalence is on the decline there is still much work to do.

The Public Health (Tobacco and Nicotine Inhaling Products) Bill will ban the sale of to-
bacco products at places or events that are intended for children and introduce a licensing sys-
tem for the retail sale tobacco products thus recognising that these are not a typical consumer 
product.  The Bill will also prohibit the sale of tobacco products from self-service vending ma-
chines. In addition to legislation, community initiatives such as the ‘Not Around Us’ campaigns 
in Limerick, Galway and Clare are contributing to the denormalisation of smoking for children 
and young people while the HSE Tobacco Free Ireland programme has worked with educators 
to develop content on the dangers of tobacco use as part of the Junior Cycle SPHE curriculum. 
By using all of the tools available to us, legislative, educational and engagement at community 
level, I am confident that we can continue to make progress in our goal of creating a tobacco 
free Ireland.

27/07/2021WREEEE06900Health Strategies

27/07/2021WREEEE070001517. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health the number of recorded smokers 
aged 19 and under from 1990 to 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33827/21]

27/07/2021WREEEE07100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT 
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systems.

The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity 
and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is 
again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamen-
tary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEE07200Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WREEEE073001518. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
in relation to a vaccination scenario (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [33846/21]

27/07/2021WREEEE07400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Digital COVID Certificate Regula-
tion is intended to facilitate people’s fundamental right to move and reside freely and help to 
support the lifting of restrictions currently in place in a coordinated manner within the EU. 

Certificates issued under this regulation, by the Member State in which the vaccination took 
place, hold digital proof that a person has been vaccinated against COVID-19. 

This certificate is valid form a vaccination proof in all EU Member States, including Ireland, 
EEA states and third countries recognised under an EU implementing act.

27/07/2021WREEEE07500Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WREEEE076001519. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will receive an appointment given any delay is having a detrimental effect on their mental 
health. [33855/21]

27/07/2021WREEEE07700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRFFFF00200Medical Cards

27/07/2021WRFFFF003001520. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health if there is capacity to include 
medications that have been prescribed by a general practitioner or consultant for off licence use 
on the medical card or drug payment scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33859/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFF00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has statutory responsibility 
for decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicinal products under the community drug 
schemes, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. 

The HSE maintains a reimbursement list of medicinal products that are provided under the 
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General Medical Services (GMS) scheme or the Drugs Payment Scheme. These products are 
approved for the schemes by the HSE.

In line with the criteria under Section 3 of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) 
Act 2013, only products that are generally prescribed by a medical practitioner are on this list.  

However, medical card holders who are prescribed items that are not on the list can apply 
to the local HSE health office to have them covered under the discretionary hardship arrange-
ments. 

Applications under the discretionary hardship arrangements must be made by the treating 
clinician. It is essential that the application states that the product is essential for the treatment 
of the patients condition. Alternatively, the clinician may wish to prescribe a product which is 
covered under the GMS.

27/07/2021WRFFFF00500Hospital Facilities

27/07/2021WRFFFF006001521. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of beds avail-
able in day hospitals in County Clare. [33951/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFF00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRFFFF00800Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRFFFF009001522. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if the vacancy for the psy-
chiatrist position in Kilrush, County Clare has been advertised; when it is expected to be filled; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33952/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFF01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRFFFF01100Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRFFFF012001523. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if he will intervene in a 
mismanaged vaccination roll-out for a person (details supplied). [33953/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFF01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
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to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRFFFF01400Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRFFFF015001524. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if those who might be 
medically at risk of blood clots and are in the cohort for a vaccine (details supplied) will be 
given alternative vaccines instead; and if he will consider making this an alternative option for 
persons who request same. [33954/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFF01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): While a person can refuse any offer of 
vaccination on religious, conscientious or other grounds, provision of one or other authorised 
COVID-19 vaccine(s) during the immunisation programme will be based on clinical expert 
guidance, including from the National Immunisation Advisory Committee, to ensure the opti-
mal stewardship of scare resources and equitable access to safe and effective vaccine(s) for a 
given population. 

27/07/2021WRFFFF01700Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRFFFF018001525. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the 
lack of rheumatology consultants for the west of Ireland given there are only two consultants 
for the region which is gravely affecting many persons as in the case of a person (details sup-
plied); and if a commitment will be made to providing more consultants to address this issue. 
[33955/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFF01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRFFFF02000Medical Aids and Appliances

27/07/2021WRFFFF021001526. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health if the HSE is providing the 
tension-free vaginal tape procedure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33960/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFF02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to concerns raised in Ireland 
regarding complications associated with the use of mesh devices in late 2017, the then Minister 
for Health requested the Chief Medical Officer (CMO) to prepare a report on the matter, which 
was published in November 2018 www.gov.ie/en/publication/791f2a-the-use-of-uro-gynae-
cological-mesh-in-surgical-proecedures-report-to/.  The report was informed by the available 
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national and international evidence and the personal experiences of women who have suffered 
complications following mesh surgery.  

In July 2018, in advance of publication of the full report, the CMO requested the HSE to 
pause all mesh procedures where clinically safe to do so. This pause remains in place. 

As this Parliamentary Question also relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the 
HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to ac-
cess the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which 
has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, 
and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services.

27/07/2021WRFFFF02300Civil Registration Service

27/07/2021WRFFFF024001527. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health the reason the phone lines for 
civil registration offices in Dublin continue to remain down when all other civil registration 
offices are contactable by their phone lines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33962/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFF02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Service Executive (HSE) 
operates the Civil Registration service on behalf of the Department of Social Protection and it 
has responsibility for oversight of this service.  Due to the recent cyberattack on the HSE, many 
of their services and systems were affected. I have been advised that most civil registration 
services have now resumed including the telephone service for the civil registration service in 
Dublin which has resumed operation since Monday 26 July 2021.

27/07/2021WRFFFF02600Health Service Executive

27/07/2021WRFFFF027001528. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health if a commitment will be made 
to establish to a catch-up scheme for HSE dental clinics following immense disruption to the 
schoolchildren accessing dental screening appointments in 2020 and 2021 due to the pandemic; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33963/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFF02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRFFFF02900Health Service Executive

27/07/2021WRFFFF030001529. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if clarification will be pro-
vided in respect of the recent advertisement of seven unpaid assistant psychologists roles for 
HSE services (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [33987/21]
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27/07/2021WRFFFF03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The role of Assistant Psychologist sup-
ports the provision of psychology services in primary care settings, enabling delivery of early 
and cost-effective interventions for children and adolescents, and is key to delivering a “stepped 
care” model in which service users receive the level of required support and/or intervention ap-
propriate to their assessed need.

The establishment of 114 paid Assistant Psychologist posts within HSE Psychology Ser-
vices on a pilot basis was a key action in the HSE’s National Service Plan for 2016, with the 
posts coming on-stream in a phased basis during 2017, and funding of €3.4m being provided 
for implementation of this important initiative. 

The employment of Assistant Psychologists in HSE Primary Care Psychology services is 
a time-limited pilot project and is being independently evaluated. All Assistant Psychologist 
posts were due to complete their contracts by the end of July 2020 when the evaluation was 
originally due to be finalised.

However, due to the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, it was necessary for this evalu-
ation process to be paused during 2020 and, as several months of data was not collected, the 
HSE report that the initiative has been extended to the end of September 2021. After this date, 
a final report and assessment of the pilot project will be completed, and a decision on the future 
of the programme will be made.

The elements of this question relating to an advertisement for unpaid Assistant Psychologist 
posts and number of staff working in a voluntary capacity are operational issues and, as such, 
are a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is cur-
rently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent 
cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to 
service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal 
services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position 
to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at 
that point.

27/07/2021WRFFFF03200Hospital Equipment

27/07/2021WRFFFF033001530. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of a 
MRI machine for Wexford General Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33988/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFF03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has advised that there is cur-
rently an interim MRI service available at Wexford General Hospital, and that the installation 
of a permanent service is a priority capital investment for the Ireland East Health Group. I un-
derstand that engagement is taking place between the Hospital Group and the HSE regarding 
the funding of this initiative through the 2022 Estimates process.

27/07/2021WRFFFF03500Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRFFFF036001531. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his plans for introducing the 
EU digital Covid certificate (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[33990/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFF03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Digital COVID Certificate Regula-
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tion is intended to facilitate people’s fundamental right to move and reside freely and help to 
support the lifting of restrictions currently in place in a coordinated manner within the EU. Cer-
tificates issued under this Regulation hold digital proof that a person has either been vaccinated 
against COVID-19, received a negative test result, or recovered from COVID-19 in the last 6 
months. It is valid in all EU Member States, including Ireland, EEA states and third countries 
recognised under an EU implementing act.

As the Minister for Health, I am supporting the work of my Department in collaborating 
with relevant Departments under the leadership of the Department of Taoiseach to assist in the 
on-going implementation of the EU Digital COVID Certificates.

Arrangements for provision of vaccination certificates to persons not vaccinated in Ireland 
will be considered once the initial roll-out is in place.

27/07/2021WRFFFF03800Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRFFFF039001532. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health the measures that are being under-
taken to reduce waiting times for psychiatric appointments for children in County Wexford; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [34011/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFF04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRFFFF04100Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRFFFF042001533. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health if all teachers and 
school staff will be fully vaccinated from Covid-19 before the return to school in September 
2021. [34014/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFF04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRFFFF04400Health Services

27/07/2021WRFFFF045001534. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Health the stage of the drafting 
of the surrogacy Bill; when it is expected to be ready; if international surrogacy and retrospec-
tive declarations of parentage will be included; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34015/21]
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27/07/2021WRFFFF04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, drafting 
of a bill on assisted human reproduction (AHR) and associated areas of research is ongoing by 
officials in my Department, in conjunction with the Office of the Attorney General.  This com-
prehensive piece of legislation will encompass the regulation, for the first time in Ireland, of a 
very wide range of practices, including domestic altruistic surrogacy.  I can assure the Deputy 
that publication of this legislation is a priority for my Department and the Government, and 
a commitment to enact this legislation is included in the Programme for Government, “Our 
Shared Future”.  Officials in my Department and the Office of the Attorney General continue to 
prioritise the drafting of this complex legislation and will engage intensively over the next few 
months to finalise the Bill.  

The draft Bill does not contain provisions to regulate surrogacy arrangements undertaken in 
other jurisdictions.  As issues relating to international surrogacy concern areas of law that in-
tersect across the remits of several Government Departments, my Department is engaging with 
the Department of Justice and the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and 
Youth in respect of this policy area.

27/07/2021WRFFFF04700Alcohol Advertising

27/07/2021WRFFFF048001535. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health if a licensed premises or manu-
facturer who is currently using public roads and footpaths to accommodate outdoor dining can 
legally display alcohol advertisements on these public roads and footpaths. [34016/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFF04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The application and enforcement of 
the Public Health (Alcohol) Act in relation to alcohol advertisements is a matter for the Envi-
ronmental Health Service of the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that 
the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due 
to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The 
disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and 
resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again 
in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary 
Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRFFFF05000Health Services

27/07/2021WRFFFF051001536. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the areas 
the €1.4 million announced for a service (details supplied) will cover; when the funding will be 
allocated; the reason the funding provided for staff in 2020 was not continued into 2021; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [34017/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFF05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.
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27/07/2021WRFFFF05300Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRFFFF054001537. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive a date for surgery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34018/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFF05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRFFFF05600Primary Care Centres

27/07/2021WRFFFF057001538. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health if a general practitioner practice 
has been allocated to Ballyboden primary care centre; the processes that were followed; the 
processes involved; and if all general practitioner practices which applied were called to present 
their case and to give as much detail as possible with regard to processes followed and criteria 
set to appoint the general practitioner practices to this primary care centre. [34109/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFF05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRFFFF05900Primary Care Centres

27/07/2021WRFFFF060001539. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health when he expects the Ballyboden 
primary care centre to be up and running. [34110/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFF06100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRFFFF06200Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRFFFF063001540. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[34111/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFF06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRFFFF06500Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRFFFF066001541. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health the status of the vaccination 
programme for homeless persons; and the number of vaccines administered to this vulnerable 
group to date. [34122/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFF067001742. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the body tasked with or-
ganising vaccinations for homeless persons; if there is coordination in place to facilitate persons 
without stable abode to access vaccinations; and if they are being treated as a priority consider-
ing their lack of access to sanitisation resources. [35324/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFF06800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1541 
and 1742 together.

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRFFFF06850Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRFFFF068751542. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health if consideration is being given 
in relation to public health guidance for weddings to allow those who are fully vaccinated not 
to be counted in the guest limit; and if consideration is being given to the use of rapid antigen 
testing in venues for these occasions.  [34123/21]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, on 29 
June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and society in line with 
Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.

  While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination 
programme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status. 

However, as an exception, weddings already planned have been allowed to proceed with the 
planned increase in the number of guests to 50 at the wedding ceremony and reception with pro-
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tective measures from 5 July. The Fáilte Ireland guidelines on weddings can be found online: 
covid19.failteireland.ie/operational-guidelines/.

  Disease incidence has increased rapidly in recent weeks, especially among those who are 
not yet fully protected through vaccination and the outlook for the coming weeks is very un-
certain. 

  Unfortunately, due to current uncertainties there is not yet an indication of when an in-
crease to the number of guests at a wedding will be permitted. The epidemiological situation 
will be monitored on an ongoing basis and the level of restrictions will be kept under review by 
Government.

  Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines.

27/07/2021WRFFFF06900Health Services

27/07/2021WRFFFF070001543. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Health if he will take steps to 
expedite the case of a child (details supplied). [34124/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFF07100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRFFFF07200National Maternity Hospital

27/07/2021WRFFFF073001544. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his plans for the Holles Street 
Hospital site once the national maternity hospital has relocated; if it will be repurposed within 
the HSE or sold; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34131/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFF07400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is committed to the 
development of a new National Maternity Hospital (NMH) as planned on the St Vincent’s Uni-
versity Hospital Campus at Elm Park. As the Deputy will be aware, a draft legal framework 
has been developed which aims to address the ownership and governance arrangements at the 
new National Maternity Hospital (NMH) on the Elm Park campus. While there has been further 
engagement with stakeholders in relation to these matters, this process has yet to conclude. 

Following the relocation of the NMH, it is intended that ownership of the existing Holles 
Street Hospital buildings would transfer to the State. However, a decision in relation to the fu-
ture use of the Holles Street buildings has yet to be made.

27/07/2021WRFFFF07500Vaccination Programme
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27/07/2021WRFFFF076001545. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if all teachers in all age cohorts 
will be fully vaccinated before returning to the classroom in September 2021; if any teacher 
who will not have time to receive their two jabs before returning to school, based on current 
timeline predictions, will be considered for a vaccine (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34132/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFF07700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation 
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by 
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the 
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 Decem-
ber 2020. 

On the 23rd of February, I announced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Alloca-
tion Strategy. In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several 
conditions associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, 
national and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed 
analysis of underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or 
death. 

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

On the 30th of March, the Government approved a further update to the COVID-19 Vacci-
nation Allocation Strategy. Based on clinical, scientific and ethical frameworks produced by the 
National Immunisation Advisory Committee and my Department, following the vaccination of 
those most at risk, future groups will be vaccinated by age, in cohorts of 10 years (i.e., 64-55; 
54-45, etc.). 

The move to an age-based model better supports the programme objectives by: 

- protecting those at highest risk of severe disease first, which benefits everyone most; 

- facilitating planning and execution of the programme across the entire country; 

- improving transparency and fairness.  

Further details are available here: gov.ie/en/press-release/93f8f-minister-donnelly-announc-
es-update-to-irelands-vaccination-prioritisation-list/

It is currently anticipated that all eligible persons over 16 years who wish to avail of a vac-
cine will be vaccinated by end-September.

27/07/2021WRGGGG00200Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRGGGG003001546. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the combina-
tion of Covid-19 vaccine brands for the first and second doses; the evidence considered as ac-
ceptable as proof of full vaccination in such circumstances; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34150/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland’s COVID-19 vaccination pro-
gramme strategy is to distribute all available vaccines as quickly as is operationally possible, 
prioritising those who are most vulnerable to COVID-19. The programme is based on the prin-
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ciples of safety, effectiveness and fairness, with the objective of reducing severe illness, hospi-
talisations and deaths from COVID-19 infection.

The immunisation programme in Ireland is based on the advice of the National Immunisa-
tion Advisory Committee (NIAC). The Committee’s recommendations are based on the preva-
lence of the relevant disease in Ireland and international best practices in relation to immunisa-
tion. It makes recommendations on vaccination policy to my Department.

The NIAC review all data relating to COVID-19 vaccines on a rolling basis. Following the 
recommendation for use of vaccines against COVID-19 by the European Medicines Agency 
(EMA) and authorisation for use by the European Commission, the NIAC develops guidance 
for their use in Ireland which is contained in the Immunisation Guidelines for Ireland. 

These guidelines are continuously updated and include guidance on all new vaccines as 
they are approved for use in Ireland. The current Guidelines state: There are currently four 
COVID-19 Vaccines authorised for use in Ireland. The vaccines are not interchangeable.For 
vaccines that have a two-dose schedule, the same vaccine should be used for both doses.

You can read the guidelines at: www.hse.ie/eng/health/immunisation/hcpinfo/guidelines/co-
vid19.pdf

There is insufficient evidence to recommend a change from the authorised two-dose Vaxzevr-
ia® schedule or to support giving an mRNA vaccine instead of the second dose of Vaxzevria®. 
There is a need for further evidence on the safety and effectiveness of mixed (heterologous)
vaccine schedules. Further information is expected in the coming months which may warrant 
an update of these recommendations.

Those who started their COVID-19 schedule with a vaccine not authorised for use or un-
available in Ireland should be offered one dose of any authorised COVID-19 vaccine. The re-
cipient should then be regarded as fully vaccinated.

27/07/2021WRGGGG00500Health Service Executive

27/07/2021WRGGGG006001547. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the status of his Department’s 
efforts to rectify the lack of local HSE ophthalmic services for children in north County Mayo; 
the steps that have been taken to alleviate the long lists that are now developing; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34151/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGG00800Covid-19 Tests

27/07/2021WRGGGG009001548. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health when the recommendations of 
the report of the Covid-19 Rapid Testing Group will be fully implemented; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [34158/21]
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27/07/2021WRGGGG010001774. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health when the recommendations of 
the report of the Covid-19 Rapid Testing Group will be fully implemented; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [35482/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG01100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1548 
and 1774 together.

The “Report of the COVID-19 Rapid Testing Group” which was chaired at my request by 
the Government’s chief scientific adviser, Professor Mark Ferguson, and published on 1 April 
2021, made a number of recommendations for sectors outside the health sector, and these are a 
matter for the Ministers and Departments with responsibility for the sectors concerned.

I have recently established an Expert Advisory Group on Rapid Testing. The group, chaired 
by Professor Mary Horgan, will support and advise government departments that are respon-
sible for progressing pilots and the roll-out of rapid tests in their respective sectors. The Group’s 
Terms of Reference and further information can be found at:

www.gov.ie/en/press-release/e2767-minister-donnelly-establishes-expert-advisory-group-
on-rapid-testing/.

27/07/2021WRGGGG01200Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRGGGG013001549. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Health if he met with maternity hospitals 
recently regarding restrictions on partners; when his next expected engagement with hospitals 
will be especially in relation to Mayo University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34177/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGG01500Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRGGGG016001550. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the urgent plans that are in 
place to ensure Erasmus students leaving for overseas can be vaccinated before they go to 
ensure their own safety and that of the population in their host country; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34243/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE is currently offering everyone 
who registers online an mRNA vaccine - either the Moderna or Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine - when 
it is available. People waiting for their first vaccination appointment also have a choice to opt-in 
or out of getting the AstraZeneca vaccine if it is available earlier than an mRNA vaccine. If opt-
ing for this vaccine, a person may be vaccinated sooner, depending on the availability of supply.

Alternatively, an individual can get a COVID-19 vaccine at a local pharmacy if not already 
vaccinated and are aged a) 50 or over or b) 18 to 34. 
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The latest group who can register online to get a COVID-19 vaccine are people aged 16 and 
17.

Erasmus students should also familiarise themselves with the public health requirements of 
their country of destination prior to travel.

International travel policy is kept under continuous consideration informed by the interna-
tional epidemiological situation and public health advice.

27/07/2021WRGGGG01800Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRGGGG019001551. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be 
expedited for a child (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34244/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGG02100Disability Services

27/07/2021WRGGGG022001552. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the waiting list time for first and 
review assessments for speech and language assessment and speech and language therapy in 
each CHO area from 2020 to latest date in 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34245/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGG02400Disability Services

27/07/2021WRGGGG025001553. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the number of children waiting 
for an assessment of need in each CHO; the length of time they have been waiting in each CHO 
area from 2020 to latest date in 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34246/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
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shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGG02700Disability Services

27/07/2021WRGGGG028001554. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a full and ac-
curate breakdown of the assessment of needs requests by suggested supports listed on the ap-
plication forms in each CHO area between 2020 and latest date in 2021; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34247/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGG03000Health Services

27/07/2021WRGGGG031001555. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the reason there was no HRB 
report on drug or alcohol treatment in 2020; if one is to be published; and if a timeline can be 
given for this publication. [34258/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The Health 
Research Board (HRB) publishes an annual bulletin on trends in the treatment of problem drug 
and alcohol use, based on the National Drug Treatment Reporting System. The data for 2020 
were recently published by the HRB and can be found at the below links: 

2020 drug treatment data: 

  www.hrb.ie/publications/publications/11%2C2/

2020 alcohol treatment data: 

  www.hrb.ie/publications/publication/alcohol-treatment-in-ireland-2014-to-2020/return-
Page/1/ 

27/07/2021WRGGGG03300Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRGGGG034001556. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal can expect to receive an appointment for a procedure in Letterkenny 
University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34259/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
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Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGG03600Health Service Executive

27/07/2021WRGGGG037001557. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the cost to the HSE of the 
Shannon Doc service for 2018, 2019 and 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34260/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGG03900Disability Diagnoses

27/07/2021WRGGGG040001558. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the action being under-
taken to ensure a diagnosis for autism for a child is achieved in the quickest timeframe possible 
to help ensure early intervention as required; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34273/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGG04200Disability Services

27/07/2021WRGGGG043001559. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the action he is taking 
to increase the level of early intervention support and support from school age going teams 
being made available for children with autism; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34274/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
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hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGG04500Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRGGGG046001560. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if an assurance will be 
given that two vaccination centres (details supplied) will stay open until the full vaccination of 
all age groups has been completed; if he will confirm that he is not considering closing one of 
them until that point has been reached; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34285/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGG04800Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRGGGG049001561. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if matters raised in correspon-
dence (details supplied) will be examined. [34286/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGG05100Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRGGGG052001562. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health if consideration has been given to 
providing early access to a vaccine for students who are travelling overseas to attend college in 
September 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34294/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG053001633. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Health if a vaccination programme 
will be put in place to vaccinate Erasmus students before they travel abroad to study in August 
and September 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34525/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG054001671. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he has given consideration 
to making Covid-19 vaccination available for persons who must travel abroad for teaching or 
as part of their third-level education placement, Erasmus, studying abroad and so on and who 
must be vaccinated before they can take up such a post; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34885/21]
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27/07/2021WRGGGG055001678. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Health the advice for young college 
students who are planning to attend college abroad in September 2021 who may not yet be eli-
gible to be vaccinated for Covid-19 and therefore will not have a digital passport; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34915/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG056001910. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if he has considered allow-
ing students who are going on Erasmus to receive their Covid-19 vaccine in advance of their 
departure regardless of their age; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35838/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1562, 
1633, 1671, 1678 and 1910 together.

The HSE is currently offering everyone who registers online an mRNA vaccine - either the 
Moderna or Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine - when it is available. People waiting for their first vac-
cination appointment also have a choice to opt-in or out of getting the AstraZeneca vaccine if 
it is available earlier than an mRNA vaccine. If opting for this vaccine, a person may be vacci-
nated sooner, depending on the availability of supply. Alternatively, an individual can get a CO-
VID-19 vaccine at a local pharmacy if not already vaccinated and are aged:50 or over 18 to 34

Availability of pharmacy vaccines will depend on supply. Many pharmacies are offering 
people in these age groups the Janssen vaccine.

The latest group who can register online to get a COVID-19 vaccine are people aged 16 and 
17.

If over 18, people can still register if they haven’t already.

27/07/2021WRGGGG05800Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRGGGG059001563. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the cost to date in 2021 for Cov-
id-19-related protective clothing and equipment; the cost in 2020; and the usual annual budget 
for protective clothing and equipment. [34295/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGG06100Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRGGGG062001564. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the cost of Covid-19 vaccines 
by company to date in 2021; and the number of vaccines from each company that have been 
purchased to date. [34300/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG06300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
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IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the 
HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGG06400Home Help Service

27/07/2021WRGGGG065001565. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason home help 
hours were taken in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34301/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG06600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the Health Service Executive 
(HSE).  However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to 
access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which 
has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems.  The disruption to service is on-going 
and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and to resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRGGGG06700Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRGGGG068001566. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the role pharmacists are antici-
pated to play in the vaccine roll-out; and if dental professionals are expected to participate in 
the process. [34302/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG06900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has built and deployed its 
workforce in order to deliver on the requirements associated with rolling out the COVID-19 
vaccine programme.

GPs, Pharmacists, doctors, nurses, paramedics, and many healthcare professionals, have a 
role to play in the vaccination programme.The vaccine rollout is being conducted on a 7-day 
week basis. 

It is not intended that dentists will be called upon to participate as vaccinators in the pro-
gramme at this time.

27/07/2021WRGGGG07000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRGGGG071001567. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health the status of the extension 
of the temporary assistance payment scheme for nursing homes which is due to cease on 30 
June 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34307/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG072001656. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health if the temporary assistance pay-
ment scheme will be extended to continue supporting nursing homes with infection prevention 
control, enhanced resident safety and staffing measures for the duration of the Covid-19 pan-
demic; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34748/21]
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27/07/2021WRGGGG07300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1567 and 1656 together.

The Temporary Assistance Payment Scheme (TAPS) was established in April 2020 as a 
temporary administrative measure in response to the challenges faced by the nursing home 
sector at the start of the pandemic. As the pandemic continued, additional support measures for 
private and voluntary nursing homes have been delivered through the Health Service Executive 
(HSE).

As of 26 July 2021, 7,956 claims had been submitted as part of the Scheme. In total, €134.5 
million has been made available under TAPS between 2020 and 2021.

 Due to the ongoing high level of risk associated with COVID-19 during this period, the 
Department of Health extended the scheme twice, far beyond the originally planned timescale 
of three months. The further extension of the scheme was outlined in the Government’s Plan 
‘Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living with COVID-19’, published in Septem-
ber 2020. This provided assurance of the Scheme’s availability and a planned timeframe of 
operation to the end of June 2021.

The cessation of TAPS at the end of June, as planned and previously announced, was com-
municated with all relevant stakeholders, including Nursing Homes Ireland – the national rep-
resentative body for the private and voluntary nursing home sector.

There has been a marked improvement in the status of the virus in nursing homes due to the 
rollout of the National Vaccination Programme – COVID-19 cases and outbreaks in nursing 
homes are now at a very low level compared with the first quarter of the year and, overall, the 
epidemiological situation is very positive. It is the Department’s understanding that currently 
there is one open outbreak in a nursing home.

 (Please note that the cyber-attack on the HSE on 14 May 2021 has prevented the routine 
notification of cases, associated deaths and outbreaks of COVID-19 to the Computerised Infec-
tious Disease Reporting (CIDR) system. As an interim measure, provisional epidemiological 
reports are being prepared but have not undergone the data validation procedures undertaken 
through CIDR. For this reason, data continues to be provisional at this time.)

- The Scheme has fulfilled its temporary purpose of providing financial support to nursing 
homes to address COVID-19. Although the risk is greatly reduced, it has not been completely 
eliminated, therefore the outbreak assistance element of the Scheme will continue to be avail-
able to nursing homes until the end of 2021. Availability of outbreak assistance is subject to the 
overall sanctioned amount of €42m for 2021.

-The substantial package of non-financial supports outlined below will continue to be pro-
vided for the time being:

- Provision of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). The continued supply of PPE is a key 
support mechanism and will be provided in line with clinical and public health recommenda-
tions;

- The COVID-19 Response Teams established to support Public Health Outbreak teams 
covering all residential services as well as home support settings. All stakeholders, includ-
ing the COVID-19 Nursing Homes Expert Panel, have highlighted the significant contribution 
these new teams have made to supporting nursing homes throughout the pandemic;

- The HSE Temporary Accommodation Scheme;
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- HSE training and development resources, including the opening up of HSeLanD to private 
and voluntary providers.

- IPC support and advice;

- The substantial suite of publicly available guidance developed to support the sector.

 These measures and supports reflect a significant investment by the State to support nursing 
homes and other services such as the COVID-19 Response Teams, and are a clear signal of the 
work that is ongoing to integrate the wider health system.

It is also important to reflect that all nursing homes, as registered providers with HIQA, 
have well-established obligations under the legal framework in terms of the delivery of safe 
care to residents. Nursing homes are required, by law, to ensure that procedures consistent with 
the standards for the prevention and control of healthcare-associated infections published by 
HIQA are implemented by staff. The current infection prevention and control standards have 
been in operation since 2018. Good and effective IPC procedures should be in place across the 
entire health and social care service as a matter of course.

In February 2021, a revised plan ‘Resilience and Recovery 2021 Plan: The Path Ahead’ was 
published by the Government. This plan recognises the need for longer-term reform of both old-
er persons and nursing home care, broadly reflecting the lessons learned from the COVID-19 
Nursing Homes Expert Panel and the pandemic. However, these structural reforms, including 
the policy and regulatory framework, extend beyond the scope of a temporary financial support 
scheme aimed at a specific, time-limited public health objective.

27/07/2021WRGGGG07400Home Help Service

27/07/2021WRGGGG075001568. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if a person (details sup-
plied) will be provided with the home help hours they need given they have numerous health 
conditions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34338/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG07600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGG07625Home Help Service

27/07/2021WRGGGG076501569. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the assistance that can be 
given to a person (details supplied); and if night-time care will be allocated to them given the 
circumstances. [34339/21]

Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
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hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point. 

27/07/2021WRGGGG07700Care of the Elderly

27/07/2021WRGGGG078001570. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
supplied) will receive an appointment with the geriatric nurse. [34340/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG07900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRGGGG08000Health Services

27/07/2021WRGGGG081001571. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of persons that 
have been referred to addiction or mental health services through accident and emergency in 
each of the years 2017 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. [34341/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGG08200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHH00200Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRHHHH003001572. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of persons that 
have been referred to addiction or mental health services by their general practitioner in each of 
the years 2017 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. [34342/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.
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27/07/2021WRHHHH00500Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRHHHH006001573. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of persons that 
have been referred to addiction or mental health services by Tusla in each of the years 2017 to 
2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. [34343/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHH00800Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRHHHH009001574. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of persons that 
have been referred to addiction or mental health services through means other than hospital, 
general practitioner or Tusla in each of the years 2017 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular 
form. [34344/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHH01100Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRHHHH012001575. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of presentations 
for self-harm in each of the years 2017 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. [34345/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHH01400Health Service Executive

27/07/2021WRHHHH015001576. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Health the reason the HSE is no lon-
ger interested in the units at a location (details supplied). [34349/21]
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27/07/2021WRHHHH01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHH01700Hospital Facilities

27/07/2021WRHHHH018001577. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the plans that are in place to 
improve and develop services at Naas General Hospital, County Kildare; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34350/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHH02000Home Care Packages

27/07/2021WRHHHH021001578. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of dementia-related 
intensive home care packages being provided in each county in 2021; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34351/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHH02225Home Care Packages

27/07/2021WRHHHH022501579. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the cost of delivering the Sláin-
tecare commitment to establishing a statutory home care scheme; the timeframe involved; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter.  [34352/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH02275Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Enabling people 
with care needs to continue to live independently at home for as long as possible is a priority 
for the Government. To advance this, the Government is committed to establishing a new, statu-
tory scheme for the financing and regulation of home-support services, which the Department 
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of Health is currently developing. It is envisaged that the new scheme will provide equitable 
access to high-quality services based on a person’s assessed care-needs.  

Work is on-going within the Department to determine the optimal approach to the devel-
opment of the new scheme within the broader context of the Sláintecare reforms. This work 
encompasses the development of the regulatory framework for the new scheme; the examina-
tion of the options for the financing model for the scheme; and the development of a reformed 
model of service-delivery. With the aim of ensuring that all service-users are provided with a 
standard, high-quality level of care which is safe, effective, and person-centred, it is envisaged 
that the regulatory framework will encompass primary legislation for the licensing of providers, 
minimum standards, and national quality standards. 

The Sláintecare Implementation Strategy and Action Plan 2021–2023 commits to the ad-
vancement of the development of the new home-support scheme in 2021 and to the commence-
ment of its implementation in 2022. Funding was secured in 2021 for the HSE to progress the 
roll-out of interRAI as the standard assessment tool for care-needs in the community; the pilot 
of a reformed model of service-delivery for home-support; and the establishment of a National 
Office for Home Support Services. 

Mobilisation of the pilot of a reformed model of service-delivery is expected to commence 
at the end of August, supported by the National Office. The pilot will deliver an additional 
230,000 hours of home-support over a six month period in four community healthcare network 
(CHN) sites. The four sites selected for the pilot are: CHO 2 Tuam, Athenry and Loughrea; 
CHO 4 Bandon, Kinsale and Carrigaline; CHO 7 Ballyfermot and Palmerstown; and CHO 8 
East Westmeath. In addition, approximately 130 posts have been funded for the national rollout 
of the interRAI Ireland system, which the home-support pilot will test as the standard assess-
ment tool for care-needs. 

While the new home-support scheme is under development, the Government is prioritising 
improving access to home-support services. As part of Budget 2021, funding for an additional 
5 million hours of home-support was provided. This increased investment will contribute to 
meeting the Programme for Government commitment to providing equitable access to home-
support services. 

27/07/2021WRHHHH02300Community Care

27/07/2021WRHHHH024001580. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the cost of delivering the Sláin-
tecare commitment to invest in 32 community specialist hubs for older persons and persons 
living with chronic disease; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34353/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH025001705. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Health the cost of delivering the 
Sláintecare commitment to invest in 32 community specialist hubs for older persons and per-
sons living with chronic disease; the timeframe involved; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34282/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1580 
and 1705 together.

In 2021, significant funding of €150 million was allocated to deliver a programme of En-
hanced Community Care, a key component of which is the provision of Community Specialist 
Teams for the management of chronic disease and to support older people with complex needs.

Of the total €150 million, €45.5 million was allocated to establish Community Specialist 



Questions - Written Answers

828

Teams for Chronic Disease Management (CDM) and €18.1 million was allocated to establish 
Specialist Teams for Older Persons.  This funding was intended to allow for the development 
of 36 teams in the first phase of the ECC rollout, 18 of which would support CDM and 18 of 
which would support older persons.   

The ongoing impact of COVID and the disruption caused by the cyberattack on the HSE 
has delayed the full establishment of the teams, but work and recruitment is ongoing, and it is 
expected that they will be more fully established by year end. The remaining teams (28 in total) 
will be provisioned under the second phase of the ECC Programme.

This Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue and is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services.

27/07/2021WRHHHH02700Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRHHHH028001581. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health if the HSE has support staff and 
policies in place to assist and support employees who feel they may have dyslexia to assist with 
diagnosis and to get formal accommodations if required; the other supports in place for persons 
working within the HSE who have dyslexia; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34358/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is not possible at present to refer PQs 
to the HSE for response, on foot of the cyber attack on their IT systems.  As such, the Deputy 
may wish to raise this question again when it will be possible for the HSE to respond.

27/07/2021WRHHHH03000Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRHHHH031001582. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health his views on the current diffi-
culties being faced by sporting businesses and clubs that are not affiliated to a governing body 
such as independent carting clubs which are excluded from operation due to the definition of 
a sporting event under the current Covid-19 legislation; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34360/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to advise the Deputy that Na-
tional Governing Bodies and the definition of sporting events is a matter for the Department of 
Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media.

27/07/2021WRHHHH03300Family Support Services

27/07/2021WRHHHH034001583. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health his views on the press release 
(details supplied) in respect of the Family Addiction Support Network which has issued a warn-
ing that it may have to close its doors in July 2021 due to critical underfunding in the service; 
his plans to make sure this does not take place in order to safeguard the essential support servic-
es it provides in the north-east region; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34365/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The National 
Drug Strategy, Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery, recognises the role of families affected 
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by drug use in contributing to the planning, design and delivery of effective addiction services.

In Budget 2021, I secured €280,000 in additional funding to support family services.  This 
funding will be used to develop and broaden the range of peer-led, mutual aid and family sup-
port programmes in accordance with best practice, in line with goal 4 of the National Drugs 
Strategy. The development of family support services is listed as a drug and alcohol priority in 
the HSE National Service Plan for 2021.  It is intended that the HSE will develop coordinated 
family support programmes in the following four areas this year:

- Dublin North Inner City,

- Cork/Kerry,

- Louth and Meath,

- Donegal.

Each initiative will be allocated €70,000. I am happy to report that the funding allocated for 
these services is currently being drawn down by the HSE in line with departmental guidelines.

Arising from the scoping report on community safety and wellbeing in Drogheda, the HSE 
is undertaking a review of statutory, voluntary and community drug services in the region. This 
includes the provision of family support services. 

I am aware that the HSE has had an initial meeting with Family Addiction Support Network 
(FASN) and requested a revised funding application up to end of 2021, which is being consid-
ered.   

I would encourage FASN to continue to engage with the HSE re the allocation of the ad-
ditional funding for family support services in Louth and Meath.

27/07/2021WRHHHH03600Health Services

27/07/2021WRHHHH037001584. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the annualised revenue and 
capital cost of implementing all of the remaining measures in the Health Service Breastfeeding 
Action Plan 2016-2021 in 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34367/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH038001760. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the outstanding measures 
in the Breastfeeding Action Plan; the estimated additional funding this requires for full imple-
mentation; the basis on which this funding must be made available that is, one-off or recurring; 
the revenue and capital split of this funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35468/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1584 and 1760 together.

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point. 
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I can say however that this year, Healthy Ireland is making a significant investment towards 
giving children the best start in life through facilitating the implementation of the National 
Breastfeeding Action Plan. Ireland has a culture of bottle feeding and, in order to improve child 
and maternal health, as well as reductions in childhood obesity and chronic diseases, we need to 
improve our breastfeeding rates. In May, funding of €1.54m was announced which will provide 
the additional 24 lactation consultants across hospital and community settings, that are required 
to ensure timely skilled assistance for mothers who wish to breastfeed and support enhanced 
training, skills and knowledge to frontline staff.

27/07/2021WRHHHH04000Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRHHHH041001585. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health when Covid-19 vaccines 
will be made available to persons aged 12 to 18 with an underlying condition; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34368/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH042001619. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health when vaccination will commence 
for those aged between 12 and 15 who are deemed at very high risk of severe disease in line 
with the European Medicines Agency approval for the use of a vaccine (details supplied) for the 
age group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34502/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH043001675. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health if there are plans to administer 
a vaccine (details supplied) to young persons with conditions, syndromes or illnesses who are 
particularly vulnerable should they contract the Covid-19 virus in view of his recent acknowl-
edgement as good news that the European Medical Agency and others have approved the vac-
cine for use in the 12 to 15 year olds cohort; if so, when this will happen; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34912/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH044001695. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health when vulnerable children aged 
between 12 and 15 years of age will be offered vaccination against Covid-19; the NIAC advice 
in relation to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34981/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH045001708. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health when children under the 
age of 16 who suffer from severe cystic fibrosis that have been absent from the in-school setting 
since March 2020 will be considered eligible to avail of a Covid-19 vaccine; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [35043/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1585, 
1619, 1675, 1695 and 1708 together.

Ireland welcomes the European Medicines Agency age extension recommendations for the 
COVID-19 vaccines Comirnaty (Pfizer/BioNTech) and Spikevax (Moderna) to include use in 
children 12+. The National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) has reviewed the mat-
ter and recommended that the Vaccination Programme is extended to encompass the vaccina-
tion of children aged between 12-15 years of age. The NIAC advice recommends that all those 
aged 12–15 years should be offered an mRNA vaccine.

27/07/2021WRHHHH04700Hospital Services

27/07/2021WRHHHH048001586. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if the level of services pro-
vided at a healthcare facility (details supplied) will continue as at present; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34369/21]
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27/07/2021WRHHHH04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Department of Health has been in 
contact with the RCSI Hospital Group and they have confirmed that services at the Emergency 
Department in Cavan General Hospital remain unchanged.

27/07/2021WRHHHH05000Covid-19 Tests

27/07/2021WRHHHH051001587. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health if the HSE will consider of-
fering free Covid-19 PCR tests for patients travelling to the UK for essential treatment; if he 
has had discussions with the HSE in relation to circumstances (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34370/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): COVID-19 tests for the purposes of 
travel, both to and from the State, can be sourced via private testing providers, in order to pre-
serve the testing capacity of the HSE for priority groups and public health screening. 

Arrivals to Ireland can now show evidence of vaccination, recovery or a negative / non-
detected RT-PCR test upon arrival. Persons travelling with a negative / non-detected RT-PCR 
test must ensure that it was taken within 72 hours of arrival. There is no requirement that the 
RT-PCR test must be completed in the country of departure. 

These travel measures are kept under continuous review based on public health advice and 
the international epidemiological situation.

27/07/2021WRHHHH05300Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRHHHH054001588. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Health the steps that are being taken to 
reassure the public that hospitals are safe to attend now that transmission of Covid-19 is mini-
mal amongst healthcare workers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34371/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHH05600Health Services

27/07/2021WRHHHH057001589. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Health if funding will be set aside for 
a programme of recovery for cancer services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34372/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Action Plan on Covid-19 
identified the continued provision of cancer care as a priority. Cancer services continue to oper-
ate in line with guidance issued by the HSE’s National Cancer Control Programme (NCCP).

Funding of €12m has been allocated in Budget 2021 specifically for the restoration of can-
cer services in the context of Covid-19. This funding is supporting hospitals in addressing 
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backlogs, extending clinic times, providing additional clinics, increasing diagnostic capacity 
and providing locum support. It is also supporting virtual clinics and more accurate triage, and 
is facilitating infrastructure improvements and equipment purchases to increase capacity across 
Rapid Access Clinics and surgical, medical and radiation oncology services. 

In addition, as part of Budget 2021, an extra €20m has been allocated for the continued 
implementation of the National Cancer Strategy this year. This funding is being used to facili-
tate developments across prevention, diagnosis, treatment and patient supports.

Decisions on the funding of cancer services next year will be made in the context of the 
Estimates process for 2022.

27/07/2021WRHHHH05900Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRHHHH060001590. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Health if healthcare workers are re-
ceiving adequate counselling and supports acknowledging the trauma they may have experi-
enced working through the Covid-19 pandemic; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34373/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHH06200Health Services

27/07/2021WRHHHH063001591. Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Health if he plans to engage with his 
healthcare colleagues and counterparts in Northern Ireland to establish a cancer services catch 
up programme task force; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34374/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): There are no plans for the establish-
ment of a cancer services taskforce. The continued development of cancer services in Ireland is 
guided by the aims and objectives of the National Cancer Strategy 2017-2026. The Strategy has 
received near universal support for the way forward that is mapped out and its implementation 
is a Programme for Government commitment, and is part of the implementation of Sláintecare. 

We have seen significant progress on the implementation of the Strategy over the past four 
years, with clear evidence-based policy direction from my Department and strong implementa-
tion by the HSE’s National Cancer Control Programme. Funding of €20m has been allocated 
for the continued implementation of the National Cancer Strategy this year. This funding is 
facilitating developments across prevention, diagnosis, treatment and patient supports. 

Furthermore, an additional €12m has been allocated specifically for the restoration of cancer 
services in the context of Covid-19. This funding is supporting hospitals in addressing back-
logs, extending clinic times, providing additional clinics, increasing diagnostic capacity and 
providing locum support. It is also supporting virtual clinics and more accurate triage, and is 
facilitating infrastructure improvements and equipment purchases to increase capacity across 
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Rapid Access Clinics and surgical, medical and radiation oncology services. 

While there are no plans for the establishment of a cancer services taskforce with Northern 
Ireland, there is already strong and regular North/South collaboration in relation to oncology 
matters. In particular, we have worked very closely together in relation to the provision of ra-
diotherapy services for Irish patients in the Northwest Cancer Centre, Altnagelvin Area Hospi-
tal, Derry. I look forward to continued engagement with counterparts in Northern Ireland to the 
benefit of cancer patients North and South.

  Question No. 1592 answered with Question No. 1509.

27/07/2021WRHHHH06600Health Services

27/07/2021WRHHHH067001593. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be seen for occupational therapy, psychological therapy and physiotherapy; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34470/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH06800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHH06900Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRHHHH070001594. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Health the status of an application for 
the drugs payment scheme by a person (details supplied); and when they can expect a decision 
on their case. [34471/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH07100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRHHHH07200Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRHHHH073001595. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health the current guidance and advice 
to schools and churches in respect of organising First Holy Communion and Confirmation cer-
emonies; if these important events can now be organised; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34472/21]
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27/07/2021WRHHHH07400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, on 29 
June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and society in line with 
Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status. 

Disease incidence has increased rapidly in recent weeks, especially among those who are 
not yet fully protected through vaccination and the outlook for the coming weeks is very un-
certain. 

In line with the delay to other July measures, the current advice is that religious ceremonies 
(outside of weddings and funerals) should not go ahead at present. This is in recognition of the 
multi household, multi-generational nature of these events and linked social activities and is a 
response to concerns from public health across the regions in relation to gatherings of this na-
ture. Unfortunately, due to current uncertainties there is not yet an indication of when religious 
ceremonies will recommence. The epidemiological situation will be monitored on an ongoing 
basis and the level of restrictions will be kept under review by Government. 

Church leaders have been very supportive of the overall national public health response to 
date and the Government will continue to work with them to ensure that all ceremonies can 
return when it is safe to do so.

Significant progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent months due to the 
huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved lives and limited 
the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent months we must 
continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health guidelines.

27/07/2021WRHHHH07500Health Service Executive

27/07/2021WRHHHH076001596. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of women and-or 
families of women currently involved in court cases, litigation and negotiation with the HSE 
regarding the alleged misreading of their smear tests. [34473/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH07700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The State Claims Agency (SCA) has a 
statutory remit to manage personal injury claims on behalf of Delegated State Authorities in-
cluding the Health Service Executive. 

The information requested by the Deputy is not readily available. However, I have asked 
the State Claims Agency to provide this, and I understand that it will be collated shortly. I will 
respond directly to the Deputy on receipt of this.

27/07/2021WRHHHH07800Health Services

27/07/2021WRHHHH079001597. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of claims received 
to date by the CervicalCheck Tribunal.; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34474/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHH080001628. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of claims 
made to the CervicalCheck Tribunal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34520/21]
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27/07/2021WRHHHH08100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1597 
and 1628 together.

The CervicalCheck Tribunal was established on 27 October 2020 under the CervicalCheck 
Tribunal Act 2019. Establishment of the Tribunal was finalised with the appointment of the 
nominated members to the Tribunal with effect from 1 December 2020.

The Tribunal has indicated to my Department that it has received eight claims. I am advised 
that there has been further interest expressed in using the Tribunal, and it is anticipated that ad-
ditional claims will be received.

The Tribunal is the most appropriate venue to hear and determine CervicalCheck claims. It 
has been specifically designed for that purpose. It is, of course, entirely up to eligible women 
as to whether or not they use it.

27/07/2021WRJJJJ00200Departmental Legal Cases

27/07/2021WRJJJJ003001598. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of claims made and 
proceedings initiated against the HSE or hospital groups by persons or groups of persons whose 
loved ones died after contracting Covid-19 in a hospital setting. [34475/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJ004002279. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of persons and 
families who have taken cases, issued letter of claim and initiated proceedings against the HSE 
regarding the death of a loved one who died having contracted Covid-19 in a HSE-run nursing 
home, residential care facility or hospital. [37223/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJ00500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1598 
and 2279 together.

The State Claims Agency (SCA) has a statutory remit to manage personal injury claims 
on behalf of Delegated State Authorities including the Health Service Executive. I have been 
informed by the SCA that the information contained below was extracted from the National 
Incident Management System (NIMS) according to the below criteria:

 - The explicit reference to ”hospitals”, “nursing homes” or “residential care facility” is 
interpreted as claims notified to the SCA against the HSE which relate to incidents occurring 
within a nursing home, hospital or a community health organisation location/unit. 

 - Claims arising could relate to the death of a service user or staff member. 

The number of claims against the HSE, notified to the SCA, which relate to the death of a 
family member/dependent as a result of contracting Covid-19 in a Nursing Home, healthcare 
facility or hospital setting is 16. Each claim relates to a single death of a family member/depen-
dent.

27/07/2021WRJJJJ00600Data Protection

27/07/2021WRJJJJ007001599. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health if all of the 270 families affected 
by the keeping of records by his Department in relation to possible litigation cases over services 
for children diagnosed with autism have been contacted by a liaison person and offered support; 
if not, the support he plans to offer those families who have not been contacted to date; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [34476/21]
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27/07/2021WRJJJJ00800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I take the allegations made in recent 
media reports including the RTÉ Investigates broadcast of 25 March extremely seriously. 

The Report of the Department of Health team set up to establish the facts in respect of 
specific allegations by RTÉ Primetime Investigates Programme was published on 21st April. 
This report deals with each of the allegations made in the programme and related articles on the 
website. The Department of Health has never gathered sensitive medical and educational infor-
mation on children involved in court cases in the manner portrayed. It also found there was no 
evidence that the Department of Health was secretly compiling dossiers on children with autism 
involved in Special Educational Needs litigation as alleged.

The Department of Health has appointed an Independent Support Liaison Officer to engage 
directly with the 29 families involved in open Special Educational Needs litigation related to 
these allegations. These families are being contacted through the solicitor on file offering the 
opportunity to engage directly with the Independent Support Liaison Officer.

27/07/2021WRJJJJ00900Departmental Correspondence

27/07/2021WRJJJJ010001600. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health if his Department is now in a 
position to respond to persons by email and postal correspondence following the cyber-attack; 
if all families affected by the keeping of records in relation to possible litigation cases over 
services for children diagnosed with autism will be contacted by his Department in the coming 
period; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34477/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJ01100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I take the allegations made in recent 
media reports including the RTÉ Investigates broadcast of 25 March extremely seriously.

The Report of the Department of Health team set up to establish the facts in respect of 
specific allegations by RTÉ Primetime Investigates Programme was published on 21st April. 
This report deals with each of the allegations made in the programme and related articles on the 
website. The Department of Health has never gathered sensitive medical and educational infor-
mation on children involved in court cases in the manner portrayed. It also found there was no 
evidence that the Department of Health was secretly compiling dossiers on children with autism 
involved in Special Educational Needs litigation as alleged.

The Department of Health has appointed an Independent Support Liaison Officer to engage 
directly with the 29 families involved in open Special Educational Needs litigation related to 
these allegations. These families are being contacted through the solicitor on file offering the 
opportunity to engage directly with the Independent Support Liaison Officer.

I must advise the Deputy that there continue to be IT access issues arising from the cyber se-
curity incident. Dependent on the nature of the query, these issues may affect the Department’s 
ability to respond in full.

27/07/2021WRJJJJ01200Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRJJJJ013001601. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if advice will be provided 
on a matter raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34478/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJ01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On 4 June I announced a shorter interval 
between doses for the Vaxzevria® (AstraZeneca) vaccine. This follows updated recommenda-
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tions from the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC), which have been endorsed 
by the Chief Medical Officer. The NIAC has concluded that those of any age (without any pre-
vious COVID-19 infection), who have received their first dose of Vaxzevria® should receive 
their second dose 8-12 weeks later.

The HSE recently received updated advice from the NIAC in relation to reducing the dos-
ing interval for the administration of the AstraZeneca vaccine from 12 weeks to 8.  Extensive 
planning was required to put in place a programme that would see the remaining, approximately 
450,000 people, in receipt of the AstraZeneca vaccine fully immunised through the administra-
tion of this second dose and this was substantially completed by 19 July.

27/07/2021WRJJJJ01500Hospital Services

27/07/2021WRJJJJ016001602. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of providing an 
inpatient perinatal service in the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34479/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJ01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRJJJJ01800Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRJJJJ019001603. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the number of clinicians employed 
in specialist eating disorder team; the number of vacancies; the number of clinicians needed for 
16 specialist eating disorder hubs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34480/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJ02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRJJJJ02100Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRJJJJ022001604. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of implanting 
surge capacity for mental health services for public patients in a private setting; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34481/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJ02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
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shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRJJJJ02400Health Services

27/07/2021WRJJJJ025001605. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of implanting 
the commitment in the National Clinical Programme for Eating Disorders published by the 
HSE in 2018 of putting in place 16 specialist eating disorder hubs nationwide over five years; 
the number of the recommended 16 specialist hubs that are fully operational at present; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [34482/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJ02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRJJJJ02700Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRJJJJ028001606. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the estimated capital cost and 
revenue cost of moving to a seven-day week outpatient model of child and adolescent mental 
health care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34483/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJ02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRJJJJ03000Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRJJJJ031001607. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of a 10% in-
crease in homeless mental health care services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34484/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJ03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
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advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRJJJJ03300Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRJJJJ034001608. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of doubling 
investment in site maintenance and upgrading approved mental health centres; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34485/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJ03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRJJJJ03600Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRJJJJ037001609. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of establishing 
an advocacy service for mental health; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34486/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJ03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRJJJJ03900Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRJJJJ040001610. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of implement-
ing the new mental health strategy Sharing the Vision over a five-year timeframe; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34487/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJ04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Mental Health 
is a priority for me and for the Government. Supporting positive mental health is particularly 
important during the current pandemic. 

The Government has invested significantly in enhancing mental health services. The Budget 
2021 allocation for mental health is in excess of €1.1 billion, an increase of €50 million over 
2020. Of the additional €50 million for 2021, €23 million is being used to commence imple-
mentation of many of the short-term recommendations in Sharing the Vision. This will fund an 
additional 153 staff in enhancing community mental health teams, including CAMHS, clinical 
care programmes, bereavement counselling, employment supports and crisis resolution. 

The existing base budget each year plus any additional allocation will allow us to develop 
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a more modern mental health service, which is recovery-focused and community based. One 
of the priority actions for 2021, as set out in the HSE National Service Plan, is to develop a 
sustainable costed plan for the governance, model of service and implementation of the national 
policy for mental health, Sharing the Vision, which has a ten-year implementation roadmap, 
overseen by the National Implementation and Monitoring Committee (NIMC). The funding 
required will be based on the NIMC’s work plan, which will identify developments for each 
year. This funding will then be sought as part of the estimates process and in close conjunction 
with the development of the HSE’s National Service Plan each year. 

  Sharing the Vision is not prescriptive on staff numbers, however the composition and skill 
mix of each community mental health team (CMHT), along with clinical and operational proto-
cols, should take into consideration the needs and social circumstances of its sector population 
and the availability of staff with relevant skills. Providing the core skills of CMHTs are met, 
there should be flexibility in how the teams are resourced to meet the full range of needs where 
there is strong population-based needs assessment data.

27/07/2021WRJJJJ04200Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRJJJJ043001611. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the estimated capital cost and 
revenue cost to achieve a 24/7 crisis intervention service; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34488/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJ04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRJJJJ04500Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRJJJJ046001612. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of providing 
universal access to counselling without charge on a general practitioner referral basis; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34489/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJ04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRJJJJ04800Hospital Waiting Lists

27/07/2021WRJJJJ049001613. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (de-
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tails supplied) will be examined and expedited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34490/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJ05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I refer to the matter which has been 
raised by the Deputy.  The Cross-Border Directive (CBD) and the analogous Northern Ireland 
Planned Healthcare Scheme (NIPHS) allows for patients that are normally resident in Ireland 
and availing of public health services to avail of treatment in another EU/EEA Member State, 
for the CBD, or Northern Ireland, for the NIPHS.  Reimbursement under these schemes is made 
at the lesser of either the cost of the treatment in Ireland, or the cost in the other State.  Details 
are available from the HSE’s CBD National Contact Point (NCP).  The CBD is designed to 
assist the mobility of patients by reimbursing them for healthcare accessed in Member States 
other than their Member State of Affiliation across the EU/EEA.

There is no scheme available for the reimbursement of treatment costs where a patient has 
accessed private care within the State.

27/07/2021WRJJJJ05100Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRJJJJ052001614. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health when 25 to 29 year olds can expect 
to register and receive their Covid-19 vaccine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34491/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJ05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE is currently offering everyone 
who registers online an mRNA vaccine - either the Moderna or Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine - when 
it is available. People waiting for their first vaccination appointment also have a choice to opt-in 
or out of getting the AstraZeneca vaccine if it is available earlier than an mRNA vaccine. If opt-
ing for this vaccine, a person may be vaccinated sooner, depending on the availability of supply.

Alternatively, an individual can get a COVID-19 vaccine at a local pharmacy if not already 
vaccinated and are aged:

50 or over

18 to 34

Availability of pharmacy vaccines will depend on supply. Many pharmacies are offering 
people in these age groups the Janssen vaccine.

The latest group who can register online to get a COVID-19 vaccine are people aged 16 to 
17.

If over 18, people can still register if they haven’t already.        

27/07/2021WRJJJJ05400Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRJJJJ055001615. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when his Department will release 
guidelines regarding the resumption of wedding bands and disc jockeys at wedding receptions; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34492/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJ05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, on 29 
June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and society in line with 
Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.
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While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status. However, as an excep-
tion, weddings already planned have been allowed to proceed with the planned increase in the 
number of guests to 50 at the wedding reception with protective measures from 5 July. 

Unfortunately, the outlook for the coming weeks is very uncertain and there is not yet an 
indication of when live music and performances will be permitted at weddings. This is outlined 
further in the Fáilte Ireland guidelines. These guidelines can be found online: covid19.failteire-
land.ie/operational-guidelines/. The epidemiological situation will be monitored on an ongoing 
basis and the level of restrictions will be kept under review by Government.

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines.

27/07/2021WRJJJJ05700Departmental Contracts

27/07/2021WRJJJJ058001616. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the amount spent on con-
sultancy firms (details supplied) in 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; the projects as-
sociated with the firms; the amount spent and outcome of each project; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34493/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJ05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The information requested by the Dep-
uty is not immediately available. I will ask my officials to collate the information and will re-
spond to the Deputy as soon as possible.

27/07/2021WRJJJJ06000Health Service Executive

27/07/2021WRJJJJ061001617. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the way consultancy firms 
utilised by the HSE strategy and planning will be managed in the future; the steps that are 
currently being undertaken by his Department to ensure that HSE staff are utilised in place of 
consultancy firms moving forward; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34494/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJ06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRJJJJ06300EU Directives

27/07/2021WRJJJJ064001618. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the status of the transposing 
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of the EU Council Directive 2013/59/EURATOM into Irish law (details supplied); the work 
that the strategic workforce planning unit in his Department has carried out on this objective to 
date; the timeline he is working toward to fully implement the directive; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34495/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJ06500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Council Directive 2013/59/EURATOM 
(the BSSD), insofar as it relates to the designation of referrers, was fully transposed by the 
European Union (Basic Safety Standards for Protection Against Dangers Arising from Medical 
Exposure to Ionising Radiation) Regulations 2018 (S.I. 256 of 2018).

These regulations designate those who may refer for radiological tests, those who may carry 
them out and other functions; nurses, doctors, dentists and radiographers are designated as ap-
propriate. Physiotherapists are not designated in the regulations and were not designated as 
referrers under the previous regulations.

It should be noted that not all statutorily regulated professions are designated for the pur-
poses of the BSSD.

The Strategic Workforce Planning Unit in my Department is liaising closely with various 
stakeholders, including the HSE and colleagues in other government departments to ensure that 
the introduction of new models of healthcare are planned and managed effectively to ensure that 
we have the health professionals required to meet future healthcare needs.

  Question No. 1619 answered with Question No. 1585.

27/07/2021WRJJJJ06700Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRJJJJ068001620. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the full details of the contract 
terms that were previously agreed for a vaccination centre (details supplied); the reason the 
vaccination centre was not used for the remaining contract term of three weeks; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34503/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJ06900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRJJJJ07000Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRJJJJ071001621. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the costs for the fitting out of a 
vaccination centre (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34504/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJ07200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
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the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRJJJJ07300Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRJJJJ074001622. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the costs for the fitting out of a 
vaccination centre (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34505/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJ07500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRJJJJ07600Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRJJJJ077001623. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health if the HSE plan to arrange a shut-
tle bus service for passengers in Arklow, County Wicklow to travel to the Kilanerin Covid-19 
vaccination centre given there is no direct public transport route from Arklow, County Wicklow 
to attend this centre; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that many persons who do not 
drive are finding it difficult to get to the centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34515/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJ07800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRKKKK00200Health Strategies

27/07/2021WRKKKK003001624. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health the progress made on the 
pilot drug testing service as part of the HSE harm-reduction programme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34516/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKK004001625. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health if on-site testing of drugs at 
festivals will be available in 2021 as part of a harm-reduction strategy; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34517/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKK00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1624 and 1625 together.

Government policy in relation to drug and alcohol addiction services is set out in the Na-
tional Drugs Strategy, Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery-a health led response to drug 
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and alcohol use in Ireland 2017-2025. Action 11 of the strategy aims to strengthen early harm 
reduction responses to current and emerging trends and patterns of drug use. To this end, the 
Emerging Drug Trends and Drug Checking Working Group was established in 2019. 

The Working Group was chaired by the HSE and comprised of representatives from the 
Department of Health, laboratory biochemists and toxicologists, NGO sector and Drug and 
Alcohol Task Forces, a festival safety coordinator, academic expertise, student representation 
and representation from the nightlife scene. 

The group looked at evidence in relation to early harm reduction responses, such as drug 
testing, amnesty bins and media campaigns on current and emerging trends including the use 
of new psychoactive substances. It reviewed literature on nightlife drug use, health and social 
responses and drug checking methodologies. It also engaged with experts at European level.  

This report of the working group is being finalised and will be published in September. The 
report will include a series of recommendations which will inform policy on harm reduction. 

I am committed to increase and support drug-quality testing services, particularly at festi-
vals. I look forward to receiving the report of the working group and to considering its recom-
mendations. 

  Question No. 1625 answered with Question No. 1624.

27/07/2021WRKKKK00700Capital Expenditure Programme

27/07/2021WRKKKK008001626. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the status of capital develop-
ments at health facilities (details supplied) in County Mayo; the budget for each project and the 
amount of spend in 2020 and to date in 2021; the most up-to-date position in each case; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [34518/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKK00900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to operational issues, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are ad-
vised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary Ques-
tions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT 
systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the 
HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRKKKK01000Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRKKKK011001627. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) is still waiting on their vaccine. [34519/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKK01200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.
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  Question No. 1628 answered with Question No. 1597.

27/07/2021WRKKKK02100Legislative Measures

27/07/2021WRKKKK022001629. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the status of the review of 
the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34521/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKK023001749. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health when a review of the Health 
(Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 will be progressed; the timeline regarding 
a review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35457/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKK02400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1629 
and 1749 together.

The Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 was signed into law on 20 
December 2018 and commenced on 1 January 2019. Section 7 of the Act states that “The Min-
ister shall, not later than 3 years after the commencement of this section, carry out a review of 
the operation of this Act”.

The review is being progressed this year. At this stage I anticipate that the review will take 
a three-part approach to reviewing the operation of the Act, with strands focusing on service 
users, service providers and a public consultation.

Research to inform the service user and service provider strands will be commissioned and 
carried out independently, and a public consultation will be held.

Upon completion, a full report with any necessary recommendations, will be submitted to 
me, as Minister, for consideration.

27/07/2021WRKKKK02500Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRKKKK026001630. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the status of the medical 
cannabis access programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34522/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKK027001897. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the status of the medical can-
nabis access programme. [35776/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKK02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1630 
and 1897 together.

The provision of the Medical Cannabis Access Programme is as a result of recommenda-
tions by the Health Products Regulatory Authority in their “Cannabis for Medical User – A 
Scientific Review”.

The review stated that if the policy decision is to make cannabis available for medical pur-
poses, the HPRA advised that it should recognise patient need, but be evidence based. It was 
advised, that treatment with cannabis be only permitted under a controlled access programme 
for the treatment of patients with the following medical conditions which have failed to respond 
to standard treatments;

 - spasticity associated with multiple sclerosis; 
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 - intractable nausea and vomiting associated with chemotherapy; 

 - severe, refractory (treatment-resistant) epilepsy.

Subsequently the Minister for Health established an Expert Reference Group to advise on 
the development of a Medical Cannabis Access Programme. This Group developed detailed 
Clinical Guidelines for the MCAP to be followed by clinicians, which contained inter alia 
guidance on  ingredient combinations that are recommended for each of the three indications 
included in the MCAP.

The Medicinal Cannabis Access programme (MCAP) is a 5-year pilot programme. The pur-
pose of the programme is to facilitate access to acceptable cannabis-based products for medical 
use that are of a standardised quality and which meet the requirements outlined in the Misuse 
of Drugs (Prescription and Control of Supply of Cannabis for Medical Use) Regulations 2019 
(as amended). 

This is an important and positive step forward for those individuals who are suffering seri-
ous ill health but for whom conventional treatments are not working.

There are currently 4 products assessed by the HPRA for inclusion in Schedule 1 of the 
Regulations, more products are currently being assessed by the HPRA.

Reimbursement of the products, prescribed by approved medical consultants and supplied 
through community pharmacies for a specified therapeutic indication in line with Schedule 2 of 
the Misuse of Drugs (Prescription and Control of Supply of Cannabis for Medical Use) Regula-
tions 2019 (as amended) will be on an individual named patient basis aligned to the patient’s 
eligibility under the community drug schemes (Medical Card, Long Term Illness Scheme and 
Drugs Payment Scheme). It cannot be assumed that reimbursement approval will be forthcom-
ing on submission of applications. A reimbursement decision will be communicated with the 
prescribing consultant in writing.

On 15th July, I announced that the Medical Cannabis Access Programme (MCAP) was now 
open for medical consultants to make an application for themselves and their patients to be 
registered for the programme.

Registration by consultants and their patients on the Cannabis for Medical Use Register, to 
be operated by the HSE, is required for the prescribing of cannabis-based products under the 
MCAP.

It is hoped that over time as more acceptable products are made available on the MCAP.

  Question No. 1631 answered with Question No. 1439.

27/07/2021WRKKKK03000Ambulance Service

27/07/2021WRKKKK031001632. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of ambu-
lances available to County Clare from the National Ambulance Service; and the distribution of 
ambulances to municipal districts in each of the years 2018 to 2021, in tabular form. [34524/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKK03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
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IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

  Question No. 1633 answered with Question No. 1562.

27/07/2021WRKKKK03400Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRKKKK035001634. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health if guidance has been issued 
or if the use of hand dryers during the pandemic in toilets has been examined in relation to the 
possible spread of bacteria and potentially a coronavirus; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34535/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKK03600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRKKKK03700Health Strategies

27/07/2021WRKKKK038001635. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health the locations in which the 
school immunisation programme is being administered across the CHO 6 area; if there are plans 
to improve or change the venues for this programme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [34536/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKK03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRKKKK04000Health Services

27/07/2021WRKKKK041001636. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the level of funding as-
signed to residential care provision for children with complex needs in each of the past five 
years to date; the extent to which each allocation has been fully utilised; the area in which 
expenditure was the most prevalent; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34537/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKK04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
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IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRKKKK04300Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRKKKK044001637. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the criteria used to decide the 
number of vaccine centres to be located in each county; the reason County Limerick still has 
only one vaccination centre; the steps being taken to add a second one in the city or county as 
has happened in other counties; the criteria used when selecting the racecourse as a replacement 
centre given that it would only be open on selected days at a time when Limerick has had far 
higher incidence level than the rest of the country; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [34538/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKK04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRKKKK04600Disability Services

27/07/2021WRKKKK047001638. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the financial supports available 
to parents who wish to renovate a room in their home for the purposes of creating a sensory 
room for a child with a disability, other than housing adaptation grants available through local 
authorities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34549/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKK04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I wish to in-
form the Deputy that Housing Adaptation Grants are a matter for the Department of Housing, 
Local Government and Heritage. There is no other funding avenue for an adaptation of the kind 
mentioned in the Deputy’s question.

27/07/2021WRKKKK04900Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRKKKK050001639. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health if he will consider regulations to 
safeguard the largely unvaccinated cohort of young workers employed in the retail and hospi-
tality sector by ensuring CO2 monitors are placed in all such venues to monitor air quality and 
possible dangers of the Covid-19 virus spreading in view of the planned reopening of retail and 
hospitality; if consideration has been given to making such monitors compulsory in all indoor 
dining areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [34550/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKK05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to advise the Deputy that the re-
tail and hospitality sectors are a matter for the Department of Department of Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment and Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media re-
spectively. 

It is the responsibility of individual Government departments to provide sector-specific CO-
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VID-19 advice on ventilation as per their respective remits. 

Also, it is important to note that ventilation has remained one element of the broader in-
fection prevention and control (IPC) response over the course of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
Ventilation, however, is just one aspect of a suite of control measures that work in tandem to 
mitigate the spread of COVID-19. The importance of vaccination, physical distancing, avoid-
ing crowded and poorly ventilated spaces, face coverings, and maintaining good hand and re-
spiratory hygiene as a collective suite of measures applied in tandem remains paramount.

27/07/2021WRKKKK05200Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRKKKK053001640. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will advise on a matter 
raised in correspondence in relation to the EU digital Covid certificate (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [34552/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKK05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Digital COVID Certificate Regula-
tion is intended to facilitate people’s fundamental right to move and reside freely and help to 
support the lifting of restrictions currently in place in a coordinated manner within the EU.

As the Minister for Health, I am supporting the work of my Department in collaborating 
with relevant Departments under the leadership of the Department of Taoiseach to assist in the 
on-going implementation of the EU Digital COVID Certificates.

Individuals should receive their EU Digital COVID Certificate when they are fully vacci-
nated by email or post. Recovery certificates can be requested through the online portal. Cer-
tificates based on negative tests for travel within the EU can be obtained from private testing 
services signed up to the Digital Covid Test Certificate Service.

There is comprehensive information on both the Digital COVID Certificate and interna-
tional travel in general on gov.ie/travel and www.dfa/travel and passengers are encouraged to 
check the public health advice and restrictions in place in the destinations they are travelling to 
before embarking.

27/07/2021WRKKKK05500Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRKKKK056001641. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he has engaged with the 
Minister for Education, the HSE and higher education institutes to ensure that students on clini-
cal placements in hospitals who opt not to be vaccinated can complete their placements without 
failing or repeating the previous academic year; if allowing students to have regular Covid-19 
testing privately will be considered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34553/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKK05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.
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27/07/2021WRKKKK05800Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRKKKK059001642. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health his views on whether the HSE 
recommended medications including cariban, xonvea and navalem should be available on the 
drugs payment scheme for the treatment of hyperemesis gravidarum in women. [34572/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKK06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRKKKK06100Direct Provision System

27/07/2021WRKKKK062001643. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health when HIQA plans to in-
spect the direct provision centres; if it has, the number that have been condemned; the results of 
same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34574/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKK06300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to advise the Deputy that inspec-
tion of direct provision centres is a matter for the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth.

27/07/2021WRKKKK06400Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRKKKK065001644. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if Irish citizens returning from 
green list countries must quarantine upon arrival in the State; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34577/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKK066001645. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if Irish citizens returning from 
green list countries via red list countries must quarantine upon arrival in the State; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34578/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKK06700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1644 
and 1645 together.

  Mandatory hotel quarantine is a legal obligation for any person, except an exempt traveller, 
who has been in a designated state within 14 days of their arrival in Ireland. 

This applies to all passengers who have been in a designated state and includes persons trav-
elling from, or transiting through, designated states within 14 days of their arrival in Ireland, 
regardless of nationality or residence.

Mandatory hotel quarantine is also required for any person, except an exempt traveller, who 
arrives in Ireland from a non-designated state but who does not have a relevant test result. A 
‘relevant test result’ is either:

- a negative RT PCR test result taken no more than 72 hours before you arrive in the State or 
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- a positive RT PCR test result from a test taken no less than 11 days and no more than 180 
days before your arrival

The Health (Amendment) Act 2021 provides for exemptions from mandatory hotel quar-
antine. If you are not an exempt traveller, you must complete mandatory hotel quarantine at a 
designated facility.

Passengers who are fully vaccinated or have recovered from COVID-19 and have the docu-
ments to confirm this are not required to complete mandatory hotel quarantine on arrival in Ire-
land. Dependents, including children, will also be exempted from the requirement to complete 
mandatory hotel quarantine.  

  Question No. 1645 answered with Question No. 1644.

27/07/2021WRKKKK06900Health Services

27/07/2021WRKKKK070001646. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the con-
cerns of a person (details supplied) on the impact of the recent collapse of an airline on some 
cancer patients who must travel to Dublin for their treatment; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34583/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKK07100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to advise the Deputy that the 
recent collapse of an airline is a matter for the Department of Transport.

27/07/2021WRKKKK07200Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRKKKK073001647. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who 
died from Covid-19 in the State in May 2021. [34584/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKK07400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT 
systems.

The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity 
and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is 
again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamen-
tary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRLLLL00200Health Services

27/07/2021WRLLLL003001648. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Health the status of the 
recommendations made by the National Trans Healthcare Steering Committee in 2020; the 
progress on the provision of transgender healthcare in Ireland; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34607/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLL00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): Government 
policy in relation to LGBTI+ citizens is set out in the National LGBTI+ Inclusion Strategy and 
the LGBTI+ National Youth Strategy, which fall under the responsibility of the Minister for 
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Children, Disability, Equality, Integration and Youth. Together these strategies play an impor-
tant part in achieving the Government’s broader commitment to continue to strive for the full 
inclusion of LGBTI+ people in Irish society.  Actions relating to the health of LGBTI+ citizens 
fall to the Department of Health and the HSE.

The Department of Health is committed to the development by the HSE of a well-governed 
and patient-centred health care service for adults and children in the transgender community, in 
line with the Programme for Government. A proposed model of care for transgender children, 
adolescents and adults has been developed by the HSE Quality Improvement Division.  The 
model provides the framework for the development of National Gender Clinics and MDTs for 
children and adults.  

The final report of the Steering Committee on the Development of HSE Transgender Identi-
ty Services was published by the HSE in December 2020. There has been ongoing engagement 
by the National Clinical Advisor and Group Lead for Mental Health with the National Gender 
Service regarding the development of a seamless interface and integrated service.

I understand that the HSE is working on the further development of multidisciplinary gen-
der care delivery in Ireland (including gender clinics) both in services for Children & Adoles-
cents and for Adults. The HSE is also working on the establishment of a Child & Adolescent 
service, including the recruitment of a Consultant Psychiatrist with a special interest in Gender 
Identity as part of the model of care.

Considerable progress has been made in the establishment of a Clinical Governance Group 
in the National Gender Service, with membership composed of representatives from the Adult 
Endocrine and Mental Health Services and from the Children’s Endocrine Service. Further 
progress is underway to develop a Service User Forum for the NGS, with support provided by 
the HSE Head of Mental Health Engagement & Recovery in relation to service user involve-
ment and representation.

27/07/2021WRLLLL00500Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRLLLL006001649. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of persons cur-
rently in ICU in the State who have been diagnosed as having the Delta variant of Covid-19. 
[34656/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLL00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): This information isn’t collected cen-
trally. However, it is worth noting that the Delta variant is now the dominant variant in Ireland. 
It is currently estimated to represent over 93% of all cases (using S-Gene Target Failure as a 
proxy for Delta detection) and will grow further in the coming weeks.

While there will always be a lag time between a rise in cases and any subsequent rise in 
admissions to hospital and intensive care, it can be expected that the majority of admissions in 
the coming weeks will be cases of the Delta variant.

27/07/2021WRLLLL00800Health Services

27/07/2021WRLLLL009001650. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Health when a day care centre (details 
supplied) will be reopening day care services for Alzheimer’s patients. [34669/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLL01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Day centres are 
fundamental to the health and well-being of our older population and play a key role in enabling 
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older people to live independently in their own communities. The pandemic and associated 
restrictions has had a profound impact across society and especially for our older population.  

All Community Health Organisations through the National Older Persons Office were re-
quested in April 2021 to provide information on the status of their Day Care Services in order 
to ascertain the level of service that could resume on receipt of updated public health guidance. 
As a result, it was intended that approximately 100 day centres would re-open week beginning 
5 July. It was also intended that an additional 55 centres would resume in July and August, with 
a further 90 centres that require works expected to reopen before the end of the year. It was indi-
cated that these dates may be subject to change as the HSE continues to deal with the significant 
challenge of the ongoing cyber-attack.  

Since then updated Public Health guidance to support the re-opening of Day Care Services 
for Older People was provided in June 2021 to facilitate re-opening plans. Following on from 
this a further information request issued to HSE Services to obtain an update on re-opening 
plans. The process for reopening of the centres has already commenced and it is expected that 
more centres will reopen in the coming weeks.

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shutdown of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRLLLL01100Health Service Executive

27/07/2021WRLLLL012001651. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if the HSE has engaged 
private investigation companies or persons in the past three years to date; and if so, the cost, 
duration and purpose of these engagements of this type of contractor. [34743/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLL01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRLLLL01400National Children’s Hospital

27/07/2021WRLLLL015001652. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if his Department has re-
ceived a report on the most recent cost estimate and timescale for the completion of the new 
national children’s hospital. [34744/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLL01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): A thorough analysis of the New Chil-
dren’s Hospital project was sought by the Minister for Health in the summer of 2020 and the 
National Paediatric Hospital Develop Board (NPHDB) undertook an assessment of the project 
to determine the implications of any delay(s) and to determine the most effective pathway to 
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ensure the timely completion of this critical project.

The NPHDB’s analysis was submitted to the Department of Health at the end of January 
2021.  Further analysis was required to provide the appropriate assurances and validation to 
Government, and other stakeholders, that there has been a robust analysis of the way forward.

The Department continues to work with the NPHDB towards completion of this analysis 
and once completed, it will then be submitted to the Minister, who commissioned the analysis. 

Since the analysis relates to a live contract, it is commercially sensitive and must remain 
confidential to ensure that the contractual relationships and the project are not adversely af-
fected.

Updates are continually shared with all key stakeholders through the established reporting 
and governance structures – primarily the Children’s Hospital Project & Programme Steering 
Group and Board, which members include the Department of Health, the HSE and Children’s 
Health Ireland.

27/07/2021WRLLLL01700National Children’s Hospital

27/07/2021WRLLLL018001653. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the plans that will be put in 
place for Temple Street and Crumlin Children’s Hospitals (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [34745/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLL01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is of sincere regret that children can 
experience a long waiting time for hospital appointments and treatment, and I remain conscious 
of the burden that this places on them and their families. It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last sixteen months as a di-
rect result of the COVID-19 pandemic and more recently as a result of the ransomware attack.

While significant progress was made in reducing waiting times from June 2020 onwards, 
the surge in Covid-19 cases in the first quarter of 2021, and the resultant curtailment of acute 
hospital services, is reflected in the most recently available waiting list figures to 13th May 
2021.On 23 March 2021 the HSE published the “Safe Return to Health Services Plan”, outlin-
ing a three phased approach for the proposed restoration of services across Community Ser-
vices, Acute Hospital Operations, Cancer Services and Screening Services. It sets target times 
for their safe return and details the conditions and challenges that will have to be met. However, 
the implementation of this plan has been suspended pending the resolution of the recent ran-
somware attack, which had a significant impact on acute hospitals, including Children’s Health 
Ireland (CHI).  

The HSE has been working since 14th May last to recover the effects of the cyber attack 
on its systems. The HSE advise that at present most systems are operational and services are 
returning to normal activity. There is a challenge in back entering data and there are still a num-
ber of areas of ongoing concern. The HSE was already seeking to recover from the Covid peak 
in the first quarter of this year and the ransomware attack has delayed this and had the effect of 
increasing access delays for services. My Department  does not have full access to information 
on the impact of this ransomware attack on elective waiting lists but will provide an update as 
soon as one is available.

CHI has advised the Department of Health that their systems have been significantly im-
pacted by the attack and they are currently running a press and communication campaign to 
advise patients of the service disruption. Up to date information on current services is also pro-
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vided on the Children’s Health Ireland website.

CHI continues to engage with the Department of Health in relation to improving access to 
scheduled care and reducing waiting lists through regular governance meetings. CHI continues 
to work with the HSE and National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) to identify and support 
solutions to improve access to care, particularly in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic and 
the recent cyber-attack.

In 2020, Children’s Health Ireland engaged with the HSE and identified the HSE Care Fa-
cility in City West as an option to hold off-site Outpatient clinics and/or Day Case Procedures. 
Activity commenced in September last year and initiatives such as Clinical Immunology and 
Allergy Team Day Case procedures, Orthoptic Clinics, and Orthopaedic Active Clinical Tri-
age Model Outpatient Clinics took place. Building on the success of the 2020 initiatives, CHI 
continued to use City West in 2021 for Orthopaedic, Rheumatology and Speech and Language 
Clinics. 

More broadly, an additional €240 million has been provided in Budget 2021 for an access to 
care fund, €210m of which has been allocated to the HSE and a further €30m to the NTPF. This 
will be used to fund additional capacity to address the shortfall arising as a result of infection 
control measures taken in the context of COVID-19, as well as addressing backlogs in waiting 
lists.

Furthermore, my Department, the HSE and the NTPF are currently in the process of finalis-
ing a Multiannual Waiting List plan to address waiting lists and bring them in line with Sláin-
tecare targets over the coming year.

27/07/2021WRLLLL02000Home Care Packages

27/07/2021WRLLLL021001654. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health the system that is in place for 
holiday cover in home care services when annual leave is being taken given that patients are 
being left without care each morning and evening, services which are being provided by a com-
pany (details supplied). [34746/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLL02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRLLLL02300Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRLLLL024001655. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if advice will be provided on 
a matter in relation to Irish persons who received a vaccine abroad (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34747/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLL02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): For the purposes of travel, an individual 
is considered fully vaccinated if they have been vaccinated with a vaccine approved by the Eu-
ropean Medicines Agency with the recommended number of days after the final dose, set out 
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below. 

2 doses of   Pfizer-BioNtech Vaccine: BNT162b2 (Comirnaty®)   Plus 7 days   
2 doses of   Moderna Vaccine: CX-024414 (Moderna®)   Plus 14 days   
2 doses of   Oxford-AstraZeneca Vaccine: ChAdOx1-SARS-COV-2 (Vaxzevria® or Cov-
ishield)   

Plus 15 days   

1 dose of   Johnson & Johnson/Janssen Vaccine: Ad26.COV2-S [recombinant] (Janssen®)   Plus 14 days   
  Question No. 1656 answered with Question No. 1567.

27/07/2021WRLLLL02700Hospital Facilities

27/07/2021WRLLLL028001657. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health the increase in ICU ca-
pacity that has been introduced in Ireland since March 2020; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34749/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLL02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): At the start of last year, permanent adult 
critical care capacity was 255 beds, according to the National Office of Clinical Audit. Funding 
for 40 additional beds was provided in March 2020, initially on a temporary basis, as part of the 
response to Covid-19.

The Strategic Plan for Critical Care aims to bring permanent capacity to 321 by the end of 
2021 and to 446 in the longer term. Budget 2021 allocated €52m to the implementation of this 
Strategic Plan. This will retain permanently the 40 beds provided in 2020 and will add further 
new build capacity to bring baseline permanent capacity to 321 beds by year end. This funding 
also allows for workforce planning and education initiatives to grow the critical care workforce.

The HSE’s Critical Care Programme has advised that 42 of the 66 beds funded for 2021 are 
now permanently in place. The number of beds open on any given day fluctuates as a result of 
a variety of factors. Recruitment and capital works are ongoing to open the remaining beds as 
soon as possible.

27/07/2021WRLLLL03000Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRLLLL031001658. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of speech and 
language therapists employed by the Cork North Lee CDNT; and the number that would be 
considered a full cohort. [34750/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLL03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRLLLL03300Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRLLLL034001659. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of occupational 
therapists employed by the Cork North Lee CDNT; and the number that would be considered a 
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full cohort. [34751/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLL03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRLLLL03600Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRLLLL037001660. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of physiotherapists 
employed by the Cork North Lee CDNT; and the number that would be considered a full cohort. 
[34752/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLL03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRLLLL03900Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRLLLL040001661. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of staff employed 
by the Cork North Lee CDNT; and the number that would be considered a full cohort. [34753/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLL04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRLLLL04200Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

27/07/2021WRLLLL043001662. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Health the progress made by the HSE and 
his Department in provision of a new additional 50-bed ward block and emergency department 
at Mayo University Hospital as part of a major capital scheme for the hospital; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34756/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLL04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
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Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRLLLL04500Health Services

27/07/2021WRLLLL046001663. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Health if there is a legal basis for the 
refusal to accept referrals to the HSE for orthognathic surgery from private orthodontic practi-
tioners; if the only referral method for public treatment for this procedure is through the HSE 
pathway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34757/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLL04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRLLLL04800Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRLLLL049001664. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a student returning from studies 
in South Africa must undergo a period of hotel quarantine. [34758/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLL05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Any person, other than an exempted 
traveller, who has been in a designated State within 14 days of arriving in Ireland must complete 
mandatory hotel quarantine. 

At present, the Minister for Health has designated South Africa as a designated state. The 
list of designated states is under constant review.

The Health (Amendment) Act 2021 provides for exemptions from mandatory hotel quaran-
tine. The full list of exemptions are as follows: 

- arriving into the State in the course of duty and who hold a valid Annex 3 certificate (en-
suring the availability of goods and essential services) 

- arriving in the State in the course of duty and are drivers of a heavy goods vehicle 

- airline pilots, aircrew, maritime master or maritime crew and who arrive in the State in the 
course of performing duties 

- travelling to the State pursuant to an arrest warrant, extradition proceedings or other man-
datory legal obligation 

- a member of An Garda Síochána or Defence Forces (or their equivalents from another 
state) and travelling to the State in course of duty 
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- travelling to the State for unavoidable, imperative and time-sensitive medical reasons and 
these reasons are certified by a registered medical practitioner or person with equivalent quali-
fications outside the State 

- having been outside of the State to provide services to or perform the functions of an office 
holder (under any enactment or the Constitution) or a member of either house of the Oireachtas 
or the European Parliament 

- diplomats and certain other categories of persons entitled to privileges and immunities in 
the State

The Act also empowers the Minister to prescribe other classes of person who should be 
exempted. The following is the full list of exemptions implemented since mandatory hotel 
quarantine went into operation: 

- SI 134 of 2021 brought in an exemption for passengers transiting through an Irish port or 
airport 

- SI 181 of 2021 brought in an exemption for athletes competing in events of international 
standing 

- SI 183 of 2021 brought in an exemption for new-born infants born abroad returning to 
the State together with their families; this was amended by SI 211 of 2021 to better reflect the 
intention of the measure 

- SI 183 of 2021 brought in an exemption for travellers who are fully-vaccinated against 
Covid-19 

- SI 216 of 2021 brought in an exemption for travellers returning to the State after receiving 
unavoidable, imperative and time-sensitive medical treatment, together with carers or depen-
dants travelling with them 

- SI 241 of 2021 brought in an exemption for travellers providing essential services in the 
State 

- SI 366 of 2021 brought an exemption for travellers in possession of a Digital Covid Cer-
tificate (DCC) demonstrating that they have been vaccinated, travellers in possession of a DCC 
providing evidence of recovery from Covid, and travellers with a certificate of recovery issued 
by a third state where it contains the same information as is contained in a DCC. 

Neither the Minister for Health nor the Department of Health have a role in decisions re-
lating to whether individual persons must enter mandatory quarantine or whether individual 
persons are exempted travellers. All such decisions are to be determined in accordance with the 
provisions of the Act.

Exemptions are granted by the Border Management Unit (BMU) on arrival at immigration. 
Passengers need to be able to provide documentation supporting their case for exemption to the 
immigration officers at the port of entry. If an exemption is not granted, the passenger will be 
taken to Mandatory Hotel Quarantine.

  Question No. 1665 answered with Question No. 1461.

27/07/2021WRLLLL05200Disability Services
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27/07/2021WRLLLL053001666. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the reason the National Learn-
ing Network in Letterkenny which is a disability service for young adults including a person 
(details supplied) with an intellectual disability is still running on a reduced capacity which is 
causing severe difficulties for the service users and their families. [34255/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLL05400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): Day services 
re-opened at 39% capacity at service locations throughout August and early September of 2020, 
and by end of January 2021 this had increased to 51%. The combination of supports in the loca-
tion, outreach supports, and remote supports provides an overall quantum of support to service 
users of over 60% at the end of January. The increase in day service capacity was supported by 
additional funding of €30 million provided in Budget 2021 to increase capacity in buildings and 
provide extra staff. This funding provided an increase in day services by an average of one day 
a week for 14,940 people against September 2020 service levels.

For the duration of the COVID-19 emergency day service capacity is reduced, this is due 
to the physical limitations of the buildings available, the lack of mainstream community activi-
ties, and the continued restrictions imposed by social distancing guidance. Many people with 
disabilities have underlying health conditions, and as the threat of COVID-19 remains, unfor-
tunately so too does the need for these restrictions.

The vaccination process for staff and service users is well underway across day services, and 
all service providers should now be delivering a minimum of 60% of pre-COVID levels of lo-
cation-based supports. For those in residential services, currently their day service supports are 
largely being provided in their residence, however some service users have returned to their day 
service location, and it is now expected that all residential service users that received their day 
service at a location pre-COVID should begin to resume location-based day service supports.

The HSE is in the process of establishing the vaccination status of all staff and service users 
in day services. Once established, the HSE will engage with Infection Prevention and Control 
(IPC) on what further easing of restrictions can appropriately be applied to day services. Those 
attending day services have been vaccinated as part of cohort 4, people aged 16-69 years and at 
very high risk of severe COVID-19 disease. The administration of the second vaccine dose for 
this cohort began in the week beginning May 10th and is expected to be complete by early July.

The IPC guidance are kept under constant review and updates will be provided in the months 
ahead on further restoration of day services. 

It should be noted that the National Learning Network also provides services funded by the 
Education and Training Boards, which are not under the remit of the HSE, and where alterna-
tive arrangements may be in place.

27/07/2021WRLLLL05500Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRLLLL056001667. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if a pay award to senior 
managers in the HSE suggested by the review body report No. 42 will now be approved by his 
Department; the background to the issue; the reason the issue has not been resolved; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34296/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLL05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Previous Public Service Stability Agree-
ments did not allow for any cost increasing claims to be sanctioned. Under the current Public 
Service Agreement, Building Momentum, Sectoral Bargaining has been identified as the mech-
anism to deal with any outstanding claims.
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Section 2.1 of Building Momentum states that ‘’a Sectoral Bargaining Fund will be estab-
lished to be allocated within sectors under this Agreement. The purpose of the Sectoral Bargain-
ing Fund process is to deal with outstanding adjudications, commitments, recommendations, 
awards and claims within the terms of the Fund and within the Exchequer funding limit in 
place. All public servants covered by the

Agreement will be encompassed by this process’’. Grade or sector based pay claims and 
outstanding adjudications and awards will have to be resolved within this process.

The HSE and Department are engaging with the representative bodies in the Health sector 
regarding the implementation of the Sectoral Bargaining provisions set out in Building Mo-
mentum.

27/07/2021WRLLLL05800Abortion Services

27/07/2021WRLLLL059001668. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of terminations 
provided at each maternity unit for each year since the commencement of services by coun-
ty; the number of maternity units which do not or cannot provide termination services; when 
each unit is timelined to commence services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34882/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLL06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under section 20(1) of the Health (Reg-
ulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018, a notification of each termination of pregnancy 
carried out under the legislation must be notified to the Minister for Health within 28 days of it 
being carried out.

As part of the notification process, as set out in Health (Regulation of Termination of Preg-
nancy) Act 2018 (Notifications) Regulations 2018 (Statutory Instrument No. 597 of 2018), only 
certain designated information is provided to the Minister for Health, including the county of 
residence, or place of residence (where the woman resides outside of the State) of the woman 
concerned. However, apart from the information designated in Statutory Instrument No. 597 of 
2018, no other information is notified to the Minister for Health. The Annual Reports on Noti-
fications 2019 and 2020 are available on the Department of Health’s website.

Under the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 services for termina-
tion of pregnancy are available in this country in both hospital and community settings. There 
is regular ongoing engagement between the Department of Health and the HSE to facilitate 
the smooth-running of the service and to resolve any issues that may arise. Terminations up to 
9 weeks of pregnancy are provided in the community setting. Terminations up to 12 weeks of 
pregnancy are currently available in 10 of the 19 maternity hospitals/units in the country. 

It is Government policy that termination of pregnancy services, under the Health (Regula-
tion of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018, should be provided in all nineteen maternity hos-
pitals. My Department continues to engage with the HSE’s National Women & Infants Health 
Programme in relation to plans for the further rollout of termination services in additional 
maternity hospitals/units.

  Question No. 1669 answered with Question No. 1441.

27/07/2021WRLLLL06200Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRLLLL063001670. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the way in which pharma-
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cists have been chosen to deliver Covid -19 vaccines; if he invited pharmacies to opt in and or 
is the onus on the pharmacy to make contact with his Department and or the HSE; and the way 
in which he will ensure balanced geographical spread in relation to the pharmacy delivering 
vaccines. [34884/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLL06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 1671 answered with Question No. 1562.

27/07/2021WRLLLL06600Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRLLLL067001672. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if permission for the use 
of a drug will be granted in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34886/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLL06800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Epidiolex has been an approved medi-
cine since September 2019, is not licence required and the decision to prescribe the product is 
a matter for the clinician and their patient.

It is important to note that the medical decision to prescribe or not prescribe any treatment, 
including cannabis-based treatment, for an individual patient, is strictly a decision for the treat-
ing clinician, in consultation with their patient. The Minister for Health has no role in this clini-
cal decision-making process.

27/07/2021WRMMMM00200Home Care Packages

27/07/2021WRMMMM003001673. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a home care 
package for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34910/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMM00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the Health Service Executive 
(HSE).  However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to 
access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which 
has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems.  The disruption to service is on-going 
and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and to resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRMMMM00500Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRMMMM006001674. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
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appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34911/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMM00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 1675 answered with Question No. 1585.

27/07/2021WRMMMM00900Equality Issues

27/07/2021WRMMMM010001676. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the way his Department and 
public bodies and agencies under his remit fulfil their obligations under section 42 of the Irish 
Human Rights and Equality Commission Act 2014; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [34913/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMM01100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My Department is committed to the 
fulfilment of its Public Sector Duty. Section 42 of the Irish Human Rights and Equality Com-
mission Act 2014 imposes a statutory obligation on public bodies in performing their functions 
to have regard to the need to:

- Eliminate discrimination;

- Promote equality of opportunity and treatment for staff and persons to whom it provides 
services; and

- Protect the human rights of staff and services users.

The Department of Health Statement of Strategy 2021-2023 commits to “a culture of re-
spect, collaboration and innovation, where staff feel empowered in their roles and supported in 
the pursuit of a healthy work/life balance.” During this strategic cycle, it explicitly commits to 
the following actions: 

1.To undertake a Public Sector Duty Self-Assessment

2. Engage with bodies under our aegis to ensure that they comply with the Public Sector 
Duty

3. To implement Department of Health actions within relevant National Strategies

4. To report on achievements in our annual report

We are currently undertaking a detailed self-assessment with the following objectives:

1. To better understand how the Duty is currently understood and implemented within the 
Department.

2. To identify the key equality and human rights issues for the Department of Health to pri-
oritise during the strategic period 2021-2023.
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3. To prioritise these issues and develop an action plan.

4. To increase awareness of the Duty amongst Department of Health staff.

My Department is proactive in promoting human rights and equality in the day-to-day cul-
ture and work of the organisation. Examples include:

- Gender Mainstreaming: Undertaken as part of the work of the Women’s Health Task-
force, the Women’s Health Policy Platform is a policy development tool designed to ensure that 
women’s health is given due consideration in policy development. 

- Public Sector Duty Lead: A Department Lead for the Public Sector Duty has been ap-
pointed at Principal Officer level.

- Staff Networks: Networks are supported and encouraged across grades and cross-de-
partmentally e.g. Civil Service Women’s Network. An Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) 
network is in the process of being established. 

- Resources: Resources in relation to human rights and equality issues are provided on the 
Departmental intranet service e.g. guidelines around accessibility available via the Disability 
Liaison Officer.

- Governance:   The Department of Health is committed to complying with legislation 
such as the Employment Equality Act 1998 and codes of practice such as the Annex on Gender 
Balance, Diversity and Inclusion (annex of the Code of Practice for the Governance of State 
Bodies).

- Values and Behaviours: In 2019, under the Organisational Development Action Plan 
2018-2019, staff worked collaboratively to develop a statement promoting communication, 
support, inclusivity and collaboration, with respect at the heart of all we do. This statement is 
included in HR packs for new joiners, and staff are encouraged to include it in meeting agendas 
and relevant documents in the regular course of their work.

- Health and Wellbeing: A number of initiatives are run by HR to promote health and 
wellbeing in the Department. Dignity at Work provides a procedure for staff to resolve issues 
related to bullying, harassment and sexual harassment. The Activity and Wellbeing Programme 
promotes general wellness initiatives in the organisation.

27/07/2021WRMMMM01200Equality Proofing of Policies

27/07/2021WRMMMM013001677. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the way his Department and 
public bodies and agencies under his remit undertake disability impact assessments; the pro-
cess by which these assessments are monitored; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34914/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMM01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Cabinet 
Handbook requires that Memorandums for the Government should indicate clearly the impacts 
of the proposal under a number of headings, including employment; gender equality; poverty or 
social exclusion; people with disabilities; and rural communities. In addition, when conducting 
a Regulatory Impact Analysis, the impact of the legislative proposal, including the costs and 
benefits of each option, must be considered under various headings including the impact on the 
socially excluded or vulnerable groups.

Disability proofing of all substantive proposals requiring Government approval is manda-
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tory, and Disability Impact Assessment is the process used for carrying out such disability 
proofing. It involves a comprehensive examination of how any proposed policy, legislation, 
programme or service impacts on a person with a disability. The analysis should consider all po-
tential impacts, both positive and negative. It is a requirement that all substantive Memoranda 
should indicate the impact on people with disabilities.  

Information in respect of the bodies under the aegis of my Department is an operational mat-
ter for the bodies concerned and the Deputy should contact the relevant Director/CEO/Registrar 
directly.

  Question No. 1678 answered with Question No. 1562.

27/07/2021WRMMMM01600Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRMMMM017001679. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 2261 of 21 April 2021, the estimated timeframe for the completion of the formal 
pricing and reimbursement assessment process in relation to the xonvea; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [34916/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMM01800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRMMMM01900Care of the Elderly

27/07/2021WRMMMM020001680. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Health when day care services are to 
resume at a centre (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34917/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMM02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Day centres are 
fundamental to the health and well-being of our older population and play a key role in enabling 
older people to live independently in their own communities. The pandemic and associated 
restrictions has had a profound impact across society and especially for our older population.  

All Community Health Organisations through the National Older Persons Office were re-
quested in April 2021 to provide information on the status of their Day Care Services in order 
to ascertain the level of service that could resume on receipt of updated public health guidance.  
As a result, it was intended that approximately 100 day centres would re-open week beginning 
5 July. It was also intended that an additional 55 centres would resume in July and August, 
with a further 90 centres that require works expected to reopen before the end of the year.  It 
was indicated that these dates may be subject to change as the HSE continues to deal with the 
significant challenge of the ongoing cyber-attack.  

Since then updated Public Health guidance to support the re-opening of Day Care Services 
for Older People was provided in June 2021 to facilitate re-opening plans. Following on from 
this a further information request issued to HSE Services to obtain an update on re-opening 
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plans. The process for reopening of the centres has already commenced and it is expected that 
more centres will reopen in the coming weeks.

  As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRMMMM02200Home Help Service

27/07/2021WRMMMM023001681. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Health when HSE home help will resume 
in a case (details supplied); if the HSE has replaced the agency that previously covered the 
home help in the area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34918/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMM02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRMMMM02500Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRMMMM026001682. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Health if a booster shot will be available 
to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34919/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMM02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Immunisation Advisory 
Committee (NIAC) is currently reviewing future vaccination requirements, including the po-
tential need for booster shots and is expected to make recommendations in this regard shortly. 
Following receipt of the NIAC advice, my Department and the HSE will consider the appropri-
ate operational measures to implement the recommendations.

27/07/2021WRMMMM02800Public Sector Staff

27/07/2021WRMMMM029001683. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the rate of pay and grade 
a person (details supplied); the duration of their contract; the impact of same on their previous 
employment in the public service in the context of pension and related end of career entitle-
ments; if an open or internal competition was held for the role; if a recruitment competition for 
the role has ensued since; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34920/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMM03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Where unique skills and experience are 
required urgently, such as the emergency arising from the impact of Covid-19, it is sometimes 
necessary to rehire retired civil or public servants.  Retired persons engaged by the civil and 
public service are subject to abatement of their public sector pension unless a waiver of this 
abatement is approved under the relevant legislation.  Any such abatement requires the approval 
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of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

The person concerned has extensive relevant skills and experience in an Irish and interna-
tional context which was not otherwise available to the Department in the context of the critical 
and urgent needs arising from the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic.  The specific, relevant 
expertise and experience of the individual concerned are considered invaluable both in Ireland 
and abroad, and there was and continues to be significant demand internationally for expertise 
of this nature.  The person concerned is employed on a specified purpose contract linked to the 
response to Covid-19 in order to advise and assist the work of the Department and the National 
Public Health Emergency Team.  The individual is employed in a civil service grade analogous 
with their previous public sector employment.  

In 2020, in the context of the unique and rapidly evolving Covid 19 pandemic this Depart-
ment required the skills and specialist experience of the individual concerned immediately.  
Given the significant contribution which the individual continues to make to the work of the 
Department, their ongoing retention in the role continues to be required.

27/07/2021WRMMMM03100Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRMMMM032001684. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the average daily number of 
doses of Covid-19 vaccines that were administered over the past four weeks; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [34921/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMM03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRMMMM03400Proposed Legislation

27/07/2021WRMMMM035001685. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the date to which his Department 
is working towards to introduce the safe access to termination of pregnancy services Bill to the 
Houses of the Oireachtas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34922/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMM036001728. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the status of the safe access to 
termination of pregnancy Bill which is listed in the Summer 2021 Legislative Programme as 
preparatory work underway. [35202/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMM037001747. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the status of the safe access to 
termination of pregnancy Bill which is listed in the Summer 2021 Legislative Programme as 
preparatory work underway. [35424/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMM03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1685, 
1728 and 1747 together.

Ensuring access to termination of pregnancy services remains an ongoing priority for the 
Department of Health.  
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It was originally intended to provide for safe access to termination of pregnancy services 
in the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018. However, a number of legal 
issues were identified which necessitated further consideration.  

Since services under the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 com-
menced in January 2019, there has been a limited number of reports of protests or other actions 
relating to termination of pregnancy.  This is an extremely positive development. It suggests 
that these services have bedded in relatively smoothly to date and are becoming a normal part 
of the Irish healthcare system, as intended.   

Where problems do arise with protests outside healthcare services, there is existing public 
order legislation in place to protect people accessing services, staff and local residents.     

The Department of Health has liaised with An Garda Síochána on safe access to services. 
The Garda National Protective Services Bureau issued a notice to all Garda Stations raising 
awareness about the issue. It directed that any protests be monitored, and breaches of existing 
law dealt with. The Department has provided information on existing public order and other 
relevant legislation to the HSE for appropriate distribution.    

Termination of pregnancy services have continued to function during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. There is regular ongoing engagement between my Department and the HSE to facilitate 
the smooth-running of the service and to resolve any issues that may arise.

27/07/2021WRMMMM03900Public Sector Pensions

27/07/2021WRMMMM040001686. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Health the reason there is a significant 
delay in issuing pensions such as in a case (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34923/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMM04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRMMMM04200Health Services

27/07/2021WRMMMM043001687. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Health the reason children (de-
tails supplied) have had their developmental checks cancelled; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34924/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMM04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
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Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRMMMM04500Appointments to State Boards

27/07/2021WRMMMM046001688. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health his views on whether there 
is to be a conflict of interest in the appointment of a person to a position at a company (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34925/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMM047003173. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Health if he has any ethical con-
cerns regarding the appointment of the adviser at Safefood (details supplied); the way he will 
ensure that there will not be a conflict of interest in relation to this appointment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40576/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMM04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1688 
and 3173 together.

The British-Irish Agreement Act, 1999 provides for Safefood to have both an Advisory 
Board and an Advisory Committee.  

  Safefood Advisory Committee (SAC) members are selected by Safefood following a pub-
licly advertised invitation for expressions of interest from suitably qualified professionals?.  

The role of the SAC is advisory.  It meets on average twice a year and provides expert ad-
vice to Safefood when it considers new and emerging issues on food safety, healthy eating, and 
on strategic and cost-effective communications mechanisms for fostering positive change in 
these areas.      

  Safefood developed a code of practice for SAC members and procedures for conflict of 
interest is included. Appointees must disclose any information or personal connections which, 
if appointed, could lead to a real or perceived conflict of interest.  Members must highlight any 
potential for such conflict and step back from any discussions on those issues  

SAC members act in a voluntary capacity and are there to bring their expertise to topics 
for discussion.  Safefood advises that all SACs appointed to date have included food industry 
representatives. 

The Department of Health and the HSE are responsible for breastfeeding policy in Ireland.  
Safefood has no policy remit in this regard.  The HSE Breastfeeding in a Healthy Ireland Action 
Plan is the framework for progressing supports for breastfeeding in Ireland.

27/07/2021WRMMMM04900Proposed Legislation

27/07/2021WRMMMM050001689. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
plans to introduce statutory homecare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34926/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMM05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Enabling people with care needs to 
continue to live independently at home for as long as possible is a priority for the Government. 
To advance this, the Government is committed to establishing a new, statutory scheme for the 
financing and regulation of home-support services, which the Department of Health is currently 
developing. It is envisaged that the new scheme will provide equitable access to high-quality 
services based on a person’s assessed care-needs. 
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Work is on-going within the Department to determine the optimal approach to the devel-
opment of the new scheme within the broader context of the Sláintecare   reforms. This work 
encompasses the development of the regulatory framework for the new scheme; the examina-
tion of the options for the financing model for the scheme; and the development of a reformed 
model of service-delivery. With the aim of ensuring that all service-users are provided with a 
standard, high-quality level of care which is safe, effective, and person-centred, it is envisaged 
that the regulatory framework will encompass primary legislation for the licensing of providers, 
minimum standards, and national quality standards.

The Sláintecare Implementation Strategy and Action Plan 2021–2023 commits to the ad-
vancement of the development of the new home-support scheme in 2021 and to the commence-
ment of its implementation in 2022. Funding was secured in 2021 for the HSE to progress the 
roll-out of interRAI as the standard assessment tool for care-needs in the community; the pilot 
of a reformed model of service-delivery for home-support; and the establishment of a National 
Office for Home Support Services.

Mobilisation of the pilot of a reformed model of service-delivery is expected to commence 
in Q3, supported by the National Office. The pilot will deliver an additional 230,000 hours of 
home-support in four community healthcare network (CHN) sites over a six-month period. In 
addition, approximately 130 posts have been funded for the national rollout of the interRAI 
Ireland system, which the home-support pilot will test as the standard assessment tool for care-
needs.

While the new home-support scheme is under development, the Government is prioritising 
improving access to home-support services. As part of Budget 2021, funding for an additional 
5 million hours of home-support was provided. This increased investment will contribute to 
meeting the Programme for Government commitment to providing equitable access to home-
support services.

27/07/2021WRMMMM05200Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRMMMM053001690. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to difficulties being experienced by homecare providers contracted by the HSE in sourcing care 
workers and the lack of persons coming through as care workers; if he has considered barriers 
which may be preventing persons from taking up a caring course due to cost; if he will consider 
providing grants to support persons in entering this area given the demand for homecare and the 
growing need that is there and will increase in the years ahead; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34928/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMM05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Programme for Government (2020) 
commits to the introduction of “a statutory scheme to support people to live in their own homes, 
which will provide equitable access to high-quality, regulated home care.” In this regard, the 
Department is in the process of developing a statutory scheme for the financing and regulation 
of home-support. It is intended that the new scheme will provide equitable and transparent ac-
cess to high-quality services based on a person’s assessed care-needs. 

As part of this work, the Department is examining the potential demand and cost of in-
troducing such a scheme. Following this, work will be undertaken to examine the associated 
workforce requirements for the introduction of such a scheme and my Department will engage 
with other sectors as required in this regard. 
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27/07/2021WRMMMM05500Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRMMMM056001691. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health the number of private homec-
are providers in the State; the way these companies are regulated; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34929/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMM05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Home care ser-
vices are not currently formally regulated. Services are delivered either directly by HSE em-
ployed staff, or on its behalf by a combination of private and ‘Section 39’ organisations (i.e. vol-
untary/not-for-profit) providers who operate under service agreements with the HSE. Providers 
are monitored through Service Level Agreements with the HSE and are required to provide a 
range of information in relation to the services they provide.  There are also home support users 
who self-fund entirely or who self-fund additional support to supplement the support provided 
via the HSE. My Department does not have information on the number of private providers of 
homecare.  

However, the Department is currently developing a regulatory framework for home sup-
port providers with the aim of ensuring that all service users are provided with a standard, high 
quality level of care which is safe, effective and person-centred. This framework will comprise 
(i) primary legislation for the licensing of public and private home support providers; (ii) mini-
mum requirements (regulations); and HIQA National Standards for Home Support Services. 

It is expected that the primary legislation will give the Minister for Health the power to make 
regulations in respect of minimum requirements which will form the criteria against which a 
provider’s eligibility to hold a licence will be determined. 

On 27 April 2021, Government gave approval to draft a General Scheme and Heads of a 
Bill to establish a licensing framework for home support providers. This will be progressed as 
a priority by the Department with a view to bringing it through the Houses of the Oireachtas at 
the earliest opportunity.

27/07/2021WRMMMM05800Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRMMMM059001692. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the quarantine rules 
that would apply in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34443/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMM06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Mandatory hotel quarantine has been 
introduced as one element of Ireland’s public health measures to combat the transmission of 
COVID-19. 

Passengers who are fully vaccinated and have the documents to confirm this are not required 
to complete mandatory hotel quarantine on arrival in Ireland. Dependents, including children, 
will also be exempted from the requirement to complete mandatory hotel quarantine in this 
instance.

Please note that the 4 EMA approved vaccines currently accepted have specific definitions 
for when a person would be considered fully vaccinated. The following table outlines the defi-
nition of ‘fully vaccinated’ in order to qualify for an exemption.

A full course of any one of the following vaccines   Regarded as fully vaccinated after   

2 doses of Pfizer-BioNtech Vaccine: BNT162b2 (Comirnaty®)                  7 days

2 doses of Moderna Vaccine: CX-024414 (Moderna®)   14 days   
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A full course of any one of the following vaccines   Regarded as fully vaccinated after   

2 doses of Oxford-AstraZeneca Vaccine: ChAdOx1-SARS-COV-2 (Vaxzevria® or   Covishield)   15 days   

1 dose of Johnson & Johnson/Janssen Vaccine: Ad26.COV2-S [recombinant]   (Janssen®)   14 days   

Covid 19 vaccines can only be approved and used if they comply with all the requirements 
of quality, safety and efficacy set out in the EU pharmaceutical legislation. No vaccine will be 
used until Market Authorisation from the European Medicines Agency (EMA) is obtained and 
any authorised vaccine will be subject to ongoing monitoring in Ireland by the Health Product 
Regulatory Authority (HPRA).

At present, the Sinovac vaccine has not received EMA approval.

You may wish to note that as of 16 July, persons arriving from the United Arab Emirates are 
no longer automatically subject to Mandatory Hotel Quarantine. However, they are still subject 
to other travel restrictions such as home quarantine, supplying passenger locator form informa-
tion and ensuring they have evidence of a negative RT-PCR test conducted within the 72 hours 
prior to their arrival in Ireland.

It is important to note that the list of designated states will be subject to change at short no-
tice and passengers are required to check the list before travelling to Ireland, to be sure of their 
obligations.

Neither the Minister for Health or the Department of Health have any role in deciding which 
persons must enter mandatory quarantine or which persons are exempt from entering manda-
tory quarantine. All such decisions are to be determined in accordance with the provisions of 
the Act.

27/07/2021WRMMMM06100Healthcare Policy

27/07/2021WRMMMM062001693. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Health the cost of delivering the 
Sláintecare commitment to establishing a statutory homecare scheme; the timeframe involved; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34281/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMM06300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Enabling people with care-needs to 
continue to live independently at home for as long as possible is a priority for the Government. 
To advance this, the Government is committed to establishing a new, statutory scheme for the 
financing and regulation of home-support services, which the Department of Health is currently 
developing.

It is envisaged that the new scheme will provide equitable access to high-quality services 
based on a person’s assessed care-needs. The new scheme will build on the HSE’s continual 
enhancement of existing service-provision and on emerging good practice across the current 
system of health and social care delivery. It will also integrate effectively with other health and 
social care services, including the Nursing Homes Support Scheme and primary care services. 

Work is on-going within the Department to determine the optimal approach to the devel-
opment of the new scheme within the broader context of the Sláintecare reforms. This work 
encompasses the development of the regulatory framework for the new scheme; the examina-
tion of the options for the financing model for the scheme; and the development of a reformed 
model of service-delivery. With the aim of ensuring that all service-users are provided with a 
standard, high-quality level of care which is safe, effective, and person-centred, it is envisaged 
that the regulatory framework will encompass primary legislation for the licensing of providers, 
minimum standards, and national quality standards.
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The Sláintecare Implementation Plan commits to the establishment of the statutory scheme 
for the financing and regulation of home-support services by the end of 2021. Work planned in 
2020 was adversely affected by the impact of COVID-19 on delivery mechanisms for home-
support and by the diversion of resources to respond to the pandemic. This has had an impact 
on the final timeline for the completion of this ambitious programme of reform.

Nevertheless, the successful development of this scheme remains a key priority for me. In 
order to accelerate this work, my Department is working closely with the HSE to ensure that 
the required resourcing—including personnel, governance structures and other requisite re-
sources—are scaled up to ensure that significant progress is achieved by the end of 2021.

27/07/2021WRMMMM06400Health Services

27/07/2021WRMMMM065001694. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 986 of 28 April 2021, as yet unanswered, the reason funding was refused under 
the treatment abroad scheme in the case of a person (details supplied) given that a previous ap-
plication was approved on 20 September 2019; if the procedures are available in Irish hospitals; 
if so, the hospitals that carry out same; if there is a waiting list; if so, the timeframe involved; if 
he will examine the case of the person as a matter of urgency with a view to ensuring that the 
two procedures recommended by their consultants are expedited; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34980/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMM06600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Nevertheless, my officials were in contact with the HSE and I refer the Deputy to my reply 
(Parliamentary Question 417) to this matter which issued on the 15th July 2021.

Nevertheless, the HSE has advised that a response on this matter, as raised in Parliamentary 
Question 986 of 28th April 2021, was issued to the Deputy on 13th May 2021.  The HSE indi-
cated that as the procedure is available in Ireland it does not fall under the qualifying criteria 
for the Treatment Abroad Scheme.  A multidisciplinary National Specialist Centre has been 
developed over two sites, at Cork University Maternity Hospital (CUMH) and the National Ma-
ternity Hospital (NMH) Dublin, and these sites have received specific funding from the HSE for 
the provision of these services.  Full details of MESH removal services and contact information 
for relevant hospitals are available on the HSE website at www.hse.ie/eng/about/who/acute-
hospitals-division/woman-infants/vaginal-mesh-implants/. The National Women and Infants 
Health Programme can also be contacted for general queries at smi.nwihp@hse.ie.

  Question No. 1695 answered with Question No. 1585.

27/07/2021WRMMMM06800Child Protection

27/07/2021WRMMMM069001696. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the status of the public 
consultation process relative to the proposed national standards for children’s services; if it is 
the intention to have a separate standard for foster care similar to the 2003 document; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [34982/21]
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27/07/2021WRMMMM07000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to advise the Deputy that national 
standards for children’s services is a matter for the Department of Department of Children, 
Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth.

27/07/2021WRMMMM07100Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRMMMM072001697. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the provisions that are be-
ing made for the allocation of unused Covid-19 vaccinations administrated by pharmacies; 
if consideration has been given to allowing under 50s who are willing to avail of the vaccine 
to receive unused vaccines in the pharmacy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34983/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMM07300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE is currently offering everyone 
who registers online an mRNA vaccine - either the Moderna or Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine - when 
it is available. People waiting for their first vaccination appointment also have a choice to opt-in 
or out of getting the AstraZeneca vaccine if it is available earlier than an mRNA vaccine. If opt-
ing for this vaccine, a person may be vaccinated sooner, depending on the availability of supply.

Alternatively, an individual can get a COVID-19 vaccine at a local pharmacy if not already 
vaccinated and are aged:

50 or over18 to 34

Availability of pharmacy vaccines will depend on supply. Many pharmacies are offering 
people in these age groups the Janssen vaccine.

The latest group who can register online to get a COVID-19 vaccine are people aged 16 to 
17.

If over 18, people can still register if they haven’t already.        

27/07/2021WRNNNN00200Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRNNNN003001698. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if an appointment for an 
assessment for a person (details supplied) will be expedited. [34984/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNN00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNN00500Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRNNNN006001699. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if it is stipulated by his 
Department or the HSE that persons contracted by the HSE for the provision of counselling ser-
vices through an outside agency (details supplied) will be required to set up a limited company 
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for the purpose; the reason for same given that it causes unnecessary bureaucracy and costs 
and acts as a disincentive to some counsellors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[34989/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNN00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNN00800Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRNNNN009001700. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the number of versions 
of a vaccine (details supplied) available; and if all versions are authorised for use in the EU. 
[34990/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNN01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland supports the EU Procurement 
Process, the purpose of which is to secure safe and efficacious vaccines for EU citizens.

Covid-19 vaccines can only be approved and used if they comply with all the requirements 
of quality, safety and efficacy set out in the EU pharmaceutical legislation. No vaccine will be 
used until Conditional Market authorisation from the European Medicines Agency (EMA) is 
obtained and any authorised vaccine will be subject to ongoing monitoring in Ireland by the 
Health Product Regulatory Authority (HPRA).

The delivery of vaccines under APAs that the Commission has negotiated on behalf of 
Member States are predicated upon a CMA being obtained from the Commission (on the basis 
of a positive recommendation being awarded by the EMA).

The awarding of a CMA to Vaxzevria provides a high level of assurance that the vaccine has 
undergone rigorous testing and has met the requirements of the independent regulatory process 
as regards demonstrating its safety and efficacy. The AstraZeneca vaccine Vaxzevria (previ-
ously COVID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca) COVID-19 Vaccine (ChAdOx1-S [recombinant]) is 
the sole version of AstraZeneca’s vaccine approved for use in the EU.

27/07/2021WRNNNN01100Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRNNNN012001701. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health the vaccination plans in place for 
rough sleepers particularly in rural counties including County Clare. [34991/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNN01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the 
HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.
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27/07/2021WRNNNN01400Health Services

27/07/2021WRNNNN015001702. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health if new applications for intensive 
care packages are still being accepted; and if so, the procedure by which families can apply for 
this support for their family members suffering from dementia. [34992/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNN01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNN01700Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRNNNN018001703. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the number of occupational thera-
pists currently attending to appointments at the Wellmount Health Centre, Finglas, Dublin 11; 
the number of appointments per week currently available at the health centre; if any of the oc-
cupational therapists assigned to the health centre been redeployed throughout the past year; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [34993/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNN01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNN02000Primary Medical Certificates

27/07/2021WRNNNN021001704. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an applica-
tion for a primary medical certificate for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [34782/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNN02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the Health Service Executive 
(HSE).  However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to 
access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which 
has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems.  The disruption to service is on-going 
and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and to resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

  Question No. 1705 answered with Question No. 1580.
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27/07/2021WRNNNN02400Medical Aids and Appliances

27/07/2021WRNNNN025001706. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an applica-
tion by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35041/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNN02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNN02700Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRNNNN028001707. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health if his Department can work with 
an organisation (details supplied) that has suspended new referrals due to staff shortages; and if 
the resources needed will be provided in order to take on new referrals. [35042/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNN02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 1708 answered with Question No. 1585.

27/07/2021WRNNNN03100Food Industry

27/07/2021WRNNNN032001709. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health if he will request his Depart-
ment to review the Broadcast Authority of Ireland code that pertains to infant formula products 
and ensure that it is updated to be in line with WHO recommendations including those of the 
WHO Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes (details supplied); the way he plans to 
bring the Broadcast Authority of Ireland code in line with the WHO code in this regard and the 
implementation of this process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35044/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNN03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The BAI 
is the regulator of broadcasting in Ireland. The BAI also implements broadcasting codes and 
standards.

My Department has worked with the BAI on the Expert Working Group for the Diet and 
Nutrition rules in the Children’s Communications Code, 2013. This Code is being reviewed and 
we will continue to liaise with the BAI on diet and nutrition issues.

27/07/2021WRNNNN03400Food Industry
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27/07/2021WRNNNN035001710. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health the status of Ireland’s progress 
on implementing via legislation the WHO Code of Marketing on Breast-milk Substitutes; the 
reason for the lack of progress in this matter since 2013 and the delay in adopting into domestic 
law the provisions of the WHO Code in its entirety; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [35045/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNN03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As the HSE 
Breastfeeding Action Plan 2016-2021 is an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. How-
ever, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the infor-
mation to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a 
temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is 
working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas 
will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are 
encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point. 

I can say however that promoting an increase in the number of new mothers breastfeeding 
is a priority in the Healthy Ireland Strategic Action plan 2021-2025. Infant formula is needed as 
not all babies are breastfed. 2021 is the year of the 40th anniversary of the adoption of the In-
ternational Code of Marketing of Breast Milk Substitutes which is aimed at protecting children 
and families from inappropriate marketing of breastmilk substitute products. The Code covers 
infant formula products up to the age of 3 years.

My Department works closely with the HSE National Breast Feeding Co-ordinator, who 
has responsibility for the implementation of the HSE Breastfeeding Action Plan 2016-2021. 
I have been advised that the HSE has established the National Breastfeeding Implementation 
Group to progress the actions. One of these is reviewing the Code of Marketing of Breast Milk 
Substitutes in public health services and this is at final draft stage and is due for implementation, 
across all health services in 2021.

27/07/2021WRNNNN03700Health Services

27/07/2021WRNNNN038001711. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the status of operations in a 
respite centre (details supplied). [35066/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNN03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNN04000Health Services

27/07/2021WRNNNN041001712. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the status of operations in a 
respite centre (details supplied). [35067/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNN04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the Health Service Executive 
(HSE).  However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to 
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access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which 
has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems.  The disruption to service is on-going 
and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and to resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRNNNN04300Medical Aids and Appliances

27/07/2021WRNNNN044001713. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if a person can obtain portable 
tables from the HSE for wheelchair users who are bed bound. [35068/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNN04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services.Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNN04600Health Services

27/07/2021WRNNNN047001714. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 148 of 22 April 2021, if a full-time residential place will be secured for the person. 
[35069/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNN04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNN04900Traveller Community

27/07/2021WRNNNN050001715. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when he plans to introduce a 
national Traveller mental health strategy as promised in the Programme for Government; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [35070/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNN05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Government 
policy strategy for improving the lives of Traveller and Roma communities is outlined in the 
National Traveller and Roma Inclusion Strategy (NTRIS). The strategy is a cross-departmental 
initiative and contains a set of specific actions aimed at improving the situation for Traveller and 
Roma communities in Ireland. The Strategy includes 10 actions relating to mental health and 
suicide among Travellers. There is also an action under NTRIS to implement a detailed action 
plan to address the specific health needs of Travellers, using a social determinants approach. 
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In addition, the national mental health policy, Sharing the Vision, makes a series of rec-
ommendations that will improve mental health outcomes for the whole community, including 
the Traveller and Roma community.  Sharing the Vision recognises the particular issues faced 
by different priority groups with respect to mental health and the policy will address these by 
implementing recommendations that are designed to individualise services to the needs of the 
user by taking account of their unique socio-economic and cultural background.  

It is envisaged that Traveller and Roma representation will engage in a significant way with 
Sharing the Vision’s National Implementation and Monitoring Committee to ensure that the 
implementation of Sharing the Vision will maximise beneficial outcomes for Travellers and 
Roma.  It is also envisaged that the mental health actions in NTRIS will be incorporated in the 
Traveller health action plan and will be aligned with the overall approach in Sharing the Vi-
sion. This will allow for an integrated and coordinated response to the specific health needs of 
Travellers, as outlined in NTRIS.

27/07/2021WRNNNN05200Covid-19 Tests

27/07/2021WRNNNN053001716. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the reason antigen Covid-19 
tests are not being used for the Digital COVID Certificate; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34544/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNN05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): COVID-19 tests for the purposes of 
travel, both to and from the State, can be sourced via private testing providers, in order to pre-
serve the testing capacity of the HSE for priority groups and public health screening. Antigen 
tests can be sourced via private providers and Digital COVID Certificates based on antigen tests 
can be issued for the purpose of travelling to an EU country where antigen tests are accepted.

Currently, Ireland does not accept antigen tests for incoming travellers. These travel mea-
sures are kept under continuous review based on public health advice and the international 
epidemiological situation.

27/07/2021WRNNNN05500Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRNNNN056001717. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health when he last spoke with the 
heads of the maternity hospitals on the issue of partner access; the date of that meeting; and the 
outcome of same. [35092/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNN05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNN05800Disability Services

27/07/2021WRNNNN059001718. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Health the waiting list for specific 
speech and language disorder units for the treatment of severe speech delay and verbal dys-
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praxia in County Cork; his plans to develop further units in County Cork given that there are 
only four units currently; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35093/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNN06000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNN06100Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRNNNN062001719. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health his plans for 24-hour mental health 
services nationwide as part of the Minding Your Wellbeing launched in November 2020; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [35094/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNN06300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNN06400Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRNNNN065001720. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting for 
primary psychological care in County Kerry in tabular form noting age cohorts for under 12, 12 
to 18 and 18 plus years of age; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35095/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNN06600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNN06700Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRNNNN068001721. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons that requested 
mental health services in University Hospital Kerry accident and emergency department in 
each of the years 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35096/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNN06900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
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to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNN07000Hospital Procedures

27/07/2021WRNNNN071001722. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health the way in which the consultant 
and surgeon triage patients for elective surgeries; and the location in which this is recorded. 
[35118/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNN072001723. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health the location in which waiting 
lists of patients who are pending elective surgeries are recorded. [35119/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNN073001724. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health the way in which the consultants 
and surgeons communicate with the admission office in relation to patients and waiting lists 
changes for elective surgeries. [35120/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNN07400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1722 
to 1724, inclusive, together.

In relation to the specifics raised by the Deputy regarding the triaging of patient referrals, 
communication at hospital level, and any associated policies and operational protocols at hospi-
tal level, as this relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of 
the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer 
Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-
down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to 
restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised 
as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to 
resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

More broadly in relation to patient pathways and associated protocols, the majority of pa-
tients requiring admission to an acute hospital for an elective procedure are usually referred by 
their General Practitioner (GP) and attend an outpatient consultation. At this consultation, the 
clinical decision will be made as to whether or not an inpatient, day case or planned procedure 
admission is required.

The National Inpatient, Day case and Planned Procedure Waiting List Management Proto-
col (2017) developed by the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) and published in full 
on the NTPF website, is intended to provide guidance to ensure that there is a consistent and 
standardised user friendly approach to the management and scheduling of patients on Inpatient, 
Day case and Planned Procedure (IDPP) waiting lists within each hospital and across hospital 
groups. The purpose of this protocol is to ensure the safe, timely and effective access and treat-
ment of patients in a fair and equitable manner. 

As per the guidance of the protocol, once a patient has been seen by a Consultant or Senior 
Clinician and the decision to admit has been made, the patient is verbally informed. A waiting 
list booking form is completed and forwarded to the booking administrator or booking office. 
Clinical Priority must be clearly indicated on this form. Categorisation of patients by clinical 
priority is required to ensure that all patients receive care in a timely and clinically appropriate 
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manner. The clinical prioritisation of the patient remains at all times a matter for the treating 
physician. The clinical priority category should be appropriate to the patient, their clinical situ-
ation and, sometimes, other exceptional social circumstances.

  Question No. 1723 answered with Question No. 1722.

  Question No. 1724 answered with Question No. 1722.

27/07/2021WROOOO00400Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WROOOO005001725. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if HIQA has re-examined 
the emerging evidence regarding the efficacy of ivermectin as a prophylactic and treatment for 
Covid-19; if not, if he will instruct HIQA to re-examine the matter given the growing evidence 
of the success of ivermectin; if HIQA will outline the studies it has examined as a basis for its 
decision on the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35121/21]

27/07/2021WROOOO00600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Deputy is advised that, previously 
at the request of the NPHET, HIQA conducted a rapid evidence review to identify studies on 
the effectiveness of (i) pharmaceutical and (ii) non-pharmaceutical interventions, in the ambu-
latory setting, aimed at reducing progression to severe disease in individuals with confirmed or 
suspected COVID-19. This evidence review included a review of relevant studies in relation to 
Ivermectin. 

As confirmed by HIQA’s COVID-19 Expert Advisory Group (www.hiqa.ie/sites/default/
files/2021-02/Interventions-to-prevent-progression_Advice.pdf ), evidence regarding the effec-
tiveness of pharmaceutical treatments intended for systemic use, must be subject to the highest 
standards of rigour. Where a pharmaceutical intervention is recommended in the absence of 
appropriate supportive evidence, there is a significant potential for harm to the patient. Whereas 
this risk of harm may be justified in certain circumstances (e.g. the intervention poses minimal 
risk, or the setting involves patients with high potential to gain due to almost certain risk of 
severe adverse consequences in absence of any intervention) this is less likely to be the case in 
the setting of mild disease, where a great number of otherwise well patients would potentially 
receive the intervention. 

HIQA has also advised my Department that several international health technology assess-
ment or guideline development organisations have specifically reviewed the evidence to date on 
ivermectin in COVID-19 and have cautioned or advised against the use of ivermectin outside 
the setting of clinical trials on the basis of the current evidence. HIQA has also advised that the 
pharmaceutical company MSD (Merck, USA), which holds a license in the USA for the use of 
ivermectin as an antiparasitic agent, on 4 February 2021 published a statement including the 
following: 

“It is important to note that, to-date, our analysis has identified: 

- No scientific basis for a potential therapeutic effect against COVID-19 from pre-clinical 
studies; 

- No meaningful evidence for clinical activity or clinical efficacy in patients with COV-
ID-19 disease, and; 

- A concerning lack of safety data in the majority of studies. 

We do not believe that the data available support the safety and efficacy of ivermectin be-



27 July 2021

885

yond the doses and populations indicated in the regulatory agency-approved prescribing infor-
mation.” 

Further research was undertaken by HIQA and updated advice was provided to the NPHET 
on 12 May: COVID-19 - Interventions and health related factors that prevent infection or mi-
nimise progression to severe disease. This document was subsequently published by HIQA on 
the 23 June 2021: 

www.hiqa.ie/sites/default/files/2021-06/Advice-to-NPHET_Interventions-to-prevent-CO-
VID-19.pdf 

One of the key findings of the review was that Ivermectin is not currently licensed for the 
treatment of COVID-19. From this evidence summary, there is currently insufficient informa-
tion on whether it can be safely used to prevent or reduce the severity of COVID-19. Ivermectin 
should therefore not be used as prophylaxis outside well-designed, regulated clinical trials as 
the benefits and harms are not yet clear when taken in the context of COVID-19 treatment. 

Low certainty or very low certainty evidence was identified in relation to a small number 
of interventions. However, HIQA noted the low quality of the evidence available including the 
high risk of bias, small sample sizes and short durations of follow-up, different trials and ad-
vised that results from these studies should not be used to inform decision-making with respect 
to effectiveness. 

HIQA’s overall finding was that there is currently insufficient evidence of either effective-
ness or safety to support the use of any pharmaceutical intervention outside of well conducted, 
well-regulated clinical trials. Furthermore, no evidence was identified for the effectiveness or 
safety of any non-pharmaceutical interventions. 

I trust that the above information satisfactorily addresses your question. 

27/07/2021WROOOO00700Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WROOOO008001726. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health his plans to remove the UAE 
from the MHQ or to exempt those Irish citizens who have received a vaccine (details supplied) 
from MHQ considering it is approved by the World Health Organisation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [35198/21]

27/07/2021WROOOO00900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The United Arab Emirates was removed 
from the list of designated states on Friday, 16 July 2021.

Ireland procures COVID-19 vaccines through its participation in an EU procurement pro-
cess and their approval is by the Commission following recommendation by the EMA.

At present, the Sinopharm vaccine has not received EMA approval. 

COVID-19 vaccines can only be approved and used if they comply with all the requirements 
of quality, safety and efficacy set out in the EU pharmaceutical legislation. No vaccine will be 
used until Market authorisation from the European Medicines Agency (EMA) is obtained and 
any authorised vaccine will be subject to ongoing monitoring in Ireland by the Health Product 
Regulatory Authority (HPRA).

Passengers who are fully vaccinated in accordance with the table below and have the docu-
ments to confirm this are not required to complete mandatory hotel quarantine on arrival in Ire-
land. Dependents, including children, will also be exempted from the requirement to complete 
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mandatory hotel quarantine.  

What ‘fully vaccinated’ means: 

A full course of any one of the following vaccines  Regarded as fully vaccinated after:  

2 doses of Pfizer-BioNtech Vaccine: BNT162b2 (Comirnaty®)  7 days  

2 doses of Moderna Vaccine: CX-024414 (Moderna®)  14 days  

2 doses of Oxford-AstraZeneca Vaccine: ChAdOx1-SARS-COV-2 (Vaxzevria® or Covishield)  15 days  

1 dose of Johnson & Johnson/Janssen Vaccine: Ad26.COV2-S [recombinant] (Janssen®)  14 days  

27/07/2021WROOOO01000Disability Services

27/07/2021WROOOO011001727. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if it will be ensured personal 
assistance hours which have been approved are put in place for a person (details supplied). 
[35199/21]

27/07/2021WROOOO01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the Health Service Executive 
(HSE).  However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to 
access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which 
has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems.  The disruption to service is on-going 
and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and to resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

  Question No. 1728 answered with Question No. 1685.

27/07/2021WROOOO01400Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WROOOO015001729. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Health the number of full-time 
lymphedema nurses recruited in each of the years of 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021; the hospi-
tals in which the nurses are located; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35203/21]

27/07/2021WROOOO01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOO01700Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WROOOO018001730. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Health the number of full-time 
adult intellectual disability and autism spectrum disorder speech and language therapy posts in 
CHO area 3 in each of the years of 2018, 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021 in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [35204/21]
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27/07/2021WROOOO01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOO02000Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WROOOO021001731. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Health the number of posts 
in place for community dieticians in mental health and disability in CHO area 3 in each of the 
years of 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [35205/21]

27/07/2021WROOOO02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOO02300Primary Care Centres

27/07/2021WROOOO024001732. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Health the status of the progress of a 
project (details supplied) in County Mayo. [35212/21]

27/07/2021WROOOO02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOO02600Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WROOOO027001733. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health if the procedure for certifying 
vaccines by the HSE which will be used for green certificates has the capacity to pick up cases 
in which persons have had a first vaccine (details supplied) and then opted to obtain an alterna-
tive vaccine from their local general practitioner. [35213/21]

27/07/2021WROOOO02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
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Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the 
HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOO02900Disability Services

27/07/2021WROOOO030001734. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Health the reason referrals to a service 
(details supplied) have been ceased for autistic children without an alternative provision being 
put in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35223/21]

27/07/2021WROOOO03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOO03200National Maternity Hospital

27/07/2021WROOOO033001735. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Health the funding spent to date on 
the national maternity hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35225/21]

27/07/2021WROOOO034001839. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health  the amount that has been spent 
to date on the new national maternity project per year since the inception of the project move to 
St Vincent’s Hospital grounds; and the amount that has been transferred to date to a company 
(details supplied) or any subsidiary connected or related to that group or owners of the group in 
tabular form. [35580/21]

27/07/2021WROOOO03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1735 
and 1839 together.

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOO03600National Maternity Hospital

27/07/2021WROOOO037001736. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the precise work done to date 
in his Department and in the HSE in order to comply with the rules governing spending on large 
State capital projects in respect of the new national maternity hospital; if business cases have 
been completed by his Department and the HSE in this regard; the conclusions reached in these 
business cases; if he will undertake to publish these documents in the public interest; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [35256/21]

27/07/2021WROOOO03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): A business case for the national mater-
nity hospital (NMH) relocation project was submitted to the Department of Health by the NMH 
Project Board in December 2020. This provided a comprehensive overview of the proposed 
project. However, as a project initiated prior to the updated Public Spending Code (PSC), the 
Project Board is undertaking additional work to ensure full compliance with the new PSC. 

The PSC is designed to ensure that investment decisions are underpinned by a clear policy 
rationale, and that costs are well understood. In 2019, the PSC was updated and introduced a 
new project lifecycle, tightening the arrangements for project decision-making, and clarifying 
the roles of the parties involved including the responsibilities for Sponsoring Agencies and Ap-
proving Authorities. 

The Department of Health has put in place procedures for evaluating and managing public 
investment in capital projects, and its responsibilities as an Approving Authority, in line with 
the updated PSC.

The Department is working with the HSE, as a Sponsoring Agency, to ensure that new 
capital investment proposals are initiated in line with this new lifecycle approach and through 
all subsequent stages. For projects that pre-date the updated PSC, the Department, the HSE and 
project boards are working, with input from the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, 
as appropriate, to ensure that these projects can be incorporated into this lifecycle approach. 

The specific requirements that must be included in a business case at the various stages of 
the PSC, and the stages at which these are to be published, are detailed at www.gov.ie/en/pub-
lication/public-spending-code/    

For the NMH relocation project, an updated business case will be re-submitted to the De-
partment of Health, as Approving Authority, and to the Department of Public Expenditure and 
Reform for technical review, in due course.

27/07/2021WROOOO03900General Practitioner Services

27/07/2021WROOOO040001737. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if general practitioners are 
required to follow the HSE sequencing protocol with regard to spare vaccine doses; if not, the 
protocol for general practitioners; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35298/21]

27/07/2021WROOOO04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the 
HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOO04200Home Care Packages

27/07/2021WROOOO043001738. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to fulfil the 
Programme for Government commitment to increase home care hours and introduce a statutory 
home care scheme. [35300/21]
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27/07/2021WROOOO04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Enabling people 
with care needs to continue to live independently at home for as long as possible is a priority 
for the Government. To advance this, the Government is committed to establishing a new, statu-
tory scheme for the financing and regulation of home-support services, which the Department 
of Health is currently developing. It is envisaged that the new scheme will provide equitable 
access to high-quality services based on a person’s assessed care-needs.  

Work is on-going within the Department to determine the optimal approach to the devel-
opment of the new scheme within the broader context of the Sláintecare reforms. This work 
encompasses the development of the regulatory framework for the new scheme; the examina-
tion of the options for the financing model for the scheme; and the development of a reformed 
model of service-delivery. With the aim of ensuring that all service-users are provided with a 
standard, high-quality level of care which is safe, effective, and person-centred, it is envisaged 
that the regulatory framework will encompass primary legislation for the licensing of providers, 
minimum standards, and national quality standards. 

The Sláintecare Implementation Strategy and Action Plan 2021–2023 commits to the ad-
vancement of the development of the new home-support scheme in 2021 and to the commence-
ment of its implementation in 2022. Funding was secured in 2021 for the HSE to progress the 
roll-out of interRAI as the standard assessment tool for care-needs in the community; the pilot 
of a reformed model of service-delivery for home-support; and the establishment of a National 
Office for Home Support Services. 

Mobilisation of the pilot of a reformed model of service-delivery is expected to commence 
at end of August, supported by the National Office. The pilot will deliver an additional 230,000 
hours of home-support over a six month period in four community healthcare network (CHN) 
sites. The four sites selected for the pilot are: CHO 2 Tuam, Athenry and Loughrea; CHO 
4 Bandon, Kinsale and Carrigaline; CHO 7 Ballyfermot and Palmerstown; and CHO 8 East 
Westmeath. In addition, approximately 130 posts have been funded for the national rollout of 
the interRAI Ireland system, which the home-support pilot will test as the standard assessment 
tool for care-needs. 

While the new home-support scheme is under development, the Government is prioritising 
improving access to home-support services. As part of Budget 2021, funding for an additional 
5 million hours of home-support was provided. This increased investment will contribute to 
meeting the Programme for Government commitment to providing equitable access to home-
support services. 

27/07/2021WROOOO04500Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WROOOO046001739. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health his views on the Cork City Coun-
cil motion calling on the Government to support the waiving of patents on the Covid-19 vaccine 
in the EU and worldwide; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35301/21]

27/07/2021WROOOO04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): India and South Africa have presented 
a proposal to the World Trade Organisation (WTO) to allow all countries to choose to neither 
grant nor enforce any patents and other intellectual property rights related to COVID-19 drugs, 
vaccines and diagnostics for the duration of the pandemic. The proposers argue that this would 
allow countries to scale up the manufacture of such products.

International Trade is a competence of the EU under the Treaties and in exercising that com-
petence, the European Commission engages fully with the Member States through a variety of 
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Committees and Working Parties/Groups, including on Intellectual Property.

The EU’s current position on the proposed waiver is that the WTO international agreement 
on Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (the TRIPS Agreement) allows coun-
tries the flexibility to respond to the concerns raised by India and South Africa. Specifically, the 
TRIPS agreement allows compulsory licensing which is when a government permits someone 
else to produce the patented product or process without the consent of the patent owner.

The EU position is that manufacturing capacity, access to raw materials and distribution 
networks are the main obstacles that need to be overcome in the supply of vaccines and that 
increasing manufacturing capacity may be better attained through voluntary licensing arrange-
ments by disseminating the technology and know-how of those who developed the vaccines.  
The Commission has set up a Task Force for Industrial Scale-up of COVID-19 vaccine pro-
duction which aims to support the ramp-up of production capacity and address supply chain 
bottlenecks.

The EU continues to be committed to an open and comprehensive dialogue with all WTO 
members to explore how the multilateral rules-based trading system can best support univer-
sal and equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines and treatments. Discussions on the proposed 
waiver are continuing at the WTO.

The EU considers that the COVAX Facility, the international initiative to ensure global 
access to COVID vaccines, is the mechanism that is best placed to ensure that high-income 
countries finance the vaccines and support the developing countries to secure their share of 
global supply.

Ireland has consistently championed collaborative responses to the pandemic, with a focus 
on ensuring that the needs of the poorest and most vulnerable are served by our collective ef-
fort. As a member of the global health community, Ireland continues to play an active role in 
ensuring fair and equitable access to vaccines for all. This includes supporting the World Health 
Organization (WHO), the Global Vaccine Alliance and the Global Fund, to develop, produce 
and equitably distribute effective technologies in the COVID-19 global response.

27/07/2021WROOOO04800Food Industry

27/07/2021WROOOO049001740. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to a campaign from a company (details supplied) targeting Irish mothers with email marketing 
weeks after they give birth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35302/21]

27/07/2021WROOOO05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): Breastfeed-
ing is important for the health of both mother and infant, and national health policy, including 
the Healthy Ireland Framework, the National Maternity Strategy 2016-2026, the National Obe-
sity Policy and Action Plan 2016-2025 and the National Cancer Strategy 2017-2026, empha-
sise the importance of supporting mothers who breastfeed, as well as taking action to increase 
breastfeeding rates in Ireland.

Encouraging mothers to breastfeed is a priority for the Department of Health.  To deliver 
on this priority, the HSE is working to achieve the aims and objectives of “Breastfeeding in a 
Healthy Ireland – HSE Action Plan 2016-2021”. Due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 
on the delivery of some actions, the HSE will extend the implementation of the Breastfeeding 
Action Plan into 2022 and continue to work on priority outstanding actions.

In May of this year I announced significant investment towards implementing the HSE 
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Breastfeeding Action Plan, with €1.58 million of funding to provide an additional 24 lactation 
consultants across hospital and community settings. 

Implementation of Breastfeeding in a Healthy Ireland – HSE Action Plan includes initia-
tives in the following areas:

- Improved governance and health service structures

- Breastfeeding training and skills development

- Health service policies and practices

- Support at all stages of the breastfeeding continuum through social marketing, support and 
advocacy.

The Maternity Strategy states that “in addition to practical supports which can be provided 
to mothers, such as support to continue breastfeeding on return to the workplace, a broader so-
cietal change is required in order to promote a more positive culture around breastfeeding. This 
should support women to feel confident about their choice to breastfeed”. In essence, this means 
that all mothers should be supported to breastfeed at anytime and anywhere.

The HSE is partnering with key stakeholders to develop the supports that mothers require 
at all stages of the breastfeeding continuum through social marketing, support and advocacy. 
The www.mychild.ie website provides pregnant and new mothers and families with a range of 
information and supports about infant feeding. An Ask Our Expert (AOE) on-line service, pro-
vided by International Board-Certified Lactation Consultants, is available to answer mothers’ 
questions and link them to supports in their local area. The webchat facility and HSE breast-
feeding Facebook page is also available. These services provide supportive and practical expert 
information in a friendly, supportive and non-judgemental manner. 

A new Code of Marketing of Breast Milk Substitutes in public health services is in final 
draft and is due for implementation across all health services in 2021.

The HSE’s National Women and Infants Health Programme, in collaboration with health 
promotion and improvement and public health services in the HSE, supports the implementa-
tion of the WHO/UNICEF 10 Steps to Successful Breastfeeding using a model suitable for the 
promotion and support of breastfeeding in Ireland.

The Healthy Ireland “We’re Breastfeeding Friendly” programme aims to support business, 
community and public service settings to welcome breastfeeding mothers and families.

Breastfeeding will continue to be a priority for the Department of Health, and the Depart-
ment and HSE will continue working to achieve the aims and objectives of the HSE Breastfeed-
ing Action Plan.

27/07/2021WROOOO05100Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WROOOO052001741. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tions Nos. 914, 941, 945, 947, 954, 963, 981, 982, 983, 984, 988, 1002, 1003, 1004, 1005, 1041, 
1069, 1078, 1083 and 1087 of 28 April 2021, the status of Covid-19 vaccines (details supplied) 
receiving EMA approval; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35303/21]

27/07/2021WROOOO053001915. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Health if he will work to obtain Eu-
ropean Medicines Agency approval of a vaccine (details supplied) given it is already approved 
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by the WHO and many Irish persons in particular those residing in the Middle East have already 
received this vaccine. [35861/21]

27/07/2021WROOOO05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1741 
and 1915 together.

Ireland is participating in an EU Procurement process with a view to accessing a portfolio 
of candidate vaccines against COVID-19 which are being negotiated with vaccine manufac-
turers by the Commission acting on behalf of Member States. Emergency Support Instrument 
(ESI) funding has been leveraged by the Commission to facilitate its negotiations with vaccine 
manufacturers, including with regard to production costs and securing a reduced per dose cost 
for Member States.

This process has provided Ireland with access to vaccines (at a reduced cost) that it would 
find it difficult to access otherwise within a year after the declaration of a Public Health Emer-
gency of International Concern by the WHO. Four of the vaccines in the EU portfolio have 
already been awarded Conditional Marketing Authorisation (CMA) by the Commission.

Ireland supports efforts made by the Commission to safeguard the production and delivery 
of doses of vaccine in the quantities agreed with vaccine suppliers and to ensure that up-front 
funding provided through ESI has been properly used.

COVID-19 vaccines can only be approved and used if they comply with all the requirements 
of quality, safety and efficacy set out in the EU pharmaceutical legislation. No vaccine will be 
used until market authorisation from the European Medicines Agency (EMA) is obtained and 
any authorised vaccine will be subject to ongoing monitoring in Ireland by the Health Product 
Regulatory Authority (HPRA).

The delivery of vaccines under APAs that the Commission has negotiated on behalf of 
Member States are predicated upon a CMA being obtained from the Commission (on the basis 
of a positive recommendation being awarded by the EMA).

The awarding of a CMA provides a high level of assurance that a vaccine has undergone 
rigorous testing and has met the requirements of the independent regulatory process as regards 
demonstrating its quality, safety and efficacy.

The EMA has started a rolling review of the Sputnik V COVID-19 Vaccine but it has not 
been awarded a CMA to date. The Sinopharm vaccine has not been awarded a CMA to date.

  Question No. 1742 answered with Question No. 1541.

27/07/2021WROOOO05525Departmental Records

27/07/2021WROOOO055501743. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question Nos. 240 of 3 May 2017 and 1112 of 2 June 2017, if the information can now be pro-
vided; if he will provide the files that have been retrieved; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [35327/21]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I understand that an official from my 
Department contacted your office in relation to this PQ in September of this year.  It was agreed 
by email to process the matter raised as a Freedom of Information request rather than a Parlia-
mentary Question given that it relates to the release of records.  The FOI request is currently 
being processed.  
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27/07/2021WROOOO05600Commissions of Investigation

27/07/2021WROOOO057001744. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 2081 of 21 April 2021, when the two substantive interim reports of the Farrelly 
Commission of Investigation will be published; the reason for the delay in publication; the 
number of interim reports received to date; the number of interim reports published to date; 
when the final report of the commission will be published; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [35328/21]

27/07/2021WROOOO05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Farrelly Commission, which com-
menced work on 15th May 2017, was established to investigate the care and protection of 
“Grace” (pseudonym) and others in a former foster home in the South East, which has been 
the subject of abuse allegations. The Farrelly Commission is a statutory Commission of Inves-
tigation and is independent in undertaking its functions under the legislation and its Terms of 
Reference.

Since its establishment, the Farrelly Commission has submitted a series of interim reports 
to the Minister for Health, which have been published on my Department’s website, and two 
Substantive Interim Reports on its investigation, which I received in January and March of this 
year. My officials have since been engaging with the Attorney General’s Office and I hope to be 
in a position to proceed with the publication of these reports in the near future. 

27/07/2021WROOOO05900Child and Family Agency

27/07/2021WROOOO060001745. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Health when an early intervention assess-
ment will take place in the case of a child (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [34890/21]

27/07/2021WROOOO06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOO06200Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WROOOO063001746. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health the number of children permit-
ted at wedding receptions; if he will consider exempting them from numbers in this and future 
phases of the roadmap for reopening the economy and society; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [34437/21]

27/07/2021WROOOO06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, on 29 
June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and society in line with 
Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
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number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status. 

However, as an exception, weddings already planned have been allowed to proceed with 
the planned increase in the number of guests to 50 at the wedding ceremony and reception with 
protective measures from 5 July. 50 guests, including children, are permitted to attend. The 
Fáilte Ireland guidelines on weddings can be found online: covid19.failteireland.ie/operational-
guidelines/  

Significant progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent months due to the 
huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved lives and limited 
the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent months we must 
continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health guidelines.

  Question No. 1747 answered with Question No. 1685.

27/07/2021WROOOO06600Health Services

27/07/2021WROOOO067001748. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Health the status of an application by 
a person (details supplied) for respite care; and when they can expect a decision on their case. 
[35456/21]

27/07/2021WROOOO06800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

  Question No. 1749 answered with Question No. 1629.

27/07/2021WRPPPP00300Abortion Services

27/07/2021WRPPPP003501750. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the checks that are in place to 
ensure public hospitals are adhering to the provisions of the Health (Regulation of Termination 
of Pregnancy) Act 2018; if all public hospitals are in compliance; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [35458/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPP004001751. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he is satisfied that a public 
hospital group (details supplied) is adhering to the provisions of the Health (Regulation of Ter-
mination of Pregnancy) Act 2018; if all public hospitals in the group are in compliance; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [35459/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPP005001752. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the services 
available and or not available at a public hospital (details supplied) under the provisions of the 
Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [35460/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPP00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1750 
to 1752, inclusive, together.
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The Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 was signed into law on 20 
December 2018. It permits termination to be carried out in cases where there is a risk to the 
life, or of serious harm to the health, of the pregnant woman; where there is a condition present 
which is likely to lead to the death of the foetus either before or within 28 days of birth; and 
without restriction up to 12 weeks of pregnancy. Expanded services for termination of preg-
nancy under the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 were introduced 
from 1 January 2019. 

There is regular ongoing engagement between the Department of Health and the HSE to 
facilitate the smooth-running of the service and to resolve any issues that may arise. Nonethe-
less, as a number of Deputy’s queries relate to service matters, the HSE would be better placed 
to provide the relevant information. However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the 
HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the 
recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disrup-
tion to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume 
normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a 
position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Ques-
tions at that point. 

Question No. 1751 answered with Question No. 1750.

  Question No. 1752 answered with Question No. 1750.

27/07/2021WRPPPP00900Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRPPPP010001753. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health if official names will be used on 
EU digital Covid certificates in order that they corroborate with the names of persons on pass-
ports or drivers licences to avoid any difficulties in cases in which a person needs to identify 
themselves as vaccinated if they travel abroad when they may habitually use another name such 
as in Irish. [35461/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPP01100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Digital COVID Certificate Regula-
tion is intended to facilitate people’s fundamental right to move and reside freely and help to 
support the lifting of restrictions currently in place in a coordinated manner within the EU.

As the Minister for Health, I am supporting the work of my Department in collaborating 
with relevant Departments under the leadership of the Department of Taoiseach to assist in the 
on-going implementation of the EU Digital COVID Certificates. 

Every effort has been made to ensure the data on EU Digital COVID Certificates is correct 
and complete. For citizens who have a concern about the detail on their Digital COVID Certifi-
cate, they can call the helpline on 1800 807 008 to have the details corrected.

27/07/2021WRPPPP01200Health Strategies

27/07/2021WRPPPP013001754. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the outstanding measures 
in the National Cancer Strategy; the estimated additional funding this requires for full imple-
mentation; the basis on which this funding must be made available that is, one-off or recurring; 
the revenue and capital split of this funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35462/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPP01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The implementation of the National 
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Cancer Strategy is a Programme for Government commitment, and is part of the implementa-
tion of Sláintecare. We have seen significant progress on the implementation of the Strategy 
over the past three years, with clear evidence-based policy direction from my Department and 
strong implementation by the HSE’s National Cancer Control Programme (NCCP). 

The National Cancer Strategy 2017-2026 Implementation Report 2020 was published on 5 
May. This sets out the progress achieved on the implementation of the 52 recommendations of 
the Strategy, and the degree to which the key performance indicators are being met, to the end 
of 2020. It is available on the Department of Health website at: www.gov.ie/en/publication/
bd03f-national-cancer-strategy-implementation-report-2020/

As part of Budget 2021, an extra €20m has been allocated for the continued implementation 
of the National Cancer Strategy this year. This funding is being used to facilitate developments 
across prevention, diagnosis, treatment and patient supports. Additional funding of €12m has 
also been allocated this year for the restoration of cancer services to 95% of 2019 (pre-Covid) 
levels. This funding is being used to support hospitals in addressing backlogs, extending clinic 
times, providing additional clinics, increasing diagnostic capacity and providing locum/tempo-
rary support. 

Decisions on the funding of cancer services next year will be made in the context of the 
Estimates process for 2022.

27/07/2021WRPPPP01500Health Strategies

27/07/2021WRPPPP016001755. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the outstanding measures in 
the National Maternity Strategy; the estimated additional funding this requires for full imple-
mentation; the basis on which this funding must be made available that is, one-off or recurring 
the revenue and capital split of this funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35463/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPP01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Maternity Strategy, pub-
lished in 2016, aims to ensure that appropriate care pathways are in place in order that moth-
ers, babies and families get the right care, at the right time, from the right team and in the right 
place. Similarly, the Strategy aims to increase choice for women whilst ensuring that services 
are safe, standardised and of the highest quality. The phased implementation of the Strategy 
is ongoing and is being led by the National Women & Infants Health Programme (NWIHP). 
€9.65m in new development funding was allocated during the period 2016-2020, while very 
significant investment of €7.317m was provided in Budget 2020 to ensure a renewed impetus 
to the implementation of the Strategy. 

The 2020 HIQA report “Overview report of HIQA’s monitoring programme against the 
National Standards for Safer Better Maternity Services” recommended that the HSE develop a 
comprehensive, time-bound and fully costed National Maternity Strategy implementation plan. 
In line with HIQA’s recommendation, the Strategy’s implementation plan is currently being 
reviewed by the NWIHP with a view to assessing the overall status of implementation and to 
provide up-to-date timelines for the individual recommendations. The ongoing and outstanding 
actions will form the basis of the revised implementation plan and will have specific timelines 
set out in the document. NWIHP have advised that the revised plan is due to be completed in 
the coming weeks. As part of the development of the revised implementation plan, the HSE is 
currently assessing the additional funding that will be required over the remaining five years of 
the Strategy’s lifetime. 
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In relation to capital funding, the 2020 HIQA report also recommended that the HSE con-
duct a review of the infrastructural deficits of each maternity services to bring them into line 
with HIQA’s Infection Prevention and Control Standards and HIQA’s Better Safer Maternity 
Care Standards. While this process has not yet commenced, the NWIHP have advised that it is 
envisaged that significant capital funding will be required to bring maternity hospitals and units 
up to the required standard.

  Question No. 1756 answered with Question No. 1488.

27/07/2021WRPPPP01900Ambulance Service

27/07/2021WRPPPP020001757. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the outstanding measures in 
the National Ambulance Service Strategic Plan; the estimated additional funding this requires 
for full implementation; the basis on which this funding must be made available that is, one-off 
or recurring; the revenue and capital split of this funding; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [35465/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPP021001853. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the ad-
ditional funding allocated in Budget 2021 to the National Ambulance Service; and the areas in 
which and items it was spent on. [35653/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPP022001859. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the addi-
tional funding allocated in Budget 2021 to community paramedicine; and the way in which it 
was spent. [35659/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPP02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1757, 
1853 and 1859 together.

In Budget 2021 an unprecedented €187.5m is being invested in the National Ambulance 
Service, including €10m additional funding to progress priority reforms in line with NAS stra-
tegic planning. This additional funding has been allocated to:

- Target capacity deficits identified in the NAS emergency service baseline and capacity 
review;

- Continue the development of alternative patient care pathways, including expansion of 
the NEOC clinical hub, pathfinder “see and treat” project, and community paramedicine. These 
pathways manage low acuity calls in an integrated manner in partnership with other healthcare 
providers, and in the patient’s own home if appropriate;

- Increase capacity within the NAS critical care and retrieval services;

- Progress the implementation of the Trauma System for Ireland, through the continued in-
troduction of standardised protocols for triage and bypass for trauma and orthopaedic patients;

In regard to capital expenditure, based on previous year outturns it is anticipated that ap-
prox. €14.5m will be allocated towards the renewal of the NAS fleet in 2021. A further €5.98m 
investment in NAS building infrastructure works is contractually committed to in 2021.

The HSE is currently developing a new strategic plan to follow Vision 2020, and it is an-
ticipated that funding for this strategy will be sought by the HSE through the estimates process 
as normal. 

Further detail in regard to the funding of specific measures are operational matters for the 
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HSE in the first instance. Members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently 
unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-
attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service 
is on-going and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. 
Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide 
responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRPPPP02400Health Strategies

27/07/2021WRPPPP025001758. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the outstanding measures in 
the National Dementia Strategy; the estimated additional funding this requires for full imple-
mentation; the basis on which this funding must be made available that is, one-off or recurring; 
the revenue and capital split of this funding; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35466/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPP02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): A key commitment in the Programme 
for Government is the implementation of the Irish National Dementia Strategy, which aims to 
improve how we provide care for people living with dementia.  The National Dementia Office, 
established within the HSE, oversees implementation of the Strategy. 

As the Deputy will be aware in Budget 2021, the Government allocated €12.9 million for 
a number of dementia specific measures. This allocation comprised of €7m for an additional 
250,000 hours of home support for people living with dementia, €0.9m to expand the dementia 
advisor service operated by the Alzheimer Society of Ireland and €5m for implementation of 
the National Dementia Strategy.   

As some detail in this Parliamentary Question relates to operational issues, it is a matter for 
the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to 
access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which 
has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, 
and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of 
the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to 
PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRPPPP02700Health Strategies

27/07/2021WRPPPP028001759. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the outstanding measures in 
the National Strategy and Policy for the Provision of Neuro-Rehabilitation Services; the esti-
mated additional funding this requires for full implementation; the basis on which this funding 
must be made available that is, one-off or recurring; the revenue and capital split of this fund-
ing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35467/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPP029001779. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated all-in annu-
alised revenue cost of an additional 50-neuro-rehabilitation beds; the estimated number of staff 
that would be needed to open 50 new beds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35487/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPP030001780. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated all-in capital 
cost of an additional 50-neuro-rehabilitation beds; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [35488/21]
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27/07/2021WRPPPP03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1759, 1779 and 1780 together.

As this Parliamentary Questions relate to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 1760 answered with Question No. 1584.

27/07/2021WRPPPP03300Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRPPPP034001761. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the cost of providing univer-
sal palliative care; the measures required to achieve same; the basis on which this funding must 
be made available that is, one-off or recurring; the revenue and capital split of this funding; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [35469/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPP03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy may be aware, over 
€76m was allocated for Palliative Care services when the Sláintecare Report was published in 
2017.  The report estimated that universal palliative care could be delivered with an additional 
€50m over the first five years of the plan.  This included funding for LauraLynn Hospice, child 
respite and palliative care as well as specialist palliative care services for adults.  There has been 
significant progress in the past five years towards achieving universal palliative care,  with 268 
hospice beds expected to be in place by the end of the year and funding provided for LauraLynn 
Hospice in the palliative care budget for the first time in 2021.  Furthermore, the HSE has com-
mitted in the National Service Plan 2021 to working alongside the voluntary hospice groups and 
philanthropic bodies to progress the plans for new inpatient units in Louth, Offaly and Cavan.

A key commitment in the Programme for Government is to update the Palliative Care policy 
for adults to reflect the main developments in end-of-life care and international best practice 
since 2001 and with a view to addressing the interface with children’s palliative care.  

It is envisaged that the new policy will  take account of increased demand for adult pallia-
tive care and the shift towards care in the community in line with the vision of Sláintecare.  It 
is also envisaged that the updated policy will endeavour to address the emphasis in Sláintecare 
on addressing geographic variations in the provision of both community and hospital palliative 
care services to achieve access to universal healthcare in Ireland.  This work will assist my De-
partment in updating the cost of achieving universal palliative care. 

27/07/2021WRPPPP03600Hospital Charges

27/07/2021WRPPPP037001762. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the all-in revenue cost of an 
acute inpatient bed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35470/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPP03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
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IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 1763 answered with Question No. 1482.

27/07/2021WRPPPP04000Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

27/07/2021WRPPPP041001764. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the total cost of delivering 
the new 60-bed modular unit ward in University Hospital Limerick; the cost per stage and 
across cost types; the length of time the project will take to fully complete, for each stage; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [35472/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPP04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Construction of the 60 Bed Ward Block 
at UHL was completed in 2020 and the block became operational over the period November 
2020 (20 beds), December (a further 20 beds) and January 2021 (the final 20 beds). 

This development provided 3 wards comprising of 20 single room occupancy, with en-
suite facilities, two of which are full isolation facilities on the campus. The additional 60 beds 
directly increased bed capacity at the hospital improving patient comfort, safety, privacy and 
dignity, and assist with the management of infection control in the hospital. The total capital 
costs of the build were €21 million.

  Question No. 1765 answered with Question No. 1482.

27/07/2021WRPPPP04400Hospital Equipment

27/07/2021WRPPPP045001766. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the average all in capital cost 
of a critical care bed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35474/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPP04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Several factors determine the capital 
cost of a bed. These include the nature of the bed (day case, long-term stay, etc.), and the bed’s 
location (within an existing facility, within a new extension to an existing facility, etc.)  As such, 
there is no one capital cost for providing an additional bed.

A recent review of bed costings determined an average capital cost per bed to be in the re-
gion of: 

Non Acute Bed - €0.35m to €0.45m

Acute Bed - €0.50m - €0.8m

Critical Care Bed - €1.40m to €1.80m

The estimates exclude any significant enabling works e.g. decant costs as well as other ac-
commodation that may be required to support this additional capacity e.g. diagnostics, theatre 
space etc. Capital costs are naturally subject to variations with some sites requiring more invest-
ment depending on location, project scale, complexity of the site, existing infrastructure, site 
conditions, design etc. Costs per bed will vary depending on the size of the proposed develop-
ment. Economies of scale would impact on the per bed cost.
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27/07/2021WRPPPP04700Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

27/07/2021WRPPPP048001767. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the total cost of delivering 
the new 26 critical care beds in the Mater Misericordiae University Hospital, Tallaght Univer-
sity Hospital and University Hospital Limerick; the cost per stage and across cost types for each 
project; the length of time each project will take to fully complete for each stage; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [35475/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPP04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRPPPP05000Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRPPPP051001768. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when an appointment will 
be arranged for a Covid-19 vaccine at a vaccination centre in the case of a person (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35476/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPP05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRPPPP05300Hospital Staff

27/07/2021WRPPPP054001769. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number and types of staff 
required to safely staff an adult critical care bed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35477/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPP05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRPPPP05600Hospital Staff
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27/07/2021WRPPPP057001770. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number and types of staff 
typically required to safely staff an inpatient ward; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [35478/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPP05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy is aware the National 
Framework for Safe Nurse Staffing and Skill Mix for medical, surgical and speciality inpatient 
wards, published in 2018, provides for an evidence-based methodology to assess appropriate 
staffing levels across certain areas. 

This framework is used to determine the staffing and skill mix required in a unit/ward based 
on the patients’ acuity and dependency. Therefore, in applying the methodology, no single num-
ber can be identified as being typically required as each unit/ward must be assessed based on 
its patients’ care needs.

27/07/2021WRPPPP05900Hospital Staff

27/07/2021WRPPPP060001771. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the cost to restore pay equal-
ity for consultants on type B contracts; the additional cost of any back pay; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [35479/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPP06100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): This Parliamentary Question requires 
information held by the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is 
currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent 
cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to 
service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal 
services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position 
to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at 
that point.

27/07/2021WRPPPP06200Hospital Staff

27/07/2021WRPPPP063001772. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the cost to restore pay equal-
ity for consultants on type C contracts; the additional cost of any back pay; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [35480/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPP06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): This Parliamentary Question requires 
information held by the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is 
currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent 
cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to 
service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal 
services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position 
to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at 
that point.

27/07/2021WRPPPP06500Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRPPPP066001773. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of 100 new 
consultant posts on new Sláintecare public-only contracts; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [35481/21]
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27/07/2021WRPPPP06700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government has confirmed that 
consultants taking up the Sláintecare public-only contract will be appointed to the pre-1 Oc-
tober 2012 Type A salary scales, as recommended by the Independent Review Group. The 
estimated cost of 100 new consultant posts is €26 million, including employers PRSI, ‘on-call’ 
payments, etc.

  Question No. 1774 answered with Question No. 1548.

27/07/2021WRQQQQ00200Hospital Services

27/07/2021WRQQQQ003001775. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of expand-
ing newborn genetic screening services to expand the range of diseases which are screened for 
in line with the EU average of 20; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35483/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I am fully committed to supporting our 
population health screening programmes which are a valuable part of our health service. 

The National Screening Advisory Committee (NSAC) was established in 2019 with the 
remit to undertake an independent assessment of the evidence for screening for a particular 
condition against internationally accepted criteria and to advise the Department of Health and 
the Minister for Health on all new proposals for screening and on revisions to existing pro-
grammes.  Professor Niall O’Higgins was appointed as Chair of the NSAC in 2019 and was 
asked that the Committee prioritise an examination of the approaches for the expansion of the 
National Newborn Bloodspot Screening Programme and work in that regard has been pro-
gressed by the Committee. 

In 2020 the NSAC made a recommendation to me for the addition of ADA-SCID to the 
National Newborn Bloodspot Screening Programme (NNBSP) and I approved the recommen-
dation. Provision for the addition of ADA-SCID to the NNBSP has been included in the HSE’s 
2021 National Service Plan and the HSE are progressing with implementation. The expansion 
of the National Newborn Bloodspot Screening Programme remains a priority work programme 
in 2021 for the NSAC.

Ireland has traditionally evaluated the case for commencing a national screening programme 
against the internationally accepted criteria (collectively known as Wilson Jungner criteria). 
The evidence bar for commencing a screening programme should and must remain high.  This 
evidence threshold ensures that we can be as confident as we can be that the programme in 
question is effective, quality assured and operating to safe standards for the population. 

Financial cost is but one factor that is considered in the decision-making process. Due to 
the complex nature of the evaluation process and the criteria against which a decision is made, 
it would be impossible to accurately quantify the cost of expanding a screening service until a 
full evidential assessment was completed.

The NSAC are planning to launch the first public ‘annual call’ for proposals for new pop-
ulation-based screening programmes in Ireland, as well as proposed modifications to existing 
programmes later this year, details of which will be available on Committee’s website.

27/07/2021WRQQQQ00500Disease Management

27/07/2021WRQQQQ006001776. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of com-
pleting the repatriation of CervicalCheck screening services and diagnostics into a single public 
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laboratory; the number of staff which need to be hired; the cost for same; the capital cost, if any; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35484/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRQQQQ00900Health Services

27/07/2021WRQQQQ010001777. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the all-in annualised revenue 
cost for maintaining each type of public community bed; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [35485/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQ01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

  Question No. 1778 answered with Question No. 1482.

  Question No. 1779 answered with Question No. 1759.

  Question No. 1780 answered with Question No. 1759.

27/07/2021WRQQQQ01900Health Services

27/07/2021WRQQQQ020001781. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of an ad-
ditional HSE adult safeguarding and protection team; the staffing composition of same; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [35489/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQ02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRQQQQ02200Health Services
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27/07/2021WRQQQQ023001782. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of an ad-
ditional community intervention team; the staffing composition of same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [35490/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQ02400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is unfortunately not possible to pro-
vide an accurate costing for “an additional” Community Intervention Team (CIT). 

This is because CITs are designed to meet the needs of local populations, and hence the cost 
and staffing composition of each team will vary depending on the needs and requirements of 
patients in a specific catchment area.   As such, the composition of these teams - and the associ-
ated costs - will vary.

However, the Deputy may wish to note that as part of the Enhanced Community Care pro-
gramme, some €4.125m was set aside to enable the recruitment of 45 additional staff to CITs. 
This funding was intended to expand three existing teams and, crucially, to establish five new 
CITs in Cavan/Monaghan, Donegal, Longford/Westmeath, Mayo and Wexford.  This will en-
sure, for the first time, that CITs provide national coverage.    

The provision of CITs is an operational issue and is a matter for the HSE. However, mem-
bers of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to 
answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services.

27/07/2021WRQQQQ02500Disease Management

27/07/2021WRQQQQ026001783. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of an addi-
tional chronic disease management team; the staffing composition of same; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [35491/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQ02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRQQQQ02800Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRQQQQ029001784. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of fully 
implementing the recommendations of the Nursing Home Expert Panel report by one-off costs 
and recurring costs; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35492/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQ03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Nursing 
Homes Expert Panel was established, on foot of a NPHET recommendation, to examine the 
complex issues surrounding the management of COVID-19 among this particularly vulnerable 
cohort. The Expert Panel report, which was published in August 2020, has added further to our 
knowledge and learning. This report clearly outlines the key protective measures that we must 
ensure are in place across our nursing homes. These actions are based on learning from our 



27 July 2021

907

own and the international experience of COVID-19 to date. The report also recommends ad-
ditional analysis and examination of the relevant public health and other data sets in order that 
further causal and protective factors for COVID-19 clusters are identified. Work to progress the 
recommendations of the Expert Panel report, particularly those recommendations requiring a 
priority focus in the response to COVID-19, is ongoing across health agencies and stakehold-
ers.  The recommendations of the report are varied and complex, are both short-, medium- and 
longer-term in nature, and require a mix of ongoing operational response to COVID-19 and a 
longer-term strategic reform. Those strategic reforms are, by their nature, complex and relate to 
whole of system issues.

It is important to note that any such reforms require careful consideration and substantial 
policy development work. In the case of some recommendations, major legislative reform is 
required, something that must be approached in a measured and considerate way, to ensure re-
forms are delivered as intended. Costing of the implementation of recommendations is ongoing, 
along with the implementation of the recommendations. As noted, longer-term consideration is 
necessary in costing many of the recommendations, due to the major developmental work that 
is required in order to accurately cost the defined policy objective and the full range of actions 
needed to deliver same.

In line with the Government commitment to progress the recommendations of the Expert 
Panel, up to €40m is available to support the progress of the national recommendations. Up to 
€5 million in funding has been allocated to HIQA for 2021 for the implementation of the Panel’s 
recommendations, with €3.8 million approved for draw down for the recruitment of substantial 
additional staff required to progress recommendations, including additional inspectors required 
to increase the frequency of inspections. Given the significant service and policy reforms rec-
ommended, many recommendations are currently in the developmental stage, including con-
siderations of the role of the Community Support Teams, Integrated Infection Prevention and 
Control Strategy and a range of legislative reform analysis.  It is anticipated that proposals will 
be considered by the implementation structures in due course and separately, business cases 
will be submitted to the Department for review.

It is also important to note that significant supports have been provided to nursing homes 
throughout the pandemic and these supports have been recognised by the Expert Panel in its 
recommendations. They include:

- Enhanced HSE engagement

- Multidisciplinary clinical supports at CHO level through 23 COVID-19 Response Teams

- Supply of precautionary and enhanced PPE, free of charge.

- Serial testing programme for all staff of nursing homes.

- Where possible, access to staff from community and acute hospitals.

- Suite of focused public health guidance and training resources.

- HIQA COVID-19 quality assurance regulatory framework.

- Temporary accommodation to nursing home staff to support measures to block the chain 
of transmission.

The inter-agency Implementation Oversight Team, which was established by the Minister 
for Health, oversees the implementation of the relevant COVID-19 Nursing Homes Expert 
Panel recommendations, and reports regularly to the Minister for Health and the Minister for 
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Mental Health and Older People. Many of the short- and medium-term recommendations have 
been commenced or delivered on to date, with work continuing to progress other recommenda-
tions.  Two progress reports have been published to date, with the third report due to be com-
pleted in the coming months. These reports are available on the COVID-19 Nursing Homes 
Expert Panel Report: Implementation Oversight Team webpage at www.gov.ie/en/publication/
c7f5b-covid-19-nursing-homes-expert-panel-report-implementation-oversight-team/.

27/07/2021WRQQQQ03100Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRQQQQ032001785. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated recruitment 
and revenue cost of hiring an additional 100 public dentists; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [35493/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQ03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRQQQQ03400Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRQQQQ035001786. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the annual cost of restoring 
dental screening services for children in schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35494/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQ03600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRQQQQ03700Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRQQQQ038001787. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated recruitment 
and revenue cost of hiring an additional 100 orthodontists; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [35495/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQ03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
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Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRQQQQ04000Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRQQQQ041001788. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated recruitment 
and revenue cost of hiring an additional 100 dental technicians; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [35496/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQ04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRQQQQ04300Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRQQQQ044001789. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated recruitment 
and revenue cost of hiring an additional 100 dental hygienists; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [35497/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQ04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRQQQQ04600Hospital Services

27/07/2021WRQQQQ047001790. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the purpose of maintaining 
section 38 hospitals; the operational and governance differences between HSE hospitals and 
section 38 hospitals; if he envisages the creation of any new section 38 Hospitals; the typical 
ownership arrangements for assets used by section 38 hospitals; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [35511/21]
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27/07/2021WRQQQQ04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): An Independent Review Group (IRG) 
was established in August 2017 to examine the role of voluntary organisations in the provision 
of health and personal social services and to make recommendations on the future evolution of 
their role. The Group’s report was published in February 2019. Amongst its findings, the report 
noted the fact that voluntary organisations in general have a governing board, which the IRG 
viewed as providing a direct level of corporate governance through accountability of manage-
ment to the Board, and bringing a level of governance oversight to the operation of organisa-
tions.   

While recognising the value that voluntary organisations continue to bring, the report also 
highlights the need for robust processes to ensure that public funding is appropriately accounted 
for and that all publicly funded organisations are compliant with sound financial practice, good 
corporate governance and meet the needs and expectations of the public in respect of the type 
and quality of services provided. In this respect, the HSE enters into detailed annual service 
level agreements with all Section 38 and 39 organisations that it funds.

The IRG report also examined the situation in relation to the ownership of assets, and in 
particular the appropriate protection of State investments. It notes that, in the past, there was a 
significant level of cross subsidisation between the State and voluntary organisations which was 
done on an ad hoc basis, but that since the creation of the HSE in 2005, it is a requirement that 
the State takes a charge on all capital investments it funds in voluntary organisations. 

In the context of the proposed relocation of the National Maternity Hospital (NMH) to the 
Elm Park campus, the Mulvey Agreement, which was finalised in 2016 following an extensive 
mediation process between the NMH and the St. Vincent’s Healthcare Group,  provides for 
the establishment of a new company - National Maternity Hospital at Elm Park DAC – which 
would provide services at the new NMH under section 38.

27/07/2021WRQQQQ04900Assisted Human Reproduction

27/07/2021WRQQQQ050001791. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health if in dealing with new legislation 
on surrogacy, it will contain a provision for the introduction of pre-authorised surrogacy agree-
ments prior to conception to ensure that parental rights and responsibilities can be transferred 
at birth from the surrogate mother to the intended parents; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [35113/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQ051001840. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health if consideration is being given to 
the recommendations of a person (details supplied) in the report A Review of Children’s Rights 
and Best Interests in the Context of Donor-Assisted Human Reproduction and Surrogacy in 
Irish Law; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35111/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQ05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1791 
and 1840 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, drafting of a bill on assisted human reproduction (AHR) and 
associated areas of research is ongoing by officials in my Department, in conjunction with the 
Office of the Attorney General.  This comprehensive piece of legislation will encompass the 
regulation, for the first time in Ireland, of a very wide range of practices, including domestic 
altruistic surrogacy.  Publication of this legislation is a priority for my Department and the Gov-
ernment, and a commitment to enact this legislation is included in the Programme for Govern-
ment, “Our Shared Future”.

The surrogacy provisions of the Bill outline the specific conditions under which surrogacy 
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in Ireland will be permitted, including a requirement for all surrogacy agreements to be pre-
authorised by the AHR Regulatory Authority, the establishment of which the Bill will provide 
for.  The legislation also sets out a court-based mechanism through which the parentage of a 
child born through surrogacy may be transferred from the surrogate (and her husband, if ap-
plicable) to the intending parent(s). 

The published report of the Special Rapporteur on Child Protection comprises issues relat-
ing to parentage and the right to identity in donor-assisted human reproduction and surrogacy 
in this jurisdiction and abroad.  

  As issues relating to international surrogacy raised in the report of the Special Rapporteur 
concern areas of law that intersect across the remits of several Government Departments, my 
Department is engaging with the Department of Justice and the Department of Children, Equal-
ity, Disability, Integration and Youth in regard to this issue.  

27/07/2021WRQQQQ05300General Practitioner Services

27/07/2021WRQQQQ054001792. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if the HSE can provide as-
sistance to a patient (details supplied) to register with a general practitioner practice given their 
attempts to do so have failed due to full patient lists; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [35532/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQ055003055. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if the HSE will provide as-
sistance to a patient (details supplied) to register with a general practitioner practice given that 
their attempts to do so has failed due to full patient lists; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40111/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQ05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1792 
and 3055 together.

Where a GMS patient experiences difficulty in finding a GP to accept him/her as a patient, 
the person concerned having unsuccessfully applied to at least three GPs in the area can apply 
to the HSE National Medical Card Unit which has the power to assign that person to a GP’s 
GMS patient list. 

People who do not hold a medical card or GP visit card access GP services on a private 
basis and can make enquiries directly to any GP practice they wish to register with. As private 
contractors, it is a matter for each individual GP to decide whether to accept additional private 
patients. Where a GP practice has a full list of patients and cannot take on new patients, patients 
should contact other GP practices in the surrounding areas.

The Government is aware of the workforce issues currently facing general practice, includ-
ing the limited access to GP services in certain areas, and has implemented a number of mea-
sures to improve recruitment and retention in general practice. 

These measures include an increase in investment in general practice by approximately 40% 
(€210 million) between 2019 and 2023 under the terms of the 2019 GMS GP Agreement GP. 
The Agreement provides for increased support for GPs working in rural practices and for those 
in disadvantaged urban areas, and for improvements to maternity and paternity leave arrange-
ments.  In addition, the number of GPs entering training has been increased steadily over the 
past number of years, rising from 120 in 2009 to 233 in 2021.  

These measures will see an increase in the number of GPs working in the State, improving 
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access to GP services for patients throughout the country. 

27/07/2021WRQQQQ05700Health Services

27/07/2021WRQQQQ058001793. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the cost of increasing com-
munity paramedicine resources by 5%; the staffing composition of current community para-
medicine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35533/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQ05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRQQQQ06000Home Help Service

27/07/2021WRQQQQ061001794. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the cost of directly providing 
1 million home help hours; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35534/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQ062001795. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the cost of providing 1 million 
home help hours through an agency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35535/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQ06300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 1794 and 1795 together.

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

Question No. 1795 answered with Question No. 1794.

27/07/2021WRQQQQ06500Home Help Service

27/07/2021WRQQQQ066001796. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of service pro-
viders by type of provider contracted by the HSE to provide home help services by community 
healthcare organisation, CHO; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [35536/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQ06700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
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advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRQQQQ06800Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRQQQQ069001797. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of service pro-
viders by type of provider contracted by the HSE to provide nursing home services by commu-
nity healthcare organisation, CHO; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [35537/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQ07000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRQQQQ07100Health Services

27/07/2021WRQQQQ072001798. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of service pro-
viders by type of provider contracted by the HSE to provide rehabilitation services by CHO; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [35538/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQ07300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRRRRR00200Health Services

27/07/2021WRRRRR003001799. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated additional cost 
required on top of budget 2021 commitments for the National Office for Home Support in 2022; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35539/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRR00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Enabling people 
with care needs to continue to live independently at home for as long as possible is a priority for 
the Government.  To advance this, the Government is committed to establishing a new, statu-
tory scheme for the financing and regulation of home-support services, which the Department 
of Health is currently developing. It is envisaged that the new scheme will provide equitable 
access to high-quality services based on a person’s assessed care-needs. 

Work is on-going within the Department to determine the optimal approach to the develop-
ment of the new scheme within the broader context of the Sláintecare reforms. This work en-
compasses the development of the regulatory framework for the new scheme; the examination 
of the options for the financing model for the scheme; and the development of a reformed model 



Questions - Written Answers

914

of service-delivery to underpin the scheme.  

Funding was provided in 2021 for the HSE to progress the development of a reformed 
model of service delivery.  This includes the roll-out of interRAI as the standard assessment 
for care-needs in the community; the testing of a reformed model of service-delivery for home-
support; and the establishment of a National Home Support Office.  

Within this context, funding of €1m was allocated in 2021 to establish the National Home 
Support Office to support the testing of the reformed model of service delivery and to work with 
the Department on the development of all aspects of the scheme.  2022 funding requirements 
will be considered in the context of this year’s estimates process.

27/07/2021WRRRRR00500Health Services

27/07/2021WRRRRR006001800. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if respite care will be made 
available for a child (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [35540/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRR00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRRRRR00750Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRRRRR008001801. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a CORU application 
will be processed for a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [35541/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRR008503052. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a CORU application 
will be processed for a person (details supplied) in County Donegal; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40108/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRR00875Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1801 
and 3052 together.

In relation to the particular query raised, as this is an operational matter, I have asked CORU 
(the Health and Social Care Professionals Council) to respond to the Deputy directly.

27/07/2021WRRRRR00900Direct Provision System

27/07/2021WRRRRR010001802. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health when he plans to introduce 
spending measures related to ending direct provision; and the breakdown of the way they com-
pare to existing spending for international protection applicants. [35542/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRR01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): Overall re-
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sponsibility for the Direct Provision system rests with the Department of Children, Equality, 
Disability, Integration and Youth, while the Department of Health and the HSE are responsible 
for the policy and provision of health care service for persons in the protection system.

Primary care services are currently provided to persons living in Direct Provision on the 
same basis as Irish nationals.  A person seeking international protection can apply for and be 
assessed for a medical card.  Services provided include access to a GP, medical prescriptions, 
dental care, optician care, pregnancy services and children’s health.

Minister O’Gorman published A White Paper to End Direct Provision and to establish a 
New International Protection Support Service on 26 February 2021.  As part of the white paper, 
the Department of Health and the HSE have proposed an enhanced model of health care for 
international protection applicants.  It responds to the main issues facing this population group, 
covering public health, mental health and physical health. The model is in line with the HSE 
intercultural health strategy and the Sláintecare reform programme.

As a initial step, I secured an additional €750,000 in Budget 2021 to enhance healthcare 
services for applicants for international protection and other people living in direct provision.  
This funding will enable the HSE to meet Government commitments to improve health provi-
sion to residents in IPAS.  The funding is intended to provide for improved health provision 
and the development of an enhanced model of health care (primary care and mental health) for 
Applicants for International Protection as outlined in the White Paper.  

I am committed to working with the HSE to meet the health needs of people seeking inter-
national protection, in collaboration with IPAS and other service providers. 

27/07/2021WRRRRR01200Disability Services

27/07/2021WRRRRR013001803. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person 
(details supplied) will be examined; if funding will be granted; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [35543/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRR01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRRRRR01500Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRRRRR016001804. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost to restore 
pay for section 39 workers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35545/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRR01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Section 39 agencies are agencies under 
Section 39 of the Health Act 2004 where the HSE provides a grant to allow the agency to pro-
vide services similar or ancillary to the HSE. Staff in these section 39 organisations were not 
subject to the provisions of FEMPI legislation and therefore did not receive those cuts that were 
applied to the pay of public servants.  They were not and are not party to the Public Service 
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Agreements and are therefore not covered by the pay restoration provided for in these Agree-
ments.  While it is understood that pay savings were made by the organisations, the precise mix 
of pay cuts or other savings measures will have varied.

In October 2018, an agreement was reached by the parties at the Workplace Relations Com-
mission in relation to a process of pay restoration for staff employed in a pilot group of 50 sec-
tion 39 organisations who are funded by way of a Service Level Agreement (SLA). A further 
WRC engagement followed in December 2020 in relation to a final phase of 250 SLA funded 
organisations who were identified as part of the earlier agreement. 

Pay restoration was applicable to Section 39 organisations who met certain criteria, rather 
than types of individual workers that are employed in them. The list of section 39 organisations 
that was compiled, included only agencies that had service arrangements in place back in 2013 
and that were still under service arrangements in 2019. Only organisations who received in 
excess of an agreed, specified amount from the HSE by way of the SLA process were included. 

It must be acknowledged that Section 39 organisations are privately owned and run and that 
their terms and conditions of employment, once in line with employment legislation, are strictly 
between the employer and the employee and lie beyond the remit of the Department of Health. 
Consequently, it would not be appropriate to comment on the amount of funding allocated to 
private employers under the pay restoration agreement.

Pay restoration is absolutely limited and only applicable to those included in the initial 
WRC agreement. I can also confirm that there is no scope to revisit the eligibility criteria for the 
process and that the process has reached a final resolution.

27/07/2021WRRRRR01800General Practitioner Services

27/07/2021WRRRRR019001805. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost to increase 
the general practitioner trainee intake to 250; the number of places provided for each of the past 
five years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35546/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRR02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRRRRR02100Defibrillators Provision

27/07/2021WRRRRR022001806. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of 100 
community defibrillators; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35547/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRR02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): This matter relates to the work of the 
Out of Hospital Cardiac Arrest (OHCA) Steering Group. In 2019, this Group finalised an Out of 
Hospital Cardiac Arrest Strategy for Ireland, “Putting Survival at the Heart of the Community” 
and submitted it to the Health Service Executive (HSE) Commissioners, who have accepted the 
recommendation of the Steering Group. With regards to the issue of cost, this is a procurement 
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matter.

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue it  is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.  

27/07/2021WRRRRR02400Health Services

27/07/2021WRRRRR025001807. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated first-year and 
full-year cost of introducing a universal contraception scheme for 17 to 25-year-old women; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35548/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRR02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): Following 
the recommendations of the Joint Committee on the Eighth Amendment of the Constitution, a 
Working Group on Contraception was established in April 2019 to consider the range of policy, 
regulatory and legislative issues arising in relation to improving access to contraception in Ire-
land.

The Group’s high-level report, published in October 2019, identified the barriers that exist to 
accessing contraception and the mechanisms available to overcome those barriers, noting that 
any policy proposal must focus on accessibility, education, workforce capacity as well as cost. 
The report estimated the cost of providing free contraception to women aged 17-24 at €18-22m.

A sizable body of work remains to be addressed in order to develop and finalise the policy 
approach, bring forward the necessary legislative proposals and ensure the implementation of 
service delivery arrangements.  Progress on these issues has unfortunately been delayed due to 
the need to focus on and prioritise the response to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic.

It is however important to stress that my Department and this Government remain commit-
ted to providing free contraception over a phased basis, starting with women aged 17 – 25, as 
set out in the Programme for Government. The Department is currently assembling a Contra-
ception Implementation Group, which will commence work imminently.

Some access to free contraception is already enabled, through the National Condom Distri-
bution Service (NCDS), which was established by the HSE Sexual Health and Crisis Pregnancy 
Programme (SHCPP) in October 2015.The NCDS functions as a central point for distributing 
free condoms and lubricant sachets to HSE services and other organisations working with indi-
viduals and groups at increased risk of negative sexual health outcomes.

These include migrants; young people; gay, bisexual and other MSM; sex workers; people 
living with addiction issues and people living with HIV. From 2017 to the end of 2019, the 
number of organisations ordering from the NCDS has doubled.

The service was extended to 3rd level institutions in late 2019. Third-level institutions can 
now order condom dispensers from the HSE, which enable the provision of free condoms and 
sexual health information to students on campuses nationwide. The SHCPP advises that 3rd   
level institutions will be contacted, prior to the commencement of on-campus attendance in 
September, with regard to their engagement with the NCDS.
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Information leaflets are provided with the condom dispensers, which outline to students 
how to use condoms correctly, and emphasise the importance of using condoms consistently 
and every time sex happens. The information leaflets direct students to HSE - led and HSE-
funded websites for further information about sexual health and wellbeing; www.sexualwellbe-
ing.ie and www.man2man.ie.

It should be noted that, while oral contraception and various forms of long-acting revers-
ible contraception can be more effective at preventing pregnancy, condoms provide protection 
against STIs that is not provided by non-barrier forms of contraception.

It is envisaged that continued expansion of the NCDS will be facilitated in line with de-
mand, in order to support the STI prevention and sexual health promotion needs of people liv-
ing in Ireland.

27/07/2021WRRRRR02700Period Poverty

27/07/2021WRRRRR028001808. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated first-year and 
full-year cost of introducing a universal sanitary products scheme for girls and women up to 25 
years of age; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35549/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRR02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): Period pov-
erty refers to inadequate access to menstrual hygiene, including period products (e.g. sanitary 
towels and tampons), washing and waste management facilities and education. The potential 
adverse consequences of period poverty for women, girls and others who identify as non-binary 
or transgender who have periods are widely accepted internationally.  These include recurrent 
exclusion from educational, employment and social settings during menstruation and health 
impacts resulting from exclusion and the use of unsuitable period products.

Period poverty in Ireland was initially brought into focus by the publication, in late 2018, 
of a Plan International Survey of 1,100 teenage girls, aged 12-19. The Survey identified 50% 
of girls as having occasionally experienced period poverty, and 10% as having used unsuitable 
products as a result. 61% had missed school on occasion because of their period. 

Following the publication of the Survey, the Parliamentary Women’s Caucus proposed mo-
tions in the Seanad and in the Dáil in early 2019, which were passed. Following the Oireachtas 
motions, the National Strategy for Women and Girls (NSWG) Strategy Committee, now led 
by the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, established a sub-
committee on period poverty in 2019, chaired by the Department of Health. 

In line with the recommendations of the Oireachtas motions, Sub-Committee’s remit in-
cluded establishing the extent of period poverty in Ireland and population cohorts most at risk. 
The Terms of Reference also included giving due consideration to the circumstances of young 
people under the age of 25, targeting of high-risk groups, stigma reduction and mainstreaming 
period poverty mitigation measures across all relevant Government Departments and public 
bodies. 

In addition, the Programme for Government 2020, makes the following specific commit-
ment under ‘Better Opportunities through Education and Research’ - “Provide a range of free, 
adequate, safe, and suitable period products in all educational publicly-funded settings (includ-
ing schools, colleges and HEIs), to ensure that no students are disadvantaged in their education 
by period poverty.” 

The NSWG Sub-Committee on Period Poverty published its report on 8th February, 2021; 
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the full Report and accompanying press release are available at the following link: www.gov.ie/
en/publication/264f4-period-poverty-in-ireland-discussion-paper-period-poverty-sub-commit-
tee-national-strategy-for-women-and-girls-20172020-february-2021/

Moreover, Government has supported a Private Members Bill on Period Poverty; the Free 
Provision of Period Products Bill 2021 (Bill 4), proposed by Senator Lorraine Clifford-Lee and 
sponsored by Senators Catherine Ardagh and Mary Fitzpatrick, which seeks to make period 
products freely available to all those who need them. A debate on the matter was held in Seanad 
Éireann on 8th February, 2021; the Bill has now passed to Committee stage.

Government has further agreed that the recommendations of the Period Poverty in Ireland 
Discussion Paper be taken into account in terms of further development of the Bill and that 
cross-Government, inter-Departmental, interagency and societal support for the Bill and related 
implementation measures should be sought, including from voluntary and private sector organi-
sations that provide services funded by the State, as well as from public service providers. The 
recommendations of the Report include, but are not limited to, consideration of the provision of 
free period products in public buildings and in the context of education.

The Department of Health has established an Implementation Group, with representation 
from all Government Departments, to achieve cross sectoral input and to co-ordinate oversight 
of both the Bill and implementation measures recommended in the Discussion Paper. It is en-
visaged that the work of the Group will address the indignity experienced by those who may 
need period products every month, but cannot afford them. It is not possible to provide precise 
costs at present for period poverty implementation as this work is ongoing. 

Key priorities for a pilot scheme include provision in public buildings, through publicly 
funded services and reaching the most needy.

27/07/2021WRRRRR03000Prescriptions Charges

27/07/2021WRRRRR031001809. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost to reduce 
prescription charges by 50 cent and to abolish prescription charges; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [35550/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRR03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The full year cost of reducing prescrip-
tion charges by €0.50c for those over 70 is estimated at €12.5m.

The full year cost of reducing prescription charges by €0.50c for those under 70 is estimated 
at €12.1m.

Therefore the total full year cost of reducing prescription charges for both cohorts is esti-
mated at €24.6m.

The cost to the State of abolishing prescription charges is estimated at €61.2m.

27/07/2021WRRRRR03300Hospital Charges

27/07/2021WRRRRR034001810. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost to abolish 
hospital car parking charges; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35551/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRR03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Programme for Government makes 
a commitment to introduce a cap on the maximum daily charge for patients and visitors at all 
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public hospitals, where possible and to introduce flexible passes in all public hospitals for pa-
tients and their families. My Department and the HSE are currently examining the issue. 

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRRRRR03600Departmental Schemes

27/07/2021WRRRRR037001811. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of reduc-
ing the drugs payment scheme threshold to €100; the estimated cost of reducing same in incre-
ments of €15; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35552/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRR03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to data only available through completion of a detailed analytical exercise, the Deputy is ad-
vised that the HSE is currently not in a position to provide such data by closing date for the Par-
liamentary Question. I am advised that due to the recent cyber-attack, the disruption to service 
is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRRRRR03900Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRRRRR040001812. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated additional cost 
of a 100% uptake each year of the HPV vaccine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35553/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRR04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.  Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRRRRR04200Covid-19 Tests

27/07/2021WRRRRR043001813. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of estab-
lishing a permanent Covid-19 testing and tracing unit with the capacity to manage 500 cases a 
day; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35554/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRR04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
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advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.  

27/07/2021WRRRRR04500Health Strategies

27/07/2021WRRRRR046001814. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated additional rev-
enue and capital cost for public health departments in 2022 of commitments made regarding 
consultant contracts and in the Sláintecare Implementation Strategy and Action Plan  2021-
2023 for each item; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35555/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRR04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The new Sláintecare Implementation 
Strategy & Action Plan 2021-2023 was approved by Government on 12 May 2021. €1.235 bil-
lion was allocated in Budget 2021 to the allocation of Sláintecare. The allocation of resources 
for 2022 will be determined in the course of the annual estimates process. 

27/07/2021WRRRRR04800Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRRRRR049001815. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will advise on a matter 
raised in correspondence (details supplied) in relation to long Covid; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [35556/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRR05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Covid-19 is a new disease so informa-
tion on it, its features and its course are still emerging. Scientific and clinical evidence is evolv-
ing on the long-term effects of COVID-19. An increasing number of reports and studies are now 
being published on the topic, however, at present there is no agreement on the definition or the 
terminology. 

Scientific and clinical evidence is evolving on the long-term effects of COVID-19. It is 
recognised that persistent and prolonged symptoms can occur after acute COVID-19 infection 
in a proportion of patients, including in some patients who did not develop symptoms severe 
enough to require hospitalisation. My Department, through the Health Research Board, contin-
ues to fund research into the clinical impacts of COVID-19.

Patients with persistent symptoms following Covid-19 infection may be followed up by 
their GP or in hospital settings as clinically appropriate. People in the community who are 
concerned about persistent symptoms following Covid-19 should contact their GP in the first 
instance. Treatment is currently focused on management of specific symptoms. In line with 
Sláintecare, we need to ensure that as much reablement and rehabilitation care as possible is 
delivered in the community, as close to people’s homes as possible. General practice plays a key 
part in the delivery of a national post-acute (Long) COVID-19 service.

Specific guidance on the treatment of Long Covid is presently under development both here 
and internationally.

The HSE is assessing need and the best way to care for those impacted by Long COVID. 
I can advise the Deputy that the HSE as part of its work on post-Covid care, is now looking at 
how it can model the possible numbers that will be affected, noting that this will take time as 
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more evidence emerges. I understand that the HSE has been in touch with a group of people 
who are suffering post-Covid symptoms to inform understanding. Guidance is being developed 
to align needs with care provision and to develop criteria and strategies for the ongoing evalu-
ation of patients.

The Department of Health will continue to develop an understanding of the implications of 
Long Covid to inform policy as appropriate.

Under the Health Act 1970 (as amended), eligibility for a medical card is based primarily 
on means. The Act obliges the HSE to assess whether a person is unable, without undue hard-
ship, to arrange general practitioner services for himself or herself and his or her family, having 
regard to his or her overall financial position and reasonable expenditure. The issue of granting 
medical cards based on having a particular disease or illness was previously examined in 2014 
by the HSE Expert Panel on Medical Need and Medical Card Eligibility. The Group concluded 
that it was not feasible, desirable, nor ethically justifiable to list medical conditions in priority 
order for medical card eligibility. In following the Expert Group’s advice, a person’s means 
remains the main qualifier for a medical card.

However, every effort is made by the HSE, within the framework of the legislation, to sup-
port applicants in applying for a medical card and, in particular, to take full account of the dif-
ficult circumstances in the case of applicants who may be in excess of the income guidelines. 
The HSE may exercise discretion and grant a medical card, even though an applicant exceeds 
the income threshold where they face difficult financial circumstances, such as extra costs aris-
ing from, the social and medical impacts of an illness.

The Disability Allowance and Illness Benefit Schemes do not fall under the remit of my 
Department, however information on the scheme and how to apply can be found at www.gov.
ie/en/service/df6811-disability-allowance/ and www.gov.ie/en/service/ddf6e3-illness-benefit/.

27/07/2021WRRRRR05100Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRRRRR052001816. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health the procedures that will be put in 
place for persons who travel to Ireland and who have clear evidence that they have received a 
Covid-19 vaccine (details supplied); and if there has been any communication with the Euro-
pean Medicines Agency regarding the approval of this vaccine. [35557/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRR05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under current travel regulations ‘Vac-
cinated Person’ means a person vaccinated with an EMA approved vaccine, with recommended 
number of days after the final dose.  The following table sets out timelines for the four different 
vaccinations being used.

2 doses of Pfizer-BioNtech Vaccine: BNT162b2 (Comirnaty®) Plus 7 days

2 doses of Moderna Vaccine: CX-024414 (Moderna®) Plus 14 days

2 doses of Oxford-AstraZeneca Vaccine: ChAdOx1-SARS-COV-2 (Vaxzevria® or Covishield) Plus 15 days

1 dose of Johnson & Johnson/Janssen Vaccine: Ad26.COV2-S [recombinant] (Janssen®) Plus 14 days

Travellers into Ireland can provide proof of vaccination with EMA approved vaccines, proof 
of recovery, or a valid negative PCR-RT test result under the current travel measures. 

There is comprehensive information on international travel on gov.ie/travel and www.dfa/
travel 

27/07/2021WRRRRR05400Mental Health Services
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27/07/2021WRRRRR055001817. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health his plans to help tackle the ex-
tensive waiting lists for primary care psychological services and mental health services for 
children and adolescents in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35558/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRR05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRRRRR05700Health Services

27/07/2021WRRRRR058001818. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health the reflective practices that are in 
place to deal with medicolegal events; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35559/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRR05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Reflective practice is an established 
part of the curriculum and training experience of clinicians in Ireland. Reflective Practice and 
the skills required are also a key feature of the continuous professional development of medical 
staff. 

Because of the time delay between an incident and any ensuing legal action, it is generally 
not appropriate to wait until legal proceedings are advanced before engaging in reflective prac-
tice or taking any other necessary actions arising out of an incident. Serious patient safety inci-
dents come to the attention of the National Patient Safety Office (NPSO) of the Department of 
Health through the HSE/Department of Health Patient Safety Communications Protocol. When 
a serious patient safety incident occurs in the HSE, the HSE notify the NPSO of the incident 
through the protocol. 

This protocol activates a pathway of communications in relation to the serious patient safety 
incident and issues of concern. Through the protocol the NPSO ensures that the Minister for 
Health is kept appropriately informed of significant developments around patient safety inci-
dents and that feedback is sought on how learning from patient safety incidents have helped 
improve quality and safety in the health service or across the health sector. 

The HSE’s Incident Management Framework 2020 sets out a person-centred response to the 
management of patient safety incidents. The approach in the Framework is to align the response 
with the HSE’s values of Care, Compassion, Trust and Learning. The Framework indicates that 
focusing on learning promotes reflective practice while outlining a case for change.   

27/07/2021WRRRRR06000Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRRRRR061001819. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health the way the health system plans 
to deal with the predicted higher hospital admissions from long-Covid-19 symptoms; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [35560/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRR06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Covid-19 is a new disease so informa-
tion on it, its features and its course are still emerging. Scientific and clinical evidence is evolv-
ing on the long-term effects of COVID-19. An increasing number of reports and studies are now 
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being published on the topic, however, at present there is no agreement on the definition or the 
terminology. 

Scientific and clinical evidence is evolving on the long-term effects of COVID-19. It is 
recognised that persistent and prolonged symptoms can occur after acute COVID-19 infection 
in a proportion of patients, including in some patients who did not develop symptoms severe 
enough to require hospitalisation. My Department, through the Health Research Board, contin-
ues to fund research into the clinical impacts of COVID-19.

Patients with persistent symptoms following Covid-19 infection may be followed up by 
their GP or in hospital settings as clinically appropriate. People in the community who are 
concerned about persistent symptoms following Covid-19 should contact their GP in the first 
instance. Treatment is currently focused on management of specific symptoms. In line with 
Sláintecare, we need to ensure that as much reablement and rehabilitation care as possible is 
delivered in the community, as close to people’s homes as possible. General practice plays a key 
part in the delivery of a national post-acute (Long) COVID-19 service.

Specific guidance on the treatment of Long Covid is presently under development both here 
and internationally.

The HSE is assessing need and the best way to care for those impacted by Long COVID. I 
can advise the Deputies that the HSE as part of its work on post-Covid care, is now looking at 
how it can model the possible numbers that will be affected, noting that this will take time as 
more evidence emerges. I understand that the HSE has been in touch with a group of people 
who are suffering post-Covid symptoms to inform understanding. Guidance is being developed 
to align needs with care provision and to develop criteria and strategies for the ongoing evalu-
ation of patients.

The Department of Health will continue to develop an understanding of the implications of 
Long Covid to inform policy as appropriate.

27/07/2021WRRRRR06225Healthcare Policy

27/07/2021WRRRRR062501820. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the status of the prepara-
tion of the Sláintecare multiannual waiting list plan; the timeline for the completion and publi-
cation of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35561/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRR06275Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Waiting lists have grown to historically 
high levels due to the cessation of services during periods of the pandemic and more recently 
have been further impacted by the cyber-attack on the HSE. The numbers of people now wait-
ing for diagnostics and treatment far exceed Sláintecare waiting time targets. 

The Sláintecare Implementation Strategy & Action Plan 2021-2023 committed to the devel-
opment of a Multi-Annual Waiting Lists Reduction Plan. Following consultation between the 
Department of Health (DoH), the Health Service Executive (HSE), and the National Treatment 
Purchase Fund (NTPF) and other stakeholders, the draft plan has been finalised and is expected 
to be submitted to Government after the summer recess. 

27/07/2021WRRRRR06300Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

27/07/2021WRRRRR064001821. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 437 of 13 May 2021, the status of the site identification exercise in Galway cur-
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rently being undertaken as part of the preliminary business case process for the development 
of elective hospitals; the number of site submissions received to-date by the Elective Hospitals 
Oversight Group in respect of Galway; the timeline for the evaluation process; the timeline for 
when a site option will be formally approved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35562/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRR06500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): A call for submissions of suitable sites 
for elective hospital facilities was published on 12 May with a closing date for submissions of 4 
June. The purpose of the call was to identify and assess suitable sites in private or public owner-
ship in each of the three locations with a view to the Preliminary Business Case recommending 
a single preferred site option in each of the three locations. The process is coming to a conclu-
sion and the Preliminary Business Case is nearing completion.  Once finalised, the PBC will 
be submitted to the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform for review and thereafter 
will be submitted to Government for its consideration. The deliberative process is ongoing but 
details of compliant sites submitted for assessment will be published as part of the Preliminary 
Business Case. 

27/07/2021WRRRRR06600Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRRRRR067001822. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of provid-
ing an additional 180 expand medical intern training places in 2022; the requirements for such 
an expansion in terms of supervising posts and so on; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [35563/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRR06800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRRRRR06900Healthcare Policy

27/07/2021WRRRRR070001823. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of set-
ting up a new HSE security operation centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35564/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRR07100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have been advised that the information 
requested by the Deputy in relation to the new HSE security operation centre is commercially 
sensitive, as it is subject to an ongoing procurement process. The HSE have put in place a tem-
porary service to support ICT security in the interim. 

27/07/2021WRRRRR07200Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRRRRR073001824. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the annual spend on the 
dental treatment services scheme in 2000, 2005, 2010, 2015 and 2020; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [35565/21]
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27/07/2021WRRRRR07400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.   

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRSSSS00200Health Promotion

27/07/2021WRSSSS003001825. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the annual cost of each 
awareness campaign that has been run in each of the years since 2015, in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [35566/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSS00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The information requested by the Dep-
uty is not immediately available. I will survey the Department and the collated replies will be 
prepared into a full response to the Deputy as soon as possible.

27/07/2021WRSSSS00500Health Strategies

27/07/2021WRSSSS006001826. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated full additional 
cost of implementing the new stroke programme strategy; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [35567/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSS00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSS00800Health Services

27/07/2021WRSSSS009001827. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated additional cost 
of providing BNP blood testing and echocardiography at primary care level; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [35568/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSS01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.
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27/07/2021WRSSSS01100Health Services

27/07/2021WRSSSS012001828. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of mak-
ing heart failure community integration teams available nationally and standardising their roles 
across all CHO areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35569/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSS01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSS01400Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRSSSS015001829. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated additional cost 
of providing four whole-time-equivalent heart failure clinical nurse specialists per 150,000 
persons; the estimated number of additional heart failure clinical nurse specialists this would 
require; the number of vacancies in this area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35570/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSS01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The skill mix for the model of care in 
each heart failure unit including clinical nurse specialists and associated cost is a matter for the 
Health Service Executive (HSE).  

As this Parliamentary Question relates to service delivery it is a matter for the HSE. How-
ever, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the infor-
mation to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a 
temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is 
working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas 
will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are 
encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSS01700Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRSSSS018001830. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated additional 
cost of providing at least one advanced nurse practitioner in each heart failure service unit. 
[35571/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSS01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The skill mix for the model of care in 
each heart failure unit including advanced nurse practitioners and associated cost is a matter for 
the Health Service Executive (HSE). 

As this Parliamentary Question relates to service delivery it is a matter for the HSE. How-
ever, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the infor-
mation to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a 
temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is 
working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas 
will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are 
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encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSS02000Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRSSSS021001831. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated additional cost 
of providing a dedicated cardiac physiologist in each heart failure unit. [35572/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSS02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSS02300Healthcare Policy

27/07/2021WRSSSS024001832. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated additional cost 
of removing all inpatient charges for public hospital care. [35573/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSS02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Normal patient activity has been affect-
ed due to the Covid-19 pandemic and as a result 2020 is not representative of normal services, 
and therefore the 2019 position would currently be the best representation of the likely costs 
associated with abolishing those service charges. 

In 2019, €30.6 million was raised through the statutory inpatient charge in the Acute Hos-
pitals. 

Therefore, it would cost approximately €30.6 million to abolish these charges.

27/07/2021WRSSSS02600Health Services

27/07/2021WRSSSS027001833. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that some women are being told there are no results for their cervical screening 
tests (details supplied); if there is a delay in analysing within the necessary timeframe; if so, the 
reason women are being encouraged to go for testing if samples are not being analysed; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [35574/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSS02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 

Members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the infor-
mation to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a 
temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is 
working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas 
will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are 
encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

However, in this case, my officials will follow up directly with the Deputy in relation to this 
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representation.

People can also contact the CervicalCheck programme directly if they have any queries on 
freephone 1800 45 45 55. The National Screening Service also provide information on their 
website.

27/07/2021WRSSSS02900Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRSSSS030001834. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the reason occupational thera-
pists have been excluded from the list of eligible professions deemed qualified to apply as vac-
cinators as part of the HSE recruitment process; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35575/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSS03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE have built and deployed its 
workforce in order to deliver the requirements associated with rolling out the COVID-19 vac-
cine programme.

GPs, Pharmacists, doctors, nurses, paramedics, and many healthcare professionals, all have 
a role to play in the vaccination programme.

The vaccine rollout is being conducted on a 7-day week basis.

It is not intended that Occupational therapists will be called upon to participate as vaccina-
tors in the programme at this time.

27/07/2021WRSSSS03200Medical Cards

27/07/2021WRSSSS033001835. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if he plans to extend the period 
of validity of medical and general practitioner visit cards until all issues relating to the cyber-
attack are resolved in view of the present difficulties being experienced by staff in the primary 
care reimbursement service and applicants who are applying and renewing medical and general 
practitioner visit cards due to the malware attack; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35576/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSS03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As a result of the recent cyber-attack on 
the HSE, the National Medical Card Unit was temporarily unable to facilitate online medical or 
GP visit card applications. However, I am pleased to confirm that the HSE have now success-
fully restored web-enabled services. Medical and GP visit card applications can once again be 
submitted online or alternatively by post to the National Medical Card Unit.

During this temporary downtime of online services, it is important to highlight however that 
emergency and urgent medical card applications continued to be processed, albeit initially by 
fax and later via email. This ensured that critically ill persons were not prevented from applying 
for a medical card despite the significant technical challenges being experienced by the HSE at 
that time.

Furthermore, the National Medical Card Unit call centre remained fully operational during 
the downtime and successfully assisted those with queries on applications and the eligibility 
process.

The cyber-attack also had an impact on the carrying out of eligibility reviews. The HSE 
therefore extended eligibility for certain cohorts by an additional 2 months. This temporary 
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measure ensured continued eligibility for individuals during an unprecedented cyber-attack on 
the health service. 

I would advise any individual who may have a query about their application or eligibility 
status to check online with the HSE or contact the National Medical Card Unit helpline, which 
is fully operational on 1890 252 919 for further information and assistance.

27/07/2021WRSSSS03500Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRSSSS036001836. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if the HSE has attempted to fill 
the vacant addiction counsellor position in Drummin House, Nenagh, County Tipperary; when 
this position will be filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35577/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSS03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this Par-
liamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, mem-
bers of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to 
answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSS03800Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRSSSS039001837. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health when the consultant psychiatrist 
position in Drummin House, Nenagh, County Tipperary will be filled on a full-time basis given 
it is constantly being filled by a locum; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35578/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSS04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSS04100Medical Cards

27/07/2021WRSSSS042001838. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if he will request the primary 
care reimbursement service to amend its decision to refuse a medical card and general practi-
tioner card to a person (details supplied) in view of an incorrect decision made by the medical 
card section on a recent medical card application by the person which was due to the difficulties 
arising for the PCRS from the recent malware attack on the HSE; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [35579/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSS04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT 
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systems.

The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity 
and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is 
again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamen-
tary Questions at that point. It should also be noted that Oireachtas Members may contact the 
HSE Primary Care Reimbursement Service through the dedicated phone line at 018647180 for 
further information and assistance with medical card applications.

  Question No. 1839 answered with Question No. 1735.

  Question No. 1840 answered with Question No. 1791.

27/07/2021WRSSSS04600Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRSSSS047001841. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in 
rolling out a Covid-19 vaccine (details supplied) to 12 to 15-year-olds with underlying condi-
tions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35641/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSS04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland welcomes the European Medi-
cines Agency age extension recommendation for the COVID-19 vaccine Comirnaty to include 
use in children aged 12 to 15. The National Immunisation Advisory Committee is reviewing the 
matter and will make a recommendation as appropriate. Currently, Ireland’s COVID-19 Vac-
cination Programme is administering vaccines to those aged 16+.

27/07/2021WRSSSS04900Health Services

27/07/2021WRSSSS050001842. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of premature 
births in each of the years 2016 to 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [35642/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSS05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSS05200Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRSSSS053001843. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health when the supports for 
families caring for children impacted by exposure to sodium valproate designed under the 
Community Operations Programme will be fully operational; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [35643/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSS05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
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Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT 
systems.

The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity 
and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is 
again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamen-
tary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSS05500Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRSSSS056001844. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal can expect to receive their first vaccine; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [35644/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSS05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSS05800Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRSSSS059001845. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health when children in the age cat-
egory of 12 to 15 years who are in high risk categories will receive their first vaccine in view of 
the fact that a vaccine (details supplied) was approved by the European Medicines Agency for 
12 to 15 year olds on 25 May 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35645/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSS06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland welcomes the European Medi-
cines Agency age extension recommendation for the COVID-19 vaccine Comirnaty to include 
use in children aged 12 to 15. The National Immunisation Advisory Committee is reviewing the 
matter and will make a recommendation as appropriate. Currently, Ireland’s COVID-19 Vac-
cination Programme is administering vaccines to those aged 16+.

27/07/2021WRSSSS06100Defibrillators Provision

27/07/2021WRSSSS062001846. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health his policy in relation to defibril-
lators for schools; and if consideration is being given to making defibrillators mandatory in all 
schools. [35646/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSS06300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The issue of defibrillators in schools is 
a matter for individual schools in the education sector.

This matter relates to the work of the Out of Hospital Cardiac Arrest (OHCA) Steering 
Group. In 2019, this Group finalised an Out of Hospital Cardiac Arrest Strategy for Ireland, 
“Putting Survival at the Heart of the Community” and submitted it to the Health Service Ex-
ecutive (HSE) Commissioners, who have accepted the recommendation of the Steering Group.
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As this Parliamentary Question relates to service delivery it  is a matter for the HSE. How-
ever, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the infor-
mation to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a 
temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is 
working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas 
will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are 
encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSS06400Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRSSSS065001847. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the way persons who did 
not register on the HSE vaccination portal given they were in priority groups 4 or 7 for example, 
and as such did not provide an email address will receive their digital Covid certificate; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [35647/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSS06600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSS06700Health Services

27/07/2021WRSSSS068001848. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of community 
rehabilitation teams currently in operation for each CHO; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [35648/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSS069001849. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the first year and full year 
cost of setting up a new community rehabilitation team; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [35649/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSS07000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1848 and 1849 together.

As these Parliamentary Questions relate to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 1849 answered with Question No. 1848.

27/07/2021WRTTTT00200Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRTTTT003001850. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the cost of ten whole time 
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equivalent lactation consultants. [35650/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTT00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRTTTT00500Health Services

27/07/2021WRTTTT006001851. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the average cost of contract-
ing a community bed from a private facility; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35651/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTT00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRTTTT00800Health Services

27/07/2021WRTTTT009001852. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the capital and revenue cost 
of a new step-down bed. [35652/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTT01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

  Question No. 1853 answered with Question No. 1757.

27/07/2021WRTTTT01200Budget 2021

27/07/2021WRTTTT013001854. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the addi-
tional funding allocated in budget 2021 to the women’s health taskforce; and the areas in which 
and items it was spent on. [35654/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTT01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Progressing women’s health is a prior-
ity for this government. We made a strong commitment to Promoting Women’s Health in the 
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Programme for Government and are fully committed to the development and improvement of 
Women’s Health services and to working with women and girls to improve their health across 
the whole life cycle.

Underscoring the government’s commitment to Women’s Health has been the establish-
ment of a Women’s Health Taskforce in September 2019 to improve both health outcomes and 
experiences of healthcare for women and girls. The members of the Taskforce meet regularly, 
with its thirteenth meeting held this week. The Women’s Health Taskforce continues to work 
with the National Women’s Council of Ireland and the European Institute of Women’s Health 
to prioritise different issues each year with the aim of improving women’s health outcomes 
and experiences of healthcare. Critical to this work is the process of listening to women - the 
Taskforce has so far listened to, engaged with and worked with more than 1,000 women and 
hundreds of organisations representing women and girls across the country.

Based on this information, the Taskforce has developed proposals to improve supports for 
gynaecological health, mental health, physical activity, and menopause all of which are rolling 
out this year and next year.

Budget 2021 has provided a dedicated €5million Women’s Health Fund to implement a 
programme of actions arising from the work of the Taskforce.  The first two proposals to be 
supported under the Women’s Health Fund are:

- Two community-based Ambulatory Gynaecology Services in Tallaght and Limerick/
Nenagh, with an associated cost of €1.415million

The provision of two community-based Ambulatory Gynaecology Services governed by 
two acute hospitals (Tallaght University Hospital, and University Maternity Hospital Limerick, 
though located in Nenagh General Hospital) under the banner of the Women’s Health Taskforce. 
This project, with an associated cost of €1.415m, will see the establishment of one-stop “see 
and treat” gynaecology clinics in the community in which women can be seen and assessed, 
following referral by their GP to the hospital’s general gynaecology services. This service will 
address a clear and identified need, as gynaecology services are acknowledged and recognised 
as being a service area that continues to be under significant and growing pressure. These one-
stop-see-and-treat clinics will play a significant role to improve access to gynaecology, reduc-
ing waiting times and improving clinical outcomes for women.

- Expansion of the endometriosis service at Tallaght University Hospital, with an as-
sociated cost of €641k.

The second area to be funded is the expansion of the endometriosis service at Tallaght Uni-
versity Hospital (TUH), with an associated cost of €641k, will deliver a specialist endometriosis 
centre for the management and treatment of all forms of endometriosis, with particular focus on 
advanced and complex cases for which there is no ready access in Ireland. Endometriosis is es-
timated to affect 1 in 10 women and represents one of the top four categories of symptoms that 
comprise approximately 80% of gynaecology referrals. The provision of a secure, supported, 
expanded and specialist service in Tallaght University Hospital will help to improve both clini-
cal outcomes and overall care experience for women suffering from this debilitating condition.

In addition, our Radical Listening exercise, which has been held to hear the voices of wom-
en on their health, to understand their perspectives on health and wellbeing, how those per-
spectives were shaped, and to understand the forces that shape health outcomes for women.  
Elements of the Radical Listening exercise have been funded under this Women’s Health Fund, 
with an associated cost of €40k.
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Engagement is ongoing with Dept. of Health and HSE stakeholders to finalise further activi-
ties to be implemented under the Women’s Health Fund in 2021. A number of proposals are in 
different stages of finalisation and approval, which will be announced shortly and which will 
consolidate and drive impact for women in the coming months.

27/07/2021WRTTTT01500Budget 2021

27/07/2021WRTTTT016001855. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the addi-
tional funding allocated in budget 2021 to palliative care strategy; and the areas in which and 
items it was spent on. [35655/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTT01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): A total of €117m has been allocated in 
the HSE’s National Service Plan 2021 for palliative care services, which represents an increase 
of 15.2% or €15.4m on the 2020 palliative care budget. The increased level of funding in 2021 
demonstrates the Government’s commitment to improving access to palliative care and end of 
life care services for people with life limiting conditions and their families.

The additional €15.4m in funding for palliative care comprises:

- €7.7m to address financial sustainability challenges in the voluntary hospice sector;

- €5.7m to meet the full year cost of developments commenced in 2020, including an addi-
tional 55 hospice beds in Mayo, Wicklow, Kildare and Waterford, all of which are open except 
the 20 bed unit in Waterford which is due to come on stream in September 2021; and

- an additional €2m to expand the children’s palliative care programme, which includes sup-
port for LauraLynn Children’s Hospice. 

27/07/2021WRTTTT01800Health Services

27/07/2021WRTTTT019001856. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of provid-
ing a European health insurance card to all Irish citizens resident in Northern Ireland; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [35656/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTT02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The cost of an EHIC to a State depends 
on a number of variables which differ from State to State, for example:

- whether the State reimburses on an average costs (based on the costs in their own State), 
or actual costs, basis,

- the level of usage of the EHIC by any particular population or cohort within a State,

- the States most commonly visited, etc..

Neither my officials, nor the HSE, have access to this data for Northern Ireland (NI).

However, the Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA) between the EU and the UK pro-
vides for a continuation of healthcare rights when on a temporary stay in a State covered by the 
Agreement.  Under the TCA it is only a person’s competent State that can issue them with ‘an 
entitlement document’, in the case of the UK a Global Health Insurance Card (GHIC), to allow 
them to access these healthcare rights.  The State which issues the relevant GHIC\EHIC is the 
State in which a person makes their social security contribution or receives a social security 
contributory payment.
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Furthermore, under the Agreement, residents of the UK, including Northern Ireland, can 
continue to use their current UK EHIC to access necessary care while on a temporary stay in an 
EU Member State, until the card reaches its expiry date. At that point, residents of Northern Ire-
land may obtain a new Global Health Insurance Card (GHIC), issued by the UK Government. 
Further information can be found on the NHS website, on how residents of Northern Ireland 
can apply for a new GHIC.

Also, in certain circumstances, persons who are frontier workers will be entitled to an EHIC 
under the terms of the EU UK Withdrawal Agreement.

The Government continues to recognise the importance placed on continued access to EHIC 
rights for the people of Northern Ireland. We are pleased therefore, that healthcare rights are 
maintained under the Agreement for persons resident in the UK, including Northern Ireland, 
when on a temporary stay in an EU Member State. 

27/07/2021WRTTTT02100Budget 2021

27/07/2021WRTTTT022001857. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the addi-
tional funding allocated in budget 2021 to the Health Research Board; and the way in which it 
was spent. [35657/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTT02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Research Board (HRB) is 
the State Agency under the Department of Health that supports and funds health and social care 
research and provides evidence to inform policy and practice. During 2021 the HRB published 
its new 2021-2025 strategy with the vision of “Better health through excellent research, data 
and evidence.”

Budget 2021 provided a core allocation (net non-capital expenditure allocation) for the 
HRB of €34.954m for 2021. This is an increase on 2020 of €0.55m. This funding will support 
initiatives, under the direction of the HRB Board, aligned with the strategic objectives and key 
actions set out in the HRB Strategy (2021-2025).

In addition, a further €7.26m is provided for non-core funding under Budget 2021, an in-
crease of over €1m. Within this the actual composition of spend will change from year to year, 
with some projects finishing and new projects being added. As a result, the net change in the 
2021 non-core allocation is less than the total allocations approved for new initiatives, or in-
creases to existing initiatives.

Allocations approved for new initiatives or increases to existing initiatives in non-core al-
locations include:

- An extra €2m funding to support dedicated Covid-19-related research, a priority is to 
complete an application and peer review process to establish and maintain a National Covid-19 
biobank in line with best international standards and practice.

- An extra €0.8m to support legislative requirements. This includes (a) an extra €0.75m to 
advance the urgent work programme of Office for National Research Ethics Committees in 
2021, in particular the establishment of National Research Ethics Committees to ensure compli-
ance for the ethical review of proposals falling under the Clinical Trials Directive of Medicinal 
Products and the Medical Devices Directive, and (b) an extra €0.35m to support the costs of the 
Health Research Consent Declaration Committee.

- An extra €0.06m to support the conduct of a follow-on survey on the impact of Covid-19 
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in people with intellectual disability (under the Intellectual Disability Supplement to TILDA 
IDS-TILDA).

Budget 2021 also allowed for the funding of €0.6m in support of the 2020 Government 
decision for Ireland’s participation in the WHO SOLIDARITY Trial of Covid-19 treatments. 
This reflected the cost of participation up until end March 2021 and built on previous funding 
provided by the Department in 2020 of €1.4m.

27/07/2021WRTTTT02400Budget 2021

27/07/2021WRTTTT025001858. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the addi-
tional funding allocated in budget 2021 to the Institute of Public Health; and the way in which 
it was spent. [35658/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTT02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): €1.377m 
was allocated to the Institute of Public Health in 2021. This funding will be used to further the 
Strategic Objectives identified by the Institute for implementation from 2020 – 2025. These are:

- understanding what works - research and evidence review

- optimising impact and assessment - policy analysis and evaluation 

- working together to improve outcomes North and South by island of Ireland partnership

- sharing knowledge and communicating the value of public health 

- organisational excellence - setting and meeting high standards

The final position on the breakdown of the spend will be available at the end of year.

  Question No. 1859 answered with Question No. 1757.

27/07/2021WRTTTT02800Budget 2021

27/07/2021WRTTTT029001860. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the ad-
ditional funding allocated in budget 2021 to Health Ireland; and the way in which it was spent. 
[35660/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTT03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The Healthy 
Ireland Fund was established in 2017.  This amount of funding increased to €10 million in 2021. 
Elements of the Fund are managed by Pobal on behalf of the Department to fund the delivery 
of local actions in key national Healthy Ireland policy areas. Healthy Ireland also supports a 
number of key national initiatives, including –

- Active School Flag, - ‘Healthy Ireland at Your Library’ initiative, - Healthy Clubs and 
Healthy Campuses initiatives, - Healthy Workplace Framework, - Healthy Ireland Survey, and 
- Initiatives for increasing in physical activity in the community, in partnership with Sport Ire-
land. A significant portion of the additional funding in 2021 was provided for Phase 1 of the 
Sláintecare Healthy Communities Programme, which seeks to improve the health and wellbe-
ing of individuals in the most disadvantaged areas by addressing the wider determinants of 
health. The Programme is due to launch in Q4 2021. The final position on the breakdown of the 
spend will be available at the end of year. 
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27/07/2021WRTTTT03100Budget 2021

27/07/2021WRTTTT032001861. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the ad-
ditional funding allocated in Budget 2021 to general practitioner diagnostics; and the way in 
which it was spent. [35661/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTT03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In Budget 2021, significant investment 
of €25m was allocated to implement a programme of structured access to diagnostics services 
for GPs. The aim of this initiative is to address the situation whereby patients can be inappro-
priately referred to hospital Emergency or Outpatient Departments to access diagnostics, thus 
exacerbating ED overcrowding or necessitating excessive waiting times for patients to access 
the required scans. 

The GP Access to Diagnostics Scheme was successfully launched in January of this year. As 
of the most recently available data from the HSE in early May, there had been a total of 22,051 
scans of various modalities provided. Almost 70% of these were MRI scans, over 16% were 
X-Rays, just over 9% were CT scans and slightly over 4% were DEXA scans. 

The very latest information on the scheme is unfortunately not available due to the ongoing 
effects of the recent cyber-attack on the HSE’s ICT systems. However, the number of scans and 
tests which have been provided at this date can be expected to be significantly higher than the 
May figures, particularly as the service is currently available to the full population.   

27/07/2021WRTTTT03400Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRTTTT035001862. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of 50 new 
healthcare assistant posts. [35662/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTT03600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRTTTT03700Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRTTTT038001863. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of 50 new 
consultant posts. [35663/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTT03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.
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27/07/2021WRTTTT04000Healthcare Policy

27/07/2021WRTTTT041001864. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the digital modernisation pro-
grammes which the health service is currently rolling out; the progress of each; the additional 
cost for full implementation of each; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35664/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTT04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): A list of Health Service Executive (HSE) 
eHealth and ICT projects, together with details of funding provision made has been published 
in the HSE Service Plan 2021, a copy of which is provided for ease of reference.

  [<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumen-
tation/2021-07-27_pq1864-27-07-21_en.pdf”>National Service Plan</a>]

 The Deputy will be aware that HSE ICT systems were shutdown and HSE resources have 
been diverted to contain and respond to the recent cyberattack on the HSE.  Focus has been on 
the resumption of services and HSE systems.  The effect of the cyberattack on the delivery of 
previously planned eHealth and ICT developments in the HSE are yet to be ascertained.  

In addition to planned developments in the HSE, there are a number of ICT projects cur-
rently in progress for 6 of the Voted agencies under the remit of the Department of Health, fund-
ing and status for which are as follows:

Each agency has a number of new and existing digital modernisation programmes for 2021 
and have been approved by DPER as follows: 

CORU  €299,100

FSAI   €1,170,000

HIQA   €10,588,140

HRB   €253,217

MHC   €402,188

NCRI  €312,085

27/07/2021WRTTTT04300Healthcare Policy

27/07/2021WRTTTT044001865. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of im-
planting unique patient identifiers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35665/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTT04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As a multi annual programme of work, 
the Individual Health Identifier (IHI) is a key enabler for integrated care and eHealth and sup-
ports good clinical outcomes through the unique and safe identification of patients who interact 
with the health system. 

 In the context of the Covid-19 pandemic, the planned implementation of the IHI to many 
national systems was paused and instead, priority for IHI implementation was switched to the 
use in the Covid Track and Trace and Covid Vaccination Systems. 

In that context, a capital funding allocation of €1,955,443 and a revenue funding allocation 
of €2,234,968 has been provided to the HSE in 2021 for the implementation of the IHI. 
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27/07/2021WRTTTT04600Budget 2021

27/07/2021WRTTTT047001866. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the addi-
tional funding allocated in budget 2021 to the healthy Ireland fund; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [35666/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTT04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The Healthy 
Ireland Fund was established in 2017.  This amount of funding increased to €10 million in 2021. 
Elements of the Fund are managed by Pobal on behalf of the Department to fund the delivery 
of local actions in key national Healthy Ireland policy areas. 

Healthy Ireland also supports a number of key national initiatives, including–- Active 
School Flag, - ‘Healthy Ireland at Your Library’ initiative, - Healthy Clubs and Healthy Cam-
puses initiatives, - Healthy Workplace Framework, - Healthy Ireland Survey, and - Initiatives 
for increasing in physical activity in the community, in partnership with Sport Ireland. 

A significant portion of the additional funding in 2021 was provided for Phase 1 of the 
Sláintecare Healthy Communities Programme, which seeks to improve the health and wellbe-
ing of individuals in the most disadvantaged areas by addressing the wider determinants of 
health. The Programme is due to launch in Q4 2021. 

The final position on the breakdown of the spend will be available at the end of year. 

27/07/2021WRTTTT04900Budget 2021

27/07/2021WRTTTT050001867. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the addi-
tional funding provided in budget 2021 for the national maternity strategy. [35667/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTT05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Women’s health is a priority for me and 
for this Government and one of the cornerstones in advancing women’s health is the National 
Maternity Strategy. This year my Department allocated very significant new development fund-
ing of €7.317m to implement the Strategy . This funding aims to ensure a renewed impetus to 
the implementation of the Strategy, and the ongoing roll out of the Strategy’s new model of 
maternity care. Specifically, the funding is designed to:

- further develop community-based midwifery services including enhancing postnatal care 
and early transfer home services;

- expand breastfeeding supports; 

- address deficits identified in HIQA inspection reports; and

- improve specialist services, including obstetric, endocrinology, perinatal pathology, neo-
natology and perineal services; 

- improve access to allied health professional services and supports; and

- strengthen training and education supports (e.g. CTG training). 

27/07/2021WRTTTT05200Budget 2021

27/07/2021WRTTTT053001868. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the addi-
tional funding provided in Budget 2021 for the national trauma strategy; and the way in which 
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it was used. [35668/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTT05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Trauma Strategy recom-
mended the introduction of an inclusive trauma system delivered by two regional networks, 
each with a Major Trauma Centre linked to a number of Trauma Units. The strategy recom-
mended the Major Trauma Centres be based in Dublin and in Cork (Cork University Hospital). 
In April 2021, Government designated the Mater Misericordiae University Hospital as the Ma-
jor Trauma Centre for the Central Trauma Network and St Vincent’s and Tallaght University 
Hospitals as the Trauma Units for Dublin.

€6m in development funding has been made available in Budget 2021 to support the imple-
mentation of the National Trauma Strategy, of which:

- €5.7m was allocated to commence the initial phase of development of the Major Trauma 
Centre at the Mater Hospital, and

- €0.3m was allocated to commence development of planned trauma care in the South Trau-
ma Network at Cork University Hospital

Through implementation of the Trauma Strategy trauma services be networked and co-or-
dinated along standardised pathways to ensure that the right care is delivered in the right place 
at the right time.

27/07/2021WRTTTT05500Budget 2021

27/07/2021WRTTTT056001869. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the addi-
tional funding provided in budget 2021 for the national dementia strategy; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [35669/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTT05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): A key commitment in the Programme 
for Government is the implementation of the Irish National Dementia Strategy, which aims to 
improve how we provide care for people living with dementia.  The National Dementia Office, 
established within the HSE, oversees implementation of the Strategy. 

As set out in the National Service Plan 2021, additional funding of €12.9 million has been 
allocated to further the National Dementia Strategy this year.  This allocation is made up of the 
following key elements:

- €7m to fund 250,000 hours of home support for people living with dementia;

- €0.9m to expand the Alzheimer’s Society of Ireland Dementia Advisor Service through 
recruiting an additional 11 dementia advisors, resulting in a total of 29 nationally by the end of 
the year; 

- €5m  for a range of measures to enhance services and supports for people with dementia.  
These measures include:

(a) the further development of dementia diagnostic services through the establishment of a 
specialist memory clinic in Cork and progressing four new regional memory assessment and 
support services;

(b) enhancing acute care pathways for people with dementia through the recruitment of 
more clinical nurse specialists;
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(c) the implementation of a National Clinical Guideline on the appropriate prescribing of 
psychotropic medication for non-cognitive symptoms in people with dementia; 

(d) enhancing Memory Technology Resource Room services in 9 sites;

(e)  provision of in-home day care for people who were impacted by the suspension of day 
care services during the COVID-19 pandemic; and 

(f) continuation of the Dementia Understand Together Campaign.

27/07/2021WRTTTT05800Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRTTTT059001870. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of 50 new 
nursing posts. [35670/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTT06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRTTTT06100Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRTTTT062001871. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of 50 new 
midwife posts. [35671/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTT06300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRTTTT06400Health Services

27/07/2021WRTTTT065001872. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of acute inpatient 
beds funded in budget 2021 that have been delivered and that are expected to be delivered by 
year end. [35673/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTT06600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Department of Health is working 
with the HSE to increase acute capacity in hospitals throughout the country. The Government 
allocated €236 million revenue and €40 million capital expenditure as part of Budget 2021 to 
fund 1,146 additional acute beds on a permanent basis by the end of 2021 (excluding critical 
care beds). A number of beds have been postponed for operational reasons, giving a new target 
of 1,063.
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As of the 6th of May, the HSE has reported that 834 of these beds had opened.  This rep-
resents a significant step towards achieving the recommendations in the 2018 Health Service 
Capacity Review.

With regard to the number of beds that have opened since, as this relates to an operational is-
sue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is 
currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent 
cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to 
service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal 
services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position 
to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at 
that point.

27/07/2021WRTTTT06700Health Services

27/07/2021WRTTTT068001873. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of ICU beds 
funded in budget 2021 that have been delivered and are expected to be delivered by year end. 
[35674/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTT06900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): At the start of last year, permanent adult 
critical care capacity was 255 beds, according to the National Office of Clinical Audit. Funding 
for 40 additional beds was provided in March 2020, initially on a temporary basis, as part of the 
response to Covid-19. 

The Strategic Plan for Critical Care aims to bring permanent capacity to 321 by the end of 
2021 and to 446 in the longer term. Budget 2021 allocated €52m to the implementation of this 
Strategic Plan. This will retain permanently the 40 beds provided in 2020 and will add further 
new build capacity to bring baseline permanent capacity to 321 beds by year end. This funding 
also allows for workforce planning and education initiatives to grow the critical care workforce.

The HSE’s Critical Care Programme has advised that 42 of the 66 beds funded for 2021 are 
now permanently in place. The number of beds open on any given day fluctuates as a result of 
a variety of factors. Recruitment and capital works are ongoing to open the remaining beds as 
soon as possible.

27/07/2021WRTTTT07000Health Services

27/07/2021WRTTTT071001874. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the rev-
enue cost estimate for each bed type, that is, acute inpatient bed, ICU bed, sub-acute bed and 
community bed, by cost type. [35675/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTT07200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised, 
as this relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the 
Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer 
Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-
down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to 
restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised 
as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to 
resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

Pending this we have provided an interim response below:
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The HSE advised in 2019, that the average daily running cost of an in-patient hospital bed 
across acute hospitals is €878 per night.  

In relation to capital expenditure, several factors determine the capital cost of a hospital 
bed. These include the nature of the bed (day case, in-patient/overnight, intensive/critical care, 
etc.), and the bed’s location (within an existing hospital, within a new extension to an existing 
hospital or through the development of a new hospital). As such, there is no one capital cost for 
providing an additional hospital bed.   A review of acute hospital beds currently in construc-
tion or recently completed determined an estimated average capital cost per bed of €375,000, 
including some enabling costs. 

However, these figures do not represent or imply a universal capital cost for hospital beds. 
Larger projects will require additional developments on acute hospital sites (for instance the in-
stallation of bigger kitchens, OPD, utility enhancements or relocation of services) which would 
incur additional costs. 

Regarding the estimated annual per unit cost of permanently adding additional ICU beds to 
the public health system, the cost of a critical care bed has several determining factors. The HSE 
has advised that a new critical care bed will typically cost between €1m and €1.5m, depending 
on a variety of factors, including design, construction, equipping and all other associated capi-
tal costs. The HSE has advised that the average annual cost of running a critical care bed has 
been estimated by the HPO, based on 2018 data, to be €747k per annum. However, it should be 
noted that this figure includes costs for both ICU and HDU beds, with the ICU beds the more 
expensive of the two.    

In regards to the Intermediary Care bed scheme (Budget: €125m) 

Private beds: There is a budget of €29m for this, to April the spend is €9.5m. The average 
cost per bed is €1,300 per week however there are some more specific service provision beds 
that cost more. 

Acute Beds: The budget is €20m for 159 beds at an average cost of €2,500. 

Community beds:  This information is not currently available- data has been sought from 
HSE in relation to the cost of community beds.

27/07/2021WRUUUU00200Budget 2021

27/07/2021WRUUUU003001875. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the addi-
tional funding provided in Budget 2021 for the National Cancer Strategy; and the way in which 
it was used. [35676/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUU00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The implementation of the National 
Cancer Strategy is a Programme for Government commitment, and is part of the implementa-
tion of Sláintecare. We have seen significant progress on the implementation of the Strategy 
over the past three years, with clear evidence-based policy direction from my Department and 
strong implementation by the HSE’s National Cancer Control Programme.

An extra €20m has been allocated for the continued implementation of the National Cancer 
Strategy in 2021.

This funding is being used to support ongoing initiatives and drive improvements across all 
stages of the cancer continuum, including:
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- progress cancer prevention initiatives;

- improve performance of Rapid Access Clinics (RACs) for breast, lung and prostate can-
cers.  The aim is to see all patients within the agreed KPIs; 

- improve access to diagnostics for patients with cancer tumours not covered by an RAC 
(only covers breast, lung and prostate);

- address the increasing, and more complex, demand for radiation oncology, including the 
provision of essential staffing requirements for the new facility in CUH, and the development 
of the new facility in UHG; 

- enhance medical oncology services to meet the growing need; 

- improve services in the Hereditary Cancer Programme; 

- development of the Cancer Genetics Service;

- increased use of previously approved cancer drugs with increasing patient numbers; 

- further centralisation of cancer surgery; and 

- continue the development of survivorship services, including psycho-oncology services, 
to improve quality of life of those living with and beyond cancer.

Furthermore, an additional €12m has been allocated specifically for the restoration of cancer 
services in the context of Covid-19. This funding is supporting hospitals in addressing back-
logs, extending clinic times, providing additional clinics, increasing diagnostic capacity and 
providing locum support. It is also supporting virtual clinics and more accurate triage, and is 
facilitating infrastructure improvements and equipment purchases to increase capacity across 
Rapid Access Clinics and surgical, medical and radiation oncology services. 

27/07/2021WRUUUU00500Medical Cards

27/07/2021WRUUUU006001876. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will advise on a mat-
ter raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35677/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUU00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRUUUU00800Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRUUUU009001877. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of staff brought 
on in the first half of 2021 and to be brought on in the second half of 2021 and in 2022 for com-
munity healthcare networks; the number of staff which will be reassigned from within the HSE 
in each of those periods; the staffing composition across grade and occupation in whole-time 



27 July 2021

947

equivalent terms by community health network; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35678/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUU01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRUUUU01100Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRUUUU012001878. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of non-training 
NCHD posts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35679/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUU01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue and the provision of data, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRUUUU01400Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRUUUU015001879. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of training NCHD 
posts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35680/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUU01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRUUUU01700Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

27/07/2021WRUUUU018001880. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the investments planned to 
upgrade the newly designated major trauma centres for 2022; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [35681/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUU01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The level of Capital investments for 
Health projects and programmes in 2022 will be determined as part of the capital planning pro-
cess. Each year the HSE must develop a National Service Plan and Capital Plan upon receipt of 
notification from my department of annual allocations.
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The HSE Capital Plan determines the projects that can progress in any given year having 
regard to the total available capital funding and the relevant priority of each project. 

All capital development proposals must progress through a number of approval stages, in 
line with the Public Spending Code, including detailed appraisal, planning, design and procure-
ment before a firm timeline or funding requirement can be established.   

Approval must be received for each individual stage to ensure that the proposal delivers 
value for money and remains affordable, and that sufficient funding is available to fund the 
project to completion, including equipping and commissioning costs.    

The delivery of capital projects is a dynamic process and is subject to a number of key con-
siderations, including service prioritisation, clarification of scope, determination of affordabil-
ity, as well as the successful completion of the various capital project approval stages, which 
can impact on the timeline for delivery.  

27/07/2021WRUUUU02000Legislative Measures

27/07/2021WRUUUU021001881. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost in a full year 
if the Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs Act 2004 was fully commenced; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35697/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUU02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The com-
mencement of the Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs Act 2004 does not 
come within the remit of the Department of Health and to advise the Deputy that her question 
may be more appropriate for the Department of Education and Skills.  

27/07/2021WRUUUU02300Voluntary Sector

27/07/2021WRUUUU024001882. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost in 2022 and 
in a full year of fully implementing the Catherine Day report of the independent review group 
established to examine the role of voluntary organisations in publicly funded health and per-
sonal social services. [35698/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUU025002607. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health his estimate of the cost in 2022 
and in a full year of fully implementing the Catherine Day report of the Independent Review 
Group established to examine the role of voluntary organisations in publicly funded health and 
personal social services. [38359/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUU02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1882 
and 2607 together.

The Report of the Independent Review Group established to examine the role of voluntary 
organisations in publicly funded health and social services, published in February 2019, high-
lighted the important contribution that voluntary organisations have made and continue to make 
in the delivery of health and social care services across the country.

The key finding in the Report is the need to strengthen the relationship between the State 
and the voluntary sector. To this end, a Dialogue Forum with Voluntary Organisations was es-
tablished in December 2019 as recommended in the Report as a key mechanism for strengthen-
ing this relationship. The aim of the Forum is to build a stronger working relationship between 
the State and the voluntary healthcare sector for the benefit of patients and service users and 



27 July 2021

949

to facilitate regular dialogue with the voluntary sector on future policy and strategic develop-
ments. While the work of the Forum was paused due to the Covid-19 pandemic, full Forum 
meetings resumed in May this year and meetings took place in June and July also. 

The Covid 19 crisis has brought into sharp relief both the hybrid nature of our health and 
social care system and the high level of mutual dependence of the statutory and voluntary sec-
tors. NESC was commissioned by the Chair of the Forum to examine the lessons which can be 
learned from successful partnership working during the pandemic response. This Report, which 
was published in July, is now shaping the work of the Dialogue Forum.

To date, the focus of the Dialogue Forum has been on providing a space for dialogue be-
tween the statutory and voluntary sectors and as such no costs have been associated with the 
Forum’s work to date. 

The IRG Report makes 24 recommendations covering areas such as the governance of vol-
untary organisations; dialogue, engagement and contractual processes between the State and 
the voluntary sector; ethos, asset ownership and public capital investment, and broader issues 
related to health system development. 

These are aimed at the Department of Health, the HSE, other State Agencies and voluntary 
organisations themselves. Many of the IRG’s recommendations dovetail with the Sláintecare 
programme and are being considered in that context. In addition, some recommendations are 
being taken forward in the context of the Department of Rural and Community Development’s 
‘Sustainable, Inclusive and Empowered Communities: A Five-Year Strategy to Support the 
Community and Voluntary Sector in Ireland 2019-2024’. 

The IRG did not cost their recommendations and given the broad range of recommenda-
tions aimed at a number of actors and the fact that a number of recommendations are being 
considered as part of other processes, as outlined above, a specific costing exercise has not been 
undertaken. 

27/07/2021WRUUUU02700Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRUUUU028001883. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost in 2022 and 
in a full year of ensuring that staff working in the 300 section 39 organisations covered under 
pay restoration have their pay raised to parity with equivalent workers in public sector and sec-
tion 38 organisations. [35699/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUU02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under section 39 of the Health Act 
2004, the HSE provides financial assistance to organisations by means of a grant.  Section 39 
legally underpins the provision of services similar or supplementary to a service that the HSE 
may provide. 

Staff in these section 39 organisations were not subject to the provisions of FEMPI legisla-
tion and therefore did not receive those cuts that were applied to the pay of public servants.  
They were not and are not party to the Public Service Agreements and are therefore not covered 
by the pay restoration provided for in these Agreements.  While it is understood that pay sav-
ings were made by the organisations, the precise mix of pay cuts or other savings measures will 
have varied.

In October 2018, an agreement was reached by the parties at the Workplace Relations Com-
mission in relation to a process of pay restoration for staff employed in a pilot group of 50 sec-
tion 39 organisations who are funded by way of a Service Level Agreement (SLA). A further 
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WRC engagement followed in December 2020 in relation to a final phase of 250 SLA funded 
organisations who were identified as part of the earlier agreement. 

Pay restoration was applicable to Section 39 organisations who met certain criteria, rather 
than types of individual workers that are employed in them. The list of section 39 organisations 
that was compiled, included only agencies that had service arrangements in place back in 2013 
and that were still under service arrangements in 2019. Only organisations who received in 
excess of an agreed, specified amount from the HSE by way of the Service Level Agreement 
process were included.  

It must be acknowledged that Section 39 organisations are privately owned and run and 
that their terms and conditions of employment, once in line with employment legislation, are 
strictly between the employer and the employee. Consequently, it would be beyond the remit of 
the Department of Health to comment on terms and conditions of employment of a Section 39 
agency, including pay.

For clarification, the purpose of the pay restoration agreement was to restore pay to similar 
levels prior to any cuts being imposed by Section 39 employers and not to achieve pay parity 
with equivalent workers in public sector and section 38 organisations.

I can also confirm that there is no scope to revisit the eligibility criteria for the process and 
that the process has reached a final resolution.

27/07/2021WRUUUU03000Health Services

27/07/2021WRUUUU031001884. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost in a full year 
of eliminating deficits in section 38 organisations and section 39 organisations, respectively. 
[35700/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUU032002609. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the cost in a full year of elimi-
nating deficits in section 38 and 39 organisations. [38361/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUU03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1884 
and 2609 together.

The National Service Plan 2021 reaffirms the HSE’s commitment to continuing the reform 
of disability services in line with the Transforming Lives Programme. This includes working 
towards the financial and operational sustainability of the disability sector.

The HSE continues to support disability providers funded under Section 38 and 39 of the 
Health Act 2004 to ensure continuity of service provision against the background of the ongo-
ing public health emergency.  An additional €100 million in new funding has been allocated 
this year to enhance services and supports for people with disabilities, which will increase the 
budget for specialist disability services to over €2.2 billion in 2021. 

My Department is aware that some Section 38 and 39 disability organisations have reported 
financial challenges, including the accrual of deficits.  It should be noted that these providers 
have independent boards which govern the organisations concerned.   The State is not liable 
for expenditure incurred through decisions taken by self-governing organisations and therefore 
these deficits are the responsibility of the organisations themselves. 

Organisations with specific financial challenges are encouraged to engage with the HSE at 
a local level  in the context of their service arrangements.   
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27/07/2021WRUUUU03400Care Services

27/07/2021WRUUUU035001885. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health when a centre (details sup-
plied) will reopen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35703/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUU03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the Health Service Executive 
(HSE).  However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to 
access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which 
has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems.  The disruption to service is on-going 
and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and to resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point. 

27/07/2021WRUUUU03700Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRUUUU038001886. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will advise on a mat-
ter raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35709/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUU03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE is currently offering everyone 
who registers online an mRNA vaccine - either the Moderna or Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine - when 
it is available. People waiting for their first vaccination appointment also have a choice to opt-in 
or out of getting the AstraZeneca vaccine if it is available earlier than an mRNA vaccine. If opt-
ing for this vaccine, a person may be vaccinated sooner, depending on the availability of supply.

Alternatively, an individual can get a COVID-19 vaccine at a local pharmacy if not already 
vaccinated and are aged:

50 or over

18 to 34

Availability of pharmacy vaccines will depend on supply. Many pharmacies are offering 
people in these age groups the Janssen vaccine.

The latest group who can register online to get a COVID-19 vaccine are people aged 16 to 
17.

If over 18, people can still register if they haven’t already.        

27/07/2021WRUUUU04000Hospital Services

27/07/2021WRUUUU041001887. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 156 of 29 April 2021, when additional capacity will be provided at a hospital (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35710/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUU04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Further to Parliamentary Question No. 
156 of 29th April 2021, the issue of additional capacity raised by the Deputy was referred to 
the HSE for direct reply. My Department understands that Ireland East Hospital Group issued a 
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response to the Deputy on 3rd May 2021 in relation to this query. 

In relation to a further update on the matter, as this Parliamentary Question relates to an 
operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are advised 
that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions 
due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. 
The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and 
resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again 
in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary 
Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRUUUU04300Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRUUUU044001888. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of dental practices 
currently signed up to the dental treatment services scheme in an area (details supplied); and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [35711/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUU04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

  Question No. 1889 answered with Question No. 1439.

27/07/2021WRUUUU04700Care Services

27/07/2021WRUUUU048001890. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding set aside 
in 2021 to allow for the decongregation of persons living in inappropriate institutional settings; 
the estimated cost of full decongregation; and the timespan this estimate relates to. [35766/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUU04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the Health Service Executive 
(HSE).  However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to 
access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which 
has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems.  The disruption to service is on-going 
and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and to resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point. 

27/07/2021WRUUUU05000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRUUUU051001891. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the cost for 2020, 2021 and 
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2022 of the student nurse and midwife pandemic placement payment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [35770/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUU052002164. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health if all student nurses have 
been paid the back dated placement grant for their work during the pandemic; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36720/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUU053002358. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health when the €100 grant payment 
for student nurses during their hospital placement will commence given many have indicated 
that they yet to receive the payment; if the payment will be backdated; if the payment will be 
subject to tax; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37496/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUU054003076. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health if all student nurses and mid-
wives on placement are receiving the announced €100 allowance; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40186/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUU05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1891, 
2164, 2358 and 3076 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, at the end of 2020 a short-term review of student nurse and 
midwife allowances in the context of COVID-19 was undertaken at my request by Professor 
Tom Collins. This review was conducted to examine any additional challenges that the Pan-
demic may have created for student nurses and midwives on supernumerary clinical placement 
and final-year internship placement. I accepted all of the recommendations which Prof. Collins 
made. This includes the payment of a Pandemic Placement Grant (PPG) of €100 per week for 
each week of supernumerary clinical placement which is backdated to the start of the current 
academic year, September 2020. I have received the necessary approval for the payments to be 
classified as a tax disregard to ensure they are not subject to tax. The total cost of the PPG for 
the academic year 2020/2021 is €7.4m

The processing of the payment of these grants is well underway. However, the recent HSE 
IT disruption did cause some delay to the planned completion by early June. The HSE have 
confirmed a significant number of students have received payment and they are working with 
local clinical sites to ensure that outstanding payments are completed as soon as possible.

27/07/2021WRUUUU05600Departmental Reviews

27/07/2021WRUUUU057001892. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the status of the review of 
student nurse and midwife pay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35771/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUU05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): A longer-term review of matters re-
lated to student nursing and midwifery placements and internships is well underway. Following 
consultation by my Department with representative unions, I appointed Mr Sean McHugh, an 
independent specialist in HR and mediation, to lead the review. Mr McHugh will consider in-
formation, submissions, and presentations from a range of parties involved in these placements 
and internships. 

The review’s terms of reference include existing clinical placement allowances payable to 
student nurses and midwives on supernumerary clinical placement, the Pandemic Placement 
Grant as specified in Professor Collins’ shorter-term review, and pay for 4th-year nurses and 
midwives on paid internship placement. I look forward to receiving and reviewing the report 
shortly.
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27/07/2021WRUUUU05900Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRUUUU060001893. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the amount of funding his 
Department is seeking or will receive as part of the recovery and resilience loans and grants for 
each; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35772/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUU06100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Recovery and Resilience Facil-
ity aims to address the economic and social impact of the pandemic and make our European 
economies and societies more sustainable, resilient, and better prepared for the challenges and 
opportunities of the green and digital transitions.

Ireland will receive approximately €915 million in grants from the Facility relating to the 
years 2021 and 2022, with a further set of grants is to be allocated in 2023 considering econom-
ic developments between now and then. All of these grants will be used to support investments 
between now and mid-2026. 

€75m of this funding is being sought by the Department of Health for a range of eHealth 
measures comprising €45m investment in ePharmacy as a key enabler for integrated care and 
€30m for an integrated financial management system as part of wider health system reform.

It has not yet been decided whether Ireland will apply for loans under the RRF. 

The total amount of planned expenditure under the National Recovery and Resilience Plan 
(NRRP) is approximately €1 billion. 

Details of Ireland’s Plan are available on: 

  www.gov.ie/en/publication/d4939-national-recovery-and-resilience-plan-2021/.

27/07/2021WRUUUU06200Departmental Inquiries

27/07/2021WRUUUU063001894. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Health the reason the fair and fast 
inquiry into epilim sodium valproate committed to by him in November 2020 has not yet com-
menced (details supplied); and the timeline for its commencement. [35773/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUU06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Details of the proposed inquiry into the 
historical licensing and use of sodium valproate in Ireland are currently being considered by 
officials within the Department of Health.

  Question No. 1895 answered with Question No. 1437.

  Question No. 1896 answered with Question No. 1437.

  Question No. 1897 answered with Question No. 1630.

27/07/2021WRUUUU06800Cannabis for Medicinal Use

27/07/2021WRUUUU069001898. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health when the medical cannabis 
access programme is expected to be fully operational. [35777/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUU07000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
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Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRUUUU07100Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRUUUU072001899. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the status of the approval of 
a vaccine (details supplied) for 12 to 15-year-olds; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [35778/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUU07300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland welcomes the European Medi-
cines Agency age extension recommendation for the COVID-19 vaccine Comirnaty to include 
use in children aged 12 to 15. The National Immunisation Advisory Committee is reviewing the 
matter and will make a recommendation as appropriate. Currently, Ireland’s COVID-19 Vac-
cination Programme is administering vaccines to those aged 16+.

27/07/2021WRVVVV00200Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRVVVV003001900. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in estab-
lishing an inquiry into the historical licensing and prescribing of sodium valproate; if he will 
take measures to rectify this delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35783/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVV00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Details of the proposed inquiry into the 
historical licensing and use of sodium valproate in Ireland are currently being considered by 
officials within the Department of Health.

27/07/2021WRVVVV00500Hospital Equipment

27/07/2021WRVVVV006001901. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health the availability of funding for 
replacement of broken equipment in the cardiac rehabilitation unit in Ely Hospital, County 
Wexford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35789/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVV00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRVVVV00800Grant Payments

27/07/2021WRVVVV009001902. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the status of the mobility aids 
grant. [35790/21]
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27/07/2021WRVVVV01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to advise the Deputy that the 
mobility aids grant scheme is a matter for the Department of Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage.

27/07/2021WRVVVV01100Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRVVVV012001903. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health when he expects an 
inquiry will be established to investigate the historical licensing and prescribing of sodium val-
proate to pregnant women without them being made aware of the impacts it could have on their 
child; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35803/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVV013001917. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health the status of the promised in-
quiry into anti-epilepsy drug sodium valproate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35863/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVV014001922. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the status of the inquiry 
into the historical licensing and use of sodium valproate in Ireland; when the terms of reference 
will be published; the status of the establishment of a stakeholder group to address ongoing 
concerns relating to the use of sodium valproate; the membership of the stakeholder group; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [35875/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVV015001931. Deputy Denise Mitchell asked the Minister for Health the status of inquiry into anti-
epilepsy drug sodium valproate which has been committed to; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [35886/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVV016002019. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the proposed establishment of an 
inquiry into the historical licensing and use of sodium valproate in Ireland; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [36227/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVV01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1903, 
1917, 1922, 1931 and 2019 together.

Details of the proposed inquiry into the historical licensing and use of sodium valproate 
in Ireland, and of the proposed stakeholder group, are currently being considered by officials 
within the Department of Health.

27/07/2021WRVVVV01800Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRVVVV019001904. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health when the six epilep-
sy nurse specialists will be recruited for the pregnancy prevention programme to help ensure 
pregnant women are fully informed of the side effects of sodium valproate given that to date 
only two of these nurses have been put in place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35804/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVV02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
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provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRVVVV02100Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRVVVV022001905. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health when the stakeholder 
group consisting of representatives of those involved in the treatment of women with epilepsy 
will be established; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35805/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVV02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Details of the proposed inquiry into the 
historical licensing and use of sodium valproate in Ireland, and the establishment of a related 
stakeholder group, are currently being considered by officials within the Department of Health. 

27/07/2021WRVVVV02400Community Care

27/07/2021WRVVVV025001906. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health when the community 
operations programme will commence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [35806/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVV02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT 
systems.

The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity 
and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is 
again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamen-
tary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRVVVV02700Alcohol Sales

27/07/2021WRVVVV028001907. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to an SI drafted by an organisation (details supplied) which aims to regulate alcohol delivery 
services; if he plans to sign this SI; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35835/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVV02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The licensing for sale and the condi-
tions of sale of alcohol are regulated by the Intoxicating Liquor Acts and enforced by An Garda 
Síochána.  Proposals for changes to such law are a matter for my colleague the Minister for 
Justice who has responsibility for that legislation.

27/07/2021WRVVVV03000Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRVVVV031001908. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if there is a standard process 
for selecting candidates to panels for the position of healthcare assistants within HSE hospitals; 
if so, the details of the process; if case of a person (details supplied) will be reviewed; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [35836/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVV03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
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to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRVVVV03300Cannabis for Medicinal Use

27/07/2021WRVVVV034001909. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the situation of a person (details supplied) who is currently unable to access funding for me-
dicinal cannabis despite being a valid medical card holder. [35837/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVV03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Department of Health will not com-
ment on individual cases. 

The issue of reimbursement of prescribed cannabis-based products is a matter for the HSE. 
Statutorily this is a matter in which the Minister for Health may not direct the HSE.

Pursuant to Section 10B of the Health Act 2004 the Minister for Health shall not give a 
direction under section 10, or specify a priority or performance target under section 10A, as 
respects— 

(a) any function of the Executive relating to the provision of treatment or a health or per-
sonal social service to any particular person, 

(b) any function of the Executive relating to a decision concerning— 

  (i) whether or not a particular person is eligible for a particular health or personal social 
service (including the payment of a grant or allowance), 

  (ii) the extent to which and the manner in which a person is eligible for any such service.

  Question No. 1910 answered with Question No. 1562.

27/07/2021WRVVVV03700Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRVVVV038001911. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the reason the promised 
speedy inquiry into epilim sodium valproate which was announced in November 2021 has not 
commenced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35839/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVV03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Details of the proposed inquiry into the 
historical licensing and use of sodium valproate in Ireland are currently being considered by 
officials within the Department of Health.

27/07/2021WRVVVV04000Hospital Complaints Procedures

27/07/2021WRVVVV041001912. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if any retrospective complaints 
have been made regarding the sexual abuse of minors in a hospital (details supplied) which may 
have occurred from the late 1970s until the end of the 1990s; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter. [35849/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVV04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRVVVV04300Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRVVVV044001913. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health the dental treatment and ben-
efits available to a person who is the holder of a medical card; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [35850/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVV04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Dental Treatment Services Scheme 
(DTSS) provides dental care, free of charge to medical card holders aged 16 and over. These 
services are provided by independent dental practitioners who have a contract with the HSE. 
Patients may choose to have their treatment undertaken by any dentist who participates in the 
Scheme.

The DTSS makes available the following dental treatments to medical card holders:  Oral 
examination; Prophylaxis (scale and polish); Restorations (fillings);  Exodontics (extractions); 
Surgical extractions;  Miscellaneous (e.g. control of haemorrhage);  Endodontics (root canal 
therapy); Apicectomy (amputation of roots); Protracted periodontal (gum) treatment; Radio-
graphs; Prosthetics (dentures). These treatments are provided by independent dental practitio-
ners who have a contract with the HSE.  Some are available on demand, for example, all medi-
cal card holders may avail of specific dental treatments e.g., a dental examination, two fillings 
in each calendar year, extractions, as necessary.

The remaining care provision is subject to the prior approval of a dental surgeon in the HSE, 
who prioritises for high risk and exceptional patients; those requiring emergency care and pa-
tients considered to have greater clinical urgency and/or necessity in receiving care.

27/07/2021WRVVVV04600Departmental Bodies

27/07/2021WRVVVV047001914. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if a list will be provided of 
the State agencies, organisations or boards under the responsibility of his Department or that 
receive funding from his Department; if he will provide email contact details for each; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [35851/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVV04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The following table provides a list of 
the organisations under the aegis of the Department of Health. These details are published annu-
ally in an Appendix to the published Appropriation Account on the website of the Office of the 
Comptroller and Auditor General, as they are for all government departments and votes audited 
by the Office of the Comptroller and Auditor General. Contact details for these organisations 
are available on their respective websites.

Health Service Executive
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Beaumont Hospital 

Dublin Dental Hospital

Leopardstown Park Hospital

St. James’s Hospital

National Paediatric Hospital Development Board

National Haemophilia Council 

Food Safety Promotion Board

Food Safety Authority of Ireland

Health Information and Quality Authority

Health Research Board

Health and Social Care Professionals Council (CORU) 

Irish Blood Transfusion Service Board

Health Products Regulatory Authority

Mental Health Commission

National Cancer Registry Board

Pre-Hospital Emergency Care Council 

Health Insurance Authority

Risk Equalisation Fund

Nursing and Midwifery Board

Medical Council

Pharmaceutical Society of Ireland

Dental Council Board
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National Treatment Purchase Fund

Consolidated Patient Private Property Accounts

Health Repayments Scheme (Donations Fund)

Special Account for Health Repayments Scheme

Hep C - Insurance Scheme
  Question No. 1915 answered with Question No. 1741.

27/07/2021WRVVVV05000Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRVVVV051001916. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Health if he will allow persons vac-
cinated with a vaccine (details supplied) an exemption from the mandatory hotel quarantine 
system; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35862/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVV05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland procures COVID-19 vaccines 
through its participation in an EU procurement process and their approval is by the Commission 
following recommendation by the EMA. 

At present, the Sinopharm vaccine has not received EMA approval. 

COVID-19 vaccines can only be approved and used if they comply with all the requirements 
of quality, safety and efficacy set out in the EU pharmaceutical legislation. No vaccine will be 
used until Market authorisation from the European Medicines Agency (EMA) is obtained and 
any authorised vaccine will be subject to ongoing monitoring in Ireland by the Health Product 
Regulatory Authority (HPRA).

Passengers who are fully vaccinated in accordance with the table below and have the docu-
ments to confirm this are not required to complete mandatory hotel quarantine on arrival in Ire-
land. Dependents, including children, will also be exempted from the requirement to complete 
mandatory hotel quarantine.  

What ‘fully vaccinated’ means: 

A full course of any one of the following vaccines Regarded as fully vaccinated after:

2 doses of Pfizer-BioNtech Vaccine: BNT162b2 (Comirnaty®)    7 days    

2 doses of Moderna Vaccine: CX-024414 (Moderna®)    14 days    

2 doses of Oxford-AstraZeneca Vaccine: ChAdOx1-SARS-COV-2   (Vaxzevria® or Cov-
ishield)    

15 days    

1 dose of Johnson & Johnson/Janssen Vaccine: Ad26.COV2-S   [recombinant] (Janssen®)    14 days    

  Question No. 1917 answered with Question No. 1903.

27/07/2021WRVVVV05400Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRVVVV055001918. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the status of the permis-
sibility of novelty acts at weddings; the measures he is taking to ensure that novelty acts can 
resume safely at weddings as soon as possible; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35864/21]
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27/07/2021WRVVVV056002015. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if live music is permitted at 
weddings and wedding receptions; if this matter is under further consideration; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36183/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVV05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1918 
and 2015 together.

  As the Deputies will be aware, on 29 June, Government announced the next phase of re-
opening the economy and society in line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status. However, as an excep-
tion, weddings already planned have been allowed to proceed with the planned increase in the 
number of guests to 50 at the wedding reception with protective measures from 5 July. 

Music is permitted at a wedding ceremony or service, subject to HPSC guidance available 
online: www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/funeraldirectors-
guidance/COVID_religious%20settings.pdf 

Live music, performances and novelty acts are not permitted at wedding receptions at pres-
ent. This is outlined further in the Fáilte Ireland guidelines which can be found online: covid19.
failteireland.ie/operational-guidelines/

Unfortunately, the outlook for the coming weeks is very uncertain and there is not yet an 
indication of when live music, performances or dancing will be permitted at weddings. The epi-
demiological situation will be monitored on an ongoing basis and the level of restrictions will 
be kept under review by Government.

Significant progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent months due to the 
huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved lives and limited 
the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent months we must 
continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health guidelines.

27/07/2021WRVVVV05800Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRVVVV059001919. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health when the enquiry into the ef-
fects of sodium valproate will commence; the supports that are available for families affected 
by sodium valproate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35865/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVV06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Details of the proposed inquiry into the 
historical licensing and use of sodium valproate in Ireland are currently being considered by 
officials within the Department of Health.

The question of supports for families is an operational issue, and is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems.

The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity 
and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is 
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again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamen-
tary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRVVVV06100Hospital Facilities

27/07/2021WRVVVV062001920. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 436 of 1 June 2021, if the second operating theatre in Merlin Park University 
Hospital, on which construction is due to be completed by the end of 2021, will also begin to 
carry out surgical operations by the end of 2021; if not, the timeline for when it will be fully 
fitted out and operational; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35873/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVV06300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Merlin Park University Hospital pro-
vides elective Medical and Surgical (Orthopaedic and minor surgery) services, renal services 
including a Haemodialysis unit, two designated rehabilitation units along with a number of 
specialist outpatient clinics.

Funding has been provided in 2021 for this project which will deliver two Orthopaedic The-
atres with ancillary accommodation for the provision of elective procedures. The theatres will 
be located in the vicinity of the existing main hospital block adjacent to the ground floor of the 
building. There will be a link corridor from the theatres to the existing hospital block.

Construction work on the development commenced in March 2021 with the project due to 
be completed by year end 2021.  The Theatres currently under construction are expected to be 
equipped and become operational by the service in January 2022.

This theatre facility will replace the theatre capacity lost and will also provide some addi-
tionality as the existing theatre could be used for injection/less complex cases.

27/07/2021WRVVVV06400Hospital Facilities

27/07/2021WRVVVV065001921. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 376 of 1 April 2021, the timeline for when the temporary emergency department 
in Galway University Hospital will be fully fitted out and operational; the details of the han-
dover plan regarding the internal replanned area of the temporary emergency department; if 
fitting out will be carried out before or after the handover; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [35874/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVV06600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Approval has been granted to complete 
a temporary extension to the Emergency Department to provide additional accommodation, in 
the first instance related to Covid requirements.  The Temporary ED project and associate works 
will also service as an enabling works project for the proposed permanent ED by helping to free 
up the site required for the proposed new block.

The accommodation includes segregated waiting areas, segregated treatment areas, isolation 
rooms, additional resuscitation spaces and additional support accommodation to take account 
of new requirements to treat Covid-19 patients and improved Infection Control and Prevention 
requirements for ED.  External works in support of this temporary accommodation includes 
enabling works by way of roads and car-park reconfigurations, utilities and drainage diversions, 
all to the east of the Main Block of University Hospital Galway. 

The Temporary Emergency Department extension building will be single storey, with a 
rooftop plant room and will be connected to the main hospital block at the existing Emergency 
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Department entrance.  Site works have been underway for some time, and it is expected that this 
project will be completed in Q2 2022.

  Question No. 1922 answered with Question No. 1903.

27/07/2021WRVVVV06800Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRVVVV069001923. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the status of the develop-
ment of a registry of women who have been prescribed sodium valproate during pregnancy; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [35876/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVV07000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT 
systems. 

The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity 
and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is 
again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamen-
tary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRVVVV07100Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRVVVV072001924. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the number of epilepsy 
specialist nurse posts in the State; the number of these which are unfilled; the location of each 
epilepsy specialist nurse post; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35877/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVV07300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRVVVV07400Dental Services

27/07/2021WRVVVV075001925. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 616 of 5 May 2021, the status of the review of the dental treatment services 
scheme; the timeline for the review; the terms of reference for the review; the person or body 
that will be carry out the review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35878/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVV078001926. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the analysis his Depart-
ment has carried out or commissioned into participation by dentists in the dental treatment ser-
vices scheme; his plans to facilitate an increase in participation by dentists in the scheme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [35879/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEE034002135. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Health the status of medical card 
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holders with respect to dental treatment; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that many 
dentists are no longer accepting medical cards as a payment means for dental procedures; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [36651/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ015502212. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that certain dentists are refusing to carry out dental treatments for medical card holders 
unless they pay for the treatment themselves citing the recent cyber-attack; the steps he is taking 
to address this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36971/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKK041502243. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the present status of medical card holders with respect to dental treatment; if his attention has 
been further drawn to the fact that dentists are no longer accepting medical cards as a payment 
means for dental procedures; if his Department is responsible for any new orders with respect 
to the scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [36645/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNN021502295. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the status of talks with dental 
representatives in regard to the medical card scheme.  [37279/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN051503190. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Health the position regarding report-
ed refusal by some dental practices to accept appointment requests from medical card holders; 
the responsibilities which dental practices have to medical card holders who request appoint-
ments and subsequently require treatment; the dental services which are currently covered by 
the medical card; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40646/21]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1925, 
1926, 2135, 2212, 2243, 2295 and 3190 together.  

  Approximately 1,200 contracted dentists provide oral healthcare to medical card holders 
under the Dental Treatment Services Scheme (DTSS). From March 2020 until the end of April 
2021, approximately 200 dentists left the Scheme. A further 112 applications for new contracts 
have been received. The HSE will assist anyone experiencing problems accessing a service.

  The approach to future oral health service provision will be aligned with Smile agus Sláinte, 
the National Oral Health Policy (2019). The aim of the policy is to develop a model of care that 
will enable preventative approaches to be prioritised, improve access, and support interventions 
appropriate to current and future oral health needs.

  I am committed to ensuring the sustainability of the DTSS, but recognise that it needs to be 
aligned  with the new Policy. The COVID-19 pandemic has caused the roll-out of the National 
Oral Health Policy to be delayed, and the proposed review of the DTSS contract to be deferred. 
However, Officials in my Department and from the HSE are currently engaging with the Irish 
Dental Association on matters relating to the provision of services under the DTSS.

27/07/2021WRWWWW00200Mental Health Tribunals

27/07/2021WRWWWW003001927. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the number of times a 
mental health tribunal of one member has been appointed pursuant to section 48(3)(a) of the 
Mental Health Act 2001 as amended; the number of times a mental health tribunal consisting of 
one member has sat; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35880/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWW00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Mental 
Health Commission has confirmed that as of 27 July 2021, no one-person tribunals have taken 
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place under the Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (Covid-19) Act 2020, or under that 
Act as extended by the Health and Criminal Justice (Covid-19) (Amendment) Act 2021.

27/07/2021WRWWWW00500Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRWWWW006001928. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the status of the work of 
the Nursing Homes Expert Panel Report Implementation Oversight Team; when the Implemen-
tation Oversight Team will publish its final report; if the final report will include a plan for the 
implementation of the recommendations of the Nursing Homes Expert Panel Report; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [35881/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWW00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Nursing 
Homes Expert Panel was established, on foot of a National Public Health Emergency Team 
(NPHET) recommendation, to examine the complex issues surrounding the management of 
COVID-19 among this particularly vulnerable cohort. The Expert Panel report, which was pub-
lished in August 2020, has added further to our knowledge and learning. This report clearly 
outlines the key protective measures that we must ensure are in place across our nursing homes. 
These actions are based on learning from our own and the international experience of CO-
VID-19 to date. The report also recommends additional analysis and examination of the rel-
evant public health and other data sets in order that further causal and protective factors for 
COVID-19 clusters are identified.

Work to progress the recommendations of the Expert Panel report, particularly those recom-
mendations requiring a priority focus in the response to COVID-19, is ongoing across health 
agencies and stakeholders. The recommendations of the report are varied and complex, requir-
ing a mix of ongoing operational response to COVID-19 and longer-term strategic reform. 
Those strategic reforms are, by their nature, complex and relate to whole of system issues. It 
is important to note that any such reforms require careful consideration and substantial policy 
development work. In the case of some recommendations, major legislative reform is required, 
something that must be approached in a measured and considerate way, to ensure reforms are 
delivered as intended.

Two progress reports have been published to date, with the third report due to be completed 
shortly. These reports are available on the COVID-19 Nursing Homes Expert Panel Report: 
Implementation Oversight Team webpage at www.gov.ie/en/publication/c7f5b-covid-19-nurs-
ing-homes-expert-panel-report-implementation-oversight-team/

Continued learning and understanding of progression of the disease in Ireland is an integral 
part of those recommendations. Residents of nursing homes are vulnerable because of their age, 
underlying medical conditions, the extent of their requirement for direct care involving close 
physical contact and the nature of living in congregated settings. The very infectious nature of 
COVID-19 makes it difficult to prevent and control in residential care settings. The transmis-
sion of the virus into and within nursing homes is multifactorial. As identified by the Nursing 
Homes Expert Panel, where there is ongoing community transmission, settings like nursing 
homes are more vulnerable to exposure.

The State’s responsibility to respond to the public health emergency created the need to set 
up a structured support system in line with NPHET recommendations. This has been a critical 
intervention in supporting the resilience of the sector in meeting the unprecedented challenges 
associated with COVID-19. The Expert Panel highlighted the value of those supports and rec-
ommended their continuation. These supports continue to be provided.
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The range of supports provided to nursing homes include:

- Enhanced HSE engagement

- Multidisciplinary clinical supports at CHO level through 23 COVID-19 Response Teams

- Supply of precautionary and enhanced PPE, free of charge

- Where possible, access to staff from community and acute hospitals

- Suite of focused public health guidance and training resources

- Temporary accommodation to nursing home staff to support measures to block the chain 
of transmission

- HIQA implemented a Regulatory Assessment Framework of the preparedness of desig-
nated centres for older people for a COVID-19 outbreak and published an Infection Prevention 
and Control Assurance Framework for Nursing Homes

The Expert Panel endorsed these range of supports and measures and highlighted the impor-
tance of their continuation over the 18 months identified in the Panel’s report. These measures 
continue to be an important component of the COVID-19 response and will continue to be in 
place for the foreseeable future. 

The Implementation Oversight Team has agreed that all stakeholders should continue to in-
tensify their efforts to progress implementation over the coming period with a view to complet-
ing implementation of recommendations to the greatest extent possible, and in respect of those 
longer-term recommendations requiring specific programmes of work, that suitable pathways 
and processes are identified to ensure the mainstreaming of implementation into wider reform 
processes once the formal NHEP Implementation structures are concluded.

27/07/2021WRWWWW00800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRWWWW009001929. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health his plans to extend the 
temporary assistance payment scheme beyond the 30 June 2021; the analysis his Department 
has carried out into the cost of extending the scheme to December 2021; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [35882/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWW01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Temporary 
Assistance Payment Scheme (TAPS) was established in April 2020 as a temporary administra-
tive measure in response to the challenges faced by the nursing home sector at the start of the 
pandemic. As the pandemic continued, additional support measures for private and voluntary 
nursing homes have been delivered through the Health Service Executive (HSE).

As of 23 July 2021, 7,919 claims had been submitted as part of the Scheme. In total, €134.5 
million has been made available under TAPS between 2020 and 2021.

Due to the ongoing high level of risk associated with COVID-19 during this period, the 
Department of Health extended the scheme twice, far beyond the originally planned timescale 
of three months. The further extension of the scheme was outlined in the Government’s Plan 
‘Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living with COVID-19’, published in Septem-
ber 2020. This provided assurance of the Scheme’s availability and a planned timeframe of 
operation to the end of June 2021.
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The cessation of TAPS at the end of June, as planned and previously announced, was com-
municated with all relevant stakeholders, including Nursing Homes Ireland – the national rep-
resentative body for the private and voluntary nursing home sector.

There has been a marked improvement in the status of the virus in nursing homes due to the 
rollout of the National Vaccination Programme – COVID-19 cases and outbreaks in nursing 
homes are now at a very low level compared with the first quarter of the year and, overall, the 
epidemiological situation is very positive. It is the Department’s understanding that currently 
there is one open outbreak in a nursing home.

(Please note that the cyber-attack on the HSE on 14 May 2021 has prevented the routine 
notification of cases, associated deaths and outbreaks of COVID-19 to the Computerised Infec-
tious Disease Reporting (CIDR) system. As an interim measure, provisional epidemiological 
reports are being prepared but have not undergone the data validation procedures undertaken 
through CIDR. For this reason, data continues to be provisional at this time.)

The Scheme has fulfilled its temporary purpose of providing financial support to nursing 
homes to address COVID-19. Although the risk is greatly reduced, it has not been completely 
eliminated, therefore the outbreak assistance element of the Scheme will continue to be avail-
able to nursing homes until the end of 2021. Availability of outbreak assistance is subject to the 
overall sanctioned amount of €42m for 2021.

The substantial package of non-financial supports outlined below will continue to be pro-
vided for the time being:

- Provision of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). The continued supply of PPE is a key 
support mechanism and will be provided in line with clinical and public health recommenda-
tions;

- The COVID-19 Response Teams established to support Public Health Outbreak teams 
covering all residential services as well as home support settings. All stakeholders, includ-
ing the COVID-19 Nursing Homes Expert Panel, have highlighted the significant contribution 
these new teams have made to supporting nursing homes throughout the pandemic;

- The HSE Temporary Accommodation Scheme;

- HSE training and development resources, including the opening up of HSeLanD to private 
and voluntary providers.

- IPC support and advice;

- The substantial suite of publicly available guidance developed to support the sector.

These measures and supports reflect a significant investment by the State to support nursing 
homes and other services such as the COVID-19 Response Teams, and are a clear signal of the 
work that is ongoing to integrate the wider health system.

It is also important to reflect that all nursing homes, as registered providers with HIQA, 
have well-established obligations under the legal framework in terms of the delivery of safe 
care to residents. Nursing homes are required, by law, to ensure that procedures consistent with 
the standards for the prevention and control of healthcare-associated infections published by 
HIQA are implemented by staff. The current infection prevention and control standards have 
been in operation since 2018. Good and effective IPC procedures should be in place across the 
entire health and social care service as a matter of course.
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In February 2021, a revised plan ‘Resilience and Recovery 2021 Plan: The Path Ahead’ was 
published by the Government. This plan recognises the need for longer-term reform of both old-
er persons and nursing home care, broadly reflecting the lessons learned from the COVID-19 
Nursing Homes Expert Panel and the pandemic. However, these structural reforms, including 
the policy and regulatory framework, extend beyond the scope of a temporary financial support 
scheme aimed at a specific, time-limited public health objective.

27/07/2021WRWWWW01100Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRWWWW012001930. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if those aged 12 to 15 years of 
age will be provided with a Covid19 vaccine (details supplied) given the European Medicines 
Agency approved usage of the vaccine for this age group; when it can be expected a decision 
will be made; and if a positive decision is made; and when can parents expected vaccinations 
will commence. [35885/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWW01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland welcomes the European Medi-
cines Agency age extension recommendation for the COVID-19 vaccines Comirnaty (Pfizer/
BioNTech) and Spikevax (Moderna) to include use in children 12+. The National Immunisation 
Advisory Committee is reviewing the matter and will make a recommendation as appropriate. 
Currently, Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccination Programme is administering vaccines to those aged 
16+.

  Question No. 1931 answered with Question No. 1903.

27/07/2021WRWWWW01500Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRWWWW016001932. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35887/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWW01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRWWWW01800Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRWWWW019001933. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health his views on the fact that 
many trains do not have windows that open or air conditioning which can remove the Coivd-19 
virus in relation to the reopening of public transport at 100% capacity; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [35888/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWW02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to advise the Deputy that the is-
sues of ventilation and air conditioning on trains is a matter for the Department of Transport.
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27/07/2021WRWWWW02100Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRWWWW022001934. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost in 2022 and 
in a full year of supporting every ten persons under 65 years of age to move out of inappropriate 
placement in a nursing home. [35695/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWW023002003. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of persons with dis-
abilities under the age of 65 that remain living in nursing homes; the estimated additional cost 
to have those remaining in nursing homes transferred to a community setting; the timeframe to 
have those remaining in nursing homes transferred to a community setting; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [36087/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWW024002104. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the funding allocated to progress 
the transfer of persons with disabilities under the age of 65 from nursing homes into community 
settings in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021 respectively, by capital and resource funding and 
CHO in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36543/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWW02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1934, 
2003 and 2104 together.

In Budget 2021, the Government allocated over €2.2 billion for specialist disability ser-
vices, including €100m in additional funding to enhance services and supports, reflecting the 
Government’s commitment in this area. €3m of this funding was allocated to support a new 
pilot project which aims to assist 18 people aged under 65 with a disability to move from nurs-
ing homes in 2021.  

This is the first year that funding for a project of this nature has been secured.  It is envis-
aged that this project will build on learning from the Time to Move On policy, the Personalised 
Budgets Pilot and the Neuro-Rehabilitation Strategy.  

There are an estimated 1,300 people aged under 65 living in nursing homes for older people. 
Data is available on those under 65 living in nursing homes who are receiving a Nursing Home 
Support Scheme (NHSS) subvention, but these data do not distinguish between those who are 
inappropriately placed and those for whom it is a reasonable and appropriate choice. 

Currently, each Community Healthcare Organisation (CHO) is working with those whom 
they have identified to participate in the pilot project to develop person-centred care and transi-
tion plans to facilitate the moves to alternative sustainable living solutions within the commu-
nity and it is expected that transitions will commence by the end of Quarter 3. 

In tandem with this, the HSE is working on a service reform project which aims to:

- Gather baseline information on the population living in nursing homes.

- Carry out full assessments of care within the current placement.

This project will map out the care and support needs of those living under 65 living in 
nursing homes and will demonstrate the scale of the work involved and the potential resources 
required to meet the Programme for Government Commitment. 

The learning from the project will inform the approach  to how the HSE and other stake-
holders need to plan for and support people under 65 in nursing homes to transition to alterna-
tive housing options in the community with adequate supports, where this is appropriate for the 
individual, including the level of resources required to facilitate such transitions.  
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27/07/2021WRWWWW02600Disability Services

27/07/2021WRWWWW027001935. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the funding that is available 
for a group to set up a summer camp for children with autism (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [35902/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWW02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the Health Service Executive 
(HSE).  However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to 
access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which 
has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems.  The disruption to service is on-going 
and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and to resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point. 

27/07/2021WRWWWW02900Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRWWWW030001936. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the latest figure for the num-
ber of persons availing of the nursing homes support scheme; the number of these who are 
homeowners; the number who lease their homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35906/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWW03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shutdown of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRWWWW03200Birth Certificates

27/07/2021WRWWWW033001937. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to a delay in issuing birth certificates to new born babies, as in a case of a child (details 
supplied); and if cases will be fast tracked in cases in which there is a need to obtain a passport 
for essential travel. [35909/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWW03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to advise the Deputy that birth 
certificates are a matter for the Department of Social Protection and issues to do with passports 
are a matter for the Department of Foreign Affairs. 

27/07/2021WRWWWW03500Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRWWWW036001938. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the status of a hospital 
appointment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35910/21]
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27/07/2021WRWWWW03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRWWWW03800Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRWWWW039001939. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Health if consideration has been 
given to easing hospital visitation restrictions for long-term patients given the high levels of 
vaccination against Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35911/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWW040002856. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Health if clarity will be 
provided on the ability for vaccinated persons to visit patients in hospitals; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39390/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWW04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1939 
and 2856 together.

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRWWWW04200Health Promotion

27/07/2021WRWWWW043001940. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health the status of Ireland’s progress 
on implementing the WHO Code of Marketing on Breast-milk Substitutes; his views on delays 
to progress made in this area since 2013; if there are intentions to adopt the provisions of the 
WHO code in its entirety; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35912/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWW044001941. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health that status of the implementa-
tion of action item 3.13 of the National Breastfeeding Action Plan which pertains to the WHO 
Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35913/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWW04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1940 and 1941 together.

As these Parliamentary Questions relate to operational issues, they are a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
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and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point. 

However, I can advise the Deputy that promoting an increase in the number of new moth-
ers breastfeeding is a priority in the Healthy Ireland Strategic Action plan 2021-2025. Infant 
formula is needed as not all babies are breastfed. 2021 is the year of the 40th anniversary of 
the adoption of the International Code of Marketing of Breast Milk Substitutes which is aimed 
at protecting children and families from inappropriate marketing of breastmilk substitute prod-
ucts. The Code covers infant formula products up to the age of 3 years. I am advised that the 
HSE are working to strengthen compliance with the International Code of Marketing of Breast 
Milk Substitutes through partnership and cross sectoral working.

  Question No. 1941 answered with Question No. 1940.

27/07/2021WRWWWW04700Health Services

27/07/2021WRWWWW048001942. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health if in-person developmental checks 
for infants and toddlers at 3, 10 and 18 months are being carried out at present in a HSE primary 
health care centre (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35914/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWW04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRWWWW05000Health Services

27/07/2021WRWWWW051001943. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the current waiting list timeframes 
for infant and toddler developmental checks broken down by age, that is, 3, 10, and 18 months 
(details supplied); the waiting list timeframe per municipal district in County Wicklow; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [35915/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWW05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRWWWW05300Departmental Expenditure

27/07/2021WRWWWW054001944. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the amount of interest his De-
partment has been charged for savings or other funds on deposit in Irish banks since negative 
interest rates were introduced by year; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35926/21]
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27/07/2021WRWWWW05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My Department has not been charged 
interest for savings or other funds on deposit in Irish banks since negative interest rates were 
introduced by year.

27/07/2021WRWWWW05600Special Educational Needs

27/07/2021WRWWWW057001945. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health the additional resources that have 
been allocated to help amend the extensive waiting time for children to receive special needs 
assessments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35584/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWW05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): In August 2020 
the HSE secured €7.8m to address the issue of overdue Assessments of Need (AON). 

This funding was provided on a once off and strictly time bound basis to eliminate all 
AONs overdue at 30th June 2020. While the number of overdue Assessment of Need stood at 
approximately 6,500 in June 2020, through a combination of different measures, by the end of 
April 2021 approximately 5,150 children have had their assessment completed, thus reducing 
the backlog to approximately 1,350 cases. An overall reduction, since the exercise began of 
approximately 80%. 3 CHOs have cleared their backlog, one of which has exceeded its target.

27/07/2021WRWWWW05900Hospital Waiting Lists

27/07/2021WRWWWW060001946. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in 
County Kerry waiting on procedures (details supplied) to be carried out; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [35962/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWW06100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last sixteen months as a di-
rect result of the COVID-19 pandemic and more recently as a result of the ransomware attack.

While significant progress was made in reducing waiting times from June 2020 onwards, 
the surge in Covid-19 cases in the first quarter of 2021, and the resultant curtailment of acute 
hospital services, is reflected in the most recently available waiting list figures to 13th   May 
2021.

On 23 March 2021 the HSE published the “Safe Return to Health Services Plan”, outlining 
a three phased approach for the proposed restoration of services across Community Services, 
Acute Hospital Operations, Cancer Services and Screening Services. It sets target times for 
their safe return and details the conditions and challenges that will have to be met. However, the 
implementation of this plan has been suspended pending the resolution of the recent ransom-
ware attack, which had a significant impact on acute hospitals.  

The HSE has been working since 14th May last to recover the effects of the cyber attack 
on its systems. The HSE advise that at present most systems are operational and services are 
returning to normal activity. There is a challenge in back entering data and there are still a num-
ber of areas of ongoing concern. The HSE was already seeking to recover from the Covid peak 
in the first quarter of this year and the ransomware attack has delayed this and had the effect of 
increasing access delays for services. My Department  does not have full access to information 
on the impact of this ransomware attack on elective waiting lists but will provide an update as 
soon as one is available.

In recent years, my Department has worked with the HSE and the National Treatment Pur-
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chase Fund (NTPF) to improve access for patients waiting for high volume procedures, in-
cluding cataracts. Ophthalmology services are provided throughout all hospital groups in the 
country, with cataract removal one of the key procedures carried out as part of this specialty.

A key development in improving access to Ophthalmology services was the opening of a 
stand-alone high-volume consultant-led cataract theatre by the University of Limerick Hospital 
Group in Nenagh Hospital in 2018, with the intention that it would facilitate patients from sur-
rounding geographical areas to avail of their treatment there. The impact of such initiatives can 
be seen in the reduction in the waiting times to access cataract procedures since 2019. At the 
13th of May 2021 there were 4,275 patients waiting for a cataract procedure compared to 6,437 
in January 2019.

An additional €240 million has been provided in Budget 2021 for an access to care fund, 
€210m of which has been allocated to the HSE and a further €30m to the NTPF. This is to be 
used to fund additional capacity to address the shortfall arising as a result of infection control 
measures taken in the context of COVID-19, as well as addressing backlogs in waiting lists.

My Department, the HSE and the NTPF are currently working on a Multiannual Waiting 
List Plan to address waiting lists and bring them in line with Sláintecare targets over the com-
ing years.

Due to the ongoing IT issues triggered by the HSE cyber-attack, the National Treatment 
Purchase Fund (NTPF) has been unable to receive weekly national hospital waiting list data 
or downloads. The latest published waiting list information was collated by the NTPF on 13th 
May 2021. The information requested by the Deputy is outlined in the attached document, 
which provides a breakdown by time-band of the number of patients in County Kerry awaiting 
an Ophthalmology Outpatient appointment and the number awaiting a cataract procedure. This 
information is based on the latest available data provided by the NTPF.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-07-27_pq1946-27-07-21_en.docx”>SSHA</a>]  

27/07/2021WRWWWW06200Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRWWWW063001947. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health the status of the inquiry into the 
anti-epilepsy drug sodium valproate; if the inquiry has commenced; when engagement with 
families affected by disabilities associated with the drug will commence; and the timeline for 
the delivery of the report. [35963/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWW06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Details of the proposed inquiry into the 
historical licensing and use of sodium valproate in Ireland are currently being considered by 
officials within the Department of Health.

27/07/2021WRWWWW06500Health Services

27/07/2021WRWWWW066001948. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason a person must 
send a postal order to receive a pathologist’s report and that no other form of payment is accept-
able; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35965/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWW06700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
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Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRWWWW06800National Maternity Hospital

27/07/2021WRWWWW069001949. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Health the variance to the budget of 
the new national maternity hospital by expense category in tabular form in view of the reports 
that the hospital is set to cost €800 million up from the original estimated cost of circa €150 
million. [35966/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWW07000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): There is no approved budget in place for 
the relocation of the national maternity hospital (NMH). The need to obtain maximum value for 
money for capital investment projects through disciplined project evaluation, preparation, and 
implementation under the public spending code (PSC) means that there are a number of steps 
required before a clear, evidenced-based approximation of costs can be determined.

As the NMH relocation is a project initiated prior to the updated PSC, the Project Board is 
undertaking additional work to ensure full compliance with the new PSC. 

The PSC is designed to ensure that investment decisions are underpinned by a clear policy 
rationale, and that costs are well understood. In 2019, the PSC was updated and introduced a 
new project lifecycle, tightening the arrangements for project decision-making, and clarifying 
the roles of the parties involved including the responsibilities for Sponsoring Agencies and Ap-
proving Authorities. The PSC also provides detail on the requirements at each stage of the new 
project lifecycle. 

The specific requirements that must be included in a business case at the various stages of 
the PSC are detailed at www.gov.ie/en/publication/public-spending-code/  

Only following a successful procurement strategy and a tendering process, can an evidence-
based and realistic forecast of the costs associated with a capital investment project be accu-
rately projected. This is the baseline from which any and all variances would be derived.

Since a final business case - post procurement and tendering- has not been completed, there 
is no approved budget for this project and therefore variance on budget cannot be reported.

27/07/2021WRWWWW07100Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRWWWW072001950. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will urgently consider mix-
ing the second dose vaccine for those over 50 years of age who are still awaiting a second dose 
of the vaccine (details supplied); and his views on the fact that this cohort of persons urgently 
need to achieve full protection from the Covid-19 virus. [35967/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWW07300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland’s COVID-19 vaccination pro-
gramme strategy is to distribute all available vaccines as quickly as is operationally possible, 
prioritising those who are most vulnerable to COVID-19. The programme is based on the prin-
ciples of safety, effectiveness and fairness, with the objective of reducing severe illness, hospi-
talisations and deaths from COVID-19 infection. 
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The immunisation programme in Ireland is based on the advice of the National Immunisa-
tion Advisory Committee (NIAC). The Committee’s recommendations are based on the preva-
lence of the relevant disease in Ireland and international best practices in relation to immunisa-
tion. It makes recommendations on vaccination policy to my Department. The NIAC review all 
data relating to COVID-19 vaccines on a rolling basis. 

Following the recommendation for use of vaccines against COVID-19 by the European 
Medicines Agency (EMA) and authorisation for use by the European Commission, the NIAC 
develops guidance for their use in Ireland which is contained in the Immunisation Guidelines 
for Ireland. These guidelines are continuously updated and include guidance on all new vac-
cines as they are approved for use in Ireland. 

The current Guidelines state: 

There are currently four COVID-19 Vaccines authorised for use in Ireland. The vaccines are 
not interchangeable. For vaccines that have a two-dose schedule, the same vaccine should be 
used for both doses. 

You can read the guidelines at: www.hse.ie/eng/health/immunisation/hcpinfo/guidelines/
covid19.pdf.

There is insufficient evidence to recommend a change from the authorised two-dose Vaxzevr-
ia® schedule or to support giving an mRNA vaccine instead of the second dose of Vaxzevria®. 
There is a need for further evidence on the safety and effectiveness of mixed (heterologous)
vaccine schedules. Further information is expected in the coming months which may warrant 
an update of these recommendations.

27/07/2021WRWWWW07400Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRWWWW075001951. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health when an orthopaedic appointment 
will be made at the Mater Hospital for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [35968/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWW07600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRXXXX00200National Treatment Purchase Fund

27/07/2021WRXXXX003001952. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) is 
in a position to avail of the National Treatment Purchase Fund for a knee replacement; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [35969/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXX00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Treatment Purchase Fund 
(NTPF) works with public hospitals, as opposed to with patients directly, to offer and provide 
the funding for treatment to clinically suitable long waiting patients who are on an inpatient/day 
case waiting list for surgery, having been referred on to such a list following clinical assessment 
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by a consultant/specialist at an outpatient clinic. 

The key criteria of the NTPF is the prioritisation of the longest waiting patients first. While 
the NTPF identifies patients eligible for NTPF treatment, it is solely on the basis of their time 
spent on the Inpatient/Daycase Waiting List. The clinical suitability of the patient to avail of 
NTPF funded treatment is determined by the public hospital.

In relation to the specifics of the patient’s case, as this Parliamentary Question relates to an 
operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are advised 
that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions 
due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. 
The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and 
resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again 
in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary 
Questions at that point. 

27/07/2021WRXXXX00500Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRXXXX006001953. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the number of the adults in 
direct provision that have been vaccinated against Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [35755/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXX00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRXXXX00800Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRXXXX009001954. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Health when the inquiry into the 
effects of sodium valproate will commence; and the supports that are available for families af-
fected by sodium valproate. [35852/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXX01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Details of the proposed inquiry into the 
historical licensing and use of sodium valproate in Ireland are currently being considered by 
officials within the Department of Health.

The question of supports for families is an operational issue, and is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems.

The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity 
and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is 
again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamen-
tary Questions at that point. 
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27/07/2021WRXXXX01100Departmental Expenditure

27/07/2021WRXXXX012001955. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the amount his Department 
has spent to date regarding Covid-19 awareness-raising campaigns in national newspapers. 
[35993/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXX013001956. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the amount his Department has 
expended to date regarding awareness raising campaigns of Covid-19 in regional newspapers. 
[35994/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXX014001957. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the amount his Department has 
expended to date regarding awareness raising campaigns of Covid-19 in national radio stations. 
[35995/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXX015001958. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the amount his Department has 
expended to date regarding awareness raising campaigns of Covid-19 in regional radio stations. 
[35996/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXX016001959. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the amount his Department has 
expended to date regarding awareness raising campaigns of Covid-19 in local radio stations. 
[35997/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXX017001960. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the amount his Department 
has expended to date regarding awareness raising campaigns of Covid-19 on social media. 
[35998/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXX01800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1955 
to 1960, inclusive, together.

The information requested by the Deputy is being collated by Department officials and a 
deferred reply will be submitted within ten working days.

As this question is also relevant to the Health Service Executive I have asked them to re-
spond to the Deputy directly, as soon as possible.

  Question No. 1956 answered with Question No. 1955.

  Question No. 1957 answered with Question No. 1955.

  Question No. 1958 answered with Question No. 1955.

  Question No. 1959 answered with Question No. 1955.

  Question No. 1960 answered with Question No. 1955.

27/07/2021WRXXXX02400Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRXXXX025001961. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health if the staff of a service (details 
supplied) will receive backpay or compensation for the stoppage since 2012 of the incremental 
pay increases since to which they were contractually entitled. [35999/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXX02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): St. Christopher’s Service operates a 
Section 39 agency. Under section 39 of the Health Act 2004, the HSE provides financial as-
sistance to organisations by means of a grant.  Section 39 legally underpins the provision of 
services similar or supplementary to a service that the HSE may provide.  
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Staff in these section 39 organisations were not subject to the provisions of FEMPI legisla-
tion and therefore did not receive those cuts that were applied to the pay of public servants.  
They were not and are not party to the Public Service Agreements and are therefore not covered 
by the pay restoration provided for in these Agreements.  While it is understood that pay sav-
ings were made by the organisations, the precise mix of pay cuts or other savings measures will 
have varied.

In October 2018, an agreement was reached by the parties at the Workplace Relations Com-
mission in relation to a process of pay restoration for staff employed in a pilot group of 50 sec-
tion 39 organisations who are funded by way of a Service Level Agreement (SLA). A further 
WRC engagement followed in December 2020 in relation to a final phase of 250 SLA funded 
organisations who were identified as part of the earlier agreement. 

Pay restoration was applicable to Section 39 organisations who met certain criteria, rather 
than types of individual workers that are employed in them. The list of section 39 organisations 
that was compiled, included only agencies that had service arrangements in place back in 2013 
and that were still under service arrangements in 2019. Only organisations who received in 
excess of an agreed, specified amount from the HSE by way of the Service Level Agreement 
process were included.  

It must be acknowledged that Section 39 organisations are privately owned and run and that 
their terms and conditions of employment, once in line with employment legislation, are strictly 
between the employer and the employee. Consequently, it would be beyond the remit of the De-
partment of Health to comment on terms and conditions of employment of a Section 39 agency. 

For clarification, the purpose of the pay restoration agreement was to restore pay to similar 
levels prior to any cuts being imposed by Section 39 employers.

I can also confirm that there is no scope to revisit the eligibility criteria for the process and 
that the process has reached a final resolution.

27/07/2021WRXXXX02700Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRXXXX028001962. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the funding available from his 
Department for a one-off capital project for the oldest branch of an organisation (details sup-
plied) in Ireland; the contact details within his Department for a person that this organisation 
can liaise with; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36000/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXX02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): To be considered for capital invest-
ment, all capital development proposals/submissions must be approved by the relevant Hospital 
Group or Community Health Organisation (CHO) before being forwarded to the relevant HSE 
Directorate for support / approval and prioritisation. It is then submitted to the HSE National 
Capital and Property Steering Committee. The HSE’s National Capital and Property Steering 
Committee appraises all project submissions to recommend the selection of projects for inclu-
sion in the Capital Plan, subject to funding availability

The HSE develop a Capital Plan each year guided by national healthcare strategies, policies 
and Government priorities and having regard to the available funding and the number of large 
national capital projects currently underway. In drafting this plan, priority must be given to 
meeting contractual commitments.

It is important to recognise that all capital development proposals must progress through a 
number of approval stages, in line with the Public Spending Code, including detailed appraisal, 
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planning, design and procurement before a firm timeline or funding requirement can be estab-
lished.

The final decision to proceed with the construction of a project cannot be made until the ten-
der process has been completed and the costings reviewed to ensure that the proposal remains 
affordable and delivers value for money.

27/07/2021WRXXXX03000Health Services

27/07/2021WRXXXX031001963. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the case of a person (details supplied); if the matter will be investigated further; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36001/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXX03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): There is a formal 
complaints process for issues concerning individuals or services under the aegis of the Health 
Service Executive (HSE).  Details of this procedure are on the HSE website at www.healthcom-
plaints.ie.  Where an individual is not satisfied with the response they receive, they may wish 
to take their complaint further by seeking a review from the HSE’s Director of Advocacy or the 
Office of the Ombudsman.  The Ombudsman may be contacted at:

Office of the Ombudsman, 18 Lower Leeson Street, Dublin 2, Tel. (01) 639 5600 / Lo-call 
(1890) 22 30 30 and via e-mail at ombudsman@ombudsman.gov.ie (website is www.ombuds-
man.ie).

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shutdown of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point. 

27/07/2021WRXXXX03300Disability Services

27/07/2021WRXXXX034001964. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the funding that is available 
for a group to set up a summer camp for children with autism (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36003/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXX03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRXXXX03600Tax Rebates

27/07/2021WRXXXX037001965. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a recommendation from his 
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office will be given that a VAT refund is appropriate for a group (details supplied). [36005/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXX03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My Department may provide a letter of 
support to a registered charity, recommending a refund of Value Added Tax (VAT), providing 
that the request meets certain criteria. The basis for the refund of VAT is set out under the Value-
Added Tax (Refund of Tax) (No. 23) Order, 1992.

The criteria for issuing a letter of support for a refund are:

Medical equipment must have cost in excess of €25,395 (EX VAT)Purchase made using 
voluntary donations.  No part of the funds used were provided by the state or any body/group 
funded by the state.Purchase made using voluntary donations.  No part of the funds used were 
provided by the state or any body/group funded by the state.

The hospital/charitable body seeking the refund (in this case the Friends of Mullingar Hos-
pital) should provide the following documentation:

Invoice Completed VAT 72 Form Letter of confirmation that the equipment was donated 
Confirmation that the equipment has been received by the relevant department and is in use. 

27/07/2021WRXXXX03900Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRXXXX040001966. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
supplied) can expect an appointment for surgery at the Mater Hospital, Dublin. [36006/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXX04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRXXXX04200Hospital Staff

27/07/2021WRXXXX043001967. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the number of intern 
doctors currently employed at Mayo University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [36014/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXX04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Saolta Hospital Group advise that there 
are currently 13 Interns covering Surgery and Medicine in Mayo University Hospital, which is 
set to increase to 14 in the coming weeks.  

27/07/2021WRXXXX04500Medical Cards

27/07/2021WRXXXX046001968. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when a medical card will 
issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36015/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXX04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
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to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT 
systems.

The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity 
and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is 
again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamen-
tary Questions at that point. It should also be noted that Oireachtas Members may contact the 
HSE Primary Care Reimbursement Service through the dedicated phone line at 018647180 for 
further information and assistance with medical card applications.

27/07/2021WRXXXX04800Medical Cards

27/07/2021WRXXXX049001969. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health the reason the drug antepsin 
was removed from the medical card scheme. [36016/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXX05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRXXXX05100Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRXXXX052001970. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health the process by which drugs 
are removed from the medical card scheme; and when general practitioners are subsequently 
informed when a given drug is removed in order to inform their patients and change their pre-
scriptions. [36017/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXX05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRXXXX05400Primary Care Centres

27/07/2021WRXXXX055001971. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the construction cost 
of the Ballina primary care centre; the annual rent including VAT; the annual average service 



Questions - Written Answers

984

charge; if the centre will enter into public ownership at the end of the 25 year operational lease 
arrangement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36031/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXX05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRXXXX05700Primary Care Centres

27/07/2021WRXXXX058001972. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health if there is scope for ad-
ditional beds to be provided in Ballina, County Mayo following the transfer of services to the 
expanded primary care centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36032/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXX05900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shutdown of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRXXXX06000Prescriptions Charges

27/07/2021WRXXXX061001973. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion Nos. 205 of 4 May 2017, 777 of 6 September 2019, 501 of 5 November 2019, 745 of 20 
May 2020 and 1251 of 8 September 2020, the progress made on addressing an issue raised 
(details supplied); if this matter will be considered with greater urgency in view of the Covid-19 
emergency and the fact that many in the vulnerable categories are affected; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [36036/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXX06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My Department is aware of the issue 
raised by the Deputy where a prescribed dosage requiring different medication strengths results 
in separate prescription charges and it is currently under consideration. Engagement with the 
HSE in regard to a solution is ongoing.

27/07/2021WRXXXX06300Health Services

27/07/2021WRXXXX064001974. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the status of the recommendation 
contained in the 2018 report, A Trauma Service for Ireland, for a comprehensive fracture liai-
son service to provide high quality, evidence-based care to those who suffer a fragility fracture; 
when he expects the service to be fully functioning; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [36037/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXX06500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
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to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRXXXX06600Health Services

27/07/2021WRXXXX067001975. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health if he will continue in 2022, the 
initiative announced in January 2021 to make available to general practitioners increased direct 
access to diagnostic services, such as X-Rays, CT scans, MRIs, and DEXA; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [36038/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXX06800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In Budget 2021, a significant invest-
ment of €25m was allocated to implement an expanded programme of structured access to di-
agnostics services for GPs. The aim of this initiative is to address the situation whereby patients 
can be inappropriately referred to hospital Emergency or Outpatient Departments to access 
diagnostics, thus exacerbating ED overcrowding or necessitating excessive waiting times for 
patients to access the required scans. 

The GP Access to Diagnostics programme was successfully launched in January of this 
year. As of the most recently available data from the HSE in early May, there had been a total of 
22,051 scans of various modalities provided, with almost 70% of these being MRI scans. The 
very latest information on the scheme is unfortunately not available due to the ongoing effects 
of the recent cyber-attack on the HSE’s ICT systems. However, the number of scans and tests 
which have been provided at this date can expected to be significantly higher than the May fig-
ures, particularly as the service is currently available to the full population

My Department and the HSE will review this programme in context of the Estimates pro-
cess for 2022, but it is clear that improved access to diagnostics in primary care settings is a cru-
cial part of Sláintecare reform.  I wish to assure the Deputy that I certainly anticipate that I will 
be in a position to support the continuation of this initiative, which has been widely welcomed 
by GPs and has already benefitted many thousands of individual patients. 

27/07/2021WRXXXX06900Disability Services

27/07/2021WRXXXX070001976. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that children such as a child (details supplied) have now been left without services 
and therapies; and when these services and therapies will be reinstated. [36060/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXX07100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.
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27/07/2021WRYYYY00200Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRYYYY003001977. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the reason the inquiry into the 
historical licensing and use of the anti-epileptic drug sodium valproate epilim has not com-
menced yet; and when the inquiry is set to commence. [36061/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYY00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Details of the proposed inquiry into the 
historical licensing and use of sodium valproate in Ireland are currently being considered by 
officials within the Department of Health.

27/07/2021WRYYYY00500Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRYYYY006001978. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of ancillary staff that 
were recruited to administer to the additional 100 multidisciplinary posts that were allocated 
to children’s disciplinary services in 2020; the additional cost of recruiting the 100 multidisci-
plinary posts and the ancillary staff that were recruited to administer to them, respectively; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [36062/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYY00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRYYYY00800Disability Services

27/07/2021WRYYYY009001979. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of persons with a 
disability who have been moved from a congregated settings into a community setting in each 
of the years 2017 to 2020; the amount of funding that was allocated for transferring persons 
with a disability from a congregated settings into a community setting in the same period; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [36063/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYY01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRYYYY01100Disability Services

27/07/2021WRYYYY012001980. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of persons with a 
disability who remain in a congregated setting; the estimated cost for moving the remaining 
persons with a disability in a congregated setting to a community setting; and if he will make a 
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statement on the matter. [36064/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYY01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): Almost ten 
years ago, the Time to Move on from Congregated Settings Report identified approximately 
4,000 people with disabilities living in congregated type settings. The 2011 Report expected 
that decongregation could happen at a much faster pace than was actually possible.

Since 2014, the Transforming Lives Programme provides the framework for implementa-
tion and for putting policy into practice across key reports, including  Time to Move on from 
Congregated Settings in respect of residential centres, 

Today less than 2,000 people live in congregated settings.

The Programme for Government – ‘Our Shared Future’ includes a commitment to continue 
with moving people out of old style congregated settings, into new homes within the commu-
nity, with the necessary supports.

Today, people are being supported to live lives of their choice out in the community. Several 
congregated settings have closed fully and many more have closed specific units within the 
centres.

Thoughtful planning, capacity building work with stakeholders and sharing the learning 
across services is enabling meaningful person-centred planning and transitions that are sustain-
able.  

While the pace of change has been slow in some services, there is momentum and progress 
is being made.  

Budget 2021 provides for an unprecedented level of investment in disability services, with 
the investment of €100m for new initiatives in 2021. The increased level of funding in 2021 will 
enable us to build on initiatives currently underway, including the decongregation programme, 
with a renewed focus on assisting people to move out of congregated settings to homes in the 
community. The HSE has prioritised the transition of a further 144  people from congregated 
settings in 2021 under its Service Plan. 

As the numbers in the large settings continues to fall, the people still remaining in these 
services have access to better living conditions and share with fewer people.

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRYYYY01400Capital Expenditure Programme

27/07/2021WRYYYY015001981. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the estimated additional cost of 
increasing the funding to the Capital Programme for Disabilities by 5%, 10% and 25% respec-
tively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36065/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYY016001982. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the estimated number of addi-
tional housing units that would be delivered if the funding to the Capital Programme for Dis-
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abilities was increased by 5%, 10% and 25% respectively; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [36066/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYY01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 1981 
and 1982 together.

The Health capital allocation for disabilities in 2021 is €20m. 

Capital funding for the Health Sector in the ten years of the National Development Plan 
(NDP) is €10.9 billion. A structured, in depth review of the NDP was initiated by Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER) in Q4 2020 as set out in the Programme for Govern-
ment. This process has two phases and aims to align the priorities identified in the Programme 
for Government (including implementation of Sláintecare) with the associated resourcing re-
quirements.

My department made a detailed submission outlining sectoral strategies and drivers of de-
mand. The Phase 1 report was published on April 4th, 2021. Phase 2 is about to be concluded 
and will inform the prioritisation of projects in the HSE Programme and the related allocation 
for disabilities. 

  Question No. 1982 answered with Question No. 1981.

27/07/2021WRYYYY01900Special Educational Needs

27/07/2021WRYYYY020001983. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the estimated additional cost of 
increasing funding for the home-based summer July provision programme for children with 
complex needs by 5%, 10% and 25% respectively; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [36067/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYY02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I wish to advise 
the Deputy that July Provision is a matter for the Department of Education.

27/07/2021WRYYYY02200Special Educational Needs

27/07/2021WRYYYY023001984. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the estimated additional cost of 
increasing funding for the HSE-led summer July provision programme for children with com-
plex needs by 5%, 10% and 25% respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36068/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYY02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the Health Service Executive 
(HSE).  However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to 
access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which 
has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems.  The disruption to service is on-going 
and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and to resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point. 

27/07/2021WRYYYY02500Disability Services
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27/07/2021WRYYYY026001985. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the estimated additional cost of 
increasing funding for expanding the capacity of day services for persons with a disability by 
5%, 10% and 25% respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36069/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYY02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRYYYY02800Disability Services

27/07/2021WRYYYY029001986. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the unmet need in day services 
for persons with disabilities in 2018, 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [36070/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYY03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRYYYY03100Disability Services

27/07/2021WRYYYY032001987. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the estimated timeframe for a 
full return of day services for persons with a disability; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [36071/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYY03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): Day services 
re-opened at 39% capacity at service locations throughout August and early September of 2020, 
and by end of January 2021 this had increased to 51%. The combination of supports in the loca-
tion, outreach supports, and remote supports provides an overall quantum of support to service 
users of over 60% at the end of January. The increase in day service capacity was supported by 
additional funding of €30 million provided in Budget 2021 to increase capacity in buildings and 
provide extra staff. This funding provided an increase in day services by an average of one day 
a week for 14,940 people against September 2020 service levels.

For the duration of the COVID-19 emergency day service capacity is reduced, this is due 
to the physical limitations of the buildings available, the lack of mainstream community activi-
ties, and the continued restrictions imposed by social distancing guidance. Many people with 
disabilities have underlying health conditions, and as the threat of COVID-19 remains, unfor-
tunately so too does the need for these restrictions.

The vaccination process for staff and service users is well underway across day services, and 
all service providers should now be delivering a minimum of 60% of pre-COVID levels of lo-
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cation-based supports. For those in residential services, currently their day service supports are 
largely being provided in their residence, however some service users have returned to their day 
service location, and it is now expected that all residential service users that received their day 
service at a location pre-COVID should begin to resume location-based day service supports.

The HSE is in the process of establishing the vaccination status of all staff and service users 
in day services. Once   established, the HSE will engage with Infection Prevention and Control 
(IPC) on what further easing of restrictions can appropriately be applied to day services. Those 
attending day services have been vaccinated as part of cohort 4, people aged 16-69 years and at 
very high risk of severe COVID-19 disease. The administration of the second vaccine dose for 
this cohort began in the week beginning May 10th and is expected to be complete by early July.

The IPC guidance are kept under constant review and updates will be provided in the months 
ahead on further restoration of day services.

27/07/2021WRYYYY03400Disability Services

27/07/2021WRYYYY035001988. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the estimated additional cost for 
the establishment of community-based neuro-rehabilitation teams in each CHO here; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [36072/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYY036001989. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of community-based 
neuro-rehabilitation teams here currently; the CHO they are based in; the estimated timeframe 
for the establishment of the remaining neuro-rehabilitation teams in the CHOs in which they are 
currently not based; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36073/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYY03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1988 and 1989 together.

As these Parliamentary Questions relate to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 1989 answered with Question No. 1988.

27/07/2021WRYYYY03900Disability Services

27/07/2021WRYYYY040001990. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the estimated additional cost of 
increasing funding for respite for persons with a disability by 5%, 10% and 25% respectively; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36074/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYY041001991. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the number of additional respite 
hours that would be delivered by increasing the funding for respite for persons with a disability 
by 5%, 10% and 25% respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36075/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYY04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 1990 and 1991 together.
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As these Parliamentary Questions relate to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 1991 answered with Question No. 1990.

27/07/2021WRYYYY04400Disability Services

27/07/2021WRYYYY045001992. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the estimated additional cost of 
increasing funding for personal assistants for persons with a disability by 5%, 10% and 25% 
respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36076/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYY04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the Health Service Executive 
(HSE).  However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to 
access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which 
has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems.  The disruption to service is on-going 
and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and to resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point. 

27/07/2021WRYYYY04700Disability Services

27/07/2021WRYYYY048001993. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the estimated number of addi-
tional personal assistant hours that would be delivered by increasing the funding for personal 
assistants for persons with a disability by 5%, 10% and 25% respectively; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [36077/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYY04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the Health Service Executive 
(HSE).  However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to 
access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which 
has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems.  The disruption to service is on-going 
and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and to resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point. 

27/07/2021WRYYYY05000Disability Services

27/07/2021WRYYYY051001994. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion Nos. 1014 and 1015 of 31 March 2021, the breakdown by specific therapy category of the 
100 therapy posts that were allocated to children’s disability services under the HSE National 
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Service Plan 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36078/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYY05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRYYYY05300Disability Services

27/07/2021WRYYYY054001995. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the whole-time equivalent thera-
py posts in the Children’s Disability Service in 2021, 2020, 2019 and 2018; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [36079/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYY05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRYYYY05600Disability Diagnoses

27/07/2021WRYYYY057001996. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 1014 and 1015 of 31 March 2021, the percentage of assessments of need that were 
overdue from 30 June 2020 that are now complete; if it is still anticipated that most of the CHO 
areas will have eliminated their assessments of need backlogs by the end of quarter 2 of 2021; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36080/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYY05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): While the num-
ber of overdue Assessment of Need stood at approximately 6,500 in June 2020, through a com-
bination of different measures, figures to the end of April 2021 show that approximately 5,115 
children have had completed Assessments, thus reducing the backlog to approximately 1,440 
cases.  A reduction of just under 79%. 3 Community Healthcare Organisations have cleared 
their backlog, one of which exceeded its target.

The Deputy is advised as the completion of overdue Assessments of Need is a HSE opera-
tional matter, and having regard to the recent cyber attack on its I.T. systems this is the latest 
information available.

27/07/2021WRYYYY05900Disability Services

27/07/2021WRYYYY060001997. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 1014 and 1015 of 31 March 2021, the number of children’s disability network teams 
that have currently been established; and if the remaining 60 teams will be established by the 
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end of quarter 2 of 2021. [36081/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYY06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRYYYY06200Disability Services

27/07/2021WRYYYY063001998. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the estimated number of ad-
ditional therapy posts that are needed to fully resource children’s disability network teams to 
an adequate level that will ensure timely access to both an assessment of need report and the 
subsequent access to the interventions identified in the assessments of need report; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36082/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYY06400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRYYYY06500Disability Services

27/07/2021WRYYYY066001999. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the progress of the personalised 
budgets demonstration pilot projects; the projected timeline for the completion of the demon-
stration projects; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36083/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYY06700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The report of 
the Task Force on Personalised Budgets was launched by Minister McGrath in July 2018. The 
report set out how personalised budgets could work as a funding mechanism for people with a 
disability. 

Personalised budgets can help to provide people with disabilities with greater choice and 
control over the services and supports they receive. 

The Task Force reviewed national and international research and consulted with service us-
ers and their families. They recommended that the Department of Health, with the HSE, should 
establish a pilot project to test the delivery of personalised budgets -  the aim being to identify 
the best approach to roll-out personalised budgets following this pilot phase.

Funding can be spent on specific personal supports funded by the HSE such as employing 
your own support worker or having support staff at a time you choose. These supports will be 
agreed and identified in a personal support plan for each participant. The funding is allocated 
by the HSE.
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Funding cannot be spent on informal care from a partner or close relative or to pay for 
supports that would normally be provided by another Government Department or Statutory 
Agency, e.g. housing.

The Personalised Budget pilot is open to adults with a disability that are currently in receipt 
of HSE funded services. This included appropriate school leavers in 2019 and 2020. 

It is hoped that the pilot will have up to 180 participants over two phases who access day 
services, residential services, respite services, rehabilitative training and personal assistance.

Some other variables that the HSE are also considering in relation to the sample of partici-
pants include types of disability, complexity of need, CHO and type of funding models.

In order to take part in the pilot, participants submitted an expression of interest. Expres-
sions of interest for phase 2 closed in September 2020 and the HSE received 136 applications. 
Due to COVID-19 there was a pause in processing applications, so applications are still being 
processed.

There are currently 55 participants in the various stages of the pilot. This means that the 
pilot is running behind schedule. This is due to the COVID-19 pandemic, which resulted in the 
closure of services, and then the knock-on effect that this has had in making it difficult to recruit 
staff for the HSE team. The current restrictions are negatively impacting with the HSE’s ability 
to meet with individuals and progress. 

The Personalised Budget Office continues to embed the option of Personalised Budgets in 
each CHO through regular linking with Disability Managers and Day Opportunity Co-ordina-
tors, to offer advice and problem solving for participants.

In November 2020, I approved an extension to the pilot project until June 2022. This will 
facilitate applicant participation of 12 months minimum and allow time for a robust evaluation 
to be completed thereafter.

27/07/2021WRYYYY06800Disability Services

27/07/2021WRYYYY069002000. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the estimated additional cost of 
extending personalised budgets to all persons with a disability; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [36084/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYY07000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The report of 
the Task Force on Personalised Budgets was launched by Minister McGrath in July 2018. The 
report set out how personalised budgets could work as a funding mechanism for people with a 
disability. 

The Task Force reviewed national and international research and consulted with service us-
ers and their families. They recommended that the Department of Health, with the HSE, should 
establish a pilot project to test the delivery of personalised budgets -  the aim being to identify 
the best approach to roll-out personalised budgets following this pilot phase.

The Personalised Budget pilot is open to adults with a disability that are currently in receipt 
of HSE funded services. This included appropriate school leavers in 2019 and 2020. 

It is hoped that the pilot will have up to 180 participants over two phases who access day 
services, residential services, respite services, rehabilitative training and personal assistance.
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There are currently 55 participants in the various stages of the pilot. This means that the 
pilot is running behind schedule. This is due to the COVID-19 pandemic, which resulted in the 
closure of services, and then the knock-on effect that this has had in making it difficult to recruit 
staff for the HSE team. The current restrictions are negatively impacting with the HSE’s ability 
to meet with individuals and progress. 

In November 2020, I approved an extension to the pilot project until June 2022. This will 
facilitate applicant participation of 12 months minimum and allow time for a robust evaluation 
to be completed thereafter. Following this evaluation, a decision will be made on rolling out 
Personalised Budgets to all persons with a disability. 

27/07/2021WRYYYY07100Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRYYYY072002001. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the estimated level of additional 
funding that will be needed to cover the cost of Covid-19 recovery for organisations deliver-
ing services to persons with disabilities in 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36085/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYY073002107. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the estimated additional funding 
that will need to be allocated to organisations delivering services to persons with disabilities for 
Covid-19 related costs in 2022, by capital and resource funding and CHO in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [36546/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYY07400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2001 
and 2107 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the Covid-19 pandemic continues to present challenges to the 
delivery of health services, including in relation to those organisations delivering specialist dis-
ability services. 

The level of funding that will be required to meet the Covid-19 related costs of organisations 
which provide specialist disability services is a matter which will be determined in the context 
of the 2022 Estimates Process, and the 2022 Capital Planning Process, if appropriate. 

27/07/2021WRZZZZ00200Disability Services

27/07/2021WRZZZZ003002002. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the level of funding allocated 
for Covid-19 programmes in disability services in budget 2021 that has to date gone unspent; 
his views on whether the total allocation will be spent; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [36086/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZ00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2003 answered with Question No. 1934.
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27/07/2021WRZZZZ00600Care Services

27/07/2021WRZZZZ007002004. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the efforts he has made in respect 
of bringing forward an updated national carers’ strategy; the funding that has been allocated to 
date to review and update the strategy; the estimated additional funding required to conclude 
the review and publish the new strategy; the timeframe for the publication of the new strategy; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36088/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZ00800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland’s National Carers’ Strategy is 
designed around a core vision which recognises and respects carers as key care partners who 
are supported to maintain their own health and well-being, care with confidence and who are 
empowered to participate as fully as possible in economic and social life. 

Under the Strategy, a range of measures have been introduced or extended by my Depart-
ment to support family carers in recent years.  Most recently, the Government allocated €2 
million in Budget 2021 to advance the implementation of the National Carers’ Strategy, with a 
focus on providing a more standard package of supports to family carers in every region. My 
Department is currently working on the details of this allocation with the HSE.   

The Programme for Government contains a firm commitment to progress the review and 
update of the National Carers’ Strategy, and this is a priority for me, as Minister for Health.  To 
this end, my Department will undertake preparatory work this year in relation to the design, 
scope and workplan for delivering a review of the Strategy.  Furthermore, my Department is 
committed to keeping all the key stakeholders informed in relation to our progress in this area, 
including relevant government departments, representative organisations and those who advo-
cate on behalf of family carers.

27/07/2021WRZZZZ00900Disability Services

27/07/2021WRZZZZ010002005. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the funding that was allocated 
for assistive technologies in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021 respectively; the unmet need for 
assistive technologies in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021 respectively; the additional funding 
needed to increase funding for assistive technologies by 5%, 10% and 25% respectively; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [36089/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZ01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I wish to advise 
the Deputy that the issue of Assistive Technologies funding does not come within the remit of 
the Department of Health and that her question may be more appropriate for the Department of 
Education and Skills.  

27/07/2021WRZZZZ01200Disability Services

27/07/2021WRZZZZ013002006. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the level of funding that was 
allocated to the Health Research Board in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021; the level of funding 
that was allocated for the collection and analysis of disability service use and need; the esti-
mated additional funding required to improve data collection on disability that is identified in 
the report (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36090/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZ01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The core allocation to the HRB in 2019 
was €33.014m, in 2020 was €34.404m and in 2021 was €34.954m. The NASS captures infor-
mation about the use and need for disability-funded services. The level of spend for the collec-
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tion and analysis of disability service use and need in 2019 was €389,869, and in 2020 it was 
€489,274, while the expected spend for 2021 is €511,090.

The Transforming Lives programme (2014), is a national collaborative effort to build better 
services for people with disabilities. A key priority is to continue to deliver on the strategic aims 
and recommendations of the significant work and research of the Value for Money and Policy 
Review of Disability Services (2012). The priority objective is to address the need for a better 
service model for people with a disability where greater flexibility, choice and control from 
the service user perspective is central. Under Transforming Lives, the focus is on developing 
individualised person-centred supports to enable people with disabilities participate to their full 
potential in economic and social life in the community and be enabled to live ordinary lives in 
ordinary places. 

The National Ability Supports System (NASS) is a confidential database of statistical in-
formation which is used to aid the planning, development and organisation of HSE-funded dis-
ability support services and is managed by the National Health Information Systems Unit of the 
Health Research Board (HRB) on behalf of the Department of Health. 

This single Database replaces the National Intellectual Disability Database (NIDD) since 
1995 and the National Physical & Sensory Disability Database (NPSDD) in place since 2004. 
All individuals who receive or require a disability-funded service due to an intellectual disabil-
ity, or a persistent physical, sensory, neurological, learning, autism spectrum, and/or speech/
language disability arising from disease, disorder or trauma, should be registered on NASS.  
The Health Research Board publish annual Reports at www.hrb.ie/data-collections-evidence/
disability-service-use-and-need/publications/

The Disability Capacity Review - A Review of Disability Social Care Demand and Capac-
ity Requirements to 2032’, was published 16th July, 2021. The Review estimates the additional 
costs of meeting anticipated demographic change, of addressing unmet need for services, and 
of completion of the programme of closing residential institutions. The projections of increased 
requirement are from the 2018 level of services. 

The projections of services required to meet current and likely future demand provide a 
basis for multi-year planning, with a view to achieving best value for investment in disability 
services in relation to people’s needs. The analysis will support a sustainable planning approach 
to the delivery of specialist disability services and inform the annual Estimates processes in 
planning for cost-effective service delivery that best meets individual needs.

An interdepartmental Working Group, chaired by the Department of Health, will prepare an 
Action Plan, for consideration by the Cabinet SubCommittee on Equality and Social Policy by 
the end of this year. The Action Plan will set out the optimum approach over the period to 2025 
to meet projected demand.

Prepared under the 2019 Sláintecare Implementation Plan (action 1.3), the Disability Ca-
pacity Review updates and extends an earlier published forecast of future needs for disability 
services (to 2025). Drawing on the Health Research Board’s disability databases, the CSO’s 
population projections, and other data sources, it sets out future capacity requirements under 
different demand scenarios. The projections are based on pre-COVID-19 utilisation rates and 
cost base. The Report was peer reviewed by experts from the NDA, the HRB, the ESRI, and the 
Department of Health’s Research Unit.

27/07/2021WRZZZZ01500Disability Services
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27/07/2021WRZZZZ016002007. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the spending breakdown from 
the €2 million funding that was secured for the autism plan in budget 2020; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [36094/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZ01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRZZZZ01800Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRZZZZ019002008. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) is waiting on an appointment in a Drogheda hospital for surgery; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [36113/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZ02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRZZZZ02100Freedom of Information

27/07/2021WRZZZZ022002009. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he is satisfied in the 
context of the freedom of information publication scheme that all logs are published and up to 
date in compliance with the Freedom of Information Act 2014; if not, the reason they are not 
published; and if he will update them as a matter of priority. [36135/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZ023002010. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the amount collected on 
an annual basis since the Freedom of Information Act 2014 commenced in respect of fees at-
tached to freedom of information requests submitted to his Department. [36153/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZ024002011. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of freedom 
of information requests refused by his Department since the Freedom of Information Act 2014 
commenced for the reason that search and copy costs would exceed the maximum threshold; 
the number of requests that were subsequently granted following engagement with the request-
er to narrow the scope of the request; and the costs associated with same. [36171/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2009 
to 2011, inclusive, together.

My Department has no record of any Freedom of Information requests that were refused for 
the reason that search and copy costs would exceed the maximum threshold.  It is the policy of 
my Department to engage with any such requesters and to assist them with refining a request 
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that does not come within the scope of the Act.   

The Department strives to ensure that as much  information  as possible is available pub-
licly. However, the recent cyber security incident has impacted on  its ability to provide up to 
date information in some cases. Work on restoring access to affected systems is continuing. 

The amount collected on an annual basis since the Freedom of Information Act 2014 com-
menced in respect of fees are set out below: 

Search & Retrieval Fees Requested                  Internal Review Fees   

2014 - €375                                                               2014 - €30

2015 - €82                                                                 2015 - €150

2016 - €500                                                               2016 - €150

2017 - €324                                                               2017 - €180

2018 - €52                                                                 2018 - €270

2019 - €272                                                               2019 - €180

2020 - €563                                                               2020 - €180

  Question No. 2010 answered with Question No. 2009.

  Question No. 2011 answered with Question No. 2009.

27/07/2021WRZZZZ02800Health Services

27/07/2021WRZZZZ029002012. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the date to which the mor-
atorium regarding claims made by a company (details supplied) has been extended to in respect 
of National Paediatric Hospital Development Board in view of the fact it was due to cease at the 
end of June 2021 in relation to court actions being taken. [36180/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZ03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the National Paediatric Hospital De-
velopment Board (NPHDB) has statutory responsibility for planning, designing, building, and 
equipping the new children’s hospital. This includes assessment and defence of claims submit-
ted by the contractor under the construction contract.  I have therefore referred your question 
to the NPHDB for direct reply.

27/07/2021WRZZZZ03100Health Services

27/07/2021WRZZZZ032002013. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the status of the inde-
pendent employer representative that is engaged to adjudicate on the dispute between the Na-
tional Paediatric Hospital Development Board and a company (details supplied); the number of 
claims adjudicated on; the value of those claims; the eventual settlement that has been agreed; 
the number of outstanding claims; and the value of same. [36181/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZ03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I am aware that the main contractor 
has submitted a significant number of claims to the National Paediatric Hospital Development 
Board (NPHDB), which it alleges are outside the agreed scope of the construction contract. It 
is entitled to do so. However, the NPHDB has a revised and strengthened process in place for 
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the assessment of claims by the contractor in accordance with the construction contract. It is 
robustly defending all claims where, in the opinion of the Board and its advisors, there is no 
contractual entitlement. This is vital to mitigating the risk of escalating costs and delays on this 
project.  

Last month, as part of the NPHDB’s ongoing engagement with BAM, both parties agreed 
to a period of moratorium on claims. This will allow both parties to dedicate all their energies 
towards delivering the project as quickly as possible.

As the National Paediatric Hospital Development Board (NPHDB) has statutory respon-
sibility for planning, designing, building and equipping the new children’s hospital.  I have 
referred your question to the NPHDB for direct reply.

27/07/2021WRZZZZ03400General Practitioner Services

27/07/2021WRZZZZ035002014. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to ensure 
that it is attractive for general practitioners to take up positions in rural practices in view of the 
difficulty being experienced in many cases attracting new doctors to such practices when doc-
tors retire; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36182/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZ03600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is aware of the work-
force issues currently facing general practice, including those effecting certain rural areas, and 
has implemented a number of measures to improve recruitment and retention in general prac-
tice.

These include changes to the entry provisions to the GMS scheme to accommodate more 
flexible/shared GMS GP contracts, and to the retirement provisions for GPs under the GMS 
scheme, allowing GPs to hold GMS contracts until their 72nd birthday. Enhanced supports for 
rural GP practices have also been introduced. 

The 2019 Agreement on GP contractual reforms will see the Government increase invest-
ment in general practice by approximately 40% (€210 million) between 2019 and 2023, provid-
ing for significant increases in capitation fees for GPs who participate in the reform programme 
and the introduction of new fees and subsidies for additional services such as the chronic disease 
programme. The Agreement provides for increased support for GPs working in rural practices 
and for those in disadvantaged urban areas, and for improvements to maternity and paternity 
leave arrangements. 

The number of GPs entering training has been increased steadily over the previous years, 
rising from 120 in 2009 to 213 in 2020. Following the transfer of responsibility for training 
General Practitioners from the HSE to the Irish College of General Practitioners, the number of 
GPs entering training has further increased this year to 233.

These measures will see an increase in the number of GPs working in the State, improving 
access to GP services for patients throughout the country.

  Question No. 2015 answered with Question No. 1918.

27/07/2021WRZZZZ03800Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRZZZZ039002016. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will address a mat-
ter raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[36192/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZ04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRZZZZ04100Medical Indemnity Cover

27/07/2021WRZZZZ042002017. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the supports and safeguards 
that have been provided for vaccinators that do not have a professional indemnity insurance; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36193/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZ04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the 
HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRZZZZ04400Medical Indemnity Cover

27/07/2021WRZZZZ045002018. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the details in relation to in-
surance for vaccinators; if nurses who have been recruited as vaccinators and are former mem-
bers of their union will be covered by the union’s professional scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [36194/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZ04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2019 answered with Question No. 1903.

27/07/2021WRZZZZ04800Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRZZZZ049002020. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if permission will be given 
for novelty acts at weddings that can be carried out behind a perspex screen in a Covid-19 safe 
manner if live music continues not to be allowed at weddings; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [36228/21]
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27/07/2021WRZZZZ05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, on 29 
June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and society in line with 
Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status. However, as an excep-
tion, weddings already planned have been allowed to proceed with the planned increase in the 
number of guests to 50 at the wedding reception with protective measures from 5 July. 

Unfortunately, the outlook for the coming weeks is very uncertain and there is not yet an 
indication of when novelty acts will be permitted at weddings. This is outlined further in the 
Fáilte Ireland guidelines. These guidelines can be found online: covid19.failteireland.ie/opera-
tional-guidelines/ The epidemiological situation will be monitored on an ongoing basis and the 
level of restrictions will be kept under review by Government.

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines.

27/07/2021WRZZZZ05100Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRZZZZ052002021. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health if he will alter the current nation 
Covid-19 vaccination strategy in order that children with a cystic fibrosis diagnosis are priori-
tised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36229/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZ05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland welcomes the European Medi-
cines Agency age extension recommendation for the COVID-19 vaccines Comirnaty (Pfizer/
BioNTech) and Spikevax (Moderna) to include use in children 12+. The National Immunisation 
Advisory Committee is reviewing the matter and will make a recommendation as appropriate. 
Currently, Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccination Programme is administering vaccines to those aged 
16+.

27/07/2021WRZZZZ05400Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRZZZZ055002022. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health when the removal of the age cap 
on a vaccine (details supplied) will come into effect; when he expects pharmacies to com-
mence administering this vaccine to under 40s; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36244/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZ05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE is currently offering everyone 
who registers online an mRNA vaccine - either the Moderna or Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine - when 
it is available. People waiting for their first vaccination appointment also have a choice to opt-in 
or out of getting the AstraZeneca vaccine if it is available earlier than an mRNA vaccine. If opt-
ing for this vaccine, a person may be vaccinated sooner, depending on the availability of supply.

Alternatively, an individual can now get a COVID-19 vaccine at a local pharmacy if not 
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already vaccinated and are aged:

- 50 or over

- 18 to 34

Availability of pharmacy vaccines will depend on supply. Many pharmacies are offering 
people in these age groups the Janssen vaccine.

The latest group who can register online to get a COVID-19 vaccine are people aged 16 to 
17.

If over 18, people can still register if they haven’t already.        

27/07/2021WRZZZZ05700Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRZZZZ058002023. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of dentists 
that are registered for public treatment in each of the years 2016 to 2020, in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [36245/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZ05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRZZZZ06000Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRZZZZ061002024. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of registered 
complaints and or cases taken against dentists by medical card holders and non-medical card 
holders, respectively in each of the years 2016 to 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [36246/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZ06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The information sought by the Deputy 
is not held by my Department. The Dental Council, established under the Dentists Act 1985 is 
the regulatory body for the dental profession. The Dental Council deals with complaints con-
cerning breaches of its Codes of Practice. The Dental Council publishes the results of Fitness 
to Practise Inquiries where allegations of professional misconduct against a dentist have been 
proven together with the sanctions imposed.

With regard to any complaints made to the HSE by medical card holders, this is an op-
erational issue and therefore a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
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Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRZZZZ06300Hospital Facilities

27/07/2021WRZZZZ064002025. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the progress made to de-
velop elective only hospitals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36247/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZ06500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The development of elective hospital 
facilities in Dublin, Cork and Galway is in line with the National Development Plan, the Health 
Service Capacity Review, the Programme for Government and the Sláintecare Implementation 
Strategy & Action Plan 2021-2023.

The Elective Hospitals Oversight Group, under the joint governance of the HSE, Depart-
ment of Health and Sláintecare, is guiding the development of the elective hospitals, following 
the process outlined in the Public Spending Code.

A Strategic Assessment Report has been completed and approved setting out the rationale 
for investment, the alignment of the programme with strategic requirements of Government, 
some initial options and potential costs, and the governance of the programme. 

A Preliminary Business Case (PBC) is being prepared. As part of the process, the Oversight 
Group made a call for site submissions from private owners, the HSE, Land Development 
Agency and Hospital Groups. Submissions are undergoing evaluation to examine their suitabil-
ity with a view to recommending a single preferred option in each location. The site identifica-
tion process in Cork and Galway has been fully informed by discussions with relevant Hospital 
Groups.

Once completed, the PBC will be assessed by the Department of Public Expenditure & Re-
form and submitted to Government for consideration.

27/07/2021WRZZZZ06600Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRZZZZ067002026. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if he will report on access 
to indoor facilities for those who have not been able to avail of a vaccine to date and or those 
who cannot receive a vaccination; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36248/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZ068002235. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health his response to issues raised in 
relation to vaccine passports for indoor dining (details supplied). [37082/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZ069002385. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health his views on antigen test-
ing usage for return of indoor hospitality to ensure that non-vaccinated persons can be included 
in proposed return of indoor dining and drinking for this sector; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37658/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZ070002689. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if there is a plan in place 
to consider using a vaccine passport domestically or the EU Digital COVID Certificate in a 
national context; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38788/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZ071002697. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health if he has made provision for the 
use of hospitality by persons that are unable or choose not to avail of a Covid-19 vaccine; if he 
is considering the use of antigen testing in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [38805/21]
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27/07/2021WRZZZZ072002824. Deputy David Stanton asked the Minister for Health the situation with respect to the 
resumption of indoor dining for those who have received only one dose of a two shot Covid-19 
vaccination, having been advised by their medical practitioner against receiving a second dose 
for medical reasons; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39295/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZ073003099. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health the consideration that will be 
made in the domestic Covid-19 pass system for persons who are medically advised against 
receiving a Covid-19 vaccination. [40297/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZ07400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2026, 
2235, 2385, 2689, 2697, 2824 and 3099 together.

As the Deputies will be aware, on 29 June, Government announced the next phase of re-
opening the economy and society in line with Resilience and Recovery: The Path Ahead.

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme and the position had been broadly stable over the earlier part of June, the prevalence of 
the more transmissible Delta variant is rapidly increasing in Ireland and this poses a significant 
risk, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated. 

As of 26 July, indoor dining has reopened for fully vaccinated individuals and those who 
are considered immune as a result of recovering from a covid-19 infection in the previous six 
months. The HSE guidance on when a person is fully vaccinated is available online www2.hse.
ie/screening-and-vaccinations/covid-19-vaccine/get-the-vaccine/when-you-have-been-vacci-
nated/ 

Access to businesses is being restricted to those who are fully vaccinated or recovered as the 
risk is still high, however the system will be kept under review and Government will consider 
further phases of the reopening of hospitality as the epidemiological situation allows. Details 
of measures in place can be found online: www.gov.ie/en/publication/41f70-reopening-hospi-
tality/

Significant progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent months due to the 
huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved lives and limited 
the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent months we must 
continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health guidelines.

27/07/2021WRAAAAA00200Emergency Services

27/07/2021WRAAAAA003002027. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the funding provided to each 
local first responder group in 2019, by county in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [36259/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAA00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.
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27/07/2021WRAAAAA00500Disease Management

27/07/2021WRAAAAA006002028. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health his plans to include Crohn’s 
disease and inflammatory bowel disease on the list of illnesses covered under the long-term ill-
ness scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36260/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAA00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Long Term Illness Scheme was 
established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended). The conditions covered 
by the Long Term Illness (LTI) Scheme are: acute leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; 
mental illness (in a person under 16); cystic fibrosis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; mus-
cular dystrophies; diabetes mellitus; parkinsonism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; 
spina bifida; hydrocephalus; and conditions arising from the use of Thalidomide. 

Under the scheme, patients receive drugs, medicines, and medical and surgical appliances 
directly related to the treatment of their illness, free of charge.

There are no plans to extend the list of conditions covered by the scheme at this time. How-
ever, a review of the current eligibility framework, including the basis for existing hospital and 
medication charges, will be carried out under commitments given in the Sláintecare Implemen-
tation Strategy.

For people who are not eligible for the LTI Scheme, there are other arrangements which 
protect them from excessive medicine costs.

Under the Drug Payment Scheme, no individual or family pays more than €114 a month 
towards the cost of approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the cost 
burden for families and individuals with ongoing expenditure on medicines.

Those who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services 
for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card. In the assessment pro-
cess, the HSE can take into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family. Those 
who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail of a GP visit card, which covers 
the cost of GP consultations. 

Tax relief is also available on the cost of medical expenses. This includes medicines pre-
scribed by a doctor, dentist, or consultant. Relief is at the standard tax rate of 20%, and further 
information is available at www.revenue.ie.

27/07/2021WRAAAAA00800Medical Aids and Appliances

27/07/2021WRAAAAA009002029. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of publicly acces-
sible defibrillators in each county; the amount his Department has provided funding for in each 
county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36261/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAA01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): This matter relates to the work of the 
Out of Hospital Cardiac Arrest (OHCA) Steering Group. In 2019, this Group finalised an Out of 
Hospital Cardiac Arrest Strategy for Ireland, “Putting Survival at the Heart of the Community” 
and submitted it to the Health Service Executive (HSE) Commissioners, who have accepted the 
recommendation of the Steering Group.

As this Parliamentary Question relates to service delivery it  is a matter for the HSE. How-
ever, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the infor-
mation to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a 
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temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is 
working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas 
will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are 
encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRAAAAA01100Medical Aids and Appliances

27/07/2021WRAAAAA012002030. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health if it will be ensured publicly 
accessible defibrillators will be provided along the Barrow blueway; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [36262/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAA01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): This matter relates to the work of the 
Out of Hospital Cardiac Arrest (OHCA) Steering Group. In 2019, this Group finalised an Out of 
Hospital Cardiac Arrest Strategy for Ireland, “Putting Survival at the Heart of the Community” 
and submitted it to the Health Service Executive (HSE) Commissioners, who have accepted the 
recommendation of the Steering Group.

As this Parliamentary Question relates to service delivery it  is a matter for the HSE. How-
ever, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the infor-
mation to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a 
temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is 
working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas 
will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are 
encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRAAAAA01400Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRAAAAA015002031. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
can expect a date for surgery. [36328/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAA01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRAAAAA01700Social Workers Register

27/07/2021WRAAAAA018002032. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the number of complaints re-
ceived by HIQA relating to social workers in each of the years 2018 to 2020 and to date in 2021; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36329/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAA01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised 
I have asked CORU, Ireland’s multi-profession health regulator, to respond to the Deputy di-
rectly. Social workers are one of the health and social care professions regulated by CORU 
through statutory registration. HIQA does not have a role in the regulation of social workers.
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27/07/2021WRAAAAA02000Hospital Inspections

27/07/2021WRAAAAA021002033. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the hospitals inspected for as-
bestos in each of the years 2015 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; and the remedial 
works carried out on each. [36330/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAA02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRAAAAA02300Medical Cards

27/07/2021WRAAAAA024002034. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if the removal of a benign 
squamous papilloma in a general practitioner surgery is covered under the medical card system; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36331/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAA02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): This procedure is covered under the 
GMS scheme. However, the clinical decision to remove a benign squamous papilloma as a mi-
nor surgical procedure in the GP surgery would rest with the GP who would consider the size, 
location etc. of the papilloma, the suitability of the facilities available and the suitability of the 
patient for the procedure. 

In the event that the GP decides to proceed to remove a benign squamous papilloma as a 
minor surgical procedure in the GP surgery he/she may submit a claim to the HSE Primary Care 
Reimbursement Service for a ‘Special Item of Service’ fee under the GMS scheme.

Where a GP provides this service to a patient, the GP is precluded from charging additional 
costs to the patient under the terms of the GMS Contract.

27/07/2021WRAAAAA02600Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRAAAAA027002035. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to reports that persons fully vaccinated with a vaccine (details supplied) while travelling from 
Canada to the USA for an event were prevented from attending as the vaccine is not FDA ap-
proved; his views on the fact that this may cause significant issues for persons fully vaccinated 
with this vaccine in Ireland intending to travel to the USA for essential travel currently and 
non-essential travel when permitted; if there are issues along these lines with other vaccines; if 
there are other countries to which travel may be problematic; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [36332/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAA02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): There is comprehensive information 
on international travel on gov.ie/travel and www.dfa/travel and passengers are encouraged to 
check the public health advice and restrictions in place in the destinations they are travelling to 
before embarking.
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27/07/2021WRAAAAA02900Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRAAAAA030002036. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health his views on the article in a news-
paper (details supplied) and the statement in the article to enhance family member involvement 
through legislation and policy and through mental health provision; the status on this matter; 
and if there will be new legislation proposed to achieve same. [36333/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAA03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I am very sup-
portive of family involvement in a person’s mental health care and treatment. I believe that it 
should be encouraged and supported to the greatest extent possible, with the person’s consent.  

The Deputy may be aware that the draft Heads of Bill to amend the Mental Health Act were 
approved by Government on 13 July and are available on the Department of Health’s website at 
gov.ie - Draft Heads of a bill to amend the Mental Health Act 2001 (www.gov.ie).

The publication of the draft heads follows a review of the Mental Health Act which took 
account of the 165 recommendations of an Expert Group Review of the Act that was published 
in 2015, along with extensive consultation with the HSE, the Mental Health Commission and 
other key stakeholders. 

The draft Heads of Bill also take into account Ireland’s international obligations, including 
the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, as well as recent legislative changes in Ireland, most significantly the As-
sisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 and the Mental Health (Amendment) Act 2018.

Finally, in March and April 2021, the Department undertook a public consultation as part 
of the review of the 2001 Act. Submissions were received from a broad range of stakeholders, 
including family members and carers. 

The feedback from this consultation was carefully considered and informs the final draft 
legislation. I would like to assure the Deputy that I will look into and consider every feasible 
option available to enhance family involvement in a manner that respects the rights of the indi-
vidual, and encourage and support people to involve their families in their care and treatment in 
the context of mental health service delivery.  

I would point out that current mental health legislation and policy does not preclude the 
involvement of family members, and indeed, family involvement is already encouraged as part 
of Sharing the Vision, our national mental health policy, and the Mental Health Commission’s 
Quality Framework for Mental Health Services. In practice, most mental health care provided 
is based on the involvement of family members, with the support of the mental health service.

The Expert Group recommended that a person should be able to consult with a family mem-
ber or advocate when making a decision about their treatment, involve family in the admission 
process and that family members should be involved in discharge planning.

The feedback on family involvement received through submissions as part of the public 
consultation was in line with the Expert Group recommendations. Many highlighted the im-
portance of family/carer involvement in a person’s treatment planning and in the discharge 
planning processes. They also highlighted that families should be provided with information 
and support when their family member is receiving treatment, and at follow up stage when the 
person is back in the community. These submissions also highlighted the importance of respect-
ing the person’s autonomy and their right to make decisions about their own care and treatment.  

Of note, the Expert Group did not recommend that a person’s medical information be shared 
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without the person’s consent.  However, information can and should be disclosed where a per-
son is at serious risk of harm to themselves or others and this includes, for example, where a 
child or elderly person is at risk of violence or abuse. Medical Council guidelines specifically 
provide for this, and that course of action has always been available to doctors and health ser-
vices.

In addition, existing provisions within the Mental Health Act on involuntary detention pro-
vide a basis for the protection of a person or others around them, where there is risk of serious 
and immediate harm. 

27/07/2021WRAAAAA03200Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRAAAAA033002037. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) cannot have their hip operation; the reason it is taking so long to be called; the reason 
the allocated hospital has no record of the appointment; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [36334/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAA03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRAAAAA03500Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRAAAAA036002038. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the fact that the Owenacurra Mental Health facility, Midleton is to close by October 2021; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [36338/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAA03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Cork Kerry Com-
munity Healthcare notified me of its plan to close Owenacurra Approved Centre on a phased 
basis. The current building is not fit for purpose and cannot be brought to the standard required 
by the Mental Health Commission. The transfer of the 19 residents is the immediate priority 
of the HSE, with the future of the site to be considered at a later stage. Family members of 
residents have been contacted and further engagement will take place over the coming weeks.

27/07/2021WRAAAAA03800Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRAAAAA039002039. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the location that the 19 residents 
and patients will be redeployed to in east County Cork after the closure of the Owenacurra 
Mental Health centre, Midleton; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36339/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAA04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
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hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRAAAAA04100Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRAAAAA042002040. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the location that the staff at the 
Owenacurra Mental Health centre, Midleton, County Cork will be redeployed to after the clo-
sure in October 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36340/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAA04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRAAAAA04400Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRAAAAA045002041. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health his plans for the Owenacurra 
Mental Health centre, Midleton, County Cork once it closes in 2021; if the building is deemed 
not fit for purpose if it will be used for an alternative purpose; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [36341/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAA04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRAAAAA04700Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRAAAAA048002042. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the plans in place on the site of the 
Owenacurra Mental Health centre, Midleton, County Cork to reinstate the services that were 
there previously; if the existing building will be demolished and a new centre built in its place; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36342/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAA04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
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aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRAAAAA05000Health Services

27/07/2021WRAAAAA051002043. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health when chiropody services will 
be made available in Athenry, County Galway; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36343/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAA05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRAAAAA05300Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

27/07/2021WRAAAAA054002044. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which his 
Department continues to approve the Naas Hospital development plan with particular reference 
to the need to ensure the rapid advancement of the programme to facilitate the immediate and 
future needs of the hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36093/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAA055002242. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which the 
extension of facilities at Naas General Hospital remains an integral and necessary part of the 
capital programme; when the programme’s ambitions will be met in full; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37139/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAA05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2044 
and 2242 together.

There are a number of projects included in the Capital Programme for 2021 at Naas General 
Hospital. These include the Day Procedures/Endoscopy Unit, Oncology and Physical Therapy 
Unit and a new Acute Mental Health Unit.

Funding has been allocated to progress the project design for the Day Procedures/Endos-
copy Unit Oncology and Physical Therapy Unit project. The procurement of the design team is 
underway and nearing completion.

The scope of the Acute Mental Health Unit has changed considerably and is currently being 
reviewed. The service area has progressed an extensive exercise to examine latest delivered 
mental health projects including the National Forensic Mental Health Service Hospital facility 
in Portrane. Following this review, service requirements have been rescoped to incorporate dif-
ferent room layouts, wider corridors, and additional recreation space. Other scope changes have 
been made such as inclusion of a decking carpark and seclusion rooms. The schedule of accom-
modation has just been confirmed and the design team are now working on the Stage 1 report.

The delivery of capital projects is a dynamic process and subject to successful completion 
of the various approval stages as well of availability of funding. 



27 July 2021

1013

The development of a modular isolation unit providing 12 single isolation rooms at Naas 
General Hospital is currently being progressed. The final contract to construct this unit is ex-
pected to be agreed within the next two weeks with offsite fabrication and associated site works 
commencing in September.  Construction of the modular unit is due for completion in Q1 2022. 

27/07/2021WRAAAAA05700Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRAAAAA058002045. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health when he expects the EU Digital 
COVID Certificate to come into effect. [36346/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAA059002185. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the way in which the 
EU Digital COVID Certificate will be rolled out by the 19 July 2021 target date; the way in 
which persons who have been vaccinated can obtain the certificate; the reason the certificate has 
not been made available since 1 July 2021 in line with other EU member states; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36873/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAA06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2045 
and 2185 together.

The EU Digital COVID Certificate Regulation, which became directly applicable to EU 
member states on 1 July 2021, is designed to facilitate safe free movement of citizens in the EU 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Certificates issued under this Regulation hold digital proof 
that a person has either been vaccinated against COVID-19, received a negative test result, or 
recovered from COVID-19 in the last 6 months. It is valid in all EU Member States, including 
Ireland, EEA states and third countries recognised under an EU implementing act.

It should be noted that while the Regulation aims to facilitate free movement the EU Digi-
tal COVID Certificate is not a travel document and the possession of an EU Digital COVID 
Certificate will not be a precondition to exercise free movement rights. Travellers who do not 
have a Digital COVID Certificate can provide other verifiable forms of proof of vaccination, 
or a valid negative test under the current travel measures. Certificates based on vaccination and 
recovery are now being issued. Certificates based on negative tests for travel within the EU can 
be obtained from private testing services signed up to the Digital Covid Test Certificate Service.

27/07/2021WRAAAAA06100Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRAAAAA062002046. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health if the EU Digital COVID Cer-
tificate will come before Dáil Éireann for debate and examination before implementation. 
[36347/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAA06300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Information notes on the draft EU Digi-
tal COVID Certificate regulations were submitted for Oireachtas scrutiny in March 2021.

27/07/2021WRAAAAA06400Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRAAAAA065002047. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health if the EU Digital COVID Certifi-
cate will be used to regulate access to indoor dining and other hospitality in line with domestic 
Covid-19 restrictions. [36348/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAA06600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Act 1947 (Sections 31AB 
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and 31AD) (Covid-19) (Operation of certain indoor premises) Regulations 2021 came into op-
eration on 26th July 2021.

It is intended that the EU Digital COVID Certificates for vaccination and recovery will 
be the primary evidence used when going into a pub, restaurant, café or food court to access 
indoor hospitality. Other proofs of immunity include the HSE COVID-19 Vaccination Record 
and appropriate COVID-19 Certificates issued by other states.  Such certificates must contain 
confirmation that the person has been vaccinated, the date or dates on which the person was 
vaccinated and the vaccine used,   and also the state body which either delivered the vaccination 
programme or is authorised to issue the certificate.  Where a certificate is not in Irish or English, 
a translated version must be provided.  

People may also be asked for photo ID to prove that that EU Digital COVID Certificate, 
HSE COVID-19 Vaccination Record or other proof of immunity relates to them.  Acceptable 
forms of ID are a driving licence, passport, student ID, age card issued by An Garda Síochána, 
Irish residence permit, national identity card for international visitors, or any other official 
document (with photograph) issued by a state including Ireland.  Children under 18 accompa-
nying adults may also be asked for information to prove their age. Further information on the 
reopening of hospitality can be found on www.gov.ie.

27/07/2021WRAAAAA06700Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRAAAAA068002048. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Health if pharmacies will be per-
mitted to administer vaccines (details supplied) to the under 50s cohort in view of the NIAC 
recommendation that vaccines may be administered to persons aged under 50. [36363/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAA06900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRAAAAA07000Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRAAAAA071002049. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health if he will address a series of mat-
ters relating to vaccination and mandatory hotel quarantine (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36375/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAA07200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): States are designated under the Health 
Act 1947 by the Minister for Health on the advice of the CMO and following consultation with 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs and across Government as necessary. The list of designated 
states is under constant review. Each designation and revocation is informed by a detailed and 
individualised risk assessment on a country basis by public health experts and senior officials. 

Any person, other than an exempted traveller, who has been in a designated State within 14 
days of arriving in Ireland must pre-book accommodation in a designated quarantine facility 
and present for quarantine on arrival.
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Ireland procures COVID-19 vaccines through its participation in an EU procurement pro-
cess and their approval is by the Commission following recommendation by the EMA. At pres-
ent, the Sputnik vaccine has not received EMA approval. 

COVID-19 vaccines can only be approved and used if they comply with all the requirements 
of quality, safety and efficacy set out in the EU pharmaceutical legislation. No vaccine will be 
used until Market authorisation from the European Medicines Agency (EMA) is obtained and 
any authorised vaccine will be subject to ongoing monitoring in Ireland by the Health Product 
Regulatory Authority (HPRA).

Passengers who are fully vaccinated in accordance with the table below and have the docu-
ments to confirm this are not required to complete mandatory hotel quarantine on arrival in 
Ireland. 

What ‘fully vaccinated’ means: 

A full course of any one of the following vaccines Regarded as fully vaccinated after:

2 doses of Pfizer-BioNtech Vaccine: BNT162b2 (Comirnaty®) 7 days

2 doses of Moderna Vaccine: CX-024414 (Moderna®) 14 days

2 doses of Oxford-AstraZeneca Vaccine: ChAdOx1-SARS-COV-2 (Vaxzevria® or Covishield) 15 days

1 dose of Johnson & Johnson/Janssen Vaccine: Ad26.COV2-S   [recombinant] (Janssen®) 14 days

Dependents in the company of adults who are travelling on the basis of their status as a fully 
vaccinated traveller or a traveller who has recovered from Covid-19 and who have the docu-
ments to confirm this, will not be required to undergo mandatory hotel quarantine.

27/07/2021WRAAAAA07300Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRAAAAA074002050. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will clarify entry guidelines 
for a fully vaccinated Greek national wishing to visit Ireland for business reasons; and the re-
quirements for this person in order to enter Ireland according to health guidelines. [36326/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAA07500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): S.I. 135 of 2021 provides for the testing 
and quarantine travel measures for arrivals to Ireland from overseas based on their country of 
departure and whether they hold accepted evidence of vaccination, recovery or a negative RT-
PCR test result.

Currently passengers arriving into Ireland from inside the EU with valid proof of vaccina-
tion of an EMA approved vaccine are not subject to additional travel-related testing or quaran-
tine.

There is comprehensive information on international travel on gov.ie/travel and www.dfa/
travel and passengers are encouraged to check the public health advice and restrictions in place 
in the destinations they are travelling to before embarking.

27/07/2021WRAAAAA07600Disabilities Assessments

27/07/2021WRAAAAA077002051. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the measures that are be-
ing adopted to ensure early intervention assessments are carried out in a timely manner given 
that scope of assessment for children is from 0 to 4.11 years of age; the current wait time from 
screening assessments being carried out to receiving appointment for direct assessment for ser-
vice to ensure the necessary supports can be in place when commencing primary school; and if 
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he will make a statement on the matter. [36298/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAA07800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRBBBBB00200Thalidomide Victims Compensation

27/07/2021WRBBBBB003002052. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health if he will issue an apology on 
behalf of the State to all thalidomide survivors, both acknowledged and unacknowledged, for 
the specific mistakes that occurred in relation to their own individual circumstances. [36271/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBB004002053. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health if he will acknowledge the 
wrong that occurred by virtue of the State failing to timely withdraw thalidomide from the Irish 
market and the failing to acknowledge the existence of all thalidomide survivors resulting in 
unacknowledged thalidomide survivors. [36272/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBB005002054. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health if he will establish a compensa-
tion tribunal process for thalidomide survivors. [36273/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBB006002055. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health if it will be ensured a statutory 
healthcare package is provided for thalidomide survivors. [36274/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBB00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 2052 to 2055, inclusive, together.

There are a number of cases concerning thalidomide being case-managed by the High Court 
at present.  Therefore it would be inappropriate for me to comment on matters that are sub 
judice.  However, I would like to set out the ongoing supports provided to Irish survivors of 
thalidomide.

There are currently 29 Irish people in receipt of ex-gratia monthly payments for life from 
the Department of Health since 1975.  The annual figure for the Irish monthly payments ranges 
from €6,175 to €13,313 for each individual.  The rate of payment is related to each survivor’s 
level of thalidomide related injury.

In addition, the German Contergan Foundation also pay monthly payments to all thalido-
mide survivors including a lifelong monthly pension ranging from €8,928  to €100,765 an-
nually; annual special payments since 2009 of between €460 and €3,600; and annual specific 
needs payments since 2017 of between €5,676 and €14,700.

Both the German payments and the Irish ex-gratia monthly payments are exempt from tax, 
including Deposit Interest Retention Tax (DIRT), and are not assessable as means for the pur-
pose of Department of Social Protection payments.  

Each Irish survivor is also provided with health supports from the Irish State including a 
medical card on an administrative basis, regardless of means, along with access to a full range 
of primary care, hospital and personal social services.
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In April, 2010, the Government decided to provide additional financial assistance and a 
designated Senior Manager in the Health Service Executive to liaise with survivors in relation 
to meeting their ongoing health and personal social service needs.

I wish to inform the Deputy that work is underway in the Department of Health to bring 
forward legislative proposals on health and personal social services for Irish survivors of tha-
lidomide on a statutory basis.

It is open to any Irish person to apply to the German Contergan Foundation for assessment 
of their disability as being attributable to thalidomide.  Any Irish person who establishes that 
their injury is attributable to thalidomide will be offered appropriate supports by the Irish Gov-
ernment, commensurate with those currently provided to Irish thalidomide survivors.

  Question No. 2053 answered with Question No. 2052.

  Question No. 2054 answered with Question No. 2052.

  Question No. 2055 answered with Question No. 2052.

27/07/2021WRBBBBB01100Homeless Persons Supports

27/07/2021WRBBBBB012002056. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health the spend on homeless services 
by his Department and agencies under his remit for each year since 2013; and the estimated 
spend for 2021. [36414/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBB01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The Depart-
ment of Health and Health Service Executive (HSE) are responsible for the delivery of a range 
of health-related services and supports to homeless persons. Under the Health Acts, in particu-
lar the 1953 Act, the HSE has statutory obligations towards homeless persons; today this is un-
derstood to mean responsibility for the delivery of health and social care supports to homeless 
persons either directly or through Section 39 funded services.  Addressing the health needs of 
homeless persons and improving their access to healthcare is a key priority for the Department 
of Health and the HSE.

The Department of Health provides annual funding to the HSE for the health services and 
supports for homeless people.  In addition to targeted supports, people who are homeless can 
also avail of health services as provided for the general population. This includes services tar-
geted at low income households, such as medical cards and GP cards.

Expenditure on homeless health-related services by the Department of Health and associ-
ated agencies each year since 2013 is indicated below.

Year of Funding    Funding Amount    
2013  €33m
2014  €29.9m  (€3.3m transferred to Tusla for domestic refuges)   
2015  €30.9m 
2016  €31.5m 
2017  €32.6m
2018  €36m 
2019  €36m 
2020  €36m
2021  €39.79m plus €11m Covid 19 funding (estimated)  
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27/07/2021WRBBBBB01400Disability Services

27/07/2021WRBBBBB015002057. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Health the number of children await-
ing access to a speech and language therapist in CHO5 for over three, six, 12 and 18 months, 
respectively in tabular form. [36415/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBB01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRBBBBB01700Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRBBBBB018002058. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the details of the nature, value 
and duration of contracts with a company (details supplied) to provide services in relation to 
contact tracing. [36416/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBB01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRBBBBB02000Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRBBBBB021002059. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the details of the nature, value 
and duration of contracts with a company (details supplied) to provide services in relation to 
contact tracing. [36417/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBB02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRBBBBB02300Health Strategies

27/07/2021WRBBBBB024002060. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the progress on the report on 
the breastfeeding action plan; the status and timescale for the full implementation of each of its 
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elements; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36418/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBB02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this Par-
liamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, mem-
bers of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to 
answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point. 

I can confirm however that due to Covid 19 the timeframe for the implementation of the 
National Breastfeeding Action Plan has been extended from 2021 to 2022.

I can also confirm that in May of this year I announced significant investment towards 
implementing the HSE Breastfeeding Action Plan, with €1.58 million of funding to provide an 
additional 24 lactation consultants across hospital and community settings.

27/07/2021WRBBBBB02600Healthcare Policy

27/07/2021WRBBBBB027002061. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health the status of the new guidelines 
that are being suggested for HIQA, specifically the new regulations to replace the National 
Standards for Foster Care with the new Child Care Services Standard. [36419/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBB02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): HIQA  has a remit under the Health 
Act 2007 to set standards for Ireland’s health and social care services, and to monitor services 
against these standards. 

HIQA has advised the Department of Health that a draft set of standards for Children’s 
Social Services have been developed in line with HIQA’s standards development process. The 
draft standards have been informed by an evidence review, which is published on www.hiqa.ie, 
a public scoping consultation, feedback from an Advisory Group made up of a diverse range of 
interested and informed parties convened to inform the development of the standards, targeted 
focus groups with a wide range of key stakeholders in the area of children’s social services, and 
a six-week public consultation which ran from 10 March to 21 April 2021.

HIQA has advised the Department of Health it is within HIQA’s remit to develop supports 
to facilitate effective communication within and between services, and with children, families 
and foster carers.

HIQA has advised the Department of Health that it is continuing to engage with the Depart-
ment of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth as policy-makers, and with Tusla 
as the national service provider and commissioner of services, to identify and progress the de-
velopment and implementation of the Draft National Standards for Children’s Social Services.

27/07/2021WRBBBBB02900Assisted Decision-Making

27/07/2021WRBBBBB030002062. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health the reason the Assisted Decision-
Making (Capacity) Act 2015 has not yet been fully enacted over five and a half years later; the 
definitive timeline for its enactment given the human rights implications of the anachronistic 
Lunacy Regulation Act 1871 which is still being used; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [36420/21]
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27/07/2021WRBBBBB03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to advise the Deputy that com-
mencement of the Assisted Decision-Making (Capacity) Act 2015 is a matter for the Depart-
ment of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth.

27/07/2021WRBBBBB03200Health Services

27/07/2021WRBBBBB033002063. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the position of indoor ac-
tivity centres under the current reopening plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36421/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBB03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, on 29 
June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and society in line with 
Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead. 

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status.  

Disease incidence has increased rapidly in recent weeks, especially among those who are 
not yet fully protected through vaccination and the outlook for the coming weeks is very un-
certain.   

While gyms, swimming pools and leisure centres are now open for individual training, other 
indoor activity and leisure facilities remain closed. Unfortunately, due to current uncertainties 
with regard to the Delta variant there is not yet an indication of when indoor activity centres 
will reopen. The epidemiological situation will be monitored on an ongoing basis and the level 
of restrictions will be kept under review by Government. 

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines.

27/07/2021WRBBBBB03500Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRBBBBB036002064. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health if visiting restrictions at nursing 
homes will be further eased in view of Covid-19 numbers. [36422/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBB03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Health Pro-
tection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) has recently published updated guidance on visiting in 
long-term residential care: COVID-19: Normalising Visiting in Long Term Residential Care 
Facilities (LTRCFs). This guidance came into effect on 19 July. The public health advice is to 
restore visiting to near normal in terms of frequency of visits in those settings with a high level 
of vaccination of residents as quickly as possible, while also recognising the need to remain 
cautious as we continue to deal with the evolving risks associated with COVID-19.  

The new guidance provides that:

- Providers should put in place the necessary measures to progress to more normalised visit-
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ing and visiting frequency as quickly as possible in line with public health guidance with no 
more than two visitors at any one time.

- Routine visiting will no longer need to be scheduled in advance.

- There is no requirement to have a list of nominated visitors.

- The duration of the visit should not be limited.

- Fewer restrictions will apply to residents going on outings or visits outside of the nursing 
home.

In relation to outings, the guidance provides that outings and visits to a home can be facili-
tated if there is a high level of vaccination in the nursing home. Nursing home residents are 
reminded that they should follow public health advice while on outings from the nursing home. 
This means keeping distance from other people, regularly washing hands and wearing masks 
when indoors with people that might not be vaccinated. The guidance states that residents do 
not need to stay in their room on their return from a drive or visit. If a resident is not vaccinated 
the risk to them of going out to meet other people is a lot greater especially if the people they 
meet are not vaccinated. 

Notwithstanding the current positive epidemiological outlook and the cautious reopening of 
society, risks continue to remain and emergent risks such as variants of concern present ongoing 
challenges and the need for vigilance. Visiting arrangements should continue to take account 
of general public health advice and the necessary infection prevention and control measures, to 
reduce the risk of introduction and spread of COVID-19 and protect those living in our com-
munities. This is particularly important in the context of the increasing prevalence of the more 
transmissible Delta variant. This new variant poses a significant risk, in particular to those who 
are not yet fully protected though vaccination.  

Visitors are reminded of their responsibilities with regard to self-checks for COVID-19 in 
advance of visits, infection and prevention control and social interaction with all individuals, 
while in the nursing home.  

The guidance will be kept under continuing review as new evidence and data emerges. 

27/07/2021WRBBBBB03800Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRBBBBB039002065. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the case of students who will be going on Erasmus as a mandatory aspect of their col-
lege course in August 2021 given that as per the current projections many in this situation will 
not have been reached by the vaccination programme; if there are plans in place to deal with this 
cohort in advance of their scheduled departure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36485/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBB04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation 
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by 
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the 
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 Decem-
ber 2020. 

On the 23rd of February, I announced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Alloca-
tion Strategy. In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several 
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conditions associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, 
national and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed 
analysis of underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or 
death. 

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

On the 30th of March, the Government approved a further update to the COVID-19 Vacci-
nation Allocation Strategy. Based on clinical, scientific and ethical frameworks produced by the 
National Immunisation Advisory Committee and my Department, following the vaccination of 
those most at risk, future groups will be vaccinated by age, in cohorts of 10 years (i.e., 64-55; 
54-45, etc.). 

The move to an age-based model better supports the programme objectives by:

- protecting those at highest risk of severe disease first, which benefits everyone most; 

- facilitating planning and execution of the programme across the entire country; 

- improving transparency and fairness. 

Further details are available here: 

www.gov.ie/en/press-release/93f8f-minister-donnelly-announces-update-to-irelands-vacci-
nation-prioritisation-list/

Please note the latest group who can register online to get a COVID-19 vaccine are people 
aged 18 to 24.

If over 24, people can still register if they have not already.

27/07/2021WRBBBBB04100Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRBBBBB042002066. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if the use of heterolo-
gous vaccination for persons aged 60 years and over who have only received one vaccine (de-
tails supplied) to date is being considered in view of the threat posed by an increase in the Delta 
variant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36486/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBB04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland’s COVID-19 vaccination pro-
gramme strategy is to distribute all available vaccines as quickly as is operationally possible, 
prioritising those who are most vulnerable to COVID-19. The programme is based on the prin-
ciples of safety, effectiveness and fairness, with the objective of reducing severe illness, hospi-
talisations and deaths from COVID-19 infection. 

The immunisation programme in Ireland is based on the advice of the National Immunisa-
tion Advisory Committee (NIAC). The Committee’s recommendations are based on the preva-
lence of the relevant disease in Ireland and international best practices in relation to immunisa-
tion. It makes recommendations on vaccination policy to my Department. 

The NIAC review all data relating to COVID-19 vaccines on a rolling basis. Following the 
recommendation for use of vaccines against COVID-19 by the European Medicines Agency 
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(EMA) and authorisation for use by the European Commission, the National Immunisation 
Advisory Committee develops guidance for their use in Ireland which is contained in the Im-
munisation Guidelines for Ireland. These guidelines are continuously updated and include guid-
ance on all new vaccines as they are approved for use in Ireland. The current Guidelines state: 
There are currently four COVID-19 Vaccines authorised for use in Ireland. The vaccines are 
not interchangeable.

For vaccines that have a two-dose schedule, the same vaccine should be used for both doses. 

You can read the guidelines at: 

www.hse.ie/eng/health/immunisation/hcpinfo/guidelines/covid19.pdf 

There is insufficient evidence to recommend a change from the authorised two-dose Vaxzevr-
ia® schedule or to support giving an mRNA vaccine instead of the second dose of Vaxzevria®.

There is a need for further evidence on the safety and effectiveness of mixed (heterologous) 
vaccine schedules. Further information is expected in the coming months which may warrant 
an update of these recommendations.

27/07/2021WRBBBBB04400Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRBBBBB045002067. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health when vaccine registra-
tion will open for persons aged 30 to 35 years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36487/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBB046002068. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health when vaccine registra-
tion will open for persons aged 20 to 29 years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36488/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBB047002069. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health when vaccine registra-
tion will open for persons aged 18 to 20 years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36489/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBB04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2067 
to 2069, inclusive, together.

The HSE is currently offering everyone who registers online an mRNA vaccine - either the 
Moderna or Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine - when it is available. People waiting for their first vacci-
nation appointment also have a choice to opt-in or out of getting the AstraZeneca vaccine if it is 
available earlier than an mRNA vaccine. If opting for this vaccine, a person may be vaccinated 
sooner, depending on the availability of supply.

Alternatively, an individual can get a COVID-19 vaccine at a local pharmacy if not already 
vaccinated and are aged:

- 50 or over

-18 to 34

Availability of pharmacy vaccines will depend on supply. Many pharmacies are offering 
people in these age groups the Janssen vaccine. 

The latest group who can register online to get a COVID-19 vaccine are people aged 18 to 
24.
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If over 24, people can still register if they haven’t already.

  Question No. 2068 answered with Question No. 2067.

  Question No. 2069 answered with Question No. 2067.

27/07/2021WRBBBBB05100Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRBBBBB052002070. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health his plans for persons 
aged 18 to 49 to avail of an adenoviral vector vaccine subject to informed consent, further to 
the recent NIAC and NPHET recommendations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36490/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBB05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE is currently offering everyone 
who registers online an mRNA vaccine - either the Moderna or Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine - when 
it is available. People waiting for their first vaccination appointment also have a choice to opt-in 
or out of getting the AstraZeneca vaccine if it is available earlier than an mRNA vaccine. If opt-
ing for this vaccine, a person may be vaccinated sooner, depending on the availability of supply.

Alternatively, an individual can get a COVID-19 vaccine at a local pharmacy if not already 
vaccinated and are aged:

- 50 or over

- 18 to 34

Availability of pharmacy vaccines will depend on supply. Many pharmacies are offering 
people in these age groups the Janssen vaccine.

The latest group who can register online to get a COVID-19 vaccine are people aged 18 to 
24.

If over 24, people can still register if they haven’t already.

27/07/2021WRBBBBB05400Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRBBBBB055002071. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the consultation that has 
taken place with his colleague the Minister for Education further to the recent NPHET recom-
mendations; the preparations that are underway to address any potential impact that an increase 
in the Delta variant will have in educational settings; the measures that are being considered to 
ensure the public health response to Covid-19 is robust in these settings; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [36491/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBB05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to advise the Deputy that CO-
VID-19 measures in educational settings is a matter for the Department of Education.

27/07/2021WRBBBBB05700Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRBBBBB058002072. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the consultation that 
has taken place with his colleague Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science further to the recent NPHET recommendations; the preparations that are 
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underway made to address any potential impact that an increase in the delta variant will have 
on further and third-level settings; the measures that are being considered to ensure the public 
health response to Covid-19 is robust in these settings; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [36492/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBB05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to advise the Deputy that the 
COVID-19 measures in further and higher education settings  is a matter for the Department of 
Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science.

27/07/2021WRBBBBB06000Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRBBBBB061002073. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the status of the HSE 
review of the epidemiological profile and public health response to Covid-19 in educational 
settings further to the recent NPHET recommendations; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [36493/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBB06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to advise the Deputy that the 
response to Covid-19 in educational settings is a matter for the Department of Education.

27/07/2021WRBBBBB06300Hospital Facilities

27/07/2021WRBBBBB064002074. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the hospitals that enter into 
agreements to rent or lease parking space to outside companies; the revenue raised in each loca-
tion; the duration of the arrangement in each location; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [36494/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBB06500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point. 

27/07/2021WRBBBBB06600Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRBBBBB067002075. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if health authorities 
have communicated with church dioceses regarding first holy communion and confirmation 
ceremonies following the recent update to the Government’s plan Recovery and Resilience: 
The Path Ahead; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36495/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBB068002156. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if health authorities 
have communicated with church dioceses regarding First Holy Communion and Confirmation 
ceremonies following the recent update to Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [36684/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBB06900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2075 
and 2156 together.
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As the Deputy will be aware, on 29 June, Government announced the next phase of reopen-
ing the economy and society in line with Resilience and Recovery: The Path Ahead. 

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status.  

Disease incidence has increased rapidly in recent weeks, especially among those who are 
not yet fully protected through vaccination and the outlook for the coming weeks is very un-
certain.  

In line with the delay to other July measures, the current advice is that religious ceremonies 
(outside of weddings and funerals) should not go ahead at present. This is in recognition of the 
multi household, multi-generational nature of these events and linked social activities and is a 
response to concerns from public health across the regions in relation to gatherings of this na-
ture. Unfortunately, due to current uncertainties there is not yet an indication of when religious 
ceremonies will recommence. The epidemiological situation will be monitored on an ongoing 
basis and the level of restrictions will be kept under review by Government. 

Church leaders have been very supportive of the overall national public health response to 
date and the Government will continue to work with them to ensure that all ceremonies can 
return when it is safe to do so. 

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines.

27/07/2021WRBBBBB07000Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRBBBBB071002076. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he will clarify the 
public health guidelines now in place regarding First Holy Communion and Confirmation cer-
emonies scheduled to take place prior to 5 July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [36496/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBB07200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My Department has confirmed with the 
Deputy that this Parliamentary Question was withdrawn as given the passage of time the ques-
tion is now out of date.

27/07/2021WRCCCCC00200Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRCCCCC003002077. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health when first holy com-
munions and confirmation ceremonies will be permitted under Recovery and Resilience: The 
Path Ahead; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36497/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCC00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, on 29 
June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and society in line with 
Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.
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While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status. 

Disease incidence has increased rapidly in recent weeks, especially among those who are 
not yet fully protected through vaccination and the outlook for the coming weeks is very un-
certain. 

In line with the delay to other July measures, the current advice is that religious ceremonies 
(outside of weddings and funerals) should not go ahead at present. This is in recognition of the 
multi household, multi-generational nature of these events and linked social activities and is a 
response to concerns from public health across the regions in relation to gatherings of this na-
ture. Unfortunately, due to current uncertainties there is not yet an indication of when religious 
ceremonies will recommence. The epidemiological situation will be monitored on an ongoing 
basis and the level of restrictions will be kept under review by Government. 

Church leaders have been very supportive of the overall national public health response to 
date and the Government will continue to work with them to ensure that all ceremonies can 
return when it is safe to do so.

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines.

27/07/2021WRCCCCC00500Health Services

27/07/2021WRCCCCC006002078. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health the current availability of 
funding for respite in County Galway; the respite services that are available; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [36498/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCC00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCCC00800Primary Care Centres

27/07/2021WRCCCCC009002079. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the progress with regard to the 
Ballyboden primary care centre, Dublin 16. [36499/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCC01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
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Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCCC01100Substance Misuse

27/07/2021WRCCCCC012002080. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health when the HRB survey on drug 
and alcohol use will be published given a previous commitment of publication by end of Q2 
2021. [36500/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCC01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The National 
Drug and Alcohol Survey (previously called the Drug Use in Ireland and Northern Ireland Drug 
Prevalence Survey) is funded by the Department of Health and managed by the Health Re-
search Board. It is a general population survey of households to measure the extent and pattern 
of drug use among a representative sample of those aged 15 years and over in Ireland.

The National Drug and Alcohol Survey 2019-20 was published by the Health Research 
Board on 1st July 2021 and is available at www.hrb.ie/publications/publication/the-2019-20-
irish-national-drug-and-alcohol-survey-main-findings/returnPage/1/ 

27/07/2021WRCCCCC01400Healthcare Policy

27/07/2021WRCCCCC015002081. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that CUMH is still preventing partners from providing full support during all stages 
of labour and post-birth. [36501/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCC01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCCC01700Capital Expenditure Programme

27/07/2021WRCCCCC018002082. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase the level 
of capital funding to the National Orthopaedic Hospital, Cappagh; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [36502/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCC01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The capital funding for the Health Sec-
tor in the ten years of the National Development Plan (NDP) is €10.9 billion. A structured, 
in depth review of the NDP was initiated by Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
(DPER) in Q4 2020 as set out in the Programme for Government. This process has two phases 
and aims to align the priorities identified in the Programme for Government (including imple-
mentation of Sláintecare) with the associated resourcing requirements.   
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My department made a detailed submission outlining sectoral strategies and drivers of de-
mand. The Phase 1 report was published on April 4th, 2021.  Phase 2 is currently underway with 
ongoing discussions to agree an overall allocation for Health. We are awaiting an update on the 
allocations to conclude the Phase 2 work.  Once funding allocation under the NDP review has 
been determined, it will inform the prioritisation of projects in the HSE Programme and the 
related allocation to the National Orthopaedic Hospital, Cappagh.

27/07/2021WRCCCCC02000Hospital Services

27/07/2021WRCCCCC021002083. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Health his plans to increase the level 
of service provision at the National Orthopaedic Hospital Cappagh; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [36503/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCC02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCCC02300Health Services

27/07/2021WRCCCCC024002084. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health if the State-funded contra-
ception scheme will commence in January 2022; the timeline for providing universal access 
to contraception for all who need it; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36504/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCC02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): Following 
the recommendations of the Joint Committee on the Eighth Amendment of the Constitution, a 
Working Group was established in April 2019 to consider the range of policy, regulatory and 
legislative issues arising in relation to improving access to contraception in Ireland.

The Group’s high-level report, published in October 2019, identified the barriers that exist 
to accessing contraception and the mechanisms available to overcome those barriers, noting 
that any policy proposal must focus on accessibility, education, and workforce capacity as well 
as cost.

A sizable body of work remains to be addressed in order to develop and finalise the policy 
approach, bring forward the necessary legislative proposals and ensure the implementation of 
service delivery arrangements. 

It is however important to stress that my Department and this Government remain commit-
ted to providing free contraception over a phased basis, starting with women aged 17 – 25, as 
set out in the Programme for Government.

Progress on these issues has unfortunately been delayed until recently, given the need to 
focus on and prioritise the response to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. However, the Depart-
ment is currently assembling a Contraception Implementation Group, which will commence 
work imminently.

Some access to free contraception is already enabled, through the National Condom Distri-
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bution Service (NCDS), which was established by the HSE Sexual Health and Crisis Pregnancy 
Programme (SHCPP) in October 2015.The NCDS functions as a central point for distributing 
free condoms and lubricant sachets to HSE services and other organisations working with indi-
viduals and groups at increased risk of negative sexual health outcomes.

These include migrants; young people; gay, bisexual and other men who have sex with men 
(MSM); sex workers; people living with addiction issues and people living with HIV. From 
2017 to the end of 2019, the number of organisations ordering from the NCDS has doubled.

The service was extended to 3rd level institutions in late 2019. Third-level institutions can 
now order condom dispensers from the HSE, which enable the provision of free condoms and 
sexual health information to students on campuses nationwide. The SHCPP advises that 3rd 
level institutions will be contacted, prior to the commencement of on-campus attendance in 
September, with regard to their engagement with the NCDS.

Information leaflets are provided with the condom dispensers, which outline to students 
how to use condoms correctly, and emphasise the importance of using condoms consistently 
and every time sex happens. The information leaflets direct students to HSE - led and HSE-
funded websites for further information about sexual health and wellbeing; www.sexualwellbe-
ing.ie and www.man2man.ie.

It should be noted that, while oral contraception and various forms of long-acting revers-
ible contraception can be more effective at preventing pregnancy, condoms provide protection 
against STIs that is not provided by non-barrier forms of contraception. 

It is envisaged that continued expansion of the NCDS will be facilitated in line with de-
mand, in order to prevent sexually transmitted infection (STI) transmission and meet the sexual 
health promotion needs of people living in Ireland.

27/07/2021WRCCCCC02600Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRCCCCC027002085. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health if there are exemptions to per-
sons being charged for mandatory hotel quarantine; if so, the exemptions; the body to which a 
person can apply for the exemption; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36505/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCC02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Mandatory hotel quarantine has been 
introduced as one element of Ireland’s public health measures to combat the transmission of 
COVID-19. The Health Act 1947, as amended, provides that all persons arriving in Ireland 
from a designated state, or having travelled through a designated state in the previous 14 days, 
regardless of the duration of stay in these countries, are required to undergo mandatory quar-
antine in a designated facility unless they are an exempted traveller under the Act or have been 
vaccinated with an EMA approved vaccine.

The Health (Amendment) Act 2021 identifies those who are exempt from mandatory hotel 
quarantine and a full list of exemptions can be accessed on gov.ie/quarantine. 

A procedure is in place with the Department of Foreign Affairs Missions for deferrals of 
prepayment for Irish citizens and residents abroad in hardship circumstances. Irish citizens and 
residents who wish to make an application for deferral of fees relating to mandatory hotel quar-
antine should contact their local Irish Embassy or Consulate. Contact details for Embassies and 
Consulates are available at Embassies - Department of Foreign Affairs (dfa.ie).

Once in quarantine, guests can also contact the State Liaison Official (SLO) in the hotel and 
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request a deferral of payment which may be granted where the SLO is satisfied that the traveller 
concerned is unable to pay the charges while in the facility. Please note, however, that this is a 
deferral of payment and not waiver or exemption. 

Where a traveller has been granted an authorisation to defer the payment they can subse-
quently apply to the Minister for an exemption from the obligation to pay the charge specified. 

The Government continues to evaluate wider policy on international travel as informed by 
the epidemiological situation and public health advice, including the possibility of future ex-
emptions.

27/07/2021WRCCCCC02900Health Services

27/07/2021WRCCCCC030002086. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health if consideration will be given to 
ensuring both breasts are rescreened in the case that a person is recalled for assessment in rela-
tion to the BreastCheck programme. [36506/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCC03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCCC03200Health Promotion

27/07/2021WRCCCCC033002087. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the members of the new Obe-
sity Policy Implementation Oversight Group subgroup being set up to examine the Programme 
for Government commitment for a public health (obesity) Bill and to develop a scoping paper 
on the issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36519/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCC03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The Pro-
gramme for Government “Our Shared Future” published in June 2020 contained a commitment 
to “Work with key stakeholders to introduce a Public Health Obesity Act, including examining 
restrictions on promotion and advertising aimed at children”.  The policy instrument for obe-
sity in Ireland is “A Healthy Weight for Ireland’, the Obesity Policy and Action Plan (OPAP), 
which was launched in 2016 as part of the Healthy Ireland Framework.  The OPAP covers a 
10-year period up to 2025 and aims to reverse obesity trends, prevent health complications and 
reduce the overall burden for individuals, families, the health system, and the wider society and 
economy. 

The OPAP provides for a mid-term review to be carried out.  There are a number of elements 
which will inform the review, including an evaluation currently being carried out by the Health 
Research Board Centre for Health and Diet Research, University College Cork.  The review 
will lead to a revised set of actions for the OPAP, if appropriate, for the remaining lifetime of the 
plan.  The review provides the opportunity to consider developments and new evidence since 
the publication of the OPAP that will feed into the consideration of the development of a Public 
Health Obesity Bill. Given the multi-faceted and complex nature of the issues involved and as 
envisaged in the Programme for Government, extensive stakeholder consultation (including the 
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Obesity Policy Implementation and Oversight Group) will be part of this process.

27/07/2021WRCCCCC03500School Meals Programme

27/07/2021WRCCCCC036002088. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the members of the new food 
in schools forum; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36520/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCC03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The aim of 
the Food in Schools Forum is to bring together all partners working in the schools setting to 
help maximise the wide range of initiatives underway and to implement the commitments in the 
Healthy Ireland Strategic Action Plan (2021-2025).

Membership of the Forum consists of representatives of the Departments of Health, Edu-
cation, Social Protection, Agriculture, Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth; 
Safefood; Bord Bia; Grow It Yourself; the HSE; St. Angela’s College; Munster Technological 
University; and Agri Aware. 

27/07/2021WRCCCCC03800Health Promotion

27/07/2021WRCCCCC039002089. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the details of the new adult 
obesity campaign 2022-2025 being devised by his Department; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [36521/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCC04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The policy 
instrument for obesity in Ireland is “A Healthy Weight for Ireland’, the Obesity Policy and 
Action Plan (OPAP), which was launched in September 2016 as part of the Healthy Ireland 
Framework.  The OPAP covers a 10-year period up to 2025 and aims to reverse obesity trends, 
prevent health complications and reduce the overall burden for individuals, families, the health 
system, and the wider society and economy.  

The OPAP has had a particular focus on families with children in its early years and chil-
dren’s overweight and obesity has received significant funding and focus through the START 
campaign co-ordinated by safefood in partnership with the HSE.   

Data from the Healthy Ireland Survey 2019 shows that 37% of adults are overweight and 
25% are obese. Just over a third (34%) of people in Ireland are trying to lose weight, with 49% 
of those who are overweight or obese currently trying to lose weight.  The proposed adult obe-
sity campaign is still in the early stages of development, with an intention for it to be rolled out 
in the first half of 2022.  

27/07/2021WRCCCCC04100Health Promotion

27/07/2021WRCCCCC042002090. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if a new Healthy Ireland is 
being established; the way in which membership will be comprised; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [36522/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCC04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): There is in-
sufficient information in the Deputy’s question to enable me to provide a response. Should the 
Deputy wish to provide further clarification I will be happy to respond. 
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27/07/2021WRCCCCC04400Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRCCCCC045002091. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if he will report on 
the roadmap for returning family visitors to nursing homes; when restrictions will be lifted for 
fully vaccinated persons enabling them to visit loved ones more than the current allotted times 
per week; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36523/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCC04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Health Pro-
tection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) has recently published updated guidance on visiting in 
long-term residential care: COVID-19: Normalising Visiting in Long Term Residential Care 
Facilities (LTRCFs). This guidance came into effect on 19 July. The public health advice is to 
restore visiting to near normal in terms of frequency of visits in those settings with a high level 
of vaccination of residents as quickly as possible, while also recognising the need to remain 
cautious as we continue to deal with the evolving risks associated with COVID-19. 

The new guidance provides that:

- Providers should put in place the necessary measures to progress to more normalised visit-
ing and visiting frequency as quickly as possible in line with public health guidance with no 
more than two visitors at any one time.

- Routine visiting will no longer need to be scheduled in advance.

- There is no requirement to have a list of nominated visitors.

- The duration of the visit should not be limited.

- Fewer restrictions will apply to residents going on outings or visits outside of the nursing 
home.

In relation to outings, the guidance provides that outings and visits to a home can be facili-
tated if there is a high level of vaccination in the nursing home. Nursing home residents are 
reminded that they should follow public health advice while on outings from the nursing home. 
This means keeping distance from other people, regularly washing hands and wearing masks 
when indoors with people that might not be vaccinated. The guidance states that residents do 
not need to stay in their room on their return from a drive or visit. If a resident is not vaccinated 
the risk to them of going out to meet other people is a lot greater especially if the people they 
meet are not vaccinated. 

Notwithstanding the current positive epidemiological outlook and the cautious reopening of 
society, risks continue to remain and emergent risks such as variants of concern present ongoing 
challenges and the need for vigilance. Visiting arrangements should continue to take account 
of general public health advice and the necessary infection prevention and control measures, to 
reduce the risk of introduction and spread of COVID-19 and protect those living in our com-
munities. This is particularly important in the context of the increasing prevalence of the more 
transmissible Delta variant. This new variant poses a significant risk, in particular to those who 
are not yet fully protected though vaccination. 

Visitors are reminded of their responsibilities with regard to self-checks for COVID-19 in 
advance of visits, infection and prevention control and social interaction with all individuals, 
while in the nursing home.

The guidance will be kept under continuing review as new evidence and data emerges.
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27/07/2021WRCCCCC04700Primary Medical Certificates

27/07/2021WRCCCCC048002092. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the status of the process-
ing of applications for primary medical certificates; if processing has resumed since it was 
stalled due to Covid-19; if there is a substantial backlog of applications to be processed; the 
number of applications that are currently waiting to be processed; and the breakdown of pend-
ing applications in each CHO in tabular form. [36528/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCC04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the Health Service Executive 
(HSE).  However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to 
access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which 
has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems.  The disruption to service is on-going 
and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and to resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point. 

27/07/2021WRCCCCC05000Departmental Data

27/07/2021WRCCCCC051002093. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number hours of the 
additional €5 million home support hours committed to in the National Service Plan 2021. 
[36529/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCC05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRCCCCC05300Health Strategies

27/07/2021WRCCCCC054002094. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the status of the policy 
initiative in relation to Progressing Disability Services for Children and Young People as ex-
pressed in the National Service Plan 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36530/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCC05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): Under the 
Progressing Disability’s Services programme, the HSE is currently reconfiguring children’s 
disability services into Children’s Disability Network Teams. 

The HSE is establishing a total of 91 Children’s Disability Networks across its nine Com-
munity Healthcare Organisations, each comprised of one specialist inter-disciplinary Children’s 
Disability Network Team to work with children with complex disability needs, aged from birth 
to 18 years.  41 of the 91 network teams are now fully reconfigured.

These teams will provide inter disciplinary, child and family centred healthcare services 
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ensuring that children are directed to the most appropriate service based on the complexity of 
their presenting needs rather than based on diagnosis.

27/07/2021WRCCCCC05600Disability Services

27/07/2021WRCCCCC057002095. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of additional 
therapeutic staff under the newly established Children’s Disability Network model that have 
been resourced to date in 2021 as per the National Service Plan. [36531/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCC05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCCC05900Disability Services

27/07/2021WRCCCCC060002096. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the funding allocated for emer-
gency residential places in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, respectively, by capital and resource 
funding and CHO in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36535/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCC06100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy may be aware, an addi-
tional €100 million was provided in the 2021 Budget for new disability developments, reflect-
ing the strength of the Government’s commitment in this area. This investment includes provi-
sion for increasing capacity within residential services in a planned way, continuing to respond 
to the need for crisis residential placements and bringing more intensive support packages on 
stream this year. It will also support people with a disability to move out of congregated set-
tings into residential settings in the community in line with key Programme for Government 
commitments.

The funding allocated for the provision of emergency placements of people with a disability 
in residential care in 2019, 2020 and 2021 respectively is set out in the Table hereunder.   For 
the sake of completeness, I have also included information in relation to planned residential 
places provided in 2021, given the focus on building residential capacity in a planned way in 
the National Service Plan 2021. 

National Service 
Plan (Year) 

Level of 
Investment€m   

Full Year Cost€m No of Emergency 
Places 

No of Planned 
Places 

Total Planned and 
Emergency Places 

 2019 15 15  90 0 90 

 2020  9 14  64 0 64 

 2021 15 20.5  44 58 102  

27/07/2021WRCCCCC06200Health Services

27/07/2021WRCCCCC063002097. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the funding allocated for planned 
residential places in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, respectively, by capital and resource fund-
ing and CHO in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36536/21]
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27/07/2021WRCCCCC06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCCC06500Disability Services

27/07/2021WRCCCCC066002098. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the funding allocated for the 
transfer of adults with disabilities from Tusla to the HSE in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, 
respectively, by capital and resource funding and CHO in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [36537/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCC06700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I wish to advise 
the Deputy that Tusla does not come under the remit of the Department of Health and her ques-
tion would be more appropriate for the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth. 

27/07/2021WRCCCCC06800Health Services

27/07/2021WRCCCCC069002099. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the funding allocated for com-
munity-based neuro-rehabilitation teams in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, respectively, by 
capital and resource funding and CHO in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [36538/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCC07000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCCC07100Disability Services

27/07/2021WRCCCCC072002100. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the funding allocated for respite 
services for persons with disabilities in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, respectively, by capital 
and resource funding and CHO in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36539/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCC07300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
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hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCCC07400Disability Services

27/07/2021WRCCCCC075002101. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the funding allocated for day 
services for people with disabilities in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, respectively, by capital 
and resource funding and CHO in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36540/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCC07600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRDDDDD00200Disability Services

27/07/2021WRDDDDD003002102. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the funding allocated to chil-
dren’s disability network teams in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, respectively, by capital 
and resource funding and CHO in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36541/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDD00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRDDDDD00500Disability Services

27/07/2021WRDDDDD006002103. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the funding allocated to progress 
the transfer of persons with disabilities from congregated settings into community settings in 
2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, respectively, by capital and resource funding and CHO in tabu-
lar form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36542/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDD00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): Almost ten 
years ago, the Time to Move on from Congregated Settings Report identified approximately 
4,000 people with disabilities living in congregated type settings. The 2011 Report expected 
that decongregation could happen at a much faster pace than was actually possible.

Since 2014, the Transforming Lives Programme provides the framework for implementa-
tion and for putting policy into practice across key reports, including  Time to Move on from 



Questions - Written Answers

1038

Congregated Settings in respect of residential centres,

Today less than 2,000 people live in congregated settings.

The Programme for Government – ‘Our Shared Future’ includes a commitment to continue 
with moving people out of old style congregated settings, into new homes within the commu-
nity, with the necessary supports.

Today, people are being supported to live lives of their choice out in the community. Several 
congregated settings have closed fully and many more have closed specific units within the 
centres.

Thoughtful planning, capacity building work with stakeholders and sharing the learning 
across services is enabling meaningful person-centred planning and transitions that are sustain-
able. 

While the pace of change has been slow in some services, there is momentum and progress 
is being made.  

Budget 2021 provides for an unprecedented level of investment in disability services, with 
the investment of €100m for new initiatives in 2021. The increased level of funding in 2021 will 
enable us to build on initiatives currently underway, including the decongregation programme, 
with a renewed focus on assisting people to move out of congregated settings to homes in the 
community. The HSE has prioritised the transition of a further 144  people from congregated 
settings in 2021 under its Service Plan.

As the numbers in the large settings continues to fall, the people still remaining in these 
services have access to better living conditions and share with fewer people.

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2104 answered with Question No. 1934.

27/07/2021WRDDDDD00900Care of the Elderly

27/07/2021WRDDDDD010002105. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the funding allocated for de-
mentia care in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021 respectively, by capital and resource funding and 
CHO in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36544/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDD01100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.
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Grateful if you could cc john_mooney@health.gov.ie and aisling_mcgrath@health.gov.ie 
on the reply please.

27/07/2021WRDDDDD01200Disability Services

27/07/2021WRDDDDD013002106. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the funding allocated the HSE-
led summer July provision programme in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021 respectively, by 
capital and resource funding and CHO in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [36545/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDD01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2107 answered with Question No. 2001.

27/07/2021WRDDDDD01600Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRDDDDD017002108. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the estimated additional cost of 
pay restoration for all section 39 organisations that have reached an agreement with the State 
through the Workplace Relations Commission; the amount of pay that has been restored to date; 
the amount of pay that is still outstanding; the timeframe for all payments to be completed; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [36547/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDD018002109. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health if all section 39 organisations 
have reached an agreement with the State through the Workplace Relations Commission with 
regard to pay restoration; if not, the number that have not; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [36548/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDD01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2108 
and 2109 together.

Section 39 agencies are agencies under Section 39 of the Health Act 2004 where the HSE 
provides a grant to allow the agency to provide services similar or ancillary to the HSE. They 
were not and are not party to the Public Service Agreements and are therefore not covered by 
the pay restoration provided for in these Agreements. 

In October 2018, an agreement was reached by the parties at the Workplace Relations Com-
mission in relation to a process of pay restoration for staff employed in a pilot group of 50 sec-
tion 39 organisations who are funded by way of a Service Level Agreement (SLA). A further 
WRC engagement followed in December 2020 in relation to a final phase of 250 SLA funded 
organisations who were identified as part of the earlier agreement. 

Pay restoration was applicable to Section 39 organisations who met certain criteria, rather 
than types of individual workers that are employed in them. The list of section 39 organisations 
that was compiled, included only agencies that had service arrangements in place back in 2013 
and that were still under service arrangements in 2019. Only organisations who received in 
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excess of an agreed, specified amount from the HSE by way of the Service Level Agreement 
process were included.  

It must be acknowledged that Section 39 organisations are privately owned and run and that 
their terms and conditions of employment, once in line with employment legislation, are strictly 
between the employer and the employee. Consequently, it would not be appropriate for the 
Department of Health to provide a list of which section 39 agencies applied for pay restoration, 
received funding under the pay restoration agreement or the amount that they have received. 

Pay restoration is absolutely limited and only applicable to those included in the initial 
WRC agreement. I can also confirm that there is no scope to revisit the eligibility criteria for the 
process and that the process has reached a final resolution.

  Question No. 2109 answered with Question No. 2108.

27/07/2021WRDDDDD02100Assisted Human Reproduction

27/07/2021WRDDDDD022002110. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the current status from a legisla-
tive perspective of a published 2020 report by a person (details supplied) in relation to surro-
gacy in Ireland [36549/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDD02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, drafting 
of a bill on assisted human reproduction (AHR) and associated areas of research is ongoing 
by officials in my Department, in conjunction with the Office of the Attorney General.  This 
comprehensive piece of legislation will encompass the regulation, for the first time in Ireland, 
of a very wide range of practices, including domestic altruistic surrogacy.  Publication of this 
legislation is a priority for my Department and the Government, and a commitment to enact this 
legislation is included in the Programme for Government, “Our Shared Future”.

The  published report of the Special Rapporteur on Child Protection comprises issues relat-
ing to parentage and the right to identity in donor-assisted human reproduction and surrogacy 
in this jurisdiction and abroad.  

As issues relating to international surrogacy raised in the report of the Special Rapporteur 
concern areas of law that intersect across the remits of several Government Departments, my 
Department is engaging with the Department of Justice and the Department of Children, Equal-
ity, Disability, Integration and Youth in regard to this issue.  

27/07/2021WRDDDDD02400Departmental Schemes

27/07/2021WRDDDDD025002111. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health if he will introduce a support 
scheme to provide a 100% grant for charging points in homes of disabled driver of electric ve-
hicles; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36559/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDD02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I wish to ad-
vise the Deputy that grants for charging points is a matter for the Department of Environment, 
Climate and Communications. 

27/07/2021WRDDDDD02700Departmental Schemes
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27/07/2021WRDDDDD028002112. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health if he will introduce a support 
scheme to provide a 100% grant for solar panels to be fitted in homes of persons with disabili-
ties; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36560/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDD02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I wish to advise 
the Deputy that grants for solar panels are a matter for Department of Environment, Climate 
and Communications. 

27/07/2021WRDDDDD03000Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRDDDDD031002113. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of persons that 
arrived here in each week from 26 April 2021 to date that had been in a designated state in the 
previous 14 days; the number from each designated state in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [36561/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDD032002114. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of persons that 
travelled into Ireland in each week from 26 April 2021 to date who declared an essential reason 
for travel; the percentage of these of the overall number of persons who travelled into the State; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36562/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDD03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2113 
and 2114 together.

All passengers arriving into the state are required to complete a COVID-19 Passenger Loca-
tor Form (PLF) in accordance with SI 45/2021. There are limited exemptions from this require-
ment, as set out in the regulations, such as for international transport workers or for diplomats.

Since 6th February 2021 the reference to Council Recommendation (EU) 2020/1475 on a 
coordinated approach to the restriction of free movement in response to the COVID-19 pan-
demic was removed from the Passenger Locator Form and the declaration on essential travel is 
no longer recorded.  

  Question No. 2114 answered with Question No. 2113.

27/07/2021WRDDDDD03500Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRDDDDD036002115. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of persons vac-
cinated in each cohort; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36563/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDD03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Over 3.1 million people have now re-
ceived their first vaccine dose and over 2.4 million have received their second dose (as of 26th 
July).

A detailed breakdown of the number of doses administered to each cohort is available be-
low:

Cohort Dose 1 Dose 2 Total

Cohort 1 - Residents aged 65+ years in LTCF 114,780 108,934 223,714

Cohort 2 - Frontline healthcare workers 289,802 281,995 571,797

Cohort 3 - People aged 70 years and older 475,598 458,152 933,750

Cohort 4 - People aged 16-69 years and at very high risk of severe COVID-19 disease 282,616 269,808 552,424

Cohort 5 - All people aged 60-69 years 340,587 330,004 670,591
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Cohort Dose 1 Dose 2 Total

Cohort 7 - People aged 16-59 years with medical conditions at high risk of severe CO-
VID-19 disease

257,625 223,006 480,631

Cohort 9 - All other people eligible under 60 years 1,412,791 750,398 2,163,189

Not Coded 1,391 1,064 2,455

27/07/2021WRDDDDD03800Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRDDDDD039002116. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the 14-day incidence rate and 
five-day average cases for the Ballymun-Finglas and the Artane-Whitehall local electoral areas. 
[36564/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDD04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT 
systems.

The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity 
and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is 
again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamen-
tary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRDDDDD04100Health Services

27/07/2021WRDDDDD042002117. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if an implementation group 
has been established to oversee the design and roll-out of a State-funded contraception scheme; 
if relevant stakeholders have been invited to participate in such a group; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [36573/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDD04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): Following 
the recommendations of the Joint Committee on the Eighth Amendment of the Constitution, a 
Working Group was established in April 2019 to consider the range of policy, regulatory and 
legislative issues arising in relation to improving access to contraception in Ireland.

The Group’s high-level report, published in October 2019, identified the barriers that exist 
to accessing contraception and the mechanisms available to overcome those barriers, noting 
that any policy proposal must focus on accessibility, education, and workforce capacity as well 
as cost.

A sizable body of work remains to be addressed in order to develop and finalise the policy 
approach, bring forward the necessary legislative proposals and ensure the implementation of 
service delivery arrangements. 

It is however important to stress that my Department and this Government remain commit-
ted to providing free contraception over a phased basis, starting with women aged 17 – 25, as 
set out in the Programme for Government.

Progress on these issues has unfortunately been delayed until recently, given the need to 
focus on and prioritise the response to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. However, the Depart-
ment is currently assembling a Contraception Implementation Group, which will commence 
work imminently.
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Some access to free contraception is already enabled, through the National Condom Distri-
bution Service (NCDS), which was established by the HSE Sexual Health and Crisis Pregnancy 
Programme (SHCPP) in October 2015.The NCDS functions as a central point for distributing 
free condoms and lubricant sachets to HSE services and other organisations working with indi-
viduals and groups at increased risk of negative sexual health outcomes.

These include migrants; young people; gay, bisexual and other men who have sex with men 
(MSM); sex workers; people living with addiction issues and people living with HIV. From 
2017 to the end of 2019, the number of organisations ordering from the NCDS has doubled.

The service was extended to 3rd level institutions in late 2019. Third-level institutions can 
now order condom dispensers from the HSE, which enable the provision of free condoms and 
sexual health information to students on campuses nationwide. The SHCPP advises that 3rd 
level institutions will be contacted, prior to the commencement of on-campus attendance in 
September, with regard to their engagement with the NCDS.

Information leaflets are provided with the condom dispensers, which outline to students 
how to use condoms correctly, and emphasise the importance of using condoms consistently 
and every time sex happens. The information leaflets direct students to HSE - led and HSE-
funded websites for further information about sexual health and wellbeing; www.sexualwellbe-
ing.ie and www.man2man.ie.

It should be noted that, while oral contraception and various forms of long-acting revers-
ible contraception can be more effective at preventing pregnancy, condoms provide protection 
against STIs that is not provided by non-barrier forms of contraception. 

It is envisaged that continued expansion of the NCDS will be facilitated in line with de-
mand, in order to prevent sexually transmitted infections (STIs) and meet the sexual health 
promotion needs of people living in Ireland.

27/07/2021WRDDDDD04400Hospital Staff

27/07/2021WRDDDDD045002118. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health when a paediatric haematologist 
will be appointed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36574/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDD04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point. 

27/07/2021WRDDDDD04700Ambulance Service

27/07/2021WRDDDDD048002119. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of ambulance per-
sonnel that have been tasked with Covid-19 testing in the past six months; the current number 
of ambulance personnel who are working as Covid-19 testers; the number of personnel out 
of the total are currently working on purely ambulance duties; the average length of time it is 
taking for ambulances to reach persons who have called them out in each county; the longest 
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length of time it is taking for ambulances to reach persons who have called them out in each 
county; if he will detail these figures for each level of injury, ill-health severity; if he will pro-
vide the details for the past five years up to 30 June 2020; and if the relationship between the 
National Ambulance Service and any fire services changed in the past five years. [36575/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDD04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRDDDDD05000Ministerial Responsibilities

27/07/2021WRDDDDD051002120. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the status of the transfer 
of the disability portfolio from his Department to the Department of Children, Equality, Dis-
ability, Integration and Youth; and if it will be clearly allocated for the Budget 2022 process. 
[29838/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDD05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Following the Government’s announce-
ment regarding the establishment of the Department of Children, Equality, Disability and In-
tegration, arrangements are underway for the transfer of disability services to the new Depart-
ment. 

There are a number of factors to be taken into consideration in planning for this transfer of 
functions. Given the scale of the functions being transferred and the significant budget involved 
(c. €2.2bn in 2021), there are multiple financial, HR, policy, legal and governance workstreams 
underway within the Department of Health to sequence the range of tasks necessary to effec-
tively complete the transfer of responsibility between both Departments.

Both departments have worked together to provide effective oversight and co-ordination of 
the various tasks involved in the transfer of policy and budgetary responsibility. While signifi-
cant progress has already been made in advancing the transfer, work to-date has emphasised 
the complexity and interconnected nature of the service and financial arrangements currently in 
place. While it was hoped to complete the transfer by midyear, the size and complexity of the 
work means that the required legislation and revised governance arrangements will be not be in 
place until later this year.

Preparations for Budget 2022 are being carefully considered and both departments are 
working closely together, with the Department of Health leading on the process.

27/07/2021WRDDDDD05300Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRDDDDD054002121. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if he will address a number of 
issues in relation to baptisms (details supplied). [36580/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDD05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, on 29 
June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and society in line with 
Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead. 
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While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status.  

Disease incidence has increased rapidly in recent weeks, especially among those who are 
not yet fully protected through vaccination and the outlook for the coming weeks is very un-
certain.  

In line with the delay to other July measures, the current advice is that religious ceremonies 
(outside of weddings and funerals) should not go ahead at present. This is in recognition of the 
multi household, multi-generational nature of these events and linked social activities and is a 
response to concerns from public health across the regions in relation to gatherings of this na-
ture. Unfortunately, due to current uncertainties there is not yet an indication of when religious 
ceremonies will recommence. The epidemiological situation will be monitored on an ongoing 
basis and the level of restrictions will be kept under review by Government. 

Church leaders have been very supportive of the overall national public health response to 
date and the Government will continue to work with them to ensure that all ceremonies can 
return when it is safe to do so. 

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines.

27/07/2021WRDDDDD05600Disability Services

27/07/2021WRDDDDD057002122. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if there are supports available for 
business who provide sensory experience for persons with disabilities and mental health issues. 
[36581/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDD05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): If the Deputy’s 
question refers to providers of specialist sensory therapy services, this is an operational issue, 
and is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is 
currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent 
cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to 
service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal 
services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position 
to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at 
that point.

If the Deputy’s question is referring to businesses in a more broad sense, this is a matter for 
the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment. 

27/07/2021WRDDDDD05900Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRDDDDD060002123. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health when the guidelines issued to 
crèches in relation to recognising Covid-19 symptoms in children under three years of age will 
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be revised, in particular regard to teething coughs; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [36588/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDD06100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to advise the Deputy that guide-
lines for creches are a matter for the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth.

27/07/2021WRDDDDD06200Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRDDDDD063002124. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Health the reason Ireland does not 
recognise a vaccine (details supplied) in view of the fact this is causing a lot of Irish citizens 
who live abroad having to hotel quarantine when returning home to Ireland despite being fully 
vaccinated with the vaccine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36593/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDD06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland procures COVID-19 vaccines 
through its participation in an EU procurement process and their approval is by the Commission 
following recommendation by the EMA. 

At present, the Sinopharm vaccine has not received EMA approval. 

COVID-19 vaccines can only be approved and used if they comply with all the requirements 
of quality, safety and efficacy set out in the EU pharmaceutical legislation. No vaccine will be 
used until Market authorisation from the European Medicines Agency (EMA) is obtained and 
any authorised vaccine will be subject to ongoing monitoring in Ireland by the Health Product 
Regulatory Authority (HPRA).

Passengers who are fully vaccinated in accordance with the table below and have the docu-
ments to confirm this are not required to complete mandatory hotel quarantine on arrival in Ire-
land. Dependents, including children, will also be exempted from the requirement to complete 
mandatory hotel quarantine.  

What ‘fully vaccinated’ means: 

A full course of any one of the following vaccines  Regarded as fully vaccinated after:  

2 doses of Pfizer-BioNtech Vaccine: BNT162b2 (Comirnaty®)  7 days  

2 doses of Moderna Vaccine: CX-024414 (Moderna®)  14 days  

2 doses of Oxford-AstraZeneca Vaccine: ChAdOx1-SARS-COV-2 (Vaxzevria® or Covishield)  15 days  

1 dose of Johnson & Johnson/Janssen Vaccine: Ad26.COV2-S [recombinant] (Janssen®)  14 days  

27/07/2021WRDDDDD06500Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRDDDDD066002125. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health the public health rationale be-
hind delaying the holding of Confirmations and First Holy Communions while allowing wed-
dings; and if this decision was based on public health advice from NPHET or some other 
advice. [36594/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDD06700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, on 29 
June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and society in line with 
Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead. 

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
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number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status.  

Disease incidence has increased rapidly in recent weeks, especially among those who are 
not yet fully protected through vaccination and the outlook for the coming weeks is very un-
certain.  

In line with the delay to other July measures, the current advice is that religious ceremonies 
(outside of weddings and funerals) should not go ahead at present. This is in recognition of the 
multi household, multi-generational nature of these events and linked social activities and is a 
response to concerns from public health across the regions in relation to gatherings of this na-
ture. Unfortunately, due to current uncertainties there is not yet an indication of when religious 
ceremonies will recommence. The epidemiological situation will be monitored on an ongoing 
basis and the level of restrictions will be kept under review by Government. 

Church leaders have been very supportive of the overall national public health response to 
date and the Government will continue to work with them to ensure that all ceremonies can 
return when it is safe to do so. 

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines.

27/07/2021WRDDDDD06800Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRDDDDD069002126. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of a procedure for a 
person (details supplied). [36595/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDD07000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEEE00200Assisted Human Reproduction

27/07/2021WREEEEE003002127. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health the date on which he will 
introduce the assisted human reproduction Bill in view of the fact that it forms part of the sum-
mer legislative programme given that the heads have been approved and pre-legislative scrutiny 
has been completed. [36600/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEE00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, drafting 
of a bill on assisted human reproduction (AHR) and associated areas of research is ongoing by 
officials in my Department, in conjunction with the Office of the Attorney General.  This com-
prehensive and far-reaching piece of legislation encompasses the regulation, for the first time in 
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Ireland, of a wide range of practices, including: gamete (sperm or egg) and embryo donation for 
AHR and research; domestic surrogacy; pre-implantation genetic diagnosis (PGD) of embryos; 
posthumous assisted reproduction; and embryo and stem cell research.  The legislation also 
provides for the establishment of an independent regulatory authority for AHR.

There has been some effect on the drafting process caused by the impact of additional work 
arising from the response to the Covid-19 pandemic, however, I can assure the Deputy that 
publication of this legislation is a priority for my Department and the Government, and a com-
mitment to enact this legislation is included in the Programme for Government, “Our Shared 
Future”.  Officials in my Department and the Office of the Attorney General continue to pri-
oritise the drafting of this complex legislation and will engage intensively over the next few 
months to finalise a Bill. 

Overall, the provisions outlined within the Bill will ensure that AHR practices and related 
areas of research are conducted in a more consistent and standardised way and with the neces-
sary oversight. 

27/07/2021WREEEEE00500Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WREEEEE006002128. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if advice will be provided 
on a matter regarding summer camps (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [36609/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEE00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, on 29 
June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and society in line with 
Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead. 

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status.  

Disease incidence has increased rapidly in recent weeks, especially among those who are 
not yet fully protected through vaccination and the outlook for the coming weeks is very un-
certain.  

Summer camps should adhere to public health measures on organised indoor and outdoor 
activities as appropriate, applying at the time. At present, that means that outdoor camps can 
go ahead, but indoor camps are not permitted as they would involve significant indoor social 
mixing of households. Details of public health measures can be found online: www.gov.ie/en/
press-release/7894b-post-cabinet-statement-resilience-and-recovery-the-path-ahead/  

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines.

27/07/2021WREEEEE00800Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WREEEEE009002129. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if clarification will be pro-
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vided in relation to vaccines (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36610/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEE01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Covid-19 vaccines can only be ap-
proved and used if they comply with all the requirements of quality, safety and efficacy set out 
in the EU pharmaceutical legislation. Each of the authorised vaccines is indicated for the active 
immunisation to prevent Covid-19. The vaccine manufacturers are required to ensure that their 
products remain safe and effective for the authorised indication of prevention of Covid-19.

The European Commission (EC) has granted conditional marketing authorisations (CMA) 
to four vaccines against Covid-19 on foot of a positive recommendation from the European 
Medicines Agency (EMA). Following the recommendation for use of vaccines against Co-
vid-19 by the EMA and authorisation for use by the EC, the National Immunisation Advisory 
Committee (NIAC) develops guidance for their use in Ireland which is contained in the Immun-
isation Guidelines for Ireland. These guidelines are continuously updated and include guidance 
on all new vaccines as they are approved for use in Ireland.

Currently, there is limited information from clinical trials with respect to protection against 
emerging variants. Emerging variants require continuous monitoring of the vaccines’ perfor-
mance over time. 

Details on each of the vaccines can be accessed below:

www2.hse.ie/screening-and-vaccinations/covid-19-vaccine/

27/07/2021WREEEEE01100Health Services

27/07/2021WREEEEE012002130. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
raised in correspondence in relation to palliative care (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [36613/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEE01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEEE01400Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WREEEEE015002131. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will be expe-
dited for a person (details supplied). [36625/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEE01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
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Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEEE01700Ambulance Service

27/07/2021WREEEEE018002132. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the status of the electric am-
bulance bought by the National Ambulance Centre; the amount it cost; when it was bought; 
the length of time it was in operation; the number of miles it was driven; if the ambulance is 
in operation now; if not, the location in which the ambulance can be found; and if the National 
Ambulance Service was refunded for same. [36626/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEE01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEEE02000Birth Certificates

27/07/2021WREEEEE021002133. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the disrup-
tion which has occurred to the issuance of a certification of birth, PPS numbers and so on, for 
newly born children; the steps that are being taken to resolve the issues; and the provision that 
is being made in cases in which such certification is urgently needed. [36641/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEE02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to advise the Deputy that birth 
certificates are a matter for the Department of Social Protection. 

27/07/2021WREEEEE02300Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WREEEEE024002134. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Health his position on the 
inquiry into the anti-epilepsy drug sodium valproate; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [36642/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEE02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Details of the proposed inquiry into the 
historical licensing and use of sodium valproate in Ireland are currently being considered by 
officials within the Department of Health.

 Question No. 2135 answered with Question No. 1925.

27/07/2021WREEEEE03600Health Services

27/07/2021WREEEEE037002136. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health if he plans to map public AEDs 
throughout the country; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36652/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEE038002137. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health if he plans to provide more 
public AEDs particularly in areas in which there is a lack of facility; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [36653/21]
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27/07/2021WREEEEE03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2136 
and 2137 together.

This matter relates to the work of the Out of Hospital Cardiac Arrest (OHCA) Steering 
Group. In 2019, this Group finalised an Out of Hospital Cardiac Arrest Strategy for Ireland, 
“Putting Survival at the Heart of the Community” and submitted it to the Health Service Ex-
ecutive (HSE) Commissioners, who have accepted the recommendation of the Steering Group.

As this Parliamentary Question relates to service delivery it  is a matter for the HSE. How-
ever, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the infor-
mation to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a 
temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is 
working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas 
will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are 
encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2137 answered with Question No. 2136.

27/07/2021WREEEEE04050Health Services

27/07/2021WREEEEE040752138. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the reason gambling is not 
included in the recent drug and alcohol behaviour survey as previously indicated.  [36654/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTT037502417. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the reason gambling preva-
lence data from the Health Research Board will be presented to the Department of Justice and 
not his Department given this is most applicable to gambling addiction which falls under his 
remit.  [37758/21]

   Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose 
to take Questions Nos. 2138 and 2417 together.

  The National Drug and Alcohol Survey (previously called the Drug Use in Ireland and 
Northern Ireland Drug Prevalence Survey) is undertaken by the Health Research Board (HRB). 
It is a general population survey of households to measure the extent and pattern of drug and 
alcohol use among a representative sample of those aged 15 years and over in Ireland.

  The HRB recent published findings on drug and alcohol use from the National Drug and 
Alcohol Survey 2019/20. The publication can be found at the following link: www.hrb.ie/publi-
cations/publication/the-2019-20-irish-national-drug-and-alcohol-survey-main-findings/return-
Page/1/  

  The Department of Justice has responsibility for gambling policy and regulation. At the 
request of the Department of Justice, the HRB included a module on gambling in the 2014/15 
survey and the 2019/20 survey. It is anticipated that the HRB will publish its report on gambling 
in October, 2021. .

27/07/2021WREEEEE04100Health Services

27/07/2021WREEEEE042002139. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Health the status of the 
implementation of the Programme for Government commitment to provide free contraception 
over a phased period commencing with women aged 17 to 25 years; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [36655/21]
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27/07/2021WREEEEE04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): Following 
the recommendations of the Joint Committee on the Eighth Amendment of the Constitution, a 
Working Group was established in April 2019 to consider the range of policy, regulatory and 
legislative issues arising in relation to improving access to contraception in Ireland.

The Group’s high-level report, published in October 2019, identified the barriers that exist 
to accessing contraception and the mechanisms available to overcome those barriers, noting 
that any policy proposal must focus on accessibility, education, and workforce capacity as well 
as cost.

A sizable body of work remains to be addressed in order to develop and finalise the policy 
approach, bring forward the necessary legislative proposals and ensure the implementation of 
service delivery arrangements. 

It is however important to stress that my Department and this Government remain commit-
ted to providing free contraception over a phased basis, starting with women aged 17 – 25, as 
set out in the Programme for Government.

Progress on these issues has unfortunately been delayed until recently, given the need to 
focus on and prioritise the response to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. However, the Depart-
ment is currently assembling a Contraception Implementation Group, which will commence 
work imminently.

Some access to free contraception is already enabled, through the National Condom Distri-
bution Service (NCDS), which was established by the HSE Sexual Health and Crisis Pregnancy 
Programme (SHCPP) in October 2015.The NCDS functions as a central point for distributing 
free condoms and lubricant sachets to HSE services and other organisations working with indi-
viduals and groups at increased risk of negative sexual health outcomes.

These include migrants; young people; gay, bisexual and other men who have sex with men; 
sex workers; people living with addiction issues and people living with HIV. From 2017 to the 
end of 2019, the number of organisations ordering from the NCDS has doubled.

The service was extended to third-level institutions in late 2019. Third-level institutions can 
now order condom dispensers from the HSE, which enable the provision of free condoms and 
sexual health information to students on campuses nationwide. The SHCPP advises that third 
level institutions will be contacted, prior to the commencement of on-campus attendance in 
September, with regard to their engagement with the NCDS.

Information leaflets are provided with the condom dispensers, which outline to students 
how to use condoms correctly, and emphasise the importance of using condoms consistently 
and every time sex happens. The information leaflets direct students to HSE - led and HSE-
funded websites for further information about sexual health and wellbeing; www.sexualwellbe-
ing.ie and www.man2man.ie.

It should be noted that, while oral contraception and various forms of long-acting revers-
ible contraception can be more effective at preventing pregnancy, condoms provide protection 
against STIs that is not provided by non-barrier forms of contraception.. 

It is envisaged that expansion of the NCDS will also be facilitated, in order to support the 
STI prevention and sexual health promotion needs of people living in Ireland.

27/07/2021WREEEEE04400Vaccination Programme
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27/07/2021WREEEEE045002140. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health if consideration has been given to 
providing access to vaccines for Irish citizens living overseas who are not in a position to travel 
home but cannot access a vaccine in their country of residence; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [36656/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEE04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to advise the Deputy that as this 
matter relates to Irish citizens living overseas it is a matter for the Department of Foreign Af-
fairs.

27/07/2021WREEEEE04700Disability Services

27/07/2021WREEEEE048002141. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of children with spe-
cial needs living in south-western areas of Dublin; the number of therapists working in the area 
to provide essential services for these children; his plans to ensure that these services which are 
crucial for the families of these children will resume to pre-Covid-19 levels; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [36059/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEE04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEEE05000Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WREEEEE051002142. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health if he plans to extend the tem-
porary assistance payment scheme for nursing homes beyond the current timeframe of June 
2021 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36676/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEE052002216. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health if his Department will provide ad-
ditional support to the nursing home sector to ensure that it is not disadvantaged by the increase 
in cost associated with Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36975/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEE05300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 2142 and 2216 together.

The Temporary Assistance Payment Scheme (TAPS) was established in April 2020 as a 
temporary administrative measure in response to the challenges faced by the nursing home 
sector at the start of the pandemic. As the pandemic continued, additional support measures for 
private and voluntary nursing homes have been delivered through the Health Service Executive 
(HSE). 

As of 23 July 2021, 7,919 claims had been submitted as part of the Scheme. In total, €134.5 
million has been made available under TAPS between 2020 and 2021. 

Due to the ongoing high level of risk associated with COVID-19 during this period, the 
Department of Health extended the scheme twice, far beyond the originally planned timescale 
of three months. The further extension of the scheme was outlined in the Government’s Plan 
‘Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living with COVID-19’, published in Septem-
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ber 2020. This provided assurance of the Scheme’s availability and a planned timeframe of 
operation to the end of June 2021. 

The cessation of TAPS at the end of June, as planned and previously announced, was com-
municated with all relevant stakeholders, including Nursing Homes Ireland – the national rep-
resentative body for the private and voluntary nursing home sector. 

There has been a marked improvement in the status of the virus in nursing homes due to the 
rollout of the National Vaccination Programme – COVID-19 cases and outbreaks in nursing 
homes are now at a very low level compared with the first quarter of the year and, overall, the 
epidemiological situation is very positive. It is the Department’s understanding that currently 
there is one open outbreak in a nursing home. 

(Please note that the cyber-attack on the HSE on 14 May 2021 has prevented the routine 
notification of cases, associated deaths and outbreaks of COVID-19 to the Computerised Infec-
tious Disease Reporting (CIDR) system. As an interim measure, provisional epidemiological 
reports are being prepared but have not undergone the data validation procedures undertaken 
through CIDR. For this reason, data continues to be provisional at this time.) 

The Scheme has fulfilled its temporary purpose of providing financial support to nursing 
homes to address COVID-19. Although the risk is greatly reduced, it has not been completely 
eliminated, therefore the outbreak assistance element of the Scheme will continue to be avail-
able to nursing homes until the end of 2021. Availability of outbreak assistance is subject to the 
overall sanctioned amount of €42m for 2021. 

The substantial package of non-financial supports outlined below will continue to be pro-
vided for the time being:

- Provision of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). The continued supply of PPE is a key 
support mechanism and will be provided in line with clinical and public health recommenda-
tions;

- The COVID-19 Response Teams established to support Public Health Outbreak teams 
covering all residential services as well as home support settings. All stakeholders, includ-
ing the COVID-19 Nursing Homes Expert Panel, have highlighted the significant contribution 
these new teams have made to supporting nursing homes throughout the pandemic;

- The HSE Temporary Accommodation Scheme;

- HSE training and development resources, including the opening up of HSeLanD to private 
and voluntary providers.

- IPC support and advice;

- The substantial suite of publicly available guidance developed to support the sector. 

These measures and supports reflect a significant investment by the State to support nursing 
homes and other services such as the COVID-19 Response Teams, and are a clear signal of the 
work that is ongoing to integrate the wider health system.

It is also important to reflect that all nursing homes, as registered providers with HIQA, 
have well-established obligations under the legal framework in terms of the delivery of safe 
care to residents. Nursing homes are required, by law, to ensure that procedures consistent with 
the standards for the prevention and control of healthcare-associated infections published by 
HIQA are implemented by staff. The current infection prevention and control standards have 
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been in operation since 2018. Good and effective IPC procedures should be in place across the 
entire health and social care service as a matter of course.

In February 2021, a revised plan ‘Resilience and Recovery 2021 Plan: The Path Ahead’ was 
published by the Government. This plan recognises the need for longer-term reform of both old-
er persons and nursing home care, broadly reflecting the lessons learned from the COVID-19 
Nursing Homes Expert Panel and the pandemic. However, these structural reforms, including 
the policy and regulatory framework, extend beyond the scope of a temporary financial support 
scheme aimed at a specific, time-limited public health objective.

27/07/2021WREEEEE05400Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WREEEEE055002143. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when Covid-19 vaccinations will 
be approved by NIAC for 12 to 15-year-olds; and when they might receive same. [36677/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEE05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland welcomes the European Medi-
cines Agency age extension recommendation for the COVID-19 vaccine Comirnaty to include 
use in children aged 12 to 15. The National Immunisation Advisory Committee are reviewing 
the matter and will make a recommendation as appropriate. Currently, Ireland’s COVID-19 
Vaccination Programme is administering vaccines to those aged 16+.

27/07/2021WREEEEE05700Departmental Contracts

27/07/2021WREEEEE058002144. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the details of the nature, value 
and duration of contracts with a company (details supplied) to provide services in relation to 
contact tracing. [36678/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEE05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEEE06000Hospital Services

27/07/2021WREEEEE061002145. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the status of the devel-
opment of a new elective hospital for Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27794/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEE06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The development of elective hospital 
facilities in Dublin, Cork and Galway is in line with the National Development Plan, the Health 
Service Capacity Review, the Programme for Government and the Sláintecare Implementation 
Strategy & Action Plan 2021-2023.

The Elective Hospitals Oversight Group, under the joint governance of the HSE, Depart-
ment of Health and Sláintecare, is guiding the development of the elective hospitals, following 
the process outlined in the Public Spending Code.
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A Strategic Assessment Report has been completed and approved setting out the rationale 
for investment, the alignment of the programme with strategic requirements of Government, 
some initial options and potential costs, and the governance of the programme. 

A Preliminary Business Case (PBC) is being prepared. As part of the process, the Oversight 
Group made a call for site submissions from private owners, the HSE, Land Development 
Agency and Hospital Groups. Submissions are undergoing evaluation to examine their suitabil-
ity with a view to recommending a single preferred option in each location.  The site identifica-
tion process in Cork and Galway has been fully informed by discussions with relevant Hospital 
Groups.

Once completed, the PBC will be assessed by the Department of Public Expenditure & Re-
form and submitted to Government for consideration. 

27/07/2021WREEEEE06300Dental Services 

27/07/2021WREEEEE064002146. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the plans in place to tackle 
the long waiting lists for orthodontic treatment for young persons in Cork; if more consultant 
orthodontists will be recruited; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27795/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEE06500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WREEEEE06600Medical Cards

27/07/2021WREEEEE067002147. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health if persons will lose out 
on their medical cards as a result of accepting the pandemic unemployment payment; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28721/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEE06800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE PCRS assesses the Pandemic 
Unemployment Payment (PUP) as equivalent to employment income when conducting its fi-
nancial assessment for a medical card or GP Visit card.  This is because the rate of payment 
is aligned with previous earnings from employment and it also ensures alignment with the ap-
proach taken by the Department of Social Protection in relation to this payment.    

As all holders of medical cards and GP Visit cards are subject to periodic review by PCRS, 
the standard assessment/review processes with regard to all income apply to determine contin-
ued eligibility or not.   

However, with the phasing out of the PUP under the Government’s National Economic 
Action Plan, those persons who are not in employment will receive Jobseeker’s Benefit or Job-
seeker’s Assistance. In accordance with the HSE Medical Card and GP visit card  guidelines, 
where a person’s sole income is derived from a social welfare payment, even where this is more 
than the current means threshold, he/she will be awarded a medical card. 
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27/07/2021WREEEEE06900Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WREEEEE070002148. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health if he will increase the 
number of clinical placements that can be facilitated by the health service for nurses; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28722/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEE07100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy may be aware, the provi-
sion of clinical placements for student nurses and midwives is a matter for my colleague the 
Minister of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science.

Clinical placements are directly linked to the number of higher education places for nursing 
and midwifery. I am pleased to inform the Deputy that an additional 199 undergraduate nursing 
and midwifery places have been made available for the coming academic year, 2021/22, along 
with the associated clinical placements. This is in addition to the 153 additional places provided 
for the 2020/21 academic year. The total number of  available undergraduate nursing and mid-
wifery places for 2021/2022 will be 2,180. 

27/07/2021WREEEEE07200Hospital Charges

27/07/2021WREEEEE073002149. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 1127 of 31 March 2021, which stated that the HSE paid almost €600,000 to debt collection 
agencies in 2020 from persons who may have lost jobs and loved ones in the middle of a public 
health crisis, his views on whether this practice is appropriate in the current health emergency. 
[28058/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEE07400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Patient charges are a key element of the 
overall funding envelope of the Irish health system and are taken into account when agreeing 
the Annual Estimates and the subsequent preparation of the annual National Service Plan.

These charges typically include:

- Out-patient charges;

- Emergency Department charges;

- In-patient charges; and

- Long-term stay charges.

There are cohorts of people who are exempt from these charges, including, but not limited 
to persons with full eligibility, women receiving services in respect of motherhood, children up 
to the age of six weeks, children suffering from diseases prescribed under section 52 (2) of the 
Act, and persons receiving services for the diagnosis or treatment of infectious diseases. 

In addition, patients who opt for private in-patient services in public hospitals are liable for 
a range of private accommodation charges. There are no exemptions from these charges.

Non collection of debts owed directly impacts on the affordability of services provided 
by the Health Service Executive in any year. It is therefore incumbent on the HSE to take all 
reasonable steps to pursue amounts owed for services delivered. Debt collection agencies are 
engaged when normal billing arrangements have been unsuccessful.

The operational detail in relation to how outstanding charges are collected from patients 
by individual service areas within the HSE is a matter for the HSE.  However, members of the 
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Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer 
Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-
down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to 
restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised 
as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to 
resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEEE07500Hospital Charges

27/07/2021WREEEEE076002150. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 1127 of 31 March 2021, the amount of debt that was collected by debt collection agencies 
in 2020 due to the fact that the data is not centrally located; and when this data will be centrally 
located. [28059/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEE07700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Patient charges are a key element of the 
overall funding envelope of the Irish health system and are taken into account when agreeing 
the Annual Estimates and the subsequent preparation of the annual National Service Plan.

These charges typically include:

- Out-patient charges;

- Emergency Department charges;

- In-patient charges; and

- Long-term stay charges.

There are cohorts of people who are exempt from these charges, including, but not limited 
to persons with full eligibility, women receiving services in respect of motherhood, children up 
to the age of six weeks, children suffering from diseases prescribed under section 52 (2) of the 
Act, and persons receiving services for the diagnosis or treatment of infectious diseases. 

In addition, patients who opt for private in-patient services in public hospitals are liable for 
a range of private accommodation charges. There are no exemptions from these charges.

Non collection of debts owed directly impacts on the affordability of services provided 
by the Health Service Executive in any year. It is therefore incumbent on the HSE to take all 
reasonable steps to pursue amounts owed for services delivered. Debt collection agencies are 
engaged when normal billing arrangements have been unsuccessful.

The operational detail in relation to how outstanding charges are collected from patients 
by individual service areas within the HSE is a matter for the HSE.  However, members of the 
Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer 
Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-
down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to 
restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised 
as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to 
resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEEE07800Disability Services



27 July 2021

1059

27/07/2021WREEEEE079002151. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health the progress that has been made 
to reduce waiting times for autism services in counties Laois and Offaly. [36196/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEE08000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEEE08100Health Services

27/07/2021WREEEEE082002152. Deputy Brian Stanley asked the Minister for Health the progress that has been made 
to reduce waiting times for speech and language, occupational physiotherapy and child psy-
chology services in counties Laois and Offaly. [36195/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEE08300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRFFFFF00200Hospital Staff

27/07/2021WRFFFFF003002153. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of staffing vacancies 
currently in the South Tipperary Therapy Services Centre; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [36680/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFF00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRFFFFF00500Healthcare Policy

27/07/2021WRFFFFF006002154. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if the smoking ban applies to prem-
ises providing outdoor dining; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36681/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFF00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Outdoor dining areas are not subject to 
the workplace smoking ban under the Public Health (Tobacco) Acts.
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In April 2018 the Government agreed to support a Seanad Private Members’ Motion to 
legislate for the introduction of a smoking ban in areas where food is consumed, including in 
outdoor areas, and to address this measure on completion of the current tobacco control legisla-
tive project, the Public Health (Tobacco and Nicotine Inhaling Products) Bill.

A first draft of the Public Health (Tobacco and Nicotine Inhaling Products) Bill is awaited 
from the Office of Parliamentary Counsel. The General Scheme of the Bill was referred to the 
Oireachtas Committee on Health for pre-legislative scrutiny following approval by Govern-
ment in October 2019. A date for pre-legislative scrutiny is still to be confirmed.  

27/07/2021WRFFFFF00800Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRFFFFF009002155. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health the reason the daily breakdown 
of Covid-19 cases per county cannot be provided in view of the fact that this information must 
be readily available in order to collate the national daily figures; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [36682/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFF01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems.The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the 
HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2156 answered with Question No. 2075.

27/07/2021WRFFFFF01200Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRFFFFF013002157. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if the public health 
guidelines now in place regarding First Holy Communion and Confirmation ceremonies sched-
uled to take place prior to 5 July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36685/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFF01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My Department has confirmed with the 
Deputy that this Parliamentary Question was withdrawn as given the passage of time the ques-
tion is now out of date.

27/07/2021WRFFFFF01500Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRFFFFF016002158. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health when First Holy Com-
munion and Confirmation ceremonies will be permitted under Recovery and Resilience: The 
Path Ahead; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36686/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFF01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, on 29 
June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and society in line with 
Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
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significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status. 

Disease incidence has increased rapidly in recent weeks, especially among those who are 
not yet fully protected through vaccination and the outlook for the coming weeks is very un-
certain. 

In line with the delay to other July measures, the current advice is that religious ceremonies 
(outside of weddings and funerals) should not go ahead at present. This is in recognition of the 
multi household, multi-generational nature of these events and linked social activities and is a 
response to concerns from public health across the regions in relation to gatherings of this na-
ture. Unfortunately, due to current uncertainties there is not yet an indication of when religious 
ceremonies will recommence. The epidemiological situation will be monitored on an ongoing 
basis and the level of restrictions will be kept under review by Government.

Church leaders have been very supportive of the overall national public health response to 
date and the Government will continue to work with them to ensure that all ceremonies can 
return when it is safe to do so.

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines.

27/07/2021WRFFFFF01800Health Services

27/07/2021WRFFFFF019002159. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a report on the 
progress of children to access therapies such as occupational, speech and language and psychol-
ogy post the standard operating procedure for assessment of needs. [36233/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFF02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRFFFFF02100Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRFFFFF022002160. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Health the measures his Department and 
HSE Community Healthcare West have taken to recruit a temporary locum general practitioner 
following the resignation of a permanent general practitioner from the GMS practice in Kilti-
magh, County Mayo. [28425/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFF02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
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Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRFFFFF02400Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRFFFFF025002161. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Health if there is a plan to intro-
duce vaccinations for children between the ages of 12 to 15 years; if he will prioritise medically 
vulnerable children; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36708/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFF02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland welcomes the European Medi-
cines Agency age extension recommendation for the COVID-19 vaccine Comirnaty to include 
use in children aged 12 to 15. The National Immunisation Advisory Committee is reviewing the 
matter and will make a recommendation as appropriate. Currently, Ireland’s COVID-19 Vac-
cination Programme is administering vaccines to those aged 16+.

27/07/2021WRFFFFF02700Legislative Measures

27/07/2021WRFFFFF028002162. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Health the status of Ireland’s 
progress on implementing via legislation, the WHO Code of Marketing on Breast-milk Sub-
stitutes; his views on the reason there has been no progress made in this regard since 2013; his 
further views on the reason for the delay in adopting into domestic law the provisions of the 
WHO Code in its entirety; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36716/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFF02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As the HSE 
Breastfeeding Action Plan 2016-2021 is an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. How-
ever, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the infor-
mation to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a 
temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is 
working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas 
will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are 
encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.  

I can say however that promoting an increase in the number of new mothers breastfeeding 
is a priority in the Healthy Ireland Strategic Action plan 2021-2025. Infant formula is needed as 
not all babies are breastfed. 2021 is the year of the 40th anniversary of the adoption of the In-
ternational Code of Marketing of Breast Milk Substitutes which is aimed at protecting children 
and families from inappropriate marketing of breastmilk substitute products. The Code covers 
infant formula products up to the age of 3 years. 

My Department works closely with the HSE National Breast Feeding Co-ordinator, who 
has responsibility for the implementation of the HSE Breastfeeding Action Plan 2016-2021. 
I have been advised that the HSE has established the National Breastfeeding Implementation 
Group to progress the actions. One of these is reviewing the Code of Marketing of Breast Milk 
Substitutes in public health services and this is at final draft stage and is due for implementation, 
across all health services in 2021. 

27/07/2021WRFFFFF02950Legislative Measures
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27/07/2021WRFFFFF029752163. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Health the status the implementa-
tion of Action Item 3.13 of the National Breastfeeding Action Plan which pertains to the WHO 
Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36717/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFF02987Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this Par-
liamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, mem-
bers of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to 
answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point. 

However, I can advise the Deputy that promoting an increase in the number of new moth-
ers breastfeeding is a priority in the Healthy Ireland Strategic Action plan 2021-2025. Infant 
formula is needed as not all babies are breastfed. 2021 is the year of the 40th anniversary of 
the adoption of the International Code of Marketing of Breast Milk Substitutes which is aimed 
at protecting children and families from inappropriate marketing of breastmilk substitute prod-
ucts. The Code covers infant formula products up to the age of 3 years. I am advised that the 
HSE are working to strengthen compliance with the International Code of Marketing of Breast 
Milk Substitutes through partnership and cross sectoral working.

  Question No. 2164 answered with Question No. 1891.

27/07/2021WRFFFFF03100Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRFFFFF032002165. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); if the details for surgery will be confirmed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36722/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFF03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRFFFFF03400Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland

27/07/2021WRFFFFF035002166. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the cost to date spent by 
the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland in addition to the confirmed cost of €2,089,500 on 
its digitised registration system; the details of reasons for additional costs incurred; the way in 
which the total spend represents value for money; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36724/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFF036002167. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the number of complaints 
received by the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland from registrants, applicants, Ministers 
and other stakeholders via email, phone and letter relating to the annual retention fee process for 
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2021 and overseas applications since the roll-out of the digitalised registration system launched 
in September 2020 to date; the number of emails received by the registration department from 
overseas applicants in the Board’s registration inbox as of 1 July 2021 yet to be actioned in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36725/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFF037002168. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the number of registra-
tion staff employed by the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland noting the grade of staff 
member and their status, that is, permanent, agency, contract or other from January 2020 to date 
in 2021 by month in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36726/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFF038002169. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the reason the Nursing 
and Midwifery Board of Ireland is outsourcing for a period of 14 weeks its overseas registra-
tion application process; the details of the costs associated with the outsourcing of this body of 
work; the number of applications this external body will be dealing with; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [36727/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFF039002365. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 788 of 8 May 2019, the companies and or organisations employed on a contract 
basis by the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ireland from June 2016 to date, in tabular form 
including company or organisation name, purpose, length of engagement, tender yes or no and 
total cost for the relevant period of engagement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37510/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFF04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2166 
to 2169, inclusive, and 2365 together.

These PQs are referencing operational matters of the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Ire-
land (NMBI) and therefore have been referred to the NMBI to respond directly to the Deputy. 

  Question No. 2167 answered with Question No. 2166.

  Question No. 2168 answered with Question No. 2166.

  Question No. 2169 answered with Question No. 2166.

27/07/2021WRGGGGG00200Home Help Service

27/07/2021WRGGGGG003002170. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a decision will be made 
for a home support application for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [36728/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGG00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRGGGGG00500Home Help Service
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27/07/2021WRGGGGG006002171. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a decision will be made 
for a home support application for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [36729/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGG00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGGG00800Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRGGGGG009002172. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a child (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal will receive an appointment for an operation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [36730/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGG01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGGG01100Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRGGGGG012002173. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if there are plans to administer 
second dose Covid-19 vaccines in local vaccine centres if deemed safe to do so for those who 
received their first dose Covid-19 vaccines in hospital settings; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [36732/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGG01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGGG01400Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRGGGGG015002174. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason physiotherapy ap-
pointment frequency have changed for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [36733/21]
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27/07/2021WRGGGGG01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGGG01700Health Services

27/07/2021WRGGGGG018002175. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health the status of negotiations 
between the HSE and a group (details supplied) regarding the provision of services which con-
tinues to cause uncertainty and distress for service users and their families; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [36859/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGG01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, Saint John 
of God Community Services clg (SJOGCS) has given the HSE 12 months’ notice of its inten-
tion to terminate its Section 38 arrangement with a view to transferring responsibility for the 
provision of disability and mental health services to the State by 1 October 2021.

My foremost concern, which is shared by the HSE, is to ensure the continuity of appropriate 
disability services delivery by SJOGCS in line with strong governance mechanisms in a cost-
effective and equitable manner consistent with care and support needs.  

To this end, the HSE has established a Joint Governance Committee and a Joint Implemen-
tation Committee to plan for the orderly transfer of services to the HSE covering:

a. Services

b. Finance and Assets

c. Communications

d. Human Resources.  

I am very conscious that SJOGCS has played a significant role in the delivery of vital dis-
ability services and supports to service users and their families across the State for many years 
and the key focus at present is to ensure that the organisation is facilitated to maintain its impor-
tant service delivery role into the future in line with a reformed model of care.

Accordingly, in parallel with the work on the transition plan, the HSE is encouraging 
SJOGCS to engage in a Sustainability Impact Assessment, which would provide the  organisa-
tion with a pathway to financial and operational sustainability and enable the organisation to 
remain in service provision.

I would like to assure the Deputy that the needs of services users and their families are at 
the forefront of all considerations and decision-making in relation to the reform process.  In 
this regard, I am advised that the HSE is  closely engaging with the families of service users in 
relation to the overall process. 

27/07/2021WRGGGGG02000Vaccination Programme
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27/07/2021WRGGGGG021002176. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the medical advice for persons 
who have received a first vaccination dose of a vaccine (details supplied) in the UK and have 
now returned to live in Ireland, in respect of which vaccine they should have as a second dose 
and in respect of their record for the digital passport; if a vaccine obtained in the UK will be tak-
en into consideration for this purpose; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36860/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGG02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Digital COVID Certificate Regula-
tion is intended to facilitate people’s fundamental right to move and reside freely and help to 
support the lifting of restrictions currently in place in a coordinated manner within the EU.

As the Minister for Health, I am supporting the work of my Department in collaborating 
with relevant Departments under the leadership of the Department of Taoiseach to assist in the 
on-going implementation of the EU Digital COVID Certificates.

Arrangements for provision of vaccination certificates to persons not vaccinated in Ireland 
will be considered once the initial roll-out is in place.

27/07/2021WRGGGGG02300Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRGGGGG024002177. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the protection level against the 
delta variant provided by a vaccine (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [36861/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGG02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Covid-19 vaccines can only be ap-
proved and used if they comply with all the requirements of quality, safety and efficacy set out 
in the EU pharmaceutical legislation. Each of the authorised vaccines is indicated for the active 
immunisation to prevent Covid-19. The vaccine manufacturers are required to ensure that their 
products remain safe and effective for the authorised indication of prevention of Covid-19.

The European Commission (EC) has granted conditional marketing authorisations (CMA) 
to four vaccines against COVID-19 on foot of a positive recommendation from the European 
Medicines Agency (EMA). Following the recommendation for use of vaccines against CO-
VID-19 by the EMA and authorisation for use by the EC, the National Immunisation Advisory 
Committee (NIAC) develops guidance for their use in Ireland which is contained in the Immun-
isation Guidelines for Ireland. These guidelines are continuously updated and include guidance 
on all new vaccines as they are approved for use in Ireland.

Currently there are limited information from clinical trials with respect to protection against 
emerging variants.  Emerging variants require continuous monitoring of the vaccines’ perfor-
mance over time. 

27/07/2021WRGGGGG02600Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRGGGGG027002178. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health when those in the 30 to 34 age 
group can expect to receive their Covid-19 vaccinations. [36862/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGG02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the 
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HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGGG02900Primary Care Services

27/07/2021WRGGGGG030002179. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of counsellors and 
psychotherapists employed and or contracted under the CIPC service in 2019, 2020 and to date 
2021; the estimated cost of one hour of counselling delivered under the scheme; the cost for the 
full seven sessions per client; and the cost of the CIPC in each of the years 2018 to 2020; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [36863/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGG03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGGG03200Health Service Executive

27/07/2021WRGGGGG033002180. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 538 of 17 December 2020, if HSE Community Healthcare West has signed a lease for 
an alcohol treatment centre in Galway and will begin taking clients; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [36864/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGG03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this Par-
liamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, mem-
bers of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to 
answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGGG03500Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRGGGGG036002181. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health if he will clarify the requirement to 
obtain a negative PCR test prior to travel (details supplied) in relation to travel restrictions into 
the State from red-listed countries. [36379/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGG03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): S.I. 135 of 2021 provides for the testing 
and quarantine travel measures for arrivals to Ireland from overseas based on their country of 
departure and whether they hold accepted evidence of vaccination, recovery or a negative RT-
PCR test result.

Arrivals from designated states are required to present both proof of vaccination or recovery 
and a negative RT-PCR test result upon arrival to Ireland. They are then required to undergo 
14-days home quarantine at the address listed on their COVID-19 Passenger Locator Form. 
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This legal requirement to home quarantine can be shortened if a negative/not-detected result is 
obtained from a RT-PCR test taken no less than 5 days after arrival. 

For the purposes of travel, passengers  are considered vaccinated if they have been vacci-
nated with a vaccine approved by the European Medicines Agency with recommended number 
of days after the final dose, see table below.

A full course of any one of the following vaccines Regarded as vaccinated after:

2 doses of Pfizer-BioNtech Vaccine: BNT162b2 (Comirnaty®) 7 days

2 doses of Moderna Vaccine: CX-024414 (Moderna®) 14 days

2 doses of Oxford-AstraZeneca Vaccine: ChAdOx1-SARS-COV-2 (Vaxzevria® or Covishield) 15 days 

1 dose of Johnson & Johnson/Janssen Vaccine: Ad26.COV2-S [recombinant] (Janssen®) 14 days

Arrivals to Ireland from designated states who are not considered fully vaccinated and hold 
a negative PCR test result are required to enter mandatory hotel quarantine. 

27/07/2021WRGGGGG03800Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRGGGGG039002182. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health the way County Done-
gal compares to other counties in the speed of the roll-out of Covid-19 vaccines. [28315/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGG04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGGG04100Primary Care Centres

27/07/2021WRGGGGG042002183. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 430 of 1 July 2021, the timeline for the construction of the Drimnagh primary 
care centre. [36871/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGG04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGGG04400National Children’s Hospital

27/07/2021WRGGGGG045002184. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Health the proposed future usage 
of Crumlin Children’s Hospital once the new national children’s hospital opens; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [36872/21]
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27/07/2021WRGGGGG04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As of  1 January 2019, Children’s Health 
Ireland (CHI) governs the provision of paediatric services in  Dublin at the Crumlin, Temple 
Street and Tallaght, and at the new outpatient and urgent care centre on the campus of Connolly 
Hospital.  

Under the legislation establishing CHI, the boards of Crumlin and Temple Street hospitals 
voluntarily transferred  their assets and liabilities to the new entity. As such, the Crumlin hos-
pital campus has transferred to Children’s Health Ireland. Future uses for the Crumlin campus, 
following the transfer of services to the new hospital on the shared campus with St James’s, 
have not yet been determined.

  Question No. 2185 answered with Question No. 2045.

27/07/2021WRGGGGG04800Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRGGGGG049002186. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the pharmacies partici-
pating in the vaccine roll-out in the Connemara region of County Galway; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [36874/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGG05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGGG05100Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRGGGGG052002187. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Health the reason Ireland has not 
been sharing Covid-19 data with the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (de-
tails supplied). [36362/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGG05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On May 14th the HSE suffered a major 
cyber-attack on its IT systems which significantly interrupted the usual processes for surveil-
lance reporting, including reporting to international organisations including the ECDC, and has 
required the development of interim surveillance arrangements.

During the COVID-19 pandemic the HSE-HPSC has uploaded COVID-19 data from the 
national infectious disease surveillance system (CIDR) and other sources to ECDC via The 
European Surveillance System (TESSy system) on a weekly basis. These data were used to 
populate a range of ECDC outputs which describe the epidemiological situation across Europe, 
including the “Maps in support of the council recommendation on a coordinated approach to 
travel measures in the EU”, www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/covid-19/situation-updates/weekly-maps-
coordinated-restriction-free-movement

HPSC has continued to provide daily updates to ECDC on the estimated number of cases 
and these data, including 14-day case notification rate per 100,000 inhabitants have been pub-
lished on their website uninterrupted since the cyber-attack.

However, not all practices were possible with the interim surveillance arrangements, includ-



27 July 2021

1071

ing the reporting of all data necessary for ECDC to populate their maps. The principal reason 
was because these more detailed datasets must be uploaded through TESSy, access to which 
has not been possible until all necessary measures were put in place to assure the safety of the 
HSE network.

Permission to access TESSy again was granted by the ECDC during the ending 25/06/2021. 
HPSC has developed work around solutions to prepare the necessary data. Data was uploaded 
on 29/06/2021, and Ireland was included in the map published on Thursday 01/07/2021 and in 
each subsequent weekly update.

27/07/2021WRGGGGG05400Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRGGGGG055002188. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health if a person without transport with 
a debilitating respiratory condition requiring constant oxygen can be accommodated for their 
second vaccine in a centre located closer to them rather than a centre located further away in 
which they received the first vaccine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36875/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGG05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the 
HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHHH00200Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRHHHHH003002189. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Health if he will issue 
guidelines in relation to nursing home residents leaving the nursing home for day visits; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [36876/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHH004002280. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health when residents of nurs-
ing homes who are fully vaccinated will be permitted to leave the grounds of the nursing home 
for family occasions and be with family for walks and so on; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37224/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHH00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 2189 and 2280 together.

The Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) has recently published updated guidance 
on visiting in long-term residential care: COVID-19: Normalising Visiting in Long Term Resi-
dential Care Facilities (LTRCFs). This guidance came into effect on 19 July. The public health 
advice is to restore visiting to near normal in terms of frequency of visits in those settings with 
a high level of vaccination of residents as quickly as possible, while also recognising the need 
to remain cautious as we continue to deal with the evolving risks associated with COVID-19. 

The new guidance provides that:

- Providers should put in place the necessary measures to progress to more normalised visit-
ing and visiting frequency as quickly as possible in line with public health guidance with no 
more than two visitors at any one time.
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- Routine visiting will no longer need to be scheduled in advance.

- There is no requirement to have a list of nominated visitors.

- The duration of the visit should not be limited.

- Fewer restrictions will apply to residents going on outings or visits outside of the nursing 
home. 

In relation to outings the guidance provides that outings and visits to a home can be facili-
tated If there is a high level of vaccination in the nursing home. Nursing home residents are 
reminded that they should follow public health advice while on outings from the nursing home. 
This means keeping distance from other people, regularly washing hands and wearing masks 
when indoors with people that might not be vaccinated. The guidance states that residents do 
not need to stay in their room on their return from a drive or visit. If a resident is not vaccinated 
the risk to them of going out to meet other people is a lot greater especially if the people they 
meet are not vaccinated. 

Notwithstanding the current positive epidemiological outlook and the cautious reopening of 
society, risks continue to remain and emergent risks such as variants of concern present ongoing 
challenges and the need for vigilance. Visiting arrangements should continue to take account 
of general public health advice and the necessary infection prevention and control measures, to 
reduce the risk of introduction and spread of COVID-19 and protect those living in our com-
munities. This is particularly important in the context of the increasing prevalence of the more 
transmissible Delta variant. This new variant poses a significant risk, in particular to those who 
are not yet fully protected though vaccination.  

Visitors are reminded of their responsibilities with regard to self-checks for COVID-19 in 
advance of visits, infection and prevention control and social interaction with all individuals, 
while in the nursing home.  

The guidance will be kept under continuing review as new evidence and data emerges. 

27/07/2021WRHHHHH00600Abortion Services

27/07/2021WRHHHHH007002190. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 448 of 1 July 2021, the details of the recruitment process and selection criteria through 
which the independent expert chosen to lead the review of the operation of the Health (Regula-
tion of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 is being made; if the independent expert has been 
selected; if so, the name of this person; the remuneration being provided to the Independent 
expert; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36886/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHH00800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Deputy’s previous question con-
cerned the review of the operation of the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 
2018, required under section 7 of the Act, which is being progressed this year.

The approach to the review has not yet been finalised.

27/07/2021WRHHHHH00900Abortion Services

27/07/2021WRHHHHH010002191. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 448 of 1 July 2021, the details of the stakeholder groups he has met as part of the review 
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of the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018; when and the locations in 
which such meetings were held; if they were sought by his Department or by the stakeholder 
groups; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36887/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHH011002536. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details on the 
stakeholder groups he met with to discuss the approach being taken with the three year review 
of the Health Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy Act; the names of the stakeholders with 
whom he met; and the dates upon which these meetings took place. [38006/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHH012003195. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health the stakeholder groups that he 
met as part of the consultation in relation to the review of the abortion legislation; the method 
by which they were selected; if he is satisfied that these groups represent the broad spectrum of 
Irish opinion on this sensitive issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40738/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHH01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2191, 
2536 and 3195 together.

The Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 was signed into law on 20 
December 2018 and commenced on 1 January 2019. Section 7 of the Act states that “The Min-
ister shall, not later than 3 years after the commencement of this section, carry out a review of 
the operation of this Act”.    

The review is being progressed this year.   

At their request, I held online meetings with stakeholder groups in early June to discuss 
the approach for the review which is being developed by my Department. This included the 
Oireachtas All-Party Group on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights, and a group of 
Civil Society organisations brought together by the National Women’s Council of Ireland.  

The approach for the review will be finalised in due course.

27/07/2021WRHHHHH01400Parliamentary Questions

27/07/2021WRHHHHH015002192. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 449 of 1 July 2021, the reason he completely ignored the substance of the question that was 
asked and provided an identical answer as that provided to Parliamentary Question No. 448 of 
1 July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36898/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHH01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Deputy’s previous question con-
cerned the review of the operation of the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 
2018, required under section 7 of the Act, which is being progressed this year.

Information available at the time on the process involved was provided in the response to 
the Deputy. The approach to the review has not yet been finalised.

27/07/2021WRHHHHH01700Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRHHHHH018002193. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Health if he will extend the abil-
ity for those aged 35-40 years to register directly with pharmacies for vaccination in line with 
the system now in place for 18-34 year olds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36900/21]



Questions - Written Answers

1074

27/07/2021WRHHHHH01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the 
HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHHH02000Health Service Executive

27/07/2021WRHHHHH021002194. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the buildings in Mullingar and 
its environs owned or operated by the Health Service Executive. [36906/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHH02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHHH02300Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRHHHHH024002195. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health if a refund mechanism is in place 
for those financially impacted by the unavailability of the drug payments scheme during the 
cyber-attack on the HSE network. [36907/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHH02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Drugs Payment Scheme card holders 
who have paid over the monthly threshold of €114 can apply to the HSE for a refund of the 
amount above the threshold.

Further details and the refund claim form are available on the HSE website at www2.hse.ie/
services/drugs-payment-scheme/drugs-payment-scheme-card.html

27/07/2021WRHHHHH02600Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRHHHHH027002196. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the reason those attending for 
vaccinations in County Westmeath are being forced to attend two separate vaccination centres 
for either dose which are 75 kilometres apart given the restrictions on public transport; and the 
other options that are available for transport.  [36908/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHH02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the 
HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
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Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHHH02900Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRHHHHH030002197. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health if those waiting on their second 
dose of a Covid-19 vaccine will be able to obtain same via a pharmacist. [36909/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHH03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the 
HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHHH03200Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRHHHHH033002198. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the number of children waiting 
on psychological services in County Longford in tabular form. [36910/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHH03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHHH03500Departmental Reviews

27/07/2021WRHHHHH036002199. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 618 of 5 May 2021 and the reply by  the HSE, when the boarding out scheme was last 
reviewed by his Department or an agency under his Department. [36911/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHH03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The HSE com-
pleted a review of the Boarding Out Scheme in 2017.  The Scheme facilitates older people to 
remain in their communities where they may otherwise be accommodated in residential care. It 
can also help to reduce social isolation.  While the use of the Boarding Out Scheme by the HSE 
has traditionally been small there is value in exploring it further. I have requested that officials 
in the Department consider this model of care and the Regulations in the context of our overall 
commitment to enhancing opportunities for older people to stay in their homes and communi-
ties for longer. I expect preliminary work to begin later this year. 

27/07/2021WRHHHHH03800Disease Management

27/07/2021WRHHHHH039002200. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken regard-



Questions - Written Answers

1076

ing the diagnosis and subsequent treatment of Lyme disease and to ensure that persons suffering 
with Lyme disease or chronic Lyme disease are being properly supported; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [36947/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHH04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHHH04100Health Services

27/07/2021WRHHHHH042002201. Deputy Patrick O’Donovan asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
regarding a report (details supplied) commissioned by the HSE; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [36948/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHH04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRHHHHH04400Healthcare Policy

27/07/2021WRHHHHH045002202. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if he will review the blood 
donation policy in view of recent policy changes in blood donation policy in the UK; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [36949/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHH04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The remit of the Irish Blood Transfu-
sion Service (IBTS) is to provide a safe, reliable and robust blood service to the Irish health sys-
tem. A major objective of the IBTS is to ensure that it always has the necessary programmes and 
procedures in place to protect both the recipients and the donors of blood and blood products. 
The IBTS constantly keeps all deferral policies under active review, in the light of scientific 
evidence, emerging infections and international evidence, to ensure the ongoing safety of blood 
and the products derived from it.

The IBTS lifted its lifelong ban on men who have sex with men (MSM) from donating 
blood in January 2017, when the deferral policy was reduced to a period of one year following 
their last sexual encounter with a man. 

My Department is in the process of establishing a post-implementation surveillance moni-
toring group to assess the impact, if any, on the incidence of transfusion transmitted infections, 
following the change to donor deferral policies in 2017.  The output of this Group will provide 
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an evidence base that can inform future decisions on proposed changes to deferral policies, 
including any future changes to MSM deferral policy. 

27/07/2021WRHHHHH04700Hospital Waiting Lists

27/07/2021WRHHHHH048002203. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the number of patients cur-
rently waiting on the endoscopy waiting list at University Hospital Kerry; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [36959/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHH049002204. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the number of patients cur-
rently waiting on the endoscopy waiting list for longer than 13 weeks at University Hospital 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36960/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHH050002205. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the number of patients cur-
rently waiting on the endoscopy waiting list for longer than 26 weeks at University Hospital 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36961/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHH051002206. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the number of patients cur-
rently waiting on the endoscopy waiting list for longer than 39 weeks at University Hospital 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36962/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHH052002207. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the number of patients cur-
rently waiting on the endoscopy waiting list for longer than 52 weeks at University Hospital 
Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36963/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHH05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2203 
to 2207, inclusive, together.

It is recognised that waiting times for scheduled appointments and procedures have been 
impacted in the last sixteen months as a direct result of the COVID-19 pandemic and more re-
cently as a result of the ransomware attack. 

While significant progress was made in reducing waiting times from June 2020 onwards, 
the surge in Covid-19 cases in the first quarter of 2021, and the resultant curtailment of acute 
hospital services, is reflected in the most recently available waiting list figures to 13th May 
2021. 

On 23 March 2021 the HSE published the “Safe Return to Health Services Plan”, outlining 
a three phased approach for the proposed restoration of services across Community Services, 
Acute Hospital Operations, Cancer Services and Screening Services. It sets target times for 
their safe return and details the conditions and challenges that will have to be met. However, 
the implementation of this plan was suspended pending the resolution of the recent ransomware 
attack, which had a significant impact on acute hospitals. 

 The HSE has been working since 14th May last to recover the effects of the cyber attack 
on its systems. The HSE advise that at present most systems are operational and services are 
returning to normal activity. There is a challenge in back entering data and there are still a num-
ber of areas of ongoing concern. The HSE was already seeking to recover from the Covid peak 
in the first quarter of this year and the ransomware attack has delayed this and had the effect of 
increasing access delays for services. My Department  does not have full access to information 
on the impact of this ransomware attack on elective waiting lists but will provide an update as 
soon as one is available.
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 An additional €240 million has been provided in Budget 2021 for an access to care fund, 
€210m of which has been allocated to the HSE and a further €30m to the National Treatment 
Purchase Fund (NTPF). This is to be used to fund additional capacity to address the shortfall 
arising as a result of infection control measures taken in the context of COVID-19, as well as 
addressing backlogs in waiting lists. 

My Department, the HSE and the NTPF are currently working on a Multiannual Waiting 
List Plan to address waiting lists and bring them in line with Sláintecare targets over the com-
ing years. 

The HSE continues to work to improve access, particularly to urgent colonoscopy services. 
In addition, the NTPF is working closely with individual hospitals to improve access to endos-
copy/colonoscopy services for waiting list patients, including through the outsourcing of G.I. 
Scopes treatment to private hospitals for clinically suitable patients, where capacity is available.

In 2020 the NTPF arranged 7,399 scopes for patients. The NTPF continues to commission 
treatment for patients and plans to double the number of scopes it arranges in 2021. 

Due to the ongoing IT issues triggered by the HSE cyber-attack, the NTPF has been unable 
to receive weekly national hospital waiting list data or downloads. The latest published waiting 
list information was collated by the NTPF on 13 May 2021. The data requested by the Deputy 
regarding the Endoscopy waiting list at University Hospital Kerry is outlined in the attached 
document which provides the waiting list for G.I.Scopes by time band on 13 May 2021.

G.I. Endoscopy Waiting List at University Hospital Kerry at 13 May 2021

Latest Column Labels

Row Labels  0-6 Mths  6-12 Mths 12-18 Mths  18+ Mths Grand Total

University Hospital Kerry 696 2 0 0 698

  Question No. 2204 answered with Question No. 2203.

  Question No. 2205 answered with Question No. 2203.

  Question No. 2206 answered with Question No. 2203.

  Question No. 2207 answered with Question No. 2203.

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ00200Health Service Executive

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ003002208. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health the correct procedure is in 
which a complaint is made to yoursay@hse.ie in relation to the behaviour of a social worker. 
[36964/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE aim to provide safe and high-
quality services so patients receive the best care and treatment. Patient feedback matters and 
helps the HSE in improving their service.

  HSE ‘’Your Say’’ are interested in feedback related to:

What worked, what could improve, what didn’t work, make a comment, compliment or 
complaint

There are many ways you can inform them of your experience:

Tell the people caring for you today.Fill in the online feedback form, available at www2.
hse.ie/services/forms/your-service-your-say/ Email them at yoursay@hse.ie. Fill out the paper 
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feedback form and put it in the feedback box or give it to a member of staff.Send a letter to the 
service - a staff member can give you the contact details. Call them on 1890 424 555 from 9am 
to 5pm Monday to Friday. Call 045 880 429 from a mobile.Call HSE Live on 1800 700 700 
from 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 10am to 5pm on Saturday. You can call +353 1 240 
8787 from outside of Ireland.The paper feedback form is available in 9 languages at the end of 
this page.

If you’re not able to give feedback yourself, you can ask a relative, carer or advocate to do 
this for you.

You can also report a concern about a vulnerable adult in the care of the HSE to the confi-
dential recipient. More details of this can be accessed here: 

www2.hse.ie/services/hse-complaints-and-feedback/report-a-concern-about-a-vulnerable-
adult-in-care-to-the-confidential-recipient.html   

Comments and compliments

A comment could be a suggestion for service improvement. It can also be an observation 
made by a service user that can lead to learning by the organisation.

If you have a comment or compliment, we will share your feedback with the service or staff 
member.

A complaint should include:

Who was involved. What happened and when. What your concerns are. Have you done 
anything to resolve this matter. What you want to happen now. Please provide any extra infor-
mation and copies of other relevant documents.  

  What happens after you make a complaint:

You may have had a poor experience and told a member of staff or the person providing 
your care. If so, they will try to help you straight away, if possible, or within 48 hours.

If you made a written complaint, we will let you know that we have received your complaint 
within 5 working day.

The HSE will then:  

look into your complaint and respond to you within 30 working dayscontact you to ask for 
more time, if needed keep you updated every 20 working days after that we might call or ask to 
meet you to hear more about it.

If you are not happy with the outcome of your complaint, you can ask for an internal review 
by the HSE.  You can also ask for an external review from the Ombudsman or the Ombudsman 
for Children.

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ00500Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ006002209. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health when dance teachers will be 
allowed restart operating dance classes from community centres. [36965/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ007002865. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Health when restrictions will be 
eased for indoor dance schools; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39422/21]
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27/07/2021WRJJJJJ008003229. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the plans that are in place 
to safely resume indoor dance classes and similar activities for children; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40897/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ00900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2209, 
2865 and 3229 together.

As the Deputies will be aware, on 29 June, Government announced the next phase of re-
opening the economy and society in line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status. 

Disease incidence has increased rapidly in recent weeks, especially among those who are 
not yet fully protected through vaccination and the outlook for the coming weeks is very un-
certain. 

Unfortunately, due to current uncertainties there is not yet an indication of when indoor 
dance classes will be permitted. The epidemiological situation will be monitored on an ongoing 
basis and the level of restrictions will be kept under review by Government.

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines.

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ01000Disability Services

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ011002210. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will address the im-
mediate funding need for dementia specific day care services provided by a society (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36969/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ01200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

Grateful if you could cc john_mooney@health.gov.ie and aisling_mcgrath@health.gov.ie 
on the reply please.

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ01300Health Services

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ014002211. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the supports in place to assist pa-
tients requiring the use of incontinence pads and those with carers using personal protection 
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equipment to pay for the cost of the disposal of such items given the large weight which ac-
cumulates with their use and consequent higher waste charges; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [36970/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ01500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE have previously advised that 
there are no grants available for the disposal of such waste. 

However, I am aware that the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions is exploring the possibility of introducing supports to persons with long term incontinence 
with respect to the disposal of medical incontinence wear.

 Question No. 2212 answered with Question No. 1925.

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ01600Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ017002213. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of dentists that have 
notified his Department or the HSE that they are opting out of treating patients under the medi-
cal card scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36972/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ01800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): There are approximately 1,200 con-
tracted dentists at present providing oral healthcare to medical card holders under the Dental 
Treatments Services Scheme (DTSS). HSE figures indicate that from the start of the pandemic 
until the end of April 2021 over 200 dentists left the Scheme or notified the HSE of their intent 
to leave, with 112 applications for new contracts being processed. 

Some people are experiencing problems in accessing a service close to their home. Howev-
er, I have been assured by the HSE that their local services on the ground will assist any persons 
who are experiencing problems in accessing a service. 

I am committed to ensuring the sustainability and viability of the DTSS, which will need to 
be revised to align it with modern evidence. There was an intention to commence a review of 
the DTSS contract last year. Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, this was not possible. 

Officials in my Department and from the HSE are currently engaging with the Irish Dental 
Association on matters relating to the provision of services under the Dental Treatment Services 
Scheme.

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ01900Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ020002214. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide Co-
vid-19 booster shots to nursing homes over the coming months; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [36973/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ02100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Immunisation Advisory 
Committee (NIAC) is currently reviewing future vaccination requirements, including the po-
tential need for booster shots and is expected to make recommendations in this regard shortly. 
Following receipt of the NIAC advice, my Department and the HSE will consider the appropri-
ate operational measures to implement the recommendations.
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27/07/2021WRJJJJJ02200Covid-19 Tests

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ023002215. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the terms of reference for 
the report on rapid antigen testing which is being chaired by a person (details supplied); the 
timeline for completion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36974/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ024002329. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Health if rapid antigen testing for 
the aviation sector will be included in the terms of reference of the recent group chaired by a 
person (details supplied) to implement antigen testing in Ireland; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37385/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2215 
and 2329 together.

I have established an Expert Advisory Group on Rapid Testing. The group, chaired by Pro-
fessor Mary Horgan, will support and advise government departments that are responsible for 
progressing pilots and the roll-out of rapid tests in their respective sectors. The Group’s Terms 
of Reference and further information can be found at:

www.gov.ie/en/press-release/e2767-minister-donnelly-establishes-expert-advisory-group-
on-rapid-testing/.

  Question No. 2216 answered with Question No. 2142.

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ02700Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ028002217. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if medication (details sup-
plied) will be included on the medical card list and long-term illness schemes for reimburse-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36996/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drugs schemes, in 
accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.

In line with the 2013 Act and the national framework agreed with industry, a company must 
submit an application to the HSE to have a new medicine added to the reimbursement list.

Reimbursement is for licensed indications which have been granted market authorisation by 
the European Medicines Agency or the Health Products Regulatory Authority.

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE).

The HSE advises that, on 5 February 2020, it received two applications for the reimburse-
ment of Epidyolex:

- for use as adjunctive therapy of seizures associated with Lennox-Gastaut Syndrome in 
conjunction with clobazam, for patients two years of age and older.

- for use as adjunctive therapy of seizures associated with Dravet Syndrome in conjunction 
with clobazam, for patients two years of age and older.

On 5 February 2020, the HSE commissioned the NCPE to complete rapid reviews with re-
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spect to each of these indications.  The NCPE recommended full health technology assessments 
(HTAs) to assess the clinical effectiveness and cost effectiveness of Epidyolex compared with 
the current standard of care with respect to the above indications. On 16 March 2020, the HSE 
commissioned a full pharmacoeconomic assessment for these indications.

In July 2020, the applicant’s HTA submissions for both of the above indications were re-
ceived by the NCPE. On 8 March 2021, the NCPE completed its assessments of these indica-
tions, recommending in both cases that Epidyolex not be approved for reimbursement unless 
cost effectiveness could be improved relative to existing treatments.

The final HTA reports will be reviewed by the HSE Drugs Group, along with the outputs of 
commercial negotiations which took place in April 2021, and any patient group submissions re-
ceived during the HTA process. The HSE Drugs Group will consider all the evidence and make 
a recommendation to the HSE Executive Management Team (EMT).

The HSE has also advised that a further pricing/reimbursement application was received 
with respect Epidyolex on 9 June 2021 for the following indication:

- for use as an adjunctive therapy of seizures associated with tuberous sclerosis complex 
(TSC) for patients 2 years of age and older.

On 9 June 2021, the HSE commissioned a rapid review with respect to this indication. On 
8 July 2021, the NCPE completed this rapid review and recommended a full HTA to assess the 
clinical effectiveness and cost effectiveness of Epidyolex compared with the current standard of 
care, on the basis of the proposed price relative to currently available therapies.

The HSE EMT is the decision-making body for the reimbursement of medicines under the 
Health Act 2013 and it will, following receipt of the outcome of the Drugs Group’s delibera-
tions, make the decisions on whether Epidyolex will be reimbursed for the above indications.

Given the disruption caused by the cyberattack on its IT systems, the HSE is currently 
working to restore all of its operations, in accordance with the priority needs for the safe and 
effective functioning of the health service. The timelines for medicine pricing/reimbursement 
applications to be deliberated on by the HSE EMT may therefore be outside of those usually 
expected.

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ03000Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ031002218. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
raised in correspondence (details supplied) in relation to those who cannot take second dose of 
a vaccine due to a health condition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36998/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ032002220. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health his proposals to address cases 
whereby a citizen has received one dose of a Covid-19 vaccination (details supplied) but due to 
a negative reaction has been medically advised not to receive the second dose; if provision will 
be made for a different vaccine to be administered for the second dose; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37000/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2218 
and 2220 together.

Ireland’s COVID-19 vaccination programme strategy is to distribute all available vaccines 
as quickly as is operationally possible, prioritising those who are most vulnerable to COV-
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ID-19. The programme is based on the principles of safety, effectiveness and fairness, with the 
objective of reducing severe illness, hospitalisations and deaths from COVID-19 infection.

The immunisation programme in Ireland is based on the advice of the National Immunisation 
Advisory Committee (NIAC). The Committee’s recommendations are based on the prevalence 
of the relevant disease in Ireland and international best practices in relation to immunisation. It 
makes recommendations on vaccination policy to my Department. The NIAC review all data 
relating to COVID-19 vaccines on a rolling basis. Following the recommendation for use of 
vaccines against COVID-19 by the European Medicines Agency (EMA) and authorisation for 
use by the European Commission, the NIAC develops guidance for their use in Ireland which 
is contained in the Immunisation Guidelines for Ireland. These guidelines are continuously 
updated and include guidance on all new vaccines as they are approved for use in Ireland.The 
current Guidelines state: There are currently four COVID-19 Vaccines authorised for use in 
Ireland. The vaccines are not interchangeable. For vaccines that have a two-dose schedule, the 
same vaccine should be used for both doses.

You can read the guidelines at: www.hse.ie/eng/health/immunisation/hcpinfo/guidelines/
covid19.pdf

There is insufficient evidence to recommend a change from the authorised two-dose Vaxzevr-
ia® schedule or to support giving an mRNA vaccine instead of the second dose of Vaxzevria®. 
There is a need for further evidence on the safety and effectiveness of mixed (heterologous)
vaccine schedules. Further information is expected in the coming months which may warrant 
an update of these recommendations.

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ03400Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ035002219. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health if the temporary assistance 
payment scheme payable to nursing homes will be extended; his views on whether that to end 
such supports now is contrary to advice received from the Covid-19 Nursing Homes Expert 
Panel and HIQA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [36999/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ036002311. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health if he will extend the temporary 
assistance payment scheme for nursing homes until 31 December 2021; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37317/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 2219 and 2311 together.

The Temporary Assistance Payment Scheme (TAPS) was established in April 2020 as a 
temporary administrative measure in response to the challenges faced by the nursing home 
sector at the start of the pandemic. As the pandemic continued, additional support measures for 
private and voluntary nursing homes have been delivered through the Health Service Executive 
(HSE). 

As of 22 July 2021, 7,909 claims had been submitted as part of the Scheme. In total, €134.5 
million has been made available under TAPS between 2020 and 2021. 

Due to the ongoing high level of risk associated with COVID-19 during this period, the 
Department of Health extended the scheme twice, far beyond the originally planned timescale 
of three months. The further extension of the scheme was outlined in the Government’s Plan 
‘Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living with COVID-19’, published in Septem-
ber 2020. This provided assurance of the Scheme’s availability and a planned timeframe of 
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operation to the end of June 2021. 

The cessation of TAPS at the end of June, as planned and previously announced, was com-
municated with all relevant stakeholders, including Nursing Homes Ireland – the national rep-
resentative body for the private and voluntary nursing home sector. 

There has been a marked improvement in the status of the virus in nursing homes due to the 
roll-out of the National Vaccination Programme – COVID-19 cases and outbreaks in nursing 
homes are now at a very low level compared with the first quarter of the year and, overall, the 
epidemiological situation is very positive. It is the Department’s understanding that currently 
there is one open outbreak in a nursing home. 

(Please note that the cyber-attack on the HSE on 14 May 2021 has prevented the routine 
notification of cases, associated deaths and outbreaks of COVID-19 to the Computerised Infec-
tious Disease Reporting (CIDR) system. As an interim measure, provisional epidemiological 
reports are being prepared but have not undergone the data validation procedures undertaken 
through CIDR. For this reason, data continues to be provisional at this time.) 

The Scheme has fulfilled its temporary purpose of providing financial support to nursing 
homes to address COVID-19. Although the risk is greatly reduced, it has not been completely 
eliminated, therefore the outbreak assistance element of the Scheme will continue to be avail-
able to nursing homes until the end of 2021. Availability of outbreak assistance is subject to the 
overall sanctioned amount of €42m for 2021. 

The substantial package of non-financial supports outlined below will continue to be pro-
vided for the time being:

- Provision of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). The continued supply of PPE is a key 
support mechanism and will be provided in line with clinical and public health recommenda-
tions;

- The COVID-19 Response Teams established to support Public Health Outbreak teams 
covering all residential services as well as home support settings. All stakeholders, includ-
ing the COVID-19 Nursing Homes Expert Panel, have highlighted the significant contribution 
these new teams have made to supporting nursing homes throughout the pandemic;

- The HSE Temporary Accommodation Scheme;

- HSE training and development resources, including the opening up of HSeLanD to private 
and voluntary providers.

- IPC support and advice;

- The substantial suite of publicly available guidance developed to support the sector. 

These measures and supports reflect a significant investment by the State to support nursing 
homes and other services such as the COVID-19 Response Teams, and are a clear signal of the 
work that is ongoing to integrate the wider health system. 

It is also important to reflect that all nursing homes, as registered providers with HIQA, 
have well-established obligations under the legal framework in terms of the delivery of safe 
care to residents. Nursing homes are required, by law, to ensure that procedures consistent with 
the standards for the prevention and control of healthcare-associated infections published by 
HIQA are implemented by staff. The current infection prevention and control standards have 
been in operation since 2018. Good and effective IPC procedures should be in place across the 
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entire health and social care service as a matter of course. 

In February 2021, a revised plan ‘Resilience and Recovery 2021 Plan: The Path Ahead’ was 
published by the Government. This plan recognises the need for longer-term reform of both old-
er persons and nursing home care, broadly reflecting the lessons learned from the COVID-19 
Nursing Homes Expert Panel and the pandemic. However, these structural reforms, including 
the policy and regulatory framework, extend beyond the scope of a temporary financial support 
scheme aimed at a specific, time-limited public health objective.

  Question No. 2220 answered with Question No. 2218.

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ03900Disability Services

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ040002221. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the capital and current funding 
that was allocated to disability services in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021 for transport to day 
services for persons with disabilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37004/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ041002222. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the additional cost of increasing 
funding for transport to day services for persons with disabilities by 5%, 10% and 25%, respec-
tively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37005/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 2221 and 2222 together.

The Department of Health and the HSE provide specialist disability services, including Day 
Services and Rehabilitative Training, to people with disabilities who require such services. The 
HSE has no statutory obligation to provide transport services and no funding is allocated for 
this. Transport is not considered a core health service and as such Day Service funding does not 
include transport. 

Some transport supports are provided by the HSE or funded agencies on a discretionary ba-
sis, and a variety of transport solutions are pursued in different CHO areas. These include travel 
training by to enable public transport to be used upon commencement of a day programme 
(where applicable), local transport such as Local Link, private bus transport providers and taxis, 
funded via a combination of service provider, HSE funding, service user contribution, and / or 
combined funding; and some service providers provide transport where capacity exists.  

In general, day service users are in receipt of disability allowance and are automatically 
entitled to the Free Travel Pass. 

In CHO1 (Cavan, Donegal, Leitrim, Monaghan and Sligo) where transport for clients ac-
cessing HSE services is a particular challenge due to limited public transport, the HSE works 
with local Rural Transport Companies / Local Links to provide door to door transport for people 
attending HSE funded services from their home to their Day Service subject to minimal user 
charges. 

There are improvements in access to a range of transport supports available to persons with 
disabilities in the State, for example the Disabled Drivers and Disabled Passengers scheme, 
operated by the Revenue Commissioners; the Free Travel Scheme operated by the Department 
of Employment Affairs and Social Protection; and CLÁR funding, approved by the Minister for 
Rural and Community Development, to voluntary organisations providing transport for people 
with significant mobility issues. 
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Under the National Disability Inclusion Strategy 2017 - 2021, the Department of Transport, 
Tourism and Sport has responsibility for the continued development of accessibility and avail-
ability of accessible public transport. 

  Question No. 2222 answered with Question No. 2221.

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ04400Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ045002223. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Health when plans for home vac-
cinations of the under 70s will be made available. [37006/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ04700Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ048002224. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Health if he will authorise pharma-
cies to provide Covid-19 vaccines to the 35-40 age cohort. [37007/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the 
HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ05000Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ051002225. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
supplied) who began working as a health worker after the healthcare worker vaccine portal 
closed will receive their vaccine appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37072/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.
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27/07/2021WRJJJJJ05300Health Services

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ054002226. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if the full range of supports 
and services required by a person (details supplied) will be put in place; if a social worker will 
be appointed to their case to assess his requirements for care at home and at school; and if the 
matter will be expedited. [37073/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ05600Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ057002227. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Health the status of the 
inquiry into the historical licensing and use of the anti-epileptic drug sodium valproate epilim; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37074/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJ05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Details of the proposed inquiry into the 
historical licensing and use of sodium valproate in Ireland are currently being considered by 
officials within the Department of Health.

27/07/2021WRKKKKK00200Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRKKKKK003002228. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Health when the three whole-time 
equivalent dietitian posts announced in January 2021 will be recruited as part of winter plan 
will commence their posts in University of Limerick Hospital adult diabetes services; and the 
portion of these posts that are assigned to adult diabetes care in the acute services in Limerick, 
Ennis and Nenagh diabetes clinics. [37075/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKK00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRKKKKK00500Hospital Services

27/07/2021WRKKKKK006002229. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Health the number of persons with 
diabetes over the age of 18 years attending University of Limerick Hospitals Groups’ adult dia-
betes service who are using insulin pump therapy to manage their condition. [37076/21]
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27/07/2021WRKKKKK00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRKKKKK00800Hospital Waiting Lists

27/07/2021WRKKKKK009002230. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Health the number of persons with 
diabetes who are waiting on a first appointment to the outpatient’s diabetes clinic in University 
of Limerick Hospitals group; and the number who are waiting over 12, 24 and 36 months, over 
4 and 5 years in tabular form. [37077/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKK01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRKKKKK01100Hospital Staff

27/07/2021WRKKKKK012002231. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Health when the University of 
Limerick Hospitals’ adult diabetes service will have the level of staffing (details supplied) re-
quired to initiate the dose adjustment for normal eating structured education course aimed to 
help adults with type 1 diabetes lead as normal a life as possible whilst also maintaining blood 
glucose levels within healthy targets to reduce the risk of long-term diabetes complications; and 
when dose adjustment for normal eating will be operational in University of Limerick Hospital 
for adults with type 1 diabetes [37078/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKK01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRKKKKK01400Hospital Services

27/07/2021WRKKKKK015002232. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the reason full physio-
therapy treatments have not been made available for public patients in Kenmare Community 
Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37079/21]
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27/07/2021WRKKKKK01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRKKKKK01700Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRKKKKK018002233. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37080/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKK01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRKKKKK02000Registration of Births

27/07/2021WRKKKKK021002234. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health if he has issued a direction to 
the HSE to ensure that if there are delays due to Covid-19 in registering new born babies on to 
medical cards that the cost of any treatments would be refunded; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37081/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKK02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Service Executive (HSE) 
National Medical Card Unit (NMCU) has responsibility for the processing of medical card ap-
plications. A key performance indicator within the HSE NMCU is the processing of Medical 
Card and GP Visit Card applications within 15 working days of receipt of a completed applica-
tion. The HSE NMCU have confirmed that the processing of applications has not been delayed 
as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, despite the unprecedented challenges and capacity con-
straints experienced by the HSE since March 2020. For example, prior to the onset of the recent 
cyber-attack on the HSE, 99.63% of all applications received by the NMCU were processed 
within a 15 working day turnaround. 

Regarding reimbursement, eligibility for a medical card or GP visit card is granted on the 
date when a completed application has been assessed and the applicant is awarded eligibility 
for a card under the scheme guidelines. Expenditure incurred prior to being granted eligibility 
is not reimbursable. 

However, in the specific circumstance relating to the awarding of a GP visit card for chil-
dren under 6 years of age, it should be noted that in cases where an applicant does not yet hold a 
PPSN, it is still possible to apply for an under 6s GP Visit Card through the HSE NMCU online 
application portal. In such cases eligibility is issued for a 3-month period, after which a PPSN 
number will be required to complete the application process.
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  Question No. 2235 answered with Question No. 2026.

27/07/2021WRKKKKK02400Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRKKKKK025002236. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the efficacy of a vaccine (de-
tails supplied) in cases in which the second dose is reduced to a four-week interval in respect of 
the reduced risk of serious illness and hospitalisation and transmission; the rates of efficacy as 
compared to an eight-week or 12-week interval; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37083/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKK02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Covid-19 vaccines can only be ap-
proved and used if they comply with all the requirements of quality, safety and efficacy set out 
in the EU pharmaceutical legislation. Each of the authorised vaccines are indicated for active 
immunisation to prevent Covid-19. The vaccine manufacturers are required to ensure that their 
products remain safe and effective for the authorised indication of prevention of Covid-19.

The European Commission (EC) has granted conditional marketing authorisations (CMA) 
to four vaccines against COVID-19 on foot of a positive recommendation from the European 
Medicines Agency (EMA). Following the recommendation for use of vaccines against CO-
VID-19 by the EMA and authorisation for use by the EC, the National Immunisation Advisory 
Committee (NIAC) develops guidance for their use in Ireland which is contained in the Immun-
isation Guidelines for Ireland. These guidelines are continuously updated and include guidance 
on all new vaccines as they are approved for use in Ireland.

The Guidelines state:

The vaccine is authorised as a two-dose course 4-12 weeks apart.

The threat of new variants in circulation and evidence of suboptimal protection against the 
Delta variant after one dose of Vaxzevria® means that the shorter 4-week interval is preferable 
to ensure earlier protection, if practicable.

It is important to emphasise that vaccination is only one part of our response to the preven-
tion of COVID-19 infection. People who are vaccinated need to continue with all the public 
health measures that have been proven to reduce the risk of infection, i.e., limiting our social 
contacts, physical distancing, wearing a mask, hand hygiene, cough etiquette and avoiding non-
essential travel until a sufficiently large proportion of the population is immune.

27/07/2021WRKKKKK02700Hospital Services

27/07/2021WRKKKKK028002237. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the occupancy rates of both 
inpatient acute and ICU beds for each hospital group at 01 July 2021; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37084/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKK02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.
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27/07/2021WRKKKKK03000Departmental Budgets

27/07/2021WRKKKKK031002238. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the health vote actual budget 
outturn and drawdown for each subhead against allocation for same for Covid and non-Covid 
funding; the forecast and projected outturn by subhead for year-end; the projected year-end 
Covid spend; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37085/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKK032002240. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the actual budget outturn 
per quarter for each health vote subhead in each of the years 2017 to 2020 and to date in 2021. 
[37087/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKK03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2238 
and 2240 together.

  The outturn for each of the years 2017 to 2020 is available in the Revised Estimates for the 
Public Service at www.gov.ie/en/collection/e20037-revised-estimates/.

The outturn to date in 2021 is provided in the following table.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-07-27_pq2238-2240-27-07-21_en.xlsx  “>Table</a>]

27/07/2021WRKKKKK03400Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRKKKKK035002239. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of staff recruited 
and onboarded in 2021 against Budget 2021 targets for the primary community sector and acute 
sector; the projections for year-end; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37086/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKK03600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The 2021 National Service Plan recog-
nised the need for an unprecedented expansion of the permanent health workforce through 
permanent appointments. Funding has been provided for an increase to approximately 135,655 
WTE across the health service by December 2021, which is an increase of 15,838 WTE over 
funded 2020 levels. There is significant workforce recruitment underway.

The latest available census data we have is for April 2021. At this time, the total health 
service workforce stands at 128,999 WTE. The total health workforce has increased by 2,825 
year-to-date, and by 9,182 WTE since the end of December 2019.

The Pay and Numbers Strategy is currently being revised. Due to the cyber attack, this pro-
cess has been delayed.

As the impact of the cyber attack on recruitment is as of yet, unknown. It is not possible to 
project the end year workforce figure at this point.

I invite the Deputy to resubmit their question when the HSE’s systems have fully resumed, 
and more specific detail can be provided.

  Question No. 2240 answered with Question No. 2238.

27/07/2021WRKKKKK03800National Children’s Hospital

27/07/2021WRKKKKK039002241. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which prog-
ress continues in the construction of the National Children’s Hospital in line with expectations; 
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if any unforeseen obstacles to the project have emerged; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37138/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKK04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The New Children’s Hospital (NCH) 
Project, comprising the main hospital at St James’s campus in Dublin, and two paediatric out-
patient and urgent care centres at Connolly and Tallaght hospitals, is a Government priority.

The NCH project has been subject to delays, but the paediatric urgent care centre at Con-
nolly Hospital is operational and the second centre at Tallaght hospital is expected to open 
towards the end of 2021, following a handover and a period of operational commissioning and 
equipping.

Despite delays, and Covid-19 restrictions, significant progress is being made at the St 
James’s campus, where the main new hospital building is taking shape. Good progress has been 
made more recently, with the building expected to be weathertight by the autumn, and fit out of 
rooms, theatres and clinical areas is ongoing.

The contractual completion date of October 2022 and the opening of the hospital following 
a commissioning period in 2023 will now not be met. However, the main contractor has issued 
a compliant programme schedule for the completion of the contract with over 40,000 itemised 
and sequenced actions which outlines completion can be achieved by December 2023. If the 
main contractor meet its own schedule, this would mean the NCH at St James’s could open in 
2024, after necessary commissioning period. 

The National Paediatric Hospital Development Board (NPHDB) has the statutory respon-
sibility and resources to plan, design, build, furnish and equip the new children’s hospital and 
continues to engage with the main contractor to do everything they can to ensure that this new 
substantial completion date and opening can be met.

However, the NCH project cannot be immune to external risks: Brexit, the global pandemic, 
the resultant impact on global supply chains and especially those to the construction industry. 
However, the NPHDB and contractors are working to mitigate those risks in so far as is pos-
sible.

  Question No. 2242 answered with Question No. 2044.

  Question No. 2243 answered with Question No. 1925.

27/07/2021WRKKKKK04200Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRKKKKK043002244. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if Irish persons who have been 
diagnosed with Covid-19 while living in the UK can have this information recorded on an Irish 
digital passport; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37151/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKK04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Digital COVID Certificate Regula-
tion is intended to facilitate people’s fundamental right to move and reside freely and help to 
support the lifting of restrictions currently in place in a coordinated manner within the EU.

As the Minister for Health, I am supporting the work of my Department in collaborating 
with relevant Departments under the leadership of the Department of Taoiseach to assist in the 
on-going implementation of the EU Digital COVID Certificates.

Arrangements for provision of vaccination certificates to persons not vaccinated in Ireland 
will be considered once the initial roll-out is in place. There is no provision for the issuing of 
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EU Digital COVID Certificates based on recovery to Irish persons who have been diagnosed in 
another jurisdiction.

27/07/2021WRKKKKK04500Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRKKKKK046002245. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the statement on the HSE website that there is currently no strong evidence to suggest that 
SARS-CoV-2 is spread through airborne transmission; and if he will ensure this advice is ur-
gently corrected and updated. [37152/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKK04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRKKKKK04800Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRKKKKK049002246. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure clear public 
health advice is provided about the importance of good ventilation to mitigate the spread of 
Covid-19; and if he will ensure that this message is included in all communications with the 
public. [37153/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKK05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is well recognised that ventilation 
plays an important factor in reducing the risk of transmission indoors, where individuals may 
be in close contact, potentially for longer periods of time and in poorly ventilated areas. Build-
ing ventilation has remained one element of the broader infection prevention and control (IPC) 
response over the course of the COVID-19 pandemic. The appreciation of the role of ventila-
tion has evolved in the context of developing experience and evidence; guidance, training, and 
measures implemented reflects this learning. Ventilation, however, is just one aspect of a suite 
of control measures that work in tandem to mitigate the spread of COVID-19. 

The communication of Public Health Advice will continue to convey strong, clear messag-
ing on the importance of vaccination, physical distancing, avoiding crowded and poorly venti-
lated spaces, face coverings, and maintaining good hand and respiratory hygiene.

I would draw the deputies attention to the already published information and guidance:

The Expert Group on Ventilation reports, agendas and meeting minutes are available on the 
gov.ie website: www.gov.ie/en/publication/aa43c-expert-group-on-the-role-of-ventilation-in-
reducing-transmission-of-covid-19/#reports

Healthcare sector (HSE-AMRIC guidance):

- “Acute Hospital Infection Prevention and Control Precautions for Possible or Confirmed 
COVID-19 in a Pandemic Setting V.2.3 09.06.2021” www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/
novelcoronavirus/guidance/infectionpreventionandcontrolguidance/InfectionPreventionand-
ControlPrecautionsforAcuteSettings.pdf



27 July 2021

1095

- “Interim Guidance on Infection Prevention and Control for the Health Service Executive 
2021 V1.3. 11.01.2021” www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/
infectionpreventionandcontrolguidance/hseinfectionpreventionandcontrolguidanceandframe-
work/Interim%20HSE%20Guidance%20on%20IPC.pdf  

- More generally, the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) has published Guid-
ance on Non-Healthcare Building Ventilation during COVID-19. The Guidance provides broad 
recommendations, based on the literature, for commercial and public buildings: www.hpsc.
ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/infectionpreventionandcontrolguid-
ance/buildingsandfacilitiesguidance/

It is the responsibility of individual Government Departments to provide sector-specific 
COVID-19 advice on ventilation as per their respective remits. For convenience I have also 
provided details of guidance published by other Departments and their agencies, questions re-
lated to any of the published guidance below should be directed to the appropriate Government 
Department:

- Education Sector

 - www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/educationguidance/
Guidance%20on%20non%20HCbuilding%20ventilation%20during%20COVID-19.pdf

 - www.gov.ie/en/publication/ad236-guidance-on-ventilation-in-schools/

- Workplaces, Businesses (including hospitality), Retails Settings, and Shopping Centres: 

-  A revised Work Safely Protocol (previously the Return-to-Work Protocol) was published 
on 14th May 2021 as a collaborative effort , led by the Department of Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment, and involving primarily the Health and Safety Authority (HSA), with significant 
input by public health from the Health Service Executive (HSE). The revised Protocol incor-
porates the current advice on the Public Health measures needed to reduce the spread of CO-
VID-19 in the community and workplaces including enhanced detail on ventilation:

-  www.gov.ie/en/publication/bb7fd-work-safely-protocol/

-  www.nsai.ie/images/uploads/general/NSAI-COVID19-Retail-Guidelines-13012021.pdf

-  /www.nsai.ie/images/uploads/general/NSAI-COVID19-Shopping-Centre-Guide-
lines-13012021.pdf 

- Fáilte Ireland: Overview Guidelines to Reopening - failtecdn.azureedge.net/failteireland/
Overview-Guidelines-to-Re-opening.pdf

- Fáilte Ireland: Guidelines for Reopening Restaurants and Cafes: failtecdn.azureedge.net/
failteireland/Guidelines-for-Re-opening-Restaurants-and-Cafes.pdf

- Fáilte Ireland: Guidelines for Reopening Hotels and Guesthouses: failtecdn.azureedge.net/
failteireland/Guidelines-for-Re-opening-Hotels-and-Guesthouses.pdf

- There is also additional guidance on Gov.ie and on the HSE website which outlines the 
importance of ventilation in households, this can be found here:

- www.gov.ie/en/publication/472f64-covid-19-coronavirus-guidance-and-advice/

- www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/how-coronavirus-is-spread.html 
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27/07/2021WRKKKKK05100Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRKKKKK052002247. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the underly-
ing assumptions in the NPHET models in respect of the hospitalisation projections for the delta 
variant under each of the four scenarios and the reason these are so different to the experience 
with delta in the UK; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37154/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKK05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The modelling scenarios begin with 
some basic assumptions on the effective level of close social contact and the increased transmis-
sibility of the delta variant. The level of close social contact is assumed to increase either to the 
level seen in early summer 2020 (moderate social contact) or late summer 2020 (higher social 
contact). The transmissibility of the delta variant is uncertain, so the scenarios use conservative 
estimates (where the delta variant is 1.97 times more transmissible than the variants circulating 
in 2020, based on estimates from ECDC) or higher estimates (where delta is 2.4 times more 
transmissible, based on published UK estimates of the relative transmission advantages of the 
alpha and delta variants.

This gives four scenarios for transmission, levels of infection and case numbers: optimistic 
(moderate social contact, conservative transmission advantage for delta), central 1 (higher so-
cial contact, conservative transmission advantage for delta), central 2 (moderate social contact, 
higher transmission advantage for delta), and pessimistic (higher social contact, higher trans-
mission advantage for delta).

We know that the widespread administration of vaccines means that there will be fewer 
infections, and that infections are less likely to lead to severe disease, hospitalisation and mor-
tality. The models assume that the first dose of a vaccine is approximately 60% effective in 
preventing symptomatic infection with the alpha variant, and the second dose increases ef-
fectiveness in preventing symptomatic infection to 80-90%. Furthermore, one dose of vaccine 
is assumed to offer 70-85% protection against severe disease, hospitalisation and death due to 
infection with the alpha variant, with a second dose increasing vaccine effectiveness against 
severe disease to 90-95%.

Vaccines are known to be less effective in preventing symptomatic infection with delta, and 
this reduction in vaccine efficacy is taken into account in projecting the number of infections 
and cases in each scenario. However, the available evidence suggests that vaccines are equally 
effective in preventing severe disease with delta compared to alpha, and this is assumed to be 
the case in the models.

When all these factors are taken into account, on average per 1000 cases, the models project 
15-25 hospitalisations, 2-3 admissions to ICU, and 2-4 deaths. These ratios are comparable to 
what is being seen in the UK and other jurisdictions.

27/07/2021WRLLLLL00200Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRLLLLL003002248. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the guidance on ventilation 
provided to the hospitality industry in respect of mitigating the spread of Covid-19 in their 
premises, when this was last updated; the basis of this guidance; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37155/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is the responsibility of individual 
Government Departments to provide sector-specific COVID-19 advice on ventilation as per 
their respective remits. In this instance the provision of guidance for the hospitality sector is a 
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matter for the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media and I suggest 
that the Deputy direct questions accordingly. 

While it remains the responsibility of individual Government Departments to provide sector-
specific COVID-19 advice on ventilation, the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) 
has published Guidance on Non-Healthcare Building Ventilation during COVID-19, that may 
be of interest to the Deputy more generally. The Guidance provides broad recommendations 
and information, based on the literature, for commercial and public buildings that may be used 
in the development of sector specific guidance: hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoro-
navirus/guidance/infectionpreventionandcontrolguidance/buildingsandfacilitiesguidance/#d.
en.20148

The reports of the Expert Group on the Role of Ventilation are also available to support the 
development of sector specific guidance by other Government departments:

gov.ie/en/publication/aa43c-expert-group-on-the-role-of-ventilation-in-reducing-transmis-
sion-of-covid-19/

For convenience I have also provided details of guidance published by other Departments 
and their agencies, questions related to any of the published guidance below should be directed 
to the appropriate Government Department: 

- Education sector:

 - hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/educationguidance/Guid-
ance%20on%20non%20HCbuilding%20ventilation%20during%20COVID-19.pdf

 - gov.ie/en/publication/ad236-guidance-on-ventilation-in-schools/

- Workplaces, Businesses (including hospitality), Retails Settings, and Shopping Centres:

- A revised Work Safely Protocol (previously the Return to Work Protocol) was published 
on 14th May 2021 as a collaborative effort between employers and employees, which was led 
by the Departments of Enterprise, Trade and Employment and Health, with the support of the 
Health and Safety Authority (HSA) and with significant input by public health from the Health 
Service Executive (HSE). The revised Protocol incorporates the current advice on the Public 
Health measures needed to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in the community and workplaces 
including enhanced detail on ventilation: gov.ie/en/publication/bb7fd-work-safely-protocol/

- nsai.ie/images/uploads/general/NSAI-COVID19-Retail-Guidelines-13012021.pdf 

- nsai.ie/images/uploads/general/NSAI-COVID19-Shopping-Centre-Guidelines-13012021.
pdf

- Fáilte Ireland: Overview Guidelines to Reopening - failtecdn.azureedge.net/failteireland/
Overview-Guidelines-to-Re-opening.pdf

- Fáilte Ireland: Guidelines for Reopening Restaurants and Cafes failtecdn.azureedge.net/
failteireland/Guidelines-for-Re-opening-Restaurants-and-Cafes.pdf

- Fáilte Ireland: Guidelines for Reopening Hotels and Guesthouses - failtecdn.azureedge.
net/failteireland/Guidelines-for-Re-opening-Hotels-and-Guesthouses.pdf

- There is also additional guidance on Gov.ie and on the HSE website which outlines the 
importance of ventilation in households, this can be found here:



Questions - Written Answers

1098

- gov.ie/en/publication/472f64-covid-19-coronavirus-guidance-and-advice/  

- www2.hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/how-coronavirus-is-spread.html

27/07/2021WRLLLLL00500Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRLLLLL006002249. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to ad-
dress the serious issues raised in a programme (details supplied) in relation to standards in cer-
tain nursing homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37156/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The COVID-19 
pandemic has led to an unprecedented challenge across our health services and none more so 
than in our nursing homes. The pandemic has been a hugely difficult time for all residents, rela-
tives, and staff of nursing homes.  

The Health Information and Quality Authority, HIQA, is the statutory independent regulator 
in place for the nursing home sector, whether a HSE managed or a private nursing home. The 
Authority, established under the Health Act 2007, has significant and wide-ranging powers up 
to and including withdrawing the registration of a nursing home facility, which means that it can 
no longer operate as a service provider. This responsibility is underpinned by a comprehensive 
quality framework comprising of Registration Regulations, Care and Welfare Regulations and 
National Quality Standards.   

HIQA, in discharging its duties determines, through examination of all information avail-
able to it, including site inspections, whether a nursing homes meets the regulations in order 
to achieve and maintain its registration status.  Should a nursing home be deemed to be non-
compliant with the Regulations and the National Quality Standards, it may either fail to achieve 
or lose its registration status. In addition, the Chief Inspector has wide discretion in deciding 
whether to impose conditions of Registration on nursing homes.   

I have been informed by the Chief Inspector that the regulatory process and, where neces-
sary, follow up is ongoing in relation to the relevant issues raised, and in some instances there 
is active regulatory engagement taking place in line with the Chief Inspector’s regulatory func-
tion.  

It is also important to recognise that learning from the early stages of the pandemic has 
been integral to the Government’s responses as the pandemic has progressed. The COVID-19 
Nursing Homes Expert Panel considered lessons learned from the initial wave of the pandemic 
in developing recommendations that focus on immediate, short-term actions required for the 
response to COVID-19 as well as on long-term actions required to effect the strategic reform of 
nursing home systems, operation, policy, and legislation. 

In addition, having regard to the NHEP recommendations, learning from the pandemic and 
HIQA’s suggested regulatory enhancements, the Minister for Health and I approved a two-
phased approach to examining the legislation with a view to proposing enhancements to the 
primary and secondary legislation governing nursing homes, with a primary focus on enforce-
ment, governance, oversight and certain regulatory areas including infection prevention and 
control. It is expected that, subject to Government approval draft Heads of Bill will be pub-
lished by the end of the year. 

The ongoing learning from the pandemic, including consideration of new evidence and in-
formation that emerges nationally and internationally, is critical to the Government’s continued 
response to the pandemic as it evolves. 
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Safeguarding adults at risk of abuse, harm and neglect by others in the context of their in-
teractions with the health sector is a key objective of the Department of Health, every statutory 
body under its aegis, and every health and social care service that interacts with such adults. 
In the health sector, a framework of standards, policies and procedures for safeguarding adults 
who may be at risk of abuse, harm, neglect, and exploitation within the sector is in place.   To 
strengthen this framework, the Department is currently developing a national sectoral policy on 
adult safeguarding in the health and social care sector.  The Department is also preparing for a 
public consultation exercise and costing study with a view to submitting a costed draft policy 
to Government for approval during 2021 and, will thereafter, prepare any legislation required 
to underpin the approved policy.

27/07/2021WRLLLLL00800Departmental Meetings

27/07/2021WRLLLLL009002250. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the outcome of the meeting 
held with an organisation (details supplied); his response to the meeting; the steps he is tak-
ing to address the concerns of the organisation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[36675/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I met with 
members of the Justice for Polio Survivors campaign on 16 February 2021 where I listened 
to the concerns and issues that the group raised with regard to their perceived grievances with 
RehabCare. 

I also wrote to the Group suggesting they address their concerns to the Office of the Chari-
ties Regulator who can independently assess whether or not there are grounds for investigation.

27/07/2021WRLLLLL01100Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRLLLLL012002251. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health if a vaccine (details supplied) 
will be recognised by Ireland as an eligible vaccine in order to allow Irish citizens travelling 
from the UAE to avoid having to undertake mandatory hotel quarantine; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37170/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland procures COVID-19 vaccines 
through its participation in an EU procurement process and their approval is by the Commission 
following recommendation by the EMA. 

At present, the Sinopharm vaccine has not received EMA approval. 

COVID-19 vaccines can only be approved and used if they comply with all the requirements 
of quality, safety and efficacy set out in the EU pharmaceutical legislation. No vaccine will be 
used until Market authorisation from the European Medicines Agency (EMA) is obtained and 
any authorised vaccine will be subject to ongoing monitoring in Ireland by the Health Product 
Regulatory Authority (HPRA).

Passengers who are fully vaccinated in accordance with the table below and have the docu-
ments to confirm this are not required to complete mandatory hotel quarantine on arrival in Ire-
land. Dependents, including children, will also be exempted from the requirement to complete 
mandatory hotel quarantine.  

What ‘fully vaccinated’ means: 
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A full course of any one of the following vaccines Regarded as vaccinated after:

2 doses of Pfizer-BioNtech Vaccine: BNT162b2 (Comirnaty®) 7 days

2 doses of Moderna Vaccine: CX-024414 (Moderna®) 14 days

2 doses of Oxford-AstraZeneca Vaccine: ChAdOx1-SARS-COV-2 (Vaxzevria® or Covishield) 15 days 

1 dose of Johnson & Johnson/Janssen Vaccine: Ad26.COV2-S [recombinant] (Janssen®) 14 days

27/07/2021WRLLLLL01400Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRLLLLL015002252. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the number of young persons that 
have contacted Jigsaw Dublin South West for help; the number that received 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 
sessions, respectively; the number that dropped out or that stopped attending; and the reason for 
not attending in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37174/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRLLLLL01700Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRLLLLL018002253. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the number of referrals to Jigsaw 
Dublin South West that were considered too complex for Jigsaw; and the onward referral routes 
for these young persons in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021. [37175/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRLLLLL02000Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRLLLLL021002254. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the number of young persons that 
contacted Jigsaw Dublin South West for help by geographic breakdown in 2019, 2020 and to 
date in 2021, in tabular form. [37176/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
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of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRLLLLL02300Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRLLLLL024002255. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the reason Jigsaw Dublin South 
West has stopped taking new referrals; and the supports the wider community can avail of in the 
interim and long term. [37177/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRLLLLL02600Disability Diagnoses

27/07/2021WRLLLLL027002256. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health the number of children that were 
seen under the new standard operating procedures for disability; the number that received a 
diagnosis per CHO area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37178/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRLLLLL02900Disability Services

27/07/2021WRLLLLL030002257. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Health if a transfer of HSE disabil-
ity services funding will be expedited for a person (details supplied) in view of the long delay 
since initial request. [37179/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
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advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRLLLLL03200Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRLLLLL033002258. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that there is 
a public inquiry into Covid-19 deaths in nursing homes and into the treatment of residents in 
particular in nursing homes (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37180/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Health In-
formation and Quality Authority, HIQA, is the statutory independent regulator in place for the 
nursing home sector, whether a HSE managed or a private nursing home. The Authority, estab-
lished under the Health Act 2007, has significant and wide-ranging powers up to and includ-
ing withdrawing the registration of a nursing home facility, which means that it can no longer 
operate as a service provider. This responsibility is underpinned by a comprehensive quality 
framework comprising of Registration Regulations, Care and Welfare Regulations and National 
Quality Standards.  

 HIQA, in discharging its duties, determines through examination of all information avail-
able to it, including site inspections, whether a nursing home meets the regulations in order 
to achieve and maintain its registration status.  Should a nursing home be deemed to be non-
compliant with the Regulations and the National Quality Standards, it may either fail to achieve 
or lose its registration status. In addition, the Chief Inspector has wide discretion in deciding 
whether to impose conditions of Registration on nursing homes.  

The Deputy will be aware that the Nursing Homes Expert Panel  was established, on foot 
of a NPHET recommendation, to examine the complex issues surrounding the management of 
COVID-19 among this particularly vulnerable cohort. This Expert Panel report has added fur-
ther to our knowledge and learning. This report clearly outlines the key protective measures that 
we must ensure are in place across our nursing homes. These actions are based on learning from 
our own and the international experience of COVID-19 to date. The report also recommends 
additional analysis and examination of the relevant public health and other data sets in order 
that further causal and protective factors for COVID-19 clusters are identified.  HIQA and the 
Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) recently jointly published an “Analysis of fac-
tors associated with outbreaks of SARS-CoV-2 in nursing homes in Ireland”, delivering on rec-
ommendation 6.7 of the Expert Panel report, to further the learning from the pandemic. Further 
data analysis work and learning will also continue, in line with other recommendations of the 
Expert Panel, although these have been affected by the recent cyberattack on the health system.

Work to progress the recommendations of the Expert Panel report, particularly those recom-
mendations requiring a priority focus in the response to COVID-19, is ongoing across all of the 
health agencies and stakeholders. Continued learning and understanding of progression of the 
disease in Ireland is an integral part of those recommendations.

At a broader level, there has been significant and ongoing consideration of this impact since 
the start of the pandemic, with various examinations and development of reports with a focus 
on COVID-19, its impact on nursing homes and the pandemic learnings that can inform future 
policy, regulation and the model of care for older persons. There has been a very clear national 
commitment to continue to learn from the pandemic as the national and international under-
standing of the virus evolves, and where necessary to ensure that the public health-led approach 
evolves, as evidence and learning materialises. Findings of these reports confirm that the very 



27 July 2021

1103

infectious nature of COVID-19 makes it difficult to prevent and control in residential care set-
tings.  The reports produced nationally identify findings consistent with international evidence, 
which have highlighted that the probability of COVID-19 introduction into nursing home de-
pends on the levels of the disease circulating in the community, with a higher risk associated 
with higher incidence rates in the community.

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of the vaccination pro-
gramme, and the current situation in nursing homes is broadly stable, the prevalence of the 
more transmissible Delta variant is rapidly increasing in Ireland and this poses a significant risk, 
in particular to those who are not yet fully protected though vaccination.  It must be recognised 
that the pandemic has not concluded and at this time a priority focus of Government remains 
on the ongoing management of the COVID-19 response, to ensure that the positive gains now 
been experienced are preserved, and that those most vulnerable to the virus continue to be safe-
guarded, having regard to the residual risk.

While we are still dealing with a degree of risk in nursing homes due to COVID-19, we are 
continuing to look at  options which may be available to the State in relation to listening to the 
voices of those who have lost a loved one.

27/07/2021WRLLLLL03500Hospital Procedures

27/07/2021WRLLLLL036002259. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of terminations of 
pregnancy that were carried out in St. Vincent’s University Hospital in each of the years 2016 
to 2020; the number of surgical sterilisation procedures that were carried out on women in St. 
Vincent’s University Hospital in each of the years 2016 to 2020; the number of surgical sterili-
sation procedures that were carried out on men in St. Vincent’s University Hospital in each of 
the years 2016 to 2020; and the number of IVF and assisted reproduction procedures that were 
carried out in St. Vincent’s University Hospital in each of the years 2016 to 2020; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37184/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL037002260. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of terminations of 
pregnancy that were carried out in the National Maternity Hospital, Holles St. in each of the 
years 2016 to 2020; the number of surgical sterilisation procedures that were carried out on 
women in the National Maternity Hospital, Holles St. in each of the years 2016 to 2020; the 
number of surgical sterilisation procedures that were carried out on men in the National Mater-
nity Hospital, Holles St. in each of the years 2016 to 2020; and the number of IVF and assisted 
reproduction procedures that were carried out in the National Maternity Hospital, Holles St. in 
each of the years 2016 to 2020. [37185/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL038002261. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of terminations of 
pregnancy that were carried out in St. Michael’s Hospital, Dún Laoghaire in each of the years 
2016 to 2020; the number of surgical sterilisation procedures that were carried out on women 
in St. Michael’s Hospital, Dún Laoghaire in each of the years 2016 to 2020; the number of 
surgical sterilisation procedures that were carried out on men in St. Michael’s Hospital, Dún 
Laoghaire in each of the years 2016 to 2020; and the number of IVF and assisted reproduction 
procedures that were carried out in St. Michael’s Hospital, Dún Laoghaire in each of the years 
2016 to 2020. [37186/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL039002262. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of terminations of 
pregnancy that were carried out in the Mater Misericordiae University Hospital in each of the 
years 2016 to 2020; the number of surgical sterilisation procedures that were carried out on 
women in the Mater Misericordiae University Hospital in each of the years 2016 to 2020; the 
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number of surgical sterilisation procedures that were carried out on men in the Mater Misericor-
diae University Hospital in each of the years 2016 to 2020; and the number of IVF and assisted 
reproduction procedures that were carried out in the Mater Misericordiae University Hospital 
in each of the years 2016 to 2020. [37187/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL040002263. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of terminations of 
pregnancy that were carried out in Tallaght University Hospital in each of the years 2016 to 
2020; the number of surgical sterilisation procedures that were carried out on women in Tal-
laght University Hospital in each of the years 2016 to 2020; the number of surgical sterilisation 
procedures that were carried out on men in Tallaght University Hospital in each of the years 
2016 to 2020; and the number of IVF and assisted reproduction procedures that were carried out 
in Tallaght University Hospital in each of the years 2016 to 2020. [37188/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL041002264. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of terminations of 
pregnancy that were carried out in the Rotunda Hospital in each of the years 2016 to 2020; the 
number of surgical sterilisation procedures that were carried out on women in the Rotunda Hos-
pital in each of the years 2016 to 2020; the number of surgical sterilisation procedures that were 
carried out on men in the Rotunda Hospital in each of the years 2016 to 2020; and the number 
of IVF and assisted reproduction procedures that were carried out in the Rotunda Hospital in 
each of the years 2016 to 2020. [37189/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL042002362. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of terminations of 
pregnancy, number of male and female surgical sterilisation procedures, respectively and num-
ber of IVF and assisted reproduction procedures that were carried out in St. James’s Hospital in 
each of the years from 2016 to 2020, inclusive. [37503/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL043003192. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Health the number of termina-
tions of pregnancy, elective sterilisation procedures and gender affirming procedures carried out 
in healthcare facilities owned by a group (details supplied) in 2019 and 2020 respectively; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40673/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2259 
to 2264, inclusive, 2362 and 3192 together.

My Department does not routinely collect or hold the information being requested in this 
Parliamentary Question. The query relates to health services, which is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2260 answered with Question No. 2259.

  Question No. 2261 answered with Question No. 2259.

  Question No. 2262 answered with Question No. 2259.

  Question No. 2263 answered with Question No. 2259.

  Question No. 2264 answered with Question No. 2259.

27/07/2021WRLLLLL05000Covid-19 Pandemic
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27/07/2021WRLLLLL051002265. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Health if consideration has been 
given to the way in which Irish citizens who have been vaccinated in other jurisdictions will be 
able to register for the EU digital Covid certificate in Ireland; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37191/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL052002342. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Health the way the digital Covid cer-
tificate will work for persons who were vaccinated in another jurisdiction; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37442/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL053002533. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Health if citizens who have been fully 
vaccinated with one of the approved vaccines in a jurisdiction outside of the EU, for example, 
in the United States of America will be eligible to apply for the EU digital Covid Certificate 
upon return to Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38003/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL054002708. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Health the position regarding Irish 
citizens who received the required dosage of EMA approved vaccines in other jurisdictions; 
and if they will be registered on the HSE system and by extension be eligible for the EU digital 
Covid certificate for travel if they can prove their vaccine status. [38825/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL055002795. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Health the provision that has been 
made for EU Digital COVID Certificates for Irish citizens who have been vaccinated in Canada 
and the US; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39208/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL056002884. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health if his Department plans to issue the 
digital Covid Certificate, SI 318 of 2021, based on a vaccination elsewhere in line with EU reg-
ulation 2021/953, (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39477/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL057002893. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the way in which an Irish citizen 
vaccinated outside the EU by their employer goes about getting an EU digital Covid certificate 
given they were not vaccinated here in Ireland. [39515/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL058002894. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the way in which an Irish citizen 
vaccinated in the UK by their employer goes about getting an EU digital Covid certificate given 
they were not vaccinated here in Ireland. [39516/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL059003093. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health if those who have been partially 
vaccinated in the State but have received either a first or second dose of an EMA registered vac-
cine in another jurisdiction will be considered fully vaccinated by the HSE; if such cases will 
have their vaccination details updated to avoid being offered an unnecessary vaccination ap-
pointment; if persons in such circumstances will be eligible for an EU digital Covid certificate; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40247/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL060003174. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the process for a person that has 
been vaccinated in the USA to obtain the EU digital Covid certificate. [40578/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL06100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2265, 
2342, 2533, 2708, 2795, 2884, 2893, 2894, 3093 and 3174 together.

The Digital COVID Certificate Regulation is intended to facilitate people’s fundamental 
right to move and reside freely and help to support the lifting of restrictions currently in place 
in a coordinated manner within the EU.

As the Minister for Health, I am supporting the work of my Department in collaborating 
with relevant Departments under the leadership of the Department of Taoiseach to assist in the 
on-going implementation of the EU Digital COVID Certificates.
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Arrangements for provision of vaccination certificates to Irish citizens not vaccinated in 
Ireland will be considered once the initial roll-out is in place.

27/07/2021WRLLLLL06200Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRLLLLL063002266. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health his views on a recent pro-
gramme (details supplied) which exposed the appalling treatment of residents in some nursing 
homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37196/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLL06400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The COVID-19 
pandemic has led to an unprecedented challenge across our health services and none more so 
than in our nursing homes. The pandemic has been a hugely difficult time for all residents, rela-
tives, and staff of nursing homes. 

The Health Information and Quality Authority, HIQA, is the statutory independent regulator 
in place for the nursing home sector, whether a HSE managed or a private nursing home. The 
Authority, established under the Health Act 2007, has significant and wide-ranging powers up 
to and including withdrawing the registration of a nursing home facility, which means that it can 
no longer operate as a service provider. This responsibility is underpinned by a comprehensive 
quality framework comprising of Registration Regulations, Care and Welfare Regulations and 
National Quality Standards.  

HIQA, in discharging its duties determines, through examination of all information avail-
able to it, including site inspections, whether a nursing homes meets the regulations in order 
to achieve and maintain its registration status.  Should a nursing home be deemed to be non-
compliant with the Regulations and the National Quality Standards, it may either fail to achieve 
or lose its registration status. In addition, the Chief Inspector has wide discretion in deciding 
whether to impose conditions of Registration on nursing homes.  

I have been informed by the Chief Inspector that the regulatory process and, where neces-
sary, follow up is ongoing in relation to the relevant issues raised, and in some instances there 
is active regulatory engagement taking place in line with the Chief Inspector’s regulatory func-
tion. 

It is also important to recognise that learning from the early stages of the pandemic has 
been integral to the Government’s responses as the pandemic has progressed. The COVID-19 
Nursing Homes Expert Panel considered lessons learned from the initial wave of the pandemic 
in developing recommendations that focus on immediate, short-term actions required for the 
response to COVID-19 as well as on long-term actions required to effect the strategic reform of 
nursing home systems, operation, policy, and legislation.

In addition, having regard to the NHEP recommendations, learning from the pandemic and 
HIQA’s suggested regulatory enhancements, the Minister for Health and I approved a two-
phased approach to examining the legislation with a view to proposing enhancements to the 
primary and secondary legislation governing nursing homes, with a primary focus on enforce-
ment, governance, oversight and certain regulatory areas including infection prevention and 
control. It is expected that, subject to Government approval draft Heads of Bill will be pub-
lished by the end of the year.

The ongoing learning from the pandemic, including consideration of new evidence and in-
formation that emerges nationally and internationally, is critical to the Government’s continued 
response to the pandemic as it evolves.
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Safeguarding adults at risk of abuse, harm and neglect by others in the context of their in-
teractions with the health sector is a key objective of the Department of Health, every statutory 
body under its aegis, and every health and social care service that interacts with such adults. 
In the health sector, a framework of standards, policies and procedures for safeguarding adults 
who may be at risk of abuse, harm, neglect, and exploitation within the sector is in place.   To 
strengthen this framework, the Department is currently developing a national sectoral policy on 
adult safeguarding in the health and social care sector.  The Department is also preparing for a 
public consultation exercise and costing study with a view to submitting a costed draft policy 
to Government for approval during 2021 and, will thereafter, prepare any legislation required 
to underpin the approved policy.

27/07/2021WRMMMMM00200Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRMMMMM003002267. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if he will publish any report 
audit or inquiry held by the HSE into Covid-19 deaths in a clinic (details supplied) which was 
referred to in correspondence from a person to this Deputy; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [37197/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMM00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRMMMMM00500Care Services

27/07/2021WRMMMMM006002268. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the number of investigations, 
audits, inquiries and protected statements received and carried out by the HSE, HIQA and his 
Department into residential care institutions of any kind since January 2020. [37198/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMM00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): A significant element of the parliamen-
tary question raised by the Deputy relates to information held by the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

According to records held by my Department, one protected disclosure in relation to a resi-
dential care facility has been received since January 2020.  

The National Patient Safety Office of my Department also received fifteen inspection re-
ports undertaken by the Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) against the National 
Standards for Infection Prevention and Control in Community Services in Rehabilitation and 
Community Inpatient Healthcare services during the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020.   These 
reports are included in the information provided below by HIQA regarding the number of in-
spections carried out and protected disclosures received between January 2020 and July 2021. 
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Number of HIQA inspections in centres for people with disabilities:
Current total no. centres:2020:
To date 2021:      

1378
750
627 

Number of HIQA Inspections in nursing homes:
Current total no. centres:            
2020:To date 2021:

572
392
304 

Number of protective disclosures received by HIQA from 1/1/20 to date:Disability            
Nursing Homes     

9
11 

27/07/2021WRMMMMM00800Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRMMMMM009002269. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the category workers 
(details supplied) are in when it comes to receiving the Covid-19 vaccine; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37199/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMM01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation 
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by 
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the 
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 Decem-
ber 2020. 

On the 23rd of February, I announced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Alloca-
tion Strategy. In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several 
conditions associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, 
national and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed 
analysis of underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or 
death. 

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

On the 30th of March, the Government approved a further update to the COVID-19 Vacci-
nation Allocation Strategy. Based on clinical, scientific and ethical frameworks produced by the 
National Immunisation Advisory Committee and my Department, following the vaccination of 
those most at risk, future groups will be vaccinated by age, in cohorts of 10 years (i.e., 64-55; 
54-45, etc.). 

The move to an age-based model better supports the programme objectives by:

- protecting those at highest risk of severe disease first, which benefits everyone most;

- facilitating planning and execution of the programme across the entire country; 

- improving transparency and fairness. 

Further details are available here: www.gov.ie/en/press-release/93f8f-minister-donnelly-an-
nounces-update-to-irelands-vaccination-prioritisation-list/

  Question No. 2270 answered with Question No. 1475.

27/07/2021WRMMMMM01150Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRMMMMM011752271. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the reason a test (details sup-
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plied) is not covered in the EU Digital COVID Certificate; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [37212/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMM011872287. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the reason the coronavirus 
antibody laboratory test that checks for the presence of coronavirus IgG antibodies due to a past 
infection is not covered in the new EU Digital COVID Certificate for travel; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37257/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMM011932366. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if antibody tests will be used 
in the EU Digital COVID Certificate to certify previous infection; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37511/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMM011962765. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health if the use of Covid-19 anti-
body tests can be considered to confirm a positive Covid-19 result for the purposes of the EU 
Digital Certificate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39065/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMM01198Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2271, 
2287, 2366 and 2765 together.

The Digital COVID Certificate Regulation is intended to facilitate people’s fundamental 
right to move and reside freely and help to support the lifting of restrictions currently in place 
in a coordinated manner within the EU. The EU Digital COVID Certificate is not a travel docu-
ment.

As the Minister for Health, I am supporting the work of my Department in collaborating 
with relevant Departments under the leadership of the Department of Taoiseach to assist in the 
on-going implementation of the EU Digital COVID Certificates.

Under the EU Regulation a certificate of recovery is a certificate confirming that, following 
a positive result of a NAAT test, meaning a molecular nucleic acid amplification test, such as 
reverse transcription polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR), loop-mediated isothermal amplifi-
cation (LAMP) and transcription-mediated amplification (TMA) techniques, used to detect the 
presence of the SARS-CoV-2 ribonucleic acid (RNA), carried out by health professionals or by 
skilled testing personnel the holder has recovered from a SARS-CoV-2 infection.

On the basis of guidance received from the EU Health Security Committee, the ECDC, or 
the EMA, the Commission is empowered to adopt delegated acts to allow for the issuance of the 
certificate of recovery on the basis of a positive rapid antigen test, antibody test, including a se-
rological test for antibodies against SARS-CoV-2, or any other scientifically validated method.

27/07/2021WRMMMMM01200Special Educational Needs

27/07/2021WRMMMMM013002272. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the current waiting list numbers 
for special education schools in each HSE CHO area. [37213/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMM014002273. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the waiting list numbers for spe-
cial education schools by each local authority area in the CHO7 area. [37214/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMM015002274. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of special educa-
tion needs officers in the CHO7 area; and the population size each SENO is responsible for. 
[37215/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMM016002275. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the number of special educa-
tion needs officers in each CHO area; and the population size each SENO is responsible for. 
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[37216/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMM017002276. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health the average waiting time on a list 
for a child to obtain a place in a special education school; and the average waiting time of each 
CHO area. [37217/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMM018002277. Deputy Gino Kenny asked the Minister for Health his plans to address shortages of 
special education school places in the CHO7 area; and his plans to extend or build additional 
schools. [37218/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMM01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 2272 to 2277, inclusive, together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that Special Educational Schools and Special Education Needs 
Officers are a matter for the Department of Education. 

  Question No. 2273 answered with Question No. 2272.

  Question No. 2274 answered with Question No. 2272.

  Question No. 2275 answered with Question No. 2272.

  Question No. 2276 answered with Question No. 2272.

  Question No. 2277 answered with Question No. 2272.

  Question No. 2278 answered with Question No. 1475.

  Question No. 2279 answered with Question No. 1598.

  Question No. 2280 answered with Question No. 2189.

27/07/2021WRMMMMM02800Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRMMMMM029002281. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if his office was contacted by 
management of nursing homes during the pandemic that expressed concerns regarding the pro-
cess of discharging patients from hospitals into nursing homes in the context of the Covid-19 
pandemic; if so, if such correspondence can be released; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37225/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMM03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The COVID-19 
pandemic has led to an unprecedented challenge across our health services and none more so 
than in our nursing homes. The pandemic has been a hugely difficult time for all residents, rela-
tives, and staff of nursing homes.  

Nursing homes are a key provider of care to older people in Ireland and are where over 
30,000 people reside. Those living in nursing homes are considered vulnerable to COVID-19 
due to a variety of factors, including their age, underlying medical conditions, the extent of their 
requirement for direct care involving close physical contact and the nature of living in congre-
gated settings. As well as this, learning arising from the pandemic to date has highlighted that 
COVID-19 is more likely to be introduced into residential settings where there are high levels 
of COVID-19 in the community. This is reflected in international evidence as well as learning 
identified by the COVID-19 Nursing Homes Expert Panel. The most important way to protect 
our older population, whether living at home or in a long-term residential care (LTRC) setting, 
has been to reduce the amount of disease present in our community.
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In the context of COVID-19, significant supports have been provided to nursing homes by 
the State during the crisis. The prioritisation of the vaccine rollout to nursing home residents 
and staff has been a key protective measure. In respect of transfers from hospitals to long-term 
residential care facilities preliminary guidance with protocols was issued on 10th March 2020 
to support such transfers. Throughout the pandemic, a comprehensive suite of infection preven-
tion and control guidance, including in relation to transfers from hospitals, has been developed 
and regularly reviewed by public health authorities as new evidence and learning arises.

Officials from the Department have been unable to identify records relevant to the Deputy’s 
question.  However, there continue IT access issues arising from the cyber security incident 
and therefore it has not been possible to conduct a definitive search of all possible sources of 
information at this time. 

27/07/2021WRMMMMM03100Hospital Charges

27/07/2021WRMMMMM032002282. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if his Department has conclud-
ed the examination of hospital car park charges including consideration of the review submitted 
in 2018 given that there are commitments made in the Programme for Government on this is-
sue; if an update on the parking review report of 2018 has been published; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37245/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMM03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Programme for Government makes 
a commitment to introduce a cap on the maximum daily charge for patients and visitors at all 
public hospitals, where possible and to introduce flexible passes in all public hospitals for pa-
tients and their families. My Department and the HSE are currently examining the issue. 

27/07/2021WRMMMMM03400Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRMMMMM035002283. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health when activities such as indoor 
bridge playing might be considered allowable; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37246/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMM036002284. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health when activities that are non-
contact and non-sporting may be considered to reactivate under appropriate health and safety 
protocols; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37247/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMM03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2283 
and 2284 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, on 29 June, Government announced the next phase of reopen-
ing the economy and society in line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status. 

Disease incidence has increased rapidly in recent weeks, especially among those who are 
not yet fully protected through vaccination and the outlook for the coming weeks is very un-
certain. 
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Unfortunately, due to current uncertainties there is not yet an indication of when organised 
indoor events will be permitted. The epidemiological situation will be monitored on an ongoing 
basis and the level of restrictions will be kept under review by Government.

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines.

  Question No. 2284 answered with Question No. 2283.

27/07/2021WRMMMMM03900Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRMMMMM040002285. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
can expect to be called for treatment. [37248/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMM04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point. 

27/07/2021WRMMMMM04200Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRMMMMM043002286. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the reason the coronavirus 
antibody laboratory tests that check for the presence of coronavirus IgG antibodies due to a past 
infection is not covered in the new EU Digital COVID Certificate for travel; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37256/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMM044002382. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health the reason the coronavirus an-
tibody laboratory test developed by a company (details supplied) is not covered in the new EU 
Digital COVID Certificate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37655/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMM04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2286 
and 2382 together.

The Digital COVID Certificate Regulation is intended to facilitate people’s fundamental 
right to move and reside freely and help to support the lifting of restrictions currently in place 
in a coordinated manner within the EU. The EU Digital COVID Certificate is not a travel docu-
ment

As the Minister for Health, I am supporting the work of my Department in collaborating 
with relevant Departments under the leadership of the Department of Taoiseach to assist in the 
on-going implementation of the EU Digital COVID Certificates.

Under the EU Regulation a certificate of recovery is a certificate confirming that, following 
a positive result of a NAAT test, meaning a molecular nucleic acid amplification test, such as 
reverse transcription polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR), loop-mediated isothermal amplifi-
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cation (LAMP) and transcription-mediated amplification (TMA) techniques, used to detect the 
presence of the SARS-CoV-2 ribonucleic acid (RNA), carried out by health professionals or by 
skilled testing personnel the holder has recovered from a SARS-CoV-2 infection.

On the basis of guidance received from the EU Health Security Committee, the ECDC, or 
the EMA, the Commission is empowered to adopt delegated acts to allow for the issuance of the 
certificate of recovery on the basis of a positive rapid antigen test, antibody test, including a se-
rological test for antibodies against SARS-CoV-2, or any other scientifically validated method.

Question No. 2287 answered with Question No. 2271.

27/07/2021WRNNNNN00200Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRNNNNN003002288. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health the number of psychologists 
currently working within HSE services in south County Tipperary; the efforts South Tipperary 
HSE services are making to find a qualified psychologist to cover upcoming maternity leave 
in the south County Tipperary area; the HSE’s position on the recruitment of psychologists to 
cover maternity leave; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37258/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNN00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNNN00500Medical Cards

27/07/2021WRNNNNN006002289. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the length of the normal 
processing time for a medical card and a general practitioner card; if persons whose applica-
tions were delayed due to Covid-19 related delays in getting birth certificates and PPS numbers 
will be reimbursed for costs incurred; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37261/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNN00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Service Executive (HSE) 
National Medical Card Unit (NMCU) has responsibility for the processing of medical card ap-
plications. A key performance indicator within the HSE NMCU is the processing of Medical 
Card and GP Visit Card applications within 15 working days of receipt of a completed applica-
tion. The HSE NMCU have confirmed that the processing of applications has not been delayed 
as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, despite the unprecedented challenges and capacity con-
straints experienced by the HSE since March 2020. For example, prior to the onset of the recent 
cyber-attack on the HSE, 99.63% of all applications received by the NMCU were processed 
within a 15 working day turnaround. 

Regarding reimbursement, eligibility for a medical card or GP visit card is granted on the 
date when a completed application has been assessed and the applicant is awarded eligibility 
for a card under the scheme guidelines. Expenditure incurred prior to being granted eligibility 
is not reimbursable. 

However, in the specific circumstance relating to the awarding of a GP visit card for chil-



Questions - Written Answers

1114

dren under 6 years of age, it should be noted that in cases where an applicant does not yet hold a 
PPSN, it is still possible to apply for an under 6s GP Visit Card through the HSE NMCU online 
application portal. In such cases eligibility is issued for a 3-month period, after which a PPSN 
number will be required to complete the application process.

  Question No. 2290 answered with Question No. 1425.

27/07/2021WRNNNNN00900Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRNNNNN010002291. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the information available to 
him on potential adverse events in young persons taking each of the Covid-19 vaccines ap-
proved by the European Medicines Agency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37263/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNN011003325. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
who have reported suspected adverse reactions to a Covid-19 vaccine via the HPRA Covid-19 
Vaccine Adverse Reaction Reporting Form; the person or body that is monitoring and analys-
ing the data collected via the HPRA Covid-19 Vaccine Adverse Reaction Reporting Form; the 
reports he has received from the HPRA with regard to the data collected via these forms; the 
details of any patterns that have emerged with regard to the symptoms and duration of same; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41348/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNN01200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2291 
and 3325 together.

The Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA), as the regulatory authority in Ireland 
for medicines, medical devices and other healthcare products is responsible for monitoring the 
safety and quality of all medicines including vaccines that are licensed in Ireland. 

As part of its remit, the HPRA operates the national adverse reaction database, to which 
members of the public and healthcare professionals are encouraged to submit any suspected 
adverse reactions to.  All suspected adverse reaction reports received by the HPRA are entered 
into the national database for national monitoring and subsequently submitted to the European 
Medicines Agency’s (EMA’s) adverse reaction database for inclusion in global signal detection 
and monitoring activities.

Up to 7 July, the HPRA received 11,445 reports describing suspected side effects in as-
sociation with COVID-19 vaccines, of which 6011 were in association with mRNA vaccines 
(Comirnaty and Spikevax (previously COVID-19 Vaccine Moderna)), 5361 in association with 
Adenoviral vector vaccines (Vaxzevria and Covid-19 Vaccine Janssen) and 73 reports were in 
association with vaccines where the brand was not known or provided at the time of reporting.

The majority of regularly reported suspected side effects are consistent with the types of 
events typically observed following vaccination, including those described in the product infor-
mation for the individual vaccines. Whilst not experienced by everyone, all vaccines have some 
side effects, the vast majority of which are mild to moderate in nature. These side effects need 
to be continuously balanced against the benefits in preventing COVID-19 illness. Overall, the 
national reporting experience continues to support the favourable assessment that the benefits 
of COVID-19 vaccines outweigh the risks.

The HPRA has been publishing regular public safety updates on reporting experience with 
the COVID-19 vaccines, including information on the numbers and nature of these reports. To 
date, nine such updates have been published and are accessible from the HPRA website with the 
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most recent publication issued on 15 July: www.hpra.ie/homepage/medicines/safety-notices/
item?t=/safety-update-covid-19-vaccines-overview-of-national-reporting-experience-15-july-
2021&id=7cee0f26-9782-6eee-9b55-ff00008c97d0

27/07/2021WRNNNNN01300Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRNNNNN014002292. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the wait time for a person 
(details supplied) for a procedure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37264/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNN01500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNNN01600Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRNNNNN017002293. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health the amount that has been pro-
vided to nursing homes under the temporary assistance payment scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37276/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNN01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Temporary 
Assistance Payment Scheme (TAPS) was established in April 2020 as a temporary administra-
tive measure in response to the challenges faced by the nursing home sector at the start of the 
pandemic. As the pandemic continued, additional support measures for private and voluntary 
nursing homes have been delivered through the Health Service Executive (HSE).

Due to the ongoing high level of risk associated with COVID-19 during this period, the 
Department of Health extended the scheme twice, far beyond the originally planned timescale 
of three months. The further extension of the scheme was outlined in the Government’s Plan 
‘Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living with COVID-19’, published in Septem-
ber 2020. This provided assurance of the Scheme’s availability and a planned timeframe of 
operation to the end of June 2021.

As of 21 July 2021, €112.2m has been paid out under the scheme.

27/07/2021WRNNNNN01900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRNNNNN020002294. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if Covid-19 assessment 
clinics will be provided to support persons with continuing symptoms of Covid-19; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [37277/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNN02100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Covid-19 is a new disease so informa-
tion on it, its features and its course are still emerging. Scientific and clinical evidence is evolv-
ing on the long-term effects of COVID-19. An increasing number of reports and studies are now 
being published on the topic, however, at present there is no agreement on the definition or the 
terminology. 
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Scientific and clinical evidence is evolving on the long-term effects of COVID-19. It is 
recognised that persistent and prolonged symptoms can occur after acute COVID-19 infection 
in a proportion of patients, including in some patients who did not develop symptoms severe 
enough to require hospitalisation. My Department, through the Health Research Board, contin-
ues to fund research into the clinical impacts of COVID-19.

Patients with persistent symptoms following Covid-19 infection may be followed up by 
their GP or in hospital settings as clinically appropriate. People in the community who are 
concerned about persistent symptoms following Covid-19 should contact their GP in the first 
instance. Treatment is currently focused on management of specific symptoms. In line with 
Sláintecare, we need to ensure that as much reablement and rehabilitation care as possible is 
delivered in the community, as close to people’s homes as possible. General practice plays a key 
part in the delivery of a national post-acute (Long) COVID-19 service.

Specific guidance on the treatment of Long Covid is presently under development both here 
and internationally.

The HSE is assessing need and the best way to care for those impacted by Long COVID. I 
can advise the Deputies that the HSE as part of its work on post-Covid care, is now looking at 
how it can model the possible numbers that will be affected, noting that this will take time as 
more evidence emerges. I understand that the HSE has been in touch with a group of people 
who are suffering post-Covid symptoms to inform understanding. Guidance is being developed 
to align needs with care provision and to develop criteria and strategies for the ongoing evalu-
ation of patients.

The Department of Health will continue to develop an understanding of the implications of 
Long Covid to inform policy as appropriate.

Question No. 2295 answered with Question No. 1925.

27/07/2021WRNNNNN02200Disabilities Assessments

27/07/2021WRNNNNN023002296. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health the number of children waiting 
for assessments of needs by CHO area; the average waiting time for assessments in each CHO 
area; the number of children on each of the waiting lists for special needs supports including 
speech and language, occupational therapists and so on by CHO area; the average waiting time 
length for each service in each CHO area; the number of full-time equivalent occupational 
therapists and speech and language therapists; and the number of full-time equivalent staff em-
ployed in the assessment of need team and disability team in each CHO area in tabular form. 
[37280/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNN02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNNN02500Care of the Elderly
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27/07/2021WRNNNNN026002297. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that a day facility for the elderly at Farranree family resource centre has yet to reopen. 
[37281/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNN02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Day centres are 
fundamental to the health and well-being of our older population and play a key role in enabling 
older people to live independently in their own communities. The pandemic and associated 
restrictions has had a profound impact across society and especially for our older population.  

All Community Health Organisations through the National Older Persons Office were re-
quested in April 2021 to provide information on the status of their Day Care Services in order 
to ascertain the level of service that could resume on receipt of updated public health guidance.  
As a result, it was intended that approximately 100 day centres would re-open week beginning 
5 July. It was also intended that an additional 55 centres would resume in July and August, 
with a further 90 centres that require works expected to reopen before the end of the year.   It 
was indicated that these dates may be subject to change as the HSE continues to deal with the 
significant challenge of the ongoing cyber-attack.  

Since then updated Public Health guidance to support the re-opening of Day Care Services 
for Older People was provided in June 2021 to facilitate re-opening plans. Following on from 
this a further information request issued to HSE Services to obtain an update on re-opening 
plans. The process for reopening of the centres has already commenced and it is expected that 
more centres will reopen in the coming weeks.

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNNN02800Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRNNNNN029002298. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) regarding the vaccine bonus; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37282/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNN030002626. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the vaccine 
bonus for those who are 28 days post the first dose of a vaccine (details supplied) in view 
of concerns raised regarding the delta variant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[38432/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNN03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2298 
and 2626 together.

As the Deputies will be aware, on 29 June, Government announced the next phase of re-
opening the economy and society in line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
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implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status. 

Disease incidence has increased rapidly in recent weeks, especially among those who are 
not yet fully protected through vaccination and the outlook for the coming weeks is very un-
certain. 

I can confirm to the Deputies, that following NPHET advice on 28 June, the vaccine bonus 
now only applies to an individual once two weeks have passed since they have received the 
second dose of the AstraZeneca vaccine. Details of this advice can be found online here: www.
gov.ie/en/collection/ba4aa0-letters-from-the-cmo-to-the-minister-for-health/#2021 

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines.

27/07/2021WRNNNNN03200Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRNNNNN033002299. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
that have been hospitalised from the effects of the Covid-19 vaccines; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37284/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNN03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNNN03500Departmental Reviews

27/07/2021WRNNNNN036002300. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the details of the social impact 
assessments carried out by his Department and public bodies and agencies under his remit since 
1 January 2016; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37304/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNN03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Social Impact Assessment (SIA) is an 
analytical framework that is designed to examine the demographic profile of public services 
users, and how they are impacted by budgetary policy decisions. The framework complements 
existing budgetary impact assessment exercises conducted by the Departments of Public Ex-
penditure and Reform (including Equality Budgeting), Finance, Employment Affairs and Social 
Protection and externally by the Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI).

A Social Impact Assessment on specialist disability services for people with intellectual 
disabilities was carried out jointly by IGEES (Irish Government Economic and Evaluation Ser-
vice) staff in the Department of Health and the Department of Public Expenditure and Re-
form. The paper was published in January 2020 and is available at: igees.gov.ie/wp-content/
uploads/2020/01/Intellectual-Disabilities-SIA.pdf

Other IGEES Social Impact Assessments can be found at: igees.gov.ie/publications/eco-



27 July 2021

1119

nomic-analysis/social-impact-assessment/

27/07/2021WRNNNNN03800Disability Services

27/07/2021WRNNNNN039002301. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 124 of 22 April 2021, the status of the implementation plan for providing services and 
supports for people with Prader-Willi syndrome; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37306/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNN04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNNN04100Health Strategies

27/07/2021WRNNNNN042002302. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the progress made in implement-
ing the National Dementia Strategy. [37308/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNN04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): A key commitment in the Programme 
for Government is the implementation of the Irish National Dementia Strategy, which aims to 
improve how we provide care for people living with dementia.  The National Dementia Office, 
established within the HSE, oversees implementation of the Strategy. 

In Budget 2021, the Government allocated €12.9 million for a number of dementia specific 
measures. This allocation comprised of €7m for an additional 250,000 hours of home support 
for people living with dementia, €0.9m to expand the dementia advisor service operated by the 
Alzheimer Society of Ireland and €5m for implementation of the National Dementia Strategy.   

In furtherance of the National Dementia Strategy, the HSE’s National Service Plan (NSP) 
2021 contains plans to further develop dementia diagnostic services through the establishment 
of a specialist memory clinic in Cork and progressing four new regional memory assessment 
and support services.  NSP 2021 also commits to enhancing acute care pathways for people 
with dementia through the recruitment of more clinical nurse specialists and the implementa-
tion of a National Clinical Guideline on the appropriate prescribing of psychotropic medication 
for non-cognitive symptoms in people with dementia. The additional NSP funding will also be 
used to enhance Memory Technology Resource Room services in 9 sites.  

The National Dementia Office also supports a Dementia Adviser Service set up by the Al-
zheimer Society of Ireland in 2014. 10 additional dementia advisors were recruited in 2020 and 
a further 11 dementia advisors will be recruited this year. This will enable an increased level of 
service to be provided throughout the country.

Finally, as the Deputy will be aware, there has been a continued focus on meeting the needs 
of people living with dementia who were impacted by the suspension of day care services 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.  The Dementia Understand Together Campaign developed a 
range of initiatives and resources to ensure that people living with dementia stayed safe, well 
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and connected during the crisis. NSP 2021 provides funding to continue support for in-home 
day care services set up in the context of COVID-19. 

27/07/2021WRNNNNN04400Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRNNNNN045002303. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to reduce 
the waiting lists for persons seeking appointments with psychiatrists; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37309/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNN04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNNN04700Medical Aids and Appliances

27/07/2021WRNNNNN048002304. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health if the HSE is providing tension-
free vaginal tape procedure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37310/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNN04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In response to concerns raised in Ireland 
regarding complications associated with the use of mesh devices in late 2017, the then Minister 
for Health requested the Chief Medical Officer (CMO) to prepare a report on the matter, which 
was published in November 2018: www.gov.ie/en/publication/791f2a-the-use-of-uro-gynae-
cological-mesh-in-surgical-proecedures-report-to/.  The report was informed by the available 
national and international evidence and the personal experiences of women who have suffered 
complications following mesh surgery. 

In July 2018, in advance of publication of the full report, the CMO requested the HSE to 
pause all mesh procedures where clinically safe to do so. This pause remains in place. 

As this Parliamentary Question also relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the 
HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to ac-
cess the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which 
has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, 
and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services.

27/07/2021WRNNNNN05000Home Help Service

27/07/2021WRNNNNN051002305. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that a person 
(details supplied) is provided with the awarded amount of home help hours; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37311/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNN05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
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shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRNNNNN05300Disability Services

27/07/2021WRNNNNN054002306. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the number of new early inter-
vention teams that have been established since July 2020 in view of the Programme for Gov-
ernment commitment to fully implement the access and inclusion model; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37312/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNN05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNNN05600Disability Services

27/07/2021WRNNNNN057002307. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the annual cost of running a full-
staff early intervention team including an occupational therapist, psychologist and speech and 
language therapist; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37313/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNN05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOOO00200Disability Services

27/07/2021WROOOOO003002308. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the number of school age teams 
operating nationally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37314/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOO00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.
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27/07/2021WROOOOO00500Disability Services

27/07/2021WROOOOO006002309. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the annual cost of running a 
full-staff school age team including an occupational therapist, psychologist and speech and 
language therapist; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37315/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOO00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOOO00800Assisted Human Reproduction

27/07/2021WROOOOO009002310. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the financial and non-financial 
supports provided to couples receiving IVF treatment from the State outside of the medical card 
or drugs payment scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37316/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOO01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): While assisted human reproduction 
(AHR) treatment, such as IVF, is not currently funded by the Irish public health service, as the 
Deputy is aware, a defined list of fertility medicines needed for fertility treatment is covered 
under the High Tech Arrangements administered by the HSE. Medicines covered by the High 
Tech Arrangements must be prescribed by a consultant/specialist and authorised for supply to 
the client’s nominated community pharmacy by the High Tech Hub managed by the Primary 
Care Reimbursement Service. The cost of the medicines is then covered, as appropriate, under 
the client’s eligibility, i.e., Medical Card or Drugs Payment Scheme. Given the costs associated 
with certain fertility medicines, I am aware that these schemes can have a material impact on 
the total cost of AHR treatment for individuals who avail of them. 

In addition, there is other support available in that patients who access IVF treatment pri-
vately may claim tax relief on the costs involved under the tax relief for medical expenses 
scheme.

Further to this support, a commitment to introduce the model of care for infertility, which 
was developed by officials in my Department in conjunction with the HSE’s National Women 
& Infants Health Programme, is included in the Programme for Government, “Our Shared Fu-
ture”. This model of care will ensure that infertility issues will be addressed through the public 
health system at the lowest level of clinical intervention necessary as part of the full range of 
services available in obstetrics and gynaecology.

Phase One of the roll-out of the model of care has commenced and involves the establish-
ment, at secondary care level, of Regional Fertility Hubs in maternity networks, which will fa-
cilitate the management of a significant proportion of patients presenting with infertility issues.

Phase Two of the roll-out will see the introduction of tertiary infertility services, including 
IVF, in the public health system. Phase Two will not commence until such time as infertility ser-
vices at secondary level have been developed across the country, required resources have been 
allocated, and the AHR legislation is commenced. Drafting of the AHR legislation is ongoing, 
in conjunction with the Office of the Attorney General. 
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It is intended that, in line with available resources, this model of care for infertility will be 
rolled out on a phased basis over the course of the coming years. The underlying aim of the 
policy to provide a model of funding for AHR, within the broader AHR regulatory framework, 
is to improve accessibility to AHR treatments, while at the same time embedding safe and ap-
propriate clinical practice and ensuring the cost-effective use of public resources.

  Question No. 2311 answered with Question No. 2219.

27/07/2021WROOOOO01200Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WROOOOO013002312. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health his plans to recruit more clinical 
psychologists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37319/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOO01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOOO01500Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WROOOOO016002313. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the number of assistant psy-
chologists currently working on a voluntary capacity within HSE services; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37320/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOO01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOOO01800Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WROOOOO019002314. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health his position on the recruitment of 
assistant psychologists in an unpaid capacity by HSE services; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37321/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOO02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
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Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOOO02100Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WROOOOO022002315. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health if he will extend the national 
pilot to establish the efficacy of the assistant psychologist grade as a paid grade; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37322/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOO02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The establishment of 114 Assistant Psy-
chologist posts within HSE Psychology Services on a pilot basis was a key action in the HSE’s 
National Service Plan for 2016, with the posts coming on-stream in a phased basis during 2017, 
and funding of €3.4m being provided for implementation of this important initiative.

The role of Assistant Psychologist supports the provision of psychology services in primary 
care settings, enabling delivery of early and cost-effective interventions for children and adoles-
cents, and is key to delivering a “stepped care” model in which service users receive the level 
of required support and/or intervention appropriate to their assessed need.

The employment of Assistant Psychologists in HSE Primary Care Psychology services is 
a time-limited pilot project and is being independently evaluated. All Assistant Psychologist 
posts were due to complete their contracts by the end of July 2020 when the evaluation was 
originally due to be finalised.

However, due to the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, it was necessary for this evalu-
ation process to be paused during 2020 and, as several months of data was not collected, the 
HSE report that the initiative has been extended to the end of September 2021. After this date, 
a final report and assessment of the pilot project will be completed, and a decision on the future 
of the programme will be made.

27/07/2021WROOOOO02400Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WROOOOO025002316. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the actions he is taking in re-
sponse to advertisement of seven unpaid assistant psychologist roles for HSE services; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [37323/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOO02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOOO02700Health Services

27/07/2021WROOOOO028002317. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health his response to the high perina-
tal mortality rates among ethnically African mothers or expectant mothers living in Ireland as 
recorded in the 2017 Perinatal Statistics Report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37324/21]
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27/07/2021WROOOOO02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOOO03000Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WROOOOO031002318. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health if he will provide ten days of 
compensatory leave for healthcare workers due to fatigue and overwork throughout the pan-
demic as requested by a union (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37325/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOO03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is committed to recog-
nising the great dedication that frontline healthcare workers showed during the pandemic, and 
work is ongoing to determine how best we do that. 

Concerning the detail of this specific question, I note that a conciliation process is under-
way between health service management and representative unions at the Workplace Relations 
Commission on this matter. I and the Government are supportive of efforts being made to re-
solve this matter as it progresses through the established industrial relations processes. Accord-
ingly, further public comment from me or the Government would be inappropriate at this time. 

27/07/2021WROOOOO03300Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WROOOOO034002319. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the status of the delays experi-
enced by persons in cohort 4 high risk and cohort 7 high risk in accessing Covid-19 vaccines; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37326/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOO03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOOO03600Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WROOOOO037002320. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the number of persons currently 
in the acute adult mental health psychiatric units in Cork University Hospital and Mercy Uni-
versity Hospital whose discharges from hospital have been delayed by one, two, three, four and 
more than five years, respectively; the number of these persons whose hospital discharge has 
been delayed as a result of a lack of appropriate follow-on accommodation; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37327/21]
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27/07/2021WROOOOO03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOOO03900Health Services

27/07/2021WROOOOO040002321. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if he will furnish this Deputy 
with the HSE quarterly report on Assessment of Need in CHO1. [37328/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOO04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The assessment 
of need process consists of two stages, the first stage is a review of  the referral to the assess-
ment of need process by an assessment officer which is an administrative exercise. The child is 
then referred to stage 2, if appropriate, which is for clinical assessment.

Due to the recent cyber-attack the latest information available from the HSE is that one ap-
plication was due to commence stage 2 of the Assessment of Need process and 18 applications 
were overdue for completion at 31st March 2021.   

27/07/2021WROOOOO04200Health Services

27/07/2021WROOOOO043002322. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the current average waiting 
time for services (details supplied) in counties Cavan and Monaghan. [37329/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOO04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOOO04500Health Services

27/07/2021WROOOOO046002323. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health when a child (details supplied) 
waiting for speech and language, occupational therapy and psychologist services in the Cavan/
Monaghan region with a service will be in receipt of these services; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37330/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOO04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
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advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOOO04800Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WROOOOO049002324. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if there are vacant posts to be 
filled in services (details supplied); and if there is a plan to increase capacity for assessment 
for Autism in counties Cavan and Monaghan as a service has advised that there is a significant 
backlog of assessments including assessment for autism of 2-3 years; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37331/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOO05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOOO05100Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WROOOOO052002325. Deputy Matt Shanahan asked the Minister for Health if his Department will en-
sure that vaccination appointments are offered to persons living within a defined radius of the 
centres rather than based on allocated eircodes which appear to be directing patients to centres 
many hours away rather than the nearest centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37332/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOO05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOOO05400Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WROOOOO055002326. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health the staff numbers in the HSE 
in an area (details supplied); if there are plans to increase the workforce; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [37382/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOO05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
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the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRPPPPP00200Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRPPPPP003002327. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of staff numbers 
in the HSE in an area (details supplied) in each of the past ten years up to July 2021, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37383/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPP00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRPPPPP00500Primary Care Centres

27/07/2021WRPPPPP006002328. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the ex-
pansion of a primary care centre (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [37384/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPP00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2329 answered with Question No. 2215.

27/07/2021WRPPPPP00900Health Service Executive

27/07/2021WRPPPPP010002330. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the status of the current ap-
plication process for HSE insulin pumps tendering contract which began in late 2020; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [37386/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPP01100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services.Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.
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27/07/2021WRPPPPP01200Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRPPPPP013002331. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health the number of environmental 
health officers currently working within HSE services in north County Tipperary; the efforts the 
HSE are making to allocate environmental health officers an office space in a new community 
primary care centre on Mitchel Street, Thurles, County Tipperary; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37387/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPP01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRPPPPP01500Home Care Packages

27/07/2021WRPPPPP016002332. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when full home care sup-
port will be reinstated in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37410/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPP01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRPPPPP01800Health Service Executive

27/07/2021WRPPPPP019002333. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the body responsible if a com-
plaint is made when agents who are contracted by the HSE that do not fall under section 38 or 
39 workers fail to provide the service they are contacted to provide. [37411/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPP02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Notwithstanding the clarification re-
ceived, I remain unclear as to the exact question being raised.  If the Deputy would like to pro-
vide additional information in respect of his question, a substantive response can be provided.

In the interim, if the Deputy is referring to complaints made by public health sector employ-
ees, then the Deputy may wish to review the HSEs Grievance Policy which is available to view 
at the link below.

 www.hse.ie/eng/staff/resources/hrppg/grievance-and-disciplinary-procedure-for-the-
health-service-2004.html.

27/07/2021WRPPPPP02100Covid-19 Pandemic
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27/07/2021WRPPPPP022002334. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the guidelines that have been 
issued to community centres in relation to dance classes and drama and variety clubs that wish 
to use their premises. [37412/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPP023003257. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the current 
guidelines regarding indoor dance classes, group fitness classes and personal training sessions; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41099/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPP02400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2334 
and 3257 together.

As the Deputies will be aware, on 29 June, Government announced the next phase of re-
opening the economy and society in line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status. 

Disease incidence has increased rapidly in recent weeks, especially among those who are 
not yet fully protected through vaccination and the outlook for the coming weeks is very un-
certain.

Gyms and leisure centres are now open for individual training only. 

Unfortunately, due to current uncertainties there is not yet an indication of when indoor 
dance and drama classes or group fitness classes will be permitted to reopen. Organised indoor 
events are currently not permitted. The epidemiological situation will be monitored on an ongo-
ing basis and the level of restrictions will be kept under review by Government.

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines.

27/07/2021WRPPPPP02500Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRPPPPP026002335. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Health his plans to issue fully vacci-
nated persons a hard copy vaccine licence; and the proposed cost of same. [37413/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPP02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Digital COVID Certificate Regula-
tion is intended to facilitate people’s fundamental right to move and reside freely and help to 
support the lifting of restrictions currently in place in a coordinated manner within the EU.

As the Minister for Health, I am supporting the work of my Department in collaborating 
with relevant Departments under the leadership of the Department of Taoiseach to assist in the 
on-going implementation of the EU Digital COVID Certificates. 

Individuals should receive their EU Digital COVID Certificate when they are fully vac-
cinated. If the HSE has a valid email address from the vaccination process – individuals will 
get their Digital COVID Certificate by email. Otherwise, they will get their certificate via post. 
These Digital COVID Certificates are currently being emailed or posted.
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27/07/2021WRPPPPP02800Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRPPPPP029002336. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure that all mater-
nity hospitals put in place safe procedures for nominated support partners to attend the 12 week 
dating and booking scan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37428/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPP03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRPPPPP03100Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRPPPPP032002337. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure that all ma-
ternity hospitals put in place safe procedures for nominated support partner to attend for all ap-
pointments in which the pregnant person is attending an early pregnancy unit and or attending 
for pregnancy loss or has been classified as a high-risk pregnancy; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37429/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPP03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRPPPPP03400Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRPPPPP035002338. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure that all mater-
nity hospitals put in place safe procedures for nominated support partners to attend for all stages 
of labour including induction of labour and or early labour; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [37430/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPP03600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRPPPPP03700Covid-19 Pandemic
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27/07/2021WRPPPPP038002339. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure that all ma-
ternity hospitals put in place safe procedures for nominated support partners to attend for all 
antenatal appointments in relation to the general population; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [37431/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPP03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRPPPPP04000Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRPPPPP041002340. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure that all mater-
nity hospitals put in place safe procedures for nominated support partners to attend for all un-
scheduled emergency care incidents; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37432/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPP04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRPPPPP04300Eating Disorders

27/07/2021WRPPPPP044002341. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure that the HSE 
enters into a service level agreement with a facility (details supplied) to provide specialised eat-
ing disorder care; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37433/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPP04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2342 answered with Question No. 2265.

27/07/2021WRPPPPP04700General Practitioner Services

27/07/2021WRPPPPP048002343. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Health when he plans to roll out 
free general practitioner care for under 8s as announced in budget 2020; if he has engaged with 
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an organisation (details supplied) on the way this will happen; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37443/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPP04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is committed to in-
creasing access to GP care without charges for children, an important healthcare measure that 
will remove a potentially prohibitive cost barrier to accessing GP care and will help to improve 
children’s health as they develop. At present all children under six years of age are eligible for 
a GP visit card and therefore GP care without charges.

The Health (General Practitioner Service and Alteration of Criteria for Eligibility) Act 2020 
provides, amongst other things, for the phased expansion of GP care without fees to all children 
aged 12 years and under. The initial stage of this phased expansion will be the provision of GP 
care without fees to all children aged between 6 and 8.

The appropriate date for commencing the expansion remains under consideration in light 
of COVID-19 and the additional pressures the expansion might place on general practice in 
that context. This date will be determined following consultation with the IMO, to take place 
closer to the appropriate time for commencement. It is important to ensure that any additional 
pressures placed on general practice will not limit its capacity to meet the needs of all patients 
in the community.

27/07/2021WRPPPPP05000Disability Services

27/07/2021WRPPPPP051002344. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Health the way in which the residents 
and their families of a facility (details supplied) will be included and consulted on decisions on 
future service provision for residential care at the site. [37444/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPP05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Camphill Communities of Ireland 
(CCoI) provides residential and day services to people with intellectual disabilities and other 
kinds of special needs in a number of communities in Community Health Care Organisations 
(CHOs) 4, 5 and 7 under a Section 39 service arrangement with the HSE.  Duffcarrig is one of 
the CCoI communities located in County Wexford, which provides residential services to 24 
people.

As the Deputy is aware, following inspections at the Duffcarrig site, HIQA issued a notice 
to CCoI on the 4th of June 2021, that the registration of Duffcarrig would be cancelled within 
28 days, due to ongoing issues of non-compliance at the centre with the regulations governing 
the provision of residential services to people with disabilities. As CCoI did not contest the de-
cision, the cancellation of the registration of Camphill Community Duffcarrig took effect at 12 
midday on Saturday 3 July 2021.

Under Section 64 of the Health Act, the HSE has a responsibility to operate the centre as 
if it were the registered provider from the date the cancellation came into effect. The HSE are 
engaging closely with CCoI on a transition plan with a view to transferring the provision of ser-
vices in the Duffcarrig facility to an alternative provider, with the objective that residents will 
continue to receive their residential care services at the Duffcarrig site.The HSE have assured 
my Department that it is engaging closely with all families of service users and is keeping them 
informed of the process regarding the transfer of provider at the Duffcarrig site.

The foremost concern of Government is to ensure the continuity of services provided by 
Camphill in the interests of the service users and families who rely on these vital services and 
supports. I welcome the fact that HIQA inspectors will continue to monitor the centre during 
this transition to verify the safety and quality of service to residents is prioritised, which is my 
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primary concern.

27/07/2021WRPPPPP05300Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRPPPPP054002345. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
regarding the HPV vaccine (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37445/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPP055002698. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if secondary school stu-
dents who could not avail of the HPV vaccine due to the fact they started the school year in 
2018-2019 will be able to avail of it at a later date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[38807/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPP056002699. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if a student who could not 
avail of the HPV vaccine in their first year of secondary school can avail of the vaccine at a later 
date while they are still a student in the school; if not, if this policy will be reviewed in order to 
encourage as many students as possible to avail of this vaccine before leaving school; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [38808/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPP057002768. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if a catch-up programme 
will be put in place for the HPV vaccine (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39083/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPP058002854. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Health if children that refused the 
HPV vaccine when originally offered same in their first year of secondary school education can 
now avail and register to receive the vaccine during the 2021-2022 vaccine programme; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39382/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPP05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2345, 
2698, 2699, 2768 and 2854 together.

The immunisation programme in Ireland is based on the advice of the National Immunisa-
tion Advisory Committee (NIAC). The committee’s recommendations are based on the preva-
lence of the relevant disease in Ireland and international best practice in relation to immunisa-
tion. It makes recommendations on vaccination policy to my Department. The NIAC continues 
to revise recommendations to allow for the introduction of new vaccines in Ireland and to keep 
abreast of changes in the patterns of disease. Therefore, the immunisation schedule will con-
tinue to be amended over time.

In 2009, the NIAC recommended HPV (human papillomavirus) vaccination for all 12 to 
13 year old girls to reduce their risk of developing cervical cancer when they are adults. In 
September 2010, the HPV vaccination programme was introduced for all girls in first year of 
secondary school.

In June 2017, on foot of the NIAC’s recommendation that the HPV vaccine should also be 
given to boys, my Department asked the Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) to 
undertake a health technology assessment (HTA) to establish the clinical and cost-effectiveness 
of extending the immunisation programme to include boys in the first year of secondary school. 

The HIQA completed the HTA in December 2018, recommending that the HPV immunisa-
tion programme be extended to include boys. A policy decision was made to extend the HPV 
immunisation programme to include boys, starting in September 2019, with the introduction of 
a 9-valent HPV vaccine.
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The ages at which vaccines are recommended in the immunisation schedule are chosen by 
the NIAC in order to give each child the best possible protection against vaccine preventable 
diseases. As the HPV vaccine is preventative it is intended to be administered, if possible, be-
fore a person becomes sexually active, that is, before a person is first exposed to HPV infection.

Therefore, the gender-neutral HPV vaccination programme targets all girls and boys in first 
year of secondary school to provide maximum coverage. All vaccines administered through the 
School Immunisation Programme are provided free of charge.

My Department will continue to be guided by NIAC’s recommendations on any emerging 
evidence on this issue in the future.

It is important to note that the schools-based immunisation programme for the 2019/2020 
academic year has been completed and the uptake rates for the HPV vaccine in that academic 
year are 82% for the first dose of the vaccine and 77% for the second dose.

This is the highest uptake for the HPV vaccination programme since 2015/2016 and is par-
ticularly encouraging because it was the first year that boys were included in the programme 
and it shows that the provision of vaccine in community clinics did not adversely affect the 
uptake.

The programme for the academic year 2020/2021 was paused during the first few months 
of 2021 due to school closures and redeployment of staff to the COVID-19 immunisation pro-
gramme.

The inputting of uptake information for the schools-based programme has also been delayed 
due to redeployment of administrative staff. However, Community Healthcare Organisations 
have reported that the vast majority of second level schools had their first dose of HPV vaccine 
delivered between October and December 2020.

The uptake rate for the first dose of the HPV vaccine, in the 2020/2021 academic year, is 
67% as of the 12th May 2021, and this figure is expected to increase because data input on vac-
cine uptake is ongoing.

The HSE expects the HPV vaccination programme for 2020/21 to be substantially complete 
before the start of the 2021/22 academic year.

Anyone not in 1st year of secondary school or age equivalent in special schools or home 
schooled during the 2020/2021 school year who wishes to get the HPV vaccine, must go to their 
GP or sexual health clinic and pay privately for the vaccine and its administration. This applies 
to everyone whether or not they have a medical card/GP visit card, as it is outside of the HPV 
immunisation programme.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ00200Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ003002346. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Health the considerations 
made in giving Covid-19 vaccines to the 15 to 17-year-old group; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37455/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ004002388. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health the status of the possible exten-
sion of the Covid-19 vaccination programme to persons under 16 years of age particularly to 
those with underlying conditions; and if it is likely those at risk will be vaccinated before the 
return to school. [37661/21]
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27/07/2021WRQQQQQ005003238. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health when NIAC will make a rec-
ommendation for the vaccination of 12 to 15-year-olds; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40969/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ006003300. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health his plans in respect of provid-
ing Covid-19 vaccinations for children under the age of 16; and the timescale to which he is 
working. [41278/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2346, 
2388, 3238 and 3300 together.

Ireland welcomes the European Medicines Agency age extension recommendation for the 
COVID-19 vaccine Comirnaty to include use in children aged 12 to 15. The National Im-
munisation Advisory Committee is reviewing the matter and will make a recommendation as 
appropriate. Currently, Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccination Programme is administering vaccines 
to those aged 16+.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ00800Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ009002347. Deputy Jennifer Carroll MacNeill asked the Minister for Health if consideration 
has been given to easing visitation restrictions in nursing homes given the removal of TAPS, the 
scale of full vaccination in this sector and easing of restrictions elsewhere; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37456/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Health Pro-
tection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) has recently published updated guidance on visiting in 
long-term residential care: COVID-19: Normalising Visiting in Long Term Residential Care 
Facilities (LTRCFs). This guidance came into effect on 19 July. 

The public health advice is to restore visiting to near normal in terms of frequency of visits 
in those settings with a high level of vaccination of residents as quickly as possible, while also 
recognising the need to remain cautious as we continue to deal with the evolving risks associ-
ated with COVID-19. 

The new guidance provides that:

- Providers should put in place the necessary measures to progress to more normalised visit-
ing and visiting frequency as quickly as possible in line with public health guidance with no 
more than two visitors at any one time.

- Routine visiting will no longer need to be scheduled in advance.

- There is no requirement to have a list of nominated visitors.

- The duration of the visit should not be limited.

- Fewer restrictions will apply to residents going on outings or visits outside of the nursing 
home. 

Notwithstanding the current positive epidemiological outlook and the cautious reopening of 
society, risks continue to remain and emergent risks such as variants of concern present ongoing 
challenges and the need for vigilance. Visiting arrangements should continue to take account 
of general public health advice and the necessary infection prevention and control measures, to 
reduce the risk of introduction and spread of COVID-19 and protect those living in our com-
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munities. This is particularly important in the context of the increasing prevalence of the more 
transmissible Delta variant. This new variant poses a significant risk, in particular to those who 
are not yet fully protected though vaccination. 

Visitors are reminded of their responsibilities with regard to self-checks for COVID-19 in 
advance of visits, infection and prevention control and social interaction with all individuals, 
while in the nursing home.  

The guidance will be kept under continuing review as new evidence and data emerges.  

The substantial package of non-financial supports outlined below will continue to be pro-
vided for the time being:

- Provision of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). The continued supply of PPE is a key 
support mechanism and will be provided in line with clinical and public health recommenda-
tions;

- The COVID-19 Response Teams established to support Public Health Outbreak teams 
covering all residential services as well as home support settings. All stakeholders, includ-
ing the COVID-19 Nursing Homes Expert Panel, have highlighted the significant contribution 
these new teams have made to supporting nursing homes throughout the pandemic;

- The HSE Temporary Accommodation Scheme;

- HSE training and development resources, including the opening up of HSeLanD to private 
and voluntary providers.

- IPC support and advice;

- The substantial suite of publicly available guidance developed to support the sector.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ01100Primary Care Centres

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ012002348. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the services that will be available 
in a new primary healthcare centre (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37457/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ01400Primary Care Centres

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ015002349. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the stage works are currently at a 
healthcare centre (details supplied); when the new primary healthcare centre will be completed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37458/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
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to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ01700Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ018002350. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health when he plans to allow indoor 
facilities at pet farms and leisure parks to reopen to the public; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37464/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, on 29 
June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and society in line with 
Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status. 

Disease incidence has increased rapidly in recent weeks, especially among those who are 
not yet fully protected through vaccination and the outlook for the coming weeks is very un-
certain. 

Unfortunately, due to current uncertainties there is not yet an indication of when indoor 
facilities in pet farms and leisure centres will be permitted to reopen. The epidemiological 
situation will be monitored on an ongoing basis and the level of restrictions will be kept under 
review by Government.

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ02000Health Services

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ021002351. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health the status of a matter raised in 
correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37465/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
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Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ02300Covid-19 Tests

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ024002352. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
that have tested positive for Covid-19 that have been fully vaccinated more than 14 days prior 
to the positive test; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37474/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT 
systems.

The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity 
and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is 
again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamen-
tary Questions at that point.

Question No. 2353 answered with Question No. 2344.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ02600Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ027002354. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the number of guests that will be 
permitted at wedding ceremonies and receptions in August 2021; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37479/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ028002684. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health the number of persons that can 
be invited to a wedding from 5 August 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[38776/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ029002685. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health if he plans to ease Covid-19 re-
strictions in August 2021 to permit an increase in attendance at weddings to 100 guests; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [38777/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ030002899. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Health when the next update will be 
provided on the number of attendees allowed at weddings; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39554/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ031002905. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health when the current restrictions 
on numbers at weddings will be reconsidered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39571/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ032002906. Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Minister for Health the number of guests that will be 
permitted at weddings, ceremonies and receptions over the coming months; if his Department 
will publish a specific roadmap for holding weddings during the pandemic; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39602/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ033002994. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 405 of 14 July 2021, when weddings will be allowed increase to 100 guests. 
[39815/21]
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27/07/2021WRQQQQQ034003168. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health if the move to increase the 
maximum attendance at wedding receptions and celebrations held indoors to 100 guests will 
proceed in August; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40567/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ035003175. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health if there are still specific Co-
vid-19 restrictions on wedding receptions; and if these receptions are now governed by indoor 
dining regulations. [40579/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ036003187. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health when the numbers at a wedding 
ceremony and reception will reflect the change due to vaccination and especially in the context 
of the size of the location in which the ceremony or reception is to take place with the reopening 
of hospitality pending; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40615/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ037003196. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of guests who will 
be permitted at wedding ceremonies and receptions as restrictions lift. [40746/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ038003231. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health when guidelines for 
weddings will be revised; when both the decisions, announcement and enactment with take 
place; the currently scheduled changes to be made to the guidelines for weddings; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40920/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ039003232. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health when Covid-19 guide-
lines in relation to weddings will be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40927/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2354, 
2684, 2685, 2899, 2905, 2906, 2994, 3168, 3175, 3187, 3196, 3231 and 3232 together.

As the Deputies will be aware, on 29 June, Government announced the next phase of re-
opening the economy and society in line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status. 

However, as an exception, weddings already planned have been allowed to proceed with the 
planned increase in the number of guests to 50 at the wedding ceremony and reception with pro-
tective measures from 5 July. The Fáilte Ireland guidelines on weddings can be found online: 
covid19.failteireland.ie/operational-guidelines/

Disease incidence has increased rapidly in recent weeks, especially among those who are 
not yet fully protected through vaccination and the outlook for the coming weeks is very un-
certain. 

Unfortunately, due to current uncertainties there is not yet an indication of when an increase 
to the number of guests at a wedding will be permitted. The epidemiological situation will be 
monitored on an ongoing basis and the level of restrictions will be kept under review by Gov-
ernment.

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
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guidelines.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ04100Primary Care Centres

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ042002355. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health when the Swinford, 
County Mayo care service will be reopening; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37480/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ04400Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ045002356. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the number of HSE 
home help staff recruited in the past 12 months by county in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37481/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ04700Health Services

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ048002357. Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Health the status of the case of a person 
(details supplied); and when they can expect an appointment for orthopaedic surgery in Tallaght 
Hospital, Dublin 24. [37495/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2358 answered with Question No. 1891.
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27/07/2021WRQQQQQ05100Medical Cards

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ052002359. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health his plans to amend the medical 
card income thresholds to ensure that persons on social welfare incomes including pensions are 
not over the income threshold for medical cards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37497/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Eligibility for a Medical Card is pri-
marily based on a financial assessment which is conducted by the HSE in accordance with the 
Health Act 1970 (as amended). The HSE assesses each medical card application on a qualifying 
financial threshold. This is the amount of money that an individual can earn a week and still 
qualify for a card. It is specific to the individual’s own financial circumstances.

Persons aged 69 and under are assessed under the general means tested medical card thresh-
olds which are based on an applicant’s household income after tax and the deduction of PRSI 
and the Universal Social Charge. Certain expenses are also taken into account, i.e. mortgage 
payments, which help to increase the amount a person can earn and still qualify for a medical 
card.

Persons aged 70 or older are assessed under the over 70s medical card income thresholds 
which are based on gross income. Last November I was delighted to increase the weekly gross 
medical card income thresholds for those aged 70 and over to €550 per week for a single person 
and €1050 for a couple. This welcome change was the first increase to the over 70s medical card 
thresholds in over 6 years.

It should also be noted that where a person’s sole income is derived from a social welfare 
payment, even where this is more than the current means threshold, he/she will be awarded a 
medical card.

Furthermore, I wish to assure the Deputy that the current medical card income thresholds 
are kept under regular review and any changes are considered in the context of Government 
policy and the annual budgetary estimates process.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ05400Civil Registration Service

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ055002360. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if a situation (details supplied) 
with regard to civil registration services will be rectified. [37499/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland has new international travel 
measures from 19th July and non-essential international travel is now permitted.

Passengers travelling to Ireland from overseas are required to complete an online Passenger 
Locator Form prior to entry which will be checked as pre-boarding requirement. 

Passengers arriving from Great Britain with valid proof of vaccination or valid proof of 
recovery are not subject to further travel-related testing or quarantine.

Passengers arriving from Great Britain who do not have valid proof of vaccination or recov-
ery, will need to:

- present evidence of a negative result from a RT-PCR test taken within 72 hours prior to 
arrival into the country

- self-quarantine for 14 days
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Passengers who receive a negative result from a RT-PCR test taken from day 5 onwards 
after arrival into Ireland, will be able to leave quarantine.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ05700Health Services

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ058002361. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Health the status of a service (details 
supplied) following the written notice by the Health Information and Quality Authority to can-
cel the registration of the service. [36172/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Camphill Communities of Ireland 
(CCoI) provides residential and day services to people with intellectual disabilities and other 
kinds of special needs in a number of communities in Community Health Care Organisations 
(CHOs) 4, 5 and 7 under a Section 39 service arrangement with the HSE.  Duffcarrig is one of 
the CCoI communities located in County Wexford, which provides residential services to 24 
people.

Following inspections at the Duffcarrig site,  HIQA issued a notice to Camphill Commu-
nities of Ireland (CCoI) on the 4th of June 2021, that the registration of Duffcarrig would be 
cancelled within 28 days, due to ongoing issues of non-compliance at the centre with the regula-
tions governing the provision of residential services to people with disabilities. 

As CCoI did not contest the decision, the cancellation of the registration of Camphill Com-
munity Duffcarrig took effect at 12 midday on Saturday 3 July 2021.

Under Section 64 of the Health Act, the HSE has a responsibility to operate the centre as 
if it were the registered provider from the date the cancellation came into effect. The HSE has 
informed HIQA of the arrangements put in place to take over the operation of the centre and 
now are legally responsible for the safety and wellbeing of the residents concerned.  

The HSE are engaging closely with CCoI on a transition plan with a view to transferring the 
provision of services in the Duffcarrig facility to an alternative provider, with the objective that 
residents will continue to receive their residential care services at the Duffcarrig site. 

The foremost concern of Government is to ensure the continuity of services provided by 
Camphill in the interests of the service users and families who rely on these vital services and 
supports. I welcome the fact that HIQA inspectors will continue to monitor the centre during 
this transition to verify the safety and quality of service to residents is prioritised, which is my 
primary concern.

  Question No. 2362 answered with Question No. 2259.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ06100Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ062002363. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health the funding allocation to Jigsaw 
for delivering mental health services to north Clondalkin for 2019, 2020 and 2021; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [37508/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ06300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
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hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ06400Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ065002364. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health the number and type of services 
that Jigsaw has delivered to young persons in Clondalkin in 2020 and to date in 2021; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [37509/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQ06600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2365 answered with Question No. 2166.

Question No. 2366 answered with Question No. 2271.

27/07/2021WRRRRRR00200Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRRRRRR003002367. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health the timeline for the establish-
ment of the national psychology placement office; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37512/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRR00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRRRRRR00500Community Care

27/07/2021WRRRRRR006002368. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health when a place in a community 
residential setting will become available for a person (details supplied). [37538/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRR00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
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Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRRRRRR00800Hospital Facilities

27/07/2021WRRRRRR009002369. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the progress made to develop 
elective-only hospitals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28325/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRR01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The development of elective hospital 
facilities in Dublin, Cork and Galway is in line with the National Development Plan, the Health 
Service Capacity Review, the Programme for Government and the Sláintecare Implementation 
Strategy & Action Plan 2021-2023.

The Elective Hospitals Oversight Group, under the joint governance of the HSE, Depart-
ment of Health and Sláintecare, is guiding the development of the elective hospitals, following 
the process outlined in the Public Spending Code. 

A Strategic Assessment Report has been completed and approved setting out the rationale 
for investment, the alignment of the programme with strategic requirements of Government, 
some initial options and potential costs, and the governance of the programme. 

A Preliminary Business Case (PBC) is being prepared. As part of the process, the Oversight 
Group made a call for site submissions from private owners, the HSE, Land Development 
Agency and Hospital Groups. Submissions are undergoing evaluation to examine their suitabil-
ity with a view to recommending a single preferred option in each location.  The site identifica-
tion process in Cork and Galway has been fully informed by discussions with relevant Hospital 
Groups.

Once completed, the PBC will be assessed by the Department of Public Expenditure & Re-
form and submitted to Government for consideration. 

27/07/2021WRRRRRR01100Disabilities Assessments

27/07/2021WRRRRRR012002370. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to re-
duce waiting times for ASD assessments for children; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28169/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRR01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): In August 2020 
the HSE secured €7.8m to address the issue of overdue Assessments of Need (AON). 

This funding was provided on a once off and strictly time bound basis to eliminate all 
AONs overdue at 30th June 2020. While the number of overdue Assessment of Need stood at 
approximately 6,500 in June 2020, through a combination of different measures, by the end of 
April 2021 approximately 5,150 children have had their assessment completed, thus reducing 
the backlog to approximately 1,350 cases. An overall reduction, since the exercise began of 
approximately 80%. 3 CHOs have cleared their backlog, one of which has exceeded its target. 

I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy.

27/07/2021WRRRRRR01400Health Service Executive

27/07/2021WRRRRRR015002371. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the status of the impact of the 
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HSE cyber-attack on cancer screening services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37469/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRR01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): All three national cancer screening pro-
grammes, BreastCheck, CervicalCheck and BowelScreen, are currently operating, albeit at re-
duced capacity due to COVID-19 impact as well as the recent cyber-attack. 

The cyber-attack on the HSE is causing the National Screening Service some temporary 
disruption with their interfaces with the wider HSE system.

As this Parliamentary Question primarily relates to operational issues, it is a matter for the 
HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to ac-
cess the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which 
has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, 
and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of 
the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to 
PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRRRRRR01700Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRRRRRR018002372. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) will 
be called for Covid-19 vaccination; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37553/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRR01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the 
HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRRRRRR02000Hospital Charges

27/07/2021WRRRRRR021002373. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to 
make hospital parking free for patients and to stop debt collection for patients who have not 
paid car parking fees in time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37554/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRR02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Programme for Government makes 
a commitment to introduce a cap on the maximum daily charge for patients and visitors at all 
public hospitals, where possible and to introduce flexible passes in all public hospitals for pa-
tients and their families. My Department and the HSE are currently examining the issue. 

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point. 
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27/07/2021WRRRRRR02300Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRRRRRR024002374. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the outcomes in terms of Co-
vid-19 cases in each of the pilot events that were run by the Government. [37555/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRR02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to advise the Deputy that pilot 
events are matters for the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media.

27/07/2021WRRRRRR02600Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRRRRRR027002375. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if advice will be provided 
on a matter raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37556/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRR028002577. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health if children who are not vac-
cinated and travel from Britain to Ireland after 19 July 2021 with a negative PCR test will need 
to quarantine at home; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38140/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRR029002578. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health if children who are not vac-
cinated and travel from an EU member state to Ireland after 19 July 2021 with a negative PCR 
test will need to quarantine at home; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38141/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRR030002623. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if children aged 12 and un-
der can accompany their parents who are fully vaccinated in travelling from Scotland to Ireland 
on 19 July 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38414/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRR03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2375, 
2577, 2578 and 2623 together.

Under S.I. 135 of 2021, which lays out the new travel measures in place since 19th July, 
children under the age of 12 are not required to show evidence of a negative RT-PCR test result 
upon arrival to Ireland. An exemption can be declared for children under the age of 12 on the 
new enhanced Passenger Locator Form prior to departure.

Children between the ages of 12 and 17 will be required to have a negative RT-PCR test 
taken within 72 hours prior to arrival to travel into the country, unless they have valid proof of 
vaccination or recovery. 

Children of any age, travelling with accompanying vaccinated or recovered responsible 
adults, with the same address, will not be required to self-quarantine post arrival.  However, 
where one accompanying adult with the same address needs to self-quarantine, then all children 
must also self-quarantine, unless they have valid proof of vaccination or recovery themselves.

International travel policy is kept under continuous consideration informed by the interna-
tional epidemiological situation and public health advice.

27/07/2021WRRRRRR03200Covid-19 Tests

27/07/2021WRRRRRR033002376. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if antigen testing for birthing 
partners has been considered to remove restrictions for women in labour to have partners in 
wards. [37565/21]
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27/07/2021WRRRRRR03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRRRRRR03500Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRRRRRR036002377. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) is 
entitled to a dental cleaning and two fillings under the medical card; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37566/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRR03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Dental Treatment Services Scheme 
(DTSS) provides dental care, free of charge to medical card holders aged 16 and over. These 
services are provided by independent dental practitioners who have a contract with the HSE. 

The DTSS makes available the following dental treatments to medical card holders:  Oral 
examination; Prophylaxis (scale and polish/cleaning); Restorations (fillings);  Exodontics (ex-
tractions); Surgical extractions;  Miscellaneous (e.g. control of haemorrhage);  Endodontics 
(root canal therapy); Apicectomy (amputation of roots); Protracted periodontal (gum) treat-
ment; Radiographs; Prosthetics (dentures). These treatments are provided by independent den-
tal practitioners who have a contract with the HSE.  Some are available on demand, for ex-
ample, all medical card holders may avail of specific dental treatments e.g., an annual dental 
examination, two fillings in each calendar year, extractions, as necessary.

The remaining care provision including cleaning is subject to the prior approval of a den-
tal surgeon in the HSE, who prioritises for high risk and exceptional patients; those requiring 
emergency care and patients considered to have greater clinical urgency and/or necessity in 
receiving care.

27/07/2021WRRRRRR03800Emergency Departments

27/07/2021WRRRRRR039002378. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 347 of 1 April 2021, when the temporary emergency department in Galway Uni-
versity Hospital will be fully fitted out and operational; the details of the handover plan regard-
ing the internal replanned area of the temporary emergency department; if fitting out will be 
done before or after the handover; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28720/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRR04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Saolta Hospital Group advises that the 
handover of the Temporary Emergency Department (Phase 1) in Galway University Hospital is 
scheduled for end April 2022. 

The handover of the internal replanned area (Phase 2) is scheduled end July 2022. 

The contractor will complete some fitting out works as part of Phases 1 and 2.  Further fit-
ting out work will follow the completion of these works.
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27/07/2021WRRRRRR04100Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRRRRRR042002379. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if a person (details 
supplied) is registered for a Covid-19 vaccine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37578/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRR04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRRRRRR04400Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRRRRRR045002380. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health if dates can be confirmed for the 
recommencement of Confirmations, First Holy Communions and other religious ceremonies. 
[37579/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRR046002962. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Health if the sacrament of baptism 
can be allowed to resume under the current restrictions (details supplied). [39716/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRR04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2380 
and 2962 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, on 29 June, Government announced the next phase of reopen-
ing the economy and society in line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status.

Disease incidence has increased rapidly in recent weeks, especially among those who are 
not yet fully protected through vaccination and the outlook for the coming weeks is very un-
certain. 

In line with the delay to other July measures, the current advice is that religious ceremonies 
(outside of weddings and funerals) should not go ahead at present. This is in recognition of the 
multi household, multi-generational nature of these events and linked social activities and is a 
response to concerns from public health across the regions in relation to gatherings of this na-
ture. Unfortunately, due to current uncertainties there is not yet an indication of when religious 
ceremonies will recommence. The epidemiological situation will be monitored on an ongoing 
basis and the level of restrictions will be kept under review by Government.

Church leaders have been very supportive of the overall national public health response to 
date and the Government will continue to work with them to ensure that all ceremonies can 
return when it is safe to do so.

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
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months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines.

27/07/2021WRRRRRR04800Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRRRRRR049002381. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the full range of ser-
vices available for the treatment of mental illness and mental health issues in adults in the Dún 
Laoghaire area and in CHO6 provided by or funded by the HSE; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37580/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRR05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2382 answered with Question No. 2286.

27/07/2021WRRRRRR05200Hospital Staff

27/07/2021WRRRRRR053002383. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health the status of the appointment of 
a dermatologist (details supplied) at the Midlands Regional Hospital, Mullingar, County West-
meath. [37656/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRR05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRRRRRR05500Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRRRRRR056002384. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) hav-
ing been diagnosed in April as having dyspraxia, has been awaiting a number of years for an 
appointment with a psychiatrist; the length of time they are waiting; the number of children on 
the waiting list for the CHO7 area; the positions they are on the waiting list; when they will re-
ceive an appointment; the reason for the backlog and delay with the current resources and plan 
in place; and the additional supports he is awaiting. [37657/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRR05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
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swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2385 answered with Question No. 2026.

27/07/2021WRSSSSS00200Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRSSSSS003002386. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the social and certification sta-
tus and or exemptions of those persons who cannot for medical reasons be vaccinated against 
Covid-19, for example, in the case of previous anaphylaxis to an ingredient present in all the 
Covid-19 vaccines offered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37659/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSS00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The EU Digital COVID Certificate 
Regulation, which became directly applicable to EU member states on 1 July 2021, is designed 
to facilitate safe free movement of citizens in the EU during the COVID-19 pandemic. Cer-
tificates issued under this Regulation hold digital or paper proof that a person has either been 
vaccinated against COVID-19, received a negative test result, or recovered from COVID-19 in 
the last 6 months. It is valid in all EU Member States, including Ireland, EEA states and third 
countries recognised under an EU implementing act.

It should be noted that while the Regulation aims to facilitate free movement the EU Digi-
tal COVID Certificate is not a travel document and the possession of an EU Digital COVID 
Certificate will not be a precondition to exercise free movement rights. Travellers who do not 
have a Digital COVID Certificate can provide other verifiable forms of proof of vaccination, 
recovery, or a valid negative test under the current travel measures. 

27/07/2021WRSSSSS00500Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRSSSSS006002387. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the systems in place to provide 
specific clinical advice, support and administrative assistance to persons who wish to be vac-
cinated against Covid-19 but have a history of anaphylaxis to an ingredient present in all the 
vaccines offered; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37660/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSS00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2388 answered with Question No. 2346.

27/07/2021WRSSSSS00900Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRSSSSS010002389. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health if suppliers such as 
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photographers, videographers and so on are included in the total number of persons allowed to 
attend a wedding as part of the Covid-19 restrictions in place since 5 July 2021; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37662/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSS01100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, on 29 
June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and society in line with 
Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status. 

Disease incidence has increased rapidly in recent weeks, especially among those who are 
not yet fully protected through vaccination and the outlook for the coming weeks is very un-
certain. 

Suppliers such as photographers and videographers are permitted at weddings and are not 
included in the guest capacity limit of 50. Further detail of guidelines in place for weddings is 
available online: failtecdn.azureedge.net/failteireland/Guidelines-for-Re-opening-Hotels-and-
Guesthouses.pdf

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines.

27/07/2021WRSSSSS01200Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRSSSSS013002390. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health if a category system can be put 
in place similar to that which exists in other jurisdictions in which persons who wish to be vac-
cinated but who have a history of anaphylaxis or other adverse drug reactions are immediately 
and automatically referred to an immunologist who can manage their case (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37689/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSS01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSSS01500Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRSSSSS016002391. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the reason for the lacuna in the 
HSE vaccine hotline in relation to anaphylaxis in which no proper information can be given to 
those anxiously awaiting a vaccination and in relation to the reason a clinic regarding same was 
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cancelled in St. James’s Hospital, Dublin in June 2021 with no firm substitute date given; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [37690/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSS01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSSS01800Cannabis for Medicinal Use

27/07/2021WRSSSSS019002392. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the steps that have been 
taken towards permitting the use of medicinal marijuana; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37696/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSS02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): There are two separate pathways for 
accessing cannabis for medical use in Ireland.

Medical Cannabis Access Programme (MCAP)

The provision of the Medical Cannabis Access Programme (MCAP) as a result of recom-
mendations by the Health Products Regulatory Authority in their “Cannabis for Medical User 
– A Scientific Review”.

The review stated that if the policy decision is to make cannabis available for medical pur-
poses, the HPRA advised that it should recognise patient need, but be evidence based. It was 
advised, that treatment with cannabis be only permitted under a controlled access programme 
for the treatment of patients with the following medical conditions which have failed to respond 
to standard treatments;

- spasticity associated with multiple sclerosis; 

- intractable nausea and vomiting associated with chemotherapy; 

- severe, refractory (treatment-resistant) epilepsy. 

Subsequently the Minister for Health established an Expert Reference Group to advise on 
the development of a Medical Cannabis Access Programme. This Group developed detailed 
Clinical Guidelines for the MCAP to be followed by clinicians, which contained inter alia 
guidance on  ingredient combinations that are recommended for each of the three indications 
included in the MCAP

The Medicinal Cannabis Access programme (MCAP) is a 5-year pilot programme. The pur-
pose of the programme is to facilitate access to acceptable cannabis-based products for medical 
use that are of a standardised quality and which meet the requirements outlined in the Misuse 
of Drugs (Prescription and Control of Supply of Cannabis for Medical Use) Regulations 2019 
(as amended). 

There are currently 4 products assessed by the HPRA for inclusion in Schedule 1 of the 
Regulations, more products are currently being assessed by the HPRA.
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Reimbursement of the products, prescribed by approved medical consultants and supplied 
through community pharmacies for a specified therapeutic indication in line with Schedule 2 of 
the Misuse of Drugs (Prescription and Control of Supply of Cannabis for Medical Use) Regula-
tions 2019 (as amended) will be on an individual named patient basis aligned to the patient’s 
eligibility under the community drug schemes (Medical Card, Long Term Illness Scheme and 
Drugs Payment Scheme). It cannot be assumed that reimbursement approval will be forthcom-
ing on submission of applications. A reimbursement decision will be communicated with the 
prescribing consultant in writing.

On the 19th July, the Minister for Health announced that the MCAP was now open for medi-
cal consultants to make an application for themselves and their patients to be registered for the 
programme.

Registration by consultants and their patients on the Cannabis for Medical Use Register, to 
be operated by the HSE, is required for the prescribing of cannabis-based products under the 
MCAP. 

Ministerial Licence under Section 14 of the Misuse of Drugs Acts 1977-2016

Pending full operation of the MCAP and for medical indications not included in the MCAP, 
doctors may continue to utilise the Ministerial licensing route to prescribe medical cannabis for 
their patients, should they wish to do so.

In line with the Chief Medical Officer’s advice, the granting of a licence for cannabis for 
medical purposes must be premised on an appropriate application being submitted to the De-
partment of Health, which is endorsed by a consultant who is responsible for the management 
of the patient and who is prepared to monitor the effects of the treatment over time. 

Since the first licence issued in December 2016, 178 licences have been approved for the 
treatment of 64 individual patients. 

It is important to note that the medical decision to prescribe or not prescribe any treatment, 
including cannabis treatment, for an individual patient is strictly a decision for the treating 
clinician, in consultation with their patient. The Minister for Health has no role in this clinical 
decision-making process.

27/07/2021WRSSSSS02100Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRSSSSS022002393. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if he will report on his recent en-
gagements with the President of the European Commission and pharmaceutical executives on 
Covid-19 vaccine supplies. [20484/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSS02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland continues to participate in an 
EU Procurement process with a view to accessing a portfolio of candidate vaccines against 
COVID-19 which are being negotiated with vaccine manufacturers by the Commission acting 
on behalf of Member States.  Officials from the Department of Health are represented on the EU 
Steering Board which discusses and reviews all aspects of vaccine procurement.  

Ireland supports efforts made by the Commission to safeguard the production and delivery 
of doses of vaccine in the quantities agreed with vaccine suppliers. There is ongoing engage-
ment with vaccine manufacturers under the auspices of the Steering Board.
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27/07/2021WRSSSSS02400Cybersecurity Policy

27/07/2021WRSSSSS025002394. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the proposals to upgrade 
the IT system in his Department and the HSE and or subsidiary bodies with a view to maximis-
ing the protection against hackers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28646/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSS02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Improved security measures have al-
ready been put in place within my Department’s IT systems.  A complete security review of the 
infrastructure is being finalised and specialised software has been installed to mitigate against 
malicious software, and to provide early warning notifications of same.  The system is fully 
monitored, providing for a rapid response to any notified incidents.

My Department continues to liaise closely with the National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC), 
the Office of the Government Chief Information Officer, our security partner and with col-
leagues across the Public Service to ensure that best practice is followed as it relates to all 
aspects of cybersecurity.

In the wake of the recent ransomware attack, the HSE has deployed additional security 
toolsets and capabilities and applied recommendations from external consultants engaged fol-
lowing the ransomware attack. The HSE continues to engage with the NCSC and, with the sup-
port of my Department, will continue to invest strategically in technical infrastructure, cyber 
defences, and the resources necessary to protect the systems and data that are vital to the safe 
operation of the health system.

The HSE has deployed additional expertise, resources, and technology to provide enhanced 
monitoring of systems and networks. This is considered an interim measure as they procure a 
permanent Security Operations Centre to provide security and threat incidence monitoring and 
response including:

- Monitoring and alerting on portals and software.

- Monitoring and incident management of all devices on the network to ensure that all de-
vices are compliant with rules/policies.

- Threat incident response including triage, close and/or escalation.

Health systems cyber security and disaster recovery protocols will be informed by learnings 
from the recent criminal ransomware cyberattack. In keeping with procedures on any critical 
incident, post incident review findings and recommendations will inform the process of con-
tinuous improvement.  When further planning health ICT systems modernisation and activities, 
both the Department of Health and the Health Service Executive will be informed by recom-
mendations made by the National Cyber Security Centre and post-incident reporting.

27/07/2021WRSSSSS02700Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRSSSSS028002395. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Health the status of the accreditation of a 
vaccine (details supplied) and its path to approval by the European Agencies for Drug Adminis-
tration for accredited vaccines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28313/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSS02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland is participating in an EU Pro-
curement process with a view to accessing a portfolio of candidate vaccines against COVID-19 
which are being negotiated with vaccine manufacturers by the Commission acting on behalf 
of Member States. Emergency Support Instrument (ESI) funding has been leveraged by the 
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Commission to facilitate its negotiations with vaccine manufacturers, including with regard to 
production costs and securing a reduced per dose cost for Member States.

This process has provided Ireland with access to vaccines (at a reduced cost) that it would 
find it difficult to access otherwise within a year after the declaration of a Public Health Emer-
gency of International Concern by the WHO. Four of the vaccines in the EU portfolio have 
already been awarded Conditional Marketing Authorisation (CMA) by the Commission.

Ireland supports efforts made by the Commission to safeguard the production and delivery 
of doses of vaccine in the quantities agreed with vaccine suppliers and to ensure that up-front 
funding provided through ESI has been properly used.

COVID-19 vaccines can only be approved and used if they comply with all the requirements 
of quality, safety and efficacy set out in the EU pharmaceutical legislation. No vaccine will be 
used until market authorisation from the European Medicines Agency (EMA) is obtained and 
any authorised vaccine will be subject to ongoing monitoring in Ireland by the Health Product 
Regulatory Authority (HPRA).

The delivery of vaccines under APAs that the Commission has negotiated on behalf of 
Member States are predicated upon a CMA being obtained from the Commission (on the basis 
of a positive recommendation being awarded by the EMA).

The awarding of a CMA provides a high level of assurance that a vaccine has undergone 
rigorous testing and has met the requirements of the independent regulatory process as regards 
demonstrating its quality, safety and efficacy.

The Sinopharm vaccine has not been awarded a CMA to date.

27/07/2021WRSSSSS03000Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRSSSSS031002396. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if there will be a cen-
tralised top-down approach to lifting maternity restrictions (details supplied); if not, if hospital 
groups will be administering an ad hoc, location specific response; and when the Government 
will adhere to the recommendation by the World Health Organisation that a birthing person has 
a right to have a partner with them for all of their labour not only at the final hour even during 
the Covid-19 period. [24207/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSS03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSSS03300Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRSSSSS034002397. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Health if consideration will be 
given to paying allowances upfront alongside the current review on allowances for student 
nurses and midwives; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [43337/20]
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27/07/2021WRSSSSS03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, at the end 
of 2020 a short-term review of student nurse and midwife allowances in the context of CO-
VID-19 was undertaken at my request  by Professor Tom Collins. This review was conducted to 
examine any additional challenges that the Pandemic may have created for student nurses and 
midwives on supernumerary clinical placement and final-year internship placement. I accepted 
all of the recommendations which Prof. Collins made. This includes the payment of a Pandemic 
Placement Grant (PPG) of €100 per week for each week of supernumerary clinical placement 
which is backdated to the start of the current academic year, September 2020.

The processing of the payment of these grants is well underway. However, the recent HSE 
IT disruption did cause some delay to the planned completion by early June. The HSE are 
working with local clinical sites to ensure that outstanding payments are completed as soon as 
possible.

I also directed that a second longer-term independent review of student nurse and midwife 
clinical placement allowances take place. This review will include an examination of the ex-
isting clinical placement allowances payable to student nurses and midwives on placement. 
The terms of reference of the review were agreed in April 2021 with the representative bodies. 
The review was conducted by Mr Sean McHugh and while the HSE cyberattack delayed its 
progress, I expect to receive a copy of the review shortly and I look forward to reviewing the 
contents. 

27/07/2021WRSSSSS03600Citizens’ Assembly

27/07/2021WRSSSSS037002398. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Health when he expects the citi-
zens’ assembly on drugs to convene; and if consideration has been given to convening this as-
sembly in an online format. [17204/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSS03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The Pro-
gramme for Government includes a commitment to convene a citizen’s assembly to consider 
matters relating to drug use. The timing of this, and other assemblies, over the lifetime of the 
Government has yet to be determined. One element critical to the success of assemblies has 
been the opportunity to meet in person. The restrictions experienced with Covid-19 have pre-
sented considerable difficulties in this regard, as meetings moved to being held online. The ex-
periences and learning in this new way of working will inform how future citizen’s assemblies 
are conducted.

In 2019, the Government agreed to adopt a health-led approach to people who use drugs, 
following the publication of the report of the working group on alternative approaches to the 
possession of drugs for personal use, which was informed by 20,000 public responses. The ap-
proach will offer compassion, not punishment, to people who use drugs. The Programme for 
Government endorses this approach as an important step in developing a public health-led ap-
proach to drug use.

An implementation group chaired by the Department of Health is finalising plans for the 
commencement of the Health Diversion Programme in 2021. The aim of the programme is to 
connect people who use drugs with health services and provide a pathway to recovery, thereby 
avoiding a criminal conviction. Under the programme, An Garda Síochána will divert a person 
found in possession of drugs for personal use to the HSE for a health screening and brief inter-
vention

As outlined in the Programme for Government, the programme will be reviewed after the 
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first full year of implementation to ensure that it is meeting all of it aims and to make any nec-
essary changes.

The strategic priority in the EU Drugs Strategy to provide alternatives to coercive sanctions 
for people who use drugs.  Ireland is committed to mainstream the implementation of effective 
measures that have a rehabilitative element and avoid a criminal sanction. To this end, Ireland 
will share comprehensive and in-depth data and exchange of best practices on alternatives to 
coercive sanctions with EU Member States.

I believe that a citizen’s assembly could usefully consider the learnings from this programme 
and similar health-led initiatives in Ireland and internationally. It could also inform the develop-
ment of new national drugs strategy, to replace the existing strategy when completed in 2025.

27/07/2021WRSSSSS03900Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRSSSSS040002399. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which he is 
in the process of coordinating the Covid-19 vaccination programme with a view to ensuring the 
most expeditious and strategic delivery of the most appropriate vaccines at the earliest possible 
time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [7375/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSS041002547. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which ad-
ditional efforts are being made to ensure the availability of the Covid-19 vaccination to the 
remaining cohort of persons not vaccinated to date; if he will ensure the rapid attention to such 
cases in order to facilitate the safe early reopening of the economy; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [38105/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSS04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2399 
and 2547 together.

The Government established the High-Level Task Force (HLTF) on Covid-19 Vaccination 
on 10 November 2020. The HLTF acts to support my Department and the HSE to deliver a Co-
vid-19 immunisation programme, that meets best practice and provides good governance, as a 
critical public health intervention in the prevention and control of Covid-19.

In collaboration with my Department and the HSE, the HLTF developed the National Co-
vid-19 Vaccination Strategy, and this was approved by Government on 15 December 2020. The 
Strategy’s objective has been to ensure the effective and efficient delivery of vaccines to the 
population.

The Covid-19 Vaccination Allocation Strategy was developed in conjunction with the Na-
tional Covid-19 Vaccine Strategy. The Allocation Strategy was developed by the National Im-
munisation Advisory Committee’s (NIAC) and outlined a provisional list of groups for vaccina-
tion and was approved by Government on 8 December 2020. The Allocation Strategy has been 
kept under review in the intervening period and amended as new evidence emerged.

More than 5.3 million vaccine doses have now been administered since the programme 
began in December 2020. Over 3 million have received a vaccine dose while more than 2.3 mil-
lion have received two doses. It is currently anticipated that all eligible persons over 16 years 
who wish to avail of a vaccine will be vaccinated by end-September.

27/07/2021WRSSSSS04300Covid-19 Pandemic
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27/07/2021WRSSSSS044002400. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which the 
health services continue to deal with non-Covid-19 related health issues including hospital ad-
missions, home care, outpatient appointments and admissions for necessary surgery; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [7376/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSS04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): We are all acutely aware of the impact 
that COVID 19 has on society, our citizens and on individual service areas.

In the Health Sector, the COVID 19 pandemic has led to unprecedented interruption to nor-
mal healthcare activity in both acute and community settings. 

To ensure that services were restored in a clinically prioritised manner, the HSE, in  March 
2021 published a Plan for restoring health and social care services in a COVID 19 environment 
entitled – ‘Safe Return to Health Services’ .

This Plan provides an operational framework for the safe return to services at a local level. It 
includes an overview of the services to be resumed, the target for their safe return and some de-
tail on the conditions and challenges that have to be met. It is important to note that every phase 
outlined in the Plan has been informed by clinical guidance and putting patient safety first.

Prior to that, The National Service Plan 2021 sets   out the type and volume of services that 
the HSE will provide for that year in respect of the funding allocated.

In submitting NSP 2021 for my approval, the HSE committed to keep the Plan under review 
to assess the impact of COVID 19 on the key transformation programmes and on the original 
targets and activity levels proposed for this year.

Progress had been made by the HSE with the review, however due to the recent Cyber-
attack, the HSE has been requested to extend the review to include both the impact of COVID 
19 and the Cyber-attack on the original NSP targets and to produce revised end of year positions 
which will ensure an effective performance management process for the remainder of 2021.  It 
is expected that this will be completed in mid-July.

As this Parliamentary Question also relates to operational issues, it would be a matter for the 
HSE to comment on and provide an update to the Deputy, however, members of the Oireachtas 
are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSSS04600Health Services

27/07/2021WRSSSSS047002401. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress in the imple-
mentation of the proposals contained in the Sláintecare report; the way that this will manifest 
itself in the months ahead; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28647/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSS04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The vision of Sláintecare is to achieve 
a universal single-tier health and social care system, where everyone has equitable access to 
services based on need, and not ability to pay and to deliver safe, quality health and social care 
services that meet the needs of our growing population, and attracts and retains the very best 
healthcare clinicians, managers, and staff.
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Considerable progress has been made in moving from vision to reality. The commitment to 
Sláintecare was reconfirmed in the Programme for Government and Budget 2021 invested in 
staffing and infrastructure to enhance the permanent capacity of our health services and expand 
the scale and range of services to be provided in the community. Major foundational decisions 
were made by Government, including the establishment of the HSE Board, and the approval 
of the geographies for six new regional health areas. There has been progress against all of the 
eight Sláintecare Principles from the Oireachtas Sláintecare Report, including the patient be-
ing paramount; timely, needs-based care; prevention and public health; and engagement with 
citizens and staff. This was done against the backdrop of COVID-19 which has challenged our 
healthcare systems in a manner never previously seen. 

The Government has now approved a new three-year Sláintecare Implementation Strategy 
& Action Plan 2021-2023. The new plan will build on the commitment and desire for innova-
tion, demonstrated during the pandemic, and build on the unprecedented levels of investment 
in our health service. The Strategy will focus on two new reform programmes. Programme 
One: Improving Safe, Timely Access to Care and Promoting Health & Wellbeing will focus on 
integration, safety, prevention, shift of care to the right location, productivity, extra capacity and 
achieving Sláintecare waiting time targets. Programme Two: Addressing Health Inequalities 
will bring us on a journey towards universal healthcare. Eleven associated Projects have been 
developed and are aligned with key national strategies, policies and initiatives. 

27/07/2021WRSSSSS04900Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRSSSSS050002402. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the details of the structures of 
cross-Border co-operation in the fight against Covid-19. [22907/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSS05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): There has been, and continues to be, 
significant engagement and cooperation between the Ministers for Health, the Chief Medical 
Officers, and the Departments of Health in Ireland and Northern Ireland throughout this pan-
demic.

Both administrations are seeking to adopt similar approaches, where it is appropriate to 
do so and on the advice of respective Chief Medical Officers. This approach is underpinned 
a Memorandum of Understanding agreed by the Chief Medical Officers of the Department of 
Health and the Department of Health in Northern Ireland in April 2020 to strengthen North 
South co-operation on the public health response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  In November 
2020, this overarching agreement was supplemented with a further Memorandum of Under-
standing in relation to a framework for mutual support for the provision of critical care.

Meetings of the North South Ministerial Council are also an important pillar in our regular 
engagements with Northern Ireland counterparts on COVID-19. 

I am committed to continue this close and productive cooperation with Northern Ireland to 
foster commonality in approaches, where possible.

27/07/2021WRSSSSS05200Covid-19 Tests

27/07/2021WRSSSSS053002403. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the use 
of rapid antigen testing to enable a return to international travel; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28641/21]
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27/07/2021WRSSSSS05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Reverse transcription polymerase chain 
reaction (RT-PCR) tests remain the gold standard in terms of COVID-19 testing, particularly in 
relation to the screening of travellers. Ireland does not accept antigen tests for incoming travel-
lers. 

COVID-19 tests for the purposes of travel, both to and from the State, can be sourced via 
private testing providers, in order to preserve the testing capacity of the HSE for priority groups 
and public health screening. Antigen tests can be sourced via private providers and Digital 
COVID Certificates based on antigen tests can be issued for the purpose of travelling to an EU 
country where antigen tests are accepted. 

These travel measures are kept under continuous review based on public health advice and 
the international epidemiological situation.

27/07/2021WRSSSSS05500Hospital Facilities

27/07/2021WRSSSSS056002404. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health if an application for plan-
ning permission has been made to-date in respect of the planned outpatient block in the Merlin 
Park campus of Galway University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37744/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSS05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The planning application for the Outpa-
tient Block at Merlin Park Development is currently being finalised and is due to be submitted 
to the local Planning Authority by the middle of August.  The proposed project is a Ground & 
First floor Outpatients Department at Merlin Park University Hospital and will provide addi-
tional capacity for outpatient services.

27/07/2021WRTTTTT00200Hospital Facilities

27/07/2021WRTTTTT003002405. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the status of the pre-
liminary business case for the proposed new emergency department and women and children’s 
block project in Galway University Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37745/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTT00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRTTTTT00500National Maternity Hospital

27/07/2021WRTTTTT006002406. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a copy 
of the draft legal framework for the proposed new national maternity hospital; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37746/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTT00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy is aware, a draft legal 
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framework has been developed which aims to address the ownership and governance arrange-
ments at the new National Maternity Hospital (NMH). In that context, as previously stated, 
there has been further engagement with the stakeholders in relation to these matters.  As the 
legal framework is still draft, it is not intended to provide or publish it, in the interest of ensur-
ing the necessary space to facilitate engagement with the relevant stakeholders. As I have previ-
ously made clear, I will not be making any further comment on the nature of this engagement 
until it concludes.  

27/07/2021WRTTTTT00800National Maternity Hospital

27/07/2021WRTTTTT009002407. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health if the business case for 
the relocation of the national maternity hospital, which was received by his Department from 
the NMH Project Board in December 2020, has been approved to date; if so, if he will provide 
a copy of the approved business case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37747/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTT01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): A business case for the national mater-
nity hospital (NMH) relocation project was submitted to the Department of Health by the NMH 
Project Board in December 2020. This provided a comprehensive overview of the proposed 
project. However, as a project initiated prior to the updated Public Spending Code (PSC), the 
Project Board is undertaking additional work to ensure full compliance with the new PSC. 

The PSC is designed to ensure that investment decisions are underpinned by a clear policy 
rationale, and that costs are well understood. In 2019, the PSC was updated and introduced a 
new project lifecycle, tightening the arrangements for project decision-making, and clarifying 
the roles of the parties involved including the responsibilities for Sponsoring Agencies and Ap-
proving Authorities. 

The specific requirements that must be included in a business case at the various stages of 
the PSC, and the stages at which these are to be published, are detailed at www.gov.ie/en/pub-
lication/public-spending-code/  

The updated business case will be re-submitted to the Department of Health, as Approving 
Authority, and to the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform for technical review in due 
course.

27/07/2021WRTTTTT01100Health Services

27/07/2021WRTTTTT012002408. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of beds by addic-
tion rehabilitation and detox residential treatment facility in tabular form. [37749/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTT01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this Par-
liamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, mem-
bers of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to 
answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRTTTTT01400Health Services
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27/07/2021WRTTTTT015002409. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of available beds 
by addiction rehabilitation and detox residential treatment facility in tabular form. [37750/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTT01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this Par-
liamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, mem-
bers of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to 
answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRTTTTT01700Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRTTTTT018002410. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of staff by ad-
diction rehabilitation and detox residential treatment facility in tabular form at present and in 
March 2020, respectively. [37751/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTT01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this Par-
liamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, mem-
bers of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to 
answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRTTTTT02000Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRTTTTT021002411. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of speech and lan-
guage therapists employed in the County Cork region. [37752/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTT02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRTTTTT02300Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRTTTTT024002412. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of occupational 
therapists employed in the County Cork region. [37753/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTT02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
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IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRTTTTT02600Health Service Executive

27/07/2021WRTTTTT027002413. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the latest engagement under-
taken by the HSE with the board of SouthDoc in relation to the reopening of SouthDoc Black-
pool, County Cork. [37754/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTT02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRTTTTT02900Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRTTTTT030002414. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of public health 
nurses currently employed in Cork north Lee area; if any are still redeployed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37755/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTT03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRTTTTT03200Hospital Staff

27/07/2021WRTTTTT033002415. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the 235 vacant positions in CUH; and if he will list these by profession in tabular form. 
[37756/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTT03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.
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27/07/2021WRTTTTT03500Health Services

27/07/2021WRTTTTT036002416. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the average cost of residential 
rehabilitation treatment; and the percentage of same paid on average by the HSE by facility in 
2019 and 2021, respectively in tabular form. [37757/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTT03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this Par-
liamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, mem-
bers of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to 
answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

          Question No. 2417 answered with Question No. 2138.

27/07/2021WRTTTTT03800Departmental Reports

27/07/2021WRTTTTT039002418. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health if he will lay the Health Re-
search Board Drug and Alcohol Prevalence survey results before Dáil Éireann. [37759/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTT04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): Government 
policy in relation to drug and alcohol addiction services is set out in the National Drugs Strat-
egy, Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery-a health led response to drug and alcohol use in 
Ireland 2017-2025. A key objective of the strategy is to support high quality monitoring, evalu-
ation, and research to ensure evidence-informed policies and practice. 

The National Drug and Alcohol Survey is funded by the Department of Health and man-
aged by the Health Research Board. It is a general population survey of households to measure 
the extent and pattern of drug use among a representative sample of those aged 15 and over in 
Ireland. 

The Health Research Board recently published the findings of the National Drug and Alco-
hol Survey for 2019/20. These results are publicly available on the HRB’s website at the fol-
lowing link: 

www.hrb.ie/publications/publication/the-2019-20-irish-national-drug-and-alcohol-survey-
main-findings/returnPage/1/

27/07/2021WRTTTTT04025Health Strategies

27/07/2021WRTTTTT040502419. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the status of the National 
Drugs Strategy mid-term review; if another consultation process will be opened; and if he will 
make available any preliminary documentation at this stage.  [37760/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTT040562420. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health if priorities have been deter-
mined for the new stage of the National Drugs Strategy.  [37761/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTT040622421. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health when the 2020 review of the 
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National Drugs Strategy will be published; and if this will be a separate document to the mid-
term review.  [37762/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTT040682580. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health his plans to restructure 
the National Oversight Committee of the National Drug Strategy into a number of sub-groups 
and to appoint Health Service Executive managers or Department of Health officials to chair 
each of the sub-groups; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38143/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTT04075Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 2419 to 2421, inclusive, and 2580 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, the national drug strategy, Reducing Harm, Supporting Recov-
ery, sets out government policy on drug and alcohol use for the period 2017 to 2025. The strat-
egy provides an integrated health-led approach to drug and alcohol use, focused on reducing 
the harms for individuals, families and communities and promoting rehabilitation and recovery.  
Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery is a dynamic strategy which provides the opportunity for 
the development of further actions to address needs that may emerge later in the lifetime of the 
strategy.  

The Department has undertaken a mid-term review of the actions in the strategy, in consul-
tation with stakeholders.  The review provides an opportunity to reflect on progress in imple-
menting the strategy from 2017 to 2020, progress achieved in the action plan, to identify any 
new issues that have arisen since the strategy was launched including the impact of Covid-19 
and to consider the development of new actions for the remainder of the strategy to address 
emerging needs and challenges. 

The National Oversight Committee gives leadership and direction to support the strategy 
and provided that the Minister for State with responsibility for the drugs strategy would chair 
this committee. Regular updates on the mid-term review have been provided to the Committee 
and a draft report was considered at its most recent meeting.  Arrangements are currently being 
made to submit the review to Government and it is intended to publish it thereafter.

I want to emphasise that there are no proposals in the review to restructure the National 
Oversight Committee into a number of sub-groups and to appoint Health Service Executive 
managers or Department of Health officials to chair each of the sub-groups.

  Question No. 2420 answered with Question No.  2419.

  Question No. 2421 answered with Question No.  2419.

27/07/2021WRTTTTT04300Abortion Services

27/07/2021WRTTTTT044002422. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health his views on the retention of the 
three-day waiting period in relation to abortion services in view of the fact that almost 1,000 
women who availed of counselling did not subsequently undergo an abortion; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37778/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTT04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Section 12 of the Health (Regulation of 
Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 provides that a termination of pregnancy may be carried 
out by a medical practitioner who, having examined the pregnant woman, is of the reasonable 
opinion formed in good faith that the pregnancy concerned has not exceeded 12 weeks of preg-
nancy.  A three-day period must elapse between certification and the procedure being carried 
out.   
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Where a medical practitioner has formed the reasonable opinion in good faith that a wom-
an’s pregnancy has not exceeded 12 weeks and certified that opinion, and the woman has ful-
filled the three-day period, a second medical practitioner may carry out the procedure without a 
further three-day period where he/she has formed the reasonable opinion in good faith that the 
pregnancy has not exceeded 12 weeks and has certified that opinion.   

I assume the Deputy is asking his question in the context of the review of the operation of 
the Act, required under section 7 and noted in the Programme for Government, which is being 
progressed this year. The review clause was included in the Act in order to facilitate monitor-
ing of the impact, operation, and effectiveness of the legislation in practice, as well as of the 
delivery of services in the area.  

It is too early at this stage to speculate as to the recommendations or areas for action which 
the review report may identify.

27/07/2021WRTTTTT04600Abortion Services

27/07/2021WRTTTTT047002423. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health if he will put in place an infor-
mation system in regard to the provision of abortion services in Ireland which would provide 
information on the reason women choose to have an abortion as such information systems are 
available in other countries; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37779/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTT04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, the Health 
(Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 permits termination to be carried out in 
cases where there is a risk to the life, or of serious harm to the health, of the pregnant woman; 
where there is a condition present which is likely to lead to the death of the foetus either before 
or within 28 days of birth; and without restriction up to 12 weeks of pregnancy.

Under section 20 (1) of the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018, a 
notification of each termination of pregnancy carried out under the legislation must be notified 
to the Minister for Health within 28 days of it being carried out. The notifications are recorded 
on the form entitled “Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 (Notifica-
tions) Regulations 2018” (Statutory Instrument No. 597 of 2018). The information in the form 
includes the grounds on which the termination of pregnancy was carried out.

The Annual Report on Notifications, published under section 20 (3) of the Act, provides in-
formation on the grounds on which each termination of pregnancy was carried out. The Annual 
Report 2020 is available at www.gov.ie/en/publication/ef674-health-regulation-of-termination-
of-pregnancy-act-2018-annual-report-on-notifications-2020/. 

27/07/2021WRTTTTT04900Abortion Services

27/07/2021WRTTTTT050002424. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health his views on the reasons under-
lying the increased abortion figures in 2019 at a time when abortion rates should have declined 
in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37780/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTT05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Prior to 2019, the Protection of Life 
During Pregnancy Act 2013 regulated access to lawful termination of pregnancy in Ireland. 
Termination was only permitted in cases where there was a threat to the life of the pregnant 
woman. Figures collected under the Protection of Life During Pregnancy Act 2013 show that 
32 medical procedures were carried out in 2018.
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As the Deputy will be aware, a referendum on the Thirty-sixth Amendment of the Consti-
tution was held on 25 May 2018. The referendum was passed, and article 40.3.3 of the Con-
stitution was amended to confirm that the Oireachtas may make laws for the regulation of the 
termination of pregnancy. 

The Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 was subsequently signed 
into law on 20 December 2018. It permits termination to be carried out in cases where there is a 
risk to the life, or of serious harm to the health, of the pregnant woman; where there is a condi-
tion present which is likely to lead to the death of the foetus either before or within 28 days of 
birth; and without restriction up to 12 weeks of pregnancy.

Expanded services for termination of pregnancy under the Health (Regulation of Termina-
tion of Pregnancy) Act 2018 were introduced from 1 January 2019. 

In circumstances where the grounds on which termination of pregnancy is legal have been 
expanded, it is perhaps unsurprising that the number of terminations of pregnancy carried out 
would increase.

27/07/2021WRUUUUU00200Health Services

27/07/2021WRUUUUU003002425. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health the protocols that are in place to 
ensure that parents are given accurate information and offered support when babies are found to 
have foetal abnormalities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37781/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUU00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRUUUUU00500Abortion Services

27/07/2021WRUUUUU006002426. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health the help or protocols that are 
available to doctors if babies survive late-term abortions; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37782/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUU00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, termina-
tions beyond 12 weeks of pregnancy may be carried out in Ireland under sections 9, 10 and 11 
of the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018. 

Section 9 requires that two medical practitioners, having examined the pregnant woman, are 
of the reasonable opinion formed in good faith that there is a risk to the life, or of serious harm 
to the health, of the pregnant woman; the foetus has not reached viability; and it is appropriate 
to carry out the termination of pregnancy in order to avert the risk concerned.  One of the two 
medical practitioners must be an obstetrician; and the other must be an appropriate medical 
practitioner, and both must certify their opinions in order for the termination to be carried out. 

Section 10 deals with emergency situations, and provides that a termination of pregnancy 
may be carried out by a medical practitioner who, having examined the pregnant woman, is of 
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the reasonable opinion formed in good faith that there is an immediate risk to the life or of seri-
ous harm to the health of the pregnant woman, and it is immediately necessary to carry out the 
termination of pregnancy in order to avert that risk. 

Section 11 deals with cases where there is a condition present affecting the foetus that is 
likely to lead to the death of the foetus before or within 28 days of birth.  It requires the involve-
ment of two medical practitioners, one of whom must be an obstetrician and the other a medi-
cal practitioner of a relevant specialty. Both must examine the pregnant woman and both must 
certify their reasonable opinion, formed in good faith that the termination of pregnancy can be 
carried out. The termination of pregnancy must then be carried out by the certifying obstetri-
cian, or in cases where the second certifying doctor is also an obstetrician, either one may carry 
out the procedure.  

Medical practitioners are bound through professional regulatory mechanisms to operate in 
accordance with best medical practice.  

Clinical guidelines for the provision of termination of pregnancy services, within the legal 
framework set out in the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018, have been 
developed by the relevant professional medical bodies.

27/07/2021WRUUUUU00800Abortion Services

27/07/2021WRUUUUU009002427. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health if his Department advocates the 
use of dilation and evacuation in late-term abortions; if the electorate was informed in advance 
of the referendum campaign that such abortions would be illegal; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [37783/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUU01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, the Health 
(Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 sets out the grounds on which termina-
tion of pregnancy may legally be provided in this country. Beyond 12 weeks of pregnancy, the 
legislation permits termination to be carried out in cases where there is a risk to the life, or of 
serious harm to the health, of the pregnant woman; in emergency situations where there is an 
immediate risk to the life, or of serious harm to the health, of the pregnant woman; or where 
there is a condition present which is likely to lead to the death of the foetus either before or 
within 28 days of birth.  

The Department of Health does not advocate on clinical procedures; it would not be appro-
priate for the Department to intervene in medical practice or decision-making. Medical prac-
titioners are bound through professional regulatory mechanisms to operate in accordance with 
best medical practice. In addition, clinical guidelines for the provision of termination of preg-
nancy services, within the legal framework set out in the Health (Regulation of Termination of 
Pregnancy) Act 2018, have been developed by the relevant professional medical bodies. 

A draft General Scheme of a Bill to Regulate Termination of Pregnancy was published on 
the Department of Health website in advance of the referendum held on 25 May 2018, so that 
voters would be aware of the Government’s policy/legislative intentions should the referendum 
pass. Key elements of the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018, in par-
ticular the grounds on which termination of pregnancy may be carried out, remain the same as 
those set out in the draft General Scheme published in March 2018.

27/07/2021WRUUUUU01100Covid-19 Pandemic
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27/07/2021WRUUUUU012002428. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the criteria for determining 
a close contact in the case of a person who travelled on an airplane and then tests positive for 
Covid-19; the distance other passengers would have to be to the source of transmission on the 
plane in order to be deemed a close contact; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37786/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUU013002532. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if all persons who travelled 
on the same flight as a person that has Covid-19 are deemed close contacts; the level of proxim-
ity used to determine this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38002/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUU01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2428 
and 2532 together.

Close contact guidance is kept under continuing review by the Health Protection Surveil-
lance Centre and is updated and published on its website on a regular basis. The current defini-
tion of a close contact, as described in the guidance available at www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/
coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/contacttracingguidance/, includes a close contact as 
being “Passengers on an aircraft sitting within two seats (in any direction) of the case, travel 
companions or persons providing care, and crew members serving in the section of the aircraft 
where the index case was seated.” The guidance also outlines that “contact needs to have oc-
curred during the infectious period”. In addition, “if severity of symptoms or movement of the 
case indicate more extensive exposure, passengers seated in the entire section or all passengers 
on the aircraft may be considered close contacts”. However, there are different enhanced con-
tact tracing arrangements which apply in relation to investigation of confirmed or suspected 
cases involving variants of concern, details of which are available at www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respira-
tory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/sars-cov-2variantsofconcern/. 

The Deputy is advised that the management of close contacts and particularly those relat-
ing to variants of concern can change rapidly and the guidance may therefore change relatively 
frequently and is updated accordingly.

27/07/2021WRUUUUU01500Departmental Bodies

27/07/2021WRUUUUU016002429. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the format and make-up of the 
National Oversight Committee with responsibility for the National Drugs Strategy. [37788/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUU01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The national 
drug strategy, Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery, sets out government policy on drug and 
alcohol use for the period 2017 to 2025.  The strategy established the National Oversight Com-
mittee to give leadership and direction to support the strategy, and provided that the Minister for 
State with responsibility for the drugs strategy would chair this committee.

The Committee meets on a quarterly basis and is chaired by the Minister of State with re-
sponsibility for the National Drugs Strategy. 

The Committee has a cross-sector membership from the statutory, community and voluntary 
sector, as well as clinical and academic expertise. The strategy provides for membership at As-
sistant Secretary level. It was a matter for the Minister of State to determine the final member-
ship of the Committee.

The current membership of the National Oversight Committee is set out below
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Sector Body 
Statutory Department of Health 
Statutory Department of The Taoiseach 
Statutory Health Service Executive 
Statutory Health Research Board 
Statutory Department of Justice and Equality 
Statutory An Garda Síochána 
Statutory Irish Prison Service 
Statutory The Probation Service 
Statutory Revenue Commissioners  
Statutory Department of Children and Youth Affairs 
Statutory TUSLA 
Statutory Department of Education and Skills 
Statutory Department of Employment Affairs & Social Protection 
Statutory Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government 
Statutory Department of Rural and Community Development 
Statutory Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport 
Statutory Department of Finance 
Community Community Sector 
Community National Family Support Network 
Community Union for Improved Services Communication and Education 
Voluntary  Voluntary Drug Treatment Network 
Task Force Local Drug and Alcohol Task Force Coordinators Network 
Task Force Local Drug and Alcohol Task Force Chairs Network 
Task Force Regional Drug and Alcohol Task Force Chairs Network 
Task Force Regional Drug and Alcohol Task Force Coordinators Network 

Appointees of the Minister 

27/07/2021WRUUUUU01800Home Help Service

27/07/2021WRUUUUU019002430. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of different 
providers which are currently contracted to provide HSE home help; the number of service 
level agreements and providers for each CHO; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37790/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUU02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRUUUUU02100National Children’s Hospital

27/07/2021WRUUUUU022002431. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the costs to date of the con-
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struction and associated costs of the new national children’s hospital. [37796/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUU02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The approved budget for the new chil-
dren’s hospital capital (NCH) project is €1.433bn. The National Paediatric Hospital Develop-
ment Board (NPHDB) has undertaken a detailed assessment of the NCH project to determine 
the implications of any delay(s), and to determine the most effective pathway to ensure the 
timely completion of this critical project. Further, ongoing analysis is required by the NPHDB 
on forecasted costs and potential budget increases arising from delays.

As this project is now subject to a live contract, any considerations on costs outside of the 
approved budget are commercially sensitive and must remain confidential. Therefore, a defini-
tive update on costs cannot be provided as it would be inappropriate, would prejudice engage-
ment between the parties to  the contract, and could very likely negatively impact or jeopardise 
this critical project.

27/07/2021WRUUUUU02325National Children’s Hospital

27/07/2021WRUUUUU023502432. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the estimated total projected 
costs of the construction and associated costs of the new national children’s hospital. [37797/21]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The approved budget for the new chil-
dren’s hospital capital (NCH) project is €1.433bn. The National Paediatric Hospital Develop-
ment Board (NPHDB) has undertaken a detailed assessment of the NCH project to determine 
the implications of any delay(s), and to determine the most effective pathway to ensure the 
timely completion of this critical project. Further, ongoing analysis is required by the NPHDB 
on forecasted costs and potential budget increases arising from delays.

  As this project is now subject to a live contract, any considerations on costs outside of the 
approved budget are commercially sensitive and must remain confidential. Therefore, a defini-
tive update on costs cannot be provided as it would be inappropriate, would prejudice engage-
ment between the parties to  the contract, and could very likely negatively impact or jeopardise 
this critical project.

27/07/2021WRUUUUU02362Departmental Legal Cases

27/07/2021WRUUUUU023752433. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of legal cases 
brought against his Department in each of the past five years and to date in 2021; and if he will 
provide details on the nature of these cases. [37799/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUU02387Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The information requested by the Dep-
uty is not immediately available. I will survey the Department and the collated replies will be 
prepared into a full response to the Deputy as soon as possible.

27/07/2021WRUUUUU02400Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRUUUUU025002434. Deputy Danny Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take for crit-
ically ill patients to ensure that their treatment is not interrupted (details supplied). [29609/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUU02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Action Plan on Covid-19 
identified the continued provision of cancer care as a priority. 
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Performance at the end of 2020 is as follows:

- Attendances at Rapid Access Clinics in 2020 was at 88% of 2019 activity;

- Radiation Oncology in 2020 was at 93% of 2019 activity;

- Medical Oncology in 2020 was at 90% of 2019 activity; and

- Surgical Oncology (excluding private hospital activity) in 2020 was at 82% of 2019 activ-
ity.

While the ransomware attack in May this year has had an impact on cancer services, every 
effort is being made to maintain services at present, with a particular focus on urgent and time-
sensitive cases. 

Funding of €12m was allocated this year for the restoration of cancer services to 95% of 
2019 (pre-Covid) levels. In addition, as part of Budget 2021, an extra €20m was allocated for 
the continued implementation of the National Cancer Strategy. 

27/07/2021WRUUUUU02700Care Services

27/07/2021WRUUUUU028002435. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if he plans to establish a car-
er’s commission to address the issues being experienced by family carers; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [34168/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUU02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, my De-
partment is responsible for coordinating the cross-departmental National Carers’ Strategy and 
leading on the health aspects of the strategy. Within this context, there are a number of fora 
through which my Department regularly communicates and consults with key stakeholders, 
including groups representing the interests of family carers. Last September, the Minister for 
Older Persons and Mental Health held a carers round table to listen to the concerns raised by 
family carers, including their experience during the Covid-19 pandemic.  My Department also 
actively participates in the Annual Carers’ Forum organised by the Department of Employment 
Affairs and Social Protection.

The Programme for Government commits to an update of the National Carers Strategy 
which is a priority for my Department. My Department is committed to consulting widely with 
key stakeholders in the context of the planned update. 

27/07/2021WRUUUUU03000Eating Disorders

27/07/2021WRUUUUU031002436. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health the year-on-year figures for 
the past four years of those adolescents and adults presenting to the HSE with eating disorders; 
and the practical measures and supports being put in place to assist those presenting and their 
families. [28717/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUU03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Enhancement 
of specialist services for eating disorders, including improved access and shorter waiting lists, 
remains a key priority for me, Government as a whole and the HSE.

In response to the growth in cases presenting to mental health services, €5.7 million has 
been allocated for the Eating Disorders National Clinical Programme since 2016. The Eating 
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Disorders Model of Care was launched in 2018 and was developed in partnership with the 
College of Psychiatrists of Ireland and Bodywhys, the national support group for people with 
eating disorders.

€1.77 million has been invested to date in eating disorder specialist posts, with 21.8 WTEs 
now in place. In addition, I secured the balance of €3.94 million for 2021 and this will enable 
further investment in specialist posts throughout this year. More specifically, it will allow for 
the establishment of 3 new specialist eating disorder teams and the completion of the 3 exist-
ing specialist teams. Premises are already under development for the expansion of the adult 
community team at the Mount Carmel site, and is expected to be completed by the end 2021. 
Recruitment is progressing well for all teams.

The funding allocated to date has seen significant growth and improvement in our services. 
Despite the significant increase in referrals in 2020, there was a 43% increase in the number of 
eating disorder assessments completed, compared to 2019, with twice as many people starting 
treatment.

As of last year, there are 3 specialist eating disorder teams in place. This means that we can 
treat over 90% of people with eating disorders in the community, avoiding more serious inpa-
tient treatment.

Specialist outpatient treatment has been found to be the most effective and fastest way for 
most people with eating disorders to recover. Although there is good evidence that inpatient 
psychiatric care is not required for most people with eating disorders, it is recognised that a 
small number of people, mainly with restrictive eating disorders, require inpatient care for short 
periods, for structured refeeding and/or stabilisation.

There are currently 2 eating disorder specialist community teams based in CAMHS, one 
in CHO4 Cork and Kerry Regional Eating Disorder Service CAREDS (operational since May 
2019) and the other based in CHO7 Linn Dara Community Eating Disorder Service LDCEDS 
(operational since April 2018). Funding has been made available in 2021 to progress the recruit-
ment of an additional CAMHS based eating disorder specialist community team in Community 
Healthcare West (Galway, Mayo and Roscommon, CHO2).

In circumstances where in-patient care is required, child and adolescent care is provided in 
all of the 4 Regional CAMHS Units across the country. Linn Dara (8 beds) and Merlin Park 
(6 beds) have dedicated a number of specialist eating disorder beds, while the remaining 2 
CAMHS units accept relevant admissions of children with eating disorders. There is national 
coordination of child and adolescent admissions, with transfer arrangements in place as re-
quired by individual clinical need.

There are plans for an Eating Disorder Unit in the new National Children’s Hospital which 
will provide 8 additional beds. The HSE also funds individuals in private facilities. Decisions 
are made based on individual clinical need, as assessed by the local mental health team, and the 
prioritisation of available funding.

For adults, people who require in-patient care are admitted to local general adult approved 
centres and attend generic inpatient treatment programmes. CHO6 has 3 dedicated beds for eat-
ing disorders based in St. Vincent’s University Hospital. The number of adult beds will increase, 
in line with the National Clinical Programme, including an additional 3 beds in St. Vincent’s, 
5 beds in North Dublin, 5 beds in Galway and 5 beds in Cork. Timeframes for new beds will 
have to be established. These beds will be linked to eating disorder hubs. The funding available 
for 2021 will allow for the creation of 2 new adult eating disorder hubs in CHO4 and CHO9.
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Importantly, adults with eating disorders can also access treatment from local community 
mental health teams. There are currently 112 adult community mental health teams nationwide. 
Children and adolescents can similarly access treatment through the 72 CAMHS teams units 
nationwide.

The HSE provides funding annually to Bodywhys to run a helpline which is delivered by 
a team of trained volunteers. They also provide a range of services (support groups, online 
groups, email and family programmes) for adults and young people with eating disorders, and 
their families. The HSE also supports Bodywhys to run the PiLaR (Peer Led Resilience) Pro-
gramme, a 4-week online modular based programme for parents, friends and carers of a person 
with an eating disorder to build resilience and gain support in their role as a carer. Additionally, 
in March 2019 the HSE has launched the first Self Care App which provides valuable informa-
tion for those with or people caring for someone with an eating disorder.

People with eating disorders can additionally avail of our general mental health supports. 
The HSE provide a mental health text messaging support service, which is available 24 hours a 
day, 7 days each week to connect people with trained volunteers. Online counselling and sup-
ports are provided by Turn2Me, MyMind and other organisations. There are phone, text and 
email supports available through existing providers such as the Samaritans, Aware, Pieta and 
others. Furthermore, Jigsaw provides a variety of online, phone and text supports specifically to 
young people aged 12 to 25 years old.

If an individual is concerned about themselves or someone known to them, they should be 
directed to their GP in the first instance for primary care screening assessment and examination. 
Their GP may then make recommendations which may include, if clinically indicated, referral 
to the secondary care mental health services for full eating disorder assessment.

With respect to your question regarding the year-on-year figures for the past four years of 
those adolescents and adults presenting to the HSE with eating disorders, as it relates to an 
operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are advised 
that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions 
due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. 
The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and 
resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again 
in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary 
Questions at that point.

With the right support and intervention, people can and do recover from eating disorders. 
The Government and the Department, along with the HSE and its partners, are committed to 
providing and expanding high-quality treatment and support for all those affected by eating 
disorders.

27/07/2021WRUUUUU03300Health Services

27/07/2021WRUUUUU034002437. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health the numbers of cancers diag-
nosed in lung and prostate cancer rapid access clinics and symptomatic breast disease clinics 
from 1 January to 31 December 2020 compared to the same period in 2019, by hospital; the 
number of persons triaged as urgent and non-urgent that are currently waiting to be seen in lung 
and prostate cancer rapid access clinics and symptomatic breast disease clinics; and the length 
of time they have been waiting. [28718/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUU03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Action Plan on Covid-19 
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identified the continued provision of cancer care as a priority. Cancer services continue to oper-
ate in line with guidance issued by the HSE’s National Cancer Control Programme (NCCP). 
However, the number of people coming forward to their GPs, being referred to Cancer Rapid 
Access Clinics and attending these clinics decreased significantly in mid-March to May 2020 
largely due to the fears in regard to Covid-19, and the reaction of people to restrictions in place 
at that time. These figures improved significantly in the latter half of 2020.

In 2020, diagnoses at Rapid Access Clinics (RACs) for patients with suspected Breast, Lung 
and Prostate cancer were at 93.7% of the comparable period in 2019. This is broken down 
across each clinic as follows:

Cancers Diagnosed Breast Lung Prostate All Clinics
2020 2,957 1,527 1,390 5,874 
2019 2,915 1,600 1,754 6,269 
2020 as % of 2019 101.4% 95.4% 79.2% 93.7%

For the period January - April 2021 there were 16,960 attendances across all clinics. This 
compares to 16,825 attendances in the same period in 2019. The adherence to time to treatment   
KPI’s for each of the clinics for January to April 2021 are as follows:

Urgent Symptomatic Breast Disease Clinics

Hospital KPI Jan-21 Feb-21 Mar-21 Apr-21

National 95% within 10 days 68.2% 77.9% 70.5% 59.1%

St. James’s 95% within 10 days 51.9% 97.5% 60.9% 35.5%

Mater 95% within 10 days 46.7% 27.0% 23.4% 19.2%

SVUH 95% within 10 days 99.0% 99.0% 99.2% 99.6%

Beaumont 95% within 10 days 100.0% 99.1% 99.6% 100.0%

Galway 95% within 10 days 60.1% 49.5% 31.5% 30.6%

Letterkenny 95% within 10 days 98.5% 100.0% 96.4% 100.0%

Cork 95% within 10 days 28.4% 88.6% 91.7% 17.9%

Waterford 95% within 10 days 86.4% 99.1% 96.3% 97.6%

Limerick 95% within 10 days 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Non-Urgent Symptomatic Breast Disease Clinics

Hospital KPI Jan-21 Feb-21 Mar-21 Apr-21

National 95% within 12 weeks 57.8% 52.1% 40.6% 37.6%

St. James’s 95% within 12 weeks 33.2% 26.9% 40.4% 53.1%

Mater 95% within 12 weeks 63.6% 75.2% 66.9% 82.9%

SVUH 95% within 12 weeks 54.9% 48.0% 27.7% 11.6%

Beaumont 95% within 12 weeks 89.0% 93.8% 95.0% 97.5%

Galway 95% within 12 weeks 60.0% 11.5% 9.4% 5.4%

Letterkenny 95% within 12 weeks 94.5% 64.3% 56.5% 34.1%

Cork 95% within 12 weeks 97.0% 22.3% 13.1% 10.6%

Waterford 95% within 12 weeks 86.4% 99.1% 63.9% 27.7%

Limerick 95% within 12 weeks 38.5% 100.0% 6.5% 8.3%

Lung Rapid Access Clinics

Hospital KPI Jan-21 Feb-21 Mar-21 Apr-21
National 95% with 10 days 87.3% 95.1% 93.1% 94.1%
St. James’s 95% with 10 days 100.0% 100.0% 94.6% 98.3%
Mater 95% with 10 days 92.6% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
SVUH 95% with 10 days 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Beaumont 95% with 10 days 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
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Hospital KPI Jan-21 Feb-21 Mar-21 Apr-21
Galway 95% with 10 days 90.0% 94.6% 98.6% 100.0%
Cork 95% with 10 days 90.0% 77.8% 96.0% 88.5%
Waterford 95% with 10 days 90.9% 90.9% 75.9% 100.0%
Limerick 95% with 10 days 66.2% 90.4% 80.0% 73.1%

Prostate Rapid Access Clinics

Hospital KPI Jan-21 Feb-21 Mar-21 Apr-21

National 90% within 20 days 53.5% 54.5% 58.2% 64.0%

St. James’s 90% within 20 days 36.8% 70.3% 90.6% 100.0%

Mater 90% within 20 days 83.3% 94.1% 100.0% 100.0%

SVUH 90% within 20 days 93.8% 93.5% 100.0% 100.0%

Beaumont 90% within 20 days 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Galway 90% within 20 days 8.2% 33.3% 22.0% 10.0%

Cork 90% within 20 days 100.0% 28.6% 30.4% 26.7%

Waterford 90% within 20 days 20.0% 15.9% 32.7% 64.4%

Limerick 90% within 20 days 54.8% 63.6% 51.7% 65.6%

While the recent ransomware attack has had an impact on cancer services, every effort is 
being made to maintain services at present, with a particular focus on urgent and time-sensitive 
cases. 

While capacity across our cancer services has been reduced due to the increased need for 
physical distancing and infection control measures, funding of €12m has been allocated in 2021 
for the restoration of cancer services in the context of Covid-19.  This will support diagnostic 
services, virtual clinics & triage, organisation of treatment services, minor capital works and 
psycho-social supports. 

In addition, as part of Budget 2021, an extra €20m has been allocated for the continued 
implementation of the National Cancer Strategy this year. This funding is being used to facili-
tate developments across prevention, diagnosis, treatment and patient supports.

27/07/2021WRUUUUU03600Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRUUUUU037002438. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Health if he will outline the strategy for 
vaccine production to combat emerging Covid-19 variants and future pandemics. [16821/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUU03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland continues to participate in the 
EU procurement process operated by the European Commission to secure safe and effective 
COVID-19 vaccines. 

The vaccine procurement strategy has sought to purchase a range of available vaccines to 
ensure a diversified vaccine portfolio and sufficient quantities to commence and rollout an un-
precedented immunisation programme. 

Ireland has recently entered into Purchase Agreements with vaccine manufacturers Pfizer/
BioNTech and Moderna. Both agreements contain provisions to allow for the adaptation of the 
current vaccine to combat emerging variants of concern.

27/07/2021WRUUUUU03900Cybersecurity Policy

27/07/2021WRUUUUU040002439. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Health the status of the recovery 
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plan for HSE services and patients impacted by the cybersecurity incident; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28585/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUU04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On 23 March 2021 the HSE published 
the “Safe Return to Health Services ” Plan. This Plan provided an operational framework for 
the safe return to services in a COVID environment at a local level. It included an overview of 
the services to be resumed, the target for their safe return and some detail on the conditions and 
challenges that have to be met. It is important to emphasise that every phase was  informed by 
clinical guidance and putting patient safety first.

Following an analysis of need, capacity and patient safety, and taking into account scenario 
models, the Plan outlined a  phased approach for the proposed restoration of services across 
Community Services, Acute Operations, Cancer Services and Screening Services.          

While much progress has been made on the Plan, health care services have also been im-
pacted by the cyber-attack. The HSE has been working since 14  May last to recover the effects 
of the cyber attack on its systems. The attack had the impact of removing access to most patient 
and care systems as well as the central business systems of the HSE. Over the last weeks many 
of these systems have been recovered and services have recommenced. There was a priority fo-
cus on key systems in the hospital and community areas with a view to resuming vital services. 
Some of the key areas recovered included, radiotherapy, laboratory, imaging, pharmacy, mental 
health systems, email and patient administration systems.

At present most systems are operational and services are returning to normal activity. There 
is a challenge in back entering data and indeed loss of records at a time when the HSE was 
working mostly on paper based processes

As this Parliamentary Question also relates to operational issues, it is a matter for the HSE 
to reply. However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to 
access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which 
has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, 
and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of 
the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to 
PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRUUUUU04200Cybersecurity Policy

27/07/2021WRUUUUU043002440. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Health the status of the full extent 
of the cyber security incident; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28586/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUU044003343. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health the service framework, gov-
ernance framework and technical framework in place prior to the HSE ransomware attack as 
recommended by the HSE Chief Information Officer. [41406/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUU045003344. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health the service framework, gover-
nance framework and technical framework now in place since the ransomware attack on the 
HSE. [41407/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUU04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2440, 
3343 and 3344 together.

The Health Service Executive (HSE) reported to the Joint Committee on Health on 23 June 
2021 with an update on the extent and response to the cyberattack which can be found on the 
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Oireachtas website at the following link: 

data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debateRecord/joint_committee_on_health/2021-06-23/de-
bate/mul@/main.pdf

The cyberattack had the impact of removing access to most patient and care systems as well 
as the central business systems of the HSE. I have been advised that over the last weeks many 
of these systems have been recovered and services have recommenced. Some of the key areas 
recovered included, radiotherapy, laboratory, imaging, pharmacy, mental health systems, email 
and patient administration systems.  

The HSE has deployed additional expertise, resources and technology to provide enhanced 
monitoring of systems and networks.  This is considered an interim measure as they procure 
a permanent Security Operations Centre to provide security and threat incidence monitoring.  
With the support of the Department of Health, it will continue to invest strategically in technical 
infrastructure, cyber defences and the resources necessary to protect the systems and data that 
are vital to the safe operation of the health system.

The Department of Health became aware of some irregular activity on its network on the 
afternoon of Thursday 13 May 2021, and immediately notified the National Cyber Security 
Centre (NCSC) and implemented further security measures. The attack was contained and pre-
vented from executing across the ICT infrastructure.  All ICT systems were immediately shut 
down as a precautionary measure.

Improved security measures have already been put in place within the Department of Health 
ICT systems. A complete security review of the ICT infrastructure is currently being finalised 
and specialised software has been installed to mitigate against malicious software, and to pro-
vide early warning notifications of same. The system is fully monitored, providing for a rapid 
response to any notified incidents.

The Department of Health and the HSE continue to liaise closely with the National Cyber 
Security Centre and other strategic stakeholders to ensure that best practice is followed as it 
relates to all aspects of cyber security.

27/07/2021WRUUUUU04700Disability Services

27/07/2021WRUUUUU048002441. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the ways in which disabled 
persons are consulted relating to budgetary decisions affecting them; the ways in which his 
Department respects the nothing about us without us ethos; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28226/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUU04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): There is con-
tinuous engagement by my Department with disability representatives on policy matters. The 
Department of Health’s Disability Consultative Committee meets generally three to four times 
a year. The Health Service Executive holds regular meetings with disability representatives 
through its Disability Consultative Forum, now renamed the National Consultative Committee, 
whose membership is being broadened to include service providers, family representatives, and 
the voice of people with disabilities. These meetings are an opportunity to hear from disability 
representatives on their priorities for services.

These fora are an integral part of a wider consultative process with disability stakeholders 
which oversees and monitors the implementation of the National Disability Inclusion Strategy, 
including the Department of Health’s commitments under that strategy. Under my chairman-
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ship, the National Disability Inclusion Strategy Steering Committee, comprising disability rep-
resentatives from the Disability Stakeholder group and departmental officials meets around 
three times a year. The National Disability Inclusion Strategy in turn was developed following 
three separate phases of consultation with disability stakeholders.

Under the auspices of the Department of Social Protection, almost 2,500 people, responded 
to a recent survey which explored among other factors, the health-funded services they were 
receiving, and the adequacy of those services to meet their needs. The survey participants com-
prised a random sample of those on disability payments, and other participants contacted via 
disability organisations. The Department of Health will be closely studying the findings to 
inform budgetary deliberations.

The Government welcomes the widespread engagement of disability representative organi-
sations in ongoing discussion of policy and resource matters through channels including those 
listed above, which ensure the voice of people with disabilities is heard in matters affecting 
them.

While the input of people with disabilities is an important strand of all policy preparations, 
under the Constitution, it is Dáil Éireann which decides on budgetary allocations recommended 
by the Government, through adopting the Estimates.

27/07/2021WRUUUUU05000Hospital Waiting Lists

27/07/2021WRUUUUU051002442. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Health the efforts he has taken 
to date to address the long waiting list for children with scoliosis seeking surgery; the impact 
Covid-19 has had on waiting lists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28190/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUU05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I sincerely regret that children can ex-
perience a long waiting time for hospital appointments and treatment, and I remain conscious 
of the burden that this places on them and their families.

It is recognised that progress that was being made in waiting times for hospital appoint-
ments, procedures, and services, has been impacted since March 2020 as a direct result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and more recently by the cyber-attack on the HSE on 14 May. This attack 
has impacted all acute hospitals and their services.

Children’s Health Ireland (CHI) has advised my Department that their systems have been 
significantly impacted by the attack and they are currently running a press and communication 
campaign to advise patients of the service disruption. Up to date information on current services 
is also provided on the Children’s Health Ireland website. 

Children’s Health Ireland (CHI) continue to work with the HSE and National Treatment 
Purchase Fund to identify and support solutions to improve access to care, particularly in the 
context of the Covid-19 pandemic and the recent cyber-attack.

Despite the challenges resulting from the Covid-19 pandemic last year, by 31 December 
2020 Children’s Health Ireland had carried out 322 scoliosis procedures, 163 of which were 
spinal fusions, and 159 other spinal procedures. Overall, scoliosis activity figures for 2020 were 
16% lower than in the previous year, despite significant social distancing measures and Infec-
tion Prevention and Control requirements.

As a result of the cyber-attack, the most recent data available on scoliosis is from the 7th 
May 2021, when Children’s Health Ireland had carried out 73 Spinal Fusions, and 74 other spi-
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nal procedures, an overall increase of 44 procedures on the same period last year.

Children’s Health Ireland has advised that as of 7 May 2021, there were 118 patients on the 
spinal fusion waiting list (excluding suspensions), an increase of 10 patients compared to the 
end of May 2020. There were 72 patients on the waiting list for other spinal procedures (exclud-
ing suspensions), which is a decrease of 5 patients compared to the end of May 2020. These 
figures should be interpreted in the context of the curtailment of services in 2020 in line with 
social distancing measures and Infection Prevention and Control requirements

An additional €240 million has been provided in Budget 2021 for access to care, €210m of 
which has been allocated to the HSE and a further €30m to the NTPF. This is to be used to fund 
additional capacity to address the shortfall arising as a result of infection control measures taken 
in the context of COVID-19, as well as addressing backlogs in waiting lists.

My Department, the HSE and the NTPF are currently in the process of finalising a Multian-
nual Waiting List plan to address waiting lists and bring them in line with Sláintecare targets 
over the coming years.

27/07/2021WRUUUUU05300Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRUUUUU054002443. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Health the efforts he has taken to 
provide an alternative vaccination centre in Arklow for persons in south County Wicklow after 
the centre was discontinued; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28191/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUU05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the 
HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRUUUUU05600Regulatory Bodies

27/07/2021WRUUUUU057002444. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the current processing times 
for applications for registration with CORU by physiotherapists; if any delays are being expe-
rienced; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37844/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUU05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): CORU has provided a breakdown of the 
average processing times for applications for registration from physiotherapists received from 
2016 to date.  

Year Average Days Processing Period from Application   Commence-
ment to Registration: Physiotherapy*   

2016 461 

2017 130 

2018 129 

2019 70 

2020 75 

2021 60 

As is apparent from this data, the period required to process such applications has improved 
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in 2021. CORU has also informed the Department that the registration time from submission 
of completed application form is typically shorter than that presented in the data because the 
current system cannot ascertain when a completed application was submitted, only when the 
process started online. Significant outliers in which an applicant has not provided information 
for a significant period of time negatively skew the dataset. 

This data reflects standard applications and does not include a number of outstanding grand-
parenting applications as the grandparenting period is now closed. CORU is currently priori-
tising these complex applications, the majority of which are incomplete and need to provide 
further documentation before they can be registered.

I met with the Chairperson and CEO of CORU earlier this year and raised the issue of time-
frames for recognition of qualifications and registration. Following our discussion, a variety of 
measures have been initiated by CORU aimed at further reducing timeframes. 

27/07/2021WRUUUUU05900Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRUUUUU060002445. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health the number of children with spe-
cial needs living in south-western areas of Dublin; the number of therapists working in the area 
to provide essential services for these children; his plans to ensure that these services which are 
crucial for the families of these children will resume to pre-Covid-19 levels; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37861/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUU06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2446 answered with Question No. 1425.

27/07/2021WRVVVVV00300General Practitioner Services

27/07/2021WRVVVVV004002447. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the up to date position in rela-
tion to efforts to secure a new general practitioner for Ballyduff, County Kerry; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [37863/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVV00500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Where a vacancy arises in a practice 
with a GMS contract, the HSE becomes actively involved in the selection process to find a re-
placement GP. The HSE have advised that work is currently underway to secure a replacement 
GP for the expected vacancy in Ballyduff, County Kerry.

In June 2021, Cork Kerry Community Healthcare was notified that the GMS post in Bally-
duff would become vacant in September.  A recruitment campaign was approved promptly and 
in early July, this prospective vacancy was advertised in the appropriate national and interna-
tional newspapers and medical journals. The closing date for applications for the position was 
Thursday 22nd July. The HSE are now working to secure continuity of the service to GMS pa-
tients in the interim period between September and the conclusion of the recruitment campaign.
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27/07/2021WRVVVVV00600Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRVVVVV007002448. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Health if ten-pin bowling centres will 
be treated in the same manner as cinemas with regard to Covid-19 restrictions and permitted to 
reopen with social distancing guidelines put in place rather than applying the same restrictions 
which apply to pubs and restaurants; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [37864/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVV008002464. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health when tenpin bowl-
ing centres will be allowed to reopen; and the reason they did not reopen at the same time as 
cinemas. [37888/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVV009002861. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Health when a business (details supplied) 
will be allowed to reopen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39279/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVV010002941. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health the rationale behind a particular 
type of amenity not being allowed to reopen at the current time (details supplied); when such 
amenities will be able to reopen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39679/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVV01100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2448, 
2464, 2861 and 2941 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, on 29 June, Government announced the next phase of reopen-
ing the economy and society in line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status. 

Disease incidence has increased rapidly in recent weeks, especially among those who are 
not yet fully protected through vaccination and the outlook for the coming weeks is very un-
certain. 

Unfortunately, due to current uncertainties there is not yet an indication of when bowling 
alleys may reopen. The epidemiological situation will be monitored on an ongoing basis and the 
level of restrictions will be kept under review by Government.

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines.

27/07/2021WRVVVVV01105Hospital Services

27/07/2021WRVVVVV011092449. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the estimated annual per unit 
cost of permanently adding additional ICU beds to the public health system; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [37865/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVV011182452. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of additional ICU 
beds which have been provided since March 2020; the location of same; if these will be per-
manently retained or if a portion is temporary; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[37868/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVV01127Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2449 
and 2452 together.

At the start of last year, permanent adult critical care capacity in Ireland stood at 255 beds, 
according to the National Office of Clinical Audit.  Funding for a further 40 adult critical care 
beds was provided on a temporary basis in March 2020 as part of the response to Covid-19 in 
March 2020.

A Strategic Plan for Critical Care was noted by Government in December 2020. This Plan 
aims to increase capacity to 321 by end-2021 and to 446 in the longer term. Funding of €52m 
provided for 2021 will see the 40 beds provided in 2020 retained permanently and a further 26 
added, to bring permanent baseline capacity to 321 by the end of 2021. The HSE has advised 
that 42 of these 66 beds are now in place, with the number open on any particular day fluctuat-
ing as a result of a variety of factors. Details in relation to the number of beds which are now 
open permanently are set out in the table below.

Regarding the estimated annual per unit cost of permanently adding additional ICU beds to 
the public health system, the cost of a critical care bed has several determining factors. The HSE 
has advised that a new critical care bed will typically cost between €1m and €1.5m, depending 
on a variety of factors, including design, construction, equipping and all other associated capi-
tal costs. The HSE has advised that the average annual cost of running a critical care bed has 
been estimated by the HPO, based on 2018 data, to be €747k per annum. However, it should be 
noted that this figure includes costs for both ICU and HDU beds, with the ICU beds the more 
expensive of the two.  

Hospital Additional beds put in place since March 2020 Beds to be opened by year end

Mater Misericordiae Hospital 3 8 (new build capacity) 

St. Vincent’s University Hospital 2 3 

St. James’s Hospital 5 - 

Tallaght University Hospital - 12 (new build capacity) 

MRH Tullamore 2 - 

Beaumont Hospital 2 - 

Cavan General Hospital 1 - 

Connolly Hospital 2 - 

Galway University Hospitals 6 - 

Letterkenny University Hospital 1 - 

Sligo University Hospital 1 - 

Cork University Hospital 2 1 

Mercy University Hospital 1 - 

South Tipperary General Hospital 1 - 

University Hospital Kerry 1 - 

University Hospital Waterford 2 - 

University Hospital Limerick 10 (including six in new build capacity) - 

Total 42 24

27/07/2021WRVVVVV01200Health Services

27/07/2021WRVVVVV013002450. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the projected expenditure on 
palliative care in 2022; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37866/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVV01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): A total of €117m has been allocated in 
the HSE’s National Service Plan 2021 for palliative care services, which represents an increase 
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of 15.2% on the 2020 palliative care budget.   The increased level of funding in 2021 demon-
strates the Government’s commitment to improving access to palliative care and end of life care 
services for people with life limiting conditions and their families. 

The increased level of funding includes €7.7m for the voluntary hospice sector to address 
financial sustainability challenges.  This means that the Government has increased the alloca-
tion for the voluntary hospice sector by €10.68m over 2020 and 2021 in recognition of the 
contribution of the sector to delivering high quality, accessible, palliative and end of life care. 

The increased allocation also includes an additional €4m to meet the full year cost of provid-
ing an additional 55 hospice beds in locations in Mayo, Wicklow, Kildare and Waterford. The 
additional specialist in-patient  beds have opened in all locations except Waterford,  where the 
20 remaining beds are expected to come on stream in September 2021. This will bring the total 
number of in-patient specialist palliative care beds countrywide to 268 by the end of this year. 

As well as this, €2m has been allocated  in 2021 to expand children’s palliative care services 
across the country.

In relation to projected expenditure on palliative care in 2022, as the Deputy will appreciate, 
I cannot comment at this stage on the outcome of the estimates process, or matters which will 
be the subject of national service planning in 2022.

27/07/2021WRVVVVV01500Home Care Packages

27/07/2021WRVVVVV016002451. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost to clear all 
home care waiting lists; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37867/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVV01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

  Question No. 2452 answered with Question No. 2449.

27/07/2021WRVVVVV01800Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRVVVVV019002453. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health if he will clarify the 
restrictions on travel from 19 July 2021; and whether from 19 July2021 travellers can arrive 
into Ireland with the Digital Covid-19 Certificate without requiring a PCR test.  [37874/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVV02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): S.I. 135 of 2021 provides for the testing 
and quarantine travel measures for arrivals to Ireland from overseas based on their country of 
departure and whether they hold accepted evidence of vaccination, recovery or a negative RT-
PCR test result.

The Digital COVID Certificates are issued in EU Member States as proof of a medical event 
which has taken place in that Member State, including proof of vaccination and recovery as 
well as of a COVID-19 test result. 
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Travellers to Ireland from overseas may show a Digital COVID Certificate based on vacci-
nation or recovery upon entry to Ireland in place of a negative RT-PCR test result. Only arrivals 
from designated states are required to present both proof of vaccination or recovery and a nega-
tive PCR test result upon arrival to Ireland. 

27/07/2021WRVVVVV02100Mortality Rates

27/07/2021WRVVVVV022002454. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the publication date of the past 
five National Drug Related Deaths Index in tabular form. [37875/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVV02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The National 
Drug Related Deaths Index (NDRDI) is a system for recording drug-related deaths and deaths 
among drug users to enable the State and its agencies to respond in a timely manner, and with 
accurate data. Deaths due drug and alcohol overdose are a tragic loss of life and cause a huge 
amount of grief and devastation for families.

The NDRDI is funded by the Department of Health and the Department of Justice and 
Equality and managed by the Health Research Board (HRB). The HRB collect data from closed 
coronial files relating to all deaths where a history of drug use and/or alcohol dependency was 
recorded, and/or where drugs including alcohol were implicated in the death.

The data collected includes administrative details, demographic details, socio-economic in-
formation, problem drug use, risk behaviours, drug treatment history, details about the death 
itself, and medical diagnosis.

The five most recent NDRDI bulletins and their publication dates are set out below.

bulletin publication
NDRDI: 2005-2017 2019
NDRDI: 2004-2016 2019
NDRDI: 2003-2015 2017
NDRDI: 2002-2014 2016
NDRDI: 2001-2013 2015
Unfortunately, the collection of data on drug and alcohol-related deaths for the NDRDI has 

been delayed due to the Covid-19 public health restrictions. 

27/07/2021WRVVVVV02400Health Services

27/07/2021WRVVVVV025002455. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
with disabilities in receipt of home support hours in each LHO area as of 1 July 2021 or latest 
date available; the number of persons currently on the waiting list for same in each LHO area; 
and the number waiting zero to three, three to six, six to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular 
form.  [37877/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVV02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
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advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRVVVVV02605Disability Services

27/07/2021WRVVVVV026092456. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the number of residential 
places for persons with disabilities currently being provided as of 1 July 2021 or the latest date 
available by CHO area in tabular form.  [37878/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVV026182457. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the number of new emer-
gency places provided to persons with a disability as of 1 July 2021, by local health office area 
in tabular form. [37879/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVV02627Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2456 
an 2457 together.

As the Deputy may be aware, an additional €100 million was provided in the 2021 Budget 
for new disability developments, reflecting the strength of the Government’s commitment in 
this area.

This investment includes provision for increasing capacity within residential services in a 
planned way, continuing to respond to the need for crisis residential placements and bringing 
more intensive support packages on stream this year. 

The HSE is currently supporting in the region of 8,115 residential places for people with a 
disability with a full-year target of 8,130 for 2021. A tabular breakdown by CHO is provided in 
Table A below.

Furthermore,  the HSE’s National Service Plan 2021 provides for a total of 102 additional 
residential places for people with a disability,  including 44 emergency residential placements.  
As of the end of April 2021, 27 of those placements have been provided, with a breakdown by 
CHO provided in tabular form below in Table B. 

As the Deputy will be aware, the HSE infrastructure was recently subject to a serious cyber-
attack which has impacted email and other communication systems. This has resulted in delays 
in performance data gathering, and as a result the most up-to-date information available relates 
to the end of April 2021.

Table A

No. of residential places for people with a 
disability (including new planned places) to 
end of April 2021.
National Total 8,115 
CHO1 707 
CHO2 849 
CHO3 820 
CHO4 1,072 
CHO5 906 
CHO6 555 
CHO7 1,108 
CHO8 888 
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No. of residential places for people with a 
disability (including new planned places) to 
end of April 2021.
CHO9 1,210 
 Table B

No. of new emergency residential place-
ments provided to end of April 2021.
National Total 27 
CHO1 2 
CHO2 0 
CHO3 4 
CHO4 2 
CHO5 4 
CHO6 2 
CHO7 5 
CHO8 7 
CHO9 1 
Question No. 2457 answered with Question No. 2456.

27/07/2021WRVVVVV02700Disabilities Assessments

27/07/2021WRVVVVV028002458. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the number of children as 
of 1 July 2021 or latest date available that were awaiting a first assessment from the HSE under 
the Disability Act 2005 by each local health office. [37880/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVV02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The assessment 
of need process consists of two stages, the first stage is a review of  the referral to the assess-
ment of need process by an assessment officer which is an administrative exercise. The child is 
then referred to stage 2, if appropriate, which is for clinical assessment.

Due to the recent cyber-attack the latest information available from the HSE is that 1,110 
applications were due to commence stage 2 of the Assessment of Need process at 31st March 
2021.   

27/07/2021WRVVVVV03000Health Services

27/07/2021WRVVVVV031002459. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on 
the physiotherapy waiting list in each local health area as of 1 July 2021 or latest date available; 
the number waiting less than four, four to 12 and more than 12 months; and the number waiting 
aged 0 to 4, 5 to 17, 18 to 64 and more than 65 years of age for each category in tabular form.  
[37881/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVV03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
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IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRVVVVV03300Health Services

27/07/2021WRVVVVV034002460. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
on the speech and language therapy assessment waiting list by each local health area as of 1 
July 2021 or latest date available; the number waiting less than four, four to 12 and more than 
12 months; and the number waiting aged 0 to 17 years and those aged 18 and above for each 
category in tabular form.  [37882/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVV03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRVVVVV03600Health Services

27/07/2021WRVVVVV037002461. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on 
the speech and language therapy initial treatment waiting list for each local health area as of 1 
July 2021 or latest date available; the number waiting less than four, four to 12 and more than 
12 months; and the number waiting aged 0 to 17 years and those aged 18 and above in each 
category in tabular form.  [37883/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVV03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRVVVVV03900Health Services

27/07/2021WRVVVVV040002462. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on 
the speech and language therapy further treatment waiting list for each local health area as of 1 
July 2021 or latest date available; the number waiting less than four months, four to 12 months 
and more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged up to 17 years and those aged 18 years 
and above in each category in tabular form.  [37884/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVV04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
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Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRVVVVV04200Health Services

27/07/2021WRVVVVV043002463. Deputy Michael Moynihan asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on 
the occupational therapy first time assessment waiting list for each local health area as of 1 July 
2021 or latest date available; the number waiting less than four months, four to 12 months and 
more than 12 months; and the number waiting aged up to four, five to 17, 18 to 64 and more 
than 65 years of age in each category in tabular form.  [37885/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVV04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2464 answered with Question No. 2448.

27/07/2021WRVVVVV04600Health Services

27/07/2021WRVVVVV047002465. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for a podiatry appointment in primary care as of 1 July 2021 or the latest date 
available; the number waiting 0 to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks, respectively.  
[37898/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVV04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRVVVVV04900Health Services

27/07/2021WRVVVVV050002466. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for an ophthalmology appointment in primary care as of 1 July 2021 or the 
latest date available; the number waiting 0 to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks, 
respectively.
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  [37899/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVV05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRVVVVV05200Health Services

27/07/2021WRVVVVV053002467. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for an audiology appointment in primary care as of 1 July 2021 or the latest 
date available; the number waiting 0 to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks, respec-
tively.  [37900/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVV05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRVVVVV05500Health Services

27/07/2021WRVVVVV056002468. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
local health office, LHO, area waiting for a dietetics appointment in primary care as of 1 July 
2021 or the latest date available; the number waiting 0 to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 
52 weeks, respectively.  [37901/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVV05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRWWWWW00200Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRWWWWW003002469. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
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LHO area waiting for a psychology appointment in primary care as of 1 July 2021 or the latest 
date available; the number waiting 0 to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks, respec-
tively. [37902/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRWWWWW00500Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRWWWWW006002470. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for a counselling appointment in primary care as of 1 July 2021 or the latest 
date available; and the number waiting zero to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 52 and more than 52 weeks, 
respectively. [37903/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRWWWWW00800Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRWWWWW009002471. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons in each 
LHO area waiting for a child and adolescent mental health services appointment in primary care 
as of 1 July 2021 or the latest date available; and the number waiting zero to 12, 12 to 26, 26 to 
52 and more than 52 weeks, respectively. [37904/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRWWWWW01100Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRWWWWW012002472. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of children admitted 
to adult mental health units to date in 2021. [37905/21]
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27/07/2021WRWWWWW01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRWWWWW01400Home Help Service

27/07/2021WRWWWWW015002473. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of home support 
hours currently being provided in each LHO area as of 1 July 2021 or the latest date available; 
the way this compares to target in each LHO for the same time period; the number of persons 
currently on the waiting list for home support hours in each LHO area; and the number waiting 
0 to three, three to six, six to 12 and more than 12 months plus, respectively. [37906/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRWWWWW01700Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRWWWWW018002474. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons awaiting 
placement under the fair deal scheme as of 1 July 2021 or the latest date available; the average 
waiting time; the number of persons currently awaiting placement under the scheme; and the 
length of time waiting in tabular form. [37907/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRWWWWW02000Health Services

27/07/2021WRWWWWW021002475. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of public patients that 
have been removed from outpatient lists in 2021 as a result of a validation exercise and not as 
a result of having an appointment with a consultant for each public and voluntary hospital in 
tabular form. [37908/21]
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27/07/2021WRWWWWW02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Periodic validation forms an essential 
part of best practice in relation to the management of hospital waiting lists.

Validation is a process whereby hospital administration contacts patients on waiting lists at 
pre-planned intervals to ensure that patients are ready, willing, suitable and available to attend 
a hospital appointment or if they wish to be removed.

For a number of years validation was conducted at individual hospital level in Ireland but 
in 2018, the Minister for Health approved the establishment of the National Centralised Valida-
tion Unit (NCVU) within the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF). The establishment of 
a centralised function has facilitated the introduction of a standardised approach to validation 
of waiting lists across all hospitals and across Inpatient Day Case and Outpatient  waiting lists. 

The NCVU has advised that the validation programme was impacted due to the ongoing IT 
issues triggered by the recent HSE cyber- attack. The NCVU is working closely with all hos-
pitals to resume and/or continue with the validation process as systems are restored across the 
acute hospital sites.

In relation to the data requested by the Deputy, the NCVU provided the attached document 
which outlines outpatient validation removal figures by hospital from 1st January to 9 July 
2021.

Name of Hospital & Group: No. of patients removed due to validation exercise from 
01/01/2021 - 09/07/2021

IEHG

Mater Misericordiae Hospital

St Vincent’s Hospital

Midland Regional Hospital Mullingar 74

St Luke’s General Hospital Kilkenny 99

Wexford General Hospital

Our Lady’s Hospital Navan 418

St Columcille’s Hospital 456

St Michael’s Hospital 342

Cappagh Orthopaedic Hospital 121

Royal Victoria Eye & Ear Hospital 719

Total: 2229

RCSI

Beaumont Hospital 0

Connolly Hospital 0

Our Lady’s of Lourdes Drogheda 0

Louth County Hospital 0

Cavan & Monaghan Hospitals 0

The Rotunda Maternity Hospital 53

Total: 53

DMHG

St James Hospital 1377

Tallaght Hospital (AMNCH) 2067

Midland Regional Tullamore Hospital 1409

Naas General Hospital 643

Midland Regional Portlaoise Hospital 761

Total: 6257

ULHG

University Hospital Limerick 2703

Mid-Western Regional Hospital, Ennis 151

Nenagh Hospital 110
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Name of Hospital & Group: No. of patients removed due to validation exercise from 
01/01/2021 - 09/07/2021

Croom Hospital 433

St John’s Hospital 88

Total: 3485

SSWHG

Cork University Hospital 1469

University Hospital Waterford 1212

University Hospital Kerry 889

Mercy University Hospital 316

South Tipperary General Hospital 0

South Infirmary Victoria Hospital 813

Bantry General Hospital 45

Mallow General Hospital 0

Total: 4744

Saolta Hospital Group

University Hospital Galway 3919

Sligo University Hospital 1229

Letterkenny University Hospital/ 705

Mayo University Hospital 44

Portiuncula Hospital 404

Roscommon University Hospital 663

Total: 6964

Children’s Hospital Group

Crumlin Children’s Hospital 247

Temple Street Children’s Hospital 439

Tallaght Children’s Hospital 462

Total: 1148

Grand Total: 24880

27/07/2021WRWWWWW02300Medical Cards

27/07/2021WRWWWWW024002476. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of medical cards as 
of 1 July 2021; the number of general practitioner cards on the same date; and the number for 
each type of card issued on a discretionary basis on that date. [37909/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As of 1st July 2021, the HSE Primary 
Care Reimbursement Service provisionally reported that there were 1,572,147 medical cards, 
of which 172,765 were provided on a discretionary basis and 525,135 GP Visit Cards, of which 
35,159 were provided on a discretionary basis.

However it should be noted that due to the impact of the recent cyber-attack, eligibility data 
for this period may be subject to change once HSE systems are fully restored and the relevant 
data is reconciled. 

27/07/2021WRWWWWW02600Health Services

27/07/2021WRWWWWW027002477. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of delayed discharges 
in each public and voluntary hospital at the end of June 2021; and the total number to date in 
2021, in tabular form. [37910/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE.
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However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRWWWWW02900Health Services

27/07/2021WRWWWWW030002478. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of bed days lost in 
each public and voluntary hospital owing to delayed discharges to date in 2021, in tabular form. 
[37911/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE.

However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRWWWWW03200Emergency Departments

27/07/2021WRWWWWW033002479. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of patients aged 75 
or over that experienced an emergency department wait time more than 24 hours during June 
2021; the number to date in 2021; and the hospitals in which the wait occurred. [37912/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE.

However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRWWWWW03500Ambulance Service

27/07/2021WRWWWWW036002480. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of ambulance atten-
dances at each emergency department nationwide in June 2021; the number of such ambulances 
that waited longer than 20 minutes to hand over patients, get their trolleys back and return to 
responding to calls; and the number that waited longer than 40, 60, 90, 120 and more than 180 
minutes for same in tabular form. [37913/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
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Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRWWWWW03800Health Services

27/07/2021WRWWWWW039002481. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of spinal fusion 
patients for both Our Lady’s Children’s Hospital, Crumlin and Temple Street Children’s Uni-
versity Hospital for the end of June 2021 or the latest date available currently waiting less than 
four, four to eight and more than eight months; and if he will provide the same information for 
other spinal patients. [37914/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point. 

27/07/2021WRWWWWW04100Health Services

27/07/2021WRWWWWW042002482. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
as of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for an MRI scan in the RCSI hospital group for 
less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form. 
[37915/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW043002483. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
as of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the RCSI hospital group for 
less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form. 
[37916/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW044002484. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
as of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for an MRI scan in the Dublin Midlands hospital 
group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular 
form. [37917/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW045002485. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
as of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the Dublin Midlands hospital 
group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular 
form. [37918/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW046002486. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
as of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the Dublin Midlands hospital 
group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular 
form. [37919/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW047002487. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting as 
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of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the Dublin Midlands hospital 
group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular 
form. [37920/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW048002488. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting as 
of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the Dublin Midlands 
hospital group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months 
in tabular form. [37921/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW049002489. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting as 
of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the Dublin Mid-
lands hospital group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 
months in tabular form. [37922/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW050002490. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
as of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the Dublin Midlands 
hospital group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months 
in tabular form. [37923/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW051002491. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting as 
of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for an MRI scan in the South/South West hospital 
group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular 
form. [37924/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW052002492. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
as of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the South/South West hospital 
group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular 
form. [37925/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW053002493. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
as of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the South/South West hospital 
group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular 
form. [37926/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW054002494. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting as 
of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the South/South West hospital 
group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular 
form. [37927/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW055002495. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
as of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the South/South 
West hospital group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 
months in tabular form. [37928/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW056002496. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
as of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the South/South 
West hospital group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 
months in tabular form. [37929/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW057002497. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
as of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the South/South West 
hospital group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months 
in tabular form. [37930/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW058002498. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
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as of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for an MRI scan in the Saolta hospital group for 
less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form. 
[37931/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW059002499. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
as of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the Saolta hospital group for 
less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form. 
[37932/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW060002500. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
as of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the Saolta hospital group for 
less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form. 
[37933/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW061002501. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting as 
of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for an angiogram scan in the Saolta hospital group 
for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form. 
[37934/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW062002502. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting as 
of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the Saolta hospital 
group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular 
form. [37935/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW063002503. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting as 
of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the Saolta hospital 
group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular 
form. [37936/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW064002504. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting as 
of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the Saolta hospital group 
for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form. 
[37937/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW065002505. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
as of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for an MRI scan in the University of Limerick 
hospital group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months 
in tabular form. [37938/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW066002506. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting as 
of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the University of Limerick hospital 
group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular 
form. [37939/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW067002507. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
as of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the University of Limerick 
hospital group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months 
in tabular form. [37940/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW068002508. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
as of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the University of Limerick 
hospital group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months 
in tabular form. [37941/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW069002509. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
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as of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the University of 
Limerick hospital group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 
months in tabular form. [37942/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW070002510. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting as 
of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the University of 
Limerick hospital group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 
months in tabular form. [37943/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW071002511. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting as 
of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the University of Limerick 
hospital group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months 
in tabular form. [37944/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW072002512. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
as of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the RCSI hospital group for 
less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form. 
[37945/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW073002513. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
as of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the RCSI hospital group for 
less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form. 
[37946/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW074002514. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting as 
of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the RCSI hospital 
group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular 
form. [37947/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW075002515. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting as 
of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the RCSI hospital 
group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular 
form. [37948/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW076002516. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting as 
of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the RCSI hospital group 
for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form. 
[37949/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW077002517. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting as 
of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for an MRI scan in the Ireland East hospital group 
for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form. 
[37950/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW078002518. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
as of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for a CT scan in the Ireland East hospital group 
for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form. 
[37951/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW079002519. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
as of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for a bone scan in the Ireland East hospital group 
for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form. 
[37952/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW080002520. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting as 
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of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for an angiogram in the Ireland East hospital group 
for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form. 
[37953/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW081002521. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
as of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for an electroencephalogram in the Ireland East 
hospital group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months 
in tabular form. [37954/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW082002522. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
as of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for cholangiopancreatography in the Ireland East 
hospital group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months 
in tabular form. [37955/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW083002523. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting as 
of 1 July 2021 or the nearest available date for an ultrasound scan in the Ireland East hospital 
group for less than three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular 
form. [37956/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWW08400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2482 
to 2523, inclusive, together.

The HSE advises that a pilot project commenced in 2016 by the HSE Acute Hospitals Di-
vision to progress the collection of national radiology waiting list data. The project has been 
supported by the Radiology Clinical Care Programme and has involved key stakeholders across 
the system including the National Integrated Medical Imaging System (NIMIS) Team, Hospital 
Groups, and the support of the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) for data collection 
and data management expertise.

Due to the ongoing IT issues triggered by the HSE cyber-attack, the National Treatment 
Purchase Fund (NTPF) has been unable to receive complete national hospital waiting list data 
which has impacted the collation of data for the Quarter 2 diagnostic report.

The latest available diagnostic waiting list data is outlined in the documents attached, which 
set out waiting list data for Quarter 1 2021 for CT, MRI and Ultrasound. The HSE advises that, 
at present, the further diagnostic scans requested by the Deputy (including cholangiopancrea-
tography, electroencephalogram, angiogram, and bone scan), are not yet captured as part of this 
project.

The information that is currently being collected is presently being tested and validated at 
hospital, hospital group and national level and as such should not be used/reported without the 
context of the caveats set out below:

- Data is subject to inclusions and exclusions which are documented in the Data Profile 
Document. This document is available from Acute Operations and has been circulated to all 
Hospital Groups.

- Data contains urgent, routine and surveillance/planned activity which is currently not bro-
ken down in detail, as such this includes surveillance/planned activity which may not be ex-
ceeding planned date.

- Data is still undergoing validation at Hospital and Hospital Group level.

- Data does not take into account local nuances at site level (Site profile developed to sup-
port understanding of same).
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- The purpose of this aggregate data is to provide a National Level overview of the number 
of patients waiting for modalities of CT, MRI and Ultrasound.

- This report is not intended to be used for the active management of hospital diagnostics 
waiting list, local reports and mechanisms should continue to be used for the management of 
diagnostics waiting lists at hospital level.

In Q1 2021, there were a total of 203,976 patients reported on the waiting list from all sites, 
this represents all outpatients waiting, urgent, semi urgent, routine and planned/surveillance 
(where diagnostic access is planned at particular time intervals). 

<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-08-11_pq248211082021_en.pdf”>Diagnostic waiting list</a>

  Question No. 2483 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2484 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2485 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2486 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2487 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2488 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2489 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2490 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2491 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2492 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2493 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2494 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2495 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2496 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2497 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2498 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2499 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2500 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2501 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2502 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2503 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2504 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2505 answered with Question No. 2482.
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  Question No. 2506 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2507 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2508 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2509 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2510 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2511 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2512 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2513 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2514 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2515 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2516 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2517 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2518 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2519 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2520 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2521 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2522 answered with Question No. 2482.

  Question No. 2523 answered with Question No. 2482.

27/07/2021WRYYYYY01850Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRYYYYY018752524. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Health the position 
regarding the reported refusal by some dental practices to accept appointment requests from 
medical card holders; if he will clarify the responsibilities which dental practices have to medi-
cal card holders who request appointments and subsequently require treatment; if he will clarify 
which dental services are currently covered by the medical card; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37958/21]

  Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Dentists must give three months’ no-
tice of withdrawal from the Dental Treatment Services Scheme (DTSS). I expect dentists to 
continue to honour their ethical and contractual obligations to patients, including during their 
notice period, to provide a service or to ensure that patients are referred to another dentist who 
will provide a service. HSE local services will assist anyone experiencing problems in access-
ing a service.

  The DTSS makes available the following dental treatments to medical card holders:  Oral 
examination; Prophylaxis (scale and polish); Restorations (fillings);  Exodontics (extractions); 
Surgical extractions;  Miscellaneous (e.g. control of haemorrhage);  Endodontics (root canal 
therapy); Apicectomy (amputation of roots); Protracted periodontal (gum) treatment; Radio-
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graphs; Prosthetics (dentures). These treatments are provided by independent dental practitio-
ners who have a contract with the HSE.  Some are available on demand, for example, all medi-
cal card holders may avail of specific dental treatments e.g., a dental examination, two fillings 
in each calendar year, extractions, as necessary.

  The remaining care provision is subject to the prior approval of a dental surgeon in the 
HSE, who prioritises for high risk and exceptional patients; those requiring emergency care and 
patients considered to have greater clinical urgency and/or necessity in receiving care.  

27/07/2021WRYYYYY01900Disabilities Assessments

27/07/2021WRYYYYY020002525. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Health the number of children waiting 
on an assessment of needs in Dublin 9 and 11; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[37959/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYY02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRYYYYY02200Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRYYYYY023002526. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Health the waiting time for a CAMHS 
assessment in Dublin 9 and 11; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37960/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYY02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ00200Health Services

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ003002527. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Health the wait time for children to 
have their tonsils removed in Dublin; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37961/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last sixteen months as a di-
rect result of the COVID-19 pandemic and more recently as a result of the ransomware attack.

While significant progress was made in reducing waiting times from June 2020 onwards, 
the surge in Covid-19 cases in the first quarter of 2021, and the resultant curtailment of acute 
hospital services, is reflected in the most recently available waiting list figures to 13th May 
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2021.

On 23 March 2021 the HSE published the “Safe Return to Health Services Plan”, outlining 
a three phased approach for the proposed restoration of services across Community Services, 
Acute Hospital Operations, Cancer Services and Screening Services. It sets target times for 
their safe return and details the conditions and challenges that will have to be met. However, 
the implementation of this plan was suspended pending the resolution of the recent ransomware 
attack, which had a significant impact on acute hospitals.  

The HSE has been working since 14th   May last to recover the effects of the cyber attack 
on its systems. The HSE advise that at present most systems are operational and services are 
returning to normal activity. There is a challenge in back entering data and there are still a num-
ber of areas of ongoing concern. The HSE was already seeking to recover from the Covid peak 
in the first quarter of this year and the ransomware attack has delayed this and had the effect of 
increasing access delays for services. My Department  does not have full access to information 
on the impact of this ransomware attack on elective waiting lists but will provide an update as 
soon as one is available.

An additional €240 million has been provided in Budget 2021 for an access to care fund, 
€210m of which has been allocated to the HSE and a further €30m to the National Treatment 
Purchase Fund (NTPF). This is to be used to fund additional capacity to address the shortfall 
arising as a result of infection control measures taken in the context of COVID-19, as well as 
addressing backlogs in waiting lists.

My Department, the HSE and the NTPF are currently working on a Multiannual Waiting 
List Plan to address waiting lists and bring them in line with Sláintecare targets over the com-
ing years.

Due to the ongoing IT issues triggered by the HSE cyber-attack, the NTPF has been unable 
to receive weekly national hospital waiting list data or downloads. The latest published waiting 
list information was collated by the NTPF on 13th May 2021. 

The information requested by the Deputy is outlined in the attached document which pro-
vides a breakdown of the number of children waiting to have a tonsillectomy at a Dublin Hos-
pital by time band at 13 May 2021.

Inpatient/ Day Case Waiting list for Children awaiting Tonsillectomies in Dublin Hospitals as of 13/5/2021

Sum of Amount Column Labels

Row Labels  0-6 Months  6-12 Months 12-18 Months 18+ Months Small Volume 
TimeBands

Grand Total

Beaumont 
Hospital

19 19 28 66

Children’s 
Health Ireland

95 134 49 72 350

Royal Victoria 
Eye and Ear 
Hospital

5 8 13

Grand Total 119 153 77 72 8 429

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ00500Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ006002528. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details sup-
plied) is waiting so long for a referral to the public dentist in Cavan General Hospital; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [37962/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
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to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ00800Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ009002529. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the current arrangements in 
place for persons yet to receive the Covid-19 vaccine who are housebound (details supplied).; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37964/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ01100Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ012002530. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
longer than four weeks for the second dose of a vaccine (details supplied); and the way he is 
addressing supply issues with this vaccine. [37965/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the 
HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ01400Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ015002531. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if a person (details sup-
plied) will be prioritised for a dental appointment due to their severe medical issues; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [38001/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
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IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services.Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2532 answered with Question No. 2428.

  Question No. 2533 answered with Question No. 2265.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ01900Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ020002534. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health if he will consider holding a 
stakeholder engagement meeting in which public health officials will take questions and brief 
older persons and their representative groups on the current Covid-19 situation; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [38004/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): In line with best 
practice international advice and guidance provided by the WHO and the ECDC, communica-
tion has been a cornerstone of the Department of Health and wider Government’s response to 
COVID-19. Consistent, comprehensive communication around personal preventive behaviours 
and public health guidance is crucial to keep people, particularly vulnerable people, safe at this 
time - especially at periods in which the virus is circulating at high levels within the community. 

To that end, the Department of Health has held press briefings from the outset of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, in order to ensure that experts in public health are to the fore when inform-
ing the public about the disease’s pattern and progression within Ireland. Additionally, papers 
and other relevant material in relation to the COVID-19 response are regularly published on the 
Department’s website.  

A regular COVID-19 communications email with updates on communications activities and 
HSE partner pack resources is issued by the Department to a mailing list of stakeholder organi-
sations, including older people’s representative groups. 

In addition, the HSE hold weekly press briefings in order to update members of the public 
on key issues relating to COVID-19. The Department of Health is also responsive to all media 
queries sent into the Press Office and releases statements providing accurate, timely public 
health information in response to the media on a daily basis. 

Furthermore, there are a range of mechanisms at both local and national level for older 
persons representative groups, older persons services and service users to feed into and inform 
the public health response to COVID-19 in this sector. A series of oversight arrangements in 
relation to COVID-19 in older persons services are in place which involve close working rela-
tionships between HSE Older Persons Services at national and local level, HIQA, older persons 
umbrella bodies, and individual providers. The Department of Health meets regularly with HSE 
and HIQA to discuss preparedness in older persons services. I and my officials continue to en-
gage regularly with stakeholders in the respect of the pandemic response.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ02200Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ023002535. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health the most up to date informa-
tion on the level of protection provided against the delta variant by the different vaccines used 
in Ireland; and if he will provide this information for the different age cohorts. [38005/21]
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27/07/2021WRZZZZZ02400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Covid-19 vaccines can only be ap-
proved and used if they comply with all the requirements of quality, safety and efficacy set out 
in the EU pharmaceutical legislation. Each of the authorised vaccines are indicated for the ac-
tive immunisation to prevent Covid-19. The vaccine manufacturers are required to ensure that 
their products remain safe and effective for the authorised indication of prevention of Covid-19.

The European Commission (EC) has granted conditional marketing authorisations (CMA) 
to four vaccines against COVID-19 on foot of a positive recommendation from the European 
Medicines Agency (EMA). Following the recommendation for use of vaccines against CO-
VID-19 by the EMA and authorisation for use by the EC, the National Immunisation Advisory 
Committee (NIAC) develops guidance for their use in Ireland which is contained in the Im-
munisation Guidelines for Ireland. These guidelines are continuously updated and includes 
guidance on all new vaccines as they are approved for use in Ireland.

Currently there are limited information from clinical trials with respect to protection against 
emerging variants.  Emerging variants require continuous monitoring of the vaccines’ perfor-
mance over time.  A recent study conducted by Public Health England suggests that vaccine 
effectiveness is maintained against emerging variants of the disease with available data set out 
in table below.

Available here: assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/at-
tachment_data/file/997414/Variants_of_Concern_VOC_Technical_Briefing_16.pdf

Vaccine Symptomatic Disease Hospitalisation

Alpha Delta Alpha Delta

Pfizer / BioNTech

Dose One 49% 33% 83% 94%

Dose Two 93% 88% 95% 96%

AstraZeneca

Dose One 51% 33% 76% 71%

Dose Two 66% 60% 86% 92%

  Question No. 2536 answered with Question No. 2191.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ02600Health Services

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ027002537. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health his plans to encourage local part-
nerships between suicide charities and addiction centres to provide a dual diagnosis approach; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38007/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ02900Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ030002538. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide a Co-
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vid-19 booster vaccine for older and other vulnerable persons in the Autumn; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [38008/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Immunisation Advisory 
Committee (NIAC) is currently reviewing future vaccination requirements, including the po-
tential need for booster shots and is expected to make recommendations in this regard shortly. 
Following receipt of the NIAC advice, my Department and the HSE will consider the appropri-
ate operational measures to implement the recommendations.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ03200Care of the Elderly

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ033002539. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when day centres will be 
permitted to reopen for older persons who are fully vaccinated; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [38009/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Day centres are 
fundamental to the health and well-being of our older population and play a key role in enabling 
older people to live independently in their own communities. The pandemic and associated 
restrictions has had a profound impact across society and especially for our older population.  

All Community Health Organisations through the National Older Persons Office were re-
quested in April 2021 to provide information on the status of their Day Care Services in order 
to ascertain the level of service that could resume on receipt of updated public health guidance.  
As a result, it was intended that approximately 100 day centres would re-open week beginning 
5 July. It was also intended that an additional 55 centres would resume in July and August, 
with a further 90 centres that require works expected to reopen before the end of the year.   It 
was indicated that these dates may be subject to change as the HSE continues to deal with the 
significant challenge of the on-going cyber-attack.  

Since then updated Public Health guidance to support the re-opening of Day Care Services 
for Older People was provided in June 2021 to facilitate re-opening plans. Following on from 
this a further information request issued to HSE Services to obtain an update on re-opening 
plans. The process for reopening of the centres has already commenced and it is expected that 
more centres will reopen in the coming weeks.

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ03500Disability Services

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ036002540. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when disability day services 
will fully reopen for those who are fully vaccinated; if he is satisfied that some service users 
are only receiving a 20% service and that this has only happened in recent weeks; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [38010/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
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mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ03800Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ039002541. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a clear path-
way for a person who has experienced an adverse reaction to their first dose of a Covid-19 
vaccine and who has received medical advice that they should not be given a second dose of 
the same vaccine and therefore requires access to an alternative vaccine in order to be fully vac-
cinated such as in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [38098/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ04100Departmental Strategies

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ042002542. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the progress made towards ac-
tion 12 of the National Disability and Inclusion Strategy 2017-2021. [38099/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): Heads of Bill 
to provide legislative clarity on the issue of deprivation of liberty safeguards are at a relatively 
advanced stage. A number of complex legal and policy issues which have arisen during the 
drafting process remain to be resolved. 

Work on the Heads of Bill has been paused due to the diversion of resources, as part of the 
response to COVID-19.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ04400Departmental Strategies

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ045002543. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the progress made towards ac-
tion 10 of the National Disability and Inclusion Strategy 2017-2021. [38100/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to the implementation and monitoring of an internal, operational pol-
icy, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is 
currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent 
cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to 
service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal 
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services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position 
to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at 
that point.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ04700Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ048002544. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health his views on the call of a group 
(details supplied) for a TRIPS waiver of Covid-19 vaccines and treatment. [38102/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Universal and equitable access to safe, 
effective and affordable vaccines, diagnostics and treatments are crucial in the global fight 
against COVID-19.

International Trade is a competence of the EU under the Treaties and in exercising that 
competence, the European Commission engages fully with the Member States, including Ire-
land, through a variety of Committees and Working Parties/Groups, including on Intellectual 
Property.

As regards the broad waiver proposed by a number of WTO Members, on 4 June, the EU 
submitted a proposal to the WTO General Council, which proposed that WTO Members could 
agree on a global trade initiative for equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines and therapeutics 
encompassing the three components of (i) trade facilitation and disciplines on export restric-
tions; (ii) concrete actions to expand production and ensure supply of vaccines at affordable 
prices to low and middle-income countries during the pandemic and (ii) clarification and facili-
tation of TRIPS Agreement flexibilities relating to compulsory licences.

The EU has also submitted a Declaration to the TRIPS Council to assist the next phase of 
discussions with a view to trying to reach agreement with all Members of the WTO on how to 
achieve the shared goal of expanding production and facilitating equitable access to COVID-19 
vaccines and therapeutics for all.

The EU continues to be committed to an open and comprehensive dialogue with all WTO 
members to explore how the multilateral rules-based trading system can best support universal 
and equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines and treatments. 

The EU considers that the COVAX Facility, the international initiative to ensure global 
access to COVID vaccines, is the mechanism that is best placed to ensure that high-income 
countries finance the vaccines and support the developing countries to secure their share of 
global supply.

Ireland has consistently championed collaborative responses to the pandemic, with a focus 
on ensuring that the needs of the poorest and most vulnerable are served by our collective ef-
fort. As a member of the global health community, Ireland continues to play an active role in 
ensuring fair and equitable access to vaccines for all. This includes supporting the World Health 
Organization (WHO), the Global Vaccine Alliance and the Global Fund, to develop, produce 
and equitably distribute effective technologies in the COVID-19 global response.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ05000Hospital Staff

27/07/2021WRZZZZZ051002545. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the status of the re-
cruitment of anaesthetist for Bantry General Hospital acute emergency services; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [38103/21]
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27/07/2021WRZZZZZ05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA00200Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA003002546. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which the 
major hospital building programme is progressing in line with expectations; the extent to which 
the national children’s hospital, the national maternity hospital and other projects of a capital 
nature throughout the country such as Naas General Hospital are progressing in line with the 
urgency of their requirement; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38104/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is committed to the 
development of the new children’s hospital (NCH), the new national maternity hospital (NMH) 
and other capital projects throughout the country. 

All capital development proposals must progress through a number of approval stages, in 
line with the new lifecycle approach of the updated Public Spending Code, including detailed 
appraisal, planning, design and procurement before a firm timeline or funding requirement can 
be established.   

Approval must be received for each individual stage to ensure that the proposal delivers 
value for money and remains affordable, and that sufficient funding is available to fund the 
project to completion, including equipping and commissioning costs.    

The delivery of capital projects is a dynamic process and is subject to a number of key con-
siderations, including service prioritisation, clarification of scope, determination of affordabil-
ity, as well as the successful completion of the various capital project approval stages, which 
can impact on the timeline for delivery.   

Like many other sectors of the economy, the construction sector has been severely impacted 
by the Covid-19 pandemic and progress on capital projects under construction were delayed in 
2020 and the impact of Covid-19 will continue well into 2021.  In addition, the sector is chal-
lenged by Brexit and global supply chain issues.

  Question No. 2547 answered with Question No. 2399.

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA00600Hospital Waiting Lists

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA007002548. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which prepa-
rations are in hand to overhaul backlogs and waiting lists in the health system that have become 
seriously more evident during the Covid-19 pandemic; when visible manifestations of such pro-
posals are likely to become evident; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38106/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA008002556. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which the 
treatment purchase scheme will play a role in a reduction in the currently identified hospital 
waiting lists across all disciplines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38114/21]
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27/07/2021WRAAAAAA00900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2548 
and 2556 together.

It is recognised that waiting times for scheduled appointments and procedures have been 
impacted in the last sixteen months as a direct result of the COVID-19 pandemic and more re-
cently as a result of the ransomware attack.

While significant progress was made in reducing waiting times from June 2020 onwards, 
the surge in Covid-19 cases in the first quarter of 2021, and the resultant curtailment of acute 
hospital services, is reflected in the most recently available waiting list figures to 13th May 
2021.

On 23 March 2021 the HSE published the “Safe Return to Health Services Plan”, outlining 
a three phased approach for the proposed restoration of services across Community Services, 
Acute Hospital Operations, Cancer Services and Screening Services. It sets target times for 
their safe return and details the conditions and challenges that will have to be met. However, 
the implementation of this plan was suspended pending the resolution of the recent ransomware 
attack, which had a significant impact on acute hospitals.   

The HSE has been working since 14th May last to recover the effects of the cyber attack 
on its systems. The HSE advise that at present most systems are operational and services are 
returning to normal activity. There is a challenge in back entering data and there are still a num-
ber of areas of ongoing concern. The HSE was already seeking to recover from the Covid peak 
in the first quarter of this year and the ransomware attack has delayed this and had the effect of 
increasing access delays for services. My Department  does not have full access to information 
on the impact of this ransomware attack on elective waiting lists but will provide an update as 
soon as one is available.   

An additional €240 million has been provided in Budget 2021 for an access to care fund, 
€210m of which has been allocated to the HSE and a further €30m to the NTPF. This is to be 
used to fund additional capacity to address the shortfall arising as a result of infection control 
measures taken in the context of COVID-19, as well as addressing backlogs in waiting lists.

In addition to the €30 million noted above the National Treatment Purchase Fund has a fur-
ther allocation of €100 million for 2021. This funding is for the purpose of commissioning Out-
patient appointments, Inpatient and Day Case procedures and Emergency Department supports.   

While commissioning was impacted by the surge of COVID-19 in January of this year, and 
the subsequent restrictions and pressures in public hospitals, and the recent cyberattack the 
NTPF has been working closely with public hospitals to continue to outsource treatment for 
patients in private hospitals and where feasible to fund extra clinics at weekends and evenings 
in public hospitals to address waiting lists. In addition, there is a focus on outsourcing Outpa-
tient appointments in 2021 and where appropriate to fund “see and treat” packages of care in a 
number of specialties.   

My Department, the HSE and the NTPF are currently working on a Multiannual Waiting 
List Plan to address waiting lists and bring them in line with Sláintecare targets over the com-
ing years.

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA01000Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA011002549. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which school 
medical examinations have continued or will continue notwithstanding the Covid-19 crisis; and 
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if he will make a statement on the matter. [38107/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA01200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA01300Hospital Waiting Lists

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA014502550. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the full extent of the 
hospital waiting lists throughout all disciplines with particular reference to those areas with the 
highest numbers; his plans to address the issue in the shortest possible time; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [38108/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA01525Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last sixteen months as a di-
rect result of the COVID-19 pandemic and more recently as a result of the ransomware attack.

While significant progress was made in reducing waiting times from June 2020 onwards, 
the surge in Covid-19 cases in the first quarter of 2021, and the resultant curtailment of acute 
hospital services, is reflected in the most recently available waiting list figures to 13th May 
2021. 

On 23 March 2021 the HSE published the “Safe Return to Health Services Plan”, outlining 
a three phased approach for the proposed restoration of services across Community Services, 
Acute Hospital Operations, Cancer Services and Screening Services. It sets target times for 
their safe return and details the conditions and challenges that will have to be met. However, 
the implementation of this plan was suspended pending the resolution of the recent ransomware 
attack, which had a significant impact on acute hospitals.  

 The HSE has been working since 14th May last to recover the effects of the cyber attack 
on its systems. The HSE advise that at present most systems are operational and services are 
returning to normal activity. There is a challenge in back entering data and there are still a num-
ber of areas of ongoing concern. The HSE was already seeking to recover from the Covid peak 
in the first quarter of this year and the ransomware attack has delayed this and had the effect of 
increasing access delays for services. My Department  does not have full access to information 
on the impact of this ransomware attack on elective waiting lists but will provide an update as 
soon as one is available.

 An additional €240 million has been provided in Budget 2021 for an access to care fund, 
€210m of which has been allocated to the HSE and a further €30m to the National Treatment 
Purchase Fund (NTPF). This is to be used to fund additional capacity to address the shortfall 
arising as a result of infection control measures taken in the context of COVID-19, as well as 
addressing backlogs in waiting lists. 

My Department, the HSE and the NTPF are currently working on a Multiannual Waiting 
List Plan to address waiting lists and bring them in line with Sláintecare targets over the com-
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ing years. 

Due to the ongoing IT issues triggered by the HSE cyber-attack, the NTPF has been unable 
to receive weekly national hospital waiting list data or downloads. The latest published waiting 
list information was collated by the NTPF on 13th May 2021. 

The following reports, published by the NTPF on their website on 13 May last, provide a 
breakdown of the Inpatient/Day Case, and Outpatient Waiting Lists by specialty. This informa-
tion is also available on the website of the NTPF.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-07-27_pq2550-27-07-21_en.pdf  “>SSHA</a>]

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-07-27_pq2550-27-07-2021_en.pdf  “>SSHA</a>]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA01600Hospital Staff

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA017002551. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which out-
standing consultant posts have been filled or are likely to be filled in early date; the number of 
outstanding vacancies; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38109/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA01800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue and the provision of data, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA01900National Children’s Hospital

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA020002552. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in 
respect of the national children’s hospital including the facilities at Connolly Hospital and Tal-
laght Hospital; the extent to which the status of the projects are in line with expectation in terms 
of capacity and progress; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38110/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA02100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The New Children’s Hospital Project, 
comprising the main hospital at St James’s campus in Dublin, and two paediatric outpatient and 
urgent care centres at Connolly and Tallaght hospitals, is a Government priority.

A major milestone was reached in July 2019, when the Urgent Care Centre at the Connolly 
Hospital campus opened, providing a new model of ambulatory care for children.   Since open-
ing, there has been a 65% reduction in the waiting list for general paediatrics and it is expected 
that the waiting list will reduce further by the end of 2022. 

From 4th January 2021 to 7th May 2021, 2,501 children presented to the Urgent Care Centre 
at Connolly. 96% of children are discharged home after their visit to the urgent care centre.

The value of new and modern infrastructure in the context of service delivery during a 
pandemic was demonstrated at “CHI at Connolly”.  The building layout at the new facility sup-
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ported delivery of safe services and, even when busy, allowed for seamless patient flow.  

The second paediatric Outpatient and Urgent Care Centre at Tallaght Hospital is expected to 
open towards the end of 2021, following a handover and a period of operational commissioning 
and equipping. The opening of the second of the three new campuses, the Paediatric Outpatient 
and Urgent Care Centre, “CHI at Tallaght” will be another important milestone in the NCH 
programme and in the delivery of children’s health services. 

The works at Tallaght are progressing at pace. Final internal works comprise placing the 
final ceiling tiles, completing the painting, commissioning, and testing of the completed me-
chanical and electrical services, cleaning and snagging. External works comprise finalisation of 
pavements and landscaping. The work on the paediatric outpatient centre at Tallaght included 
a significant investment in the adult hospital which involves the delivery of a new changing 
and administration block, a new creche, and the upgrade of roads and pavements, car park, and 
electrical infrastructure. 

The works at Tallaght will provide further modern facilities to support primary and com-
munity paediatrics and will also support infection prevention and control and improve patient 
pathways. 

Despite delays, and Covid-19 restrictions, significant progress is also being made on the site 
of the main new hospital at St James’s. ‘Topping out’, where the highest point on a building is 
completed, took place at the end of March 2021. The infill concrete slabs over the steelwork 
frame, closing in the concourse, will be complete by August 2021.

Glazing and façade works are continuing such that the distinctive shape of the building is 
becoming clear. It is anticipated that the majority of the building will be weathertight by the 
autumn. The fit out of certain internal areas has begun, with discernible rooms and areas tak-
ing shape. The primary mechanical and electrical plant, comprising boilers, combined heat 
and power, generators, transformers, main distribution boards, and medical gases are well pro-
gressed, with the focus now on primary and secondary distribution around the building.

The National Paediatric Hospital Development Board (NPHDB) has the statutory respon-
sibility and resources to plan, design, build, furnish and equip the new children’s hospital and 
continues to engage with the main contractor and reviews the contractor’s programme of works 
on a regular basis.   

Like many other sectors of the economy, the construction sector has been severely impacted 
by the Covid-19 pandemic and progress on the main building at St James’s campus was delayed 
in 2020. Notwithstanding that the site has remained open under subsequent levels of restric-
tions, the impact of Covid-19 will continue well into 2021. In addition, the sector is challenged 
by Brexit and global supply chain issues but the NPHDB and contractors are working hard to 
mitigate those risks.

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA02200Health Strategies

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA023002553. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if he plans to avail of low 
interest loans to facilitate the upgrading of the health services in line with the expectations set 
out in the Sláintecare report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38111/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA02400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The allocation of funding in 2022 and 
beyond for the implementation of the Sláintecare Implementation Strategy & Action Plan 2021-
23 will be considered as part of the annual estimates process. The question of resources is a 



27 July 2021

1217

matter for my colleague the Minister for Finance.

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA02500Health Services

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA026002554. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which wom-
en’s health specifically remains central to the provision and delivery of a reliable level and qual-
ity of health services in all areas throughout the country without exception; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [38112/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Progressing women’s health is a prior-
ity for this government. We made a strong commitment to Promoting Women’s Health in the 
Programme for Government and are fully committed to the development and improvement of 
Women’s Health services and to working with women and girls to improve their health across 
the whole life cycle.

There has been recent progress in the area of women’s health including: 

- the implementation of the National Maternity Strategy, 

- implementation of the Sexual Health Strategy, 

- establishment of a National Mesh Specialist Centre, 

- improvements in screening services, 

- improvements to sexual assault services, introduction of termination of pregnancy ser-
vices, 

- the rollout of the Maternal & Newborn-Clinical Management System, and

- the development of new models of care for ambulatory gynaecology and infertility. 

Underscoring the government’s commitment to Women’s Health has been the establishment 
of a Women’s Health Taskforce in September 2019 to improve both health outcomes and expe-
riences of healthcare for women and girls. The members of the Taskforce meet regularly, with 
its twelfth meeting held earlier this month. The Women’s Health Taskforce continues to work 
with the National Women’s Council of Ireland and the European Institute of Women’s Health 
to prioritise different issues each year with the aim of improving women’s health outcomes 
and experiences of healthcare. Critical to this work is the process of listening to women - the 
Taskforce has so far listened to, engaged with and worked with more than 1,000 women and 
hundreds of organisations representing women and girls across the country. 

Based on this information, the Taskforce has developed proposals to improve supports for 
gynaecological health, mental health, physical activity, and menopause all of which are roll-
ing out this year and next year. Through action like this forum, we can better address women’s 
whole health and help ensure that action on women’s health looks beyond reproductive health 
to make a real difference to women’s lives. Work is ongoing to identify priorities for the year 
ahead, aligned to Sláintecare, and I expect to bring these to Government for approval this Au-
tumn.

Prioritisation of women’s have is further supported through the significant investment con-
tained within Budget 2021. This includes: 

- funding of €12m to ensure a renewed impetus to the implementation of the National Ma-
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ternity Strategy and the new model of maternity care, and to improve gynaecology services.  

- funding of €10m to screening services including Breast Check and Cervical Check, 

- and building on the work of the Women’s Health Taskforce, a €5m Women’s Health Fund 
to improve women’s health outcomes and experiences of healthcare.

In the longer-term, through Sláintecare, we will be planning services around the needs of 
our entire population as part of the Citizen Care Masterplan. This will involve characterising 
the health and social care needs of our entire population by segmenting them into groupings 
of similar health and social care needs and characteristics. Factors that will inform this include 
age, socioeconomic status, health care utilisation patterns, health status, ethnicity, and gen-
der. The insights gained from this will form an evidence base that will inform future service 
planning, workforce planning, review of eligibility, and capital planning. The service needs of 
women will be considered as part of all this.

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA02800Hospital Waiting Lists

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA029002555. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the number of additional 
hospital beds that are required to overhaul the currently identified hospital waiting lists; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [38113/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Waiting lists have grown to historically 
high levels due to the cessation of services during periods of the pandemic and more recently 
have been further impacted by the cyber-attack on the HSE. The numbers of people now wait-
ing for diagnostics and treatment far exceed Sláintecare waiting time targets.   

Tackling waiting lists will require a concerted, focused effort from across the Department of 
Health, HSE, NTPF, GPs, and other partners, including voluntary and private providers. Bud-
get 2021 demonstrated a strong commitment by Government to the Sláintecare vision and to 
enhancing the permanent capacity of the health services, substantially increase the workforce, 
expand the scale and range of services to be provided in the community and introduce targeted 
measures to improve access to care and address known capacity deficits highlighted by the 
Health Service Capacity Review 2018.   

The Sláintecare Implementation Strategy & Action Plan 2021-2023, approved by Govern-
ment in May, committed to the development of a multi-annual waiting lists reduction plan. This 
work is well advanced, and the plan is expected to be submitted to Government for its consid-
eration in the near future.   

Subject to approval, the plan will focus on a number of pillars, including building capacity, 
reform of scheduled care, management and reporting waiting lists, policy reform, eHealth, per-
formance management and communications. It aims to result in significant year on year waiting 
times improvement with a view to fully achieving the Sláintecare maximum wait time targets 
of 10 weeks for Outpatients/Assessments, 12 weeks for Inpatients/day-cases and 10 days for 
Diagnostics by 2026. 

  Question No. 2556 answered with Question No. 2548.

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA03200Health Services

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA033002557. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the degree to which chil-
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dren’s health issues have continued to receive appropriate attention throughout the pandemic; if 
particular or specific action is required to address issues arising; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [38115/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA03500Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA036002558. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the number of nurses 
currently available to the health services, including those involved directly in dealing with the 
Covid-19 pandemic; if specific issues have arisen in respect of replacements or retirees; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [38116/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA03800Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA039002559. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which it is 
expected to deal with waiting lists for orthodontic treatment with a view to a vast improvement 
in respect of access to treatment in accordance with the need; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [38117/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

  Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA04100Medical Cards

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA042002560. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which 
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the speed of processing of medical cards can be increased to eliminate anxieties particularly 
amongst persons with a serious or life threatening illness; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [38118/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Service Executive (HSE) 
National Medical Card Unit (NMCU) has responsibility for the processing of medical card ap-
plications. A key performance indicator within the NMCU is the processing of Medical Card 
and GP Visit Card applications within 15 working days of receipt of a completed application. 
Prior to the onset of the recent cyber-attack on the HSE, 99.63% of all applications received by 
the NMCU were processed within a 15 working day turnaround.   

However, regarding persons suffering from serious medical conditions, it should be noted 
that the HSE has a system in place for the provision of medical cards in response to emergency 
situations i.e. in circumstances where persons are in need of urgent or on-going medical care 
that they cannot afford and also for persons who are terminally ill and are receiving end of life 
treatment (prognosis of 12 months or less). These medical cards are issued, even throughout 
the unprecedented challenging times of the Covid-19 pandemic, within 24 hours of receipt of 
the required medical report and a completed application form from a healthcare professional.

Furthermore, despite the temporary downtime of online medical card services as a result 
of the recent cyber-attack on the HSE in May this year, emergency and urgent medical card 
applications still continued to be processed, albeit initially by fax and later via email. This en-
sured that critically ill persons were not prevented from applying for a medical card despite the 
significant technical challenges being experienced by the HSE at that time. The National Medi-
cal Card Unit call centre also remained fully operational during the downtime and successfully 
assisted those with queries on applications and the eligibility process.

The HSE have now successfully restored web-enabled services and medical and GP visit 
card applications can once again be submitted online or alternatively by post to the National 
Medical Card Unit. Individuals who may have a query about their application or eligibility 
status should check online with the HSE or contact the National Medical Card Unit helpline, 
which is fully operational on 1890 252 919 for further information and assistance.

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA04400Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA045002561. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which he 
expects to be in a position to address the serious deficiencies in child, adolescent and adult 
mental health services with particular reference to the need to ensure that adequate treatments 
placements are readily available to meet the demand which has increased in recent times; if 
provision will be made to offer comprehensive services to young persons with eating disorders 
or addictions notwithstanding current practice; if a study will be undertaken of individual cases 
currently seeking or availing of treatment throughout north County Kildare and south west 
Dublin CHO7; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38119/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.
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27/07/2021WRAAAAAA04700Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA048002562. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which it is 
expected to enhance the quality and scale of community and institutional mental health services 
with particular reference to the need to achieve quality of service in line with the requirements; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38120/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Sharing the Vi-
sion aims to enhance the provision of mental health services and supports across a broad con-
tinuum from mental health promotion, prevention and early intervention to acute and specialist 
mental health service delivery, during the period 2020-2030.

The implementation monitoring of Sharing the Vision is being driven by the National Im-
plementation Monitoring Committee (NIMC), which was established in December 2020. The 
NIMC is made up of the NIMC Steering Committee, which will be supported by a NIMC Ref-
erence Group of Service Users and Families and NIMC Specialist Groups. I am satisfied that 
the NIMC is developing appropriate monitoring and oversight processes and structures.

The HSE Mental Health Engagement and Recovery Office is represented on the NIMC 
Steering Committee, which together with the development of a NIMC Reference Group of 
Service Users and Families will ensure that the voice of the service user and their families and 
carers remains central to quality service delivery and improvement. 

The €23 million allocated to the early implementation of Sharing the Vision in 2021 is dedi-
cated to enhanced resources for community mental health teams, CAMHS hubs/teams, adult 
crisis resolution services, increased supports in employment, peer support workers, bereave-
ment co-ordination, and dialectical behaviour therapy. 

In relation to quality of service, the Quality Framework for Mental Health Services in Ire-
land (Mental Health Commission, 2007), the Judgement Support Framework (Mental Health 
Commission, 2015), and the Best Practice Guidance for Mental Health Services (HSE, 2017) 
all play an important role in continuous improvement and measurement/monitoring of desired 
standards and practices in mental healthcare in Ireland. Sharing the Vision recommends that fu-
ture updates of the Quality Framework, the Judgement Support Framework and the Best Prac-
tice Guidance should be consistent with the ambition and the specific outcomes for the mental 
health system set out in the policy. 

Moreover, Sharing the Vision recommends that a standardised set of performance indicators 
(PIs) directly aligned with the desired outcomes in the policy and agreed standards of care and 
quality frameworks should be developed by the Department of Health and the NIMC account-
ing for quantitative and qualitative delivery of intended outcomes.

Furthermore, Sharing the Vision recommends the continued phased implementation and 
evaluation of existing national clinical programmes in mental health, including Dual Diagnosis, 
Early Intervention in Psychosis, and Eating Disorders. The clinical programmes, which are in 
various stages of design and implementation, are at the heart of service improvement. They pro-
vide clear pathways to ensure strategic, standardised and evidence-based delivery of services 
and better outcomes for service users and their families. 

Under the Health Act 2004 (as amended) the Department of Health has an oversight role 
in relation to the HSE. The Department has been implementing new performance oversight 
arrangements since 2020.  This includes reporting on Quality and Patient Safety for Mental 
Health, with a view to continual improvement of this key area in all respects.
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27/07/2021WRAAAAAA05000Health Strategies

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA051002563. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which the 
Sláintecare programme is being enacted; the progress to date in this regard; the targets achiev-
able in the next 12 months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38121/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The vision of Sláintecare is to achieve 
a universal single-tier health and social care system, where everyone has equitable access to 
services based on need, and not ability to pay and to deliver safe, quality health and social care 
services that meet the needs of our growing population, and attracts and retains the very best 
healthcare clinicians, managers, and staff.

Considerable progress has been made in moving from vision to reality. The commitment to 
Sláintecare was reconfirmed in the Programme for Government and Budget 2021 invested in 
staffing and infrastructure to enhance the permanent capacity of our health services and expand 
the scale and range of services to be provided in the community. Major foundational decisions 
were made by Government, including the establishment of the HSE Board, and the approval 
of the geographies for six new regional health areas. There has been progress against all of the 
eight Sláintecare Principles from the Oireachtas Sláintecare Report, including the patient be-
ing paramount; timely, needs-based care; prevention and public health; and engagement with 
citizens and staff. This was done against the backdrop of COVID-19 which has challenged our 
healthcare systems in a manner never previously seen. 

The Government has now approved a new three-year Sláintecare Implementation Strategy 
& Action Plan 2021-2023. The new plan will build on the commitment and desire for innova-
tion, demonstrated during the pandemic, and build on the unprecedented levels of investment 
in our health service. The Strategy will focus on two new reform programmes. Programme 
One: Improving Safe, Timely Access to Care and Promoting Health & Wellbeing will focus on 
integration, safety, prevention, shift of care to the right location, productivity, extra capacity and 
achieving Sláintecare waiting time targets. Programme Two: Addressing Health Inequalities 
will bring us on a journey towards universal healthcare. Eleven associated Projects have been 
developed and are aligned with key national strategies, policies and initiatives.

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA05300Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA054002564. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health his views on whether a 
special task force might address the shortcomings in the mental health services with particular 
reference to the need to provide for those seeking institutional care or specific treatment not 
currently readily available in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38122/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAA05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): All aspects of 
mental health services will be improved and developed, through implementation of the national 
mental health policy Sharing the Vision, which aims to enhance the provision of mental health 
services and supports across a broad continuum from mental health promotion, prevention and 
early intervention to acute and specialist mental health service delivery, during the period 2020-
2030.

This policy was developed following a process of research into international best practice, 
mental health service innovation  and an extensive national consultation of over 1,000 service 
users, family members, friends and carers and other stakeholders. 

The work of the Work Research Centre (Expert Evidence Review) strongly informed this 
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process. In addition, relevant mental health recommendations in other Government policies, 
including Connecting for Life and the report of the Youth Mental Health Taskforce, were also 
considered. Additionally, the Joint Oireachtas Committee on the Future of Mental Health Care 
published a final report in October 2018, which outlined various recommendations in mental 
health service improvements. The recommendations of this report also contributed to the devel-
opment of this policy.

The implementation monitoring of Sharing the Vision is being driven by the National Im-
plementation Monitoring Committee (NIMC) which was established in December 2020 and 
is independently chaired by Mr John Saunders. The NIMC is made up of the NIMC Steering 
Committee, which will be supported by an NIMC Reference Group of Service Users and Fami-
lies and NIMC Specialist Groups. I am satisfied that the Committee is developing appropriate 
monitoring and oversight processes and structures. 

To date, the NIMC Steering Committee has held seven monthly business meetings, with 
approved minutes of Steering Committee meetings available on the Department of Health web-
site. 

The HSE has primary responsibility for the implementation of the majority of the Sharing 
the Vision recommendations. To that end, the HSE Implementation Group (HIG), which reports 
to the NIMC Steering Committee, has been established and is meeting regularly, with an initial 
focus on Acute Inpatient Bed capacity, and CAMHS service improvement. A Specialist Group 
on Acute Bed Capacity (Bed Review) will be established this year under NIMC. 

There are a number of recommendations in Sharing the Vision which are designed to im-
prove access and quality of care, including the continued development of mental health clinical 
programmes, which are being prioritised for implementation by the NIMC and the HIG.

The Department of Health considers that the process that led to the finalisation of this policy 
was very comprehensive as regards research and broad stakeholder consultation. Moreover, 
there are comprehensive implementation monitoring and implementation structures in place or 
in development that will progress the change promised by Sharing the Vision as areas of mental 
health service provision.

Therefore, the Department of Health believes that a special taskforce on mental health ser-
vices is not warranted at this stage. The focus of this Department with the HSE is on progressing 
whole-of-sector improvements through the implementation of Sharing the Vision and continu-
ing to support the work of the NIMC.

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB00200Disability Services

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB003002565. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which he 
expects to improve the supports for children with special needs while requiring therapeutic or 
residential short-term or long-term assistance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[38123/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
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aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB00500State Bodies

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB006002566. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he plans to review the 
drug and alcohol task force handbook; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38124/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB007002567. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if he plans to pilot the 
replacement of the drug and alcohol task force handbook chairperson appointment process with 
one that is led by his Department and the HSE for the purpose of limiting appointments to ap-
plicants from the private, business and enterprise sector; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [38125/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 2566 and 2567 together.

Drug and Alcohol Task Forces play a key role in the implementation of the national drugs 
strategy, ‘Reducing Harm Supporting Recovery’. Action 50 of the strategy commits to ensur-
ing that Task Forces have proper arrangements in place for the selection and renewal of the 
Chairperson, Members of Task Forces and for having proper procedures in place for addressing 
conflicts of interest. 

The governance and operation of the task forces is set out in a handbook published in 2011. 
It defines the role of the task forces within the national and local framework required to address 
the existing and emerging threats from problem drug use. The handbook sets out the following 
aspects of task force processes:

- Role of the Task Force

- Composition

- Role and Nomination Process of Members

- Supports

- Monitoring/ Evaluation/ Mainstreaming of Projects

The handbook also explains the role of the chairperson of the task force. He/she is appointed 
by the Task Force for a three-year term. The chairperson is a key figure to the success of the 
DTF.  The chairperson’s independence must clearly be established and evident in the manner in 
which the business of the task force is conducted. It is important therefore, that the chairperson 
appointed by the task force is not directly connected with any of the projects being funded by 
the task force. It is also important that there is complete transparency in the arrangements put 
in place by task forces for the selection process and appointment of the chairperson. The chair-
person’s role is to lead the task force and to facilitate its meetings.

The Department set up a working group to revise the Drug and Alcohol Task Forces Hand-
book in line with Reducing Harm Supporting Recovery. One of the outputs of this group will be 
a new code of governance for task forces in line with best practice in the community, voluntary 
and charitable sectors. 

Adherence to the code will require a new regime of governance and documentation for task 
forces. It is anticipated that task forces will be required to sign up to the Charities Regulator 
governance code, The code sets minimum standards for the board of a registered charity or lim-
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ited company to ensure they effectively manage and control their organisations. 

I support the development of the new handbook and code of governance. This is an impor-
tant step in strengthening the performance of task forces. Work to complete the code of gov-
ernance for task forces has been delayed due to resource constraints. The Department plans to 
complete this work in 2021. 

Question No. 2567 answered with Question No. 2566.

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB01000Hospital Waiting Lists

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB011002568. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if he will report on 
the average waiting times for pain management treatment at the Mercy Hospital, Cork; the 
number of persons on the waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38126/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB01200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last sixteen months as a di-
rect result of the COVID-19 pandemic and more recently as a result of the ransomware attack.

While significant progress was made in reducing waiting times from June 2020 onwards, 
the surge in Covid-19 cases in the first quarter of 2021, and the resultant curtailment of acute 
hospital services, is reflected in the most recently available waiting list figures to 13th May 
2021.

On 23 March 2021 the HSE published the “Safe Return to Health Services Plan”, outlining 
a three phased approach for the proposed restoration of services across Community Services, 
Acute Hospital Operations, Cancer Services and Screening Services. It sets target times for 
their safe return and details the conditions and challenges that will have to be met. However, 
the implementation of this plan was suspended pending the resolution of the recent ransomware 
attack, which had a significant impact on acute hospitals.  

The HSE has been working since 14th May last to recover the effects of the cyber attack 
on its systems. The HSE advise that at present most systems are operational and services are 
returning to normal activity. There is a challenge in back entering data and there are still a num-
ber of areas of ongoing concern. The HSE was already seeking to recover from the Covid peak 
in the first quarter of this year and the ransomware attack has delayed this and had the effect of 
increasing access delays for services. 

An additional €240 million has been provided in Budget 2021 for an access to care fund, 
€210m of which has been allocated to the HSE and a further €30m to the NTPF. This is to be 
used to fund additional capacity to address the shortfall arising as a result of infection control 
measures taken in the context of COVID-19, as well as addressing backlogs in waiting lists.

My Department, the HSE and the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) are currently 
working on a Multiannual Waiting List Plan to address waiting lists and bring them in line with 
Sláintecare targets over the coming years.

Due to the ongoing IT issues triggered by the HSE cyber-attack, the NTPF has been unable 
to receive weekly national hospital waiting list data or downloads. The latest published waiting 
list information was collated by the NTPF on 13th May 2021. The information requested by the 
Deputy concerning the average waiting times for pain management treatment at the Mercy Hos-
pital, Cork; the number of persons on the waiting list is outlined in the attached document. This 
information is based on the latest available data provided by the NTPF. The NTPF has advised 
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that the health system does not collect the data necessary to calculate average wait times.  In 
particular, the time to treatment of patients who have already received their care is not collected. 
The NTPF collects data on patients currently on the waiting list and the average time that these 
patients have been waiting is provided here.

Total IPDC Waiters and Average Wait Time for Pain Relief Procedures in Mercy University 
Hospital by Wait Time Band as at 13/05/2021

Time band (months)  0-6 Months  6-12 Months 12-18 Months 18+ Months Grand Total

Mercy University 
Hospital

Pain Relief 96 50 68 62 276

Date Hospital Specialty Average Wait Time 
(Days)

Median Wait Time 
(Days)

13/05/2021 Mercy University 
Hospital

Pain Relief 335 348

The health system does not collect the data necessary to calculate average wait times.  In 
particular, the time to treatment of patients who have already received their care is not collected.  
The NTPF collects data on patients currently on the waiting list and the average time that these 
patients have been waiting is provided here

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB01300Medical Aids and Appliances

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB014002569. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the progress of the 
review on the FreeStyle Libre for the treatment of type 1 diabetes; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [38127/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB015002620. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in 
the decision to make the FreeStyle Libre flash glucose monitoring system available to persons 
with diabetes over 21 years of age based on clinical need; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [38407/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2569 
and 2620 together.

The HSE have advised that it was anticipated that the review of FreeStyle Libre Flash Glu-
cose Monitoring System would be finalised at the end of Q1 2020. However the public health 
emergency that has occurred in the meantime has resulted in members of the Health Technology 
Assessment Group (HTAG), whose primary roles are in Public Health Medicine, being redi-
rected fully to public health emergency duties. 

Given the current situation, the HSE is not in a position to progress the HTAG review 
and publication of the advice note. The HSE has now commissioned a full Health Technology 
Assessment to be conducted by the NCPE in collaboration with the Medicines Management 
Programme.  If a positive recommendation arises on completion of the Health Technology As-
sessment, the PCRS will progress the funding of the device as part of the preparations for the 
National Service Plan 2022.

Consultant Endocrinologists / Diabetes Nurse Specialists may apply to the HSE, on behalf 
of specific patients, for reimbursement support of FreeStyle Libre Flash Glucose Monitoring 
(FGM) sensors. This includes those persons with eligibility under Community Drug Schemes 
(e.g. medical card holders, those with Long Term Illness eligibility). The application process is 
undertaken by means of a dedicated online portal, which has been operational since 3rd April 
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2018.  In line with the recommendations outlined of the Health Technology Assessment Group, 
access to this product was made available to children and young adults (4 -21 years). However, 
the application process does cater for the Consultant to make an application in very exceptional 
circumstances for a type 1 diabetic patient outside of this group.

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB01700Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB018002570. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if persons who have been fully 
vaccinated in Northern Ireland will be able to partake in indoor dining under the proposed EU 
Digital COVID Certificate in Ireland; if he has had discussions with his counterpart in Northern 
Ireland regarding same; the proposed level of coordination; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [38128/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Act 1947 (Sections 31AB 
and 31AD) (Covid-19) (Operation of certain indoor premises) Regulations 2021 came into op-
eration on 26th July 2021.

It is intended that the EU Digital COVID Certificates for vaccination and recovery will 
be the primary evidence used when going into a pub, restaurant, café or food court to access 
indoor hospitality. Other proofs of immunity include the HSE COVID-19 Vaccination Record 
and appropriate COVID-19 Certificates issued by other states.  Such certificates must contain 
confirmation that the person has been vaccinated, the date or dates on which the person was 
vaccinated and the vaccine used, and also the state body which either delivered the vaccination 
programme or is authorised to issue the certificate.  Where a certificate is not in Irish or English, 
a translated version must be provided.  

People may also be asked for photo ID to prove that that EU Digital COVID Certificate, 
HSE COVID-19 Vaccination Record or other proof of immunity relates to them.  Acceptable 
forms of ID are a driving licence, passport, student ID, age card issued by An Garda Síochána, 
Irish residence permit, national identity card for international visitors, or any other official 
document (with photograph) issued by a state including Ireland.  Children under 18 accompa-
nying adults may also be asked for information to prove their age. Further information on the 
reopening of hospitality can be found on www.gov.ie.

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB02000Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB021002571. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Health the current advice from 
NIAC in relation to the mixing of Covid-19 vaccines between doses; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [38129/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland’s COVID-19 vaccination pro-
gramme strategy is to distribute all available vaccine as quickly as is operationally possible, 
prioritising those who are most vulnerable to COVID-19. The programme is based on the prin-
ciples of safety, effectiveness and fairness, with the objective of reducing severe illness, hospi-
talisations and deaths from COVID-19 infection. 

The immunisation programme in Ireland is based on the advice of the National Immunisa-
tion Advisory Committee (NIAC). The Committee’s recommendations are based on the preva-
lence of the relevant disease in Ireland and international best practice in relation to immunisa-
tion. It makes recommendations on vaccination policy to my Department. The NIAC review all 
data relating to COVID-19 vaccines on a rolling basis.
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Following the recommendation for use of vaccines against COVID-19 by the European 
Medicines Agency (EMA) and authorisation for use by the European Commission, the NIAC 
develops guidance for their use in Ireland which is contained in the Immunisation Guidelines 
for Ireland. These guidelines are continuously updated and include guidance on all new vac-
cines as they are approved for use in Ireland. The current Guidelines state: There are currently 
four COVID-19 Vaccines authorised for use in Ireland. The vaccines are not interchangeable. 
For vaccines that have a two-dose schedule, the same vaccine should be used for both doses. 

You can read the guidelines at: www.hse.ie/eng/health/immunisation/hcpinfo/guidelines/
covid19.pdf 

There is insufficient evidence to recommend a change from the authorised two-dose Vaxzevr-
ia® schedule or to support giving an mRNA vaccine instead of the second dose of Vaxzevria®. 
There is a need for further evidence on the safety and effectiveness of mixed (heterologous) 
vaccine schedules. Further information is expected in the coming months which may warrant 
an update of these recommendations.

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB02300Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB024002572. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the reason those in the 60 to 69 
year age range are not being offered a second jab of a mRNA vaccine given that they will now 
not be fully vaccinated before others of a much lower age despite the opinion of reputable mem-
bers of the scientific profession and practice in other countries; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [38130/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland’s COVID-19 vaccination pro-
gramme strategy is to distribute all available vaccines as quickly as is operationally possible, 
prioritising those who are most vulnerable to COVID-19. The programme is based on the prin-
ciples of safety, effectiveness and fairness, with the objective of reducing severe illness, hospi-
talisations and deaths from COVID-19 infection. 

The immunisation programme in Ireland is based on the advice of the National Immunisa-
tion Advisory Committee (NIAC). The Committee’s recommendations are based on the preva-
lence of the relevant disease in Ireland and international best practices in relation to immunisa-
tion. It makes recommendations on vaccination policy to my Department. The NIAC review 
all data relating to COVID-19 vaccines on a rolling basis. Following the recommendation for 
use of vaccines against COVID-19 by the European Medicines Agency (EMA) and authorisa-
tion for use by the European Commission, the NIAC develops guidance for their use in Ireland 
which is contained in the Immunisation Guidelines for Ireland. These guidelines are continu-
ously updated and include guidance on all new vaccines as they are approved for use in Ireland. 

The current Guidelines state: There are currently four COVID-19 Vaccines authorised for 
use in Ireland. The vaccines are not interchangeable. For vaccines that have a two-dose sched-
ule, the same vaccine should be used for both doses. 

You can read the guidelines at: www.hse.ie/eng/health/immunisation/hcpinfo/guidelines/
covid19.pdf 

There is insufficient evidence to recommend a change from the authorised two-dose Vaxzevr-
ia® schedule or to support giving an mRNA vaccine instead of the second dose of Vaxzevria®. 
There is a need for further evidence on the safety and effectiveness of mixed (heterologous)
vaccine schedules. Further information is expected in the coming months which may warrant 
an update of these recommendations.
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27/07/2021WRBBBBBB02600Legislative Measures

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB027002573. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a series 
of matters in relation to surrogacy legislation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [37446/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, drafting 
of a bill on assisted human reproduction (AHR) and associated areas of research is ongoing by 
officials in my Department, in conjunction with the Office of the Attorney General. This com-
prehensive piece of legislation will encompass the regulation, for the first time in Ireland, of a 
very wide range of practices, including domestic altruistic surrogacy.  

The surrogacy provisions outline the specific conditions under which surrogacy in Ireland 
will be permitted, including a requirement for all surrogacy agreements to be pre-authorised 
by the AHR Regulatory Authority, the establishment of which the Bill will provide for. The 
legislation also sets out a court-based mechanism through which the parentage of a child born 
through surrogacy may be transferred from the surrogate (and her husband, if applicable) to the 
intending parent(s). 

The draft Bill does not contain provisions to regulate surrogacy arrangements undertaken 
in other jurisdictions. As issues relating to international surrogacy concern areas of law that in-
tersect across the remits of several Government Departments, my Department is engaging with 
the Department of Justice and the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and 
Youth in respect of this policy area.

Responsibility for maternity leave comes under the remit of the Minister of Children, Equal-
ity, Diversity, Inclusion & Youth, and that Department has informed my officials that legislative 
changes in respect of all forms of family leave must be developed in the context of the legal 
situation concerning parentage, including in relation to surrogacy. My officials have also been 
informed that some forms of family leave may currently be available to commissioning parents, 
including parental leave and parent’s leave. Matters concerning the payment of maternity ben-
efit are the responsibility of the Minister of Social Protection.

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB02900Health Services

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB030002574. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that a taxi service to a day centre (details supplied) has ceased due to funding 
issues; if this service is likely to resume in the future; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [37513/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB03200Health Services
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27/07/2021WRBBBBBB033002575. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the status of the audit of 
cervical smear test results; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38138/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB03500Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB036002576. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health when a vaccine (details supplied)  
will be approved for 12 to 15-year-old children and in particular children with underlying health 
conditions who remain in a very high risk category; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [38139/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland welcomes the EMA age exten-
sion recommendation for the COVID-19 vaccine Comirnaty to include use in children aged 12 
to 15. The National Immunisation Advisory Committee is reviewing the matter and will make 
a recommendation as appropriate. Currently, Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccination Programme is 
administering vaccines to those aged 16+.

  Question No. 2577 answered with Question No. 2375.

  Question No. 2578 answered with Question No. 2375.

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB04000Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB041002579. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the annual core fund-
ing allocated by his Department to the drug and alcohol taskforces in each of the years 2008 to 
2021, in tabular form. [38142/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The Depart-
ment currently provides €28 million to Drug and Alcohol Task Forces to deliver community-
based drug and alcohol services in local communities. The Task Forces support over 280 com-
munity projects throughout the country to tackle drug and alcohol use and misuse. A table 
outlining the funding provided to Drug and Alcohol Task Forces for 2011-21 is attached. 

An additional €1m was provided to task forces to support the implementation of the national 
drugs strategy in 2019. 

Further additional funding of €1m will be provided for targeted initiatives addressing drug 
and alcohol use in 2021. The allocation of this funding will be Informed by the outcome of the 
midterm review of the national drugs strategy, and emerging trends and priorities.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-07-30_pq2579-27-7-2021_en.xlsx”>Funding</a>]

  Question No. 2580 answered with Question No.  2419.
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27/07/2021WRBBBBBB04400Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB045002581. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if ivermectin is permitted to 
be prescribed in Ireland; if a directive has been issued to general practitioners in relation to the 
use of ivermectin; if so, the details of the directive; the reason for such a directive; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [38279/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ivermectin is currently authorised in 
Ireland as Soolantra 10mg/g Cream, indicated for the topical treatment of inflammatory lesions 
of rosacea (papulopustular) in adult patients. A directive has not been issued to GPs in relation 
to the use of ivermectin.

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB04700Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB048002582. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the study his Department 
has carried out into the long-term cost of lockdowns on the health of the nation; and the details 
of any cost-benefit analysis that has been carried out into the prolonged period of lockdown. 
[38280/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): From the outset of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Ireland’s response has been guided by seven ethical principles: solidarity, fairness, mini-
mising harm, proportionality, reciprocity, privacy and a duty to provide care. In March 2020, the 
Department of Health published the Ethical Framework for Decision-making in a Pandemic, 
setting out these principles. This Framework can be found online: www.gov.ie/en/publication/
dbf3fb-ethical-framework-for-decision-making-in-a-pandemic/.

Any measures introduced are aimed at limiting the spread and damage of COVID-19, and 
are necessary to protect our key priorities of supporting and maintaining health and social care 
services, keeping education and childcare services open and protecting the most vulnerable 
members of our communities. 

As the Deputy will be aware, on 29 June, Government announced the next phase of reopen-
ing the economy and society in line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead and signifi-
cant parts of our society and economy have now reopened.   

Government decision-making on public health measures has been informed by public 
health, economic and social impact assessments which have been undertaken on an ongoing 
basis throughout the pandemic with inputs from across Government to understand and assess 
both the impacts of the pandemic and the impacts of the restrictions imposed to manage it.

The HSE has also examined the impact of the pandemic and the societal restrictions on 
health and wellbeing on service capacity and delivery and has presented a plan for health care 
and population health recovery arising from COVID-19. This paper can be found online: www.
hse.ie/eng/about/who/qid/covid-19-qi-learning/qi-resources-to-support-learning-from-cov-
id19/covid-19-pandemic-impact-paper-2021.pdf 

Significant progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent months due to the 
huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved lives and limited 
the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent months we must 
continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health guidelines.

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB05000Health Service Executive
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27/07/2021WRBBBBBB051002583. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health when full services will be 
re-established following the HSE cyber-attack; when the HSE will be in a position to respond to 
Parliamentary Questions; when full data will be made available daily in relation to Covid-19 in-
cluding the daily numbers tested, deaths, positivity rates and so on; the reason the cyber-attack 
prevents the HSE from answering questions on matters of policy decisions; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [38281/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBB05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The core of the HSE IT infrastructure is 
now available including all networks, domain access, Citrix, internet, mobile phone and limited 
remote access.

Email has broadly been restored to all users however there are still a number of users who 
still have issues.

As the priority systems which are the backbone of the HSE ICT infrastructure are restored 
there will be a long tail of ancillary systems and system integrations to be restored which will 
impact HSE services. It will be September before this restoration work is completed.

The HSE CIDR surveillance system (which collates and report cases, deaths, outbreaks, 
positivity rates etc) is now restored again post the cyber-attack and the cases notified since the 
14th of May are currently being uploaded on the system.  Full reporting should be restored in 
the next two weeks.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC00200Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC003002584. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Health when he expects NIAC and 
HSE approval for Covid-19 vaccination of children aged 12 to 15 to be approved; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [38282/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC004002604. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health if consideration will be given 
to vaccinating high risk under 18s given EU vaccine clearance for the 12 years plus age group. 
[38335/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC005002628. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health if there are plans to roll out 
vaccination to the 12 to 15-year old age cohort following the recent approval by the EMA of a 
vaccine (details supplied) for use in this cohort; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[38441/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC006002629. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health if there are plans to roll out 
vaccination to the 12 to 15-year old age cohort following the recent approval by the EMA of a 
vaccine (details supplied) for use for those in this cohort with underlying conditions; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [38442/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC007002687. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if consideration will be 
given to opening up the Covid-19 vaccination programme to those under the age of 16 years 
with underlying health conditions; if he will provide a timeline for same; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [38786/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC008002717. Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for Health  when Covid-19 vaccinations 
will be approved by NIAC for 12 to 15 year-olds; and when they will receive them (details sup-
plied). [38879/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC00900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2584, 
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2604, 2628, 2629, 2687 and 2717 together.

Ireland welcomes the EMA age extension recommendation for the COVID-19 vaccine 
Comirnaty to include use in children aged 12 to 15. The National Immunisation Advisory Com-
mittee are reviewing the matter and will make a recommendation as appropriate. Currently, 
Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccination Programme is administering vaccines to those aged 16+.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC01000Health Services

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC011002585. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health if he will advise on the case of 
a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38283/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC01200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC01300Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC014002586. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if it is a requirement for all 
pharmacists administering a vaccine (details supplied) to follow the standard operating proce-
dures in relation to confirming consent which requires pharmacists to ensure that all vaccine 
recipients are made fully aware of benefits and risks of vaccine and side effects; if all pharma-
cists are following the procedure; if pharmacists have received necessary training; if they are in 
receipt of all relevant data and have been made fully aware of the full range of side effects and 
benefits of the vaccine as necessary to follow the procedure and ensure informed consent; the 
actions that can be taken in cases in which a pharmacist fails to follow the procedure in relation 
to confirming informed consent; the training pharmacists have received; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [38284/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC01500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC01600Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC017002587. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if those who have received 
one dose of an EMA approved Covid-19 vaccine who have also recovered from Covid-19 in the 
previous six months are considered fully vaccinated given the HSE Covid Bulletins 22 and 23 
pages 2 and 3 respectively imply that the HSE is not operating this advice and using a two dose 
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system for this group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38293/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC01800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland’s COVID-19 vaccination pro-
gramme strategy is to distribute all available vaccines as quickly as is operationally possible, 
prioritising those who are most vulnerable to COVID-19. The programme is based on the prin-
ciples of safety, effectiveness and fairness, with the objective of reducing severe illness, hospi-
talisations and deaths from COVID-19 infection.

The immunisation programme in Ireland is based on the advice of the National Immunisa-
tion Advisory Committee (NIAC). The Committee’s recommendations are based on the preva-
lence of the relevant disease in Ireland and international best practices in relation to immunisa-
tion. It makes recommendations on vaccination policy to my Department. The NIAC review all 
data relating to COVID-19 vaccines on a rolling basis.

Following the recommendation for use of vaccines against COVID-19 by the European 
Medicines Agency (EMA) and authorisation for use by the European Commission, the NIAC 
develops guidance for their use in Ireland which is contained in the Immunisation Guidelines 
for Ireland. These guidelines are continuously updated and include guidance on all new vac-
cines as they are approved for use in Ireland.

You can read the guidelines at:

www.hse.ie/eng/health/immunisation/hcpinfo/guidelines/covid19.pdf.

The guidelines advise that those diagnosed with COVID-19 within the previous nine months, 
aged under 50 years and not immunocompromised are considered fully vaccinated after receiv-
ing a single dose. It is advised that those aged under 50 years and immunocompromised and 
those aged older than 50 should receive a full vaccine regimen. 

The HSE will continue to offer all people a second dose, regardless of a positive COVID-19 
test. The option will remain for individuals to choose not to take their second dose if they so 
wish.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC01900Health Services

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC020002588. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the number of hospital beds 
across the health service; the number of ICU and critical care beds; and the number of mental 
health beds across the health service. [38294/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC021002590. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the existing capacity of the 
healthcare service. [38296/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2588 
and 2590 together.

Based on provisional data provided by the HSE in April, there was an average of 11,171 
inpatient beds and 2,262 day beds/places open in acute hospitals during 2021 from January to 
the end of March. The Deputy can find further details in this regard in the Department’s Open 
Beds Report for March 2021, which was published online earlier this month: www.gov.ie/en/
publication/c17a6-department-of-health-open-beds-report-for-march-2021/.

The Government has funded significant initiatives across the health service to expand ca-
pacity, allocating €600m to the HSE Winter Plan 2020/21. An additional 834 acute beds over 
the number of beds on 1 January 2020 have been delivered, with 229 more expected by the end 
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of this year. In addition, 73 sub-acute beds have been added with 40 more planned by the end 
of 2021.

At the start of last year, permanent adult critical care capacity in Ireland stood at 255 beds, 
according to the National Office of Clinical Audit. Funding for a further 40 adult critical care 
beds was provided as part of the response to Covid-19 in March 2020. A Strategic Plan for 
Critical Care was noted by Government in December 2020. This Plan aims to increase capacity 
to 321 by end-2021 and to 446 in the longer term. Funding of €52m provided for 2021 will see 
the 40 beds provided in 2020 retained permanently and a further 26 added, to bring permanent 
baseline capacity to 321 by the end of 2021. The HSE has advised that 42 of these 66 beds are 
now open, bringing baseline capacity to 297, with the number open on any particular day fluc-
tuating as a result of a variety of factors.

The details requested by the Deputy in relation to the number of beds across all types of hos-
pitals (i.e., including non-acute beds), the number of mental health beds, and the overall capac-
ity of the healthcare service are operational matters and require information to be provided by 
the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to 
access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which 
has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, 
and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of 
the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to 
PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC02300Health Services

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC024002589. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of adding 
additional hospital beds, ICU and critical care beds and mental health beds to the health service 
by the individual cost of each bed. [38295/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Several factors determine the capital 
cost of a bed. These include the nature of the bed (day case, long-term stay, etc.), and the bed’s 
location (within an existing facility, within a new extension to an existing facility, etc.).  As 
such, there is no one capital cost for providing an additional bed.

A recent review of bed costings determined an average capital cost per bed to be in the re-
gion of:

Non Acute Bed - €0.35m to €0.45m

Acute Bed - €0.50m - €0.8m

Critical Care Bed - €1.40m to €1.80m

The estimates exclude any significant enabling works e.g. decant costs as well as other ac-
commodation that may be required to support this additional capacity e.g. diagnostics, theatre 
space etc. Capital costs are naturally subject to variations with some sites requiring more invest-
ment depending on location, project scale, complexity of the site, existing infrastructure, site 
conditions, design etc. Costs per bed will vary depending on the size of the proposed develop-
ment. Economies of scale would impact on the per bed cost.

  Question No. 2590 answered with Question No. 2588.
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27/07/2021WRCCCCCC02700Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC028002591. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of establish-
ing additional CAMHS units by unit. [38297/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is not possible to provide a cost on a 
‘CAMHS Unit. The costs for such a unit will depend entirely on the size of the unit, location, 
associated services required etc. In addition the cost of such a unit must be considered in terms 
not only of the build costs but also in terms of the cost of staffing and running such a unit. Again 
the scale of the unit proposed is an obvious factor.

In terms of previous such projects being progressed by the HSE, a 22 bed residential unit 
(including a school) was completed for a total project cost of €14.54m. the base date for these 
costs was approximately 2013 which would give an approximate current day cost of €22m with 
a base date of Q2 2020.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC03000Health Services

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC031002592. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health the current guidance to pub-
lic health nurses on conducting development checks for new babies and mothers; if the service 
is still fully available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38298/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC03300Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC034002593. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an update on 
his Department’s 2021 output target to establish a nursing home expert panel and report with a 
view to developing a bill to enhance the regulation and oversight of nursing homes, including 
increased enforcement powers and the establishment of licensing framework for the profes-
sional home support providers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38299/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): In August 2020, 
the Nursing Home Expert Panel (NHEP) report was published which contained 86 recommen-
dations, across 15 thematic areas, many of which will require legislative measures to imple-
ment. HIQA also submitted a paper outlining a number of suggested amendments to the legisla-
tion governing the operation of designated centres for older people.

Having regard to the NHEP recommendations, learning from the pandemic and HIQA’s 
suggested regulatory enhancements, the Minister for Health and I approved a two-phased ap-
proach to examining the legislation with a view to proposing enhancements to the primary and 
secondary legislation governing nursing homes.

It is envisaged that phase 1 will bring forward interim enhancements to the primary legis-
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lative framework to, amongst other things, enhance the governance and oversight of nursing 
homes and improve the reporting of key operational data to support national planning in an in-
tegrated way and improve the information available. In January 2021 the Government approved 
the inclusion of a Health (Amendment) Bill 2021 on its legislative agenda. It is expected that, 
subject to Government approval draft Heads of Bill will be published by the end of the year.

In addition, secondary legislation will be drafted to enhance the current regulations in rela-
tion to a number of areas including infection prevention and control, governance and manage-
ment and staffing.

A bilateral project group, established in October 2020 and comprising representatives from 
the Department and HIQA, is supporting the legislative process.

A wider review of the regulatory framework, phase 2, will commence in the second half of 
2022, taking into account a programme of longer-term strategic reform considerations arising 
from inter alia pandemic learning with a view to exploring moving towards a service licensing 
system. HIQA has been requested to undertake an up-to-date international evidence review of 
nursing home regulatory models to support and inform the wider review. Engagement between 
the Department and HIQA on the research proposal and methodology is ongoing.

In relation to the home support sector, the Department is currently developing a regula-
tory framework for home support providers with the aim of ensuring that all service users are 
provided with a standard, high quality level of care. This framework will comprise (i) primary 
legislation for the licensing of public and private home support providers; (ii) minimum re-
quirements (regulations); and HIQA National Standards for Home Support Services.

On 27 April 2021, Government gave approval to draft a General Scheme and Heads of a 
Bill to establish a licensing framework for home support providers. This will be progressed as 
a priority by the Department with a view to bringing it through the Houses of the Oireachtas at 
the earliest opportunity.

It is expected that the primary legislation will give the Minister for Health the power to make 
regulations in respect of minimum requirements which will form the criteria against which a 
provider’s eligibility to hold a licence will be determined.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC03600Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC037002594. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if the recently announced reforms 
to the nursing home support scheme include any distinction between land which is farmed ver-
sus land which is leased; if so, the different treatments that would apply; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [38300/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC038002595. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if children of farmers that inherit 
land from a parent who has land and entitlements leased to a non-relative under the tax incen-
tive scheme are to be afforded the same proposed three year capping at 7.5% as other inheritors 
whose parents did not lease out land under the recently announced reforms to the nursing home 
support scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38301/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 2594 and 2595 together.

The Nursing Homes Support Scheme, commonly referred to as the Fair Deal Scheme, has 
been in operation for over 10 years and there is broad agreement that the Scheme operates well 
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and continues to provide appropriate financial assistance where it is required.

However, it is recognised that the Act, as it was, did not place caps on the financial assess-
ment of family owned and operated farms or businesses when calculating the means to pay for 
nursing home care. This placed a potentially onerous burden on family successors and could 
challenge the future viability of these productive assets.

Therefore, the Department of Health proposed a policy change to the Scheme, to cap contri-
butions based on farm and business assets at three years where an appointed family successor 
commits to working the productive asset for a period of 6 years. To be considered for the 3-year 
cap, the proposed legislation requires that an asset owned by an applicant for the Scheme, or 
recently transferred to a family member, is a productive family asset that has been actively 
worked by a family member for a significant period of time in advance of the person entering 
care.

Where an applicant retired and ceased working the farm or business themselves prior to 
entering long-term care, it is expected that their partner or a family successor will have taken 
over from them. In order to acknowledge the fact that many older people will have reduced 
their engagement in the family farm or business, but that a successor may not have taken over 
immediately, it is only required that the farm or business was worked by the applicant, their 
partner, or a family successor, for three of the five years preceding admission to long-term care, 
and this time need not be continuous.

Although land mobility has been a policy objective of various agricultural reliefs since the 
1990s, the policy intent of the Nursing Homes Support Scheme is to protect family farms and 
businesses that will remain within the family as a source of employment and income into the 
future, and to ensure the future viability of these productive assets. This policy would not be 
advanced if income from leasing arrangements was included in the cap.

There is no prohibition of leasing arrangements in the Bill and individuals who lease their 
farms can continue to avail of the Nursing Homes Support Scheme. However, as previously 
stated, assets that are leased will not be covered by the reliefs provided for under the new Act 
and both the value of these assets and the income derived from the leasing arrangements will 
continue to be assessed as part of the financial assessment for the scheme.

I am pleased to say that the Nursing Homes Support Scheme (Amendment) Bill has now 
passed all stages of the Dáil and Seanad, and was enacted last week. The Act is required to come 
into operation 90 days from its enactment; in October 2021.

  Question No. 2595 answered with Question No. 2594.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC04100Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC042002596. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if he will address concerns in 
relation to a child (details supplied) who has been waiting six years for orthodontic treatment; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38302/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services.Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
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the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC04400Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC045002597. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the number of psychologists cur-
rently assigned to the CAMHS team in Ballymun, Dublin; his plans to reassign any psycholo-
gist based there; when a replacement will be expected; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [38303/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC04700National Children’s Hospital

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC048002598. Deputy Dessie Ellis asked the Minister for Health the variance to the budget by ex-
pense category of the new national children’s hospital in tabular form in view of the reports that 
it is set to cost €1.7 billion, up from the original estimated cost of circa €400 million; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [38304/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The previous Government approved 
an investment decision of €1.433bn for the capital project, which is €450m more than advised 
to Government in April 2017. This includes all of the capital costs for the main hospital at St 
James’s Hospital campus, the two Outpatient Departments and Urgent Care Centres at Con-
nolly Hospital, Blanchardstown and Tallaght University Hospital campuses, equipment for the 
three sites, and the construction of the carpark and retail spaces.

In addition to the capital project there is a broader programme of activity including new ICT 
and electronic health record development, and the integration and transfer of the services of the 
three children’s hospitals to the new sites which will bring a total overall programme cost of 
€1.73bn.

There are several items not included in this figure as there was no price certainly for them 
and nor can there be for the duration of the project, including excessive construction inflation 
(>4%) and the impact of Covid-19.

The table below outlines in tabular format the variance to the provisional budget on 2017 to 
the current budget, approved in 2018.

Table 21: Escalation in costs of the National Children’s Hospital by Item 2017-2018go-
vacc.per.gov.ie/wp-content/uploads/Periodic-Report-No.6-Final-Oct-2018-May-2019.pdf

Item  2017 Costs €m 2018 Costs €m 

 Decant  16  14.5

 Aspergillus  6.8  5.8
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Item  2017 Costs €m 2018 Costs €m 

 Main NCH  637  890

 Less Value Engineering  -66

 Net Main NCH construction  571  890

 Outpatient & Urgent Care Centres  38 53.4

Sub Total 631.8 963.7

 VAT  85.3  130.1

Gross Construction Costs  717.1  1093.8

Equipping  71.6 87.9 

 Planning  14.9  13.6

 Design Team Fees  43.7  71.3

 Risk/Contingency  39  51.3

 NPH Project costs  52  66.04

 Other Costs Sub Total  221.1 290.1 

VAT (excluding construction)  44.7 49 

Sub Total Gross Other Costs 265.9 339.1 

 Capital Build Sub Total  983  1.433bn

 Children’s Research & Innovation Centre  86  86

 ICT  88  97

 Children’s Hospital Integration Pro-
gramme

 86  86

Electronic Healthcare Record  52  52

Mater Campus  40  40

Sub Total  284  293

Grand Total  1.26bn 1.7bn

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC05000Abortion Services

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC051002599. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the terms of reference of 
the review of the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018; the membership 
of the review group; when it is anticipated that the review will be published; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [38305/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC052002650. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the details of the review of the 
Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018, which is due to take place not later 
than three years after its commencement under section 7 of the Act; the format this review will 
take; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38649/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC053002933. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the status of the review of the 
Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018; if an independent expert has been 
appointed; if any of the strands have begun; if not, when each of the strands will begin; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39662/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2599, 
2650 and 2933 together.

The Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 was signed into law on 20 
December 2018 and commenced on 1 January 2019. Section 7 of the Act states that “The Min-
ister shall, not later than 3 years after the commencement of this section, carry out a review of 
the operation of this Act”.

The review is being progressed this year. At this stage I anticipate that the review will take 
a three-part approach to reviewing the operation of the Act, with strands focusing on service 
users, service providers and a public consultation.
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Research to inform the service user and service provider strands will be commissioned and 
carried out independently, and a public consultation will be held.

Upon completion, a full report with any necessary recommendations, will be submitted to 
me, as Minister, for consideration.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC05500Hospital Staff

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC056002600. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the staffing levels in each de-
partment at Navan Hospital including the emergency department in February 2020; and if he 
will provide a detailed account of the month-on-month reduction in staff numbers and health-
care services over the past seven months. [38285/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC05800Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC059002601. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the progress being made 
in relation to making zolgensma gene therapy available in Ireland; the outcome of the health 
technology assessment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38330/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC060002786. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health when zolgensma gene 
therapy will be approved for reimbursement for the treatment of spinal muscular atrophy; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39158/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC06100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2601 
and 2786 together.

The HSE has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medi-
cines under the community drugs schemes, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply 
of Medical Goods) Act 2013.

In line with the 2013 Health Act and the national framework agreed with industry, if a 
company would like a medicine to be reimbursed by the HSE, the company must submit an 
application to the HSE to have the new medicine added to the reimbursement list.  Reimburse-
ment is for licensed indications which have been granted market authorisation by the European 
Medicines Agency or the Health Products Regulatory Authority.

In making a relevant reimbursement decision, the HSE is required under the Act to have re-
gard to a number of criteria, including efficacy, the health needs of the public, cost effectiveness 
and potential or actual budget impact.

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(NCPE).
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I am advised by the HSE that, in April 2020, the NCPE received a reimbursement applica-
tion dossier for Onasemnogene abeparvovec (Zolgensma). On 13 May 2020, the NCPE com-
pleted a rapid review with respect to this application and recommended a full Health Technol-
ogy Assessment (HTA) to assess the clinical effectiveness and cost effectiveness of Zolgensma 
compared with the current standard of care.

The HTA was undertaken as a part of the Beneluxa collaboration between Ireland, the Neth-
erlands and Belgium, with Austria acting as a reviewer in the Belgian procedure.

The HTA was completed in May 2021 and pricing/reimbursement negotiations have com-
menced July 2021.

A final decision on the pricing/reimbursement application for Zolgensma will be made in 
accordance with the 2013 Health Act.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC06200Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC063002602. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the reason no pharmacy in west 
County Cavan has been allowed to join the vaccine roll-out scheme; the reason there is no 
centralised booking system within the pharmacy vaccine roll-out which has resulted in persons 
being able to book more than one slot on a waiting list; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [38333/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCC06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD00200Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD003002603. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health his plans for the estab-
lishment of a public inquiry into each individual death from Covid-19 in nursing homes as 
recommended by the Houses of the Oireachtas Special Committee on Covid-19 Response; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [38334/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Health In-
formation and Quality Authority, HIQA, is the statutory independent regulator in place for the 
nursing home sector, whether a HSE managed or a private nursing home. The Authority, estab-
lished under the Health Act 2007, has significant and wide-ranging powers up to and includ-
ing withdrawing the registration of a nursing home facility, which means that it can no longer 
operate as a service provider. This responsibility is underpinned by a comprehensive quality 
framework comprising of Registration Regulations, Care and Welfare Regulations and National 
Quality Standards. 

 HIQA, in discharging its duties, determines through examination of all information avail-
able to it, including site inspections, whether a nursing homes meets the regulations in order 
to achieve and maintain its registration status.  Should a nursing home be deemed to be non-
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compliant with the Regulations and the National Quality Standards, it may either fail to achieve 
or lose its registration status. In addition, the Chief Inspector has wide discretion in deciding 
whether to impose conditions of Registration on nursing homes. 

The Deputy will be aware that the Nursing Homes Expert was established, on foot of a 
NPHET recommendation, to examine the complex issues surrounding the management of CO-
VID-19 among this particularly vulnerable cohort. This Expert Panel report has added further 
to our knowledge and learning. This report clearly outlines the key protective measures that we 
must ensure are in place across our nursing homes. These actions are based on learning from 
our own and the international experience of COVID-19 to date. The report also recommends 
additional analysis and examination of the relevant public health and other data sets in order 
that further causal and protective factors for COVID-19 clusters are identified.  HIQA and the 
Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) recently jointly published an “Analysis of fac-
tors associated with outbreaks of SARS-CoV-2 in nursing homes in Ireland”, delivering on rec-
ommendation 6.7 of the Expert Panel report, to further the learning from the pandemic. Further 
data analysis work and learning will also continue, in line with other recommendations of the 
Expert Panel, although these have been affected by the recent cyberattack on the health system.

Work to progress the recommendations of the Expert Panel report, particularly those recom-
mendations requiring a priority focus in the response to COVID-19, is ongoing across all of the 
health agencies and stakeholders. Continued learning and understanding of progression of the 
disease in Ireland is an integral part of those recommendations.

At a broader level, there has been significant and ongoing consideration of this impact since 
the start of the pandemic, with various examinations and development of reports with a focus 
on COVID-19, its impact on nursing homes and the pandemic learnings that can inform future 
policy, regulation and the model of care for older persons. There has been a very clear national 
commitment to continue to learn from the pandemic as the national and international under-
standing of the virus evolves, and where necessary to ensure that the public health-led approach 
evolves, as evidence and learning materialises. Findings of these reports confirm that the very 
infectious nature of COVID-19 makes it difficult to prevent and control in residential care set-
tings.  The reports produced nationally identify findings consistent with international evidence, 
which have highlighted that the probability of COVID-19 introduction into nursing home de-
pends on the levels of the disease circulating in the community, with a higher risk associated 
with higher incidence rates in the community.

 While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of the vaccination pro-
gramme, and the current situation in nursing homes is broadly stable, the prevalence of the 
more transmissible Delta variant is rapidly increasing in Ireland and this poses a significant risk, 
in particular to those who are not yet fully protected though vaccination.  It must be recognised 
that the pandemic has not concluded and at this time a priority focus of Government remains 
on the ongoing management of the COVID-19 response, to ensure that the positive gains now 
been experienced are preserved, and that those most vulnerable to the virus continue to be safe-
guarded, having regard to the residual risk.

I am very aware that there are many situations where we can learn by listening to families. 
While we are still dealing with a degree of risk in nursing homes due to COVID-19, we are 
continuing to look at options which may be available to the State in relation to listening to the 
voices of those who have lost a loved one.

  Question No. 2604 answered with Question No. 2584.
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27/07/2021WRDDDDDD00600State Bodies

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD007002605. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the reason for suspending ac-
tivity of the North Inner City Drug and Alcohol Taskforce. [38345/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD008002666. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health if he will elaborate on the gov-
ernance shortcomings in the operations of the North Inner City Drug and Alcohol Taskforce 
communicated in a letter (details supplied) to members of the taskforce; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [38696/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD009002667. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health the legal basis for the suspen-
sion of the North Inner City Drug and Alcohol Task Force; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [38697/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD010002672. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Health the specific points upon 
which the suspension of the  North Inner City Drugs and Alcohol Task Force is based; the evi-
dence which has been used for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38738/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD011002686. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the reason his Department sus-
pended the activities of the  North Inner City Drugs and Alcohol Task Force and is putting in 
place its own process to appoint a chairperson and to broaden the membership of the task force; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38785/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD012003049. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health the governance shortcomings 
in the North Inner-City Drug and Alcohol Task Force that his Department has recently identi-
fied; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40103/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 2605, 2666, 2667, 2672, 2686 and 3049 together.

Drug and Alcohol Task Forces play a key role in the implementation of the national drugs 
strategy, Reducing Harm Supporting Recovery 2017-2015. Action 50 in the strategy seeks to 
improve accountability across the statutory, community and voluntary sectors and strengthen 
the task force model. This action will be delivered by ensuring that task forces have proper ar-
rangements in place for the selection and renewal of the chairperson and members of the task 
forces and have proper procedures in place for addressing conflicts of interest. 

The task force handbook sets out the chairperson’s role to lead the task force and to facilitate 
its meetings.. The chairperson’s independence must clearly be established and evident in the 
manner in which the business of the task force is conducted. It is important therefore, that the 
chairperson appointed by the task force is not directly connected with any of the projects being 
funded by the task force. It is also important that there is complete transparency in the arrange-
ments put in place by task forces for the selection process and appointment of the chairperson. 

The North Inner City Drug and Alcohol Task Force has an annual allocation of €2.2 million 
in funds from the Department of Health. The Department has worked very cooperatively with 
the task force in recent years to enhance its contribution to the North East Inner City Initiative. 
At the start of 2021, the outgoing chairperson of the task force and the Department agreed ar-
rangements to be put in place for the selection and appointment of the chairperson. Regrettably, 
the agreed process for selecting and appointing an independent chairperson was not followed. 
The Department wrote to the task force to highlight its concerns and to invite the task force to 
engage with the Department on this matter. 

I strongly believe that it is the collective membership of the task force alone that should 



27 July 2021

1245

appoint a chairperson, and not the limited company associated with the task force. I ask for the 
cooperation of all stakeholders to put in place appropriate governance procedures for the North 
Inner City task force.   

  Question No. 2606 answered with Question No. 1427.

  Question No. 2607 answered with Question No. 1882.

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD01600Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD017002608. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health his estimate of the cost in 2022 
and in a full year of ensuring that staff working in the 300 section 39 organisations covered un-
der pay restoration have their pay raised to parity with equivalent workers in public sector and 
section 38 organisations. [38360/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD01800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Section 39 agencies are agencies under 
Section 39 of the Health Act 2004 where the HSE provides a grant to allow the agency to pro-
vide services similar or ancillary to the HSE. Staff in these section 39 organisations were not 
subject to the provisions of FEMPI legislation and therefore did not receive those cuts that were 
applied to the pay of public servants.  They were not and are not party to the Public Service 
Agreements and are therefore not covered by the pay restoration provided for in these Agree-
ments.  While it is understood that pay savings were made by the organisations, the precise mix 
of pay cuts or other savings measures will have varied.

In October 2018, an agreement was reached by the parties at the Workplace Relations Com-
mission in relation to a process of pay restoration for staff employed in a pilot group of 50 sec-
tion 39 organisations who are funded by way of a Service Level Agreement (SLA). A further 
WRC engagement followed in December 2020 in relation to a final phase of 250 SLA funded 
organisations who were identified as part of the earlier agreement. 

Pay restoration was applicable to Section 39 organisations who met certain criteria, rather 
than types of individual workers that are employed in them. The list of section 39 organisations 
that was compiled, included only agencies that had service arrangements in place back in 2013 
and that were still under service arrangements in 2019. Only organisations who received in 
excess of an agreed, specified amount from the HSE by way of the SLA process were included.  

It must be acknowledged that Section 39 organisations are privately owned and run and that 
their terms and conditions of employment, once in line with employment legislation, are strictly 
between the employer and the employee and lie beyond the remit of the Department of Health. 
It also should be acknowledged that the process agreed to was that of pay restoration of cuts 
that had been previously imposed and not pay parity for equivalent workers in public sector and 
section 38 organisations.

Pay restoration is absolutely limited and only applicable to those included in the initial 
WRC agreement. I can also confirm that there is no scope to revisit the eligibility criteria for the 
process and that the process has reached a final resolution.

  Question No. 2609 answered with Question No. 1884.

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD02000Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD021002610. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health the measures that 
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will be put in place by his Department to ensure that cross-Border workers who availed of the 
Covid-19 vaccine in the Northern Ireland will be included in the roll-out of the EU Digital CO-
VID Certificate in this State. [38363/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD022002656. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if cross-Border workers vac-
cinated in the North will receive a European vaccine certificate; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [38663/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD023002665. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if persons resident in this 
State who have been fully vaccinated in Northern Ireland with a European Medicines Agency 
approved vaccine will be entitled to a vaccine certificate; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [38686/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD024002862. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the process by which Irish 
citizens that reside in the Republic of Ireland but work in Northern Ireland and have been fully 
vaccinated in Northern Ireland can apply for the EU Digital COVID Certificate; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39415/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD025002885. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health if Irish citizens and their family 
members who have been vaccinated in Northern Ireland will be eligible for the Digital COVID 
Certificate in (EU) 2021/953 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39479/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD026002988. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health the way in which cross-border 
workers who are residing in the Republic of Ireland but working in Northern Ireland and who 
have received their vaccinations in Northern Ireland can access the EU Digital COVID Certifi-
cate (details supplied). [39785/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD027003289. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health if Irish citizens living in North-
ern Ireland that have been fully vaccinated with an approved EMA vaccine will be entitled to 
the EU Digital COVID Certificate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41267/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2610, 
2656, 2665, 2862, 2885, 2988 and 3289 together.

The Digital COVID Certificate Regulation is intended to facilitate people’s fundamental 
right to move and reside freely and help to support the lifting of restrictions currently in place 
in a coordinated manner within the EU.

As the Minister for Health, I am supporting the work of my Department in collaborating 
with relevant Departments under the leadership of the Department of Taoiseach to assist in the 
on-going implementation of the EU Digital COVID Certificates.

Arrangements for provision of vaccination certificates to persons not vaccinated in Ireland, 
including Irish citizens vaccinated in Northern Ireland, will be considered once the initial roll-
out is in place.

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD02900Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD030002611. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the details of the recom-
mendation made by the HSE drugs group in its May 2021 meeting regarding the reimbursement 
of patisiran; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38387/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD031002613. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health when the HSE executive 
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management team will meet to consider the recommendation of the drugs group regarding the 
reimbursement application of patisiran; when the treatment will be made available to patients 
in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38397/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2611 
and 2613 together.

The HSE has statutory responsibility for decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medi-
cines under the community drugs schemes, in accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply 
of Medical Goods) Act 2013. In line with the 2013 Health Act and the national framework 
agreed with industry, a company must submit an application to the HSE to have a new medicine 
added to the reimbursement list.

Reimbursement is for licensed indications which have been granted market authorisation by 
the European Medicines Agency or the Health Products Regulatory Authority. HSE decisions 
on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, scientific and eco-
nomic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics (NCPE).

The HSE has advised that it received an application in December 2018 for the reimburse-
ment of Patisiran (Onpattro) for the treatment of hereditary transthyretin-mediated amyloidosis 
(hATTR amyloidosis) in adult patients with stage 1 or stage 2 polyneuropathy.

In January 2019, a full health technology assessment (HTA) with respect to this indication 
was commissioned by the HSE. This assessment was completed in February 2020, with the 
NCPE recommending that Patisiran not be considered for reimbursement unless cost-effective-
ness could be improved relative to existing treatments.

On 22 June 2021, following extensive engagement by the HSE with the applicant company, 
the HSE Executive Management Team considered the HSE Drugs Group recommendation with 
respect to Patisiran and have supported hospital pricing approval for the drug, subject to the 
implementation of a managed access programme.

The HSE further advises that they will now develop and implement the required managed 
access programme, in order for all eligible patients with hereditary transthyretin-mediated amy-
loidosis (hATTR amyloidosis) with stage 1 or stage 2 polyneuropathy to access treatment with 
Patisiran in the near future.

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD03300Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD034002612. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health if Access to Psychological Ser-
vice Ireland will be replicated in all CHO areas; if so, the CHO areas; if not, the reason; if it will 
be accessible to persons under 18 years of age; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[38390/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.
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  Question No. 2613 answered with Question No. 2611.

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD03700Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD038002614. Deputy Michael Ring asked the Minister for Health when a system will be put in 
place to ensure more accurate vaccinations administered (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [38399/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD04000Medical Aids and Appliances

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD041002615. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Health if he plans to provide some 
of the anticipated 2021 cost savings from the recent HSE medicines management programme 
preferred blood glucose strips for adults with type 1 and type 2 diabetes evaluation to fund the 
provision of the FreeStyle Libre flash glucose monitoring system to persons with diabetes over 
21 years of age based on clinical need; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38402/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD042002916. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will ring-fence some of 
the anticipated 2021 cost savings from the recent HSE medicines management programme pre-
ferred blood glucose strips for adults with type 1 and 2 diabetes evaluation to fund the provision 
of the FreeStyle Libre flash glucose monitoring system to persons with diabetes over 21 years 
of age based on clinical need; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39637/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2615 
and 2916 together.

I have been advised by the HSE that the PCRS has been approached by the Diabetes Clini-
cal Programme to progress the allocation of some of the efficiencies arising from the MMP 
preferred blood glucose strips for funding further priority groups with type 1 Diabetes. Such a 
consideration must be balanced with all of the exigencies placed on the PCRS to remain within 
their budget allocation for 2021 and remains under deliberation.  

Consultant Endocrinologists / Diabetes Nurse Specialists may apply to the HSE, on behalf 
of specific patients, for reimbursement support of FreeStyle Libre Flash Glucose Monitoring 
(FGM) sensors. This includes those persons with eligibility under Community Drug Schemes 
(e.g. medical card holders, those with Long Term Illness eligibility). The application process is 
undertaken by means of a dedicated online portal, which has been operational since 3rd  April 
2018.  In line with the recommendations outlined of the Health Technology Assessment Group, 
access to this product was made available to children and young adults (4 -21 years). However, 
the application process does cater for the Consultant to make an application in very exceptional 
circumstances for a type 1 diabetic patient outside of this group.
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27/07/2021WRDDDDDD04400Medical Aids and Appliances

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD045002616. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Health if a submission for funding 
to provide the FreeStyle Libre flash glucose monitoring system to persons with diabetes over 
21 years of age based on clinical need in the National Service Plan 2021 was received from the 
HSE PCRS; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38403/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD046002617. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Health if he is expecting a submis-
sion for funding from the HSE PCRS to provide the FreeStyle Libre flash glucose monitoring 
system to persons with diabetes over 21 years of age based on clinical need for inclusion in the 
National Service Plan 2022.; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38404/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD047002618. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Health if he has received a sub-
mission from the HSE PCRS recommending that the FreeStyle Libre flash glucose monitoring 
system is made available to persons with diabetes over 21 years of age based on clinical need; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38405/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2616 
to 2618, inclusive, together.

I have not received a funding proposal from the HSE in relation to the FreeStyle Libre flash 
glucose monitoring system. I understand that the review process in relation to this product is 
not yet completed.

  Question No. 2617 answered with Question No. 2616.

  Question No. 2618 answered with Question No. 2616.

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD05100Medical Aids and Appliances

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD052002619. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Health the number of meetings 
that have been held in 2020 and to date in 2021 between the manufacturers of the FreeStyle 
Libre flash glucose monitoring system and the HSE PCRS in relation to making the technology 
available to persons with diabetes over 21 years of age based on clinical need; the outcomes of 
these meetings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38406/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE have advised that there have 
been three meetings held between the manufacturers of the Freestyle Libre system and the Pri-
mary Care Reimbursement Service in this timeframe. At the most recent meeting, the manufac-
turer confirmed that they held sufficient clinical evidence to support a full Health Technology 
Assessment (HTA) process.

The HSE has now commissioned a full HTA to be conducted by the National Centre for 
Pharmacoeconomics (NCPE) in collaboration with the Medicines Management Programme. 
The engagement with the NCPE has commenced as evidenced in recent days with a call for 
patient group submissions.

  Question No. 2620 answered with Question No. 2569.

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD05500Disability Services

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD056002621. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health if the care needs and profes-
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sional services required by a person (details supplied) will be provided by the HSE or sourced 
in the private sector and funded by the HSE; if an assessment for ASD will be arranged imme-
diately; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38410/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDD05700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEEEE00200Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WREEEEEE003002622. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if a reply will issue to corre-
spondence (details supplied) in relation to the school immunisation programme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [38411/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEE00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2623 answered with Question No. 2375.

27/07/2021WREEEEEE00600Disability Services

27/07/2021WREEEEEE007002624. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the number of children 
and young adults on waiting lists in counties Carlow and Kilkenny; the length of time they are 
waiting for services (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38415/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEE00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEEEE00900Primary Care Centres

27/07/2021WREEEEEE010002625. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the progress made on the 
provision of the primary care centre scheduled for Bangor Erris, County Mayo; the timeline for 
delivery of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38418/21]
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27/07/2021WREEEEEE01100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2626 answered with Question No. 2298.

27/07/2021WREEEEEE01300Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WREEEEEE014002627. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if he will immediately ad-
dress the very serious issues raised by relatives of deceased residents in a nursing home (details 
supplied) as a matter of urgency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38434/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEE01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The COVID-19 
pandemic has led to an unprecedented challenge across our health services and none more so 
than in our nursing homes. The pandemic has been a hugely difficult time for all residents, 
relatives, and staff of nursing homes.  While it is undoubtedly important that we learn from 
our responses to the pandemic, it must be recognised that the pandemic has not concluded. At 
this time, a priority focus of Government remains the ongoing management of the COVID-19 
response.

Although significant progress has been made in relation to the roll-out of the vaccination 
programme and the current situation in nursing homes is broadly stable, the prevalence of the 
more transmissible Delta variant is rapidly increasing in Ireland. This poses a significant risk, 
particularly to those who are not yet fully protected though vaccination, which must be man-
aged.

It is also important to recognise that learning from the early stages of the pandemic has 
been integral to the Government’s responses as the pandemic has progressed. The COVID-19 
Nursing Homes Expert Panel considered lessons learned from the initial wave of the pandemic 
in developing recommendations that focus on immediate, short-term actions required for the 
response to COVID-19 as well as on long-term actions required to effect the strategic reform of 
nursing home systems, operation, policy, and legislation.

Continuing the approach of the Expert Panel, the HSE will undertake a detailed analysis 
of the management and outcomes that occurred during COVID-19 pandemic, with lessons for 
causal factors and preparedness for infection prevention and control, in line with recommenda-
tion theme 6 of the Expert Panel’s report. However, unfortunately, given the nature of this work, 
it has been impacted by the cyberattack on the health system. This work further builds on the 
comprehensive joint report, “Analysis of factors associated with outbreaks of SARS-CoV-2 in 
nursing homes in Ireland  ”, published by HIQA and the HPSC in May this year. 

The blend of operational data from the frontline, voluntary surveys’ findings and key stake-
holder feedback also continuously provide insight into the current status of the nursing home 
sector’s response to COVID-19.

The ongoing learning from the pandemic, including consideration of new evidence and in-
formation that emerges nationally and internationally, is critical to the Government’s continued 
response to the pandemic as it evolves.



Questions - Written Answers

1252

While we are still dealing with a degree of risk in nursing homes due to COVID-19, we are 
continuing to look at options which may be available to the State in relation to listening to the 
voices of those who have lost a loved one. 

I am in receipt of the correspondence referred to by the Deputy, and I wish to assure him that 
I have responded directly to this correspondence on 23 July.

  Question No. 2628 answered with Question No. 2584.

  Question No. 2629 answered with Question No. 2584.

27/07/2021WREEEEEE01800Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WREEEEEE019002630. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to further evidence (details supplied) demonstrating the effectiveness of vitamin D in lowering 
the risk and severity of SARS-CoV-2 infection; if NPHET has considered this further evidence; 
the steps he is taking to ensure that this evidence is reflected in public health measures; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [38443/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEE02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Evidence concerning the role of vitamin 
D and vitamin D status in relation to Covid-19, including the research referred to by the Depu-
ty,  is maintained under regular review by the Department and has been considered as part of a 
series of evidence reviews.  In response to a request from the NPHET, the most recent evidence 
review conducted by HIQA of  interventions and health related factors that prevent COVID-19 
infection or minimise progression to severe disease was submitted to NPHET on 12 May 2021 
and published 23 June 2021 on the HIQA website. 

This HIQA review confirmed the previous NPHET assessment of January 2021 that there is 
currently no sufficiently high quality evidence to show that the use of Vitamin D supplementa-
tion prevents COVID-19 or reduces the severity of the disease.

The role of vitamin D in bone and muscle health is well understood and individuals are 
encouraged to follow the Department of Health Guidance accordingly.   Existing guidance on 
vitamin D was updated in November 2020 and advises that adults aged 65 and older should 
take a 15 microgram (600 IU) daily supplement for bone and muscle health.  The NPHET at 
its meeting on 28th January 2021 agreed that efforts should be made to increase awareness of 
existing guidance. Adults spending increased time indoors or those who are housebound or in 
long-term residential care or have dark skin pigmentation are also recommended to take a daily 
vitamin D supplement. These recommendations for the use of vitamin D have been incorpo-
rated into wider messaging, and  communicated across the health service, including nursing 
homes and social care settings, as necessary.

27/07/2021WREEEEEE02100Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WREEEEEE022002631. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the name of the two nursing 
homes concerned and the reasons they were closed by HIQA under section 59 of the Health Act 
2007 as mentioned in the HIQA annual report for 2020; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [38444/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEE02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Health In-
formation and Quality Authority has advised the Department that in 2020 the Chief Inspector 
applied to the District Court under Section 59 of the Health Act 2007, as amended, for an order 
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to cancel the registration of two nursing homes:

-  Donore Nursing Home in Bray 

-  Oaklands Nursing Home in Listowel.

In both cases the Chief Inspector had to demonstrate that there was a serious risk to the 
health and welfare of the residents living in the nursing homes, in contravention of the facilities’ 
statutory obligations.

27/07/2021WREEEEEE02400Health Strategies

27/07/2021WREEEEEE025002632. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the status of the implemen-
tation of action Item 3.13 of the National Breastfeeding Action Plan which pertains to the WHO 
Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[38450/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEE02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this Par-
liamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, mem-
bers of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to 
answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

Promoting an increase in the number of new mothers breastfeeding is a priority in the 
Healthy Ireland Strategic Action plan 2021-2025. Infant formula is needed as not all babies are 
breastfed. 2021 is the year of the 40th anniversary of the adoption of the International Code of 
Marketing of Breast Milk Substitutes which is aimed at protecting children and families from 
inappropriate marketing of breastmilk substitute products. The Code covers infant formula 
products up to the age of 3 years. I am advised that the HSE are working to strengthen compli-
ance with the International Code of Marketing of Breast Milk Substitutes through partnership 
and cross sectoral working.

27/07/2021WREEEEEE02700Equality Issues

27/07/2021WREEEEEE028002633. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the way his Department and pub-
lic bodies and agencies under his remit are implementing Action 16 of the National Disability 
and Inclusion Strategy 2017-2021 (details supplied). [38545/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEE02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Services provided by the Department of 
Health are built with accessibility and universal design principles in all areas where possible, 
ensuring compliance with relevant regulations.

The Department of Health’s website is hosted on the gov.ie central platform managed by the 
Office of the Government Chief Information Office (OGCIO) under the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform. The identification and resolution of compliance issues with web ac-
cessibility guidelines on gov.ie is managed by the OGCIO. I have been informed that ‘Gov.ie’ 
partially complies with the double-A Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 2.1 standards and 
the 4 principles of accessibility (perceivable, operable, understandable and robust). I am also 
informed that the OGCIO continuously review and improve the website including for acces-
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sibility requirements, engaging with other content owners in appropriate circumstances.

The implementation of Action 16 of the National Disability and Inclusion Strategy 2017-
2021 by public bodies under the aegis of the Department of Health is detailed within the Strat-
egy as an area of responsibility for each individual public body and is therefore an operational 
matter for those bodies concerned.

27/07/2021WREEEEEE03000Equality Issues

27/07/2021WREEEEEE031002634. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the way his Department and pub-
lic bodies and agencies under his remit are implementing Action 32 of the National Disability 
and Inclusion Strategy 2017-2021 (details supplied). [38546/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEE03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): There is con-
tinuous engagement by my Department with disability representatives on policy matters. The 
Department of Health’s Disability Consultative Committee meets generally three to four times 
a year. The Health Service Executive holds regular meetings with disability representatives 
through its Disability Consultative Forum. These meetings are an opportunity to hear from dis-
ability representatives on their priorities for services.

These fora are an integral part of a wider consultative process with disability stakeholders 
which oversees and monitors the implementation of the National Disability Inclusion Strategy, 
including the Department of Health’s commitments under that strategy. Under my chairman-
ship, the National Disability Inclusion Strategy Steering Committee, comprising disability rep-
resentatives from the Disability Stakeholder group and departmental officials meets around 
three times a year. The National Disability Inclusion Strategy in turn was developed following 
three separate phases of consultation with disability stakeholders.

The Government welcomes the widespread engagement of disability representative organi-
sations in ongoing discussion of policy and resource matters through channels including those 
listed above, which ensure the voice of people with disabilities is heard in matters affecting 
them.

27/07/2021WREEEEEE03300Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WREEEEEE034002635. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the measures which have 
been undertaken to empower the Chief Inspector of HIQA to be in a position to take urgent and 
appropriate action in circumstances in which the safety and privacy of nursing home residents 
are reported as high risk; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38567/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEE03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Chief Inspec-
tor of Social Services in the Health Information and Quality Authority, HIQA, is the statutory 
independent regulator in place for the nursing home sector, whether a HSE managed or a pri-
vate nursing home. The Chief Inspector, established under the Health Act 2007, has significant 
and wide-ranging powers up to and including withdrawing the registration of a nursing home 
facility, which means that it can no longer operate as a service provider. This responsibility is 
underpinned by a comprehensive quality framework comprising of Registration Regulations, 
Care and Welfare Regulations and National Quality Standards for older people and national 
standards for infection prevention and control. 

The Chief Inspector, in discharging her duties determines, through examination of all infor-
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mation available to her, including site inspections, whether a nursing homes meets the regula-
tions in order to achieve and maintain its registration status. Should a nursing home be deemed 
to be non-compliant with the Regulations and the National Quality Standards, it may either fail 
to achieve or lose its registration status. In addition, the Chief Inspector has wide discretion in 
deciding whether to impose conditions of registration on nursing homes. I understand that the 
Chief Inspector takes a risk based approach to regulation, prioritising regulatory activities and 
resources for monitoring, inspection and enforcement, based on the assessment of the risk that 
the regulated services pose. 

It is also important to recognise that learning from the early stages of the pandemic has 
been integral to the Government’s responses as the pandemic has progressed. The COVID-19 
Nursing Homes Expert Panel considered lessons learned from the initial wave of the pandemic 
in developing recommendations that focus on immediate, short-term actions required for the 
response to COVID-19 as well as on long-term actions required to effect the strategic reform of 
nursing home systems, operation, policy, and legislation.

In addition, having regard to the NHEP recommendations, learning from the pandemic and 
HIQA’s suggested regulatory enhancements, the Minister for Health and I approved a two-
phased approach to examining the legislation with a view to proposing interim enhancements 
to the primary and secondary legislation governing nursing homes in phase 1, with a primary 
focus on enforcement, governance, oversight and certain regulatory areas including infection 
prevention and control. It is expected that, subject to Government approval draft Heads of Bill 
will be published by the end of the year.

I expect phase 2, which will be a comprehensive review of the regulatory framework to 
formally commence in the second half of 2022. In the meantime, the Minister for Health and I 
have commissioned an international evidence review of nursing home regulatory models which 
will assist and provide evidence to inform the planned comprehensive review. 

27/07/2021WREEEEEE03600Legislative Measures

27/07/2021WREEEEEE037002636. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the measures that have been 
taken to date since the publication of the HIQA 2020 annual report (details supplied) to prepare 
or enact their suggested interim amendments to the Health Act 2007; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [38568/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEE03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Under the Health 
Act 2007, HIQA has significant and wide-ranging powers, up to and including the cancellation 
of registration of a designated centre where it has concerns about the quality of governance 
and oversight in such a service.  Under the Act HIQA’s role is to develop standards, inspect 
and review health and social care services and support informed decisions on how services are 
delivered.  HIQA is responsible for monitoring, inspecting and registering all nursing homes in 
Ireland to ensure that residents are safe and receive a high quality of care.   

In August 2020, the Nursing Home Expert Panel (NHEP) report was published which con-
tained 86 recommendations, across 15 thematic areas, many of which will require legislative 
measures to implement.   HIQA also submitted a paper outlining a number of suggested amend-
ments to the legislation governing the operation of designated centres for older people.

Having regard to the NHEP recommendations, learning from the pandemic and HIQA’s 
suggested regulatory enhancements, Minister Donnelly and I approved a two-phased approach 
to examining the legislation with a view to proposing enhancements to the primary and second-



Questions - Written Answers

1256

ary legislation governing nursing homes.

It is envisaged that phase 1 will bring forward interim enhancements to the primary legis-
lative framework to, amongst other things, enhance the governance and oversight of nursing 
homes and improve the reporting of key operational data to support national planning in an inte-
grated way and improve the information available.  In January 2021 the Government approved 
the inclusion of a Health (Amendment) Bill 2021 on its legislative agenda. It is expected that, 
subject to Government approval draft Heads of Bill will be published by the end of the year.

In addition, secondary legislation will be drafted to enhance the current regulations in rela-
tion to a number of areas including infection prevention and control, governance and manage-
ment and staffing.

A bilateral project group, established in October 2020 and comprising representatives from 
the Department and HIQA, is supporting the legislative process.  This group, with support of 
legal expertise is undertaking detailed and focused work on the relative legislative proposals.

A wider review of the regulatory framework, phase 2, will commence in the second half of 
2022, taking into account a programme of longer-term strategic reform considerations arising 
from inter alia pandemic learning with a view to exploring moving towards a service licensing 
system. HIQA has been requested to undertake an up-to-date international evidence review of 
nursing home regulatory models to support and inform the wider review. Engagement between 
the Department and HIQA on the research proposal and methodology is ongoing and it is ex-
pected that this research project will commence in 2021.

27/07/2021WREEEEEE03900Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WREEEEEE040002637. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the person or body respon-
sible for the creation of the advertisement for unpaid assistant psychologist roles within the 
HSE services in Dublin north city and County; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[38570/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEE04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEEEE04200Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WREEEEEE043002638. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the number of assistant 
psychologists currently working on a voluntary capacity within the HSE services; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [38571/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEE04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
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IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEEEE04500Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WREEEEEE046002639. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the HSE’s position on the 
recruitment of assistant psychologist in an unpaid capacity by the HSE services; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [38572/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEE04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEEEE04800Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WREEEEEE049002640. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if the results of the review 
into the advertisement for unpaid assistant psychologist roles within the HSE services in Dublin 
north city and County will be made available to the public; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [38573/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEE05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM00200Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM003002641. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if the previously advertised 
unpaid assistant psychologist roles within the HSE services in Dublin north city and county will 
be readvertised as paid positions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38574/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
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Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM00500Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM006002642. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health when the HSE will make 
an announcement on whether the current national pilot assistant psychologist programme is to 
be extended; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38575/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The establishment of 114 Assistant Psy-
chologist posts within HSE Psychology Services on a pilot basis was a key action in the HSE’s 
National Service Plan for 2016, with the posts coming on-stream in a phased basis during 2017, 
and funding of €3.4m being provided for implementation of this important initiative.

The role of Assistant Psychologist supports the provision of psychology services in primary 
care settings, enabling delivery of early and cost-effective interventions for children and adoles-
cents, and is key to delivering a “stepped care” model in which service users receive the level 
of required support and/or intervention appropriate to their assessed need.

The employment of Assistant Psychologists in HSE Primary Care Psychology services is 
a time-limited pilot project and is being independently evaluated. All Assistant Psychologist 
posts were due to complete their contracts by the end of July 2020 when the evaluation was 
originally due to be finalised.

However, due to the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, it was necessary for this evalu-
ation process to be paused during 2020 and, as several months of data was not collected, the 
HSE report that the initiative has been extended to the end of September 2021. After this date, 
a final report and assessment of the pilot project will be completed, and a decision on the future 
of the programme will be made.

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM00800Home Care Packages

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM009002643. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if 24-hour home care 
will be provided to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[38576/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point. 

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM01100Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM012002644. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that persons on national panels for psychologist staff grade posts have not been 
made aware of the new recruitment campaign and change in the panel process; and the steps he 
is taking to address this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38577/21]
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27/07/2021WRMMMMMM01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The recruitment of Psychologists to 
positions in the HSE is an operational issue for the HSE. 

I understand from the HSE that they publicly advertised a recruitment campaign for Psy-
chologist Staff Grade on 24 May 2021. The recruitment campaign closing date was extended 
to 14 June 2021. It is standard practice to advertise recruitment opportunities in the Careers 
section of the HSE website. In addition, a notification of this opportunity was issued to the Psy-
chological Society of Ireland (PSI), to Health Psychology Managers Ireland (HPSI), and to the 
universities in Ireland (HEIs) with recognised professional psychology courses.

As the deputy is aware on 15 May 2021, the HSE was subject to a cyber-attack and all IT 
systems were shut down. The HSE website main page contained specific advice for recruitment 
activity during the cyberattack, along with a Helpline phone number. In addition, the psychol-
ogy advertisement and notifications explained the difficulties caused by the cyberattack and 
provided advice for existing panel members.

Following the cyber-attack, the National Recruitment Service (NRS) no longer had access 
to any recruitment systems or records (including recruitment panels). Understandably, the pri-
ority was and is to restore diagnostic and medical systems, and there is no timetable for the 
return of access to other support systems.

Access to some records were returned 8 June 2021. As a result, the NRS could contact the 
psychology panel members to inform them that the panel would expire and extended the clos-
ing date of the recruitment campaign. The HSE have advised that the number of applications 
received by the original closing date was significant, indicating the majority of existing panel 
members were aware of the expiry of the panel. This, with the direct communication to all panel 
members, plus the extension of the closing date, sought to ensure that all individuals interested 
in employment opportunities could apply.

In relation to the change in the panel process, the HSE have confirmed that on 15th March 
2021 new eligibility criteria for the role of Psychologist in the HSE were published.  The new 
eligibility criteria were established following multi stakeholder consultation and the purpose 
being to ensure that the psychology recruitment could meet the needs of evolving and develop-
ing health and social care services in the Irish Health Service.  As a result, the NRS are required 
to advertise for Psychologists using the new eligibility criteria and expire recruitment panels 
based on the old eligibility criteria.  The current recruitment campaign advised that existing 
panels will expire when the new panel is in place (expected end August 2021).

Applicants are informed at advertisement stage that panels are in existence for one year but 
may be extended. The Commission for Public Service Appointments have advised the HSE that 
national panels (high volume of applicants and vacancies) should not be maintained for longer 
than three years. However, as the eligibility criteria used to form the existing panels no longer 
applies, the NRS was not in a position to continue using existing panels once the new panel is 
formed.  As a courtesy, the NRS informed panel members that a panel will expire. 

The NRS advertise opportunities to join the Psychology panel at approximately the same 
period each year on the HSE website, to ensure that the HSE offers opportunities to the post-
graduate cohorts of exiting recognised psychology programmes, and to any other qualified 
individuals.

The generation of a national panel for a particular grade of staff within the HSE ensures that 
panel members have access to all opportunities within the HSE, rather than having to apply 
multiple times for individual opportunities. In addition, this ensures that the HSE has access to 
the widest number of psychologists. Recruitment activity is conducted in partnership with the 



Questions - Written Answers

1260

HSE Principal Psychology Managers.

As all existing panels are due to expire, it also means that all applicants are being afforded 
equal opportunity to attain a place on the primary panel.  At present, there are two panels ahead 
of the 2020 panel – a primary panel created in 2018 and a supplementary panel created in 2019.  
Existing panels take precedence over supplementary panels meaning that all candidates on the 
2018 and 2019 panel automatically have a higher order of merit than those candidates placed 
on the 2020 panel.  Job offers made to the panel are done by order of merit. 

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM01400Home Care Packages

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM015002645. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the difficulties of those in need of home care packages; if his attention has further been 
drawn to the difficulties many have in sourcing these packages and that many of the packages 
granted are for less hours than would be appropriate to the need; if his attention has been fur-
ther drawn to the fact this shortfall in hours is being decided on the basis of resources available 
rather than on the need; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38599/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Home supports 
enable older people to remain in their own homes and communities, as well as facilitating 
timely discharge from hospital.  Since 2018 the funding for home help and standard home care 
packages has operated as a single home support service. 

We have made improved access to home support services a priority. In 2021 an additional 
investment of €150 million has been made available to fund over 24.2 million hours of home 
support and to support the roll out of the inteRAI standard assessment tool and the establish-
ment of a National Home Support Office.  This is 5 million hours more than the 2020 target and 
represents an unprecedented level of investment and a substantial increase in service provision.  
Due to the effects of the cyberattack the most recent complete data available represents the 
period to the end of March 2021.  As of this date there were 54,112 people in receipt of home 
support and almost 4.7 million hours had been delivered across the country.  At the time there 
were 1,601 people waiting for approval for funding for new or additional service, compared to 
7,295 people waiting in March 2020.

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM01700Eating Disorders

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM018002646. Deputy Aindrias Moynihan asked the Minister for Health if he is satisfied with the 
level of mental health supports that are in place for persons with eating disorders in County 
Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38600/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
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swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM02000Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM021002647. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if a nursing home scheme 
participant (details supplied) in County Kerry will be given permission to sell a part of their 
lands; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38635/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM02300Hospital Services

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM024002648. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the conditions treated in St. Lo-
man’s Hospital, Mullingar. [38636/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM02600Abortion Services

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM027002649. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health his response to Limerick Coun-
cil’s motion for him to urgently bring in legislation to create safe access zones around health-
care centres, including Limerick Maternity Hospital in view of ongoing protests taking place 
there; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38648/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ensuring access to termination of preg-
nancy services remains an ongoing priority for the Department of Health.  

It was originally intended to provide for safe access to termination of pregnancy services 
in the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018. However, a number of legal 
issues were identified which necessitated further consideration.   

Since services under the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 com-
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menced in January 2019, there has been a limited number of reports of protests or other actions 
relating to termination of pregnancy.  This is an extremely positive development, suggesting 
that termination of pregnancy services have bedded in relatively smoothly to date and are be-
coming a normal part of the Irish healthcare system, in line with Government policy.  

I am aware that there have been some reports of protests outside University Maternity Hos-
pital Limerick (UMHL) recently. However, University of Limerick Hospital Group has re-
ported that UMHL has not received any complaints from staff or service users about protests at 
the hospital. The Hospital Group has confirmed that ensuring the safety of patients is their first 
priority, and has stated that there is no issue around to safety of access. 

Where problems arise with protests outside health care services, there is existing public or-
der legislation in place to protect people accessing services, employees working in the service 
and local residents. The Department of Health has previously liaised with An Garda Síochána 
around safe access to termination of pregnancy services, and the Garda National Protective 
Services Bureau issued a notice to all Garda Stations raising awareness about the issue. The 
notice directed that any protests be monitored, and breaches of existing law dealt with. The 
Department has provided information on existing public order and other relevant legislation to 
the HSE for appropriate distribution.

Services for termination of pregnancy under the Health (Regulation of Termination of Preg-
nancy) Act 2018 have continued to function during the COVID-19 pandemic. There is regular 
ongoing engagement between my Department and the HSE to facilitate the smooth-running of 
the service and to resolve any issues that may arise.

  Question No. 2650 answered with Question No. 2599.

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM03000Health Services

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM031002651. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if additional funding was 
sought in 2020 from estimates to provide seven day per week respite at Seaview House, 
Mountcharles, County Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38658/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM03300Medical Qualifications

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM034002652. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if his attention was drawn to 
processing times to have qualifications recognised and register with CORU for social workers 
who qualified in Northern Ireland that want to apply for vacant positions here; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [38659/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM035002653. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the processing timeframes for 
recognition of qualifications and registering with CORU for social workers in each of the years 
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2018 to 2020 and to date in 2021 in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[38660/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM03600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2652 
and 2653 together.

CORU has provided data in tabular form on the processing times for the recognition of 
social work qualifications. The data includes all applications for the recognition of social work 
qualifications and applicants who qualified in Northern Ireland.

CORU is unable to provide data on the number of applicants with recognised Northern Irish 
qualifications who subsequently registered with CORU. However, the average processing time 
for the social work registration applications has been provided. 

During the period 2016 to 2020 the average period required to make a decision on recognis-
ing professional qualifications in social work was 84 days. The variance in the average number 
of days required to process an application during this period is a reflection of process changes, 
the volume of applications and the diversity of qualifications that applicants sought to have 
recognised. A decrease in the processing period has been recorded; in 2020 the average had 
decreased to 75 days, from 82 in 2019 and 97 in 2018.

The average processing time for the registration of social work applicants has improved 
from 81 days in 2020 to 54 days in 2021. CORU has also informed the Department that the 
registration time is typically shorter than that presented in the data because the current system 
cannot ascertain when a completed application was submitted, only when the process started 
online, with the result that delays by an applicant in submitting all their documentation can 
negatively skew the dataset.

Table 1: Social Worker Recognition Applications: Number of Days to Process

Year Social Workers (All)   Social Workers (NI only)   
2016 77 75 
2017 83 81 
2018 97 99 
2019 82 82 
2020 75 76 
Number of Applications 344 99 
Table 2: Average Registration Processing time in days for Social Workers Applications

Year Days
2018 73 
2019 67 
2020 81 
2021 54 
I met with the Chairperson and CEO of CORU earlier this year and raised the issue of time-

frames for recognition of qualifications and registration. Following our discussion, a variety of 
measures have been initiated by CORU aimed at further reducing timeframes.  

  Question No. 2653 answered with Question No. 2652.

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM03800Vaccination Programme
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27/07/2021WRMMMMMM039002654. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if second dose Covid-19 vac-
cines can be accessed at local vaccination centres if first dose Covid-19 vaccines were received 
in a hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38661/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM040003058. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if second dose Covid-19 vac-
cines can be accessed at local vaccination centres if first dose Covid-19 vaccines were received 
in a hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40114/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2654 
and 3058 together.

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM04200Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM043002655. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if it is planned that Covid-19 
booster vaccines will be available at local vaccination centres for those who received Covid-19 
vaccines in hospital settings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38662/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM044003059. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if it is planned that Covid-19 
booster vaccines will be available at local vaccination centres for those that received Covid-19 
vaccines in hospital settings; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40115/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2655 
and 3059 together.

The National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) is currently reviewing future vac-
cination requirements, including the potential need for booster shots and is expected to make 
recommendations in this regard shortly. Following receipt of the NIAC advice, my Department 
and the HSE will consider the appropriate operational measures to implement the recommenda-
tions.

  Question No. 2656 answered with Question No. 2610.

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM04700Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM048002657. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will respond to a recent 
call by a company (details supplied) for persons to receive a third dose of its Covid-19 vaccine 
to improve efficacy and protect against variants; if this will be adopted in Ireland; if so, the 
plans and timeline for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38668/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Immunisation Advisory 
Committee (NIAC) is currently reviewing future vaccination requirements, including the po-
tential need for booster shots and is expected to make recommendations in this regard shortly. 
Following receipt of the NIAC advice, my Department and the HSE will consider the appropri-
ate operational measures to implement the recommendations.
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27/07/2021WRMMMMMM05000Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM051002658. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he has considered applying 
the vaccine passport for indoor dining to non-essential travel; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [38669/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My Department has confirmed with the 
Deputy that this Parliamentary Question was withdrawn.

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM05300Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM054002659. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an updated 
supply forecast for the number of vaccine doses expected to be received into Ireland for the 
remainder of 2021, in tabular form. [38671/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMM05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland’s COVID-19 vaccination pro-
gramme strategy is to distribute all available vaccines as quickly as operationally possible, 
prioritising those who are most vulnerable. Ireland received approximately 5.3 million doses of 
COVID-19 vaccine in the first six months of 2021. 

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN00200Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN003002660. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of first and second 
vaccine doses administered to each vaccine cohort in tabular form. [38672/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Data Hub has now been 
restored after being temporarily shut-down in the aftermath of the cyber attack.  

The Data Hub provides a breakdown of the number of doses delivered to each cohort. The 
number of first and second doses as of 19 July are listed below.

Cohort First Dose Second Dose

Residents aged 65+ in LTCF 114,567 108,714

Frontline healthcare workers 275,667 266,630

People aged 70 years and older 479,138 455,085

People aged 16-69 years of age at very-high risk of severe COVID-19 disease 282,137 265,435

All people aged 60-69 years 338,396 325,689

People aged 16-59 years with medical conditions at high risk of severe COVID-19 disease 254,194 208,618

All other people aged under 60 years 1,206,796 646,657

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN00500Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN006002661. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of passengers ar-
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riving into Ireland from designated states in each of the past eight weeks; the number of these 
who successfully completed mandatory hotel quarantine; the number deemed exempt from 
mandatory hotel quarantine; and the number that tested positive for Covid-19 after arriving into 
the country in tabular form. [38673/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN007003242. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who 
entered mandatory hotel quarantine from each designated state in each of the past eight weeks; 
the number who successfully completed their full quarantine period; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40973/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN00800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2661 
and 3242 together.

Mandatory hotel quarantine has been introduced as a key safeguard for public health in re-
sponse to the COVID-19 pandemic. It aims to protect public health and mitigate the spread of 
COVID-19 and new variants of concern in Ireland.

Mandatory hotel quarantine is a legal obligation for any person, except an exempt travel-
ler, who has been in, or transited through, a designated State within 14 days of their arrival in 
Ireland, or any person from a non-designated country failing to comply with the requirement to 
present a not-detected pre-departure RT-PCR test on arrival, if travel regulations, specify such a 
requirement is relevant to them, or to the country from which they have travelled. 

From the period 17 May to 11 July a total number of 24,380 persons entered this country 
from Designated States. The following Table provides the list of Top 10 Designated States that 
persons travelled from during this period.

Top 10 List of Designated States that Persons travelled from during the period 17 May to 
11 July 2021

Designated State   Number of Persons   
United States of America   6,645 
United Arab Emirates   5,541 
India 2,259 
France 2,095 
Qatar 1,974 
Turkey 1,100 
Pakistan 672 
Brazil 632 
South Africa   536 
Belgium 424 
Other Designated   States   2,502 
The Health (Amendment) Act 2021 provides for a limited number of exemptions from man-

datory hotel quarantine, which are outlined on www.gov.ie/quarantine.  Those who are fully 
vaccinated with an EMA approved vaccine, who can provide documentary evidence, are also 
exempt from mandatory hotel quarantine on arrival in Ireland. The numbers entering hotel 
quarantine are therefore less that the total number of travellers entering the country from des-
ignated States. The table below shows the weekly numbers both entering the state and MHQ.



27 July 2021

1267

Week 17-23 May   24-30 May   31-May – 06 
Jun   

07-13 Jun   14-20 Jun   21-27 Jun   28-Jun – 04 
Jul   

05-11 Jul   

Passengers 
arriving to 
Ireland from 
Designated 
States   

2,098 2,687 3,580 4,342 1,637 2,052 3,843 4,141 

Number 
who exited   
MHQ ac-
commoda-
tion   

638 631 498 535 556 569 581 648 

During this period (17 May to 11 July) a total of 221 Mandatory Hotel Quarantine residents 
tested positive for COVID-19.

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN00900Covid-19 Tests

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN010002662. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who 
tested positive for Covid-19 after entering Ireland from abroad in each of the past eight weeks. 
[38674/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN01100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On 4 June, the HSE launched a test 
booking facility which allows intending travellers to Ireland to pre-book a RT-PCR test from 
the HSE, free of charge, five days after their arrival. The test may be booked at a time and place 
convenient to the address the person will be staying at. In addition, any person wishing to take 
a test may also present as a walk-in at any of the HSE swabbing centres located around the 
country, details of which are available on the HSE website. 

It is not possible for the Department of Health to provide statistics on tests booked through 
the platform as the operational responsibility does not lie with the Department. 

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN01200Disabilities Assessments

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN013002663. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal can expect an appointment for a cognitive assessment; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [38684/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the Health Service Executive 
(HSE).  However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to 
access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which 
has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems.  The disruption to service is on-going 
and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and to resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point. 

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN01500Disability Services

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN016002664. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if the intellectual disability 
service received a multi-disciplinary team proposal for a person (details supplied) in County 
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Donegal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38685/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2665 answered with Question No. 2610.

  Question No. 2666 answered with Question No. 2605.

  Question No. 2667 answered with Question No. 2605.

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN02100Equality Issues

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN022002668. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the progress made towards ac-
tion 12 of the National Disability and Inclusion Strategy 2017-2021. [38081/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Heads of Bill to 
provide legislative clarity on the issue of deprivation of liberty safeguards are at a relatively 
advanced stage. A number of complex legal and policy issues which have arisen during the 
drafting process remain to be resolved. 

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN02400Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN025002669. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
(details supplied) in relation to the reopening of special needs clubs; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [38195/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN02700Covid-19 Tests

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN028002670. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the list of com-
panies that manufacture and supply SARS-CoV-2 antigen rapid test kits to Ireland that are fully 
in compliance with EU regulations and requirements and are authorised for personal use or 
commercial sale in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38736/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Tests for COVID-19 are regulated un-
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der the European In-Vitro Diagnostics Directive (IVDD, Directive 98/79/EC) and must be CE 
marked before being placed on the market in Ireland or elsewhere in the EU. A CE mark is a 
declaration that the product complies with the requirements of the relevant European legisla-
tion. Any manufacturer can apply a CE mark if they meet the relevant requirements. However, 
depending on the legislation and class of the device, an external and impartial organisation 
may be required to independently assess if the manufacturer has met these requirements. This 
is known as ‘conformity assessment’ and for Medical Devices and IVDs an organisation that 
performs conformity assessment in Europe is known as a Notified Body.  

The National Standards Authority of Ireland is a Notified Body for Medical Devices and 
IVDs (In-Vitro Diagnostics) in Ireland. It is important to note that in terms of intended use, a 
rapid antigen detection test (RADT) may be designed by the manufacturer to be used by health 
care professionals or by lay users. COVID-19 tests which are indicated for use by healthcare 
professionals are classified as General IVDs and are often referred to as ‘self-declare’. This 
means that they do not require involvement by a Notified Body regarding conformity assess-
ment. Instead, the manufacturer ‘self-declares’ their conformity to the essential requirements 
within the IVDD. COVID-19 tests which are indicated for use by lay persons (not medical pro-
fessionals) are classified as Self-Test. This means they do require Notified Body involvement to 
assess conformity to the applicable regulatory requirements.

The Directive requires that devices perform safely while achieving the purpose intended 
by the medical device manufacturer. Medical devices which are appropriately CE marked (i.e., 
have undergone the appropriate conformity assessment) may be freely placed on the European 
market. In order to achieve the performances claimed by the manufacturer for the device, the 
test should be used according to the instructions for use provided by the manufacturer. The 
Department of Health does not maintain a list of tests that have been CE marked or that are 
available on the Irish market.

A list of COVID-19 tests available in the EU can be found in the COVID-19 In Vitro Diag-
nostic Devices and Test Methods Database at covid-19-diagnostics.jrc.ec.europa.eu. However, 
it should be noted that there is no central approval system for in vitro diagnostic medical de-
vices in the EU and the database does NOT represent a list of authorised or approved devices 
in the European Union.

Considerable work has been undertaken to date to evaluate the potential use of rapid anti-
gen detection tests (RADTs) in an Irish context and this will continue on an ongoing basis. In 
the health sector, the HSE has deployed rapid antigen tests for use for specific indications in 
the acute hospital setting, and as part of the response to outbreaks in the community setting, 
supported by appropriate clinical governance and operational arrangements. This includes up-
dating the case definition for SARS-CoV-2 to accept notification of positive results from rapid 
antigen tests undertaken in the public health system and reporting of such cases to the COVID 
Care tracker and to the Computerised Infectious Disease Reporting (CIDR) information system 
developed to manage the surveillance and control of infectious diseases in Ireland. The current 
position of the HSE is to use rapid antigen tests only in settings where there is a CE marked, 
validated assay for use and where an appropriate clinical care pathway is in place to manage the 
current limitations of the test. 

The HSE has recently published the report of the Antigen Test Validation Project which 
validated a number of rapid antigen detection tests (ADTS) intended for testing samples for 
SARS-CoV-2 antigen. The products evaluated were chosen as those expected to represent the 
best available products based on the manufacturers claims and other available evidence. The 
recommendations in this report will assist in the consideration of other potential applications of 
rapid antigen detection tests in the health service to support the overall national testing strategy. 
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I have established an Expert Advisory Group on Rapid Testing which will be chaired by 
Professor Mary Horgan, to support and advise Government departments who are responsible 
for progressing pilots and the rollout of rapid tests to their respective sectors.

On an ongoing basis, the National Public Health Emergency Team considers and reviews 
how best to target testing to detect, and mitigate the impact of, the virus across the population. 
This includes keeping Ireland’s national testing and tracing policy under continuing review.

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN03000Regulatory Bodies

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN031002671. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Health if assistance can be provided 
in expediting a registration with CORU (details supplied). [38737/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised, 
as this is an operational matter, I have asked CORU (the Health and Social Care Professionals 
Council) to respond to the Deputy directly.

  Question No. 2672 answered with Question No. 2605.

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN03400Health Services

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN035002673. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if the reason BreastCheck 
appointments were cancelled in 2020 was due to the redeployment of staff for Covid-19 related 
assistance who would have normally conducted the BreastCheck service; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [38739/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN03600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN03700Health Services

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN038002674. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if all BreastCheck ap-
pointments were cancelled in 2020; if BreastCheck appointments are now 12 months or more 
behind schedule; and the contingency plans that are in place to address the backlog in Breast-
Check appointments. [38740/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.
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27/07/2021WRNNNNNN04000Health Services

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN041002675. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of those 
awaiting BreastCheck appointments by CHO area in tabular form. [38741/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN04300Health Services

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN044002676. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the 
suspension of BreastCheck over the pandemic; and the breakdown of cancelled appointments 
per CHO area  in tabular form. [38742/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN04600Health Services

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN047002677. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the communication that 
was given to the women on the BreastCheck database in relation to the suspension of the service; 
the way they were communicated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38743/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN04900Health Services

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN050002678. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the 
BreastCheck website and the advice that was made available through that platform for women 
in view of the suspension of the BreastCheck service; and the information provided in rela-
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tion to alternative measures that women could be undertaken during the Covid-19 restrictions. 
[38744/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNN05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOOOO00200Health Services

27/07/2021WROOOOOO003002679. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the reason the Breast-
Check website has now changed and appears to have been replaced by the HSE. [38745/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOO00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOOOO00500Health Services

27/07/2021WROOOOOO006002680. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the number of women who have been diagnosed with breast cancer in 2021 after their 
BreastCheck was cancelled in 2020 due to Covid-19 restrictions; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [38746/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOO00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOOOO00800Disability Services

27/07/2021WROOOOOO009002681. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
regarding a wheelchair user (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[38773/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOO01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
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advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WROOOOOO01100Abortion Services

27/07/2021WROOOOOO012002682. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the number of initial consulta-
tions for termination of pregnancy services that were provided by general practitioners, family 
planning clinics and women’s health clinics in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [38774/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOO01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Information on the number of initial 
consultations under the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 is not noti-
fied to my Department. 

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOOOO01400Abortion Services

27/07/2021WROOOOOO015002683. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health the amount paid to general prac-
titioners for the provision of termination of pregnancy services in 2020; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [38775/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOO01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2684 answered with Question No. 2354.

  Question No. 2685 answered with Question No. 2354.

  Question No. 2686 answered with Question No. 2605.

  Question No. 2687 answered with Question No. 2584.
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27/07/2021WROOOOOO02100Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WROOOOOO022002688. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if there have been at-
tempts to engage in dialogue with persons fearful of the Covid-19 vaccine, averse to receiving 
it and concerned about its use for access to various public spaces. [38787/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOO02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2689 answered with Question No. 2026.

27/07/2021WROOOOOO02500Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WROOOOOO026002690. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that University Hospital Galway has eased its visiting and birth partner pres-
ence restrictions in its maternity campus; the status of the other 18 maternity units across the 
country in relation to same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38789/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOO02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOOOO02800Covid-19 Tests

27/07/2021WROOOOOO029002691. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the State’s position on 
and use of antigen testing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38790/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOO03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Considerable work has been undertaken 
to date to evaluate the potential use of rapid antigen detection tests (RADTs) in an Irish context 
and this will continue on an ongoing basis.

In the health sector, the HSE has deployed rapid antigen tests for use for specific indications 
in the acute hospital setting, and as part of the response to outbreaks in the community setting, 
supported by appropriate clinical governance and operational arrangements. This includes up-
dating the case definition for SARS-CoV-2 to accept notification of positive results from rapid 
antigen tests undertaken in the public health system and reporting of such cases to the COVID 
Care tracker and to the Computerised Infectious Disease Reporting (CIDR) information system 
developed to manage the surveillance and control of infectious diseases in Ireland. In response 
to significantly increased demand for testing caused by the Delta variant, the HSE is also plan-
ning deployment of self-swab antigen tests for the testing of close contacts, should challenges 
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in the demand for PCR testing capacity arise. Those in receipt of a ‘detected’ result from an 
antigen test will be referred for a confirmatory PCR test. 

The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, supported by the HSE, has imple-
mented an antigen testing programme in food processing facilities, supplementing the PCR 
serial testing programme there. These tests are being carried out under clinical governance ar-
rangements put in place by the Department of Agriculture. A further rapid testing pilot scheme 
began on June 14th in four universities including NUI Galway, Trinity College Dublin, UCD, 
and UCC. Operational planning is also underway in the HSE in relation to the piloting of testing 
using RADTs in other education and childcare settings. This includes development of guidance 
documentation, a training programme and other related templates and resources to support the 
testing pathway for educational facilities. In response to significantly increased demand for 
testing caused by the Delta variant, the HSE is also planning deployment of self-swab antigen 
tests for the testing of close contacts. with those in receipt of a ‘detected’ result from an anti-
gen test referred for a confirmatory PCR test should challenges in the demand for PCR testing 
capacity arise.

The HSE has recently published the report of the Antigen Test Validation Project which 
validated a number of rapid antigen detection tests (ADTS) intended for testing samples for 
SARS-CoV-2 antigen. The products evaluated were chosen as those expected to represent the 
best available products based on the manufacturers claims and other available evidence. The 
recommendations in this report will assist in the consideration of any other potential applica-
tions of rapid antigen detection tests to support the overall national testing strategy.

The “Report of the COVID-19 Rapid Testing Group” which was chaired at my request by 
the Government’s chief scientific adviser, Professor Mark Ferguson, and published on 1 April 
2021, made a number of recommendations for sectors outside the health sector and these are a 
matter for the Ministers and Departments with responsibility for the sectors concerned. I have 
established an Expert Advisory Group on Rapid Testing which will be chaired by Professor 
Mary Horgan, to support and advise Government departments who are responsible for pro-
gressing pilots and the rollout of rapid tests to their respective sectors.

On an ongoing basis, the National Public Health Emergency Team considers and reviews 
how best to target testing to detect, and mitigate the impact of, the virus across the population. 
This includes keeping Ireland’s national testing and tracing policy under continuing review.

27/07/2021WROOOOOO03100Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WROOOOOO032002692. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health if Ireland’s infection rate levels 
are being shared with the ECDC (details supplied). [38800/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOO03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): On May 14th the HSE suffered a major 
cyber-attack on its IT systems which significantly interrupted the usual processes for surveil-
lance reporting, including reporting to international organisations including the ECDC, and has 
required the development of interim surveillance arrangements.  

During the COVID-19 pandemic the HSE-HPSC has uploaded COVID-19 data from the 
national infectious disease surveillance system (CIDR) and other sources to ECDC via The 
European Surveillance System (TESSy system) on a weekly basis. These data were used to 
populate a range of ECDC outputs which describe the epidemiological situation across Europe, 
including the “Maps in support of the council recommendation on a coordinated approach to 
travel measures in the EU”.  
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www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/covid-19/situation-updates/weekly-maps-coordinated-restriction-
free-movement. 

HPSC has continued to provide daily updates to ECDC on the estimated number of cases 
and these data, including 14-day case notification rate per 100,000 inhabitants have been pub-
lished on their website uninterrupted since the cyber-attack. 

However, not all practices were possible with the interim surveillance arrangements, includ-
ing the reporting of all data necessary for ECDC to populate their maps. The principal reason 
was because these more detailed datasets must be uploaded through TESSy, access to which 
has not been possible until all necessary measures were put in place to assure the safety of the 
HSE network.   

Permission to access TESSy again was granted by the ECDC during the ending 25/06/2021. 
HPSC has developed work around solutions to prepare the necessary data. Data was uploaded 
on 29/06/2021, and Ireland was included in the map published on Thursday 01/07/2021 and in 
each subsequent weekly update. 

27/07/2021WROOOOOO03400Healthcare Policy

27/07/2021WROOOOOO035002693. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the status of the imple-
mentation of the new consultant-led public health model; when the model will be fully imple-
mented; the number of new consultant posts in public health medicine which will be created 
as part of the model; if recruitment of these new consultant posts in public health medicine has 
started to date; if so, the status of same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38801/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOO036003316. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the status of the imple-
mentation of the recommendations in the 2018 Crowe Horwath report on the Role, Training 
and Career Structures of Public Health Physicians in Ireland; the timeline for the full imple-
mentation of the recommendations of the report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41339/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOO037003317. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health his plans to undertake a 
review of the legislation underpinning the public health function in Ireland, as recommended 
in the 2018 Crowe Horwath report on the Role Training and Career Structures of Public Health 
Physicians in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41340/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOO038003318. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health his plans for the develop-
ment of a new national development plan for the public health workforce pursuant to the Crowe 
Horwath report on the Role, Training and Career Structures of Public Health Physicians in 
Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41341/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOO039003319. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health his plans for the develop-
ment of a new organisational model for the delivery of public health services pursuant to the 
Crowe Horwath report on the Role, Training and Career Structures of Public Health Physicians 
in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41342/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOO04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2693 
and 3316 to 3319, inclusive, together.

My Department and the Health Service Executive (HSE) are committed to delivering on the 
recommendations that were made for Public Health in the Crowe Horwath report. The report 
recognised the very important role that public health medicine plays in the health of our popula-
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tion and in how our health service is managed and delivered.

Our Public Health Specialists have been to the forefront of our response to the pandemic. 
They have made an enormous contribution to the protection of everybody living in Ireland. 
This pandemic has certainly highlighted that Public Health Medicine must be reformed and 
strengthened such that the skills and expertise which are unique to Public Health Physicians can 
be leveraged to ensure maximum return for the Irish health service and ultimately benefit and 
improve the health of the population as a whole.

An agreement was reached with the Irish Medical Organisation (IMO) earlier this year 
that will support the implementation of a fundamentally reformed consultant led public health 
model at a national and regional level which is aligned with international best practice.

Implementation of this agreement is now in progress and finalisation of the new operating 
model for Public Health is expected in the coming weeks. The new Model will be implemented 
by December 2023, with the establishment of 34 consultant posts in the first year and a total of 
84 Consultant in Public Health Medicine posts by end December 2023. The phased nature of 
the implementation will facilitate the completion of a review process to ensure reform is em-
bedded throughout the implementation process. Work is underway in order to begin recruitment 
of the first phase of posts as a priority.

27/07/2021WROOOOOO04100Healthcare Policy

27/07/2021WROOOOOO042002694. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the status of the establish-
ment of regional health areas in line with recommendations in the Oireachtas Committee on the 
Future of Healthcare Sláintecare Report 2017; the number of regional health areas have been 
established to date; the details of the organisational and management structures of the promised 
regional health areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38802/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOO04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Mar is eol don Teachta Connolly, the 
commitment to establish Regional Health Areas (RHAs) was first outlined in the Oireachtas 
Committee on the Future of Healthcare Sláintecare Report (2017). The Programme for Gov-
ernment 2020 further outlines a commitment to bring forward detailed proposals on these six 
Regional Health Areas to enable delivery of local services for patients that are safe, of high 
quality, and fairly distributed across each of the agreed six new health and social care regions. 

This commitment has been further affirmed in first Sláintecare Implementation Strategy 
(2018) and Action Plan (2019), and the most recent Sláintecare Action Plan (2021 – 2023). The 
latest HSE Corporate Plan (2021) also commits to progressing RHAs as does the Department 
of Health Statement of Strategy (2021-2023).

The government decision of July 2019 approved the geographies of six new Regional Health 
Areas. It also approved the development of a detailed business case and change management 
programme to implement these. Understandably, this work was paused as a result of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. 

Work to develop a business case for the establishment of the six Regional Health Areas 
recommenced in Q1 2021 and is currently progressing. This work is being coordinated across 
multiple units in the Department of Health. There has been engagement with the Department 
of Public Expenditure and Reform on this topic already this year. Consultations with other key 
stakeholders, including the HSE, patients and clinicians, are underway or planned. This consul-
tative work will continue over the next several months.
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27/07/2021WROOOOOO04400Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WROOOOOO045002695. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health if the passenger locator form will 
remain a requirement for fully vaccinated international arrivals after 19 July 2021; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [38803/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOO04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): All passengers arriving into the state 
are required to complete a COVID-19 Passenger Locator Form (PLF) in accordance with SI 
45/2021. There are limited exemptions from this requirement, as set out in the regulations, such 
as for international transport workers or for diplomats. The Passenger Locator Form is used 
to support a system of engagements with arriving passengers including the targeting of public 
health messaging by SMS and may be used for contact tracing.

27/07/2021WROOOOOO04700Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WROOOOOO048002696. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the additional supports and 
bonuses being considered for implementation in respect of nursing home healthcare staff; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [38804/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOO04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Government 
and I wish to convey sincere gratitude to health care workers in relation to their continuing 
efforts in the delivery of health services during this very challenging pandemic period. The 
Government and I are committed to recognizing front-line healthcare workers in respect of the 
extraordinary contribution and commitment they have made in the management of the pan-
demic. The HSE, my Department, and Government are considering the most appropriate means 
and timeline for such recognition, noting that the pandemic is ongoing. 

Additionally, a process of talks is underway between Health Service Management and Rep-
resentative Unions at the Workplace Relations Commission on this matter. Accordingly, more 
detailed comment by me or the Government would be inappropriate at this time.

  Question No. 2697 answered with Question No. 2026.

  Question No. 2698 answered with Question No. 2345.

  Question No. 2699 answered with Question No. 2345.

27/07/2021WRPPPPPP00400Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRPPPPPP005002700. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the steps he will take to 
increase the uptake of the HPV immunisation amongst secondary school students; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [38809/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPPP00600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The ages at which vaccines are rec-
ommended in the immunisation schedule are chosen by the National Immunisation Advisory 
Committee (NIAC) in order to give each child the best possible protection against vaccine 
preventable diseases.

As the HPV vaccine is preventative it is intended to be administered, if possible, before a 
person becomes sexually active, that is, before a person is first exposed to HPV infection.

Therefore, the gender-neutral HPV vaccination programme targets all girls and boys in their 
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first year of secondary school to provide maximum coverage.

My Department will continue to be guided by the NIAC’s recommendations on any emerg-
ing evidence on this issue in the future.

It is important to note that the schools-based immunisation programme for the 2019/2020 
academic year has been completed and the uptake rates for the HPV vaccine in that academic 
year are 82% for the first dose of the vaccine and 77% for the second dose.

This is the highest uptake for the HPV vaccination programme since 2015/2016 and is par-
ticularly encouraging because it was the first year that boys were included in the programme 
and it shows that the provision of vaccine in community clinics did not adversely affect the 
uptake.The programme for the academic year 2020/2021 was paused during the first few 
months of 2021 due to school closures and redeployment of staff to the COVID-19 immunisa-
tion programme.

The inputting of uptake information for the schools-based programme has also been delayed 
due to redeployment of administrative staff. However, Community Healthcare Organisations 
have reported that the vast majority of second level schools had their first dose of HPV vaccine 
delivered between October and December 2020.

The uptake rate for the first dose of the HPV vaccine, in the 2020/2021 academic year, is 
67% as of the 12th May 2021, and this figure is expected to increase because data input on vac-
cine uptake is ongoing.

The HSE expects the HPV vaccination programme for 2020/21 to be substantially complete 
before the start of the 2021/22 academic year.

27/07/2021WRPPPPPP00700Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRPPPPPP008002701. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if the HPV immunisation 
programme will be extended to include boys that started school in September 2018; if not, if he 
will consider including the vaccine under the drugs payment scheme as the cost of paying for 
the vaccine is significant and may result in many not availing of the vaccine; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [38810/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPPP009002769. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health if the HPV vaccine will 
be made available for purchase through the drugs payment scheme for boys attending second-
ary school in the 2018-2019 academic year and who just missed out on receiving the vaccine 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39084/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPPP01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2701 
and 2769 together.

The immunisation programme in Ireland is based on the advice of the National Immunisa-
tion Advisory Committee (NIAC). The committee’s recommendations are based on the preva-
lence of the relevant disease in Ireland and international best practice in relation to immunisa-
tion. It makes recommendations on vaccination policy to my Department. The NIAC continues 
to revise recommendations to allow for the introduction of new vaccines in Ireland and to keep 
abreast of changes in the patterns of disease. Therefore, the immunisation schedule will con-
tinue to be amended over time.

In 2009, the NIAC recommended HPV (human papillomavirus) vaccination for all 12 to 
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13 year old girls to reduce their risk of developing cervical cancer when they are adults. In 
September 2010, the HPV vaccination programme was introduced for all girls in first year of 
secondary school.

In June 2017, on foot of the NIAC’s recommendation that the HPV vaccine should also be 
given to boys, my Department asked the Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) to 
undertake a health technology assessment (HTA) to establish the clinical and cost-effectiveness 
of extending the immunisation programme to include boys in the first year of secondary school. 

The HIQA completed the HTA in December 2018, recommending that the HPV immunisa-
tion programme be extended to include boys. A policy decision was made to extend the HPV 
immunisation programme to include boys, starting in September 2019, with the introduction of 
a 9-valent HPV vaccine. 

The ages at which vaccines are recommended in the immunisation schedule are chosen by 
the NIAC in order to give each child the best possible protection against vaccine preventable 
diseases. As the HPV vaccine is preventative it is intended to be administered, if possible, be-
fore a person becomes sexually active, that is, before a person is first exposed to HPV infection. 

Therefore, the gender-neutral HPV vaccination programme targets all girls and boys in first 
year of secondary school to provide maximum coverage. All vaccines administered through the 
School Immunisation Programme are provided free of charge. 

My Department will continue to be guided by NIAC’s recommendations on any emerging 
evidence on this issue in the future.

Anyone not in 1st year of secondary school or age equivalent in special schools or home 
schooled during the 2020/2021 school year who wishes to get the HPV vaccine, must go to their 
GP or sexual health clinic and pay privately for the vaccine and its administration.

27/07/2021WRPPPPPP01100General Practitioner Services

27/07/2021WRPPPPPP012002702. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details 
supplied) has been left without a general practitioner despite several attempts to get the HSE 
to allocate one, which has left them in a position of being unable to get the medicine they need 
prescribed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38811/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPPP01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Having raised this matter with the HSE, 
I am pleased to confirm that the person concerned has been appointed a GP by the HSE.

27/07/2021WRPPPPPP01400Primary Medical Certificates

27/07/2021WRPPPPPP015002703. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health the status of a primary 
medical certificate for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[38816/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPPP01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
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advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRPPPPPP01700Disability Services

27/07/2021WRPPPPPP018002704. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health when children’s disability ser-
vices will be reconfigured under the progressing disability services programme; when the pro-
posed children’s disability network teams will be established to support children with complex 
needs; if this will impact on waiting list times; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[38817/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPPP01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRPPPPPP02000Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRPPPPPP021002705. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health if there is capacity to include 
medications that have been prescribed by a general practitioner or consultant for an off licence 
use on the medical card or drug payment scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[38819/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPPP02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRPPPPPP02300Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRPPPPPP024002706. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the criteria that must be met 
for a medical card to cover the cost of dentures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[38822/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPPP02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.
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Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRPPPPPP02600Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRPPPPPP027002707. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the status of an appoint-
ment for a person (details supplied) who has not received a communication from University 
Hospital Limerick neurology department having been referred to the department in October 
2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38823/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPPP02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point. 

  Question No. 2708 answered with Question No. 2265.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS00200Health Services

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS003002709. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if all mobile BreastCheck 
clinics have recommenced in counties Louth and Meath; if so, the locations on same; if other 
relevant information in this regard will be provided; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [38832/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS00500Hospital Waiting Lists

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS006002710. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive an appointment for the ophthalmologist review in University Hospital Wa-
terford; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38836/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
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the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point. 

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS00800Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS009002711. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Health the detail of a valid proof 
of vaccination for passengers arriving from non-EU/EUA countries such as the United States of 
America; if passengers who have been vaccinated with vaccines not yet approved in the EU will 
be considered as vaccinated; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38838/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): For the purposes of travel to Ireland, 
including from the USA,  passengers are considered vaccinated if they have been vaccinated 
with a vaccine approved by the European Medicines Agency with recommended number of 
days after the final dose, see table below.

A full course of any one of   the following vaccines    Regarded as vaccinated after:    

2 doses of Pfizer-BioNtech   Vaccine: BNT162b2 (Comirnaty®)    7 days    

2 doses of Moderna Vaccine:   CX-024414 (Moderna®)    14 days    

2 doses of Oxford-AstraZeneca   Vaccine: ChAdOx1-SARS-
COV-2 (Vaxzevria® or Covishield)    

15 days    

1 dose of Johnson &   Johnson/Janssen Vaccine: Ad26.COV2-S 
[recombinant] (Janssen®)    

14 days    

Other than a Digital COVID Certificate issued for a full course of EMA approved vaccina-
tions, valid proof of vaccination means a record or evidence in written or electronic form in 
English or Irish or an official translation into Irish or English which contains the following

-     confirmation that the person to whom the record or evidence refers is a vaccinated person  

-     the date or dates on which the person was vaccinated  

-     the body in the state concerned implementing the vaccination programme (howsoever 
described) on behalf of the state that administered or caused to be administered the vaccination 
to the person concerned. 

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS01100Primary Care Centres

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS012002712. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the status of the project to deliver a 
primary healthcare centre in north Clondalkin; the reason for the five year delay in its delivery; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38840/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS01400Hospital Appointments Status
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27/07/2021WRSSSSSS015002713. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when a child (details sup-
plied) will be called for a non-urgent paediatric dietician appointment; the reason for the delay; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38841/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS01700Hospital Waiting Lists

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS018002714. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the current number on each 
waiting list in counties Galway, Mayo and Roscommon, respectively for urgent and non-urgent 
paediatric dietician appointments; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [38842/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last sixteen months as a di-
rect result of the COVID-19 pandemic and more recently as a result of the ransomware attack.

While significant progress was made in reducing waiting times from June 2020 onwards, 
the surge in Covid-19 cases in the first quarter of 2021, and the resultant curtailment of acute 
hospital services, is reflected in the most recently available waiting list figures to 13 May 2021.

On 23 March 2021 the HSE published the “Safe Return to Health Services Plan”, outlining 
a three phased approach for the proposed restoration of services across Community Services, 
Acute Hospital Operations, Cancer Services and Screening Services. It sets target times for 
their safe return and details the conditions and challenges that will have to be met. However, the 
implementation of this plan has been suspended pending the resolution of the recent ransom-
ware attack, which had a significant impact on acute hospitals.  

The HSE has been working since 14 May last to recover the effects of the cyber attack on its 
systems. The HSE advise that at present most systems are operational and services are return-
ing to normal activity. There is a challenge in back entering data and there are still a number 
of areas of ongoing concern. The HSE was already seeking to recover from the Covid peak in 
the first quarter of this year and the ransomware attack has delayed this and had the effect of 
increasing access delays for services. My Department does not have full access to information 
on the impact of this ransomware attack on elective waiting lists but will provide an update as 
soon as one is available.

An additional €240 million has been provided in Budget 2021 for an access to care fund, 
€210m of which has been allocated to the HSE and a further €30m to the National Treatment 
Purchase Fund (NTPF). This is to be used to fund additional capacity to address the shortfall 
arising as a result of infection control measures taken in the context of COVID-19, as well as 
addressing backlogs in waiting lists.

My Department, the HSE and the NTPF are currently working on a Multiannual Waiting 
List Plan to address waiting lists and bring them in line with Sláintecare targets over the com-
ing years.
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The NTPF collect, collate and publish waiting lists in respect of outpatient specialties and 
in-patient/daycase procedures. In relation to the data requested by the Deputy, the NTPF have 
advised my Department that they are unable to identify hospital waiting lists for paediatric di-
etician appointments.

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS02000Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS021002715. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when a child (details sup-
plied) will be called for a paediatric video fluoroscopy procedure at Galway University Hospi-
tal; the reason for the delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38843/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point. 

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS02300Hospital Waiting Lists

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS024002716. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the current numbers and wait-
ing times in each acute hospital for paediatric video fluoroscopy procedures; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [38844/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2717 answered with Question No. 2584.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS02700Home Help Service

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS028002718. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health if the home help allocation for a 
person (details supplied) will be approved to reflect their latest diagnosis. [38881/21]
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27/07/2021WRSSSSSS02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS03000Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS031002719. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health the process for which home 
vaccinations can be booked through (details supplied). [38882/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the 
HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS03300Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS034002720. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Health if the vacant child psycholo-
gist post for CAMHS Wexford South will be filled by the end of July 2021 as was communi-
cated on 1 June 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [37674/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Government  
has provided over €1 billion for the HSE mental health care programme this year, including 
€23 million for new developments in 2021. We have given approval for over 150 new posts this 
year, including 29 for the Child and Adolescent Mental Health service (CAMHS) nationally.

While the particular details relating to the offering out of a post are confidential Human 
Resource matters for the HSE, the Executive has confirmed that this particular post has been 
offered out. It is expected that this post will be filled before the end of this summer. The filling 
of any post is, of course, contingent on members of the relevant panel accepting and taking up 
an offer.

The Deputy can rest assured that I will continue to keep this matter under review, to ensure 
that this post is filled as soon as possible.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS03600Care Services

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS037002721. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of day care services 
that have not resumed service in County Kildare; when the remaining services will resume; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [38906/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS038002722. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health when Kildare town day care 
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centre in Bride St, Kildare will reopen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38907/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS039002723. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health when Monasterevin day care 
centre will reopen; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38908/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS040002724. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health when the premises of Monas-
terevin day care centre which is currently being refurbished will reopen; if funding is secured to 
complete the works; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38909/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 2721 to 2724, inclusive, together.

Day centres are fundamental to the health and well-being of our older population and play 
a key role in enabling older people to live independently in their own communities. The pan-
demic and associated restrictions has had a profound impact across society and especially for 
our older population.  

All Community Health Organisations through the National Older Persons Office were re-
quested in April 2021 to provide information on the status of their Day Care Services in order 
to ascertain the level of service that could resume on receipt of updated public health guidance.  
As a result, it was intended that approximately 100 day centres would re-open week beginning 
5 July. It was also intended that an additional 55 centres would resume in July and August, 
with a further 90 centres that require works expected to reopen before the end of the year.   It 
was indicated that these dates may be subject to change as the HSE continues to deal with the 
significant challenge of the on-going cyber-attack.  

Since then updated Public Health guidance to support the re-opening of Day Care Services 
for Older People was provided in June 2021 to facilitate re-opening plans. Following on from 
this a further information request issued to HSE Services to obtain an update on re-opening 
plans. The process for reopening of the centres has already commenced and it is expected that 
more centres will reopen in the coming weeks.

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point. 

  Question No. 2722 answered with Question No. 2721.

  Question No. 2723 answered with Question No. 2721.

  Question No. 2724 answered with Question No. 2721.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS04500National Maternity Hospital

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS046002725. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 800 of 11 May 2021, the reason much of the preliminary works including a new phar-
macy and an extension to a carpark are taking place outside the designated site for the proposed 
new national maternity hospital; if he will clarify the ownership of these facilities; if planning 
permission was obtained for the pharmacy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
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[38924/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS047002763. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the reason for the decision 
in respect of the extension to the multi-storey carpark at St. Vincent’s Hospital given the main 
beneficiaries is an organisation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39056/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS048002764. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health his views in relation to the 
building of the new pharmacy at St. Vincent’s Hospital, which will substantially if not wholly 
benefit the hospital and not the proposed new national maternity hospital; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39057/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS049003225. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the way the building of the 
new pharmacy at St. Vincent’s University Hospital and the extension to the multi-storey car 
park on the Elm Park campus, both of which lie outside the actual site of the new maternity 
hospital constitute enabling works in relation to the new build. [40875/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2725, 
2763, 2764 and 3225 together.

On 20 December 2018, the Minister for Health approved the awarding of the contract for the 
first phase of the new National Maternity Hospital (NMH) to proceed. This constituted essential 
enabling works, including the construction of a replacement pharmacy and an extension to the 
multistorey car park at St Vincent’s University Hospital (SVUH). In February 2019, work com-
menced on the new pharmacy and the extension to the multistorey car park.

The purpose of the enabling works undertaken to date is to prepare the site of the new NMH 
and de-risk the campus in advance of the construction works for the new hospital. These works 
comprise relocating some SVUH departments currently on the site of the new NMH, such as 
the Pharmacy, and diverting utilities services to other locations on the SVUH campus. Planning 
permission and all other relevant statutory applications were obtained for the Pharmacy.

The existing multistorey car park has been extended to cater both for the additional car-
parking associated with the new NMH and for existing car-parking spaces displaced by the new 
hospital. As such it will serve the entire SVUH campus, including the new NMH. The existing 
multistorey car park is not located on the site of the new NMH.

The HSE has advised that the protection of the State’s interest in the capital works carried 
out to date on the campus is covered by the existing grant agreement between the HSE and 
SVUH in relation to capital grants given to the hospital. In relation to the new NMH more 
specifically, as the Deputy will be aware, a draft legal framework has been developed which 
aims to address the ownership and governance arrangements at the new NMH on the Elm Park 
campus, including in terms of protecting the State’s interest in the new hospital. While there 
has been further engagement with stakeholders in relation to these matters, this process has yet 
to conclude.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS05100Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS052002726. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the waiting period after each 
of the Covid-19 vaccines to achieve maximum immunity; if public health messages can clarify 
this matter; if the new Digital COVID Certificate will refer to this point; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [38925/21]
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27/07/2021WRSSSSSS05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under current travel regulations ‘Vac-
cinated Person’ means a person vaccinated with an EMA approved vaccine, with recommended 
number of days after the final dose.  The following table sets out timelines for the four different 
vaccinations being used. 

2 doses of   Pfizer-BioNtech Vaccine: BNT162b2 (Comirnaty®)   

2 doses of   Moderna Vaccine: CX-024414 (Moderna®)   

2 doses of   Oxford-AstraZeneca Vaccine: ChAdOx1-SARS-
COV-2 (Vaxzevria® or Covishield)   

1 dose of   Johnson & Johnson/Janssen Vaccine: Ad26.COV2-S 
[recombinant] (Janssen®)   

This information is publicly available at: www2.hse.ie/screening-and-vaccinations/covid-
19-vaccine/get-the-vaccine/when-you-have-been-vaccinated/.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS05400Health Services

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS055002727. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the waiting lists for speech and 
language therapy, physiotherapy, occupational therapy and psychology by CHO, age-group and 
time waiting in periods of three months. [38926/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS05700Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS058002728. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that the 
guidelines on ventilation are updated in line with the Expert Group on Ventilation; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [38927/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to advise the Deputy that The 
Expert Group on the role of Ventilation submitted two reports while reporting to the NPHET at 
the Department of Health, these were shared with the HPSC and HSE-AMRIC for due consid-
eration in the context of the ongoing review and development of guidance. 

These reports, along with relevant agendas and meeting minutes are available on the gov.ie 
website: www.gov.ie/en/publication/aa43c-expert-group-on-the-role-of-ventilation-in-reduc-
ing-transmission-of-covid-19/#reports  

I have also provided links to some published health sector guidance on ventilation:

Healthcare sector (HSE-AMRIC guidance): 

www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/infectionprevention-



Questions - Written Answers

1290

andcontrolguidance/InfectionPreventionandControlPrecautionsforAcuteSettings.pdf         www.
hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/infectionpreventionandcon-
trolguidance/hseinfectionpreventionandcontrolguidanceandframework/Interim%20HSE%20
Guidance%20on%20IPC.pdf

www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/infectionprevention-
andcontrolguidance/buildingsandfacilitiesguidance/  

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS06000Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS061002729. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health when NIAC will report on the 
mixing of vaccines in order to achieve maximum protection from Covid-19; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [38928/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland’s COVID-19 vaccination pro-
gramme strategy is to distribute all available vaccine as quickly as is operationally possible, 
prioritising those who are most vulnerable to COVID-19. The programme is based on the prin-
ciples of safety, effectiveness and fairness, with the objective of reducing severe illness, hospi-
talisations and deaths from COVID-19 infection. 

The immunisation programme in Ireland is based on the advice of the National Immunisa-
tion Advisory Committee (NIAC). The Committee’s recommendations are based on the preva-
lence of the relevant disease in Ireland and international best practice in relation to immunisa-
tion. It makes recommendations on vaccination policy to my Department. The NIAC review all 
data relating to COVID-19 vaccines on a rolling basis.

Following the recommendation for use of vaccines against COVID-19 by the European 
Medicines Agency (EMA) and authorisation for use by the European Commission, the National 
Immunisation Advisory Committee develops guidance for their use in Ireland which is con-
tained in the Immunisation Guidelines for Ireland. These guidelines are continuously updated 
and includes guidance on all new vaccines as they are approved for use in Ireland. The current 
Guidelines state: There are currently four COVID-19 Vaccines authorised for use in Ireland. 
The vaccines are not interchangeable. For vaccines that have a two dose schedule, the same 
vaccine should be used for both doses. 

You can read the guidelines at: 

www.hse.ie/eng/health/immunisation/hcpinfo/guidelines/covid19.pdf. 

There is insufficient evidence to recommend a change from the authorised two-dose Vaxzevr-
ia® schedule or to support giving a mRNA vaccine instead of a second dose of Vaxzevria®.
There is a need for further evidence on safety and effectiveness of mixed (heterologous)vaccine 
schedules. Further information is expected in the coming months which may warrant an update 
of these recommendations.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS06300Health Services

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS064002730. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the timeline for full resump-
tion of services at the Gay Men’s Health Service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[38930/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS065002731. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the status of the recruitment 
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of permanent staff at the Gay Men’s Health Service; if these permanent positions will be filled 
in 2021; if he plans end the practice of hiring agency staff at the service; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [38931/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSS06600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 2730 and 2731 together.

As these Parliamentary Question relate to operational issues, they are a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems.

The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity 
and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is 
again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamen-
tary Questions at that point. 

I can say however that the Gay Men’s Health Service (GMHS) reopened in January 2021 on 
a phased basis and in line with Government and HSE guidelines. The GMHS PrEP service has 
been recommenced and is seeing both new and returning service users. The Clinic’s Consultant 
in Infectious Diseases (GMHS and GUIDE Clinic, St James’s Hospital) and other doctors are 
providing virtual consultations, and PrEP service users attend GMHS for STI screening, blood 
testing and treatment as required.

Those with diagnosed STIs or requiring Hepatitis and/or HPV vaccine continue to be treated 
in GMHS also. A weekly STI clinic has commenced for symptomatic screening and treatment 
of both new and returning service users and, also, follow up for those who require further treat-
ment or vaccinations. The GMHS Nurse led asymptomatic screening service has also been re-
instated, following the recent HSE cyber attack.

The closure of the GMHS in 2020 resulted from the pressures arising from the Covid-19 
pandemic and related primarily to the necessary redeployment of increasing numbers of per-
sonnel to diverse COVID-19 related duties. Staff in the Gay Men’s Health Service (GMHS) 
were reassigned, by reason of necessity, to other HSE services.  Following the GMHS closure, 
significant efforts were made to maintain service provision through other locations, including 
the GUIDE Clinic in St. James’ Hospital.

Prior to the pandemic, the GMHS was staffed by 97% agency staff; this is no longer the case. 
Funding for the PrEP programme allowed pro-rata recurring funding to be allocated to GMHS 
in 2020. As a result of pandemic related pressures on staffing, recruitment in 2020 initially 
focussed on the services required to support the Covid-19 pandemic. However, a recruitment 
campaign to fill the posts for the GMHS PrEP programme commenced in the latter part of 2020 
and is progressing well, with the recruitment of additional nurses underway. IT improvements 
have also been put in place.

HSE Community Healthcare East advises that they have made every effort to restore, and 
maintain services as far as is possible, given current pandemic related pressures on resources. It 
should be noted that, in order to ensure compliance with HSE Covid-19 safety measures, capac-
ity at clinics is somewhat reduced, in order to maintain adherence to social distancing protocols.

The GMHS will continue to reinstate services on a phased basis and in line with the HSE’s 
Safe Return to Work Guide. Officials from the Department of Health and HSE Sexual Health 
and Crisis Pregnancy Programme are in regular contact with CHO6 in order to monitor prog-
ress. The GMHS website is updated regularly, and provides full details of services available, as 
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these are reinstated. It is hoped that GMHS services can be delivered to their full potential and 
developed further, once pandemic related constraints on health service capacity as a whole can 
be safely reduced.

  Question No. 2731 answered with Question No. 2730.

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT00200Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT003002732. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health if the discrepancies between the names 
as they appear on passports and those on vaccination cards or medical records will be resolved 
for the purposes of the EU Digital COVID Certificate.  [38932/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Minister for Health, I am sup-
porting the work of my Department in collaborating with relevant Departments under the lead-
ership of the Department of Taoiseach to assist in the on-going implementation of the EU 
Digital COVID Certificates. 

Certificates based on vaccination and recovery are now being issued. Citizens who have not 
received their Digital COVID Certificate and require it urgently to travel in the coming days 
can call the helpline on 1800 807 008. Certificates based on negative PCR and antigen tests 
for travel within the EU can be obtained from private testing services signed up to the Digital 
Covid Test Certificate Service.

Every effort has been made to ensure the data on EU Digital Covid Certificates is correct 
and complete. For citizens who have a concern about the detail on your Digital COVID Certifi-
cate, they can call the helpline on 1800 807 008 to have the details corrected.

The Digital COVID Certificate Regulation is intended to facilitate people’s fundamental 
right to move and reside freely and help to support the lifting of restrictions currently in place 
in a coordinated manner within the EU.

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT00500Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT006002733. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if a copy will be provided 
of the 2015 Report on the review of the statement of concern that children had been damaged 
by the HSE Orthodontic Services in Dublin Mid-Leinster (details supplied) the publication of 
which has been outstanding for over six years; the reason the publication has been delayed for 
so long; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [38933/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services.Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT00800Medicinal Products
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27/07/2021WRTTTTTT009002734. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Health if information will be 
provided on the efficacy or otherwise of the drug ivermectin as a treatment for Covid-19 and 
its potential utility or otherwise as an addition to the current highly effective vaccination pro-
gramme. [38938/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Deputy is advised that, previously 
at the request of the NPHET, HIQA conducted a rapid evidence review to identify studies on 
the effectiveness of (i) pharmaceutical and (ii) non-pharmaceutical interventions, in the ambu-
latory setting, aimed at reducing progression to severe disease in individuals with confirmed or 
suspected COVID-19. This evidence review included a review of relevant studies in relation to 
Ivermectin.  

As confirmed by HIQA’s COVID-19 Expert Advisory Group (www.hiqa.ie/sites/default/
files/2021-02/Interventions-to-prevent-progression_Advice.pdf), evidence regarding the effec-
tiveness of pharmaceutical treatments intended for systemic use, must be subject to the highest 
standards of rigour. Where a pharmaceutical intervention is recommended in the absence of 
appropriate supportive evidence, there is a significant potential for harm to the patient. Whereas 
this risk of harm may be justified in certain circumstances (e.g. the intervention poses minimal 
risk, or the setting involves patients with high potential to gain due to almost certain risk of 
severe adverse consequences in absence of any intervention) this is less likely to be the case in 
the setting of mild disease, where a great number of otherwise well patients would potentially 
receive the intervention. 

HIQA has also advised my Department that several international health technology assess-
ment or guideline development organisations have specifically reviewed the evidence to date on 
ivermectin in COVID-19 and have cautioned or advised against the use of ivermectin outside 
the setting of clinical trials on the basis of the current evidence. HIQA has also advised that the 
pharmaceutical company MSD (Merck, USA), which holds a license in the USA for the use of 
ivermectin as an antiparasitic agent, on 4 February 2021 published a statement including the 
following: 

“It is important to note that, to-date, our analysis has identified: 

- No scientific basis for a potential therapeutic effect against COVID-19 from pre-clinical 
studies; 

- No meaningful evidence for clinical activity or clinical efficacy in patients with COV-
ID-19 disease, and; 

- A concerning lack of safety data in the majority of studies. 

We do not believe that the data available support the safety and efficacy of ivermectin be-
yond the doses and populations indicated in the regulatory agency-approved prescribing infor-
mation.” 

Further research was undertaken by HIQA and updated advice was provided to the NPHET 
on 12 May: COVID-19 - Interventions and health related factors that prevent infection or mi-
nimise progression to severe disease. This document was subsequently published by HIQA on 
the 23 June 2021: www.hiqa.ie/sites/default/files/2021-06/Advice-to-NPHET_Interventions-
to-prevent-COVID-19.pdf.

One of the key findings of the review was that Ivermectin is not currently licensed for the 
treatment of COVID-19. From this evidence summary, there is currently insufficient informa-
tion on whether it can be safely used to prevent or reduce the severity of COVID-19. Ivermectin 
should therefore not be used as prophylaxis outside well-designed, regulated clinical trials as 
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the benefits and harms are not yet clear when taken in the context of COVID-19 treatment. 

Low certainty or very low certainty evidence was identified in relation to a small number 
of interventions. However, HIQA noted the low quality of the evidence available including the 
high risk of bias, small sample sizes and short durations of follow-up, different trials and ad-
vised that results from these studies should not be used to inform decision-making with respect 
to effectiveness. 

HIQA’s overall finding was that there is currently insufficient evidence of either effective-
ness or safety to support the use of any pharmaceutical intervention outside of well conducted, 
well-regulated clinical trials. Furthermore, no evidence was identified for the effectiveness or 
safety of any non-pharmaceutical interventions. 

I trust that the above information satisfactorily addresses your question.

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT01100Healthcare Policy

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT012002735. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the status of Ireland’s prog-
ress on implementing via legislation the WHO Code of Marketing on Breast-milk Substitutes; 
and the reason there has been limited progress made in this regard since 2013. [38447/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT013003171. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Health the status of Ireland’s 
progress on implementing, via legislation, the WHO Code of Marketing on Breast-Milk Sub-
stitutes; the reason there has been no progress made in this regard since 2013; his views on 
the reasons for the delay in adopting into domestic law the provisions of the WHO code in its 
entirety; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40574/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 2735 and 3171 together.

As the HSE Breastfeeding Action Plan 2016-2021 is an operational issue, it is a matter for 
the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to 
access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which 
has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, 
and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of 
the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to 
PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.  

I can say however that promoting an increase in the number of new mothers breastfeeding 
is a priority in the Healthy Ireland Strategic Action plan 2021-2025. Infant formula is needed as 
not all babies are breastfed. 2021 is the year of the 40th anniversary of the adoption of the In-
ternational Code of Marketing of Breast Milk Substitutes which is aimed at protecting children 
and families from inappropriate marketing of breastmilk substitute products. The Code covers 
infant formula products up to the age of 3 years. 

My Department works closely with the HSE National Breast Feeding Co-ordinator, who 
has responsibility for the implementation of the HSE Breastfeeding Action Plan 2016-2021. 
I have been advised that the HSE has established the National Breastfeeding Implementation 
Group to progress the actions. One of these is reviewing the Code of Marketing of Breast Milk 
Substitutes in public health services and this is at final draft stage and is due for implementation, 
across all health services in 2021. 



27 July 2021

1295

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT01500Home Care Packages

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT016002736. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which ap-
propriate care at home or in hospital can be provided in the case of a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38985/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT01800Health Services

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT019002737. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the steps that can be taken 
or are being taken to ensure the restoration of speech and language, occupational therapy or 
other therapies to meet the needs of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [38986/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT02000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT02100Hospital Facilities

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT022002738. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the expected date of 
completion of the 50 bed ward brief isolation rooms at Mayo University Hospital; if he will 
provide a copy of the prepared brief; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38990/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT023002742. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the expected date of 
completion of the upgrade of the ICU at Mayo University Hospital; if he will provide a copy of 
the prepared brief; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38994/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT02400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2738 
and 2742 together.

The upgrade of the ICU and 50 bed isolation rooms ward at Mayo University Hospital are 
both at concept stage and once the scope of these projects has been fully defined and an options 
appraisal has been completed, a full capital submission will be required to seek approval.

Since the outbreak of Covid-19 an investment of €2.8 million has taken place to upgrade 
existing ward facilities at Mayo University Hospital.  Approval has been granted to appoint a 
design team for upgrading the ED and Medical Assessment Unit, and temporary medical as-
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sessment units have been provided as an interim measure.  A capital project to upgrade the 
electrical infrastructure at Mayo University Hospital is also being progressed.

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT02500Hospital Facilities

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT026002739. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health if the HSSD upgrade for 
Mayo University Hospital has had the design completed; if it has received funding approval; 
when he anticipates the upgrade to take place and be completed; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [38991/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT02800Health Services

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT029002740. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the status of the ED/
AMAU including feedback from the national steering group; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter.  [38992/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT03100Health Services

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT032002741. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the expected date of 
completion of the aseptic isolation room, air handling unit and door upgrade at Mayo Univer-
sity Hospital; if he will provide a copy of the prepared brief; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [38993/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE’s National Cancer Control 
Programme (NCCP) advise that the scheduled replacement of the air handling unit and doors 
pertains to the proactive maintenance and replacement of existing equipment in the aseptic 
compounding unit in the pharmacy department at Mayo University Hospital.

This work is in line with the HSE equipment replacement and refreshment programme. The 
upgrade and replacement of this equipment will be carried out in line with HSE procurement 
requirements and will be organised in such a way so as not to impact on Systemic Anti-Cancer 
Therapy services when scheduled.



27 July 2021

1297

  Question No. 2742 answered with Question No. 2738.

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT03500Ambulance Service

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT036002743. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the number of times it 
has taken an ambulance more than 20, 40 minutes and more than one hour to reach patients 
that made emergency calls in County Mayo; the longest ambulance response time logged on a 
county basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [38995/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT03800Hospital Waiting Lists

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT039002744. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the current waiting times 
for consultations with audiologists on a county basis; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [38996/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services.Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT04100Home Help Service

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT042002745. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
on the home help waiting list in on a county basis; the number of persons awaiting home care 
packages on a county basis; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [38997/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   
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27/07/2021WRTTTTTT04400Hospital Facilities

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT045002746. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the number of beds in 
Belmullet hospital, County Mayo in use or available for use, respectively; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [38998/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT04700Hospital Inspections

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT048002747. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the number of HIQA site 
inspections that were carried out in 2021 in all rehabilitation and community inpatient health-
care services in County Mayo in 2021 (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [38999/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I have been advised by HIQA  that they 
confirm that the service providers mentioned in the details supplied have yet to be inspected to 
date in 2021. 

In addition, HIQA have advised that their routine schedule of inspection in HSE run services 
have been adversely impacted by the third wave of the COVID-19 pandemic as well as the HSE 
cyberattack in May. 

I have been advised by HIQA’s that it is their intention to carry out inspections of these fa-
cilities in the coming months. One finalised, inspection reports are published by HIQA on their 
website.    

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT05000Hospital Waiting Lists

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT051002748. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the waiting lists for 
primary medical certificates by county in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39000/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT05300Hospital Waiting Lists
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27/07/2021WRTTTTTT053272749. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
waiting and average wait times for orthopaedic treatment on a county basis by type of treat-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39001/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT05354Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last sixteen months as a di-
rect result of the COVID-19 pandemic and more recently as a result of the ransomware attack.

While significant progress was made in reducing waiting times from June 2020 onwards, 
the surge in Covid-19 cases in the first quarter of 2021, and the resultant curtailment of acute 
hospital services, is reflected in the most recently available waiting list figures to 13th May 
2021.

On 23 March 2021 the HSE published the “Safe Return to Health Services Plan”, outlining 
a three phased approach for the proposed restoration of services across Community Services, 
Acute Hospital Operations, Cancer Services and Screening Services. It sets target times for 
their safe return and details the conditions and challenges that will have to be met. However, 
the implementation of this plan was suspended pending the resolution of the recent ransomware 
attack, which had a significant impact on acute hospitals.  

The HSE has been working since 14th May last to recover the effects of the cyber attack 
on its systems. The HSE advise that at present most systems are operational and services are 
returning to normal activity. There is a challenge in back entering data and there are still a num-
ber of areas of ongoing concern. The HSE was already seeking to recover from the Covid peak 
in the first quarter of this year and the ransomware attack has delayed this and had the effect of 
increasing access delays for services.

At the 13th of May 2021, nationwide there were 11,073 patients waiting for an adult or 
child orthopaedic IPDC procedure, a reduction of 19% (-2,569) compared to the same period 
last year. 

Specifically in terms of hip and knee replacements, the National Treatment Purchase Fund 
(NTPF) have advised the Department that at the end of May 2020 there were 3,042 patients 
waiting for such a procedure. Through focused activity, and with the support of the NTPF, at the 
13th May 2021 this figure had fallen by 26 % to 2,256 patients.

The NTPF have advised that they have provided funding for a number of Insourcing initia-
tives to reduce Orthopaedic waiting lists in 2021, which will see 15,385 patients receive ap-
pointments and procedures. 

An additional €240 million has been provided in Budget 2021 for an access to care fund, 
€210m of which has been allocated to the HSE and a further €30m to the NTPF. This is to be 
used to fund additional capacity to address the shortfall arising as a result of infection control 
measures taken in the context of COVID-19, as well as addressing backlogs in waiting lists.

My Department, the HSE and the NTPF are currently working on a Multiannual Waiting 
List Plan to address waiting lists and bring them in line with Sláintecare targets over the com-
ing years.

The information requested by the Deputy concerning the number of persons waiting and 
average wait times for orthopaedic treatment on a county basis by type of treatment is outlined 
in the attached document.

Due to the ongoing IT issues triggered by the HSE cyber-attack, the NTPF has been unable 
to receive weekly national hospital waiting list data or downloads. The latest published waiting 
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list information was collated by the NTPF on 13th May 2021. 

The NTPF has advised that the health system does not collect the data necessary to calculate 
average wait times.  In particular, the time to treatment of patients who have already received 
their care is not collected.  The NTPF collects data on patients currently on the waiting list and 
the average time that these patients have been waiting is provided here.

Total IPDC Waiters for an Orthopaedic Procedure by Area of Residence by Wait Time Band as at 13/05/2021

Sum of Total Column Labels

Row Labels  0-6 Mths  6-12 Mths 12-18 Mths 18+ Mths Small Vol Time 
Band

Grand Total

Carlow 46 20 13 16 95

Cavan 80 14 5 14 113

Clare 121 80 35 18 254

Cork 229 79 46 28 382

Donegal 288 282 170 164 904

Dublin 1593 506 313 489 2901

Exception 280 51 36 38 405

Galway 339 157 146 252 894

Kerry 165 42 50 13 270

Kildare 293 113 94 136 636

Kilkenny 45 22 15 16 98

Laois 163 29 25 42 259

Leitrim 54 22 21 16 113

Limerick 204 149 71 19 443

Longford 72 15 18 37 142

Louth 55 15 11 19 100

Mayo 266 130 88 184 668

Meath 135 24 27 21 207

Monaghan 22 8 30

Offaly 164 36 35 73 308

Roscommon 79 43 36 64 222

Sligo 186 77 49 43 355

Small Vol Area 7 7

Tipperary 165 74 32 22 293

Waterford 95 18 17 13 143

Westmeath 172 33 33 65 303

Wexford 162 38 23 38 261

Wicklow 156 46 29 36 267

Grand Total 5629 2123 1438 1876 7 11073

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT05600Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT057002750. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the number of dentists in 
the dental treatment services scheme for each year since 2016, by county; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39002/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
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provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT05825Hospital Waiting Lists

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT058502751. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
waiting on lists as both inpatients and outpatients for Mayo University Hospital; the average 
wait time; the number waiting more than one, two, three and four years, respectively; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39003/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT058752752. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the wait time for outpa-
tient appointments at Mayo University Hospital and University Hospital Galway, respectively; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39004/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT058872753. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the number of children 
on the waiting list to see a paediatrician in County Mayo; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39005/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT058932754. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the number of children 
awaiting an outpatient appointment at Mayo University Hospital and University Hospital Gal-
way; the comparison to the same period in 2019; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39006/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT059002757. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the number of children 
on the waiting list to see a paediatrician on a county basis and the duration of time waiting in 
three-month blocks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39009/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTT05950Minister for Health(Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2751 to 
2754, inclusive, and 2757 together.

It is recognised that waiting times for scheduled appointments and procedures have been 
impacted in the last sixteen months as a direct result of the COVID-19 pandemic and more re-
cently as a result of the ransomware attack.

While significant progress was made in reducing waiting times from June 2020 onwards, 
the surge in Covid-19 cases in the first quarter of 2021, and the resultant curtailment of acute 
hospital services, is reflected in the most recently available waiting list figures to 13th May 
2021.

On 23 March 2021 the HSE published the “Safe Return to Health Services Plan”, outlining 
a three phased approach for the proposed restoration of services across Community Services, 
Acute Hospital Operations, Cancer Services and Screening Services. It sets target times for 
their safe return and details the conditions and challenges that will have to be met. However, 
the implementation of this plan was suspended pending the resolution of the recent ransomware 
attack, which had a significant impact on acute hospitals.  

The HSE has been working since 14th May last to recover the effects of the cyber attack 
on its systems. The HSE advise that at present most systems are operational and services are 
returning to normal activity. There is a challenge in back entering data and there are still a num-
ber of areas of ongoing concern. The HSE was already seeking to recover from the Covid peak 
in the first quarter of this year and the ransomware attack has delayed this and had the effect of 
increasing access delays for services. My Department  does not have full access to information 
on the impact of this ransomware attack on elective waiting lists but will provide an update as 
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soon as one is available.

An additional €240 million has been provided in Budget 2021 for an access to care fund, 
€210m of which has been allocated to the HSE and a further €30m to the NTPF. This is to be 
used to fund additional capacity to address the shortfall arising as a result of infection control 
measures taken in the context of COVID-19, as well as addressing backlogs in waiting lists.

My Department, the HSE and the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) are currently 
working on a Multiannual Waiting List Plan to address waiting lists and bring them in line with 
Sláintecare targets over the coming years.

Due to the ongoing IT issues triggered by the HSE cyber-attack, the NTPF has been unable 
to receive weekly national hospital waiting list data or downloads. The latest published waiting 
list information was collated by the NTPF on 13th May 2021. 

The NTPF has advised that the health system does not collect the data necessary to calculate 
average wait times.  In particular, the time to treatment of patients who have already received 
their care is not collected.  The NTPF collects data on patients currently on the waiting list and 
the average time that these patients have been waiting is provided here.

The information requested by the Deputy is outlined in the attached documents. This infor-
mation includes

- The number of children on the waiting list to see a paediatrician on a county basis and the 
duration of time waiting in three month blocks.

- The number of children awaiting an outpatient appointment at Mayo University Hospital 
and University Hospital Galway; the comparison to the same period in 2019.

- The number of children on the waiting list to see a paediatrician in County Mayo.

- The wait time for outpatient appointments at Mayo University Hospital and University 
Hospital Galway.

-The number of persons waiting on lists as both inpatients and outpatients for Mayo Uni-
versity Hospital; the average wait time; the number waiting more than one, two, three and four 
years.

Children Waiting for an Outpatient Appointment in Mayo and Galway University Hospitals 2019 v 2021

Sum of Total Column Labels

Row Labels 30/05/2019 13/05/2021

Galway University Hospitals 4589 4870

Mayo University Hospital 1540 1522

Grand Total 6129 6392

Total OP Paediatric Waiters for a Paediatric Consultant by Area of Residence by Wait Time Band as at 13/05/2021

Sum of 
Total

Column 
Labels

Row Labels  0-3 Months  3-6 Months  6-9 Months  9-12 
Months

12-15 
Months

15-18 
Months

18 Months + Grand Total

Carlow 208 81 71 45 30 20 104 559

Cavan 203 105 62 37 26 44 108 585

Clare 126 84 48 24 21 19 17 339

Cork 981 495 313 182 159 198 301 2629

Donegal 414 226 141 68 39 33 66 987

Dublin 4375 2564 2065 1184 1049 1378 5546 18161

Exception 188 88 67 39 26 21 118 547
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Total OP Paediatric Waiters for a Paediatric Consultant by Area of Residence by Wait Time Band as at 13/05/2021

Sum of 
Total

Column 
Labels

Row Labels  0-3 Months  3-6 Months  6-9 Months  9-12 
Months

12-15 
Months

15-18 
Months

18 Months + Grand Total

Galway 481 359 198 100 117 78 153 1486

Kerry 253 130 97 66 54 70 70 740

Kildare 770 387 326 219 179 188 867 2936

Kilkenny 209 71 46 30 25 17 61 459

Laois 232 132 102 74 60 55 161 816

Leitrim 62 33 29 21 15 10 23 193

Limerick 267 159 101 37 34 26 35 659

Longford 120 54 28 9 12 17 59 299

Louth 419 293 243 118 103 142 309 1627

Mayo 250 136 41 35 16 17 43 538

Meath 612 399 335 183 129 155 559 2372

Monaghan 142 74 57 37 36 34 78 458

Offaly 170 88 73 59 33 30 93 546

Roscommon 128 95 40 26 24 18 42 373

Sligo 173 90 86 51 48 43 52 543

Tipperary 282 142 119 39 27 24 55 688

Waterford 241 151 104 59 63 50 65 733

Westmeath 225 108 94 54 35 43 126 685

Wexford 409 201 96 49 52 37 167 1011

Wicklow 438 248 185 122 86 105 496 1680

Grand Total 12378 6993 5167 2967 2498 2872 9774 42649

Mayo University Hospital Outpatient Waiting List

 0-3 
Months

 3-6 
Months

 6-9 
Months

 9-12  
Months

12-15  
Months

15-18 Months 18-21 
Months

21-24 
Months

24-36 
Months

36-48 
Months

48+ 
Months

Grand 
Total

2367 1858 1742 1228 955 821 620 589 1823 932 1016 13951

Galway University Hospital Outpatient Waiting List

 0-3 
Months

 3-6 
Months

 6-9 
Months

 9-12 
Months

12-15 
Months

15-18 Months 18-21 
Months

21-24 
Months

24-36 
Months

36-48 
Months

48+ 
Months

Grand 
Total

11140 7254 6737 4656 3359 4497 4014 3165 7053 2780 1188 55843

OP Waiters in Mayo University Hospital as of 13/5/2021

Sum of 
Amount

Column 
Labels

Row Labels &lt; 1 year &lt; 2 years &lt; 3 years &lt; 4 years 4+ years Small Volume 
TimeBands

Grand Total

General 
Medicine

1675 914 485 289 124 3487

General 
Surgery

1939 809 302 3050

Geriatric 
Medicine

89 89

Gynaecology 588 9 597

Nephrology 61 30 29 31 29 180

Orthopaedics 1792 418 113 70 2393

Otolaryngol-
ogy (ENT)

470 560 634 343 630 2637

Paediatrics 289 289

Small Volume 
Specialties

6 6

Urology 107 79 54 69 91 400

Mean Num-
Days:

531

Median Num-
Days:

342
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  Question No. 2752 answered with Question No. 2751.

  Question No. 2753 answered with Question No. 2751.

  Question No. 2754 answered with Question No. 2751.

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU00200Hospital Waiting Lists

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU003002755. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
waiting to access the national counselling service by county; the average wait time; the num-
ber of persons waiting over one year by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39007/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU00500Hospital Waiting Lists

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU006002756. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
waiting for cataract surgery by county; the average wait time; the number waiting over one, 
two, three and four years, respectively by county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39008/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last sixteen months as a di-
rect result of the COVID-19 pandemic and more recently as a result of the ransomware attack.

While significant progress was made in reducing waiting times from June 2020 onwards, 
the surge in Covid-19 cases in the first quarter of 2021, and the resultant curtailment of acute 
hospital services, is reflected in the most recently available waiting list figures to 13th May 
2021.

On 23 March 2021 the HSE published the “Safe Return to Health Services Plan”, outlining 
a three phased approach for the proposed restoration of services across Community Services, 
Acute Hospital Operations, Cancer Services and Screening Services. It sets target times for 
their safe return and details the conditions and challenges that will have to be met. However, 
the implementation of this plan was suspended pending the resolution of the recent ransomware 
attack, which had a significant impact on acute hospitals. 

The HSE has been working since 14th May last to recover the effects of the cyber attack 
on its systems. The HSE advise that at present most systems are operational and services are 
returning to normal activity. There is a challenge in back entering data and there are still a num-
ber of areas of ongoing concern. The HSE was already seeking to recover from the Covid peak 
in the first quarter of this year and the ransomware attack has delayed this and had the effect of 
increasing access delays for services. My Department  does not have full access to information 
on the impact of this ransomware attack on elective waiting lists but will provide an update as 
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soon as one is available.

In recent years, my Department has worked with the HSE and the National Treatment Pur-
chase Fund (NTPF) to improve access for patients waiting for high volume procedures, in-
cluding cataracts. Ophthalmology services are provided throughout all hospital groups in the 
country, with cataract removal one of the key procedures carried out as part of this specialty.

A key development in improving access to Ophthalmology services was the opening of a 
stand-alone high-volume consultant-led cataract theatre by the University of Limerick Hospital 
Group in Nenagh Hospital in 2018, with the intention that it would facilitate patients from sur-
rounding geographical areas to avail of their treatment there. The impact of such initiatives can 
be seen in the reduction in the waiting times to access cataract procedures since 2019. At the 
13th of May 2021 there were 4,275 patients waiting for a cataract procedure compared to 6,437 
in January 2019.

An additional €240 million has been provided in Budget 2021 for an access to care fund, 
€210m of which has been allocated to the HSE and a further €30m to the NTPF. This is to be 
used to fund additional capacity to address the shortfall arising as a result of infection control 
measures taken in the context of COVID-19, as well as addressing backlogs in waiting lists.

My Department, the HSE and the NTPF are currently working on a Multiannual Waiting 
List Plan to address waiting lists and bring them in line with Sláintecare targets over the com-
ing years.

Due to the ongoing IT issues triggered by the HSE cyber-attack, the National Treatment 
Purchase Fund (NTPF) has been unable to receive weekly national hospital waiting list data 
or downloads. The latest published waiting list information was collated by the NTPF on 13th 
May 2021. 

The information requested by the Deputy, concerning the number of persons waiting for 
cataract surgery by county; the average wait time; the number waiting over one, two, three and 
four years, is outlined in the attached document.

The NTPF has advised that the health system does not collect the data necessary to calculate 
average wait times.  In particular, the time to treatment of patients who have already received 
their care is not collected.  The NTPF collects data on patients currently on the waiting list and 
the average time that these patients have been waiting is provided here.

Cataract Waiters by County as of 13/5/2021 - Please note that the 4+ years is too small to 
include so it’s been merged into 3+ years

Sum of Amount Column Labels

Row Labels &lt; 1 year &lt; 2 years &lt; 3 years 3+ years Grand Total

Carlow 23 13 5 41

Cavan 72 10 82

Clare 73 22 95

Cork 135 13 148

Donegal 124 45 169

Dublin 1469 133 20 1622

Galway 215 12 227

Kerry 27 27

Kildare 125 12 137

Kilkenny 19 10 29

Laois 36 36

Leitrim 21 11 32
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Sum of Amount Column Labels

Row Labels &lt; 1 year &lt; 2 years &lt; 3 years 3+ years Grand Total

Limerick 132 43 9 184

Longford 22 10 32

Louth 120 9 129

Mayo 90 14 5 109

Meath 223 20 243

Monaghan 52 52

Offaly 42 6 48

Roscommon 55 10 65

Sligo 98 26 6 130

Small Volume Areas 13 26 17 56

Tipperary 107 31 11 149

Unknown 13 13

Waterford 55 25 13 93

Westmeath 93 10 103

Wexford 72 24 18 114

Wicklow 96 14 110

Grand Total 3609 536 113 17 4275

Mean NumDays: 177

Median NumDays: 96

Area of Residence TimeBand Amount
Carlow &lt; 1 year 23
Cavan &lt; 1 year 72
Clare &lt; 1 year 73
Cork &lt; 1 year 135
Donegal &lt; 1 year 124
Dublin &lt; 1 year 1469
Galway &lt; 1 year 215
Kerry &lt; 1 year 27
Kildare &lt; 1 year 125
Kilkenny &lt; 1 year 19
Laois &lt; 1 year 36
Leitrim &lt; 1 year 21
Limerick &lt; 1 year 132
Longford &lt; 1 year 22
Louth &lt; 1 year 120
Mayo &lt; 1 year 90
Meath &lt; 1 year 223
Monaghan &lt; 1 year 52
Offaly &lt; 1 year 42
Roscommon &lt; 1 year 55
Sligo &lt; 1 year 98
Tipperary &lt; 1 year 107
Unknown &lt; 1 year 13
Waterford &lt; 1 year 55
Westmeath &lt; 1 year 93
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Area of Residence TimeBand Amount
Wexford &lt; 1 year 72
Wicklow &lt; 1 year 96
Carlow &lt; 2 years 13
Cavan &lt; 2 years 10
Clare &lt; 2 years 22
Cork &lt; 2 years 13
Donegal &lt; 2 years 45
Dublin &lt; 2 years 133
Galway &lt; 2 years 12
Kildare &lt; 2 years 12
Kilkenny &lt; 2 years 10
Leitrim &lt; 2 years 11
Limerick &lt; 2 years 43
Longford &lt; 2 years 10
Louth &lt; 2 years 9
Mayo &lt; 2 years 14
Meath &lt; 2 years 20
Offaly &lt; 2 years 6
Roscommon &lt; 2 years 10
Sligo &lt; 2 years 26
Small Volume Areas &lt; 2 years 13
Tipperary &lt; 2 years 31
Waterford &lt; 2 years 25
Westmeath &lt; 2 years 10
Wexford &lt; 2 years 24
Wicklow &lt; 2 years 14
Carlow &lt; 3 years 5
Dublin &lt; 3 years 20
Limerick &lt; 3 years 9
Mayo &lt; 3 years 5
Sligo &lt; 3 years 6
Small Volume Areas &lt; 3 years 26
Tipperary &lt; 3 years 11
Waterford &lt; 3 years 13
Wexford &lt; 3 years 18
Small Volume Areas 3+ years 17 
Question No. 2757 answered with Question No. 2751.

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU01500Primary Care Centres

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU016002758. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the current projected timeline 
for works to commence on the new primary care centre in Finglas, Dublin 11; if the HSE has 
tendered for the services of a design team to progress the project; if so, the projected timeline 
for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39029/21]
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27/07/2021WRUUUUUU01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Finglas has been identified as a high 
priority location for the development of a Primary Care Centre.   In 2012, a HSE direct-build 
Primary Care Centre was approved, and the Dublin City Council owned property on Mellowes 
Road was identified as the preferred site.

Following the decision not to grant planning permission in February 2015, HSE Estates 
in conjunction with local Primary Care Services Teams identified an alternative Dublin City 
Council site for a new Primary Care Centre in Finglas.   

The feasibility study for the Finglas Primary Care Centre is now complete.  The procure-
ment of a design team is underway, and design team tenders were returned in May.  The HSE 
will be in a position to appoint a design team in Q3 2021. 

It is important to recognise that the delivery of capital projects is a dynamic process and 
is subject to the successful completion of the various approval stages, in line with the Public 
Spending Code, which can impact on the timeline for delivery. 

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU01800Community Care

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU019002759. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health if he will fund and proceed 
with the specialist community diabetes teams which form part of the enhanced community care 
programme; if so, when this will occur in 2021; the status of progress in this area; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39030/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2760 answered with Question No. 1427.

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU02200Health Service Executive

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU023002761. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health when HSE Grangegorman 
primary care centre will reopen; if his attention has been drawn to the case of a person (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39032/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU02400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

In respect of the case of the person (details supplied), the HSE National Hearing Aid Centre 
offers a free service to people who have received HSE hearing aids. However, due to Covid-19 
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restrictions the walk-in service is currently suspended. Clients are requested to post their hear-
ing aids to the Audiology Services (Dublin North City and County), Grangegorman Primary 
Care Centre, Upper Grangegorman Road, Grangegorman, Dublin 7.

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU02500Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU026002762. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the NPHET 
forecast of the death rate from the delta variant per 1,000 cases of the virus in the most pessi-
mistic scenario based on different levels of vaccination across the population; the basis for these 
forecasts; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39055/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The modelling scenarios begin with 
some basic assumptions on the effective level of close social contact and the increased transmis-
sibility of the delta variant.  The level of close social contact is assumed to increase either to the 
level seen in early summer 2020 (moderate social contact) or late summer 2020 (higher social 
contact).  The transmissibility of the delta variant is uncertain, so the scenarios use conservative 
estimates (where the delta variant is 1.97 times more transmissible than the variants circulating 
in 2020, based on estimates from ECDC) or higher estimates (where delta is 2.4 times more 
transmissible, based on published UK estimates of the relative transmission advantages of the 
alpha and delta variants).   

This gives four scenarios for transmission, levels of infection and case numbers, ranging 
from optimistic (moderate social contact, conservative transmission advantage for delta) to pes-
simistic (higher social contact, higher transmission advantage for delta).   

We know that the widespread administration of vaccines means that there will be fewer 
infections, and that infections are less likely to lead to severe disease, hospitalisation and mor-
tality.  The vaccination programme is incorporated into the model. Vaccine uptake ranges from 
over 95% in older and vulnerable cohorts to 80% in young adults. The models assume that the 
first dose of a vaccine is approximately 60% effective in preventing symptomatic infection with 
the alpha variant, and the second dose increases effectiveness in preventing symptomatic infec-
tion to 80-90%. Furthermore, one dose of vaccine is assumed to offer 70-85% protection against 
severe disease, hospitalisation and death due to infection with the alpha variant, with a second 
dose increasing vaccine effectiveness against severe disease to 90-95%.   

Vaccines are known to be less effective in preventing symptomatic infection with delta, and 
this reduction in vaccine efficacy is taken into account in projecting the number of infections 
and cases in each scenario.  However, the available evidence suggests that vaccines are equally 
effective in preventing severe disease with delta compared to alpha, and this is assumed to be 
the case in the models.   

When all these factors are taken into account, on average per 1000 cases, the models project 
15-25 hospitalisations, 2-3 admissions to ICU, and 2-4 deaths. These ratios are comparable to 
what is being seen in the UK and other jurisdictions.

  Question No. 2763 answered with Question No. 2725.

  Question No. 2764 answered with Question No. 2725.

Question No. 2765 answered with Question No. 2271.

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU03000Health Services
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27/07/2021WRUUUUUU031002766. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Health if he will ad-
dress delays to developmental checks for young children in counties Carlow and Kilkenny; 
when these developmental checks by public health nurses will resume; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39069/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU03300Health Services

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU034002767. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Health the status of 
discussions between an organisation (details supplied) with the HSE regarding the transfer of 
the service to another provider following notice of registration cancellation by the Health Infor-
mation and Quality Authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39070/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU035003135. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Health the status of 
discussions between a service (details supplied) with the HSE regarding the transfer of the ser-
vice to another provider following notice of registration cancellation by the Health Information 
and Quality Authority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40376/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 2767 and 3135 together.

Camphill Communities of Ireland (CCoI) provides residential and day services to people 
with intellectual disabilities and other kinds of special needs in a number of communities in 
Community Health Care Organisations (CHOs) 4, 5 and 7 under a Section 39 service arrange-
ment with the HSE.  Duffcarrig is one of the CCoI communities located in County Wexford, 
which provides residential services to 24 people.

Following inspections at the Duffcarrig site,  HIQA issued a notice to Camphill Commu-
nities of Ireland (CCoI) on the 4th of June 2021, that the registration of Duffcarrig would be 
cancelled within 28 days, due to ongoing issues of non-compliance at the centre with the regula-
tions governing the provision of residential services to people with disabilities. 

As CCoI did not contest the decision, the cancellation of the registration of Camphill Com-
munity Duffcarrig took effect at 12 midday on Saturday 3 July 2021.

Under Section 64 of the Health Act, the HSE has a responsibility to operate the centre as if 
it were the registered provider from the date the cancellation came into effect. The HSE has in-
formed HIQA of the arrangements put in place to take over the operation of the centre and now 
are legally responsible for the safety and well-being of the residents concerned.  

The HSE are engaging closely with CCoI on a transition plan with a view to transferring 
the provision of services in the Duffcarrig facility to an alternative provider, with the objective 
that residents will continue to receive their residential care services at the Duffcarrig site. These 
discussions are ongoing.
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The foremost concern of Government is to ensure the continuity of services provided by 
Camphill in the interests of the service users and families who rely on these vital services and 
supports. I welcome the fact that HIQA inspectors will continue to monitor the centre during 
this transition to verify the safety and quality of service to residents is prioritised, which is my 
primary concern.

  Question No. 2768 answered with Question No. 2345.

  Question No. 2769 answered with Question No. 2701.

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU03900Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU040002770. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person 
(details supplied) will be examined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39091/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU04200Abortion Services

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU043002771. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Health if he plans to revert to the model 
of care that required physical attendance at a general practitioner practice before a person can 
obtain an abortion inducing medication once the Covid-19 related restrictions are lifted; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39098/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As part of the Government’s ongoing 
efforts to protect public health and limit the spread of COVID-19, the Department of Health 
and the HSE worked together last year to put arrangements in place to allow termination of 
pregnancy services in early pregnancy to be provided remotely.  

For the duration of the COVID-19 public health emergency, where the need for social dis-
tancing, reducing personal contacts and reducing the burden on medical practitioners are para-
mount, it will be possible for a woman to access a termination under section 12 of the Health 
(Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 (i.e. before 12 weeks) from her medical 
practitioner by telephone or video conference consultation.   

The arrangement enabling remote consultation will be reviewed once the public health 
emergency is declared over. There is regular ongoing engagement between the Department of 
Health and the HSE to monitor service provision, facilitate the smooth-running of the service 
and resolve any issues that may arise.

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU04500Primary Care Centres

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU046002772. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the status of the develop-
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ment of the primary care centre on Inisbofin; when the promised centre will be operational; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39102/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU04800Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU049002773. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) 
will be given a date for a face-to-face consultation. [39103/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.  

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU05100Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU052002774. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Health the reason free dental check-
ups under the school dental scheme which were carried out in second, fourth and sixth class 
are now only available to children in sixth class; the reason for the complete withdrawal of the 
service in some rural towns; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39104/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services.Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU05400Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU055002775. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Health if there is a long-term plan for 
school dental check-ups under the school dental scheme (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39106/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Smile agus Sláinte, the National Oral 
Health Policy, was published in 2019 and sets out Government policy regarding oral health 
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services.

Currently dental care for children under 16 is provided by the Public Dental Service of the 
HSE in accordance with 1994 Dental Health Action Plan, with a strong emphasis on prevention. 
This is delivered through targeted screening and prevention for school children at certain dental 
developmental milestones and for special needs groups. 

Under the new Policy, all children up to 16 years will have available to them eight oral 
healthcare packages consisting of examinations, assessments (including orthodontic assess-
ments), advice, prevention interventions, emergency care and referral as appropriate. The pack-
ages will be provided in a primary care setting by oral healthcare practitioners contracted by the 
HSE. The roll-out of these packages of care will take place incrementally.

Forty-one actions were identified within the Policy, which will be delivered over the next six 
to seven years. Nine priorities were identified for the first three years following publication of 
the Policy, one of which is to progress prevention and primary care packages for children up to 
16 years of age. Despite the current public health emergency, work to prepare for implementa-
tion is being undertaken in my Department and progress is being made on the Priority Actions 
identified in the Policy in the areas within my Department’s remit.

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU05700Care Services

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU058002776. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the progress being made in 
reviewing and updating the National Carers’ Strategy; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [38896/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland’s National Carers’ Strategy is 
designed around a core vision which recognises and respects carers as key care partners who 
are supported to maintain their own health and well-being, care with confidence and who are 
empowered to participate as fully as possible in economic and social life. 

Under the Strategy, a range of measures have been introduced or extended by my Depart-
ment to support family carers in recent years.  Most recently, the Government allocated €2 
million in Budget 2021 to advance the implementation of the National Carers’ Strategy, with a 
focus on providing a more standard package of supports to family carers in every region. My 
Department is currently working on the details of this allocation with the HSE.   

The Programme for Government contains a firm commitment to progress the review and 
update of the National Carers’ Strategy, and this is a priority for me, as Minister for Health.  To 
this end, my Department will undertake preparatory work this year in relation to the design, 
scope and workplan for delivering a review of the Strategy.  Furthermore, my Department is 
committed to keeping all the key stakeholders informed in relation to our progress in this area, 
including relevant government departments, representative organisations and those who advo-
cate on behalf of family carers.

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU06000Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU061002777. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health if post-mortem tests 
were carried out on each person that died with Covid-19 in order to confirm the cause of death 
as being due to Covid-19 in view of comments made (details supplied); if so, the number of 
tests that were carried out; the results of same from March 2020 to June 2021; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [39108/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Deputy may wish to note that for 
surveillance purposes, the Health Protection Surveillance Centre’s (HPSC) definition of CO-
VID-19 deaths includes deaths in all possible, probable and confirmed COVID-19 cases  and 
all should be notified, unless there is a clear alternative cause of death that cannot be related 
to COVID-19 infection (e.g. trauma). There should be no period of complete recovery from 
COVID-19 between the illness and death. All COVID-19 deaths are notified regardless of the 
setting, including home, community and hospital settings. The HPSC reports all deaths among 
these COVID-19 cases as outlined above and does not just confine the death reporting to those 
who die within 28 days of a positive test. This is in line with how COVID-19 cases are reported 
by the majority of European countries and follows WHO guidance for COVID-19 death sur-
veillance.

Confirmed and suspected or possible Covid-19 related deaths are reportable to the relevant 
District Coroner in every case. The Coroner determines if a post mortem is required to establish 
the cause of death. In most cases where the diagnosis of Covid-19 has been established, a post 
mortem examination will not be required unless other circumstances are present and the law 
mandates an autopsy to be directed by the Coroner. Further information and guidance in rela-
tion to the Coroners Service and deaths due to Covid-19 infection is available at the following 
link - hse.drsteevenslibrary.ie/ld.php?content_id=32848220.

Statistics for the specific number of Covid-19 post-mortems carried out is an operational 
issue, and is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the 
HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the 
recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disrup-
tion to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume 
normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a 
position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Ques-
tions at that point.

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU06300Healthcare Policy

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU064002778. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health if an Irish person who has suf-
fered a stroke in the United States of America and returns home in need of continued support, 
for example, occupational therapy, physical therapy and possibly permanent residential facility 
is entitled to same. [39109/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUU06500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Irish Public Health System pro-
vides for two categories of eligibility for persons ordinarily resident in the country, i.e. full 
eligibility (medical cards) and limited eligibility. In order to be deemed as “ordinarily resident” 
an individual must be a resident in Ireland for at least 12 months or can provide proof that they 
intend to live here for at least 12 months. Full eligibility is determined primarily by reference 
to income limits and determination of an individual’s eligibility status is the responsibility of 
the HSE.

Individuals with full eligibility can access a range of services including general practitio-
ner services, prescribed drugs and medicines, all public hospital in-patient services including 
consultant services, all public hospital out-patient services including consultant services, home 
nursing, dental, ophthalmic, and aural services and appliances, a termination of pregnancy ser-
vice and a maternity and infant care service. Individuals with limited eligibility are eligible 
for in-patient and outpatient public hospital services including consultant services, subject to 



27 July 2021

1315

certain charges. Other services such as allied healthcare professional services may also be made 
available to persons with limited eligibility.  

The HSE is responsible for the provision of therapy services at an operational level with 
access to these services determined by an individuals assessed clinical need.  It should however 
be acknowledged that access to some therapies in some localities may be subject to capacity 
constraints, although every effort is being made to address these and to ensure that services are 
available to those that need them. 

Residential placements for people with a disability are provided on the basis of need and 
within available resources. Placements are considered following detailed clinical assessments 
by HSE services. The HSE engages with families to ensure that those with the greatest need are 
prioritised. Access to places for those with the most complex needs are allocated on a priority 
basis and appropriate availability of service.  

In relation to residential care should an individual require it, the HSE administers the Nurs-
ing Home Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as Fair Deal, which is a system of 
financial support for people who require long term residential care. Participants contribute to 
the cost of their care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost. The 
Scheme aims to ensure that long-term residential care is accessible and affordable for every-
one, and that people are cared for in the most appropriate settings. Information relating to this 
Scheme can be found on the HSE’s website.

  Question No. 2779 answered with Question No. 1427.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV00225Hospital Facilities

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV002502780. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health when construction of the two 
new operating theatres at Merlin Park Hospital, Galway is completed, if the full capacity of staff 
will be available including consultant anaesthetists, nursing staff and elective beds to ensure 
that the new operating theatres can operate at full capacity and address the long waiting lists for 
orthopaedic surgery; when the new operative theatres will be operating at full capacity; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter.  [39119/21]

 Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The two orthopaedic theatres under 
construction at Merlin Park University Hospital Galway are replacement theatres and are due 
for completion by the end of the year.  They are expected to be equipped and in operation early 
in 2022.  Some extra staff are being sought to facilitate an increase in the number of sessions 
per week that will be undertaken in the theatres.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV00300Departmental Schemes

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV004002781. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health when the promised replacement 
schemes for the mobility allowance and the motorised transport grant will be delivered; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [38900/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): By way of 
background, two schemes, the Mobility Allowance and Motorised Transport Grant, were put 
in place in 1979 and 1968 respectively, for operation by the Health Service Executive (HSE) 
at a time when there was limited availability of accessible public transport.  The Government 
decided to close these administrative schemes in 2013, on foot of the reports of the Ombudsman 
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in 2011 and 2012 regarding the legal status of both Schemes in the context of the Equal Status 
Acts. 

In 2013, the Government also decided to continue payment of the monthly Mobility Allow-
ance on an interim basis, to those who were in receipt of the Mobility Allowance at the time that 
the Scheme closed.  Of the 4,700 individuals in receipt of the Mobility Allowance (€9 million 
per annum) when the Scheme closed in 2013, there are 3,532 people in receipt of the interim 
payments at March, 2021. 

At the whole of Government level, the National Disability Inclusion Strategy 2017-2021 
sets the overall framework for the equal participation of people with disabilities in society.  
Monitoring of the implementation of the Strategy is being overseen by the National Disability 
Inclusion Strategy Steering Group which comprises key Government Departments, the Na-
tional Disability Authority and the Disability Stakeholders Group. 

Under the Strategy, the Department of Transport, has responsibility for the continued devel-
opment of accessibility and availability of accessible public transport and is committed to the 
continued development of accessible public transport in recognition of the importance of such 
services to the lives of people with disabilities.  

Work is ongoing on the policy proposals for the provision of transport supports for people 
with disabilities.  I intend to revert to Government with proposals in due course.  Recent devel-
opments which will impact on the policy options include the following: 

-  The ongoing progress by the Department of Transport in providing accessible public 
transport nationally   and that Department’s public consultation, to review active travel and 
public transport policy, including accessible public transport;   

-  The Cost of Disability Study currently underway which was commissioned by the Depart-
ment of Employment Affairs and Social Protection as part of Budget 2019.  The research, when 
complete, will inform policy direction in relation to the provision of adequate supports to meet 
the needs of people with disabilities, including transport costs; 

-  The Working Group established the Strategy by the Department of Justice and Equality 
to lead a review of all Government funded transport and mobility schemes for people with dis-
abilities; and 

-  The review of the Disabled Drivers and Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme by the 
Department of Finance. 

Other transport supports available to persons with disabilities in the State include the Free 
Travel Scheme operated by the Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection; the 
Revenue Commissioners Disabled Drivers and Passengers (Tax Concessions) Scheme; and 
measures funded under the Department of Rural and Community Development CLÁR Pro-
gramme, including “Mobility Care Transport”, to provide grants to voluntary organisations 
providing transport for people with significant mobility issues.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV00600Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV007002782. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health his views on and if he will 
respond to proposals raised in correspondence by a group (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39154/21]
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27/07/2021WRVVVVVV00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The COVID-19 
pandemic has led to an unprecedented challenge across our health services and none more so 
than in our nursing homes. The pandemic has been a hugely difficult time for all residents, 
relatives, and staff of nursing homes.  While it is undoubtedly important that we learn from 
our responses to the pandemic, it must be recognised that the pandemic has not concluded. At 
this time, a priority focus of Government remains the ongoing management of the COVID-19 
response.

Although significant progress has been made in relation to the roll-out of the vaccination 
programme and the current situation in nursing homes is broadly stable, the prevalence of the 
more transmissible Delta variant is rapidly increasing in Ireland. This poses a significant risk, 
particularly to those who are not yet fully protected though vaccination, which must be man-
aged.

It is also important to recognise that learning from the early stages of the pandemic has 
been integral to the Government’s responses as the pandemic has progressed. The COVID-19 
Nursing Homes Expert Panel considered lessons learned from the initial wave of the pandemic 
in developing recommendations that focus on immediate, short-term actions required for the 
response to COVID-19 as well as on long-term actions required to effect the strategic reform of 
nursing home systems, operation, policy, and legislation.

Continuing the approach of the Expert Panel, the HSE will undertake a detailed analysis 
of the management and outcomes that occurred during COVID-19 pandemic, with lessons for 
causal factors and preparedness for infection prevention and control, in line with recommenda-
tion theme 6 of the Expert Panel’s report.

The blend of operational data from the frontline, voluntary surveys’ findings and key stake-
holder feedback also continuously provide insight into the current status of the nursing home 
sector’s response to COVID-19.

The ongoing learning from the pandemic, including consideration of new evidence and in-
formation that emerges nationally and internationally, is critical to the Government’s continued 
response to the pandemic as it evolves.

I wish to advise that a reply will issue to the correspondence referred to by the Deputy in 
due course.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV00900Health Services

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV010002783. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
multidisciplinary team for adolescent trans healthcare; if he will provide an outline regarding 
the process of it being established; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39155/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this Par-
liamentary Question relates to operational issues, it is a matter for the HSE. 

However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.
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27/07/2021WRVVVVVV01200Legislative Measures

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV013002784. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the status of the drafting of the 
public health (tobacco and nicotine inhaling products) Bill. [39156/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): A first draft of the Public Health (To-
bacco and Nicotine Inhaling Products) Bill is awaited from the Office of Parliamentary Coun-
sel. The General Scheme of the Bill was referred to the Oireachtas Committee on Health for 
pre-legislative scrutiny following approval by Government in October 2019. A date for pre-
legislative scrutiny is still to be confirmed.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV01500Healthcare Policy

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV016002785. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health the date on which the free general 
practitioner care for under 8s will commence; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39157/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV017002791. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health when the extension of 
the under 6s general practitioner visit card to under 8s will be implemented; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39180/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV01800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2785 
and 2791 together.

The Government is committed to increasing access to GP care without charges for chil-
dren, an important healthcare measure that will remove a potentially prohibitive cost barrier 
to accessing GP care and will help to improve children’s health as they develop. At present all 
children under six years of age are eligible for a GP visit card and therefore GP care without 
charges.

The Health (General Practitioner Service and Alteration of Criteria for Eligibility) Act 2020 
provides, amongst other things, for the phased expansion of GP care without fees to all children 
aged 12 years and under. The initial stage of this phased expansion will be the provision of GP 
care without fees to all children aged between 6 and 8.

The appropriate date for commencing the expansion remains under consideration in light of 
COVID-19 and the additional pressures the expansion might place on general practice in that 
context. This date will be determined following consultation with the IMO. It is important to 
ensure that any additional pressures placed on general practice will not limit its capacity to meet 
the needs of all patients in the community.

  Question No. 2786 answered with Question No. 2601.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV02000Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV021002787. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health his plans to cease all activities 
at a home (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39160/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
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shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV02300Health Services

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV024002788. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the status of the reopening of 
the HSE Keltoi Rehabilitation Unit; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39161/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this Par-
liamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 

Members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the infor-
mation to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a 
temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is 
working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas 
will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are 
encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point  .

I can provide the Deputy with the most recent  information provided by the HSE in relation 
to Keltoi Residential Unit on the 05th May 2021.

Keltoi Residential Unit previously provided residential rehabilitation program to service 
users as follow on to participants completing a residential detox program.  As part of the HSE 
response to Covid-19 services provided by Keltoi were suspended so that the facility could be 
used as part of our critical response to the challenge of Covid-19 in our area.

The facility in Keltoi provides a specific Social Inclusion response to the management of 
Covid-19 in the area that cannot be met within other services that have been set up by the HSE. 
The requirement for the use of Keltoi as Covid-19 response will be continually reviewed but it 
is anticipated that Keltoi would be required for the foreseeable future.

The HSE had previously moved the aftercare programme to our Stanhope Centre in Dublin 
7 rather than in Keltoi. This programme has continued to operate delivered by Keltoi counsel-
ling staff who are based in the Stanhope Centre since the residential programme closed through 
online sessions. Staff from Keltoi triaged all aftercare clients and provided 1 to 1 counselling 
by telephone / online and online group work for others that were in aftercare so as service users 
were still provided therapeutic support. Also additional health and social supports, including 
consultant psychiatrist support have continued to be provided as required.

The closure of Keltoi has reduced an average 52 treatment beds per year and HSE has pur-
chased extra capacity in other Tier 4 services for addiction service users to accommodate the 
above shortfall across the Dublin region.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV02600Health Services

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV027002789. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health his views on the need for secu-
lar residential rehabilitation and detox facilities. [39162/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The national 
health policy in relation to addiction is set out in Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery; A 
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health led response to drug and alcohol use in Ireland 2017 -2025.

Under the Health Act 2004, as amended, the HSE is responsible for the provision of health 
and personal social services including addiction services. The HSE either providers these ser-
vices directly or contracts to have them provided on its behalf.

Organisations which provide addiction services and are funded by the HSE are required to 
meet minimum standards in the delivery of services across a range of criteria which form the 
basis of any service level agreement.

The Department has no jurisdiction over agencies that provide private addiction treatment 
services. There is currently no provision in legislation for the regulation or inspection of resi-
dential treatment or rehabilitation centres specialising in addiction. 

I am committed to ensuring there is transparent monitoring and oversight of publicly funded 
drug and alcohol treatment services. 

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV02900Health Services

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV030002790. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health his plans to recognise and sup-
port persons in recovery from addiction. [39163/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The national 
drug strategy, Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery, sets out government policy on drug and 
alcohol use for the period 2017 to 2025. The strategy provides an integrated public health ap-
proach to drug and alcohol use, focused on reducing the harms for individuals, families and 
communities and promoting rehabilitation and recovery.  

The strategy commits to supporting people with substance misuse issues on their journey 
to recovery.

A number of important measures have been introduced to improve access to drug and alco-
hol services.  In 2020 these measures included;

(a) the recruitment of four drug and alcohol liaison midwives to support pregnant women,

(b) the commencement of a residential treatment services for women with children in the 
mid-west and south regions, and 

(c) the commencement of a community-based alcohol treatment service in Galway. 

The full year costs of implementing these measures are €2.1m in 2021. 

I announced new funding of €4.1m for the following drug and alcohol services in Budget 
2021:

-  €1m to develop targeted drug and alcohol initiatives through the network of drug and alco-
hol task forces. The allocation of this funding will be Informed by the outcome of the midterm 
review of Reducing Harm Supporting Recovery, and emerging trends and priorities.   

-  €2m to increase residential treatment services for people with severe drug and alcohol 
dependency across the country, including a step-up stabilisation facility in CHOs Cork/Kerry, 
Mid-West and South East and a low threshold programme in Dublin North East Inner City

-   €700,000 to expand community and family support services, including initiatives in 
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Donegal/Leitrim/Sligo, Louth/Meath, Cork/Kerry, and Dublin North Inner City

-  €400,000 for harm reduction initiatives, including pilot drug monitoring at festivals and 
the night-time economy, expanded access to the drugs and alcohol helpline and increased provi-
sion of naloxone

A further €4.2 million will be provided in 2021 for the continued treatment of an additional 
700 clients on opioid substitution treatment (OST), who were given access to OST in 2020 un-
der the Covid-19 contingency plan for people who use drugs.

  Question No. 2791 answered with Question No. 2785.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV03300Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV034002792. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of drug and alco-
hol taskforce chairpersons who are direct employees of the HSE by taskforce in tabular form. 
[39186/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The Local 
and Regional Drugs Task Force Handbook sets out the role, responsibilities and appointment 
process of a Task Force Chairperson.  

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2793 answered with Question No. 1424.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV03700General Practitioner Services

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV038002794. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the waiting lists for access to general practitioner services in Balbriggan, County Dublin; if 
his attention has been further drawn to the lengthy wait for those who are registered with a 
general practitioner to access appointments; if there are plans to provide additional general 
practitioner services to alleviate this chronic backlog; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39203/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is aware of the work-
force issues currently facing general practice, including the limited access to GP services in 
certain areas, and has implemented a number of measures to improve recruitment and retention 
in general practice.

These include changes to the entry provisions to the GMS scheme to accommodate more 
flexible/shared GMS GP contracts, and to the retirement provisions for GPs under the GMS 
scheme, allowing GPs to hold GMS contracts until their 72nd birthday. Enhanced supports for 
rural GP practices have also been introduced. 

The 2019 Agreement on GP contractual reforms will see the Government increase invest-
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ment in general practice by approximately 40% (€210 million) between 2019 and 2023, provid-
ing for significant increases in capitation fees for GPs who participate in the reform programme 
and the introduction of new fees and subsidies for additional services such as the chronic disease 
programme. The Agreement provides for increased support for GPs working in rural practices 
and for those in disadvantaged urban areas, and for improvements to maternity and paternity 
leave arrangements. 

The number of GPs entering training has been increased steadily over the previous years, 
rising from 120 in 2009 to 213 in 2020. Following the transfer of responsibility for training 
General Practitioners from the HSE to the Irish College of General Practitioners, the number of 
GPs entering training has further increased this year to 233.

These measures will see an increase in the number of GPs working in the State, improving 
access to GP services for patients throughout the country.

  Question No. 2795 answered with Question No. 2265.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV04100Health Services

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV042002796. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health when the primary care, 
disability service and school inclusion waiting lists that were referred to recently in Dáil Éire-
ann are set to be finalised; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39212/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV04400Hospital Facilities

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV045002797. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if the recent HIQA rec-
ommendation that all elderly residents should have a personal space of 7.4 m2 around their 
bed will result in the loss of any bed and therefore reduced capacity at a hospital St. Joseph’s 
Hospital, Ennis; the possible repercussion for care centres nationwide implementing this rec-
ommendation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39213/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The provision of 
residential care is part of a range of measures aimed at meeting the needs of older people who 
require additional supports.

The safety and quality of care provided to people living in nursing homes is of the greatest 
importance. To that end, the Department of Health continues to work closely with the Health 
Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) and nursing home providers to ensure that the high-
est standards continue to be met. 

The regulation referred to states that “On and from 1st January 2022, a bedroom in a des-
ignated centre which was carrying on the business of a designated centre on or before 1st July 
2009 or a part of a designated centre where such business was carried on before that date shall 
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have an area of not less than 7.4 square metres of floor space, which area shall include the space 
occupied by a bed”.

This regulation means that providers must provide a minimum of 7.4 square metres per 
resident in a bedroom, rather than requiring 7.4 square metres between residents.

?The HSE’s National Service Plan 2021 contains a number of measures designed to mitigate 
the risk of a reduction of capacity in some nursing homes arising from both regulatory com-
pliance and from infection and prevention control measures in place arising from COVID-19. 
These include funding for an additional 1,250 community beds to reduce the number of older 
people in long stay residential care through purposing existing or developing additional re-
habilitation and intermediate care beds, expanding reablement and outreach services and by 
significantly increasing home support hours.

With regards to the community nursing unit referred to by the Deputy, as this Parliamentary 
Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the 
Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer 
Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-
down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to 
restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised 
as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to 
resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.  

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV04700Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV048002798. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the position of soft play cen-
tres  in the Covid-19 reopening pathways. [39222/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV049002800. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health when play activity centres will 
be allowed to reopen given operators of such centres require clarity urgently on their plan for 
reopening; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39225/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV050002816. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the plans he has for the re-
opening of indoor play facilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39241/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV051002912. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if his Department has con-
sulted with other Departments or with the indoor leisure sector to proactively set guidelines for 
the safe reopening of the sector, for example, play centres once NPHET advises it is safe to 
resume these activities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39633/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2798, 
2800, 2816 and 2912 together.

As the Deputies will be aware, on 29 June, Government announced the next phase of re-
opening the economy and society in line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead. 

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme and the position had been broadly stable over the earlier part of June, the prevalence of 
the more transmissible Delta variant is rapidly increasing in Ireland and this poses a significant 
risk, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated. For this reason, a number of higher 
risk indoor activities will not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the implementation of 
a system to verify vaccination or immunity status. 
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Unfortunately, due to current uncertainties with regard to the Delta variant there is not yet 
an indication of when indoor play activity centres or soft play centres will reopen. The epide-
miological situation will be monitored on an ongoing basis and the level of restrictions will be 
kept under review by Government.

There is a range of guidance for businesses including the Work Safely Protocol (www.gov.
ie/en/publication/bb7fd-work-safely-protocol/) and extensive guidance from the HPSC avail-
able online: www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/employers-
employeesguidance/.

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines. 

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV05300Disability Services

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV054002799. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health if he will consider providing 
funding for a group (details supplied) that has been providing services to autistic children in 
Limerick for the past four years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39224/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2800 answered with Question No. 2798.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV05700Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV058002801. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health when a vaccine (details sup-
plied) will be approved for use in Ireland which is approved by the WHO; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39226/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland is participating in an EU Pro-
curement process with a view to accessing a portfolio of candidate vaccines against COVID-19 
which are being negotiated with vaccine manufacturers by the Commission acting on behalf 
of Member States. Emergency Support Instrument (ESI) funding has been leveraged by the 
Commission to facilitate its negotiations with vaccine manufacturers, including with regard to 
production costs and securing a reduced per dose cost for Member States.

This process has provided Ireland with access to vaccines (at a reduced cost) that it would 
find it difficult to access otherwise within a year after the declaration of a Public Health Emer-
gency of International Concern by the WHO. Four of the vaccines in the EU portfolio have 
already been awarded Conditional Marketing Authorisation (CMA) by the Commission.

Ireland supports efforts made by the Commission to safeguard the production and delivery 
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of doses of vaccine in the quantities agreed with vaccine suppliers and to ensure that up-front 
funding provided through ESI has been properly used.

COVID-19 vaccines can only be approved and used if they comply with all the requirements 
of quality, safety and efficacy set out in the EU pharmaceutical legislation. No vaccine will be 
used until market authorisation from the European Medicines Agency (EMA) is obtained and 
any authorised vaccine will be subject to ongoing monitoring in Ireland by the Health Product 
Regulatory Authority (HPRA).

The delivery of vaccines under APAs that the Commission has negotiated on behalf of 
Member States are predicated upon a CMA being obtained from the Commission (on the basis 
of a positive recommendation being awarded by the EMA).

The awarding of a CMA provides a high level of assurance that a vaccine has undergone 
rigorous testing and has met the requirements of the independent regulatory process as regards 
demonstrating its quality, safety and efficacy.

The Sinopharm vaccine has not been awarded a CMA to date.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV06000Disabilities Assessments

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV061002802. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that the change in structure of children’s disability services in Cork has meant no new 
services are currently being offered to children. [39227/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVV06200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW00200Disabilities Assessments

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW003002803. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who are 
currently awaiting an assessment of need in Wicklow CHO6; the number that have been waiting 
less than three, three to six, six to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39228/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.
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27/07/2021WRWWWWWW00500Disabilities Assessments

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW006002804. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who are 
currently awaiting an assessment of need in west Wicklow CHO7; the number that have been 
waiting less than three, three to six, six to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39229/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW00800Disabilities Assessments

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW009002805. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who are 
currently awaiting an assessment with the school age team in Wicklow CHO6; the number that 
have been waiting less than three, three to six, six to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular 
form in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39230/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW01100Disabilities Assessments

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW012002806. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who are 
currently awaiting an assessment with the school age team in west Wicklow CHO7; the number 
that have been waiting less than three, three to six, six to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular 
form in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39231/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW01400Disability Services
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27/07/2021WRWWWWWW015002807. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who are 
on the waiting list for an appointment for early intervention services for speech and language 
therapy, occupational therapy and psychology in Wicklow CHO6 by waiting list timeframes 
less than three, three to six, six to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39232/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW01700Disability Services

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW018002808. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who are 
on the waiting list for an appointment for early intervention services for speech and language 
therapy, occupational therapy and psychology in CHO7 west Wicklow broken down by waiting 
list timeframes less than three, three to six, six to 12 and more than 12 months in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39233/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW02000Disability Services

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW021002809. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of adults awaiting 
occupational therapy in CHO6 Wicklow and CHO7 West Wicklow; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39234/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW02300Dental Services 
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27/07/2021WRWWWWWW024002810. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of children and adults 
on the dental appointment waiting list in County Wicklow; the average waiting times for ap-
pointments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39235/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW02600Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW027002811. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of children and adults 
on the orthodontic waiting lists in County Wicklow; the average waiting times for appoint-
ments; the number waiting more than six months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39236/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW02900Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW030002812. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of persons waiting 
on the CAMHS waiting list in County Wicklow; the average waiting time; the number waiting 
more than six months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39237/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW03200Home Care Packages
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27/07/2021WRWWWWWW033002813. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of persons that are 
awaiting homecare support in County Wicklow; the number of hours allocated in 2019, 2020 
and to date in 2021 in County Wicklow; the average number of hours granted to each successful 
applicant; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39238/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW03500Health Services

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW036002814. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
waiting list for ophthalmology in County Wicklow; the average waiting time for appointment 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39239/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW03800Health Services

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW039002815. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the timeline for the implemen-
tation of CAR-T therapy here. [39240/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): CAR-T is a novel treatment for patients 
with cancer. It is a patient-specific, individualised cell therapy that consists of genetically modi-
fying the patient’s own T lymphocytes. Two CAR-T therapies were licensed as medicines by 
the EU in 2018 and a further one was licensed in late 2020.

Although licensed as a medicine by the EMA, there are technical processes required to sup-
port the use of CAR-T therapy which are more multifaceted than standard drug administration. 
These involve a complex supply chain, laboratory accreditation and other specific supports to 
be in place in addition to the drug reimbursement approval. As a result, CAR-T can only be car-
ried out at designated, accredited centres that have been assessed and accredited from a quality 
control and a process management perspective. The administration of CAR-T must occur in 
hospitals with the appropriate infrastructure and trained staff.

In preparation for a CAR-T service in Ireland the NCCP has:

-  formally designated the National Stem Cell Transplantation unit at St James’s Hospital 
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(SJH) and the Haematopoietic Stem Cell Transplant Unit in Children’s Health Ireland at Crum-
lin as the initial sites to deliver this service for adult and paediatric patients on the island of 
Ireland; 

-  supported SJH and CHI at Crumlin in progressing the technical/service readiness ele-
ments required;

-  agreed a service specification and a patient pathway for adult and paediatric patients 
whereby all patients to be considered for CAR-T must be discussed at the appropriate multi-
disciplinary team (MDT) meeting in the designated CAR-T centre. This agreed pathway will 
ensure that there is a clear clinical governance structure in place for these services; and

-  agreed the basis of a national CAR-T Review Group whose role will be to consider all 
patients who have been referred for discussion at the designated CAR-T centre MDT meeting 
and to prioritise patients for treatment based on assessment of information regarding patient 
fitness, disease severity and available capacity.

Service planning discussions are ongoing involving the NCCP, service providers and phar-
maceutical companies to move forward on a CAR-T service in Ireland. It is hoped that the 
service will be operational for both adult and paediatric patients by end 2021.

  Question No. 2816 answered with Question No. 2798.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW04200Health Services

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW043002817. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a prog-
ress update for the public inquiry into the historical licensing and use of the anti-epileptic drug 
sodium valproate epilimf in Ireland announced in November 2020; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39242/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Details of the proposed inquiry into the 
historical licensing and use of sodium valproate in Ireland are currently being considered by 
officials within the Department of Health.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW04500Disability Services

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW046002818. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health if a protocol has been de-
veloped to ensure the full restoration of adult disability services given some clients are still on 
reduced services. [39139/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): Your office 
confirmed with my officials at the Department of Health that this question relates specifically 
to adult day services. 

Day services re-opened at 39% capacity at service locations throughout August and early 
September of 2020, and by end of January 2021 this had increased to 51%. The combination of 
supports in the location, outreach supports, and remote supports provides an overall quantum of 
support to service users of over 60% at the end of January. The increase in day service capacity 
was supported by additional funding of €30 million provided in Budget 2021 to increase capac-
ity in buildings and provide extra staff. This funding provided an increase in day services by an 
average of one day a week for 14,940 people against September 2020 service levels.
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For the duration of the COVID-19 emergency day service capacity is reduced, this is due 
to the physical limitations of the buildings available, the lack of mainstream community activi-
ties, and the continued restrictions imposed by social distancing guidance. Many people with 
disabilities have underlying health conditions, and as the threat of COVID-19 remains, unfor-
tunately so too does the need for these restrictions.

The vaccination process for staff and service users is well underway across day services, and 
all service providers should now be delivering a minimum of 60% of pre-COVID levels of lo-
cation-based supports. For those in residential services, currently their day service supports are 
largely being provided in their residence, however some service users have returned to their day 
service location, and it is now expected that all residential service users that received their day 
service at a location pre-COVID should begin to resume location-based day service supports.

The HSE is in the process of establishing the vaccination status of all staff and service users 
in day services. Once   established, the HSE will engage with Infection Prevention and Control 
(IPC) on what further easing of restrictions can appropriately be applied to day services. Those 
attending day services have been vaccinated as part of cohort 4, people aged 16-69 years and at 
very high risk of severe COVID-19 disease. The administration of the second vaccine dose for 
this cohort began in the week beginning May 10th and is expected to be complete by early July.

The IPC guidance are kept under constant review and updates will be provided in the months 
ahead on further restoration of day services.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW04800Registration of Births

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW049002819. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the ongoing delays in birth registrations; the steps he is taking to address this; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39257/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to advise the Deputy that birth 
registration is a matter for the Department of Social Protection. 

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW05100Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW052002820. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Health the number of vaccination 
booths per hundred thousand population within each community health organisation; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39288/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW05400Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW055002821. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health his views on reports the vaccine 
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is linked to fertility problems (details supplied). [39292/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland’s COVID-19 vaccination pro-
gramme strategy is to distribute all available vaccines as quickly as is operationally possible, 
prioritising those who are most vulnerable to COVID-19. The programme is based on the prin-
ciples of safety, effectiveness and fairness, with the objective of reducing severe illness, hospi-
talisations and deaths from COVID-19 infection. 

The immunisation programme in Ireland is based on the advice of the National Immunisa-
tion Advisory Committee (NIAC). The Committee’s recommendations are based on the preva-
lence of the relevant disease in Ireland and international best practices in relation to immunisa-
tion. It makes recommendations on vaccination policy to my Department. The NIAC review all 
data relating to COVID-19 vaccines on a rolling basis. 

The current guidelines state:

There is no evidence that any COVID-19 vaccine affects fertility or the foetus. No unexpect-
ed pregnancy or infant outcomes have been observed related to COVID-19 vaccination during 
pregnancy. Long term follow-up of vaccine recipients and their children is ongoing. 

You can read the guidelines at:  www.hse.ie/eng/health/immunisation/hcpinfo/guidelines/
covid19.pdf

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW05700Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW057252822. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health if a response will issue in 
relation to a matter raised by a person (details supplied) in correspondence in relation to the EU 
Digital COVID Certificate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39293/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW057503012. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if he will arrange for a new EU 
Digital COVID Certificate to be issued to a person (details supplied) given that their initial cer-
tificate had their name spelled wrong; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39989/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW05775Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2822 
and 3012 together.

Every effort has been made to ensure the data on EU Digital COVID Certificates is correct 
and complete. For citizens who have a concern about the detail on their Digital COVID Certifi-
cate, they can call the helpline on 1800 807 008 to have the details corrected.

  Question No. 2823 answered with Question No. 1427.

  Question No. 2824 answered with Question No. 2026.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW06000Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW061002825. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
supplied) who began working as a health worker after the healthcare worker vaccine portal 
closed will receive their vaccine appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39296/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWW06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
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advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX00200Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX003002826. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 505 of 6 July 2021, the additional financial measures that will be provided to nursing 
homes following the end of the temporary assistance payment scheme in June 2021 (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39310/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX004003102. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health if he has requested an exten-
sion to the temporary assistance payment scheme for nursing homes which ended on 30 June 
2021 in view of the new reports of a further wave of a Covid-19 delta variant; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40308/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX005003108. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the additional resources he 
has put in place for nursing homes based on the cessation of the temporary assistance payment 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40314/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX00600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 2826, 3102 and 3108 together.

The Temporary Assistance Payment Scheme (TAPS) was established in April 2020 as a 
temporary administrative measure in response to the challenges faced by the nursing home 
sector at the start of the pandemic. As the pandemic continued, additional support measures for 
private and voluntary nursing homes have been delivered through the Health Service Executive 
(HSE).

As of 19 July 2021, 7,808 claims had been submitted as part of the Scheme. In total, €134.5 
million has been made available under TAPS between 2020 and 2021.

Due to the ongoing high level of risk associated with COVID-19 during this period, the 
Department of Health extended the scheme twice, far beyond the originally planned timescale 
of three months. The further extension of the scheme was outlined in the Government’s Plan 
‘Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living with COVID-19’, published in Septem-
ber 2020. This provided assurance of the Scheme’s availability and a planned timeframe of 
operation to the end of June 2021.

The cessation of TAPS at the end of June, as planned and previously announced, was com-
municated with all relevant stakeholders, including Nursing Homes Ireland – the national rep-
resentative body for the private and voluntary nursing home sector.

There has been a marked improvement in the status of the virus in the community and in 
nursing homes due to the rollout of the National Vaccination Programme – COVID-19 cases 
and outbreaks in nursing homes are now at a very low level compared with the first quarter of 
the year and, overall, the epidemiological situation is very positive. It is the Department’s un-
derstanding that currently there is one open outbreak in a nursing home.

 (Please note that the cyber-attack on the HSE on 14 May 2021 has prevented the routine 
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notification of cases, associated deaths and outbreaks of COVID-19 to the Computerised Infec-
tious Disease Reporting (CIDR) system. As an interim measure, provisional epidemiological 
reports are being prepared but have not undergone the data validation procedures undertaken 
through CIDR. For this reason, data continues to be provisional at this time.)

The Scheme has fulfilled its temporary purpose of providing financial support to nursing 
homes to address COVID-19. Although the risk is greatly reduced, it has not been completely 
eliminated, therefore the outbreak assistance element of the Scheme will continue to be avail-
able to nursing homes until the end of 2021. Availability of outbreak assistance is subject to the 
overall sanctioned amount of €42m for 2021.

The substantial package of non-financial supports outlined below will continue to be pro-
vided for the time being:

-  Provision of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). The continued supply of PPE is a key 
support mechanism and will be provided in line with clinical and public health recommenda-
tions;

-  The COVID-19 Response Teams established to support Public Health Outbreak teams 
covering all residential services as well as home support settings. All stakeholders, includ-
ing the COVID-19 Nursing Homes Expert Panel, have highlighted the significant contribution 
these new teams have made to supporting nursing homes throughout the pandemic;

-  The HSE Temporary Accommodation Scheme;

-  HSE training and development resources, including the opening up of HSeLanD to private 
and voluntary providers.

-  IPC support and advice;

-  The substantial suite of publicly available guidance developed to support the sector.

These measures and supports reflect a significant investment by the State to support nursing 
homes and other services such as the COVID-19 Response Teams, and are a clear signal of the 
work that is ongoing to integrate the wider health system.

It is also important to reflect that all nursing homes, as registered providers with HIQA, 
have well-established obligations under the legal framework in terms of the delivery of safe 
care to residents. Nursing homes are required, by law, to ensure that procedures consistent with 
the standards for the prevention and control of healthcare-associated infections published by 
HIQA are implemented by staff. The current infection prevention and control standards have 
been in operation since 2018. Good and effective IPC procedures should be in place across the 
entire health and social care service as a matter of course.

In February 2021, a revised plan ‘Resilience and Recovery 2021 Plan: The Path Ahead’ was 
published by the Government. This plan recognises the need for longer-term reform of both old-
er persons and nursing home care, broadly reflecting the lessons learned from the COVID-19 
Nursing Homes Expert Panel and the pandemic. However, these structural reforms, including 
the policy and regulatory framework, extend beyond the scope of a temporary financial support 
scheme aimed at a specific, time-limited public health objective.

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX00700Primary Medical Certificates

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX008002827. Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Health the timeframe for a 
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decision to be made on a primary medical certificate in respect of a person (details supplied); 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39311/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX01000Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX011002828. Deputy Joan Collins asked the Minister for Health if there have been outbreaks of 
Covid-19 in hotels since they reopened; if so, the number of hotels that have been affected; and 
the number of workers that have been infected in each hotel out of the total of number of work-
ers working in each hotel. [39315/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX01200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As a result of the cyber-attack on the 
HSE IT systems, the national infectious disease surveillance system - Computerised Infec-
tious Diseases Reporting System (CIDR) was not available for the notification of COVID-19 
outbreaks from 14/05/2021 to 28/06/2021. CIDR became available again for reporting of out-
breaks on 28/06/2021.

During the period of CIDR downtime, regional Departments of Public Health were manu-
ally collecting and collating data on significant COVID-19 outbreaks and providing this infor-
mation to the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) on a daily basis. This information 
was stored in a log of significant outbreaks.

Furthermore, the total number of laboratory-confirmed cases reported on CIDR and in the 
log of significant outbreaks is a user-defined number that was correct at the time of reporting 
to HPSC , however case numbers may have increased after the HPSC was informed of the out-
break.

There may be limitations to the available data. Data are provisional and subject to 
ongoing review, validation and updating.

Hotels re-opened in Ireland on the 2nd June 2021.

Data used in this response include hotel outbreaks notified to HPSC between 02/06/2021 to 
22/07/2021.

- Outbreaks in hotels since reopening:

There were 33 hotel outbreaks reported during the time period 02/06/2021 to 23/07/2021 
with 143 laboratory confirmed cases.

- The number of workers affected in each hotel out of the total number of workers working 
in each hotel. 

Of the 33 outbreaks, one hotel outbreak provided the number of workers working in the 
hotel: 9 confirmed cases among staff with 120 staff working the hotel.
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Please see table below for further breakdown of hotel outbreaks.  

  Table 1.   Summary of hotel outbreaks by sub-group affected notified between 02/06/2021 
to 22/07/2021 (n=33)

Sub-group affected Number of outbreaks Total number of lab confirmed cases

Hotel staff only 11 41

Hotel staff and clients 3 30

Clients only ~ 6 36

Unknown* 13 36

Total 33 143

~ Includes 3 hotel outbreaks involving wedding parties, 1 quarantine hotel and 2 social 
gatherings

*Unknown information if staff or clients were affected by the outbreak

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX01300Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX014002829. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the status of the jigsaw project 
in Thurles, County Tipperary. [39325/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX01600Care of the Elderly

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX017002830. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the engi-
neer’s report that led to the closure of St. Brigid’s District Hospital, Carrick-on-Suir, in follow-
up to discussions at the Oireachtas Committee on Health on 9 June 2021. [39326/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.  

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX01900Care of the Elderly

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX020002831. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the status of plans to establish 
a commission on care; and if he will include an examination on the role, reliance and recogni-
tion of family carers in long-term care provision. [39327/21]
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27/07/2021WRXXXXXX02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): In June 2020, the 
Programme for Government, mindful of the particular impact of COVID-19 on older people, 
especially those who live on their own and people living in nursing homes, set out a commit-
ment to establish a commission to examine care for older people.   

In August 2020, the COVID-19 Nursing Homes Expert Panel, established by Minister Don-
nelly and me, on foot of a NPHET recommendation, published a comprehensive report follow-
ing an examination of national and international learning and evidence and stakeholder engage-
ment. The Panel provided immediate real-time learnings and recommendations in light of the 
expected ongoing impact of COVID-19 over the subsequent 12-18 months. The Panel makes a 
substantial package of recommendations which also reflect systematic reform in the way nurs-
ing home care, and health and social care for older persons care more broadly, is delivered and 
financed. An interagency Implementation Oversight Team and a stakeholder reference group 
has been established to support the continued implementation of these recommendations.   

While preliminary scoping work on the establishment of a commission on care has com-
menced, the ongoing priority focus in 2021 is ensuring the continued implementation of the 
recommendations of the COVID-19 Nursing Homes Expert Panel. Many of the short- and 
medium-term recommendations have already been implemented.   

The significant examination undertaken by the Expert Panel provides important learning 
and a framework for enhancing older persons services both in the short and long-term. The 
longer-term strategic reform recommendations of the Panel may be considered in the context 
of a commission on care.

While any terms of reference for a commission have not been determined addressing the 
needs and concerns of family carers remains a focus for the Department of Health. Further de-
velopment of supports for carers is an important part of a more integrated community approach 
to supporting people as they get older. 

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX02200Health Services

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX023002832. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the funding provided to the 
Hidden Harm strategy in 2020 and 2021 to date. [39335/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX024002833. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the actions that have arisen 
from the Hidden Harm strategy. [39336/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX025002840. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the supports in place to ensure 
a positive outcome for the child given that data from the most recent National Drug Treatment 
Reporting System indicates that half of those in treatment are a parent to a child and recognis-
ing the adverse childhood experience arising for the child; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39343/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 2832, 2833 and 2840 together.

The 2020 data from the National Drug Treatment Reporting System were recently published 
by the Health Research Board. The data show that 25 per cent of cases in treatment have chil-
dren, including 10 per cent with children living in the home.

Developing harm reduction interventions for children whose parents use drugs is an ac-
tion in the national drugs strategy Reducing Harm Supporting Recovery (RHSR). Progress 
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on actions relating to hidden harm, jointly delivered by the HSE and TUSLA, is set out in the 
published RHSR annual progress reports, the latest of which is the report for 2020. Further 
information on progress is available at www.gov.ie/en/publication/4e5630-reducing-harm-sup-
porting-recovery-2017-2025/.         

I am very concerned with the impact of drugs on children and families, and this is a further 
justification for a health-led response to drug and alcohol addiction. I will ensure that the pro-
tection of children from the harms of drug use will be a strategic priority in the new action plan 
for the National Drugs Strategy 2021-2025. 

Questions relating to funding of Hidden Harm are operational matters for TUSLA and the 
HSE. 

Members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the infor-
mation to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a 
temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is 
working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas 
will be advised as soon as the HSE is again able to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged 
to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

  Question No. 2833 answered with Question No. 2832.

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX02800Health Services

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX029002834. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the intended timeline for im-
plementation of sections 12, 13 and 18 of the Public Health (Alcohol) Act 2018. [39337/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX030002835. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay in the 
full implementation of the Public Health (Alcohol) Act 2018. [39338/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2834 
and 2835 together.

Of the 31 sections of the Public Health (Alcohol) Act, there remain five substantive provi-
sions that have yet to be commenced. Work on commencing the Act was halted in 2020 due to 
the pandemic and the drafting of legislation continues to be delayed due to pandemic related 
law taking precedence.

Section 4 of the Act relating to the grant or renewal of an intoxicating liquor licence requires 
the cooperation of the Courts Service and the Office of the Revenue Commissioners and section 
19 on a broadcast watershed relates to the work of the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland as well 
as the Environmental Health Service. My Department is working with these bodies to finalise 
arrangements for the enforcement of these sections. 

Sections 12 and 13 on labelling and advertising require regulations which must be submit-
ted at EU level for assessment of their alignment with Single Market principles. Work on the 
drafting of those regulations was suspended both in the Office of the Attorney General and in 
my Department due to the pandemic.

Section 18 on advertisements in publications can be commenced only after section 13 is 
finalised.

  Question No. 2835 answered with Question No. 2834.
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27/07/2021WRXXXXXX03300Health Services

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX034002836. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the funding given to rehabilita-
tion and detox facilities by facility in 2019 and 2020 respectively, in tabular form. [39339/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this Par-
liamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, mem-
bers of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to 
answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX03600Health Services

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX037002837. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of alcohol-spe-
cific rehabilitation and detox beds by facility in 2019 and 2020 respectively, in tabular form. 
[39340/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this Par-
liamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, mem-
bers of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to 
answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX03900Health Services

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX040002838. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health if he has engaged with resi-
dential treatment facilities with the intention of introducing secular-only healthcare. [39341/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The national 
health policy in relation to addiction is set out in Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery; A 
health led response to drug and alcohol use in Ireland 2017 -2025.

Under the Health Act 2004, as amended, the HSE is responsible for the provision of health 
and personal social services including addiction services. The HSE either providers these ser-
vices directly or contracts to have them provided on its behalf.

Organisations which provide addiction services and are funded by the HSE are required to 
meet minimum standards in the delivery of services across a range of criteria which form the 
basis of any service level agreement.

The Department has no jurisdiction over agencies that provide private addiction treatment 
services. There is currently no provision in legislation for the regulation or inspection of resi-
dential treatment or rehabilitation centres specialising in addiction. 

I am committed to ensuring there is transparent monitoring and oversight of publicly funded 
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drug and alcohol treatment services. 

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX04200Health Services

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX043002839. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of HSE owned and 
run alcohol rehabilitation and detoxification beds in the State. [39342/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this Par-
liamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, mem-
bers of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to 
answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2840 answered with Question No. 2832.

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX04600Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX047002841. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the funding that was distrib-
uted from the social inclusion unit by service or aim that is alcohol consumption reduction in 
2020 and 2021 to date respectively, in tabular form. [39344/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The remit of 
the drugs policy unit is to coordinate the implementation of the national drugs strategy. It does 
not have a specific remit in regard to alcohol consumption reduction. Other units in the Depart-
ment are responsible for the public health response to alcohol use. 

The Department provides annual funding of €130 million to the HSE and the network of 
Drug and Alcohol Task Forces to provide drug and alcohol services, including prevention and 
early intervention initiatives. 

The HSE National Service Plan for 2021 sets out the range and priorities for drug and alco-
hol services this year. The following priorities have an alcohol related focus;  

-  Develop community based drug and alcohol services and family support services, includ-
ing the Dublin North East Inner City initiative and the Galway alcohol service and services for 
pregnant and post-natal women 

-  Expand services for women who use drugs and alcohol in a harmful way  

-  Expand the capacity and availability of the HSE Drug and Alcohol Helpline 

-  Support the development of an area-based approach to community health and wellbeing 
improvement with a particular focus on areas of deprivation with the implementation of a new 
community-based integrated alcohol services across primary and acute settings. 

As the specific numerical information requested in this Parliamentary Question relates to an 
operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are advised 
that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions 
due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. 
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The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and 
resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again 
in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary 
Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX04900Health Service Executive

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX050002842. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of providing 
alcohol related health interventions in the State in 2020 and to date in 2021. [39345/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The Health 
Service Executive has responsibility for the provision of addiction treatment services. 

People who present to the HSE for addiction treatment for alcohol related services are of-
fered the same range of interventions as those who present with a drug addiction,  a gambling 
addiction or a mental health concern, including an initial assessment, a comprehensive assess-
ment, and individual counselling. It is often the case that alcohol addiction is one of a number 
of addictions and issues faced by an individual.  

Members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the infor-
mation to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a 
temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is 
working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas 
will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are 
encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point  .

  Question No. 2843 answered with Question No. 1425.

  Question No. 2844 answered with Question No. 1425.

  Question No. 2845 answered with Question No. 1425.

  Question No. 2846 answered with Question No. 1425.

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX05600Charitable and Voluntary Organisations

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX057002847. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a group (details 
supplied) with a recommendation from his office that a VAT refund is appropriate. [39363/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My Department may provide a letter of 
support to a registered charity recommending a refund of Value Added Tax (VAT), providing 
that the request meets certain criteria as listed below.  The basis for the refund of VAT is set out 
under SI no 58 of 1992 - Value Added Tax (Refund of Tax) (No 23) Order 1992.

The criteria for issuing a letter of support for a refund are:

1. Medical equipment must have cost in excess of €25,395   EX VAT

2. Purchase made using voluntary donations.  No part of the funds used were provided by 
the state or any body/group funded by the state.

3. Purchase made using voluntary donations.  No part of the funds used were provided by 
the state or any body/group funded by the state.
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The hospital/charitable body seeking the refund (in this case the Friends of Mullingar Hos-
pital) should provide the following documentation:

1.  Invoice

2.  Completed VAT 72 Form

3.  Letter of confirmation that the equipment was donated

4.  Confirmation that the equipment has been received by the relevant department and is in 
use. 

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX05900Hospital Staff

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX060002848. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health if there is a standard process 
for selecting candidates to panels for the position of healthcare assistants within HSE hospitals; 
if so, if an outline of the process will be provided; if the case of a person (details supplied) will 
be reviewed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39364/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXX06100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY00200General Practitioner Services

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY003002849. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 152 of 22 April 2021, if he will request a response from the HSE in relation to the lack 
of a general practitioner service in Enfield, County Meath; and if the HSE will issue a reply to 
this Deputy as a matter of urgency. [39365/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY00500Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY006002850. Deputy James O’Connor asked the Minister for Health if he will report on the clo-
sure of a mental health centre (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39366/21]
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27/07/2021WRYYYYYY00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY00800Disability Services

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY009002851. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the status of the occupation-
al therapy complement in North Kildare disability services; if an occupational therapy post 
left vacant in September 2021 has been filled; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39371/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY01100Disability Services

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY012002852. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Minister for Health the reason assessments of need 
for children in County Meath through the HSE are not currently taking place; the current back-
log for children waiting for an assessment of need; when assessments of need will resume 
particularly for children with autism; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39372/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY01400Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY015002853. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health the cost to the State of the 
mandatory hotel quarantine system to date by category; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39375/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Mandatory Hotel Quarantine has been 
introduced with the aim of protecting Ireland from the importation of COVID-19, particularly 
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Variants of Concern. As Minister I am committed to protecting public health as a matter of ur-
gency, and my Department continues to work with all State stakeholders and with Tifco Hotel 
Group to implement this policy, and to ensure that those who enter Mandatory Hotel Quarantine 
are comfortable and secure as they comply with the public health advice for all of our benefit.  

On awarding of the contract with the service provider, a cost model was developed which 
sees travellers pre-booking and pre-paying  to cover the cost of all services required as part of 
their stay in mandatory quarantine. There are certain fixed costs in relation to standing up and 
operating the system which have been established in the contract and must be paid by the De-
partment. A table of charges was agreed based on how many hotel facilities are brought in or 
out of use. The contract with Tifco Hotel Groups was initially for 3 months, with an option to 
extend for two one-month periods. As we are coming to the end of the extension period a public 
tender process is underway to award a new contract at the end of the current contract and in 
consideration of this the terms of the current contract remain commercially sensitive.

  Question No. 2854 answered with Question No. 2345.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY01800Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY019002855. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if an EU Digital COVID 
Certificate will be issued to an person who had recovered from a Covid-19 infection prior to 
their first vaccine dose and a first, but not second, vaccine dose, who is under 50 years of age 
and does not have an underlying health condition; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39389/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Digital COVID Certificate Regula-
tion is intended to facilitate people’s fundamental right to move and reside freely and help to 
support the lifting of restrictions currently in place in a coordinated manner within the EU. 

Under the EU Regulation a certificate of recovery is defined as a certificate confirming that, 
following a positive result of a NAAT test (including a RT-PCR test) carried out by health pro-
fessionals or by skilled testing personnel the holder has recovered from a SARS-CoV-2 infec-
tion in the last 180 days.

Individuals can request a certificate through the COVID-19 Recovery Certificate Request 
Portal, irishcovidcertportal.org, if they have had a positive RT-PCR test more than 11 days ago 
and less than 180 days ago.

  Question No. 2856 answered with Question No. 1939.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY02200Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY023002857. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health when a child (details supplied) 
will be seen for post hearing test consultation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39393/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY02400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.
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Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY02500Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY026002858. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the procedure that must be 
undertaken by Covid-19 air purification industry experts to submit their products and services 
to the Government for consideration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39401/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Public procurement of necessary equip-
ment is managed through the State’s standard procurement and tendering processes, in accor-
dance with procurement legislation.

Through the OGP and the sector-retained procurement functions, the Public Service speaks 
with “one voice” to the market for each category of expenditure, eliminating duplication and 
taking advantage of the scale of public procurement to best effect. This approach is in line with 
best practice in the public and private sector and is part of the continuing reform programme 
being driven by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.

With regard to healthcare settings, tendering competitions are arranged when an operational 
need for specific equipment has been identified for a particular healthcare setting. The HSE 
manages tendering competitions as they relate to operational healthcare matters.    

However, Members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

The processes for procurement of such equipment in areas other than health is a matter for 
the respective Government Departments. 

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY02800Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY029002859. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Health the effect the Galway races 
have on the vaccination programme based at the Ballybrit vaccination centre; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39405/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY03100Dental Services 
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27/07/2021WRYYYYYY032002860. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of dentists serving 
GMS patients in the Dublin 9 and 11 areas currently; if there are problems for GMS patients 
attending their dentist due to the recent health service cyber-attack; if so, when the matter will 
be resolved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39406/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

  Question No. 2861 answered with Question No. 2448.

  Question No. 2862 answered with Question No. 2610.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY03600Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY037002863. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the reason for the delay of over 
20 weeks in the vaccinator recruitment process of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39420/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the 
HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY03900Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY040002864. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the reason the contractor pro-
viding the vaccinator recruitment service for the HSE does not respond to correspondence or 
provide a helpline and employ sufficient resources to complete the contract in a proper manner; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39421/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2865 answered with Question No. 2209.
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27/07/2021WRYYYYYY04300Health Services

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY044002866. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Health when children (details 
supplied) will receive their cancelled developmental checks; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39423/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY04600Health Services

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY047002867. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Health if the case of a child (de-
tails supplied) will be addressed as a matter of urgency. [39424/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY04900Legislative Measures

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY050002868. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if after the enactment of the 
Health (Amendment) (No. 2) Bill 2021, indoor hospitality will be required to place a time limit 
of 105 minutes on persons dining indoors in restaurants; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39446/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, on 29 
June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and society in line with 
Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead. 

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme and the position had been broadly stable over the earlier part of June, the prevalence of 
the more transmissible Delta variant is rapidly increasing in Ireland and this poses a significant 
risk, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated. For this reason, a number of higher 
risk indoor activities will not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the implementation of 
a system to verify vaccination or immunity status.

As of 26 July, indoor dining has reopened for fully vaccinated individuals and those who 
are considered immune as a result of recovering from a covid-19 infection in the previous six 
months.
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I can confirm to the Deputy that following public health advice, the time limit for sitting 
at tables has been removed. There is now no limit to the amount of time consumers can sit at 
tables. Businesses may decide to operate this approach. Information on indoor dining can be 
found online at www.gov.ie/en/publication/41f70-reopening-hospitality/. 

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines. 

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY05200Hospital Services

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY053002869. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when the public phlebotomy ser-
vice at MGH will resume (details supplied). [39452/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY05500Hospital Waiting Lists

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY056002870. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the status of the case of a 
person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39457/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY05800Hospital Services

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY059002871. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if there are dieticians and 
or nutritionists involved in the food provided to patients; if emergent health and nutrition guide-
lines are taken into consideration; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39461/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYY06000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this Par-
liamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, mem-
bers of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to 
answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
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hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ00200Hospital Facilities

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ003002872. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if there is a system in 
place to redistribute food waste; if any of the hospitals food produce or products are donated in 
order to avoid waste; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39462/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ00500Health Services

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ006002873. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of early inter-
vention teams that have been established since July 2020, by county in tabular form. [39463/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ00800Health Services

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ009002874. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of school age 
teams that have been established since July 2020, by county in tabular form. [39464/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ01100Health Services
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27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ012002875. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the annual cost of running 
a fully staffed early intervention team (details supplied); if the cost varies between CHO based 
on operations to date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39467/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ01400Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ015002876. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the annual revenue cost 
of a mental health bed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39468/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ01700Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ018002877. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if a system has been put 
in place to record side-effects of Covid-19 vaccinations in the State; if so, if such data will be 
published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39469/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): All reports of a suspected adverse reac-
tion (side effect) to a COVID-19 vaccine should be referred to the Health Products Regulatory 
Authority (HPRA). This can be done using the COVID-19 Vaccine adverse reaction reporting 
form at:  www.hpra.ie/homepage/about-us/report-an-issue/covid-19-vaccine-adverse-reaction. 

Adverse reactions can be reported to the HPRA by members of the public, carers or health-
care professionals. Reporting adverse reactions to the HPRA supports continuous monitoring 
of the safe and effective use of COVID-19 vaccines. When reporting, as much information as is 
known should be provided, and where possible, the vaccine batch number should be included.

The HPRA cannot provide clinical advice on individual cases. Members of the public should 
contact their health care professional (their doctor or pharmacist) with any medical concerns 
they may have.

The HPRA publishes regular safety updates which provide an overview of the national re-
porting experience for COVID-19 vaccines. These updates include an overview of reports of 
suspected side effects notified to the HPRA safety monitoring system and are provided as an 
enhanced transparency measure for members of the public and healthcare professionals. 
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The most recent vaccine safety updates & communication (update 9) from the HPRA can 
be found at the following link, along with previous safety updates:  www.hpra.ie/homepage/
medicines/covid-19-updates/covid-19-vaccine-communication.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ02000Hospital Waiting Lists

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ021002878. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on 
a waiting list for the National Rehabilitation Centre by county of residence in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39470/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ02300Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ024002879. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Health the position regarding chil-
dren under the age of 16 who have conditions that place them at high risk if they contract Co-
vid-19; the plans he has put in place to deal with this cohort regarding immunisation; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39471/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ025002979. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health if he plans to prioritise approval 
of vaccines for vulnerable children in Ireland aged between 12 to 15 years of age; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39769/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ026002987. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the consideration that has 
been given to the EMA approval of Covid-19 vaccination for 12 to 15 year olds; if consid-
eration has been given to medically vulnerable children in this age group; and if they will be 
included in cohorts 7 and 4 for the vaccine roll-out [39784/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2879, 
2979 and 2987 together.

Ireland welcomes the EMA age extension recommendation for the COVID-19 vaccine 
Comirnaty to include use in children aged 12 to 15. The National Immunisation Advisory Com-
mittee is reviewing the matter and will make a recommendation as appropriate. Currently, Ire-
land’s COVID-19 Vaccination Programme is administering vaccines to those aged 16+.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ02800Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ029002880. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Health if information can be provided 
on the planned reopening of children’s play activity and leisure centres; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39472/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ030002925. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health when play centres can 
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reopen; if there are extra supports in place for them in the meantime; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39654/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2880 
and 2925 together.

As the Deputies will be aware, on 29 June, Government announced the next phase of re-
opening the economy and society in line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status. 

Disease incidence has increased rapidly in recent weeks, especially among those who are 
not yet fully protected through vaccination and the outlook for the coming weeks is very un-
certain.

Leisure centres are now open for individual training only. 

Unfortunately, due to current uncertainties there is not yet an indication of when children’s 
play activity centres will be permitted to reopen. The epidemiological situation will be moni-
tored on an ongoing basis and the level of restrictions will be kept under review by Government.

Government has put in place a comprehensive package of supports to help businesses and 
workers during the pandemic, including the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS), 
the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP), the COVID-19 Restrictions Support Scheme 
(CRSS), Small business assistance Scheme for COVID (SBASC), low-cost loans, the deferral 
and warehousing of tax liabilities and the waiver of commercial rates. The level of business 
supports is unprecedented. 

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ03200Medical Aids and Appliances

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ033002881. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive the power chair they have been assessed to be in need of by the HSE; when 
funding will be submitted for this application to assist with this older person with a disability; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39474/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
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provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ03500Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ036002882. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Health the position regarding and 
status of the lifting of maternity services restrictions for a hospital (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39475/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ03800Home Care Packages

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ039002883. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health if intensive care packages are 
currently available to persons in need of such supports; and the procedure for persons to apply 
for such intensive care packages. [39476/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Home Sup-
port Service is a core service for older people and is highly valued by service users, their 
families and by the HSE.  The HSE’s National Service Plan for 2021 target is to deliver over 
24.2million hours of home support

-  23.9 million home support hours to 55,675 people

-  360,000 hours to 235 people through intensive home support packages

This is 5 million hours more than the 2020 target and represents a substantial increase in 
service provision. 

Applications for home support are submitted locally.  Intensive Home Care Packages are 
managed at national level and targets are not assigned to individual CHOs.  The Budget for 
these packages in 2021 is approximately €9 million. I recommend that the person in question 
contacts the local health office or public health nurse to discuss what options may be available 
to them in the first instance.

  Question No. 2884 answered with Question No. 2265.

  Question No. 2885 answered with Question No. 2610.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ04300Official Engagements

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ044002886. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health the number of meetings between 
the Minister of State for Mental Health and Older People and representatives of a group (details 
supplied) each month since appointment; the number of meetings between the Minister of State 
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and any owners or directors of private nursing homes since July 2020; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39480/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ045002888. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health the number of meetings between 
him and any owners, directors of private nursing homes since July 2020; the number of meet-
ings between him and representatives of a group (details supplied) each month since appoint-
ment; the number of meetings between officials or advisers of his and any owners, directors of 
private nursing homes and representatives of the group since July 2020; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39482/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 2886 and 2888 together.

Both Minister Donnelly and I have held a number of virtual meetings with the representa-
tive body referred to by the Deputy.  During 2020 we held two meetings in July, one in Novem-
ber and December and further meetings have taken place in May and more recently in July this 
year.  Nursing home directors are represented at these meetings also.

Over the last year I have had several phone conversations with the CEO of the body referred 
to by the Deputy. During the height of the pandemic, phone calls took place almost every sec-
ond day. Also in January Minister Donnelly had one further virtual meeting about the launch of 
the Nursing Homes vaccination programme.

In addition, officials from the Department have had continuous and ongoing engagement 
with the stakeholder referred to by the Deputy.  As a key stakeholder, it is important to maintain 
constructive engagements with this representative body as we continue the ongoing response to 
COVID-19 and beyond. The engagements to date have related to issues such as visiting guid-
ance, staffing, PPE, testing and related matters to the COVID-19 pandemic and nursing homes 
as well as the Temporary Assistance Payment Scheme (TAPS) and ongoing matters relating to 
the operation of the Nursing Homes Support Scheme.

Finally I must advise the Deputy that there continue to be IT access issues arising from the 
cyber security incident and therefore it has not been possible to conduct a definitive search of 
all possible sources of information at this time. 

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ04700Official Engagements

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ048002887. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health the number of meetings between the 
Minister of State for Mental Health and Older People at his Department and between officials 
of the older persons unit each month since July 2020; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39481/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I have on-going 
engagement with officials in my Department.  My diary records 24 formally scheduled meet-
ings since my appointment.  However, in the normal course of my work as a Minister of State, 
officials provide briefing material before many of my engagements, including stakeholder en-
gagements and parliamentary appearances. These briefings typically include a discussion with 
officials, who often attend those engagements.  In addition informal meetings and discussions 
happen on a daily basis.

I must advise the Deputy that there continue to be IT access issues arising from the cyber 
security incident and therefore it has not been possible to conduct a definitive search of all pos-
sible sources of information at this time. 
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  Question No. 2888 answered with Question No. 2886.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ05100Official Engagements

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ052002889. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health the number of meetings between 
him and families bereaved by Covid-19 related deaths in nursing homes; the number of meet-
ings between the Minister of State for Mental Health and Older People and families bereaved 
by Covid-19 related deaths; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39483/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ05300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The COVID-19 
pandemic has led to an unprecedented challenge across our health services and none more so 
than in our nursing homes. The pandemic has been a hugely difficult time for all residents, rela-
tives, and staff of nursing homes and I would like to express my condolences to all those who 
have lost a loved one during this period.

Both Minister Donnelly and I have met with families who had experienced bereavement of 
a loved one in a nursing home.  I also met with representatives from the Care Champions group 
on 12 July this year, including members of bereaved families. I am grateful to those families for 
sharing their difficult, personal experiences with me as I believe that it is vital that our learning 
throughout this pandemic is informed by listening to families.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ05400Official Engagements

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ055002890. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health the number of meetings between 
officials and advisers at his Department and advocacy groups for older persons since his ap-
pointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39484/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ05600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Over the last year, 
officials from my Department and I have met with a number of bodies, including advocacy 
agencies and groups that advocate for the interests of older people among others.  In November 
2020, my officials and I met with representatives from the Alliance of Age Sector NGOs. This 
group includes representatives from Third Age, Age Action, The Irish Hospice Foundation, The 
Irish Citizens Parliament, Age & Opportunity, Active Retirement Ireland and the Alzheimer 
Society of Ireland. I also met with Care Champions recently. Furthermore, I have had several 
individual meetings with organisations such as Alone, Alzheimer Society of Ireland and Active 
Retirement Ireland.  Officials, in the normal course of business, periodically engage with advo-
cacy groups for older people either directly or through participation in stakeholder groups that 
are brought together for a variety of purposes, related to the pandemic or otherwise.

I must advise the Deputy that there continue to be IT access issues arising from the cyber 
security incident and therefore it has not been possible to conduct a definitive search of all pos-
sible sources of information at this time.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ05700Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ058002891. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if the drug romosozumab (de-
tails supplied) will shortly be regulated by the Health Products Regulatory Authority in Ireland 
and be made available on the drug payment scheme and to medical card holders; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39492/21]
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27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drugs schemes, in 
accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.

In line with the 2013 Health Act and the national framework agreed with industry, a compa-
ny must submit an application to the HSE to have a new medicine added to the reimbursement 
list. Reimbursement is for licensed indications which have been granted market authorisation 
by the European Medicines Agency or the Health Products Regulatory Authority.

The HSE is committed to providing access to as many medicines as possible in as timely 
a fashion as possible from the resources available (provided) to it. The HSE robustly assesses 
applications for pricing and reimbursement to make sure that it can stretch available resources 
as far as possible and to deliver the best value in relation to each medicine and ultimately more 
medicines to Irish citizens and patients.  HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by 
the taxpayer are made on objective, scientific and economic grounds.

The HSE considers the following criteria prior to making any decision on pricing / reim-
bursement, in line with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013: 

(1) The health needs of the public, (2) The cost effectiveness of meeting health needs by 
supplying the item concerned rather than providing other health services, (3) The availability 
and suitability of items for supply or reimbursement, (4) The proposed costs, benefits, and 
risks of the item or listed item relative to therapeutically similar items or listed items provided 
in other health service settings and the level of certainty in relation to the evidence of those 
costs, benefits and risks, (5) The potential or actual budget impact of the item or listed item, (6) 
The clinical need for the item or listed item, (7) The appropriate level of clinical supervision 
required in relation to the item to ensure patient safety, (8) The efficacy (performance in trial), 
effectiveness (performance in real situations) and added therapeutic benefit against existing 
standards of treatment (how much better it treats a condition than existing therapies) and (9) 
The resources available to the HSEFollowing EMA marketing authorization in 2019 the HSE 
received an application for pricing / reimbursement of Romosozumab (Evenity®) on the 20th 
April 2021 from UCB Pharma (the applicant) for the treatment of severe osteoporosis in post-
menopausal women at high risk of fracture. 

There are formal processes which govern applications for the pricing and reimbursement of 
medicines, and new uses of existing medicines, to be funded and / or reimbursed. The first step 
in the process is the submission of a rapid review dossier. 

The HSE commissioned the rapid review process on the 21st April 2021. Following receipt 
of a rapid review dossier, the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics (NCPE) advised the 
HSE (27th May 2021) that a full Health Technology Assessment (HTA) was required for this 
medicine to assess the clinical effectiveness and cost effectiveness of Romosozumab compared 
with the current standard of care.

The HSE commissioned a full Health Technology Assessment on the 28th June 2021 as per 
agreed processes   www.ncpe.ie/drugs/romosozumab-evenity-hta-id-21016/.  

The application remains under consideration with the HSE. The HSE advise that it cannot 
make any comment on possible outcomes from the ongoing process.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ06000Health Services

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ061002892. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Health the amount allocated to 
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the drugs strategy to fund an organisation (details supplied) in CHO9; the number of projects 
and HSE services funded; the name of each project; the services and amounts received by each 
in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39493/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZ06200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): Drug and 
Alcohol Task Forces play a key role in the implementation of the national drugs strategy, Re-
ducing Harm Supporting Recovery 2017-2015. Action 50 in the strategy seeks to improve ac-
countability across the statutory, community and voluntary sectors and strengthen the task force 
model. This action will be delivered by ensuring that task forces have proper arrangements in 
place for the selection and renewal of the chairperson and members of the task forces and have 
proper procedures in place for addressing conflicts of interest.

The Department of Health has oversight of the drug and alcohol task forces and their an-
nual allocation of over €29 million from the Exchequer. This substantial funding supports the 
implementation of the national drugs strategy at a community level. 

It is assumed that the organisation referred to in this parliamentary question is the North 
Inner-City Drug and Alcohol Task Force (NIC DAFT).

The Department allocates in the region of €2.2 million per year in the NICDATF. This is 
provided through two channels of funding, the HSE and the City of Dublin Youth Services 
Board (CDYSB). 

€394,896 of this funding is provided by the Department of Health and is routed through the 
City of Dublin Youth Services Board and €1,812,723 is routed through the HSE.

The attached table sets out allocations for the years 2019-2021 from the Department of 
Health.

I ask for the cooperation of all stakeholders to put in place appropriate governance proce-
dures for the North Inner City task force to ensure effective oversight of its public funding.

The information requested in this Parliamentary Question relating to the allocation of fund-
ing by the HSE to NIC DAFT is an operational issue, and as such it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

NIC DAFT- Department of Health funding allocations 2019 to 2021

Allocation  Allocation  Allocation 

Service Name 2019 2020 2021

Community After Schools 
Project

€86,300.00 €86,300.00 €86,300.00

Step by Step €226,256.00 €226,256.00 €226,256.00

Gateway Project €36,700.00 €36,700.00 €36,700.00

Belong to Youth Project €45,600.00 €45,600.00 €45,600.00

Total €394,856.00 €394,856.00 €394,856.00

  Question No. 2893 answered with Question No. 2265.

  Question No. 2894 answered with Question No. 2265.
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27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA00200Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA003002895. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Health if he will request an 
online portal for access to the EU Digital COVID Certificate along with online supports; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39531/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The team responsible for the EU Digital 
Covid Certificate Call Centre are currently developing online options for people who prefer 
digital means of contacting the health service in relation to DCCs. For instance, it is planned to 
establish an on line service for people requesting DCC Recovery Certificates for those who are 
recovered from Covid in the past 180 days and who have not yet been vaccinated.

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA00500Health Services

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA006002896. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the contingency plans given 
the recent judicial review into supervised injection facilities. [39537/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA007002897. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health if mobile supervised injection 
facilities have been explored as an alternative given delays. [39538/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 2896 and 2897 together.

The judgement of the High Court is to set aside the decision of an Bord Pleanála to grant 
permission to Merchants Quay Ireland for a supervised injecting facility and to provisionally 
remit the matter to the Bord for reconsideration. 

The matter is to be further considered by the Court in October, following submissions by 
the respective legal teams, including those representing An Bord Pleanála and Merchants Quay 
Ireland. 

The Government and I are committed to the establishment of a supervised injecting facility 
in Dublin city. We have passed legislation and provided resources for this harm reduction and 
life saving service. 

The legislation providing for the establishment, licensing and operation of supervised in-
jecting facilities refers to the operation of a facility in respect of certain premises. It does not 
provide for mobile injecting facilities. Furthermore, the Government decision approving the 
provision of supervised injecting facilities envisages the initial establishment of such a facility 
in Dublin city centre on a pilot basis.

It is not appropriate to make any further comment on this matter until the High Court pro-
ceedings are concluded.  

  Question No. 2897 answered with Question No. 2896.

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA01000Disability Services

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA011002898. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Health the status of the children’s 
disability network team for CHO2 – 6; if it is set to go ahead in 2021; the timeframe for it; if it 
is not going ahead, the reason; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39551/21]
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27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2899 answered with Question No. 2354.

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA01400Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA015002900. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to the fact that a centre (details supplied) will not be reopening until August 2021 due to staff 
redeployment. [39557/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Day centres are 
fundamental to the health and well-being of our older population and play a key role in enabling 
older people to live independently in their own communities. The pandemic and associated 
restrictions has had a profound impact across society and especially for our older population.  

All Community Health Organisations through the National Older Persons Office were re-
quested in April 2021 to provide information on the status of their Day Care Services in order 
to ascertain the level of service that could resume on receipt of updated public health guidance.  
As a result, it was intended that approximately 100 day centres would re-open week beginning 
5 July. It was also intended that an additional 55 centres would resume in July and August, 
with a further 90 centres that require works expected to reopen before the end of the year.   It 
was indicated that these dates may be subject to change as the HSE continues to deal with the 
significant challenge of the on-going cyber-attack.  

Since then updated Public Health guidance to support the re-opening of Day Care Services 
for Older People was provided in June 2021 to facilitate re-opening plans. Following on from 
this a further information request issued to HSE Services to obtain an update on re-opening 
plans. The process for reopening of the centres has already commenced and it is expected that 
more centres will reopen in the coming weeks.

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.     

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA01700Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA018002901. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the details of discussions that 
have taken place to date in relation to the proposals to open the Drogheda vaccination centre on 
a full-time basis, considering it is the largest town in Ireland and Drogheda residents continue 
to have to travel to counties Meath, Kildare and Dublin for vaccinations, when an increase in 
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opening times would address such demand; if and when he expects this to happen; if not, the 
reason; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39559/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA02000Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA021002902. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health when he expects water parks, 
family entertainment centres and gaming arcades to be permitted to reopen under the current 
Covid-19 restrictions.; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39560/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA022003045. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health when he plans to allow for the re-
opening of certain businesses (details supplied) in a safe manner and in compliance with expert 
public health advice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40095/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA023003046. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Health if he is giving consideration to the 
potential for the reopening of indoor water parks; if he will provide guidance on the timeline 
involved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40096/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA02400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2902, 
3045 and 3046 together.

As the Deputy will be aware, on 29 June, Government announced the next phase of reopen-
ing the economy and society in line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status. 

Disease incidence has increased rapidly in recent weeks, especially among those who are 
not yet fully protected through vaccination and the outlook for the coming weeks is very un-
certain. 

I can confirm to the Deputies that swimming pools reopened for individual training on 7 
June. 

Unfortunately, due to current uncertainties with regard to the Delta variant there is not yet 
an indication of when indoor family entertainment centres and gaming arcades will reopen. The 
epidemiological situation will be monitored on an ongoing basis and the level of restrictions 
will be kept under review by Government.

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
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months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines.

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA02500General Practitioner Services

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA026002903. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the support that can be offered 
to general practitioners seeking to support a patient through a community detoxification pro-
gramme. [39563/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the HSE Methadone Treatment 
Scheme GPs are contracted for the provision of a full range of treatment services of stabilised 
opioid-dependent persons in their own practice. The HSE reimburses the contracted GP for the 
service provided, with no charges to patients for treatment. Relevant training is provided to GPs 
by the ICGP, and clinical guidelines for opioid substitution treatment have been published to 
support best practice.

Outside of the Methadone Treatment Scheme, GPs can refer patients into the local HSE 
addiction services where a comprehensive assessment and risk assessment can be completed 
which will inform the individualised care plan for the person. The psycho-social aspects of that 
care plan would likely then be led by the addiction service and the detox component within the 
care plan may be led by the GP. Completing an unsupported detox in the community could pose 
a serious risk to opioid dependent patients. GPs can also consider other treatment option such 
as drug stabilisation programmes or referral into residential services.

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA02800Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA029002904. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Health if a person has their marriage 
name on their passport but on their EU Digital COVID Certificate is their maiden name due to 
divorce, if they can they still use the EU Digital COVID Certificate to travel abroad; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39564/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Minister for Health, I am sup-
porting the work of my Department in collaborating with relevant Departments under the lead-
ership of the Department of Taoiseach to assist in the on-going implementation of the EU 
Digital COVID Certificates. 

Certificates based on vaccination and recovery are now being issued. Citizens who have not 
received their Digital COVID Certificate and require it urgently to travel in the coming days 
can call the helpline on 1800 807 008. Certificates based on negative PCR and antigen tests 
for travel within the EU can be obtained from private testing services signed up to the Digital 
Covid Test Certificate Service.

Every effort has been made to ensure the data on EU Digital Covid Certificates is correct 
and complete. For citizens who have a concern about the detail on your Digital COVID Certifi-
cate, they can call the helpline on 1800 807 008 to have the details corrected.

The Digital COVID Certificate Regulation is intended to facilitate people’s fundamental 
right to move and reside freely and help to support the lifting of restrictions currently in place 
in a coordinated manner within the EU.   

  Question No. 2905 answered with Question No. 2354.
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  Question No. 2906 answered with Question No. 2354.

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA03300Disability Services

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA034002907. Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Minister for Health the timeline of the progress of the 
Time To Move On Strategy; the steps he will take to ensure that all persons included within the 
programme receive adequate support following the decongregation process; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39603/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): Almost ten 
years ago, the Time to Move on from Congregated Settings Report identified approximately 
4,000 people with disabilities living in congregated type settings. The 2011 Report expected 
that decongregation could happen at a much faster pace than was actually possible. 

Since 2014, the Transforming Lives Programme provides the framework for implementa-
tion and for putting policy into practice across key reports, including  Time to Move on from 
Congregated Settings in respect of residential centres.

Today less than 2,000 people live in congregated settings. 

The Programme for Government – ‘Our Shared Future’ includes a commitment to continue 
with moving people out of old style congregated settings, into new homes within the commu-
nity, with the necessary supports.

Today, people are being supported to live lives of their choice out in the community. Several 
congregated settings have closed fully and many more have closed specific units within the 
centres.

Thoughtful planning, capacity building work with stakeholders and sharing the learning 
across services is enabling meaningful person-centred planning and transitions that are sustain-
able.  

While the pace of change has been slow in some services, there is momentum and progress 
is being made.  

Budget 2021 provides for an unprecedented level of investment in disability services, with 
the investment of €100m for new initiatives in 2021. The increased level of funding in 2021 will 
enable us to build on initiatives currently underway, including the decongregation programme, 
with a renewed focus on assisting people to move out of congregated settings to homes in the 
community. The HSE has prioritised the transition of a further 144  people from congregated 
settings in 2021 under its Service Plan.

As the numbers in the large settings continues to fall, the people still remaining in these 
services have access to better living conditions and share with fewer people

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point. 
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27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA03600Disability Services

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA037002908. Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Minister for Health if certain service users at a facil-
ity (details supplied) will be exempted from the time to move on policy; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39604/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The HSE’s 
policy A Time to Move on from Congregated Settings – A strategy for Community Inclusion, 
is also based model of support where people with disabilities are supported to move from large 
institutions (congregated settings) to their own homes in the community with the supports they 
need. It is about supporting people to ‘live ordinary lives in ordinary places’. 

Today less than 2,000 people live in congregated settings, and the HSE has prioritised the 
transition of a further 144  people from congregated settings in 2021 under its Service Plan. 

People are being supported to live lives of their choice out in the community. Several con-
gregated settings have closed fully and many more have closed specific units within the centres. 
Thoughtful planning, capacity building work with stakeholders and sharing the learning across 
services is enabling meaningful person-centred planning and transitions that are sustainable.  

The position of the HSE is that it wishes to see all individuals supported to have the option 
of living independently in the community provided this is in their best interests and in partner-
ship with their families. It is recognised that this will take time to put in place. The HSE will 
continue to work with St John of Gods in terms of working towards the implementation of a 
community living model for St Marys of the Angels.

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA03900Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA040002909. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will respond to matters 
(details supplied) in relation to staff involved in Covid-19 contact tracing call centres; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39605/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA04200Covid-19 Pandemic
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27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA043002910. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 319 of 15 July 2021, the reason the reply does not deal with the question which relates to 
the recommendations of the Oireachtas Special Committee on Covid-19 which called for an in-
quiry into the deaths in nursing homes from Covid-19; his position on actions he intends to take 
in relation to those recommendations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39631/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The COVID-19 
pandemic has led to an unprecedented challenge across our health services and none more so 
than in our nursing homes. The pandemic has been a hugely difficult time for all residents, rela-
tives, and staff of nursing homes. 

I have addressed these matters recently in the Dáil and, while it is undoubtedly important 
that we learn from our responses to the pandemic, it must be recognised that the pandemic has 
not concluded. At this time, a priority focus of Government remains the ongoing management 
of the COVID-19 response. This will ensure that the positive gains now been experienced are 
preserved, and that those most vulnerable to the virus continue to be safeguarded, having regard 
to the residual risk.

Although significant progress has been made in relation to the roll-out of the vaccination 
programme and the current situation in nursing homes is broadly stable, the prevalence of the 
more transmissible Delta variant is rapidly increasing in Ireland. This poses a significant risk, 
particularly to those who are not yet fully protected though vaccination, which must be man-
aged. 

It is also important to recognise that learning from the early stages of the pandemic has 
been integral to the Government’s responses as the pandemic has progressed. The COVID-19 
Nursing Homes Expert Panel considered lessons learned from the initial wave of the pandemic 
in developing recommendations that focus on immediate, short-term actions required for the 
response to COVID-19 as well as on long-term actions required to effect the strategic reform of 
nursing home systems, operation, policy, and legislation. 

Continuing the approach of the Expert Panel, the HSE will undertake a detailed analysis of 
the management and outcomes that occurred during the COVID-19 pandemic, with lessons for 
causal factors and preparedness for infection prevention and control, in line with recommenda-
tion theme 6 of the Expert Panel’s report. 

The blend of operational data from the frontline, voluntary surveys’ findings and key stake-
holder feedback also continuously provide insight into the current status of the nursing home 
sector’s response to COVID-19. 

The ongoing learning from the pandemic, including consideration of new evidence and in-
formation that emerges nationally and internationally, is critical to the Government’s continued 
response to the pandemic as it evolves. 

While we are still dealing with a degree of risk in nursing homes due to COVID-19, we are 
continuing to look at options which may be available to the State in relation to listening to the 
voices of those who have lost a loved one. 

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA04500Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA046002911. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if there are plans to allow 
for mixing of Covid-19 vaccines between first and second doses; the options available to those 
advised not to obtain a second dose of the same vaccine due to an adverse reaction; and if he 
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will make a statement on the matter. [39632/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland’s COVID-19 vaccination pro-
gramme strategy is to distribute all available vaccines as quickly as is operationally possible, 
prioritising those who are most vulnerable to COVID-19. The programme is based on the prin-
ciples of safety, effectiveness and fairness, with the objective of reducing severe illness, hospi-
talisations and deaths from COVID-19 infection.

The immunisation programme in Ireland is based on the advice of the National Immunisa-
tion Advisory Committee (NIAC). The Committee’s recommendations are based on the preva-
lence of the relevant disease in Ireland and international best practices in relation to immunisa-
tion. It makes recommendations on vaccination policy to my Department.

The NIAC review all data relating to COVID-19 vaccines on a rolling basis. Following the 
recommendation for use of vaccines against COVID-19 by the European Medicines Agency 
(EMA) and authorisation for use by the European Commission, the NIAC develops guidance 
for their use in Ireland which is contained in the Immunisation Guidelines for Ireland.

These guidelines are continuously updated and include guidance on all new vaccines as they 
are approved for use in Ireland. The current Guidelines state the four COVID-19 Vaccines cur-
rently authorised for use in Ireland are not interchangeable. For vaccines that have a two-dose 
schedule, the same vaccine should be used for both doses.

You can read the guidelines at: www.hse.ie/eng/health/immunisation/hcpinfo/guidelines/
covid19.pdf

There is insufficient evidence to recommend a change from the authorised two-dose Vaxzevr-
ia® schedule or to support giving an mRNA vaccine instead of a second dose of Vaxzevria®. 
There is a need for further evidence on the safety and effectiveness of mixed (heterologous) 
vaccine schedules. Further information is expected in the coming months which may warrant 
an update of these recommendations.

  Question No. 2912 answered with Question No. 2798.

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA04900Traveller Accommodation

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA050002913. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the reason the report by an or-
ganisation (details supplied) on Traveller homelessness was not published; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39634/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA051002995. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health when the report by a per-
son (details supplied) on Traveller homelessness will be published; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39820/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 2913 and 2995 together.

The Department of Health has oversight responsibility for the health policy for vulnerable 
and socially excluded groups, including members of the Traveller and Roma communities. 
Responsibility for the provision of health service falls under the HSE National Social Inclu-
sion Office, which works to improve access to mainstream health services, as well as providing 
targeted measures.  The Department funds the HSE for the delivery of a range of health-related 
services and supports to members of the Traveller community.
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 In relation to the research referenced by the Deputies, I am advised that in 2019 the HSE 
provided funding, through CHO 6, to the organisation referred to, for a Traveller homelessness 
research project.  I understand from the organisation’s website that it decided not to publish the 
full text at this point as the research requires considerable edits and modifications to make it 
accessible for the readers and users for whom it was intended.

 I trust that this is information is useful.

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA05300Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA054002914. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the plans he has to 
show his appreciation for all front-line workers under his remit other than a clap on the back; 
if he is planning a bonus, gratuity payment for all those workers who have been struggling and 
worked tirelessly throughout the pandemic; if so, when this will be implemented; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39635/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to convey my sincere gratitude 
to  health sector workers in relation to their continuing efforts in the delivery of health services 
during this very challenging pandemic period.

Government have indicated their intention to recognise front-line healthcare workers in 
respect of the extraordinary contribution and commitment they have made in the management 
of the pandemic.  

The HSE, my Department and Government are considering the most appropriate means and 
timeline for such recognition, noting that the pandemic is ongoing.

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA05600Disability Services

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA057002915. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if a permanent location has 
been chosen for the inclusion centre in Ballybofey and Stranorlar, County Donegal; if there are 
plans to move the centre from its current location; if so, the other locations that are being con-
sidered for the centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39636/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2916 answered with Question No. 2615.

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA06000Health Services

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA061002917. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will extend the type 2 
diabetes cycle of care programme to all persons with type 2 diabetes; his views on whether it 
is equitable that persons with type 2 diabetes without a GMS or general practitioner visit card 
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but who otherwise meet the HSE criteria for uncomplicated type 2 diabetes to be managed in 
primary care are excluded from the programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39638/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA062003178. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health if he will extend the type 2 dia-
betes cycle of care beyond general practitioner and medical card holders; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40582/21]

27/07/2021WRAAAAAAA06300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2917 
and 3178 together.

In October 2015, the Diabetes cycle of care programme was introduced nationally by the 
HSE. Under this programme, adult GMS patients, those who hold a medical card or GP visit 
card, with a diagnosis of Type 2 Diabetes are eligible to be managed as part of the programme 
by their GP.

The 2019 GP Agreement introduced the chronic disease management programme for GMS 
patients who have one or more specific chronic diseases, of which Type 2 Diabetes is one. The 
structured programme commenced in 2020 and is being rolled out to all adult GMS patients 
over four years (2020 to 2023). This year the programme has been rolled out to those aged 65 
years and over. The chronic disease management programme will replace the Diabetes cycle of 
care programme as it is rolled out. 

People who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical services 
for themselves and their dependants may be entitled to a medical card. In the assessment pro-
cess, the HSE can take into account medical costs incurred by an individual or a family. People 
who are not eligible for a medical card may still be able to avail of a GP visit card.

While Type 2 diabetic patients who do not hold a medical card or GP visit card are not eli-
gible under the Diabetes cycle of care or chronic disease management programmes, diabetes is 
one of the conditions covered by the Long Term Illness Scheme. Under this scheme, patients 
with diabetes can receive drugs, medicines, and medical and surgical appliances directly related 
to the treatment of their illness free of charge, regardless of whether they hold a medical card.

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB00200Medical Aids and Appliances

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB003002918. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will extend eligibility to 
the long-term illness scheme for reimbursement of blood glucose test strips to all women who 
develop gestational diabetes during pregnancy; his views on the decision to remove them from 
the scheme; if he will now reverse that decision; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39639/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Long Term Illness Scheme was 
established under Section 59(3) of the Health Act 1970 (as amended). The conditions covered 
by the scheme are: acute leukaemia; mental handicap; cerebral palsy; mental illness (in a person 
under 16); cystic fibrosis; multiple sclerosis; diabetes insipidus; muscular dystrophies; diabetes 
mellitus; parkinsonism; epilepsy; phenylketonuria; haemophilia; spina bifida; hydrocephalus; 
and conditions arising from the use of Thalidomide.

Under the Scheme, patients receive drugs, medicines, and medical and surgical appliances 
directly related to the treatment of their illness, free of charge.

Gestational diabetes is not a permanent or long-term illness and is, therefore, not covered 
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by the Scheme. There are currently no plans to make specific provision for gestational diabetes 
under any new or existing health scheme. 

 However, there are other supports for access to medical approved items such as the Drug 
Payment Scheme (DPS) and the General Medical Services Scheme (GMS) that would assist 
patients with gestational diabetes.

Under the DPS, no individual or family pays more than €114 a month towards the cost of 
approved prescribed medicines. The scheme significantly reduces the cost burden for families 
and individuals with ongoing expenditure on medicines.

 For people who cannot, without undue hardship, arrange for the provision of medical ser-
vices for themselves and their dependants may be eligible for a medical card. In accordance 
with the provisions of the Health Act 1970 (as amended), eligibility for a medical card is de-
termined by the HSE. In certain circumstances the HSE may exercise discretion and grant a 
medical card, even though an applicant exceeds the income guidelines, where he or she faces 
difficult financial circumstances, such as extra costs arising from illness.

The HSE afford applicants the opportunity to furnish supporting documentation to deter-
mine whether undue hardship exists and to fully take account of all relevant circumstances that 
may benefit them in assessment, including medical evidence of costs and certain expenses.

In circumstances where an applicant is still over the income limit for a medical card, they 
are then assessed for a GP visit card, which entitles the applicant to GP visits without charge.

Further information on the medical card scheme and the application process are available 
at: www.hse.ie.

Patients may also be entitled to claim tax relief on the cost of their medical expenses. This 
includes medicines prescribed by a doctor, dentist, or consultant. Relief is at the standard tax 
rate of 20%. Details on how to claim are at www.revenue.ie.

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB00500Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB006002919. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will provide funding to ap-
point a clinical psychologist to each acute hospital diabetes multi-disciplinary team; his views 
on the fact that psychosocial support in diabetes care is not formally embedded as part of dia-
betes management; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39640/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Diabetes is a complex condition that 
can have a profound impact on the quality of life of people living with the condition, the man-
agement of emotional and psychological well-being is an important part of diabetes care and 
self-management. Self-management education programmes such as DAFNE (for people living 
with type 1 diabetes) and DESMOND and Discover Diabetes (for people living with type 2 
diabetes) help provide psychosocial support for many people living with diabetes.

The Model of Integrated Care for Patients with Type 2 Diabetes sets out that diabetes is to 
be managed within the acute system by the diabetes multidisciplinary team including access to 
psychology support where available. However, I acknowledge there is a deficit in the number 
of hospital staff providing psychological services dedicated to diabetes care. 

The 2021 National Service Plan recognised the need for an unprecedented expansion of the 
permanent health workforce through permanent appointments. Funding has been provided for 
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an increase to approximately 135,655 WTE across the health service by December 2021, which 
is an increase of 15,838 WTE over funded 2020 levels. There is significant workforce recruit-
ment underway. The HSE Pay and Numbers Strategy identifies the specific roles and grades to 
be hired.

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB00800Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB009002920. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health when the specialist community 
diabetes teams under the enhanced community care programme will be appointed; if it will be 
available to all persons with diabetes free of charge; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39641/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB01100Health Services

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB012002921. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health his views on the need for a na-
tional diabetes register; the reason there is no current register; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39642/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB013003177. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health if his Department will consider 
establishing a national diabetes register to track the prevalence of the condition, measure out-
comes, ascertain cost of care and plan for future services; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40581/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2921 
and 3177 together.

In September 2019 Sláintecare Integration funding was allocated to the HSE to design and 
procure a National Diabetes Registry demonstrator product and develop a full specification plan 
for a National Diabetes Registry.

The development of a National Diabetes Registry will have a long-term benefit on: 

- Patient care by facilitating benchmarking of individual care against guideline recommen-
dations and QI feedback to practitioners 

- Provision of appropriate health services by providing reliable information to healthcare 
planners and policymakers.

This project was paused as it was dependent on the input and expertise of key HSE staff who 
were redeployed onto urgent COVID-19 work and will be revisited again in the future.

  Question No. 2922 answered with Question No. 1425.
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27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB01600Health Services

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB017002923. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the current supports available 
for nursing home residents to cover transportation costs for medical appointments; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39644/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as Fair Deal, is a system of financial 
support for people who require long-term residential care. Participants contribute to the cost of 
their care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost.

The NHSS covers the cost of the standard components of long-term residential care which 
are:

- Nursing and personal care appropriate to the level of care needs of the person;

- Bed and board;

- Basic aids and appliances necessary to assist a person with the activities of daily living; 
and

- Laundry service.

Costs not covered by the NHSS include those individually incurred for items like social ac-
tivities, newspapers and hairdressing. This may also include medical services such as therapies 
and some medical equipment. A person’s eligibility for other schemes, such as the medical card 
scheme or the drugs payment scheme, is unaffected by participation in the NHSS or residence 
in a nursing home.  In determining the services covered by the NHSS it was considered very 
important that the care recipient and the taxpayer would be protected and would not end up pay-
ing for the same services twice. For this reason, medications and aids that are already prescribed 
for individuals under an existing scheme are not included in the services covered by the NHSS, 
as this would involve effectively paying twice for the same service.

It is important to state that residents of nursing homes should enjoy the same levels of sup-
port and access to services as when they lived in their own homes. It is acknowledged that the 
reason they require 24 hour levels of support is due to their level of dependency, which in turn 
may require access to clinical services including hospital and other outpatient appointments in 
the community. The HSE provides for a level of Intermediate Care Vehicles, which are used 
predominantly for non-emergency transport between acute hospitals for admission and dis-
charge purposes. They would be reserved for those who would need specific support in trans-
port. In other cases, normal transport arrangements apply. These arrangements (e.g. wheelchair 
taxi) are normally funded by the individual.

Although the NHSS covers core living expenses, residents can still incur some costs in a 
nursing home, as set out above. In recognition of this, anyone in receipt of financial support 
under the NHSS retains at least 20% of their income. The minimum amount that is retained is 
the equivalent of 20% of the State Pension (Non-Contributory).

  Question No. 2924 answered with Question No. 1425.

  Question No. 2925 answered with Question No. 2880.

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB02100Health Services Staff



27 July 2021

1371

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB022002926. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health if the full list of all sec-
tion 39 agencies to which pay restoration applies including the smaller ones agreed at a recent 
conciliation conference held under the auspices of the Workplace Relations Commission will 
be provided; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39655/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Section 39 agencies are agencies un-
der Section 39 of the Health Act 2004 where the HSE provides a grant to allow the agency to 
provide services similar or ancillary to the HSE. They were not and are not party to the Public 
Service Agreements and are therefore not covered by the pay restoration provided for in these 
agreements. 

In October 2018, an agreement was reached by the parties at the Workplace Relations Com-
mission in relation to a process of pay restoration for staff employed in a pilot group of 50 sec-
tion 39 organisations who are funded by way of a Service Level Agreement (SLA). A further 
WRC engagement followed in December 2020 in relation to a final phase of 250 SLA funded 
organisations who were identified as part of the earlier agreement. 

Pay restoration was applicable to Section 39 organisations who met certain criteria, rather 
than types of individual workers that are employed in them. The list of section 39 organisations 
that was compiled, included only agencies that had service arrangements in place back in 2013 
and that were still under service arrangements in 2019. Only organisations who received in 
excess of an agreed, specified amount from the HSE by way of the Service Level Agreement 
process were included.  

It must be acknowledged that Section 39 organisations are privately owned and run and that 
their terms and conditions of employment, once in line with employment legislation, are strictly 
between the employer and the employee. Consequently, it would not be appropriate for the 
Department of Health to provide a list of which section 39 agencies applied for and/or received 
funding under the pay restoration agreement. Employees should be advised to raise the query 
with their employers to determine if their organisations were included in the agreement. 

Pay restoration is absolutely limited and only applicable to those included in the initial 
WRC agreement. I can also confirm that there is no scope to revisit the eligibility criteria for the 
process and that the process has reached a final resolution. 

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB02400Ambulance Service

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB025002927. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the reason the National Am-
bulance Service does not recognise intermediate care operatives as ambulance personnel; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39656/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.  

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB02700Ambulance Service
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27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB028002928. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the reason the National Am-
bulance Service is asking intermediate care operatives to work on emergency ambulances; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39657/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB03000Ambulance Service

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB031002929. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the staffing levels of the 
National Ambulance Service by CHO; the current number of whole-time equivalent posts by 
occupation currently working; the recommended and budgeted number; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39658/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB03300Ambulance Service

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB034002930. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his plans for increasing Na-
tional Ambulance Service whole-time equivalent staffing levels; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39659/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy may be aware, the Emer-
gency Service Baseline and Capacity Review (submitted to Government in 2016) recommend-
ed significant investment in our ambulance services. In that context, the National Ambulance 
Service (NAS) is implementing a multi-annual programme involving manpower, vehicles and 
technology.  

This year, in line with the Programme for Government commitment to continue to increase 
capacity in the National Ambulance Service, an unprecedented €187.5 million is being invested 
in these services. This includes €10m in development funding to facilitate the recruitment of 
125 WTEs to progress priority areas in line with NAS strategic reform. Examples of strategic 
initiatives progressed in 2021 include:  

-  Continuing to target capacity deficits as identified in the NAS emergency service baseline 
and capacity review; 

- Progressing the development of alternative patient care pathways; 
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- Strengthening the capacity of NAS critical care and retrieval services; 

- Progressing the implementation of the Trauma System for Ireland. 

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB03600Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB037002931. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if advice can be provided in 
relation to a matter raised in correspondence regarding vaccination (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39660/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB03900Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB040002932. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the timeline on the return of live music 
for weddings; and if the return of live music for weddings is tied to its return in wider hospital-
ity settings. [39661/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB041003031. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health if live music is currently per-
mitted at a wedding reception; if not, when the Covid-19 guidelines for weddings are due to 
be reviewed; if it is likely that live music will be permitted at this stage; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40063/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB042003188. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health when live music will resume 
at a wedding ceremony and reception to reflect the change due to vaccination and especially in 
the context of the size of the location in which the ceremony or reception is to take place with 
the reopening of hospitality pending; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40616/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB043003239. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if weddings are permitted 
to have novelty acts with a seated audience, for example, a magician under current Covid-19 
guidelines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40970/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB04400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2932, 
3031, 3188 and 3239 together.

As the Deputies will be aware, on 29 June, Government announced the next phase of re-
opening the economy and society in line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status. However, as an excep-
tion, weddings already planned have been allowed to proceed with the planned increase in the 
number of guests to 50 at the wedding reception with protective measures from 5 July. 
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Unfortunately, the outlook for the coming weeks is very uncertain and there is not yet an 
indication of when live music, performances or dancing will be permitted at weddings. This is 
outlined further in the Fáilte Ireland guidelines. These guidelines can be found online: covid19.
failteireland.ie/operational-guidelines/.  The epidemiological situation will be monitored on an 
ongoing basis and the level of restrictions will be kept under review by Government.

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines.

  Question No. 2933 answered with Question No. 2599.

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB04600Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB047002934. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will outline by CHO or 
any smaller unit in which HSE dental services have been limited to emergency provision only 
for children and or adults for each month of 2020 and to date in 2021, as was done in Kildare/
West Wicklow; if any other units are considering the confinement of services; the reason for 
each which has been confined; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39663/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB04900Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB050002935. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health when routine and elective 
treatments including school dental checks and dental appointments for children and adults will 
resume in Kildare/West Wicklow; if any of these services have been suspended in any other 
CHO; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39664/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.
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27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB05200Hospital Procedures

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB053002936. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
risk assessments considered by the board of management at the Rotunda Maternity Hospital 
relating to the premature induction of pregnant women as part of a clinical trial for dilipan-s; 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that premature induction is contraindicated by many 
academic studies; if his attention has been further drawn to the fact that the ethics committee 
has not responded to formal queries of persons regarding their concerns regarding the said 
trial; if his attention has been drawn to this trial; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39665/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Clinical trials in Ireland are governed 
by the European Communities (Clinical Trials on Medicinal Products for Human Use) Regula-
tions, 2004 (S.I. No. 190 of 2004), and amendments. In accordance with  these Regulations, a 
clinical trial may only be started or conducted in Ireland if:

- an ethics committee has issued a favourable opinion;

- the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) has granted an authorisation, and;

- the trial sponsor, or legal representative of the sponsor, is established within the European 
Economic Area.

The trial referred to by the Deputy was authorised by the HPRA for conduct in Ireland in 
July 2020, following a favourable scientific assessment of the benefit/risk of the trial. The trial 
was also authorised by an ethics committee recognised by the Department of Health under the 
relevant legislation. 

The trial involves an assessment of the use of two authorised methods of induction of la-
bour, a medical device (Dilapan-S) and a medicine (dinoprostone, Propess). The trial popula-
tion are normal risk nulliparous women at 39 weeks’ gestation with no medical complications, 
and who have no contraindications to the induction of labour. Subjects are randomised to differ-
ent treatment groups, and administered the relevant treatment in hospital before returning home 
for 12-24 hours after initiation of induction of labour. 

Published literature indicates that the induction of labour may have a role in accomplishing 
lower Caesarean section rates, reduced neonatal morbidity and mortality rates, and improved 
maternal experience. There is evidence to suggest that induction of labour at 39 weeks gestation 
may have these benefits; the trial seeks to identify the best method of achieving induction of 
labour in the patient population being studied.

I have asked officials in my Department to request further details from the Rotunda Hospital 
regarding the trial in question, and will reply directly to the Deputy once this information is 
received.    

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB05500Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB056002937. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if advice will be provided 
regarding a matter raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39666/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
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advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB05800Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB059002938. Deputy Francis Noel Duffy asked the Minister for Health the reason for the period 
of natural immunity through contracting Covid-19 is considered six and not nine months as sup-
ported by the HSE for persons to request an EU Digital COVID Certificate; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39667/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the EU Digital COVID Cer-
tificate Regulation a recovery certificate is valid not more than 180 days after the date of first 
positive NAAT test result. The advice in Ireland is that immunity persists for at least 9 months 
post recovery from infection or full vaccination. The shorter period for EU Digital COVID 
Certificate is a function of the approach taken by EU rather than public health advice in Ireland.

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB06100Hospital Procedures

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB062002939. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of consultants 
at Beaumont Hospital performing full removal of transobturator mesh implants; the number of 
surgeries performed in the past 12 months; the outcomes of these surgeries; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39673/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB06300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB06400Hospital Procedures

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB065002940. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of HSE patients 
who have been facilitated for treatment in the US for full or partial removal of transobturator 
mesh implants; if a patient could access public funding for such treatment in the US; if so, the 
person or body that authorises this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39674/21]

27/07/2021WRBBBBBBB06600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.
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The HSE has indicated that as the procedure is available in Ireland it does not fall under 
the qualifying criteria for the Treatment Abroad Scheme.  A multidisciplinary National Spe-
cialist Centre has been developed over 2 sites at Cork University Maternity Hospital (CUMH) 
and the National Maternity Hospital (NMH) Dublin and these have received specific funding 
from the HSE for the provision of these services.  Full details of MESH removal services and 
contact information for relevant hospitals are available on the HSE website at www.hse.ie/eng/
about/who/acute-hospitals-division/woman-infants/vaginal-mesh-implants/.  Women affected 
by mesh continue to be strongly encouraged to engage with the relevant HSE contact points 
and the associated care pathways, to ensure that their service needs can be identified and pro-
vided for. 

  Question No. 2941 answered with Question No. 2448.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC00300Primary Medical Certificates

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC004002942. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health : when a decision will 
issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39681/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC00600Disability Services

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC007002943. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the 
budget for aids and appliances for persons with disabilities for each of the years 2018, 2019 and 
2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39609/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC00800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC00900Disability Services

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC010002944. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health if the cost of PPE has 
been included in the budget for appliances for persons with disabilities; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39610/21]
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27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC01100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC01200Medical Aids and Appliances

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC013002945. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the average cost of the 
various personal emergency response systems, surgical footwear, hearing aids and prosthetic 
limbs provided by the HSE in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39611/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC01500Disability Services

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC016002946. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the 
costs incurred with the provision and care of persons with hearing aids, surgical footwear pros-
thetic limbs in 2018, 2019 and 2020, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39612/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC01800Disability Services

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC019002947. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health if the inclusion of PPE 
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in the budget for appliances for persons with disabilities will result in patients receiving infe-
rior care or quality of prosthetic limbs, surgical footwear, hearing aid and personal emergency 
response systems; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39613/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC02100Disability Services

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC022002948. Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice asked the Minister for Health if his office has con-
sidered having the budget for the provision of prosthetic limbs separate to the overall budget 
for appliances for persons with disabilities; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39614/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC02400Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC025002949. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if provision will be made 
within the EU Digital COVID Certificate system to verify that a person cannot be vaccinated 
on medical grounds; and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [39692/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Digital COVID Certificate Regula-
tion is intended to facilitate people’s fundamental right to move and reside freely and help to 
support the lifting of restrictions currently in place in a coordinated manner within the EU.

As the Minister for Health, I am supporting the work of my Department in collaborating 
with relevant Departments under the leadership of the Department of Taoiseach to assist in the 
on-going implementation of the EU Digital COVID Certificates.

It is important to note that the EU Digital COVID Certificate is not a travel document and 
the possession of an EU Digital COVID Certificate will not be a precondition to exercise free 
movement rights. 
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27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC02700Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC028002950. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if there are or will be any 
special procedures including supervision by an immunologist of persons who are vaccine can-
didates but are likely to suffer from anaphylaxis or another reaction; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [39693/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC03000Community Care

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC031002951. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the amount in the capital 
budget as set out in table 8 of the Stability Programme Update 2021 that is designated for in-
frastructure to support community healthcare networks; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39696/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The capital funding for the Health Sec-
tor in the ten years of the National Development Plan (NDP) is €10.9 billion. A structured, 
in depth review of the NDP was initiated by Department of Public Expenditure and Reform 
(DPER) in Q4 2020 as set out in the Programme for Government. This process has two phases 
and aims to align the priorities identified in the Programme for Government (including imple-
mentation of Sláintecare) with the associated resourcing requirements.   

My department made a detailed submission outlining sectoral strategies and drivers of de-
mand. The Phase 1 report was published on April 4th, 2021.  Phase 2 is currently underway with 
ongoing discussions to agree an overall allocation for Health. We are awaiting an update on the 
allocations to conclude the Phase 2 work.  Once funding allocation under the NDP review has 
been determined, it will inform the prioritisation of projects in the HSE Programme and the 
related allocation to Community Health services.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC03300Health Services

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC034002952. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of provid-
ing additional dedicated children’s beds for psychiatric care to stop the practice of using beds in 
adult psychiatric services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39697/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
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aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC03600Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC037002953. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken to ad-
dress the shortfall of general practitioners nationally as well as in an area (details supplied) 
specifically; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39698/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is aware of the work-
force issues currently facing general practice, including the limited access to GP services in 
certain areas, and has implemented a number of measures to improve recruitment and retention 
in general practice.

These include changes to the entry provisions to the GMS scheme to accommodate more 
flexible/shared GMS GP contracts, and to the retirement provisions for GPs under the GMS 
scheme, allowing GPs to hold GMS contracts until their 72nd birthday. Enhanced supports for 
rural GP practices have also been introduced. 

The 2019 Agreement on GP contractual reforms will see the Government increase invest-
ment in general practice by approximately 40% (€210 million) between 2019 and 2023, provid-
ing for significant increases in capitation fees for GPs who participate in the reform programme 
and the introduction of new fees and subsidies for additional services such as the chronic disease 
programme. The Agreement provides for increased support for GPs working in rural practices 
and for those in disadvantaged urban areas, and for improvements to maternity and paternity 
leave arrangements. 

The number of GPs entering training has been increased steadily over the previous years, 
rising from 120 in 2009 to 213 in 2020. Following the transfer of responsibility for training 
General Practitioners from the HSE to the Irish College of General Practitioners, the number of 
GPs entering training has further increased this year to 233.

These measures will see an increase in the number of GPs working in the State, improving 
access to GP services for patients throughout the country. 

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC03900Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC040002954. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of consultant 
psychiatrists employed by the HSE nationally and in CHO9; the number of vacant positions 
nationally and in CHO9; the steps he is taking to address unfilled vacancies; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39699/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.
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27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC04200Health Service Executive

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC043002955. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of HSE early 
intervention teams presently in operation across the State; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39700/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC044002958. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of HSE school 
age teams in operation across the State; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39703/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC045002959. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the cost of a new HSE school 
age team by individual category. [39704/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 2955, 2958 and 2959 together.

As these Parliamentary Questions relate to operational issues, they are a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC04700Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC048002956. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the net change in the number 
of and WTE staffing of early intervention teams since February 2020; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter.  [39701/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC04900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point. 

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC05000Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC051002957. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the cost of a new early inter-
vention team by individual category. [39702/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.
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  Question No. 2958 answered with Question No. 2955.

Question No. 2959 answered with Question No. 2955.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC05500Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC056002960. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
waiting for inpatient and outpatient appointments and procedures within the UL hospital group 
and CHO3; the category and type of appointment and procedure; the length of time waiting; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39711/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last sixteen months as a di-
rect result of the COVID-19 pandemic and more recently as a result of the ransomware attack.

While significant progress was made in reducing waiting times from June 2020 onwards, 
the surge in Covid-19 cases in the first quarter of 2021, and the resultant curtailment of acute 
hospital services, is reflected in the most recently available waiting list figures to 13th May 
2021.

On 23 March 2021 the HSE published the “Safe Return to Health Services Plan”, outlining 
a three phased approach for the proposed restoration of services across Community Services, 
Acute Hospital Operations, Cancer Services and Screening Services. It sets target times for 
their safe return and details the conditions and challenges that will have to be met. However, 
the implementation of this plan was suspended pending the resolution of the recent ransomware 
attack, which had a significant impact on acute hospitals. 

The HSE has been working since 14th May last to recover the effects of the cyber attack 
on its systems. The HSE advise that at present most systems are operational and services are 
returning to normal activity. There is a challenge in back entering data and there are still a num-
ber of areas of ongoing concern. The HSE was already seeking to recover from the Covid peak 
in the first quarter of this year and the ransomware attack has delayed this and had the effect of 
increasing access delays for services. My Department  does not have full access to information 
on the impact of this ransomware attack on elective waiting lists but will provide an update as 
soon as one is available.

An additional €240 million has been provided in Budget 2021 for an access to care fund, 
€210m of which has been allocated to the HSE and a further €30m to the National Treatment 
Purchase Fund (NTPF). This is to be used to fund additional capacity to address the shortfall 
arising as a result of infection control measures taken in the context of COVID-19, as well as 
addressing backlogs in waiting lists.

My Department, the HSE and the NTPF are currently working on a Multiannual Waiting 
List Plan to address waiting lists and bring them in line with Sláintecare targets over the com-
ing years.

Due to the ongoing IT issues triggered by the HSE cyber-attack, the NTPF has been unable 
to receive weekly national hospital waiting list data or downloads. The latest published waiting 
list information was collated by the NTPF on 13th May 2021. The information requested by the 
Deputy concerning the number of persons waiting for inpatient and outpatient appointments 
and procedures within the UL hospital group is outlined in the attached document by specialty 
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for Inpatient-daycase and Outpatient. This information is based on the latest available data pro-
vided by the NTPF.

Total IPDC Waiters in the University of Limerick Hospital Group by Hospital/Specialty by 
Wait Time Band as at 13/05/21

Row Labels  0-6 Months  6-12 Months 12-18 Months 18+ Months *Small Volume 
Time Band

Grand Total

Croom Ortho-
paedic Hospital

542 313 103 6 1 965

Orthopaedics 346 274 103 6 729

Small Volume 
Specialties

196 39 1 236

Ennis Hospital 770 467 194 79 10 1520

Gastro-Enter-
ology

50 70 51 36 207

General Surgery 493 277 112 43 925

Gynaecology 16 16

Plastic Surgery 6 9 15

Small Volume 
Specialties

10 10

Urology 199 111 31 341

Vascular Surgery 6 6

Nenagh Hospital 982 731 745 456 6 2920

Dental Surgery 7 7 14

Gastro-Enter-
ology

214 179 92 43 528

General Surgery 228 187 172 106 693

Ophthalmology 125 30 37 5 197

Small Volume 
Specialties

6 6

Urology 386 335 444 295 1460

Vascular Surgery 22 22

St. John’s Hospi-
tal Limerick

1084 555 443 371 19 2472

Gastro-Enter-
ology

109 29 27 32 197

General Medi-
cine

9 9

General Surgery 586 379 257 144 1366

Gynaecology 82 27 13 122

Pain Relief 170 94 107 153 524

Small Volume 
Specialties

12 19 31

Urology 119 26 27 42 214

Vascular Surgery 9 9

University Hos-
pital Limerick

1325 681 625 841 8 3480

Cardiology 49 16 5 70

Dental Surgery 7 5 12

Dermatology 49 8 9 66

Gastro-Enter-
ology

269 209 203 435 1116

General Surgery 234 66 42 45 387

Gynaecology 141 29 21 11 202

Maxillo-Facial 90 48 67 58 263

Ophthalmology 233 100 88 79 500

Otolaryngology 
(ENT)

90 29 50 53 222



27 July 2021

1385

Row Labels  0-6 Months  6-12 Months 12-18 Months 18+ Months *Small Volume 
Time Band

Grand Total

Radiology 56 133 76 86 351

Respiratory 
Medicine

28 15 19 30 92

Small Volume 
Specialties

8 8

Urology 51 22 31 44 148

Vascular Surgery 28 6 9 43

Grand Total 4,703 2,747 2,110 1,753 44 11,357

*Due to the small volume of patients waiting, to preserve patient confidentiality, when the 
number of patients is <5, these have been included within broader time bands and aggregated 
into a ‘Small Volume Group’ cohort.

  Question No. 2961 answered with Question No. 1425.

  Question No. 2962 answered with Question No. 2380.

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC06000Departmental Reviews

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC061002963. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the current number of live 
studies, reviews and research undertaken or commissioned by him; and the date by which each 
study, review and research is scheduled to be completed in tabular form. [39719/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC062002964. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the number of studies, re-
views and research undertaken or commissioned by him which concluded, were commissioned, 
or are ongoing since 1 January 2019; and the date by which each study, review and research is 
scheduled to be completed in tabular form. [39720/21]

27/07/2021WRCCCCCCC06300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 2963 
and 2964 together.

The information requested by the Deputy is not immediately available. I will survey the 
Department and the collated replies will be prepared into a full response to the Deputy as soon 
as possible.

  Question No. 2964 answered with Question No. 2963.

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD00300Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD004002965. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if orthoptics will be a regu-
lated profession; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39721/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD00500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): CORU is Ireland’s multi-profession 
health regulator responsible for regulating health and social care professionals designated under 
the Health and Social Care Professionals Act 2005. There are 17 health and social care profes-
sions designated for regulation under the 2005 Act, including orthoptists. 

Currently there are registers open for 11 professions and CORU continues the complex 
work of preparing for regulation the other professions, which includes Orthoptists, that are des-
ignated for regulation under the Act.
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27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD00600Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD007002966. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health when the value for money 
review on nursing home care costs will be published. [39722/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): In March 2018, 
the Oireachtas Public Accounts Committee recommended that the Government undertake a 
Value for Money review to identify, quantify and analyse the reasons for any cost differential 
between private/voluntary and public nursing homes, and following analysis, to make recom-
mendations for improving the value for money obtained by the Health sector. 

 The review was undertaken under the direction of a Steering Committee led by an in-
dependent chairman and comprising representatives of the Department of Health (DoH), the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER), the National Treatment Purchase Fund 
(NTPF), the Health Service Executive (HSE), and the Economic and Social Research Institute 
(ESRI). 

 The Review has taken longer to complete than originally anticipated.  Initially, delays were 
encountered while attempting to obtain sufficient private sector data to allow for a meaningful 
comparison between the sectors. As work was progressing to resolve this issue, the COVID-19 
pandemic struck. As a result, the review was temporarily paused in order to focus all resources 
in responding to the crisis.

 The Review has now been completed and has been signed off by the Steering Committee.  
In line with the requirements of the Public Spending Code, a Memo for Government is due to 
issue shortly.

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD00900Healthcare Policy

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD010002967. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if and when the palliative 
care evidence brief will be published. [39723/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD01100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Programme for Government com-
mits to updating the Palliative Care policy for adults to reflect the main developments in end-
of-life care and international best practice since 2001 and with a view to addressing the inter-
face with children’s palliative care.  It is envisaged that the new policy will  take account of 
increased demand for adult palliative care, the shift towards care in the community and the em-
phasis in Sláintecare on addressing geographic variations in the provision of both community 
and hospital palliative care services. 

In order to inform deliberations in relation to the update,  my Department has commis-
sioned an evidence brief, produced by the Health Research Board, which describes national 
adult palliative care policies across four countries: Australia, New Zealand, Scotland and the 
Netherlands.  The Health Research Board do not publish evidence briefs, only evidence re-
views, as evidence briefs are working documents and therefore cannot be peer reviewed which 
is required for publication.   

My Department also intends to commission a review of the implementation of the 2001 
policy as it relates to adult palliative care in order to identify priority areas that should be ad-
dressed in the policy update, including areas of evolving and emerging need, having regard to 
international developments.  My Department is currently in the process of evaluating tender 
applications for this work. 
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It is envisaged that a public consultation will be undertaken by my Department prior to com-
mencing work on drafting the policy update. 

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD01200Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD013002968. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if and when the literature 
review of international approaches to the regulation of health and social care professions will 
be published. [39724/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My department instructed the Health 
Research Board to carry out research on its behalf concerning international approaches to regu-
lating health and social care professions.  I can confirm that this report was received by the De-
partment in June of this year and is currently being examined by my officials following which 
a decision on publication will be made. 

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD01500Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD016002969. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if and when the review of 
the governance arrangements and the resources currently in place to support the Health Service 
Executive reimbursement and pricing decision making process (details supplied) will be pub-
lished. [39725/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Following a tender by the Office of 
Government Procurement, Mazars conducted a review of the governance structures around the 
HSE’s drug reimbursement process. The report was submitted to my Department in January 
2020.

The review made recommendations in respect of the HSE’s systems, structures, processes, 
governance arrangements and use of specialist resources in respect of the drug reimbursement 
process.

The report was under consideration by officials earlier last year, however the focus of the 
Department of Health changed to the immediate public health considerations of the COVID-19 
pandemic and the preservation of life. This meant that this work stream was temporarily sus-
pended to reallocate resources to support essential services.

My Department aims to complete its consideration of the report’s recommendations in the 
near future.

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD01800Departmental Reviews

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD019002970. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the status of the review by the 
expert review body on nursing and midwifery; and if the review will be published. [39726/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Expert Review Body for Nursing 
and Midwifery is continuing its work, as set out in its Terms of Reference. It has completed 
a stakeholder engagement and is currently in the process of drafting its report which will be 
presented to me in due course. 
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27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD02100Tax Code

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD022002971. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the status of the sugar sweet-
ened drinks tax evaluation; and if the evaluation will be published. [39727/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD02300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The Sugar-
Sweetened Drinks Tax was introduced on 1st May 2018, and has now been in operation for 
more than three years.  The introduction of the tax was an important action in the Obesity Policy 
and Action Plan, with the aim of combatting obesity through reducing consumption of added 
sugar in drinks and encouraging reformulation of products by the drinks industry.

Initial indications are that the tax has had a positive impact, particularly in terms of encour-
aging drinks producers to reduce the sugar content in their products.  However, a more compre-
hensive analysis of the effects of the tax is needed, and the Department has thus commenced an 
evaluation of the measure.

The first step in this process was to look at existing examples that could inform the method-
ology to assess the impacts of the tax.  This work is well advanced.  Allied to this, information 
has been gathered on existing datasets that could be analysed as part of the assessment of the 
impact of the tax.  The literature review and data scoping exercise will enable the Department 
to make an assessment of the potential approaches to evaluate the impact of the tax and the 
timelines and resources required for the evaluation.  It is intended that the evaluation will be 
published when completed.

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD02400Healthcare Policy

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD025002972. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the status of the research 
programme in healthcare reform; and if a review will be published. [39728/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Research Programme in Healthcare 
Reform is a programme agreed between the Department of Health and the ESRI which com-
menced in July 2014. The broad objectives of the programme are to apply economic analysis 
to explore issues in relation to health services, health spending and population health, in order 
to inform the development of health policy and the Government’s healthcare reform agenda. 
Since its commencement, the programme has produced 31 publications. Full details can be 
found here: 

www.esri.ie/current-research/research-programme-in-healthcare-reform  

www.esri.ie/research/health-and-quality-of-life/hippocrates-model  

 

The first major publication of the research programme involved an examination of the cost 
implications of a change to a multi-payer, Universal Health Insurance model, as proposed in the 
2014 White Paper on Universal Health Insurance (UHI), ‘The Path to Universal Healthcare’. 
This research was published in November 2015 as ESRI Research Series Report 45 ‘An Exami-
nation of the Potential Costs of Universal Health Insurance in Ireland’.

The next major phase of the programme was the development in the years from 2015 to 
2017 of the demand phase of the Hippocrates projection model for healthcare demand and ex-
penditure. Projections of demand from 2015 to 2030 were published in October 2017 as ESRI 
Research Series Report 67 ‘Projections of demand for healthcare in Ireland, 2015-2030: First 
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report from the Hippocrates Model’. This report was based on new ESRI projections for popu-
lation growth, the first to be published based on the 2016 Census. The report contained the most 
comprehensive mapping of public and private activity in the Irish healthcare system to have 
been published.

In December 2020, the ESRI published ‘Projections of expenditure for public hospitals in 
Ireland, 2018–2035, based on the Hippocrates Model’ which provides projections of expendi-
ture for public acute hospital and adult acute psychiatric in-patient services in Ireland for the 
years 2018–2035 based on new ESRI projections for population and economic growth, both of 
which consider the impact of COVID-19. A range of alternative projections are presented re-
flecting alternative assumptions about population growth, trends in health and life expectancy, 
policy change, and costs.  This report provided the most comprehensive mapping of Irish public 
hospital expenditure to have been published to date.  This report was launched alongside the 
reports:  The Survey and Statistical report ‘Utilisation of public acute hospital services in Ire-
land — baseline analysis for the Hippocrates model’ and the Working Paper ‘Paying more to 
wait less: Estimating the cost of reducing Ireland’s public hospital waiting lists’.

At present, the ESRI is finalising the report ‘Projections of Expenditure for Primary, Com-
munity and Long-Term Care Ireland 2019–2035, Based on the Hippocrates Model’, due for 
publication shortly. This will provide the most comprehensive mapping of expenditure in these 
areas to be published in Ireland to date.

My Department’s participation in this research programme is continuously monitored and 
reviewed to ensure the programme is delivering on its stated objectives and achieving value for 
money.

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD02700Departmental Reviews

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD028002973. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the status of the safe nurse 
staffing and skill mix review; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39729/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Safe Staffing Framework is an 
evidence-based methodology to determining the nursing workforce required based on patient 
acuity and dependency. The Framework was launched by Minister Harris, on 16 April 2018, on 
publication of the Final Report and Recommendations of the Taskforce on Staffing and Skill 
Mix for Nursing, on a Framework for Safe Nurse Staffing and Skill Mix in General and Special-
ist Medical and Surgical Care Settings in Adult Hospitals www.gov.ie/en/publication/2d1198-
framework-for-safe-nurse-staffing-and-skill-mix-in-general-and-speci/.  To date there have 
been three phases of the Safe Staffing Framework Development:

Phase 1 - Framework for Safe Nurse Staffing and Skill Mix in General and Specialist Medi-
cal and Surgical Care Settings in Adult Hospitals. 

Phase 2 - Framework for Safe Nurse Staffing and Skill Mix in Emergency Care Settings.

Phase 3 - Framework for Safe Nurse Staffing in Community settings, including (a) Long-
Term residential care settings for older persons, (b) Community care settings, and (c) Step-
down and Rehabilitation settings.

Phase 1 of The Framework was handed over to the HSE in October 2019 for national roll-
out. This phase of the Framework considered the skill mix levels across general and specialist 
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medical and surgical patient care settings in acute hospitals. Phase 1 was implemented and test-
ed through a pilot project across three hospital sites; Beaumont Hospital, Our Lady of Lourdes 
Hospital, Drogheda and St Columcille’s, Loughlinstown. 

The impact reports, using the data collected over two years with the support of a specific 
ICT system, have validated the initial findings from the pilot test. There is evidence of sustained 
improvements to patient outcomes, service and financial efficiencies and a number of positive 
workforce outcomes, including increased retention in areas where the Framework has been 
fully implemented.  Implementation is being progressed by the HSE with €10m assigned in 
Budget 2021 to fund the associated staffing costs.

Phase 2 focuses on the nursing workforce requirements of emergency care settings (A&E). 
This stage of the Framework has been piloted in four Emergency Care Settings since Q4 2019. 
Due to the impact of the pandemic, the pilot was extended to examine the impact of COVID-19 
on nursing workforce requirements in these care settings. The final impact report is due to be 
examined by the Taskforce in the coming weeks and, following endorsement, it will be present-
ed to me. Phase 2 has led to the employment of an additional 77 whole time equivalent nursing 
staff in emergency care settings. 

Phase 3 of the Framework relates to community care settings and due to its scale is sub-
divided into three distinct stages. The first stage focuses on the long-term residential care set-
ting for older persons and is a recommendation of the COVID-19 Nursing Homes Expert Panel 
(NHEP). The Framework will determine, through an evidence-based approach, appropriate 
nurse staffing levels and skill mix to meet residents’ needs first; and will focus on delivering 
positive resident outcomes. A Safe Staffing Taskforce for Phase 3 has been established and it 
will work collaboratively with key stakeholders to meet the NHEP recommendations.  Phase 
3 will consider care in both public and private settings in urban and rural locations. Pilot site 
selection is currently underway with testing due to commence in Quarter 4 of 2021.   

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD03000Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD031002974. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he has considered engag-
ing with NIAC to examine the possibility of giving a booster shot of Covid-19 vaccine to vul-
nerable groups in the high risk and very high risk categories, for example, organ recipients; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39745/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Immunisation Advisory 
Committee (NIAC) is currently reviewing future vaccination requirements, including the po-
tential need for booster shots and is expected to make recommendations in this regard shortly. 
Following receipt of the NIAC advice, my Department and the HSE will consider the appropri-
ate operational measures to implement the recommendations.

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD03300Health Services

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD034002975. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if advice will be provided on 
a matter raised in correspondence (details supplied) in relation to the treatment abroad scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39762/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
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Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, given the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT 
systems, my Department contacted the HSE regarding the current status of the patient’s applica-
tion under the Treatment Abroad Scheme (TAS). The disruption to service is on-going, however 
the HSE have confirmed that the latest information they have available is that the patient’s ap-
plication was incomplete and an extension was granted until 6th August 2021 to allow for the 
submission of required documentation.

Further queries with regard to this application should be directed to the HSE TAS office. The 
TAS office may be contacted by phone on 056 778 4900 / 056 778 4908; by email at treatmenta-
broad.scheme@hse.ie or in writing at Health Service Executive, Seville Lodge, Callan Road, 
Kilkenny, Co Kilkenny. Further information is also available on the TAS website.

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD03600Health Services

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD037002976. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health if he plans to take action on the 
exclusion of addiction treatment facilities from the HIQA remit. [39764/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD038002977. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health if he plans to take action on the 
lack of public oversight and transparency in addiction treatment facilities. [39765/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 2976 and 2977 together.

Under the Health Act 2004, as amended, the HSE is responsible for the provision of health 
and personal social services including addiction services. The HSE either provides these ser-
vices directly or contracts to have them provided on its behalf. 

Organisations providing addiction treatment services, funded by the HSE, are required to 
meet minimum standards in the delivery of services across a range of criteria as part of the ser-
vice level agreement process.    

The Department of Health has no jurisdiction over agencies that provide private addiction 
treatment services. 

There is no provision in legislation for the introduction of regulations relating to the inspec-
tion of residential addiction treatment centres by HIQA. 

I am committed to ensuring there is transparent monitoring and oversight of publicly funded 
drug and alcohol treatment services. 

  Question No. 2977 answered with Question No. 2976.

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD04100Hospital Staff

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD042002978. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Health the position regarding the 
recruitment of the main lead paediatric pain consultant roles in Children’s Health Ireland; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39768/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly):  In 2020, funding was provided to CHI 
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to develop services to address the needs of children, adolescents and their families living with 
complex pain in Ireland. This funding provides for an interdisciplinary service, consisting of 
consultant with special interest in pain management (1 WTE), administration (1.2 WTE), clini-
cal nurse specialist (1.0 WTE), advanced nurse practitioner (1.2WTE), occupational therapist 
(1.0 WTE), physiotherapist (1.0 WTE) and psychologist (1.0 WTE).

CHI has advised that all posts are in place except for the consultant position. Recruitment 
for this post has so far been unsuccessful, and is still ongoing. Having been previously adver-
tised, the post has now been redesigned which it is hoped will assist in attracting suitable candi-
dates.  CHI has also advised that a locum consultant (0.5 WTE) is employed on an interim basis 
until such time as the permanent consultant position is filled.    

  Question No. 2979 answered with Question No. 2879.

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD04500Covid-19 Tests

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD046002980. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health if the HSE guidelines in rela-
tion to close contacts and testing will be updated due to the Covid-19 delta variant; if it is due 
to remain the same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39771/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Testing and contact tracing continues to 
be a key component of the response to the pandemic. In line with evolving public health policy 
advice, the HSE has put in place a comprehensive, reliable and responsive testing and tracing 
operation. The testing and tracing service is kept under constant review to respond to changing 
circumstances, including those caused by the Delta variant. 

The HSE currently has swabbing capacity of 175,000 tests per week across community, 
acute serial and outbreak programmes. Demand for testing and tracing is currently high but 
every community test centre around the country currently accepts walk-ins. Alternatively, a test 
can be booked on the new online booking portal for any nearby test centre.

Contact Tracing Centres operate 12 hours a day, 7 days a week and are fully rostered every 
day. The dedicated workforce, now totalling 930 Contact Tracers, has been key to ensuring 
adequate capacity for contact tracing up to 1,600 detected cases per day. This involves full data 
gathering and phone calls to all cases and their contacts. The service can now deploy digital 
mechanisms to significantly increase capacity and continue to contact trace through surge peri-
ods if the daily rate goes above 1,600 cases a day.

In response to the ongoing effort to contain the spread of the virus, the HSE has indicated 
that it is aiming to increase capacity to around 30,000 swabs per day in community and acute 
settings. This will be done through extending hours at swabbing centres, expanding the number 
of open sites, and increasing the level of capacity within each of them, including through a tar-
geted use of the support provided by the National Ambulance Service. The HSE has indicated 
its intention to use lateral flow antigen tests for self-testing by close contacts should challenges 
in the demand for PCR testing capacity arise. Furthermore, close contacts who have been fully 
vaccinated are no longer referred automatically for testing but the contact tracing team advises 
the person depending on circumstances. 

The continuation of certain enhanced contact tracing measures is not sustainable or appro-
priate in terms of balance of benefit against available resources. Due to changes in the propor-
tion of cases with variants of concern in Ireland, guidance relating to contact tracing is currently 
being reviewed and will be updated in due course. The HSE has indicated that measures under 
consideration include modifying call length, adapting the number of calls conducted, enhanced 
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use of digital channels and use of text messaging of close contacts for arranging tests. These 
measure which are kept under review will ensure that the public health response is fit for pur-
pose and responsive to the current epidemiological situation. 

The testing and tracing programme undergoes continual evaluation and development in 
response to changing demands and evolving evidence. This includes keeping the public health 
guidance relating to the Delta variant under continuing review and the guidance is updated and 
published on a regular basis on the website of the HPSC.

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD04800Home Care Packages

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD049002981. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of home care sup-
port hours being provided in north County Dublin in 2021; and the way this compares to 2020, 
in tabular form. [39772/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD05000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.      

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD05100Home Care Packages

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD052002982. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing for home care in north County Dublin in tabular form. [39773/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD05300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD05400Health Services

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD055002983. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of children wait-
ing for speech and language therapy in north County Dublin to date in 2021; and the way this 
compares to 2020, in tabular form. [39774/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
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the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD05700Health Services

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD058002984. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of children wait-
ing for physiotherapy in north County Dublin to date in 2021; and the way this compares to 
2020, in tabular form. [39775/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD06000Health Services

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD061002985. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of children wait-
ing for occupational therapy in north County Dublin to date in 2021; and the way this compares 
to 2020, in tabular form. [39776/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD06300Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD064002986. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the number of children and 
adolescents waiting for a child and adolescent mental health services first appointment in north 
County Dublin by the duration of their wait in tabular form. [39777/21]

27/07/2021WRDDDDDDD06500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2987 answered with Question No. 2879.
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  Question No. 2988 answered with Question No. 2610.

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE00400Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE005002989. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the status of the number of 
outstanding first and second doses of the Covid-19 vaccine for each vaccination cohort and age 
group; and if every high-risk person has been fully vaccinated. [39789/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE00600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE00700Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE008002990. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health if he will set out the reopening 
guidelines and timelines governing bingo halls and snooker halls. [39794/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE00900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, on 29 
June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and society in line with 
Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status. 

Disease incidence has increased rapidly in recent weeks, especially among those who are 
not yet fully protected through vaccination and the outlook for the coming weeks is very un-
certain. 

Unfortunately, due to current uncertainties there is not yet an indication of when bingo halls 
and snooker halls will reopen. The epidemiological situation will be monitored on an ongoing 
basis and the level of restrictions will be kept under review by Government.

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines.

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE01000Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE011002991. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if the appropriate support 
can be provided by CAMHS including documentation outlining medical history and detailed 
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interaction with psychological services in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39805/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE01300Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE014002992. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if a person (details sup-
plied) will be facilitated in obtaining the Covid-19 vaccine at the earliest possible date given 
the necessity for special arrangements in line with their medical condition; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [39806/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE01500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the 
HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE01600Health Services

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE017002993. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health the companies currently operating 
the HPV cervical screening programme; the percentage of work per laboratory and company; 
the length of time the current contracts operate for; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [39808/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE01800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 2994 answered with Question No. 2354.

  Question No. 2995 answered with Question No. 2913.

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE02100Birth Certificates
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27/07/2021WREEEEEEE022002996. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health when births will be registered in 
order that those needing to travel urgently can get passports for their children; if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that as a result of the inability to register births medical cards and 
child benefit have been suspended and that this has grave implications for those who need this 
support now; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39824/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to advise the Deputy that regis-
tration of births is a matter for the Department of Social Protection.

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE02400Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE025002997. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health if an EU Digital COVID 
Certificate will be expedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39830/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Digital COVID Certificate Regula-
tion is intended to facilitate people’s fundamental right to move and reside freely and help to 
support the lifting of restrictions currently in place in a coordinated manner within the EU.

As the Minister for Health, I am supporting the work of my Department in collaborating 
with relevant Departments under the leadership of the Department of Taoiseach to assist in the 
on-going implementation of the EU Digital COVID Certificates. 

Certificates based on vaccination and recovery are now being issued. Citizens who have not 
received their Digital COVID Certificate and require it urgently can call the helpline on 1800 
807 008.

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE02700Hospital Staff

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE028002998. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of specialist 
dieticians, nutrition specialists and therapists specialising in eating disorders that work out of 
Ennis General Hospital through CAMHS services. [39833/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE03000Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE031002999. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of children 
who have been of the waiting list for CAMHS services at the end of each year between 2016 to 
2020 in County Clare in tabular form. [39834/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE03200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
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of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE03300Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE034003000. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of chil-
dren currently on the waiting list for CAMHS in County Clare; the length of time they have 
been on the list in under three, three to six, six to nine, nine to 12 months and in excess of one 
year in tabular form. [39835/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE03600Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE037003001. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the chil-
dren on the waiting list for CAMHS services in County Clare by age in tabular form. [39836/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE03900Health Services

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE040003002. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of children on 
waiting lists for eye examinations in County Clare. [39837/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
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provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE04200Health Services

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE043003003. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of children 
on a waiting list for speech and language therapy services by age and length of time they have 
been on the list in tabular form. [39841/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE04500Dental Services 

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE046003004. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the number of children on 
a waiting list for dental examinations and check-ups in County Clare. [39842/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE04800Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE049003005. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the rationale for not 
vaccinating under 18s; if he has considered a vaccination programme for leaving certificate 
students to prevent any missed classroom time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39948/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland welcomes the EMA age exten-
sion recommendation for the COVID-19 vaccine Comirnaty to include use in children aged 
12 to 15. Ireland’s National Immunisation Advisory Committee are reviewing the matter and 
will make a recommendation as appropriate. Currently, Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccination Pro-
gramme is administering vaccines to those aged 16+.

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE05100Hospital Appointments Status
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27/07/2021WREEEEEEE052003006. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be called for an appointment. [39958/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point. 

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE05400Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE055003007. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which proj-
ects such as the new children’s hospital, the new national maternity hospital, Naas General 
Hospital and other such projects throughout the country are progressing satisfactorily and on 
time; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39959/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE05700Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE058003008. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the number of posts re-
maining to be filled in the Kildare psychology services; the efforts currently in hand to address 
this issue; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39960/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE05900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE06000Disabilities Assessments

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE061003009. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when it is expected that 
modern child and adolescent assessments can be made available to children with such require-
ments in County Kildare; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39961/21]

27/07/2021WREEEEEEE06200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
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mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF00200Cybersecurity Policy

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF003003010. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the extent to which ac-
tions are in hand to minimise the recent cyber-attack on the most sensitive of services provided 
by the HSE including oncology, cardiovascular, endoscopy, paediatric, neurology and emer-
gency mental health services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39962/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

The cyber-attack in May severely disabled a number of systems and necessitated the com-
plete shutdown of the HSE’s network. Work has been progressing ever since to recover systems 
(decryption and eradication of malware) with the focus on restoring the systems most critical 
to patient care in the first instance, enabling end-user devices and restoring interoperability be-
tween systems and sites to effect service delivery.  Over the last weeks many of these systems 
have been recovered and services have recommenced. At present, while there are still a number 
of areas of ongoing concern, most systems are operational and services are returning to normal 
activity. The HSE is now working to catch up on patients / service users that were delayed, with 
priority being given to time-sensitive and urgent cases. However, the combined impact of the 
cyber-attack and the COVID surge of January/February 2021 has had the effect of increasing 
access delays for some services and the HSE is responding with contingency measures as far as 
possible to minimise the impact for patients.

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF00500Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF006003011. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when the appropriate ac-
tion will be taken to ensure the provision of full-scale orthodontic treatment for children; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39963/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
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provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

Question No. 3012 answered with Question No. 2822.

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF01200Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF013003013. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if he will arrange for an EU 
Digital COVID Certificate to be issued to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39990/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF01400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Minister for Health, I am sup-
porting the work of my Department in collaborating with relevant Departments under the lead-
ership of the Department of Taoiseach to assist in the on-going implementation of the EU 
Digital COVID Certificates. 

Certificates based on vaccination and recovery are now being issued. Citizens who have not 
received their Digital COVID Certificate and require it urgently to travel in the coming days 
can call the helpline on 1800 807 008. Certificates based on negative PCR and antigen tests 
for travel within the EU can be obtained from private testing services signed up to the Digital 
Covid Test Certificate Service.

Every effort has been made to ensure the data on EU Digital Covid Certificates is correct 
and complete. For citizens who have a concern about the detail on your Digital COVID Certifi-
cate, they can call the helpline on 1800 807 008 to have the details corrected.

The Digital COVID Certificate Regulation is intended to facilitate people’s fundamental 
right to move and reside freely and help to support the lifting of restrictions currently in place 
in a coordinated manner within the EU.

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF01500Food Safety

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF016003014. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn 
to a series of matters (details supplied) in relation to the series of checks being done by the HSE 
environmental health department on soup runs. [39993/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF017003288. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if he will work with a 
cafe (details supplied) to ensure that its entirely voluntary operations of receiving donations of 
food and distributing the food to homeless persons can continue; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41265/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF01800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 3014 
and 3288 together.

All food businesses must comply with the requirements of food law that are relevant to the 
business they operate. Regulation (EC) No. 178 of 2002 provides the general framework for the 
operation of food safety law, and defines a food business as “any undertaking, whether for profit 
or not and whether public or private, carrying out any of the activities related to any stage of 
production, processing and distribution of food.”  Therefore, operators distributing food to the 
homeless are food businesses for the purposes of food safety law.  

Food business operators are required by law to notify the HSE (or other FSAI Official Agen-
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cies as appropriate) of their intention to carry on a food business.  The frequency of inspection 
of food businesses is based on the risk to public health, with risk being assessed on a number of 
criteria including the types of foods being produced, processed, and distributed, and the vulner-
ability of the consumers. 

The primary responsibility of the HSE Environmental Health Service (EHS) is the pro-
tection of public health.  It works under a Service Contract for the Food Safety Authority of 
Ireland to ensure the relevant food legislation is applied as necessary. This work is essential to 
ensure that food made available for people to eat is safe. Persons accessing homeless services 
are among the most vulnerable in our community and may be immunocompromised.  There is, 
therefore, risk of serious illness as a result of any potential food borne infection.

The EHS supervises over 45,000 food businesses and endeavours to work with food business 
operators to encourage an understanding of the legal requirements and to support compliance 
with the minimum food safety standards regarding structure, operation, safety management 
systems and staff training and to ensure compliance with food law where non-compliances are 
found upon inspection. 

The HSE has advised that it does not share any inspection details or outcomes with third 
parties and cannot comment specifically on any particular food business or inspection. The HSE 
can confirm however, that the Environmental Health Service has neither served, nor threatened 
to serve, a Closure Order on any voluntary street-based service distributing food to the home-
less.

Further information on setting up a food business is available at www.fsai.ie/food_busi-
nesses/starting_business.html

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF01900Hospital Staff

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF020003015. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if hospital porters working 
overtime face reductions and arrears in relation to their lump sums and pension entitlements; 
the steps he is taking to address this; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39995/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF02100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF02200Disability Services

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF023003016. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the reason a service (details 
supplied) is still running on a reduced capacity which is causing severe difficulties for the ser-
vice users and their families; when the service will be brought back to full capacity; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39996/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): Day services 
re-opened at 39% capacity at service locations throughout August and early September of 2020, 
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and by end of January 2021 this had increased to 51%. The combination of supports in the loca-
tion, outreach supports, and remote supports provides an overall quantum of support to service 
users of over 60% at the end of January. The increase in day service capacity was supported by 
additional funding of €30 million provided in Budget 2021 to increase capacity in buildings and 
provide extra staff. This funding provided an increase in day services by an average of one day 
a week for 14,940 people against September 2020 service levels.

For the duration of the COVID-19 emergency day service capacity is reduced, this is due 
to the physical limitations of the buildings available, the lack of mainstream community activi-
ties, and the continued restrictions imposed by social distancing guidance. Many people with 
disabilities have underlying health conditions, and as the threat of COVID-19 remains, unfor-
tunately so too does the need for these restrictions.

The vaccination process for staff and service users is well underway across day services, and 
all service providers should now be delivering a minimum of 60% of pre-COVID levels of lo-
cation-based supports. For those in residential services, currently their day service supports are 
largely being provided in their residence, however some service users have returned to their day 
service location, and it is now expected that all residential service users that received their day 
service at a location pre-COVID should begin to resume location-based day service supports.

The HSE is in the process of establishing the vaccination status of all staff and service users 
in day services. Once established, the HSE will engage with Infection Prevention and Control 
(IPC) on what further easing of restrictions can appropriately be applied to day services. Those 
attending day services have been vaccinated as part of cohort 4, people aged 16-69 years and at 
very high risk of severe COVID-19 disease. The administration of the second vaccine dose for 
this cohort began in the week beginning May 10th and is expected to be complete by early July.

The IPC guidance are kept under constant review and updates will be provided in the months 
ahead on further restoration of day services. 

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF02500Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF026003017. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health if, once restrictions are lifted in 
July 2021, sporting events organised by non-NGB recognised organisations can go ahead, for 
example, rally sprints, baton twirling, running and cycling; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [39998/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, on 29 
June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and society in line with 
Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead.

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme and the position had been broadly stable over the earlier part of June, the prevalence of 
the more transmissible Delta variant is rapidly increasing in Ireland and this poses a significant 
risk, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated. For this reason, a number of higher 
risk indoor activities will not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the implementation of 
a system to verify vaccination or immunity status.

With regard to organised outdoor events, a maximum of 200 attendees can attend the major-
ity of venues. A limit of 500 people is in place for venues with capacity greater than 5,000 with 
appropriate protective measures in place - including social distancing requirements. At present 
outdoor training in pods of a maximum of 15 people is permitted and outdoor sports matches 
are permitted, with attendance in line with the regulations for organised outdoor events.
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Gyms, swimming pools, leisure centres are permitted to open for individual training only 
and swim lessons and classes can take place. Other indoor sporting activities including match-
es, group/team training and exercise/dance classes are not permitted. 

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines.

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF02800Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF029003018. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health the specific section of which 
specific legislation in which it was provided that Ireland should conduct a free Covid-19 vacci-
nation programme to every adult and child in Ireland and thereby authorise payment from State 
funds to purchase such medical treatments for the programme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40000/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The World Health Organisation de-
clared that the outbreak of the novel coronavirus constituted a Public Health Emergency of 
International Concern in January 2020. In response to this unprecedented public health concern, 
the Government has sought to ensure the safe, effective and efficient administration of Covid-19 
vaccine to all residents of Ireland who wish to receive it and for whom it is deemed clinically 
safe. 

The Government established the High-Level Task Force (HLTF) on Covid-19 Vaccination 
on 10 November 2020. The HLTF acts to support my Department and the HSE to deliver a Co-
vid-19 immunisation programme as a critical public health intervention in the prevention and 
control of Covid-19.

In collaboration with my Department and the HSE, the HLTF developed the National Co-
vid-19 Vaccination Strategy, and this was approved by Government on 15 December 2020. The 
Strategy’s objective has been to ensure the effective and efficient delivery of vaccines to the 
population.

The Covid-19 Vaccination Allocation Strategy was developed in conjunction with the Na-
tional Covid-19 Vaccine Strategy. The Allocation Strategy was developed by the National Im-
munisation Advisory Committee’s (NIAC) and outlined a provisional list of groups for vaccina-
tion and was approved by Government on 8 December 2020. The Allocation Strategy has been 
kept under review in the intervening period and amended as new evidence emerged.

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF03100Assisted Decision-Making

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF032003019. Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Minister for Health if he will clarify procedures and 
processes around parental guardian consent in administering contraceptives in care home set-
tings with a view to controlling monthly menstruation in a young autistic person (details sup-
plied); if a parent, guardian should have the final say in whether this should proceed; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40002/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As Minister for Health, I take very seri-
ously the importance of ensuring consent for an intervention, receipt or use of a service. The 
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HSE has a National Consent Policy to guide staff and the need for consent, and the application 
of the general principles in this policy, extends to all interventions conducted by or on behalf 
of the HSE on service users in all locations.  As this matter refers to an individual case, I have 
referred the matter to the HSE. 

Members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the infor-
mation to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a 
temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is 
working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas 
will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are 
encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF03400Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF035003020. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health if he will produce daily updates 
on the EU Digital COVID Certificate roll-out. [40005/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF03600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Minister for Health, I am sup-
porting the work of my Department in collaborating with relevant Departments under the lead-
ership of the Department of Taoiseach to assist in the on-going implementation of the EU 
Digital COVID Certificates.  

Updates on the roll-out of the EU Digital Covid Certificate can be found on the Gov.ie web-
site at the following link: 

www.gov.ie/en/publication/3a698-eu-digital-covid-certificate/

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF03700Care of the Elderly

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF038003021. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the proposed closure of the HSE building in Ennistymon, Prague House, as it has been 
deemed condemned; if his attention has been further drawn to the report condemning the build-
ing; if so, if he will relay this information; and if a copy of this report will be made available to 
the staff. [40007/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF04000Care of the Elderly

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF041003022. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health if the decision to close 
Prague House followed protocol of notice given the staff were notified on 20 July 2021 that 
they would be relocated effective immediately; the recommended notice for a closure and re-
location of a HSE building or service normally; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 



27 July 2021

1407

[40008/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF04300Care of the Elderly

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF044003023. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the reason Prague House 
is being shut down with no consultation with the community, the relevant trade union and the 
elected representatives in County Clare. [40009/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF04600Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF047003024. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the reason the mental 
health service in north west County Clare is going to be closed with reference to his previous 
commitment to ensure that such services are not cut during the Covid-19 pandemic; if there was 
engagement between his Department and the HSE on the matter; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40010/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF04800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF04900Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF050003025. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health the rationale behind clos-
ing a critical and much needed mental health service in County Clare when the current services 
are not able to meet the demand for services; if he will commit to providing additional beds and 
residential places to counteract those lost through the closure of Prague House; and if he will 
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make a statement on the matter. [40011/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF05100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 3026 answered with Question No. 1427.

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF05300Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF054003027. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health his plans to include the 
summer camp sector in the events sector scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40015/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to advise the Deputy that any 
plans to include the summer camp sector in the Events Sector Covid Support Scheme is a matter 
for the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media.

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF05600Departmental Bodies

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF057003028. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health the agencies and State organisa-
tions under his Department that are receiving State funding that do not have to declare salaries 
of employees under the 2016 code of governance; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40038/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): All bodies under the aegis of my De-
partment are required to confirm compliance annually with the Code of Practice for Gover-
nance of State Bodies 2016. Within the Code are detailed Business and Financial Reporting 
Requirements. 

These set out that:

a) State bodies should disclose in their financial statements the aggregate amount of total 
compensation paid to employees including employee numbers in whole time equivalent format. 

b) The aggregate total compensation paid to employees should be split between salary, over-
time and allowances. 

c) A separate note on CEO salary and benefits (and termination payment if relevant) should 
also be included. d) A separate note on termination benefits to all staff should be included. CEO 
termination benefits should be kept separate, as set out above.

In addition to disclosing the aggregate pay bill and total number of employees, under the 
Code, Commercial State bodies should publish details of the number of employees whose total 
employee benefits (excluding employer pension costs) for the reporting period fell within each 
band of €25,000 from €50,000 upwards and an overall figure for total employer pension contri-
butions in their annual report and/or financial statements. 
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In addition to disclosing the aggregate pay bill and total number of employees, non-com-
mercial State bodies should under the Code publish details of the number of employees whose 
total employee benefits (excluding employer pension costs) for the reporting period fell within 
each pay band of €10,000 from €60,000 upwards and an overall figure for total employer pen-
sion contributions in their annual report and/or financial statements. 

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF05900Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF060003029. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Health when the HSE guidelines for 
its staff will be updated to allow for foreign travel. [40055/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF06100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The DPER Guidance for public sector 
employers and employees in respect of HR issues during Covid that applies to all public sector 
employees are currently being reviewed by DPER in respect of this matter.

I understand that a revised version will issue in the coming period.

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF06200Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF063003030. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of 
psychology services in the Headford and Lackagh primary care service, County Galway; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40058/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 3031 answered with Question No. 2932.

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF06600Death Certificates

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF067003032. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Health if the backlog on the issue of 
death certificates due to Covid-19 is being cleared; and when a death which occurred in April 
2021 (details supplied) might be issued. [40064/21]

27/07/2021WRFFFFFFF06800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to advise the Deputy that the is-
suing of death certificates is a matter for the Department of Social Protection. 

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG00200Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG003003033. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health the status of the filling of a 
vacant position for the school dentistry service based in Tuam, County Galway; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40067/21]
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27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG00500Hospital Staff

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG006003034. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health the plans that have been put in 
place to ensure that the proper staffing complement is in place when the new orthopaedic unit 
at Merlin Park University Hospital, Galway will be complete and ready for use; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40068/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG007003035. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health the required staffing levels in 
relation to surgeons, theatre nurses, cleaners, security staff, administrative staff and so on for the 
new orthopaedic unit at Merlin Park University Hospital, Galway to ensure that it is used to the 
maximum capacity; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40069/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG008003036. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health if the new orthopaedic unit at 
Merlin Park University Hospital, Galway will not be downgraded to a day hospital; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40070/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG009003037. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure that integrat-
ed services are made available at the new orthopaedic unit in Merlin Park University Hospital, 
Galway including x-ray and other diagnostic services within the newly built orthopaedic unit; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40071/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 3034 
to 3037, inclusive, together.

The Orthopaedic theatres currently under construction at Merlin Park University Hospital 
are replacing the two existing theatres and are due for completion by year end 2021 and are 
expected to be equipped and be operational by January 2022.  

The two theatres are staffed for 16 sessions which will increase to 20 sessions when the 
new theatres open, and Galway University Hospital has applied for additional staff. These are 
replacement theatres, and the existing diagnostic supports already in place at Merlin Park Uni-
versity Hospital will be utilised.  

The new Orthopaedic theatres are purpose-built and are not an inpatient/elective/day unit. 
These theatres will be fully operational when they open and will allow Galway University Hos-
pital to restore elective orthopaedic surgery at Merlin Park University Hospital. 

  Question No. 3035 answered with Question No. 3034.

  Question No. 3036 answered with Question No. 3034.

  Question No. 3037 answered with Question No. 3034.
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27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG01400Cannabis for Medicinal Use

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG015003038. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health when the HSE applied for 
and was granted licences for the importation of medicinal cannabis products; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40082/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has not applied for a licence 
for the importation of cannabis-based products. 

Under the Ministerial licensing system pursuant to Section 14 of the Misuse of Drugs Act 
the treating clinician is licensed to import a cannabis-based product. 

In the Medical Cannabis Access Programme a prospective supplier can apply to the Health 
Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA), on behalf of the Minister, to have a product considered 
for inclusion in the Schedule of ‘specified controlled drugs’  in the Misuse of Drugs (Prescrip-
tion and Control of Supply of Cannabis for Medical Use) Regulations 2019. As specified con-
trolled drugs will fall under schedule 2 to the Misuse of Drugs Regulations 2017, a controlled 
drugs licence, processed by the HPRA, on behalf of the Minister, is also required by the pro-
spective supplier for possession, supply or import of such cannabis products.

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG01700Health Services

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG018003039. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health when staff who have been 
deployed from respite care to cover day service hours in residential houses will return to pro-
viding five-day a week respite services at Clann Mór House, Commons Road, Navan, County 
Meath; if funding will be provided to ensure this happens; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40083/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG02000Health Services

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG021003040. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health if elderly persons in Coun-
ty Meath are entitled to free chiropodist visits each year; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40084/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
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provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG02300Disability Services

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG024003041. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health when rehab services for 
persons with intellectual disabilities will resume to their pre-pandemic levels in County Meath; 
if his attention has been drawn to the fact that persons with intellectual disabilities in County 
Meath have had their hours cut from 30 hours per week to six hours per week; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40085/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG02600Health Services

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG027003042. Deputy Darren O’Rourke asked the Minister for Health when diabetes clinics will 
return to pre-pandemic services; if his attention has been drawn to the fact that many persons 
with diabetes have not had in-person consultations with their consultant or diabetic nurse for 
a number of years as a result of the pandemic; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40086/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG02900Data Protection

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG030003043. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health the details of the consider-
ation given to the security of the Covid tracker app in terms of its suitability to process personal 
medical data outside its original intended purpose; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [40088/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I presume the Deputy is referring to the 
new function within the Covid Tracker App which facilitates the storing of EU Digital Covid 
Certificates (DCC). As part of the development of this additional and separate function for the 
app, my Department and the HSE consulted with the Data Protection Commission and the Co-
vid Tracker App Advisory Group, who were supportive of its inclusion. 
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For citizens who wish to store their DCC in digital form, the app provides a feature whereby 
citizens can choose to scan the QR code in the DCC and store its contents on their phone so they 
don’t need to carry a paper copy of the certificates when they travel overseas. 

This is primarily a convenience feature and users can choose whether they want to use it or 
not. With regard to privacy and security, the DCC data is held within the app and not shared and 
users can delete their certificate from the app at any time. An updated Data Protection Impact 
Assessment and Data Protection Information Notice are available publicly on the HSE website. 

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG03200Covid-19 Tests

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG033003044. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health if he has considered the use 
of an antibody test as a qualification for participation in indoor dining; if a certain threshold of 
antibody prevalence could be used; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40089/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health (Amendment) (No. 2) Act 
2021 provides the basis for the lawful operation of certain indoor premises, including for indoor 
dining, and provides for a robust and enforceable system of verification of the health status of 
certain persons, including vaccination or recovery status, for this purpose.

Please note that the guidance on the reopening of hospitality is a matter for the Department 
of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media.

  Question No. 3045 answered with Question No. 2902.

  Question No. 3046 answered with Question No. 2902.

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG03700Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG038003047. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the 
orthodontic assessment waiting list in County Galway; the writing time for orthodontic assess-
ment; the number of patients on the orthodontic treatment waiting list; the current waiting for 
treatments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40097/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG04000State Bodies

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG041003048. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health if correspondence dated 24 
June 2021 (details supplied) regarding the North Inner-City Drug and Alcohol Task Force and 
its requirement that its chairperson is not directly connected with any of the projects being 
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funded by the task force supersedes the governance code set out in the Task Force’s 2011 hand-
book; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40102/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): Drug and 
Alcohol Task Forces play a key role in the implementation of the national drugs strategy, Re-
ducing Harm Supporting Recovery 2017-2015. Action 50 in the strategy seeks to improve ac-
countability across the statutory, community and voluntary sectors and strengthen the task force 
model. This action will be delivered by ensuring that task forces have proper arrangements in 
place for the selection and renewal of the chairperson and members of the task forces and have 
proper procedures in place for addressing conflicts of interest. 

The task force handbook sets out the chairperson’s role to lead the task force and to facilitate 
its meetings.. The chairperson’s independence must clearly be established and evident in the 
manner in which the business of the task force is conducted. It is important therefore, that the 
chairperson appointed by the task force is not directly connected with any of the projects being 
funded by the task force. It is also important that there is complete transparency in the arrange-
ments put in place by task forces for the selection process and appointment of the chairperson. 

The North Inner City Drug and Alcohol Task Force has an annual allocation of €2.2 million 
in funds from the Department of Health. The Department has worked very cooperatively with 
the task force in recent years to enhance its contribution to the North East Inner City Initiative. 
At the start of 2021, the outgoing chairperson of the task force and the Department agreed ar-
rangements to be put in place for the selection and appointment of the chairperson. Regrettably, 
the agreed process for selecting and appointing an independent chairperson was not followed. 
The Department wrote to the task force to highlight its concerns and to invite the task force to 
engage with the Department on this matter. 

I strongly believe that it is the collective membership of the task force alone that should 
appoint a chairperson, and not the limited company associated with the task force. I ask for the 
cooperation of all stakeholders to put in place appropriate governance procedures for the North 
Inner City task force. 

  Question No. 3049 answered with Question No. 2605.

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG04400Appointments to State Boards

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG045003050. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health the involvement of a com-
pany (details supplied) in the appointment of a new chairperson to the North Inner-City Drug 
and Alcohol Task Force; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40104/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): Drug and 
Alcohol Task Forces play a key role in the implementation of the national drugs strategy, Re-
ducing Harm Supporting Recovery 2017-2015. Action 50 in the strategy seeks to improve ac-
countability across the statutory, community and voluntary sectors and strengthen the task force 
model. This action will be delivered by ensuring that task forces have proper arrangements in 
place for the selection and renewal of the chairperson and members of the task forces and have 
proper procedures in place for addressing conflicts of interest.

It is the responsibility of the North Inner City Drugs and Alcohol Task Force to put in place 
transparent arrangements for the selection and appointment of an independent chairperson, in 
line with action 50 in the national drugs strategy and the task force handbook. The selection 
process can include the assistance of organisations with expertise in the identification of pos-
sible candidates for this position. 
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I strongly believe that it is the collective membership of the task force alone that should 
appoint a chairperson, not the limited company associated with the task force. I ask for the co-
operation of all stakeholders to put in place appropriate governance procedures for the North 
Inner City task force.  

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG04700Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG048003051. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health if there is a funding mecha-
nism for health care assistants currently employed by the HSE for EMT courses run by an or-
ganisation (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40107/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

Question No. 3052 answered with Question No. 1801.

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG05400Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG055003053. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive an appointment for ophthalmic surgery in Galway University Hospital; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40109/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG056003062. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive an appointment for ophthalmic surgery in Galway University Hospital; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40118/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 3053 
and 3062 together.

As these Parliamentary Questions relate to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG05800Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG059003054. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive an appointment for a Covid-19 vaccine; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40110/21]

27/07/2021WRGGGGGGG06000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
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to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the 
HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 3055 answered with Question No. 1792.

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH00200Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH003003056. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal will receive an appointment for an eye operation; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40112/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH00500Health Services

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH006003057. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the reason the frequency of 
physiotherapy sessions have decreased for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40113/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 3058 answered with Question No. 2654.

  Question No. 3059 answered with Question No. 2655.

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH01000Home Care Packages

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH011003060. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a decision will be made 
for a home support application for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40116/21]
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27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point. 

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH01300Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH014003061. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a child (details sup-
plied) in County Donegal will receive an appointment for an operation; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40117/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH01500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 3062 answered with Question No. 3053.

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH01700Hospital Services

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH018003063. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 279 of 12 May 2021, if children with spina bifida born before 2008 under the care of St. 
Mary’s Children’s Hospital, Crumlin have equal access to multidisciplinary services in Temple 
Street Children’s University Hospital as children born in 2009 and after that are under the care 
of the hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40119/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH02000Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH021003064. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of vacancies for 
positions within the mental health services in County Donegal; the corresponding length of the 
vacancies in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40120/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
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mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH02300Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH024003065. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the budget allocation for men-
tal health services in County Donegal by organisation from 2011 to date, in tabular form; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40121/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH02600Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH027003066. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health the number of persons cur-
rently on the waiting list for mental health services in County Donegal by the stage of assess-
ment and or treatment; and the corresponding length of time that those people have been wait-
ing for assessment and or treatment in three month intervals in tabular form. [40122/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH02900Disability Services

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH030003067. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No 189 of 7 July 2021, the number of additional development posts for specialist children’s 
disability therapy services that were announced in Budget 2021 that are currently filled; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40126/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-



27 July 2021

1419

swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH03200Eating Disorders

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH033003068. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health if the HSE plans to use ser-
vices provided by a centre (details supplied) in the treatment of eating disorders; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40139/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH03500Hospital Charges

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH036003069. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the position in relation to the 
introduction of the cap on hospital car park charges; if he will provide a current breakdown of 
average costs of parking for each of the hospital groups for visitors and patients, by cost per 
hour, cost per day and cost per week in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40144/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Programme for Government makes 
a commitment to introduce a cap on the maximum daily charge for patients and visitors at all 
public hospitals, where possible and to introduce flexible passes in all public hospitals for pa-
tients and their families. My Department and the HSE are currently examining the issue. 

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH03800Primary Care Centres

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH039003070. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the status of the proposed 
Dundalk primary care centre; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40145/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
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Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH04100Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH042003071. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the position in relation to the 
progression of the 5- bed new St. Joseph’s Hospital, Ardee, County Louth; if he will provide 
other relevant details; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40146/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH04400Health Services

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH045003072. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the status of the CNU project 
on the Dublin Road, Drogheda; the most recent specification brief on the project; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40147/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH04700Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH048003073. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the number of dentists reg-
istered under the dental treatment services scheme by county on a monthly basis from January 
2020 to July 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40155/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
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provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH05000Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH051003074. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
in relation to the second dose recommendation for a vaccine for administering after 21 days 
rather than 28 days (details supplied); if this has been considered by NIAC and the Govern-
ment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40156/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The immunisation programme in Ire-
land is based on the advice of the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC). The 
Committee’s recommendations are based on the prevalence of the relevant disease in Ireland 
and international best practices in relation to immunisation. 

The NIAC makes recommendations on vaccination policy to my Department. The NIAC 
review all data relating to COVID-19 vaccines on a rolling basis. The Comirnaty (Pfizer/Bi-
oNTech) vaccine course consists of two doses administered 21-28 days apart as advised in the 
NIAC’s Immunisation Guidelines. 

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH05300Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH054003075. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the number of medical card 
recipients registered under the dental treatment services scheme by county on a monthly basis 
from January 2020 to July 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40157/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

  Question No. 3076 answered with Question No. 1891.

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH05700General Practitioner Services
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27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH058003077. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health his plans to reopen a SouthDoc 
service in Kinsale, County Cork; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40187/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH06000General Practitioner Services

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH061003078. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health his views on granting each Irish 
resident an annual general practitioner check-up as a preventative and public measure.; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40188/21]

27/07/2021WRHHHHHHH06200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): General health checks involve a contact 
between a health professional and a person that is not motivated by their symptoms, and where 
several tests are performed to assess their general health. The goal is to prevent future illness 
through earlier detection of disease or risk factors, or to provide reassurance. However, few of 
the tests commonly included in these general or annual health checks have been evaluated in 
high quality randomised trials. 

A Cochrane Review of General health checks in adults for reducing morbidity and mortality 
from disease was published in 2019. The Review finds that health checks have little or no effect 
on the risk of death from any cause or on the risk of death from cancer and little or no effect on 
the risk of death from cardiovascular cause. Likewise, health checks have little or no effect on 
heart disease and little or no effect on stroke. A systematic review of health checks in general 
practice conducted in 2014 and a previous Cochrane Review of systematic versus opportunistic 
screening for cardiovascular risk conducted in 2016 reported similar results. 

In summary results do not support the use of general health checks aimed at a general 
population. Public healthcare initiatives to systematically offer general health checks are not 
supported by the best available evidence.

The Government approach has been to fund programmes providing health checks to spe-
cific groups. The GP Chronic Disease Management (CDM) programme which is being phased 
in, having commenced last year, will involve the ongoing monitoring of patients’ conditions. 
Under the programme, patients with one or more of the specified chronic conditions, receive 
two scheduled reviews with their GP and Practice Nurse in a 12-month period. These reviews 
include patient education, preventative care, medication review, physical examination, inves-
tigations, and an individual care plan. The CDM programme also includes case finding and an 
annual preventive visit for patients identified with high risk of cardiovascular disease or diabe-
tes. Over 430,000 people will benefit under this programme when it is fully rolled out in 2023.

GPs who have signed up to the under sixes GP contract also provide age-based preventive 
checks focused on health and wellbeing and the prevention of disease to children under the age 
of six. There is also an agreed cycle of care for children diagnosed with asthma, under which 
GPs carry out an annual review of each child where the doctor has diagnosed asthma.
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27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ00200Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ003003079. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the number of public health doc-
tors employed in each HSE region annually since 2015. [40189/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ00500Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ006003080. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the measures being taken to en-
sure the timely and regular community availability of the drug tocilizumab to pharmacies other 
than hospitals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40194/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Products Regulatory Au-
thority (HPRA), the competent authority for medicines in Ireland, have been notified by the 
marketing authorisation holder that there is a shortage of tocilizumab-containing medicines 
caused by increasing demand for the active ingredient. The shortage is not specific to the Irish 
market and is global in nature, affecting multiple countries.

The company which supplies tocilizumab products in Ireland has confirmed that it has im-
plemented measures that aim to increase supply to prevent future shortages and mitigate the 
impact of the current shortages. The company has also stated that it expects supply to patients in 
Ireland to resume in September. The HPRA has published information concerning the shortage 
on its website, including a communication from the company which has been sent to healthcare 
professionals.

If a patient has any concerns regarding their treatment with this or any other medication, 
they should discuss this directly with their doctor or pharmacist.

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ00800Prescriptions Charges

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ009003081. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the way a family (details sup-
plied) can claim for the backdated cost of prescriptions for eligible patients treated under Min-
isterial licence. [40195/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE have advised that where a 
patient who has a valid medical prescription for medical cannabis and whose treating clinician 
holds a valid Ministerial licence and who has sourced a cannabis-based product may submit an 
application to the HSE Corporate Pharmaceutical Unit in the PCRS for reimbursement. 

The HSE has advised that in the previous situations where it considered reimbursement sup-
port appropriate, the following steps were completed: 

- The patient’s consultant is satisfied that all therapeutic options have been exhausted and 
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is prepared to accept the responsibility for monitoring the patient’s response to the cannabis 
product. 

- A prescriber has successfully applied to the Minister for a Ministerial license. 

- The consultant completes an Individual Reimbursement Form, setting out the therapeutic 
benefit for the patient. It is important that this is completed in sufficient detail for therapeutic 
benefit to be demonstrated. 

- The Individual Reimbursement Form is considered by the Medicines Management Pro-
gramme (MMP). 

- On review of the documentation, the MMP makes a recommendation for or against reim-
bursement support for the patient to the HSE, under the patient’s eligibility, and informs the 
Primary Care Reimbursement Service (PCRS) of that recommendation. 

- If approval is given, the PCRS, when authorised to proceed, will make the necessary ar-
rangements to cover the costs involved for the patient.

- The contact details for the CPU as follows:

Corporate Pharmaceutical Unit,

HSE, Primary Care Reimbursement Service,

Exit 5, M50,

Finglas,

Dublin 11.

D11XKF3

 

Phone No: 01 8915725

Fax No: 01 8915757

Email Address:  CPU@hse.ie

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ01100Health Service Executive

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ012003082. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to the delays with the HSE pest control service including unanswered calls and emails; 
the steps being taken to remedy the matter; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40200/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.
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27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ01400Disability Services

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ015003083. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health if he will reconsider the daily 
transport charge being charged to service users attending HSE day services in counties Sligo 
and Leitrim; the reason service users cannot use their free travel passes on this service; if this 
charge is levied throughout all other CHO areas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40219/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Depart-
ment of Health and the HSE provide specialist disability services, including Day Services and 
Rehabilitative Training, to people with disabilities who require such services. Transport is not 
considered a core Health service and as such Day Service funding does not include transport.

Community Healthcare Organisation (CHO 1) works with Local Link to provide a co-or-
dinated and efficient transport service, for all service users going to day services operated or 
funded by the HSE. The HSE pays 90% of the costs of this day service transport, with the 
remainder funded through passenger fares. The HSE has no remit to provide transport but 
recognises that service users living in rural areas would not be able to access services without 
transport supports.

As this specific transport service is deemed a closed service (i.e. not open to the general 
public but for HSE service users only), travel passes are not accepted. Service users who are us-
ing a public “open” Local Link bus route to get to their day service, can use their free bus pass.

The charge collected on these ‘closed’ routes contributes to overall improvements in service 
delivery including increased number of routes, shorter journey times and improvement in qual-
ity of vehicles used.

The HSE service provided is:

- Safe and of the highest quality providing door to door transport for people attending HSE 
funded services, including assigned designated Garda vetted drivers per service so that relation-
ships and trust are developed between passenger and driver

- fully accessible

- best value for money

- co-ordinated and managed in a professional manner by people who have expertise in trans-
port provision

- reviewed continuously to ensure shorter passenger journey times.

This partnership with transport providers commenced in Sligo and Leitrim in 2012, and has 
since been extended to all counties in the CHO1 area. 

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ01700Covid-19 Tests

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ018003084. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health the way in which Sars-Cov-2 
tests have returned positive results given it has been stated that it is virtually impossible to de-
tect Sars-Cov-2 when the cycle threshold is >34 in view of the fact that the stated cycle thresh-
old used since March 2020 is 40 or between 40 and 45 cycles as confirmed by the HSE; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40221/21]
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27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.  

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ02000Disability Services

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ021003085. Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Minister for Health the reason that an early interven-
tion team in an area (details supplied) has not yet been allowed to see children for in-person 
appointments; the measures that will be taken to support children and families in the interim 
period before services are restored; and if he will address staff shortages at the facility arising 
from the prolonged break in services. [40222/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ02300Disability Services

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ024003086. Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Minister for Health the timeline for the relocation 
of the Churchtown early intervention service to Sandymount, Dublin 4; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40223/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ02600Disability Services

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ027003087. Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Minister for Health when a child (details supplied) 
will be enabled to access face-to-face speech and language therapy; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40224/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
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of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ02900Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ030003088. Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Minister for Health when day services staff will be re-
instated at a facility (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40225/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ03200Health Services

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ033003089. Deputy Ivana Bacik asked the Minister for Health the steps his Department is taking 
to ensure that funds committed to a person (details supplied) in a facility are fully accounted for 
and are being spent on their care. [40226/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ03500Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ036003090. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if HSE healthcare workers 
who are travelling under the EU Digital COVID Certificate are not required to quarantine for 
five days; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40228/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I am advised by the HSE that the ar-
rangements for public health sector employees returning from abroad are covered in their Oc-
cupational Guidance for employees which can be viewed online at this location: www.hse.ie/
eng/staff/workplace-health-and-wellbeing-unit/covid-19-guidance/quick-guide-for-healthcare-
worker-management1.pdf

  Question No. 3091 answered with Question No. 1427.
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27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ03900Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ040003092. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health if a matter (details supplied) 
regarding the discrepancy in the language in relation to vaccine certification that exists between 
the EU website and the Irish website will be addressed given its propensity to cause difficulties 
for travellers; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40246/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Digital COVID Certificate Regula-
tion is intended to facilitate people’s fundamental right to move and reside freely and help to 
support the lifting of restrictions currently in place in a coordinated manner within the EU.

As the Minister for Health, I am supporting the work of my Department in collaborating 
with relevant Departments under the leadership of the Department of Taoiseach to assist in the 
on-going implementation of the EU Digital COVID Certificates.

Arrangements for provision of vaccination certificates to persons not vaccinated in Ireland 
will be considered by the interdepartmental working group working on the implementation of 
the EU Digital COVID Certificates once the initial roll-out is in place.

  Question No. 3093 answered with Question No. 2265.

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ04300Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ044003094. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health if a person (details supplied) in 
County Kildare who was vaccinated in County Derry and has a honeymoon pending can avail 
of the EU Digital COVID Certificate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40249/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Digital COVID Certificate Regula-
tion is intended to facilitate people’s fundamental right to move and reside freely and help to 
support the lifting of restrictions currently in place in a coordinated manner within the EU.

As the Minister for Health, I am supporting the work of my Department in collaborating 
with relevant Departments under the leadership of the Department of Taoiseach to assist in the 
on-going implementation of the EU Digital COVID Certificates.

Arrangements for provision of vaccination certificates to persons not vaccinated in Ireland, 
including Irish citizens vaccinated in Northern Ireland, will be considered once the initial roll-
out is in place.

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ04600Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ047003095. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health when the EU Digital COVID Cer-
tificate will issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40252/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ048003147. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health if it will be arranged for an 
EU Digital COVID Certificate to be issued to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40466/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ049003160. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health if he will furnish those 
who are eligible and are now in quarantine in Malta with their EU Digital COVID Certificate as 
a matter of urgency; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40528/21]
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27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ050003214. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when the EU Digital 
COVID Certificate will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40836/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 3095, 
3147, 3160 and 3214 together.

The Digital COVID Certificate Regulation is intended to facilitate people’s fundamental 
right to move and reside freely and help to support the lifting of restrictions currently in place in 
a coordinated manner within the EU.As the Minister for Health, I am supporting the work of my 
Department in collaborating with relevant Departments under the leadership of the Department 
of Taoiseach to assist in the on-going implementation of the EU Digital COVID Certificates. 

Certificates based on vaccination and recovery are now being issued. Citizens who have not 
received their Digital COVID Certificate and require it urgently can call the helpline on 1800 
807 008.

Further information is available at : www.gov.ie/en/publication/3a698-eu-digital-covid-
certificate/  

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ05200Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ053003096. Deputy Patrick Costello asked the Minister for Health if Ireland will recognise the 
Digital COVID Certificate issued by Switzerland which was approved by the European Com-
mission on 8 July 2021 for the purposes of non-essential travel to Ireland; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [40254/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Digital COVID Certificate Regula-
tion is intended to facilitate people’s fundamental right to move and reside freely and help to 
support the lifting of restrictions currently in place in a coordinated manner within the EU.

As the Minister for Health, I am supporting the work of my Department in collaborating 
with relevant Departments under the leadership of the Department of Taoiseach to assist in the 
on-going implementation of the EU Digital COVID Certificates.

I understand that Switzerland has been awarded and implementing decision under Article 
3(10) of the EU Digital COVID Certificate Regulation establishing the equivalence of COV-
ID-19 certificates issued by Switzerland to the certificates issued in accordance with EU Digital 
COVID Certificate Regulation. 

As a result  COVID-19 vaccination, test and recovery certificates issued by Switzerland 
shall be treated as equivalent to those issued in accordance with the EU Digital COVID Certifi-
cate Regulation.

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ05500Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ056003097. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health if an Irish citizen who travelled to 
the US before the digital certificate was issued for an emergency is required to have a negative 
PCR test 72 hours before arrival back in Ireland. [40285/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ05700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): S.I. 135 of 2021 provides for the testing 
and quarantine travel measures for arrivals to Ireland from overseas based on their country of 
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departure and whether they hold accepted evidence of vaccination, recovery or a negative RT-
PCR test result.

A traveller arriving to Ireland from the US who does not hold accepted evidence of vaccina-
tion or recovery, as laid out in S.I. 135 / 2021, is asked to show evidence of a negative / non-
detected RT-PCR test taken within 72 hours of arrival and undergo 14-days self-quarantine at 
the address listed on their COVID-19 Passenger Locator Form. This legal requirement to home 
quarantine can be shortened if a negative/not-detected result is obtained from a RT-PCR test 
taken no less than 5 days after arrival.

International travel policy is kept under continuous consideration informed by the interna-
tional epidemiological situation and public health advice.

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ05800Disability Services

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ059003098. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health if he in conjunction with the 
other relevant Departments will consider a scheme whereby those in receipt of the disability 
allowance can access electric bicycles similar to the bike to work scheme in cases in which they 
have been medically advised to engage in light exercise. [40286/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ06000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I wish to advise 
the Deputy that Disability Allowance is a matter for the Department of Social Protection.

  Question No. 3099 answered with Question No. 2026.

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ06200Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ063003100. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health the number of Covid-19 vaccina-
tion cards that are unaccounted for across the vaccination centre system. [40298/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ06500Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ066003101. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health if all the potential nega-
tive health impacts of the cleaning and disinfecting products and procedures he advises that 
schools use will be disclosed to parents (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40300/21]

27/07/2021WRJJJJJJJ06700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to advise the Deputy that sanita-
tion in schools is a matter for the Department of Education.

  Question No. 3102 answered with Question No. 2826.
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27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK00300Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK004003103. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the amount that was paid 
out nationwide on the temporary assistance payment scheme since its introduction for nursing 
homes; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40309/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Temporary 
Assistance Payment Scheme (TAPS) was established in April 2020 as a temporary administra-
tive measure in response to the challenges faced by the nursing home sector at the start of the 
pandemic. As the pandemic continued, additional support measures for private and voluntary 
nursing homes have been delivered through the Health Service Executive (HSE).

Due to the ongoing high level of risk associated with COVID-19 during this period, the 
Department of Health extended the scheme twice, far beyond the originally planned timescale 
of three months. The further extension of the scheme was outlined in the Government’s Plan 
‘Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021: Plan for Living with COVID-19’, published in Septem-
ber 2020. This provided assurance of the Scheme’s availability and a planned timeframe of 
operation to the end of June 2021.

As of 21 July 2021, €112.2m has been paid out under the scheme.

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK00600Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK007003104. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of nursing homes 
nationwide that required support from the temporary assistance payment scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40310/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK00800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK00900Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK010003105. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a list of all 
nursing homes that claimed the temporary assistance payment scheme in County Meath; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40311/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.
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27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK01200Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK013003106. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health if he will provide a list of all 
nursing homes that claimed the temporary assistance payment scheme in County Westmeath; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40312/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK01500Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK016003107. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of nursing homes 
that claimed the temporary assistance payment scheme by county in tabular form. [40313/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK01700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 3108 answered with Question No. 2826.

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK01900Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK020003109. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of Covid-19 cases 
that were recorded in nursing homes in County Meath since the start of the pandemic to date; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40315/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK021003110. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of Covid-19 deaths 
that were recorded in nursing homes in County Meath since the start of the pandemic to date; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40316/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK022003111. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of Covid-19 cases 
that were recorded in nursing homes in County Westmeath since the start of the pandemic to 
date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40317/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK023003112. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of Covid-19 deaths 
that were recorded in nursing homes in County Meath since the start of the pandemic to date; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40318/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK024003113. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of Covid-19 cases 
and deaths that were recorded in nursing homes in each county since the start of the pandemic 
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in tabular form. [40319/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK025003114. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of nursing home 
staff that were recorded as Covid-19 cases in County Meath since the start of the pandemic; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40320/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK026003115. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of nursing home 
staff that were recorded as Covid-19 cases in County Westmeath since the start of the pandemic; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40321/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 3109 to 3115, inclusive, together.

As these Parliamentary Questions relate to operational issues, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 3110 answered with Question No. 3109.

  Question No. 3111 answered with Question No. 3109.

  Question No. 3112 answered with Question No. 3109.

  Question No. 3113 answered with Question No. 3109.

  Question No. 3114 answered with Question No. 3109.

  Question No. 3115 answered with Question No. 3109.

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK03400Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK035003116. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the average number of staff 
that were employed in nursing homes in each county nationwide in each of the years 2019 to 
2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. [40322/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK03700Primary Care Centres

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK038003117. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Health the number of primary care 
centres in Dublin; the number proposed; and the delivery date of each. [40326/21]
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27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The development of new Primary Care 
Centres (PCCs) is a key component of the efforts to enhance community care, and to deliver 
care in a location at, or as near as possible to an individual’s home, where it is safe and clinically 
appropriate to do so. 

The most recent update available to the Department from the HSE indicates that there are 
currently 144 operational PCCs nationwide, with a further 30 scheduled to open before the end 
of 2023. 

Those PCCs currently operational in Dublin are listed below.

Primary Care Centre Location Date Operational 

Ashtown/Navan Road & Cabra West   2015 

Balally/Milltown 2009 

Balbriggan 2017 

Ballyfermot/Cherry Orchard   2012 

Ballymun 2006 

Ballyogan/Leopardstown 2010 

Blanchardstown – Blakestown/Mountview   2013 

Bride St/Liberties (Meath Hospital)   2014 

Cashel Road/Walkinstown (Crumlin)   2018 

Churchtown 2012 

Clondalkin Village/Moorefield/Monastery (Steeple House)   2020 

Coolock (Coolock South combined with Coolock North Darndale)   2018 

Corduff 2016 

Dublin South City - Irishtown   2008 

Dublin South City – Marks Lane/Pearse St   2009 

Edenmore (East of Coolock   2020 

Grangegorman 2018 

Inchicore 2011 

James St (Pimlico/Liberties)   2012 

Kilnamanagh/Tymon (Junction House)   2018 

NE Inner City (Summerhill)   2019 

Oldtown 2008 

Portmarnock 2017 

Rialto/The Coombe   2020 

Rush 2008 

Shankill 2019 

Springfield Tallaght   2016 

Two PCCs in  Knocklyon/Rathfarnham (Ballyboden) and Clondalkin Village/Moorefield/
Monastery (Boot Road) are scheduled to open by the end of 2023.  In addition, a further 20 
PCCs in Dublin are at various stages of the development process, but estimated operational start 
dates are not yet available. 

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, any additional information is 
a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently 
unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-
attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service 
is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. 
Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide 
responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK04000Hospital Overcrowding
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27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK041003118. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Health the action he will take 
regarding the continuous overcrowding at University Hospital Limerick; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40334/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK04300Home Care Packages

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK044003119. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of home care sup-
port hours being provided in counties Cavan and Monaghan in 2021; the way this compares 
to 2020; the number of persons currently waiting for home care in each county; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40337/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK04500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK04600Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK047003120. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health when the latest review of the 
dental treatment services scheme took place; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40341/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Dental Treatment Services Scheme 
(DTSS) provides dental care, free of charge to medical card holders aged 16 and over. These 
services are provided by independent dental practitioners who have a contract with the HSE. 
The contract is in place since 1994.

The national approach to future oral health service provision will be informed by Smile agus 
Sláinte, the National Oral Health Policy, which was published in 2019. The aim of the policy is 
to develop a model of care that will enable preventative approaches to be prioritised, improve 
access, and support interventions appropriate to current and future oral health needs.

I am committed to ensuring the sustainability and viability of the DTSS, which will need to 
be revised to align it with modern evidence and the aims of the new Policy. There was an inten-
tion to commence a review of the DTSS contract last year. Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, 
this was not possible. Officials in my Department and from the HSE are currently engaging with 
the Irish Dental Association on matters relating to the provision of services under the Dental 
Treatment Services Scheme.
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27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK04900Hospital Waiting Lists

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK050003121. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the supports he is providing 
to reduce waiting times for inpatient and day case procedures and outpatient appointments in 
Cavan General Hospital; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40342/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last sixteen months as a di-
rect result of the COVID-19 pandemic and more recently as a result of the ransomware attack.

While significant progress was made in reducing waiting times from June 2020 onwards, 
the surge in Covid-19 cases in the first quarter of 2021, and the resultant curtailment of acute 
hospital services, is reflected in the most recently available waiting list figures to 13 May 2021.

On 23 March 2021 the HSE published the “Safe Return to Health Services Plan”, outlining 
a three phased approach for the proposed restoration of services across Community Services, 
Acute Hospital Operations, Cancer Services and Screening Services. It sets target times for 
their safe return and details the conditions and challenges that will have to be met. However, the 
implementation of this plan has been suspended pending the resolution of the recent ransom-
ware attack, which had a significant impact on acute hospitals.  

The HSE has been working since 14 May last to recover the effects of the cyber-attack on its 
systems. The HSE advise that at present most systems are operational and services are return-
ing to normal activity. There is a challenge in back entering data and there are still a number 
of areas of ongoing concern. The HSE was already seeking to recover from the Covid-19 peak 
in the first quarter of this year and the ransomware attack has delayed this and had the effect of 
increasing access delays for services. My Department does not have full access to information 
on the impact of this ransomware attack on elective waiting lists but will provide an update as 
soon as one is available.

An additional €240 million has been provided in Budget 2021 for an access to care fund, 
€210m of which has been allocated to the HSE and a further €30m to the NTPF. This is to be 
used to fund additional capacity to address the shortfall arising as a result of infection control 
measures taken in the context of COVID-19, as well as addressing backlogs in waiting lists.

My Department, the HSE and the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) are currently 
working on a Multiannual Waiting List Plan to address waiting lists and bring them in line with 
Sláintecare targets over the coming years.

The NTPF have advised that they have approved an insourcing initiative for 491 Orthopae-
dic outpatient appointments at Cavan General Hospital in 2021, and has approved the treatment 
of 477 Inpatient /Day case patients through outsourcing.

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK05200Health Services

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK053003122. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if additional orthopaedic capac-
ity will be provided at an early date in view of increasing waiting lists for adult and paediatric 
orthopaedic surgery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40344/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last sixteen months as a di-
rect result of the COVID-19 pandemic and more recently as a result of the ransomware attack.
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While significant progress was made in reducing waiting times from June 2020 onwards, 
the surge in Covid-19 cases in the first quarter of 2021, and the resultant curtailment of acute 
hospital services, is reflected in the most recently available waiting list figures to 13th May 
2021.

On 23 March 2021 the HSE published the “Safe Return to Health Services Plan”, outlining 
a three phased approach for the proposed restoration of services across Community Services, 
Acute Hospital Operations, Cancer Services and Screening Services. It sets target times for 
their safe return and details the conditions and challenges that will have to be met. However, 
the implementation of this plan was suspended pending the resolution of the recent ransomware 
attack, which had a significant impact on acute hospitals.  

The HSE has been working since 14th May last to recover the effects of the cyber attack 
on its systems. The HSE advise that at present most systems are operational and services are 
returning to normal activity. There is a challenge in back entering data and there are still a num-
ber of areas of ongoing concern. The HSE was already seeking to recover from the Covid peak 
in the first quarter of this year and the ransomware attack has delayed this and had the effect of 
increasing access delays for services. My Department  does not have full access to information 
on the impact of this ransomware attack on elective waiting lists but will provide an update as 
soon as one is available.

At the 13th of May 2021, nationwide there were 11,073 patients waiting for an adult or 
child orthopaedic IPDC procedure, a reduction of 19% (-2,569) compared to the same period 
last year. As of the 13th May 2021 there were 75,799 waiting for a first outpatient appointment 
across all hospital groups, an increase of 6% (+4,379) compared to the same period last year.

Specifically in terms of hip and knee replacements, the NTPF have advised the Department 
that at the end of May 2020 there were 3,042 patients waiting for such a procedure. Through 
focused activity, and with the support of the NTPF, at the 13th May 2021 this figure had fallen 
by 26 % to 2,256 patients.

The NTPF have advised that they have approved proposals for Insourcing Orthopaedic, 
Inpatient-Daycase and Outpatient initiatives to reduce Orthopaedic waiting lists in 2021, which 
will see 15,385 patients receive appointments and procedures. 

An additional €240 million has been provided in Budget 2021 for an access to care fund, 
€210m of which has been allocated to the HSE and a further €30m to the NTPF. This is to be 
used to fund additional capacity to address the shortfall arising as a result of infection control 
measures taken in the context of COVID-19, as well as addressing backlogs in waiting lists.

My Department, the HSE and the NTPF are currently working on a Multiannual Waiting 
List Plan to address waiting lists and bring them in line with Sláintecare targets over the com-
ing years.

Due to the ongoing IT issues triggered by the HSE cyber-attack, the National Treatment 
Purchase Fund (NTPF) has been unable to receive weekly national hospital waiting list data 
or downloads. The latest published waiting list information was collated by the NTPF on 13th 
May 2021. The number of persons waiting for adult and paediatric orthopaedic surgery is out-
lined in the attached document. This information is based on the latest available data provided 
by the NTPF.

Inpatient - Daycase (IPDC) Orthopaedics, numbers waiting by time-band (months) as 
at 13/05/2021
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Time-bands  0-6 Mths  6-12 Mths  12-18 Mths 18 + Mths Total

Adult Orthopaedics 4,964 1,830 1,196 1,578 9,568

Child Orthopaedics 223 59 43 15 340

Paediatric Ortho-
paedics

442 234 203 286 1,165

Grand Total 5,629 2,123 1,442 1,879 11,073

Outpatient (OPD) Orthopaedics, numbers waiting by time-band (months) as at 
13/05/2021

Time-bands  0-6 Mths  6-12 Mths  12-18 Mths 18 + Mths Total

Adult Orthopaedics 23,597 16,489 11,245 17,932 69,263

Child Orthopaedics 1,412 706 389 491 2,998

Paediatric Ortho-
paedics

1,251 929 380 978 3,538

Grand Total 26,260 18,124 12,014 19,401 75,799

The May 2021 Waiting List reports are based on data archived on the 13th May 2021. Due 
to a ransomware attack on the Irish Health Service, it was not possible to gather or archive up-
dated Waiting List information on the scheduled dates of 20th and 27th May 2021.

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK05500Hospital Waiting Lists

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK056003123. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the average number of patients 
who have been on the waiting list for a cancer related hospital appointments in County Meath 
per month in 2019, 2020 and to date 2021, in tabular form. [40345/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK057003124. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the average number of patients 
who have been on the waiting list for cancer related hospital appointments in County West-
meath per month in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. [40346/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK058003125. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of patients who 
have been recorded as having a late diagnosis of their cancer in County Meath resulting in a 
stage 4 or 5 diagnosis in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40347/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK059003126. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of patients who 
have been recorded as having a late diagnosis of their cancer in County Westmeath resulting in 
a stage 4 or 5 diagnosis in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40348/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK060003127. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of patients who 
had late stage 4 or 5 diagnosis of their cancer in all counties nationwide in 2019, 2020 and to 
date in 2021, in tabular form. [40349/21]

27/07/2021WRKKKKKKK06100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 3123 
to 3127, inclusive, together.

The National Action Plan on Covid-19 identified the continued provision of cancer care as a 
priority. Cancer services continue to operate in line with guidance issued by the HSE’s National 
Cancer Control Programme (NCCP).

While the NCCP do not collect data on waiting lists by county, they continue to closely 
monitor trends in numbers coming forward to diagnostic services, and the level of attendances 
for appointments for treatment. The total number of patients seen across all Rapid Access Clin-
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ics (RACs) in 2020 (44,233) amounted to 88% of the 2019 figure (50,249). However, GP e-
referrals to RACs for weeks 2-17 (up to 25 April) this year were 153% of the activity in the 
corresponding weeks in 2020, and 126% for the corresponding weeks in 2019.

Target times, within which patients triaged as urgent should be seen, are in place for the 
Breast, Lung and Prostate clinics. The performance of each hospital in meeting these targets is 
monitored by the NCCP and reviewed at monthly meetings with the Department of Health. The 
performance of each clinic against their KPI for 2019, 2020 and indicative data for 2021 is as 
follows:

Clinic KPI 2019 2020 2021 (Jan-May)

Urgent Symptomatic 
Breast

95% within 10 days 69.9% 70.3% 65.3%

Rapid Access Lung 95% within 10 days 86.7% 86.8% 92.2%

Rapid Access Prostate 90% within 20 days 67.0% 52.0% 58.9%

Medical, radiation and surgical oncology services continued throughout the pandemic, util-
ising the safeguards of social distancing and infection prevention & control measures built up 
over the past year. The number of patients receiving chemotherapy up to end-2020 (105,541) 
was at approximately 90% of 2019 activity (117,328), while radiation oncology to end-2020 
(98,997) was operating at 93% of 2019 activity (106,900).

Urgent surgery was prioritised and there was an emphasis on maintaining safe patient path-
ways in this regard. Surgery numbers up to end-2020 (12,706) were at 82% of the 2019 levels 
(15,450). This figure does not include surgeries involving public patients that were undertaken 
in private hospitals, so the overall figure is higher.

The National Cancer Registry Ireland (NCRI) estimates that approximately 24,793 people 
were diagnosed with cancer (excluding Non-Melanoma Skin Cancer) annually in Ireland be-
tween 2018-2020. However, the NCRI advises that stage data for 2019-2021 is not yet available 
and that data is only collected for cancers diagnosed at stages I - IV. 

Funding of €12m was allocated this year for the restoration of cancer services to 95% of 
2019 (pre-Covid) levels. This funding is supporting hospitals in addressing backlogs, extending 
clinic times, providing additional clinics, increasing diagnostic capacity and providing locum/
temporary support. It is also supporting virtual clinics and more accurate triage, and is facili-
tating infrastructure and minor equipment purchases to increase capacity across Rapid Access 
Clinics and surgical oncology, medical oncology and radiation oncology services.

In addition, as part of Budget 2021, an extra €20m has been allocated for the continued 
implementation of the National Cancer Strategy this year. This funding is being used to facili-
tate developments across prevention, diagnosis, treatment and patient supports.

  Question No. 3124 answered with Question No. 3123.

  Question No. 3125 answered with Question No. 3123.

  Question No. 3126 answered with Question No. 3123.

  Question No. 3127 answered with Question No. 3123.

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL00500Health Services

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL006003128. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of women who 
availed of cervical checks in County Meath in 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. 
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[40350/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL00800Primary Care Centres

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL009003129. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the services that will be available 
in the new primary healthcare centre (details supplied) in County Wicklow; when each of the 
services will be operational; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40363/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL01100Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL012003130. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Health if his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that orthodontic treatment for children in County Carlow in the pub-
lic system is only being carried out on an emergency basis in view of the fact private patients are 
able to access orthodontic treatment easily; if he will request the HSE for the reason a child in 
County Carlow was referred five years ago for orthodontic treatment via the HSE school dentist 
and is still awaiting an appointment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40369/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL01400Health Services

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL015003131. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Health if he will ad-
dress delays to developmental checks for young children in counties Carlow and Kilkenny; 
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when these developmental checks by public health nurses will resume; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40370/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL01700Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL018003132. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Health when County 
Carlow will have an ambulance base which is fit for purpose; his views on whether it is accept-
able for a town the size of Carlow to not have its own ambulance base and no communication 
from the HSE in this regard; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40371/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.  

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL02000Primary Care Centres

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL021003133. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Health when primary 
care services and a new primary care facility will be established in Tullow, County Carlow; the 
location of same; the timescale for this service to be established; the planned location of the 
facility; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40372/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL02300Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL024003134. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Health the stage in the 
Covid-19 vaccine roll-out it is envisaged persons living in disability accommodation unable to 
give informed consent will be offered vaccinations; if their next of kin can apply for consent; 
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and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40373/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 3135 answered with Question No. 2767.

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL02700Healthcare Policy

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL028003136. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health his views on hard drug usage 
amongst the population; his views on whether traditional prohibition policies are having a nega-
tive impact; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40443/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL029003137. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if his Department has con-
sidered the success or otherwise of drug decriminalisation and legalisation measures in other 
jurisdictions; if he has identified a preferred model internationally that he views would be suit-
able for implementation in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40444/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 3136 and 3137 together.

The Health Research Board (HRB) recently published the National Drug and Alcohol Sur-
vey 2019/20. The survey provides information on alcohol, tobacco, and drug use amongst the 
general population in Ireland. It also looks at attitudes and perceptions of drug, alcohol and 
tobacco use and the impact on communities. The findings of the survey highlight that cocaine 
use has increased across all age groups. Men aged 25 to 34 are most likely to report cocaine use 
in the last year. The findings of the 2019/20 survey represent a significant increase in use when 
compared to the same cohort in the 2014/15 survey. 

Further, the survey highlights that ecstasy is the second most commonly used drug in the last 
12 months after cannabis and has increased in prevalence from 1.8 to 2.2%. The recent use of 
ecstasy among 15 to 64 year olds has risen from 2.1% to 2.7% when compared to the findings of 
the 2014/15 survey. Polydrug use has also increased when compared to the 2014/15 survey; in 
2019/20, one-quarter of those who reported illegal drug use reported use of at least three illegal 
drugs, compared with 15.4% in 2014/15.

The HRB has also recently published data relating to the National Drug Treatment Report-
ing System for problem drug use (excluding alcohol). These data show that there were 10,000 
treatment cases in 2020, while also showing that 25% of cases in treatment have children, 
including 10% with children living in the home. The NDTRS also shows that the number of co-
caine cases continues to increase with cocaine being the primary issue for 1-in-4 cases treated in 
2020. The impact of drug use on children and families is of great concern and represents further 
justification of the health led response. Protecting children from the harms of drug is a priority 
in the new strategic action plan 2021-2025 under the National Drugs Strategy. 

The National Drug and Alcohol Survey and the National Drug Treatment Report System 
provide important and timely information which will inform policy responses to drug use.
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The National Drugs Strategy, Reducing Harm, Supporting Recovery, promotes a compas-
sionate and humane approach to people who use drugs, with drug use treated first and foremost 
as a public health issue. The Programme for Government endorses this health-led approach. By 
treating the use of substances as a public health issue, rather than solely as a criminal issue, we 
can better help individuals, their families and the communities in which we live. 

The health diversion programme offers compassion and not punishment to people who use 
drugs, connecting them with health services and a pathway to recovery, while avoiding a crim-
inal conviction, which can have far-reaching consequences for people, particularly younger 
people. This approach aligns with the strategic priority in the EU Drugs Strategy to provide 
alternatives to coercive sanctions for people who use drugs. 

The commencement of the health diversion programme is currently being finalised, and 
it is intended that it will be commenced in a number of urban and rural locations in 2021. As 
outlined in the Programme for Government, the Health Diversion Programme will be reviewed 
following the first full year of implementation, to ensure it is meeting all of its aims and to make 
any necessary changes. 

It is clear that drugs are having a huge impact on people’s lives, both physical and mental. I 
look forward to the commencement of the health diversion programme which radically changes 
how we deal with drug use in Irish society. 

  Question No. 3137 answered with Question No. 3136.

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL03200Departmental Reviews

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL033003138. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the reason the HSE has re-
fused to publish the external service review into missed radiology scans at University Hospital 
Kerry; if the HSE will publish the review; if he has read to review or is aware of its findings; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40445/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL034003139. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the number of deaths result-
ing from missed cancer diagnosis following radiology scans at University Hospital Kerry in 
respect of 11 patients in 2016 and 2017; if he is satisfied that such an unacceptable failure in 
service will not happen again; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40446/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): I propose to take 
Questions Nos. 3138 and 3139 together.

I can confirm that the University Hospital Kerry Radiology Look-Back Review Report 
(2018) is published on the HSE website and available at the following link: www.hse.ie/eng/
services/publications/hospitals/university-hospital-kerry-look-back-review-report.pdf. 

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 3139 answered with Question No. 3138.
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27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL03700Health Services

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL038003140. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he will personally inter-
vene to address the unacceptable waiting times for children using Child and Adolescent Mental 
Health Services, CAMHS, in the Cork and Kerry region; if he will provide the latest compre-
hensive data on waiting times for all appointments; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter.  [40447/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL04000Hospital Overcrowding

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL041003141. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the measures being adopted 
to address overcrowding and lengthy waiting times at the emergency department in University 
Hospital Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40448/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL042003145. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if the South Southwest Hos-
pital Group will provide additional resources to University Hospital Kerry as a matter of ur-
gency to tackle delays and overcrowding in the emergency department; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40452/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 3141 
and 3145 together.

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL04400Hospital Overcrowding

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL045003142. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if assistance from a hospital 
(details supplied) has been availed of in the past three months at times of extreme overcrowd-
ing and lengthy waiting times at the emergency department in University Hospital Kerry; the 
arrangements that are in place to alleviate such pressures; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40449/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
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IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL04700Ambulance Service

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL048003143. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he will urgently review 
the number of ambulances available at any given time in County Kerry in the months of May 
to October in the context of the swollen population of the county due to visitor numbers; if the 
provision of ambulances for County Kerry would be reflective of the inflated summer popula-
tion for these months as distinct from Central Statistics Office, CSO, census population figures; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter.  [40450/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL05000Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL051003144. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the position in relation to the 
review of the South Kerry CAMHS prescription issue; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter.  [40451/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 3145 answered with Question No. 3141.

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL05400Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL055003146. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that the exclu-
sion of babies and young children from vaccination centres when their parents are being vac-
cinated is properly communicated to parents when they receive their appointments; and if this 
exclusion for parents will be reviewed in for particular single parents who are unable to access 
childminding when their vaccine appointment is scheduled. [40457/21]

27/07/2021WRLLLLLLL05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
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advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 3147 answered with Question No. 3095.

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM00200Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM003003148. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of graduates hired 
in the areas of occupational therapy, physical therapy, speech and language, dietetics and au-
diology in CHO1 from 2018 to 2020; his plans to reduce the backlog in waiting lists; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40470/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM00500Primary Medical Certificates

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM006003149. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health the number of applica-
tions waiting for a primary medical certificate in County Clare; the current application pro-
cessing time for a primary medical certificate; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40474/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the Health Service Executive 
(HSE).  However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to 
access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which 
has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems.  The disruption to service is on-going 
and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and to resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point. 

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM00800Home Care Packages

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM009003150. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health the number of home 
care support hours being provided in County Clare in 2021; the way this compares to 2020; 
the number of persons currently waiting for home care; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40475/21]
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27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM01000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM01100Hospital Waiting Lists

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM012003151. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
waiting on hip and or knee surgery and cataract surgery (details supplied) in County Clare; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40476/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last sixteen months as a di-
rect result of the COVID-19 pandemic and more recently as a result of the ransomware attack.

While significant progress was made in reducing waiting times from June 2020 onwards, 
the surge in Covid-19 cases in the first quarter of 2021, and the resultant curtailment of acute 
hospital services, is reflected in the most recently available waiting list figures to 13th May 
2021.

On 23 March 2021 the HSE published the “Safe Return to Health Services Plan”, outlining 
a three phased approach for the proposed restoration of services across Community Services, 
Acute Hospital Operations, Cancer Services and Screening Services. It sets target times for 
their safe return and details the conditions and challenges that will have to be met. However, the 
implementation of this plan has been suspended pending the resolution of the recent ransom-
ware attack, which had a significant impact on acute hospitals.  

The HSE has been working since 14th   May last to recover the effects of the cyber attack 
on its systems. The HSE advise that at present most systems are operational and services are 
returning to normal activity. There is a challenge in back entering data and there are still a num-
ber of areas of ongoing concern. The HSE was already seeking to recover from the Covid peak 
in the first quarter of this year and the ransomware attack has delayed this and had the effect of 
increasing access delays for services. My Department  does not have full access to information 
on the impact of this ransomware attack on elective waiting lists but will provide an update as 
soon as one is available.   

In recent years, my Department has worked with the HSE and the National Treatment Pur-
chase Fund (NTPF) to improve access for patients waiting for high volume procedures, in-
cluding cataracts. Ophthalmology services are provided throughout all hospital groups in the 
country, with cataract removal one of the key procedures carried out as part of this specialty.

A key development in improving access to Ophthalmology services was the opening of a 
stand-alone high-volume consultant-led cataract theatre by the University of Limerick Hospital 
Group in Nenagh Hospital in 2018, with the intention that it would facilitate patients from sur-
rounding geographical areas to avail of their treatment there. The impact of such initiatives can 
be seen in the reduction in the waiting times to access cataract procedures since 2019. At the 
13th of May 2021 there were 4,275 patients waiting for a cataract procedure compared to 6,437 
in January 2019.   
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Specifically in terms of hip and knee replacements, the NTPF have advised the Department 
that at the end of May 2020 there were 3,042 patients waiting nationally for such a procedure. 
Through focused activity, and with the support of the NTPF, at the 13th   May 2021 this figure 
had fallen by 26 % to 2,256 patients.   

An additional €240 million has been provided in Budget 2021 for an access to care fund, 
€210m of which has been allocated to the HSE and a further €30m to the NTPF. This is to be 
used to fund additional capacity to address the shortfall arising as a result of infection control 
measures taken in the context of COVID-19, as well as addressing backlogs in waiting lists.

My Department, the HSE and the NTPF are currently working on a Multiannual Waiting 
List Plan to address waiting lists and bring them in line with Sláintecare targets over the com-
ing years.

Due to the ongoing IT issues triggered by the HSE cyber-attack, the NTPF has been unable 
to receive weekly national hospital waiting list data or downloads. The latest published waiting 
list information was collated by the NTPF on 13th May 2021. The information requested by 
the Deputy concerning the number of persons waiting on hip and or knee surgery and cataract 
surgery in County Clare, routine and urgent, is outlined in the attached document. This informa-
tion is based on the latest available data provided by the NTPF.

Total IPDC Waiting List for Hip, Knee and Cataract Surgery for Patients with an Area 
of Residence in Co. Clare by Clinical Priority as at 13/05/2021

Sum of Total Column Labels

Row Labels Routine Non-Urgent Semi-Urgent Urgent Small Volume 
Priority

Grand Total

Cataracts 51 18 30 99

Hip 38 38

Knee 35 35

Small Volume 
Procedure

9 9

Grand Total 124 18 30 9 181

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM01400Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM015003152. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health the status of outpatient wait-
ing lists in the child and adolescent mental health services in the Louth south community mental 
health team and the Louth north community mental health team; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40486/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM01600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM01700Hospital Waiting Lists

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM018003153. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Health the status of the gynaeco-
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logical outpatients waiting list in Louth County Hospital and Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, 
Drogheda; the position regarding the proposed community-based ambulatory gynaecology ser-
vices in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40487/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last sixteen months as a di-
rect result of the COVID-19 pandemic and more recently as a result of the ransomware attack.

While significant progress was made in reducing waiting times from June 2020 onwards, 
the surge in Covid-19 cases in the first quarter of 2021, and the resultant curtailment of acute 
hospital services, is reflected in the most recently available waiting list figures to 13th   May 
2021.

On 23 March 2021 the HSE published the “Safe Return to Health Services Plan”, outlining 
a three phased approach for the proposed restoration of services across Community Services, 
Acute Hospital Operations, Cancer Services and Screening Services. It sets target times for 
their safe return and details the conditions and challenges that will have to be met. However, the 
implementation of this plan has been suspended pending the resolution of the recent ransom-
ware attack, which had a significant impact on acute hospitals.  

The HSE has been working since 14th May last to recover the effects of the cyber attack 
on its systems. The HSE advise that at present most systems are operational and services are 
returning to normal activity. There is a challenge in back entering data and there are still a num-
ber of areas of ongoing concern. The HSE was already seeking to recover from the Covid peak 
in the first quarter of this year and the ransomware attack has delayed this and had the effect of 
increasing access delays for services. My Department  does not have full access to information 
on the impact of this ransomware attack on elective waiting lists but will provide an update as 
soon as one is available.

An additional €240 million has been provided in Budget 2021 for an access to care fund, 
€210m of which has been allocated to the HSE and a further €30m to the NTPF. This is to be 
used to fund additional capacity to address the shortfall arising as a result of infection control 
measures taken in the context of COVID-19, as well as addressing backlogs in waiting lists.

My Department, the HSE and the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) are currently 
working on a Multiannual Waiting List Plan to address waiting lists and bring them in line with 
Sláintecare targets over the coming years.

The information requested by the Deputy concerning the status of the gynaecological out-
patients waiting list in Louth County Hospital and Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda is 
outlined in the attached document. 

Due to the ongoing IT issues triggered by the HSE cyber-attack, the NTPF has been unable 
to receive weekly national hospital waiting list data or downloads. The latest published waiting 
list information was collated by the NTPF on 13th May 2021.

The Department continues to work with the HSE’s National Women & Infants Health Pro-
gramme to improve access and ensure a more sustainable gynaecology service. The Programme 
has developed an Ambulatory Gynaecology Model of Care which centres on the establishment 
of one-stop “see and treat” ambulatory gynaecology clinics.  The roll out of Phase One of the 
Model of Care commenced in 2020, and funding has been provided under Budget 2021 to 
establish and/or expand services across additional clinics in 2021, including at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Hospital in Drogheda. The HSE has advised that work to establish the ambulatory gyn-
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aecology clinic in Drogheda is progressing, including in relation to the design, fit out, equip-
ping, and recruitment of staff for the new clinic.

 

Louth County Hospital Gynaecology Outpatient Waiting List

 0-3Months  3-6Months  6-9Months  9-12Months 12-15Months 15-18Months Grand Total

120 100 73 65 4 0 362

Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital Drogheda Gynaecology Outpatient Waiting List

 0-3Months  3-6Months  6-9Months  9-12Months 12-15Months 15-18Months 21-24Months Grand Total

594 334 306 177 70 18 1 1500

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM02000Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM021003154. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the funding that has been al-
located by his Department for projects and initiatives in County Tipperary over the past 12 
months; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40502/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The information requested by the Dep-
uty is not immediately available. I will survey the Department and the collated replies will be 
prepared into a full response to the Deputy as soon as possible.

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM02300Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM024003155. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health if special consideration will 
be given to allow seating in shopping centres and other public areas for persons who have a 
disability (details supplied) in the context of the removal of seating in such areas in order to 
prevent gatherings and the spread of Covid-19; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40519/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I wish to advise the Deputy that disabil-
ity seating in shopping centres is a matter for the Department of Enterprise Trade and Employ-
ment and the National Standards Authority of Ireland.

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM02600Home Care Packages

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM027003156. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of 
home care for a person (details supplied) in County Meath. [40520/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM02800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM02900Dental Services 
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27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM030003157. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of dentists in County 
Monaghan who accept medical cards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40523/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM03200Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM033003158. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of dentists in Coun-
ty Cavan who accept medical cards; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40524/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM03500Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM036003159. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (detail sup-
plied) has been waiting three months for a vaccination at home; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [40526/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 3160 answered with Question No. 3095.

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM03900Hospital Services

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM040003161. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the number of days the medical 
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assessment unit in Nenagh Hospital has been closed in 2021 as a result of staff shortages; if he 
will provide dates of closures; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40540/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM04500Hospital Services

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM046003162. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the number of days the medi-
cal assessment unit in Nenagh Hospital did not take patients when it was scheduled to do so in 
2021, but did not officially announce it was closed; if he will provide details of these dates; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40541/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM04700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM04800Hospital Services

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM049003163. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the number of days the medical 
assessment unit in Nenagh Hospital rescheduled or cancelled an entire day’s appointments due 
to an inability to see patients as a result of staff shortages; if he will provide details of these 
dates; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40542/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM05400Hospital Services

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM055003164. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health if there was a day in 2021 when 
the medical assessment unit in Nenagh Hospital did not see patients or take referrals due to staff 
shortages, resulting in an effective closure of the unit and no official announcement was made 
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that the unit would be closed that day; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40543/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM05600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM05609Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM056183165. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Health when the EU Digital COVID Cer-
tificate will issue to a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40552/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM056273215. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when an EU Digital CO-
VID Certificate will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40839/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM056363216. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when an EU Digital CO-
VID Certificate will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40842/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM056453217. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when an EU Digital CO-
VID Certificate will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40845/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM056503218. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when an EU Digital CO-
VID Certificate will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40848/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM05654Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take questions Nos. 3165 
and 3215 to 3218, inclusive, together.

The Digital COVID Certificate Regulation is intended to facilitate people’s fundamental 
right to move and reside freely and help to support the lifting of restrictions currently in place 
in a coordinated manner within the EU.

As the Minister for Health, I am supporting the work of my Department in collaborating 
with relevant Departments under the leadership of the Department of Taoiseach to assist in the 
on-going implementation of the EU Digital COVID Certificates. 

Certificates based on vaccination and recovery are now being issued. Citizens who have not 
received their Digital COVID Certificate and require it urgently to travel in the coming days can 
call the helpline on 1800 807 008.

Further information is available at :- www.gov.ie/en/publication/3a698-eu-digital-covid-
certificate/   

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM05800Care Services
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27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM059003166. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health when respite services will return 
for service users of adult day care services in Thurles, County Tipperary who attended a facility 
(details supplied) prior to the Covid-19 pandemic; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [40557/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM06000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM06100Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM062003167. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the actions a person must take in 
circumstances (details supplied). [40558/21]

27/07/2021WRMMMMMMM06300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, on 29 
June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and society in line with 
Resilience and Recovery: The Path Ahead.

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme and the position had been broadly stable over the earlier part of June, the prevalence of 
the more transmissible Delta variant is rapidly increasing in Ireland and this poses a significant 
risk, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated. 

As of 26 July, indoor dining has reopened for fully vaccinated individuals and those who 
are considered immune as a result of recovering from a Covid-19 infection in the previous six 
months. The HSE guidance on when a person is fully vaccinated is available online www2.hse.
ie/screening-and-vaccinations/covid-19-vaccine/get-the-vaccine/when-you-have-been-vacci-
nated/   

Access to businesses is being restricted to those who are fully vaccinated or recovered as the 
risk is still high, however the system will be kept under review and Government will consider 
further phases of the reopening of hospitality as the epidemiological situation allows. Details 
of measures in place can be found online: www.gov.ie/en/publication/41f70-reopening-hospi-
tality/  

Under the current travel measures, passengers travelling to Ireland from abroad should have 
appropriate valid proof of vaccination or recovery, or to present evidence of a negative RT-PCR 
result from a test taken within 72 hours prior to arrival into the country. 

There is comprehensive information on international travel on gov.ie/travel and www.dfa/
travel and passengers are encouraged to check the public health advice and restrictions in place 
in the destinations they are travelling to before embarking.

Significant progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent months due to the 
huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved lives and limited 
the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent months we must 
continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health guidelines.
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  Question No. 3168 answered with Question No. 2354.

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN00500Health Promotion

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN006003169. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health if his Department and the HSE 
will be introducing a diabetes education for adults programme within the University of Limer-
ick Hospital Group. [40568/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN00800Health Services

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN009003170. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health if his Department and the HSE 
will be introducing insulin pumps for adult diabetic patients within the University of Limerick 
Hospital Group (details supplied) [40569/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 3171 answered with Question No. 2735.

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN01200Health Promotion

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN013003172. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Health the status of the imple-
mentation of action item 3.13 of the National Breastfeeding Action Plan which pertains to the 
WHO Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40575/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this Par-
liamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, mem-
bers of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to 
answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.
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I can say however that promoting an increase in the number of new mothers breastfeeding 
is a priority in the Healthy Ireland Strategic Action plan 2021-2025. Infant formula is needed 
as not all babies are breastfed. 2021 is the year of the 40th anniversary of the adoption of the 
International Code of Marketing of Breast Milk Substitutes which is aimed at protecting chil-
dren and families from inappropriate marketing of breastmilk substitute products. The Code 
covers infant formula products up to the age of 3 years. I am advised that the HSE are working 
to strengthen compliance with the International Code of Marketing of Breast Milk Substitutes 
through partnership and cross sectoral working.

  Question No. 3173 answered with Question No. 1688.

  Question No. 3174 answered with Question No. 2265.

  Question No. 3175 answered with Question No. 2354.

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN01700Medical Aids and Appliances

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN018003176. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health if his Department and the HSE 
will extend the flash glucose FreeStyle Libre device to those over 21 years of age; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40580/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

  Question No. 3177 answered with Question No. 2921.

  Question No. 3178 answered with Question No. 2917.

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN02200Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN023003179. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of adverse reac-
tions reported in Ireland following the roll-out of the Covid-19 vaccination programme; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40583/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN024003326. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
who have reported serious cardiac related side effects via the HPRA Covid-19 Vaccine Adverse 
Reaction Reporting Form, after vaccination with the MRNA vaccines manufactured by compa-
nies (details supplied); the analysis that his Department has carried out into this matter; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [41349/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 3179 
and 3326 together.

Up to 7 July, the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) received 11,445 reports 



27 July 2021

1457

describing suspected side effects in association with COVID-19 vaccines, of which 6,011 were 
in association with mRNA vaccines (Comirnaty and Spikevax (previously COVID-19 Vaccine 
Moderna)), 5,361 in association with Adenoviral vector vaccines (Vaxzevria and Covid-19 Vac-
cine Janssen) and 73 reports were in association with vaccines where the brand was not known 
or provided at the time of reporting.

The majority of regularly reported suspected side effects are consistent with the types of 
events typically observed following vaccination, including those described in the product infor-
mation for the individual vaccines. Whilst not experienced by everyone, all vaccines have some 
side effects, the vast majority of which are mild to moderate in nature. These side effects need 
to be continuously balanced against the benefits in preventing COVID-19 illness. Overall, the 
national reporting experience continues to support the favourable assessment that the benefits 
of COVID-19 vaccines outweigh the risks.

The HPRA has been publishing regular public safety updates on reporting experience with 
the COVID-19 vaccines, including information on the numbers and nature of these reports. To 
date, nine such updates have been published and are accessible from the HPRA website (www.
hpra.ie/homepage/medicines/covid-19-updates/covid-19-vaccine-communications) with the 
most recent publication issued on 15th July.

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN02600Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN027003180. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health the number of patients that 
have been hospitalised or who have had a suspected adverse reaction following vaccination; if 
hospitals and general practitioners are legally obliged to report all suspected adverse reactions 
to the HPRA; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40584/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Products Regulatory Au-
thority (HPRA) operates the national adverse reaction reporting system, through which health-
care professionals and members of the public can notify a report of a suspected adverse reaction 
(ADR) on a voluntary basis. Up to 7 July, the HPRA had received 11,445 reports describing 
suspected adverse reactions in association with COVID-19 vaccines, of which less than 1% 
described a hospital attendance.

It is important to note that the HPRA receives reports based on suspicion that an adverse 
experience may be associated with vaccination. This does not mean the vaccine caused the 
adverse experience.  The information received by the HPRA may also be limited at the time of 
initial reporting (for example the report may or may not specify whether the patient has been 
hospitalised), and more information about individual reports may become available through 
follow-up.

The HPRA has and continues to engage with healthcare professionals, for example, via the 
HPRA Drug Safety Newsletter, to emphasise the importance of and to encourage reporting. A 
safety update is published monthly, which sets out an overview of the national reporting experi-
ence associated with COVID-19 vaccines.

The HSE may also have further information with respect to hospitalisations that may have 
occurred following vaccination but where no ADR report was sent to the HPRA. Members of 
the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer 
Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-
down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to 
restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised 
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as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to 
resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN02900Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN030003181. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the estimated number of over 60s who 
have registered for but have yet to receive a second Covid-19 vaccine appointment. [40593/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN03200Health Services

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN033003182. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the waiting 
list for speech and language therapists in County Kerry; and the steps that are being taken to 
address the backlog. [40594/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN03500Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN036003183. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the number of persons on the waiting 
list for psychiatrists in County Kerry; and the steps that are being taken to address the backlog. 
[40595/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN03800Disability Services
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27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN039003184. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health when a child (details supplied) 
in County Monaghan who has been diagnosed with autism will have a speech and language and 
an occupational therapy support to help them advance in their most formative years; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40610/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN04000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN04100Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN042003185. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Health the number of persons wait-
ing on the CAMHS waiting list in County Wexford; the average waiting time; the number wait-
ing more than six and more than 12 months, respectively; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [40613/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN04300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN04400Health Services

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN045003186. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing a speech and language appointment in County Wexford; the number who have been waiting 
less than three, three to six, six to 12 and more than 12 months, respectively in tabular form; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40614/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 3187 answered with Question No. 2354.

  Question No. 3188 answered with Question No. 2932.
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27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN04900Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN050003189. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the last occasion on which a 
Department-wide review of all funding within his Department took place; the frequency of such 
reviews; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40638/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Reviewing funding requirements and 
analysing financial performance is a continuous year-round process which the Department suc-
cessfully performs, in conjunction with its stakeholders.

The starting point for reviewing funding requirements in the Department of Health is the es-
timates process. The Department’s Financial Performance Unit consults with DoH Policy Units 
and the HSE to identify areas of priority for the next year and establish funding requirements 
for the next calendar year. Similar discussions take place between the Capital Infrastructure 
Unit in the Department and HSE Estates to establish capital funding requirements within the 
context of the ongoing National Development Plan, which is continually reviewed in conjunc-
tion with the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. Line units with oversight of other 
health agencies liaise with them to establish the priorities and requirements for each agency. 
This is communicated to the Vote Management Unit. Within the Department, the Vote Manage-
ment Unit and Accounts Unit liaise with budget holders within the Department to establish the 
non-agency requirements of the Department. This ensures that a full Department-wide review 
is carried out.

An analysis of all requirements and further discussions with stakeholders takes place before 
the Department submits its request for funding, in the estimates process, to the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER). Bilateral Negotiations take place involving both Min-
isters and Departmental officials from the two Departments to reach a Budget Settlement. Once 
this is concluded the estimates book and budget materials are prepared. 

Subsequent to the budget, the Minister issues a Letter of Determination to the HSE setting 
out the maximum net expenditure for current and capital that the HSE may incur. The HSE 
then submit a draft National Service Plan Service Plan, based on the Letter of Determination, 
to Minister for approval.Throughout the year, the how available funding is spent by the HSE 
is continually monitored by the Department through reviews of monthly financial reports and 
regular dialogue between the Department and its counterparts in the HSE. Officials from the 
Departments of Health and Public Expenditure and Reform, and the HSE meet at the Health 
Budget Oversight Group on a monthly basis to review the performance of funding allocated 
and identify issues currently arising or which may arise in the future. Many other meetings take 
place between officials from the Department of Health and both the HSE and DPER during the 
month to ensure that a comprehensive analysis of funding and expenditure is carried out.

In relation to non-HSE agencies, Oversight and Performance Delivery Agreements are put 
in place between the Department and agencies to monitor how funding is spent. These agree-
ments include provision for the Department to review performance against budgeted funding 
and non-financial performance indicators throughout the year.

In relation to the Department’s non-agency expenditure, monthly reports are provided to 
budget-holders to enable an ongoing dialogue over the course of the year. This enables effective 
monitoring of expenditure. 

Each month the Department submits estimates and final returns of all Departmental expen-
diture to the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform. This is a monthly Department-
wide review of funding and performance by subhead. The total figures are published by the 
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Department of Finance in the Fiscal Monitor. The Department also provides monthly reports as 
part of an ongoing dialogue with the Parliamentary Budget Office to assist them in their analysis 
of Departmental expenditure in support of the work of parliamentarians.

So in summary, the Department reviews how funding is utilised each month within the 
overall annual envelope of funding provided to the Department in the estimates process. The 
findings of these reviews inform decisions over funding in the annual estimates process out-
lined above.

  Question no. 3190 answered with question no. 1925.

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN05200National Maternity Hospital

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN053003191. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost and 
timeline of the State using a compulsory purchase order to acquire the land owned by a group 
(details supplied) at the location the new national maternity hospital is planned to be built; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [40672/21]

27/07/2021WRNNNNNNN05400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government is committed to the 
development of the new National Maternity Hospital (NMH) planned for the St Vincent’s Uni-
versity Hospital Campus at Elm Park, as set out in the Programme for Government. The draft 
legal framework provides for the new hospital to be built on a site leased by the State from the 
St Vincent’s Healthcare Group (SVHG) for a period of 99 years, with the potential to extend 
for a further 50 years. The framework also provides for an Operating Licence to be issued by 
the HSE to NMH at Elm Park DAC and SVHG to facilitate the provision of health services in 
the new building.  

I have been very clear that I will not bring any proposal to Government unless it provides 
assurances around all legally permissible services being provided in the new NMH. In addition, 
the safeguarding of the State’s investment must also be affirmed beyond doubt. In that context, 
there has been further engagement with the stakeholders in relation to these matters. However, 
as previously stated, I will not be making any further comment on the nature of this engagement 
until it concludes.

With regard to the use of a compulsory purchase order (CPO), it can be noted that undertak-
ing a CPO on any State project is likely to entail significant costs, including both compensation 
and legal costs, particularly should a legal challenge arise, and in terms of any risk of delay to 
the project in question.

  Question No. 3192 answered with Question No. 2259.

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO00200Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO003003193. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he will provide the latest 
vaccine statistics for County Kerry; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40681/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
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the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO00500Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO006003194. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the plans for a health centre 
(details supplied) in County Offaly; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40698/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 3195 answered with Question No. 2191.

  Question No. 3196 answered with Question No. 2354.

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO01000Disabilities Assessments

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO011003197. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health if a breakdown of waiting times 
for assessment of needs in each of the CHO regions will be provided; and when the appoint-
ment of specialists in the area will commence to alleviate the extensive delays. [40750/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO012003198. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health the number of children waiting 
for assessment of needs appointments in CHO1; the breakdown of specialists working within 
the CHO1 assessment of needs area; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40753/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 3197 and 3198 together.

The assessment of need process consists of two stages, the first stage is a review of  the 
referral to the assessment of need process by an assessment officer which is an administrative 
exercise. The child is then referred to stage 2, if appropriate, which is for clinical assessment.

Due to the recent cyber-attack the latest information available from the HSE is that 1,110 
applications were due to commence stage 2 of the Assessment of Need process at 31st March 
2021.  

Having regard to the remainder of the Deputy’s Question, as it relates to an operational is-
sue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is 
currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent 
cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to 
service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal 
services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position 
to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at 
that point.

  Question No. 3198 answered with Question No. 3197.
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27/07/2021WROOOOOOO01500Medicinal Products

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO016003199. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health his views on whether 
sativex oromucosal spray could possibly be introduced as an approved medicine under the 
long-term illness scheme for multiple sclerosis patients; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40755/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drug schemes, in 
accordance with the provisions of the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013.

In line with the 2013 Health Act and the national framework agreed with industry, a compa-
ny must submit an application to the HSE to have a new medicine added to the reimbursement 
list. Reimbursement is for licenced indications which have been granted market authorisation 
by the European Medicines Agency or the Health Products Regulatory Authority.

In making a relevant reimbursement decision, the HSE is required under the Act to have 
regard to a number of criteria including:     

(1) The health needs of the public, 

(2) The cost effectiveness of meeting health needs by supplying the item concerned rather 
than providing other health services, 

(3) The availability and suitability of items for supply or reimbursement, 

(4) The proposed costs, benefits, and risks of the item or listed item relative to therapeuti-
cally similar items or listed items provided in other health service settings and the level of cer-
tainty in relation to the evidence of those costs, benefits and risks, 

(5) The potential or actual budget impact of the item or listed item, 

(6) The clinical need for the item or listed item, 

(7) The appropriate level of clinical supervision required in relation to the item to ensure 
patient safety, 

(8) The efficacy (performance in trial), effectiveness (performance in real situations) and 
added therapeutic benefit against existing standards of treatment (how much better it treats a 
condition than existing therapies) and 

(9) The resources available to the HSE

In 2014, the HSE notified Almirall (the applicant) that there was significant uncertainty 
around the cost-effectiveness of Sativex (on the basis of the then application: www.ncpe.ie/wp-
content/uploads/2013/01/Summary-v1.pdf ) and as a consequence did not support reimburse-
ment of Sativex (at that time). 

The HSE received a revised application from Almirall for pricing / reimbursement of Sa-
tivex on the 9th February 2018.

In terms of the specific details of the revised application for pricing and reimbursement of 
Sativex, indicated as treatment for symptom improvement in adult patients with moderate to 
severe spasticity due to multiple sclerosis (MS) who have not responded adequately to other 
anti-spasticity medication and who demonstrate clinically significant improvement in spasticity 
related symptoms during an initial trial of therapy, the HSE advise the following:
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- The first step in the process is the submission of a rapid review dossier. The HSE commis-
sioned the rapid review process on the 12th February 2018. Following receipt of a rapid review 
dossier, the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics (NCPE) advised the HSE (3rd April 2018) 
that a full Health Technology Assessment (HTA) was required to assess the clinical effective-
ness and cost effectiveness of Sativex compared with the current standard of care

 - The HSE commissioned a full  HTA on 19th April 2018 as per agreed processes.- The 
NCPE HTA report was received by the HSE on the 15th July 2021. The NCPE recommended 
that Sativex not be considered for reimbursement unless cost effectiveness can be improved 
relative to existing treatments

- The HSE Corporate Pharmaceutical Unit (CPU) is the interface between the HSE and the 
Pharmaceutical Industry in relation to medicine pricing and reimbursement applications. I am 
advised that the HSE-CPU is currently reviewing the HTA report and thereafter will liaise with 
the applicant company to arrange a suitable date to discuss any issues arising from the report

- The Drugs Group is the national committee which the HSE has in place to make recom-
mendations on the pricing and reimbursement of medicines. The final HTA report will be re-
viewed by the HSE Drugs Group, along with any outputs of commercial negotiations, and any 
patient group submission(s) received during the HTA process.

- As decision-making authority, the HSE EMT will, following receipt of the outcome of the 
HSE Drugs Group’s deliberations, make a decision on whether Sativex will be reimbursed.

The application remains under consideration with the HSE. I am advised that the HSE can-
not make any comment on possible outcomes from the ongoing process.

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO01800Hospital Services

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO019003200. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the status of the pro-
posed new facility in the South Infirmary Victoria University Hospital which is intended to 
cater for cataract surgery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40758/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO020003201. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the status of the pro-
posed new facility in the South Infirmary Victoria University Hospital which is intended to 
cater for cataract surgery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40761/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO02100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 3200 
and 3201 together.

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 3201 answered with Question No. 3200.

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO02300Covid-19 Pandemic
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27/07/2021WROOOOOOO024003202. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health if amusement arcades, bowl-
ing alleys and so on can open under the same conditions or other similar conditions in view of 
the decision to allow indoor dining to open on 26 July 2021; if not, when it is planned to allow 
them open; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40764/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, on 29 
June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and society in line with 
Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead. 

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme, the rapidly increasing prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant, and the 
significant risk this poses, in particular to those who are not yet fully vaccinated, meant that a 
number of higher risk indoor activities did not recommence as planned on 5 July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status.  

Disease incidence has increased rapidly in recent weeks, especially among those who are 
not yet fully protected through vaccination and the outlook for the coming weeks is very un-
certain.  

Unfortunately, due to current uncertainties with regard to the Delta variant there is not yet 
an indication of when amusement arcades and bowling alleys will reopen. The epidemiological 
situation will be monitored on an ongoing basis and the level of restrictions will be kept under 
review by Government. 

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines.

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO02600Charitable and Voluntary Organisations

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO027003203. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Health if his Department and the HSE 
will provide funding to allow the charities that provide two soup runs in Dublin to remain in 
operation if the HSE close down on the foot of a HSE environmental health section report. 
[40765/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO028003213. Deputy Emer Higgins asked the Minister for Health his plans to ensure that soup-
runs and other voluntary efforts relied on for meals by many homeless persons are not dis-
continued due to health and safety regulations.; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40835/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO02900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 3203 and 3213 together.

All food businesses must comply with the requirements of food law that are relevant to the 
business they operate.  Regulation (EC) No. 178 of 2002 provides the general framework for 
the operation of food safety law, and defines a food business as “any undertaking, whether for 
profit or not and whether public or private, carrying out any of the activities related to any 
stage of production, processing and distribution of food.”  Therefore, operators such as those 
to whom the Deputy has referred, distributing food to the homeless are food businesses for the 
purposes of food safety law.  
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Food business operators are required by law to notify the HSE (or other FSAI Official Agen-
cies as appropriate) of their intention to carry on a food business. The frequency of inspection 
of food businesses is based on the risk to public health, with risk being assessed on a number of 
criteria including the types of foods being produced, processed, and distributed, and the vulner-
ability of the consumers.

The primary responsibility of the HSE Environmental Health Service (EHS) is the protec-
tion of public health. It works under a service contract for the Food Safety Authority of Ireland 
to ensure the relevant food legislation is applied as necessary. This work is essential to ensure 
that food made available for people to eat is safe. Persons accessing homeless services are 
among the most vulnerable in our community and may be immunocompromised. There is, 
therefore, risk of serious illness as a result of any potential food borne infection.

The EHS supervises over 45,000 food businesses and endeavours to work with food business 
operators to encourage an understanding of the legal requirements and to support compliance 
with the minimum food safety standards regarding structure, operation, safety management 
systems and staff training and to ensure compliance with food law where non-compliances are 
found upon inspection.

The HSE has advised that it does not share any inspection details or outcomes with third 
parties and cannot comment specifically on any particular food business or inspection. The HSE 
can confirm however, that the EHS has neither served, nor threatened to serve, a closure order 
on any voluntary street-based service distributing food to the homeless.

The coordination of services to people who are homeless, including the provision of accom-
modation and food, falls within the remit of the Department of Housing, the Dublin Regional 
Homeless Executive and the local authorities.

I recognise the value of voluntary organisations in providing food and other services to 
people who are homeless. I would encourage these organisations to engage with the relevant 
homeless authorities to ensure services are provided in accordance with food safety and other 
regulations.

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO03000Health Service Executive

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO031003204. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if the HSE currently covers 
care for women with pregnancy related conditions such as gestational diabetes; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40825/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO03300Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO034003205. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of chil-
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dren receiving psychiatric medication in the puffin ward in Cork University Hospital. [40826/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO03500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO03600Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO037003206. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of chil-
dren that have been referred to CAMHS from the puffin ward in Cork University Hospital. 
[40827/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO03800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO03900Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO040003207. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of re-
ferrals from the puffin ward in Cork University Hospital that  have been accepted by CAMHS. 
[40828/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO04100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO04200Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO043003208. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the average stay of 
a child suffering with mental health in the puffin ward in Cork University Hospital . [40829/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
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shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO04500Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO046003209. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the mental health 
support that is available to the children suffering with mental health disorders in the puffin ward 
in Cork University Hospital. [40830/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO04700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO04800Health Services

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO049003210. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health the type of healthcare that 
is covered by the HSE for pregnant women; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40831/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO05100Health Services

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO052003211. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if there are plans to provide 
and cover care for women with pregnancy related conditions such as gestational diabetes under 
the National Maternity Strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40832/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.
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27/07/2021WROOOOOOO05400Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO055003212. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health if the levels of psy-
chiatric medication being administered to children in the puffin ward in CUH are in line with 
best practice; and the other supports available to these children. [40833/21]

27/07/2021WROOOOOOO05600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 3213 answered with Question No. 3203.

  Question No. 3214 answered with Question No. 3095.

Question No. 3215 answered with Question No. 3165.

  Question No. 3216 answered with Question No. 3165.

  Question No. 3217 answered with Question No. 3165.

  Question No. 3218 answered with Question No. 3165.

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP01100Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP012003219. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of men-
tal health professionals working with patients under 16 years of age in non-specific wards re-
ceiving treatment for mental health issues by each hospital in tabular form; and the staff-patient 
ratio for same. [40862/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP01400National Maternity Hospital

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP015003220. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if a lease (details supplied) 
includes a condition that a licence be granted to the group to operate the new facility for the 
entire duration of the term of the lease. [40870/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP016003221. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he has sought to secure the 
transfer of the freehold ownership of the site of the new maternity hospital to the State from a 
group (details supplied); and the progress that has been made in relation to this issue. [40871/21]
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27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 3220 
and 3221 together.

As the Deputy is aware, a draft legal framework has been developed which aims to address 
the ownership and governance arrangements at the new National Maternity Hospital (NMH). 
The draft legal framework provides for the new hospital to be built on a site leased by the State 
from the St Vincent’s Healthcare Group (SVHG) for a period of 99 years, with the potential 
to extend for a further 50 years. The framework also provides for an Operating Licence to be 
issued by the HSE to NMH at Elm Park DAC and SVHG to facilitate the provision of health 
services in the new building.  

As I have previously emphasised, I will not bring any proposal to Government unless it 
provides assurances around all legally permissible services being provided in the new NMH as 
well as ensuring that the State’s investment in the new hospital is safeguarded. In that context, 
and as previously stated, there has been further engagement with the stakeholders in relation to 
these matters. However, I have been very clear that I will not be making any further comment 
on the nature of this engagement until it concludes.

  Question No. 3221 answered with Question No. 3220.

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP01900National Maternity Hospital

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP020003222. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health his views on whether the new 
build for the new maternity hospital is  bound by the EU energy directives now in force given 
that planning permission was granted to the HSE by An Bord Pleanála on 31 August 2017 
under the terms of the building regulations then in force; if so, the steps the HSE has taken or 
plans to take to comply with the new NZEB standard; the extent to which the building has to be 
redesigned to so comply; if this redesign will increase the cost of the new build; and if so, the 
amount. [40872/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP02100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In 2017, the Minister for Housing, Plan-
ning and Local Government signed into Irish Law the requirement to meet Nearly Zero Energy 
Buildings (NZEB) as part of Building Regulations (Part L Amendment) Regulations 2017. In 
order to comply with the Statutory requirements set out in the updated regulations, and to 
achieve enhanced energy performance and necessary carbon reduction, the design of the New 
Maternity Hospital (NMH) required significant amendments to the buildings fabric and me-
chanical & electrical systems. These included;

- The introduction of two-stage air source heat pumps (ASHPs) to meet the primary heating 
needs of the building

- A move away from reliance on gas fired boilers

- The decoupling of the existing boiler plant serving the remainder of the SVUH campus

- The decoupling of the electrical distribution serving the remainder of the SVUH campus 

- An increase in the number & capacity of the electrical transformers & standby generators

- An increase in the size of service risers and ducts to accommodate the increased size of the 
air handling plant.

The introduction of these design amendments to comply with the updated building regula-
tions resulted in changes to both the internal layout & the external envelope of the proposed 
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new NMH building. 

The new NMH to SVUH project was granted Planning Permission by An Bord Pleanála 
(ABP) in 2017. As noted above, that same year, an update to Part L of the Building Regula-
tions was introduced by Government. Transitional arrangements were put in place for projects 
already at design or construction stage. The new NMH project fell within this category of proj-
ects which had achieved planning grant before the end of 2018. However, due to the delays the 
updated regulations now apply in full. 

The redesign required to comply with the updated regulations has now been fully incorpo-
rated.  From a planning perspective it is proposed to address these amendments via a submission 
to An Bord Pleanála for approval under Section 146b of the Planning Regulations. It is normal 
for a project of this size and complexity to go through design development and refinement post 
planning grant. This can be for a number of reasons, including response to evolving clinical op-
erational policies, internal environmental requirements, co-ordination and buildability issues. 
Or as is the case here, compliance with updated building regulations. The redesign required to 
comply with the new regulations is now complete & ready for submission to An Bord Pleanála.

The cost of compliance with the updated regulation, Part L 2017, is estimated at €18.3M 
exclusive of VAT.

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP02200Hospital Facilities

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP023003223. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the price of the single contract 
awarded for the construction of a new pharmacy at St. Vincent’s University Hospital and the 
extension of the multi-storey car park on the Elm Park site; the nature of the tendering process 
for same; and the proportion of the overall price that relates to the pharmacy; and the proportion 
that relates to the car park extension. [40873/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP02400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The value of the contract awarded for 
the Pharmacy and extension to existing multi storey carpark works is €25,472,302.00 exclud-
ing VAT (€28,911,062.80 including VAT). The works were awarded as a single construction 
contract and are not apportioned separately.

The Pharmacy and extension to existing multi storey carpark works were procured in ac-
cordance with Capital Works Management Framework guidance for public works contracts and 
all relevant Irish and EU procurement rules and guidelines. The tender was advertised both on 
e-tenders and OJEU. It was a 2-stage tender process and the Pharmacy/Car-park works was 
advertised and awarded as single tender/contract.

The works undertaken to date on the site to facilitate the move of the National Maternity 
Hospital from Holles Street to the St Vincent’s University Hospital campus also consist of

- Aspergillus protection and prevention works,

- Enabling works / site preparation works;

- Demolition works;

- Junction upgrades to the entrances at Nutley Lane and Merrion Road in line with Planning 
Conditions; and

- Infrastructural works, including diversions of life critical mechanical and electrical sys-
tems supporting the adult hospital
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27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP02500National Maternity Hospital

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP026003224. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if the State has any security, 
either legal or equitable, over the property at the Elm Park campus upon which public monies 
have been expended on enabling works to do with the new maternity hospital; and in the event 
that the State has at present no such security, the way the State is protecting its investment. 
[40874/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE ensures that robust legal ar-
rangements are put in place to protect the State’s interests with respect to capital investment 
on voluntary hospital sites. As the HSE is responsible for the delivery of this public healthcare 
infrastructure project, they would be in a better position to provide additional information in 
relation to the specific query raised by the Deputy. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

As the Deputy will be aware, a draft legal framework has been developed which aims to 
address the ownership and governance arrangements at the new National Maternity Hospital 
(NMH) on the Elm Park campus. As I have already stated, I will not bring any proposal to Gov-
ernment unless it provides assurances around all legally permissible services being provided in 
the new NMH as well as ensuring that the State’s investment in the new hospital is safeguarded. 
As such, these legal arrangements would build upon the existing mechanisms to protect the 
State’s Interest on the Elm Park campus.

  Question No. 3225 answered with Question No. 2725.

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP02900Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP030003226. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of per-
sons employed in July 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021 in community psychiatry, community 
psychology and community CAMHS areas in County Cork by area; and the positions recruited 
since January 2021 in County Cork in these sectors. [40877/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP03100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP03200Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP033003227. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the current waiting 
list for CAMHS services in County Cork by area; the average waiting time; and his plans to 
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address this. [40878/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP03500Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP036003228. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of young 
persons on the CAMHS waiting list in Cork city for less than 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 9, 9 to 12, 12 to 18, 
18 to 24 and over 24 months, respectively in tabular form. [40879/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 3229 answered with Question No. 2209.

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP03900Hospital Waiting Lists

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP040003230. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of per-
sons waiting for gynaecology appointments by hospital in tabular form; and the average waiting 
time. [40913/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last sixteen months as a di-
rect result of the COVID-19 pandemic and more recently as a result of the ransomware attack.

While significant progress was made in reducing waiting times from June 2020 onwards, 
the surge in Covid-19 cases in the first quarter of 2021, and the resultant curtailment of acute 
hospital services, is reflected in the most recently available waiting list figures to 13th May 
2021.

On 23 March 2021 the HSE published the “Safe Return to Health Services Plan”, outlining 
a three phased approach for the proposed restoration of services across Community Services, 
Acute Hospital Operations, Cancer Services and Screening Services. It sets target times for 
their safe return and details the conditions and challenges that will have to be met. However, the 
implementation of this plan has been suspended pending the resolution of the recent ransom-
ware attack, which had a significant impact on acute hospitals. 

The HSE has been working since 14th May last to recover the effects of the cyber attack 
on its systems. The HSE advise that at present most systems are operational and services are 
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returning to normal activity. There is a challenge in back entering data and there are still a num-
ber of areas of ongoing concern. The HSE was already seeking to recover from the Covid peak 
in the first quarter of this year and the ransomware attack has delayed this and had the effect of 
increasing access delays for services. My Department does not have full access to information 
on the impact of this ransomware attack on elective waiting lists but will provide an update as 
soon as one is available.

My Department, the HSE and the National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) are focusing 
on improving access to elective care in order to reduce waiting times for patients. These plans 
include increased use of private hospitals, funding weekend and evening work in public hospi-
tals, funding “see and treat” services where minor procedures are provided at the same time as 
outpatient consultations, providing virtual clinics and increasing capacity in the public hospital 
system.

An additional €240 million has been provided in Budget 2021 for an access to care fund, 
€210m of which has been allocated to the HSE and a further €30m to the NTPF. This is to be 
used to fund additional capacity to address the shortfall arising as a result of infection control 
measures taken in the context of COVID-19, as well as addressing backlogs in waiting lists.

My Department, the HSE and the NTPF are currently developing a Multiannual Waiting 
List Plan to address waiting lists and bring them in line with Sláintecare targets over the com-
ing years.

The information requested by the Deputy concerning the number of persons waiting for 
gynaecology appointments by hospital in tabular form; and the average waiting time is outlined 
in the attached document. This information is based on the latest available data provided by the 
NTPF. The NTPF have further advised my Department that Holles Street does not currently 
submit outpatient data as yet, but have engaged extensively with the NTPF to progress steps to 
allow data to be submitted to the NTPF. This includes the resolution of data protection and tech-
nical issues. The Department continues to closely monitor the progress of this project through 
established Governance structures. 

In relation to average waiting times, the NTPF has advised that the health system does not 
collect the data necessary to calculate average wait times.  In particular, the time to treatment 
of patients who have already received their care is not collected. The NTPF collects data on 
patients currently on the waiting list and the average time that these patients have been waiting 
is provided here.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/

2021-07-27_pq3230-27-7-21_en.docx

“>Outpatient Waiting list</a>]

  Question No. 3231 answered with Question No. 2354.

  Question No. 3232 answered with Question No. 2354.

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP04400Proposed Legislation

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP045003233. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the status of plans to legislate for 
surrogacy in Ireland in particular in relation to formal recognition of mothers on birth certifi-
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cates, retrospective declarations of parentage and access to surrogacy internationally. [40937/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, drafting 
of a bill on assisted human reproduction (AHR) and associated areas of research is ongoing by 
officials in my Department, in conjunction with the Office of the Attorney General. This com-
prehensive piece of legislation will encompass the regulation, for the first time in Ireland, of a 
very wide range of practices, including domestic altruistic surrogacy.  

The surrogacy provisions include a requirement for all surrogacy agreements to be pre-au-
thorised by the AHR Regulatory Authority, the establishment of which the Bill will provide for. 
The legislation also sets out a court-based mechanism through which the parentage of a child 
born through surrogacy may be transferred from the surrogate (and her husband, if applicable) 
to the intending parent(s). 

The draft Bill does not contain provisions to regulate surrogacy arrangements undertaken 
in other jurisdictions. As issues relating to international surrogacy concern areas of law that in-
tersect across the remits of several Government Departments, my Department is engaging with 
the Department of Justice and the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and 
Youth in respect of this policy area.

In addition, the Department of Justice has published a guidance document on citizenship, 
parentage, guardianship and travel document issues in relation to children born as a result of 
surrogacy arrangements entered into outside the State. The purpose of this document is to pro-
vide information to prospective intending parents on the steps necessary to ensure that a child 
born abroad through a surrogacy arrangement may enter and reside in the State and to secure 
the best interests of the child and should address the query on the legal position of children born 
through surrogacy outside the State. This guidance document is available here:

www.justice.ie/en/JELR/20120221%20Guidance%20Document.pdf/Files/20120221%20
Guidance%20Document.pdf

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP04700Hospital Waiting Lists

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP048003234. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive a date for a knee operation in Galway University Hospital taking into ac-
count the circumstances of the case; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40959/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP05000Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP051003235. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the full number of children and ado-
lescents that are being reviewed by the HSE as part of the couth Kerry CAMHS review; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40966/21]
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27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP05200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP05300Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP054003236. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to the 
fact that children and adolescents under care of south Kerry CAMHS are having appointments 
cancelled at short notice with no clarity on when their replacement appointment will be made; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40967/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP05600Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP057003237. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will provide additional consul-
tants to address the backlog of appointments for CAMHS in south Kerry; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40968/21]

27/07/2021WRPPPPPPP05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 3238 answered with Question No. 2346.

  Question No. 3239 answered with Question No. 2932.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ00300Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ004003240. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if a fully vaccinated tourist 
visiting Ireland from abroad will be able to dine indoors; the way such a person can prove their 
vaccination status; the steps they will need to take in advance to comply with the requirements 
for proof; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40971/21]
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27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ00500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Act 1947 (Sections 31AB 
and 31AD) (Covid-19) (Operation of certain indoor premises) Regulations 2021 came into op-
eration on 26th July 2021.

It is intended that the EU Digital COVID Certificates for vaccination and recovery will 
be the primary evidence used when going into a pub, restaurant, café or food court to access 
indoor hospitality. Other proofs of immunity include the HSE COVID-19 Vaccination Record 
and appropriate COVID-19 Certificates issued by other states.  Such certificates must contain 
confirmation that the person has been vaccinated, the date or dates on which the person was 
vaccinated and the vaccine used, and also the state body which either delivered the vaccination 
programme or is authorised to issue the certificate.  Where a certificate is not in Irish or English, 
a translated version must be provided.  

People may also be asked for photo ID to prove that the EU Digital COVID Certificate, HSE 
COVID-19 Vaccination Record or other proof of immunity relates to them. Acceptable forms 
of ID are a driving licence, passport, student ID, age card issued by An Garda Síochána, Irish 
residence permit, national identity card for international visitors, or any other official document 
(with photograph) issued by a state including Ireland. Children under 18 accompanying adults 
may also be asked for information to prove their age. Further information on the reopening of 
hospitality can be found on www.gov.ie.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ00600Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ007003241. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the number of persons arriving 
into and departing Ireland through airports who did not declare an essential reason for travel in 
each of the past eight weeks; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40972/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ00800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): All passengers arriving into the state 
are required to complete a COVID-19 Passenger Locator Form (PLF) in accordance with SI 
45/2021. There are limited exemptions from this requirement, as set out in the regulations, such 
as for international transport workers or for diplomats.

Since 6th February 2021 the reference to Council Recommendation (EU) 2020/1475 on a 
co-ordinated approach to the restriction of free movement in response to the COVID-19 pan-
demic was removed from the Passenger Locator Form and the declaration on essential travel 
is no longer recorded.  The Department of Health does not record any data on numbers of pas-
sengers departing through Irish airports.

  Question No. 3242 answered with Question No. 2661.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ01000Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ011003243. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if he will provide an updated 
supply forecast for Covid-19 vaccines expected to be delivered into Ireland over the next six 
months. [40974/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ01200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland’s COVID-19 vaccination pro-
gramme strategy is to distribute all available vaccines as quickly as operationally possible, 
prioritising those who are most vulnerable. Ireland received approximately 5.3 million doses of 
COVID-19 vaccine in the first six months of 2021.

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
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However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ01300Primary Care Centres

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ014003244. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the status of the proposed east 
Meath primary care centre which is to be located in Bettystown town centre; when he expects 
works to commence and any other relevant details; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [41014/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ01500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ01600Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ017003245. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Health the average cost of train-
ing a nurse; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41032/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ01800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Higher Education Authority uses a 
figure of €7,500 per student per year ( so €30,000 in total for the four years of their education 
programme ) as representing an average of funding currently provided by them for grants and 
fees for nursing and midwifery undergraduate places. The other significant cost arises during 
internship when a student nurse or midwife enters the final stage of their  programme.  This 
amounts to about €10,000  per student. Additionally, there is a range of other costs to be taken 
into account, including the provision of Clinical Placement Co-ordinators and Practice Devel-
opment Co-ordinators.

My officials are now in touch with their HSE colleagues to obtain up to date figures on these 
other costs so that a table can be compiled which will show the average cost per student. I will 
share this with the Deputy as soon as it becomes available.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ01900Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ020003246. Deputy Seán Haughey asked the Minister for Health the arrangements in place for 
parents or carers who wish to travel abroad during the Covid-19 pandemic with children under 
18 years of age who have special needs and who would not be able to take a PCR test to travel 
back into Ireland; the items or tests parents or carers need to obtain in order undertake this 
travel; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41038/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ02100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): S.I. 135 of 2021 which lays out the new 
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travel measures in place since 19th July, provides for children under the age of 12 not to be re-
quired to show evidence of a negative RT-PCR test result upon arrival to Ireland. An exemption 
can be declared for children under the age of 12 on the new enhanced Passenger Locator Form 
prior to departure. 

Any citizen who has a genuine humanitarian emergency requiring urgent travel and might 
not be able to obtain the result of a pre-departure RT-PCR test prior to departure can contact the 
nearest Irish embassy or consulate for advice and consular assistance before commencing their 
journey.

International travel policy is kept under continuous consideration informed by the interna-
tional epidemiological situation and public health advice.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ02200Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ023003247. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been drawn to 
the closure of a facility (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [41053/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ02500Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ026003248. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health if he will provide details of plans 
for the 19 residents of a facility (details supplied) in County Cork following its closure; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [41054/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ02800Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ029003249. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health his plans for the staff of a facility 
(details supplied) in County Cork following its closure; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [41055/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
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mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ03100Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ032003250. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the plans for a centre (details 
supplied) in County Cork that is due to close this year; if the building is deemed not fit for pur-
pose, if it will be used for an alternative purpose; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41056/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ03400Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ035003251. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health his plans for a site (details sup-
plied) in County Cork; if he will reinstate the services that were there previously; if the existing 
building will be demolished; if a new centre built in its place; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41057/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ03700Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ038003252. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the number of second dose vac-
cination appointments which have been missed by CHO; and if there is a contingency plan for 
ensuring that no vaccine is wasted where possible as this seems to be a growing problem in the 
Cork city and county area. [41058/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
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advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ04000Hospital Waiting Lists

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ041003253. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Health when a person (details 
supplied) will receive an appointment for an operation; the steps that can be taken to expedite 
the treatment for the person; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41059/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ04300Health Services

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ044003254. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health the reason a person (details supplied) 
was deemed ineligible for reimbursement under the HSE cross border directive and was asked 
to repay a sum that was received. [41061/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, given the recent cyber-attack, which 
has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems, disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs.

The patient should contact the HSE’s CBD NCP regarding details of either the CBD or 
NIPH schemes.  The contact details are:  National Contact Point, Cross-Border Healthcare Di-
rective Department, HSE Cross Border Directive, St Canice’s Hospital, Dublin Road, Kilkenny 
Tel: 056 778 4546 Email: crossborderdirective@hse.ie.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ04600Healthcare Infrastructure Provision

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ047003255. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Health the status of the provision of 
a new palliative care unit in Drogheda town following the HSE engagement with a third party; 
if plans have been submitted that were originally due to be submitted in April 2021; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [41062/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ04800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
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IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

Grateful if you could cc john_mooney@health.gov.ie and aisling_mcgrath@health.gov.ie 
on the reply from the HSE please.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ04900General Practitioner Services

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ050003256. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of per-
sons waiting for a general practitioner appointment by county in tabular form; and the average 
waiting time. [41065/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ05100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): GPs are self-employed private practi-
tioners.  While the majority also provide services to Medical Card and GP Visit Card holders 
under contract to the HSE, they retain their private status and, as a result, information on the 
number of people waiting for a GP appointment is not collected by my Department or the HSE.

The Government is aware of the workforce issues currently facing general practice, includ-
ing the limited access to GP services in certain areas, and has implemented a number of mea-
sures to improve recruitment and retention in general practice. 

These measures include an increase in investment in general practice by approximately 
40% (€210 million) between 2019 and 2023 under the terms of the 2019 GMS GP Agreement. 
The Agreement provides for increased support for GPs working in rural practices and for those 
in disadvantaged urban areas, and for improvements to maternity and paternity leave arrange-
ments.  In addition, the number of GPs entering training has been increased steadily over the 
past number of years, rising from 120 in 2009 to 233 in 2021.  

These measures will see an increase in the number of GPs working in the State, improving 
access to GP services for patients throughout the country.

  Question No. 3257 answered with Question No. 2334.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ05300Programme for Government

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ054003258. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to fulfil the 
Programme for Government commitment to provide free contraception over a phased period, 
starting with women aged 17 to 25 years of age. [41100/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): Following 
the recommendations of the Joint Committee on the Eighth Amendment of the Constitution, a 
Working Group was established in April 2019 to consider the range of policy, regulatory and 
legislative issues arising in relation to improving access to contraception in Ireland.

The Group’s high-level report, published in October 2019, identified the barriers that exist 
to accessing contraception and the mechanisms available to overcome those barriers, noting 
that any policy proposal must focus on accessibility, education, and workforce capacity as well 
as cost.

A sizable body of work remains to be addressed in order to develop and finalise the policy 
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approach, bring forward the necessary legislative proposals and ensure the implementation of 
service delivery arrangements.  

It is however important to stress that my Department and this Government remain commit-
ted to providing free contraception over a phased basis, starting with women aged 17 – 25, as 
set out in the Programme for Government.

Progress on these issues has unfortunately been delayed until recently, given the need to 
focus on and prioritise the response to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. However, the Depart-
ment is currently assembling a Contraception Implementation Group, which will commence 
work imminently.

Some access to free contraception is already enabled, through the National Condom Distri-
bution Service (NCDS), which was established by the HSE Sexual Health and Crisis Pregnancy 
Programme (SHCPP) in October 2015.The NCDS functions as a central point for distributing 
free condoms and lubricant sachets to HSE services and other organisations working with indi-
viduals and groups at increased risk of negative sexual health outcomes.

These include migrants; young people; gay, bisexual and other MSM; sex workers; people 
living with addiction issues and people living with HIV. From 2017 to the end of 2019, the 
number of organisations ordering from the NCDS has doubled.

The service was extended to 3rd level institutions in late 2019. Third-level institutions can 
now order condom dispensers from the HSE, which enable the provision of free condoms and 
sexual health information to students on campuses nationwide. The SHCPP advises that 3rd   
level institutions will be contacted, prior to the commencement of on-campus attendance in 
September, with regard to their engagement with the NCDS.

Information leaflets are provided with the condom dispensers, which outline to students 
how to use condoms correctly, and emphasise the importance of using condoms consistently 
and every time sex happens. The information leaflets direct students to HSE - led and HSE-
funded websites for further information about sexual health and wellbeing; www.sexualwellbe-
ing.ie and www.man2man.ie.

It should be noted that, while oral contraception and various forms of long-acting revers-
ible contraception can be more effective at preventing pregnancy, condoms provide protection 
against STIs that is not provided by non-barrier forms of contraception.

It is envisaged that continued expansion of the NCDS will be facilitated in line with de-
mand, in order to support the STI prevention and sexual health promotion needs of people liv-
ing in Ireland.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ05600Programme for Government

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ057003259. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to fulfil 
the Programme for Government commitment to introduce a publicly funded model of care for 
fertility treatment. [41101/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ05800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy is aware, a commitment 
to introduce the model of care for infertility, which was developed by officials in my Depart-
ment in conjunction with the HSE’s National Women & Infants Health Programme, is included 
in the Programme for Government, “Our Shared Future”. This model of care will ensure that 
infertility issues will be addressed through the public health system at the lowest level of clini-
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cal intervention necessary as part of the full range of services available in obstetrics and gyn-
aecology.

Phase One of the roll-out of the model of care has commenced and involves the establish-
ment, at secondary care level, of Regional Fertility Hubs in maternity networks, which will fa-
cilitate the management of a significant proportion of patients presenting with infertility issues.

Funding of €2m was provided to the HSE to commence Phase One of the roll-out of the 
model of care in 2020. This was utilised specifically in respect of the development of the first 
four Regional Fertility Hubs – namely, Cork Maternity University Hospital, the Rotunda Hos-
pital, the National Maternity Hospital and the Coombe Women & Infants University Hospital. 

Additional funding of just over €1m has been made available to enable the continuation of 
Phase One of the roll-out in 2021, including through the setting-up of the final two Regional 
Fertility Hubs, one located within the Saolta Hospital Group, at University Hospital Galway, 
and one within the University of Limerick Hospital Group, at Nenagh General Hospital. There-
fore, the completion of Phase One of the roll-out will result in fully operational Regional Fertil-
ity Hubs in each of the six Hospital Groups across the country. 

Phase Two of the roll-out will see the introduction of advanced infertility interventions 
including IVF, in the public health system. Phase Two will not commence until such time as in-
fertility services at secondary level have been developed across the country, required resources 
have been allocated, and the assisted human reproduction (AHR) legislation is commenced. 
Drafting of the AHR legislation is ongoing, in conjunction with the Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral. 

It is intended that, in line with available resources, this model of care for infertility will be 
rolled out on a phased basis over the course of the coming years. The underlying aim of the 
policy to provide a model of funding for AHR, within the broader AHR regulatory framework, 
is to improve accessibility to AHR treatments, while at the same time embedding safe and ap-
propriate clinical practice and ensuring the cost-effective use of public resources.

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ05900Programme for Government

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ060003260. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to fulfil the 
Programme for Government commitment to promote an increase in the number of new moth-
ers breastfeeding by increasing support in maternity hospitals and primary care centres through 
access to lactation specialists and public health nurses. [41102/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): This year, 
Healthy Ireland and Sláintecare have made a significant investment towards implementing the 
National Breastfeeding Action Plan. We all know how important it is that our children get the 
best possible start in life and this is something all Government partners have prioritised in the 
Programme for Government. 

Ireland has a culture of bottle feeding and in order to improve child and maternal health, 
as well as reducing childhood obesity we need to improve our breastfeeding rates. On 11th 
May, I announced funding of €1.58m euros to provide the additional 24 Lactation Consultants 
across hospital and community settings, that are required to ensure timely skilled assistance for 
mothers who wish to breastfeed. It will also support enhanced training, skills and knowledge 
to frontline staff.



27 July 2021

1485

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ06200Programme for Government

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ063003261. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to fulfil the 
Programme for Government commitment to fully implement the recommendations contained 
in the reports of the scoping inquiry and all other reports into CervicalCheck. [41103/21]

27/07/2021WRQQQQQQQ06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Programme for Government com-
mits to fully implement the recommendations contained in Dr Scally’s Report of the Scoping 
Inquiry, and all other reports into CervicalCheck.  

Significant progress has been made in implementing the recommendations and associat-
ed actions from Dr Scally’s report, across all themes and areas of work, by the Department 
of Health, the HSE and the National Cancer Registry Ireland. In addition, the CervicalCheck 
Steering Committee, chaired by Professor Anne Scott, and which includes representatives from 
221+ Group and patient advocates in its membership have a role in oversight of the implemen-
tation of the remaining recommendations.  

At the end of Quarter 2 2021, 164 of the 170 actions, arising from 58 recommendations, 
are completed. Work is well underway in completing the 6 remaining actions.  Since Quarter 
1 2019, the Department of Health has been publishing quarterly progress reports on the imple-
mentation of the recommendations made in Dr Scally’s 2018 report and the full archive and 
previous quarterly progress reports is available on the Department of Health website. 

It is important to acknowledge, as well as the ongoing developments in the CervicalCheck 
programme and the National Screening Service, the implementation of many recommendations 
continues to have a wider impact on many areas of health policy and programme delivery. This 
includes the ongoing work of the National Screening Advisory Committee and the Women’s 
Health Taskforce, for example, as well as ongoing policy development around issues such as 
open disclosure, and patient and public participation in health policy development and imple-
mentation.  

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR00200Programme for Government

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR003003262. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to fulfil the 
Programme for Government commitment to support the CervicalCheck screening programme 
and promote the uptake of the HPV vaccine. [41104/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Programme for Government com-
mits to supporting the CervicalCheck Screening Programme and promoting the uptake of the 
HPV vaccine. To achieve this requires a well organised screening programme, combined with 
HPV vaccination for boys and girls, so that Ireland can look forward to a significant reduction 
in the incidence of cervical cancer cases over the next 10-20 years. 

The Programme for Government commits to fully implement the recommendations con-
tained in Dr Scally’s Report of the Scoping Inquiry, and all other reports into CervicalCheck.  In 
this regard, significant progress has been made in implementing the recommendations and asso-
ciated actions from Dr Scally’s report, across all themes and areas of work, by the Department 
of Health, the HSE and the National Cancer Registry Ireland. In addition, the CervicalCheck 
Steering Committee, chaired by Professor Anne Scott, and which includes representatives from 
221+ Group and patient advocates in its membership have a role in oversight of the implemen-
tation of the remaining recommendations.  At the end of Quarter 2 2021, 164 of the 170 ac-
tions, arising from 58 recommendations, are completed. Work is well underway in completing 



Questions - Written Answers

1486

the 6 remaining actions.  Since Quarter 1 2019, the Department of Health has been publishing 
quarterly progress reports on the implementation of the recommendations made in Dr Scally’s 
2018 report and the full archive and previous quarterly progress reports is available on the 
Department of Health website.  The Government approved €10 million in funding for Cancer 
Screening in 2021, this investment represents a real commitment to improving healthcare for 
the women of Ireland.  Details of the specific service improvements and investments are set out 
in the HSE National Service Plan 2021.   

In 2009, the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) recommended HPV (hu-
man papillomavirus) vaccination for all 12 to 13 year old girls to reduce their risk of develop-
ing cervical cancer when they are adults. In September 2010, the HPV vaccination programme 
was introduced for all girls in the first year of secondary school. The NIAC recommended 
that the HPV vaccine should also be given to boys. On foot of NIAC’s recommendation, my 
Department asked the Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) to undertake a health 
technology assessment (HTA) to establish the clinical and cost-effectiveness of extending the 
current immunisation programme to include boys in the first year of secondary school. HIQA 
completed the HTA in December 2018, recommending that the HPV immunisation programme 
be extended to include boys. A policy decision was made to extend the HPV immunisation 
programme to include boys. This started in September 2019 with the introduction of a 9-valent 
HPV vaccine.   

It is important to note that the schools-based immunisation programme for the 2019/2020 
academic year has been completed and the uptake rates for the HPV vaccine in that academic 
year are 82% for the first dose of the vaccine and 77% for the second dose. This is the highest 
uptake for the HPV vaccination programme since 2015/2016 and is particularly encouraging 
because it was the first year that boys were included in the programme and it shows that the 
provision of vaccine in community clinics did not adversely affect the uptake.   

The programme for the academic year 2020/2021 was paused during the first few months 
of 2021 due to school closures and redeployment of staff to the COVID-19 immunisation pro-
gramme. The inputting of uptake information for the schools-based programme has also been 
delayed due to redeployment of administrative staff. However, Community Healthcare Organi-
sations have reported that the vast majority of second level schools had their first dose of HPV 
vaccine delivered between October and December 2020.   

The uptake rate for the first dose of the HPV vaccine, in the 2020/2021 academic year, is 
67% as of the 12th May 2021, and this figure is expected to increase because data input on vac-
cine uptake is ongoing. The HSE expects the HPV vaccination programme for 2020/21 to be 
substantially complete before the start of the 2021/22 academic year.   

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR00500Programme for Government

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR006003263. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to fulfil 
the Programme for Government commitment to ensure that community services assign a case 
manager for older people with chronic conditions to assist them with accessing the care they 
need. [41105/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR00700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The HSE’s In-
tegrated Care Programme for Older People seeks to design systems that recognise and meet 
the complex healthcare needs of older people across the care journey. The Programme aims to 
ensure that older persons with long-term complex care needs will have access to a single point 
of contact, when needed.
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As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is ongoing, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR00800Programme for Government

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR009003264. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the steps he is taking to fulfil the 
Programme for Government commitment to develop the role of advanced nurse practitioners in 
older person services and chronic disease management. [41106/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The development of advanced nurse 
practitioner and advanced midwife practitioner roles has continued in line with the Policy on 
the Development of Graduate to Advanced Nursing and Midwifery Practice and with Sláintec-
are. 

I can confirm that there are now 58 Registered Advanced Nurse Practitioners (RANP) work-
ing in Older Persons Services, with a further 17 undertaking the education programme, Masters 
in Advanced Practice. 21 of these posts have been approved in the last year.

As the Deputy will be aware, Chronic Disease Management covers a broad range of services 
and I have included the  following conditions: Respiratory, Diabetes, Cardiovascular, Rheuma-
tology, Tissue viability, Chronic pain and MND. There are 82 RANP’s working across these 
services with an additional 29 candidates undertaking the education programme. 25 of these 
posts have been approved in the last year.

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR01100Home Care Packages

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR012003265. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of 
clearing home care package waiting lists. [41197/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point. 

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR01400Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR015003266. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost to 
hire 100 speech and language therapists, 100 psychologists, 100 occupational therapists and 
100 physiotherapists. [41198/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
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to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR01700Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR018003267. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated full year 
cost of employing all mental health staff to bring the public service up to recommended staffing 
levels recommended in Sharing the Vision: A Mental Health Policy for Everyone. [41199/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR02000Health Services

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR021003268. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost to 
clear assessment of needs waiting lists for children with autism and other additional needs. 
[41200/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR02300Health Services

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR024003269. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated full year 
cost of adding 1,000 acute beds to the hospital network. [41201/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR025003276. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated full year 
cost of adding 1,000 acute beds to the hospital network. [41208/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR026003280. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost full 
year cost of permanently increasing and fully staffing  and on a permanent basis the number of 
acute beds to get 85% occupancy in the hospital network. [41212/21]
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27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 3269, 
3276 and 3280 together.

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR02800Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR029003270. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated full year 
cost of hiring 4,000 new nurses on the pre-2011 rate of pay. [41202/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR03100Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR032003271. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated full year 
cost of hiring 500 consultants. [41203/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR03400Health Services

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR035003272. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated amount 
it will cost to maintain the pre-Covid19 levels of service provision across the health service in 
2022 in view of demographic changes and inflation and Covid-19. [41204/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR03600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My Department is engaging in ongoing 
dialogue with the HSE and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform in relation to 
the 2022 Estimates, and this process will include an analysis of the potential impact of demo-
graphic change, inflation and COVID-19. 
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These discussions are still progressing and until they are concluded it would not be appro-
priate for me to anticipate the outcome.   

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR03700Prescriptions Charges

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR038003273. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated full year 
cost to reduce prescription charges by €0.50. [41205/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The full year cost of reducing prescrip-
tion charges by €0.50c for those over 70 is estimated at €12.5m.

The full year cost of reducing prescription charges by €0.50c for those under 70 is estimated 
at €12.1m.

Therefore the total full year cost of reducing prescription charges for both cohorts is esti-
mated at €24.6m.  

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR04000Prescriptions Charges

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR041003274. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated full year 
cost to abolish prescription charges. [41206/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The cost to the State of abolishing pre-
scription charges is estimated at €61.2m.

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR04300Prescriptions Charges

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR044003275. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated full year 
cost of reducing the DPS threshold to €50 and €100, respectively. [41207/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to data only available through completion of a detailed analytical exercise, the Deputy is ad-
vised that the HSE is currently not in a position to provide such data by closing date for the Par-
liamentary Question. I am advised that due to the recent cyber-attack, the disruption to service 
is on-going, and the HSE will be in a position to provide material for response in due course. 
Once this data is received, my Department will forward same to the Deputy.

  Question No. 3276 answered with Question No. 3269.

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR04700Emergency Departments

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR048003277. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated full year 
cost of abolishing accident and emergency charges. [41209/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Normal patient activity has been affect-
ed due to the Covid-19 pandemic and as a result 2020 is not representative of normal services,  
and therefore the 2019 position would currently be the best representation of the likely costs 
associated with abolishing those service charges.

The Emergency Department charge is recorded by the HSE as an out-patient charge. In 2019 
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€20m was collected in Outpatient Charges from Acute Hospitals, which predominantly relates 
to Accident and Emergency charges. Therefore €20m is an approximate estimate of the full year 
cost of abolishing accident and emergency charges.

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR05000Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR051003278. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost to 
reinstate the 2008 dental treatment services scheme. [41210/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Dental Treatment Services Scheme 
(DTSS) provides dental care, free of charge to medical card holders aged 16 and over. These 
services are provided by independent dental practitioners who have a contract with the HSE. As 
part of Budget 2010 measures, the range of treatments provided under the Scheme was reduced 
in order to cap expenditure at the 2008 level of €63 million. The cost in 2021 of restoring treat-
ments which had been provided before 2010 would depend on a number of factors, including 
the underlying oral health of the population and the level of take-up of such services. 

The national approach to future oral health service provision will be informed by Smile agus 
Sláinte, the National Oral Health Policy, which was published in 2019. The aim of the policy is 
to develop a model of care that will enable preventative approaches to be prioritised, improve 
access, and support interventions appropriate to current and future oral health needs.

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR05300Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR054003279. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the number of mental 
health beds available in each CHO; and the number of persons waiting for mental health beds. 
[41211/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR05500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 3280 answered with Question No. 3269.

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR05700Health Services

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR058003281. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated full year 
cost of permanently increasing and fully staffing  and on a permanent basis to bring the level of 
ICU beds to 560 in the hospital network. [41213/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR05900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The cost of a critical care bed has sev-
eral determining factors. The HSE has advised that a new critical care bed will typically cost 
between €1m and €1.5m, depending on a variety of factors, including design, construction, 
equipping and all other associated capital costs.
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The HSE has advised that the average annual cost of running a critical care bed is estimated 
to be €747k, based on 2018 data. However, it should be noted that this figure includes costs for 
both ICU and HDU beds, with the ICU beds the more expensive of the two. 

Regarding plans to increase critical care capacity, as the Deputy may be aware, a Strategic 
Plan for Critical Care was noted by Government in December 2020. This Plan aims to increase 
capacity from a baseline of 255 in 2020 to 321 by end-2021, and to 446 in the longer term, fully 
addressing the recommendations of the Health Service Capacity Review. Funding of €52m 
provided for 2021 will see the 40 beds provided in 2020 retained permanently and a further 26 
added, to bring permanent baseline capacity to 321 by the end of 2021.  The HSE has advised 
that 42 of these 66 beds are now in place, bringing baseline capacity to 297, with the number 
open on any particular day fluctuating as a result of a variety of factors.  

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR06000Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR061003282. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated full year 
cost of the current levels of nursing home care provided through the public health system. 
[41214/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR06200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR06300Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR064003283. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated full year 
cost of the subsidies paid to private nursing homes. [41215/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR06500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as Fair Deal, is a system of financial 
support for people who require long-term residential care. Participants contribute to the cost of 
their care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost. The Scheme 
aims to ensure that long-term residential care is accessible and affordable for everyone, and that 
people are cared for in the most appropriate settings. 

Participants in the Scheme contribute up to 80% of their assessable income, such as their 
pension, and a maximum of 7.5% per annum of the value of assets held, such as their principal 
private residence or cash assets (these values are halved if the applicant is part of a couple). 

The capital value of an individual’s principal private residence is only included in the fi-
nancial assessment for the first three years of their time in care. This is known as the three-year 
cap, which is intended to protect the value of a principal private residence, along with the other 
safeguards built into the Financial Assessment which ensure that:

- Nobody will pay more than the actual cost of care;

- A participant will keep a personal allowance of 20% of their income or 20% of the maxi-
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mum rate of the State Pension (Non-Contributory), whichever is the greater, and;

- If a participant has a spouse or partner remaining at home, they will be left with 50% of 
the couple’s income or the maximum rate of the State Pension (Non-Contributory), whichever 
is the greater.

All cash assets are included in the financial assessment, subject to the general assets deduct-
ible amount.

The NHSS is expected to support approximately 22,500-23,000 people at any one time in 
2021, with a budget of €1.04bn. Although it has seen significant increases in the last number of 
years, the NHSS budget saw a small reduction in 2021 due to an expected reduction in resident 
numbers. This budget covers both private and public nursing homes. In 2020 private nursing 
homes received €680.2m in state funding through the NHSS, out of a total budget of €1.07 bn.

Private nursing homes have also been supported through the Temporary Assistance Pay-
ment or TAPS over the course of the COVID-19 pandemic. The TAPS was originally set up 
to cover the period of April, May and June 2020. It was then further extended until the end of 
September 2020. Following this, the Government document ‘Resilience and Recovery 2020-
2021: Plan for Living with COVID-19’ committed to the further extension of the Scheme. The 
Scheme continued to support nursing homes to the end of June 2021.

The total amount of support available through the scheme from March 2020 to June 2021 
was €134.5 million:

- TAPS was extended to the end of 2020 which provided for a total value of TAPS to the end 
of 2020 of €92.5m.

- The further extension of TAPS for the first 6 months of 2021 was allocated funding of 
€42m.

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR06600Nursing Homes

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR067003284. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated full year 
cost of the fair deal scheme. [41216/21]

27/07/2021WRRRRRRRR06800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme (NHSS), commonly referred to as ‘Fair Deal’, is a system of financial 
support for people who require long-term residential care. Participants contribute to the cost of 
their care according to their means while the State pays the balance of the cost. The Scheme 
aims to ensure that long-term residential care is accessible and affordable for everyone, and that 
people are cared for in the most appropriate settings.

Participants in the Scheme contribute up to 80% of their assessable income, such as their 
pension, and a maximum of 7.5% per annum of the value of assets held, such as their principal 
private residence or cash assets (these values are halved if the applicant is part of a couple). 

The capital value of an individual’s principal private residence is only included in the fi-
nancial assessment for the first three years of their time in care. This is known as the three-year 
cap, which is intended to protect the value of a principal private residence, along with the other 
safeguards built into the Financial Assessment which ensure that:

- Nobody will pay more than the actual cost of care;
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- A participant will keep a personal allowance of 20% of their income or 20% of the maxi-
mum rate of the State Pension (Non-Contributory), whichever is the greater, and;

- If a participant has a spouse or partner remaining at home, they will be left with 50% of 
the couple’s income or the maximum rate of the State Pension (Non-Contributory), whichever 
is the greater.

All cash assets are included in the financial assessment, subject to the general assets deduct-
ible amount.

The NHSS is expected to support approximately 22,500-23,000 people at any one time in 
2021, with a budget of €1.04bn. Although it has seen significant increases in the last number of 
years, the NHSS budget saw a small reduction in 2021 due to an expected reduction in resident 
numbers.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS00200Health Services

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS003003285. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated full year 
cost of subsidies paid to the private hospital network. [41217/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The National Treatment Purchase Fund 
(NTPF) and the HSE make arrangements with private hospitals to obtain services on behalf of 
public patients, as necessary. 

Currently the NTPF is undertaking work with both public and private hospitals for patients 
on waiting lists for Inpatient/Daycase procedures, outpatient appointments and GI scopes. The 
full year costs of using the private hospitals under this arrangement will depend on their actual 
usage and it is therefore not possible to give a full year cost at this stage.

As part of the response to the additional pressures arising from the Covid-19 pandemic the 
HSE has put in place a Safety Net agreement with all 18 private hospitals to provide additional 
hospital capacity. The agreement allows the HSE to access capacity in the private hospitals de-
pending on certain metrics in relation to community infections levels; level of hospitalisation of 
patients with Covid-19 and the number of patients in ICU beds with Covid-19 being triggered.  
The agreement is valid for 12 months from the end of January 2021 and is a standard agreement 
for all the hospitals.  As a result of the thresholds being met the agreement was in operation 
from January to Mid-May. Full year costs associated with the Safety Net will be contingent on 
any future triggering of the agreement it is therefore not possible to estimate these costs at this 
point in time.

Following a procurement process outside of the Safety Net arrangement, as part of the Ac-
cess to Care Fund the HSE has established two panels which will allow it to secure access as 
required to additional acute services and diagnostics from private providers.  This is required 
to address some of the anticipated shortfalls in capacity arising from Covid-19 measures over 
the next two years, as well as the effects of the recent ransomware attack. The final amount al-
located for this purpose will be dependent on the actual take up by the private hospitals under 
the tender arrangement. 

In view of the above it is therefore not possible to give a final estimate of the costs associ-
ated with these initiatives at present. 

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS00500Health Services Staff
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27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS006003286. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the number of public 
health consultants in the employ of the public health service; and the estimated full year cost of 
employing them. [41219/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS00800Health Services Staff

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS009003287. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health the estimated full year 
cost of staffing all public health teams to the same level as in the public health service in Scot-
land. [41220/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 3288 answered with Question No. 3014.

  Question No. 3289 answered with Question No. 2610.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS01300Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS014003290. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health his Department’s strategy 
for the specific allocation and utilisation of resources to tackle mental health issues in County 
Meath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41268/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS01600Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS017003291. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health his Department’s strategy 
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for the specific allocation and utilisation of resources to tackle mental health issues in County 
Westmeath; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41269/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS01800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS01900Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS020003292. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of persons who 
sought help from mental health services in each county, by age and gender in each of the years 
2015 to 2020, in tabular form.; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41270/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS02200Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS023003293. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the amount spent by his De-
partment on mental health services in each county in each of the years 2015 to 2020, in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41271/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS02400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS02500Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS026003294. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health his Department’s plans to 
tackle waiting lists for persons needing mental health services in County Meath; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [41272/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS02700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 



27 July 2021

1497

of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS02800Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS029003295. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health his Department’s plans to 
tackle waiting lists for persons needing mental health services in County Westmeath; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [41273/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS03000Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS03100Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS032003296. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of persons cur-
rently waiting on appointments with a therapist in the mental health services in County Meath; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41274/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS03300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS03400Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS035003297. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of persons current-
ly waiting on appointments with a therapist in the mental health services in County Westmeath; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41275/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
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advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS03700Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS038003298. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of patients on cur-
rent waiting lists for mental health services in each county in tabular form; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [41276/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS03900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS04000Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS041003299. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the arrangements for the en-
forcement of the regulations in respect of indoor hospitality; the details of the role to be played 
by An Garda Síochána, the environmental health officers and the health and safety inspectors; 
the specific additional resources which will be provided to these agencies; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [41277/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Act 1947 (Sections 31AB 
and 31AD) (Covid-19) (Operation of certain indoor premises) Regulations 2021 (S.I. No. 385 
of 2021) provides for the reopening of indoor hospitality from 26th July 2021.  

The Health Service Executive (HSE) and the Health and Safety Authority (HSA) have been 
named as relevant bodies under the Health (Amendment) (No. 2) Act 2021 (No. 24 of 2021). 
Section 31AD(1) of this Act allows for these bodies to designate compliance officers.  

Compliance officers are empowered to carry out checks to determine whether the indoor 
operator is complying with the regulations.  Compliance officers also have the power to inform 
An Garda Síochána of failures to comply with the regulations as well as the power to take the 
matter to the Courts if necessary. However, it must be emphasised that the primary objective 
is to encourage compliance with the regulations  to ensure that hospitality can reopen in a safe 
manner, and most importantly that it can remain open. It is also important to remember that 
while the HSE and HSA have a role in verifying compliance, the operators of indoor hospitality 
businesses have a key role in enabling and supporting the safe operation of the system and I am 
confident that the vast majority of operators will approach matters on this basis.  

The HSE Environmental Health Service is continuing to carry out additional activities/func-
tions associated with the COVID-19 pandemic through existing resources, on a risk priority 
basis.  

The Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment advises me that the HSA 
will utilise its existing cohort of inspectors to carry out its role under the regulations. The HSA 
is currently progressing a recruitment campaign to increase the number of staff in inspector 
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roles, with additional inspectors having already joined the HSA in the last month.   

The Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sports and Media has advised me that 
Fáilte Ireland has produced detailed updated guidelines for the tourism and hospitality sector 
to coincide with the re-opening of indoor hospitality and has also developed support materials 
for hospitality businesses to communicate with their customers, which are available on their 
website. In addition, Fáilte Ireland continues to operate its COVID safety charter. Businesses 
who sign up to this voluntary charter are subject to spot checks by Fáilte Ireland to confirm that 
the business is complying with all public health protocols and Government Guidelines and that 
all employees have undertaken infection prevention control training. 

  Question No. 3300 answered with Question No. 2346.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS04400Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS045003301. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the reason the statement that 
there is currently no strong evidence to suggest that SARS-CoV-2 is spread through airborne 
transmission remains on the HSE website; and if he will ensure that it is replaced by accurate 
guidance without further delay. [41282/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the Health Service Executive to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible. 

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS04700Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS048003302. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the details of the ventilation 
guidance and regulations applying to the hospitality industry; the requirement in respect of CO2 
monitors and the arrangements for enforcement in this regard. [41283/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS04900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is the responsibility of individual 
Government Departments to  provide sector-specific COVID-19 advice on ventilation as per 
their respective remits. In this instance the provision of guidance for the hospitality sector is a 
matter for the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media and I suggest 
that the Deputy direct questions accordingly.

While it remains the responsibility of individual Government Departments to  provide sec-
tor-specific COVID-19 advice on ventilation, the Health Protection Surveillance Centre (HPSC) 
has published Guidance on Non-Healthcare Building Ventilation during COVID-19, that may 
be of interest to the Deputy more generally. The Guidance provides broad recommendations 
and information, based on the literature, for commercial and public buildings that may be used 
in the development of sector specific guidance: 

www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/infectionprevention-
andcontrolguidance/buildingsandfacilitiesguidance/#d.en.20148 

The reports of the Expert Group on the Role of Ventilation are also available to support the 
development of sector specific guidance by other Government departments:

www.gov.ie/en/publication/aa43c-exper- group-on-the-role-of-ventilation-in-reducing-
transmission-of-covid-19/

For convenience I have also provided details of guidance published by other Departments 
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and their agencies, questions related to any of the published guidance below should be directed 
to the appropriate Government Department:

- Education sector:

- www.hpsc.ie/a-z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/educationguidance/
Guidance%20on%20non%20HCbuilding%20ventilation%20during%20COVID-19.pdf

- www.gov.ie/en/publication/ad236-guidance-on-ventilation-in-schools

- Workplaces, Businesses (including hospitality), Retails Settings, and Shopping Centres:

- A revised Work Safely Protocol (previously the Return to Work Protocol) was published 
on 14th May 2021 as a collaborative effort between employers and employees, which was led 
by the Departments of Enterprise, Trade and Employment and Health, with the support of the 
Health and Safety Authority (HSA) and with significant input by public health from the Health 
Service Executive (HSE). The revised Protocol incorporates the current advice on the Public 
Health measures needed to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in the community and workplaces 
including enhanced detail on ventilation: www.gov.ie/en/publication/bb7fd-work-safely-proto-
col/

- www.nsai.ie/images/uploads/general/NSAI-COVID19-Retail-Guidelines-13012021.
pdf or www.nsai.ie/images/uploads/general/NSAI-COVID19-Shopping-Centre-Guide-
lines-13012021.pdf

- Fáilte Ireland: Overview Guidelines to Reopening - failtecdn.azureedge.net/failteireland/
Overview-Guidelines-to-Re-opening.pdf

- Fáilte Ireland: Guidelines for Reopening Restaurants and Cafes failtecdn.azureedge.net/
failteireland/Guidelines-for-Re-opening-Restaurants-and-Cafes.pdf

- Fáilte Ireland: Guidelines for Reopening Hotels and Guesthouses - failtecdn.azureedge.
net/failteireland/Guidelines-for-Re-opening-Hotels-and-Guesthouses.pdf

- There is als- additional guidance on Gov.ie and on the HSE website which outlines the 
importance of ventilation in households, this can be found here:

- www.gov.ie/en/publication/472f64-covid-19-coronavirus-guidance-and-advice/ to www2.
hse.ie/conditions/coronavirus/how-coronavirus-is-spread.html

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS05000Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS051003303. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the time period required to 
elapse after each vaccine after which a person is considered fully vaccinated; if this is two-
weeks for all vaccines or if there is variation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41292/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS05200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The four European Medicines Agency 
approved vaccines have specific definitions for when a person is considered fully vaccinated. 
It is essential that all individuals receive the full course of vaccination, as per the vaccination 
schedule if they are to be fully protected. 

The following table sets out the definition of ‘fully vaccinated’;
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A full course of any one of the following vaccines Regarded as fully vaccinated after

2 doses of Pfizer-BioNtech Vaccine: BNT162b2 (Comirnaty®) 7 days

2 doses of Moderna Vaccine: CX-024414 (Moderna®) 14 days

2 doses of Oxford-AstraZeneca Vaccine: ChAdOx1-SARS-COV-2 
(Vaxzevria® or Covishield)

15 days

1 dose of Johnson & Johnson/Janssen Vaccine: Ad26.COV2-S 
[recombinant] (Janssen®)

14 days

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS05300Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS054003304. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the repercussions for hospi-
tals that ignore HSE guidelines in respect of maternity restrictions; if such behaviour will go 
unchecked to the continued detriment of mothers and their partners; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [41305/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS05500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS05600Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS057003305. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the waiting lists 
for CAMHS split into CHOs specifying the circumstances in which persons have been waiting 
over 1, 3, 6, 12 and 18 months respectively. [41311/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS05800Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS05900Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS060003306. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the waiting 
lists for all national counselling service options respectively split into CHOs specifying the 
circumstances in which persons have been waiting over 1, 3, 6, 12 and 18 months respectively. 
[41312/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS06100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
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hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS06200Suicide Incidence

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS063003307. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health his plans to improve the collec-
tion, availability and communication to the public of data relating to suicide and self-harm 
incidences given recent misleading claims around these figures; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41314/21]

27/07/2021WRSSSSSSS06400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT00200Mental Health Services

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT003003308. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Health his plans to provide additional 
post-lockdown mental health supports to assist persons who suffered with isolation and other 
negative effects during this difficult period as well as those who are grieving the loss of loved 
ones or dealing with significant health impact from Covid-19 infection. [41315/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): While there is no 
doubt that Covid-19 has posed significant challenges, including isolation, bereavement, anxiety 
and loss of income and work for many, we do not yet fully understand the impact of Covid-19 
on mental health and subsequent demand on services. A negative mental health outcome from 
the pandemic is not inevitable, if we respond in a cohesive manner.

Since the pandemic started, mental health services have responded rapidly, continuing to 
deliver supports in the safest possible way throughout the country. The HSE and the Depart-
ment continue to plan for any surge in demand for mental health services and supports as it 
arises. The HSE have service surge capacity plans in place, including access to acute beds in 
the private sector.

The HSE has a range of proactive responses for any rise in mental health service needs. In 
2020, an additional €2.2 million was allocated to develop telehealth and psychosocial responses 
to Covid-19. 

Telehealth services are now fully established including YourMentalHealth.ie, which offers 
a wealth of information on mental health supports and coping with difficult situations during 
Covid-19; the information line 1800 111 888, the crisis textline, 50808 and NGO online sup-
ports such as MyMind, Turn2Me, Jigsaw and many others. ALONE, in collaboration with the 
Department of Health and HSE, is also running a national support line which is open Monday 
to Friday, 8am-8pm at 0818 222 024.

The HSE Psychosocial Framework, published in January 2021, builds on a range of sup-
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ports introduced last year in response to Covid-19, including self-help and psychological first 
aid supports for staff. The Framework acknowledges the impact of the pandemic on mental 
health in all areas of society and identifies priority groups, including health care workers and 
people bereaved due to Covid-19. The framework provides a cohesive, coordinated, consistent 
and collaborative whole-of-population approach to the provision of mental health services and 
supports across 5 key levels from mental health promotion to specialist supports. 

I would also like to draw your attention to the Government well-being campaigns to pro-
mote physical and mental wellbeing in the safest possible ways. The Covid-19 pandemic and 
the associated restrictions have challenged society, especially in the area of human interaction 
and connectedness.  As part of our response to these challenges, the Department of Health has 
provided guidance and support for people to manage both their physical and mental wellbeing 
and to stay connected. This guidance has been provided through public health information cam-
paigns and through information networks including key organisations working with vulnerable 
people. 

Following on from the “In This Together”, campaign, in November 2020 the Department of 
Health launched the “Keep Well” campaign, with €7 million allocated to support the delivery 
of a range of actions and support services.

This campaign encourages us all to do something that is good for us each day or week, 
like going for a walk, connecting safely with friends or family, engaging in a hobby or reach-
ing out for the supports that we may need. By doing so, we are more likely to create balance, 
routine and resilience. The campaign is focused on five main themes, which include Minding 
your Mood and Staying Connected, which address challenges to mental wellbeing and isolation 
respectively. 

Furthermore, it is envisaged that all aspects of mental health services will be improved and 
developed, through the implementation of the national mental health policy Sharing the Vi-
sion (launched June, 2020) and commitments set out in the HSE National Service Plan 2021. 
Sharing the Vision aims to enhance the provision of mental health services and supports across 
a broad continuum from mental health promotion, prevention and early intervention to acute 
and specialist mental health service delivery, during the period 2020-2030. The NIMC Steering 
Committee, tasked with overseeing the implementation of Sharing the Vision and chaired by 
Mr John Saunders, was established in December 2020.  The work of the Steering Committee is 
progressing.

I secured an additional €50 million for mental health services in 2021, bringing the annual 
budget to in excess of €1.1 billion. €23 million of this additional funding is dedicated to com-
mencing implementation of many of the short-term recommendations of Sharing the Vision 
while €15 million is allocated to address additional challenges posed by Covid-19. 

Earlier this year, the Taoiseach announced additional funding for mental health for proposed 
cross-governmental and inter-agency initiatives to meet evolving demands for mental health 
arising from Covid-19, including those relating to young people. This will cover, for example, 
promoting positive mental health, increasing awareness of the wide range of supports avail-
able, and improving signposting to these services and supports. The Department of Health is at 
present progressing the details of this new initiative, including consultation with other relevant 
stakeholders in the health and education sectors.

I would like to assure the Deputy that I, along with the Government as a whole, remain fully 
committed to enhancing the provision of mental health services nationally.
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27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT00500Dental Services 

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT006003309. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Health the status of the request for an 
appointment (detail supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41328/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I asked the Dublin Dental Hospital to 
investigate this matter and they have advised that the patient has an appointment this week.

Question No. 3310 withdrawn.

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT00800Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT009003311. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the breakdown of the 
monthly financial cost of the Covid-19 vaccination programme in Ireland from January 2021 to 
date; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41333/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The overall initial funding allocation 
for the COVID-19 vaccination programme, and related expenditure approval, is for a total of 
€200m for 2021. The core responsibility for the operational delivery of the vaccination pro-
gramme lies with the HSE, which provides detailed estimates of the gross cost of implementa-
tion to my Department.

While the cyber-attack has had some impact on data reporting systems, the latest figures 
available from June indicate an estimated expenditure of approximately €174m. It is envisaged 
that the overall costs associated with the implementation of the vaccination programme will be 
significantly in excess of the €200m already allocated. My Department will continue to work 
closely with the HSE and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, to ensure cost-
effectiveness in the context of the Covid-19 vaccination roll-out.

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT01100Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT012003312. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the estimated cost of the 
vaccination rollout in Ireland in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41334/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The overall initial funding allocation 
for the COVID-19 vaccination programme, and related expenditure approval, is for a total of 
€200m for 2021. The core responsibility for the operational delivery of the vaccination pro-
gramme lies with the HSE, which provides detailed estimates of the gross cost of implementa-
tion to my Department. 

While the cyber-attack has had some impact on data reporting systems, the latest figures 
available from June indicate an estimated expenditure of approximately €174m. It is envisaged 
that the overall costs associated with the implementation of the vaccination programme will be 
significantly in excess of the €200m already allocated. My Department will continue to work 
closely with the HSE and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, to ensure cost-
effectiveness in the context of the Covid-19 vaccination roll-out.

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT01400Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT015003313. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
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Question No. 37 of 13 July 2021, the legal supports that are in place for persons making claims 
against the State for injuries associated with the Covid-19 vaccine; the mechanisms that are in 
place for the covering of costs and the payment of such claims; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41335/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Deputy is advised that there are no 
plans at present for the introduction in Ireland of a COVID-19 specific vaccine compensation 
scheme.

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT01700Vaccination Programme

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT018003314. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 37 of 13 July 2021, the status of the development of proposals regarding the es-
tablishment of a vaccine compensation scheme; the timeline for the completion of these propos-
als; the details of the person or body that is developing these proposals; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [41336/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In June 2018, the Government agreed to 
the establishment of the expert group to review the management of clinical negligence claims. 
It was chaired by the High Court judge, Mr. Justice Charles Meenan. The expert group exam-
ined the system from the perspective of the person who has made the claim to explore if there 
is a better way to deal effectively, yet more sensitively, with certain cases.  

Mr. Justice Meenan submitted the final report on the current system for managing clinical 
negligence claims to the then Minister for Health and Minister for Justice in January 2020, prior 
to the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. The Government subsequently published the Meenan 
report in December 2020. One of the report’s recommendations is that a compensation scheme 
be established. 

On foot of a request from my Department, the Health Research Board, HRB, carried out 
an evidence review on the vaccine injury redress programme in other jurisdictions, which was 
completed in March 2019. The expert group’s report, in addition to the HRB’s evidence review, 
and consultation with other Departments and relevant State agencies will inform the develop-
ment of proposals regarding the establishment of a compensation scheme, including the need 
for primary legislation, and work to advance policy development in this regard is under way in 
the Department. 

There are no plans at present for the introduction in Ireland of a COVID-19 specific vaccine 
compensation scheme.

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT02000Legislative Measures

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT021003315. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce 
adult safeguarding legislation to prevent abuse and neglect of adults wherever it occurs; the 
legislative timeframe for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41338/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Safeguarding adults at risk of abuse, 
harm and neglect by others in the context of their interactions with the health sector is a key 
objective of the Department of Health, every statutory body under its aegis, and every health 
and social care service that interacts with such adults. In the health sector, a framework of 
standards, policies and procedures for safeguarding adults who may be at risk of abuse, harm, 
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neglect, and exploitation within the sector is in place, and further measures are being developed 
to strengthen this framework. The framework includes:

- joint national adult safeguarding standards developed by HIQA and the Mental Health 
Commission, approved by the Minister for Health and launched in 2019;

- the significant inspection and other regulatory powers of HIQA and the Mental Health 
Commission in relation to the quality and safety of healthcare and social care provision gener-
ally (under the Health Act 2007 and the Mental Health Acts); 

- the HSE’s national operational adult safeguarding policy Safeguarding Vulnerable People 
at Risk of Abuse – Policy and Procedures (2014), which is in place primarily in all HSE and 
HSE-funded social care settings, and

- a range of structures and processes established by the HSE to support and further develop 
its national operational adult safeguarding policy, including 9 social work-led Safeguarding and 
Protection Teams, a

- National Safeguarding Office providing policy direction and training, and a planned revi-
sion of the operational policy which will expand the policy outside of its current social care 
remit to all HSE and HSE-funded services.

To strengthen this framework, my Department is currently developing a national policy on 
adult safeguarding in the health and social care sector. This national sectoral policy will be in 
place in all private, voluntary, and public health and social care settings and services and will 
be underpinned by any legislation that may be required. 

In common with other projects, there has been some degree of disruption arising from my 
Department’s and the wider health system’s lead role in responding to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. However, significant policy development work has been undertaken to date, and my 
Department, assisted by a high-level Steering Group has now completed the key stakeholder 
consultation and primary evidence development phases of this major and complex policy proj-
ect. The Department is now preparing for a public consultation exercise and costing study with 
a view to submitting a costed draft policy to Government for approval during 2021 and, will 
thereafter, prepare any legislation required to underpin the approved policy.

  Question No. 3316 answered with Question No. 2693.

  Question No. 3317 answered with Question No. 2693.

  Question No. 3318 answered with Question No. 2693.

  Question No. 3319 answered with Question No. 2693.

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT02700Health Strategies

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT028003320. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health his plans for a new Na-
tional Cardiovascular Health Strategy in view of the fact that previous strategy expired in 2019; 
the timeline for the new strategy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41343/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The cardiovascular policy, “Changing 
Cardiovascular Health 2010-2019”, built on the first national cardiovascular health strategy, en-
titled “Building Healthier Hearts” (Department of Health 1999). The reorganisation of care was 
reflected in the national cardiovascular strategy in 2010 which proposed the centralisation of 
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cardiovascular services in order to maximise access, expertise and population coverage which 
formed part of the consideration of the current National Review of Specialist Cardiac Services.

The National Review of Specialist Cardiac Services with specific terms of reference is cog-
nisant of recommendations in the Changing Cardiovascular Health 2010 – 2019. 

The National Review of Specialist Cardiac Services commenced in January 2018 with Pro-
fessor Phillip Nolan as Chair of the Steering Group. This Review aims to achieve optimal 
patient outcomes at population level with particular emphasis on the safety, quality and sustain-
ability of the services that patients receive by establishing the need for an optimal configuration 
of a national adult cardiac service. This aligns with the Sláintecare reform programme. The 
National Review of Specialist Cardiac Services is a key enabler for future policy and its recom-
mendations will inform the future provision of services.  

While substantial progress has been made on the Review, the COVID-19 Pandemic has 
impacted on the progress of the review, as the Chair has played a key role in the national CO-
VID-19 response, both as a member of the NPHET and Chair of the Irish Epidemiological 
Modelling Advisory Group. Work is now underway to progress the Review to completion over 
the coming months.

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT03000Disease Management

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT031003321. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health his plans to introduce a 
national registry of heart valve disease to include data from public and private hospitals; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [41344/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The management of heart valve disease 
is a specialists cardiac service. The National Review of Specialist Cardiac Services is a key 
enabler for future policy and its recommendations will inform the future provision of services. 

The National Review of Specialist Cardiac Services commenced in January 2018 with Pro-
fessor Phillip Nolan as Chair of the Steering Group. This Review aims to achieve optimal 
patient outcomes at population level with particular emphasis on the safety, quality and sustain-
ability of the services that patients receive by establishing the need for an optimal configuration 
of a national adult cardiac service. This aligns with the Sláintecare reform programme.    

While substantial progress has been made on the Review, the COVID-19 Pandemic has 
impacted on the progress of the review, as the Chair has played a key role in the national CO-
VID-19 response, both as a member of the NPHET and Chair of the Irish Epidemiological 
Modelling Advisory Group. Work is now underway to progress the Review to completion over 
the coming months.   

As part of the response to this Parliamentary Question relates to service delivery it is a 
matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently 
unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-
attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service 
is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. 
Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide 
responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT03300Health Services Staff
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27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT034003322. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the number of cardiac 
physiologists currently employed in Ireland; the number of cardiac physiologists employed in 
Galway city and county; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41345/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT03600Hospital Waiting Lists

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT037003323. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the number of patients on 
waiting lists for echocardiography services across primary care in Galway city and county in 
tabular form; of the number of these patients waiting 3, 6, 9, 12 and 18 months and 2, 3 and 4+ 
years; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41346/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT03900Hospital Equipment

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT040003324. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the number of echocar-
diogram machines in Galway city and county including in acute hospitals and primary care; the 
location of these machines; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41347/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 3325 answered with Question No. 2291.

  Question No. 3326 answered with Question No. 3179.

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT04400Health Services
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27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT045003327. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Health the analysis his Depart-
ment has carried out into the reasons for and consequences of the ongoing closure of respite ser-
vices in Galway city and county; if any impact assessment has been carried out in this regard; 
when these essential respite services will be fully restored; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [41350/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT04600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 3328 answered with Question No. 1423.

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT04750Parliamentary Questions

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT047753329. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health the reason Parliamentary 
Questions are not being responded to in cases in which questions require simple answers from 
him; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41352/21]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Department of Health endeavours 
always to answer all parliamentary questions submitted to it in a timely and comprehensive 
manner.

  The Deputy will be aware that the Department and HSE were hit by a cyberattack in May 
of this year.  This criminal assault on our ICT infrastructure created difficulties in processing 
PQs and that the Department has been working consistently to resolve the backlogs that arose 
as a result and to minimise delays.  

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT04800Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT049003330. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of wom-
en waiting for BreastCheck appointments by hospital in tabular form. [41364/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT05000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT05100Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT052003331. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of wom-
en waiting for BreastCheck appointments by hospital for less than 3, 3 to 6, 6 to 9, 9 to 12, 12 
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to 18, 18 to 24 and over 24 months, respectively in tabular form. [41365/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT05300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT05400Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT055003332. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of per-
sons waiting for an appointment to access a sexual health clinic by hospital in tabular form. 
[41370/21]

27/07/2021WRTTTTTTT05600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): The CO-
VID-19 pandemic has led to an unprecedented interruption to normal healthcare activity in 
2020/2021, affecting the provision of all healthcare services, including public STI clinics. 

Over the last year, public STI services have re-configured services, establishing online 
booking systems and providing virtual appointments, in order to support service provision in 
line with social distancing and infection prevention control requirements resulting from the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Public STI clinics have prioritised those with symptoms and who require treatment, in order 
to treat active infections and minimise onward transmission. The GMHS website and other re-
sources such as www.man2man.ie and www.sexualwellbeing.ie are regularly updated to reflect 
current service delivery and to signpost users to the HSE list of approved STI and PrEP services. 

The HSE is continuing to progress a number of initiatives that aim to reduce the level of 
HIV and STIs nationally and improve access to services for those in need as follows: 

- The promotion of safer sex messages to the public via a range of social media platforms 
including Twitter, Facebook and Instagram. 

- During the pandemic, the public has been advised about STI clinic restrictions and encour-
aged to consider safer sexual practices to reduce the risk of HIV and STI transmission.  

- Guidance has been issued around sex and COVID-19 which advised the public to limit 
numbers of partners to reduce transmission of HIV/STIs as well as COVID-19 during the pan-
demic.   

- Those who are symptomatic are advised to contact a clinic directly for an emergency ap-
pointment.  

- Condoms are freely available to NGO partners and service providers via the National Con-
dom Distribution (NCDS) service. 

- A number of NGOs have established postal services to make condoms and lubricant acces-
sible to service-users throughout the pandemic while venues were closed.  

- Free rapid HIV testing is available in Dublin, Cork, Galway and Limerick through commu-
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nity NGO partners HIV Ireland, Sexual Health Centre Cork, Sexual Health West and GOSHH. 
NGO partners have adapted their services and are currently providing free rapid HIV testing 
from their offices or alternative venues.   

- STI/HIV testing is currently available through a HSE home STI testing pilot project in 
Dublin, Wicklow, Kildare, Cork and Kerry (funded by the Sláintecare Integration Fund). 

With regard to the detailed information sought by the Deputy, as this relates to operational 
issues, this Parliamentary Question is a matter for the HSE. 

However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU00200Hospital Appointments Status

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU003003333. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of per-
sons waiting for an appointment for the GUM or STD clinic in the South Infirmary Victoria 
University Hospital in Cork. [41371/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU004003334. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health the number of per-
sons waiting for an appointment for the GUM or STD clinic in the South Infirmary Victoria 
University Hospital in Cork for less than 1, 1 to 2, 2 to 4 weeks and 1 to 2, 3 to 4, 4 to 6, and 
over 6 months, respectively. [41372/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU00500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 3333 and 3334 together.

With regard to the detailed information sought by the Deputy, as this relates to operational 
issues, these Parliamentary Questions are a matter for the HSE.

However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point. 

I can say, however, that the COVID-19 pandemic has led to an unprecedented interruption 
to normal healthcare activity in 2020/2021, affecting the provision of all healthcare services, 
including public sexually transmitted infection (STI) clinics.

Over the last year, public STI services have re-configured services, establishing online 
booking systems and providing virtual appointments, in order to support service provision in 
line with social distancing and infection prevention control requirements resulting from the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Public STI clinics have prioritised those with symptoms and who require treatment, in order 
to treat active infections and minimise onward transmission. The Gay Men’s Health Service 
(GMHS) website and other resources such as www.man2man.ie and www.sexualwellbeing.ie 
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are regularly updated to reflect current service delivery and to signpost users to the HSE list of 
approved STI and pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) services.

The HSE is continuing to progress a number of initiatives that aim to reduce the level of 
HIV and STIs nationally and improve access to services for those in need as follows:

- The promotion of safer sex messages to the public via a range of social media platforms 
including Twitter, Facebook and Instagram.

- During the pandemic, the public has been advised about STI clinic restrictions and encour-
aged to consider safer sexual practices to reduce the risk of HIV and STI transmission.

- Guidance has been issued around sex and COVID-19 which advised the public to limit 
numbers of partners to reduce transmission of HIV/STIs as well as COVID-19 during the pan-
demic.

- Those who are symptomatic are advised to contact a clinic directly for an emergency ap-
pointment.

- Condoms are freely available to NGO partners and service providers via the National Con-
dom Distribution (NCDS) service.

- A number of NGOs have established postal services to make condoms and lubricant acces-
sible to service-users throughout the pandemic while venues were closed.

- Free rapid HIV testing is available in Dublin, Cork, Galway and Limerick through com-
munity NGO partners HIV Ireland, Sexual Health Centre Cork, Sexual Health West and GOS-
HH (Gender.Orientation.Sexual Health.HIV). NGO partners have adapted their services and 
are currently providing free rapid HIV testing from their offices or alternative venues.

- STI/HIV testing is currently available through a HSE home STI testing pilot project in 
Dublin, Wicklow, Kildare, Cork and Kerry (funded by the Sláintecare Integration Fund).

  Question No. 3334 answered with Question No. 3333.

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU00700Disability Services

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU008003335. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health the reason children with ad-
ditional needs living in the Dublin Central and North Dublin area are experiencing significant 
delays in receiving disability services such as physiotherapy, occupational therapy, speech and 
language therapy and psychology. [41375/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU00900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU01000Disability Services
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27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU011003336. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health the length of time disability 
reconfiguration processes have been going on in the areas covered by CHO9 and CHO7; the 
reason for such delays given the reconfiguration process began long before the public health 
emergency began in 2020; and the timelines as to when services will resume. [41376/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU01200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU01300Disability Services

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU014003337. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive disability services recommended as a result of an assessment of needs com-
pleted in 2018. [41377/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU01500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU01700Abortion Services

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU019003338. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health if undocumented persons or 
those without a PPS number can access abortion services; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [41378/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU018003339. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health if persons from Northern Ire-
land are able to access abortion services without a PPS number; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [41379/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 3338 
and 3339 together.

Sections 26 to 28 of the Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 provide 
universal access to termination of pregnancy services for people who are ordinarily resident in 
the State (i.e., services are provided free of charge).  

Women – from both within and outside the State - may also access the service on a private 
(i.e., fee-paying) basis, should they so choose.   

The Annual Report on Notifications, published under section 20 (3) of the Act, provides 
information on the county or place of residence of the woman accessing termination of preg-
nancy. In 2020, the data showed that Northern Ireland was the place of residence notified in 
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36 cases, while 8 notifications recorded the place of residence as another location outside of 
Ireland.

  Question No. 3339 answered with Question No. 3338.

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU02100Health Services

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU022003340. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health if it is possible for undocu-
mented persons and those without a PPS number to access the maternity and infant scheme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [41380/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Maternity and Infant Care Scheme 
provides an agreed programme of care to expectant mothers ordinarily resident in Ireland. This 
combined medical service is provided by the family GP and a hospital obstetrician and includes 
a schedule of alternating examinations at the GP’s practice and a maternity unit/hospital, as well 
as two post-natal visits to the GP.

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the 
HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to ac-
cess the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which 
has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, 
and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of 
the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to 
PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU02400Hospital Charges

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU025003341. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health the costs received by each 
public hospital against the costs incurred by each public hospital in contracting external debt 
collection agencies to pursue unpaid statutory charges in each of the years 2015 to 2020 and to 
date in 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41397/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU02600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Patient charges are a key element of the 
overall funding envelope of the Irish health system and are taken into account when agreeing 
the Annual Estimates and the subsequent preparation of the annual National Service Plan.

These charges typically include:

- Out-patient charges;

- Emergency Department charges;

- In-patient charges; and

- Long-term stay charges.

There are cohorts of people who are exempt from these charges, including, but not limited 
to persons with full eligibility, women receiving services in respect of motherhood, children up 
to the age of six weeks, children suffering from diseases prescribed under section 52 (2) of the 
Act, and persons receiving services for the diagnosis or treatment of infectious diseases. 

In addition, patients who opt for private in-patient services in public hospitals are liable for 
a range of private accommodation charges. There are no exemptions from these charges.
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Non collection of debts owed directly impacts on the affordability of services provided 
by the Health Service Executive in any year. It is therefore incumbent on the HSE to take all 
reasonable steps to pursue amounts owed for services delivered. Debt collection agencies are 
engaged when normal billing arrangements have been unsuccessful.

The operational detail in relation to how outstanding charges are collected from patients 
by individual service areas within the HSE is a matter for the HSE.  However, members of the 
Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer 
Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-
down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to 
restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised 
as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to 
resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU02700Health Service Executive

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU028003342. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health the costs received versus in-
curred by the HSE in contracting debt collection agencies to pursue unpaid statutory charges by 
each year from 2015 to 2020 and to date in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41398/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Patient charges are a key element of the 
overall funding envelope of the Irish health system and are taken into account when agreeing 
the Annual Estimates and the subsequent preparation of the annual National Service Plan.

These charges typically include:

- Out-patient charges;

- Emergency Department charges;

- In-patient charges; and

- Long-term stay charges.

There are cohorts of people who are exempt from these charges, including, but not limited 
to persons with full eligibility, women receiving services in respect of motherhood, children up 
to the age of six weeks, children suffering from diseases prescribed under section 52 (2) of the 
Act, and persons receiving services for the diagnosis or treatment of infectious diseases. 

In addition, patients who opt for private in-patient services in public hospitals are liable for 
a range of private accommodation charges. There are no exemptions from these charges.

Non collection of debts owed directly impacts on the affordability of services provided 
by the Health Service Executive in any year. It is therefore incumbent on the HSE to take all 
reasonable steps to pursue amounts owed for services delivered. Debt collection agencies are 
engaged when normal billing arrangements have been unsuccessful.

The operational detail in relation to how outstanding charges are collected from patients 
by individual service areas within the HSE is a matter for the HSE.  However, members of the 
Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer 
Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-
down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to 
restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised 
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as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to 
resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 3343 answered with Question No. 2240.

  Question No. 3344 answered with Question No. 2240.

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU03200Health Service Executive

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU033003345. Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Health if the HSE has plans to expand 
services at its facility at Patrick Street, Dún Laoghaire; the details of any plans to deal with 
substance abuse in this part of CHO6; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41416/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU03400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): As this Par-
liamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, mem-
bers of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to 
answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU03500Gorse Burning

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU036003346. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
actions he is taking to address illegal gorse fires; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[41095/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Wild-
fire is an easily preventable threat to our beautiful hills and bogs and the habitats and liveli-
hoods they sustain. Everyone must play their part in protecting our landscapes and support the 
communities they sustain.  We must also support our emergency services and ensure they are 
not needlessly diverted by illegal fires. 

There is an inherent natural risk of fire in our uplands and on bogs from spring and into this 
time of year, due to the condition of vegetation in these areas.  Upland grasses, heather and 
gorse are highly flammable when the weather is dry. In the right conditions, any ignition, for 
any reason, can give rise to wildfires. Both landowners and the wider public, whether they are 
at work or enjoying the countryside, should be mindful of the significant risks of fire at this time 
of year and be aware of the damage to land and habitats caused by illegal burning and other 
accidental and unintentional ignitions. The Department conducts activities annually to monitor 
and reduce wildfire incidence and outcomes.  

 The burning of vegetation is controlled by the Wildlife Acts. It is an offence under Section 
40 of the Wildlife Act, 1976 (amended by Section 46 of the Wildlife Act, 2000) to burn, from 
1st March to 31st August in any year, any vegetation growing on any land not then cultivated. 
Individuals who are found to burn vegetation within that prohibited period are liable to pros-
ecution by An Garda Síochána or by the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS). This 
Department has no role regarding prosecutions or enforcement.

 The Department has issued reminders to all landowners in relation to illegal burning of 
agricultural lands, and any land found to have been burned illegally can be deemed ineligible 
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across certain area-based schemes. The Department monitors fire activity and risk throughout 
the main risk period between March and September, using a variety of means at our disposal, 
including satellite detections and ground inspections. 

 The Department has also undertaken awareness measures aimed at reducing the level of il-
legal ignitions, particularly on farmland, and in ensuring that affected sectors are fully prepared 
for fire outbreaks where these occur. This includes the provision of Fire Danger Rating Notices 
to relevant sectors and Departments to ensure that the correct level of preparedness is main-
tained throughout the fire season. The Department also encourages the safe use of fire by land 
managers during the open burning season and provides guidance for doing so.  

 It is important to note that wildfire ignitions occur from a variety of sources, not just agri-
culture, and many recent fires have occurred on lands with no associated agricultural activity, 
including lands used for turf cutting, and public lands with open access used by the public for 
recreation. Fires associated with illegal dumping on bogland are a particular problem. In 2020, 
some of the largest and most problematic fires occurred resulting from recreational land user 
activities.

 The farming community has a central role to play in the control of fire in our landscapes 
through the management of land, and the reduction and maintenance of fire prone vegetation 
(such purple moor grass, heather, and gorse/whin) as potential fuels in high fire risk areas. To 
this end, the Department supports locally led schemes under the EIP-AGRI measure that in 
turn support the implementation of fire management activities on the ground including vegeta-
tion management activities. Projects of this type are now in place in many of the main fire risk 
locations in Ireland, including the Blackstairs Mountains, Wicklow Mountains, McGillicuddy 
Reeks, Inishowen Peninsula, Connemara, and within the Hen Harrier Project.  

The Hen Harrier project is a results-based project, supported by the Department, covering 
key habitats across different counties. The project has recently developed and implemented a 
number of specific fire management measures including upland grazing management and sup-
port, the development of ponds in high risk areas that can provide water for aerial fire-fighting 
operations, and the safe use of fire as a land management tool by landowners. The project 
also liaises directly with relevant local fire services in areas where it operates.  All the upland 
projects involve fire management education and awareness building activities directly with 
landowners through project agricultural advisors and direct inputs from local fire and rescue 
services and experts from my Department and Teagasc. 

The Department activated its Fire Danger Rating System back in March for the fire season 
ahead and to date this year seven such Fire Danger Notices have been issued, ahead of risk 
weather phases. I would advise Forest owners and managers to check and update their fire plans 
and other relevant contingencies such as insurance, firebreaks, access and water points, and 
private helicopter contracts etc., so as to be prepared well in advance of high fire risk phases. 
Rural dwellers should also assess wildfire risks to their homes and properties and prepare ac-
cordingly. Guidance for this is available from the Office of Emergency Planning “Be Summer 
Ready” awareness campaign www.gov.ie/summerready.

There has been a very significant increase in the use of outdoor amenities and recreation 
sites by the public since the onset of Covid-19. This is a very welcome development, however 
forest visitors are reminded not to light fires or use barbecues, to behave responsibly, observe 
relevant local bye-laws, observe correct physical distancing practice and to park considerately 
so as not to impede access of emergency vehicles to incidents. 

There is a very firm link in recent years between serious wildfire ignitions and illegal dump-
ing and burning of domestic waste in many areas, and malicious burning at forest amenity sites 
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and turf bogs open to the public. The Department asks all countryside users to be vigilant, to 
report any suspicious activity to An Garda Síochána, and to report any uncontrolled or unat-
tended fires immediately to the Fire and Emergency Services via 112/999 service. We all have 
our part to play in protecting our countryside from uncontrolled fires.

Fire warnings can be accessed at: www.gov.ie/en/publication/642e6-forestry/ and www.
teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/forest-fire-risk/

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU03800Agriculture Industry

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU039003347. Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine his plans to ensure that the agreement between an organisation (details supplied) 
and the Beef Taskforce is enforced regarding opt-out clauses on insurance levies; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39068/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU04000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Ac-
tion item 31 of the Beef Sector Agreement 2019 states that farmers can opt out of the insurance 
scheme for animals delivered to factories. 

This facility has been confirmed as being in place by the relevant parties. 

Any  individual farmer who requires further clarity on this matter or wishes to opt out of the 
insurance scheme, should contact their processor in order to do so. Requests for clarifications 
where necessary should be brought to the attention of Meat Industry Ireland who signed up to 
this and other commitments on behalf of, and in agreement with, their members.  

It should be noted that this requirement and all other terms of the agreement relating to 
processors relate to MII members only.  A list of membership is available on the MII website.

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU04100Defective Building Materials

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU042003348. Deputy Joe McHugh asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will consider a scheme to support farming families with MICA in their farm buildings in view 
of the Department of Education leading on a response to MICA in school buildings; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [39088/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
issue of MICA in farm buildings has not been raised with my Department. In relation to capital 
investment works grant aided under TAMS II, all concrete blockwork purchased for TAMS 
grant aided projects require that “all blocks used shall be produced in a plant certified to EN 
771-3:2011 and shall be CE marked” as provided for in Department Specification S101.

Walls  in farm buildings and facilities and generally comprise either mass concrete, con-
crete blockwork or precast concrete. However, the vast majority of walls are the mass concrete 
version, with few comprised of concrete blockwork; farmers usually favour the use of mass 
concrete walls as do building contractors.

The standard EN 771-3:2011 referred to above does not explicitly refer to mica. Statutory 
Instrument No. 288 of 1949 sets a 1% at total limit for impurities such as pyrite and mica in 
concrete blocks. All manufacturers of concrete blockworks are required to abide by this limit.
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27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU04400Forestry Sector

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU045003349. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of forestry felling licences issued each month from August 2020 to date in tabular form; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39100/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU04600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): To 
date this year (23rd July), 1,209 tree felling licences have issued, which is 34% up on the num-
ber of licences issued to the same date last year.  

The Department compiles a range of forestry-related statistics, which includes monthly re-
ports of forestry licences issued, which are available on the Department’s pages of the Govern-
ment of Ireland website, gov.ie.  The number of tree felling licences issued from August 2020 
to date is given in the table below.

2020-2021 Tree felling licences issued
August 118 
September 86 
October 229 
November 183 
December 182 
January 267 
February 158 
March 109 
April 83 
May 173 
June 317 
To 23rd July 104 
Total 2,009 

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU04700Forestry Sector

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU048003350. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the way 
his Department determined the proposed area crop to be greater than 25 years old; when the for-
est became greater than 25 years old; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39133/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU049003351. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
way his Department determined the proposed area and crop to be greater than 25 years old in 
relation to an ash dieback scheme application (details supplied); when the forest became greater 
than 25 years old; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39146/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU050003352. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
Department changed or modified or in any way deviated from its process for calculating the 
age of a forest in an instance (details supplied) from the previous ash dieback reconstitution 
scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39147/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU051003353. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the date 
on which the current ash dieback reconstitution and replanting scheme was launched (details 
supplied); the date that owners of ash plantations could lodge an application for the scheme; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [39148/21]
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27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU052003354. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
date in which the previous ash dieback reconstitution and replanting scheme was  closed off to 
applicants whose ash forests are fatally affected by ash dieback; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39150/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU053003355. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of days between the date his Department  closed off the previous ash dieback recon-
stitution scheme and the date the present ash dieback RUS scheme was launched and open for 
applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39151/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU054003356. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
way his Department catered for forest owners with forests that exceeded 25 years of age in the 
timeframe between the closing off of applications on the previous ash dieback reconstitution 
scheme and the opening of the existing ash dieback RUS scheme for those owners that want 
to reconstitute the area with a different species; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39152/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU055003357. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
total area of Ash in the country that exceeded 25 years of age in the timeframe between the clos-
ing off of applications on the previous ash dieback reconstitution and replanting scheme and the 
opening of the existing ash dieback RUS scheme on a per county basis; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39153/21]

27/07/2021WRUUUUUUU05600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 3350 to 3357, inclusive, together.

The Reconstitution Ash Dieback Scheme closed to new applications from 12th April 2018.  
At the same time, my Department began a review of the national response to Ash Dieback Dis-
ease as it was increasingly evident from experience and the latest scientific advice that eradi-
cation of Ash Dieback disease was no longer feasible.  Pending completion of the review, the 
Department moved away from a mandatory sanitation requirement approach while continuing 
annual premium payments to affected forest owners.  While the main scheme was closed to 
new applications, Circular 6 of 2018 advised that any applications received after the date of the 
circular would be brought forward to the new scheme.  The Woodland Improvement Scheme 
(WIS) also remained available to plantation owners.

The focus of the review was on the policy approach and associated support schemes, con-
sidering the move away from Ash Dieback eradication and bringing ash plantation management 
into focus. The review included further consideration of damage level evaluation together with 
inclusion of a broader range of silvicultural and management options. This new approach was 
circulated for stakeholder consultation in December 2019 and a total of 18 submissions were 
received in reply.

All submissions were carefully considered, and meetings held with stakeholders to finalise 
a revised scheme document.  The Reconstitution and Underplanting Scheme (RUS) (Ash Die-
back) was announced on the 10th June 2020 and applications could be submitted from the 22nd 
June 2020. 

To date, the Department has received 339 applications for RUS for 1,364ha, of which 83 
have been approved for 280ha. 

The objectives of the scheme are to encourage the active management of ash plantations, to 
promote the vigorous growth of ash through thinning and, where appropriate in young planta-
tions and in cases of high disease infection, to support the removal of the affected ash crop and 
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replacement with alternative species.  The Scheme also aims to build resilience and diversity 
into plantations and possibly identify tolerant or resistant individuals.  The scheme provides a 
suite of options that will give owners the opportunity to recover the maximum economic value 
possible from their affected ash plantations.  

As the Scheme has been in operation for a year, it is timely to assess the response to the 
Scheme. One question which has arisen is the availability of management options for planta-
tions greater than 25 years of age. After careful consideration I have now revised these man-
agement options as set out in Circular 12/2021 of 23rd July 2021, which is published on gov.
ie. All ash plantations which exceed 7m top height with a medium level of stem infection are 
now  eligible for under-planting and with high level stem infection are now  eligible for recon-
stitution. This change brings sites over 25 year of age into the Scheme. In addition we will now 
review any applications that have been received since 22nd June, 2020 and have been refused 
as they were over 25 years of age, and a fresh decision will issue.  This will include  a review 
of the application of the person named whose application was outside the 25 years threshold.

The age of a forest is described as the number of growing seasons since initial planting or 
natural regeneration, in accordance with the definition provided  in my Department’s latest 
Ireland’s National Forest Inventory from 2017. Statistics provided in this inventory indicate 
that nearly half of the stocked forest estate in Ireland is less than 20 years of age with a higher 
proportion of broadleaves in young forests due to higher levels of broadleaf afforestation over 
recent decades and natural regeneration. Approximately 70,000 ha of Ireland’s total broadleaf 
forests are over 30 years of age. The statistics do not provide a breakdown of broadleaf species 
per age class.

  Question No. 3351 answered with Question No. 3350.

  Question No. 3352 answered with Question No. 3350.

  Question No. 3353 answered with Question No. 3350.

  Question No. 3354 answered with Question No. 3350.

  Question No. 3355 answered with Question No. 3350.

  Question No. 3356 answered with Question No. 3350.

  Question No. 3357 answered with Question No. 3350.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV00400Forestry Sector

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV005003358. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of a planting ash dieback scheme application by a person (details supplied). [39205/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV00600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): An 
application for the Reconstitution and Under Planting (Ash Dieback) Scheme was submitted on 
behalf of the person named in November, 2020. 

The application site is near twelve designated sites, including the Lough Lene and Scragh 
Bog SACs. Therefore, the impact of any forestry operations on the sites and the surrounding 
area, must be carefully considered before deciding on the application. Due to the proximity of 
the proposal with some of these designated sites, the project was screened in for Appropriate 
Assessment and referred to the Ecology Unit for specialist input.  
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A harvest plan & map were submitted by the applicant via his registered forester on the 29th 
June 2021. This file can now be processed by the Ecology Unit and we will issue a decision 
within the next three months subject to all information submitted being correct.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV00700Agriculture Schemes

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV008003359. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the status of a GLAS payment for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39209/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
person named entered GLAS 1 with a start date of October 1st 2015 and has received payments 
in respect of scheme years 2015-2020.

The applicant was selected for an inspection in 2020 which resulted in a penalty being ap-
plied in respect of the Low-input Permanent Pasture action. A request for a review of this deci-
sion has been received and this review is currently being carried out by the Regional Inspector. 
The outcome of this review will issue, in writing, directly to the person named.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV01000Agriculture Schemes

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV011003360. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
Department will issue simple guidance to farmers to assist them in reducing their herd numbers 
to comply with the BEAM scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39210/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
objective of the Beef Exceptional Aid Measure (BEAM) was to provide temporary exceptional 
adjustment aid to farmers in the beef sector in Ireland subject to the conditions set out in EU 
Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/1132. 

Just over 33,000 participants joined the scheme and, in doing so, gave a commitment to 
reduce the production of bovine livestock manure nitrogen on the holding by 5% for the period 
1st July 2020 to 30th June 2021 as compared with the reference period of 1st July 2018 to 30th 
June 2019 as recorded on the Department’s AIM system.  

In light of the difficulties some farmers were experiencing in meeting this reduction arising 
from COVID-19 Government Public Health restrictions, I introduced an alternative reduction 
period for those who required it. In that context, since 19th March 2021, BEAM participants 
were able to select the alternative reduction period of 1st January 2021 to 31st December 2021, 
over which to meet their 5% reduction. 

This facility remained open until 21st June 2021 and some 16,000 BEAM participants have 
opted for the alternative reduction period. 

In terms of simple guidance to BEAM participants, since February 2021, the Department 
has taken a proactive approach to informing farmers of their situation and  has provided a 
monthly update to all BEAM participants indicating the amount of bovine nitrates produced 
and the amount left to meet their 5% reduction requirement by 30th June 2021. The guidance 
also includes a table setting out the amount of bovine nitrates produced by different bovine 
types on a yearly, monthly and weekly basis. The bovine figures up to 31st May 2021 issued 
to all BEAM participants in recent days with the final bovine figures for the original reduction 
period up to 30th June 2021 to issue in mid-August 2021 once they are available from AIM. 
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BEAM participants who opted to defer will continue to receive monthly update letters from 
my Department and I would urge those farmers to act early in the alternative reduction period 
to ensure they meet their 5% bovine nitrates reduction requirement by 31st December 2021.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV01300Forestry Sector

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV014003361. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
forestry planting is permitted in areas in which the hen harrier is present; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [39259/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV015003362. Deputy Carol Nolan asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will introduce a system enabling forestry to be planted in areas in which the hen harrier is pres-
ent; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39261/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 3361 and 3362 together.

Afforestation applications in relation to areas that are known to be nesting areas for Hen 
Harriers can be approved by the Department, subject to a series of restrictions and following 
a detailed ecological appraisal process, provided that are outside the SPA network. This might 
entail restricting certain ‘disturbance operations’ undertaken as part of site development for 
afforestation (e.g. cultivation, the driving of fence posts) and / or the exclusion of areas from 
planting (up to and including the entire area of the proposal), for example, if the proposed area 
is near the nesting site and comprises important foraging habitat.

The Department is not approving any afforestation projects that are located within Special 
Protection Areas (or ‘SPAs’) designated for breeding Hen Harrier. The approach to be taken to 
any future afforestation within these SPAs will be set out in this Plan. The development of the 
Hen Harrier Threat Response Plan is overseen by the National Parks and Wildlife Service.

  Question No. 3362 answered with Question No. 3361.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV01800Agriculture Industry

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV019003363. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the actions his Department has taken to support the indigenous wool trade industry; his plans 
to improve the prices that farmers receive for their wool; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39309/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): One 
of the actions under the Programme for Government is to undertake a review of the potential 
demand in domestic and international markets for wool based products such as insulation and 
fertilisers. Following the allocation of €100,000 in Budget 2021 for this review, I initiated a 
public consultation process in early March 2021 to determine the terms of reference for such a 
review.

Interested parties were invited to submit comments on the proposed Terms of Reference 
and/or submissions on the potential market opportunities for wool products on the domestic and 
international markets. 

The proposed terms of reference were as follows: 
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- the identification of market opportunities domestically and internationally for wool based 
products; 

- carrying out economic feasibility and cost benefit analysis on proposed market opportuni-
ties;  

- determining mechanisms that could be used to support industry initiatives; and 

- identification of potential research projects applicable to supporting the identified market 
opportunities. 

The closing date for submissions was 2nd April 2021 and over 40 submissions were re-
ceived. A wide range of proposals on the potential market for wool products were received.  As 
there were no material changes proposed in relation to the terms of reference for the review, 
they remain as detailed above.

I am pleased to advise the Deputy that the Request for Tenders (RFT) to carry out this major 
study  was published on 8th July 2021. The closing date for receipt of submissions is 9th August 
2021.  The successful service provider will be contracted to carry out a feasibility study in ac-
cordance with the Terms of Reference  detailed above and will be also required to examine and 
evaluate the proposals received under the public consultation process and produce a report on 
their findings.

The time frame for the completion of the review including the tendering process, consulta-
tion with the stakeholder group which I am currently establishing  and publication of the final 
report is end of November 2021.  The recommendations from this review will help focus the 
development of a robust policy roadmap for the Irish wool industry. 

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV02100Agriculture Schemes

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV022003364. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of a BEAM payment for a person (details supplied) in County Cork; his views on corre-
spondence which issued to the applicant in October 2019; his views on whether this target was 
fair and equitable for the applicant in view of further correspondence which issued to them on 
28 May 2021; his further views on whether it is reasonable and fair to penalise the applicant in 
such circumstances in view of the latter correspondence; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [39312/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
objective of the Beef Exceptional Aid Measure (BEAM) was to provide temporary exceptional 
adjustment aid to farmers in the beef sector in Ireland subject to the conditions set out in EU 
Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/1132.  

One of the conditions of the BEAM scheme under which funding was provided by the EU 
was that there had to be an element of reduction or re-structuring built into the scheme - Article 
1 (3) of (EU) 2019/1132 refers.  Accordingly, in applying for BEAM, participants agreed to 
reduce the production of bovine livestock manure nitrogen on their holding by 5% for the re-
duction period 1st July 2020 to 30th June 2021 as compared with the reference period 1 st2018 
to 30th June 2019. 

Section 3.1 of the Beef Exceptional Aid Measure (BEAM) Terms and Conditions define a 
holding as:
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 “All the production units managed by a farmer during 2018 and subsequent years and situ-
ated within the territory of the Republic of Ireland”  

Where a BEAM participant has during the BEAM reference period (1st July 2018 - 30th 
June 2019) and/or the BEAM reduction period (1st July 2020 - 30th June 2021 or in the case of 
deferment 1st January 2021 - 31st December 2021), had one or more associated herdnumbers 
linked to their BEAM application herdnumber on the Department’s Corporate Customer Sys-
tem (CCS), these herdnumbers are deemed as being be part of the participant’s holding in line 
with section 3.1 of the BEAM Terms and Conditions.

As part of the holding, any bovine animals in these associated herd numbers during the 
BEAM reference period or the BEAM reduction period will be included in the calculations of 
bovine nitrates figures for the holding. The associated herd number letters that issued in recent 
months to some BEAM participants reminded those participants of their obligations under the 
scheme vis a vis section 3.1. It should be noted that the option was made available for farmers 
to defer and choose the alternative reduction period of 1 January 2021 - 31 December 2021 on 
19 March and this facility closed on 21 June 2021. Some 16,000 farmers chose to do so.  

With regard to the specific case raised by the Deputy, the holding of the person named had 
two herdnumbers associated with it during both the reference and reduction periods and as such 
the accumulated figures for both will be assessed in calculating whether the participant has met 
the 5% reduction requirement in BEAM. My Department’s most recent calculations indicate 
that the main herdnumber appears to have made the necessary adjustments and is projected to 
meet the 5% reduction but the bovine nitrates in the second herdnumber have increased in the 
reduction period relative to the reference period. Taken together, the overall effect is that hold-
ing will miss the 5% reduction requirement in the original reduction period of 1 July 2020 - 30 
June 2021.

This has arisen because of movements of bovines between the two herdnumbers during the 
reduction period. 

These calculations are on the basis of the original reduction period. As the person named, 
has opted to avail of the deferred reduction period of 1st January 2021 to 31st December 2021, 
they will have the remainder of this year to make the necessary adjustments to both herds to 
deliver the required 5% reduction requirement and avoid a full or partial clawback of payment 
made under the scheme.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV02400Forestry Sector

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV025003365. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of registered foresters in operation in each of the past ten years. [39320/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Department compiles a list of Registered Foresters once they meet the criteria for registration, 
which is to hold at a minimum, an ordinary bachelor’s degree in forestry, (National Framework 
of Qualifications Level 7).  The forester must also provide evidence of professional indemnity 
insurance with a minimum value of €500,000 for any one claim and renew this annually.

The list is published on the Department’s pages of the Government of Ireland website, gov.
ie.  There are currently 184 Registered Foresters on the list.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV02700Horticulture Sector
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27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV028003366. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of engagements he has had with the mushroom sector regarding the restrictions on the 
harvesting of horticultural peat; and when those engagements occurred. [39322/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV029003367. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of engagements he has had with the horticultural peat supply sector regarding the 
restrictions on the harvesting of horticultural peat; and when those engagements occurred. 
[39323/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV030003368. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the number of engagements he has had with the nursery sector regarding the restrictions on the 
harvesting of horticultural peat; and when those engagements occurred. [39324/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 3366 to 3368, inclusive, together.

In relation to peat extraction, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine has no 
involvement in its regulation. This is a planning process under the remit of the Department of 
Housing, Local Government and Heritage and an Integrated Pollution Control (IPC) license 
process, under the remit of the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environ-
ment. 

Minister of State Pippa Hackett has ongoing engagement directly with the horticulture sec-
tor across a range of issues, including peat use, involving meeting as well as site visits to com-
mercial Mushroom, Amenity horticulture vegetable production sites . This includes meeting 
with members of the IFA Horticulture committee last October and specifically with the Mush-
room and Amenity representatives in June.  

I also met with members of the sector in Monaghan and Wexford recently.

Furthermore, as the co chair of the Horticulture Industry Forum (HIF), Minister  Hackett has 
met with the industry in October and April, where Peat was also discussed.

  Question No. 3367 answered with Question No. 3366.

  Question No. 3368 answered with Question No. 3366.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV03400Departmental Records

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV035003369. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the progress made to date regarding the digitisation of Land Commission records in the con-
text of the development of key search aids; and if he has engaged an expert third-party for this 
project outside of the element of the records that were destroyed in the public records office. 
[39331/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I am 
advised by my officials that the project to digitise the search indices to the Irish Land Commis-
sion records is proceeding but at a slower pace than originally anticipated.  Records Branch is 
a small unit within my Department and the necessity of complying with public health advice 
relating to the COVID-19 pandemic in the last 17 months has impacted on progress.

An internal scoping exercise to identify the items which will need to be digitised has been 
carried out and a guide to the items in question is being prepared which will in due course be 
utilised as part of any procurement process that may be required.  
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Preliminary analysis has identified in excess of 200 handwritten volumes, as well as various 
loose-leaf collections, card indices and maps which are regularly accessed by my staff when 
searching for documents and which will need to be preserved in the first instance. 

Additionally, my officials are continuing their enquiries with other Government Depart-
ments and Offices who have carried out similar projects to learn from their experiences, so that 
the project is managed as effectively and economically as possible.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV03700Departmental Records

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV038003370. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the way in which persons may access Land Commission records in cases in which they contain 
information on blood relatives now deceased. [39332/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Ac-
cess to the records of the former Irish Land Commission (ILC) held by the Records Branch of 
the Department at its premises in Portlaoise is governed by the Land Purchase Act Rules 1939 
(S.I. No. 341 of 1939).  Order XIX of the rules states—
  Certified copies of Abstracts of Title or documents connected therewith, agreements for sale between vendor and purchaser, undertakings to purchase from the Land Commission, conveyances to purchasers, vesting orders and fiats, shall not be issued without leave of the Judicial Commissioner or the direction of the Examiner, except to vendors or purchasers their successors in title or their respective solicitors.

  As can be seen from the above, in the case of a person such as those identified by the 
Deputy, who is not the registered owner (i.e. successor in title) of the lands in question, there is 
no automatic right under the Rules to gain access to Irish Land Commission records relating to 
their ancestors.

It may be of interest to the Deputy to know that the Data Protection Act 2018 (No. 7 of 
2018) permits data processing for ‘archiving purposes in the public interest, scientific or histori-
cal research purposes or statistical purposes’.  If an individual considers that their request falls 
within one of these provisions, then they should contact my officials in the Records Branch and 
make their case.

Every request is considered on its own merits having regard to the purposes of the request, 
the likely volume of documentation involved and the impact that complying with the request 
will have on the ability of my officials to carry out their regular duties.  Arising from the cur-
rent public health advice relating to the COVID-19 pandemic, my officials continue to work 
remotely where possible and practicable to do so.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV04000Departmental Staff

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV041003371. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if a 
list will be provided of all PRSI contributions paid between 7 April 1953 and 31 January 1993 
by an established employee (details supplied) in tabular form; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39349/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I wish 
to inform the Deputy that as the material requested is personal information, it is not appropriate 
for the Department to disclose it in this way.  

If the individual wishes to contact the Human Resources Division of the Department, my 
officials will endeavour to provide the individual with the information that they require.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV04300Forestry Sector
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27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV044003372. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 634 of 13 July 2021, the level of grant aid and premium 
support and tax incentives specifically which is taken into account in the income foregone cal-
culations, income from sale of carbon by forests owned by private entities and persons; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [39362/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Department actively promotes afforestation as a land use and the current Forestry Programme 
2014-2020, which commenced in 2015 and has been extended to the end of 2022, consists of 
11 separate measures to encourage the planting of forests by land owners with a focus on af-
forestation of private lands. The Forestry Programme 2014 -2020 is 100% exchequer funded, 
State aid approved, and represents State investment in the forestry sector of some €482m over 
its lifetime.

The Department’s main  Afforestation Scheme includes 12 different planting categories to 
promote a good species mix and covers 100% of the cost of establishing a forest through the 
payment of grants. The scheme also pays an annual premium to the landowner of up to €680 
per hectare payable each year for 15 years. 

Premium rates payable are linked to the category of tree species planted. The basis for the 
calculation of forestry premium rates was the level of income foregone to a forest owner by 
switching from agriculture to forestry. The outcomes of the Teagasc study on income figures for 
agriculture enterprises were used at the time for determining the baseline figures. A particular 
emphasis was also put on avoiding deadweight loss.

In addition, the Department supported the forestry premium calculations through an exter-
nally carried out financial analysis, ensuring that any premiums paid would not result in abnor-
mally high profits compared to a) the returns earned by farmers for the same investment and b) 
to other types of similar investments (the counterfactual).

All grant-aided activities must be conducted in compliance with the laws of the State re-
lating, inter alia, to tax and employment. Proof of compliance, such as the provision of Tax 
Clearance Certificates, may therefore be required as part of a valid application for grants and 
premiums by forest owners. As the Deputy is probably aware, the sale of timber is exempt from 
Income Tax which is one of the reasons why reforestation cannot be grant aided under State 
aid rules. The justification and level of funding provided by the national forestry programme 
in the form of premiums, grants and tax incentives takes into account the many benefits forests 
provide, including climate benefits and carbon sequestration. 

Forest owners are free to avail of the opportunities offered through  the different existing 
voluntary carbon trading schemes as long as they don’t impact on Ireland’s international ac-
counting and reporting requirements.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV04600Greyhound Industry

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV047003373. Deputy Brian Leddin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of greyhounds in the national racing pool from 1 January 2010 to 30 June 2021; the 
number of greyhounds injured and killed at Irish greyhound tracks from 1 Jan 2021 to 30 June 
2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39394/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): 
Rásaíocht Con Éireann (RCE) is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound In-
dustry Act, 1958 chiefly to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound 
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industry. RCÉ is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine. 

The question raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for RCE and, therefore, the ques-
tion has been referred to the body for direct reply.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV04900Greyhound Industry

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV050003374. Deputy Brian Leddin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
proposed location of the planned second greyhound care centre; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [39395/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): 
Rásaíocht Con Éireann (RCE) is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound In-
dustry Act, 1958 chiefly to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound 
industry. RCÉ is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine. 

The question raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for RCE and, therefore, the ques-
tion has been referred to the body for direct reply.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV05200Greyhound Industry

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV053003375. Deputy Brian Leddin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of greyhounds within the industry awaiting homing on 1 July 2021 for periods of time 
exceeding six and 12 months, respectively; the protocol that is in place for greyhounds deemed 
challenging to home; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39396/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV05400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): 
Rásaíocht Con Éireann (RCE) is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound In-
dustry Act, 1958 chiefly to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound 
industry. RCÉ is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine. 

The question raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for RCE and, therefore, the ques-
tion has been referred to the body for direct reply.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV05500Greyhound Industry

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV056003376. Deputy Brian Leddin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
expenditure on care and welfare of greyhounds for 2020 and to 30 June 2021; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [39397/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV05700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): 
Rásaíocht Con Éireann (RCE) is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound In-
dustry Act, 1958 chiefly to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the greyhound 
industry. RCÉ is a body corporate and a separate legal entity to the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine. 

The question raised by the Deputy is an operational matter for RCE and, therefore, the ques-
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tion has been referred to the body for direct reply.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV05800Greyhound Industry

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV059003377. Deputy Brian Leddin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of individual greyhound pups born in Ireland during the period 1 January 2021 to 30 
June 2021; the breakdown of racing and coursing pups; the number of litters born in that period; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39398/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV06000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Irish Coursing Club (ICC) is the organisation charged with the role of Keeper of the Irish Stud 
Book since 1923.  The stud book records pedigrees, ownerships, breeding data and transfers of 
ownership primarily of all greyhounds. Greyhounds are required to be named with the Club. 
The ICC is subject to the general control and direction of Rásaíocht Con Éireann.

The ICC has informed my Department that the information regarding the number of pups 
born between 1st Jan 2021 and 30th June 2021 will be available in the autumn of 2021 as there 
is a time lag in terms of pups born and the administrative process that underpins registration. 

The number of litters for the period is 1004.

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV06100Fishing Industry

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV062003378. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
stage plans are currently at in relation to introducing a decommissioning scheme for fishing 
vessels; when the scheme will come into effect; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[39430/21]

27/07/2021WRVVVVVVV06300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): In 
March 2021, I established a Seafood Sector Task Force to examine the negative impacts of the 
Trade and Cooperation Agreement between the European Union and the UK on Ireland’s fish-
ing fleet and on related coastal communities and to recommend mitigation measures to me that 
could be taken to provide supports for development and restructuring in order to ensure a profit-
able and sustainable fishing fleet and to identify opportunities for jobs and economic activity in 
coastal communities dependent on fishing.

On 9th June I received an Interim Report of the Task Force which recommends the imple-
mentation, on a voluntary basis, of a temporary fleet tie-up scheme for certain segments of the 
fishing fleet, to mitigate the loss of income in 2021 for these fleets arising from the TCA quota 
reductions. The Interim Report recommends that this scheme be funded under the Brexit Ad-
justment Reserve.  A State Aid approval from the European Commission is also required.

The Final Report, due later this year, will include other Task Force proposals to support our 
fishing sector and our coastal communities that are dependent on fishing. Such proposals may 
include a recommendation to restructure our fishing fleet. 

I await receipt of the Final Report and will give due consideration to any proposals made 
by the Task Force.  

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW00200Forestry Sector
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27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW003003379. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the actions he plans to take to address the long waiting lists for afforestation, road and felling 
licences; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39544/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW004003407. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the progress being achieved in relation to clearing the backlog of felling licences; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40381/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW005003422. Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the efforts he is taking to address the backlog of applications for tree felling licences across the 
country and the low update in forestry grants by farmers as a result; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [40695/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW00600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 3379, 3407 and 3422 together.

The delay in issuing forestry licences is a pressing one which is receiving my full priority. 
Addressing the number on hand is foremost and the number of licences issued recently shows 
that we are making some progress in this regard.  Improvements have been made to the system 
for the preparation of Appropriate Assessment Screening Determinations, Appropriate Assess-
ment Reports and Appropriate Assessment Determinations.  Currently, these improvements are 
only applied to private tree felling licence applications and our ecologists are working mostly 
on these felling applications in advance of the system being developed further to assist with for-
est road works and afforestation licence applications.  This was notified to Registered Foresters 
in Circular 8 of 2021.

Using the system improvements and additional staff resources, June was the highest month 
for the issuing of private felling licences in over five years and included 226 private felling 
licences or an average rate of over 50 private felling licences a week.  In total, the Department 
was issuing an average of 95 licences in the seven weeks to end of June, which was a 50% in-
crease on previous weeks this year. 

This rate will not continue into mid-August, as the Department has introduced a second 
public consultation stage once an application has been screened in and assessed by an ecologist.  
This new requirement was notified to Registered Foresters in Circular 10 of 2021.  However, I 
expect the rate to pick up again from mid-August onwards.

Initiatives under Project Woodland will bring further improvements in licensing efficiency 
and output.  There are recommendations with the Project Board, which oversees the Working 
Groups, for such initiatives, including proposals for a pre-application process and an environ-
mental grant.  A business system analyst is conducting a review of the licensing process.  We 
have also announced that an independent expert is being commissioned to carry out a review of 
the forestry licensing process.

There are many reasons why landowners decide not to plant forestry, including competition 
for other land uses and change of ownership.   There is no doubt however, that delays in licens-
ing is a contributory factor.  From engagements with Minister of State Pippa Hackett, who has 
overall responsibility for the sector, we are addressing these delays through Project Woodland, 
which will bring improvements in licence processing efficiency and output. The Project Board 
overseeing Project Woodland has issued their first interim report on the main recommendations 
received form the Working Groups to date and some recommended next steps. 

We are committed to issuing 4,500 forestry licences this year, which is a 75% increase on 
last year’s output.  The Department has now issued 1,900 forestry licences this year (to 23rd 
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July), which is 25% up on the same time last year.  We are making progress and I am hopeful 
that further gains in efficiency will be possible due to these proposals, which will see a knock-
on in increased afforestation rates.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW00700Animal Culls

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW008003380. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding the total amount spent on badger culling by his Department in the past 
ten years in County Wicklow; the number of badgers that have been culled each year in the 
same time period in the county; and the research that has been carried out to research the impact 
of culling on the prevalence of tuberculosis. [39594/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW00900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
total spent on badger culling by his Department in the past ten years in County Wicklow: The 
information requested is not readily available.  DAFM’s Wildlife Programme is delivered by 
16 Regional Veterinary offices throughout the country (RVOs) (Enniscorthy RVO covers East 
Wicklow and Naas RVO covers West Wicklow).  It involves the use of civilian operatives, 
equipment and supplies (e.g. restraints, anaesthetic, vaccination (BCG)) which are provided to 
DAFM under various contracts for the provision of goods and services.  Orders made by DAFM 
under these contracts (and related expenditure) are based on the requirements of the Programme 
as a whole, rather than the needs of individual RVOs.  While the allocation of supplies to RVOs 
are made from a central stores according to RVO demands, records are not maintained in a man-
ner that identifies the total spend on badger vaccination or culling on a county by county basis.

 The number of badgers that have been culled each year in the same time period in the 
county:

Year Culled Culled 
Wicklow East Wicklow West 

Jan to July 2021 84 56 
2020 148 185 
2019 130 148 
2018 101 129 
2017 165 189 
2016 149 197 
2015 176 54 
2014 219 38 
2013 177 36 
2012 262 36 
2011 149 52 
Research into impact of culling on prevalence of tuberculosis

Badger culling has been demonstrated to be highly effective in reducing the burden of bo-
vine TB on Irish family farms for over 20 years.  Badgers were first identified as being sus-
ceptible to infection with Mycobacterium bovis (M.bovis), the bacterium that causes bovine 
tuberculosis (bTB), during the 1970s. Further research concluded that badgers were likely to 
have been involved in the recycling of bTB in cattle and concluded that eradication of bTB 
from the national herd would not be feasible until TB in badgers was addressed and controlled. 
The main research publications relating to the impact of culling of badgers on TB prevalence 
are set out below. 
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Eves, J.A., 1993. The East Offaly Badger Research project: an interim report. The Badger. 
In: Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy, Dublin, pp. 166–173. 

Eves, J.A., 1999. Impact of badger removal on bovine tuberculosis in east County Offaly. 
Ir. Vet. J. 52, 199–203 

O’Mairtin, D., Williams, D.H., Griffin, J.M., Dolan, L.A., Eves, J.A., 1998. The effect of a 
badger removal programme on the incidence of tuberculosis in an Irish cattle population. Prev. 
Vet. Med. 34, 47–56. 

O’Mairtin, D., Williams, D.H., Dolan, L., Eves, J.A., Collins, J.D., 1998. The influence of 
selected herd factors and a badger-intervention tuberculosis-control programme on the risk of a 
herd-level trade restriction to a bovine population in Ireland. Prev. Vet. Med. 35, 79–90.

Griffin et al Griffin, J.M., More, S.J., Clegg, T.A., Collins, J.D., O’Boyle, I., Williams, D.H., 
Kelly, G.E., Costello, E., Sleeman, D.P., O’Shea, F., Duggan, M., Murphy, J., Lavin, D.P.T., 
2005. Tuberculosis in cattle: the results of the four-area project. Irish Veterinary Journal 58, 
629-636. 

Griffin, J.M., Williams, D.H., Kelly, G.E., Clegg, T.A., O’Boyle, I., Collins, J.D., More, S.J., 
2005. The impact of badger removal on the control of tuberculosis in cattle herds in Ireland. 
Preventive Veterinary Medicine 67, 237-266.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW01000Animal Diseases

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW011003381. Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the position regarding the total amount spent on the vaccination of badgers for tuberculosis by 
his Department in the past ten years in County Wicklow in tabular form; the number of vac-
cinations that have been administered to the badger population in the same time period in the 
county; and the research that has been carried out on the impact of vaccination as a means of 
dealing with the prevalence of tuberculosis in the badger population. [39587/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW01200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
total spent on badger vaccination in the past ten years in County Wicklow:

The information requested is not readily available.  DAFM’s Wildlife Programme is deliv-
ered by 16 Regional Veterinary offices throughout the country (RVOs).  It involves the use of 
civilian operatives, equipment and supplies (e.g. restraints, anaesthetic, vaccination (BCG)) 
which are provided to DAFM under various contracts for the provision of goods and services.  
Orders made by DAFM under these contracts (and related expenditure) are based on the re-
quirements of the Programme as a whole, rather than the needs of individual RVOs.  While 
the allocation of supplies to RVOs are made from a central stores according to RVO demands, 
records are not maintained in a manner that identifies the total spend on badger vaccination or 
culling on a county by county basis.

Badgers have been vaccinated in a small area in East Wicklow for a number of years as part 
of a TCD/DAFM collaborative research project on the ecology of badger social groups and the 
M11 motorway development.  (DAFM provided €259k funding.)

In 2018 badger vaccination became part of DAFM national policy and is now subsumed 
into the overall badger programme in Enniscorthy RVO which covers East Wicklow.  Naas 
RVO covers West Wicklow where no badger vaccination currently takes place.
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The number of badgers vaccinated:

Year  Badgers vaccinated
2010 24 
2011 11 
2012 16 
2013 9 
2014 18 
2015 25 
2016 30 
2017 11 
2019 35 
2020 34 
2021 34 
Total 247 
 Vaccination - a means of dealing with TB

A field trial in County Kilkenny using the BCG vaccine and a blind placebo demonstrated 
that vaccination, with an efficacy of 60%, could lower the R value (reproductive ratio) of badger 
to badger TB spread from 1.22 to 0.5.  The Non-Inferiority Trial was established in 7 areas of 
the country over 7 years, finishing in 2017.  With the efficacy of BCG vaccination in reduc-
ing the spread of M.Bovis between badgers proven, this trial examined if vaccinating badgers 
would keep spread to cattle suppressed. A large part of a county was subject to badger vaccina-
tion and was compared to culling badgers (in response to TB breakdowns) in another similarly 
sized part of the county. 

Further Information 

-   The policy is to convert all areas to vaccination when the conditions for conversion apply. 

- As part of the above ecological study, when the N11 was upgraded to M11 status, 90% of 
the badgers in the vicinity of the road building were vaccinated to mitigate against spread of TB 
into adjacent cattle populations.  Badgers were monitored over many years.  This information 
is published in peer reviewed journals.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW01300Covid-19 Pandemic

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW014003382. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the plans he has to show his appreciation for all front-line workers under his remit other 
than a clap on the back; if he is planning a bonus, gratuity payment for all those workers who 
have been struggling and worked tirelessly throughout the pandemic; if so, when this will be 
implemented; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39617/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Department appreciates the work of all its staff dealing with the challenges presented during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, including those in meat plants, laboratories, ports and fishery harbour 
centres.  All the staff at the Department, whether working from home or from the workplace, 
have responded and worked diligently to continue to provide a service and carry out their duties  
at all times, even through difficult and unforeseen circumstances. 
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Public sector pay policy is not determined by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW01600Fisheries Protection

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW017003383. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
process by which the SFPA will appoint a sea fisheries protection officer in County Donegal; if 
consideration has been given to candidates on the existing panel for appointment of this posi-
tion; if this panel is still in use; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [39677/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Sec-
tion 50 (1) of the Sea-Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006 provides that the Sea Fish-
eries Protection Authority (SFPA) may, with my consent and with the consent of the Minister 
for Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (formerly known as Department of Finance), 
appoint persons to be members of its staff as it considers necessary to assist it in the perfor-
mance of its functions.  

My Department and the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (DPER) implement 
delegated sanction arrangements for the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority’s pay and staffing. 
In accordance with Section 4.1 of the Delegated Sanction framework, the SFPA submits a re-
port detailing its recruitment plans which is monitored by my Department to ensure allocated 
pay ceilings are adhered to. Additionally, the SFPA strictly complies with all relevant Human 
Resource circulars issued by DPER. 

The information requested with respect to the recruitment process and the utilisation of 
panels is an operational matter for the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority. Accordingly, I have 
referred the Deputy’s question to the SFPA directly and have requested that a response be issued 
within 10 days.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW01900Departmental Staff

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW020003384. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
agencies and State organisations under his Department that are receiving State funding that do 
not have to declare salaries of employees under the 2016 code of governance; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40029/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW02100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Ac-
cording to the Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies 2016, as described in the 
Business and Financial Reporting Requirements document, State Bodies are required to report 
on several items including, but not limited to, their total number of employees, the total volume 
of expenditure on wages and salaries, and the salaries of their key personnel and Chief Execu-
tive Officer. These are to be disclosed in the State Bodies’ Annual Reports unless they have 
received a derogation from their parent Department. 

In response to the Deputy’s query regarding the State funded organisations under the aegis 
of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, I can confirm that all but one of these 
organisations declare their employees salaries according to the Code of Governance of State 
Bodies.

By derogation, Horse Racing Ireland does not disclose details of the number of employees 
whose total employee benefits (excluding pension costs), for any given reporting period, fall 
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within each band of €25,000 from €50,000 upwards.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW02200Agriculture Schemes

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW023003385. Deputy Michael Creed asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will clarify the operation of the TAMS five-year rule with regard to eligibility for grant aid 
for a second grant application under TAMS in circumstances in which the applicant would have 
previously benefited under TAMS 1; if this second application is impacted by the ranking in 
selection process applied to TAMS applications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[40093/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW02400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): TAMS 
is a demand led scheme with a maximum eligible investment ceiling under TAMS II of €80,000 
per holding, except in the case of partnerships. This ceiling applies to investments made under 
TAMS II and is not impacted by investments previously made under TAMS I.

All TAMS II applications submitted are initially subject to a ranking and selection process 
with applications that meet the relevant qualifying mark progressing to the next stage The rank-
ing and selection marking sheet is individual to each of the seven measures available under 
TAMS II. Marks are awarded to applicants who didn’t receive grant aid under TAMS 1 with a 
reduction in marks for grant-aid received for relevant investments. The full details of the terms 
and conditions and marking sheets for the ranking and selection process for each of the seven  
measure under TAMS ll are available on the Department’s website.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW02500Fishing Industry

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW026003386. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine if Belgian FMVs are allowed land fish in Ireland without weighing as part of the EU 
Commission approved control programme between Ireland and Belgium; if this agreement al-
lows for fish to be landed at non-designated ports such as Dún Laoghaire; if so, the location this 
agreement is set out; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40101/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Ire-
land has received a Commission Implementing Decision revoking the approval of the Irish 
control plan submitted for the weighing of fishery products in accordance with Article 61(1) of 
Council Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009. 

I should advise the Deputy that the monitoring and control of fishing vessels within Ire-
land’s Exclusive Fisheries Zone are law enforcement matters for the Irish control authorities.  
Under the Sea Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act, 2006, all operational issues of this na-
ture are exclusively for the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority (SFPA) and the Naval Service.  I 
am expressly precluded from getting involved in operational matters such as those referred to 
by the Deputy.

In order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have made enquiries of the SFPA and am advised 
that with the exception below, all vessels regardless of their nationality are required to weigh 
fish on landing prior to transport away from the place of landing.

 By way of exception from this requirement, fish to be transported to registered establish-
ments in either France or Belgium may be weighed in France or Belgium under provisions in 
place under Common Control Programs. These regulations apply to vessels from all Member 
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States landing into Irish ports.

I have referred the Deputy’s question requesting further operational details on this matter to 
the SFPA for attention and direct reply.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW02800Fishing Industry

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW029003387. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of the Seafood Sector Taskforce; the bodies which are represented on the Taskforce; the 
way in which coastal and island communities and inshore fishers are represented; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40160/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW030003388. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will publish the minutes of the Seafood Sector Taskforce on his Department’s website. 
[40161/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 3387 and 3388 together.

In March 2021, I established a Seafood Sector Task Force to examine the negative impacts 
of the Trade and Cooperation Agreement between the European Union and the UK on Ireland’s 
fishing fleet and on related coastal communities and to recommend mitigation measures to me 
that could be taken to provide supports for development and restructuring in order to ensure a 
profitable and sustainable fishing fleet and to identify opportunities for jobs and economic ac-
tivity in coastal communities dependent on fishing.

The Task Force itself is chaired by Aiden Cotter who is supported by steering group mem-
bers Margaret Daly and Michéal O’Cinneide. Committee members are detailed in the table 
below. BIM acts as secretariat to the Task Force. Any questions relating to minutes of the Task 
Force meetings should be addressed to the secretariat . 

In addition to the significant industry representation on the Task Force, including from 
coastal and island communities and inshore fishers, the Task Force also undertook a public 
consultation which ran until the 22nd April to ensure that all concerned stakeholders could put 
forward submissions or observations. The public consultation resulted in 27 submissions to the 
Task Force.

On 9th June I received an Interim Report of the Task Force which recommends the imple-
mentation, on a voluntary basis, of a temporary fleet tie-up scheme for certain segments of the 
fishing fleet, to mitigate the loss of income in 2021 for these fleets arising from the TCA quota 
reductions. The Interim Report recommends that this scheme be funded under the Brexit Ad-
justment Reserve.  A State Aid approval from the European Commission is also required.

The Final Report, due later this year, will include other Task Force proposals to support our 
fishing sector and our coastal communities that are dependent on fishing. 

I await receipt of the Final Report and will give due consideration to any proposals made 
by the Task Force.

In addition to the Steering Group the task force committee is made up of participants from 
the following organisations:

Killybegs Fishermen’s Organisation
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Irish Fish Producers Organisation

Irish South & West Fishermen’s Organisation

Irish South & East Fishermen’s Organisation

Irish Islands Marine Resource Producer Organisation

National Inshore Fisheries Forum

Clogherhead Fishermen’s Cooperative

Galway & Aran Fishermen’s Cooperative

Castletownbere Fishermen’s Cooperative

Foyle Fishermen’s Cooperative

Irish Fish Processors & Exporters Organisation

Irish farmers Association (aquaculture branch)

Fisheries Local Action Groups 

Irish Local Development Network (ILDN)

Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine

Bord Iascaigh Mhara (secretariat)

Bord Bia

Enterprise Ireland

Fáilte Ireland

Local Government Management Agency (two coastal local authority representatives)

Údarás na Gaeltachta

  Question No. 3388 answered with Question No. 3387.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW03300Fishery Harbour Centres

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW034003389. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he is taking to fulfil the Programme for Government commitment to invest strategically 
in harbour infrastructure to attract increased landings into Ireland of sustainably caught fish in 
Irish waters, driving the development of the seafood processing sector and the blue economy in 
coastal communities. [40162/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My 
Department owns, operates and maintains six designated State-owned Fishery Harbour Cen-
tres, located at Castletownbere, Dingle, Dunmore East, Howth, Killybegs and Ros An Mhíl un-
der statute. In addition, my Department also has responsibility for the upkeep and maintenance 
of North Harbour at Cape Clear, as well as the maintenance of a small number of specific piers, 
lights and beacons throughout Ireland, in accordance with the Marine Works (Ireland) Act 1902, 
and piers, lights and beacons constructed under the auspices of the Congested Districts Board.
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Funding is made available on an annual basis by my Department to the Fishery Harbour 
Centres, via the Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Development Programme. Since 
2010, €140million has been invested in this Department-owned infrastructure. 

The responsibility for the development and maintenance of Local Authority owned piers, 
harbours and slipways rests with each Local Authority in the first instance and their parent De-
partment, the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage thereafter. 

However, my Department has, as part of its annual Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastruc-
ture Development Programme, provided limited funding to assist coastal Local Authorities in 
carrying out small scale projects for the development and repair of piers, harbours and slipways 
in their ownership. Since 2010, over €31 million in funding has been provided by my Depart-
ment under this scheme. 

In continuance of the Governments investments in Marine Infrastructures to date, this year 
I announced details of a further €38.3m Capital Investment Package (2021 Fishery Harbour 
and Coastal Infrastructure Development Programme) for the ongoing development of Ireland’s 
publicly owned harbour network including Local Authority Harbours across 12 coastal Local 
Authorities.

In line with the Government commitments, my Department continues to strategically invest 
in the Fishery Harbour Centres.  This includes increasing landing capacity at both Castletown-
bere, Killybegs and Howth Fishery Harbour Centres through pier extensions.

Additionally, under this year’s programme, I approved funding of €4.2m for a significantly 
enhanced programme to assist coastal Local Authorities undertake and complete 79 develop-
ment and repair projects on harbours and slipways owned by them. The package provides fund-
ing for maintenance and repair works in addition to supporting the ongoing development and 
enhancement of harbour facilities, including some marine leisure developments.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW03600Fishing Industry

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW037003390. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
progress in addressing recommendation 8.8 (1) of the Independent Aquaculture Licensing Re-
view Group. [40163/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW038003391. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
progress in addressing recommendation 8.8 (3) of the Independent Aquaculture Licensing Re-
view Group. [40164/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW039003392. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
progress in addressing recommendation 8.10 (1) of the Independent Aquaculture Licensing 
Review Group. [40165/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW040003393. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
progress in addressing recommendation 8.13 (1) of the Independent Aquaculture Licensing 
Review Group. [40166/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW041003394. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
progress in addressing recommendation 8.13 (2) of the Independent Aquaculture Licensing 
Review Group. [40167/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW042003395. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
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progress in addressing recommendation 8.16 (1) of the Independent Aquaculture Licensing 
Review Group. [40168/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW04300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 3390 to 3395, inclusive, together.

The Independent Aquaculture Licensing Review Group carried out a detailed examination 
of the existing aquaculture licensing process, undertook comprehensive stakeholder consulta-
tion and examined comparative national and international consent systems to determine best 
practice for managing a complex licensing process in a transparent, environmentally appropri-
ate and legally robust manner.  

One of the main drivers for the Review was the backlog of aquaculture licence applications 
which arose as a result of a negative judgment against Ireland for breaches of the EU Birds and 
Habitats Directives. A key recommendation of the Report was that my Department put in place 
a strategy to eliminate the backlog of licence applications. This has been the primary focus of 
my Department since the publication of the Report and has resulted in over 700 licence deter-
minations being made since 2017. The backlog in shellfish licensing has now been eliminated 
as an issue affecting the industry and significant progress is also being made in relation to the 
processing of applications for marine finfish aquaculture licences.

In addition, my Department has secured funding from the European Maritime Fisheries 
Fund to undertake the development of GIS modelling, to include, the spatial mapping of aqua-
culture sites. This key technical infrastructure is required to underpin the development of an 
on-line aquaculture licensing facility, as recommended by the Review Group.

The implementation of the Licensing Review Group Report forms an important part of the 
current Programme for Government and my Department is currently preparing an Implemen-
tation Programme in respect of the remaining recommendations of the Report with a view to 
their implementation, both as they apply directly to my Department and to the Agencies of my 
Department, having regard to the legislative, environmental, technical and public interest issues 
that arise.

  Question No. 3391 answered with Question No. 3390.

  Question No. 3392 answered with Question No. 3390.

  Question No. 3393 answered with Question No. 3390.

  Question No. 3394 answered with Question No. 3390.

  Question No. 3395 answered with Question No. 3390.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW04900Agriculture Schemes

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW050003396. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will add shearing as a qualification measure for the sheep welfare scheme. [40169/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW05100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I am 
very conscious of the important role that the sheep sector plays in the continued growth and 
development of our agri-food sector, and its valuable contribution to the rural economy.  I fully 
support the sheep sector.   

The strong performance of the sector in 2020 has continued into 2021.  Reductions in pro-
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duction globally and increased demand are expected to support continued strong performance 
throughout 2021. The current average price as reported on 22nd July is €6.33 per kg, which is 
20% above the same period last year.   

The Sheep Welfare Scheme was introduced in December 2016 as part of Ireland’s Rural 
Development Programme, having been agreed with the European Commission. In the four 
years of the scheme to date, €66.9 million has been paid to 18,268 farmers.  The Sheep Welfare 
scheme has been extended in 2021 as part of the transition arrangements prior to the next CAP.  
There are currently no plans to add additional measures to this Scheme.  

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW05200Agriculture Schemes

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW053003397. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will provide new entrants to the sheep welfare scheme with a rolling reference number to allow 
them to establish their flock. [40170/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW05400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Sheep Welfare Scheme was launched in December 2016 and provides a valuable support to 
farmers for undertaking actions which make a positive contribution to flock welfare. The scheme 
was initially set-up as a four year scheme, which was renewable annually. The initial four year 
period expired on the 31st of January 2021.  An allocation of an additional €17m in funding 
was provided in Budget 2021 to extend the scheme for a fifth year as we enter the transitionary 
period ahead of the introduction of the new Common Agricultural Policy.  An amendment to the 
RDP was required to give affect to the extension of the Sheep Welfare Scheme for a fifth year. 

The use of an historical reference period was included in the scheme terms and conditions 
when the scheme was launched. It was approved by the European Commission at the time, as  
a mechanism to ensure that the maximum budget available for the Scheme under the RDP was 
not exceeded and that the Scheme did not serve to incentivise production.  

I have listened to farmers’ requests to update the historical reference period from the origi-
nal 2014/2015 reference year and I am happy to confirm that the reference period will be up-
dated. This is an important step in supporting progressive and expanding sheep farmers, while 
maintain prudent financial management and not incentivising production.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW05500Agriculture Schemes

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW056003398. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to ensure that all participants in the sheep welfare scheme are provided with a later refer-
ence year that reflects the full up to date level of activity on their farm. [40171/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW05700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Sheep Welfare Scheme was launched in December 2016 and provides a valuable support to 
farmers for undertaking actions which make a positive contribution to flock welfare. The scheme 
was initially set-up as a four year scheme, which was renewable annually. The initial four year 
period expired on the 31st of January 2021.  An allocation of an additional €17m in funding 
was provided in Budget 2021 to extend the scheme for a fifth year as we enter the transitionary 
period ahead of the introduction of the new Common Agricultural Policy.  

An amendment to the RDP was required to give affect to the extension of the Sheep Welfare 
Scheme for a fifth year. A change to the reference period was also provided for in this amend-
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ment. Updating the reference year from the original 2014/2015 reference year is an important 
step in supporting progressive and expanding sheep farmers. I have listened to farmers in this 
regard and I am happy to confirm that the reference period will be updated.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW05800Agriculture Industry

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW059003399. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
steps he is taking to revive the wool market for Irish sheep farmers. [40172/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW06000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): One 
of the actions under the Programme for Government is to undertake a review of the potential 
demand in domestic and international markets for wool based products such as insulation and 
fertilisers. Following the allocation of €100,000 in Budget 2021 for this review, I initiated a 
public consultation process in early March 2021 to determine the terms of reference for such a 
review.

Interested parties were invited to submit comments on the proposed Terms of Reference 
and/or submissions on the potential market opportunities for wool products on the domestic and 
international markets. 

The proposed terms of reference were as follows: 

- the identification of market opportunities domestically and internationally for wool based 
products; 

- carrying out economic feasibility and cost benefit analysis on proposed market opportuni-
ties;  

- determining mechanisms that could be used to support industry initiatives; and 

- identification of potential research projects applicable to supporting the identified market 
opportunities. 

The closing date for submissions was 2nd April 2021 and over 40 submissions were re-
ceived. A wide range of proposals on the potential market for wool products were received.  As 
there were no material changes proposed in relation to the terms of reference for the review, 
they remain as detailed above.

I am pleased to advise the Deputy that the Request for Tenders (RFT) to carry out this major 
study  was published on 8th July 2021. The closing date for receipt of submissions is 9th August 
2021.  The successful service provider will be contracted to carry out a feasibility study in ac-
cordance with the Terms of Reference  detailed above and will be also required to examine and 
evaluate the proposals received under the public consultation process and produce a report on 
their findings.

The time frame for the completion of the review including the tendering process, consulta-
tion with the stakeholder group which I am currently establishing  and publication of the final 
report is end of November 2021.  The recommendations from this review will help focus the 
development of a robust policy roadmap for the Irish wool industry.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW06100Fishing Industry
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27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW062003400. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will immediately commence section 13 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997. [40175/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW06300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My 
Department considers all applications for aquaculture licences in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997, the Foreshore Act 1933 and applicable national 
and EU legislation.  The licensing process involves consultation with a wide range of scientific 
and technical advisors, as well as various Statutory Consultees.  The legislation also provides 
for a period of public consultation.

The average timeframe for processing an aquaculture licence varies depending on a num-
ber of factors, including location, species, scale and intensity of production, statutory status of 
proposed sites, visual impact, etc.  Other factors include consideration of any submissions or 
observations received during the public consultation period.

Section 13 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 1997 sets down timeframes within which the 
Minister shall endeavour to determine an application for an aquaculture licence.  However, in 
the absence of a commencement order, there is no statutory timeframe in force for the determi-
nation of applications for aquaculture licences under the Act.  The commencement of Section 
13 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 1997 is, however, a matter which is kept under ongoing 
review and is informed inter alia, by the need to comply fully with both national and EU re-
quirements in relation to environmental legislation.

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW06400Agriculture Industry

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW065003401. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of the applications of organisations (details supplied) to become producer organisations; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40176/21]

27/07/2021WRWWWWWWW06600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My 
Department is the competent authority under the EU Common Market Organisation Regula-
tion (1379/2013) for recognition of fisheries and aquaculture producer groups as EU Producer 
Organisations.  

In 2020, my Department received two applications from inshore fisheries producer groups, 
one of which was from the National Inshore Fishermen’s Association CLG. On 15 July 2020, 
my Department wrote to the NIFA requesting additional information to assist in consideration 
of their application. In the interim, my officials  have discussed the status of the application and 
the outstanding information required with the NIFA on a number of occasions. While my offi-
cials remain available to provide any additional guidance needed, the additional information re-
quired to progress consideration of the application has not yet been submitted by the applicant.

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX00200Departmental Surveys

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX003003402. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of the National Hedgerow Survey. [40177/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): In 
2019, it was estimated that the hedgerow length in Ireland was 689,000 Km. This was based on 
a Research Funded Project (2014-2020), ‘the Biomass Retrieval in Ireland using Active Remote 
(BRIAR) sensing project’, produced by Teagasc. 
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In line with the commitment in Programme for Government, actions by my Department 
include the forthcoming pilot ‘Farm Environmental Survey’ (FES) which aims to capture the 
habitats and biodiversity potential already present on our farms, including our hedgerow net-
works. The recently launched ‘REAP’ scheme will include assessment of hedgerow habitat 
quality on the pilot farms also.

In addition to these actions, a national land cover map of habitats being developed by the 
Environmental Protection Agency and the Ordnance Survey Ireland, with contributions from 
various Government agencies including this Department, will be concluded this year.  The 
results and long-term implementation of these initiatives are hoped to provide great strides in 
gathering data on our hedgerow habitats and more.  Efforts such as these will be essential in es-
tablishing our biodiversity baseline on farms which can benefit the farmer and the environment.

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX00500Departmental Staff

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX006003403. Deputy Paul Donnelly asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of qualified female veterinary inspectors employed by his Department in each of the 
years of 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. [40331/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
information requested by the Deputy on the number of qualified female veterinary inspectors 
employed by the Department in each of the years 2019, 2020 and current number for 2021 is 
provided in the file attached.

<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-07-27_pq340327072021_en.xlsx  “>Female Veterinary Inspectors</a>

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX00800Fishing Industry

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX009003404. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
efforts he is making to speed up the decision-making process in relation to aquaculture licens-
ing; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40378/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My 
Department considers all applications for aquaculture licences in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997, the Foreshore Act 1933 and applicable national 
and EU legislation.  The licensing process involves consultation with a wide range of scientific 
and technical advisors, as well as various Statutory Consultees.  The legislation also provides 
for a period of public consultation.

The licensing process is complex and the average time for processing an aquaculture li-
cence varies depending on a number of factors including location, species, scale and intensity 
of production, statutory status of sites and potential visual impact.  My Department takes full 
account of all scientific and technical advice as well as all issues identified during the public 
and statutory consultation phases.  Additional factors that can impact the time taken to process 
an application can include; the need for an Appropriate Assessment if the application is within 
a Natura 2000 area; whether the application is required to be accompanied by an Environmental 
Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Assessment Report; consideration of any submissions 
or observations raised during the public consultation period; the need for additional underwater 
or archaeological assessments, etc.
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All decisions in respect of aquaculture licence applications are only taken following the 
fullest consideration of all scientific, technical, legislative and public interest elements of each 
application.

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX01100Fishing Industry

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX012003405. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he will broaden the scope of the local authority element of the coastal infrastructure and de-
velopment fund to include areas such as Cromane, County Kerry in which there is substantial 
marine industrial activity but little or no existing marine infrastructure to be improved; if fea-
sibility and design funding would be available in such cases to begin the process of providing 
new infrastructure; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40379/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine owns, operates and maintains six designat-
ed State-owned Fishery Harbour Centres, located at Castletownbere, Dingle, Dunmore East, 
Howth, Killybegs and Ros An Mhíl under statute. In addition, the Department also has respon-
sibility for the upkeep and maintenance of North Harbour at Cape Clear, as well as the mainte-
nance of a small number of specific piers, lights and beacons throughout Ireland, in accordance 
with the Marine Works (Ireland) Act 1902, and piers, lights and beacons constructed under the 
auspices of the Congested Districts Board.

As you are aware, the responsibility for the development, and maintenance of Local Author-
ity owned piers, harbours and slipways rests with each Local Authority in the first instance, and 
the parent Department, the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, thereafter.

However, as part of its annual Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Development 
Programme, the  Department has, in previous years, provided  funding to assist coastal Local 
Authorities in carrying out small scale projects for the development and repair of piers, har-
bours and slipways in their ownership.

The Local Authority element of our capital programme co-funds up to 75% of the total cost 
of approved projects (subject to a maximum overall project cost of €200,000) with the Local 
Authority providing the balance.

Between the years 2010 to 2020, over €1.9 million in funding has been granted under this 
programme to Kerry County Council with approximately 25 harbours in the County benefitting, 
over that period.

Under this year’s programme, funding of €4.2m has been approved to assist coastal Local 
Authorities undertake and complete 79 development and repair projects on harbours and slip-
ways owned by them. The package provides funding for maintenance and repair works in ad-
dition to supporting the ongoing development and enhancement of harbour facilities, including 
some marine leisure developments. 

Kerry County Council has secured funding of €213.75k under this year’s programme, to 
undertake three projects in total.

No application for funding was received under this year’s programme in relation to Cro-
mane.

The focus of my Departments scheme remains focused on supporting actual capital works, 
it is a matter for Kerry County Council to progress any preparatory studies, permitting and de-
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sign works.

Should any application be made for funding by Kerry County Council under any future 
programme in relation to actual capital works at Cromane, it will be given due consideration, 
taking into account the terms and conditions of the scheme, the priority attached to the project 
by the Council, available Exchequer funding and overall national priorities.

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX01400Fishing Industry

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX015003406. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
his Department’s maximum contribution under the local authority element of the coastal infra-
structure and development fund will be increased beyond €200,000; if the requirement of 25% 
match funding from the local authority will be reduced; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40380/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine owns, operates and maintains six designat-
ed State-owned Fishery Harbour Centres, located at Castletownbere, Dingle, Dunmore East, 
Howth, Killybegs and Ros An Mhíl under statute. In addition, the Department also has respon-
sibility for the upkeep and maintenance of North Harbour at Cape Clear, as well as the mainte-
nance of a small number of specific piers, lights and beacons throughout Ireland, in accordance 
with the Marine Works (Ireland) Act 1902, and piers, lights and beacons constructed under the 
auspices of the Congested Districts Board.

As you are aware, the responsibility for the development, and maintenance of Local Author-
ity owned piers, harbours and slipways rests with each Local Authority in the first instance, and 
the parent Department, the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, thereafter.

However, as part of its annual Fishery Harbour and Coastal Infrastructure Development 
Programme, the  Department has, in previous years, provided funding to assist coastal Local 
Authorities in carrying out small scale projects for the development and repair of piers, har-
bours and slipways in their ownership. Since 2010, over €31 million in funding has been pro-
vided by my Department under this scheme.

This scheme does not remove the overall responsibility of the Local Authorities to provide 
funding to maintain the Marine infrastructure under their ownership.

Under this year’s programme, I have approved funding of €4.2m to assist coastal Local Au-
thorities undertake and complete 79 small scale development and repair projects on harbours 
and slipways owned by them. The package provides funding for maintenance and repair works 
in addition to supporting the ongoing development and enhancement of harbour facilities, in-
cluding some marine leisure developments.   

The Local Authority element of our capital programme co-funds up to 75% of the total cost 
of approved projects (subject to a maximum overall project cost of €200,000) with the Local 
Authority providing the balance.  The limit was increased from €150,000 to €200,000 in 2020.

By increasing the maximum allowable funding available to a  project this would inevitably 
reduce the number of projects that could be co-funded, and the broad geographical benefits of 
this funding.  

As the clear focus of the Local Authority scheme is on small scale capital works, there are 
no plans to increase the Departments contribution levels per project at this time, however I will 
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keep this position under review.

  Question No. 3407 answered with Question No. 3379.

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX01800Forestry Sector

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX019003408. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if legislation and regulation will be reviewed to address the issue of serial objectors in respect 
of forestry and felling licensing; if fair restrictions on objections will be considered to reduce 
instances of objections in which the object has little or no ties to the area concerned; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40382/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I have 
already introduced legislation on this issue to better align forestry appeals with the planning 
process, namely the Forestry (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2020 which was enacted on 5th 
October last.  To give effect to these, I signed the Forestry (Licence Application and Submission 
Fees) Regulations 2020 (S.I. No. 417/2020) and the Forestry Appeals Committee Regulations 
(S.I. No. 418/2020).  

Both sets of regulations provide for a more effective and efficient licence application sub-
mission and appeals process.  417/2020 introduces an application fee of €20 per forestry licence 
application.  All applications are advertised and opened for public consultation.  Interested 
persons may make a submission on any forestry licence application, which under 417/2020, 
must be accompanied by a fee of €20.  The table below, by way of example, shows the number 
of submissions received on afforestation licence applications by month in 2020 and 2021.  All 
applications are opened for a second stage, if an Appropriate Assessment Report or a Natura 
Impact Statement (NIS) is received.

SI 418/2020 introduced changes to provide for a more efficient forestry licensing appeals 
process.  Among other things, a fee of €200 on all appeals to the independent Forestry Appeals 
Committee (FAC) was introduced. Up to the introduction of the fee, the FAC had received 393 
valid appeals in 2020.  Following 7th October, when the fee was introduced, 44 further appeals 
were received in 2020 and to date this year, 68 appeals have been received.  This means they 
have dropped from an average of ten per week to two now.

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX02100Coillte Teoranta

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX022003409. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
Coillte lands in County Kerry that are currently open to members of the public for recreational 
use such as walking and cycling; if a full list or map of all Coillte lands in County Kerry will 
be provided; if a further expansion of access will be considered in respect of lands not currently 
accessible for walking or cycling; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40383/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX02300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Coillte 
CGA was established as a private commercial company under the Forestry Act, 1988 and day-
to-day operational matters are the responsibility of the company. 

I have therefore passed the questions raised to Coillte for response and direct reply to the 
Deputy.
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27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX02400Forestry Sector

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX025003410. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
the output to date in 2021 of afforestation, roads and felling licences; the way this compares 
with the licensing output for the same dates in each of the years 2016 to 2020; the percentage 
increase or decrease in output compared to those dates in tabular form; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [40458/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX026003411. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of felling, afforestation and roads licences yet to be approved by county and nationally 
in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40459/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX027003414. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
total forestry licensing output to date; the output required in the remaining months of 2021 if his 
Department is to reach its stated aim of issuing 4,500 forestry licences in 2021 for each month 
in 2021, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40462/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 3410, 3411 and 3414 together.

Resolving the delays in issuing forestry licences is one of my top priorities as Minister. 
Along with Minister of State Pippa Hackett who has responsibility for the sector, we have de-
voted considerable efforts towards resolving it.  The reasons for the current backlog are well 
known.  The Department was obliged to make significant changes to the forestry licensing sys-
tem due to European Court of Justice and Irish law rulings relating to the protection of European 
sites.  This led directly to most forestry projects being screened in for Appropriate Assessment. 

This has been very challenging to implement and resulted in a requirement for much greater 
ecological input into licensing and to a delay in issuing licences, while new procedures were 
introduced and additional IT, ecology and inspectorate resources were put in place.  Significant 
resources and investment have been devoted to implementing these new procedures and Min-
ister of State Hackett has introduced a framework under Project Woodland towards resolving 
the entire licensing issue.

Improvements have been made to the system for the preparation of Appropriate Assess-
ment Screening Determinations, Appropriate Assessment Reports and Appropriate Assessment 
Determinations.  Currently, these operate for  felling licence applications, and our ecologists 
are working mostly on these felling applications, but similar process improvements will be ap-
plied to assist with forest road works and afforestation licence applications.  This was notified 
to Registered Foresters in Circular 8 of 2021.

June was the highest month for the issuing of private felling licences in over five years and 
included 226 private felling licences or an average rate of over 50 private felling licences a 
week.  In total, the Department was issuing an average of 95 licences over the last seven weeks 
which was a 50% increase on previous weeks this year.

 This rate of licence decisions will not be possible in July and early August because of the 
introduction of a mandatory consultation period of 30 days for cases that are undergoing Ap-
propriate Assessment, but output will increase again from mid-August.  Continued high output 
will also depend on receiving good quality harvest plans from applicants and their agents and 
good quality Natura Impact Statements (NIS), where sought.  

Initiatives under Project Woodland will bring further improvements in licensing efficiency 
and output. The Project Board overseeing the project had issued its first interim report this week 
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outlining some next steps in respect of recommendations received. A business system analyst is 
conducting a review of the licensing process.  Furthermore, a regulatory review of the licensing 
system will be carried out by an independent expert.

The Department has now issued 1,900 forestry licences this year (to 23rd July), which is 
25% up on the same time last year.  I expect that the latter months of the year will see the target 
4,500 licences achieved.  We are making progress and I am hopeful that further gains in effi-
ciency will be possible due to these proposals.

The attached spreadsheet shows the number of licences issued by type from 2016 to 2020 
and to 23rd July 2021, for afforestation, forest road works and tree felling licences.  It also 
shows the total for each licence type for the first half (January to June) in each year 2016 to 
2021 and a percentage comparison of the number of licences issued, for each licence type in 
each year, against 2021.

  Question No. 3411 answered with Question No. 3410.

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX03000Forestry Sector

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX031003412. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on the impact of the introduction of SI No. 293 on forestry licensing output; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40460/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Department has made a change to the way in which forestry projects that require Appropri-
ate Assessments under the Habitats Directive are assessed.  This change, which was recently 
implemented, is necessary to give full effect to legislative changes made by the European Union 
(Birds and Natural Habitats) (Amendment) Regulations, 2021, (S.I. No. 293 of 2021) recently 
introduced by the Department of Housing and Planning.  In response to the instrument, my De-
partment has initiated a revised public consultation to ensure that there is full public participa-
tion in decision-making around projects that may have affect European sites. 

In addition to the initial public consultation process opened when the forestry licence appli-
cation is first advertised, a second   30-day consultation period will commence after receipt of a 
Natura Impact Statement (NIS) or after an Appropriate Assessment Report (AAR) is produced 
by my Department.  If a NIS is submitted with the initial application only one public consulta-
tion period is required.  

This new requirement has had an initial  impact on our ability to issue forestry licence deci-
sions on files subject to Appropriate Assessment as these had to be advertised for the requisite 
period.  This is reflected in the number of licences issued since the introduction of the SI.  Out-
put will begin to increase again in mid-August.

There are approx. 1,700 private forestry licence applications awaiting assessment by an 
Ecologist, that will require Appropriate Assessment and therefore will be opened for this sec-
ond public consultation phase.  Of the Coillte applications received earlier this year, approx. 
1,600 are still awaiting decision and a significant number of this will also require ecological 
assessment.

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX03300Forestry Sector

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX034003413. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
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next steps his Department is taking with respect of the regulatory review of the forestry licens-
ing system in Ireland; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40461/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): When 
Minister of State, Senator Pippa Hackett who has overall responsibility for the sector, and I 
launched Project Woodland in February of this year, I had two objectives.  One to address and 
review the forestry licensing system and the second was to agree a shared national view to long-
term approach to forestry and woodland creation in Ireland.

The review of the licensing process is a top priority and the regulatory review is of key 
importance. This is a high-level review of the regulatory and planning process for forestry li-
censing in Ireland.  My Department is in the process of securing the services of an independent 
person or persons with appropriate legal and environmental expertise to carry it out. A tender 
process on this has commenced.

The review will include an examination of experiences in other Member States in licensing 
forestry activities and how they comply with EU legislation and from this, what lessons we can 
bring to our licensing systems.  Given the importance of this analysis, we will have to accord 
enough time for this review to be comprehensive in nature.  

Complementary to this review is the end-to-end process review of forestry licensing proce-
dures and the IT system which is being conducted by an independent business analyst.  There 
is a plan in place to finalise this work by September, at which stage it will then be examined by 
Working Group 4 and recommendations will be brought to the Project Board for consideration.  

These two comprehensive reviews of the end-to-end licensing process and the regulatory 
framework will, I believe, lead to lasting  improvements in the efficiency and effectiveness of 
the system and will help us better meet the needs of landowners, forest owners, timber produc-
ers and all involved in forestry in Ireland.

  Question No. 3414 answered with Question No. 3410.

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX03700Forestry Sector

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX038003415. Deputy Michael Collins asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
his attention has been drawn to the concerns of the forestry industry in relation to the European 
Commission Forestry Strategy and the failure to take into account the views of the European 
forestry sector during the formulation of the strategy; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40463/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
European Commission published the new European Forest Strategy on 16th July 2021. The 
strategy was prepared as part of the European Green Deal as well as building on the EU Bio-
diversity Strategy to 2030. The strategy covers the entire forest cycle as well as promoting the 
many services forests provides. 

An EU wide public consultation on the strategy took place prior to its publication. This 
consultation happened in two phases. The first phase ‘the roadmap consultation’ lasted from 
30 October 2020 until 4 December 2020. 308 replies were received to this stage of the process 
of which 8% came from company / business organisations. The next phase was an open public 
consultation that was conducted between 25 January 2021 and 19 April 2021. This consulta-
tion took the form of a survey published on the European Commission website published in 
all official European Union languages. In total 19,117 replies were received to the survey, 91% 
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of which came from individual EU citizens, with 81 of these replies coming from Irish based 
respondents. 

My Department is aware of the concerns expressed by Forest Industries Ireland (FII) in 
their formal written response to the EU Forest Strategy. This process is only beginning though 
at both EU and national level and it is important that all stakeholders continue to engage and 
engage early in order to help shape the process. 

The new EU Forest Strategy will also feed into how we shape the new Irish Forestry Strat-
egy currently being developed by Project Woodland. The Irish strategy will recognise the multi-
functionality of forests as yielding social, economic and environmental benefits guided by an 
overarching commitment to Sustainable Forest Management. From engaging with Minister of 
State Pippa Hackett, who has overall responsibility for the sector, our Forest Strategy will be 
subject to full public and stakeholder consultation which is planned to commence this year and 
it is my hope that all stakeholders will participate in that consultation along with other stake-
holders and the wider public to develop an ambitious new national Forest strategy for Ireland.

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX04000Departmental Correspondence

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX041003416. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
status of the beef finisher payment appeal application for a person (details supplied); and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [40612/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Beef Finisher Payment (BFP) scheme was an exchequer funded grant aid scheme under the 
COVID-19 State Aid Temporary Framework.  The objective of the BFP was to provide support 
for beef finishing farms in Ireland which have been severely impacted by the economic effects 
of the pandemic.  Payment was based on the number of cattle sent for slaughter in the period 
from 1st February 2020 to 12th June 2020 inclusive with applications accepted from the 19th 
August 2020 to the 9th September 2020. 

The named applicant submitted an application on line on 26th August, 2020 for the BFP 
scheme.  The number of animals eligible (subject to adherence to the terms and conditions) 
is populated automatically at the time from verification of the Departments animal movement 
system.  In this case, four animals populated as being eligible. The applicant received payment 
for these four animals on 18th November, 2020. The applicant submitted a request on 26th Au-
gust 2020 as well to check 14 more animals he had slaughtered on 15th June 2020.  This was 
reviewed and as the animals were slaughtered outside the reference period (1st February 2020 
to 12th June 2020) he was notified by letter on 12th October, 2020, that he was unsuccessful.  
He was informed that he had the option to appeal to the Agriculture Appeals Office (AAO)

On the 15th December 2020, the Department received a request for the file from the AAO.  
The Department received notification from the AAO of an unsuccessful appeal in this case on 
9th April, 2021 due to not meeting requirements to slaughter animals between the dates 1st 
February to 12th June 2020 inclusive.

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX04300Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX044003417. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
last occasion on which a Department-wide review of all funding within his Department took 
place; the frequency of such reviews; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40629/21]
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27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX04500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Deputy will be aware that much of the funding within my Department is derived either in full or 
in part from the European Union’s Multi-annual Financial Framework (MFF), which is in place 
to deliver the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP).  As such, it is subject to regular review and 
reform at EU and national level.  A new CAP regulatory framework has been recently agreed 
which will provide the basis for a new CAP strategic plan in 2023.

By way of example, the monitoring and evaluation of Rural Development Programme 
(RDP) expenditure (which constitutes Pillar 2 of the CAP)  is critical to ensure accountability, 
to allow for improvements in the design and targeting of support, to demonstrate the progress 
and achievements of rural development policy, and to achieve value for money in the use of 
public funds. 

During the 2014-2020 programming period, my Department was required to submit annual 
implementation reports to the European Commission to measure progress on the achievement 
of various Programme targets. More detailed reports were required in 2017 and 2019 and an ex-
post evaluation of the 2014-2020 RDP will be completed in 2026. In addition, evaluations were 
conducted on a number of individual RDP measures such as the Burren Programme and the 
Green Low-Carbon Agri-Environment Scheme (GLAS).  Further information and details on all 
monitoring and evaluation activities carried out by DAFM on the 2014-2020 RDP are available 
here: www.gov.ie/en/collection/6606a-rural-development-programme-rdp-2014-2020/#moni-
toring-evaluation 

Outside the CAP processes, my Department conducts a number of policy reviews on an 
ongoing basis. This includes contributing to the Spending Review process, which is an annual 
process to evaluate programmes and support evidence-based policy making. Spending Review 
papers are produced by all Departments and published by the Department of Public Expendi-
ture and Reform covering a range of policy areas.

Since January 2019, four papers have been published. These papers are led by our internal 
resources here in the Department and therefore no external costs were incurred. 

The papers published were:

1.  Animal Health – TB Eradication (2019) 

2.  Beef Data Genomics Programme (2019)

3.  Teagasc AGRIP Research Programme (2020)

4.  DAFM Competitive Research Programme (2020). 

The 2019 papers are available: www.gov.ie/en/collection/5915ad-spending-
review/#agriculture 

The 2020 papers are available: www.gov.ie/en/collection/daf0c-spending-review-papers-
2020/#agriculture 

My Department will continue to work to ensure that policy formulation is supported by a 
robust evidence base to ensure that value for money central to policy making. 

All reviews outlined above are considered annually as part of the budgetary process.

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX04600Forestry Sector
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27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX047003418. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
average waiting time for a new felling, afforestation and roads forestry licences, respectively in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40682/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX04800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Re-
solving the licensing issues remains my main priority. June was the highest month for the issu-
ing of private felling licences in over five years and included 226 private felling licences or an 
average rate of over 50 private felling licences a week.  In total, the Department was issuing an 
average of 95 licences over the  seven weeks up to the end of June which was a 50% increase 
on previous weeks this year.

Because of the recent introduction of a consultation period of 30 days for cases that are un-
dergoing Appropriate Assessment, on foot of the European Union (Birds and Natural Habitats) 
(Amendment) Regulations S.I 293 of 2021, this rate of licence decisions has not been possible 
in July and will only show an upturn in  mid-August.  Continued high output will also depend 
on receiving good quality harvest plans from applicants and their agents and good quality Na-
tura Impact Statements (NIS), where sought. 

Along with Minister of State Pippa Hackett, who has overall responsibility for the sector, we 
remain committed to issuing 4,500 licences this year, which is an increase of 75% on last year, 
and I am hopeful that we will meet this target.

The average time in months, for forestry licence decisions is given in the table below, which 
is for licences issued this year.

Forestry Licence Decisions 2021
Afforestation 10.0 
Felling 7.6 
Roads 9.2 

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX04900Forestry Sector

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX050003419. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if he anticipates that Ireland will reach it’s 8,000ha afforestation target in 2021; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [40683/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX051003420. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
afforestation rates for each of the years 2015 to 2020 by year; the expected forecast afforestation 
rates for each of the years 2021 to 2025, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [40685/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX05200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 3419 and 3420 together.

Forestry will play an important role in meeting our environmental objectives under the Cli-
mate Action Plan and on biodiversity, as outlined in the Programme for Government. In terms 
of afforestation, the Department continues to receive and issue forestry licences daily.  

At this time, it appears that Ireland will not achieve the target 8,000ha of new afforestation 
planted this year.  I expect that my Department will issue licences in respect of 5,000 new hect-
ares this year which when added to licences already issued and unused should be sufficient to 
meet this target. Every licence is valuable and I would include all landowners to use them and 
enjoy the long-term economic and environmental benefits of afforestation. 
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There are many reasons why landowners decide not to plant forestry, including competition 
for other land uses and change of ownership.  Delays in licensing is a contributory factor.  From 
engagements with Minister of State Pippa Hackett, who has overall responsibility for the sector, 
we area addressing these delays through Project Woodland, which will bring improvements in 
licence processing efficiency and output.  We are committed to issuing 4,500 forestry licences 
this year, which is a 75% increase on last year’s output.  I am hopeful we will meet this target.

The target of 8,000ha new afforestation is set out in the Government’s Climate Action Plan, 
2019.  The afforestation rates for 2015 to 2020 are set out in the table below.  Since 7th August, 
2018, the validity period of afforestation licences was changed to three years,.  The landowner 
is free to seek financial approval, which is a straightforward process, at any time they are ready 
to commence planting, once within the validity of the licence.  To the end of June, my Depart-
ment has paid for 1,243ha of newly established forestry.  In addition to this, there is 5,500ha 
approved and ready to plant.  To 23rd July, new afforestation approvals have issued for 2,732ha 
and there is approx. 7,500ha in the system, awaiting approval.  

Afforestation 
Rates

County 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Total 6,284.28 6,499.80 5,535.75 4,025.48 3,549.89 2,434.32

  Question No. 3420 answered with Question No. 3419.

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX05400Forestry Sector

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX055003421. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of felling, afforestation and roads licences yet to be approved for County Kerry; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [40690/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX05600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): My 
Department receives forestry licence applications and issues decisions daily.  To date this year 
(23rd July), 1,900 forestry licences, which is 25% up on the same time last year.  

The table below shows the number of forestry licences on hand for each licence type for Co. 
Kerry, or where a licence may cross county boundaries, e.g. Cork and Kerry.

Forestry Licence Type Number
Afforestation 85 
Forest Roads 64 
Tree Felling 271 
Total 420 

  Question No. 3422 answered with Question No. 3379.

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX05800Animal Breeding

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX059003423. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
amount paid to or through an organisation (details supplied) by his Department in the past three 
years; if he is satisfied that the governance structures of this organisation are up to the required 
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standards needed to handle this funding in view of the recent resignation of the finance officer 
of the organisation from that position and from the executive of the organisation and due to the 
constant turmoil at board and membership level; the steps he plans to take to ensure good gov-
ernance standards by the organisation; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [40754/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX06000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Connemara Pony Breeders Society (CPBS) is a company registered with the Company Reg-
istrations Office and has been approved by my Department as a Studbook for the Connemara 
Pony breed.  In that regard it operates a breeding programme for the genetic improvement of the 
breed. The company has been an applicant for funding under my Department’s Equine Techni-
cal Support Scheme and has received funds as follows for the previous 3 years:

2018 €152,844.00

2019 €131,841.00

2020 €120,017.78

The company receives no grant towards the operation of the organisation. 

Proper financial controls carried out by the organisation itself are of paramount importance 
for any monies received from my Department, under The Equine Technical Support Scheme.  
My Department carries out a financial compliance check each year on such monies provided to 
the organisation.   For monies to be allocated this year governance aspects around the financial 
controls applied can be examined.

I have been informed that the CPBS finance officer resigned from the Council and the role 
as the CPBS Finance officer on Monday 12th   July 2021. The reasons for the resignation are 
currently being considered by the CPBS board.

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX06100Horticulture Sector

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX062003424. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he had recent discussions with representative groups and other Departments in relation to the 
urgent need to resolve the difficulties facing the mushroom and horticulture sectors and the 
harvesting of peat; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [41063/21]

27/07/2021WRXXXXXXX06300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): In 
relation to peat extraction, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine has no involve-
ment in its regulation. This is a planning process under the remit of the Department of Housing, 
Local Government and Heritage and an Integrated Pollution Control (IPC) license process, 
under the remit of the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment. 

I continue to engage directly with the sector, most recently meeting with the Mushroom In-
dustry on the issues they face. Minister of State Pippa Hackett has ongoing engagement directly 
with the horticulture sector across a range of issues, including peat use, involving meeting as 
well as site visits to commercial Mushroom, Amenity horticulture vegetable production sites. 
This includes meeting with members of the IFA Horticulture committee last October and spe-
cifically with the Mushroom and Amenity representatives in June.  I also met with members of 
the sector in Monaghan and Wexford recently.

Furthermore, as the co chair of the Horticulture Industry Forum (HIF), Minister  Hackett has 
met with the industry in October and April, where the Peat situation was also discussed.
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27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY00200Agriculture Industry

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY003003425. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
Department will initiate an independent review of the EIA (Agriculture) Regulations, 2011 and 
2017 and their implementation. [41084/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Since 
the introduction of these regulations my Department has strengthened the assessment of EIA 
applications and the implementation of the EIA (Agriculture) regulations. My Department has 
recently initiated a review of the regulations and their implementation.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY00500Forestry Sector

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY006003426. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the estimated cost of planting 125,000 hectares of foresting with a mixture of broad leaf 
and native species. [41194/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Afforestation Grant and Premium Scheme offers a fixed grant towards the costs, subject to the 
maximum laid down in the Scheme’s terms and conditions.  In addition, annual premiums are 
payable on new forests that qualify for an afforestation grant for a maximum period of 15 years.

The Scheme offers 12 different grant and premiums categories (GPC) based on different 
species options.  Grants are payable in two instalments, on initial afforestation along with the 
first year’s premium and the remaining instalment four years later.  It is worth noting that all 
GPCs have a mandatory 15% broadleaf element. 

In calculating the costs, the percentage of forestry planted in each of the broadleaf and na-
tive species GPCs in 2020 was applied to planting 125,000ha.  Therefore, the total grant pay-
able would be €740.55m; the total first premium would be €80.80m.  The additional premiums 
payable annually for up to 15 years would cost €1,131.28m.  The total outlay for 125,000ha of 
new afforestation would be €1,952.64m. 

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY00800Agriculture Industry

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY009003427. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the estimated full year cost of a basic income payment to full-time farmers engaged in 
agroecological or high nature value farming. [41195/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY010003428. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine the estimated full year cost of providing full-time farmers engaged in agroecological or 
high nature value farming with a basic income of €350 per week. [41196/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 3427 and 3428 together.

The information requested by the Deputy is not available. The Basic Payment Scheme is 
paid based on Payment Entitlements and provides a direct income support to Irish farmers to 
underpin their continued sustainability and viability. The Basic Payment Scheme does not dis-
tinguish between full-time or part-time farmers or by farming type.

  Question No. 3428 answered with Question No. 3427.
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27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY01300Broadband Infrastructure

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY014003429. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if a project in County Kerry has been made aware of the availability of a nearby facility (details 
supplied); if so, if she will provide details of any such contact; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [40397/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY01500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Star-
link is an initiative of the company SpaceX. My officials have engaged with SpaceX, but have 
had no substantive role in the physical deployment of the company’s technology so far, aside 
from facilitating the company to present at one of the regular Broadband Officer network meet-
ings. As a result of that presentation, Kerry County Council and SpaceX agreed to trial the 
Starlink technology in the Black Valley, and I and my officials have watched with interest as 
that project has developed. Given the fact that my Department is not directly involved in the op-
erational deployment of this trial, I am not aware of any involvement of the facility referenced 
by the Deputy.  I have, however, asked my officials to relay the information to Kerry County 
Council.

As the Deputy may be aware, a second phase of the Airband TVWS pilot project is planned 
for the Black Valley. Following the success of Phase 1 in an urban environment in Carlow 
Town, it is hoped that Phase 2 will provide valuable insights into the viability of the Airband 
solution in rural and isolated areas with little to no telecoms infrastructure.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY01600Community Development Projects

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY017003430. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when her Department plans to reopen the community services programme for applications. 
[39116/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY01800Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Joe O’Brien): My Department’s Community Services Programme (CSP) supports over 420 
community organisations to provide local services through a social enterprise model. The CSP 
provides an annual co-funding contribution of €19,033 for each fulltime equivalent (FTE) posi-
tion being supported, and, where warranted, provides €32,000 towards the cost of employing a 
manager. 

Qualifying organisations must be social enterprises capable of generating income from their 
activities in order to meet the full salary costs of the supported posts, for example, from income 
received from the public use of facilities and services.

Indecon International Economic Consultants carried out an independent review of CSP, on 
behalf of my Department, with the final report and a high level action plan published in late 
September 2020. My Department and Pobal have now commenced work on the restructuring of 
the Programme in association with the CSP Consultative Group.  

Pending the transition to the new restructured programme, the scheme is closed to new 
applications through the Expression of Interest process. However, it is anticipated that the Pro-
gramme will facilitate new entrants via calls to address identified gaps in service delivery later 
in 2021.   

As a first step in that regard, on 28 April, my Department, in collaboration with the Depart-
ment for Transport, launched a three-year bike pilot initiative for the provision of high quality 
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up-cycled bicycles and e-bikes for those on low incomes and/or those who are most margin-
alised and disadvantaged.  Funding of €3m is being provided by the Department of Transport 
for this initiative over a three-year period and will be made available through my Department’s 
Community Services Programme.  

The application process for this call closed on 28th May last.  The Department received 
fourteen applications and the five applicants approved for support under this pilot initiative are

- The Rediscovery Centre & Rothar Velo in Dublin 9.

- Frontline Bikes/ Frontline Make Change in Dublin 8.

- Treo Port Lairge CLG (aka Renew Enterprises) in Waterford.

- The Life Cycle Consortium in Galway – Westside Resource Centre and An Mheitheal 
Rothar.

- Sign & Cycle in Cork – Cork Community Cycles & Deaf Enterprises.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY01900Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY020003431. Deputy Pat Buckley asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
reason funding was not provided for a centre (details supplied) to ensure it is fully staffed; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [39255/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY02100Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Joe O’Brien): The Government is aware of the challenges facing community and voluntary 
organisations and is committed to working closely with the sector in managing through these, 
recognising that it will require a whole of Government approach. To that end, Government and 
my Department have introduced a wide range of supports to assist sectors in dealing with the 
impact of COVID-19 and social restrictions necessary in the interests of public health. 

During 2020, the Dormant Accounts funded COVID-19 Stability Fund supported close to 
600 organisations to continue to deliver vital services to the communities that depend on them. 
An additional allocation of €10m has been provided to the Stability Fund for 2021 as part of the 
revised Resilience and Recovery plan announced on Tuesday 23rd February by an Taoiseach. 

The COVID-19 Stability Fund 2021 was launched on Thursday 6th May and open for ap-
plications from May 20th -27th, and was again targeted at organisations which deliver critical 
services to vulnerable people within their community but which now face closure or a loss of 
service due to the impact of the pandemic. This funding is targeted at supporting not-for-profit 
organisations to continue to meet non-pay current commitments on overhead costs only. 

In order to be eligible, an organisation must demonstrate a loss in private income of 25% or 
more in 2020 when compared with 2019 and/or a projected loss in private income of 25% or 
more in 2021 when compared with 2019. ‘Private Income’ refers to income generated by the 
organisation itself through trading, fundraising, legacies i.e., funding received from sources 
other than the state. 

Salary costs are not considered eligible expenditure under this funding stream as Govern-
ment has introduced wage supports such as the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS).

I was pleased to announce tranche one of funding to 180 successful applicants on 9th July 
2021, allocating close to €4.5m in funding. Remaining applications, including from the organi-
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sation in question, are currently being appraised and assessed and outcomes will be notified in 
due course.  

All allocations will be published on the Gov.ie website. In general, I would encourage all 
organisations to continue to engage with their Local Authority and Local Development Com-
pany, and to check on the Gov.ie website in order to be aware of funding opportunities as they 
become available.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY02200Rural Schemes

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY023003432. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if she will respond to queries raised by a person (details supplied) in respect of access to Leader 
funding; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [39276/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY02400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
Funding under the LEADER programme is provided under a broad range of themes, including 
enterprise development and social inclusion. In December 2020, I launched the Transitional 
LEADER Programme which came into effect from 1 April 2021 and will run to the end of 2022. 
The programme is delivered through Local Action Groups (LAGs) in each of the 28 LEADER 
sub-regional areas around the country. 

The decision to approve a project, or otherwise, is a matter for the LAG which administers 
the programme in each LEADER area.  

In order for a project to be eligible for LEADER funding, it must be compatible with the 
actions outlined in the approved Local Development Strategy for the relevant LEADER area 
and it must comply with the Operating Rules and EU Regulations in place for the programme. 

In relation to the case highlighted by the Deputy, the applicant has the right to request a 
review of decisions made by the LAG as per LEADER Operating Rules Section 21.2. The De-
partment has been informed that, as of the 20th July last, the LAG has notified the applicant in 
writing of the right of appeal and is awaiting a formal reply.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY02500Rural Recreation Policy

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY026003433. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if she is in receipt of a proposal for a blueway from Mallow to Ballyduff through Killavullenk, 
Castletownroche, Ballyhooly, Fermoy and Clondulane, County Cork; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [39284/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY02700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme provides funding for the development of new out-
door recreational infrastructure and for maintenance and promotion of existing outdoor recre-
ational infrastructure in rural Ireland.

Cork County Council were approved for funding of €200,000 under the 2020 Outdoor Rec-
reation Infrastructure Scheme for the development of trails at Mallow Castle/Town Park and 
Blueway Facilities along the River Blackwater at Killavullen.  Cork County Council has re-
quested permission to revise the scope of the approved works due to issues with the Blueway 
element of the project. My Department has requested further information from Cork County 
Council so that it can fully consider the revision.
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27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY02800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY029003434. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if she will examine the case of an organisation (details supplied) which was eligible under the 
priority criteria for the COVID-19 Stability Fund for Community and Voluntary, Charity and 
Social Enterprises but did not receive any funding. [39305/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY03000Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Joe O’Brien): The Government is aware of the challenges facing community and voluntary 
organisations and is committed to working closely with the sector in managing through these, 
recognising that it will require a whole of Government approach. To that end, Government and 
my Department have introduced a wide range of supports to assist sectors in dealing with the 
impact of COVID-19 and social restrictions necessary in the interests of public health. 

During 2020, the Dormant Accounts funded COVID-19 Stability Fund supported close to 
600 organisations to continue to deliver vital services to the communities that depend on them. 
An additional allocation of €10m has been provided to the Stability Fund for 2021 as part of the 
revised Resilience and Recovery plan announced on Tuesday 23rd February by an Taoiseach. 

The COVID-19 Stability Fund 2021 was launched on Thursday 6th May and open for ap-
plications from May 20th -27th, and was again targeted at organisations which deliver critical 
services to vulnerable people within their community but which now face closure or a loss of 
service due to the impact of the pandemic. This funding is targeted at supporting not-for-profit 
organisations to continue to meet non-pay current commitments on overhead costs only. 

In order to be eligible, an organisation must demonstrate a loss in private income of 25% or 
more in 2020 when compared with 2019 and/or a projected loss in private income of 25% or 
more in 2021 when compared with 2019. ‘Private Income’ refers to income generated by the 
organisation itself through trading, fundraising, legacies i.e., funding received from sources 
other than the state. 

Salary costs are not considered eligible expenditure under this funding stream as Govern-
ment has introduced wage supports such as the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme (EWSS).

As per published guidance:

- Organisations that have not received previous support from the DRCD COVID-19 Sta-
bility Scheme 2020 or other Government schemes (Public/State);

- Organisations that are experiencing severe financial difficulties and are at risk of severely 
reducing their eligible critical services and supports and/or in danger of not continuing and/or 
reopening;

- Organisations that are not in receipt of public/state funding or where public/state fund-
ing represents a relatively small percentage of overall income, will be prioritised for support.

I was pleased to announce tranche one of funding under the 2021 Fund to 180 successful ap-
plicants on 9th July 2021, allocating close to €4.5m in funding. Remaining applications, includ-
ing from the organisation in question, are currently being appraised and assessed and outcomes 
will be notified in due course.  

All allocations will be published on the Gov.ie website. In general, I would encourage all 
organisations to continue to engage with their Local Authority and Local Development Com-
pany, and to check on the Gov.ie website in order to be aware of funding opportunities as they 
become available.
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27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY03100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY032003435. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
she will address matters (details supplied) in relation to the Covid-19 Stability Fund; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [39399/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY03300Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Joe O’Brien): The Government is aware of the challenges facing community and voluntary 
organisations and is committed to working closely with the sector in managing through these, 
recognising that it will require a whole of Government approach. To that end, Government and 
my Department have introduced a wide range of supports to assist sectors in dealing with the 
impact of COVID-19 and social restrictions necessary in the interests of public health. 

During 2020, the Dormant Accounts funded COVID-19 Stability Fund supported close to 
600 organisations to continue to deliver vital services to the communities that depend on them. 
An additional allocation of €10m has been provided to the Stability Fund for 2021 as part of the 
revised Resilience and Recovery plan announced on Tuesday 23rd February by an Taoiseach.  

The COVID-19 Stability Fund 2021 was launched on Thursday 6th May and open for ap-
plications from May 20th -27th, and is again targeted at organisations which deliver critical 
services to vulnerable people within their community but which now face closure or a loss of 
service due to the impact of the pandemic. This funding is targeted at supporting not-for-profit 
organisations to continue to meet non-pay current commitments on overhead costs only. The 
applicant information document which contains the criteria outline for the Stability Fund is at-
tached for information.  

I was pleased to announce tranche one of funding to 180 successful applicants on 9th July 
2021, allocating close to €4.5m in funding. Remaining applications are currently being ap-
praised and assessed and outcomes will be notified in due course.  There is no further round of 
funding expected at this time.

A summary of both rounds of the Stability Fund can be found in the table below; please 
note ineligible organisations were determined based on the scheme criteria and the reference to 
withdrawn organisations identifies organisations that withdrew from the application process for 
a variety of reasons. The total allocation in respect of the 2020 Fund remains to be finalised but 
is currently estimated at just under €42M. 

Stability Fund 2020 Stability Fund 2021

Number of Applications Received 1,060 517

Number of Organisations Allocated Funding 594 180

No of Organisations Ineligible or withdrawn 466 Process Ongoing

Total Amount Allocated to date Circa €42M €4,465,341

All allocations will be published on the Gov.ie website and the list of organisations funded 
under the Stability Fund for 2020 and to date in 2021 can be found at the link below; 

www.gov.ie/en/publication/3957e-covid-19-stability-fund-successful-applicants/  

In general, I would encourage all organisations to continue to engage with their Local Au-
thority and Local Development Company, and to check on the Gov.ie website in order to be 
aware of funding opportunities as they become available.

[<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-07-27_pq3435-27-7-2021_en.pdf”>Stability Fund 2021</a>]
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27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY03400Rural Schemes

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY035003436. Deputy Claire Kerrane asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when works will commence at a location (details supplied) under the small scale capital works 
programme; the timeline for these works; when they are expected to conclude; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [39441/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY03600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In 
September 2020, my Department approved funding of €60,000 for Roscommon County Coun-
cil for a Small Scale Capital Works Programme project in Ballaghaderreen Library to support 
an ambitious and transformative programme of works including the relocation of the children’s 
area into its own dedicated space and the creation of a new dedicated space for young adults/
teenagers. 

As Ballaghaderreen Library is a listed building and the work under the Small Scale Capital 
Works Programme includes the removal of a wall, I understand that it was necessary for the lo-
cal authority to obtain a Section 57 Declaration under the Planning and Development Act 2000 
prior to commencement of the work. The library authority applied for the Section 57 Declara-
tion on 15 October 2020 and this was granted by Roscommon County Council on 7 December.  
While some works have been completed on repairing the damaged internal walls in the library, 
it is now a matter for the local authority to seek tenders for the appointment of contractors for 
the overall project. 

Roscommon County Council subsequently approached my Department in March 2021 with 
a proposal to install the My Open Library service in Ballaghaderreen Library while it was 
closed to the public pending the improvement works. My Department recognised this as being 
a very practical and cost-efficient approach and l was delighted to approve funding of €95,250 
last week for the installation of the My Open Library service in Ballaghaderreen.  I understand 
that, subject to the appointment of  contractors for the project,  it is expected that the works, 
which will comprise both the improvements under the Small Scale Capital Works Programme 
and the works necessary for the installation of the My Open Library service, will be completed 
by the second quarter of 2022. 

The My Open Library service provides automated self-service access to all the library facili-
ties for members from 8am-10pm, 365 days a year that is additional to normal staffed hours. 
Ballaghaderreen Library had been open for 32 hours per week prior to the pandemic and this 
will increase by over 200% with the introduction of the My Open Library service when it will 
be accessible 98 hours per week.

In the meantime the mobile library continues to provide a service in the town every second 
Thursday and the local authority will continue to monitor demand throughout the duration of 
the works.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY03700Library Services

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY038003437. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment when the research and study areas within local libraries will be open for use to the public 
as in the case of a library in Dundalk (details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [39543/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY03900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department has policy responsibility for public libraries but the provision of public library ser-
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vices is a matter for each local authority in their capacity as library authorities under the Local 
Government Act 2001.

The Government’s public health measures state that public libraries are currently only per-
mitted to provide lending and printing services. Access to research and study spaces, reading 
spaces and PCs is not permitted under the current restrictions. 

However, our public library service continues to serve communities and I know that the 
libraries in Dundalk and Drogheda have extended their opening hours since May, opening from 
10am to 8pm from Monday to Thursday and from 10am to 5pm on Friday and Saturday, which 
will assist with social distancing requirements. They also continue to provide a delivery service 
to the housebound and vulnerable which is highly valued by their customers.

There is also an excellent online library service in which my Department invested some 
€400,000 during 2020. This provides access to more than 47,000 eBooks and 35,000 eAudio-
books, 4,000 magazines, 2,400 online newspapers from over 100 countries, more than 500 e-
learning courses and 100 online language courses.

The Government continues to follow its plan to review and monitor the control of the virus 
and follow the prevailing public health advice in support of a safe and gradual reopening, in line 
with ‘Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead’. Research and study spaces will be permitted 
to be accessible to the public when it is deemed safe to do so.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY04000Rural Schemes

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY041003438. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the status of an application (details supplied) under the town and village renewal scheme; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40013/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY04200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I can 
confirm that an application from Moyvane, Co Kerry to which the Deputy refers,  has been sub-
mitted by Kerry County Council  to my Department under the  2021 Town & Village Renewal 
Scheme.

The Scheme closed for applications on  Friday 16th July. All applications will now undergo 
a formal assessment process, with funding being allocated on foot of the outcome of this pro-
cess. It is anticipated that funding announcements will be made later this year.  

This year’s scheme will place particular emphasis on projects supporting remote working 
and enhancing town centre living as outlined in “Our Rural Future – Ireland’s Rural Develop-
ment Policy 2021-2025.” 

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY04300Departmental Bodies

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY044003439. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
agencies and State organisations under her Department that are receiving State funding that do 
not have to declare salaries of employees under the 2016 code of governance; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [40042/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY04500Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
position in relation to agencies under my Department’s aegis and the declaration of salaries of 
employees under the 2016 code of governance is set out below:
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Western Development Commission

WDC, in accordance with Section 9 Remuneration and Superannuation of Code of Practice 
for the Governance of State Bodies, publish in our annual report details of fees paid in respect 
of the Board and CEO salary. The cumulative WDC salary spend is available in our published 
accounts. Other disclosures of individual’s salaries are not made public. 

Pobal 

Under the Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies (2016), as set out in the 
Business & Financial Reporting Requirements, Pobal declares the required salary information 
in the notes of our Annual Financial Statements.

Charities Regulator 

The Charities Regulator declares salaries as required under the Code of Practice for the 
Governance of State Bodies 2016.

Water Safety Ireland

Water Safety Ireland declares salaries as required under the Code of Practice for the Gover-
nance of State Bodies 2016.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY04600Departmental Schemes

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY047003440. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development the 
funding that has been allocated for wheelchair accessibility on walking trails in 2019, 2020 and 
to date in 2021, respectively; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40129/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY04800Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Outdoor Recreation and Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS) provides funding for the development 
and/or enhancement of outdoor recreational infrastructure such as trails, walkways, cycleways, 
blueways and bridleways in rural areas. 

In 2021 the scheme encouraged local authorities and local development companies to look 
at outdoor recreational infrastructure that provides an inclusive approach for communities, sup-
porting a diverse range of users, including people with disabilities and older adults. 

My Department worked closely with Cara - Sport Inclusion Ireland to develop the scheme 
outline. It also engaged Cara to provide Outdoor Recreation Disability Awareness workshops 
for local authorities and local development companies. 

The closing date for applications under Measure 1 of ORIS 2021 has passed and the assess-
ment of these applications has commenced. The closing date for applications under Measures 
2, 3 and the Project Development Measure is 30th July 2021. 

My Department does not hold specific information regarding wheelchair accessibility on the 
walking trails it funded in the past.  However, the scheme has supported wheelchair accessible 
projects including at Garrykennedy Amenity Area in Co. Tipperary, Clare Glens at Murroe in 
Co. Limerick and Beach Wheelchairs in Co. Kerry.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY04900Island Communities
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27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY050003441. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the details of funding provided by her Department towards the development of the islands from 
2015 to date, by island, funding type and the amount of funding provided in tabular form; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [40134/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY05100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Government is strongly committed to supporting our island communities and this is underlined 
in the recently published rural policy ‘Our Rural Future’.  As you are also aware my Depart-
ment is developing a National Islands Policy and is currently engaging with Island communities 
to develop a policy that will lead to a greater sustainability of our islands.

Access to reliable year round transport services and also providing capital investments in 
key island infrastructure remains at the core of this Government’s policy in ensuring that those 
communities will continue to live on the islands. 

The funding provided by my Department through the Islands Unit from 2015 to date is at-
tached.  This set outs the funding provided for the provision of transport links to the islands and 
to support infrastructure both on the islands and to provide access to the islands.  Capital works 
are undertaken in partnership with the relevant Local Authorities.  

My Department also provides funding to support island communities and activities through 
a number of other schemes and programmes.  These details are being compiled and will be for-
warded directly to the Deputy in the coming days.

<a href=”https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debates/questions/supportingDocumenta-
tion/2021-07-28_pq344128072021_en.xlsx  “>Island Unit Funding 2015-2021</a>

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY05200Rural Schemes

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY053003442. Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
funding will be made available to a group (details supplied) that has been providing services 
to autistic children in Limerick for the past four years; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [40241/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY05400Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Joe O’Brien): The Government are aware of the challenges facing community and voluntary 
organisations and are committed to working closely with the sector in managing through these, 
recognising that it will require a whole of Government approach. To that end, Government and 
my Department have introduced a number of supports to assist sectors in dealing with the im-
pact of COVID-19 and social restrictions necessary in the interests of public health. 

During 2020, the COVID-19 Stability Fund supported close to 600 organisations to con-
tinue to deliver vital services to the communities that depend on them. I was pleased to provide 
€20,804 through the 2020 Fund to assist Autism Supporting Diversity as they faced the chal-
lenges of reduced opportunities to generate fundraised and traded income.

As you are aware, an allocation of €10m has been provided to the Stability Fund for 2021 
as part of the revised Resilience and Recovery plan announced on Tuesday 23rd February by 
the Taoiseach. 

The COVID-19 Stability Fund 2021 was launched on Thursday 6th May, and was targeted 
at organisations which deliver critical services to vulnerable people within their community but 
which now face closure or a loss of service due to the impact of the pandemic. The Fund was 
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open for applications from May 20th - 27th. 

The 2021 Stability Fund has limited funding available and while organisations that received 
funding under the 2020 Stability Fund were eligible to apply, priority will be given to organisa-
tions that have not previously received State support since the onset of the Pandemic. Eligibility 
to apply / submitting an application is no guarantee of funding.

I was pleased to announce tranche one of funding under the 2021 Fund to 180 successful 
applicants on 9th July 2021, allocating close to €4.5m in funding. Remaining applications, in-
cluding from the organisation in question, are currently undergoing assessment and outcomes 
will be notified in due course.  All applications will be assessed in line with published criteria 
and prioritised accordingly.

Applicants will be notified of the outcome of their application in due course, with all alloca-
tions published on the Gov.ie website when available. 

In general, I would encourage all organisations to continue to engage with their Local Au-
thority and Local Development Company, and to check on the Gov.ie website in order to be 
aware of funding opportunities as they become available.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY05500Rural Schemes

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY056003443. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the level of funding accessed in counties Cavan and Monaghan for the development and up-
grading of playgrounds in 2020 and in first six-months of 2021. [40244/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY05700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Play-
grounds are an important resource with positive impacts for communities. 

Funding provided by the Community Enhancement Programme provides small grants to 
community groups to enhance facilities, including playgrounds, in disadvantaged areas. Fund-
ing is allocated by my Department to each Local Authority area, and the Local Community De-
velopment Committee, with support from their Local Authority, administers the funding in that 
area. There is total funding of €4.5m available under the Community Enhancement Programme 
in 2021.

Additionally, funding for playgrounds may be available through the €70 million LEADER 
Transitional Programme which I launched earlier this year. This funding supports locally-led 
projects which focus on delivering on the key themes of Our Rural Future, the Governments 
ambitious plan for rural Ireland - such as building capacity and empowering local communities, 
supporting remote working, developing our outdoor amenities and creating jobs in rural areas.

The LEADER programme is delivered through Local Action Groups (LAGs) in each of the 
28 LEADER sub-regional areas around the country.  €381,520.77 was accessed in Counties 
Cavan and Monaghan for the development and upgrading of playgrounds in 2020 and in first 
six-months of 2021.

Finally, the CLÁR programme, with an allocation €5.5 million in funding in 2021, pro-
vides funding for small scale projects in designated rural areas. Measure 2 of the 2021 CLÁR 
Programme supports Outdoor Community Recreation Facilities including the enhancement of 
existing and/or the development of new accessible outdoor community recreation facilities in-
cluding playgrounds, skateboard parks and Multi Use Games Areas (MUGAs). The closing 
date for receipt of applications for 2021 has now passed. The assessment of the applications 
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received is ongoing and I expect to make an announcement on the approved projects in the 
coming weeks.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY05800Vacant Properties

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY059003444. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development he 
steps she is taking to address the issue of vacant and derelict buildings in towns and villages that 
are presently eyesores but could assist to resolve housing issues and return vibrancy to small 
towns and villages long-term. [40245/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY06000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
refurbishment of vacant properties is being addressed by a number of initiatives delivered by 
my Department, in line with the commitments contained in Our Rural Future.

In April, I announced investment of €81 million for 25 landmark projects for funding under 
Category 1 of the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund  (RRDF. The projects will combat 
dereliction, increase the vibrancy of rural towns and villages and regenerate town centre build-
ings. A call for RRDF category 2 projects opened in May.  

I have also announced funding of €15 million that is available under the 2021 Town & 
Village Renewal Scheme. A key focus of this year’s scheme is to renovate derelict and vacant 
buildings in our town centres, including for residential living. I have increased the maximum 
grant available under the Scheme to €500,000 to permit projects of additional scale to be funded.

I will also shortly be announcing a new €2 million scheme to fund the development of town  
masterplans which I expect will identify strategic actions tailored to address vacancy and sup-
port town centre living in each town.

There are a range of other initiatives outlined in Our Rural Future which will contribute 
to addressing vacancy in our towns and villages. In particular, an interdepartmental group has 
been established to develop a Town Centre First Approach, with a focus on vacancy and derelic-
tion, and to bring forward recommendations to Government. As part of its role, this group is 
also considering the suggested actions from the report of my Department’s Town Centre Living 
Initiative which was published last year.

Finally, as part of Budget 2022, and in the context of the Town Centre First approach, we 
will examine the scope to introduce new supports and incentives for the refurbishment of vacant 
properties to increase town centre living.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY06100Rural Schemes

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY062003445. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Rural and Community Devel-
opment if additional funding will be provided in 2021 for the local improvement scheme in 
County Clare; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40274/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY06300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Local Improvement Scheme (LIS) provides funding for works on rural roads and laneways that 
are not normally maintained by local authorities. It is funded by my Department and is admin-
istered through the relevant Local Authorities.  As part of Our Rural Future, the Government 
committed to ensuring that the LIS is funded into the future. This reflects the important contri-
bution which the scheme makes to connectivity in rural Ireland
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I launched the 2021 LIS on 14th May with funding of €10.5 million. This represented a 5% 
increase compared to last year.

I am very pleased to confirm that I recently announced  a further €10.5 million to bring the 
level of funding to €21 million. This means that the level of funding is being doubled this year 
compared to the original allocation.  This increase will be funded from expected savings else-
where in my Department.  I am also continuing to engage with my colleague, Minister Ryan, to 
explore the potential for further financial support from his Department.

My Department is currently ascertaining the capacity of each Local Authority to deliver ad-
ditional works on foot of the increased funding and I will be in a position  to announce revised 
county allocations shortly.

This announcement will mean almost €80 million will have been allocated under the Local 
Improvement Scheme since it was re-introduced in 2017. This demonstrates the Government’s 
commitment to improving connectivity in rural Ireland as outlined in Our Rural Future.

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY06400Rural Schemes

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY065003446. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the funding that has been allocated by her Department for projects and initiatives in County 
Tipperary over the past 12 months; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40498/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY06600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department was established in 2017 and funds a range of programmes and schemes to assist 
in rural and community development which are available to eligible community groups and 
organisations throughout the country. 

My Department was allocated €341 million in the 2021 Revised Estimates, this ensures 
that we are in a position to further assist communities seeking funding and other supports for 
important local activities and projects. 

The amount allocated by my Department for urban and rural development and renewal pur-
poses in 2020 and 2021 is as follows, €314 million in 2020, and €209 million to date in 2021. 

Tipperary was allocated €10.7 million in 2020, and €7.1 million to date in 2021. This fund-
ing includes the following: 

- Rural Regeneration and Development Fund - €3.5 million in 2021 to date, €1.6 million in 
2020 

- LEADER - €687,000 in 2021 to date, €2.5 million in 2020 

- Local Improvement Scheme - €620,000 in 2021 to date, €560,000 in 2020

- Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP) - €1.2 million in 2021 
to date, €1.2 million in 2020 

- Community Services Programme - €729,000 in 2021 to date, €732,000 in 2020 

- Community Enhancement Programme - €150,000 in 2021 to date, €68,000 in 2020 (plus 
€189,000 allocation through the Community Enhancement Programme for Community Cen-
tres/Facilities, Government July Stimulus Package)     

Details of funding allocations under specific schemes provided by my Department are avail-
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able online at www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-rural-and-community-development/

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY06700Departmental Funding

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY068003447. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the last occasion on which a Department-wide review of all funding within her Department took 
place; the frequency of such reviews; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40642/21]

27/07/2021WRYYYYYYY06900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My 
Department was allocated €351 million in 2021 to support our rural development and commu-
nity development programmes and schemes, such as the Rural Regeneration and Development 
Fund, the Town and Village Renewal Scheme, the Community Services Programme (CSP), and 
the Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP). As part of the estimates 
process each year, expenditure across all programmes and schemes are reviewed, and priorities 
for the coming year identified. Furthermore, this year the Department completed an in-depth 
analysis of capital expenditure requirements for the coming years, in the context of the review 
of the National Development Plan.

In addition to the above reviews and analysis that take place in the context of the budget-
ary cycle, my Department also completes a range of evaluation work on an ongoing basis. A 
Quality Assurance Process Report was published by my Department in December 2020. This 
reflects an assessment of Department compliance with the Public Spending Code based on an 
examination of Department expenditure. My Department also undertakes periodic reviews and 
evaluations of particular areas of expenditure such as programmes and schemes managed by 
the Department. This may be completed in-house or commissioned externally. Among others, 
a review of the Community Services Programme, and an evaluation of SICAP pre-employment 
supports were published in 2020. My Department has also entered into a research agreement 
with the Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI) to help inform rural and community 
development policy. The first output produced under this agreement, A Review of International 
Approaches to Evaluating Rural and Community Development Investment and Supports, was 
published in April 2021. These reviews and evaluations are available on my Department’s web-
site at www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/9dc2f-research-and-evaluation/

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ00200Rural Schemes

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ003003448. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if she will provide an update on the indemnity scheme for mountain climbers and farmers; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [40680/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ00400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): 
In June 2019, a new mandate was presented to Comhairle na Tuaithe which reinforces and 
strengthens its advisory role in relation to the sustainable development of the outdoor recreation 
sector in Ireland.  Comhairle has established a number of new Subgroups, including a new 
Sustainable Uplands Recreation Subgroup.  This Subgroup will focus, amongst other things, 
on reviewing the Mountain Access Programme and facilitating its expansion. It will also focus 
on enabling landowners to continue to allow access to recreational users by addressing issues 
which may be associated with recreational activity, including indemnity concerns.

As the Deputy is aware, my Department has, for some time, been examining how best to 
introduce a scheme to indemnify private land owners in upland areas who allow access to their 
lands for recreational purposes.  This is a complex issue and my Department has been advised 
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that an indemnity scheme such as has been proposed would require legislative provision and 
that a number of separate pieces of legislation might need to be amended.

In light of the complexities involved, my officials have been considering alternative ap-
proaches, including an insurance solution, that might be available to address the matter as an 
interim measure.  My Department is actively pursuing the introduction of one of these options 
on a trial basis for the 2 existing Mountain Access Project areas. This is being brought forward 
in consultation with Comhairle na Tuaithe.

In addition, I will be exploring with the Attorney General the legislative changes that would 
be required to advance an indemnity scheme for these upland areas.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ00450Defibrillators Provision

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ004753449. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
if she will put in place a specific fund for communities trying to maintain, repair and service 
defibrillators; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [40691/21]

Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Joe O’Brien): Some of my Department’s programmes fund the purchase of capital equipment 
such as through the Community Enhancement Programme (CEP). This programme provides 
small grants to community groups to enhance facilities in disadvantaged areas. The 2021 CEP 
was launched in May with funding of €4.5m, and is now closed to applications. 

  The CEP is administered by the Local Community Development Committees in each Local 
Authority area, on behalf of my Department.  The fund covers the purchase of equipment (such 
as defibrillators) but does not generally cover operating costs related to the maintenance, repair, 
or service of defibrillators. 

  My Department does not operate a dedicated fund for maintenance, repair or service of 
defibrillators. There are currently no plans to introduce a specific current fund dedicated to this 
purpose.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ00500Na hOileáin amach ón gCósta

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ006003450. D’fhiafraigh Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív den Aire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail an bh-
fuil aon phlé déanta ag a Roinn le ESB Networks agus le NBI agus le hUisce Éireann maidir le 
cabla nua leictreachais, cábla snaithín optic agus píopa uisce a cheangal idir an mór thír agus na 
hoileáin Árann amach ó chósta na Gaillimhe le go mbeadh deis ag na hoileánaigh fuinneamh 
inathnuaite a ghinniúnt agus a dhíol isteach go hÉirinn, seribhís leathan bhanda snáithín optic a 
bheith acu agus soláthar uisce buan d’ard-chaighdeán a bheith acu; agus an ndéanfaidh sí ráiteas 
ina thaobh. [40744/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ00700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Mar 
is eol don Teachta, tá mo Roinn i mbun oibre ar Pholasaí Oileánda nua a fhorbairt. Mar chuid 
dó seo, tá cruinnithe déthaobhach ar siúl le Ranna Stáit eile chun plé a dhéanamh ar thorthaí an 
chomhairliúchán phoiblí agus na bealaigh gur féidir leo ionchur a bheith acu sa pholasaí.

Mar chuid don idirphlé seo, bhí na nithe atá ardaithe ag an Teachta faoi chaibidil ag na 
cruinnithe leis na Ranna ábhartha agus tá i gceist cruinnithe a thionól leis na páirtí leasmhara a 
bhfuil na seirbhísí seo faoina gcúram sa bhfómhar.
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27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ00800Community Development Projects

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ009003451. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the number and description of development projects that have begun in Fingal; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [40817/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ010003452. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the number and description of development projects that have begun in County Kildare; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter. [40818/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ011003453. Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
the number and description of development projects that have begun in north Cork; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [40819/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ01200Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 3451 to 3453, inclusive, together.

My Department delivers a wide range of policies and measures to support urban and rural 
communities. Funding strands include the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund, LEAD-
ER, Social Inclusion and Community Activation Programme (SICAP), Community Services 
Programme, Community Enhancement Programme, CLÁR Programme, Local Improvement 
Scheme, and funding for public libraries across the country.  

My Department was allocated €341 million in the 2021 Revised Estimates, this ensures 
that we are in a position to further assist communities seeking funding and other supports for 
important local activities and projects. Groups or organisations qualify for support schemes or 
programmes provided by my Department where they meet the requisite eligibility criteria.

The funding amounts allocated by my Department for urban and rural development and 
renewal purposes in 2020 and 2021 is as follows: €314 million in 2020, and €209 million to 
date in 2021. 

Unfortunately data is not available at project level at the granular geographical level re-
quested by the Deputy. Kildare was allocated €7.6 million in 2020 and €2.2 million to date in 
2021. Dublin was allocated €49.3 million in 2020 and €29.3 million to date in 2021. Cork was 
allocated €21.9 million in 2020 and €14 million to date in 2021.

Further details of funding allocations under specific schemes provided by my Department 
are available online at www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-rural-and-community-devel-
opment/

I am confident that the funding supports and policies provided by my Department are deliv-
ering, and will continue to deliver, tangible benefits for both urban and rural communities, sup-
porting economic development, and enabling the local and community development sectors to 
continue to provide valuable much needed services and supports to all communities throughout 
the country.

  Question No. 3452 answered with Question No. 3451.

  Question No. 3453 answered with Question No. 3451.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ01500Broadband Infrastructure

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ016003454. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
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ment the status of the work of her Department regarding the Mobile Broadband Taskforce; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [41048/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ01700Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Mobile Phone and Broadband Taskforce was launched in July 2016 with the objective of im-
proving access to high-quality mobile phone coverage and broadband services in rural Ireland. 
The Taskforce consists of representatives from a number of Government departments and agen-
cies and is supported in its work by Telecommunications Industry Ireland and the Commission 
for Communications Regulation (ComReg).

Over the operational lifetime of the Taskforce, it has addressed more than 70 targeted ac-
tions, worked on removing structural barriers to telecommunications deployment and addressed 
mobile coverage deficits, particularly in rural areas. Work on many of these actions continues, 
led by the action owners and supported by other Taskforce members.

Significant progress has been made by the Taskforce, although I am aware that there re-
mains a range of strategic issues that will require multiple Government Department and agen-
cies working together in order to solve. 

As the Taskforce’s 2019 Work Programme has ended, attention has now turned towards the 
future orientation of the Taskforce, which will be informed by relevant Programme for Govern-
ment commitments.

Officials in my Department and the Department of Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations have prepared a report on the Taskforce’s achievements and are currently evaluating 
which issues should be addressed by the Taskforce in the future.

Since its inception, the implementation and overseeing of the Taskforce has been, and re-
mains, a joint commitment between the Departments of Environment, Climate and Communi-
cations and my Department. I will continue to work with my colleague the Minister for Envi-
ronment, Climate and Communications to agree a new direction for the Taskforce, which will 
build on the success and positive engagement that has taken place across central government, 
local government, statutory agencies and industry.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ01800Broadband Infrastructure

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ019003455. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Rural and Community Develop-
ment the details of the various forms of funding made available by her Department to local 
authorities regarding broadband connection points and remote working hubs; and the resources 
for areas that do not require broadband connection points for remote working due to the levels 
of connectivity. [41049/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ02000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Broadband Connection Point (BCP) initiative is a key element of the National Broadband Plan 
and of Our Rural Future. BCPs are local facilities typically located in rural and isolated ar-
eas without adequate broadband services. These sites are provided with temporary high-speed 
broadband connections which will remain in place until fibre services are available at the site. 
It is planned to put in place some 300 BCPs in total.

These local facilities provide onsite internet use to their communities, supporting a range 
of services and activities including eHealth, remote working, arts and culture, and training and 
education. Currently, there are 203 Broadband Connection Points live and in use with more 
sites added on a regular basis. The remaining sites are in the process of being surveyed, installed 
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or tested. The map of live BCPs can be found at: myconnectedcommunity.ie/.  My Department, 
and the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications, continues to support and 
invest in the BCP network.

Earlier this year I launched the Connected Hubs Fund. All BCPs and established hubs were 
able to apply for funding to increase capacity at their facilities. Last week I was delighted to 
announce 117 successful applicants were awarded a combined €8.8M, a significant increase on 
the €5M originally allocated to the Fund. The Fund not only supports hubs and BCPs to pro-
vide services to remote workers, but also promotes the National Hub Network and its shared 
resource, connectedhubs.ie

Since the platform launched, 121 hubs have signed on and are now using the platform. Fur-
thermore, the number of hubs mapped through the Western Development Commission’s hub 
discovery process has increased to 409. These can all be found at connectedhubs.ie/national-
hubsmap.html.  This interactive map provides useful information in relation to each of the hubs 
and the services that are available at each site.

Furthermore, since 2016 my Department has invested more than €50 million in the develop-
ment of remote working facilities through the Town and Village Renewal Scheme and the Rural 
Regeneration and Development Fund. Investment in new remote working facilities will con-
tinue in 2021 through further calls for both schemes and I hope to add in additional schemes and 
supports for remote and co-working hubs, BCPs and other initiatives that help people to remain 
in their communities and encourage those living in the cities to consider a move to rural areas.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ02100Rural Schemes

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ022003456. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
further to previous Parliamentary Questions, if Louth County Council has submitted the revised 
scope for a project (details supplied); the status of the project that was approved €200,000 in 
early 2020 through the outdoor recreation scheme and is yet to be commenced; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [41107/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ02300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme provides funding for the development of new out-
door recreational infrastructure and for maintenance and promotion of existing outdoor recre-
ational infrastructure in rural Ireland.

Louth County Council were approved for funding of €200,000 under the 2019 Outdoor Rec-
reation Infrastructure Scheme for the development and enhancement of the Boyne Greenway.  I 
understand that this is the project referred to by the Deputy.  To date, no funding has been drawn 
down on the approved project.

Louth County Council requested permission to revise the scope of the approved works and 
specific information was submitted in April but the information was not sufficient to facilitate 
an assessment of the request to change the approved project and further details were sought. 
This detail was provided as part of a revised application from Louth County Council on 18th 
June and this is now under consideration by my Department.  

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ02400Community Development Projects

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ025003457. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
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the steps she is taking to fulfil the Programme for Government commitment to encourage book 
clubs for older persons to tackle loneliness. [41145/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ02600Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
Minister with responsibility for the public library service, I am aware that there are a wide 
range of services, including book clubs, being provided by our Library Authorities for all age 
groups. I recognise that, since the beginning of the pandemic, it is more important than ever 
that our older people remain socially connected, educated and entertained so it was pleasing to 
see so many Library Authorities promoting the formation of book clubs and also hosting their 
own book clubs online which made them more accessible to those who may be housebound or 
vulnerable. 

However, it was also recognised that some older people may need to improve their digital 
skills so the Digital Ambassadors Programme was launched in Ireland’s libraries on January 
20th 2021. This programme is a partnership between the LGMA Libraries Development Unit 
and Age Friendly Ireland and aims to support older people in accessing online library resources, 
particularly while physical library services were suspended as part of government measures to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19.

The public library service also provides a wide range of online reading content includ-
ing some 49,000 eBooks and 38,000 eAudiobooks, 4,000 magazines, 2,500 online newspapers 
from over 100 countries, over 500 e-learning courses and over 100 online language courses

Many Library Authorities have also been providing a free service for the past year or longer, 
delivering library items such as books, CDs and DVDs to the housebound and vulnerable and 
this has been highly valued by their many customers.

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ02700Rural Schemes

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ028003458. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when the next round of the rural regeneration and development fund will open for applications; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter. [41307/21]

27/07/2021WRZZZZZZZ02900Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Rural Regeneration and Development Fund (RRDF) forms part of the wider rural regeneration 
and development programme which also includes the Town and Village Renewal Scheme and 
the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme. 

In terms of RRDF Category 1 (Major Projects), three calls for applications have been com-
pleted to date, while two calls for applications have been completed in relation to Category 2 
(Seed Funding).  Arising from the outcome of these calls, 89 Category 1 projects have been 
approved for funding of €215 million for projects worth €292 million. 75 Category 2 projects 
have been approved for funding of €34 million for projects worth €46 million.  In total, funding 
of €249 million has been approved to date for 164 projects worth a total of €338 million.  

The most recent announcement in relation to the Fund was the completion of the third call 
for Category 1 applications in April 2021, with 25 projects emerging as successful and funding 
of €81 million allocated. 

I announced the third call for Category 2 applications in May 2021.  The closing date for 
applications is the 30th July 2021 at 12pm. An application and guidance document is available 
on my Department’s website. 
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A further call for Category 1 applications is expected shortly.


