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  Questions Nos. 1 to 18, inclusive, answered orally.

  Questions Nos. 19 and 20 resubmitted.

30/06/2021WRA00500Cabinet Committees

30/06/2021WRA0060021. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet Committee on Govern-
ment Co-ordination will next meet. [33505/21]

30/06/2021WRA00700The Taoiseach: The Government Co-ordination Committee is scheduled to next meet on 
Monday 5 July 2021.

  Questions Nos. 22 to 33, inclusive, resubmitted.

30/06/2021WRA00900Northern Ireland

30/06/2021WRA0100034. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Taoiseach the extent to which he and his Depart-
ment continue to engage in dialogue with all communities in Northern Ireland with a view to 
strengthening and improving confidence through the medium of the shared Ireland concept. 
[33192/21]

30/06/2021WRA0110035. Deputy Peadar Tóibín asked the Taoiseach if he or his Departmental officials have 
engaged or corresponded with clubs (details supplied) or communities in Northern Ireland to 
discuss the future of the agreed Shared Ireland, Shared Island initiative. [33225/21]

30/06/2021WRA01200The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos. 34 and 35 together.

The Government’s Shared Island initiative aims to harness the full potential of the Good 
Friday Agreement to enhance co-operation, connection and mutual understanding on the island, 
engaging with all communities and traditions to build consensus around a shared future.

I established a Shared Island unit in my Department to act as a driver and coordinator of this 
whole of Government initiative.

In Budget 2021, the Government established the Shared Island Fund, committing €500m in 
capital funding out to 2025, ring-fenced for investment in North/South projects.

We are making allocations from the Fund to support delivery of our commitments and 
objectives on a Shared Island, as set out in the Programme for Government. The Government 
will work with the Executive in Northern Ireland, the British Government and other partners to 
deliver cross-border investments that enhance our shared island.

Written Answers.

The following are questions tabled by Members for written response and the
ministerial replies as received on the day from the Departments [unrevised].
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To support development of a more ambitious agenda for co-operation and connection on the 
island, the Shared Island unit in my Department has commissioned a comprehensive research 
programme, working with the ESRI, the National Economic and Social Council, the Irish Re-
search Council and other partners. Research will be published through this year and next, fo-
cused on needs and opportunities to deepen co-operation across a range of economic, social and 
environmental domains.

I have initiated the Shared Island Dialogue series to foster inclusive, constructive civic dia-
logue, that engages all communities and traditions, on key issues for our shared future.

I addressed the first Shared Island Dialogue with young people in November, on the theme 
of “New Generations and New Voices on the Good Friday Agreement”. 

Dialogues on Climate and Environment; Civil Society engagement; the Equality agenda; 
and Economic recovery on the island have also been held so far this year, with participation by 
Government Ministers.

The next Shared Island Dialogue will be on Health, taking place on 8 July. Recordings and 
reports of the Dialogues are available online and on social media.

As Taoiseach, I regularly meet with political, civic, economic and other representatives 
from across all sections of the community in Northern Ireland, on all aspects of the Peace Pro-
cess, including our shared future on this island, founded on the Good Friday Agreement.

Finally, as part of its work programme the Shared Island unit in my Department is meet-
ing with stakeholders, North and South, to hear their views on a shared island, with over 160 
engagements held to date. There has been initial correspondence with the Gaelic Athletic As-
sociation and the unit will further engage with the GAA and other sporting organisations, recog-
nising their vital contribution in respect of well-being and positive civic and social connections 
across the island.

  Questions Nos. 36 to 51, inclusive, resubmitted.

30/06/2021WRB00200Equality Issues

30/06/2021WRB0030052. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Taoiseach the way his Department and public bodies 
and agencies under his remit fulfil their obligations under section 42 of the Irish Human Rights 
and Equality Commission Act 2014. [34861/21]

30/06/2021WRB00400The Taoiseach: Section 42 of the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission Act 2014 
places a statutory obligation on public bodies to eliminate discrimination, promote equality of 
opportunity and protect the human rights of those to whom they provide services and staff when 
carrying out their daily work. The Act requires public bodies to carry out an assessment which 
looks at the human rights and equality issues of relevance to the functions and policies of their 
Department, to identify any gaps and appropriate actions to address these.  

My Department’s Public Sector Duty Assessment is available to view on gov.ie at the fol-
lowing link: 

www.gov.ie/en/organisation-information/0f55fb-work-of-the-department-of-the-taoiseach/

The Assessment focuses on how the Duty impacts on three main areas of activity: services 
provided to the public, my Department’s role in policy development and how my Department 
treats its own staff. The document also contains a summary of potential gaps identified and the 
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appropriate actions to be taken to address these.

Monitoring of progress and continued compliance will be included in my Department’s 
Corporate Governance Framework and Annual Reporting process. 

The National Economic and Social Development Office (NESDO) - the only body under 
my Department’s aegis – is currently reviewing its Policy and Procedures document which will 
make reference to its obligations under the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission Act 
2014.

30/06/2021WRB00500Equality Proofing of Policies

30/06/2021WRB0060053. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Taoiseach the way his Department and public bodies 
and agencies under his remit undertake disability impact assessments; and the process by which 
these assessments are monitored. [34879/21]

30/06/2021WRB00700The Taoiseach: The Cabinet Handbook provides that any Memorandum for the Govern-
ment seeking approval for legislation involving changes to the regulatory framework, includ-
ing the transposition of EU Directives and Regulations, or for a Government Order involving 
changes to the regulatory framework must be accompanied by a Regulatory Impact Analysis 
(RIA).  One aspect of the RIA is an assessment of the impact of a proposal on people with dis-
abilities.  Where no requirement for a RIA arises, substantive Memoranda for the Government 
should indicate the impact of the proposal in question on people with disabilities.

Specific guidelines for all Government Departments on conducting disability impact assess-
ments have been drawn up by the Department of Justice and the National Disability Authority 
and are available at www.justice.ie.

While my Department may have an involvement in many areas of policy, legislation is 
brought forward by the Departments that have specific and detailed areas of responsibility.  The 
lead responsibility for policies and legislation relating to people with disabilities lies with the 
Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth.  The impacts of public 
policy on persons with disabilities is monitored and reviewed on an ongoing basis by Govern-
ment Departments, bodies and agencies in their respective sectors.

30/06/2021WRB00800Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

30/06/2021WRB0090054. Deputy Anne Rabbitte asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Em-
ployment if a scheme (details supplied) will be supported in order to help businesses, local 
clubs and community organisations re-establish their customer base following the sustained 
closures. [35057/21]

30/06/2021WRB01000Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): The Government continues to work on measures as the recovery phase of 
COVID-19 continues and welcomes input from stakeholders. 

Budget 2021 provided a significant package of tax and expenditure measures to build the 
resilience of the economy and to help vulnerable but viable businesses across all sectors, and 
the new National Economic Recovery Plan includes €4 billion of stimulus to fuel the economy 
and for businesses to recover and rebuild.

It is heartening to see the work that many groups are doing across the country to encourage 
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local recovery and resilience.

In this case the most appropriate Minister to approach would be Michael McGrath T.D., 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

30/06/2021WRB01100Public Holidays

30/06/2021WRB0120055. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employ-
ment if he will report on his plans for the creation of new public holidays. [34837/21]

30/06/2021WRB01300Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Damien English): The legislation which provides for public holidays is the Organisation of 
Working Time Act 1997.  This Act provides that certain days may be prescribed as public holi-
days.  At present, there are nine public holidays. 

An extra holiday has implications of a broad nature in terms of costs and productivity and 
has cross-government issues to be explored.

Any proposal for the provision of an additional public holiday would require careful con-
sideration and wide-ranging consultations with relevant stakeholders.  Not least we would need 
to consider the implications and impact of any new public holiday on employment and for the 
economy at large, in particular the extra costs it would impose on employers already dealing 
with the Covid-19 crisis and Brexit.

30/06/2021WRB01400Trade Data

30/06/2021WRB0150056. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Tánaiste and Minister for Enterprise, Trade 
and Employment the details on the level of trade between Qatar and Ireland in each of the years 
2019, 2020 and to date in 2021 in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35207/21]

30/06/2021WRB01600Minister of State at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment (Deputy 
Robert Troy): The Central Statistics Office compiles statistical data in relation to Exports and 
Imports of Goods and Services.  Statistics for Ireland’s Goods Exports to, and Goods Imports 
from, Qatar for 2019, 2020 and the first four months of 2021 are contained in the table below, 
along with statistics for Ireland’s Services Exports to, and Services Imports from, Qatar for 
2019.  Statistics for Services Exports to, and Services Imports from, Qatar for 2020 and 2021 
are not yet available. 

The value of Goods Exports from Ireland to Qatar grew from a value of €104 million in 
2019 to €138 million in 2020, an increase of 33%. In the period Jan-Apr 2021 the value of 
Goods Exports from Ireland to Qatar was €31million.  Principal Goods Exports from Ireland 
to Qatar in 2020 were Aircraft Engines & Parts, Medical & Pharmaceutical Products and Soft 
Drink Concentrate. 

The value of Goods Imports from Qatar to Ireland fell from €2.859 million in 2019 to 
€2.413 million in 2020, a fall of 16%.  In the period Jan-Apr 2021 the value of Goods Imports 
from Qatar to Ireland was €1 million.  Principal Goods Imports from Qatar to Ireland in 2020 
were Organic Chemicals, Plastics in Primary Forms and Live Animals.

In 2019 (the latest year for which services trade data is available), the value of Ireland’s Ser-
vices trade with Qatar was €1.080 billion, comprising €1.065 billion in Services Exports from 
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Ireland to Qatar and €15million in Services Imports from Qatar to Ireland.

Exports to Qatar 
(Goods)€million 

Exports to Qatar 
(Services)€million 

Imports from Qatar 
(Goods)€million 

Imports from Qatar 
(Services)€million 

2019 104 1,065 3 15 

2020 138 Not available 2 Not available 

2021 (Jan- April) 31 Not available 1 Not available 

30/06/2021WRB01700Fisheries Protection

30/06/2021WRB0180057. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications his response to a report of a fish kill (details supplied) in County Cork; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [35189/21]

30/06/2021WRB01900Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
I have no function in relation incidents of fish kills and response to same as they are day to day 
operational matters for Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI).  IFI can provide information on such in-
cidents directly to the Deputy.  

IFI has established a specific email address for queries from Oireachtas members so that 
such queries can be addressed promptly, in line with IFI’s objective to deliver services to the 
highest standards. The email address is oireachtas@fisheriesireland.ie.

However, IFI have recently reported the specific incident to my Department and in this 
instance I am happy to share that report which is appended for the convenience of the Deputy.  

30/06/2021WRB02000Inland Fisheries

30/06/2021WRB0210058. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications the number of inland fishing licences that were applied for by county in each of the 
years 2019 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; and the associated income from each. 
[35139/21]

30/06/2021WRB02200Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) administers a range of licence options for angling, commercial 
fishing and other related activity. I have no function in relation to licensing and queries in rela-
tion to licensing, including numbers issued and associated income, are operational matters for 
IFI who will provide the information sought directly to the Deputy.   

IFI has established a specific email address for queries from Oireachtas members so that 
such queries can be addressed promptly, in line with IFI’s objective to deliver services to the 
highest standards. The email address is oireachtas@fisheriesireland.ie.

30/06/2021WRB02300National Broadband Plan

30/06/2021WRB0240059. Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Commu-
nications if he will examine a situation in which an area (details supplied) is having broadband 
difficulties given that improvements to the service have now been postponed until 2022; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [35326/21]

30/06/2021WRB02500Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Ossian Smyth): The Question refers to a premises located in the AMBER area 
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on the National Broadband Plan (NBP) High Speed Broadband Map which is available on 
my Department’s website www.broadband.gov.ie. The AMBER area represents the area to be 
served by the network to be deployed under the NBP State led intervention.  

I appreciate people’s frustration when they are living so close to a fibre network but cannot 
obtain a connection to that network, particularly given the heightened importance of connectiv-
ity during the Covid-19 pandemic. The NBP will ensure that in all such cases a future proofed 
high speed broadband network will be built to serve these premises and work to deliver on this 
is under way.  

I am advised by National Broadband Ireland (NBI) that, as of 23 June, almost 229,000 
premises across all counties have been surveyed. Surveys are complete or underway in County 
Kildare in Killashee, Oughterard, Naas Rural, Rathmore, Kill, Kilteel, Carnalway, Gilltown, 
Ballymore Eustace, Bodenstown, Naas Urban, Newtown, Donaghcumper, Athy, Coneyboro, 
Aughaboura, Ballinapark, Castlemitchell, Bert, Kilberry, Kilkea, Leixlip, Celbridge and May-
nooth. Further details are available on specific areas within County Kildare through the NBI 
website which provides a facility for any premises within the intervention area to register their 
interest in being provided with deployment updates through its website www.nbi.ie. Individuals 
who register with this facility will receive regular updates on progress by NBI on delivering the 
network and specific updates related to their own premises as works commence. NBI also has 
a dedicated email address, reps@nbi.ie, which can be used by Oireachtas members for specific 
queries. 

While substantial progress has been made to date, the Covid 19 pandemic has had an impact 
on the delivery of the fibre network resulting in delays on delivery of aspects of the programme. 
Impacts include challenges with mobilisation of key contractors with restrictions on operations, 
supply chain and logistic delays (both nationally and internationally), as well as the recruitment 
of key personnel as NBI and its contractors scale, up including challenges associated with on-
boarding and training people. Inevitably, like many other organisations, NBI and contractor 
staff are at risk of contracting Covid 19 or may have to restrict their movements as a result of 
being a close contact posing further challenges. The full extent of this impact is currently being 
assessed and NBI has committed to put in place measures to mitigate the impact in as far as 
possible. 

Broadband Connection Points (BCPs) are a key element of the NBP providing high speed 
broadband in every county in advance of the roll out of the fibre to the home network. As of 23 
June,  326 BCP sites have been installed by NBI and the high speed broadband service will be 
switched on in these locations through service provider contracts managed by the Department 
of Rural and Community Development for publicly accessible sites and the Department of 
Education for school BCPs. BCP’s are connected at Lullymore Heritage Park, Lullymore East, 
Bigstone Community Hall, Ballyraggan, and Crookstown Further Education and Training and 
Community Centre. Further details can be found at nbi.ie/bcp-locations/. 

Rathmore National School, Rathmore West, Saint David’s National School, and Piper’s Hill 
Campus have been installed by NBI for educational access. My Department continues to work 
with the Department of Education to prioritise schools with no high speed broadband, within 
the Intervention Area, for connection over the term of the NBP. In this regard, an acceleration 
of this aspect of the National Broadband Plan was announced in December which will see some 
679 primary schools connected to high speed broadband by 2022, well ahead of the original 
target delivery timeframe of 2026.  Further details are available on the NBI website at nbi.ie/
primary-schools-list/.    
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30/06/2021WRB02600Departmental Funding

30/06/2021WRB0270060. Deputy Eoin Ó Broin asked the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Com-
munications further to Parliamentary Question No. 53 of 16 June 2021, the breakdown for the 
current costs associated with administering the Just Transition Fund and to account for source 
of the funding for the Just Transition Fund of 29 mentioned. [35544/21]

30/06/2021WRB02800Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications (Deputy Eamon Ryan): 
The Just Transition Fund was established in 2020 to support innovative projects that contrib-
ute to the economic, social and environmental sustainability of the wider Midlands region and 
which have employment and enterprise potential.   

The Just Transition Fund is financed by the Exchequer, with an additional €5 million pro-
vided by ESB. Funding for successful projects will be provided from my Department’s Vote on 
the basis of incurred expenditure by projects.  

In addition to the Exchequer contribution through the Just Transition Fund, individual proj-
ects are required to provide matching funding at a minimum rate of 15% of the project value.  

The costs of administering the Just Transition Fund are being met from within the Vote of 
my Department. In addition to direct staffing costs, the Department has engaged external solici-
tors to provide advice in relation to the state aid aspects of project evaluation. The Department 
has paid €24,975 to date under this contract. 

30/06/2021WRB02900Road Traffic Offences

30/06/2021WRB0300061. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Transport if there are proposals to set 
up a portal for video evidence of traffic violations that would be available to gardaí; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [35154/21]

30/06/2021WRB03100Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): This 
is an idea which I know has been raised by a number of people.  There are no specific proposals 
at present.

We can all see that in theory it might be of assistance in addressing road traffic problems.  
However, there are serious issues to consider.  The Road Traffic legislation which governs cam-
era apparatus used by the Garda to provide evidence - speed cameras in particular - sets strict 
standards for the apparatus to be used in order to ensure that evidence is reliable.  It would make 
a nonsense of having standards like this if we allowed anyone to upload footage taken on any 
apparatus.  My colleague the Minister for Justice is currently proposing legislation relating to 
Garda use of camera evidence, and the Deputy may wish to raise this issue in that context.   

I have recently asked officials in my Department to consider the issue of camera based en-
forcement of bus lanes and intend to bring forward proposals in that regard in future. 

30/06/2021WRB03200State Bodies

30/06/2021WRB0330062. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Transport the number of staff by 
job title currently working in the air accident investigation unit and rail accident investigation 
unit in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35208/21]

30/06/2021WRB03400Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The Air Accident Investigation Unit 
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(AAIU) investigates aviation incidents within the State, reporting directly to the Minister for 
Transport, and co-ordinates with other safety investigation authorities overseas, as appropriate. 
The Railway Accident Investigation Unit (RAIU) is an independent investigation unit which 
improves railway safety by establishing the causes of accidents with a view to making recom-
mendations for the avoidance of accidents in the future. 

The current staffing levels (correct end June 2021) in the Air Accident Investigation Unit 
(AAIU) and the Railway Accident Investigation Unit (RAIU) are set out in separate tables be-
low. 

Table 1: Air Accident Investigation Unit  

Grade Number of Staff by Head-
count (HC)

Number of Staff by Full 
Time Equivalence (FTE)

Chief Aeronautical Officer 1 1 
Aeronautical Officer (Grade 
I) 

 8  7.6

Executive Officer (EO) 1  1
Clerical Officer (CO) 1  1
Total Staff  11  10.6
A vacancy in the AAIU at Higher Executive Officer (HEO) level is due to be filled on 30th 

June 2021. 

Table 2: Railway Accident Investigation Unit  #

 Grade Number of Staff by Head-
count 

Number of Staff by Full 
Time Equivalence (FTE) 

 Chief Railway Accident 
Investigator 

1 1 

 Senior Railway Accident 
Investigator

3 3 

 Clerical Officer 1 1 
 Total Staff  5 5 

30/06/2021WRB03500Driver Test

30/06/2021WRB0360063. Deputy Seán Crowe asked the Minister for Transport the waiting lists for driver tests by 
test centre in tabular form; and the breakdown by the centres in which the additional 40 testers 
were deployed as promised in Dáil Éireann on 24 March 2021. [35050/21]

30/06/2021WRB03700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Un-
der legislation, the Road Safety Authority (RSA) is the body responsible for the operation of 
the Driver Test. 

The information requested is held by the RSA. This question is therefore being referred to 
the Authority for direct reply. 

I would ask the Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten 
days.    

30/06/2021WRB03800Greenways Provision
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30/06/2021WRB0390064. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the status of the Mallow Dun-
garvan greenway feasibility study; and the amount spent to date. [35054/21]

30/06/2021WRB04000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): I understand that the tender for the feasi-
bility study has been awarded to the successful applicant and Cork County Council have issued 
the letter of acceptance and are awaiting its signing.

As this project originally allocated separate funding to both Cork County Council and Wa-
terford City and County Council, a Section 85 agreement is being entered into that gives re-
sponsibility on behalf of the other county to the lead partner, in this case Cork County Council. 
I understand that this was agreed to at the Cork County Council meeting on June 28th and is on 
the agenda for the Waterford City and County Council meeting on July 8th. 

The final signing of contracts will occur following the completion of that agreement. No 
funding has been drawn down to date. The completion of the feasibility study is expected in the 
first half of 2022.

30/06/2021WRB04100Road Projects

30/06/2021WRB0420065. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the status of works on a road 
(details supplied). [35055/21]

30/06/2021WRB04300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme. Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for Trans-
port Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This is 
also subject to the Public Spending Code Guidelines and the necessary statutory approvals. In 
this context, TII is best placed to advise you on the status of this project.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply. Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

30/06/2021WRB04400Road Projects

30/06/2021WRB0450066. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the status of works on a road 
(details supplied). [35056/21]

30/06/2021WRB04600Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme. Under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the planning, design and construction of individual national roads is a matter for Trans-
port Infrastructure Ireland (TII), in conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This is 
also subject to the Public Spending Code Guidelines and the necessary statutory approvals. In 
this context, TII is best placed to advise you on the status of this project.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply. Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

30/06/2021WRC00200Coast Guard Service
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30/06/2021WRC0030067. Deputy Joe Carey asked the Minister for Transport the main terms of the contract 
(details supplied) for the provision of search and rescue services to the Irish Coast Guard; the 
timeframe for this contract; if he will seek to amend, change or alter any of these terms in the 
renewal of this contract; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35075/21]

30/06/2021WRC00400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
current helicopter service contract between the then Minister for Transport and CHC Ireland 
DAC commenced on 1st July 2012 for a period of 10 years. It contains an option to extend for 
a period(s) up to a further 3 years.  The contract has been extended initially for one year to July 
2023 to facilitate the procurement of a new service in accordance with Public Spending Code 
requirements and a seamless transition from one service to another. 

The Procurement process has begun for the new Search and Rescue Aviation contract.  
KPMG have been appointed to carry out the detailed business/economic assessment in line 
with the requirements of the Public Spending Code which will determine the scope, nature and 
procurement strategy for the new service. All options are and will be reviewed and the outcome 
of the business case will go to Government early in Q3 2021.  Once this step is taken, a tender 
should issue shortly thereafter. 

The current status of the project can be referenced in the Published eTenders update on 
eTenders and our SAR Webpage.   

30/06/2021WRC00500Road Projects

30/06/2021WRC0060068. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Transport the proposals in place for up-
grading the junctions at which they intersect with roads (details supplied); if funding was pro-
vided to Transport Infrastructure Ireland for works in relation to the design or upgrade of these 
junctions; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35086/21]

30/06/2021WRC00700Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport I have respon-
sibility for overall policy and securing exchequer funding in relation to the National Roads 
Programme. Once funding arrangements have been put in place with Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland (TII), under the Roads Acts 1993-2015 and in line with the National Development Plan 
(NDP), the planning, design and upgrading of individual national roads is a matter for TII, in 
conjunction with the local authorities concerned.  This is also subject to the Public Spending 
Code Guidelines and the necessary statutory approvals.  In this context, TII is best placed to 
advise you on the status of these works.

Noting the above position, I have referred your question to TII for a direct reply. Please 
advise my private office if you do not receive a reply within 10 working days.

30/06/2021WRC00800Bus Services

30/06/2021WRC0090069. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Transport the funding allocated to Local 
Link bus services in 2021; the estimated additional cost of increasing this funding by 5%, 10% 
and 25%, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35152/21]

30/06/2021WRC01000Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): The total allocation in 2021 to the Rural 
Transport Programme (RTP), which now operates under the “Local Link” brand, is €28.206 
million. This includes €11.8 million for rural regular services funded from Public Service Ob-
ligation (PSO) funding.  
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This is the confirmed RTP allocation for this year, and any percentage increases over what-
ever timeframe, using whatever basis, may be calculated from it. However, I would caution that 
whatever calculations the Deputy might use, such figures would only be speculative.  Future 
funding levels for the programme will be subject to the annual Estimate and Budgetary pro-
cesses.

30/06/2021WRC01100Coast Guard Service

30/06/2021WRC0120070. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Transport if he will address a matter 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35233/21]

30/06/2021WRC01300Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
Irish Coast Guard manages a fleet of response vehicles which equip the 44 Coast Guard units to 
carry out search and rescue functions within their localities. 

In the immediate location of Templenoe are Coast Guard stations based at Iveragh and 
Castletownbere who provide search, cliff and boat response within their communities.

The Irish Coast Guard does not intend establishing a unit in the Kenmare area and the ve-
hicle in question has been relocated to the Castletownbere station house as a dedicated resource 
to the unit to respond to training and callout requirements within their area of operations.

30/06/2021WRC01400Military Aircraft

30/06/2021WRC0150071. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Transport the number of US sol-
diers who passed through Shannon Airport in each of the years 2001 to 2020 and to date in 
2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35254/21]

30/06/2021WRC01600Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): My 
Department has no statutory function regarding the transit of foreign military personnel through 
Irish sovereign territory or Irish airports.

I have forwarded your question to Shannon Group plc. for direct reply. If you do not receive 
a reply from the Company within ten working days, please advise my Private Office.

30/06/2021WRC01700Driver Test

30/06/2021WRC0180072. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Transport when the full resumption 
of driver theory tests is expected following the announcement on the phased reopening of the 
services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35319/21]

30/06/2021WRC01900Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): In 
line with the further easing of restrictions, the gradual re-opening of in-person driver theory test 
centres commenced on the 8th of June. The RSA reopened its network of test centres and will 
be permitted to conduct 25,000 driver theory tests per month. 

The test centres have extensive COVID-19 measures in place to protect both customers 
and staff and to ensure the safe delivery of the service. It is hoped that capacity will gradually 
increase to 50,000 tests monthly, if public health guidance permits.

The further reopening of this service is currently under discussion  The RSA, like all or-
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ganisations and business must take its direction and guidance from the Government, the HSA, 
and the Department of Transport in relation to capacity restrictions for in-person services and 
therefore must adopt and implement all recommendations relating to the services which can be 
provided. 

We want to provide services, and we know people are looking for services but we will pro-
vide them only to the limit possible while preserving public health.

30/06/2021WRC02000Driver Test

30/06/2021WRC0210073. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport the additional measures he 
will implement as a matter of urgency to ensure that  delays in driver theory tests are reduced 
without further delay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35367/21]

30/06/2021WRC02200Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Un-
der legislation, the Road Safety Authority (RSA) is the body responsible for the operation of 
the Theory Test Service.

The Department is liaising with the RSA on an ongoing basis to meet the growing demand 
for driving theory tests. 

In line with the further easing of restrictions, the gradual re-opening of in-person driver 
theory test centres commenced on the 8th of June. The RSA reopened its network of test centres 
and is now permitted to conduct 25,000 driver theory tests per month. 

The test centres have extensive COVID-19 measures in place to protect both customers 
and staff and to ensure the safe delivery of the service. It is hoped that capacity will gradually 
increase to 50,000 tests monthly, if public health guidance permits. The Driver Theory Test 
service provider has sourced an additional 40 temporary team members to support the expected 
increase in capacity to 50,000 in centre appointments when permitted to do so.

The RSA has been working to deliver an online theory test service, with a pilot online test 
already undertaken for trucks and buses. This pilot service has now been extended to include 
car and motorbike tests and it is hoped that up to 10,000 tests will be conducted online in the 
coming months. 

The theory test service provider has sourced 30 additional employees to manage the online 
testing facility. The tests are conducted under strict requirements in order to adequately verify 
the identity of candidates, and to ensure exams are completed in a secure manner, maintain-
ing the integrity of the exam content and to prevent cheating or fraud. To replicate the highly 
secure nature of in-person testing, the on-line testing service requires live proctors to perform 
the required security and ID checks and monitor the theory tests in a live online environment. 

30/06/2021WRC02300Driver Test

30/06/2021WRC0240074. Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Transport if he will ensure that appli-
cants for driver theory tests who had applied in 2020 do not have their appointments delayed 
due to more recent applicants getting priority; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35368/21]

30/06/2021WRC02500Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
driver theory test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority. Currently, theory 
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tests have resumed up to a maximum of 25,000 monthly.

The protocol for scheduling appointments is an operational matter for the Road Safety Au-
thority, and one in which I have no role.

This question is therefore being referred to the Authority for direct reply. I would ask the 
Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.  

30/06/2021WRC02600Driver Test

30/06/2021WRC0270075. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the funding that has been al-
located to the RSA to expand the driver theory test and driving testers. [35370/21]

30/06/2021WRC02800Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): Un-
der legislation, the Road Safety Authority (RSA) is the body responsible for the operation and 
the funding of both the Theory Test and Driving Test Services. These services have for many 
years been funded by the Authority from its own resources, including reserves as well as ongo-
ing revenue, and no additional Exchequer funding has been required to date to fund them.  The 
financial position of the Authority is monitored and reviewed by my Department on an ongo-
ing basis and the question of additional Exchequer funding will be considered, in light of their 
financial position and that of the Exchequer, if and when the issue arises.

The Department is liaising with the RSA on an ongoing basis to meet the growing demand 
for driving tests. An additional 40 temporary driver testers have been authorised along with 36 
approved for retention or rehire in 2020. The additional testers are expected to start testing by 
the end of June. In addition, sanction has recently been received to add a further 40 testers to 
that cohort.  The Department will continue to monitor and review the situation.

In line with the further easing of restrictions, the gradual re-opening of in-person driver 
theory test centres commenced on the 8th of June. The RSA reopened its network of test centres 
and will be permitted to conduct 25,000 driver theory tests per month. 

The test centres have extensive COVID-19 measures in place to protect both customers 
and staff and to ensure the safe delivery of the service. It is hoped that capacity will gradually 
increase to 50,000 tests monthly, if public health guidance permits. The Driver Theory Test 
service provider has sourced an additional 40 temporary team members to support the expected 
increase in capacity to 50,000 in centre appointments when permitted to do so.

The RSA has also been working to deliver an online theory test service, with a pilot online 
test already undertaken for trucks and buses. This pilot service has now been extended to in-
clude car and motorbike tests. The theory test service provider has sourced 30 additional em-
ployees to manage the online testing facility. The tests are conducted under strict requirements 
in order to adequately verify the identity of candidates, and to ensure exams are completed in a 
secure manner, maintaining the integrity of the exam content and to prevent cheating or fraud. 
It is hoped that the service provider will be able to deliver up to 10,000 theory tests online in 
the coming months. 

30/06/2021WRC02900Driver Test

30/06/2021WRC0300076. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the number of applicants by 
age and county for the driver theory test. [35371/21]
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30/06/2021WRC03100Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
driver theory test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.

The information requested is held by the RSA.  

This question is therefore being referred to the Authority for direct reply. I would ask the 
Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.  

30/06/2021WRC03200Driver Test

30/06/2021WRC0330077. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the number of persons awaiting 
a driving test in the RSA Mallow driving test centre in each category (details supplied); and the 
number of weeks candidates are on waiting lists for a test date broken down into four weeks 
tranches in tabular form. [35372/21]

30/06/2021WRC03400Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
driving test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.

The information requested is held by the RSA.  

This question is therefore being referred to the Authority for direct reply. I would ask the 
Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.  

30/06/2021WRC03500Driver Test

30/06/2021WRC0360078. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the number of persons awaiting 
a driving test in the RSA Cork Wilton driving test centre in each category (details supplied); and 
the number of weeks candidates are on waiting list for a test date broken down into four weeks 
tranches in tabular form. [35373/21]

30/06/2021WRC03700Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
driving test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.

The information requested is held by the RSA.  

This question is therefore being referred to the Authority for direct reply. I would ask the 
Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.  

30/06/2021WRC03800Driver Test

30/06/2021WRC0390079. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Transport the number of persons await-
ing a driving test in the RSA Cork Ballincollig driving test centre in each category (details sup-
plied); and the number of weeks candidates are on waiting list for a test date broken down into 
four weeks tranches in tabular form. [35374/21]

30/06/2021WRC04000Minister of State at the Department of Transport (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): The 
driving test is the statutory responsibility of the Road Safety Authority.

The information requested is held by the RSA.  

This question is therefore being referred to the Authority for direct reply. I would ask the 
Deputy to contact my office if a response has not been received within ten days.  
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30/06/2021WRC04100Covid-19 Pandemic

30/06/2021WRC0420080. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Transport his plans to alter restrictions 
on public transport to allow buses to run at 75% capacity rather than 50% capacity on service 
routes considering that many service routes are now over capacity and persons are being left be-
hind at bus stops due to lack of space on buses that are in compliance with 50% capacity rules; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28255/21]

30/06/2021WRC04300Minister for Transport (Deputy Eamon Ryan): As Minister for Transport, I have respon-
sibility for policy and overall funding in relation to public transport.  The National Transport 
Authority (NTA) has statutory responsibility for securing the provision of public passenger 
transport services nationally.   

On 10 May 2021, the capacity restrictions on public transport were increased from 25% to 
50% of onboard capacity (sitting and standing) across all services under updated measures an-
nounced by Government. Public transport has also now largely returned to normal scheduling.

Government recently agreed that the ending of the 50% capacity restriction on public trans-
port will be considered for August, subject to the epidemiological situation at the time.

My Department and the NTA continue to be guided by public health advice and are closely 
monitoring public transport demand.

30/06/2021WRC04400Departmental Schemes

30/06/2021WRC0450081. Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Finance the cost to date of the help-
to-buy scheme; the breakdown of the cost of the scheme in each of the years 2017 to 2020 and 
to date in 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35106/21]

30/06/2021WRC04600Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Help to Buy (HTB) incentive is 
a scheme to assist first-time purchasers with a deposit they need to buy or build a new house 
or apartment. The incentive gives a refund on Income Tax and Deposit Interest Retention Tax 
(DIRT) paid in the State over the previous four years, subject to limits outlined in the legisla-
tion. Section 477C Taxes Consolidation Act (TCA) 1997 outlines the definitions and conditions 
that apply to the HTB scheme. 

According to Revenue data, as of end May 2021, since the inception of the scheme the esti-
mated total value of approved HTB claims to date is in the order of €437 million.

The table below summarises the value of approved HTB claims for each year since the in-
ception of the scheme until June 2021. 

Year 2017* 2018 2019 2020  2021 
(Year to 
end May)

Total 

Value   
(€m)

69 73 102 126  67 437

*The 2017 figure includes approved retrospective claims made in 2017 in respect of the 
period 19 July 2016 to end 2016, as provided for in the relevant legislation. 

30/06/2021WRD00200Tax Avoidance
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30/06/2021WRD0030082. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 214 of 22 June 2021, the number of occasions on which the Revenue Commissioners 
has successfully applied Ireland’s general anti-avoidance rule; the quantum of additional tax 
revenue that has been clawed back through its application by year in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [35073/21]

30/06/2021WRD00400Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that the gen-
eral anti-avoidance rule is contained in section 811 of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997.  Sec-
tion 811 applied for transactions commenced up to 23 October 2014 and section 811C applies 
to transactions commenced after 23 October 2014.  The general principles as to what constitutes 
a tax avoidance transaction are broadly the same under both sets of provisions.  Section 811 re-
quired Revenue to issue a Notice of Opinion for transactions considered to represent tax avoid-
ance.  Section 811C does not require Revenue to issue a Notice of Opinion, instead a Notice of 
Assessment is issued.  

I am further advised by Revenue that it is not possible in the time available to provide the 
full details sought.  

In total 517 Notices of Opinion were issued under section 811 in respect of transactions 
considered by Revenue to be tax avoidance. I understand it has been possible for Revenue to 
challenge tax avoidance transactions identified that took place after 23 October 2014 using 
specific legislative provisions, therefore to-date it has not been necessary for Revenue to issue 
assessments under section 811C.  

Revenue have dedicated Anti-Avoidance branches in their Large Cases – High Wealth Indi-
viduals Division.  These branches have responsibility for challenging tax avoidance nationally 
under both general and specific anti-avoidance legislation. In January 2021 Revenue were man-
aging 498 cases involving potential tax avoidance, relating to 27 transactions. 

The settlements reached in the years 2014 to 2020 in relation to tax avoidance challenged 
by Revenue are set out in Table 1. 

Table 1 – Tax Avoidance Settlements 

Year Number of cases Yield 
2020 104 €18.4m 
2019 127 €29m 
2018 22 €5.7m 
2017 1,352* €3.8m 
2016 40 €10m 
2015 160 €42m 
2014 483 €13m 
Total 2,288 €121.9m 
*Of the 1,352 avoidance cases settled in 2017, 1,332 were closed following the Supreme 

Court’s decision in the Hans Droog case in which it was successfully argued by the appellant 
that time limits set out in legislation relating to the self-assessment system apply to anti-avoid-
ance legislation. As a result of the Supreme Court decision and acting on legal advice, Revenue 
closed similar cases involving time limit issues which it was no longer possible to pursue as a 
result of the application of the time limit. 

Finance Act 2014 introduced section 811D and provided taxpayers with the opportunity 
to file a Qualifying Avoidance Disclosure (QAD).  This provided for the disclosure of any tax 
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avoidance transaction entered into on or before 23 October 2014. The final date to avail of the 
QAD was 30 June 2015.  In general, the type of transactions that qualified for the disclosure ini-
tiative were transactions that could come within the definition of avoidance in section 811, also 
VAT avoidance transactions that could be challenged under the “Abuse of Rights” principle.  In 
total 137 cases applied under the QAD provisions with settlements of €43.7 million (including 
tax and interest). 

30/06/2021WRD00500Tax Data

30/06/2021WRD0060083. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Finance the estimated cost per annum if 
the PAYE tax credit was reapplied to the qualifying adult dependent element of the State pen-
sion (contributory). [35138/21]

30/06/2021WRD00700Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised by Revenue that pay-
ments from the Department of Social Protection are taxable sources of income unless they are 
specifically exempt from income tax.  Both the State Contributory Pension and the State Non-
Contributory Pension are chargeable to income tax, but not to Universal Social Charge (USC) 
or Pay Related Social Insurance (PRSI).

The Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005 provides for the payment of an increase in the 
amount of weekly State pensions where the beneficiary of the pension has a qualified adult de-
pendant.  Although the qualifying adult portion of the pension is paid directly to the qualified 
adult, this payment is premised on there being an entitlement by the beneficiary to the pension 
in the first instance.  As stated in section 112 of the Social Welfare Consolidation 2005 Act, the 
qualified adult portion is an “increase” in the pension and is payable in respect of a spouse/civil 
partner/cohabitant who is being financially maintained and whose income is not greater than a 
specified amount.

The tax treatment of the qualified adult increase is provided for in section 126(2B) Taxes 
Consolidation Act (TCA) 1997, as inserted by Section 12 of the Finance (No. 2) Act of 2013.  
That section provides that, for all the purposes of the Income Tax Acts, any increase in the State 
pension in respect of a qualified adult dependant is treated as if it arises to, and is payable to, 
the beneficiary of the pension.  Since the increase is treated as income of the beneficiary for tax 
purposes, only one employee (PAYE) tax credit – valued at €1,650 - is available in respect of 
the State Pension, including the qualified adult dependent increase. 

With regard to the Deputy’s specific question as to the estimated annual cost to the Exche-
quer in each of the years 2022 to 2026 of providing for a PAYE tax credit for the qualified adult 
dependent, I am further advised by Revenue that there are significant variables to consider in 
order to determine an individual’s final tax liability position and as such it is not possible to 
provide an estimated cost.  This will be dependent on his or her civil status, his or her available 
tax credits or the amount of income received from other sources or perhaps an individual may 
not have sufficient sources of income to partially or fully avail of the PAYE credit in his or her 
own right. Furthermore, by virtue of section 188 TCA 1997, a person aged 65 and over is ex-
empt from income tax where his or her total income is less than the relevant exemption limit.  
For 2021, the exemption limits are €36,000 for a married couple or civil partners and €18,000 
for a single individual.  

Finally, I would like to make the Deputy aware that the Minister for Social Protection recent-
ly provided details of the number of recipients of State pension (contributory) and State pension 
(non-contributory) respectively, who were also claiming an increase for a qualified adult and these 
statistics are set out in Parliamentary Question 13850/21, which can be located at the following 
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link - www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/question/2021-03-11/140/?highlight%5B0%5D=13850 

30/06/2021WRD00800Vehicle Registration Tax

30/06/2021WRD0090084. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Finance if the VRT enforcement officers 
follow the operational instructions contained in the Revenue Commissioners VRT enforcement 
manuals (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35228/21]

30/06/2021WRD01000Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I am advised that Revenue’s tax and 
duty manuals set out the rules, guidelines, procedures, and practices for different areas of activ-
ity.  They are provided as guidance only and do not seek to provide professional advice or a 
definitive answer in every case.  I am advised that Revenue’s VRT enforcement officers are ex-
pected to follow the operational instructions as set out in Revenue’s VRT Enforcement Manuals 
and apply them appropriately having regard to the facts and circumstances in each particular 
case. 

30/06/2021WRD01100Vehicle Registration Tax

30/06/2021WRD0120085. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Finance further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 204 of 25 May 2021, if he will clarify the section or subsection of the Finance Act 2001 
that grants the Revenue Commissioners the power under section 144(2) to impose a penalty, 
and the section or subsection of the Finance Act 2001 specifies the amount, limit, and or method 
for the calculation of such penalty; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35229/21]

30/06/2021WRD01300Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): The Revenue Commissioners may, in 
their discretion, restore goods that have been seized as liable to forfeiture under section 144(2) 
of the Finance Act 2001. In exercising their discretionary power to restore goods, the Revenue 
Commissioners may seek such conditions as they deem appropriate including payment of a 
compromise sum from the owner of the goods. I am advised that Revenue’s Enforcement Man-
ual on Vehicle Registration Tax, which is available on the Revenue website, sets out guidelines 
which the Commissioners operate in relation to the terms and options that may be offered in 
appropriate cases, at the discretion of the Revenue Commissioners, for local release of seized 
vehicles.

30/06/2021WRD01400Tax Data

30/06/2021WRD0150086. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue gener-
ated by introducing a 40% rate for capital gains tax in circumstances in which the person mak-
ing the disposal has an annual income in excess of €400,000. [35363/21]

30/06/2021WRD0160087. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue gener-
ated by introducing a 40% rate for capital gains tax in circumstances in which the person mak-
ing the disposal has an annual income in excess of €300,000. [35364/21]

30/06/2021WRD0170088. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the estimated revenue gener-
ated by introducing a 40% rate for capital gains tax in circumstances in which the person mak-
ing the disposal has an annual income in excess of €200,000. [35365/21]

30/06/2021WRD0180089. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the total chargeable gain and 
liability reported by individuals, not companies, with respect to capital gains tax with individual 
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incomes in excess of €200,000, €300,000 and €400,000, respectively disaggregated by asset 
type in each of the years 2018 to 2020. [35366/21]

30/06/2021WRD01900Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I propose to take Questions Nos. 86 to 
89, inclusive, together.

I am advised by Revenue that the estimated yield generated from a rate of 40% on capi-
tal gains made on disposals by individuals with income greater than €400,000, €300,000 and 
€200,000 is €44m, €63m and €83m per year respectively. This is based on chargeable gains 
included on Income Tax and Capital Gains Tax (CGT) returns for the tax year 2018, the latest 
year for which full information is available. These estimates assume no change in behaviour by 
individuals resulting from the increase in the tax rate and do not include any yield in respect of 
companies.

Regarding Question 35366/21, the total chargeable gains returned and associated CGT li-
ability for individuals with incomes over the thresholds specified, in respect of the year 2018, 
are set out in Table 1 below. The over €200,000 category in Table 1 includes the over €300,000 
and €400,000 categories. 

Table 1

Gross Income Chargeable Gain €m   – All 
Asset Disposals

CGT Liability €m –   All As-
set Disposals

Over €200,000* 1,260 391
Of Which: Over €300,000** 917 294
Of Which: Over €400,000 638 206
*All those with incomes over €300,000 and over €400,000 are included in this row; ** All 

those with incomes over €400,000 are included in this row.

A breakdown by the main asset types is only available in respect of individuals disposing of 
single asset types in the tax year due to the structure of the tax returns. This information is set 
out in Table 2 below for the 2018 tax year.

Table 2

Gross Income Asset Type Chargeable Gain €m   – Single 
Asset Disposals Only*

CGT Liability €m–   Single 
Asset Disposals Only*

Over €200,000 Shares/Securities - Quoted 375.7 113.3

Shares/Securities - Unquoted 367.6 116.1

Agricultural Land/Buildings 12.9 3.9

Development Land 17.9 5.8

Commercial Premises 43.9 14.3

Residential Premises 33.4 11.0

Shares or Securities exchanged   
(S. 913(5))

12.5 3.5

Other assets 70.5 21.5

Of which:  Over €300,000 Shares/Securities - Quoted 288.3 94.2

Shares/Securities - Unquoted 255.0 81.0

Agricultural Land/Buildings 8.1 2.5

Development Land 13.4 4.4

Commercial Premises 36.7 12.0

Residential Premises 21.6 7.1

Shares or Securities exchanged   
(S. 913(5))

8.3 2.5

Other assets 49.1 15.6



Questions - Written Answers

20

Gross Income Asset Type Chargeable Gain €m   – Single 
Asset Disposals Only*

CGT Liability €m–   Single 
Asset Disposals Only*

Of which:  Over €400,000 Shares/Securities - Quoted 217.7 71.3

Shares/Securities - Unquoted 131.3 42.2

Agricultural Land/Buildings 3.2 0.9

Development Land 8.5 2.8

Commercial Premises 30.7 9.9

Residential Premises 12.6 4.2

Shares or Securities exchanged   
(S. 913(5))

2.1 0.7

Other assets 12.6 3.9

*Chargeable Gain and CGT liability totals in Table 2 do not equal that of Table 1 as the asset 
type breakdown presented is only available where a single asset type is disposed of.

The Deputy may also be interested in additional CGT information, which is published on 
the Revenue website at link: www.revenue.ie/en/corporate/information-about-revenue/statis-
tics/income-distributions/summary-capital-gains-tax-returns.aspx.

  Question No. 87 answered with Question No. 86.

  Question No. 88 answered with Question No. 86.

  Question No. 89 answered with Question No. 86.

30/06/2021WRD02300Flood Risk Management

30/06/2021WRD0240090. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
the position regarding the OPW funded flood relief works that are currently ongoing; the esti-
mated cost of each project; when each project will be completed in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [35206/21]

30/06/2021WRD02500Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Pat-
rick O’Donovan): The OPW delivers a programme of capital investment to address existing 
flood risk to properties and infrastructure through major flood relief projects, which are deliv-
ered largely in partnership with Local Authorities. 

Since 1995 the OPW, together with the relevant Local Authorities, has constructed 49 major 
flood defence schemes throughout the country, protecting approximately 10,000 properties at a 
cost of some €400m, and avoiding estimated damages of €1.8bn. 

In May 2018, €1bn investment was made available for implementation of a national pro-
gramme of projects proposed in the Flood Risk Management Plans (FRMP), over the lifetime 
of the National Development Plan 2018-2027 as part of Project 2040.  This investment secures 
funding to deliver some 119 additional flood relief schemes, in addition to the 33 already un-
derway at that time. The flood risk in these communities represents 80% of the risk from our 
primary cause of flooding - and they are home to almost two thirds of our population.

The table below sets out the OPW funded flood relief works that are currently ongoing, 
including those that are at construction, substantially complete or have advanced works pro-
gressing.  

Flood relief scheme works cur-
rently ongoing 

Current scheme status Estimated cost of project  Estimated completion date  

Co. Clare 
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Flood relief scheme works cur-
rently ongoing 

Current scheme status Estimated cost of project  Estimated completion date  

Ennis South At construction €22.9m 2021 (Substantial completion) 

Ennis Lower At construction €22m 2021 

Co. Cork 

Clonakilty Substantial completion €33.8m 2021 (Substantial completion) 

Douglas/Togher At construction €22.9m 2022 

Bandon Substantial completion €34.5m 2021 

Skibbereen Substantial completion €37.9m 2022 

Dublin City 

River Dodder (Phases 2C, 2D 
& 2E) 

At construction €21.8m 2021 

Loughlinstown/Deansgrange Advance works at Deansgrange 
currently at construction 

Overall scheme budget (Pre-
liminary Estimate) €9.6m 

Overall scheme 2024 (Substan-
tial completion)

Co. Kildare 

Lower Morrell At construction €12m 2024 

Co. Meath 

Ashbourne At construction €5.6m 2021 (Substantial completion) 

Co. Tipperary 

Templemore At construction €10.2m 2021 (Substantial completion) 

Co. Westmeath 

Athlone At construction €16.2m 2021 (Substantial completion) 

In addition to these, over 80 further projects are currently being progressed through design, 
development and Planning, including 61 from the FRMP’s which were prioritised for imple-
mentation, selected on the basis of capacity to deliver the greatest benefit in terms of the greatest 
number of properties protected on a national and regional basis.  In addition, almost 60 further 
schemes will be progressed through planning, design and construction over the coming decade. 

As well as the major schemes outlined above, the OPW has provided some €41m in fund-
ing to Local Authorities under the OPW’s Minor Works Scheme since its introduction in 2009, 
supporting over 600 projects and providing protection to some 7,500 properties from localised 
flood risk.  These also include a number of coastal flood and erosion risk management studies 
by Local Authorities.

30/06/2021WRD02600National Maternity Hospital

30/06/2021WRD0270091. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform the 
precise official rules governing spending on large State capital projects as they apply to the 
proposed new national maternity hospital; if he will report on compliance to date in this regard 
with respect to the proposed new national maternity hospital; the reported request of the Min-
ister for Health regarding the circumvention of these rules; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [35255/21]

30/06/2021WRD02800Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Michael McGrath): As the Dep-
uty may be aware, all major capital project over €100 million are required to undergo the full 
appraisal steps as set out in the Public Spending Code for Public Capital Investment. For proj-
ects estimated to cost over €100 million, the Government is the Approving Authority at each of 
the key decision gates in the project life cycle, including approval-in-principle at preliminary 
business case stage, approval to proceed to tender stage and approval to award contracts at final 
business case stage. The Public Spending Code for the development of public investment proj-
ects is available at this link: assets.gov.ie/99068/c14c842b-2afc-41d6-8429-045548548ecc.pdf

In addition, my Department conducts technical reviews at an early strategic assessment 



Questions - Written Answers

22

report stage, at preliminary business case stage and at final business case stage. These technical 
reviews will be carried out to ensure the full options appraisal, economic and financial apprais-
al, governance and risks of the project are appropriately assessed as part of the development of 
projects. 

The Minister for Health, Stephen Donnelly TD, and I have shared correspondence in recent 
months regarding the development of the new maternity hospital business case. This was in rela-
tion to the appropriate stage in the Public Spending Code at which this case could be introduced 
for consideration by my Department for technical review and for decision by Government. In 
that context, I clarified the requirements within the Public Spending Code for each of the deci-
sion gates and that it would be expected that any business case submitted to my Department for 
review would comply with these requirements. It is my understanding that the business case is 
currently being developed, as appropriate, within the Health system and it is the responsibility 
of the Department of Health to bring the business case forward for consideration in due course. 

30/06/2021WRD02900Arts Centres

30/06/2021WRD0300092. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the amount per county provided in direct funding for arts centres in each of the years 
2018 to 2020 and to date in 2021. [35142/21]

30/06/2021WRD03100Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): My Department provides capital funding to arts centres.  Details of all capital funding 
is provided on my Department’s website showing the grantee and the amount paid by county 
for each year.  It is available at the link below.  

www.gov.ie/en/publication/b1eab-creative-arts-grants-and-funding-previous-
schemes/#cultural-development-expenditure 

Details of funding is published annually and 2021 funding will be published at the start of 
2022.

The Arts Council provides current funding to Arts Centres and details of these are available 
on the Arts Council website at www.artscouncil.ie/Who_we_funded/

30/06/2021WRD03200Artists’ Remuneration

30/06/2021WRD0330093. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the details of a universal basic income for all artists; when it will be introduced; the 
groups it will include; if it will include age groups in receipt of other State entitlements such as 
the State pension; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [35155/21]

30/06/2021WRD03400Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The Arts and Culture Recovery Taskforce report Life Worth Living, was published in 
November 2020 and made ten recommendations for the sector.  The recommendations included 
a proposal to pilot a basic income scheme for a three-year period in the arts, culture, audiovisual 
and live performance and events sectors.   

I was delighted that as part of the Economic Recovery Plan launched on June 1st, I secured 
agreement from Government for a Basic Income Guarantee pilot scheme for artists.  The Gov-
ernment recognises that bold steps are necessary for our invaluable and much treasured arts 
community to come back stronger than ever before. 
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I have recently established an Oversight Group with the remit of addressing the outstanding 
recommendations of the Life Worth Living report. The membership of the Group is drawn from 
Departments and Agencies which have the ability and wherewithal to make appropriate prog-
ress on the outstanding recommendations, including the Basic Income Guarantee pilot. 

The Oversight Group held its first meeting on May 27th chaired by my Department and 
joined by representatives of the Departments of Finance, Social Protection, Public Expenditure 
and Reform as well as Enterprise, Trade and Employment.  The Directors of the Arts Council 
and Screen Ireland are also members alongside a representative of the County and City Manag-
ers’ Association.

I have asked the Oversight Group to prioritise the manner in which a Basic Income Guaran-
tee pilot scheme for artists will be delivered.  As the work of the group has only recently begun 
it is too early to say with any certainty what the details of the pilot scheme will be.  I would 
hope to have report from the Group during the summer in time for Budget 2022 considerations. 

30/06/2021WRD03500Rental Sector

30/06/2021WRD0360094. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media further to Parliamentary Question No. 137 of 23 June 2021, the steps she is taking 
to regulate elements of the short-term letting sector; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [35196/21]

30/06/2021WRD03700Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The Programme for Government - Our Shared Future includes the specific action to 
strengthen the regulatory and enforcement mechanisms with regard to short-term letting, and 
the ongoing approach in this regard is currently being considered, in the first instance, by the 
Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage.  In this context, discussions are ongo-
ing between our Departments to examine potential proposals in relation to the regulation of the 
short-term letting sector.

30/06/2021WRD03800Tourism Funding

30/06/2021WRD0390095. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if she will increase Fáilte Ireland’s financial contribution to the work of rural recre-
ational officers; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [35197/21]

30/06/2021WRD04000Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Exchequer funding provision for Tourism Services, including allocations to Fáilte 
Ireland, are determined through the annual Estimates process.  The allocations at subhead level 
are confirmed in the Revised Estimates Volume for Public Services published by the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure and Reform.  Within its subhead allocations, it is up to Fáilte Ire-
land to determine the appropriate distribution of its annual Exchequer allocation in line with its 
statutory functions and strategic and operational priorities.

The consideration of possible financial contributions towards the work of Rural Recreation 
Officers is, therefore, an operational matter for Fáilte Ireland.  Accordingly, I have referred the 
Deputy’s question to the agency for direct reply.  Please inform my private office if you do not 
receive a reply within ten working days.
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30/06/2021WRD04100Sports Organisations

30/06/2021WRD0420096. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if the database of an organisation (details supplied) currently under construc-
tion will provide data on an all-island basis; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[35420/21]

30/06/2021WRD0430097. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the expected timeframe in which an organisation (details supplied) will exam-
ine the inclusion of locations of defibrillators in its database; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [35421/21]

30/06/2021WRD04400Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): I propose to take Questions Nos. 96 and 97 together.

Sport Ireland has commenced work on the development of a National Database of Sport & 
Recreation Amenities. This GIS-based database encompasses considerably more datasets than 
was originally envisaged in an audit of sports facilities and is expected to be substantially com-
pleted within two years. As part of this work, Sport Ireland is examining a proposal to include 
the location of defibrillators in the database.

I have referred the Deputy’s question to Sport Ireland for further information on this project 
and for direct reply to the Deputy. Please contact my office if a reply is not received within 10 
working days.

  Question No. 97 answered with Question No. 96.

30/06/2021WRE00300Covid-19 Pandemic

30/06/2021WRE0040098. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if one-on-one personal training is permitted in private gyms and studios under cur-
rent restrictions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28039/21]

30/06/2021WRE00500Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): From the 7th of June, individual indoor sports training in 
gyms and other such facilities is permitted. This includes one-to-one instruction. 

While individual indoor training activity is permitted, indoor group exercise classes, games, 
matches or competitions are not. The total numbers permitted in a given indoor facility is de-
pendent on the capacity of that facility to fully comply with the public health requirements and 
associated protocols developed by the relevant sporting bodies and organisations. Further infor-
mation and advice in this regard is available from those bodies and organisations which remain 
in a close and ongoing engagement with Sport Ireland.

30/06/2021WRE00600Heritage Sites

30/06/2021WRE0070099. Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage the 
status of the high cross monastic site at Monasterboice, County Louth in respect of the tentative 
list to be submitted to UNESCO for consideration for world heritage site status in 2021; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [35439/21]

30/06/2021WRE00800107. Deputy Fergus O’Dowd asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Her-
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itage his views on reports that indicate that Monasterboice may be removed from the tentative 
list for UNESCO world heritage sites (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [35316/21]

30/06/2021WRE00900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): I propose to take Questions Nos. 99 and 107 together.

I refer the Deputy back to the Topical Issue, To discuss the exclusion of Early Monastic Sites 
from Ireland’s Tentative List for UNESCO World Heritage Sites, debated in the Dáil on the 26 
May 2021 which outlined the processes, supports, and engagements that have been part of the 
advancement of the revised Tentative List of World Heritage Properties to date. 

In January 2019, my Department initiated its review of the Tentative List and invited all lo-
cal authorities to submit applications to it with respect to properties of natural and/or cultural 
heritage within their area of responsibility, which may meet the requirements for inclusion on 
the Tentative List. The deadline for applications is 30th June 2021.

My Department’s policy is for applications to be promoted and sponsored by the relevant 
local authorities in order to ensure continuity throughout the process. Other organisations, com-
munity groups or individuals interested in submitting an application have been encouraged to 
apply in collaboration with their respective local authority and support has been provided by 
my Department when appropriate to do so. The role of the local authorities to lead engagement 
with community organisations on the ground is crucial in order to facilitate public consultation 
and wider stakeholder involvement, particularly in light of the requirement under the UNESCO 
Operational Guidelines for participatory planning and stakeholder consultation. 

My Department’s National Monuments Service has been liaising very closely with those 
local authorities that have expressed interest in having a property within their county boundar-
ies included on the revised Tentative List, providing advice and guidance on an ongoing basis, 
commissioning studies/reviews, and encouraging engagement with relevant stakeholders at a 
local level. This engagement has also included facilitating two World Heritage Workshops in 
collaboration with ICOMOS Ireland, one held in Killarney in February 2020 and a follow-up 
workshop online in June 2020. 

These workshops focussed on next steps in the review process, World Heritage knowledge 
sharing, management of serial and transboundary applications, and the requirements of com-
pleting the Tentative List application form. At these workshops, the challenges in the prepara-
tion of nomination documentation and management plans for prospective World Heritage prop-
erties was detailed, and the need for wide public consultation and local stakeholder engagement 
was reinforced. 

Following attendance at the workshops, interested parties were requested to submit draft 
Tentative List applications for review and feedback to ensure that the next Tentative List fea-
tures properties that are well-placed to progress to World Heritage nomination. Throughout 
November and December 2020, my Department facilitated feedback in relation to the draft ap-
plications through individual online meetings with a World Heritage Expert. 

My Department is not anticipating a revised application for Monasterboice as a component 
of a serial national application in respect of Early Medieval Monastic Sites or a revised stand-
alone application because despite considerable encouragement, there was no engagement with 
my Department by Louth County Council in respect of Monasterboice.

30/06/2021WRE01000Local Authorities
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30/06/2021WRE01100100. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the amounts provided to local authorities for adaptation work to local authority houses for 
persons with disabilities in each of the years 2019, 2020 and to date in 2021. [35141/21]

30/06/2021WRE01200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Details of the funding provided by my Department to each local authority under the Disabled 
Persons Grants (DPG) scheme for years 2019, and 2020 are available at the following link: 

www.housing.gov.ie/housing/grantsfinancial-assistance/disabled-persons-grants-and-im-
provement-works-lieu-schemes

The 2021 DPG allocations issued to local authorities in May details of which can be found 
at the link below. Local authorities are currently progressing their 2021 work programmes but 
it will be much later this year before significant recoupment claims are lodged with my Depart-
ment. Full details in relation to the drawdown of funding in 2021 will be available early in 2022.

www.gov.ie/en/press-release/20e02-minister-obrien-minister-burke-approve-over-23m-in-
funding-for-the-disabled-persons-grant-scheme-improvement-works-in-lieu-of-local-authori-
ty-housing-scheme/ 

30/06/2021WRE01300Property Registration

30/06/2021WRE01400101. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the location in which title deeds are stored by the Property Registration Authority; if 
any title deeds held by the Property Registration Authority are stored outside of the State; if a 
person can receive and hold their original deeds; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35122/21]

30/06/2021WRE01500Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): Title Deeds lodged in the Property Registration Authority (PRA) con-
cerning registered lands are filed in the PRA’s Central Filing Repository in Santry, Dublin.  This 
repository contains approximately 7 million completed applications (instruments).  All of the 
records are original, physical, hard-copy, paper documents dating mainly from the twentieth 
and twenty-first centuries.  Under the Registration of Deeds and Title Act 2006, and in accor-
dance with the PRA’s statutory obligations under the National Archives Act 1986, there is a 
legal requirement for instruments to be preserved permanently. 

Title Deeds lodged in the PRA concerning unregistered lands are not filed in the PRA.  The 
original Deeds are returned to the lodging party with a memorial/record of the Deeds retained 
in the Registry of Deeds, Henrietta Street, Dublin.  

Title Deeds held by the PRA are not stored outside the State.

In relation to registered land, the original Deeds must be lodged in the PRA to effect regis-
tration on the National Land Register, and these original Deeds are then retained in its Central 
Filing Repository.  As the original Deeds are retained by the PRA, a person cannot hold them.  
There is an exception in relation to original leases, which are returned to the lodging party once 
a counterpart lease is lodged.  In these cases, a person can hold the original lease subject to any 
undertakings their legal representative may have with a mortgage lender.

For unregistered lands, all Title Deeds are returned to the lodging party following registra-
tion of the Deeds in the Registry of Deeds, and a person may hold them, again subject to any 
undertakings their legal representative may have with a mortgage lender.
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30/06/2021WRE01600Local Authorities

30/06/2021WRE01700102. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
if consideration will be given to the proposals set out in a report (details supplied); and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [35145/21]

30/06/2021WRE01800103. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage if consideration will be given to a revision of the current public funding model as per the 
recommendations of a report (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35146/21]

30/06/2021WRE01900Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): I propose to take Questions Nos. 102 and 103 together.

The AIRO report on Cork County Council referred to in the Question was received by my 
Department on 9 June and is under consideration by my officials.  It is a wide ranging report 
which covers funding from a variety of different Government Departments for a range of issues 
and schemes. Many of the funding lines are outside of the remit of my Department.  The report 
has also been sent for consideration to other relevant Government Departments. The funding 
system for local authorities is complex, with authorities deriving their income from a variety of 
sources including local sources such as commercial rates, charges for goods and services and 
funding from Central Government.

Most of the funding from Central Government must be used for specified services. These can 
be grouped into five broad programme categories: recreational, education, environment, hous-
ing and transport.  In relation to funding streams specifically from my Department, €135.3m 
and €167.5m was provided to Cork County Council in 2019 and 2020 respectively. The increase 
between 2019 and 2020 is due to an increase in housing funding, as well as funding in respect of 
the COVID commercial rates and other COVID related expenses that occurred in 2020.

It is a matter for each local authority to consider how it can maximise local income sources 
and manage its own spending, in the context of the annual budgetary process. Local authority 
members may decide, as part of that process, to vary the ARV and LPT in order to increase the 
revenue available to them.  I note that for 2020 and 2021 Cork County Council raised their LPT 
rate by +5% and +7.5% respectively, foregoing the maximum 15% raise or just over €3m in 
2020 and €2.4m in 2021.

I would like to refer to the plans recently announced by the Minister for Finance, Paschal 
Donohoe T.D to reform LPT. These reforms will involve bringing new homes, which are cur-
rently exempt from LPT, into the taxation system as well as providing for all money collected 
locally to be retained within the county. This will also be done on the basis that those counties 
with a lower LPT base are adjusted via an annual national equalisation fund paid from the Ex-
chequer, as is currently the case.

I also refer to the unprecedented support for local authorities during the COVID pandemic. 
In 2020, Cork County Council applied a 100% commercial rates waiver to just over 9,000 busi-
nesses and recouped €34.7 m in that regard from my Department.  In addition, in recognition 
of COVID related income losses, and additional COVID related expenditure incurred in 2020, 
my Department provided funding of €6.7 m to Cork County Council.  The Government has 
introduced a commercial rates waiver for 2021, which has been extended to end of September, 
at an estimated cost €480 m. As has been the case since the outset of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
my Department will continue to engage with the local government sector and with individual 
local authorities on the financial impacts of the pandemic and provide them with the necessary 
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financial supports.

  Question No. 103 answered with Question No. 102.

30/06/2021WRE02100Grant Payments

30/06/2021WRE02200104. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage when the maximum grant level for the housing adaptation grant for persons with disabili-
ties was last increased; the estimated additional funding needed to increase the maximum grant 
level by €5,000, €10,000 and €20,000, respectively; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [35147/21]

30/06/2021WRE02300105. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage the estimated additional cost of increasing the income threshold of €60,000 to qualify for 
housing adaptation grant for persons with disabilities by €1,000, €,5000 and €10,000, respec-
tively; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35148/21]

30/06/2021WRE02400Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): I 
propose to take Questions Nos. 104 and 105 together.

My Department provides funding under the suite of Housing Adaptation Grants for Older 
People and People with a Disability, in respect of private houses. There are three separate grants 
available, including the Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability, with responsi-
bility for the apportionment between them being a matter for each local authority.  Any increase 
in the existing grant limits and income thresholds would have to be considered in the context 
of the full suite of grants. 

The terms and conditions governing the grants were examined in 2013 by a review group 
that included representatives of grant beneficiaries and the local authorities. They considered 
how the benefits of the grants could be spread as widely as possible and to achieve fairness and 
value for money in the grants process. Arising from the recommendations of the review group, 
the income requirements, eligibility and maximum grant were revised in 2014 to focus the 
grants towards those with the greatest need. 

My Department has committed to beginning a review this year of the means test criteria and 
maximum grant limits applicable to the housing adaptation grants.

Funding of €75 million is available nationally in 2021 for the Housing Adaptation Grants 
for Older People and People with a Disability Scheme. This funding has increased year on year 
since 2014.  As part of the annual budgetary process, consideration will be given to this funding 
in future years in line with the Programme for Government commitments and the Policy State-
ment on Housing Options for Our Ageing Population, which is available on my Department’s 
website at the following link:  

www.gov.ie/en/publication/ea33c1-housing-options-for-our-ageing-population-policy-
statement/

  Question No. 105 answered with Question No. 104.

30/06/2021WRE02600Local Authorities

30/06/2021WRE02700106. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
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Heritage the details of the support that his Department has given to local authorities to replen-
ish their landbanks to provide a pipeline of suitable land for the provision of social housing; 
the local authorities that have received funding; the amount of funding that has been allocated 
to each local authority; the amount of land that will be acquired as a result of this funding; the 
projected housing supply that will accrue from this initiative; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [35227/21]

30/06/2021WRE02800Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): All local authorities acquire land on an ongoing basis for a wide range 
of uses, including housing developments.  My Department provides funding to local authorities 
also on an ongoing basis where they use their land for social housing developments.  

Specific allocations of funding are not made to local authorities for land, rather each local 
authority makes its own decisions regarding land acquisition in line with their needs and my 
Department provides full funding in respect of the all-in capital costs - including land costs and 
construction costs - when land is used for the construction of new social housing.  

To incentivise and support local authorities to further develop their landbanks,  A new initia-
tive has been confirmed for 2021 to support land acquisition where it’s for new social housing 
developments. The focus with this initiative is land that is development-ready for housing, is 
appropriately zoned, which faces no other known obstacles to its development and where the 
local authority can work to a delivery programme to develop social housing as soon as possible 
on the site.  In such cases, funding for the land will be provided by my Department when a local 
authority presents a social housing development proposal for the site. 

On the back of this initiative, local authorities are seeking suitable sites that can be acquired 
and funding will be provided by my Department as these are brought forward.  The uptake un-
der this initiative will depend on the need for additional land which will vary across the local 
authorities. The amount of social housing to be delivered on land acquired under this initiative 
will depend on the extent of land acquired and the density of housing that can be delivered in 
line with planning approvals. I hope that public representatives will support local authorities to 
utilise this initiative to acquire new sites and will then support new social housing delivery on 
such sites through the planning process. 

  Question No. 107 answered with Question No. 99.

30/06/2021WRE03000Homeless Accommodation

30/06/2021WRE03100108. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage the body that funds the homeless action team at Clare County Council; and if the pro-
vision of a 24-hour service can be included for Budget 2022 in order that rough sleepers and 
other marginalised persons can access showers, laundry and other services. [35322/21]

30/06/2021WRE03200Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): 
Statutory responsibility in relation to the provision of accommodation and associated services 
for homeless persons rests with individual housing authorities. My Department’s role in rela-
tion to homelessness involves the provision of a national framework of policy, legislation and 
funding to underpin the role of housing authorities in addressing homelessness at local level.  

While responsibility for the provision of homeless accommodation and related services 
rests with individual housing authorities, the administration of homeless services is organised 
on a regional basis with a lead authority in place for each region.  In this instance, Clare County 
Council is included in the Mid-West region along with Limerick City and County Council with 
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Limerick acting as the regional lead authority.  A homelessness consultative forum has been 
established in each region in accordance with Chapter 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provi-
sions) Act, 2009.  Decisions on the range of emergency accommodation services and funding 
required in each region are a matter for individual housing authorities in consultation with the 
Management Group of the relevant regional joint Homelessness Consultative Forum.

My Department does not fund homeless service directly but rather contributes towards over-
all costs incurred by housing authorities in the provision of services.  Some €9.18m was pro-
vided in Exchequer funding to the Mid-West Region in 2020 with €3.9m in funding recouped 
to date in 2021.  It is a matter for each housing authority to bring forward proposals to meet the 
needs of homeless individuals in their administrative area.

30/06/2021WRE03300Equality Issues

30/06/2021WRE03400109. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs the steps he is taking in 
response to Hungary’s recent anti-LGBTQ legislation. [35192/21]

30/06/2021WRE03500Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): I am very concerned about this 
recent change to Hungary’s laws. The potential for this legislation to harm the rights and free-
doms of the LGBTQI+ community in Hungary, particularly young people, is extremely worry-
ing. Statements by my colleague, Minister of State for European Affairs, Thomas Byrne T.D. 
and myself, made in the immediate aftermath of the Hungarian Assembly’s passage of this bill, 
made clear Ireland’s concerns about this attack on LGBTQI+ rights in Hungary.

Ireland believes in a Europe of equality, respect, and tolerance. Promoting the rights of LG-
BTQI+ people is a human rights priority for Ireland. We are also committed to upholding core 
EU values of respect for human dignity, freedom, and equality as enshrined in Article 2 of the 
Treaties and the EU’s Charter of Fundamental Rights.  

Ireland therefore co-signed a declaration led by the Benelux countries at the 22 June Gen-
eral Affairs Council meeting in Luxembourg. This declaration expresses grave concern at Hun-
gary’s use of child protection as a pretext for introducing measures that violate freedom of 
expression and other rights as enshrined in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European 
Union, and unjustifiably target the LGBTQI+ community. 

Ireland actively participated at the Article 7 Treaty on European Union hearing on Hun-
gary’s adherence to EU values at the 22 June General Affairs Council. During the hearing, we 
made clear our view that legislation of this kind has no place in the EU and is fundamentally 
incompatible with EU values. 

An Taoiseach, Micheál Martin, also joined with fifteen of his EU counterparts in co-signing 
a statement on 24 June at the European Council meeting, vowing to continue fighting against 
discrimination towards the LGBTQI+ community and reaffirming their commitment to the de-
fence of their fundamental rights. 

The Embassy of Ireland in Hungary has actively supported statements of concern made 
locally by like-minded partners and has registered its deep concern about this law and its impli-
cations for equality and human rights. The Embassy of Ireland is also coordinating this year’s 
statement by Embassies in Hungary supporting the Budapest Pride Parade, which takes place 
on 24 July.

Ireland will continue to engage on this issue and will reiterate our call for the Hungarian 
Government to reconsider the introduction of this law.
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30/06/2021WRE03600Mother and Baby Homes Inquiries

30/06/2021WRE03700110. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs further to Parliamentary 
Question No. 372 of 27 January 2021, if the Holy See has provided a response to the final report 
of the Mother and Baby Homes Commission of Investigation; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [35193/21]

30/06/2021WRE03800Minister for Foreign Affairs (Deputy Simon Coveney): The Final Report of the Commis-
sion of Investigation into Mother and Baby Homes, was published on the 12th January 2021. 
The Irish Ambassador to the Holy See was asked to bring the Report to the attention of the Holy 
See and has done so. Neither Minister O’Gorman nor I have received correspondence from the 
Holy See following the publication of the Final Report. 

As I told the House in January following your Parliamentary Question No. 372 of 27 Janu-
ary 2021, Minister O’Gorman has publicly stated that all parties who were involved in the man-
agement or delivery of these services have a shared obligation to support appropriate actions 
in response to this Report. He has written to those parties, including the leaders of the Catholic 
Church in Ireland, to seek urgent engagement on the issues raised in the report.

30/06/2021WRE03900Emergency Planning

30/06/2021WRE04000111. Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh asked the Minister for Defence the extent to which his 
Department collects information and data in relation to weather and climate related emergen-
cies, as part of its role in the Government Task Force on Emergency Planning towards improv-
ing the response to shorter term climate change impacts and building Ireland’s longer term 
climate resilience; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35224/21]

30/06/2021WRE04100Minister for Defence (Deputy Simon Coveney): I chair the Government Task Force on 
Emergency Planning which coordinates emergency management policy across Government 
Departments and Agencies. The Strategic Emergency Management National Structures and 
Framework, approved by Government in July 2017, outlines the Lead Government Depart-
ment principle and how this is applied across a “whole of Government” approach to managing 
responses to emergencies. In the case of severe weather emergencies, the Framework identifies 
the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage as the lead Government Depart-
ment for such emergencies. In this regard the Department of Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage would collect information on severe weather and bring it to the attention of the Gov-
ernment Task Force, as appropriate. Also of note is that the Government Task Force adopted 
a Strategic Emergency Management Guideline on Climate Change Adaptation in December 
2020. This guidance document is aimed at Lead Government Departments to aid them in link-
ing their emergency planning with the National Climate Adaptation Framework, which is led 
and coordinated by the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications. 

30/06/2021WRF00200State Examinations

30/06/2021WRF00300112. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Education if she plans to extend the 
arrangements for the leaving certificate assessment 2021 to apply also for the students to sit the 
exam in 2022 given their study has also been disrupted. [35051/21]

30/06/2021WRF00400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department is acutely aware of the 
disruption caused to students as a result of school closures resulting from the COVID-19 pan-
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demic. From 11 January 2021, all students, including students currently in fifth year and who 
are due to sit the Leaving Certificate examinations in 2022, engaged in a programme of remote 
learning with their schools. Students in fifth year were prioritised for a return to school follow-
ing the return of sixth year students.

The public health restrictions which resulted in the closure of schools in March 2020 high-
lighted the absolute necessity for schools to be agile in providing for continuity of schooling in 
the future. As a contingency measure against the possibility of partial or full school closures, 
my Department provided a suite of guidance materials, agreed with the education partners, to 
enable schools to mediate the curriculum safely for all pupils/students in a COVID-19 context.  
These are available at www.gov.ie/backtoschool.

The nature of distance learning, which was necessitated during the unprecedented closure 
of schools last year and early this year, required educators to take on a range of approaches to 
support their pupils’ continuity of learning during that period. Assisted by Department-funded 
resources and supports, schools and teachers demonstrated great innovation in adapting to the 
unprecedented situation including the use of digital technologies and online learning platforms 
for teaching and learning.  

Extensive guidance and supports have been and continue to be made available by my De-
partment and its support services to support schools to plan for the transition to online and 
remote learning. Circular 0074/2020, ‘Communication/Teaching & Learning Platform’, was 
issued by the Department last year.  In accordance with the circular, it became a requirement 
for all schools to have in place a communication/learning platform (while acknowledging that 
many schools have already put such platforms in place) that supports them to respond in the 
event of a partial or full school closure in the future, including the facilitation of some use of 
live or recorded video lessons where practicable.

The circular includes links to a range of materials and supports developed by the Digital 
Technologies team of the Professional Development Service for Teachers (PDST), including 
information and resources for commonly used platforms for teaching, learning and assessment,  
short video tutorials exploring how digital platforms and tools can be used effectively for re-
mote learning purposes and clarity regarding how chosen platforms can be effectively used for 
assessment and feedback purposes, links to each of which are shown.

Other documents published by my Department include Guidance for Practical Subjects in 
Post-Primary Schools and Centres for Education and Returning to school: Guidance on learn-
ing and school programmes for post primary school leaders and teachers. These documents 
provide guidance for teachers and schools that is specific to each practical subject area, so that 
students can be facilitated to actively engage with their learning. A number of adjustments were 
made to the assessment arrangements for the 2021 Leaving Certificate examinations to take 
account of the disruption to learning experienced by the students who are due to take these 
examinations.

However, I am conscious that students who are due to take their Leaving Certificate exami-
nations in 2022 have experienced a degree of disruption to their learning.

Today, the Advisory Group on Planning for State Examinations received an update in rela-
tion to the 2022 Leaving Certificate and Junior Cycle examinations. I announced that the level 
of adjustment to the assessment arrangements for the 2022 Leaving Certificate Examination 
cohort would be broadly the same as that applied by the Assessment Arrangements for Leaving 
Certificate Examinations 2021, as set in December 2020.  There arrangements were announced 
before the second period of school closures. Minor changes will be made to that document to 
reflect syllabus content specific the 2022 examinations. The revised document will be published 
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later this month.

I also announced today that the State Examinations Commission (SEC) will run an alterna-
tive set of Leaving Certificate Examinations in 2022, shortly following the main set of exami-
nations.  The SEC will set out the eligibility conditions for these examinations, which will be 
limited to certain students who are unable to sit the main set of examinations due to close family 
bereavement, COVID-19 illness during those examinations, and certain other categories of se-
rious illness, to be clearly and strictly delineated.    The SEC will issue further details regarding 
these examinations, with all arrangements guided by prevailing public health advice. There will 
also be further engagement with stakeholders in this matter.

30/06/2021WRF00500Schools Recognition

30/06/2021WRF00600113. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Education the way a recently estab-
lished fee paying primary school can apply for a roll number from her Department; the length 
of time the process takes once an application is made; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [35065/21]

30/06/2021WRF00700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In order to plan for school provision and 
analyse the relevant demographic data, the Department divides the country into 314 school 
planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of sourc-
es, to identify where the pressure for school places across the country will arise. With this in-
formation, the Department carries out nationwide demographic exercises to determine where 
additional school accommodation is needed at primary and post-primary level.

Since 2011 all new schools that have been set up by the Department were established to 
meet demographic demand and the Department only provides roll numbers to these schools. 
There is currently no mechanism for the recognition of any school other than those being estab-
lished by the Department in response to demographic requirements.  

30/06/2021WRF00900School Accommodation

30/06/2021WRF01100114. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Education the number of schools in 
County Longford that applied for extensions or additional classrooms in each of the years 2018 
to 2020 and to date in 2021. [35143/21]

30/06/2021WRF01000115. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Education the number of schools in 
County Westmeath that applied for extensions or additional classrooms in each of the years 
2018 to 2020 and to date in 2021. [35144/21]

30/06/2021WRF01200116. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Education the number of schools in 
County Longford that applied for extensions or additional classrooms in each of the years 2018 
to 2020 and to date in 2021. [35126/21]

30/06/2021WRF01300117. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Education the number of schools in 
County Westmeath that applied for extensions or additional classrooms in each of the years 
2018 to 2020 and to date in 2021. [35127/21]

30/06/2021WRF01400118. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Education the number of schools in 
County Longford whose applications for extensions or additional classrooms were approved in 
each of the years 2018 to 2020 and to date in 2021. [35128/21]
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30/06/2021WRF01500119. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Education the start and completion date 
for works in the schools in County Longford that made successful applications for extensions 
or additional classrooms in each of the years 2018 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. 
[35129/21]

30/06/2021WRF01600120. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Education the number of schools in 
County Longford whose applications for extensions or additional classrooms were refused in 
each of the years 2018 to 2020 and to date in 2021. [35130/21]

30/06/2021WRF01700121. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Education the number of schools in 
County Westmeath whose applications for extensions or additional classrooms were approved 
in each of the years 2018 to 2020 and to date in 2021. [35131/21]

30/06/2021WRF01800122. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Education the number of schools in 
County Westmeath whose applications for extensions or additional classrooms were refused in 
each of the years 2018 to 2020 and to date in 2021. [35132/21]

30/06/2021WRF01900123. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Education the start and completion date 
for works in the schools in County Westmeath that made successful applications for extensions 
or additional classrooms in each of the years 2018 to 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form. 
[35133/21]

30/06/2021WRF02000124. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Education the number of schools in 
County Longford that applied for new school buildings or relocation in each of the years 2018 
to 2020 and to date in 2021. [35134/21]

30/06/2021WRF02100125. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Education the number of the schools in 
County Longford that applied for new school buildings or relocation that were approved in each 
of the years 2018 to 2020 and to date in 2021. [35135/21]

30/06/2021WRF02200126. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Education the number of schools in 
County Westmeath that applied for new school buildings or relocation in each of the years 2018 
to 2020 and to date in 2021. [35136/21]

30/06/2021WRF02300127. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Education the number of the schools in 
County Westmeath that applied for new school buildings or relocation that were approved in 
each of the years 2018 to 2020 and to date in 2021. [35137/21]

30/06/2021WRF02400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): I propose to take Questions Nos. 114 to 
127, inclusive, together.

I wish to advise the Deputy that details on the current status of all school building projects, 
including those in Westmeath and Longford, may be viewed on the Department’s website at 
www.education.ie. Details of projects that have been completed are also published on the De-
partment’s website. 

In general, projects approved under the Department’s Additional Accommodation scheme 
are devolved to school authorities for delivery. Progress on projects is managed to a large extent 
at individual school level with professional support provided by the school’s multi-disciplinary 
Design Teams. 

All applications approved under the Department’s Additional School Accommodation 
scheme are listed on the Department’s website and this information is updated regularly on a 
county by county basis.
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  Question No. 115 answered with Question No. 114.

  Question No. 116 answered with Question No. 114.

  Question No. 117 answered with Question No. 114.

  Question No. 118 answered with Question No. 114.

  Question No. 119 answered with Question No. 114.

  Question No. 120 answered with Question No. 114.

  Question No. 121 answered with Question No. 114.

  Question No. 122 answered with Question No. 114.

  Question No. 123 answered with Question No. 114.

  Question No. 124 answered with Question No. 114.

  Question No. 125 answered with Question No. 114.

  Question No. 126 answered with Question No. 114.

  Question No. 127 answered with Question No. 114.

30/06/2021WRG00300Special Educational Needs

30/06/2021WRG00400128. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Education the estimated additional cost 
of funding the recruitment of a support person with disability training in each education and 
training board to support students with disabilities; and if she will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [35151/21]

30/06/2021WRG00500Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department provides each Education 
and Training Board (ETB) with a staffing allocation to support its schools, colleges, head office 
and other centres of education. In providing these supports, it is the responsibility of each ETB 
to recruit and manage staffing levels within this allocation and to deploy staff in roles in accor-
dance with the priorities and needs as identified by the ETB concerned.

30/06/2021WRG00600Schools Building Projects

30/06/2021WRG00700129. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Education the status of a building project 
(details supplied); and if she will make a statement on the matter. [35165/21]

30/06/2021WRG00800Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As the Deputy is aware, this project has 
been devolved for delivery to Waterford and Wexford Education and Training Board (WWETB). 

I am pleased to confirm that a design team to deliver this project has been appointed by the 
ETB. The appointed Design Team is now preparing the Stage 1 report (preliminary design). 

While at this early stage it is not possible to provide a timeline for completion of the project, 
WWETB will be engaging directly with the school authority to keep it informed of progress.
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30/06/2021WRG00900Departmental Schemes

30/06/2021WRG01000130. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Education when her Depart-
ment’s review initiated in 2019 of the 2014 European Court of Human Rights judgment in the 
case of a person (details supplied) will conclude. [35222/21]

30/06/2021WRG01100Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): As you are aware, my Department has 
undertaken a review of the ex gratia scheme established in the wake of the European Court 
of Human Rights (ECtHR) judgment.  This review was in response to a determination by the 
Independent Assessor, Mr. Justice Iarfhlaith O’Neill that one of the criteria for eligibility to the 
scheme is incompatible with the ECtHR judgement. 

The issues involved require very careful deliberation before proposals for any new or modi-
fied scheme can be finalised and brought to Government.  For example, it is important to have 
a complete awareness of the number of people who could potentially be involved, the legal 
implications of any course of action and an accurate estimate of likely costs before introducing 
any modifications to the scheme.  

Officials from my Department are working closely with officials from the Office of the At-
torney General in order to progress these complex matters.  This work has now been significant-
ly advanced, following some unavoidable delays due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  A proposal 
for a revised scheme is being developed and, following this, the proposal will be considered by 
Government.

30/06/2021WRG01200Site Acquisitions

30/06/2021WRG01300131. Deputy John Lahart asked the Minister for Education the details of her Department’s 
continued commitment to the primary school site on Stocking Avenue, Rathfarnham; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [35232/21]

30/06/2021WRG01400Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In order to ensure adequate school place 
provision, my Department engages with the statutory planning process and seeks to reserve 
suitably located sites for future educational requirements based on population projections of an 
area. In regard to the site to which the Deputy refers, it is situated in an area that has experienced 
significant population growth due to development in recent years and development is still ongo-
ing.  My Department seeks to maintain the educational reservation on this site so that it could be 
capable of meeting the future educational requirements of the area as they materialise.  

30/06/2021WRG01500School Equipment

30/06/2021WRG01600132. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Education if she will address a 
matter regarding the cost of technology items in schools (details supplied); and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [35234/21]

30/06/2021WRG01700Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department provided €100m in grant 
funding to recognised primary, special and post-primary schools to address their ICT needs 
during 2020, the final issue of funding under the €210m investment programme underpinning 
the implementation of the Digital Strategy for Schools. This included €50m in respect of the 
2020-2021 school year brought forward and issued in December 2020. Schools were advised 
that they can use this funding to support the continuity of teaching and learning should a period 
of partial or full school closure occur arising from Public Health advice owing to Covid-19 
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restrictions. The funding is intended to enable schools to implement their Digital Learning Plan 
through provision of appropriate infrastructure. This includes Desktop PCs, laptops, tablets or 
hybrid devices, projectors/flat screens, cloud-based tools and software applications, and learn-
ing platforms.  

Decisions regarding the use and deployment of digital technology in schools is a matter for 
the Board of Management of each school, as schools are best placed to determine the most ap-
propriate solution to adopt in terms of supporting the learning needs of their students based on 
school’s own context and circumstances, and in accordance with their Digital Learning Plan. 

Schools are advised to consult with members of the school community including parents 
when planning for the introduction of digital technologies including devices. The cost and other 
implications must be fully considered by the Boards of Managements before a decision is made. 
It is important for schools, in conjunction with parents, to retain local autonomy for decisions 
on the use of digital technology, including tablet devices, laptops, and learning platforms, and 
how best to manage their integration into classroom practice reflective of their own context and 
requirements.   

The Professional Development Service for Teachers Technology in Education (PDST-TIE) 
offers advice and supports to schools on digital learning. Advice sheets are available on digital 
technology in education, including on the adoption of laptops and tablets in schools. 

The Department spends just over €150 million annually to provide a suite of supports to 
schools in the DEIS programme, of which €16.2 million, in the form of a DEIS grant was al-
located to schools ahead of schedule for the 2020/21 school year. This is an annual grant to 
support learning in the context of DEIS for the academic year. In recognition of the difficulties 
faced by some students to engage with remote learning during the pandemic, at the time the 
grant issued last year all DEIS schools were informed by letter that they could consider using 
some of their DEIS funding to support pupils’ learning, for example to arrange access to ad-
ditional materials of supports for students during the move to remote teaching and learning 
caused by Covid-19. It is a matter for each individual school to determine how best to use this 
funding, but it is intended to support the objectives of the DEIS programme. 

My Department continues to work to help support schools and families meet school costs. 
with the publication of Circular 0032/2017 Measures to be adopted by schools to reduce the 
cost of school uniforms and other costs which issued to schools in 2017 and advises schools of 
measures to be adopted to reduce the cost of school uniforms and other costs. This circular also 
instructed schools to consult with parents and their school community on the issue of ensuring 
costs are reasonable for parents. This circular specified that wherever possible, generic rather 
than branded items should be specified (e.g. uniform, clothing, IT tablets, sports equipment 
etc.). 

The development of a new Digital Strategy is underway and an extensive consultation pro-
cess has commenced with an open call for submissions. Further strands of the consultation will 
include questionnaires to key stakeholder and engagement through focus groups. A Consulta-
tive Advisory Group has been established comprising key stakeholders representing parents, 
teachers, students and industry. Future funding measures to support schools in embedding the 
use of digital technologies in teaching, learning and assessment will be considered as part of 
that process. 

30/06/2021WRG01800Schools Establishment
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30/06/2021WRG01900133. Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Education if she will autho-
rise the establishment of a Gaelcholáiste Iarthar Chorcaí to restore the choice of parents and 
pupils to continue second-level education in the Irish language, a facility that existed in west 
County Cork for some 14 to15 years from 2000; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[35317/21]

30/06/2021WRG02000Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): In order to plan for school provision and 
analyse the relevant demographic data, this Department divides the country into 314 school 
planning areas and uses a Geographical Information System, using data from a range of sourc-
es, including Child Benefit and school enrolment data, to identify where the pressure for school 
places across the country will arise and where additional school accommodation is needed at 
primary and post-primary level.   

Where data indicates that additional provision is required at primary or post primary level, 
the delivery of such additional provision is dependent on the particular circumstances of each 
case and may be provided through either one, or a combination of, the following:

-  Utilising existing unused capacity within a school or schools,

-  Extending the capacity of a school or schools,

-  Provision of a new school or schools. 

New schools are established in response to demographic demand as identified through such 
analysis and a patronage process is then conducted, which takes into account parental prefer-
ences and an analysis of existing school provision in the area, which includes the potential flow 
of pupils from Irish-medium primary schools in the area.  

The other mechanism to establish an Irish-medium post-primary school is for a case to be 
made by the relevant school patron for an existing Aonad to transition to a standalone Gaelcho-
láiste. 

Where an Aonad does not currently exist, the patrons of post-primary schools in the area, 
such as those in West Cork, can engage collectively in relation to the establishment of an Aonad 
in an existing school in order to provide an option for post-primary Irish-medium education in 
the area. 

30/06/2021WRG02100State Examinations

30/06/2021WRG02200134. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Education if she will introduce accredited 
grades on a permanent basis for the leaving certificate given that the old system is no longer fit 
for purpose; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [35321/21]

30/06/2021WRG02300Minister for Education (Deputy Norma Foley): My Department is acutely aware of the 
disruption caused to all students because of school closures arising from the COVID-19 pan-
demic. From 11 January 2021, all students engaged in a programme of remote learning with 
their schools.   

Students who have just completed fifth year and who are due to take Leaving Certificate 
examinations in 2022 have experienced a degree of disruption to their learning.  In these cir-
cumstances, it was considered that some level of adjustment to the normal Leaving Certificate 
assessment arrangements should be made for them that would be proportionate to their experi-
ence and be educationally appropriate. Given where these students were at in their studies at 
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the time of each school lockdown period, the impact of the loss of tuition time is less than that 
experienced by those students who sat the Leaving Certificate this year.

Yesterday, following a meeting of the Advisory Group on Planning for State Examinations, 
I announced that the level of adjustment to the assessment arrangements for the 2022 Leaving 
Certificate Examination cohort would be broadly the same as that applied by the Assessment 
Arrangements For Leaving Certificate Examinations 2021, as set in December 2020.  There 
arrangements were announced before the second period of school closures.

I also announced yesterday that the State Examinations Commission (SEC) will run an 
alternative set of Leaving Certificate Examinations in 2022, shortly following the main set of 
examinations. The SEC will set out the eligibility conditions for these examinations, which will 
be limited to certain students who are unable to sit the main set of examinations due to close 
family bereavement, COVID-19 illness during those examinations, and certain other categories 
of serious illness, to be clearly and strictly delineated. The SEC will issue further details regard-
ing these examinations, with all arrangements guided by prevailing public health advice. There 
will also be further engagement with stakeholders in this matter.

By way of ongoing reform across Senior Cycle, the National Council for Curriculum and 
Assessment (NCCA) recently submitted the Senior Cycle Review: Advisory Report to my De-
partment and I for consideration.  The Advisory Report, which will be published in the coming 
months, looks at priority areas, longer-term goals and a proposed timeline on the pace and scale 
of developments in senior cycle.  It sets out a shared vision articulated as the basis, which will 
guide further work on specific areas for developments, such as, senior cycle programmes and 
pathways, curriculum specifications and assessment. This further work will be carried out on a 
phased basis over the next few years with further consultation as appropriate.

30/06/2021WRG02400Special Educational Needs

30/06/2021WRG02500135. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Education the number of children 
who availed of July provision in each of the years 2018 to 2020, by county in tabular form. 
[35325/21]

30/06/2021WRG02600Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Government has approved the provision of significantly expanded summer education pro-
grammes for pupils with complex special educational needs and those at greatest risk of educa-
tional disadvantage, as a COVID-19 pandemic response measure, for summer 2021.

This is an important Government decision, which ensures that for first time all primary and 
post primary schools have the opportunity to provide summer programmes for students with 
complex needs and those at risk of educational disadvantage.

The total funding available to provide the programme is up to €40 million, a one hundred 
per cent increase on the allocation for summer provision in 2020.

The programmes for mainstream students in primary and post-primary schools are new 
programmes for 2021, building upon previous summer programmes for pupils with complex 
special educational needs and those in provided in DEIS schools last year.

The following categories of students are considered as students with complex needs for the 
2021 

Summer programme:
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-  All students in special schools and special classes in primary and post primary schools, 
including early intervention classes.   

-  Students in mainstream classes in primary and post primary schools who are accessing 
the highest level of the continuum of support (Student Support Plus/for a few). This includes 
students with Autism, Down syndrome, sensory impairments, and other disabilities who were 
identified for the supplementary programme earlier this year.

Children in the above categories entering primary school in September 2021 are also eli-
gible for the programme.

A home-based summer programme is available for children with complex needs where their 
schools are not providing a school-based programme.

Under the home-based programme grant funding is made available so that parents/legal 
guardians can engage the services of a Teacher or an SNA to provide tuition or care support as 
appropriate in the child’s home.  

July Provision/Summer Provision Statistics 2018-2020          

2018 2019 2020
Total no. of children(Home Based & School Based) 10228 10563 13608
 *For 2020 the scheme became Summer Provision and was extended to a wider number of 

categories for eligibility as a response to the pandemic.  The number of children participating 
with ASD or a severe/profound general learning difficulty are included in the overall total of 
eligible children.  

# Eligibility for the scheme is based on category of disability and enrolment in a recognised 
school.  

 This total will include children in special schools, special classes and those with the rel-
evant diagnosis in mainstream education.  

30/06/2021WRG02700Special Educational Needs

30/06/2021WRG02800136. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Education if she will consider 
incentivising the July provision programme for teachers more (details supplied); and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [35369/21]

30/06/2021WRG02900Minister of State at the Department of Education (Deputy Josepha Madigan): The 
Government has approved the provision of significantly expanded summer education pro-
grammes for pupils with complex special educational needs and those at greatest risk of educa-
tional disadvantage, as a COVID-19 pandemic response measure for summer 2021.

This is an important Government decision, which ensures that for first time all primary and 
post primary schools have the opportunity to provide summer programmes for students with 
complex needs and those at risk of educational disadvantage.

The total funding available to provide the programme is up to €40 million, a one hundred 
per cent increase on the allocation for summer provision in 2020.

The programmes for mainstream students in primary and post-primary schools are new 
programmes for 2021, building upon previous summer programmes for pupils with complex 
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special educational needs and those in provided in DEIS schools last year.

The following categories of students are considered as students with complex needs for the 
2021 

Summer programme:  

-  All students in special schools and special classes in primary and post primary schools, 
including early intervention classes.         

-  Students in mainstream classes in primary and post primary schools who are accessing 
the highest level of the continuum of support (Student Support Plus/for a few). This includes 
students with Autism, Down syndrome, sensory impairments, and other disabilities who were 
identified for the supplementary programme earlier this year.   

Children in the above categories entering primary school in September 2021 are also eli-
gible for the programme.

My Department recognises that not all schools will be in a position to provide a school-
based programme. 

The programme is reliant on schools, teachers and Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) choos-
ing to participate on a voluntary basis. 

It is a matter for the Board of Management of the school having regard to the resources 
available whether or not it will participate in the programme.  

There was extensive engagement with stakeholders on the barriers to schools offering the 
programme.  In response to the issues identified, steps were taken to ease administration, pro-
vide for preparation and planning time, increased flexibility for schools on the timing of the 
programme and increased guidance and support.  On pay, the Department has taken steps to 
ensure teachers and SNAs are paid earlier than in previous years.  

This year more schools have expressed an interest in offering the special education pro-
gramme (July Provision) than last year.

A home-based summer programme is available for children with complex needs where their 
schools are not providing a school-based programme.

Under the home-based programme grant funding is made available so that parents/legal 
guardians can engage the services of a Teacher or an SNA to provide tuition or care support as 
appropriate in the child’s home.  Parents are advised to contact the school for an application 
form if required.   

The Department will approve a group arrangement between parents/legal guardians and 
private providers subject to compliance with the published terms and conditions for group ar-
rangements and approved in advance by this Department. Such arrangements must be sourced 
and procured by parents/legal guardians

Further information on group terms and conditions is available at www.gov.ie/en/
publication/62b3b-home-based-summer-programme-2021-terms-and-conditions-for-group-
arrangements/   

30/06/2021WRG03000Social Welfare Benefits
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30/06/2021WRG03100137. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Social Protection if a decision has 
been made on the request for a disability allowance rate review by a person (details supplied) in 
County Kerry; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [35040/21]

30/06/2021WRG03200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Notification of a change 
in their circumstances was received from the person concerned on 7 May 2021 and a review 
was opened on their disability allowance (DA).

The file has been referred to a Social Welfare Inspector (SWI) for a report on the person’s 
means and circumstances.  Once the SWI has submitted his/her report to DA section, a deci-
sion will be made on the application and the person concerned will be notified directly of the 
outcome. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy. 

30/06/2021WRG03300Social Welfare Benefits

30/06/2021WRG03400138. Deputy Richard Bruton asked the Minister for Social Protection if consideration has 
been given to adjusting the term of short-term working support to ensure that workers in sectors 
which continue to be seriously reduced in activity due to continuing Covid-19 restrictions will 
be able to continue to receive this important supplement to their income which would otherwise 
expire due to limits on the duration of claims. [35053/21]

30/06/2021WRG03500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Jobseekers Benefit 
and Jobseekers Allowance schemes provide income support for people who have lost work and 
who are unable to find full-time employment.  These statutory schemes allow individuals to 
work up to 3 days a week and retain access to a reduced jobseekers payment. 

Jobseekers Benefit is paid for up to 9 months (or 234 days) for people with 260 or more 
PRSI contributions paid.  It is paid for up to 6 months (or 156 days) for people with fewer than 
260 PRSI contributions paid. 

It is a fundamental feature of a range of the Department’s benefit payments, including Job-
seeker’s Benefit, that the payment is time-limited.  Time limits apply across a range of PRSI 
related schemes such as maternity benefit and illness benefit. 

Where a person exhausts their entitlement to Jobseeker’s Benefit, they may be eligible for 
support under the means-tested Jobseeker’s Allowance scheme.  The Department contacts the 
Jobseeker’s Benefit recipient in advance of the expiry date of their claim to advise them that 
their entitlement is due to expire and that they should make an application for Jobseekers Al-
lowance on the attached application form. 

Jobseeker’s Allowance has unlimited duration as long as a person meets the qualifying 
scheme conditions including the means test. 

The wide ranging nature of the assistance available to those impacted by Covid -19, includ-
ing the availability of the Employment Wage Subsidy Scheme for employers, constitutes a 
comprehensive suite of supports.  On that basis I do not intend to amend the duration of Job-
seeker’s Benefit at this time.

I trust that this clarifies the position for the Deputy. 

30/06/2021WRG03600Social Welfare Benefits
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30/06/2021WRG03700139. Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will inter-
vene in the case of a person (details supplied) involving an application for the over 65s benefit 
payment. [35082/21]

30/06/2021WRG03800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Benefit Payment for 
65 Year Olds, provided for under the Jobseekers Benefit scheme, has been introduced in line 
with the Programme for Government commitment,  to address the position of people who are 
required to or choose to retire at age 65 before the pension age of 66.

This new benefit payment is designed to bridge the gap for people who retire from employ-
ment or self-employment at 65 years of age until they qualify for the State Pension at age 66 
years.  Recipients of the payment are not required to sign on, engage in activation measures 
or be available for and genuinely seeking work which is normally the case for recipients of a 
Jobseeker’s payment.

To be eligible for the payment a person must satisfy the qualifying conditions of the scheme 
including the PRSI social insurance contribution requirement.

A person must have paid 104 PRSI insurable employment contributions at class A, H or P 
or paid 156 class S contributions if they are self-employed. The second contribution condition 
requires that a person must also have 39 reckonable contributions paid or credited in the Gov-
erning Contribution Year (GCY). The GCY for 2021 is 2019. At least 13 of these contributions 
must be paid. Where a person does not have 13 paid contributions in the GCY they can be from 
2 years before the GCY, the last complete tax year or the current tax year. Alternatively, a person 
could qualify if they have at least 26 reckonable contributions paid in both the GCY and the 
year immediately preceding the GCY.

Self-employed contributors pay PRSI on a wide variety of self-employment income. These 
contributions help to ensure that individuals qualify for valuable social welfare benefits, includ-
ing pensions. The qualifying conditions for Jobseekers Benefit (Self-Employed) include the 
requirement that a person has completely ceased self-employment. For that reason, individuals 
who continue to pay Class S PRSI on a variety of income sources are not regarded as having 
ceased self-employment; they continue to pay Class S PRSI and are to be regarded as being in 
insurable self-employment. 

The issue raised by the Deputy regarding Class S PRSI contributions arising solely from 
personal pensions has been raised with my Department and the matter is under consideration.

I trust that this clarifies the position for the Deputy. 

30/06/2021WRG03900Maternity Leave

30/06/2021WRG04000140. Deputy Colm Burke asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider 
proposals for the equal entitlement to mothers of children born through surrogacy to apply for 
maternity leave, maternity benefits and parental leave; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [35112/21]

30/06/2021WRG04100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Minister for Chil-
dren, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth has responsibility for family leaves such as 
maternity leave and parental leave.  Where such leave is provided for in statute, my Depart-
ment has responsibility for payment of any associated benefit.  As such, these matters fall to be 
considered by the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth in the first 
instance.
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I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

30/06/2021WRG04200Community Employment Schemes

30/06/2021WRG04300141. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Social Protection if the workers who were 
forced onto the pandemic unemployment and are subsequently made redundant will have the 
length of time on the payment counted towards eligibility for community employment schemes. 
[35140/21]

30/06/2021WRG04400Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Joe O’Brien): Com-
munity Employment (CE) Scheme is an active labour market programme designed to provide 
eligible long-term unemployed people and others with an opportunity to engage in useful work 
within their communities on a temporary, fixed term basis.

The focus of CE is on long-term unemployed people, that is people who have been un-
employed for more than twelve months.A key qualifying condition for the majority of CE 
candidates is that a person must first be in receipt of a qualifying social welfare payment for a 
minimum of 12 months. 

The Pandemic Unemployment Payment is an income support introduced as a temporary 
measure to address the emergency needs of people who lost employment as a direct conse-
quence of COVID-19.  It is not a qualifying payment for Community Employment.  However, 
time spent in receipt of the Pandemic Unemployment Payment counts towards the duration of 
unemployment required to be eligible for CE.  A person in receipt of the Pandemic Unemploy-
ment Payment will need to qualify for an eligible payment, for example Jobseeker’s Allowance, 
before they can become eligible for CE.  Once eligibility for CE has been confirmed, unem-
ployed persons can apply for a range of CE vacancies accessible within their community which 
will provide opportunities to avail of the valuable training and work experience available on 
the CE schemes.

A significant number of recipients of the Pandemic Unemployment Payment will return 
to their previous employment as the COVID-19 restrictions continue to ease.  Unfortunately, 
however, others will not.  I am aware of the significant number of persons who have been on 
the Pandemic Unemployment Payment since March and April 2020, who could benefit from the 
opportunities provided by CE placements if their previous jobs do not return over the coming 
period.  

I will continue to support and improve the CE programme for the benefit of long-term 
unemployed participants, including those whose are now long term unemployed arising from 
Covid-19.

30/06/2021WRH00200Community Employment Schemes

30/06/2021WRH00300142. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Social Protection the position regarding 
community employment supervisor pensions; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[35123/21]

30/06/2021WRH00400Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Joe O’Brien): As the 
Deputy will be aware, Community Employment (CE) E supervisors and CE assistant supervi-
sors have been seeking for several years, through their union representatives, the allocation of 
Exchequer funding to implement a 2008 Labour Court recommendation relating to the provi-
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sion of a pension scheme for CE supervisors and assistant supervisors who are employed by CE 
scheme sponsors.  

This claim creates some difficulties because the State is not, in fact, the employer of the 
supervisors.

Within this context, officials from my Department and the Department of Public Expen-
diture and Reform held discussions on proposals to progress and resolve this complex issue, 
while having regard to the wider budgetary framework.  Officials from my Department also 
held discussions with unions representing CE supervisors and CE assistant supervisors.

At the start of April, agreement was reached with the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform on proposals to resolve the long-standing issue.  These proposals include a financial 
package.

I am confident these proposals are a solid basis for progressing and resolving this complex 
issue.    Discussions on these proposals are ongoing between my Department  and the unions 
representing CE supervisors and assistant supervisors.   The unions have made some observa-
tions and these are now being examined by my officials in conjunction with the Department of 
Public Expenditure and Reform. 

My officials continue to progress this matter as a priority and I would hope that these discus-
sions can reach a conclusion in the near future.

I trust this clarifies matters for the Deputy.

30/06/2021WRH00500Social Welfare Benefits

30/06/2021WRH00600143. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated annual 
expenditure on the disability allowance for 2021; the estimated additional cost of increasing 
disability allowance payments by €5, €15 and €20, respectively for those currently in receipt of 
this payment; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [35149/21]

30/06/2021WRH00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The estimated expendi-
ture on Disability Allowance in 2021 is €1.8 billion. 

The costings sought by the Deputy are contained in the table below. 

Increase Cost (€m)
€5 42.7
€15 128.3
€20 171.1
The costs shown above include a proportionate increase for qualified adults, and are based 

on the estimated number of recipients in 2021.  This costing is subject to change in the context 
of emerging trends and associated revision of the estimated numbers of recipients. 

30/06/2021WRH00800Social Welfare Benefits

30/06/2021WRH00900144. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Social Protection the estimated addi-
tional cost of increasing the upper limit of the earnings disregard for the disability allowance 
from €350 to €400, €450 and €500, respectively; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
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[35150/21]

30/06/2021WRH01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Disability Allowance 
(DA) is a means-tested payment for people with a specified disability who are aged between 16 
and 66.  The disability must be expected to last for at least one year and the allowance is subject 
to a medical assessment, a means test and a habitual residency test.

DA is structured to support recipients to avail of opportunities to pursue their own employ-
ment ambitions, be that self-employment or in insurable employment.  When an individual 
commences employment, they can avail of an income disregard of €140 per week.  In addition, 
a 50% taper on earnings between €140 and €350 is also applied (disregarded), for the purpose 
of the means test. 

The ESRI SWITCH microsimulation model has been used for the purposes of the estimate 
requested.  The additional cost of increasing the upper limit of the earnings disregard for the 
disability allowance from €350 to €400, €450 and €500, respectively are set out in tabular form 
below.

It is important to note that SWITCH is a tax-benefit microsimulation developed by the 
ESRI.  It provides estimates of full-year policy changes, using data from the CSO Survey on 
Income and Living Conditions.  The CSO Survey on Income and Living Conditions is a repre-
sentative sample, but it is quite small. As Disability Allowance is a relatively small scheme in 
terms of recipients, there may be issues around sample size when running costings.  The micro-
simulation does not take into account, for example, persons who left DA and who may re-apply 
as a consequence of the increased upper limit of earnings.

Table: Disability Allowance Disregard Upper Limit Increase from €350.00 to €500.00 
in increments of €50.00   

Disregard Increase Cumulative Increase from 
Existing Disregard 

Estimated Additional Cost (€M)
from the current disregard 

€400.00 €50.00 €50.00 €2.29 

€450.00 €50.00 €100.00 €3.01 

€500.00 €50.00 €150.00 €3.01 

30/06/2021WRH01100Youth Work Supports

30/06/2021WRH01200145. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on the po-
tential abuse of the youth employment support scheme by employers; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [35162/21]

30/06/2021WRH01300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Youth Employment 
Support Scheme (YESS) was introduced on 1st October 2018 and was open to applications 
from that date.

YESS was targeted at young jobseekers aged between 18 and 24 who are long-term unem-
ployed or who face barriers to employment. The scheme aimed to provide jobseekers with the 
opportunity to learn basic work and social skills in a supportive environment while on a work 
placement. The scheme provided a supportive structure for participants, including case worker 
support for both placement hosts and jobseekers.

Since the scheme’s inception, a total of 1,002 people have commenced a placement. There 
are currently 50 participants on the YESS.  

During placements there is close monitoring of participants and host organisations to ensure 
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all the conditions of the scheme are being met, thereby ensuring that any potential difficulties 
are identified and resolved. 

YESS guidelines provide that placements must provide the participant with a broad, mean-
ingful and practical workplace experience within the organisation.  The placement should genu-
inely enhance the participant’s ability to obtain future full-time employment.  The placement 
should demonstrate that an organisation is willing to support the individual and provide the op-
portunity to learn new and practical skills and access to formal and/or informal training through 
the support of their mentor.  Participants are not permitted to work unsupervised/unaccompa-
nied for extended periods of time.  A placement host cannot state that previous experience is 
required when advertising a placement.  The placement title and associated learning outcomes 
from the work placement must reflect these principles. Placements are checked before being 
placed on the JobsIreland website in order to ensure that they follow the specification of the 
scheme outlined in the YESS guidelines.

The YESS programme quality is monitored by the Department’s case officers. Hosts are re-
quired to complete a monthly compliance checklist specifying attendance and if the participants 
are progressing in line with the agreed Learning & Development Plan. Case officers carry out 
a two-month review of the placement and the Learning & Development Plan with the host and 
the participant. After three months, a placement extension can be requested if enough progress 
has been made and where further learning and development opportunities exist. If both parties 
agree to the extension and the case officer is satisfied both the host and the participant sign the 
extension.

At the end of the placement both the host and the participant are asked to complete an evalu-
ation form.

Complaints and any workplace issues which arise during the placement are addressed and 
resolved between the placement host, the participant and the Departmental case officer, where 
possible.  All complaints relating to participation on the YESS are investigated in full by the 
Department, and appropriate action taken where necessary.  Details of investigations can be 
made public.  

Therefore I am satisfied that there are procedures in place to deal quickly with any issues 
that could potentially arise,  even where these would occur in only a very small number of 
YESS placements.  

I trust this information satisfies the Deputy.

30/06/2021WRH01400Departmental Schemes

30/06/2021WRH01500146. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Social Protection the timeframe and 
details of the proposed new work placement scheme including the proposed level of remunera-
tion; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [35163/21]

30/06/2021WRH01600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The July Jobs Stimulus 
set out the Government investment plan of €200m investment towards training, education, skill 
development, work placement schemes, recruitment subsidies and job search and assistance 
measures; these measures aim to help those who have lost their jobs find a new one, retrain or 
develop new skills, in particular for emerging growth sectors. 

Building on the July Jobs Stimulus, the Economic Recovery Plan provides for a funded 
work placement scheme to provide work experience for 10,000 jobseekers for six months, for 



Questions - Written Answers

48

jobseekers unemployed for more than six months.  Time spent on the pandemic unemploy-
ment payment (PUP) will contribute towards eligibility.  This work experience programme will 
provide valuable work and development opportunities to persons whose employment has been 
adversely affected by COVID and to those who were unemployed prior to the pandemic.  In ad-
dition to work experience, this  programme will provide innovative learning and development 
opportunities for participants.

This initiative builds on advice from the Labour Market Advisory Council that such place-
ments have the capacity to keep unemployed people close to the labour market and provide 
them with quality work experience to increase their employability. 

I am pleased to advise that I will be bringing details of the new work placement experience 
programme,  to Government for approval in the near future.  This will include final approval for 
the payment rate for participants. I intend to launch the programme shortly thereafter.

30/06/2021WRH01700Social Welfare Benefits

30/06/2021WRH01800147. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will consider 
matters raised in correspondence (details supplied) regarding the payment for persons who re-
tire at 65 years of age; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [35230/21]

30/06/2021WRH01900Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The new Benefit Payment 
For 65 year olds has been introduced in line with the Programme for Government commitment 
and is designed to bridge the gap for people who are required to or who choose to retire at age 
65 but who do not qualify for the State Pension until they reach age 66.  Those retiring at age 
65 should meet the required PRSI conditionality for the payment, having recently left employ-
ment. 

Applicants must satisfy the PRSI conditionality for payment which includes having a speci-
fied number of contributions paid in the Governing Contribution Year (GCY), which is the 
second last complete tax year.  For example, for a claim in 2021, the second last complete tax 
year is 2019.  A person must have paid 104 PRSI insurable employment contributions at class 
A, H or P or paid 156 class S contributions if they are self-employed.  The second contribution 
condition requires that a person must also have 39 reckonable contributions paid or credited in 
the GCY.  At least 13 of these contributions must be paid.  Where a person does not have 13 paid 
contributions in the GCY they can be from 2 years before the GCY, the last complete tax year 
or the current tax year; or they have at least 26 reckonable contributions paid in both the GCY 
and the year immediately preceding the GCY.

The reason for the requirement to have paid contributions in the manner set out in legisla-
tion is to demonstrate a recent attachment to the workforce.  The Benefit Payment For 65 year 
olds is not designed to provide that those outside employment for significant periods can qualify 
for a benefit in advance of any entitlement to a State pension.

Where a person does not satisfy the contribution requirement for receipt of the new pay-
ment, they may be eligible to apply for means tested Jobseeker’s Allowance subject to satisfy-
ing the conditions for that scheme.

I trust that this clarifies the position for the Deputy. 

30/06/2021WRH02000Covid-19 Pandemic Unemployment Payment
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30/06/2021WRH02100148. Deputy Paul McAuliffe asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on a press 
release (details supplied); if the information is correct; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [35231/21]

30/06/2021WRH02200Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Pandemic Unem-
ployment Payment (PUP) was introduced as an emergency measure to support qualifying em-
ployees and the self- employed who lost employment due to the pandemic.   

Government recently announced, as part of the National Economic Recovery Plan, that PUP 
will be extended beyond 30th June 2021 until February 2022.  This is to allow the impact of 
the lifting of restrictions to take hold and for further sectors to re-open.  A transitional approach 
will be taken with PUP whereby the rates of payment will remain unchanged until September 
from which time these rates will be gradually reduced over 6 months back to the jobseekers rate 
of €203.  People currently receiving the €203 rate and those who reach the €203 rate in each 
phase, will then transition to standard jobseeker terms.  This will be done over a period of time 
commencing from this September and with advance notice. 

A person who continues to be eligible to PUP during the transition period and who is engag-
ing in self-employment can continue to earn up to €960 over a rolling eight week period and 
continue to maintain entitlement to PUP.  

I hope this clarifies the position for the Deputy.  

30/06/2021WRH02300Social Welfare Eligibility

30/06/2021WRH02400149. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Social Protection if she will ad-
dress a matter in relation to the fuel allowance (details supplied); and if she will make a state-
ment on the matter. [35235/21]

30/06/2021WRH02500Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Fuel Allowance is a 
payment of €28 per week for 28 weeks (a total of €784 each year) from October to April, to over 
372,000 low income households, at an estimated cost of €300 million in 2021.  The purpose of 
this payment is to assist these households with their energy costs.  The allowance represents a 
contribution towards the energy costs of a household.  It is not intended to meet those costs in 
full.  Only one allowance is paid per household.

The criteria for Fuel Allowance are framed in order to direct the limited resources available 
to my Department in as targeted a manner as possible.  People who are in receipt of a qualify-
ing contributory payment must also satisfy a means test.  All non-contributory recipients are 
accepted as satisfying the means-test for the fuel allowance.

A fuel allowance applicant and members of his/her household may have a combined assess-
able income of up to €100.00 a week above the appropriate rate of State Pension Contributory 
and still qualify for a payment.  This ensures that the Fuel Allowance payment goes to those 
who are more vulnerable to fuel poverty, including those reliant on social protection payments 
for longer periods and who are unlikely to have additional resources of their own.

The €100 a week means limit is significantly higher that the weekly Fuel Allowance rate 
of €28.00 and also the combined weekly total of household benefits and fuel allowance added 
together (€39.15).  It should be remembered that more than half of those over 66 years of age 
are solely dependent upon the State pension, and so a person with additional pension income 
above €100, is not amongst the cohort of more disadvantaged people that Fuel Allowance is 
targeted towards.
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Any extension of the Fuel Allowance qualifying criteria, such as increasing the allowable 
means for fuel allowance purposes, can only be considered while taking account of the overall 
budgetary context and the availability of financial resources. 

Under the Supplementary Welfare Allowance scheme a special heating supplement may be 
paid to assist people in certain circumstances.  Exceptional needs payments may be made to 
help meet an essential, once-off cost which an applicant is unable to meet from his / her own 
resources. 

I hope this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.

30/06/2021WRH02600Departmental Strategies

30/06/2021WRH02700150. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Social Protection the steps she is taking 
to fulfil the Programme for Government commitment to review and update the National Carers’ 
Strategy. [35312/21]

30/06/2021WRH02800Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Programme for Gov-
ernment commits the Government to Review and update the National Carers’ Strategy.  This is 
being led on by the Department of Health and as such the Deputy should direct this matter to 
my colleague the Minister for Health. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

30/06/2021WRH02900General Practitioner Services

30/06/2021WRH03000151. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Social Protection the steps she is taking 
to fulfil the Programme for Government commitment to extend free general practitioner care to 
carers in receipt of the carer’s support grant. [35313/21]

30/06/2021WRH03100Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Programme for Gov-
ernment commits the Government to extend free GP care to carers in receipt of the Carer’s 
Support Grant.  This is being led on by the Department of Health and as such the Deputy should 
direct this matter to my colleague the Minister for Health. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

30/06/2021WRH03200Social Welfare Benefits

30/06/2021WRH03300152. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on recognis-
ing the costs associated with caring in the deductions allowable for carer’s allowance and as-
sess income on its net rather than gross value; and if she will make a statement on the matter. 
[35314/21]

30/06/2021WRH03400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The system of social as-
sistance supports provides payments based on a system of means testing.  The means test en-
sures that the recipient has a verifiable income need and that resources are targeted to those who 
need them most.  

By its nature, the means test takes account of the income a person or couple has in terms of 
cash, property - other than the family home - and capital.  It does not take account of a person’s 
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expenditure. In line with most social assistance payments, deductions permitted for carer’s al-
lowance include PRSI, union dues, superannuation (pension contributions) and travel expenses.  
Uniquely in the system, an income disregard of €332.50 per week (or €665 for a couple) applies 
to carer’s allowance.  A couple with an annual gross income of up to €37,500 (net of PRSI and 
other allowable deductions) can qualify for a maximum payment, and a couple with an income 
of up to nearly €60,000 can still qualify for a reduced rate.  

If net rather than gross income was assessed for Carer’s Allowance, it would mean that 
changes in tax rates or tax reliefs could change the claimant’s rate of carer’s allowance.  In ad-
dition, to deduct costs associated with caring would significantly increase the complexity of the 
means assessment.  It would also have significant budgetary implications and would give rise 
to inconsistencies in how means tests are applied across schemes.

The carer’s support grant is an annual non-means tested payment made by my Department 
to carers.  This grant was increased to €1,850 this year and may be used in whatever way the 
carer wishes.

I recognise the crucial role that carers play in Irish society and will continue to seek to im-
prove the supports for carers.  However, any changes must be considered in an overall budget-
ary context.

30/06/2021WRH03500Social Welfare Eligibility

30/06/2021WRH03600153. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on extending 
eligibility for carer’s benefit to include persons who are self-employed; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [35315/21]

30/06/2021WRH03700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Carer’s Benefit pay-
ment is an entitlement based on social insurance contributions.  Carer’s Benefit is a payment 
made to insured people who may be required to leave the workforce or reduce their working 
hours to care for a person(s) in need of full-time care and attention.  A person may be eligible 
for Carer’s Benefit if they have enough PRSI contributions.  It is payable for a period of 2 years 
(104 weeks) for each care recipient and may be claimed over separate periods up to a total of 2 
years (104 weeks).  As of May 2021 there were 3,646 recipients of Carer’s Benefit.  Estimated 
expenditure in 2021 is in excess of €47 million. 

Under the provisions of the legislation, to be eligible to claim Carer’s Benefit, a claimant 
must have paid PRSI contributions in Classes A, B, C, D, E or H.  Self-employed workers who 
pay social insurance contributions at the Class S rate of 4% are not eligible for Carer’s Benefit.

To claim, the carer must have 156 PRSI contributions paid since entry into insurance and 
either 39 contributions paid in the relevant tax year or 39 contributions paid in the 12 months 
immediately before the commencement of the Carer’s Benefit claim or 26 contributions paid in 
the relevant tax year and 26 contributions paid in the previous relevant tax year. 

Where a person does not have the necessary social insurance record, for example where 
they are self-employed, they can claim for Carer’s Allowance, and the first €332.20 of weekly 
income for a single person, or €665 for a couple is disregarded in the means test.  Those who are 
self-employed can also apply for the Carer’s Support Grant – which was increased by €150 as 
part of Budget Measures 2021.  Self-employed carers can now work up to 18.5 hours per week, 
this was increased from 15 hours to 18.5 hours in January 2020.   

There has been an extensive expansion of access to the range of social insurance benefits to 
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self-employed social insurance contributors in recent years without any increase in the 4 per-
cent rate of contribution made by them.  Self-employed contributors are now covered for most 
of the benefits available under the social insurance scheme which represents approximately 93 
percent of the value of all benefits paid by the Social Insurance Fund.   

Any proposal to further extend social insurance entitlements to self-employed contributors 
would have to be considered in a budgetary context, taking account of the current economic 
circumstances and with a view to the sustainability of the Social Insurance Fund.

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

30/06/2021WRH03800Social Welfare Eligibility

30/06/2021WRH03900154. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Social Protection her views on extending 
eligibility for domiciliary care allowance to children residing in hospital; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter. [35311/21]

30/06/2021WRH04000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Domiciliary Care Allow-
ance (DCA) is a payment made in respect of a child with a severe disability who requires ad-
ditional care and attention.  It is payable to the person providing for the child’s care while they 
are resident with that person for at least 5 days each week.

DCA can be paid, for a period not exceeding 13 weeks in any 12 months, if the child is ad-
mitted to hospital on  a full-time basis for medical or other treatment.

If a child is resident in an institution (including a hospital) for part of each week, DCA can 
be paid at 50% of the normal rate if the child resides with the qualified person between 2 and 4 
days each week. 

Any amendment to the qualifying conditions of the scheme would have cost implications 
and could only be considered in a wider Budgetary context. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

30/06/2021WRH04100Social Welfare Benefits

30/06/2021WRH04200155. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of persons 
in each of the past three years who received partial capacity benefit broken down by those 
who were in receipt of illness benefit and those in receipt of invalidity pension in tabular form. 
[35393/21]

30/06/2021WRH04300Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The total number of cus-
tomers that were in receipt of Partial Capacity Benefit (PCB) in each of the past three years,  
broken down by whether they were in receipt of Illness Benefit or Invalidity Pension prior to 
receiving PCB, is outlined in the tables below.

Scheme customer was in receipt of prior to 
PCB

2020 Number of Customers who received 
PCB 

Illness Benefit 1,836
Invalidity Pension 2,145
Total 3,981
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Scheme customer was in receipt of prior to 
PCB

2018 Number of Customers who received 
PCB 

Illness Benefit 1,582
Invalidity Pension 1,710
Total 3,292
I trust this clarifies the position for the Deputy. 

30/06/2021WRH04400Social Welfare Rates

30/06/2021WRH04500156. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Social Protection the annual incre-
mental increases in the disability allowance each year since 2008, in tabular form. [35395/21]

30/06/2021WRH04600Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Disability Allowance 
(DA) is a means-tested payment for people with a specified disability who are aged between 16 
and 66.  The disability must be expected to last for at least one year and the allowance is subject 
to a medical assessment, a means test and a habitual residency test. 

The number of DA recipients in each year from 2008 to 2021 along with the corresponding 
maximum personal rate of payment is set out in the table below.

It is important to note that DA is structured to support recipients to avail of opportunities to 
pursue their own employment ambitions, be that self-employment or in insurable employment.  
When an individual commences employment, they can avail of an income disregard of €140 
per week.  In addition, a 50% taper on earnings between €140 and €350 is also applied (disre-
garded), for the purpose of the means test. 

Table: Disability Allowance Recipients & Maximum Personal Rate 2008 – 2021 

Year No. of   Recipients Maximum Personal Rate
2008 95,754 €197.80
2009 99,576 €204.30
2010 101,111 €196.00
2011 102,866 €188.00
2012 101,784 €188.00
2013 106,279 €188.00
2014 112,097 €188.00
2015 119,042 €188.00
2016 126,203 €188.00
2017 133,929 €193.00
2018 140,835 €198.00
2019 146,755 €203.00
2020 152,580 €203.00
2021 153,619* €203.00
* May 2021

30/06/2021WRJ00200Social Welfare Benefits

30/06/2021WRJ00300157. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
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rent supplement applications made in each of the years 2018 to 2020 and to date in 2021; the 
number approved and rejected in each year; the number of these applications approved on the 
grounds of domestic abuse; the cost of rent supplement in each of the years 2018 to 2020 and to 
date in 2021; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [35396/21]

30/06/2021WRJ00400Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Rent supplement contin-
ues to play a key role in supporting families and individuals in private rented accommodation, 
with the scheme supporting 18,851 active recipients at the end of May 2021.

The scheme provides short-term income support to eligible people living in private rented 
accommodation whose means are insufficient to meet their accommodation costs and who do 
not have accommodation available to them from any other source.  The scheme ensures that 
those who were renting, but whose circumstances have changed due to temporary loss of em-
ployment or income, can continue to meet their rental commitments.

Since the introduction of HAP, rent supplement continues to revert to its original role of 
providing short-term support to those who have become temporarily unemployed and require 
income support to meet their tenancy cost whilst they seek alternative employment.  The fol-
lowing statistics have been provided:

-  Tabular statement 1 - The number of rent supplement applications received in: 2018; 
2019; and from January to November 2020. 

-  Tabular statement 2 - The number of victims of domestic violence who have availed of 
rent supplement support in 2020; and for the five months ending May 2021. 

-  Tabular statement 3 - The total expenditure for the scheme for the years: 2018; 2019; 
2020; and for the five months ending May 2021. 

Statistics on the number of rent supplement applications received in the period from No-
vember 2020 to date are not available. 

Table 1 - Number of Rent Supplement Applications Awarded and Disallowed  

Year Awarded Disallowed
2018 4,183 344
2019 3,176 329
2020   Jan - Nov 12,613 1,598
Table 2 - Number of Victims of Domestic Violence who Availed of the DVRS Protocol

Year Domestic Violence Recipients
Total Cases Supported - end December 2020 46
New Cases Supported - 5 Months Ending May 2021 55
Table 3 - Rent Supplement Expenditure Figures  

Year Rent Supplement Expenditure
2018 €175.0m
2019 €125.2m
2020 €133.1m
5 Months Ending May 2021 €59.6m
 I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.
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30/06/2021WRJ00500Social Welfare Schemes

30/06/2021WRJ00600158. Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne asked the Minister for Social Protection the number of 
disabled persons in receipt of the wage subsidy scheme and the ability programme. [35397/21]

30/06/2021WRJ00700Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Wage Subsidy 
Scheme (WSS) is an employment support to private sector employers, the objective of which is 
to encourage employers to employ people with disabilities and thereby increase the numbers of 
people with disabilities participating in the open labour market.  The scheme provides financial 
incentives to private sector employers to hire people with a disability for between 21 and 39 
subsidised hours per week under a contract of employment.  The basic rate of subsidy is €5.30 
per hour giving a total annual subsidy available of €10,748 per annum based on a 39 hour week.  
The subsidy is paid to the employer.  

The WSS is a demand-led scheme and there are currently 1,597 private sector employers 
availing of the subsidy in respect of 2,535 participant employees.  

The Ability Programme was introduced in June 2018 and is a pre-activation programme 
for young people with disabilities.  The funding for this programme will amount to around 
€16 million over a three year period and is being co-funded by the EU and the Irish Exchequer 
under the EU’s ESF Programme for Employability, Inclusion and Learning (PEIL) Operational 
Programme 2014-2020.  In total, the programme is supporting over 2,600 young people with 
disabilities aged between 15 and 29 years of age. Pobal has been contracted by the Department 
to manage the programme.  The programme has been extended by two months and will now 
conclude at the end of August. 

The aim of the Ability Programme is to help bring young people with disabilities who 
are not work-ready closer to the labour market through engagement in training and personal 
development activities, which would be followed by an incremental exposure to work.  The 
programme is being delivered by 27 community and voluntary groups from around the country, 
selected on foot of a competitive process.  The projects being funded have been designed to 
assist young people in their transition from school to further education and employment.  There 
are currently 1,175 active participants on the Ability Programme. 

I trust that the above clarifies for the Deputy that the wage subsidy scheme and the Ability 
programme are supports that target different cohorts of people with disabilities, one group in 
employment and the other at the  pre-employment stage.

30/06/2021WRJ00800Departmental Reports

30/06/2021WRJ00900159. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Social Protection when a report (de-
tails supplied) will be published; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [28205/21]

30/06/2021WRJ01000Minister for Social Protection (Deputy Heather Humphreys): My Department commis-
sioned Indecon International Consultants to carry out research into the cost of disability.  In 
line with the commitment contained in the Programme for Government, the  Government will 
use the research into the cost of disability to individuals and families to inform the direction of 
future policy. 

The report has now been received and my Department is considering it in detail.  This mat-
ter is significantly wider than the income support system and will not be addressed through 
income support alone which is why a whole-of-Government perspective is being taken.  So it 



Questions - Written Answers

56

is intended to brief and seek the views of relevant government departments who have a role to 
play in the delivery of disability services and supports.  Once this process is complete I intend to 
submit the report to Government for consideration.  A decision regarding the appropriate date of 
publication will be made once Government has had an opportunity to consider the report fully. 

I trust this clarifies the matter for the Deputy.  

30/06/2021WRJ01100Childcare Services

30/06/2021WRJ01200160. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth if his Department will allow childminders to be included in the decision-
making of the changes as outlined in the National Action Plan for Childminding; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [35011/21]

30/06/2021WRJ01300Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The National Action Plan for Childminding, which was published in April 2021, 
aims to improve access, through childminding, to high quality and affordable childcare. The 
Action Plan sets out a pathway over the next 8 years towards regulation, support and subsidies 
for all paid, non-relative childminders. The Action Plan will involve change and will bring 
significant benefits for childminders, and for the children and the families using their services.

A National Action Plan for Childminding Steering Group will be established shortly, to 
drive, oversee and monitor implementation of the National Action Plan. The Steering Group 
will be supported by four Advisory Groups in relation to: regulation and inspection; training 
and support; funding and financial supports; and consultation and communications.The Nation-
al Action Plan commits to representation of childminders, parents and other key stakeholders 
on the Steering Group, which will be chaired by my Department. Additionally the National Ac-
tion Plan commits to representation of childminders on all four Advisory Groups.Initial work 
on some aspects of future training for childminders began prior to launch of the National Ac-
tion Plan, in the context of on-going work on developing a Workforce Development Plan for 
early learning and care and school-age childcare. In order to draft proposals, a working group 
was established specifically on childminding. The working group has strong representation of 
childminding views. Of its 12 members, six are childminders or work exclusively with or for 
childminders, while other members represent the views of parents, the statutory regulator (Tus-
la) and organisations which have provided extensive support for childminders. All decisions on 
the design and implementation of training programmes for childminders will be made by the 
Steering Group of the National Action Plan for Childminding.The National Action Plan itself 
was based on extensive consultation and engagement with childminders, and the blueprint for 
the National Action Plan was the 2018 report of the Working Group on Reforms and Supports 
for the Childminding Sector, which was coordinated and chaired by Childminding Ireland. 
The National Action Plan commits to further consultation with childminders, especially during 
Phase 1 of the Plan when developing regulations specific to childminders.

30/06/2021WRJ01400Children in Care

30/06/2021WRJ01500161. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth if he will address concerns raised regarding HIQA’s standards for children’s 
services (details supplied). [35047/21]

30/06/2021WRJ01600Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): HIQA’s proposed Draft National Standards for Children’s Social Services en-
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compass foster care, residential care, special care, and child protection and welfare services. 
The current National Standards for Foster Care have been in place since 2003. It is important 
that standards are reviewed from time to time in order that they remain fit for purpose. It is 
also important that all stakeholders have confidence in them. The draft national standards are 
underpinned by four principles of human rights, safety and wellbeing, responsiveness and ac-
countability. If approved it is HIQA’s intention that they will replace the individual standards 
for each of the service functions currently in place for each sector.

Foster carers are an essential component to the care provided to children in state care and 
I am committed to ensuring their voice is heard in the development of new standards. My of-
ficials are actively engaged with HIQA on this issue.

New standards do not change existing legislation and therefore have no impact on any 
legal rights or duties of foster carers under the Child Care Acts, Children First legislation and 
guidance, or any new legislation under consideration. Legislation and regulations supersede 
standards in all sectors. Standards set out expectations for services and provide guidance for all 
parties in the delivery of services.

Following completion of the recent public consultation and drafting process HIQA will 
present the Draft National Standards for Children’s Social Services for consideration and ap-
proval by the Minister for Health and myself. The Standards must be accepted and approved by 
both Ministers before being implemented.

30/06/2021WRJ01700Childcare Services

30/06/2021WRJ01800162. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth the number of childcare places available for children in an area (details 
supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35083/21]

30/06/2021WRJ01900Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): Supply of, and demand for, early learning and care and school-age childcare 
places is currently monitored annually through the Early Years Sector Profile report. This sur-
vey is conducted by Pobal on behalf of the Department.

Owing to the impact of COVID-19 on services, capacity figures are not available for 
2019/2020. However, figures from previous years would suggest, overall, that supply meets de-
mand, while acknowledging that some pockets of undersupply exist. Capacity is calculated as 
enrolment plus vacant places. Overall capacity in Kildare increased from 8,349 to 9,731 places 
between 2017/2018 and 2018/2019, a rise of 17%. The number of vacant places in Kildare rose 
from 304 in 2017/2019 to 516 in 2018/2019, an increase of 70%. The vacancy rate in Kildare 
was 6% in 2018/2019, up 2% from 2017/2018. The national average vacancy rate is 6% (see 
Table 1 below)

A key policy objective of my Department is to improve affordability, accessibility and qual-
ity of Early Learning and Care (ELC) and School-Age Childcare (SAC). A 141% increase in 
investment over the last number of years has led to a doubling in the number of children receiv-
ing free or subsidised early learning and care and school-age childcare. It has also supported the 
sector to increase the number of places available.

First 5, the ten-year strategy for babies, young children and their families commits to ‘main-
tain and extend the supply of high-quality publicly subsidised early learning and childcare to 
best serve the developmental needs of babies and young children, ensuring that it also reflects 
the needs and preferences of parents and families’. To deliver on this strategic action, a range 
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of actions are under way, including the development of a strategic capital investment plan to 
deliver large-scale capital investment under Project 2040, and the development of a new fund-
ing model for ELC and SAC. 

Also identified among the actions in First 5 is a commitment to strengthen capacity to ac-
curately forecast supply and demand for ELC and SAC by undertaking a regular national needs 
assessment. In addition, officials in my Department are planning research on the ELC/SAC 
needs of parents who work atypical hours or live in rural communities.

Table 1: Capacity in Kildare

Kildare 2017/2018 2018/2019 
Enrolled 8,045 9,215 
Vacant Places 304 516 
Overall Capacity(all age ranges enrolled and vacancies) 8,349 9,731 

30/06/2021WRJ02000Equality Proofing of Policies

30/06/2021WRJ02100163. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth his views on revising the language used to refer to persons with disabilities 
and disabled persons in all legislation under his remit; the steps he is taking to ensure that the 
language in legislation being written and future legislation will refer to persons with disabilities 
and disabled persons appropriately; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35237/21]

30/06/2021WRJ02200Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): As Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, I am con-
scious of the importance of language when discussing disability, when implementing policy 
and when drafting and reviewing legislation.

Government will need to examine the implications of any changes to terminology in legisla-
tion.

On the 22nd June I announced my intention to conduct a review of the Employment Equal-
ity and Equal Status Acts. The review of the Equality Acts (Equal Status Acts 2000-2018 and 
the Employment Equality Acts 1998-2015) will examine the functioning of the Acts and their 
effectiveness in combatting discrimination and promoting equality. 

The review of the Equality Acts will provide an opportunity to review language, including 
in respect of disability. 

30/06/2021WRJ02300Domestic Violence

30/06/2021WRJ02400164. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth the steps he is taking in response to an organisation’s (details supplied) report on 
the rise of reported domestic violence in 2020; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35306/21]

30/06/2021WRJ02500Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The response to Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence (DSGBV) is a 
cross Departmental and multi-agency issue, with overall policy coordinated by the Department 
of Justice. Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, has statutory responsibility for the care and 
protection of victims of DSGBV.
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My Department is providing Tusla with funding of €30m in 2021 for the provision of DS-
GBV services. This includes a €2.7m increase in core funding to €28m, with an additional €2m 
of once-off contingency funding also being made available to help services cope with the ongo-
ing effects of COVID-19. This represents, in total for 2021, a €4.7m increase over the original 
2020 figure allocated to Tusla. This represents my commitment to prioritising and supporting 
the most vulnerable in our society. I recognise the devastating effects that incidences of DSGBV 
can have on individuals and families, exacerbated by the COVID-19 public health emergency. 

The Deputy will also be aware that the Programme for Government sets out a number of 
commitments regarding DSGBV, including an audit on segmentation of DSGBV responsibili-
ties across government departments and agencies, and a Third National Strategy on DSGBV 
which commences in 2022. Tusla is also finalising a review of emergency accommodation na-
tionwide which assesses the current and requisite distribution of safe emergency accommoda-
tion. The findings of this review, and the recommendations of the Monitoring Committee of the 
Second National Strategy on DSGBV, will inform Tusla’s future decisions on priority areas for 
investment and development of services.It is of the utmost importance that the needs of those 
who experience domestic violence are met in the most appropriate way possible. I strongly sup-
port the work of Tusla and its funded service providers and I am committed to supporting Tusla 
in meeting the needs of individuals who experience domestic violence.

30/06/2021WRJ02600Childcare Services

30/06/2021WRJ02700165. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth when an issue with a national childcare scheme claim by a person (details supplied) 
will be resolved; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35318/21]

30/06/2021WRJ02800Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The particular case referred to by the Deputy did not arise from any issue with 
NCS system or with Pobal (the NCS Scheme Administrator).

NCS subsidies are paid once a valid CHICK is registered by a childcare provider and the 
parent confirms on the system that all details are correct. This is a key financial governance 
control to safeguard public funds and ensure that the investment is following the child. 

In this case, regrettably, the CHICK was registered incorrectly by the childcare provider 
and the parent confirmed this incorrect registration on the system. This incorrect registration, 
confirmed by the parent, subsequently triggered the NCS subsidy and payments by Pobal. 

Pobal has been in contact with the childcare provider and the parent to clarify this.

30/06/2021WRJ02900International Protection

30/06/2021WRJ03000166. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, In-
tegration and Youth if a contract to provide quarantine facilities to international protection ap-
plicants at a facility (details supplied) in County Louth is to be renewed; if so, when renewal 
will take place; the period for same; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35422/21]

30/06/2021WRJ03100Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The emergency centre to which the Deputy refers is currently being used to pro-
vide quarantine facilities for residents who left their allocated accommodation to live temporar-
ily with family or friends and who now wish to re-enter International Protection Accommoda-
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tion Service (IPAS) accommodation.  IPAS adopted this policy last year following consultations 
with public health officials in order to mitigate the risk of spread of COVID-19 from private ac-
commodation to the IPAS accommodation network.  My Department continues to work closely 
with the HSE and public health to manage the impact of the pandemic on the IPAS accommoda-
tion network and, in particular, the risk posed by new variants, in order to ensure the safety of 
all IPAS residents.  

All emergency centre contracts, including the contract to which the Deputy refers, are cur-
rently under review.  It would not be appropriate to comment further on what contractual ar-
rangements, if any, the Department might put in place in respect of particular centres in the 
future.

30/06/2021WRJ03200International Protection

30/06/2021WRJ03300167. Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Inte-
gration and Youth if a monthly breakdown of the number of international protection applicants 
looked after at a quarantine facility (details supplied) in County Louth from December 2020 to 
May 2021 will be provided; the number of persons accommodated; the average length of stay 
for each month in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35423/21]

30/06/2021WRJ03400Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): The centre to which the Deputy refers is currently being used to provide quaran-
tine facilities for residents who left their allocated accommodation to live temporarily with fam-
ily or friends and who now wish to re-enter International Protection Accommodation Service 
(IPAS) accommodation.  IPAS adopted this policy last year following consultations with public 
health officials in order to mitigate the risk of spread of COVID-19 from private accommoda-
tion to the IPAS accommodation network. 

The average length of stay at this centre is 14 days. The below table provides a breakdown 
of the number of residents that the centre has accommodated between the period of December 
2020 and May 2021. 

Month Residents Accommodated
Dec-20 16
Jan-21 59
Feb-21 35
Mar-21 68
Apr-21 33
May-21 37
Total 248

30/06/2021WRJ03500Grant Payments

30/06/2021WRJ03600168. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science the estimated full-year cost to the Exchequer of increasing the 
reckonable income threshold for entitlement to student universal support Ireland allowance 
by 1%, 5% and 10% in regard of 100%, 75%, 50% and 25% and special rates, respectively. 
[35220/21]

30/06/2021WRJ03700169. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
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search, Innovation and Science the estimated full-year cost to the Exchequer of increasing the 
reckonable income threshold for entitlement to student universal support Ireland allowance by 
10% in regard of 100%, 75%, 50% and 25% and special rates respectively and subsequently 
increasing maintenance payment rates by 10%; and the estimated number of new students who 
would be benefit from such. [35221/21]

30/06/2021WRJ03800Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Depu-
ty Simon Harris): I propose to take Questions Nos. 168 and 169 together.

The Deputy will be aware that there are various income thresholds used depending on the 
type of grant, family size etc. While SUSI has statistics on those students who have applied 
for grant support and can estimate with some degree of certainty, what impact changes to the 
thresholds might have for those students on lower income levels, the accuracy of its estimates 
become less reliable at the higher income levels. Prospective applicants on higher incomes may 
not have applied for support as their income was above the relevant threshold. As such, it is not 
possible to accurately cost the number of additional students who may qualify for support, if 
the thresholds are increased. 

The estimated cost of increasing the SUSI income bracket by 10% on all thresholds and 
adding 10% to the maintenance grant is as follows. Please note data used is 2019-20 figures 
with applied requested changes. 

-  Increase of 19,000 to 23,000 additional recipients based on SUSI applications received 
for the  2019/20 academic year. 

-  Increase in cost to the exchequer would be in the region of €40-€50 million. 

The estimated cost of increasing the SUSI income thresholds by 1%, 5% and 10% on all 
thresholds is as follows (based on 2019/20 academic year):

-  Increase in cost to the exchequer for 1% would be in the region of €2-3 million. 

-  Increase in cost to the exchequer for 5% would be in the region of €10-€15 million. 

-  Increase in cost to the exchequer for 10% would be in the region of €20-€30 million.

The above figures do not include any changes to the income thresholds for the special rate 
of maintenance grants which are linked to long-term social welfare payments.

The Programme for Government contains commitments to, amongst other things, review 
SUSI eligibility criteria, adjacency rates and postgraduate grant supports. The review of the 
Student Grant Scheme is underway with over 250 submissions received via the public consulta-
tion process and over 9,000 survey responses were received through an online survey process. 
It is anticipated that the SUSI review will be completed later this year and will inform policy 
priorities for the next Estimates process and future considerations regarding the development 
of student grant policy.  At this point I cannot pre-empt the outcome of the review to indicate 
when any proposed changes will come into effect. 

  Question No. 169 answered with Question No. 168.

30/06/2021WRJ04000National Training Fund

30/06/2021WRJ04100170. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science the estimated projected annual income to the National Train-
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ing Fund and the reserve surplus of the Fund up until 2025 if expenditure remained stable both 
including and excluding Covid-19 emergency expenditure; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [35013/21]

30/06/2021WRJ04200Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The National Training Fund (NTF) Act, 2000 provides for a levy on em-
ployers to be used to fund the development of and raising of skills amongst those in, or seeking, 
employment.

The projected reserve surplus of the NTF by 2025 if expenditure remained stable is €1.4 bil-
lion, and €1.9 billion excluding Covid emergency spending. See tables below for further detail.

Table 1 – NTF projected surplus including Covid emergency spending (€’000)

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

NTF Levy A                 
774,300 

                
783,500 

                
826,300 

                
870,900 

                
918,400 

European Social Fund B                   
27,750 

                  
27,750 

                  
27,750 

                  
27,750 

                  
27,750 

Total Projected Income               
802,050 

              
811,250 

              
854,050 

              
898,650 

              
946,150 

Expenditure held flat from 2021               
741,273 

              
741,273 

              
741,273 

              
741,273 

              
741,273 

Projected Surplus/(Deficit) for the year                 
60,777 

                
69,977 

              
112,777 

              
157,377 

              
204,877 

Balance brought forward at 1 January 2021 C                 
817,464 

Surplus carried forward as at 31 December 
2025 (projected) 

1,423,249 

Table 2 - NTF projected surplus excluding Covid emergency spending (€’000)

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

NTF Levy A       774,300       783,500       826,300       870,900       918,400 

European Social Fund B         27,750          27,750          27,750          27,750          27,750 

Total Projected Income      802,050       811,250       854,050       898,650       946,150 

Expenditure held flat (excluding Covid from 
2022 onwards) 

     741,273       623,273       623,273       623,273       623,273 

Projected Surplus/(Deficit) for the year       60,777       187,977       230,777       275,377       322,877 

Balance brought forward at 1 January 2021 C      817,464 

Surplus carried forward as at 31 December 
2025 (projected) 

1,895,249 

A   2021 Levy is as per 2021 published Revised Estimates. Levy for 2022 onwards is as 
forecasted by the Department of Social Protection in April 2021.

B   The level of ESF receipts to the NTF in any year depends on the amounts certified to and 
reimbursed by the Commission in that year in respect of NTF funded activities. For the purpose 
of this request ESF income continues to be shown at the 2021 published figure in the Revised 
Estimates.

C   As per draft NTF 2020 Accounts.

The operation of the EU Fiscal Rules, prior to Covid-19, and the inclusion of the NTF in the 
Department’s overall annual expenditure ceiling has meant that, in the absence of an increased 
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rate of contribution or the availability of additional fiscal space, additional expenditure could 
not be sourced from the NTF without a corresponding drop in Exchequer expenditure. So while 
the surplus has built up over previous years due to improvements seen in the economic and la-
bour market situation before Covid-19 started to impact in 2020, it was not possible to increase 
expenditure beyond that generated by the increase in the levy.

There has been very substantial growth in NTF spending in recent years on the basis of the 
+0.1% increase in the Training Levy in both 2018 and 2019 with expenditure increasing by 
€58m (16%) and €69m (17%) respectively.  This has supported a very significant expansion in 
NTF priorities.  The Training Levy increased in Budget 2020 to 1% allowing a further increase 
in NTF spending of €77m.

The NTF Advisory Group continues to be the mechanism to inform and guide on investment 
from the Fund and the use of the surplus. The Group has set out a detailed work plan over the 
next two years to examine a range of themes that will ultimately guide upskilling and reskilling 
priorities for the NTF into the future.

30/06/2021WRJ04300National Training Fund

30/06/2021WRJ04400171. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if he will provide all emergency Covid-19-related expendi-
ture from the National Training Fund in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [35014/21]

30/06/2021WRJ04500Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): The National Training Fund (NTF) was es-
tablished by the National Training Fund Act, 2000, as a dedicated fund to support the training 
of those in employment, and those seeking employment.  The Act also provides for the fund-
ing of research to provide information on existing and likely future skills requirements of the 
economy.

One of the key features of the NTF is its flexibility and the way it responds to changing 
economic/labour market conditions and this was particularly evident when as part of Govern-
ment’s response to the labour market and skills effects of the pandemic, a range of measures 
were introduced as a response to upskilling and reskilling needs of individuals and businesses 
through the July Jobs Stimulus.  These measures are providing 35,000 education and training 
places at a cost of €100 million to help those who were displaced by the effects of the pandemic. 
A further 15,000 places were announced as part of the skills package in Budget 2021.  Table 1 
attached outlined the details of the funding allocated.

Budget 2021 saw an increased investment of €118.5 million over the 2020 NTF Allocation 
to upskill and reskill people who have been affected by the impacts of the current pandemic 
and in areas of key skills priorities, particularly the climate agenda. The investment is aimed at 
those that require it the most, whether that is to assist with seeking employment or to upskill in 
their current jobs.   Table 2 attached outlines the 2021 allocation.

Table 1. July Jobs Stimulus Allocation in 2020.

Detail of Funding Allocated 2020 Cost €000

1. Skills to Compete 

This programme is tailored toward those who have lost jobs as a result of Covid 19 and targeted at emerging 
growth areas and occupations.

€37,000

2. Skillnet
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Detail of Funding Allocated 2020 Cost €000

Broadly similar to existing Skillnet interventions as well as a blend of other outreach/recruitment, career 
advice, upskilling and mandatory work placement.

€3,000

3. Apprenticeship Incentivisation Scheme

This is a time-limited incentive scheme designed to incentivise employers to take on apprentices. Employ-
ers would receive €2k up-front per apprentice and a further €1k after 12 months if apprentice is still on their 
books.

€12,000

4. National Retrofitting Programme

Retrofit Skills training to support the expansion of a National Retrofitting Programme.  €500

5.  Springboard+ and HCI Pillar 1 

HCI and Springboard+ courses are at Level 6 (Certificate) to Level 9 (Masters) on the National Framework 
of Qualifications (NFQ)

€10,000

6. Postgraduate Skills Provision

Create additional places across the full range of existing part-time and full-time postgraduate taught pro-
grammes

€22,500

7.  Modular Skills Provision  

Shorter, more focused courses that can be offered in a flexible manner and could allow people to gain impor-
tant skills without taking a considerable period away from the labour market.

€15,000

TOTAL HE and FET €100,000

Table 2. Changes in National Training Fund provision 2021

National Training Fund Recipients 2021 Increase in Budget 
Allocation

€’000

Apprenticeship (SOLAS and HEA)

Difference takes account of apprenticeship incentivisation in 2020 and 2021 as well as the Covid costs for 
additional classes in 2021

€26,000

Skillnet Ireland

€5m increase in budget from base, difference is net of once off provision of €3m in July Jobs Stimulus €5,000

ETB Employee Development Programme – Skills to Advance and Skills for work

Increases for additional places in Budget €3,000

SOLAS Training for employment

The difference is net of July Jobs Stimulus in 2020 and the carryover costs in 2021, the Skills to Compete in 
Budget and the retrofitting training

€77,099

The Wheel

Increase provision for immediate demand of Training Links Learner Networks, leadership development, 
preparation of digital delivery post covid. 

€120

Springboard

Springboard received once off July Jobs Stimulus funding in 2020 plus an additional once off allocation 
from HCI, the Budget figure of €7m is an increase on the base figure.

€7,000

Provision of information on skills requirements 

Increased provision for Regional Skills Fora €131

Engineers Ireland (CPD)

Increasing Digital skills and ICT capacity plus development of renewable energy technologies for training. €150

Total €118,500

30/06/2021WRK00200Apprenticeship Programmes

30/06/2021WRK00300172. Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, 
Research, Innovation and Science if the apprenticeship incentivisation scheme is funded from 
the National Training Fund; the expenditure in 2020 and to date in 2021; the number of reg-
istered apprentices and the percent for which the financial support was received in both 2020 
and 2021; the breakdown between craft and consortia-led apprenticeships; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [35015/21]
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30/06/2021WRK00400Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The Apprenticeship Incentivisation Scheme comprises a €2,000 payment 
when employers register a new apprentice, followed by an additional €1,000 payment one year 
later where that apprentice is retained.  The scheme was initially approved under the July Jobs 
Stimulus and extended in Budget 2021 for apprentices registering between March 2020 and 
June 2021.  The Minister announced the expansion of the scheme to apprentices registered 
before the end of 2021 on the 23rd June. The scheme is currently funded from the National 
Training Fund.   

The intention of the scheme is to ensure that apprenticeship will play a key part in support-
ing economic recovery at the reopening of the economy following COVID-19.  It had been 
anticipated that the initial duration and subsequent expansion of the scheme to mid-2021 would 
cover the re-opening period, however this has not transpired meaning that employers have not 
had the opportunity to avail of the scheme and re-opening is only now happening in a signifi-
cant way in the period to year end.  

It is intended to include the AIS in the range of measures that will be supported by Ireland’s 
REACT -EU funding allocation of €88m for 2021.  REACT-EU is part of the Next Generation 
EU instrument and provides €50.6 billion additional funding over the course of 2021 and 2022 
to Cohesion policy programmes. It continues and extends the European Union’s response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and complements the Recovery and Resilience Facility which will sup-
port the green, digital and resilient recovery of the economy. 

Since the launch of the Incentivisation Scheme, 3,338 online claims have been received by 
SOLAS in respect of 5,465 apprentices of which 4,307 apprentice claims have been validated 
to date with a current spend of €8.614m. 

2020 2021

Total Expenditure for 2020 & 2021 €4,164,000.00 €4,450,000.00

Number of Apprentices Registered in 2020 & 2021 3,903 3,197*

Number of Apprentices Claimed in 2020 & 2021 2,082 2,225

Percentage for which the financial support was received 53.34% 69.60%

* this figure excludes 335 Unique Applications totalling 548 Apprentices that are currently 
pending initial validation.

No of Claims Received in respect of Apprentices* 5,465
Percentage of Craft Apprentices 84%
Percentage of Consortia Led Apprentices 16%
* Figures include 4,307 valid claims and claims which are not validated at this point

30/06/2021WRK00500Education and Training Boards

30/06/2021WRK00600173. Deputy Martin Kenny asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science when adult literacy tutors will be given equal status to other 
teachers; when their pay and conditions will be brought up to the levels recommended by the 
Labour Court; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35097/21]

30/06/2021WRK00700Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): The Labour Court has made a recommenda-
tion in relation to a claim brought by SIPTU and TUI in respect of regularising the terms and 
conditions of Adult Education Tutors employed by Education and Training Boards which has 
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been under consideration by officials in my Department, the Department of Education and the 
Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  

The recently ratified Public Service Agreement, Building Momentum, contains a mecha-
nism to address outstanding adjudications, commitments, recommendations awards and claims 
within the terms of the quantum of the Sectoral Bargaining Fund available for agreed Sectoral 
Bargaining Units. My Department and officials from the Department of Education are engaging 
with the relevant unions to establish their sectoral bargaining priorities.

30/06/2021WRK00800Covid-19 Pandemic

30/06/2021WRK00900174. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science the guidance in place for third-level institutions and students in respect 
of arrangements for international student exchanges; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28074/21]

30/06/2021WRK01000Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (Dep-
uty Simon Harris): The Department is working with the higher education sector and student 
representative bodies to develop a protocol with key principles of assurance to ensure that the 
arrival of international students for the coming academic year is managed safely and in line 
with public health requirements. 

This protocol will include all up-to-date public health measures and, in addition, will detail 
other arrangements such as familiarisation training for all international students in advance of 
their arrival. The protocol will also include assurances from the sector that students who arrive 
will be transported from the airport directly to suitable accommodation to allow them to adhere 
to the prevailing public health requirements regarding self quarantine. 

30/06/2021WRK01100Covid-19 Pandemic

30/06/2021WRK01200175. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science when indoor community education services can reopen; and the num-
ber of persons that will be able to attend. [28203/21]

30/06/2021WRK01300Minister of State at the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, In-
novation and Science (Deputy Niall Collins): Further and higher education institutions and 
providers, including community education funded by the Education and Training Boards, are 
enabling provision during the summer period which includes the resumption of research activ-
ity. This is to be managed in line with the discretionary framework to do so and the prevailing 
public health advice. This will provide an experiential basis for institutions and providers in 
organising and managing the safe return of students and learners on-site in the autumn through 
initially modest and manageable levels of provision. 

30/06/2021WRK01400Jury Service

30/06/2021WRK01500176. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the number of instances of 
reported jury intimidation or interference in each of the past ten years; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [35016/21]

30/06/2021WRK01600177. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice if her Department has ex-
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amined the introduction of increased jury protection measures; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [35017/21]

30/06/2021WRK01700178. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice the status of the Working 
Group on Jury Service; when this work is expected to be completed; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [35018/21]

30/06/2021WRK01800Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 176 to 178, inclusive, together.

Under the provisions of the Courts Service Act 1998, management of the courts, including 
the provision of accommodation for court sittings, is the responsibility of the Courts Service, 
which is independent in exercising its functions. 

However, in order to be of assistance to the Deputy, I have had enquiries made and the 
Courts Service inform me that it makes every effort to provide a safe and secure environment 
for jurors who attend for jury duty and for those sworn onto a jury. 

While entry and exit points in a courthouse may be a common area, the Courts Service 
advises that in many of the courthouses, particularly newer ones, there are private circulation 
routes within the building for members of a jury. No admittance will be allowed in jury assem-
bly areas without a jury summons. Juries are assigned a Jury Minder who helps to guide the jury 
around the building and will remain with the jury while in the courtroom. These minders are in 
some instances members of An Garda Síochána, and others are trained in the required duties. 
All are very much alive to the issue of security and possible intimidation. If members of a jury 
are concerned about leaving the building they will seek the assistance of An Garda Síochána.  
Obviously in the context of the pandemic, the Courts Service have taken special measures to 
ensure the safety of jurors, including changing the way juries are summoned and empanelled, 
and giving them extra space to sit.

Section 41 of the Criminal Justice Act 1999 provides for the offence of intimidation of wit-
nesses, jurors or potential jurors. An Garda Síochána has provided statistics on the number of 
instances of reported jury intimidation or interference in each of the past ten years.  These are 
set out in the attached table. 

The number of instances of reported jury intimidation or interference in each of the past ten 
years

The following statistics are provisional, operational and liable to change.

Year Proceedings Convictions
2011 58 19
2012 18 4
2013 22 7
2014 23 4
2015 31 13
2016 27 11
2017 38 7
2018 29 9
2019 43 9
2020 43 9
2021 11 0
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The Working Group on Jury Service was established to examine the issues raised in the Re-
port of the Law Reform Commission on Jury Service published in 2013 along with any relevant 
associated material. The LRC had raised a number of concerns in 2013, such as those relating 
to:

- How representative juries are of their communities; 

- The wide group of people who can be excused as of right from jury service; 

- Juries serving in lengthy or complex criminal trials; 

- Issues around jury tampering;

- The reasonable accommodation of persons with disabilities to serve as jurors; 

- The implications of on-line internet activity; and

- Wireless technology for the work and conduct of juries and issues of remuneration arising 
from jury service. 

While the working group met on a number of occasions up to April 2019, unfortunately 
other priorities then overtook the work of that group.  Its work is now being taken forward 
through my Department’s Statement of Strategy 2021-2023 and its priority objective to mod-
ernise the courts system. The overall operation of the jury system will be further reviewed in 
that context, including the work already carried out by the Working Group and any subsequent 
developments, in particular over the course of the pandemic. This review will be among the pri-
orities set for my Department in 2022.  Any reforms would of course require primary legislation 
and would build on other important reforms to jury service that have already been introduced 
in recent years.

  Question No. 177 answered with Question No. 176.

  Question No. 178 answered with Question No. 176.

30/06/2021WRK02100Human Rights

30/06/2021WRK02200179. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Justice if her Department has 
engaged with national and international human rights organisations in relation to the Special 
Criminal Court; if so, if she will provide the dates of these engagements; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter. [35019/21]

30/06/2021WRK02300Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The Deputy will be aware that the 
Special Criminal Court is established pursuant to Part V of the Offences Against the State Act 
1939. 

The Special Criminal Court was established to respond to the threat to the State and its 
people from republican terrorism over the decades and it continues to deal with the subversive 
threat from paramilitary groups and some serious organised crime cases.

The operation of the Court has been the subject of engagement with human rights organisa-
tions over the years, including, for example, in the context of Ireland’s Fifth Periodic Report to 
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) in 2019. 

As the Deputy will be aware, in February last Minister McEntee established an independent 
group of experts, under the Chair of the Hon. Mr Justice Michael Peart, former Judge of the 
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Court of Appeal, who has been tasked with examining all aspects of the Offences Against the 
State Acts having regard to, amongst other matters,  Ireland’s obligations in relation to Consti-
tutional and ECHR rights and international law. As part of the review, the group are engaged in 
consultations with relevant stakeholders, including human rights organisations.  The members 
of the Group itself include a number of experts in human rights. 

30/06/2021WRK02400An Garda Síochána

30/06/2021WRK02500180. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Justice when the Garda Commission-
er advised her of the true extent of the failure to respond to the 999 calls placed by members of 
the public which were recorded on the command and control systems in view of media reports 
in November 2020 that indicated that a significant number of 999 calls were not responded to. 
[35048/21]

30/06/2021WRK02600181. Deputy Mairéad Farrell asked the Minister for Justice if the report from the Garda 
Commissioner to her in relation to a significant number of 999 calls that were not responded to 
by An Garda Síochána as reported in the media in November 2020 was made pursuant to the 
provisions of section 41 of the Garda Síochána Act 2005. [35049/21]

30/06/2021WRK02700188. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Justice the steps she is taking in response 
to the cancelling of emergency domestic violence calls by gardaí between 2019 and October 
2020; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [35309/21]

30/06/2021WRK02800Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): I propose to take Questions Nos. 
180, 181 and 188 together.

I welcome the apology that was made by the Garda Commissioner last week and the Com-
missioner has assured me that when someone calls 999 now, they can expect and trust that An 
Garda Síochána will help. That should of course always be the case. 

Any inappropriate cancellation of 999 calls is a very serious issue. This falls significantly 
below the high standards that the public expect from the Gardaí and the high standards that An 
Garda Síochána set for themselves. I am particularly concerned that anyone experiencing do-
mestic abuse, and indeed anyone in a vulnerable position, who summoned the courage to seek 
assistance may not have received it. 

An Garda Síochána wrote to the Secretary General of my Department on 4 December 2020 
to inform the Department that a number of 999 calls had been cancelled on the AGS Computer 
Aided Despatch System and that An Garda Síochána was carrying out a review of the reasons 
behind this.  The correspondence did not make explicit reference to section 41 of the Garda 
Síochána Act but was of course in keeping with the overall requirement of that section to keep 
the Minister and the Secretary General fully informed of matters of significance.  

Following initial engagement by the Department with the Garda authorities, Minister Helen 
McEntee wrote to the Policing Authority on 5 February 2021 to ask the Authority to oversee the 
Garda review into this matter, which is ongoing.  Once the Authority has completed its work, 
I will examine its conclusions, and any action that needs to be taken on foot of that report will 
be taken. 

Both the Garda Commissioner and the Chair of the Policing Authority have briefed me 
on this matter in recent weeks. As the Deputy will be aware, the Commissioner also gave an 
account of these serious shortcomings at last week’s public meeting with the Authority and 
outlined what steps have been taken to ensure it does not happen again, including how the 
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processes have changed and that calls cannot now be cancelled other than by a supervisor. Ad-
ditional training will also be provided to staff in order to ensure that they have the proper skills 
to carry out their duties.

The Commissioner has also confirmed to me that Gardaí are now contacting people whose 
999 calls were cancelled to apologise and to ask if they require help from An Garda Síochána. 
It is vital that the best interests of victims of domestic abuse and anyone else whose calls were 
cancelled inappropriately are the priority focus throughout this process.  

  Question No. 181 answered with Question No. 180.

30/06/2021WRK03000Residency Permits

30/06/2021WRK03100182. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the progress to date in the 
determination of an application for residency status in the case of a person (details supplied); 
if their case falls under the Chenchooliah judgment; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter. [35085/21]

30/06/2021WRK03200Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): An EU Treaty 
Rights review application was received from the person referred to by the Deputy on 5 Febru-
ary 2020. This review is in respect of a decision made in January 2020 to revoke their residence 
card as a family member of an EU citizen. 

The Immigration Service of my Department has unfortunately been experiencing delays 
due to the COVID-19 crisis and staff have very limited access to offices and to the relevant 
case files.  However, it is expected that the person concerned should receive a determination 
on their review application within the coming weeks.  In the meantime, they have been granted 
temporary permission to reside in the State.  As a determination has not yet been made on this 
person’s review, it would be premature to consider whether their case may or may not fall under 
the Chenchooliah judgment.

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
the INIS of my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility (inisoireachtasmail@
justice.ie), which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to 
date information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of 
the Parliamentary Questions process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except 
in cases where the response from the INIS is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long 
awaited. 

30/06/2021WRK03300Restorative Justice

30/06/2021WRK03400183. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Justice her plans in the area of restorative jus-
tice; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [35099/21]

30/06/2021WRK03500Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): As the 
Deputy will be aware, restorative justice is a criminal justice process which has been shown to 
help victims recover from crime, reduce reoffending and save public resources and it is now 
widely accepted that restorative justice is compatible with the traditional criminal justice sys-
tems of both common law and civil law jurisdictions.

The Programme for Government includes a commitment to work with all criminal justice 
agencies to build capacity to deliver restorative justice safely and effectively. 
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The Probation Service has formally recognised restorative justice since the 1990s as one 
method within a suite of measures to provide an effective response to crime. In 2000, two 
dedicated community based projects were established - the Restorative Justice Service and Re-
storative Justice in the Community - both of which have since extended their catchment areas 
and now offer services across the Greater Dublin area, as well as Tipperary, Laois and Offaly 
respectively. These were established and funded through the Probation Service and both proj-
ects provide a restorative justice service to the courts through the use of reparation panels and /
or victim offender mediation.

Significant developments since then include a report of the National Commission on Restor-
ative Justice which was published in 2009 and the Report of the Penal Policy Review Group 
published in 2014. Both reports supported the wider application of Restorative Justice in proba-
tion practice. The Commission’s report recommended that the Probation Service continue to be 
the lead agency in implementing the wider application of restorative justice. 

In addition, Section 78 of the Children Act (2001) made provision for the introduction of the 
Probation Family Conference. Following the commencement of the Act in 2005, this was rolled 
out through Young Persons Probation, a dedicated part of the Probation Service established to 
deliver the community sanctions provided for in the Act. While conferencing has now been 
integrated in to the supervision of some young people, the number of referrals from the courts 
has declined in recent years.

More recent developments in this area include the establishment in 2018 of the dedicated 
Restorative Justice and Victims Services Unit in the Probation Service, in response to the en-
actment of the Criminal Justice (Victims of Crime) Act 2017. Furthermore, the Joint Action 
Plan for the  Management of Offenders 2019-2021 also contains a commitment to develop joint 
arrangements, including victim/offender mediation, for providing victims of crime with oppor-
tunities for positive, restorative responses to the harm they have experienced.

The Probation Service and my Department are stakeholders in a four year cross-European 
project (2019-2023), Restorative Justice: Strategies for Change (RJS4C), with partners from 
ten countries collaborating to implement the Council of Europe Recommendation that restor-
ative justice should be available at any stage of the Criminal Justice process to any victim and 
any offender.  To this end, the RJS4C has produced an Restorative Justice Collective Strategy 
for Ireland 2019-2023 to promote and increase awareness and accessibility to Restorative Jus-
tice.  

The delivery of Restorative Justice safely and effectively is one of the strategic objectives 
for the Department over the next three years. Five high level actions have been identified and 
outlined in the Justice Plan 2021, two of which have been completed to date, including the 
mapping of the current state of play of Restorative Justice and the activation of a Restorative 
Justice case study website.  In January this year, Minister of State Browne launched restorative-
justice.ie. which is funded by the Department. This website maps the use of Restorative Justice 
in criminal justice in Ireland and contains over 35 case studies of both restorative justice and 
restorative practice and other resources. 

Options have been developed for an appropriate mechanism and process to create aware-
ness and availability of Restorative Justice at all stages of the criminal justice system, with con-
sistency of service ensuring quality in training and practice and a stakeholder consultation will 
be held in the coming weeks. On foot of this consultation, my Department intends to finalise a 
policy paper in quarter three and it is intended to publish the policy proposals by year end. 

Following publication of the policy paper and consideration of its contents, the next steps to 
delivering a mechanism and process to create greater awareness and availability of Restorative 
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Justice interventions at all stages of the criminal justice system will involve the development of 
an Implementation Plan.

I believe that it is also important to note that my Department’s plan to help victims and 
vulnerable witnesses in sexual violence cases, Supporting A Victim’s Journey, also contains 
commitments to scope requirements for a more integrated consistent, visible and high quality 
Restorative Justice service for vulnerable victims who wish to pursue that pathway. 

30/06/2021WRK03600Citizenship Applications

30/06/2021WRK03700184. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Justice the progress made to date 
in the determination of an application for citizenship in the case of a person (details supplied); 
when the application will be finalised; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [35115/21]

30/06/2021WRK03800Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): An application 
for a certificate of naturalisation was received from the person referred to by the Deputy on 22 
September 2020.

This application for naturalisation continues to be processed with a view to establishing 
whether the applicant meets the statutory conditions for the granting of naturalisation and will 
be submitted to me for decision in due course. 

It is recognised that all applicants for citizenship would wish to have a decision on their ap-
plication without delay. The nature of the naturalisation process is such that, for a broad range 
of reasons, some cases will take longer than others to process.  In some instances, completing 
the necessary checks can take a considerable period of time.  

The granting of Irish citizenship through naturalisation is a privilege and an honour which 
confers certain rights and entitlements not only within the State but also at European Union 
level and it is important that appropriate procedures are in place to preserve the integrity of the 
process.  

Queries in relation to the status of individual immigration cases may be made directly to 
my Department by e-mail using the Oireachtas Mail facility at INISOireachtasMail@justice.
ie, which has been specifically established for this purpose. This service enables up to date 
information on such cases to be obtained without the need to seek information by way of the 
Parliamentary Question process. The Deputy may consider using the e-mail service except in 
the cases where the response is, in the Deputy’s view, inadequate or too long awaited.

30/06/2021WRK03900Immigration Status

30/06/2021WRK04000185. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Justice if her attention has been drawn 
to those who will not be included in the regularisation scheme (details supplied), for example, 
persons with pending applications under section 3 or deportation orders, persons with less than 
four years residence and persons living in Ireland a long time but have been undocumented 
less than four years; and if she will instruct her Department to include these persons within the 
regularisation scheme [35161/21]

30/06/2021WRK04100189. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Justice the steps she is taking to fulfil 
the Programme for Government commitment to create new pathways for long-term undocu-
mented persons and their dependents meeting specified criteria to regularise their status within 
18 months of the formation of the Government. [35310/21]
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30/06/2021WRK04200Minister of State at the Department of Justice (Deputy James Browne): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 185 and 189 together.

Proposals for the draft scheme to regularise undocumented migrants are being developed 
in line with the commitment in the Programme for Government to bring forward a regularisa-
tion scheme within 18 months of the formation of the Government, to create new pathways for 
long-term undocumented people and their dependents. Applicants will need to meet specific 
criteria and these will be formed with a clear consideration of Ireland’s European Union (EU) 
and Common Travel Area (CTA) commitments.

Our consultation process has provided an opportunity for stakeholders to express their 
views on the proposed approach to the scheme. My Department continues to work to finalise 
the details, including eligibility considerations and qualifying criteria.

As I have outlined, eligibility for this regularisation scheme will be determined by specific 
criteria, and is guided by research, including the learning from previous regularisation schemes, 
such as the 2018 Student Scheme. Those operated by other EU Member States are also being 
considered in its development. 

As outlined in the Justice Plan 2021, we will launch the scheme later this year and work is 
underway in my Department to give effect to this commitment, with the scheme opening to ap-
plications before the end of year. 

30/06/2021WRK04300An Garda Síochána

30/06/2021WRK04400186. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Justice the number of pedal 
cycles reported stolen to gardaí in 2020 and to date in 2021, in tabular form; and if she will 
make a statement on the matter. [35209/21]

30/06/2021WRK04500Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As the Deputy will be aware, theft is 
an offence under section 4 of the Criminal Justice (Theft and Fraud Offences) Act 2001. Anyone 
convicted of a theft offence is liable to a fine or up to 10 years imprisonment. Under section 14 
of the Act, a person found guilty of robbery (theft using coercion or force) is potentially liable 
on conviction on indictment to life imprisonment. As the Deputy will appreciate, the sentence 
in any individual case is a matter for the presiding Judge.

The table below, which has been provided to me the Central Statistics Office (CSO), sets 
out the number of recorded incidents of bicycle theft in 2020 and up to end quarter 1 of 2021. 
Please note that these crime statistics are published under reservation.

Recorded incidents of bicycle theft 2020 to quarter 1, 2021 2020 2021

Incident type - 0824 Theft/Unauthorised taking of a pedal cycle  - Source data from An Garda Síochána 5,229 812

The Central Statistics Office (CSO) produce regular quarterly updates on the crime figures 
and make these available on their website at the following link: 

www.cso.ie/en/statistics/crimeandjustice/recordedcrime-statisticsunderreservation/

The next quarterly release will include the period from 1st April 2021 to 30th June. In the in-
terim, I am advised by the Garda authorities that a search of the PULSE database was conducted 
on the 28 June 2021 to identify any incidents of theft or unauthorised taking of a pedal cycle 
reported between 1 April 2021 and 27 June 2021 inclusive. An Garda Síochána confirm that 
1,057 incidents of bicycle theft were reported during this period. These figures are operational 
and may be liable to change. Crime counting rules are applied.
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The Deputy may be aware that there are a number of initiatives being taken by An Garda 
Síochána to tackle bike theft, including the ‘Lock it or Lose it’ initiative which was announced 
on 13 May and which focuses on reminding the public to take extra precautions to keep their 
bikes safe by locking them in the most secure way possible.

The Blue Bike scheme has also been designed to highlight bike theft hotspots by placing an 
end of life bike, painted blue, in such areas with a large sign, warning members of the public to 
lock their bikes and be aware of bike theft. This scheme has three goals:

1. To warn the public that bike thieves are operating in the area;

2. To deter crime by informing offenders that An Garda Síochána are monitoring the area; 
and

3. To thereby create a safer place for members of the public to lock and secure their bikes.

I am informed that, in addition to the ‘Lock it or Lose it’ and Blue Bike initiatives, Gardaí 
will be resuming property marking schemes and the use of so-called ‘bait bicycles’ in areas 
which have been identified as bike theft hotspots as we emerge from COVID-19. Other re-
sponses that will be pursued by Gardaí include surveillance of known offenders, the monitor-
ing of any offenders’ current bail conditions and where necessary the appropriate action of any 
breach of their bail with the relevant courts, and proactive policing, both overt and covert, of 
hotspot areas.

30/06/2021WRL00200An Garda Síochána

30/06/2021WRL00300187. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Justice the number of cases 
Limerick divisional protection services have dealt with since they came into effect; and if she 
will make a statement on the matter. [35210/21]

30/06/2021WRL00400Minister for Justice (Deputy Heather Humphreys): Under the Garda Síochána Act 2005 
as amended, the Garda Commissioner is responsible for carrying out and managing and con-
trolling generally the administration and business of an Garda Síochána, including operational 
matters and the distribution of resources. 

I have been informed by the Commissioner that the Limerick DPSU (Divisional Protective 
Services Unit) has dealt with slightly in excess of 1600 incidents, including TUSLA referrals, 
since 2017. It is understood that these matters are at various stages of investigation.

The roll-out of these DPSUs meets a key commitment in A Policing Service for the Future, 
the four-year implementation plan giving effect to the recommendations of the Commission on 
the Future of Policing in Ireland. 

I am pleased that the rollout of DPSUs is now complete and there are units available in ev-
ery Garda division. These units deliver a consistent and professional approach to the investiga-
tion of specialised crime types, including sexual crime, child abuse and domestic abuse and will 
ensure that when vulnerable victims present to Gardaí they are met with professional, sensitive 
and expert assistance. 

  Question No. 188 answered with Question No. 180.

  Question No. 189 answered with Question No. 185.
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30/06/2021WRL00700Health Services

30/06/2021WRL00800190. Deputy Réada Cronin asked the Minister for Health the number of stillbirths in wom-
en with Covid-19 in the period since the onset of the pandemic to date; the percentage of those 
stillbirths compared to the number of births overall in tabular form; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [26840/21]

30/06/2021WRL00900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRL01000Dental Services 

30/06/2021WRL01100191. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 164 of 29 April 2021, the details of the orthodontic waiting list initiative referenced in 
the response; the details of the specific timeframe for the delivery of these initiatives; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [26865/21]

30/06/2021WRL01200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRL01300Health Service Executive

30/06/2021WRL01400192. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the details of the nature, value 
and duration of contracts with a company (details supplied) to provide services in relation to 
contact tracing. [26869/21]

30/06/2021WRL01500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.  

30/06/2021WRL01600Covid-19 Pandemic
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30/06/2021WRL01700193. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health the process in place for 
exemption from mandatory hotel quarantine in respect of persons travelling for unavoidable, 
imperative and time sensitive treatments; the way this exemption is determined; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [26902/21]

30/06/2021WRL01800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Mandatory hotel quarantine has been 
introduced as one element of Ireland’s public health measures to combat the transmission of 
COVID-19 variants of concern.

The Health Act 1947, as amended, provides that all persons arriving in Ireland from a desig-
nated state, or having travelled through a designated state in the previous 14 days, are required 
to undergo mandatory quarantine in a designated facility unless they are an exempted traveller 
under the Act. All applicable travellers must reserve and pay for a place in mandatory hotel 
quarantine.

The Act identifies those who are exempt from mandatory hotel quarantine, and a full list of 
exemptions can be accessed on www.gov.ie/quarantine.  

With effect from 8th May, if a person has travelled abroad for unavoidable, imperative and 
time-sensitive medical reasons they will not be required to undergo mandatory hotel quarantine 
on their return to Ireland.  They will be required to present a medical certificate from a regis-
tered medical practitioner or from a person holding an equivalent qualification outside the State 
to the effect that they had an unavoidable, imperative and time-sensitive reason for so travel-
ling. In addition, any carer or dependent travelling with this person will also be exempted from 
the requirement to undergo mandatory hotel quarantine.

A person whose medical situation is not deemed to be unavoidable, imperative and time-
sensitive or who does not have appropriate medical certification is not exempt from mandatory 
hotel quarantine. For a person to qualify for this exemption, the medical reason for travel to the 
State must be all of the following:

-  unavoidable: that is, not elective

-  imperative: that is, urgent and essential

-  time sensitive: that is, the medical condition or medical need which is the reason for travel 
is such that a delay in treatment would cause irreparable or very significant harm

A registered medical practitioner or person with equivalent qualifications outside the State 
must assess and certify the medical reasons claimed. Practitioners should bear in mind that all 
three conditions must be met – the reason must be unavoidable, imperative and time-sensitive. 
Not all medical needs or treatments will meet these conditions, so it is important to consult a 
doctor before travelling to confirm that he or she will be able to provide the appropriate certi-
fication.

A person whose medical situation does not meet this test or who does not have appropri-
ate medical certification is not exempt from mandatory hotel quarantine. Travellers wishing to 
avail of this exemption must note that both elements must be satisfied – they must have medi-
cal certification and must also be able to satisfy border control staff that their treatment was 
‘unavoidable, imperative and time-sensitive’; cosmetic procedures, for example, are very un-
likely to meet this standard. However, they can still, after entering mandatory hotel quarantine, 
request a review of their quarantine on grounds of their medical needs. Further information on 
the review (appeals) procedure is set out below.

As of 17th April, passengers who are ‘fully vaccinated’ and have the documents to confirm 
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this are no longer required to complete mandatory hotel quarantine on arrival in Ireland. De-
pendents, including children, will also be exempted from the requirement to complete manda-
tory hotel quarantine in this instance. Please note that the 4 EMA approved vaccines currently 
accepted have specific definitions for when a person would be considered ‘fully vaccinated’.

Passengers who are fully vaccinated and exempt from hotel quarantine are still subject to 
other travel restrictions, such as the need to provide a negative pre-departure PCR test and com-
plete a period of self-quarantine at home or wherever specified in their passenger locator form.

It is important to note that the list of designated states will be subject to change at short no-
tice and passengers are required to check the list before travelling to Ireland, to be sure of their 
obligations.

Neither I as Minister for Health nor my Department have any role in decisions relating to 
whether individual persons must enter mandatory quarantine or whether individual persons are 
exempted travellers. All such decisions are to be determined in accordance with the provisions 
of the Act.

30/06/2021WRL01900Disabilities Assessments

30/06/2021WRL02000194. Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Health when a child (details supplied) 
in County Donegal who has been diagnosed with autism, will have a speech and language and 
an occupational therapy appointment for the purposes of assessment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27022/21]

30/06/2021WRL02100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRL02200Hospital Appointments Status

30/06/2021WRL02300195. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if an appointment will 
be expedited for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27049/21]

30/06/2021WRL02400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRL02500Blood Donations
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30/06/2021WRL02600196. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health if persons who are vaccinated who 
donate blood have the brand of vaccine recorded on the donation; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter. [27061/21]

30/06/2021WRL02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Irish Blood Transfusion Service 
(IBTS) is the national organisation responsible for collecting, processing, testing and distribut-
ing blood and blood products in Ireland.  

The IBTS has advised that there is no evidence that the Covid-19 vaccine (either the viral 
vector or nucleic acid types) is passively transferred to patients that are transfused with blood 
donated from vaccinated donors.

The IBTS has further advised that it does not record the vaccinated status of blood donors 
and therefore the vaccine brand is not recorded on the donation.

30/06/2021WRL02800Health Services

30/06/2021WRL02900197. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the impact the ransomware at-
tack on the health service will have on data storage, records, appointment scheduling and other 
operations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27070/21]

30/06/2021WRL03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRL03100Health Services

30/06/2021WRL03200198. Deputy Marian Harkin asked the Minister for Health the plans in place to reduce 
the waiting lists for speech and language services, CAMHS, physiotherapy and occupational 
therapy in counties Sligo and Leitrim; the plans in place to address the vacancy rates for these 
services; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27074/21]

30/06/2021WRL03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRL03400Health Strategies

30/06/2021WRL03500199. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health the basis for the use of the fig-
ure of €3.69 billion in the headline in relation to his press statement launching the Sláintecare 
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implementation and action plan on 12 May 2021; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27081/21]

30/06/2021WRL03600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The new Sláintecare Implementation 
Strategy & Action Plan 2021-2023 was approved by Government on 12 May 2021. The figure 
of €3.69 billion referred to at the time of the launch relates to the continued funding of the 
Strategy and Action Plan through 2022 and 2023 at the same level of 2021 where Budget 2021 
allocated €1.23 billion to the implementation of Sláintecare.

30/06/2021WRL03700Dental Services 

30/06/2021WRL03800200. Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Minister for Health if the Cabra HSE dental clinic 
is to be closed for a duration of time; the dates of the closure; and the other HSE dental clinics 
that are due to close for considerable amounts of time. [27116/21]

30/06/2021WRL03900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRL03925Covid-19 Pandemic

30/06/2021WRL03950201. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the current qualifications by 
which a country is added to the mandatory hotel quarantine list and also removed from the list; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26691/21]

30/06/2021WRL03975Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): States are designated under the Health 
Act 1947 by the Minister for Health following consultation with the Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs and across Government as necessary. 

Each designation and revocation is informed by a detailed and individualised risk assess-
ment on a country basis by public health experts and senior officials.  Recommendations aris-
ing from these assessments are considered by both the CMO and Minister for Health prior to 
designation. 

30/06/2021WRL04000Eating Disorders

30/06/2021WRL04100202. Deputy Verona Murphy asked the Minister for Health the provisions that are being 
made to immediately increase specialist eating disorder treatment beds within the health ser-
vice; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26699/21]

30/06/2021WRL04200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Enhancement 
of specialist services for eating disorders, including improved access and shorter waiting lists, 
remains a key priority for me, Government as a whole and the HSE.

In response to the growth in cases presenting to mental health services, €5.7 million has 
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been allocated for the Eating Disorders National Clinical Programme since 2016. The Eating 
Disorders Model of Care was launched in 2018 and was developed in partnership with the 
College of Psychiatrists of Ireland and BodyWhys, the national support group for people with 
eating disorders.

€1.77 million has been invested to date in eating disorder specialist posts, with 21.8 WTEs 
now in place. In addition, I secured the balance of 3.94M for 2021 and this will enable further 
investment in specialist posts throughout this year. More specifically, it will allow for the estab-
lishment of three new specialist eating disorder teams and the completion of the three existing 
specialist teams. Premises are already under development for the new community team at the 
Mount Carmel site, and is expected to be completed by the end 2021. Recruitment is progress-
ing well for all teams.

The funding allocated to date has seen significant growth and improvement in our services. 
Despite the significant increase in referrals in 2020, there was a 43% increase in the number of 
eating disorder assessments completed, compared to 2019, with twice as many people starting 
treatment.

As of last year, there are three specialist eating disorder teams in place. This means that we 
can treat over 90% of people with eating disorders in the community, avoiding more serious 
inpatient treatment.

Specialist outpatient treatment has been found to be the most effective and fastest way for 
most people with eating disorders to recover. Although there is good evidence that inpatient 
psychiatric care is not required for most people with eating disorders, it is recognised that a 
small number of people, mainly with restrictive eating disorders, require inpatient care for short 
periods, for structured refeeding and/or stabilisation.

In circumstances where in-patient care is required, children and adolescents care is provided 
in one of the 4 Regional CAMHS Units across the country. Linn Dara (8) and Merlin Park (6) 
have dedicated a number of specialist eating disorder beds, and while there are no dedicated 
beds in the remaining two CAMHS units, all beds are available to eating disorder admissions. 
A further 8 beds are planned for an Eating Disorder Unit in the National Children’s Hospital.

For adults, people who require in-patient care are admitted to local general adult approved 
centres and attend generic inpatient treatment programmes. CHO6 has 3 dedicated beds for eat-
ing disorders based in St. Vincent’s University Hospital. The number of adult beds will increase, 
in line with the National Clinical Programme, including an additional 3 beds in St. Vincent’s, 
5 beds in North Dublin, 5 beds in Galway and 5 beds in Cork. Timeframes for new beds will 
have to be established. These beds will be linked to eating disorder hubs. The funding available 
for 2021 will allow for the creation of two new adult eating disorder hubs in CHO4 and CHO9.

Importantly, with the right support and intervention, people can and do recover from eating 
disorders. The Government and the Department, along with the HSE and its partners, are com-
mitted to providing and expanding high-quality treatment and support for all those affected by 
eating disorders.

30/06/2021WRM00200Health Service Executive

30/06/2021WRM00300203. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the person or body responsible 
for the creation of a job advertisement for unpaid assistant psychologist roles within HSE ser-
vices; and if these positions will be readvertised as paid positions. [26725/21]
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30/06/2021WRM00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRM00500Abortion Services

30/06/2021WRM00600204. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he will clarify a matter (de-
tails supplied) regarding abortion laws; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26749/21]

30/06/2021WRM00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, the Health 
(Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018 sets out the law governing access to termi-
nation of pregnancy in Ireland; section 11 of the Act permits a termination of pregnancy to be 
carried out in cases where there is a condition present affecting the foetus that is likely to lead 
to the death of the foetus before or within 28 days of birth.  

However, the purpose of the legislation is not to dictate the practice of obstetrics.  Indeed, it 
would not be appropriate for me, as Minister for Health, to dictate medical procedures or treat-
ment plans; such decisions are a matter for the treating clinicians in any given case. 

The Deputy can however be assured that medical practitioners are bound through profes-
sional regulatory mechanisms to operate in accordance with best medical practice.

30/06/2021WRM00800Health Strategies

30/06/2021WRM00900205. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the status of the implementa-
tion of each of the Changing Cardiovascular Health: National Cardiovascular Health Policy 
2010-2019 recommendations; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26765/21]

30/06/2021WRM01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The cardiovascular policy, “Changing 
Cardiovascular Health 2010-2019”, built on the first national cardiovascular health strategy, en-
titled “Building Healthier Hearts” (Department of Health 1999). The reorganisation of care was 
reflected in the national cardiovascular strategy in 2010 which proposed the centralisation of 
cardiovascular services in order to maximise access, expertise and population coverage which 
formed part of the consideration of the current National Review of Specialist Cardiac Services. 

The National Review of Specialist Cardiac Services commenced in January 2018 with Pro-
fessor Phillip Nolan as Chair of the Steering Group. This Review aims to achieve optimal 
patient outcomes at population level with particular emphasis on the safety, quality and sustain-
ability of the services that patients receive by establishing the need for an optimal configuration 
of a national adult cardiac service. This aligns with the Sláintecare reform programme.

While substantial progress has been made on the Review, the COVID-19 Pandemic has 
impacted on the progress of the review, as the Chair has played a key role in the national CO-
VID-19 response, both as a member of the NPHET and Chair of the Irish Epidemiological 
Modelling Advisory Group. However, it is intended that the Review will continue and work is 
now underway to progress this over the coming months.
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All recommendations in the “Changing Cardiovascular Health 2010 – 2019” have an identi-
fied lead organisation. The Health Service Executive is the lead for a significant number of the 
recommendations.

As part of this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the 
Health Service Executive (HSE). However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the 
HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the 
recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disrup-
tion to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume 
normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a 
position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Ques-
tions at that point.

30/06/2021WRM01100Proposed Legislation

30/06/2021WRM01200206. Deputy Martin Browne asked the Minister for Health the status of his plans to enact 
the human tissue Bill; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26775/21]

30/06/2021WRM01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Programme for Government in-
cludes a commitment to “Enact the Human Tissue Bill”.

The drafting of the Human Tissue (Transplantation, Post-Mortem, Anatomical Examination 
and Public Display) Bill is a priority for the Government.

My Department is progressing work on the drafting of the Bill in collaboration with the Of-
fice of Parliamentary Council with a view to ensuring that Government approval is secured to 
publish the Bill as soon as possible in 2021.  

30/06/2021WRM01325Covid-19 Pandemic

30/06/2021WRM01350207. Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Minister for Health when a parent can travel 
to see their child who lives in the UK without needing to use up annual leave to quarantine for 
two weeks on their return or to have a need to pay for expensive PCR tests; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [26800/21]

30/06/2021WRM01375Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Government has applied more 
stringent measures applying to international travel in order to mitigate against the risk of new 
variants being imported through travel and to protect the progress we are making in suppressing 
transmission domestically. The Government continues to advise against non-essential interna-
tional travel.

At present, passengers arriving from the UK are required to complete a passenger locator 
form, to provide a negative pre-departure PCR test and to complete a period of quarantine at the 
address specified in their passenger locator form. 

Due to concerns around the Delta variant, passengers travelling from Great Britain, who are 
not fully vaccinated, are asked to continue to quarantine until another negative is returned from 
a PCR test taken after day 10. 

These travel measures are kept under continuous review based on public health advice and 
the international epidemiological situation. The Government has announced revised travel poli-
cies to take effect from 19 July in keeping with the EU Digital Covid Certificate. Work to give 
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effect to these measures is progressing on a cross-departmental basis.

30/06/2021WRM01400Health Services

30/06/2021WRM01500208. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the supports and supplies that 
can be provided to parents of older children suffering with bladder incontinence. [26808/21]

30/06/2021WRM01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services.

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

30/06/2021WRM01700Hospital Staff

30/06/2021WRM01800209. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the number of vacant whole-time 
equivalent posts in the Midlands Regional Hospital, Mullingar. [26812/21]

30/06/2021WRM01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRM02000Vaccination Programme

30/06/2021WRM02100210. Deputy John Brady asked the Minister for Health the alternative arrangements that are 
being made by the HSE to source an alternative vaccination centre for south County Wicklow; 
the stage discussions are currently at; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [26835/21]

30/06/2021WRM02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRM02300Insurance Coverage
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30/06/2021WRM02400211. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
regarding the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27713/21]

30/06/2021WRM02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The matter raised by the Deputy is a 
commercial matter for Vhi. In my role as Minister for Health I have a governance and oversight 
role over the Vhi, which is defined by the Voluntary Health Insurance Acts 1957-2018 and the 
2016 Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies. 

I do not have a role in the commercial decision-making of any of the companies within 
the Vhi Group as this is the role of the statutory Vhi Board. I am therefore not in a position to 
request Vhi to provide cover for any particular procedure or service other than those outlined 
in minimum benefit regulations which provide for a broad level of cover which all health insur-
ance products sold in the State must fulfil.

As the matter described in the correspondence provided by the Deputy is of a commercial 
nature between a private provider and Vhi I cannot intervene as Minister for Health.

Question No. 212 withdrawn.

30/06/2021WRM02600Health Services

30/06/2021WRM02700213. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the current waiting times for 
an appointment for paediatric occupational therapy appointments in counties Roscommon and 
Galway; the number of children currently awaiting a first appointment; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27716/21]

30/06/2021WRM02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRM02900Alcohol Pricing

30/06/2021WRM03000214. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health the research carried out in advance 
of the minimum unit pricing Bill particularly in the context of the possible loss of business 
cross-Border. [27717/21]

30/06/2021WRM03100215. Deputy Robert Troy asked the Minister for Health when minimum unit pricing legis-
lation will be introduced in Northern Ireland. [27718/21]

30/06/2021WRM03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 214 
and 215 together.

Provision for minimum unit pricing is contained in the Public Health (Alcohol) Act 2018. 
The measures in the Act were first approved by Government for drafting in 2013. Research was 
carried out on a range of measures proposed for inclusion in the Bill including public attitudes 
to the proposed measures, labelling provisions and minimum unit pricing. Research on mini-
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mum unit pricing was carried out by Sheffield University Alcohol Research Group and by CJP 
Consultants. No specific research on potential impacts on cross-border trade was carried out 
at that time as the Government Decision approving the drafting of the Bill envisaged that the 
measure would be introduced simultaneously in Northern Ireland and in the Republic. 

Earlier this year, my counterpart in Northern Ireland, Minister Robin Swann set out that his 
Department would not have the capacity to implement minimum unit pricing during his man-
date. In order to reduce the morbidity and mortality associated with the way alcohol is currently 
consumed here, including the loss of over 1000 lives each year, the Government decided to act 
on minimum unit pricing without waiting for Northern Ireland to introduce the measure. 

In relation to impacts on border trade the Government took into account the evidence from 
Scotland which introduced minimum unit pricing in 2018 and which borders England which 
has not introduced the measure. 

To examine any potential impacts on border retailers, NHS Health Scotland commissioned 
Frontier Economics to evaluate the impact of minimum unit pricing on producers and retail-
ers of alcoholic drinks in Scotland in the nine months following its introduction. The report, 
“Evaluating the impacts on the alcoholic drinks industry in Scotland: baseline evidence and 
initial impacts”, published in October 2019, found that no retailers or producers reported clos-
ing stores or production facilities, reducing staff numbers, or reducing investment because of 
minimum unit pricing. It also found no evidence of minimum unit pricing having a significant 
impact on the profitability, turnover or employment of Scottish retailers located near the border. 

The timing of the introduction of minimum unit pricing in Northern Ireland is a matter for 
the Northern Ireland Executive. 

  Question No. 215 answered with Question No. 214.

30/06/2021WRM03400Disability Services

30/06/2021WRM03500216. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the reason that network dis-
ability teams in the south-east Dublin early intervention team have not yet been allowed to see 
children for in-person appointments; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27719/21]

30/06/2021WRM03600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRM03700Covid-19 Pandemic

30/06/2021WRM03800217. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health if individual dance training class-
es can take place from 7 June 2021 in line with the reopening of gyms, swimming pools and 
leisure centres which are opening for individual training from that date; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27720/21]

30/06/2021WRM03900243. Deputy Seán Canney asked the Minister for Health his rationale for excluding solo 
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dancing from the list of individual training activities allowed as it is a non-contact, physi-
cally distanced sport with no shared equipment; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27774/21]

30/06/2021WRM04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 217 
and 243 together.

There has been considerable progress in reducing infection levels since the peak of the wave 
of infection in late 2020/early 2021 because of the widespread adherence by the public to the 
public health measures in place, and this progress has been sustained during recent phases of 
reopening in April and May. While there is still a high level of infection nationally, the situation 
is considered reasonably stable and significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out 
of our vaccination programme.   

On 28 May, Government decided to move ahead with the process of lifting restrictions fur-
ther. A range of measures were eased in June, and it has signalled a further easing of measures 
in July and August subject to the epidemiological situation at the time.  

I can confirm to the Deputies that solo dancing and individual dance instruction are included 
as activities under individual training and restarted on the 7 June. 

While there has been scope to continue with the easing of public health measures, our 
approach must continue to be cautious, gradual and on a phased basis, with sufficient time 
between any easing of measures to assess the impact. This will be critical to ensure that our 
progress in controlling the virus is maintained. 

Significant progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent months due to the 
huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved lives and limited 
the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent months we must 
continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health guidelines.  

30/06/2021WRM04100Psychological Assessments

30/06/2021WRM04200218. Deputy Noel Grealish asked the Minister for Health the status of the recruitment of a 
child psychologist for County Galway; the waiting times for children to see a child psycholo-
gist; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27721/21]

30/06/2021WRM04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRM04400Health Services Staff

30/06/2021WRM04500219. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health his position in relation to the 
recent HSE commitment to recruit medical and nursing students as vaccinators; if these posi-
tions will be reimbursed; if the HSE can outline the eligibility criteria; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [27722/21]
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30/06/2021WRM04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRN00200Vaccination Programme

30/06/2021WRN00300220. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if the list of professions which 
are permitted to administer Covid-19 vaccinations will be expanded to include registered phle-
botomists, healthcare assistants and social care workers; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [27723/21]

30/06/2021WRN00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE are building and deploying 
its workforce in order to be prepared for the requirements associated with rolling out the CO-
VID-19 vaccine programme.

GPs, Pharmacists, doctors, nurses, paramedics, and many healthcare professionals, will 
have a role to play in the vaccination programme.

The vaccine rollout is being conducted on a 7-day week basis. Last week training com-
menced for new applicants. Alternative training pathways have been put in place in response to 
the recent cyber-attack.

Ca. 1,400 vaccinators were in place as of Friday 18th June. 

There has been a successful national and local recruitment campaign with over 2,900 vacci-
nators currently being deployed or ready to start from the national recruitment campaign. There 
are a further 3,000 vaccinators in the recruitment process.

It is not intended that phlebotomists or social workers will be called upon to participate as 
vaccinators in the programme at this time.

30/06/2021WRN00425Health Services Staff

30/06/2021WRN00450221. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter (de-
tails supplied) regarding support for early carer psychologists; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [27725/21]

30/06/2021WRN00475Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Report of the Psychology Review 
Implementation Group in 2017 expanded the care group employment available to counselling 
and educational psychologists. The report’s recommendation led to the establishment of a Proj-
ect Team to implement this recommendation.

In February 2019, HSE Community Operations convened a Project Team, chaired by Dr 
Cathal Morgan, comprised of representatives from Clinical, Counselling and Educational Psy-
chology; Social Care, Disability, and Mental Health services; Community and Acute services; 
Operational and National HR; and the Health and Social Care Professions office.



Questions - Written Answers

88

The Project Team was tasked with, inter alia, considering the preparation of a workforce 
plan for psychological services in the HSE, including an examination of the current framework 
for training psychologists for the health service, and the type, and skill-mix, required for the 
future.

The work of the Project Team has been informed by a thorough stakeholder consultation 
process. It is expected that the Report of the Project Team will be finalised in the coming weeks.

30/06/2021WRN00500Hospital Services

30/06/2021WRN00600222. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health when x-ray services will be 
reinstated in University Hospital Waterford; the number of persons awaiting an urgent general 
practitioner referral x-ray in the University Hospital Waterford; the waiting time for such an 
x-ray; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27726/21]

30/06/2021WRN00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRN00800Hospital Services

30/06/2021WRN00900223. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health the progress to date in as-
sessing if arrangements will be put in place for a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [27727/21]

30/06/2021WRN01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Department of Health has been in 
contact with the RCSI Hospital Group and they have advised that the patient in question was 
discharged home on 23rd May 2021.

30/06/2021WRN01100Hospital Appointments Status

30/06/2021WRN01200224. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive a date for surgery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27729/21]

30/06/2021WRN01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRN01400Hospital Waiting Lists
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30/06/2021WRN01500225. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health the number of persons await-
ing hip replacement surgery at University Hospital Galway; the length of time that they have 
been waiting; the average waiting time for such surgery; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [27730/21]

30/06/2021WRN01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): It is recognised that waiting times for 
scheduled appointments and procedures have been impacted in the last year as a direct result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

While significant progress was made in reducing waiting times from June 2020 onwards, 
the surge in Covid-19 cases in the first quarter of 2021, and the resultant curtailment of acute 
hospital services, is reflected in the current waiting list figures. 

On 23 March 2021 the HSE published the “Safe Return to Health Services Plan”, outlining 
a three phased approach for the proposed restoration of services across Community Services, 
Acute Hospital Operations, Cancer Services and Screening Services. It sets target times for 
their safe return and details the conditions and challenges that will have to be met. However, 
the implementation of this plan has been suspended pending the resolution of the recent ran-
somware attack, which is having a significant impact on acute hospitals. The HSE is focusing 
on urgent and time critical appointments and procedures until this incident is resolved. Once the 
incident is resolved the focus will return to restoring routine elective services.

My Department does not have full access to information on the impact of this ransomware 
attack on elective waiting lists but will provide an update as soon as one is available.

My Department, the HSE and the NTPF are putting in place plans to improve access to 
elective care and reduce waiting times for patients. These plans include increased use of private 
hospitals, funding weekend and evening work in public hospitals, funding “see and treat” ser-
vices where minor procedures are provided at the same time as outpatient consultations, provid-
ing virtual clinics and increasing capacity in the public hospital system. 

An additional €240 million has been provided in Budget 2021 for an access to care fund, 
€210m of which has been allocated to the HSE and a further €30m to the NTPF. This will be 
used to fund additional capacity to address the shortfall arising as a result of infection control 
measures taken in the context of COVID-19, as well as addressing backlogs in waiting lists. 

My Department, the HSE and the NTPF are currently in the process of finalising a Multian-
nual Waiting List plan to address waiting lists and bring them in line with Sláintecare targets 
over the coming years.

Due to the ongoing IT issues triggered by the HSE cyber-attack, the National Treatment 
Purchase Fund (NTPF) has been unable to receive weekly national hospital waiting list data 
or downloads. The latest published waiting list information was collated by the NTPF on 13th   
May 2021. The information requested by the Deputy concerning the number of persons await-
ing hip replacement surgery at University Hospital Galway; the length of time that they have 
been waiting; the average waiting time for such surgery, is outlined in the attached document. 
This information is based on the latest available data provided by the NTPF. The NTPF has 
advised that the health system does not collect the data necessary to calculate average wait 
times.  In particular, the time to treatment of patients who have already received their care is not 
collected. The NTPF collects data on patients currently on the waiting list and the average time 
that these patients have been waiting is provided here.

IP Hip Replacement Waiters for Galway University Hospital as at 13/05/2021
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-  0-6 Months  6-12 Months 12-18 Months 18+ Months Grand Total

Galway University Hospitals 57 22 11 17 107

Grand Total 57 22 11 17 107

Mean Num days: 277

Median Num days: 181

The health system does not collect the data necessary to calculate average wait times. In 
particular, the time to treatment of patients who have already received their care is not collected.   

The NTPF collects data on patients currently on the waiting list and the average time that 
these patients have been waiting is provided here. 

30/06/2021WRN01700Eating Disorders

30/06/2021WRN01800226. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the number of specialist eating 
disorder beds in an adolescent mental health unit available in the State; the number in each 
location; the average waiting time for a bed in each facility; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [27741/21]

30/06/2021WRN01900Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): Enhancement 
of specialist services for eating disorders, including improved access and shorter waiting lists, 
remains a key priority for me, Government as a whole and the HSE.

In response to the growth in cases presenting to mental health services, €5.7 million has 
been allocated for the Eating Disorders National Clinical Programme since 2016. The Eating 
Disorders Model of Care was launched in 2018 and was developed in partnership with the 
College of Psychiatrists of Ireland and BodyWhys, the national support group for people with 
eating disorders.

€1.77 million has been invested to date in eating disorder specialist posts, with 21.8 WTEs 
now in place. In addition, I secured the balance of 3.94M for 2021 and this will enable further 
investment in specialist posts throughout this year. More specifically, it will allow for the estab-
lishment of three new specialist eating disorder teams and the completion of the three existing 
specialist teams. Premises are already under development for the new community team at the 
Mount Carmel site, and is expected to be completed by the end 2021. Recruitment is progress-
ing well for all teams.

The funding allocated to date has seen significant growth and improvement in our services. 
Despite the significant increase in referrals in 2020, there was a 43% increase in the number of 
eating disorder assessments completed, compared to 2019, with twice as many people starting 
treatment.

As of last year, there are three specialist eating disorder teams in place. This means that we 
can treat over 90% of people with eating disorders in the community, avoiding more serious 
inpatient treatment.

There are currently 2 eating disorder specialist community teams based in CAMHS, one 
in CHO4 Cork and Kerry Regional Eating Disorder Service CAREDS (operational since May 
2019) and the other based in CHO 7 Linn Dara Community Eating Disorder Service LDCEDS 
(operational since April 2018). Funding has been made available in 2021 to progress the recruit-
ment of an additional CAMHS based eating disorder specialist community team in Community 
Healthcare West (Galway, Mayo and Roscommon, CHO2).

Specialist outpatient treatment has been found to be the most effective and fastest way for 
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most people with eating disorders to recover. Although there is good evidence that inpatient 
psychiatric care is not required for most people with eating disorders, it is recognised that a 
small number of people, mainly with restrictive eating disorders, require inpatient care for short 
periods, for structured refeeding and/or stabilisation.

In circumstances where in-patient care is required, child and adolescent care is provided in 
all of the 4 Regional CAMHS Units across the country. Linn Dara (8 beds) and Merlin Park 
(6 beds) have dedicated a number of specialist eating disorder beds, while the remaining 2 
CAMHS units accept relevant admissions of children with eating disorders. There is national 
coordination of child and adolescent admissions, with transfer arrangements in place as re-
quired by individual clinical need. As of 29/06/21, there are 3 people on a waiting list for a 
specialist CAMHS eating disorder bed. 

There are plans for an Eating Disorder Unit in the new National Children’s Hospital which 
will provide 8 additional beds. The HSE also funds individuals in private facilities. Decisions 
are made based on individual clinical need, as assessed by the local mental health team, and the 
prioritisation of available funding.

With respect to your question regarding the average wait time for in-patient beds, as it re-
lates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas 
are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

Importantly, with the right support and intervention, people can and do recover from eating 
disorders. The Government and the Department, along with the HSE and its partners, are com-
mitted to providing and expanding high-quality treatment and support for all those affected by 
eating disorders.

30/06/2021WRN02000Nursing Homes

30/06/2021WRN02100227. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health the current wait time for the fair 
deal scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27742/21]

30/06/2021WRN02200Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.   

30/06/2021WRN02225Covid-19 Pandemic

30/06/2021WRN02250228. Deputy Patricia Ryan asked the Minister for Health if it will be ensured that persons 
diagnosed with dementia that are in general hospitals are allowed visits from family members; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27743/21]
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30/06/2021WRN02275Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy may be aware, on 23 
June 2021, the Health Protection Surveillance Centre published updated guidance on visiting in 
Acute Hospitals including other healthcare settings providing a similar intensity of care. A copy 
of the latest guidance can be accessed at www.hpsc.ie. 

The guidance acknowledges that some patients may find it very difficult to manage without 
personal contact with others who are important to them even for a short period of time. The 
guidance also acknowledges that many people who are in hospital for extended periods or have 
specific needs may suffer greatly from a lack of contact with family and friends. Furthermore, 
the guidance also provides for visiting in critical and compassionate circumstances, such as 
situations where a patient is significantly distressed or disturbed and although unable to express 
the desire for a visit, there is reason to believe that a visit from a significant person may relieve 
distress.

In acute hospitals or sections of an acute hospital where there is no ongoing COVID-19 out-
break, reasonable visitor access should be facilitated to the greatest degree practical for those 
patients who ask to receive visitors. In general visits should be arranged in advance with the 
ward.  

Within this context, hospitals are required to strike a balance between the need to balance 
the risk of the introduction of COVID-19 by visitors by doing all that is practical to support safe 
visiting when visiting is essential.   

Although the situation has greatly improved, the risk associated with COVID-19 remains 
very real. There is still a risk of introduction of infection, including the possibility of a new vari-
ant of COVID-19, against which the vaccine may be less effective. Therefore, caution remains 
appropriate. At all times vigilance on the general infection prevention and control measures 
must be maintained and public health advice must continue to be followed, including when 
visiting, to reduce the spread of COVID-19 and protect those living in our communities.  

The guidance will be kept under continuing review as new evidence and data emerges. 

30/06/2021WRN02300Hospital Appointments Status

30/06/2021WRN02400229. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health when a child (details supplied) 
will receive a date for surgery; if they have been deemed as urgent; the waiting time for this 
surgery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27744/21]

30/06/2021WRN02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRN02600Hospital Appointments Status

30/06/2021WRN02700230. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive a date for surgery; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27746/21]
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30/06/2021WRN02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRN02900Health Services

30/06/2021WRN03000231. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the supports available for 
a person (details supplied) with severe epilepsy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[27747/21]

30/06/2021WRN03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRN03200Vaccination Programme

30/06/2021WRN03300232. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if he will address the case of 
persons (details supplied). [27755/21]

30/06/2021WRN03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRN03500Hospital Waiting Lists

30/06/2021WRN03600233. Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Health the reason it is taking for 
long for a person (details supplied) to undergo a hip procedure. [27756/21]

30/06/2021WRN03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
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the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRN03800Vaccination Programme

30/06/2021WRN03900234. Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire asked the Minister for Health if the recent cyber-
attack on the HSE will not affect the vaccine roll-out for those who are at high risk in cohort 7 
who are experiencing delays in getting referrals from their general practitioner to a vaccination 
centre as a result of the online systems being down; and the steps he will take to resolve this. 
[27758/21]

30/06/2021WRN04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRN04100Abortion Services

30/06/2021WRN04200235. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health his views on correspondence (de-
tails supplied) in relation to the obligated three-year review of abortion law; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [27759/21]

30/06/2021WRN04300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health (Regulation of Termination 
of Pregnancy) Act 2018 was signed into law on 20 December 2018 and commenced on 1 Janu-
ary 2019. Section 7 of the Act states that “The Minister shall, not later than 3 years after the 
commencement of this section, carry out a review of the operation of this Act.”   

The review is being progressed this year and will be led by an independent expert.  It is 
anticipated that it will take a three-part approach to reviewing the operation of the Act, with 
strands focusing on service users, service providers and a public consultation. Research to in-
form the service user and service provider strands will be commissioned and carried out inde-
pendently, and a public consultation will be held.

Upon completion, a full report, with any necessary recommendations, will be submitted to 
me, as Minister, for consideration. 

I have held a number of meetings with stakeholder groups to discuss the approach for the 
review; this will be finalised in due course.

30/06/2021WRN04400Hospital Waiting Lists

30/06/2021WRN04500236. Deputy Maurice Quinlivan asked the Minister for Health the waiting time for an 
appointment to be seen for a knee replacement procedure at Croom Orthopaedic Hospital, Lim-
erick for a person (details supplied) who is waiting four years for the procedure; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [27761/21]
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30/06/2021WRN04600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRO00200Hospital Waiting Lists

30/06/2021WRO00300237. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Health his views on whether it is ac-
ceptable that a person (details supplied) on a waiting list to see a consultant neurologist in St. 
Vincent’s University Hospital, Dublin has been given an appointment for 1 January 2024; if this 
is in keeping with policy; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27762/21]

30/06/2021WRO00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRO00500Vaccination Programme

30/06/2021WRO00600238. Deputy Brendan Howlin asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 525 of 5 May 2021, his understanding of the effectiveness of each vaccine authorised 
for use in Ireland against each identified variant of Covid-19 in tabular form; his understanding 
of the relative effectiveness of first dose and two doses against each variant; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [27763/21]

30/06/2021WRO00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Covid-19 vaccines can only be ap-
proved and used if they comply with all the requirements of quality, safety and efficacy set out 
in the EU pharmaceutical legislation. Each of the authorised vaccines are indicated for the ac-
tive immunisation to prevent Covid-19. The vaccine manufacturers are required to ensure that 
their products remain safe and effective for the authorised indication of prevention of Covid-19.

The European Commission (EC) has granted conditional marketing authorisations (CMA) 
to four vaccines against COVID-19 on foot of a positive recommendation from the European 
Medicines Agency (EMA). Following the recommendation for use of vaccines against CO-
VID-19 by the EMA and authorisation for use by the EC, the National Immunisation Advisory 
Committee (NIAC) develops guidance for their use in Ireland which is contained in the Im-
munisation Guidelines for Ireland. These guidelines are continuously updated and includes 
guidance on all new vaccines as they are approved for use in Ireland.

Currently there are limited information from clinical trials with respect to protection against 
emerging variants.  Emerging variants require continuous monitoring of the vaccines’ perfor-
mance over time.  A recent study conducted by Public Health England suggests that vaccine 
effectiveness is maintained against emerging variants of the disease with available data set out 
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in table below.

Available here: assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/at-
tachment_data/file/997414/Variants_of_Concern_VOC_Technical_Briefing_16.pdf

Vaccine Symptomatic 
Disease

Hospitalisation

Alpha Delta Alpha Delta
Pfizer / BioN-
Tech
Dose One 49% 33% 83% 94%
Dose Two 93% 88% 95% 96%
AstraZeneca
Dose One 51% 33% 76% 71%
Dose Two 66% 60% 86% 92%

30/06/2021WRO00800Hospital Waiting Lists

30/06/2021WRO00900239. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Health if a hospital bed will be pro-
vided for a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27764/21]

30/06/2021WRO01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT 
capacity and resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

30/06/2021WRO01100Data Protection

30/06/2021WRO01200240. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health if there is a policy of data back-
up in the operations of his Department and all agencies under his remit; and the regularity with 
which data is backed-up and secured. [27766/21]

30/06/2021WRO01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My Department has well-defined indus-
try standard backup policies and procedures in place to ensure the protection of Departmental 
data.

For operational and security reasons it would not be appropriate to disclose the schedules 
for performing backups or to provide further information of our systems and processes which 
could potentially compromise my Department’s cyber security.

Details for other bodies under the aegis of my Department are operational matters for the 
bodies concerned and the Deputy should contact the relevant Director/CEO/Registrar directly.

30/06/2021WRO01325Departmental Consultations
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30/06/2021WRO01350241. Deputy Sean Sherlock asked the Minister for Health the amount paid to consulting 
organisations (details supplied) by his Department and the HSE since 12 May 2021, in tabular 
form.  [27768/21]

Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): My Department has made no payments 
to EY or Deloitte for advice relating to the recent cyber-attack on the HSE and the Department 
of Health.

30/06/2021WRO01400Vaccination Programme

30/06/2021WRO01500242. Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Health the number of versions of 
a vaccine (details supplied) available; and if all versions are authorised for use in the EU. 
[27773/21]

30/06/2021WRO01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland supports the EU Procurement 
Process, the purpose of which is to secure safe and efficacious vaccines for EU citizens.

Covid-19 vaccines can only be approved and used if they comply with all the requirements 
of quality, safety and efficacy set out in the EU pharmaceutical legislation. No vaccine will be 
used until Conditional Market authorisation from the European Medicines Agency (EMA) is 
obtained and any authorised vaccine will be subject to ongoing monitoring in Ireland by the 
Health Product Regulatory Authority (HPRA).

The delivery of vaccines under APAs that the Commission has negotiated on behalf of 
Member States are predicated upon a CMA being obtained from the Commission (on the basis 
of a positive recommendation being awarded by the EMA).

The awarding of a CMA to Vaxzevria provides a high level of assurance that the vaccine has 
undergone rigorous testing and has met the requirements of the independent regulatory process 
as regards demonstrating its safety and efficacy. The AstraZeneca vaccine Vaxzevria (previ-
ously COVID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca) COVID-19 Vaccine (ChAdOx1-S [recombinant]) is 
the sole version of AstraZeneca’s vaccine approved for use in the EU.

  Question No. 243 answered with Question No. 217.

30/06/2021WRO01725Hospital Staff

30/06/2021WRO01750244. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if the case of a person (details 
supplied) will be addressed; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27775/21]

30/06/2021WRO01775Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy is aware, Irish nurses and 
midwives are graduate professionals who complete a four-year BSc Nursing degree or a BSc 
Midwifery degree. The Nursing Midwifery Board of Ireland (NMBI) is the independent regu-
latory body for nursing and midwifery. As a core function the NMBI engages with 13 Higher 
Education Institutes (HEIs) and continues to monitor educational programmes and clinical 
placement locations. The education and training of nurses and midwives is a robust process. 
The degree programmes are provided by the HEIs, and the content is evaluated by the NMBI to 
ensure all  courses comply with EU Directive 2005/36/EC (Recognition of Professional Quali-
fications in Practice) and the relevant national standards.

As Minister, I am acutely aware of the challenges presented by the COVID-19 pandemic for 
student nurse and midwives, and indeed for the entire health workforce. 
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There is no doubt that the provision of education programmes for healthcare students dur-
ing a pandemic is challenging.  Recognising these challenges, I secured additional supports and 
protections for student nurses and midwives which included access to the Pandemic Unemploy-
ment Payment and additional occupational health supports equal to those of employees, while 
on clinical placement.  Furthermore, a Clinical Placement Oversight Group has been monitor-
ing student clinical placements during the pandemic. In order to ensure the safe and effective 
fulfilment of required clinical and practice placements, this Group, informed by real-time infor-
mation and data from all hospital groups and HEIs, provided regular updates to me.

Undergraduate nursing students who do not achieve competence in the clinical environ-
ment while on placement are provided with further opportunities to meet the relevant require-
ments through a period of additional practice placement/repeat placement in line with local 
HEI policy. Students are afforded three opportunities to successfully complete a clinical place-
ment. However, students are not permitted to progress to the next stage of their programme or 
year without successful completion of the required clinical placement modules for the current 
stage or year. Each HEI has designated appeals processes and procedures,  with identified exit 
pathways for student nurses who do not successfully complete the required clinical placement 
modules for the current stage or year. 

As the Deputy is aware, I cannot comment on an individual case. However, I note that re-
garding the case he has highlighted, the appeals procedures is still active. 

30/06/2021WRO01800Disabilities Assessments

30/06/2021WRO01900245. Deputy Denis Naughten asked the Minister for Health if behavioural optometry as-
sessments are available publicly for children with special educational needs; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [27776/21]

30/06/2021WRO02000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRO02100Departmental Reviews

30/06/2021WRO02200246. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Health the timeline for the publication of 
the disability capacity review; if the data from the report can be made available to allow stake-
holder organisations form evidence-based policy proposals; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [27777/21]

30/06/2021WRO02300260. Deputy Neasa Hourigan asked the Minister for Health when the disability capacity 
review will be published; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28041/21]

30/06/2021WRO02400286. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Health when his Department will 
publish its disability capacity review report; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28204/21]
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30/06/2021WRO02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): I propose to 
take Questions Nos. 246, 260 and 286 together.

The  Review of Disability Social Care Demand and Capacity Requirements to 2032 has 
been completed, and publication is expected in the near future. The provision of alternative 
formats which are accessible to people with different forms of disability is being prepared; as 
well as a Framework Action plan to progress implementation, in line with the Programme for 
Government commitments.

As we progress towards the vision outlined by Sláintecare, it is essential that over the next 
number of years, the State moves to a population-based planning approach, based on demo-
graphic and geographic considerations, that reflects both the health and social care needs of 
those within our population, including those who require specialist disability services.

I therefore hope to be in a position to publish the Disability Capacity Review Report in the 
very near future, as this will inform the planning for the specialist disability services to meet 
evolving needs.

30/06/2021WRO02525Food Poverty

30/06/2021WRO02550247. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health the initiatives being undertaken 
in his Department in relation to addressing food poverty; the research or scoping exercises be-
ing undertaken; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [27801/21]

30/06/2021WRO02575Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Frankie Feighan): Food poverty 
is a cross-governmental area involving a number of Government departments.

The Programme for Government “Our Shared Future”, in the chapter “A New Social Con-
tract” contains a commitment to “Work across government to address food poverty in children 
and ensure no child goes hungry”.  There are also actions relating to food poverty under First 5: 
A Whole-of-Government Strategy for Babies, Young Children and their Families, the Roadmap 
for Social Inclusion 2020-2025, and the Obesity Policy and Action Plan 2016-2025.

There are a number of initiatives underway in relation to this area.  In relation to the com-
mitment in the Programme for Government, a Food Poverty Working Group has been estab-
lished by the Department of Social Protection, and this Working Group has the key relevant 
Government Departments sitting on it, including the Department of Health.  From a nutrition 
policy actions perspective, and to assist with the Department’s contribution to the Working 
Group, a Healthy Eating Food Poverty Working Group under the Healthy Eating Sub Group of 
the Obesity Policy Implementation Oversight Group has been established.

The School Meals Scheme operated by the Department of Social Protection, working with 
nutrition standards developed under the aegis of the Department of Health, maintained during 
the summer of 2020 and during the more recent school closures due to the pandemic. Healthy 
Ireland is also working on Nutrition Guidelines for Food Parcels with safefood and the HSE.

A Food in Schools Forum has also been established to provide strategic leadership and guid-
ance on food in schools initiatives, and to help ensure that food provided is representative of the 
Healthy Eating Guidelines and makes a significant contribution to childhood nutrition. A pilot 
meals programme in Early Learning and Care settings is due to take place in 2021, and Healthy 
Ireland is leading on developing nutrition standards for this.

More broadly, the Healthy Ireland Strategic Action Plan 2021-2025, launched in May 2021, 
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features an additional theme on “Reducing Health Inequalities”, and this will be a major fo-
cus of Healthy Ireland and Sláintecare.  The goal of the Sláintecare Healthy Communities 
Programme will be to improve the long-term health and wellbeing of the most disadvantaged 
communities in Ireland, with health-specific interventions targeting smoking, social prescrib-
ing, parenting, healthy eating (e.g. expansion of the Healthy Food Made Easy programme), and 
Making Every Contact Count.

In terms of research, in the Health Behaviour in School-Aged Children (HBSC) report pub-
lished in January 2020 and based on 2018 data, the main study reported a drop of 3% in those 
reporting ever going to school or bed hungry, at 19% compared to 22% in the previous study 
based on 2014 data.  In the HBSC middle childhood survey, in 2018 28% of 3rd and 4th class 
children reported ever going to school or bed hungry because there was not enough food at 
home, compared with 29% in 2014.

30/06/2021WRO02600Health Services

30/06/2021WRO02700248. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if the National Integrated Medical 
Imaging System is one of the HSE systems that has been recently hacked in the ransomware 
attack. [28001/21]

30/06/2021WRO02800249. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the impact of the recent hack on 
the National Integrated Medical Imaging System radiology information system, services and 
patients; and the patient data that is held in this system. [28002/21]

30/06/2021WRO02900250. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if a build project (details supplied) 
commenced and finished; and if so, if the details of same will be furnished. [28003/21]

30/06/2021WRO03000251. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the details the 22 systems (details 
supplied) and the work that was required to be done; if this work was undertaken; and if any of 
these systems were compromised in the recent hack attack. [28004/21]

30/06/2021WRO03100252. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if the National Integrated Medical 
Imaging System radiology information system was hacked in the recent attack; the stage the 
NIMIS2.0 project upgrade is at; and if the NIMIS 2.0 project upgrade go live, build or com-
mencement date was pushed out due to Covid-19 (details supplied). [28005/21]

30/06/2021WRO03200253. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if the java upgrade (details supplied) 
on the National Integrated Medical Imaging System client process was completed;if so, when; 
the way in which it was completed; and the cost to the Exchequer. [28006/21]

30/06/2021WRO03300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 248 to 
253, inclusive, together.

The majority of health systems were affected in some way or other by the recent ransom-
ware attack. If the core system itself was not affected, PCs and clients that were connected to 
these systems were often compromised in some way. The National Integrated Medical Imaging 
Health System was scheduled to get a significant upgrade in 2020 so that the PCs that sup-
port it could be migrated to the latest Windows operating system. It was simply not possible 
to implement that programme of work in the middle of the pandemic. Whilst that did result in 
a scenario whereby many PCs connected NIMIS were running older operating systems, the 
recent ransomware attack was much more sophisticated than a straightforward attack on an old 
version of a Microsoft operating system. The Health Service Executive (HSE) advised the Joint 
Committee on Health on June 23rd 2021 that they plan to push ahead with the NIMIS upgrade 
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after the current cyber recovery phase is complete.

The HSE has reported that operational capacity will remain restricted until full connectivity 
is restored.

As these Parliamentary Questions relate to operational issues, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 249 answered with Question No. 248.

  Question No. 250 answered with Question No. 248.

  Question No. 251 answered with Question No. 248.

  Question No. 252 answered with Question No. 248.

  Question No. 253 answered with Question No. 248.

30/06/2021WRO03900Health Services Staff

30/06/2021WRO04000254. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if roles (details supplied) have com-
menced or are still vacant. [28007/21]

30/06/2021WRO04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRP00200Health Service Executive

30/06/2021WRP00300255. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of HSE computers that 
continue to run on an operating system (details supplied); if any of these machines were the 
key vulnerability in the recent hacks; and if any of these machines were hacked and targeted. 
[28008/21]

30/06/2021WRP00400256. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number HSE machines and 
computers that continue to operate on an operating system (details supplied); if any of these 
machines were vulnerable to the recent hack; and if any were hacked. [28009/21]

30/06/2021WRP00500257. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the number of computers in the HSE; 
and the number of computers that operate under each different operating system in tabular form.

 [28010/21]
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30/06/2021WRP00600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 255 to 
257, inclusive, together.

The recent ransomware attack was much more sophisticated that a simple attack on an older 
operating system. However, as this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a 
matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently 
unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-
attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service 
is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. 
Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide 
responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 256 answered with Question No. 255.

  Question No. 257 answered with Question No. 255.

30/06/2021WRP00900Covid-19 Pandemic

30/06/2021WRP01000258. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
Nos. 914, 941, 945, 947, 954, 963, 981, 982, 983, 984, 988, 1002, 1003, 1004, 1005, 1041, 
1069, 1078, 1083 and 1087 of 28 April 2021, the status of vaccines (details supplied) receiving 
EMA approval; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28038/21]

30/06/2021WRP01100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland is participating in an EU Pro-
curement process with a view to accessing a portfolio of candidate vaccines against COVID-19 
which are being negotiated with vaccine manufacturers by the Commission acting on behalf of 
Member States. 

Four of the vaccines in the EU portfolio have already been awarded Conditional Marketing 
Authorisation (CMA) by the Commission.. The delivery of vaccines under Advance Purchase 
Agreements that the Commission has negotiated on behalf of Member States are predicated 
upon a CMA being obtained from the Commission (on the basis of a positive recommendation 
being awarded by the EMA). The awarding of a CMA provides a high level of assurance that a 
vaccine has undergone rigorous testing and has met the requirements of the independent regula-
tory process as regards demonstrating its quality, safety and efficacy. 

The EMA has started a rolling review of the Sputnik V COVID-19 Vaccine but it has not been 
awarded a CMA to date. The Sinopharm vaccine is not under rolling review by the EMA at this 
time.  www.ema.europa.eu/en/human-regulatory/overview/public-health-threats/coronavirus-
disease-covid-19/treatments-vaccines/vaccines-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines-under-evaluation

30/06/2021WRP01200Departmental Reviews

30/06/2021WRP01300259. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health if he will publish the disability 
capacity review before the end of May 2021; if not, the timeframe for publication given its im-
portance to budget planning; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28040/21]

30/06/2021WRP01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Capacity 
Review of Disability Services to 2032 has been completed, and publication is expected in the 
near future. The provision of alternative formats which are accessible to people with different 
forms of disability is being prepared; as well as a Framework Action plan to progress imple-
mentation, in line with the Programme for Government commitments.
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As we progress towards the vision outlined by Sláintecare, it is essential that over the next 
number of years, the State moves to a population-based planning approach, based on demo-
graphic and geographic considerations, that reflects both the health and social care needs of 
those within our population, including those who require specialist disability services.

I therefore hope to be in a position to publish the Disability Capacity Review Report in the 
very near future, as this will inform the planning for the specialist disability services to meet 
evolving needs. 

I wish to note that there was a delay in responding to the Deputy due to the recent cyber-
attack and that the above outlines the current position.  

  Question No. 260 answered with Question No. 246.

30/06/2021WRP01600General Practitioner Services

30/06/2021WRP01700261. Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Health if medical card holders can be 
charged by general practitioners for blood tests; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28042/21]

30/06/2021WRP01800267. Deputy Pa Daly asked the Minister for Health if he will ensure that blood tests for 
medical card holders when conducted by their general practitioner or elsewhere will be free of 
any charges; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28077/21]

30/06/2021WRP01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 261 
and 267 together.

There is no provision under the GMS GP contract for persons who hold a medical card or 
GP visit card to be charged for routine phlebotomy services provided by their GP which are 
required to either assist in the diagnosis of illness or the treatment of a condition. This has been 
advised to GPs by the HSE. 

Patients are not charged for blood tests taken at public hospitals following referral by their 
GP.

The issue of GPs charging GMS patients for phlebotomy services is complex given the nu-
merous reasons and circumstances under which blood tests are taken. My Department and the 
HSE discussed this issue previously with the relevant GP representative body.  However, it did 
not prove possible to achieve agreement that no charges for blood tests would be applied in any 
circumstances. It is intended to raise this issue again at an appropriate time.

It should be noted that the GP chronic disease management programme which is being 
phased in, having commenced last year, will involve the ongoing monitoring of patients’ condi-
tion and any blood tests required in this context will be covered by the fees payable for this care. 

The position remains that where a patient who holds a medical card or GP visit card believes 
he or she has been incorrectly charged for routine phlebotomy services by his or her GP, then 
that patient should report the matter to their HSE Local Health Office. The local management, 
upon being notified of potential inappropriate charging of GMS patients, carry out an investiga-
tion into each complaint and will, where appropriate, arrange for a refund of charges incorrectly 
applied by the GP.

30/06/2021WRP02000National Treatment Purchase Fund
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30/06/2021WRP02100262. Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Health the options available to 
a person who has been waiting over two years for orthodontic treatment; if they qualify for 
treatment under the National Treatment Purchase Fund; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [28043/21]

30/06/2021WRP02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Northern Ireland Planned Health-
care Scheme, operational from 1 January 2021 for 12 months on an administrative basis, en-
ables persons resident in the State to access and be reimbursed for private healthcare, including 
orthodontic care, in Northern Ireland by the HSE, provided such healthcare is publicly available 
within Ireland. It should be noted that the scheme operates on parameters similar to the EU 
Cross Border Directive. Patients are advised to contact the HSE Cross Border Directive office 
directly for further information on individual applications and types of treatment available un-
der the NI Planned Healthcare Scheme.  

Patients also continue to have access to health services under the EU Cross Border Directive 
Scheme in all other remaining EU/EEA countries. In the context of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
persons seeking to utilise these schemes should review and adhere to the public health guidance 
and restrictions in place at any point in time. 

The National Treatment Purchase Fund (NTPF) works with public hospitals, as opposed to 
with patients directly, to offer and provide the funding for treatment to clinically suitable long 
waiting patients who are on an inpatient/day case waiting list for surgery, having been referred 
on to such a list following clinical assessment by a consultant/specialist at an outpatient clinic. 

The NTPF advise that they do provide treatment for patients who are awaiting procedures 
under the category of ‘Dental/Maxilla-Facial Surgery’. The NTPF further advise that children 
can avail of treatment through the NTPF, including for dental procedures. The key criteria of 
the NTPF is the prioritisation of the longest waiting patients first. While the NTPF identifies 
patients eligible for NTPF treatment, it is solely on the basis of their time spent on the Inpatient/
Daycase Waiting List. The clinical suitability of the patient to avail of NTPF funded treatment 
is determined by the public hospital.

Where resources are available the HSE, through national or local initiatives, outsources rou-
tine orthodontic care to reduce waiting times. Under the most recent procurement initiative ap-
proximately 2,000 patients were transferred to orthodontists in the private sector between 2016 
and 2020. A successor arrangement is currently being prepared and the HSE hopes to place the 
first patients during the summer months.  

30/06/2021WRP02300Legislative Process

30/06/2021WRP02400263. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Health the date on which his Department 
is working towards to introduce the Nursing Home Support Scheme (Amendment) Bill 2021 to 
the Houses of the Oireachtas; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28044/21]

30/06/2021WRP02500Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The Nursing 
Homes Support Scheme, commonly referred to as the Fair Deal Scheme, has been in operation 
for over 10 years and there is broad agreement that the Scheme operates well and continues to 
provide appropriate financial assistance where it is required.

However, it is recognised that the Act, in its current form, does not place caps on the finan-
cial assessment of family owned and operated farms or businesses when calculating the means 
to pay for nursing home care. This places a potentially onerous burden on family successors and 
could challenge the future viability of these productive assets.
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Therefore, the Department of Health has proposed a policy change to the Scheme, to cap 
contributions based on farm and business assets at three years where a family successor com-
mits to working the productive asset. The stated policy objective of the legislation is to intro-
duce additional safeguards in the Scheme to further protect the viability and sustainability of 
family farms and businesses that will be passed down to the next generation of the family to 
continue to work them as productive assets to provide for their livelihood.

This change was approved by Government and underwent pre-legislative scrutiny in the 
last Dáil. Progress on the development of the Bill was negatively impacted by the dissolution 
of the last Dáil and by the COVID-19 pandemic. The response to the pandemic has been and 
continues to be a national and public health priority. However, the Programme for Government 
committed to introducing this amendment to the Nursing Homes Support Scheme and I am 
pleased to say that Cabinet approved the publication of the Bill on the 11th May. The Bill com-
pleted Second Stage in Dáil Éireann 18th-20th May and was referred to the Select Committee 
on Health. It passed Committee Stage today, 30th June, and is due for Report and Final Stage 
in the coming weeks. It is expected that the Bill will be enacted prior to the summer recess and 
will commence shortly thereafter.

30/06/2021WRP02525Covid-19 Pandemic

30/06/2021WRP02550264. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Health if it is considered essential travel 
for a student to travel to the United States to participate in an International student exchange; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28073/21]

30/06/2021WRP02575Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): S.I. 217/2021 states that ‘an applicable 
person shall not travel to an airport or port for the purpose of leaving the State without reason-
able excuse. S.I. 217/2021 sets out a non-exhaustive list of reasonable excuses for travel to an 
airport or port for purpose of leaving the State. For additional details please see the following 
webpages: www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/75d92-covid-19-travel-advice/

30/06/2021WRP02600Disability Services

30/06/2021WRP02700265. Deputy Malcolm Noonan asked the Minister for Health if his attention has been 
drawn to a significant time difference between when HIQA reports on facilities (details sup-
plied) are shared with their service providers and when they are shared with their service users; 
if he is satisfied with such delays; if it is possible that all relevant stakeholders of such facilities 
will be informed of HIQA recommendations at the same time; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [28075/21]

30/06/2021WRP02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health Information and Quality 
Authority (HIQA) is the independent statutory authority responsible for registering and inspect-
ing residential services for older people and people with a disability, and children’s special 
care units. The Health Act 2007 (as amended) empowers the Chief Inspector to carry out this 
function through the processes of registration, continual monitoring and inspection and, where 
necessary, the application of its powers of enforcement. 

Following inspection visits, HIQA inspectors produce inspection reports which outline the 
level of regulatory compliance and non-compliance. The inspection reports are then issued to 
the service provider following which, the service provider must put in place action plans to ad-
dress any areas of concern. Service providers are subject to ongoing monitoring and all of the 
required improvements are inspected again by HIQA in subsequent visits to ensure compliance.



Questions - Written Answers

106

In the interest of openness and transparency, HIQA publishes its inspection reports on the 
HIQA website where they are available for examination by the general public. The exception is 
in relation to centres with very low resident numbers where, to protect the privacy of residents, 
the reports are finalised but are not published. 

There is no statutory timeline for the publication of reports. However, in preparing reports, 
providers are afforded a right of reply so that they can identify any factual inaccuracies or 
highlight any judgements that they believe are disproportionate. The inspection report is not 
finalised until this process has been completed. During this process, the provider is asked not 
to distribute the report until the report has been finalised. This passage of time is considered 
appropriate in the context of the process set out. 

The regulations do require providers to inform residents about how to access the reports 
when they have been finalised. For example, the Care and Support Regulations for centres for 
people with disabilities (SSI 367 of 2013), regulation 20(2)(d) requires the provider to include 
how to access any inspection reports on the centre in their residents’ guide.

I am aware that on 3 June 2021 HIQA issued written notice of a decision to cancel the reg-
istration of Camphill Communities of Ireland (CCoI) Duffcarrig residential centre within 28 
days.  As CCoI do not intend to contest the decision, the HSE is working closely on a transition 
plan in relation to the Duffcarrig centre with a view to identifying an alternative provider.  I un-
derstand that the HSE and the provider have met with the parent representatives of the service 
users concerned and the focus of the HSE is to ensure that residents receive safe services during 
the transitional period. 

30/06/2021WRP02900Covid-19 Pandemic

30/06/2021WRP03000266. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health if he will make public the brief-
ing report he received from senior HSE officials regarding partners accompanying expectant 
mothers to appointments in maternity hospitals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28076/21]

30/06/2021WRP03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Maternity services are a core, essential 
service and must be able to continue to provide 24/7 care during the pandemic. In order to 
protect women, babies, staff and our maternity service as a whole, it has been necessary to in-
troduce restrictions on attendance at maternity services. This has unfortunately included limita-
tions on access of partners to maternity wards, theatres and appointments.  My Department and 
the HSE have been engaging closely in relation to this matter. 

The HSE has advised that in mid-May a review of compliance was conducted in all materni-
ty hospitals/units, based on the HSE-AMRIC national guidance in place. At that time, the HSE 
confirmed that 14 of the 19 maternity hospitals/units were fully compliant with the guidance.  
As of last week, the HSE has advised that all 19 maternity hospitals are now fully compliant 
with that national guidance. 

However, it should be noted that this guidance was limited to planned attendances. Accord-
ingly, the HSE’s National Women and Infants Health Programme has advised that additional 
guidance was issued on 23 June to maternity hospitals. This guidance now addresses unplanned 
attendance, including at the Early Pregnancy Assessment Units, or emergency presentations in 
late pregnancy. The guidance also addresses attendance for women with at-risk pregnancies. I 
am advised that the HSE anticipates that a two-week period may be required to ensure all hos-
pitals are able to address local logistical issues that might arise in implementing this additional 
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guidance. 

  Question No. 267 answered with Question No. 261.

30/06/2021WRP03300Primary Care Centres

30/06/2021WRP03400268. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the number of the 31 primary 
care centres promised in the Sláintecare plan that are to be located in County Cork. [28078/21]

30/06/2021WRP03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Sláintecare Implementation Strat-
egy & Action Plan highlights the development of new Primary Care Centres (PCCs) as a key 
component of the efforts to enhance community care, and to deliver care in a location at, or as 
near as possible to an individual’s home, where it is safe and clinically appropriate to do so.  

The most recent update from the Health Service Executive advises that there are currently 
142 operational PCCs, with a further 30 PCCs scheduled to open before the end of 2023. Of 
these, four are in County Cork and will be located at Bandon, Bantry, Beara (Castletown-
Berehaven), and Cobh.

30/06/2021WRP03600Primary Care Centres

30/06/2021WRP03700269. Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Health the location of all current and 
proposed primary care centres in County Cork including opening dates or proposed opening 
dates in tabular form. [28079/21]

30/06/2021WRP03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Sláintecare Implementation Strat-
egy & Action Plan highlights the development of new Primary Care Centres (PCCs) as a key 
component of the efforts to enhance community care, and to deliver care in a location at, or as 
near as possible to an individual’s home, where it is safe and clinically appropriate to do so. 

The most recent update from the Health Service Executive advises that there are currently 
142 operational PCCs, and a further 30 PCCs are scheduled to open before the end of 2023. 
Of these, four are in County Cork and will be located at Bandon, Bantry, Beara (Castletown-
Berehaven), and Cobh. In addition to these, five further County Cork PCC locations are at the 
early planning stage.

The locations of operational and planned PCCs in County Cork are listed below. 

Primary Care Centre Location    Operational Date/Stage 
Ballincollig Early Planning Stage 
Bandon Planned Q4 2021 
Bantry Planned Q2 2021 
Beara (Castletown-Berehaven) Planned Q3 2021 
Cork City (Blackrock/Mahon) 2011 
Blarney Early Planning Stage 
Carrigaline/Passage West 2017 
Carrigtwohill 2019 
Charleville 2016 
Clonakilty 2020 
Cobh Planned Q4 2022 
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Primary Care Centre Location    Operational Date/Stage 
Cork City (Ballyphehane/Togher/Green-
mount/The Lough) 

Early Planning Stage 

Cork City (Blackrock/Mahon) 2011 
Cork City North-West (Knocknaheeny 
Fairhill Gurranebraher) 

2018 

Dunmanway/Drimoleague Prior to 2008 
Fermoy Early Planning Stage 
Kanturk Early Planning Stage 
Kinsale 2014 
Macroom 2012 
Mallow 2010 
Mitchelstown 2010 
Mizen/Schull 2013 
Newmarket 2021 
Rosscarbery Prior to 2008 
Skibbereen Prior to 2008 

30/06/2021WRP03900Covid-19 Pandemic

30/06/2021WRP04000270. Deputy Kieran O’Donnell asked the Minister for Health if he will seek clarification 
from the Health Service Executive on the further easing of maternity restrictions (details sup-
plied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28080/21]

30/06/2021WRP04100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRQ00200Health Services

30/06/2021WRQ00300271. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health when the current application process 
for the insulin pumps contract will be complete. [28081/21]

30/06/2021WRQ00400272. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health when the new list of insulin pumps 
will be sent to the community drug schemes. [28082/21]

30/06/2021WRQ00500273. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the estimated timeline of the process 
from product review to inclusion on the PCRS for insulin pump. [28083/21]

30/06/2021WRQ00600274. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health the details of the membership of the 
expert group which will review insulin pumps for use by the HSE. [28084/21]

30/06/2021WRQ00700275. Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Minister for Health if there will be any consultation with 
patients or patient advocacy groups in the process to review insulin pumps that may be used by 
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the HSE. [28085/21]

30/06/2021WRQ00800287. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if he has considered making 
an insulin pump (details supplied) available to diabetic patients in Ireland; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28206/21]

30/06/2021WRQ00900293. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health when the new list of insulin 
pumps will be sent to the community drug schemes; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [28212/21]

30/06/2021WRQ01000295. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the membership of the expert 
group who review insulin pumps to assess their inclusion on the primary care reimbursement 
service; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28214/21]

30/06/2021WRQ01100296. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if there is patient involvement 
in the review of insulin pumps to be included on the primary care reimbursement service; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28215/21]

30/06/2021WRQ01200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 271 to 
275, inclusive, 287, 293, 295 and 296 together.

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. 

Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to 
provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that 
point.

  Question No. 272 answered with Question No. 271.

  Question No. 273 answered with Question No. 271.

  Question No. 274 answered with Question No. 271.

  Question No. 275 answered with Question No. 271.

30/06/2021WRQ01700Healthcare Policy

30/06/2021WRQ01800276. Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 207 of 22 April 2021, the funding secured by the National Stroke Programme of the 
HSE for an organisation (details supplied) stroke support line during the Covid-19 crisis to date; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28090/21]

30/06/2021WRQ01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point. 
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30/06/2021WRQ02000Medical Cards

30/06/2021WRQ02100277. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Question 
No. 231 of 12 May 2021, the reason the medical card threshold for over 70’s is not given to 
those at retirement age. [28091/21]

30/06/2021WRQ02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Medical Card provision is primarily 
based on financial assessment. In accordance with the Health Act 1970 (as amended), eligibility 
for a medical card is determined by the HSE. The HSE assesses each application on a qualify-
ing financial threshold. This is the amount of money that an individual can earn a week and still 
qualify for a card. It is specific to the individual’s own financial circumstances. 

Persons aged 69 and under are assessed under the general means tested medical card thresh-
olds which are based on an applicant’s household income after tax; PRSI and the Universal 
Social Charge (USC) have been deducted. Certain expenses are also taken into account, i.e. 
mortgage payments, which helps to increase the amount a person can earn and still qualify for 
a medical card.

Regarding persons aged 70 or older, the medical card assessment is based on gross income. 
As noted in Parliamentary Question 231 of 12 May 2021, this assessment process was intro-
duced for this cohort only, by way of the Health Act 2008, as a means to replace the automatic 
entitlement to a medical card for people aged 70 years and over.   The new gross income ar-
rangements were therefore introduced on that basis and provided for the vast majority of people 
aged 70 years and over to continue to hold medical cards under the new income thresholds. 
The weekly gross income thresholds for eligibility to a medical card for those aged 70 and over 
were recently increased in November 2020 and are currently €550 per week for a single person 
general means tested medical card scheme which is based on an applicant’s household income 
after tax; PRSI and the Universal Social Charge (USC) have been deducted. Certain expenses 
are also taken into account, i.e. mortgage payments, which helps to increase the amount a per-
son can earn and still qualify for a medical card. 

There are no plans at present to revise the current age cohorts for the different medical card 
assessment processes.

30/06/2021WRQ02300Disease Management

30/06/2021WRQ02400278. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health the steps being taken regard-
ing the diagnosis and subsequent treatment of Lyme disease and to ensure that persons suffering 
with Lyme disease or chronic Lyme disease are being properly supported; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28195/21]

30/06/2021WRQ02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRQ02600Covid-19 Pandemic
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30/06/2021WRQ02700279. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Health if a risk assessment has been 
carried out by South Tipperary General Hospital in relation to the ongoing restrictions on ma-
ternity units; if he has obtained a copy of the risk assessment; if such risk assessments can be 
made available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28196/21]

30/06/2021WRQ02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRQ02825Covid-19 Pandemic

30/06/2021WRQ02850280. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if clarity will be provided in 
relation to the way fully vaccinated persons, in particular Irish citizens, who plan to travel to 
Ireland can prove their vaccination or to secure an exemption prior to arrival; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28197/21]

30/06/2021WRQ02862301. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health if there are plans at a European 
level to change the quarantine rules for those who have been fully vaccinated with a vaccine 
(details supplied) and intend on returning to Ireland from their homes in the United Arab Emir-
ates.  [28244/21]

30/06/2021WRQ02875Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 280 
and 301 together.

The Government has applied more stringent measures applying to international travel in 
order to mitigate against the risk of new variants being imported through travel and to protect 
the progress we are making in suppressing transmission domestically.

The Government continues to advise against non-essential international travel.

Passengers who are fully vaccinated with an EMA approved vaccine are exempt from hotel 
quarantine but are still subject to other travel restrictions, such as the need to provide a negative 
pre-departure PCR test and to complete a period of self-quarantine at home or wherever speci-
fied in their passenger locator form. 

These travel measures are kept under continuous review based on public health advice and 
the international epidemiological situation. The Government has announced revised travel poli-
cies to take effect from 19 July in keeping with the EU Digital Covid Certificate. Work to give 
effect to these measures is progressing on a cross-departmental basis.

30/06/2021WRQ02900Covid-19 Pandemic

30/06/2021WRQ03000281. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if clarity will be provided in 
relation to visiting restrictions in St James’s Hospital (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28198/21]

30/06/2021WRQ03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I am aware of how difficult the current 
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visitor restrictions are for hospital patients and their families. 

The HSE has advised that visiting arrangements in hospitals have changed to help protect 
patients and to prevent the spread of Covid-19. Information/guidance on visiting individual 
public hospitals is regularly updated on hospital websites, as well as on the HSE website.

Decisions on visitor restrictions are made, implemented and reviewed at hospital level. Such 
restrictions are necessary to protect the safety of patients, the wellbeing of staff and the oper-
ability of hospital services. The overall level of vaccination of the population is a factor in deci-
sion making, as well as the levels of vaccination of patients and staff. You can be assured that, 
in the context of the rapidly evolving situation, visiting restrictions are frequently reviewed.

I would also emphasise that anyone with symptoms indicating that they could possibly have 
Covid-19 should not visit a hospital.

30/06/2021WRQ03200Patient Safety

30/06/2021WRQ03300282. Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Minister for Health if he will request a review 
into the treatment of a person (details supplied); if there is a formal process that may be used; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28199/21]

30/06/2021WRQ03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this is a service matter, I have asked 
the National Ambulance Service to respond to the deputy directly, as soon as possible.

30/06/2021WRQ03500Health Services

30/06/2021WRQ03600283. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he will address a matter 
raised in correspondence (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[28200/21]

30/06/2021WRQ03700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The introduction of the HPV screening 
test last year was a significant milestone for our cervical cancer screening programme. This 
move to HPV cervical screening, which is a more sensitive test and helps identify more people 
at risk of cervical cancer in the population, means that Ireland joins a small group of countries 
that employs the best-in-class testing to screen their populations for cervical cancer.   

The National Screening Service and CervicalCheck programme have been running a public 
information campaign on the new HPV test this year. This campaign includes explaining why 
we now test for the HPV virus first and what follow-on tests some people may need to have. 
There are a range of resources available on their website, and CervicalCheck also have a Free-
phone number (1800 45 45 55) which people can contact with any queries they may have or to 
seek further information. 

In relation to the specific concerns raised, while I cannot comment in relation to individual 
cases, it is important that anyone experiencing symptoms is advised to contact their GP. It is 
important that the public understands that screening is a population health measure for people 
who are presumed healthy and do not have symptoms, it is not a diagnostic test. Anyone with 
concerns about symptoms should always contact their GP who will arrange appropriate follow-
up care. 

In relation to participation in the CervicalCheck programme, this is voluntary and screen-
ing tests are offered to all women and people with a cervix in the target age group of 25 to 65. 
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In general, people aged 25 to 29 are invited every three years; people aged 30 to 65 every five 
years. Depending on their clinical circumstances some people may be invited or advised to have 
more frequent tests. Further details about how often anyone should attend for screening is avail-
able from CervicalCheck.  An individual’s clinical care team will be best placed able to advise 
what type of tests or care they may need based on their individual circumstances.  

As this Parliamentary Question primarily relate to operational issues, further details may be 
provided by the HSE. 

However, members of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access 
the information to answer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has 
required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and 
the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the 
Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs 
and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.    

30/06/2021WRQ03800Covid-19 Pandemic

30/06/2021WRQ03900284. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health if drive-in movies are permit-
ted under the current Covid-19 guidelines; if not, when they will be permitted; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28201/21]

30/06/2021WRQ04000317. Deputy Richard O’Donoghue asked the Minister for Health his views on the resump-
tion on drive-in bingo; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28262/21]

30/06/2021WRQ04100325. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the public health grounds on 
which drive-in cinemas are not being allowed to operate; if this will be reconsidered; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28271/21]

30/06/2021WRQ04200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 284, 
317 and 325 together.

There has been considerable progress in reducing infection levels since the peak of the wave 
of infection in late 2020/early 2021 because of the widespread adherence by the public to the 
public health measures in place, and this progress has been sustained during recent phases of 
reopening in April and May. While there is still a high level of infection nationally, the situation 
is considered reasonably stable and significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out 
of our vaccination programme.   

On 28 May, Government decided to move ahead with the process of lifting restrictions fur-
ther. A range of measures were eased in June, and it has signalled a further easing of measures 
in July and August subject to the epidemiological situation at the time.  

I can confirm to the Deputy that, in line with the Resilience and Recovery Plan for the easing 
of measures, drive-in cinemas and drive-in bingo resumed on the 7 June.

While there has been scope to continue with the easing of public health measures, our 
approach must continue to be cautious, gradual and on a phased basis, with sufficient time 
between any easing of measures to assess the impact. This will be critical to ensure that our 
progress in controlling the virus is maintained. 

Significant progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent months due to the 
huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved lives and limited 
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the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent months we must 
continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health guidelines.  

30/06/2021WRQ04300Hospital Appointments Status

30/06/2021WRQ04400285. Deputy Peter Burke asked the Minister for Health if he will advise on a procedure for 
a person (details supplied). [28202/21]

30/06/2021WRQ04500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point. 

  Question No. 286 answered with Question No. 246.

  Question No. 287 answered with Question No. 271.

30/06/2021WRR00300Proposed Legislation

30/06/2021WRR00400288. Deputy Jim O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health if he will address issues relat-
ing to assisted human reproduction (details supplied). [28207/21]

30/06/2021WRR00500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, drafting 
of a bill on assisted human reproduction (AHR) and associated areas of research, based on the 
published General Scheme of the Assisted Human Reproduction Bill, is ongoing by officials in 
my Department, in conjunction with the Office of the Attorney General. This comprehensive 
piece of legislation will encompass the regulation, for the first time in Ireland, of a very wide 
range of practices, including domestic altruistic surrogacy.  

The General Scheme does not contain provisions to regulate surrogacy arrangements un-
dertaken in other jurisdictions. As issues relating to international surrogacy concern areas of 
law that intersect across the remits of several Government Departments, my Department is 
engaging with the Department of Justice and the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth in respect of this policy area.

Overall, the aim of the AHR legislation is to promote and ensure the health and safety of 
parents and others involved in the process (such as donors and surrogate mothers), while, most 
importantly, consideration of the welfare and best interests of children born as a result of AHR 
is the key principle underpinning all legislative measures in this area.

30/06/2021WRR00600Covid-19 Pandemic

30/06/2021WRR00700289. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health when gaming arcades will be per-
mitted to open under the current restrictions. [28208/21]

30/06/2021WRR00800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): There has been considerable progress in 
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reducing infection levels since the peak of the wave of infection in late 2020/early 2021 because 
of the widespread adherence by the public to the public health measures in place, and this prog-
ress has been sustained during recent phases of reopening in April, May and June.  

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme and the current situation is broadly stable, the prevalence of the more transmissible 
Delta variant is rapidly increasing in Ireland and this poses a significant risk, in particular to 
those who are not yet fully protected though vaccination. 

On 29 June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and society 
in line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead, with an emphasis on lower risk activi-
ties given the risks posed by the Delta variant. Higher risk indoor activities, including organised 
events, service in bars and restaurants, group training, exercise and dance will not yet recom-
mence, pending the implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status. In-
door settings including gaming arcades are among the settings which will not yet reopen. 

As we further ease public health measures, our approach must continue to be cautious, 
gradual and phased, with sufficient time between any easing of measures to assess the impact. 
This will be critical to ensure that our progress in controlling the virus is maintained.  

Significant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent 
months due to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved 
lives and limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent 
months we must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health 
guidelines.  

30/06/2021WRR00900Disabilities Assessments

30/06/2021WRR01000290. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Health when a child (details sup-
plied) can expect an ASD assessment. [28209/21]

30/06/2021WRR01100Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRR01200Disabilities Assessments

30/06/2021WRR01300291. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Health when a child (details sup-
plied) can expect an ASD assessment. [28210/21]

30/06/2021WRR01400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
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advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRR01500Vaccination Programme

30/06/2021WRR01600292. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive a vaccine; and if the matter will be expedited as a matter of urgency in view 
of the circumstances. [28211/21]

30/06/2021WRR01700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 293 answered with Question No. 271.

30/06/2021WRR01900Medicinal Products

30/06/2021WRR02000294. Deputy Neale Richmond asked the Minister for Health the estimated timeline for the 
process of adding a new drug to the primary care reimbursement service from product review 
to inclusion; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28213/21]

30/06/2021WRR02100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The HSE has statutory responsibility for 
decisions on pricing and reimbursement of medicines under the community drugs schemes, in 
accordance with the Health (Pricing and Supply of Medical Goods) Act 2013. The Act specifies 
the criteria for decisions on the reimbursement of medicines. 

In line with the 2013 Health Act and the national framework agreed with industry, a com-
pany must submit an application to the HSE to have a new medicine added to the reimburse-
ment list.

Reimbursement is for licensed indications which have been granted market authorisation by 
the European Medicines Agency or the Health Products Regulatory Authority.

HSE decisions on which medicines are reimbursed by the taxpayer are made on objective, 
scientific and economic grounds, on the advice of the National Centre for Pharmacoeconomics 
(the NCPE).   They use a decision framework to systematically assess whether a drug is cost-
effective as a health intervention.

As outlined in the IPHA agreement, and in line with the 2013 Act, the HSE will decide, 
within 180 days of receiving an application (or a longer period if further information is sought 
from the company), to either add the medicine to the reimbursement list or agree to reimburse 
it as a hospital medicine, or refuse to reimburse the medicine.

The HSE strives to reach a decision in as timely a manner as possible. However, because 
of the significant monies involved, it must ensure that the best price is achieved, as these com-
mitments are often multi-million euro investments on an ongoing basis. This can lead to a pro-
tracted deliberation process.
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When there is a proposed decision by the HSE not to support reimbursement of a medicine, 
there is an extension in this timeline.  This is due to the requirement of the HSE to issue a “no-
tice of proposal”, and to allow 28 days for manufacturers to make representations to reconsider 
their decision. The HSE must then consider those representations and make a formal decision. 

  Question No. 295 answered with Question No. 271.

  Question No. 296 answered with Question No. 271.

30/06/2021WRR02400Health Services

30/06/2021WRR02500297. Deputy Kathleen Funchion asked the Minister for Health when a person (details sup-
plied) will receive the necessary therapies they have been waiting for given the long delays in 
relation to same. [28216/21]

30/06/2021WRR02600Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point. 

30/06/2021WRR02700Covid-19 Pandemic

30/06/2021WRR02800298. Deputy Pauline Tully asked the Minister for Health the reason that only six and 15 
guests can attend a wedding ceremony inside and outside, respectively while 50 guests can at-
tend the reception for the same wedding; if the rationale behind this policy takes into account 
the size of the location in which the ceremony or reception is to take place; if persons who have 
been vaccinated can be treated as surplus to the permitted number of guests; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28217/21]

30/06/2021WRR02900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As the Deputy will be aware, 50 people 
can currently attend a wedding service (both religious and civil) and 25 people can attend a wed-
ding celebration or reception. On 29 June, Government announced the next phase of reopening 
the economy and society in line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead. While a num-
ber of higher risk indoor activities will not recommence as planned on the 5th July, pending the 
implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status, it has been announced 
that, as an exception, weddings already planned will be allowed to proceed with the planned 
increase in the number of guests to 50 at the wedding reception with protective measures. 

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme and the current situation is broadly stable, the prevalence of the more transmissible 
Delta variant is rapidly increasing in Ireland and this poses a significant risk, in particular to 
those who are not yet fully vaccinated. 

As we further ease public health measures, our approach must continue to be cautious, 
gradual and phased, with sufficient time between any easing of measures to assess the impact. 
This will be critical to ensure that our progress in controlling the virus is maintained.  Signifi-
cant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent months due 
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to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved lives and 
limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent months we 
must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health guidelines.  

30/06/2021WRR03000Covid-19 Pandemic

30/06/2021WRR03100299. Deputy Niall Collins asked the Minister for Health if the position of mandatory hotel 
quarantine for incoming visitors from the USA will be clarified as outlined on correspondence 
by a person (details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28236/21]

30/06/2021WRR03200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): All adults who enter the State from 
abroad are subject to the Government’s current travel restrictions upon arrival, unless exempted.

As of May 28th, persons arriving from the United States of America are no longer automati-
cally subject to Mandatory Hotel Quarantine. However, they are still subject to other travel re-
strictions such as home quarantine, supplying passenger locator form information and ensuring 
they have evidence of a negative RT-PCR test which was taken in the 72 hours before arrival 
in the State. 

Mandatory hotel quarantine is necessary in circumstances where passengers coming from 
non-designated countries do not provide evidence that they have a negative or ‘not detected’ 
result from a COVID-19 Reverse Transcription Polymerase Chain Reaction (RT-PCR) test car-
ried out no more than 72 hours before arrival into Ireland.  

30/06/2021WRR03300Vaccination Programme

30/06/2021WRR03400300. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
will be called for vaccination. [28243/21]

30/06/2021WRR03500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

Question No. 301 answered with Question No. 280.

30/06/2021WRR03600Vaccination Programme

30/06/2021WRR03700302. Deputy David Cullinane asked the Minister for Health if he has engaged with the 
NIAC in order to consider the possibility of an mRNA vaccine as the second dose for the 60-69 
age group; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28245/21]

30/06/2021WRR03800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Ireland’s COVID-19 vaccination pro-
gramme strategy is to distribute all available vaccine as quickly as is operationally possible, 
prioritising those who are most vulnerable to COVID-19. The programme is based on the prin-
ciples of safety, effectiveness and fairness, with the objective of reducing severe illness, hospi-
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talisations and deaths from COVID-19 infection. 

The immunisation programme in Ireland is based on the advice of the National Immunisa-
tion Advisory Committee (NIAC). The Committee’s recommendations are based on the preva-
lence of the relevant disease in Ireland and international best practice in relation to immunisa-
tion. It makes recommendations on vaccination policy to my Department. 

The NIAC review all data relating to COVID-19 vaccines on a rolling basis. Following the 
recommendation for use of vaccines against COVID-19 by the European Medicines Agency 
(EMA) and authorisation for use by the European Commission, the National Immunisation 
Advisory Committee develops guidance for their use in Ireland which is contained in the Im-
munisation Guidelines for Ireland. 

These guidelines are continuously updated and include guidance on all new vaccines as they 
are approved for use in Ireland. The current Guidelines state the four COVID-19 Vaccines cur-
rently authorised for use in Ireland are not interchangeable. For vaccines that have a two-dose 
schedule, the same vaccine should be used for both doses. 

You can read the guidelines at:  www.hse.ie/eng/health/immunisation/hcpinfo/guidelines/
covid19.pdf 

There is insufficient evidence to recommend a change from the authorised two-dose Vaxzevr-
ia® schedule or to support giving an mRNA vaccine instead of a second dose of Vaxzevria®. 
There is a need for further evidence on the safety and effectiveness of mixed (heterologous)
vaccine schedules. Further information is expected in the coming months which may warrant 
an update of these recommendations.

30/06/2021WRS00200Vaccination Programme

30/06/2021WRS00300303. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health when the prison population is due 
to be vaccinated given prisoners are living in close proximity with each other and mostly in an 
indoor setting. [28246/21]

30/06/2021WRS00400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation 
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by 
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the 
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 Decem-
ber 2020. 

On the 23rd of February, I announced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Alloca-
tion Strategy. In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several 
conditions associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, 
national and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed 
analysis of underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or 
death. 

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

On the 30th of March, the Government approved a further update to the COVID-19 Vac-
cination Allocation Strategy. Based on clinical, scientific and ethical frameworks produced by 
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the National Immunisation Advisory Committee and my Department, following the vaccination 
of those most at risk, future groups will be vaccinated by age, in cohorts of 10 years (i.e., 64-
55; 54-45, etc.). The move to an age-based model better supports the programme objectives by 
protecting those at highest risk of severe disease first, which benefits everyone most; facilitating 
planning and execution of the programme across the entire country; improving transparency 
and fairness.  Further details are available here: www.gov.ie/en/press-release/93f8f-minister-
donnelly-announces-update-to-irelands-vaccination-prioritisation-list/

The programme is vaccinating individuals in the custody of the State and this is ongoing. 
This cohort is estimated at 4,000 people and the vaccinations began in March with those aged 
70 years and older. Over 950 individuals in the custody of the State have now received their first 
dose and over 80 individuals have been fully vaccinated. There was anticipated to be a further 
1,000 vaccinations administered for people in the Irish Prison Service last week.   

30/06/2021WRS00500Vaccination Programme

30/06/2021WRS00600304. Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Health when prison staff are due be vac-
cinated given prisons are living places in which persons are in close proximity with each other 
and mostly in an indoor setting. [28247/21]

30/06/2021WRS00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The COVID-19 Vaccine Allocation 
Strategy sets out a provisional list of groups for vaccination. The Strategy was developed by 
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee (NIAC) and my Department, endorsed by the 
National Public Health Emergency Team (NPHET), and approved by Government on 8 Decem-
ber 2020. 

On the 23rd of February, I announced an update to Ireland’s COVID-19 Vaccine Alloca-
tion Strategy. In comprising the initial Vaccine Allocation Strategy, the NIAC listed several 
conditions associated with increased risk of severe disease and death. In the intervening period, 
national and international evidence has become available which has enabled a more detailed 
analysis of underlying conditions that may increase the risk of developing severe disease or 
death. 

The NIAC has now been able to more comprehensively identify those medical conditions 
and to distinguish between those which place a person at very high or high risk of severe dis-
ease if they contract the virus. Medical conditions and the magnitude of the risk they pose will 
continue to be monitored and periodically reviewed. 

On the 30th of March, the Government approved a further update to the COVID-19 Vac-
cination Allocation Strategy. Based on clinical, scientific and ethical frameworks produced by 
the National Immunisation Advisory Committee and my Department, following the vaccination 
of those most at risk, future groups will be vaccinated by age, in cohorts of 10 years (i.e., 64-
55; 54-45, etc.). The move to an age-based model better supports the programme objectives by 
protecting those at highest risk of severe disease first, which benefits everyone most; facilitating 
planning and execution of the programme across the entire country; improving transparency 
and fairness.  Further details are available here: www.gov.ie/en/press-release/93f8f-minister-
donnelly-announces-update-to-irelands-vaccination-prioritisation-list/

350 prison officers received a first vaccine dose in May and further 550 first doses are 
planned for this month. This number may reduce as a number of prison officers may have been 
vaccinated through vaccination centres in their respective age groupings. The vaccination of 
prison officers is expected to be completed by late August.
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30/06/2021WRS00725Covid-19 Pandemic

30/06/2021WRS00750305. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health if provision can be made 
for two persons (details supplied); if they will be required to isolate upon arrival; if a green card 
will be applied to facilitate their travel requirements in the next few weeks; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28248/21]

30/06/2021WRS00775Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the current public health travel 
measures, travellers arriving into Ireland from all overseas are required to complete a COV-
ID-19 Passenger Locator Form, to present evidence of a negative / non-detected pre-departure 
RT-PCR test taken within 72 hours of arrival and to observe mandatory quarantine. These mea-
sures are currently required for all overseas arrivals, even vaccinated persons. 

International travel policy is kept under continuous consideration and Government is re-
sponding proactively to balancing the risks associated with increased travel with the re-opening 
of society and non-essential overseas travel.

30/06/2021WRS00800Covid-19 Pandemic

30/06/2021WRS00900306. Deputy Brendan Griffin asked the Minister for Health when it can be expected that 
mandatory quarantine from France to Ireland to be lifted. [28249/21]

30/06/2021WRS01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): All adults who enter the State from 
abroad are subject to the Government’s current travel restrictions upon arrival, unless exempted.

As of May 28th, persons arriving from France are no longer automatically subject to Manda-
tory Hotel Quarantine. However, they are still subject to other travel restrictions such as home 
quarantine, supplying passenger locator form information and ensuring they have evidence of a 
negative RT-PCR test conducted within the 72 hours prior to their arrival in Ireland.

30/06/2021WRS01100Home Help Service

30/06/2021WRS01200307. Deputy Chris Andrews asked the Minister for Health the reason home help will be 
stopped on 31 July 2022 for a person (details supplied); and the alternative care arrangements 
that will be put in place for the person. [28251/21]

30/06/2021WRS01300Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.  

30/06/2021WRS01400Medical Qualifications

30/06/2021WRS01500308. Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Health the timeline in relation an applicant 
by a person (details supplied) who applied for CORU recognition; the suggested timeline for 
such applications; the number of applications made; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
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ter. [28252/21]

30/06/2021WRS01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): In relation to the particular query raised, 
as this is an operational matter, I have asked CORU (the Health and Social Care Professionals 
Council) to respond to the Deputy directly.

30/06/2021WRS01700Health Services

30/06/2021WRS01800309. Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Health when approval under the 
treatment abroad scheme will issue in the case of a person (details supplied); and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [28253/21]

30/06/2021WRS01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Under the Health Act 2004, the Health 
Service Executive (HSE) is required to manage and deliver, or arrange to be delivered on its 
behalf, health and personal social services. Section 6 of the HSE Governance Act 2013 bars the 
Minister for Health from directing the HSE to provide a treatment or a personal service to any 
individual or to confer eligibility on any individual.    

As this Parliamentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. 
However, given the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT 
systems, my Department contacted the HSE regarding the current status of the patient’s applica-
tion under the Treatment Abroad Scheme (TAS). The disruption to service is on-going, however 
the HSE have confirmed that the latest information they have available is that the patient was 
approved under the Treatment Abroad Scheme (TAS) and the approval letter was issued by the 
HSE TAS office on 16th June 2021. 

Patients are advised to contact the HSE TAS office directly with queries on individual appli-
cations.  The TAS office may be contacted by phone on 056 778 4900 / 056 778 4908; by email 
at treatmentabroad.scheme@hse.ie or in writing at Health Service Executive, Seville Lodge, 
Callan Road, Kilkenny, Co Kilkenny. Further information is also available on the TAS website.

30/06/2021WRS02000General Practitioner Services

30/06/2021WRS02100310. Deputy Cian O’Callaghan asked the Minister for Health the steps is he taking to 
ensure that persons who have not yet received general practitioner visit cards due to Covid-19 
delays are reimbursed for the fees they are charged while their applications are being processed; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28254/21]

30/06/2021WRS02200Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Eligibility for a medical card or GP visit 
card is granted on the date when a completed application has been assessed and the applicant is 
awarded eligibility for a card under the scheme guidelines. Expenditure incurred prior to being 
granted eligibility is not reimbursable.

It should also be noted that the HSE National Medical Card Unit confirmed there have been 
no delays in the processing of medical and GP visit card applications due to Covid-19 and that 
standard processing times have been maintained throughout the pandemic.

30/06/2021WRS02300Vaccination Programme

30/06/2021WRS02400311. Deputy Niamh Smyth asked the Minister for Health when a person (details supplied) 
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will get a Covid-19 vaccine; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28256/21]

30/06/2021WRS02500Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRS02600Covid-19 Pandemic

30/06/2021WRS02700312. Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Health the restrictions that will be in 
place for the summer months in relation to summer camps for children both indoors and out-
doors; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28257/21]

30/06/2021WRS02800Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): There has been considerable progress in 
reducing infection levels since the peak of the wave of infection in late 2020/early 2021 because 
of the widespread adherence by the public to the public health measures in place, and this prog-
ress has been sustained during recent phases of reopening in April, May and June.  

While significant progress is being made in relation to the roll-out of our vaccination pro-
gramme and the current situation is broadly stable, the prevalence of the more transmissible 
Delta variant is rapidly increasing in Ireland and this poses a significant risk, in particular to 
those who are not yet fully protected though vaccination. 

On 29 June, Government announced the next phase of reopening the economy and society 
in line with Recovery and Resilience: The Path Ahead, with an emphasis on lower risk activi-
ties given the risks posed by the Delta variant. Higher risk indoor activities, including organised 
events, service in bars and restaurants, group training, exercise and dance will not yet recom-
mence, pending the implementation of a system to verify vaccination or immunity status.  

Summer camps may proceed however camp organisers must ensure adherence to the public 
health measures in place at the time of the summer camp. The public health measures in place 
will, for example, guide the numbers permitted in pods for both indoor and outdoor activities 
and whether indoor catering is permitted. Details of public health measures can be found on-
line: www.gov.ie/en/press-release/7894b-post-cabinet-statement-resilience-and-recovery-the-
path-ahead/ 

As we further ease public health measures, our approach must continue to be cautious, 
gradual and phased, with sufficient time between any easing of measures to assess the impact. 
This will be critical to ensure that our progress in controlling the virus is maintained.  Signifi-
cant and sustained progress has been made on suppressing the virus over recent months due 
to the huge effort of people across the country. By working together, we have saved lives and 
limited the impact of the disease on society in Ireland. To protect the gains of recent months we 
must continue to practice basic preventative behaviours and to follow public health guidelines. 

30/06/2021WRS02900Health Services Staff

30/06/2021WRS03000313. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health the number of assistant psy-
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chologists that are currently working on a voluntary capacity within HSE services; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [28258/21]

30/06/2021WRS03100Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRS03200Health Services Staff

30/06/2021WRS03300314. Deputy Johnny Guirke asked the Minister for Health his Department’s policy on the 
recruitment of assistant psychologists in an unpaid capacity by HSE services; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28259/21]

30/06/2021WRS03400Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Department has supported the es-
tablishment of 114 paid Assistant Psychologist posts within HSE Psychology Services on a pi-
lot basis, with the posts coming on-stream in a phased basis during 2017, and funding of €3.4m 
being provided for implementation of this important initiative. 

The role of Assistant Psychologist is intended to support the provision of psychology ser-
vices in primary care settings, enabling delivery of early and cost-effective interventions for 
children and adolescents, and is key to delivering a “stepped care” model in which service us-
ers receive the level of required support and/or intervention appropriate to their assessed need. 

The employment of Assistant Psychologists in HSE Primary Care Psychology services is 
intended as a time-limited pilot project and is being independently evaluated. All Assistant 
Psychologist posts were due to complete their contracts by the end of July 2020 when the 
evaluation was originally due to be finalised. However, due to the impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic, it was necessary for this evaluation process to be paused during 2020 and, as several 
months of data was not collected, the HSE report that the initiative has been extended to the 
end of September 2021, after which a final report and assessment of the pilot project will be 
completed. 

Management of the allocated funding and resources to the pilot initiative, including recruit-
ment of staff to the Assistant Psychologist posts, continue to be matters for which the HSE holds 
full responsibility, and in which the Department has no direct involvement. 

30/06/2021WRS03500Care of the Elderly

30/06/2021WRS03600315. Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Health if provisions will be made for 
elderly care facilities that are at risk of having to reduce bed capacity due to a HIQA mandate 
that will require 7.4 square metres between residents. [28260/21]

30/06/2021WRS03700Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): The provision of 
residential care is part of a range of measures to offer a care system that reflects and responds 
to the varying needs of older people who require additional supports.

The safety and quality of care provided to persons living in nursing homes is of the greatest 
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importance. To that end, the Department of Health continues to work closely with the Health 
Information and Quality Authority and nursing home providers to ensure that the highest stan-
dards continue to be met. The regulation referred to states that “On and from 1st January 2022, 
a bedroom in a designated centre which was carrying on the business of a designated centre 
on or before 1st July 2009 or a part of a designated centre where such business was carried on 
before that date shall have an area of not less than 7.4 square metres of floor space, which area 
shall include the space occupied by a bed”.

This regulation means that providers must provide a minimum of 7.4 square metres per 
resident in a bedroom, rather than requiring 7.4 square metres between residents.

The HSE’s National Service Plan 2021 contains a number of measures designed to mitigate 
the risk of a temporary reduction of capacity in some nursing homes arising from both regula-
tory compliance pending the completion of the Community Nursing Unit capital infrastructure 
programme and from infection and prevention control measures in place arising from CO-
VID-19. These include funding for an additional 1,250 community beds to reduce the number 
of older people in long stay residential care through purposing existing or developing additional 
rehabilitation and intermediate care beds, expanding reablement and outreach services and by 
significantly increasing home support hours.

30/06/2021WRS03800Covid-19 Pandemic

30/06/2021WRS03900316. Deputy Michael McNamara asked the Minister for Health the number of persons 
who have stayed in mandatory hotel quarantine to date; the number of those who have paid for 
their stay; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28261/21]

30/06/2021WRS04000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): Mandatory hotel quarantine has been 
introduced as one element of Ireland’s public health measures to combat the transmission of 
COVID-19 variants of concern.

The Health Act 1947, as amended, provides that all persons arriving in Ireland from a desig-
nated state, or having travelled through a designated state in the previous 14 days, are required 
to undergo mandatory quarantine in a designated facility unless they are exempt under the Act. 

As of 27th June, a total of 7,171 people have entered mandatory hotel quarantine since it 
began on 26th March.  Of these, 599 people have been granted payment deferral.  

  Question No. 317 answered with Question No. 284.

30/06/2021WRS04200Home Help Service

30/06/2021WRS04300318. Deputy Johnny Mythen asked the Minister for Health further to Parliamentary Ques-
tion No. 1648 of 21 April 2021, when the review of the home support waiting list for County 
Wexford will be recommenced; the timeframe for publication of the findings of this review; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter. [28263/21]

30/06/2021WRS04400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Mary Butler): As this Parlia-
mentary Question relates to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members 
of the Oireachtas are advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to an-
swer Parliamentary Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary 
shut-down of HSE IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working 
hard to restore its IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be 
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advised as soon as the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encour-
aged to resubmit their Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRT00200Departmental Reviews

30/06/2021WRT00300319. Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Minister for Health if the recent capacity 
review of disability services report and the report by a company (details supplied) on the Cost 
of Disability will be provided. [28265/21]

30/06/2021WRT00400Minister of State at the Department of Health (Deputy Anne Rabbitte): The Review of 
Disability Social Care Demand and Capacity Requirements to 2032 has been completed, and 
publication is expected in the near future. The provision of alternative formats which are ac-
cessible to people with different forms of disability is being prepared: as well as a Framework 
for an Action plan to progress implementation, in line with the Programme for Government 
commitments. 

As we progress towards the vision outlined by Sláintecare, it is essential that over the next 
number of years, the State moves to a population-based planning approach, based on demo-
graphic and geographic considerations, that reflects both the health and social care needs of 
those within our population, including those who require specialist disability services.

I therefore hope to be in a position to publish the Disability Capacity Review Report in the 
very near future, as this will inform the planning for the specialist disability services to meet 
evolving needs.

The Cost of Disability report is not within the remit of the Department of Health and is a 
matter for the Department of Social Protection. 

30/06/2021WRT00500Health Strategies

30/06/2021WRT00600320. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the progress made to develop 
elective-only hospitals; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28266/21]

30/06/2021WRT00700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The development of elective hospital 
facilities in Dublin, Cork and Galway is in line with the National Development Plan 2018, the 
2018 Health Service Capacity Review and was recommitted to in the Sláintecare Implementa-
tion Strategy & Action Plan 2021-2023 (May 2021).  

In 2019 the Sláintecare Programme Implementation Office (SPIO) established an Elective 
Hospitals Oversight Group, under the joint governance of the Health Service Executive, De-
partment of Health and Sláintecare, to guide the development of the elective sites. The Elective 
Hospitals Oversight Group has the following terms of reference:

1. To develop the elective hospital capacity with a ten-year horizon of need, which facili-
tates the separation of scheduled and unscheduled care.

2. To provide quicker, higher quality, safer care for selected, elective patients.

3. To create capacity for acute hospital sites and reduce/eliminate outlier boarding (trolleys).

4. To drive down waiting lists, both outpatient, inpatient and day case.

5. To reduce cancellations.
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6. To reduce acute hospital footfall.

The Oversight Group is following the process outlined in the Public Spending Code, the De-
partment of Public Expenditure and Reform Guide setting out the value for money requirements 
for the evaluation, planning and management of large public investment projects in Ireland. As 
required under the Code, a Strategic Assessment Report has been completed and approved for 
the development of Elective Hospital facilities. This sets out the rationale for investment, the 
alignment of the programme with strategic requirements of Government, some initial options 
and potential costs, and the governance of the programme.  

The Preliminary Business Case (PBC), in accordance with the Public Spending Code, is 
also under preparation. As part of the PBC process, the Elective Hospitals Oversight Group 
made a public call for site submissions from members of the public, the HSE and Land Devel-
opment Agency. The closing date for this call was 4 June. Sites submitted are undergoing evalu-
ation to examine their suitability, including a multi-criteria assessment and cost effectiveness 
assessment with a view to the Preliminary Business Case recommending a single preferred site 
option in each of the three locations.   

Once completed, under the Public Spending Code, the PBC will be assessed by the Depart-
ment of Public Expenditure & Reform and submitted to Government for its consideration.

30/06/2021WRT00800Tribunals of Inquiry

30/06/2021WRT00900321. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the number of claims made to the 
CervicalCheck Tribunal; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28267/21]

30/06/2021WRT01000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The CervicalCheck Tribunal was estab-
lished on 27 October 2020 under the CervicalCheck Tribunal Act 2019. Establishment of the 
Tribunal was finalised with the appointment of the nominated members to the Tribunal with 
effect from 1 December 2020.

The Tribunal has indicated to my Department that it has received five claims.

The Tribunal is the most appropriate venue to hear and determine CervicalCheck claims. It 
has been specifically designed for that purpose. It is, of course, entirely up to eligible women 
as to whether or not they use it.

30/06/2021WRT01100Abortion Services

30/06/2021WRT01200322. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the status of the review of the 
Health (Regulation of Termination of Pregnancy) Act 2018; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28268/21]

30/06/2021WRT01300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Health (Regulation of Termination 
of Pregnancy) Act 2018 was signed into law on 20 December 2018 and commenced on 1 Janu-
ary 2019. Section 7 of the Act states that “The Minister shall, not later than 3 years after the 
commencement of this section, carry out a review of the operation of this Act.”   

The review is being progressed this year and will be led by an independent expert.  It is 
anticipated that it will take a three-part approach to reviewing the operation of the Act, with 
strands focusing on service users, service providers and a public consultation. Research to in-
form the service user and service provider strands will be commissioned and carried out inde-
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pendently, and a public consultation will be held.

Upon completion, a full report, with any necessary recommendations, will be submitted to 
me, as Minister, for consideration. 

I have held a number of meetings with stakeholder groups to discuss the approach for the 
review; this will be finalised in due course.

30/06/2021WRT01400Cannabis for Medicinal Use

30/06/2021WRT01500323. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health the status of the medical cannabis 
access programme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28269/21]

30/06/2021WRT01600Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRT01700Dental Services 

30/06/2021WRT01800324. Deputy Sorca Clarke asked the Minister for Health his plans to address the crisis in 
the dental treatment services scheme; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28270/21]

30/06/2021WRT01900Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): The Dental Treatment Services Scheme 
(DTSS) provides dental care, free of charge to medical card holders aged 16 and over. These 
services are provided by independent dental practitioners who have a contract with the HSE. 
Patients may choose to have their treatment undertaken by any dentist who participates in the 
Scheme.

I am aware that there has been a reduction in the numbers of dentists participating in the 
DTSS since the beginning of the current COVID-19 pandemic. Some people are experiencing 
problems in accessing a service close to their home. However, I have been assured by the HSE 
that their local services on the ground will assist any persons who are experiencing problems in 
accessing a service. 

I am committed to ensuring the sustainability and viability of the DTSS, which will need to 
be revised to align it with modern evidence. There was an intention to commence a review of 
the DTSS contract last year. Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, this was not possible. Officials 
in my Department are currently engaging with the Irish Dental Association to commence this 
process.

  Question No. 325 answered with Question No. 284.

30/06/2021WRT02100Covid-19 Pandemic

30/06/2021WRT02200326. Deputy Joe O’Brien asked the Minister for Health the details of easing of restrictions 
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on partners attending appointments in maternity hospitals; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [28285/21]

30/06/2021WRT02300Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE 
IT systems. The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its 
IT capacity and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as 
the HSE is again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their 
Parliamentary Questions at that point.

30/06/2021WRT02400Medicinal Products

30/06/2021WRT02500327. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health when the inquiry into the his-
torical licensing and prescribing of sodium valproate will be established; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [28412/21]

30/06/2021WRT02600329. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health when the stakeholder group 
currently reviewing safety and risk measures in relation to the prescribing and distribution of 
sodium valproate will be established; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [28414/21]

30/06/2021WRT02700Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): I propose to take Questions Nos. 327 
and 329 together.

Officials in my Department are considering the terms of reference for the proposed inquiry 
into the historical licensing and use of sodium valproate in Ireland, as well as the establishment 
of a stakeholder group to address ongoing concerns relating to the use of this drug.

30/06/2021WRT02800Health Services Staff

30/06/2021WRT02900328. Deputy Thomas Pringle asked the Minister for Health when the four currently un-
filled epilepsy nurse specialist posts approved in 2018 to manage the mandatory patient safety 
requirements for women who are prescribed sodium valproate will be appointed; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [28413/21]

30/06/2021WRT03000Minister for Health (Deputy Stephen Donnelly): As this Parliamentary Question relates 
to an operational issue, it is a matter for the HSE. However, members of the Oireachtas are 
advised that the HSE is currently unable to access the information to answer Parliamentary 
Questions due to the recent cyber-attack, which has required a temporary shut-down of HSE IT 
systems.

The disruption to service is on-going, and the HSE is working hard to restore its IT capacity 
and resume normal services. Members of the Oireachtas will be advised as soon as the HSE is 
again in a position to provide responses to PQs and are encouraged to resubmit their Parliamen-
tary Questions at that point.

  Question No. 329 answered with Question No. 327.

30/06/2021WRT03200Horse Racing Industry
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30/06/2021WRT03300330. Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of hearings of the Irish Horseracing Regulatory Board that have resulted in an investi-
gation of a trainer by his Department and have resulted in a prosecution; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [35012/21]

30/06/2021WRT03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Horse Racing Ireland Act 2016 which amends the relevant part of the Irish Horse racing Indus-
try Act 1994 provides for the Irish Horseracing Regulatory Board (IHRB) to be responsible for 
“making and enforcing the Rules of Racing”. On this basis, the IHRB holds hearings to enforce 
the rules of racing. Such hearings of the Irish Horseracing Regulatory Board (IHRB) have not 
resulted in the investigation and prosecution of a trainer by the Department of Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine.  

In practice, when IHRB officials suspect offences relevant to the Department, these may be 
discussed with the relevant Departmental officials and any investigations required would be 
likely to have commenced in advance of any related IHRB hearing.  

30/06/2021WRT03500Forestry Sector

30/06/2021WRT03600331. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question Nos. 197, 198, 199 and 203 of 19 May 2021, if he will complete 
a needs analysis survey of the industry to develop metrics of the requirements for licensing and 
scheme approvals in the private sector which can inform project woodland given that it is not 
possible to say with any certainty, the number of licenses that must issue to achieve various 
targets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35020/21]

30/06/2021WRT03700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Un-
der Project Woodland, Working Group (WG) 1 are tasked with making recommendations to 
the Project Board in relation to deliverables and milestones in relation to processing sufficient 
licences for the sector and dealing with the current backlog of licences.  Working Group 1 has a 
wide representation of stakeholders that are well placed to carry out these tasks and will receive 
any assistance they require in terms of their work in determining the requirement of the sector 
in terms of the Departments licensing and scheme approvals.  In addition, WG 3 are working 
on a customer charter for applicants.

I expect recommendations on both of these to issue soon to the Project Board overseeing the 
implementation of Project Woodland who will give it their full and immediate attention.

30/06/2021WRT03800Forestry Sector

30/06/2021WRT03900332. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question Nos. 204, 205, 206, 207, 208, 209 and 210 of 19 May 2021, if 
he has informed working group 2 of the failure in public consultation procedures that occurred; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35021/21]

30/06/2021WRT04000333. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question Nos. 204 205, 206, 207,208, 209 and 210, of 19 May 2021, if, 
given that many of the comments were just suggested textual changes to improve the practical 
implementation of various measure set out in the documents; the reason for not releasing the 
submissions received to the public domain to prove same; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [35022/21]
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30/06/2021WRT04100334. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question Nos. 204, 205, 206, 207, 208, 209 and 210 of 19 May 2021, if 
any TFL issued with conditionality of adhering to the standards for felling and reafforestation 
are enforceable by his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35023/21]

30/06/2021WRT04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 332 to 334, inclusive, together.

New interim ‘Standards for Felling and Reforestation’ were circulated to the sector in Oc-
tober 2019 and this is still the current document today.  These Standards immediately replaced 
the measures relating to felling which were set out in ‘Forest Harvesting & the Environment 
Guidelines (2000)’.  

The 2019 document sets out the standards that apply to all felling (thinning and clearfelling) 
and reforestation projects on all sites throughout Ireland, undertaken under a felling licence is-
sued by the Department under the Forestry Regulations, 2017 (S.I. No. 191/2017). 

When released in October 2019, comments on the document were sought from stakehold-
ers and I understand ten submissions were received.  Many of the comments suggested textual 
changes to improve the practical implementation of various measures set out in the document. 

The Department has, in the past, released submissions received in relation to its consultation 
processes.  In relation to the consultation process around the Standards for Felling and Refor-
estation, when requests for submissions were sought, it was not stated that these submissions 
would be made public and, therefore, they were not made public.  To make these submissions 
public, the Department would first have to seek the permission of the consultees.

Where stated as a condition of a felling licence, they are a legal requirement.  Failure to 
adhere to a condition of a licence may result in a licence being suspended or revoked.  This is 
enforceable.

Under the ‘Implementation of the Mackinnon Report’, the updating of 2019 Forest Standard 
documents is a key deliverable.  The Department is committed to updating this document and 
appropriate consultation will be put in place to support this.  

  Question No. 333 answered with Question No. 332.

  Question No. 334 answered with Question No. 332.

30/06/2021WRU00300Forestry Sector

30/06/2021WRU00400335. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 358 and 359 of 20 May 2021, if the proposed scheme 
to plant trees along rivers and watercourses to act as carbon sinks and interceptors of nutrients 
currently being prepared by the Minister for State will be considered afforestation; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [35024/21]

30/06/2021WRU00500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine provides grant aid for the establishment of a 
wide range of tree planting measures which play an important role in environmental protection 
and removing and storing carbon from the atmosphere. Forests which are 0.1 hectares or more 
in size have the capacity to reach at least five metres in height and, with a minimum canopy 
cover of at least 20%, are accounted for and reported under Ireland’s international reporting 
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requirements. 

Any existing and new tree planting measures proposed which satisfy these criteria will be 
reported and accounted against Ireland’s climate change targets.  

30/06/2021WRU00600Forestry Sector

30/06/2021WRU00700336. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 358 and 359 of 20 May 2021, if the proposed scheme 
to plant trees along rivers and watercourses to act as carbon sinks and interceptors of nutrients 
currently being prepared by the Minister for State will facilitate the owner of the land being the 
beneficial owner of the carbon and environmental services; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [35025/21]

30/06/2021WRU00800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): There 
is no inherent private property right to greenhouse gas emissions or removals by forests, wheth-
er on lands held by the State or privately owned. The Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine provides grant aid for the establishment of a wide range of tree planting measures which 
play an important role in environmental protection and removing and storing carbon from the 
atmosphere. 

Forests which are 0.1 hectares or more in size, have the capacity to reach at least five metres 
in height and with a minimum canopy cover of at least 20% are accounted and reported under 
Ireland’s international reporting requirements under the forest land use categories. Any existing 
and new tree planting measures proposed which satisfy these criteria will be reported and ac-
counted against Ireland’s climate change targets by the State. 

The EU Green Deal and farm to fork strategy will examine ways to incentivise farmers to 
encourage carbon farming initiatives. Forests and tree planting measures play a positive role in 
removing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. Any existing and proposed tree planting mea-
sures will be targeted at protecting the environmental and removing carbon dioxide form the 
atmosphere.   

30/06/2021WRU00900Departmental Schemes

30/06/2021WRU01000337. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
plans to revise the ash dieback reconstitution and underplanting scheme; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [35026/21]

30/06/2021WRU01100338. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question Nos. 544, 545, 546, 547, 548, 549, 550, 551, 552 and 553 of 25 
May 2021, if no commitment is given by his Department in the farmers charter or any other De-
partmental protocol that commits his Department to writing directly to each applicant for the re-
constitution and underplanting scheme to update them on their application and the requirements 
of circular 5 21 on their application; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35027/21]

30/06/2021WRU01200339. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question Nos. 544, 545, 546, 547, 548, 549, 550, 551, 552 and 553 of 25 
May 2021, if he informed the registered foresters that they are expected to revert to and inform 
the landowner applicants for the reconstitution and underplanting scheme of the requirements 
of the circular and the way a specific application may be impacted; and if he will make a state-
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ment on the matter. [35028/21]

30/06/2021WRU01300341. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question Nos. 544, 545, 546,547, 548, 549, 550, 551, 552 and 553 of 
25 May 2021, the total area of ash in the country; the estimated area of ash excluded from the 
reconstitution and underplanting scheme due to age, height and disease infection rates; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [35030/21]

30/06/2021WRU01400356. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
he will undertake a needs analysis of forest owners whose forests have been infected with ash 
dieback; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35064/21]

30/06/2021WRU01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 337 to 339, inclusive, 341 and 356 together.

The National Forest Inventory 2017 records ash as approximately 25,280 ha, or 3.8% of the 
stocked forest area.  This includes ash that may be a minor species in a mixed plantation.

The area of ash planted since 1990 is 15,897ha, of which 3,284 is over 25 years of age 
(planted 1990-1995) and thus not eligible for the reconstitution and underplanting scheme.

The reconstitution and underplanting scheme is not available to owners of ash plantations 
with low levels of infection (<4%). The level of plantation infection cannot be determined in 
any way other than through a site inspection and, therefore,  it is not possible to estimate the 
area of ash plantations with low levels of infection. Nor does the Department have data relating 
to the area of ash plantation by height and scheme eligibility as this information will be deter-
mined through a site visit.

All registered foresters have been directly notified of circular 05-2021.  This circular is pub-
lished on the Department website, and is therefore publically available for all landowners and 
forest owners.  As the agent for the landowner, it is the responsibility of the Registered Forester 
to fully understand the provisions in any Department Circular and to keep the applicant fully 
informed of any issues that may affect any specific applicant and application. 

Since the first finding of ash dieback disease in Ireland, the Department has provided sup-
port to owners of ash plantations impacted by ash dieback disease. By the end of 2019, well 
over 1,000 hectares of infected and associated ash plantations had been cleared and replanted 
with alternative species at a cost to the exchequer of over €7 million. The nature and focus of 
the support provided has evolved as our understanding of the scale and nature of the disease has 
changed. The current scheme provides the forest owner with a broader range of silvicultural and 
management options. 

The Department will continue to support ash plantation owners and will continue to keep 
ash dieback under review as it evolves over time. 

There are currently no plans to undertake a needs analysis of forest owners whose plantation 
has been impacted by ash dieback disease.

  Question No. 338 answered with Question No. 337.

  Question No. 339 answered with Question No. 337.

30/06/2021WRU01800Departmental Schemes
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30/06/2021WRU01900340. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question Nos. 544, 545, 546, 547, 548, 549, 550, 551, 552 and 553 of 25 
May 2021, the budget available for the reconstitution and underplanting scheme; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [35029/21]

30/06/2021WRU02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Department’s budget allocation for forestry for 2021 is €103.4m.  The Afforestation Programme 
is the main expenditure from this allocation which also provides for payments for other forestry 
support schemes including the Reconstitution and Underplanting Scheme for Ash Dieback. 

It is a demand-led scheme and payments will be in response to approved applications re-
ceived.

  Question No. 341 answered with Question No. 337.

30/06/2021WRU02200Greenhouse Gas Emissions

30/06/2021WRU02300342. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the State has assumed the ownership or beneficial interest or any other rights to all or any of the 
carbon sequestered in Irish forests both private and public; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [35031/21]

30/06/2021WRU02400343. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on whether it is legitimate for a landowner or trust to afforest land under his Department’s 
afforestation grant and premium scheme and to retain ownership or claim or beneficial inter-
est in the carbon sequestered on the same land; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35032/21]

30/06/2021WRU02500344. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on whether it is legitimate for a landowner or trust to afforest land on a non-grant-aid 
basis and to retain the ownership or claim or beneficial interest in the carbon sequestered on the 
same land; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35033/21]

30/06/2021WRU02600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 342 to 344, inclusive, together.

There is no inherent private property right to greenhouse gas emissions or removals by 
forests, whether on lands held by the State or privately owned. The State does not own it - it is 
merely accounting for it as part of international reporting obligations. 

Under the agreed Effort Sharing and LULUCF regulations, EU Member States must account 
emissions and removals of greenhouse gases from the land-use, land use change and forestry 
sector during the 2021 to 2030 period. Where this sector results in a net reduction of greenhouse 
gases, a limited amount of removals may be accounted by the State against Ireland’s overall 
emissions reduction target. On the other hand, if this sector results in a net emission or produc-
tion of greenhouse gases, this too must be accounted by the State. 

Agriculture can be a significant source of emissions as well as forests fires, disease and de-
forestation. These regulations specifically avoid creating an accounting obligation for private 
individuals or companies to account for emissions and removals individually or on land hold-
ings. The existing regulations set out targets and an accounting framework for EU Member 
States and do not create a private market for forest carbon credits or debits. 
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Forest owners and organisations can of course pursue voluntary initiatives in the trading of 
carbon and other corporate social responsibility mechanisms as long as they do not impact on 
the State’s reporting and accounting obligations. Such models do exist in other Countries but 
this is matter for landowners or their representatives to pursue. 

The State’s obligations to report greenhouse gas emissions and greenhouse gas removals 
in the land use, land use change and forestry (LULUCF) sectors are set out under Regulation 
(EU) No 525/2013, while its accounting obligations are set out in Decision No 529/2013/EU 
up to 2020 and Regulation (EU) No 2018/841 (“the LULUCF Regulation”) for the period 
2021-2030. These relate to the EU’s international commitments and obligations under the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the associated Kyoto Protocol and 
Paris Agreement.

  Question No. 343 answered with Question No. 342.

  Question No. 344 answered with Question No. 342.

30/06/2021WRU02900Forestry Sector

30/06/2021WRU03000345. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to the attendance by his officials at the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Agriculture and 
Marine on 27 May 2021, if the detailed calculations used by his officials in determining the 
stated total volume licensed for both 2020 and 2021 in both the private sector and Coillte will 
be provided; the quantity of the stated volume available for harvesting in both 2020 and 2021; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35034/21]

30/06/2021WRU03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): In 
calculating the volumes licensed, the volumes attributed to Coillte are taken from input data 
received from Coillte.  In this way, the Department is aware that over 3.5 million cubic metres 
has been licensed for harvest by Coillte in 2021.  

For the private sector, the formula used has previously outlined both to stakeholders and to 
the Committee.  For clearfells and thinnings plus clearfell sites, a volume of 330 cubic metres 
per hectare is used and, for thinning only sites, a volume of 70 cubic metres per hectare is used.  
Licensed volume however does not necessarily translate into volume that will be harvested this 
year as the licence may be issuing to an applicant who wishes to harvest in 2022 or 2023 or 
beyond. Likewise, licences that issued in 2018 or 2019 may be realised this year. The weekly 
volume outputs are published each week on our licensing dashboard. 

To best estimate the harvest in any one year, the best source is the COFORD roundwood 
forecast.

30/06/2021WRU03200Forestry Sector

30/06/2021WRU03300346. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to the attendance by his officials at the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Agriculture and 
Marine on 27 May 2021, the person or body who has represented the forestry industry on the 
CAP consultative committee; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35035/21]

30/06/2021WRU03400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
CAP Consultative Committee was established in May 2019, and has met regularly since then.  
The Committee includes stakeholders with an interest in, or affected by, the proposed changes 
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in the CAP legislative framework, as well as the development and implementation of Ireland’s 
CAP Strategic Plan. 

As set out in the Programme for Government, the Government is, separately, committed to 
a new National Forestry Programme, and to ensuring coherence between this Programme and 
the CAP Strategic Plan. 

The relevant officials in the Department are, of course, also in regular contact with the for-
estry industry, including through the Forestry Policy Group, which was established in October 
2020 and is chaired by Minister of State Hackett, who has overall responsibility for the forestry 
sector.  

The Deputy should be aware that the CAP Strategic Plan will be subject to public consulta-
tion.

30/06/2021WRU03500Agriculture Schemes

30/06/2021WRU03600347. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers who planted and afforested in each of the previous five years to GLAS, that 
is, 2010 to 2014, in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35037/21]

30/06/2021WRU03700352. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers that planted and afforested in each year for the duration of REPS in tabular 
form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35060/21]

30/06/2021WRU03800370. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of farmers that planted and afforested in each year for the duration of AEOS; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [35105/21]

30/06/2021WRU03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 347, 352 and 370 together.

The Department publishes a range of statistics on its website, including a breakdown of 
farmer/non-farmer applicants.  Whilst there is data for the five years preceding GLAS i.e. 2010 
to 2015, the Department does not have full data for farmer participation in forestry for all the 
years the Rural Environmental Scheme (REPS) and the Agri-environment Options Scheme 
(AEOS)  were in place i.e. 1994 to 2016, as this information is only available from 2009.

Statistics are available for the  Forestry Environmental Protection Scheme (FEPS) which 
opened in 2007 and was available only to farmers who were also participants in REPS. These 
figures are shown below but this would not represent all farmers with forestry in the years 2007 
and 2008.

Farmer participants in the Afforestation Grant and Premium Scheme from 2009 to 2020:

 Year Farmer 
2009 745 
2010 926 
2011 815 
2012 883 
2013 890 
2014 950 
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 Year Farmer 
2015 852 
2016 652 
2017 536 
2018 309 
2019 206 
2020 100 
Number of participants in FEPS (farmers only) in 2007 and 2008:

2007 41 
2008 170 
In terms of GLAS, applicants had the option of choosing parcels for GLAS and also the 

opportunity  to join the Afforestation Grant and Premium Scheme on other parcels.  The GLAS 
terms and conditions outline that afforestation is fully compatible with GLAS and is recognised 
as contributing to the creation of a valuable landscape mosaic at farm-level. The Scheme also 
had the “Planting a Grove of Native Trees” action which has been chosen by over 3,600 farmers 
and resulted in the planting of over 1.5 million trees.

It is clear that there has been a decline in farmer participation in forestry in recent years. 
There could be many reasons for this as farmers have many options open to them to manage 
their land, including the lease or sale of lands.  Non-farmer applicants may also be a relative of 
a deceased farmer, who have chosen to plant inherited land instead of continuing to farm.

Along with Minister of State Pippa Hackett, who has overall responsibility for forestry, I am 
anxious that farmers re-engage with forestry and acknowledge that current licensing difficulties 
are likely a contributory factor in terms of reduced interest.  This is a priority issue for me and 
the Department and is being dealt under Project Woodland.  

Furthermore, the Department is working to ensure that there is integration between Agri-
Environment schemes in CAP and the new Forestry Programme.  It is intended that tree plant-
ing measures will form part of the new Agri-Environment schemes.  The transitional REAP 
scheme (a results-based payment approach for grasslands) has, for instance, complementary 
tree-planting actions.

30/06/2021WRU04000Agriculture Schemes

30/06/2021WRU04100348. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of unique farmer applicants for the REPS per year while it was in operation or since its 
launch in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35038/21]

30/06/2021WRU04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
attached table shows the number of unique farmer applicants per year for all REPS schemes (ie; 
REPS 1, 2, 3 and 4).

Year No of Applicants
REPS Applicants by Year 
1994 343
1995 9,879
1996 13,630
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Year No of Applicants
REPS Applicants by Year 
1997 9,358
1998 9,097
1999 6,716
2000 3,808
2001 12,802
2002 11,001
2003 10,668
2004 18,547
2005 11,569
2006 24,925
2007 881
2008 11,816
2009 16,557
2010 2,076

30/06/2021WRV00200Agriculture Schemes

30/06/2021WRV00300349. Deputy Michael Healy-Rae asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if the application by a person (details supplied) to the REAP scheme will be reviewed; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [35039/21]

30/06/2021WRV00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Results-Based Environment Agri Pilot Project (REAP) is an ambitious, farmer-friendly envi-
ronmental project designed to test the results based approach on a variety of farm types. The 
project will feed into the development of the next national agri-environment scheme.  REAP is 
designed to focus on key learning objectives for participants and their advisors. 

As REAP was oversubscribed, a ranking and selection process was used to assess applica-
tions. This process considered the presence of priority water areas, (as defined by the EPA), and 
the proportion of Natura and ANC land on the holding. The application of the person named 
scored less than the minimum score set for consideration for entry. The details of the selection 
process are listed in section 10 of the REAP terms and conditions.

Letters have now issued to all REAP applicants advising on the outcome of their applica-
tion. Any farmer who receives notification to state their application has been unsuccessful may 
request a review of this decision by writing to the REAP section at the Department. Full details 
of the review option and contact details have been provided in the correspondence that has is-
sued. 

30/06/2021WRV00500Horse Racing Industry

30/06/2021WRV00600350. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if his 
attention has been drawn to the reports made in relation to the horse racing industry by a person 
(details supplied); and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35046/21]

30/06/2021WRV00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Horse 
Racing Ireland (HRI) established under the Horse and Greyhound Racing Act 2001 is a com-
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mercial State Body responsible for the overall administration, promotion and development of 
the horse racing industry.

Section 39 Irish Horseracing Industry Act 1994, (as amended) provides for the Irish 
Horseracing Regulatory Board (IHRB) to be  responsible for “making and enforcing the Rules 
of Racing”, including “making all decisions relating to doping control, forensics and handicap-
ping in respect of horse racing”.   

Funding for these services is provided by HRI on the basis of an agreed annual budget.

Both HRI and the IHRB have informed the Department that the drug testing systems in Irish 
racing are thorough and are similar to those which apply in other major racing countries.

I am aware of the comments made by the person named in relation to integrity issues in 
Irish horse racing. I understand the person named has been invited to appear before the Joint 
Oireachtas Committee on Agriculture Food and Marine to express his views on this issue in the 
near future.

30/06/2021WRV00800Agriculture Schemes

30/06/2021WRV00900351. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of applicants for REPS by county in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [35059/21]

30/06/2021WRV01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
attached table shows the number of applicants by county across all REPS schemes (ie; REPS 
1, 2 3, and 4).

County No of REPS Applicants
Carlow 1,727
Cavan 6,557
Clare 8,662
Cork 14,141
Donegal 11,842
Dublin 415
Galway 19,794
Kerry 10,216
Kildare 2,324
Kilkenny 2,402
Laois 4,098
Leitrim 9,967
Limerick 6,069
Longford 3,944
Louth 3,034
Mayo 19,478
Meath 3,819
Monaghan 3,238
Offaly 4,585
Roscommon 4,965
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County No of REPS Applicants
Sligo 5,566
Tipperary 9,366
Waterford 5,478
Westmeath 4,904
Wexford, 4,247
Wicklow 2,248
  Question No. 352 answered with Question No. 347.

30/06/2021WRV01200Agriculture Schemes

30/06/2021WRV01300353. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
there was a penalty or claw back of moneys, grant or scheme payments to farmers who were in 
REPS that decided to convert a part of their farm to forestry during the duration of their REPS 
plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35061/21]

30/06/2021WRV01400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Terms and Conditions of the REPS 4 scheme stated that where the eligible area for the Scheme 
was decreased, the annual payment would be adjusted at the commencement of the next full 
year. The re-imbursement of aid already paid was not required in respect of lands afforested 
under Council Regulation (EC) No. 1698/2005.  However, where land was afforested during a 
REPS recording year, a proportionate reimbursement would apply for the part of the REPS year 
that had not been completed. 

The EU regulatory provisions for the subsequent agri-environment, climate measure (GLAS) 
which is an action rather than area-based scheme did not provide for such reimbursement op-
tions. They also required the clawback of any monies paid under the scheme on land which was 
subsequently afforested at some later point in the scheme.

30/06/2021WRV01500Agriculture Schemes

30/06/2021WRV01600354. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number farmers in GLAS that did not take the GLAS extension; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [35062/21]

30/06/2021WRV01700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Con-
tracts entered into under the 1st and 2nd tranches of the Green Low-Carbon Agri-environment 
Scheme (GLAS 1 and 2) were due to be completed on 31st December 2020. As the negotiations 
on the new Common Agricultural Policy post-2020 were ongoing, it was decided, with the ap-
proval of the EU Commission, to offer an extension to such contracts to 31st December 2021.                            

Offers to extend were accordingly issued to relevant participants in December 2020 (with a 
small number subsequently issued in early 2021 as transfers of contracts were finalised).  I am 
pleased to note that the current position is that the bulk of the participants in GLAS 1 and 2 have 
extended their contracts, as evidenced by their submission of their claims, as part of the Basic 
Payment Scheme (BPS) system, for payments in respect of GLAS 1 and 2 contracts for 2021 
with a total of 2,355 such participants not availing of extension. This represents just over 6.5% 
of the overall number in GLAS 1 and 2.
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30/06/2021WRV01800Common Agricultural Policy

30/06/2021WRV01900355. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
40% of pillar 1 expenditure must contribute towards climate change objectives and at least 30% 
of Rural Development Plan must focus on specific environmental and climate related objectives 
in accordance with the Cap Strategic Plan draft regulations; if afforestation of areas greater than 
0.1 hectares and over can contribute towards these objectives; if afforestation should form a 
central plank of the CSP and agri-environment schemes; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [35063/21]

30/06/2021WRV02000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Common Agricultural Policy (and associated draft regulations) has been the subject of intensive 
negotiations between the European Parliament and the Presidency and Commission and politi-
cal agreement was reached in the last few days on how the twin challenges of ensuring fair dis-
tribution of payments between farmers, and the achievement of a higher level of environmental 
and climate ambition, can be tackled under the CAP framework. 

Under the agreement, 25% of Member States’ direct payments envelopes will be ring-fenced 
for new eco-schemes under Pillar I.  Additional flexibilities are in place for Member States, in 
terms of a two year learning period in 2023 and 2024 which will minimise the risk of loss of un-
spent funds.  In addition, 35% of Pillar II payments must be targeted at environmental actions. 

The Department will continue to develop a draft CAP Strategic Plan in consultation with 
stakeholders through the CAP Consultative Committee and other forums.  Following the con-
sultation process, the draft plan will be subject to strategic environmental assessment and ex-
ante evaluation and a further public consultation process before submission to the Commission 
by the deadline of 1st January 2022.

  Question No. 356 answered with Question No. 337.

30/06/2021WRV02200Agriculture Schemes

30/06/2021WRV02300357. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
persons or bodies that provided forestry and specifically afforestation opportunity integration 
input into the terms and conditions of the REAP; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 
[35076/21]

30/06/2021WRV02400359. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
further to Parliamentary Question No. 279 of 27 May 2021, his views on whether the tree and 
hedge planting will have a significant impact on meeting the climate change objectives; the 
metrics or targets for these particular activities under the scheme in tabular form; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter. [35078/21]

30/06/2021WRV02500385. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
anticipated area the 5,000 successful applicants to REAP will afforest; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [35216/21]

30/06/2021WRV02600386. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
total area now sterilised to afforestation in the 5,000 successful applicants to the REAP scheme; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35217/21]

30/06/2021WRV02700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 357, 359, 385 and 386 together.
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As the Deputy may be aware, the REAP terms and conditions state that the land being 
selected for the project should not be nominated until after the REAP-trained advisor and the 
farmer have had an opportunity to walk the holding. Similarly, participants will not be able to 
decide on an appropriate use of the budget for complementary actions (such as tree planting) 
until the land has been walked. 

It is important to note that REAP is a pilot project with specific aims as outlined in the terms 
and conditions and should not be regarded as a full scheme. One such aim is to raise farmer 
and Adviser awareness of results based assessments and the potential value of biodiversity and 
other ecosystem services on their farms. The entire project, including the tree planting comple-
mentary action, will be monitored, and evaluated to inform the next national agri-environment 
scheme.

The project was developed using existing resources available within the Department. As 
part of the development of the project, a public consultation was held offering any potential 
stakeholder the opportunity to give their views on the project. Over 1,580 submissions were 
received during the consultation process.

30/06/2021WRV02800Forestry Sector

30/06/2021WRV02900358. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will publish the policy analysis carried out by his Department on the impact GLAS has had on 
afforestation uptake rates and on the afforestation grant scheme; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [35077/21]

30/06/2021WRV03000384. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question Nos. 191 and 192 of 19 May 2021, if the analysis of the number 
of GLAS participants that afforested a part of their farm during the duration of GLAS has been 
completed and is available; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35215/21]

30/06/2021WRV03100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 358 and 384 together.

As the Deputy is aware, farmers who have planted land under the forestry schemes do not do 
so using their herd number and, therefore, are not easily cross-checked with GLAS participants. 

The Department is still analysing the issue and will be in direct contact with the Deputy if a 
solution is identified, as outlined previously.

  Question No. 359 answered with Question No. 357.

30/06/2021WRV03300Agriculture Schemes

30/06/2021WRV03400360. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question Nos. 283 and 288 of 27 May 2021, the total area of land on a per 
county basis committed to the GLAS; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35079/21]

30/06/2021WRV03500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
information requested by the Deputy is being collated and will be forwarded as soon as it is 
available.
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30/06/2021WRV03600Common Agricultural Policy

30/06/2021WRV03700361. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if the 
SWOT analysis and needs assessment for the CSP and the eco scheme and agri-environment 
referred to in his answer to Parliamentary Question No. 292 of 27 May 2021 took account of 
the detail and table in the replies to Parliamentary Question Nos. 283 and 288 of 27 May 2021 
and correspondingly the reply to Parliamentary Question No. 291 of 27 May 2021; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [35080/21]

30/06/2021WRV03800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
SWOT analysis undertaken as part of the development of the CAP Strategic Plan 2023-2027, 
which amounts to 300 pages, details the Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats 
identified in the Irish agricultural sector to date. The Needs Assessment identifies and prioritises 
the high-level needs of the agricultural sector, based on the evidence provided in the SWOT 
Analysis, as well as feedback from stakeholders and the European Commission. Interventions 
will be designed based on the needs identified and an intervention strategy will be developed 
focussing on priorities.

The SWOT Analysis was conducted using both qualitative and quantitative data sources. 
Qualitative data sources included national and international policy papers, research and evalu-
ation papers and surveys. Both national and international quantitative data sources were also 
used. Quantitative data analysis was generally undertaken at an aggregated level but was also 
undertaken at a disaggregated level, where this data was readily available. International data 
sources included Eurostat and the OECD. National data sources included the CSO, EPA and 
Teagasc Sustainability Reports.  

Both the SWOT analysis and needs assessment are available at: www.gov.ie/en/
publication/76026-common-agricultural-policy-cap-post-2020/#developing-our-national-cap-
plan

30/06/2021WRV03900Greenhouse Gas Emissions

30/06/2021WRV04000362. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
annual afforestation rate necessary per annum from 2021 to 2060 to sustain the ability of the 
national forest estate to remove carbon dioxide from the atmosphere; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [35081/21]

30/06/2021WRV04100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Ire-
land’s National Forest Accounting Plan examines and details the carbon balances that are ex-
pected to occur over the period 2021 to 2025 with particular reference to older forests and 
provides indicative trends out to 2050. The sequestration rates of new forests planted play an 
important role in removing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. The question of whether the 
entire forest estate remains a sink is dependent on a range of factors such as the levels of af-
forestation, deforestation levels, the intensity of the harvest and the age class of the national 
forest estate.  

Ireland’s National Forest Accounting Plan adopts the use of models to estimate these chang-
es and, in conjunction with recent afforestation within the last 30 years, demonstrates that Ire-
land’s forests are and will remain a net sink of carbon dioxide up to 2050. However, afforesta-
tion levels will need to be maintained and increased beyond existing levels to ensure that as the 
sink capacity reduces towards 2035 that the entire estate does not become a temporary source.
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30/06/2021WRV04200Departmental Communications

30/06/2021WRV04300363. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
if officials in his Department were ever contacted by phone, letter, electronically, questioned 
formally or informally, under caution or asked to make a statement by An Garda Síochána in 
relation to milk quota racketeering in respect of a person (details supplied); if his Department is 
aware of this case; the efforts his Department has taken to assist the person; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter. [35084/21]

30/06/2021WRV04400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I am 
aware of certain issues spanning a significant period of time involving the persons named. These 
have been fully examined on a number of occasions by the Department. All such investigations 
have concluded that the issues raised, which were the subject of a Circuit Court adjudication in 
2002, were of a private nature between the persons named and a third party. I wish to reiterate 
that the Department was not a party to the court proceedings and has no role in this matter. 

No records of officials in the Department being contacted by the Gardaí in relation to this 
matter have been located on file in the Department.

30/06/2021WRW00200Agriculture Schemes

30/06/2021WRW00300364. Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
selection process for the signpost farms initiative; the reason one region (details supplied) does 
not have any such designated farms; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35098/21]

30/06/2021WRW00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Signpost Farm programme is a Teagasc-led initiative to reduce gaseous emissions from Irish 
agriculture, while creating more profitable and sustainable farming enterprises.

It involves the establishment of a nationwide network of demonstration farms representing 
all sectors to showcase the science based technologies that can reduce emissions and where 
carbon sequestration in grassland and hedgerows can be examined.

Identification of the participating SignPost Farms is a matter for Teagasc.  Accordingly, I 
have asked Teagasc to provide a response directly to the Deputy within 10 days.

30/06/2021WRW00500Greenhouse Gas Emissions

30/06/2021WRW00600365. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
most recent COFORD advice on afforestation rates necessary on an annual basis from 2020 to 
achieve climate change targets; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35100/21]

30/06/2021WRW00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
COFORD Council is currently preparing a range of papers which examines the important role 
of forests in climate change mitigation and adaptation. These papers will also examine the im-
portant role of wood products , carbon storage and substitution of materials made from fossil 
fuels. 

I understand that these papers will be published shortly and submitted formally to the De-
partment. 
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30/06/2021WRW00800Greenhouse Gas Emissions

30/06/2021WRW00900366. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
annual afforestation rate necessary to achieve the carbon sequestration and other objectives for 
forestry as identified in the Teagasc MACC curve; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [35101/21]

30/06/2021WRW01000367. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
annual afforestation rate Teagasc has identified in order that forestry will not remain a carbon 
sink in the MACC curve; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35102/21]

30/06/2021WRW01100Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 366 and 367 together.

The Teagasc Greenhouse Gas Marginal Abatement Cost Curve (MACC) for Irish Agricul-
ture published in 2018 quantifies the opportunities for abatement of agricultural greenhouse 
gases and visualises the abatement potential of GHG mitigation measures, and the relative costs 
associated with each of these measures. 

The afforestation rate used in the development of the MACC uses an afforestation rate of 
7,000 hectares per year over the period 2021 to 2030. Afforestation is clearly the largest oppor-
tunity in the land use sector to remove carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. 

Forests planted now from 2021 to 2030 will make a significant contribution to removing 
greenhouse gases, particularly post 2030 as these forests get older. Forests planted within the 
last 30 years currently make up the majority of accountable removals in the land use sector. 
However, as forests mature the rate of sequestration reduces and therefore increasing afforesta-
tion rates of new young forests is important. The net greenhouse balance of the estate is strongly 
dependent on the level of harvest, deforestation and afforestation rates.

  Question No. 367 answered with Question No. 366.

30/06/2021WRW01300Agriculture Schemes

30/06/2021WRW01400368. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of unique farmer applicants for the AEOS per year while it was in operation or since its 
launch in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35103/21]

30/06/2021WRW01500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
attached table shows the number of unique farmer applications per year for all AEOS schemes.

Year No. of Applicants
AEOS Applicants by Year 
2010 8,140
2011 6,156
2012 5,894

30/06/2021WRW01600Agriculture Schemes

30/06/2021WRW01700369. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of AEOS applicants by county in tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [35104/21]
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30/06/2021WRW01800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
attached table shows the number of applicants by county across all AEOS schemes. 

County No. of Applicants
Carlow 162
Cavan 554
Clare 1,127
Cork 1,197
Donegal 2,630
Dublin 29
Galway 2,729
Kerry 1,372
Kildare 133
Kilkenny 439
Laois 276
Leitrim 916
Limerick 607
Longford 248
Louth 118
Mayo 2,891
Meath 295
Monaghan 418
Offaly 304
Roscommon 1,040
Sligo 740
Tipperary 770
Waterford 259
Westmeath 409
Wexford 315
Wicklow 216
  Question No. 370 answered with Question No. 347.

30/06/2021WRW02000Food Industry

30/06/2021WRW02100371. Deputy Paul Kehoe asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the mea-
sures being put in place to support the food production industry as it struggles to maintain and 
recruit staff while Covid-19 measures and supports for employees remain in place; and if he 
will make a statement on the matter. [35114/21]

30/06/2021WRW02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
delivery of essential services to farmers, fishers and the food & forestry sectors is being priori-
tised by the Department and its agencies throughout the course of the pandemic. The necessary 
steps have been taken to ensure that producers and processors can continue to operate effec-
tively and keep supply lines open.  

As the Deputy is aware, the Government has put in place a significant package of tax and 
expenditure measures to assist businesses, employers and employees across all sectors, includ-
ing food production and processing, to deal with the COVID-19 pandemic. The Department 
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and I have had regular contact with stakeholders across the sector and will continue to monitor 
the effects on the sector and provide appropriate support as necessary.

The agri-food sector faced many challenges on the domestic and international front aris-
ing from the pandemic. Despite this, the sector has proven to be very resilient. Production has 
been relatively unaffected. After an initial decrease in farm gate prices, they have stabilised and 
recovered across most sectors. Agri-food exports for 2020 are estimated at €14.2 billion, down 
marginally from €14.5 billion in 2019. 

This is a remarkable achievement considering the challenges food and drink producers have 
faced, including the complete shutdown of food services in many of Ireland’s export markets 
across the globe. In addition, the pandemic has raised awareness of those working in the food 
and drink sector and emphasised their very significant contribution to our daily lives.

30/06/2021WRW02300Agriculture Schemes

30/06/2021WRW02400372. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
there was any penalty or claw back of moneys, grant or scheme payments to farmers who were 
in AEOS who decided to convert a part of their farm to forestry during the duration of their 
AEOS plan; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35156/21]

30/06/2021WRW02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Terms and Conditions of the AEOS 1 Scheme stated that where all or part of an undertaking 
was not continued for a minimum period of five years, all or part of the aid paid in respect of the 
undertaking would be re-imbursed. The re-imbursement of aid already paid was not required 
in respect of lands afforested under Council Regulation (EC) No. 1698/2005. However, where 
land was afforested during the AEOS recording year a proportionate reimbursement would ap-
ply for the part of the AEOS year that had not been completed. 

The Terms and Conditions of the AEOS 2 and AEOS 3 Schemes stated that where all or part 
of an action was not continued for the duration of contract, all or part of the aid paid in respect 
of the action would be reimbursed. The re-imbursement of aid was not required in respect of 
lands afforested under Council Regulation (EC) No. 1698/2005. There was no similar regulato-
ry provision available in respect of the subsequent agri-environment, climate measure (GLAS).

30/06/2021WRW02600Agriculture Schemes

30/06/2021WRW02700373. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
policy analysis or reasoning for the introduction of FEPS; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [35157/21]

30/06/2021WRW02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): Since 
1994, it has been compulsory for each EU member state to have Agri-Environment Schemes. 
These are the primary mechanisms through which farmers are financially rewarded for farming 
in an environmentally friendly manner above that required for the Basic Premium Schemes, 
aiming at maintaining and protecting biodiversity within the farmed landscape. 

Irish Agri-Environment Schemes evolved over the years from the Rural Environment Pro-
tection Scheme (REPS 1-4) to the Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS) and currently 
the Green Low Carbon Agri-Environment (GLAS) Scheme. REPS was a whole farm scheme 
which paid farmers an area-based payment for carrying out environmental actions in accor-
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dance with a plan specific to their farm. Successor schemes, such as the current GLAS are not 
whole farm schemes. Successful applicants must choose appropriate options, some of which 
are area-based.

The Forestry Environment Protection (Afforestation) Scheme (FEPS) was set up to encour-
age farmers to combine the establishment of high nature value woodland with their participa-
tion in REPS which was in operation at the time.  FEPS was entirely exchequer funded and 
participating farmers were eligible to receive an annual premium for a period of five years, in 
addition to the regular forestry premiums that were available under the Afforestation Scheme, 
provided they were approved under the REPS Scheme.

Forestry plantations established under this Scheme had to meet full silvicultural standards 
for the production of a commercial crop of timber while making an enhanced contribution to 
the environment. A minimum area of 8ha needed to be planted by a participating farmer under 
the Scheme.

The Scheme aimed at encouraging farmers to establish and maintain high nature-value for-
estry through measures such as increasing biodiversity, protecting water quality, supporting 
habitats for wildlife, and increasing woodland cover.

30/06/2021WRW02900Agriculture Schemes

30/06/2021WRW03000374. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 285 of 27 May 2021, the number of LPIS and the associated 
area of these LPIS that had linear and point actions for GLAS; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [35158/21]

30/06/2021WRW03100375. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 285 of 27 May 2021, if LPIS in GLAS that had linear and 
point actions detailed are effectively sterilised from afforestation even though there are only 
linear and point actions associated with the parcel; and if he will make a statement on the mat-
ter. [35159/21]

30/06/2021WRW03200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I pro-
pose to take Questions Nos. 374 and 375 together.

All GLAS actions have specific requirements as outlined in the scheme specifications. This 
means that some parcels containing GLAS actions may be available for other uses, depending 
on the action in question. Indeed, some actions only take place on part of parcels which can al-
low the remainder of the parcel open to other uses. 

Due to their nature, linear and point actions do not take up an entire parcel, therefore the 
entire parcel is not in use for GLAS. 

The GLAS terms and conditions clearly state that GLAS is not a whole-farm scheme and op-
portunities continue to exist for afforestation and for other Forestry Schemes on parcels which 
are not in GLAS. GLAS applicants and their advisers were advised to look at the opportunities 
afforded by these schemes when planning for GLAS. 

  Question No. 375 answered with Question No. 374.

30/06/2021WRW03400Agriculture Schemes
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30/06/2021WRW03500376. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine fur-
ther to Parliamentary Question No. 285 of 27 May 2021, the expected or planned for number of 
applicants to his Department in new agri-environmental schemes under both pillar 1 and pillar 
2 funding in the next CAP; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35160/21]

30/06/2021WRW03600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) and associated regulations have been the subject of inten-
sive negotiations between the European Parliament and the Presidency and Commission, and 
latterly the Council of Ministers. 

With reference to agri-environmental schemes, the draft CAP Strategic Plan currently makes 
provision for a range of agri-environmental measures including eco-schemes under Pillar I and 
agri-environment climate measures under Pillar 2.  As it is proposed that both the eco-scheme 
and the agri-environment climate measures will be voluntary, the eventual level of applica-
tion will depend on a number of factors such as the options offered, whether appropriate to or 
suitable for a farmer’s land and/or farming system, ease of implementation, and the associated 
payment rates. 

At a national level, the numbers for approval into the scheme will be determined by the 
overall budgetary allocation to Ireland under the Common Agricultural Policy and the number 
and duration of interventions, and associated budgetary requirements, to be funded from that 
allocation.

The Department is continuing to develop the CAP Strategic Plan in consultation with stake-
holders through the CAP Consultative Committee and other forums.  Details of the discussions 
to date in the CAP Consultative Committee are available on the website  www.gov.ie/en/collec-
tion/ab894-cap-post-2020-consultative-committee/. 

Consideration is currently being given to the range of measures that will be supported under 
the new CAP Strategic Plan, and stakeholders will be further consulted on this shortly.  Follow-
ing the consultation the draft plan will then be subject to strategic environmental assessment 
and ex-ante evaluation and a further public consultation process before submission to the Com-
mission by the deadline of 1st January 2022.

Ultimately, I want as many farmers in these schemes as possible.

30/06/2021WRW03700Agriculture Schemes

30/06/2021WRW03800377. Deputy Mattie McGrath asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
a machine (details supplied) will be included as a matter of priority under the current tillage 
machinery scheme under the TAMS II grant-aid scheme; and if he will make a statement on the 
matter. [35164/21]

30/06/2021WRW03900Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme (TAMS II) has been very successful to date with 
in excess of 52,000 applications submitted and to date, 40,921 approvals issued under the suite 
of seven measures available. Expenditure has reached in excess of €282 million, with over €29 
million spent to date in 2021. 

There are a large number of investment items available under the scheme and new invest-
ment items may be considered under the CAP Strategic Plan for the post-2023 period, within 
the EU regulatory provisions for that period.
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30/06/2021WRW04000Fishing Industry

30/06/2021WRW04100378. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
plans to increase the Irish fishers’ share of the EU fishing quota; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter. [35186/21]

30/06/2021WRW04200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): I can 
assure the Deputy that I, as Minister, and this Government continue to keep the focus on the 
disproportionate quota reductions for Ireland and to use any opportunity available to seek con-
structive solutions that would help to alleviate this unacceptable position.

I am pursuing every opportunity at EU level to increase the available quotas for our fishing 
fleet.  I have raised the matter of inequitable burden sharing at EU level – most recently at the 
Agriculture and Fisheries Council this week – and in bilateral exchanges with the Commis-
sioner and other EU Member States, whenever suitable opportunities arise, and I will continue 
to do so. 

The Interim Report of the Seafood Sector Taskforce, published earlier this month and sup-
ported by all members of the Taskforce, recommends a range of actions to address the quota 
reductions in the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA). 

The actions include measures relating to Ireland working with other EU Member States on 
possible opportunities for increased quota shares for the EU in the upcoming Coastal States 
consultations and pursuing the rebalancing of quota in the context of the upcoming review of 
the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP).  The Interim Report indicates that the recommended ac-
tions, after further consideration by the Taskforce, will be set down in detail in the main Report. 

The next CFP review is due to be completed by the 31st December 2022 and I am commit-
ted to doing all possible through the review to secure additional quota where possible for Irish 
fishers.  At the Agriculture and Fisheries Council earlier this week I made clear that Ireland will 
be seeking to address the imbalance in the quota transfers under the TCA.

I will work closely with the Fishing Industry and in line with the recommendations of the 
final Seafood Taskforce Report to advance the position of the Irish fishing industry in the CFP 
Review. 

30/06/2021WRX00200Fishing Industry

30/06/2021WRX00300379. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if he 
will suspend the mackerel swaps to other EU member states pending a review of mackerel 
swaps approved through the Quota Management Advisory Committee; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter. [35187/21]

30/06/2021WRX00400Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): If a 
Member State does not have sufficient quota for a certain species, a quota swap can be agreed 
with another Member State. Ireland may seek an exchange of quota with another EU Member 
State to cover a shortfall in quota (or fishing effort - days at sea) for a fish stock in an area for 
the year. Conversely, Ireland may receive a request from another EU member state for a quota 
swap.  Each swap proposal is considered on a case-by-case basis by my Department taking 
into account the views and recommendation of  the Quota Management Advisory Committee 
(QMAC), taking into account ratios and market prices in order that swops involve a fair ex-
change.  
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Quotas are swapped on a temporary basis but continuously repeated yearly exchange is also 
possible. Ireland has long established relationships with a number of EU Member States where 
certain swaps are carried out on a yearly basis, provided Ireland has sufficient quota available 
for the stock for the area.

As per Part 1.3 of the Minister’s 2017 Mackerel Policy, ‘A minimum of 2% of the Mackerel 
quota in the TAC and Quota Regulation, or 1,000 tonnes, whichever is the greater, will be de-
ducted annually for demersal swaps...” As per Part 2.2 of the Minister’s Mackerel Policy, there 
is a distinct purpose for setting aside 2% of the Mackerel quota for such swaps: ‘Setting aside a 
minimum quantity of mackerel quota is intended to take account of the level of swops in recent 
years and deliver a greater level of assurance for such swops...’ 

In recent years, the Mackerel quota set aside for such swaps has been swapped out with 
other EU Member States to secure a greater quantity of crab effort in the Biologically Sensi-
tive Area for smaller vessels in the Irish fleet. This Mackerel quota has also been swapped out 
to other EU Member States in exchange for high value, and high demand demersal (whitefish) 
stocks for the Irish whitefish fleet such as Monkfish and Prawns.

As the quantity made available for such swops for 2021 is in accordance with the provisions 
of Mackerel Policy, it would not be appropriate to consider a suspension of these swops. 

30/06/2021WRX00500Fishing Industry

30/06/2021WRX00600380. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on allocating line caught mackerel quota to the small scale fleet under 12 metre vessels 
using low-impact gear on an equitable basis as per Article 17 of the Common Fisheries Policy; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35188/21]

30/06/2021WRX00700Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): An 
allocation of 400 tonnes for a fishery for smaller vessels (under 15 metre vessels) fishing for 
Mackerel by means of hooks and line was set down in Policy in 2010.  The then Minister amend-
ed the Mackerel policy in July 2017 after intensive review and public consultation, however 
this particular amendment did not involve the hook and line fishery.   The Minister’s policy has 
regard for  the provisions of Council Regulation 1380/2013 on the Common Fisheries Policy.

In order to amend Mackerel Policy, I must be satisfied that there is satisfactory evidence 
of changed circumstances to justify a policy review.  If I consider there is a case for review of 
any aspect policy, it would require due process, involving an assessment of all issues arising, 
including a full public consultation.  

There has been, for the past 20 years or so, intensive competition within the industry for 
a higher share of the mackerel quota. The EU-UK Trade and Co-operation Agreement (TCA) 
provides for the transfer of 26% of Ireland’s mackerel quota to the UK by 2026.  This will only 
increase demands for a higher share of Ireland’s Mackerel quota from all sectors within the fish-
ing fleet. The Deputy should be aware that the 400 tonne limit for the hook and line fishery has 
not been reduced and has remained the same as in previous years. 

Unfortunately, the situation is that if there is an increase in the Mackerel quota for any sec-
tor in the allocation made available, such as for the hook and line fishery, it must be taken from 
others who are already facing significant cuts under the TCA.  

30/06/2021WRX00800Aquaculture Industry
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30/06/2021WRX00900381. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine further 
to Parliamentary Question No. 1011 of 10 February 2021, the status of aquaculture licence ap-
plications; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35190/21]

30/06/2021WRX01000Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): As 
the Deputy is aware, my Department considers all applications for aquaculture licences in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act, the 1933 Foreshore Act 
and applicable national and EU legislation. The licensing process involves consultation with 
a wide range of scientific and technical advisers as well as various Statutory Consultees. The 
legislation also provides for a period of public consultation. All submissions received during 
the public and statutory consultation phase are considered during the licensing process.

My Department has concluded it’s preliminary scientific and technical review of the appli-
cations referred to by the Deputy and the results of this review have been communicated to the 
applicant for their consideration.

30/06/2021WRX01100Animal Feedstuffs

30/06/2021WRX01200382. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine his 
views on the lifting of the ban on processed animal protein feed for livestock by the EU; and if 
he will make a statement on the matter. [35191/21]

30/06/2021WRX01300Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): As a 
response to the BSE crisis of the early 1990’s, the EU introduced a feed ban in 1994 on the feed-
ing of mammalian Meat and Bone Meal (MBM) and Processed Animal Protein (PAP) to cattle, 
sheep and goats. In subsequent years, the feed ban was supplemented with provisions prohib-
iting intra-species recycling. This principle generally applies to all food-producing animals, 
including pigs and poultry. PAP was previously used in feed as it is a rich source of protein.

In April 2021, the Standing Committee for Plants, Animals, Food and Feed delivered a fa-
vourable opinion on amending EU legislation to re-authorise the feeding of PAP from poultry 
to pigs and PAP from pigs to poultry. This legislative amendment is viewed as a contribution to 
the EU’s ‘Green Deal’ policy and the ‘Farm to-Fork’ strategy for sustainable food. It is widely 
accepted that there is a deficit of proteins available for animal feed in the EU and the Commis-
sion proposal was seen as offering the industry the opportunity to partially replace imported 
soybean and fish meal with high quality proteins processed from local animal by-products or 
insects. Furthermore, the use of PAP was considered to optimize the use of scarce resources and 
avoid waste. 

There will inevitably be requirements in terms of avoiding cross contamination and in par-
ticular in relation to the transport of feed. Feed premises that are intending to use PAP in poultry 
or pig rations will be required to take account of the risks and amend their procedures. The De-
partment will be taking an active role in ensuring compliance with EU feed law in this regard.

The ban on the use of PAP in feed to cows and sheep and the prohibition on intra-species 
recycling will continue.

30/06/2021WRX01400Agriculture Schemes

30/06/2021WRX01500383. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
total area of low input permanent pasture under the GLAS; and if he will make a statement on 



30 June 2021

153

the matter. [35214/21]

30/06/2021WRX01600Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
total area of Low-input Permanent Pasture action in GLAS at the end of May 2021 is provided 
below.  The Deputy should be aware that these figures are subject to change, for example, when 
an applicant withdraws from the scheme, withdraws the action or as they progresses through 
the payment stages.  

Low Input Permanent Pasture (part of parcel) 67,485 Hectares

Low Input Permanent Pasture (whole of parcel) 182,272 Hectares

Total Area   249,757 Hectares

  Question No. 384 answered with Question No. 358.

  Question No. 385 answered with Question No. 357.

  Question No. 386 answered with Question No. 357.

30/06/2021WRX02000Climate Change Policy

30/06/2021WRX02100387. Deputy Michael Lowry asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine if 
the attention of his Department has been drawn to the international trade in voluntary carbon 
offsets; if he plans to develop procedures and protocols similar to that which exist in the UK to 
enable farm forest owners to sell voluntary carbon offsets; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter. [35219/21]

30/06/2021WRX02200Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Department is aware of a number of different voluntary carbon trading schemes, including the 
UK Woodland Carbon code, which allows forest owners to trade carbon on a voluntary basis 
and for voluntary compliance purposes by businesses. The Irish model for support for direct 
supports for the forestry sector is different in that the Department continues to fund afforestation 
by providing a range of financial supports in the form of grants, premiums and a range of tax 
incentives on the sale of timber. 

The Department currently has no plans to develop a voluntary carbon market but this will 
be kept under review. Carbon farming is highlighted in the EU Green Deal under the farm to 
fork strategy and the European Commission are examining ways of encouraging activities that 
remove carbon across sectors. The Department does see potential opportunities to attract pri-
vate finance from voluntary carbon markets and forest owners and organisations can avail and 
develop these opportunities as long as they don’t impact on Ireland’s international accounting 
and reporting requirements.  

The Department will examine developing proposals by the European Commission on car-
bon farming to see if existing funding models can be improved. The Department currently 
operates the Woodland Environment Fund which includes a mix of private finance and state aid 
to part fund the establishment of these forests and this model has worked well. The important 
point to note about voluntary carbon markets in general is that they are setup to incentivise ac-
tivities that are in addition to what currently takes place. Incentivising new afforestation rather 
that existing forests is the main focus of the UK Woodland Carbon Code.   

30/06/2021WRX02300Agriculture Schemes
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30/06/2021WRX02400388. Deputy Matt Carthy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
number of successful and unsuccessful applicants by county for the REAP pilot scheme in 
tabular form; and if he will make a statement on the matter. [35226/21]

30/06/2021WRX02500Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
information requested by the Deputy is provided below. 

COUNTY Successful Applicants Unsuccessful Applicants
Carlow 48 82
Cavan 259 221
Clare 306 149
Cork 246 960
Donegal 458 743
Dublin 2 8
Galway 778 529
Kerry 219 429
Kildare 16 79
Kilkenny 57 164
Laois 64 96
Leitrim 167 163
Limerick 159 137
Longford 158 172
Louth 18 36
Mayo 628 512
Meath 91 143
Monaghan 147 138
Offaly 94 152
Roscommon 336 194
Sligo 206 126
Tipperary 182 243
Waterford 28 89
Westmeath 147 157
Wexford 31 122
Wicklow 81 35
Total 4,926 5,879

30/06/2021WRX02600Fur Farming

30/06/2021WRX02700389. Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine the 
animals which will be covered by the upcoming legislation to ban fur farming; and if rabbits 
will be included in the list. [35320/21]

30/06/2021WRX02800Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy Charlie McConalogue): The 
Animal Health and Welfare (Fur farming) Bill 2020 presently applies to cats, chinchillas, dogs, 
foxes, mink and weasels (including stoats). The inclusion of rabbits in this list is being consid-
ered.
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30/06/2021WRX02900Community Development Projects

30/06/2021WRX03000390. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
it is planned in the forthcoming round of the Leader Programme 2023-2027 to have a dedicated 
LAG as before, administering the island Leader programme; and if she will make a statement 
on the matter. [35071/21]

30/06/2021WRX03100Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): As 
the Deputy may be aware, LEADER is a multi-annual programme for rural development co-
funded by the EU through the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). The programme is based 
on a community-led approach to rural development and plays an important role in supporting 
communities and enterprises in progressing job creation, social inclusion and environmental 
projects at local level.

Preparations for the design and delivery of the next EU LEADER programme from 2023-
2027 are underway. Officials from my Department are currently engaging with stakeholders 
on the design of the next LEADER programme and are working alongside officials from the 
Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine in developing the next CAP Strategic Plan 2023-
2027, which LEADER will form part of. 

The question of the administrative structures for the delivery of the programme, including 
the structures relating to the islands, will be considered as part of that work, having regard, in-
ter alia, to the provisions of the EU Regulations governing the structure of future Local Action 
Groups and the outcome of consultations with all relevant stakeholders.

In December last, I announced details of a transitional LEADER Programme which came 
into effect on 1 April 2021, with an initial allocation of €20 million this year. In line with 
the Government’s ambitious policy for the development of rural Ireland, Our Rural Future, I 
recently announced an increased allocation of €70 million for this transitional LEADER pro-
gramme. The transitional programme will be delivered through the existing Local Action Group 
and Implementing Partner structures, as it falls to be delivered under the framework applicable 
to the 2014-2020 LEADER programme.

30/06/2021WRX03200Island Communities

30/06/2021WRX03300391. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development 
when was it announced that the Government is developing a ten-year island development plan; 
the progress made with the plan to date; when it is hoped to publish and implement same; and 
if she will make a statement on the matter. [35072/21]

30/06/2021WRX03400Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): In 
July 2019 the Government noted the intention of the then Minister of Culture, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht to establish an Interdepartmental Committee for Island Development which would 
develop a Cross-Government Islands Policy. The first meeting of this committee was held in 
September 2019 where an overall approach was agreed to develop the national policy for the 
islands which would be informed by consultation with all stakeholders.  A discussion paper was 
published in December 2019 which set out the basis for the process, placing consultations with 
island communities as central to the development of the policy. 

A series of public meetings were held in early 2020, however, as the Deputy is aware, that 
aspect of the process had to be temporarily suspended during 2020 due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
Written submissions were welcomed from all parties throughout 2020, and a series of meetings 
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were held in a virtual format with focus groups on a number of islands. A series of bilateral 
meetings with relevant Government Departments and Local Authorities with responsibilities 
for inhabited offshore islands are also underway, as well as meetings with other key stakehold-
ers.

Following Government and Departmental changes in 2020, the Inter-Departmental Com-
mittee reconvened in 2021, reviewing progress to date and discussing the overall strategy for 
implementation of the policy.  The Committee agreed that a 10 year policy would be developed, 
supported by 3 year action plans setting out specific commitments with timelines for their 
implementation and monitoring on progress.   The Committee is scheduled to meet again today 
(30 June).

Work has begun on developing an initial draft of the Policy, although it is at a very early 
stage.  Subject to further consultations with stakeholders, the aim is to have a finalised draft for 
consideration by the end of the year.

30/06/2021WRX03500Island Communities

30/06/2021WRX03600392. Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
she plans to increase the State contribution to community service projects on the islands to cov-
er the full minimum wage and the employer’s PRSI in view of the difficulty on the islands in at-
tracting a large local income stream; and if she will make a statement on the matter. [35074/21]

30/06/2021WRX03700Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community Development (Deputy 
Joe O’Brien): The Community Services Programme (CSP) currently supports more than 420 
community organisations to provide local employment opportunities and social, economic and 
environmental services through a social enterprise model.

CSP funding of €19,033 is provided for each Full Time Equivalent (FTE) position and 
€32,000 for each manager position, where warranted.  The CSP contribution is not aligned to 
the minimum wage and does not meet the full salary cost of supported posts, rather it is a fixed 
annual co-funding contribution towards the overall cost of the employees. The CSP contribu-
tion must be co-funded by the organisation concerned from other sources, for example, from 
income received from the public use of their facilities and services.

In 2020, Indecon International Economic Consultants, on behalf of my Department, carried 
out an independent review of the CSP.  The Indecon report was published on 30th September 
last, following which my Department and Pobal commenced work on the restructuring of the 
programme. As part of this ongoing work, the rates of funding and eligibility criteria under the 
programme will be reviewed.

30/06/2021WRX03800Departmental Schemes

30/06/2021WRX03900393. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
she will employ more rural recreational officers and ensure they are allocated according to the 
work plans being operated by the local development companies. [35194/21]

30/06/2021WRX04000Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Walks Scheme, which is funded by my Department, contracts landholders to undertake main-
tenance work on National Waymarked Ways and other priority trails that traverse their lands. 
The landholders receive modest payments for maintenance work undertaken in line with agreed 
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work plans.  

The Programme for Government and Our Rural Future include a commitment to double 
the number of walks covered by the Scheme. This is in recognition of the value of outdoor 
recreation amenities, not just for individual and community wellbeing, but also for the tourism 
impact these trails have on a local economy. 

The process of expansion has commenced and the Scheme is currently operating on 45 
trails, supported by approximately 2,040 landholders, and is being managed by 16 Local De-
velopment Companies around the country. Total costs in respect of the Scheme in 2020 were in 
the region of €2.8m.

At present, the Department funds Rural Recreation Officers, or RROs, in 13 of these 16 Lo-
cal Development Companies. The RROs manage the Scheme at a local level. They work with 
landholders to ensure that the designated walks are maintained at an approved standard, with 
repairs and improvements made as appropriate. They also make a significant contribution to the 
development of the outdoor recreation sector locally.

My Department commissioned an external review of the Scheme to examine the delivery 
and strategic development of the Scheme, and to assess the role and resourcing of the RRO 
posts throughout the country.  It has also considered the level of funding provided to the Local 
Development Companies to deliver the scheme. I hope to be in a position to publish the review 
once it has been fully considered by my Department. The recommendations contained in the 
review will inform decisions on the further strategic expansion of the scheme.

30/06/2021WRX04100Departmental Schemes

30/06/2021WRX04200394. Deputy Holly Cairns asked the Minister for Rural and Community Development if 
she will employ an additional rural recreational officer in the west Cork Development Partner-
ship to reflect the workload of the role.  [35195/21]

30/06/2021WRX04300Minister for Rural and Community Development (Deputy Heather Humphreys): The 
Walks Scheme, which is funded by my Department, contracts landholders to undertake main-
tenance work on National Waymarked Ways and other priority trails that traverse their lands. 
The landholders receive modest payments for maintenance work undertaken in line with agreed 
work plans.  

The Walks Scheme is currently operating on 45 trails supported by approximately 2,040 
landowners and is being managed by 16 Local Development Companies (LDCs) around the 
country. At present, my Department funds Rural Recreation Officers (RROs) in 13 of these 16 
LDCs. The RROs manage the Scheme at a local level. They work with landholders to ensure 
that the designated walks are maintained at an approved standard. RROs also make a significant 
contribution to the development of the outdoor recreation sector locally.

West Cork Development Partnership has two very significant trails funded under the Walks 
Scheme – the Beara Way and the Sheep’s Head Way. There are almost 580 landholders funded 
under these two walks receiving funding of about €650,000. 

I am aware that an issue has arisen with the delivery of the scheme in West Cork, and my of-
ficials have been engaging with West Cork Development Partnership in this regard over the past 
week. I have also asked my officials to formally meet with West Cork Development Partnership 
and I expect this meeting to take place shortly. 
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Separate to this, my Department commissioned an external review of the Scheme to examine 
the delivery and strategic development of the Scheme, and assess the role and resourcing of the 
RRO posts throughout the country.  It has also considered the level of funding provided to the 
Local Development Companies to deliver the scheme. I hope to be in a position to publish the 
review once it has been fully considered by my Department. The recommendations contained 
in the review will inform decisions on the further strategic expansion of the scheme, including 
the resourcing of Local Development Companies such as West Cork Development Partnership. 

I am committed to working with all of the stakeholders, including West Cork Development 
Partnership, to ensure that the scheme can continue to function effectively.


