
Vol. 1009
No. 1

Tuesday,
22 June 2021

DÍOSPÓIREACHTAÍ PARLAIMINTE
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

DÁIL ÉIREANN

TUAIRISC OIFIGIÚIL—Neamhcheartaithe

(OFFICIAL REPORT—Unrevised)

Ceisteanna ó Cheannairí - Leaders’ Questions �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � 2
22/06/2021H00400An tOrd Gnó - Order of Business  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � 11
22/06/2021P00300Teachtaireachtaí ó Roghchoistí - Messages from Select Committees �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � 20
22/06/2021P00500Technological Universities Act 2018 (Section 36) (Appointed Day) Order 2021: Referral to Joint Committee � 20
22/06/2021P00800Ceisteanna - Questions  �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � 21
22/06/2021P00900Cabinet Committees  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � 21
22/06/2021R00750National Security Committee  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � 27
22/06/2021S00300National Risk Assessment  � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � 31
22/06/2021U00200European Council Meeting: Statements  � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � 34
22/06/2021FF00400Ábhair Shaincheisteanna Tráthúla - Topical Issue Matters � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � 60
22/06/2021FF00600State Pension Age: Motion [Private Members]   � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � 60
22/06/2021RR00325Ceisteanna - Questions (Resumed) � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � 86
22/06/2021RR00350Ceisteanna ar Sonraíodh Uain Dóibh - Priority Questions � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � 86
22/06/2021RR00400Cúrsaí Gaeilge �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � 86
22/06/2021SS00700Covid-19 Tests �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � 88
22/06/2021TT00500Swimming Pools � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � 90
22/06/2021UU00350Tourism Industry � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � 93
22/06/2021UU00925Ceisteanna Eile - Other Questions � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � 95
22/06/2021UU00950Arts Policy   � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � 95
22/06/2021VV00800Covid-19 Pandemic   � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � 98
22/06/2021WW01100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  101
22/06/2021XX01150Sports Funding�  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  103
22/06/2021YY00500Tourism Policy�  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  105
22/06/2021ZZ00300Defibrillators Provision �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  107
22/06/2021AAA00500Tourism Industry � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  111
22/06/2021AAA01000Saincheisteanna Tráthúla - Topical Issue Debate  � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  112
22/06/2021AAA01100Rail Network � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  112
22/06/2021CCC00150An Garda Síochána�  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  115
22/06/2021DDD00350Covid-19 Pandemic   � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  118
22/06/2021EEE00600Water Services �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  � � �  122



Dé Máirt, 22 Meitheamh 2021

Tuesday, 22 June 2021

Chuaigh an Ceann Comhairle i gceannas ar 2 p�m�

Paidir.
Prayer.

22/06/2021A00100Ceisteanna ó Cheannairí - Leaders’ Questions

22/06/2021A00200Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Last weekend brought more very bad news for workers and 
families struggling to buy a home�  Media reports quoted a series of housing experts predict-
ing continued housing price hikes�  This echoes similar commentary from the Governor of the 
Central Bank last week.  One economist said of our housing market that it is on fire.  Another 
warned that house prices could reach Celtic tiger levels�  A third expressed the concern that 
house prices could continue to rise for the next four years�  All of this is, of course, an indict-
ment of the Taoiseach and Government’s failed policies�

Last Thursday during Leaders’ Questions, my colleague, Deputy Doherty, raised with the 
Tánaiste, Deputy Varadkar, the issue of rising house prices�  By way of response the Tánaiste 
said that house prices are cheaper than they were 14 years ago and that, in any event, people 
were in a position to borrow more, in other words, to amass more debt�

This approach will only increase house prices further�  One has to ask has the Tánaiste 
learned nothing from the past ten years?  Does he not understand that more credit will mean 
more house price inflation, more debt for workers and families and more expensive housing?  
Does he not understand that increased debt means greater risk of mortgage default, repossession 
and, in worst case circumstances, perhaps homelessness?  

I spoke yesterday to a family in Ringsend�  There were three generations living in one home�  
They are by no means unique but I will talk about this family�  One of the family members, a 
young woman aged 35 with a good job, had just moved back into her mother’s home for the 
fifth time.  Because of the Government’s failed policies, this woman and countless thousands 
like her feel that their lives are on hold�  A whole generation has been left in the same situation�  
This woman and people like her do not need unsustainable levels of debt forced upon them; 
they simply need to put a roof over their heads.  She needs a genuinely affordable home for her 
and her family�

Does the Taoiseach agree with the Tánaiste that house prices should increase further and 

DÁIL ÉIREANN

2



22 June 2021

3

that workers and families should go further into debt?  Does he think that is acceptable or does 
he accept that house prices are too high?  Does he also accept that heaping even greater debt on 
workers and families will force prices up and will not bring them down?  All of this scenario, 
as it unfolds again in a housing crisis, smacks very strongly of the bad old days of Fianna Fáil 
in power�  The housing system is designed and delivered not for ordinary people, families or 
workers but by and for developers, and the banks too, of course, get their pound of flesh and 
line their pockets�

Will the Taoiseach clarify where he stands?  Does he stand with his Tánaiste, Deputy Varad-
kar, who takes the laissez-faire approach whereby people should simply borrow more and buy 
more expensive housing, or does he accept that we have a crisis and need to deliver affordable 
housing?

22/06/2021B00200The Taoiseach: I ask the Deputy where she stands�  I listened to her soundbite after sound-
bite, slogan after slogan, which is really all about electioneering, is it not?  The reference to 
Ringsend is no accident, obviously�  We have all been out and about�  I am very conscious of 
the significant issue that housing is.  I have said repeatedly in the House that housing is a cri-
sis.  The Government is just about 12 months in office, dealing with a global pandemic that, 
unfortunately, impacted on house-building in 2020 by about 5,000 houses that we could have 
got built if there had not been a lockdown, and the lockdown of 2021 has impacted on us as 
well�  That said, the Government has been very focused on building more houses, getting more 
supply into the market, which is the key issue, and doing it in such a way that we can make it 
affordable for people.

The Deputy knows the figures.  About €3.3 billion has been allocated for housing alone 
in 2021�  The Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage is introducing a shared 
equity scheme, which will help people in terms of affordability, and the Government enhanced 
the help-to-buy scheme last year�  That has helped about 22,000 buyers get on the property lad-
der.  That is 22,000 people who have benefited from that scheme, yet the Deputy opposed that 
scheme and then comes to the House and lectures everybody else about affordability and trying 
to make housing affordable.  She cannot have it both ways in respect of her stance on housing.  

The Deputy seems to want to exploit it to win votes but comes up with very few solutions 
to it.  She opposes every measure the Government introduces to try to make housing affordable.  
She is opposing the Affordable Housing Bill and the measures the Minister is introducing, in 
regard not just to shared equity but also to the enhancement of the serviced sites fund, which 
will involve the State providing thousands of affordable new homes over the next year or two.  
She opposes an extension and expansion of Part V of the Planning and Development Act to 
designate a range of homes for first-time buyers.

The first ever cost-rental scheme, being introduced by the Minister and providing up to 400 
units, will be expanded significantly in 2022 and beyond.  We have brought about 2,500 voids 
back into use very quickly through the July stimulus funding of last year�  The Land Develop-
ment Agency Bill is going through the Oireachtas and will provide additional capacity, through 
the agency, to get more houses built - both affordable and social.  The initial portfolio for the 
Land Development Agency can potentially provide up to 4,000 homes to 2025, yet the Deputy 
opposes that also�

Family homelessness, in the past 12 months, has decreased by 39% on the total recorded in 
March 2020�  It is the lowest number of families in emergency accommodation since February 
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2016.  In a short space of time, that represents very significant progress by the Minister on this 
issue.  He is using every possible opportunity, including a suite of affordable measures and a 
strong social housing programme, to try to get additional supply into the market�

In sharp contrast to that, the Deputy opposes all the affordability measures that have been 
introduced to date and that will be introduced in the coming while, and on the ground her party 
has been opposing many housing projects that are shovel ready�  Thousands of houses have 
been rejected and opposed by her party, which is completely inconsistent with the stance she 
takes in the House�

22/06/2021C00100Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Attacking Sinn Féin for a housing crisis Fianna Fáil created 
demonstrates just how threadbare the Taoiseach’s approach is�  The story I told of the woman 
and the family in Ringsend is not a sound bite�  It is the truth�  It is the reality they are living�  
One finds that reality throughout Dublin Bay South.  The Taoiseach is on the doors and will 
hear it too in Sandymount, Pearse Street, Irishtown, Harold’s Cross, Ranelagh and Rathgar�  It 
is always the same and yet the Taoiseach is so out of touch with the harsh realities, he cites a 
shared equity scheme as evidence of his attendance to affordability matters, which is the very 
scheme that has been slammed and criticised by experts across the board, not just by Sinn Féin, 
because it is not the answer�

The answer is to double capital investment and for the State to really step forward to deliver 
20,000 public homes every year to meet social and affordable need.  That is not just Sinn Fé-
in’s view either�  The ESRI supports that view�  Yesterday, the National Treasury Management 
Agency, NTMA-----

22/06/2021C00200An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy’s time is up�

22/06/2021C00300Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: ----added its voice to this call�  If the Taoiseach is serious 
about it, and I urge him to get serious quickly on this, can he confirm that he is up to that task?

22/06/2021C00400The Taoiseach: The young people I have met and continue to meet want to be able to buy a 
house at an affordable price, yet the Deputy opposes every measure, not just the one mentioned 
in terms of equity�  The help to buy scheme helped 22,000 people to buy homes, yet the Deputy 
opposed it and continues to oppose it�  The Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage has also introduced a new affordable purchase scheme, with the State directly building 
affordable homes in addition to the help to buy and shared equity schemes.  The Deputy has 
opposed that as well�

On the ground, where we had a mix of housing projects, particularly in Dublin city with 
more than 1,200 in north Dublin, Sinn Féin opposed the building of those 1,200 houses and 
likewise, hundreds more in Tallaght, Clondalkin and elsewhere�  It just does not stack up�  The 
Deputy seems to think she can come in here day after day and attack every other Member in this 
House in respect of housing and getting more houses built, when she consistently-----

22/06/2021C00500Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Only the Taoiseach�  I attack no one else-----

22/06/2021C00600The Taoiseach: -----opposes project after project-----

22/06/2021C00700Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: -----but his Government for its incompetence and its failure 
of an entire generation�  Shame on him�

22/06/2021C00800An Ceann Comhairle: The Taoiseach, without interruption�
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22/06/2021C00900The Taoiseach: -----for whatever reason and her fundamental position seems to be that her 
objective is to exploit the housing situation for her own electoral gain�

22/06/2021C01000An Ceann Comhairle: The Taoiseach’s time is up�

22/06/2021C01100The Taoiseach: It is party before the country all the time with Sinn Féin�  That is, unfortu-
nately, true in terms of the Deputy’s political operation�

22/06/2021C01200An Ceann Comhairle: We need to move on�  Our next contributor is the co-leader of the 
Social Democrats, Deputy Catherine Murphy�

22/06/2021C01300Deputy Catherine Murphy: I am sure the Taoiseach paid close attention to the Tánaiste’s 
Ard-Fheis speech last weekend, given Fine Gael is one of his partners in government�  There 
is no doubt we witnessed a political transformation, unlike almost anything we have seen for 
the past 20 years.  Having been an enthusiastic Tory fiscal conservative for his entire life, the 
Tánaiste has seen the light�  There were so many spending commitments announced on Satur-
day that Fine Gael delegates must have been checking to make sure they were at the right event�

I will try to list some of the promises, but there were so many I may inadvertently leave 
some out.  They included a commitment to build 40,000 houses per year, an extra €4 billion per 
year for the health service, expanded medical card eligibility, occupational pensions, a living 
wage and more money for welfare payments, all paid for not with tax increases but some vague 
sounding growth at a time the economy recovers from the pandemic, we are coping from Brexit 
and our corporate taxes are set to reduce�

I wonder if the Taoiseach is fearful that the next time he is down in Dublin Bay South, he 
will come across a Fine Gael bus with a big sign on the side of it stating there is €4 billion extra 
per year for the HSE emblazoned on the side of it�  The Tánaiste’s other political inspiration, 
Boris Johnson, found that kind of stunt useful.  Given imitation is the sincerest form of flat-
tery, I am gratified the Tánaiste has taken on some of the Social Democrats’ policies, including 
improved public services, better pay and conditions for workers, a social welfare safety net in 
order that people to live in dignity and much increased State investment in housing�  However, 
I am not sure he is a credible person to deliver on this given Fine Gael, after ten years in office, 
has not managed to reach the Rebuilding Ireland target of 25,000 houses annually, never mind 
40,000 houses�  Meanwhile, 1 million people are currently on hospital waiting lists and it has 
taken Fine Gael ten years to realise the problems with gifting a new €800 million maternity 
hospital to a private company with a religious ethos�

Was the Taoiseach warned or even consulted in advance of these announcements?  Are we 
to understand that the health budget will increase by €4 billion every year from now on?  Will 
that come as a surprise to the Fianna Fáil Minister for Health, Deputy Stephen Donnelly?  Is the 
Fianna Fáil Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage, Deputy Darragh O’Brien, 
down in the Custom House planning the delivery of 40,000 houses?  I hope so�  Who in Govern-
ment is deciding fiscal policy?  Is it solely a Fine Gael remit?  Does the Taoiseach stand over all 
those commitments and, just as important, does he stand over how they will be paid for?

22/06/2021D00200The Taoiseach: I did not get a chance to watch all the Fine Gael Ard-Fheis but I picked up 
some aspects of it from the extensive media coverage�  I can report that the Minister for Health 
is in good form over the last 48 hours in terms of the underpinning of the substantial health 
budget which will be required�  He might optimistically think that his bilaterals with the Min-
ister for Public Expenditure and Reform, Deputy Michael McGrath, may not be as difficult or 
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challenging as health Ministers generally have them with Ministers of public expenditure�  That 
remains to be seen�

In a more serious vein, the programme for Government aims essentially to take this country 
through the pandemic as safely as possible, to facilitate the emergence of a strong economy 
and society and to learn the lessons of the pandemic in terms of a stronger state in health with 
reforms and funding�  It is not just about funding, but the reforms that go along with it�

We have learned a lot during the pandemic�  I was keen in late summer when working with 
the Minister for Health to ensure the winter initiative was introduced with €600 million, an un-
precedented level of funding for a winter initiative, and to give full-year funding to that�  That 
has made a significant difference to the capacity of the health service to withstand normal win-
ter pressures, never mind the third wave�  If it had not been for that level of investment in home 
care packages, community diagnostics and acute capacity, we would have been in far greater 
difficulty during the winter.

Regarding information technology, the digital transformation that occurred in certain as-
pects of health is something else we have to build on as we emerge from the pandemic�  There 
will, without question, be a stronger health budget in the next year or two to make sure we 
embed the reforms that have been made and to underpin the level of services required�  We are 
living longer generally and that will create its own additional cost�

On housing, we are very clear the single biggest issue of our time is to make sure the cur-
rent generation, particularly but not just young people, are in a position to get into the housing 
market and buy houses that they can afford and that we can provide more social housing.  With 
the Housing for All strategy, we are focusing on a significant social housing programme for the 
next five years.

Another key plank is climate change�  We have already brought groundbreaking climate 
change legislation into this House and had it passed�  There is a very extensive programme for 
Government which we are focused on delivering�

22/06/2021D00300Deputy Catherine Murphy: Covid has certainly exposed huge weaknesses, including 
health, childcare and a range of other things�  There is no doubt about that�  However, announce-
ments were made at the weekend�  Does the Taoiseach stand over them?  Are we, as I hope we 
are, seriously looking at 40,000 houses a year?  Is that a Government commitment?  Was the 
Taoiseach consulted in advance?  What about the summer economic statement?  Has work been 
done on that already?  Is it on the way?  Are these announcements likely to be included in it or 
is this just about electioneering?  It is important that we understand where the Government is at 
in terms of some of these announcements�  There was a very long list of announcements�  The 
Taoiseach might address the reference to 40,000 houses.  Is that a firm commitment?  Will the 
Government stand over it?  Is it credible that what was announced can be paid for by way of 
growth without tax increases?

22/06/2021E00200The Taoiseach: The Tánaiste’s speech was to the Fine Gael Ard-Fheis and, as leader of 
that party, the Tánaiste is quite entitled to address and present the Fine Gael perspective on a 
variety of issues�  The Ministers for Finance and Public Expenditure and Reform last evening 
presented us with an overview and presentation of the summer economic statement�  It may be 
characterised as a more sober assessment of the situation over the next five years, generally 
speaking, in terms of the framework�  We knew that, for these two years, exceptional spending 
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would be required in terms of the pandemic, and an exceptional deficit.  Over the lifetime of 
the Government, as part of the programme for Government, we have said we will ease our way 
through to a balanced fiscal position over the next five years.  That is the trajectory the Ministers 
presented to us�  They will be doing more work on that before the publication of the summer 
economic statement�

On the question about 40,000 homes, the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage is preparing the Housing for All strategy�  We obviously lost a lot of houses last year 
and this year�  Over the next ten years, we will have to build up�  The Economic and Social Re-
search Institute, ESRI, has referred to 33,000 houses�  Given that we lost 5,000 houses in 2020 
and 6,000 or 7,000 in 2021, we need to make that up for the remainder of the decade�

22/06/2021E00300Deputy Peadar Tóibín: The Government’s mismanagement of the hospitality sector has 
been a car crash.  The collateral damage has affected many pubs and restaurants, some of which 
have now been closed for 420 days�  No other country in Europe has closed hospitality for so 
long.  In research I have done today, I can find no other European country where indoor dining 
in restaurants is closed�  Denmark and Finland had roughly the same level of mortality as this 
State and has had roughly the same level of vaccinations�  They managed to open their indoor 
dining facilities in April and May�  Here in Ireland, hotels have been allowed to open up indoor 
dining since the start of June and the Tánaiste says there is no science behind the decision to 
discriminate between hotels, restaurants and pubs�

There has been incredible confusion on our streets over the past while�  The Government 
paid hundreds of thousands of euro in marketing to encourage people onto our streets while at 
the same time, we saw gardaí baton charge young people off those streets.  For weeks, the Gov-
ernment has allowed publicans to serve takeaway pints to thousands of people milling around 
our streets but have banned the sale of pints to people sitting safely at those publicans’ tables 
outside those pubs�  In the latest version, the Government has made millions of euro of grant aid 
available to pubs and restaurants to sell food and drink in areas where the sale of drink is illegal 
according to by-laws�  It is an absolutely incredible situation�

Hospitality, tourism and aviation have been calling for the introduction of rapid antigen test-
ing since its approval by the EU last December but the Government does not like the word “rap-
id” and cannot make a decision�  We have a situation whereby the minister for making things 
up as we go along has concocted a solution for the confusion as regards the sale of alcohol and 
food on streets where it is actually banned�  She has called on the gardaí to close their eyes and 
say nothing�  It is an incredible situation�  Restaurants and pubs in many parts of the country 
will now operate at the pleasure of local gardaí and discretion may mean that some restaurants 
and pubs can function and others cannot�  Garda representatives themselves have said that when 
things go wrong, the blame will be put on their members, who will have to defend their actions�  
Those representatives have said they are worried that the Garda will be scapegoated for impos-
sible decisions that will have to be made�  I have never before seen a Government tie itself up 
in so many knots of confusion.  This Government has been a fiasco factory when it comes to 
hospitality�  Will it now legislate so that pubs, restaurants and hotels can operate safely under 
the same science and the same regulations?

22/06/2021F00200The Taoiseach: In fairness, that is gross hyperbole - a good scriptwriter, impressive in some 
respects, but not a fair assessment of where we are�  First of all, the level of supports from the 
Government to hospitality has been unprecedented, as it had to be in the context of a global 
pandemic�  Covid-19 has been particularly devastating for the hospitality sector, for travel and 
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for tourism more generally, and that has been true all over the world, not just in Ireland�  The 
virus and hospitality are close and good companions, unfortunately, and that is a reality we can-
not escape.  That is why it has been so difficult for all concerned.

Gardaí are not baton-charging people all over the country, as the Deputy is-----

22/06/2021F00300Deputy Peadar Tóibín: I did not say that�

22/06/2021F00400The Taoiseach: The implication was there in that polemic, but that is far from the case�  I 
invite the Deputy to come to Cork and have a walk down a few streets in Cork, and he will 
see some great outdoor dining going on�  I was in Dublin yesterday and called to a number of 
venues�  People were in a very happy mood, dining outdoors, having a few drinks outdoors, 
engaging in a friendly way, and thankful, happy and appreciative of the fact they were able to 
participate in outdoor dining�  We can overplay this as well�

That said, any issues that need to be resolved will be resolved through legal instrument�  
There has been no question but that the opening up in terms of outdoor dining and hospitality 
has worked, has been working and has been effective.  We will continue, particularly with the 
employment wage subsidy scheme, EWSS, to the end of the year, to do everything we possibly 
can to make sure the hospitality sector can emerge viable out of the pandemic�  That is why, in 
terms of VAT, for example, in the economic recovery plan we made very specific commitments 
out to September 2022, and we also made specific commitments in terms of rates relief, which 
is of value to many people working in the hospitality sector�  We are very clear in terms of the 
recovery plan that for those sectors that were hit hardest by Covid, we will do everything we 
possibly can to support them throughout the pandemic but also as we emerge from the pandem-
ic, with all the twists and turns that can happen and that can take place�  From our perspective, 
we want to ensure the successful reopening of hospitality�  To date, I think, outdoor hospitality 
has worked relatively well�  As I have said, any legal instrument that is required to deal with the 
situation that emerged in the last 48 hours will be provided�

22/06/2021F00500Deputy Peadar Tóibín: This issue is not just going to last for two weeks�  Even when pubs 
open for indoor service around 5 July, we will have a situation where many people will not want 
to go indoors to eat and drink�  We will also have a situation where capacity indoors will be less 
and, therefore, pubs and restaurants will need extra capacity outside�  This issue is going to last 
right through the whole summer�

Then there is the question of insurance, which has not been considered�  Many pubs and 
restaurants have applied for insurance on the basis of their licence but gardaí are saying that the 
licence does not extend to this outdoor space�  We also have a situation where there is a backlog 
in the delivery of licences from local authorities, and some pubs and restaurants may be operat-
ing while waiting for that licence to be delivered�  Where stands their insurance?  Then we have 
small businesses which have put out tables and chairs in the hope of being able to make a living 
at this moment�  Do they have insurance?  Hope is not good enough in the Four Courts if they 
are being sued�  Will the Taoiseach tell us what instruments will be introduced to solve this and 
when they will be introduced?

22/06/2021F00600The Taoiseach: I agree with the Deputy that this is something that has to be dealt with 
quickly and it will be dealt with quickly�  The Minister for Justice will be introducing a measure 
that will rectify this and regulate it appropriately, and deal with the issues that have arisen, as I 
have said�  This has to be done very quickly�
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22/06/2021G00100Deputy Michael Collins: Tomorrow will see the biggest national organised protest seen 
in this country for many years as the fishermen and women of this country from Malin Head 
to Mizen Head converge in Dublin, similar to the protest in Cork two weeks ago, in a show of 
solidarity about the scandalous way that they have been treated for decades and especially for 
the last 12 months under the Taoiseach’s leadership�  This will be the second of many protests 
since fishermen have had enough of inaction, spin and lies.  They will take the Taoiseach and 
the Government’s leadership to task for huge inaction which will see every fisherman lose any-
thing between €5,000 and €20,000, with significant job losses in rural Ireland.

I was told that the Taoiseach was in west Cork last Saturday, in Union Hall and Castle-
townbere�  It is always important for a Head of State to visit west Cork�  Those who told me on 
Friday and Saturday that the Taoiseach was coming felt that it was way too late, other than to 
hear about the nightmare crisis that these fishermen face after calamitous errors by this Govern-
ment�  When in west Cork last Saturday, did the Taoiseach apologise for his continued refusal 
to appoint a senior Minister for the marine, which was a red line for me in negotiations for the 
formation of a Government?  No matter how I explained the imminent crisis of Brexit and other 
major issues related to fishing, the Taoiseach refused to understand the importance of appoint-
ing a Minister to protect Irish waters, fishermen and our richest resource.  Did the Taoiseach 
take the opportunity to apologise for signing into law the unjust and shockingly unfair penalty 
points while in his short term as Minister for Agriculture and the Marine in 2020?

Did the Taoiseach apologise for the shocking handling of Brexit negotiations in late 2020, 
where clear evidence shows that the Government’s eye was off the ball despite me pleading 
for the Taoiseach to be involved?  While the Government failed, France and other European 
countries had their terms and conditions fully met by negotiator Michel Barnier before they 
would agree to anything.  Did the Taoiseach apologise to the fishermen for the cock-up with the 
weighing crisis hoisted upon our fishermen, with the weighing of fish on our piers for inshore 
and pelagic fishermen?  We have since found out that the Minister and Sea-Fisheries Protection 
Authority, SFPA, knew in December 2020 but failed to consult with the industry until 5 p�m� on 
Friday, 16 April, about what the industry would call a crisis beyond belief�  If the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine and SFPA could add more insult to injury to the Irish fishing 
fleet, we now have an agreement to allow French and Belgian trawlers to park at Irish piers and 
to unload straight onto lorries without weighing or any checks of any sort�  This is a hard pill 
for honest Irish fishermen who park beside them and have been afflicted by every Irish rule and 
regulation inflicted on them by the State.

Did the Taoiseach apologise to the fishermen after the attempted ramming of a Castletown-
bere vessel off the Castletownbere coast by a Spanish trawler which was illegally fishing in 
Irish waters?  It was three times the size of the Castletownbere trawler.  Irish fishermen have 
no protection in their own waters since no one could come to their aid to immediately arrest 
the Spanish trawler which was carrying out an act of piracy�  The only explanation that the 
Taoiseach gave last Saturday, which has left many exasperated, is that there is an uneven and 
unfair burden on Irish fishermen and he has made it clear to the Commission.  Is the best the 
Taoiseach has to offer?  Everyone knew this already.  Will the Taoiseach reveal today how these 
fishermen’s incomes and livelihoods, which the Government is helping to destroy, can be saved 
without the word “decommission”?

22/06/2021G00200The Taoiseach: I had good and constructive engagement with the fishers in west Cork over 
the weekend�  I visited Castletownbere and Union Hall�  We had a matter of fact meeting to go 
through the issues in a sensible way, listening to what the fishers had to say and identifying the 
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issues�  The country was faced with a no-deal Brexit or a trade and co-operation agreement�  A 
no-deal Brexit would have been catastrophic for the Irish fishing industry, given how dependent 
our pelagic fleet is on fish in British waters and always was.  It was always a problem even 
prior to Brexit and   once Brexit was contemplated at all�  That said, there was, in our view, an 
unfair burden on Ireland arising out of that agreement, which we are pursuing with the Com-
mission�  That leads to the key item at the meeting�  At the meeting I had yesterday, I initiated 
a social dialogue forum with the fishing industry and I met with the producer organisations and 
fishing representatives from the different categories and sectors for more than two hours to go 
through these issues�  One is the Common Fisheries Policy review next year, which will give us 
an opportunity to see if we can claw back some of the quota and share that we lost as a result of 
Brexit�  Another issue is the control plan�

Deputy Collins is being somewhat disingenuous�  The Department did not remove the dero-
gation in respect of the weighing of fish in our factories.  As he knows, the Commission initiated 
proceedings and an investigation into the plan�  Its implementing decision revoked the approval 
of the Irish control plan for the weighing of fishery products which had been submitted.  We re-
ceived that Commission implementing decision revoking the approval of the Irish control plan 
submitted for the weighing of fishery products.  The SFPA must now respond to that.  This is a 
very serious issue for all the fishers.  One of the reasons I was in Union Hall and Castletownbere 
was to witness at first hand the impact of this decision.

We also need to engage with the Commission on that�  Rightly or wrongly, the Commission’s 
assertion is that there was overfishing of our quota and it wants to claw some of that back.  We 
are resisting that�  We will need to deploy all legal tools at our disposal to resist it�  That brings 
me back to a point I made to all the groups yesterday�  We need to reset our relationship with 
Europe regarding fishing.  The Commission’s perception of how we are enforcing the Common 
Fisheries Policy in Ireland and our perception of that are miles apart�  Standing up and attack-
ing the Government on these issues is missing the point�  We need to engage with the European 
Commission on these issues.  I intend to engage with it.  I intend to work closely with the fish-
ing industry to go through the items I have just referenced and other items that were also raised�

22/06/2021H00200Deputy Michael Collins: The Taoiseach mentioned the weighing issue and suggested it is 
the business of the SFPA�  The bottom line is that the SFPA and the Minister knew in December 
that there was a crisis�  They did not consult with the industry and they are only doing so now 
when it is too late�  Listening to the Taoiseach today convinces me that the Government does 
not have a plan for fishing other than to kick the can down the road until next year.  All the fish-
ermen are being fed is spin and more spin, going around in circles and leading them to a crisis 
protest tomorrow�

Only last week the Minister, Deputy McConalogue, stated incorrectly to the Dáil that the 
control plan is at public consultation.  This is incorrect as only white fish and shellfish plans 
are at public consultation.  Pelagic fishing is excluded from the consultation and is not part of 
any proposals�  He also stated that the SFPA would submit the control plan to the European 
Commission�  This is incorrect and misleading as section 43 of the Sea-Fisheries and Maritime 
Jurisdiction Act 2006 states it is the function of the Minister to submit the control plan to the 
European Commission following a Cabinet decision on that plan�  No control plan can be sub-
mitted to the European Commission by the SFPA.  This kind of spin to our fishermen is why we 
are in the mess we are in today�

I plead with the Taoiseach to give us an honest answer�  How does the Government propose 
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to immediately address the incomes and the livelihoods of thousands of Irish fishermen who 
will face an enormous drop in income or face losing their jobs?  I again ask the Taoiseach not 
to insult the fishermen of Ireland by mentioning decommissioning.

22/06/2021H00300The Taoiseach: I do not intend to engage in any spin.  I will talk directly to the fishers gen-
erally and to the fish producer organisations.  The purpose of yesterday’s meeting with all the 
organisations across the country was to have a no-holds-barred meeting�  It cannot be ping-pong 
with one side standing back attacking the other�  That achieves nothing�  That is why the Minis-
ter established the seafood sector task force�  Agreement was reached on an initial application of 
funding from the Brexit Adjustment Reserve Fund which would provide support to counter the 
adverse consequences of Brexit and to help fishers in the immediate timeframe ahead.  The task 
force will then return to a broader application of funding from the Brexit Adjustment Reserve 
Fund to see how we can in the medium term support fishers and also the coastal communities 
supported by fishing.

As the Deputy notes, the Government has provided substantial supports to Castletownbere, 
a harbour close to his heart�  In May, the Minister announced a substantial capital programme 
in that respect and we also want to support fishing communities through the Brexit Adjustment 
Reserve Fund.  We want to support primarily the fishers themselves who are under consider-
able pressure from both Brexit and the decision by the European Commission in respect of the 
control plan�

22/06/2021H00400An tOrd Gnó - Order of Business

22/06/2021H00500An Ceann Comhairle: The House has agreed that, for the duration of the Covid emer-
gency, the rapporteur’s report of the Order of Business will be taken as read�  It has been agreed 
by the Committee on Standing Orders and Dáil Reform that, for a trial period of three weeks, 
a single question shall be put on the business arrangements for the week�  Where a member of 
a party or group objects to the Order of Business, no further contribution may be made by any 
member of that party or group on the Order of Business�  Any objection shall not exceed one 
minute�  The Government shall make a single response to the objections that shall not exceed 
three minutes�  Are the proposed arrangements for this week’s business agreed?

22/06/2021J00200Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Not agreed�  The annual impact report from Women’s Aid 
was published today and the findings are absolutely shocking and devastating.  Contact with the 
service has increased by more than 40% since last year�  A number of reviews, audits and so on 
due for completion in the near future will inform the new national strategy for domestic, sexual 
and gender-based violence�  I accept this cannot be included for business this week, but we need 
statements and a debate on this matter before we rise for the summer break�  I invite the Gov-
ernment and everyone else to support that what was published this morning is shocking stuff.

22/06/2021J00300Deputy Mattie McGrath: On behalf of the Rural Independent Group, I am seeking time 
for a debate on the serious warnings by the Irish Postmasters’ Union of the inevitable collapse 
of the post office network and up to 200 branch closures in the near future if the Government 
does not intervene�  We have had report after report and investigation, but the Government is 
not supporting the network.  It is directing business away from the post offices, all of which are 
sole traders�  We badly need a debate on this matter�  We are told that by July, 875 postmaster-
operated offices will face a challenge due to a reduction of 20% in income.  Nobody can sustain 
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that.  They have come to the fore, as always, and played a gallant part in fighting Covid and 
helping people in the spirit of ní neart le cur le chéile, the meitheal�  We cannot continue to 
refuse them support or aid�  We need a serious debate in this House regarding the future of our 
post office network.

22/06/2021J00400The Taoiseach: I agree that the report from Women’s Aid on domestic violence and sexual 
and gender-based violence is particularly worrying�  It illustrates the wide-ranging negative 
impact the pandemic has had on all aspects of our society�  The Government would be willing 
to accommodate a debate on that report before the summer recess�  The Women’s Aid report 
shines a light on domestic violence and on how the pandemic has exacerbated the issue�  We 
would be willing to facilitate such a debate�

In respect of the postmasters, the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, Deputy 
Michael McGrath, and others in government have been very focused on that issue, including 
the Minister for Social Protection, Deputy Heather Humphreys, the Minister of State, Deputy 
Naughton and others�  I do not believe the issue was raised at the Business Committee�  I do 
not think anyone sought a debate on this matter at the Business Committee�  I will revert to 
the Chief Whip to see if something can be facilitated in that regard, not for this week, but next 
week�  

22/06/2021J00500An Ceann Comhairle: Is the business, as proposed for this week, agreed?

22/06/2021J00600Deputy Mattie McGrath: Not agreed�

Question, “That the proposal for dealing with this week’s business be agreed to” put and 
declared carried�

22/06/2021J00800An Ceann Comhairle: I call the leader of Sinn Féin, Deputy McDonald�  She has one 
minute�

22/06/2021J00900Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Back in May 2017, Sinn Féin brought forward a motion in 
respect of the national maternity hospital�  At that time, and since, very serious questions have 
been raised about the ownership and governance of this new national facility�  I am absolutely 
astounded that four years later we do not have a straight answer from Government in respect 
of ownership of this new national maternity hospital�  I put it to the Taoiseach that it would be 
unthinkable that hundreds of millions of euro in public money would be invested in a hospital 
that was not fully owned by the State�  I put it to him also that the Religious Sisters of Charity 
must be asked, as a matter of urgency, to transfer freehold ownership of that site lock, stock 
and barrel to the State with no strings attached�  I further put it to the Taoiseach that any ques-
tion, licence or mechanism that would open up any prospect of so-called ethos intruding on the 
provision of healthcare for women and neonates must be roundly rejected�  Can the Taoiseach 
confirm for us that we will have a full transfer of it to the State urgently?

22/06/2021K00200The Taoiseach: I cannot confirm that right now.  This has been a long saga, as the Deputy 
knows.  It was first announced in 2013 that the new national maternity hospital was to co-locate 
with St� Vincent’s University Hospital�  Since then, there seems to have been a protracted dis-
pute between the two voluntary hospitals�  Kieran Mulvey facilitated mediation in 2016�  That 
mediation agreement was published�  None of this should be new to people�  References were 
made to leasing and so on, as was well known at the time�  When the State is investing in and 
building a hospital, it should ideally own it�  The State will own the hospital but there is an issue 
with regard to the freehold of the site�  The Minister for Health will be engaging with stakehold-
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ers in that respect�  Planning permission for the hospital was secured in 2017�  Enabling works 
were carried out with regard to the car park and pharmacy�  This is all public knowledge�  The 
Minister will now engage with the St� Vincent’s Healthcare Group and the Religious Sisters of 
Charity on the issue of ownership.  There is no question of the ethos being in any way influ-
enced by any religious organisation�

22/06/2021K00300Deputy Alan Kelly: I would like to tease this out a little bit further because I did not get 
much from the Taoiseach’s answer to Deputy McDonald�  To be honest, the Taoiseach did not 
answer the question�  The Taoiseach keeps saying that this is going to be owned by the State�  
If that is the case, why is the Minister going to talk to the Sisters of Charity?  A deadline will 
have to be set at some stage�  Does the Taoiseach accept what his Tánaiste said a few days ago, 
which is that we may potentially have to look at a new site?  Or will the Taoiseach set some sort 
of deadline for these negotiations so that they do not evolve over a long period of time?  The 
Labour Party and I have suggested three months�  If not, the land will have to be acquired by 
way of compulsory purchase order, CPO�  We have to deal with this one way or the other�  The 
Taoiseach cannot just stand up and say that it will be owned by the State when we all know of 
the issues regarding ownership of the land and governance�  These issues go hand in hand�  We 
need to own the land�  The Taoiseach should either set a deadline or acquire the land by way of 
CPO�

22/06/2021K00400The Taoiseach: Is Deputy Kelly serious about a CPO?  How long does he think that would 
last?

22/06/2021K00500Deputy Alan Kelly: It should have been done years ago�

22/06/2021K00600The Taoiseach: We all need to get real now�

22/06/2021K00700Deputy Alan Kelly: I suggested a CPO in 2017�

22/06/2021K00800The Taoiseach: The project was announced in 2013�  Yes, ownership is a key issue but I do 
not believe in any shape or form that the governance will be influenced by any religious organi-
sation�  Those who have been involved with that aspect of the project have been very clear about 
that�  We would not tolerate it�  All services legally provided in the State will be facilitated in 
this new hospital�  However, I do have an issue�  When the State invests, the State should own 
it from then onwards but that is not where we have arrived at�

22/06/2021K00900Deputy Alan Kelly: Absolutely�  We are depending on the Pope�

22/06/2021K01000The Taoiseach: This situation has arisen as a result of the two hospitals being co-located----

22/06/2021K01100Deputy Alan Kelly: This has been going on for a decade�

22/06/2021K01200The Taoiseach: -----and the imperative that women in this country get modern healthcare 
provision�  While fantastic work is done in Holles Street, the situation there is not optimal�  We 
all know that co-location is the optimal situation�

22/06/2021K01300Deputy Alan Kelly: This could go on forever�

22/06/2021K01400Deputy Jennifer Whitmore: The Taoiseach has just told Deputy Kelly to get real�  The 
Taoiseach has to get real�  The women of Ireland will not accept a maternity hospital that does 
not provide the full complement of healthcare services we need�  The Taoiseach has said that 
he does not believe the governance is an issue�  Is he aware that at the moment one cannot get 
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IVF treatment or sterilisation procedures in St� Vincent’s University Hospital?  Why then does 
he believe that will change in the maternity hospital?  There has been absolutely no indication 
from the Government on what safeguards it will put in place because there are no safeguards 
that can be put in place�  The Catholic Church will not allow terminations to occur on land it 
owns�  It is time for the Taoiseach, the Minister for Health and the Government to get real�  We 
cannot afford to make the same mistakes again.  We just cannot afford to do it and women will 
not allow it to happen�

22/06/2021L00100The Taoiseach: Let us be fair here�  The Deputy should not put words into my mouth�  The 
Minister for Health has inherited this situation and is dealing with it�  First of all, there has to be 
stronger public interest on the board�  The current structure in terms of the membership of the 
board is not satisfactory�  Second, in my view, when the State is investing, the State should own�  
Third, I am simply saying to the Deputy that those who have been involved in the negotiations 
to date are absolutely adamant that there will be no influence by any religious ethos and, in par-
ticular, the Catholic church or the Sisters of Charity will have no influence - good, bad or indif-
ferent - whatsoever in terms of this national maternity hospital�  They are very clear about that�

22/06/2021L00200Deputy Jennifer Whitmore: They are pulling the wool over your eyes, Taoiseach�

22/06/2021L00300The Taoiseach: There is an ownership issue in terms of when the State is investing such 
substantial sums of money�  It will own the hospital but it will not, as it currently stands, own 
the site itself and that is a problem�

22/06/2021L00400Deputy Bríd Smith: On the same issue, it is extraordinary that within five days the national 
discourse on this has utterly changed�  In recent years I have asked the Taoiseach; the Minis-
ter, Deputy Stephen Donnelly; the Minister of State, Deputy Butler; and the Minister, Deputy 
Eamon Ryan, about this issue and on each occasion I have been assured that I can move on as 
there is nothing to be seen or worry about�  However, when I asked the Tánaiste about it last 
Thursday, he reinforced the absolute need for the State to fully own and control the new na-
tional maternity hospital�  We welcome the fact that the Government will not oppose the motion 
to be proposed by the Social Democrats tomorrow but the arguments over the costs and the 
legal complexity involved in the land deal cannot deflect from the essential goal of a fully State-
owned, State-run and State-controlled national maternity hospital�  Will the Taoiseach respond 
to the statement of Dr� Peter Boylan that this issue is a test of the State’s resolve with regard to 
who owns critical health infrastructure built with public funds?  If we do not do it now, then 
when?  What was Sláintecare all about?  Why did the Taoiseach and his Ministers repeatedly 
assure the House there was no problem with this, given that the Tánaiste differed with them last 
week?

22/06/2021L00500The Taoiseach: I certainly cannot recall giving the Deputy any assurance about anything 
because the Government has not signed off on anything in relation to this.  It is a pity that the is-
sue was not raised on Leaders’ Questions because the shortness of time to reply on the Order of 
Business does not allow one to give a more comprehensive account�  As far as I am concerned, 
there is one very significant issue here, which is the safety of women in particular in terms of 
building a modern maternity hospital�  I have often been struck by the fact that we have only 
managed this in one location, which is in Cork, where we have a modern maternity hospital 
with a neonatal facility�  Everyone agreed way back that we should have co-location in terms of 
optimal best outcomes for women in particular and that is why the original idea of the national 
maternity hospital co-locating with St� Vincent’s Hospital arose�  I do not think people want 
to unwind that idea of co-location and that creates its own context for this�  That said, nobody 
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wants, in this day and age, a national maternity hospital built by the State to be influenced by 
any church�

22/06/2021L00600An Ceann Comhairle: I thank the Taoiseach�

22/06/2021L00700The Taoiseach: It should not be�  It should be out of the question�

22/06/2021L00800An Ceann Comhairle: I thank the Taoiseach�

22/06/2021L00900The Taoiseach: We are clear that will be the case�

22/06/2021L01000Deputy Bríd Smith: Five Deputies have asked about this issue�  The Taoiseach has not 
given us an answer�

22/06/2021L01100An Ceann Comhairle: Time is up, please�

22/06/2021L01200The Taoiseach: Previous Ministers have given that assurance, to be fair�  The previous Min-
ister for Health, Deputy Harris, gave that assurance to the House on repeated occasions�  The 
Minister, Deputy Stephen Donnelly is giving that assurance�

22/06/2021L01300An Ceann Comhairle: The time is up�

22/06/2021L01400The Taoiseach: We are clear on that aspect of it�  There are certainly issues around the 
ownership of it and the representation of the State on the board�  Those are issues that have to 
be addressed because of the level of State investment involved and the consequences for ac-
countability as a result of that investment�

22/06/2021L01500Deputy Bríd Smith: If the issue of ownership is addressed, so is that of control�

22/06/2021L01600Deputy Cathal Berry: I raise the important issue of the volunteers who have been work-
ing so hard in mass vaccination centres and Covid testing facilities all over the country�  These 
are very fine people who, last March, signed up for what they thought was going to be a couple 
of months, but a couple of months has turned into a couple of years�  Has thought been given 
to how the State will recognise the significant contribution these people have made during this 
time of national crisis?  For instance, could a very small honorarium be considered so that 
they are not out of pocket?  Alternatively, a framed certificate signed by the President could be 
provided to each of the volunteers or a reception could be arranged in Áras an Uachtaráin or 
in Leinster House for the volunteers and their families to mark their significant contribution.  
I know it means a lot to them because they are very special people�  Many people talk about 
volunteering but these people have actually done it�

22/06/2021L01700The Taoiseach: I thank the Deputy very much indeed for that thoughtful presentation�  We 
will initiate and ensure the State does formally recognise the work of Covid volunteers�  I have 
met many of them in the vaccination centres�  The vaccination programme has been unprec-
edented and very professionally operated, with more than 3�5 million doses now administered�  
It is an extraordinary achievement so far and we have a long way to go yet�  We are highly 
appreciative of the important work where volunteers across the country have participated in 
the test centres and vaccination centres�  I noted the very moving testimonies of Covid vaccine 
volunteers recently published in The Irish Times�  I thank them all�  We will explore and work 
with the Deputy and others in terms of devising the best mechanisms to recognise this outstand-
ing act of volunteerism in the time of our country’s need�
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22/06/2021M00200Deputy Mattie McGrath: I return to the sad and scandalous closure of St� Brigid’s hospital 
in Carrick-on-Suir�  The Taoiseach told me in this Chamber four months ago that he would meet 
with Councillor Kieran Bourke and his Fianna Fáil colleagues in Tipperary County Council, the 
following morning if necessary�  The Minister of State, Deputy Butler, met with district council-
lors from Carrick-on-Suir ten days ago and she put the question to them whether they would put 
any of their loves ones in the hospital�  A petition is being organised by Councillor Bourke and 
the volunteer and staff team in his full-time office to ask the people of Carrick-on-Suir, south 
Kilkenny, east Waterford and surrounding areas whether they would put their people into this 
respite hospital, including for palliative care�  I know, before it comes back, that the answer will 
be 1,000% “Yes”�

In view of this impending petition and the overwhelming support for the hospital, will the 
Taoiseach meet with Councillor Burke and the others, as he promised?  They are his colleagues 
in the Fianna Fáil Party�  Will he meet with the action committee, the wonderful doctors and 
nurses there and the members of the community who have put so much work into fundraising 
and everything else for the hospice beds and rooms?  It is an excellent facility and it ill behoves 
the Minister of State, Deputy Butler, to say it is about health and safety issues when it is not�

22/06/2021M00300The Taoiseach: In fairness, the Minister of State, Deputy Butler, is a very sincere, genuine, 
diligent and hard-working Minister, who, generally speaking, does everything she possibly can 
to help Deputies across the House with issues�  She travels the length and breadth of the country 
to try to resolve issues of this kind�

22/06/2021M00400Deputy Mattie McGrath: It is on her doorstep�

22/06/2021M00500The Taoiseach: Her commitment cannot be questioned in that regard and nor can her desire 
to seek a reasonable and effective solution that can be executed and actioned.  As I said before, 
I will meet with Councillor Kieran Bourke and his team�  I do not have an issue with that and I 
will check with my office in terms of the logistics of it.  I know Deputy Cahill and others have 
been in touch about it as well�

22/06/2021M00600Deputy Thomas Pringle: I listened with interest to the Taoiseach’s response earlier in re-
gard to the Common Fisheries Policy and the Government’s attitude towards the review of the 
policy that is coming up in the next year or so�  He said he wanted to reset the relationship with 
Europe in respect of the review of the CFP�  How is he actually going to reset that relationship?  
I believe, and the truth of it can be seen, that Europe stole access to fishing from us as we were 
negotiating to join the European Union�  Is that the relationship the Taoiseach plans to reset, or 
is he going to go cap in hand to reset the relationship by saying, “Sorry, we were not bold boys 
and we did not do anything wrong�”  I wonder which relationship the Taoiseach is going to reset 
when he goes there�

22/06/2021M00700The Taoiseach: It is a relationship that we, as a country, have to rethink in terms of the 
European Union�  Deputies would have complained about the penalty points�  Europe has held 
back €25 million from our seafood funding.  I am making the point that it has held it back be-
cause we are the last country to sign up to basic frameworks�

22/06/2021M00800Deputy Thomas Pringle: It got more than €100 million from us.

22/06/2021M00900The Taoiseach: We cannot just keep going on the attack-----

22/06/2021M01000Deputy Thomas Pringle: Yes, we can�
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22/06/2021M01100The Taoiseach: -----without more constructive and, in my view, strategic thinking around 
how we position the Irish fishing industry for the future.  That is my point and it is why I want 
an ongoing dialogue with the industry�

22/06/2021M01200Deputy Thomas Pringle: We need to acknowledge the past�

22/06/2021M01300The Taoiseach: We can all stay in our particular positions and keep firing out the same sorts 
of assertions and so on while not achieving a whole lot�  The issue around the control plan is a 
further example of that�  It is easy to blame the Department and the Sea-Fisheries Protection Au-
thority�  I acknowledge that the authority needs reform and its members know that themselves�  
However, that in itself will not solve the issues�

22/06/2021M01400An Ceann Comhairle: The time is up�

22/06/2021M01500The Taoiseach: We need to discuss the issues with the Deputy and others�

22/06/2021M01600Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: Can the Taoiseach find out for me when works 
will commence on the railings of Carlow Courthouse?  I have been consistently on to the Min-
ister and the Office of Public Works to see when they will begin but I have, as yet, received no 
answer�  I understand the project is happening in phased stages�  This is an issue that requires 
transparency regarding its timeframe�

3 o’clock

The repeated deferral of the start date is unacceptable�  The courthouse was built nearly 200 
years ago�  It is right in the town centre�  I have been raising the issue for years now�  It is not 
like I am only coming to the Taoiseach after a short time�  It has been going on for years�  Even 
in my time as a Senator, it was meant to be done�  It is unacceptable�  I ask the Taoiseach to get 
some answers on the matter�  I would greatly appreciate it�

22/06/2021N00200The Taoiseach: I will pursue the issue with the Minister of State, Deputy O’Donovan, and 
try to get this sorted once and for all�

22/06/2021N00300Deputy Brendan Griffin: I am sure that the Taoiseach will agree that the incident involving 
Danish footballer, Christian Eriksen, ten days ago was very distressing to watch�  It reminded us 
all how such tragic events can occur in everyday life�  It can happen to anybody�

In the course of my work, one of the issues that is raised frequently is the lack of supports 
for community groups that provide defibrillators.  I acknowledge, in particular, that the sports 
capital programme, along with other funds, provides assistance in the purchase of defibrillators.  
However, more could be done to help with the upkeep and replacement of parts such as batter-
ies, pads and glass.  Defibrillators are vital pieces of equipment in our communities.  I ask the 
Taoiseach to seek to determine whether greater supports can be put in place to help maintain 
these vital pieces of equipment in our communities throughout the country� 

22/06/2021N00400The Taoiseach: I thank the Deputy for raising what is a most important issue�  We were all 
shocked at the scenes and we were absolutely delighted that Christian Eriksen came through�  
The events illustrated both the fragility of life itself and the importance of first aid, first respond-
ers, defibrillators and how what can be perceived to be one of the most difficult of circum-
stances can be retrieved�

I certainly will give thought to what the Deputy said.  There has been very significant provi-
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sion of defibrillators through hard work by volunteers and community groups the length and 
breadth of the country�  The Deputy has suggested a more structured support initiative that 
would support the provision of defibrillators and other facilities.  The maintenance of them is 
an issue on an ongoing basis�

22/06/2021N00500Deputy Brian Stanley: I wish to raise with the Taoiseach the fact that massive wind tur-
bines are still being built across the country�  They are up to 600 ft in height and are being built 
on sites very close to dwellings�  They are being built using outdated 2006 guidelines that were 
designed to cover small turbines of less than 50 m in height�  The way things are going, the 
Laois and Offaly area will soon become the wind turbine capital of the country.  That is not an 
argument against wind turbines or wind energy�

I have been chasing the issue for ten years with five Minsters and three Governments.  Some 
of my colleagues have also raised the issue�  There are still no guidelines or protection for rural 
dwellers�

I brought forward two Bills on wind turbine regulation�  I asked members of the Taoiseach’s 
party to support them in the House�  Only last week I received a reply to a parliamentary ques-
tion that I submitted on the issue, which could have been written eight years ago�  It stated: “My 
Department, in consultation with DECC, is endeavouring-----

22/06/2021N00600An Ceann Comhairle: Thank you, Deputy�  Time is up�  We cannot go into this now�

22/06/2021N00900Deputy Brian Stanley: -----to finalise and publish the revised Guidelines as quickly as pos-
sible�”  The problem is that the Government is closing the barn door when the horse has bolted�

22/06/2021N01000An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy, please�  The time is up�

22/06/2021N01100Deputy Brian Stanley: I am almost finished.  We need proper regulations.  We saw what 
happened with Wild West-style development with housing and we are still dealing with the 
economic consequences of that�  I appeal to the Taoiseach to ensure that wind turbine guidelines 
and regulations are put in place�  When will we see that being delivered?

22/06/2021N01200The Taoiseach: I have spoken to the Minister on the matter�  I understand that they are be-
ing prepared and finalised.  The Minister stated that he expects to have them-----

22/06/2021N01300Deputy Brian Stanley: They have had eight years�

22/06/2021N01400The Taoiseach: I know well�  That is why I asked the Minister and checked up on where 
they were.  He said they are being finalised.

22/06/2021N01500Deputy Alan Dillon: I wish to highlight a new report on the Atlantic rail corridor, specifi-
cally the Galway-Mayo rail link�  I welcome the Bradley report, which forecasts a very favour-
able economic outlook in respect of the reopening of the old rail corridor between Athenry and 
Claremorris.  Unlike other reports before it, the extensive on-the-ground and field research 
presents a favourable cost-benefit ratio, which demonstrates a positive economic return to the 
region.  The report mentions the opportunity offered to County Mayo with a potential additional 
23,000 tourists per annum travelling on the proposed rail link.  The findings of the Bradley 
report should now feed into the strategic rail review being undertaken on an all-Ireland basis�  
Will the Taoiseach commit to reviewing the findings of the report and, hopefully, put into action 
a project which will strongly promote balanced regional development for the Atlantic economic 
corridor?



22 June 2021

19

22/06/2021O00200The Taoiseach: The Minister for Transport, Deputy Ryan, in the context of the national 
strategic rail strategy, has included the western rail corridor, particularly the Athenry and Cla-
remorris project, within that overall strategic review�  All Oireachtas Members, particularly 
those from Mayo and Galway, will be interested when we have the results of this review�  I 
will certainly keep a close eye on it�  The Minister is anxious to be facilitated but obviously he 
is waiting�  This all-island strategic review has only commenced and we have to wait for the 
outcome of that to inform decision-making�

22/06/2021O00300Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan: I refer the Taoiseach to an article published in the Irish 
Examiner in 2017 which estimated that in the region of 23,000 homes, that is, houses and apart-
ments, were vacant in County Cork�  I could bring the Taoiseach to many towns and villages in 
west Cork in my constituency which have a vacancy rate of more than 50% for many on-street 
houses�  It is even worse again when it comes to those over-the-shop premises where a higher 
percentage are vacant�

In fairness to the Taoiseach, he said that the provision of housing is our No� 1 priority in 
government�  Part of the answer is staring us right in the face�  If we can bring on-street and 
over-the-shop vacant premises into the market, be it private or social housing, we will go part 
of the way to solving the housing crisis�

22/06/2021O00400An Ceann Comhairle: Thank you, Deputy�  The time is up�

22/06/2021O00500Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan: The Taoiseach estimated we need 40,000 units per year�  
Such a move would also reinvigorate and revitalise town centres�  Can we have a concrete plan 
to tackle that issue?

22/06/2021O00600The Taoiseach: It is a fair point�  The Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heri-
tage, in the context of the housing for all strategy, will be making provision for the restoration 
and the bringing back into use of houses currently idle and vacant in rural areas and in towns�  
The town centre first policy of the Government’s programme will also dovetail with that ob-
jective, as well as providing resources to incentivise conversion of over-the-shop premises for 
accommodation purposes�

Every single avenue to provide additional units of housing must be explored�  Those identi-
fied by the Deputy are obvious and clear which should be pursued.

22/06/2021O00700Deputy Imelda Munster: I have been contacted by numerous publicans over the past few 
weeks, not just in Drogheda but in my entire constituency, who obtained section 254 licences 
for outdoor dining�  They have been told by local authorities that alcohol cannot be consumed 
in these areas under the liquor by-laws, however�  I have contacted the local authorities for 
clarification.  They said it is up to the Garda to interpret and enforce the by-laws.  I contacted 
the Garda chief superintendent’s office in Louth to be informed the Garda will continue to en-
force this current legislation, including the intoxicating liquor laws and any amendments made 
as they arise�

Publicans, as the Taoiseach knows, have put much money and effort into ensuring their 
facilities will be able to cater for outdoor services�  The Government told us this is going to be 
an outdoor summer�

22/06/2021O00800An Ceann Comhairle: Thank you, Deputy�  The time is up�
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22/06/2021O00900Deputy Imelda Munster: Publicans are on their knees�

22/06/2021O01000An Ceann Comhairle: Time is up, please�

22/06/2021O01100Deputy Imelda Munster: When will the Minister for Justice, Deputy Humphreys, sign the 
statutory instrument to correct this anomaly?  The question is not if but when�  She has known 
about it for a couple of weeks�

22/06/2021O01200An Ceann Comhairle: Thank you, Deputy�  The time is up�

22/06/2021O01300Deputy Imelda Munster: Weeks are passing by and businesses are on their knees�  When 
can we expect that statutory instrument to be signed by the Minister?

22/06/2021O01400The Taoiseach: The State has supported outdoor hospitality through grants, restart grants 
and so forth�  The Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage gave supports to local 
authorities for the pedestrianisation of streets, along with the provision of facilities in various 
streets across the country�  Outdoor hospitality has reopened very well and it has gone down 
very well�  That needs to be acknowledged�  The Garda has displayed commendable discretion 
to date�  The Minister has indicated that she will bring forward a regulation to deal with this, 
which will happen as soon as it is ready�

22/06/2021P00200An Ceann Comhairle: That concludes Questions on Promised Legislation�

I must say it is very disappointing to see so many Members who have a total disregard for 
the rules of the House, and for the minute that is laid down, and who routinely ignore requests 
from the Chair to desist, regardless of who is presiding�  It is the height of bad manners at the 
very least�

22/06/2021P00300Teachtaireachtaí ó Roghchoistí - Messages from Select Committees

22/06/2021P00400An Ceann Comhairle: The Select Committee on Transport and Communications has com-
pleted its consideration of the Air Navigation and Transport Bill 2020 and has made amend-
ments thereto�

The Select Committee on Housing, Local Government and Heritage has completed its con-
sideration of the Land Development Agency Bill 2021 and has made amendments thereto�

22/06/2021P00500Technological Universities Act 2018 (Section 36) (Appointed Day) Order 2021: Refer-
ral to Joint Committee

22/06/2021P00600Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Jack Chambers): I move:

That the proposal that Dáil Éireann approves the following Order in draft:

Technological Universities Act 2018 (Section 36) (Appointed Day) Order 2021,

copies of which have been laid in draft form before Dáil Éireann on 11th June, 2021, 
be referred to the Joint Committee on Education, Further and Higher Education, Research, 
Innovation and Science, in accordance with Standing Order 95(5), which, not later than 7th 
July, 2021, shall send a message to the Dáil in the manner prescribed in Standing Order 101, 
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and Standing Order 100(2) shall accordingly apply�

Question put and agreed to�

22/06/2021P00800Ceisteanna - Questions

22/06/2021P00900Cabinet Committees

22/06/2021P010001� Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on economic 
recovery and investment last met; and when the next meeting is planned� [29523/21]

22/06/2021P011002� Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on eco-
nomic recovery and investment will next meet� [29604/21]

22/06/2021P012003� Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on economic re-
covery and investment will next meet� [30928/21]

22/06/2021P013004� Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on eco-
nomic recovery and investment last met; and when it will next meet� [31792/21]

22/06/2021P014005� Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on economic re-
covery and investment last met� [31404/21]

22/06/2021P015006� Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on economic 
recovery and investment last met� [31406/21]

22/06/2021P016007� Deputy Mick Barry asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on economic re-
covery and investment last met� [33209/21]

22/06/2021P017008� Deputy Mick Barry asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on transport last 
met; and when it will next meet� [33550/21]

22/06/2021P01800The Taoiseach: I propose to answer Questions Nos� 1 to 8, inclusive, together�

The Cabinet committee on economic recovery and investment has been established and first 
met on 8 July 2020�  It has met on a total of 13 occasions, most recently on 27 May�  The next 
meeting is not yet scheduled�  The members of the committee are the Taoiseach; the Tánaiste 
and Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment; the Minister for the Environment, Climate 
and Communications, and Transport; the Minister for Finance; the Minister for Public Expen-
diture and Reform; and the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media�  
Other Ministers or Ministers of State attend when required�

The Cabinet committee on economic recovery and investment is responsible for issues re-
lating to the economy and investment and had an initial focus last year on developing the July 
jobs stimulus�  Most recently, it has overseen the development of the Government’s economic 
recovery plan�  This plan, which was launched on 1 June, sets out renewed supports, invest-
ments and policies for a new stage of recovery in order to support people back into work and 
bring about a sustainable rebuilding and renewal of our economy and society�  The plan builds 
on the already unprecedented level of support provided by the Government to those impacted 
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by the pandemic to date�  The committee is also overseeing the ongoing review of the national 
development plan� 

Issues relevant to the transport sector can arise, as required, at a number of Cabinet com-
mittees, most notably the Cabinet committee on economic recovery and investment�   Issues 
relevant to the transport sector can arise at other Cabinet committees, such as the Cabinet com-
mittee on environment and climate change, and the Cabinet committee on Northern Ireland and 
Brexit�  Issues relating to transport are, of course, regularly discussed at full Cabinet meetings, 
where all formal decisions are made�

22/06/2021P01900An Ceann Comhairle: I thank the Taoiseach very much�  I note that Deputy Cathal Crowe 
is not present and call Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan to speak now�

22/06/2021P02000Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan: I welcome the recent publication of the national economic re-
covery plan, which outlines how the Government will spend almost €1 billion in funding that it 
has received from the EU.  Specifically referring to my own constituency of Cork North-Central 
and the north side of Cork city, we have a number of investments that we are looking forward 
to over the coming years�  I refer in particular to the urban regeneration and development fund 
announcement on the docklands, the recent Irish Rail announcement of €184 million, the poten-
tial movement on the Cork north ring road and, hopefully, a new elective hospital for the north 
side of Cork city�  Can the Taoiseach clarify what investments he envisages in the north side of 
Cork city going forward?

22/06/2021P02100Deputy Alan Kelly: The figures from EUROSTAT yesterday show that Ireland ranks 13th 
out of 27 EU countries on household living standards, falling behind Germany, Italy and Lithu-
ania�  That is where we really stand when the impact of multinationals on our GDP is stripped 
out.  When it comes to living standards and what people can actually afford to buy to live their 
lives, Irish people are in fact less well-off than the EU average.  That is what these figures are 
saying and is a reflection on the high prices here.  One of the principal drivers of that is the 
record levels of rent and the high cost of buying a home�  Childcare, obviously, is another such 
factor�

The social contract between the State and its people is that if one works hard, contributes 
and pays one’s taxes, one will be able to afford such things as housing and childcare.  The Eco-
nomic Social and Research Institute has said we need to double our investment in housing�  I 
ask the Taoiseach directly whether will this happen�  The head of the National Treasury Man-
agement Agency, Conor O’Kelly, said yesterday that the Government can borrow millions of 
euro more to build homes for years to come as low interest rates will be locked in�  This is his 
prediction�  Does the Taoiseach agree with him?

Two questions arise as a result of all of this data coming in.  First, will this be reflected in 
the review of the national development plan and in the budget of this year?  Will we be able 
to put that amount of money forward for housing?  Second, does the Taoiseach agree with the 
Tánaiste’s recent comments that 40,000 homes have to be built each year, and will be?

22/06/2021P02200Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh: Economic recovery in Mayo, the west and many other parts 
of the country relies on the roll-out of broadband.  That is why we welcomed the €2.7 billion 
contract�  There is a disconnect between the talk from the Government on the future of work 
and the potential of more remote working, and the reality on the ground in Mayo.  In the first 
18 months, only 4,378 homes and businesses have been reached out of a target of 115,000 and 
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only 632 of these have actually been connected�  Given that contractors were allowed to con-
tinue working on the roll-out over the past year, it is necessary for the Taoiseach to explain what 
has happened and why so little progress has been made�  People in my constituency of Mayo 
want to know what is going on�  For them to see such a shocking low number of connections is 
completely discouraging�  There has not been an adequate explanation of the situation�  What is 
the new agreed downgraded target for the connections this year?  What penalties will National 
Broadband Ireland face for falling so far behind schedule?  Does the Taoiseach share our con-
cern?  The Minister, Deputy Eamon Ryan, has said he hopes to negotiate a new contract and he 
will invoke the change control procedure in the broadband contract�  Can the Taoiseach tell us 
what is going on because we are very concerned at this point about the contract and all of the 
promises that have been made around broadband for rural Ireland?

22/06/2021P02300An Ceann Comhairle: I am getting concerned about the time being left for answers but I 
call Deputy Boyd Barrett to speak on behalf of Deputy Smith�

22/06/2021P02400Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: Yet again, I have to raise with the Taoiseach the plight of 
the taxi drivers�  The so-called package that was announced by the Minister, Deputy Eamon 
Ryan, is worth about €300 per taxi driver, given that they have lost many thousands of euro 
in income in the past year and have carried ongoing costs�  It goes nowhere near meeting the 
demands they made�  They met with the Taoiseach and have written to him subsequently, but 
have received no direct response from him�  They want to know whether that is the end of it 
now�  Is that all they are getting?  In particular, they are pleading around the issue of the exten-
sion of the ten-year rule to something like 15 years�  Otherwise, many of these drivers who have 
lost a year’s income and are carrying debts will have to replace their vehicles at the end of this 
year�  They simply will not have the money to do so�  Given that billions of euro have rightly 
been given to other industries, will the Taoiseach tell the taxi drivers that a measure that would 
actually cost nothing will be agreed?  I refer to the extension of the ten-year rule to become a 
15-year rule�  This would remove a huge burden from their shoulders and would allow them to 
plan over the coming years while the recovery of their industry remains very uncertain�

22/06/2021P02500Deputy Paul Murphy: Yesterday, the ESRI issued a report which refutes the key justifica-
tion the Government has put forward for cutting the pandemic unemployment payment, PUP, 
in September�  For months we have had to listen to millionaire business owners, like Pat Mc-
Donagh of Supermac’s, calling for cuts to the PUP and claiming it was so high it meant that 
workers were better off not working.  Yesterday’s ESRI report exposed that as being simply un-
true�  In fact, it highlighted the major damage that cutting the PUP would have in taking money 
out of the economy.  It also referred to the cliff edge that is facing students come September.  
Those who usually rely on part-time work to pay their way through education will find it very 
difficult to get work.  The Government is creating a cliff edge for them which will potentially 
force them out of third level education�  It is time to change course�  Cutting the PUP, or trying 
to intimidate or shame those on the PUP with checkpoints or Government propaganda, is sim-
ply not on�  Will the Taoiseach reconsider this position?

22/06/2021Q00200Deputy Mick Barry: At a meeting this morning of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on 
Transport and Communications, the Aer Lingus CEO, Ms Lynne Embleton, was asked whether 
she would keep 200 Cork workers on the books for ten weeks that Cork Airport is to be closed 
for runway repairs in September, October and November�  She replied that at the time of the de-
cision to announce the layoffs, there was uncertainty regarding the employment wage subsidy 
scheme, EWSS, its continuance and what form that continuance would take�  Given that there 
is no longer uncertainty about the EWSS, and given that it will be in place for the September to 
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November period when Cork Airport will be shut, Ms Embleton and Aer Lingus no longer have 
an excuse not to keep those workers on the books�

Will the Taoiseach tell the House that the continued payment of the EWSS to Aer Lingus 
must now mean that plans to temporarily lay off 200 workers will be cancelled, and that the 
workers must remain on the books for that ten-week period?

22/06/2021Q00300Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: I too raise the ESRI data published yesterday and urge the 
Taoiseach to form and launch an ambitious, thoughtful and far-reaching recovery package for 
young people and young workers because all the data reflect that they have been hardest hit and 
the damage will remain for some time�  Social Justice Ireland, the OECD and many others have 
recognised this fact.  The Government’s efforts thus far in addressing these issues for younger 
people have been minimalist, to be polite about it�  I urge the Taoiseach to be ambitious, thought-
ful and expansive in the support and ambition shown for younger people and younger workers�

22/06/2021Q00400The Taoiseach: To respond to Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan, URDF funding will be substan-
tial, at more than €300 million, for the docklands in Cork, which encompasses the south docks 
as well as the northern side�  It will create employment overall in the region, which will be of 
great significance for the infrastructural works that will facilitate both residential and commer-
cial developments in the Cork docklands of benefit to many people living in the northside of 
Cork�

The Irish Rail investment of €185 million in commuter rail, particularly in regard to the 
revamp of Kent Station and the Cobh line, from Glounthaune to Monard, will have significant 
impacts throughout the northside of Cork and the hinterland around the northside of Cork city 
and county.  It will be a significant investment because it will leverage and incentivise further 
urban development along the rail track�  The idea is that in order to get sustainable communities, 
there needs to be investment in a combination of public transport and housing�  It will be very 
interesting to see how the development pans out.  We are very keen that it will lead to significant 
economic development on the northside of Cork, and I believe this rail investment will in time 
come to be seen as very important�

On the new elective hospital, the HSE has made submissions in that regard and land on the 
northside of Cork has been identified as one potential location.  It is important that we moder-
nise healthcare facilities throughout the country, and a number of elective hospitals have been 
identified.  Some work, negotiations and considerations are still under way with the HSE in the 
context of Sláintecare, whose framework covers this, and the Government will eventually be 
involved in the decision-making.  The hospital will make for a very significant development 
in modernising our healthcare system and will make it more efficient in terms of elective care.  
It will take pressure off the trauma centres and the centres for excellence and ensure we can 
get through our waiting lists much more quickly than is currently the case at the major trauma 
centres�

To respond to Deputy Kelly, there are various broader metrics and standards�  We are devel-
oping a well-being framework under the aegis of my Department to identify the characteristics 
and that will more broadly measure not just the economic metrics but also the broader quality 
of life in Ireland�  This will be within an OECD framework�  A similar model has been devel-
oped in New Zealand and elsewhere, and we are keen to adapt such a framework to Ireland�  Of 
course, there has always been the issue between GDP and GNI in Ireland�  Equally, however, 
the impact of foreign direct investment, FDI, in Ireland, when it is stripped out, is not accurately 
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assessed either�  It too can be understated, in regard to the quality of work and so on being pro-
vided and the historic added value of human capital, experience and expertise that have been 
garnered over the years, which have a consequential impact on indigenous industry, enterprise 
and research�  

We still have much to do�  As for housing, I think it is about capacity and delivery�  We built 
about 20,000 houses last year and lost about 5,000 because of Covid�  This year, it is estimated 
that the figure we build could be between 18,000 and 20,000, losing a further 5,000 or 6,000 
because of Covid and the lockdown-----

22/06/2021Q00500An Ceann Comhairle: Thank you, Taoiseach�  I am afraid we have to move to the next set 
of questions�

22/06/2021Q00600Deputy Mick Barry: We have not had any answers�

22/06/2021Q00700The Taoiseach: The ESRI has stated that we should, and need to, build up to 33,000 houses 
a year�

On the taxi question, if I may continue, a €6.5 million package was provided last week for 
taxi, hackney and limousine operators following my meetings with them and my engagement 
with the Minister for Transport.  That involved €3 million for the continued waiver of vehicle 
licence fees in 2022, €2 million for a once-off motor tax refund scheme specifically for taxi and 
hackney operators and €1.5 million for a national car test, NCT, fee refund scheme.  In addi-
tion to the supports for the small public service vehicle, SPSV, industry, the Government has 
maintained a wide-ranging programme of supports with broad eligibility criteria for individuals 
and businesses that have been adversely affected by Covid-19-----

22/06/2021Q00800An Ceann Comhairle: We need to move to Question No� 9, I am afraid�  We are out of time�

22/06/2021Q00900The Taoiseach: These supports include the PUP and enterprise support grants, many of 
which can be accessed by taxi drivers�

(Interruptions).

22/06/2021Q01100Deputy Mick Barry: Why can we not have more time?

22/06/2021Q01200An Ceann Comhairle: Members are proposing more time�  If they want to take time from 
the second batch of questions, they can agree to do so�  Is that agreed?

22/06/2021Q01300Deputy Mick Barry: Yes�  Let us hear the replies�

22/06/2021Q01400The Taoiseach: I had to race through the details of the taxi package.  It is €6.5 million, not 
€300.  Again, I am always open to engaging with the taxi drivers------

22/06/2021Q01500Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: Will the Taoiseach consider an extension?

22/06/2021Q01600The Taoiseach: I have not seen the recent letter�  I will follow up on that to see where it is 
in the system and activate that process.  Deputies McAuliffe and Lahart and Senator Fitzpatrick 
were instrumental in organising that meeting�  I will engage with them and Deputy Boyd Barrett 
to follow through on those issues�
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The Government has decided to extend the pandemic unemployment payment from the pre-
vious midsummer date to September and beyond, into February of next year, albeit at reduced 
rates from September�  The comments on students were not fair�  The Government has been 
supportive of students in the context of the application of the pandemic unemployment pay-
ment in an unprecedented way�  Ordinarily, students have never availed of social welfare pay-
ments while studying full time at college, yet the Government, in the context of the pandemic, 
supported students through the pandemic unemployment payment�  It was unprecedented�  It 
has been very helpful and supportive to students and their families and it is not fair to try to 
characterise it as anything but that�  It is certainly not minimalist, as Deputy McDonald tried to 
suggest�

A great deal of populism is going on at the moment�  Everybody wants to appeal to every-
body and a by-election campaign is taking place, but there needs to be balance and perspective 
in regard to how we emerge from the pandemic and invest in new sectors�  The most important 
thing we can do for young people is to invest in education, research and skills and reskilling, 
and to provide more places in further education, apprenticeships and third level�  We will do 
that�  We did it last year and the economic recovery plan provides substantial investment for 
thousands of additional places, through SOLAS, the further education sector, third level and 
fourth level in terms of research�  That is what we have to do as a country in terms of making 
sure we are competitive into the future as an economy�  We have to invest in human capital and 
young people and give them the opportunity to gain additional qualifications to reskill, in terms 
of the retrofit programme, for example.

We need more apprenticeships in construction�  Everyone talks about housing�  We need 
more people who are skilled to build houses into the future�  That human capacity has to be built 
up to get to the 30,000 or 40,000 capacity towards the end of the decade�  That will be a key 
ingredient and is where resources have to be targeted in the future�

22/06/2021R00200Deputy Mick Barry: What about Cork Airport?

22/06/2021R00300The Taoiseach: On Deputy Barry’s question, I have not heard Ms Lynne Embleton commit-
tee’s presentation�  I am wary of taking on board fully what the Deputy said she said, because 
people often paraphrase what somebody said and it does not turn out to be exactly what the 
person said�  However, the fact there is no uncertainty as to the continuance of the employment 
wage subsidy scheme, EWSS, to the end of the year should facilitate the continuity in employ-
ment of the workers in the Cork location and in Shannon�

22/06/2021R00400An Ceann Comhairle: We are finished.  Maybe we will take the three minutes lost from the 
final lot of questions, if that is okay with Members.  We will go ahead now-----

22/06/2021R00500Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: The group-----

22/06/2021R00600An Ceann Comhairle: No�  There are four questions in each-----

22/06/2021R00700The Taoiseach: We cannot keep making up the rules as we go along�

22/06/2021R00750National Security Committee

22/06/2021R008009� Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach the membership and terms of refer-
ence of the National Security Committee chaired by the Secretary General of his Department� 
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[29521/21]

22/06/2021R0090010� Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Taoiseach if he will provide a list of the membership of 
the National Security Committee; and when it last met� [29776/21]

22/06/2021R0100011� Deputy James Lawless asked the Taoiseach the details of the National Security Com-
mittee� [33007/21]

22/06/2021R0110012� Deputy Catherine Murphy asked the Taoiseach the membership and terms of refer-
ence of the National Security Committee chaired by the Secretary General of his Department� 
[33042/21]

22/06/2021R01200The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos� 9 to 12, inclusive, together�

The National Security Committee is chaired by the Secretary General to the Government 
and it comprises representatives at the highest level from the Departments of Justice, Defence, 
Foreign Affairs, the Environment, Climate and Communications and from An Garda Síochána 
and the Defence Forces�  The secretariat to the Committee is provided by the National Security 
Analysis Centre in my Department�

The committee is concerned with ensuring that the Government and I are advised of high-
level security issues and the responses to them, but it is not concerned with operational security 
matters�

As Taoiseach, I am briefed regularly by the Garda Commissioner and by relevant officials 
on the national and international security situation and on any individual incidents that may 
occur�  The relevant Ministers also brief the Government on security issues within their remit 
as the need arises�  There are also special arrangements in place to deal with particular circum-
stances that may arise, such as the recent cyber attack on the HSE’s IT systems�

Having regard to the confidential nature of the work of the committee, it is the long-standing 
practice not to disclose information about individual meetings�  I can tell Deputies, however, 
that the committee generally meets a number of times a year and as required, and that it will 
continue to do so�

The committee’s focus is on the main threats to the State’s security and it has also addressed 
aspects of the State’s response to the Covid-19 pandemic�

In addition to its meetings, the members of the committee liaise on an ongoing basis to 
monitor developments that might have national security implications, in particular in the inter-
national arena�

22/06/2021R01300Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Can the Taoiseach tell us what interaction the National Cy-
ber Security Centre has with the work of the National Security Committee?  Is the centre repre-
sented on the committee and did either advise the Taoiseach of high-level cybersecurity threats 
following Government formation last year?  As the Taoiseach is aware, the budget and staffing 
of the National Cyber Security Centre came under significant scrutiny last month.  Having 
failed to secure a preferred candidate for the role of director, this position is to be readvertised 
and the Minister awaits the outcome of a capacity review, although we know the centre employs 
just 29 people, despite its responsibilities�

The main role of the centre is to lead in the management of major cybersecurity incidences 
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across Government, provide guidance and advice to citizens and business on major cybersecu-
rity incidents and to develop strong international relationships in the global cybersecurity com-
munities.  Despite these significant responsibilities, the salary offered to the director is just half 
of what is paid to each of the Taoiseach’s special advisers�

In fact, the Government’s overall annual spend on special advisors matches the centre’s 
annual operating budget�  That is astonishing�  I would like the Taoiseach to explain how that 
makes any sense�  Evidence given last month at committee advised the centre’s budget needs to 
be significantly increased.  On that basis, can the Taoiseach advise us when the capacity review 
of the National Cyber Security Centre will be completed?  Will the Government act quickly to 
provide for the additional resources we expect to be identified in that review?

22/06/2021R01400Deputy Alan Kelly: The last Government had a Cabinet subcommittee on national security�  
Why was it dropped?  Is it not even more pertinent now we have such a Cabinet subcommittee?  
We have the National Security Committee�  I do not want the details, but I presume Ministers 
attend that�  Can the Taoiseach tell us how often it meets and at what level?

Where are we at as regards the cyberattack on the HSE?  Have we sourced where the attack-
ers targeted or how they got into our systems?  I do not want the Taoiseach to tell me here, but 
does he know?  Does he know where the weaknesses were?  I asked a whole range of questions 
regarding operating systems which were so out of date�  Have we any information as regards 
where the source of the weakness was?  I do not want to know what is, but I want to know 
whether the Taoiseach knows�

I ask about other future attacks�  How prepared are we across all our public services with 
regard to attacks in which hackers could be based in Russia or eastern Europe?  If an attack on 
our ESB or gas network was to happen, it would be serious�  It is not beyond possibility given 
our health service was brought to its knees�

There are a number of reports about Russian submarines in Irish waters, operating off the 
west coast�  Have we any capacity to monitor these?  What do we do?  A report in The Irish 
Times stated one third of fisheries patrols were cancelled by the naval service last year.  A sub-
mission from the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine to the Commission on the 
Defence Forces stated Ireland had to rely on an EU ship to patrol our fishing zones for the first 
time�

Some four of our nine vessels are out of action, mostly due to low staffing.  Basic pay, 
terms and conditions are a key problem for retention of such personnel in the Defence Forces�  
Recruitment, career progression and welfare of service families are also a major concern�  The 
Defence Forces’ strength have been hovering at just over 8,000 which is way below the 9,500 
mentioned in the White Paper�  Will this issue be addressed?  Has it been looked at by the Na-
tional Security Committee?  When will the Defence Forces commission a report?

22/06/2021R01500An Ceann Comhairle: I call Deputy Devlin on behalf of Deputy Lawless�

22/06/2021R01600Deputy Cormac Devlin: I thank the Taoiseach for his reply to that question�  Are there any 
plans to develop a national security strategy?  The previous Government went to develop a na-
tional security strategy in 2019, with the process led by the national security analysis centre�  I 
understand there was also a short consultation process undertaken at that time, over three weeks 
which included Christmas holidays�  Were the results of that consultation ever published?
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I note what the Taoiseach said on the confidentiality around this committee and I appreciate 
that�  However, if there is an intention to publish the results of the consultation, can the Taoise-
ach outline that to us?  With regard to the recent cyber attack, which the Taoiseach referred to 
in his response, both on the HSE and the Department of Health which obviously caused huge 
disruption right across the health system, has this National Security Committee met since that 
attack?

Given the impact of that cyberattack, does the Taoiseach believe a general review of the 
State’s cyber and general security apparatus should be undertaken?

22/06/2021R01700Deputy Catherine Murphy: I wonder if we are unnecessarily secretive about this commit-
tee.  In Germany, for example, the citizens get a briefing on the equivalent committee.  They 
know the full composition and what is deemed to be a threat�  That helps people on the non-
governmental side in terms of their level of preparedness�  We know what the State knows are 
threats, like hostile states, hardline dissidents and international organised crime, but where are 
we in relation to things like energy, cyber and climate issues?  What is being proactively done 
in relation to emerging threats?  Is independent advice available and routinely got?  Is there 
engagement with other states?  Has it been costed?  Very often that cost upfront is better than 
having to do things in response, as we are doing in relation to the cyberattack which may well 
have happened anyway�

A recent article by Conor Gallagher and Martin Wall sets out our vulnerability in terms of 
policing of our airspace�  We rely on the Royal Air Force, RAF, to scramble jets to monitor our 
skies�  I do not have an issue with that but it would be useful and reassuring for us to get an un-
derstanding�  More needs to be said and we need to be more open�  That is not to say we should 
expose ourselves in a way that makes us more vulnerable�

22/06/2021S00200The Taoiseach: The national cybersecurity strategy sets out the strategic approach to pro-
tecting the State in the cybersecurity realm over the next five years, which I think Deputy Mc-
Donald raised�  It sets out to develop our capacity and protect the State�  In the last budget, the 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, Deputy Michael McGrath, tripled the budget for 
the National Cyber Security Centre, which is part of the Department of Environment, Climate 
and Communications�  It manages the State’s incident response process to cyberattacks and 
is responsible for a series of initiatives to improve the resilience of critical infrastructure and 
public sector ICT�  It works closely with the Garda and the Defence Forces�  It is currently en-
gaged in a detailed risk assessment of critical infrastructure vulnerabilities in the State�  It also 
provides public information on cybersecurity risks and best practice�

In the context of the recent cyberattack on the HSE, our overarching priority was to restore 
all medical services.  It was extremely difficult on font-line workers.  I pay the warmest of trib-
utes to all staff in the HSE, including those in the war room who had to deal with the cyberattack 
and worked night and day, at great cost to themselves, to restore services.  It had a significantly 
negative impact on services.  Front-line staff on the hospital floor had to deal with the absence 
of scanning, patient records and so on.  It was extremely difficult for all concerned and I thank 
them for their enormous efforts in maintaining treatments for patients.

A group comprising the Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications, Dep-
uty Eamon Ryan; the Minister for Health, Deputy Stephen Donnelly; the Minister for Jus-
tice, Deputy Humphreys; the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, 
Deputy O’Gorman; and the Minister of State with responsibility for communications and e-
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government, Deputy Ossian Smyth, was established to monitor and steer the cross-Government 
response to the cyberattack�  It was supported in this by the National Security Analysis Centre, 
based in my Department�  That is in keeping with the arrangements in the National Cyber Se-
curity Centre’s, NCSC, critical national incident response plan for managing incidents such 
as these.  The technical response to the attack involved a strongly co-ordinated effort across 
Government working in co-operation with specialist private sector contractors�  That dedicated 
work is ongoing and will continue until the systems are restored and functioning again�

The Garda national cybercrime bureau leads on the criminal investigation and will continue 
to work closely with the NCSC and the HSE on this�  It is also working with international part-
ners, given the nature of the crime involved�  It is clear in the context of cyberattacks that one 
has to have a team-based response, both within the country across Departments and also across 
Europe.  It is a collective effort.  The UK was particularly helpful in providing cybersecurity 
expertise�  People rallied to the call to help us�  The Polish Government gave its experience 
because it had been the victim of a recent attack�  This needs to be acknowledged�

On the national security committee and the analysis I have received, there are a number of 
high-level threats or potential threats to the State that we have to keep an eye on and that some 
Deputies have referenced, relating to international geopolitics and to right-ring extremists and 
extremists of one kind or another�  Our security apparatus, our Defence Forces and our gardaí 
keep a vigilant eye on all of that�

Deputy Kelly asked about the status of the commission on the Defence Forces�  That in-
dependent commission has been established and has a mandate to report within 12 months�  I 
think Deputies are familiar with the terms of reference, which relate to the structure and size of 
the Defence Forces, encompassing capability structures and staffing, appropriate governance, 
high-level command and control, pay and allowance structures, recruitment, retention, career 
progression, leveraging the capabilities of the Reserve Defence Force, RDF, and its support to 
the permanent Defence Forces, making service in the RDF more attractive and, of course, ar-
rangements for the effective defence of the country by land, air and sea.

The commission has invited submissions from individuals and organisations on issues rel-
evant to its terms of reference�  It received over 500 submissions, which it is analysing�  It has 
been established as an independent body and has met with a broad stakeholder group, including 
the Defence Forces representative associations, commissioned and enlisted members of the 
Defence Forces and senior officials and personnel from my Department, the Defence Forces 
and other groups�

On Deputy Devlin’s points, I will work on the publication of the consultations he refer-
enced�  As I have outlined in terms of the national security strategy, there was a framework for 
us to work on and through and, in terms of resources, to do what we can�

On Deputy Catherine Murphy’s point, there is a balance between openness around national 
security policy and the Deputy’s sense that we are overly secretive�  We have to take on board 
the advice we receive on certain aspects of national security but I would be interested in con-
tinuing the discussion with the Deputy
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22/06/2021S00300National Risk Assessment

22/06/2021S0040013� Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the status of the National 
Risk Assessment for 2021� [29777/21]

22/06/2021S0050014� Deputy James Lawless asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the National Risk As-
sessment� [33008/21]

22/06/2021S0060015� Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the status of the 
National Risk Assessment for 2021� [33398/21]

22/06/2021S0070016� Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the status of the National 
Risk Assessment for 2021� [33401/21]

22/06/2021S00800The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos� 13 to 16, inclusive, together�

The purpose of the national risk assessment, NRA, is to identify major strategic risks to Ire-
land’s well-being in consultation with stakeholders.  Since it was first published in 2014, the na-
tional risk assessment has provided an overview of strategic risks and has drawn attention, at an 
early stage, to the importance of phenomena such as Brexit, housing shortages and pandemics�  
The process of preparing the assessment has been designed to ensure wide consultation across 
the full range of stakeholders�  This involves the dissemination of a draft for public consultation 
and opportunities for stakeholders and Oireachtas Members to contribute to the development 
of the final version.

The national risk assessment is not intended to replace the detailed risk management and 
preparedness carried out by Departments and agencies, including by the National Emergency 
Co-ordination Centre�  Rather, it is part of the overall risk management framework and is a tool 
to assist Departments and agencies to update existing or develop new mitigation plans�

The two years since the NRA was last published in 2019 have been particularly turbulent 
as a number of major risks have materialised�  The Covid-19 pandemic has been the most sig-
nificant of these, not least in the cost to health and life.  Given the impact on resources of the 
pandemic crisis in 2020, the Department was not in a position to prepare an updated national 
risk assessment last year�  However, work is well advanced on preparing an updated draft ver-
sion this year, which I hope will be published for consultation shortly�

22/06/2021S00900Deputy Alan Kelly: Covid will continue to be the biggest risk as we move forward but 
hospital overcrowding will also be a significant risk.  We barely had a flu season in 2020 due 
to everything�  Ensuring as many people as possible are vaccinated this winter will be critical�  
I want to ask the Taoiseach about supply issues regarding the roll-out�  What are we ordering 
for next year?  I know decisions were to be made by the Cabinet today�  It would be useful if 
the Taoiseach outlined them in his response.  I know we had 4.9 million Pfizer doses ordered 
for next year and again for 2023�  There were reports in various media saying that we would 
need to have booster shots in 2022 as, hopefully, we will get to a point where everyone in the 
country has been offered a vaccine and we are fully vaccinated by September or October at the 
latest�  From a risk point of view, will the Taoiseach outline if we all need to get boosters?  From 
what I am hearing, I suggest we probably do�  What are the plans for that?  Have we everything 
ordered for the end of this year and early next year?  The CMO has indicated to NIAC that a 
booster campaign will potentially be needed�  Will the Taoiseach please outline to us whether 
he believes there will be a need for a booster at the end of this year, starting with the elderly 
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and working all the way through the various vulnerable groups and age cohorts?  Have we pur-
chased the vaccines?  I know about Pfizer.  I heard stories today about Janssen and Moderna.  It 
would be useful if the Taoiseach outlined his thoughts on a booster campaign and what vaccines 
have been purchased�

22/06/2021T00200Deputy Cormac Devlin: On behalf of Deputy Lawless, I thank the Taoiseach for his re-
sponse regarding the national risk assessment�  The assessment began in 2014, there was an-
other in 2019 and the most recent one was deferred�

From my assessment, I understand that the level of spending in Ireland on defence in 2019 
was 0�2% of GDP�  By my calculations, that is far too low, even by the standards of any com-
parable neutral country�  In a recent budget there was a bigger annual increase for the military 
pensions than there was for day-to-day defence expenditure�  Could the Taoiseach have this 
examined, perhaps by reference to other similar neutral countries for instance, Finland, Sweden 
and Austria?  It is an important issue and we need to take account of it�  Given that the assess-
ment has not been done yet, as we are going to head into a new cycle it is important that we go 
in with a view to spending more to ensure the outcome is better�

22/06/2021T00300Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: The pandemic has clarified some of the key risks facing 
this country, and in some cases has created risks, so it is important that we respond�  The Tao-
iseach has spoken a lot about higher education, placements and people getting qualifications.  
I repeatedly put to him a number of examples of where we are not doing what he is saying we 
are going to do�  One thing the pandemic has done is created something of a mental health crisis 
for particular cohorts in society, yet we are chronically under capacity in terms of the supply of 
psychologists.  We have 400 fewer psychologists than were identified as being required under 
A Vision for Change�  Interestingly, in Sharing the Vision, the reference to psychologists has 
disappeared altogether because we have not been able to build the capacity�  I pointed out to the 
Taoiseach that the difficulties are immense, in particular for working class people or people on 
low incomes in getting doctorates in psychology�  There is a chronic lack of places for all types 
of psychology doctorates.  The level of fees for doctorates is €15,000 a year, and in the case of 
educational and counselling psychology no funding at all is available�  People are expected to 
do 30 months over three years of work and get no funding�  People are working unpaid on place-
ment and paying perhaps €50,000 over three years in fees.  They are in dire straits.  How exactly 
is that helping remove obstacles to higher education in a key area like mental health when we 
have 10,000 children, adolescents and adults waiting for psychological services?

I could make the same point about doctors and the obstacles being put in the way of graduate 
entry courses for doctors in terms of fees and the cost of concluding their doctorates, or student 
nurses who still face significant fees, which they should not have to pay when we need more 
nurses and who are being made to work unpaid on placements throughout their nurse training�

22/06/2021T00400Deputy Paul Murphy: A month ago I raised in the Dáil the need for us to take action to 
slow down the spread of the Delta variant in Ireland, including mandatory hotel quarantine for 
travellers from Britain�  I raised it again with the Taoiseach last week and he said the Govern-
ment is not taking any risk in terms of the Delta variant.  When I first raised it, we had a small 
number of cases of the Delta variant in Ireland but now one in five cases is the Delta variant.  In 
Britain, they have slowed down and delayed the reopening�  Belgium has now closed its borders 
to travellers from Britain in order to stop the spread of the Delta variant�  We know that it is 
more transmissible, and that one dose of Pfizer or AstraZeneca is not very effective against it.  
We know that young people, who make up a majority of the staff in the hospitality sector, have 
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overwhelmingly not been vaccinated�  Does the Government still think that it is not taking any 
risks?  Is it still planning to go ahead with the reopening of indoor hospitality on 5 July?  Is the 
Government planning to do anything about the crucial issue of ventilation, which the experts 
have been screaming about for a year in terms of new regulations and funding to ensure there is 
proper ventilation in indoor hospitality and elsewhere?

22/06/2021T00500The Taoiseach: In response to Deputy Kelly’s question, the Government decided today 
to procure additional Moderna and Janssen vaccines for 2022.  I can get the specific volumes 
for the Deputy.  That is in addition to what we have already agreed in respect of Pfizer.  This 
is all part of the European Union pre-purchase agreement framework for 2022 and 2023�  The 
Health Emergency and Preparedness Response Authority, HERA, was established by Europe 
some time ago and has been preparing for the speedier manufacture and production of vaccines 
to deal with variants in the future, but also to have an expanded provision of vaccines for teen-
agers and children if authorised by the authorising authorities�  NIAC is currently looking at a 
vaccination programme for teenagers and children.  Suffice to say, it is our view that we need 
to purchase a sufficiency of vaccines to take us through 2022 and 2023.  Europe has already 
reached a deal with Pfizer to provide 900 million vaccines over the next two years.  We have 
opted in to those pre-purchase agreements and options�  It is good pre-planning by Europe�  We 
will add any surplus vaccines to our current support for COVAX and for other countries getting 
vaccinated.  Europe is also providing €1 billion to support and build manufacturing capacity to 
develop vaccines on the African continent�

Deputy Devlin makes a very fair point on investment in the Defence Forces, which we 
are improving and increasing�  He is correct about the consultations on the next cybersecurity 
strategy, which had to be delayed because of Covid-19, but it is resuming�  I outlined earlier 
the work of the commission on the Defence Forces, which is very comprehensive and in line 
with the programme for Government�  It will also feed into the pay review body, which is also 
provided for in the programme for Government�

In response to Deputy Boyd Barrett, I would argue that while some of the postgraduate pro-
grammes in medicine are much more expensive than the undergraduate programmes we pro-
vided additional places across the board at third level last year and we will do the same this year�  
We will do the same in further education and we will increase apprenticeship places as well�

In response to Deputy Paul Murphy’s point, the Government has been and is concerned 
about the Delta variant�  We have been monitoring it very carefully�  We set up a special group 
within the Government comprising senior officials to keep a very close eye on the progress and 
trajectory of the variant�

4 o’clock

The United Kingdom has slowed down, although its opening was far more advanced than 
our opening�  It has not stopped what it has already done but it has certainly not gone ahead 
with nightclubs and the ending of social distancing, for example, which I always thought was 
a bit ambitious�  It has stopped that because of the higher transmissibility of the Delta variant�

  We are going to have to examine this�  We will take the public health advice�  The CMO 
and his team are examining this�  The most recent data indicate a higher incidence of the Delta 
variant now in Ireland, which is a matter of significant concern.  We have to look at this on a 
number of fronts in terms of our vaccination strategy and in terms of ventilation, absolutely�  We 
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will keep the whole reopening strategy under close review, as we always do, and, as we have 
said all along, everything we do is subject to ongoing public health advice�

22/06/2021U00200European Council Meeting: Statements

22/06/2021U00300The Taoiseach: I will attend a meeting of the European Council later this week on 24 and 
25 June in Brussels�  At this week’s meeting, we will, as has become usual, discuss Covid-19�  
This week, our focus will be on vaccination rates across the EU, including in the context of new 
variants, and on progress on the EU digital Covid certificate, as well as an initial exchange on 
lessons learnt from the pandemic�  We will also discuss the EU’s economic recovery post-pan-
demic�  We will discuss migration, in particular its external aspects, including our co-operation 
and support for countries of origin and transit�  We will also return to discussions on relations 
with Russia, on Turkey and the situation in the eastern Mediterranean more generally, and on 
the worrying situation in Belarus�  While not part of the formal agenda, the Presidents of the 
Council and the Commission will brief us on their discussions at the recent G7 meeting, as well 
as at recent European Union summits with NATO, the US and Canada�  Our meeting will begin 
on 24 June with an exchange with United Nations Secretary General, Antonio Guterres, who 
was recently re-elected to his post for a second term�  On Friday, 25 June, we will also meet as 
the Euro Summit in inclusive format�  The Minister of State, Deputy Chambers, will provide 
more detail on Russia, Turkey and Belarus in his concluding remarks this afternoon�  I will ad-
dress all other agenda items�

Before turning to this week’s meeting, let me take the opportunity to report briefly on the 
special meeting of the European Council that was held on 24 and 25 May�  At that meeting, 
we discussed Covid-19, including ongoing developments on vaccination across Europe, and 
the operationalisation of the EU digital Covid certificate this summer.  As we had agreed to do 
when we met last December, we provided guidance to the European Commission on climate 
issues ahead of the expected publication of the “Fit for 55” package in July�  We discussed 
Belarus and agreed additional sanctions should be imposed in response to the shocking forced 
landing of a Ryanair flight in Minsk on 23 May and the detention by Belarusian authorities of 
journalist Roman Protasevich and Sofia Sapega.  We held a strategic debate on Russia and re-
stated our commitment to the five principles which have guided the EU’s policy towards Russia 
since 2016�

We had a short discussion on relations with the United Kingdom as they have developed 
since the end of the period of transition in January.  In this, we reaffirmed that the trade and 
co-operation agreement, together with the withdrawal agreement and its protocols, provide the 
framework for EU-UK relations and should be fully and effectively implemented.  I expressed 
my support for the approach being taken by the Commission and encouraged continued engage-
ment in good faith with the UK�

EU leaders also welcomed the Israel-Palestine ceasefire, which had come into effect in the 
days before our meeting, following the devastating loss of lives over the preceding weeks�  We 
reiterated our commitment to a two-state solution and agreed to continue to work with interna-
tional partners to restart a political process�

We condemned the kidnapping of the transitional President of Mali and the Prime Minister, 
and called for their immediate release�
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In preparation for this week’s meeting of the European Council, I met last week by video 
call, VC, with the President of the European Council, Charles Michel, and the leaders of Es-
tonia, Greece, Poland and Slovenia�  President Michel regularly convenes such meetings with 
small groups of EU leaders to help prepare the agenda for European Council meetings�  We had 
a good exchange on the agenda of this week’s meeting�

Our meeting this week with UN Secretary General Guterres is a timely opportunity as he 
starts his new term to exchange views on how the European Union and the United Nations can 
better work together�  Our discussion will build on the assessment on co-operation between the 
EU and the UN given by EU High Representative, Josep Borrell, to the UN Security Council 
on 10 June�  Engagement with the UN is always a vital part of Ireland’s foreign policy but, of 
course, it is particularly important at present due to our membership of the Security Council�  
Multilateral and UN-centred responses are essential for responding to complex global chal-
lenges in an interconnected and interdependent world�  Since taking up our seat on the UN Se-
curity Council on 1 January, Ireland has taken an active role and engaged constructively in the 
Security Council’s work on a range of country situations and thematic issues�  Ireland has also 
assumed a number of leadership roles on the Security Council, including as facilitator for Se-
curity Council activities under Resolution 2231 on the Iran nuclear issue, and as co-penholder, 
with Norway, on Syria humanitarian resolutions�  I look forward to taking part next week in a 
debate at the UN Security Council, under the Presidency of my European Council colleague, 
Prime Minister Kaja Kallas of Estonia, on “Maintaining International Peace and Security in 
Cyberspace”�

Ireland is currently one of three EU member states on the Security Council�  It is important 
to maintain EU co-operation and ensure a clear European Union voice on the many issues of 
concern to both the EU and UN�  The EU and UN are key components of a multilateral and 
international rules-based approach which provides the best protection and response to interna-
tional peace and security issues, Covid-19 recovery, human rights, sustainable development and 
climate change�

On Covid-19, this month’s meeting will allow for further discussion on epidemiological de-
velopments, vaccination programmes and preparations for implementing the EU digital Covid 
certificate.  The decision that the European Union should come together as one to order and dis-
tribute vaccines was the right one, and very much in Ireland’s interests�  It has given us access 
to a portfolio of billions of doses, and deliveries continue to increase�  Well over 355 million 
doses have already been delivered across the EU and more than 55% of the adult population 
have received at least one dose�

The EU is the largest exporter of Covid-19 vaccines to the world and will continue its ef-
forts to increase global vaccine production capacities in order to meet global needs�  Hundreds 
of millions of doses have been exported from the EU around the world to over 90 countries�  
Universal and equitable access to safe, effective and affordable diagnostics, treatments and vac-
cines is crucial in the global fight against Covid-19.  Accelerating work on vaccine sharing and 
production will be a focus of this week’s meeting, including the concrete aim agreed in May 
of donating at least 100 million doses by the end of the year�  On 4 June, the EU, within the 
WTO, submitted a proposal to agree on a global trade initiative for equitable access to Covid-19 
vaccines and therapeutics�  The three key components of this proposal are: ensuring vaccines, 
treatments and their essential ingredients can cross borders freely; concrete actions to expand 
production and ensure affordable supply; and clarification and facilitation of TRIPS agreement 
flexibilities relating to compulsory licenses.  It is clear that production capacity is a key issue, 
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and I welcome the European Commission’s announcement of €1 billion in funding to create 
long-term sustainable production capacity in Africa�

The EU has also played a role in responding to the immediate health crisis in a number of 
countries.  In April, Ireland contributed to EU efforts in providing life-saving equipment to In-
dia and, last week, we responded to Nepal’s request for assistance from EU member states with 
donations of medical equipment and PPE�  This material was donated by a number of organisa-
tions, including the HSE, and will support front-line workers delivering essential care�

Next week, we will have a first discussion of the lessons learnt from the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, drawing on an initial report presented by the Commission last week�  We must ensure that 
we enhance the EU’s preparedness, response capability and resilience to future crises�   While 
the European Union and its member states have accomplished much during the pandemic, it is 
clear that the European Union must be better equipped to support our collective efforts in the 
sphere of public health, while acknowledging areas of national competences�  There is scope to 
reduce unnecessary duplication of effort across member states, to improve co-ordination, and to 
harness our collective strengths as we address common challenges�  The success of the vaccina-
tion programme shows us what can be achieved when we work together as a Union�

The Conference on the Future of Europe, which met on Saturday for the first time in plenary 
session, will no doubt also reflect upon the impact of the pandemic and our collective response 
during its work�

On travel, we should acknowledge that the agreement reached on an EU digital Covid cer-
tificate is a significant achievement in a short timeframe.  The Government’s advice is still to 
avoid non-essential travel�  Subject to the prevailing public health situation, Ireland will operate 
the new digital certificate from 19 July for travel originating within the European Union and the 
EEA�  Ireland will broadly align itself to the European Union approach to non-essential travel 
into the European Union from third countries, including Great Britain and the United States of 
America�  This will facilitate the safe return of international travel underpinned by clear safety 
and public health protocols, including an emergency brake mechanism coordinated at European 
Union level to react swiftly to epidemiological developments of particular concern�  The Gov-
ernment agreed last week to enhanced quarantine arrangements for passengers arriving from 
Great Britain�

This month’s European Council will be an important opportunity to take stock of economic 
developments as we look ahead to the next phase of post-pandemic recovery�  The European 
Commission presented its European semester spring package on 2 June, with a focus this year 
on implementation of the €750 billion NextGenerationEU.  Formal ratification of the own re-
sources decision by all member states has cleared the way for European Commission borrowing 
on the markets to fund the NextGenerationEU package, with an initial €20 billion raised last 
week.  The Commission has indicated that it will issue approximately €80 billion of long-term 
bonds this year in addition to significant issuance of shorter-term bonds.

Most member states have now submitted their national recovery and resilience plans with a 
view to accessing funding under the recovery and resilience facility, which is the centrepiece of 
the NextGenerationEU package�  Ireland submitted its draft plan to the European Commission 
on 28 May�  This has been developed by the Government over recent months, guided by the 
requirement for a minimum of 37% of expenditure on climate, 20% expenditure on digital in-
vestments and reforms, investment and reform challenges identified in relevant country-specific 
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recommendations to Ireland in recent years, and ensuring alignment with national economic 
and investment plans, particularly the national economic recovery plan�  Ireland is expected 
to receive €915 million in grants in 2021 and 2022, which will be used to support investments 
between now and mid-2026�  Further grants will be allocated in 2023, taking into account eco-
nomic developments�

Ireland’s national recovery and resilience plan proposes investments and reform commit-
ments in three priority areas, which are advancing the green transition; accelerating and ex-
panding digital reforms and transformation; and social and economic recovery and job creation�  
The Commission has two months to assess the plan, followed by up to four weeks for member 
states to consider and approve it following the Commission’s assessment�  An initial summary 
of our draft plan was published earlier this month in conjunction with the Government’s eco-
nomic recovery plan�

Leaders will meet next Friday for a euro summit, where we will hear from the President of 
the European Central Bank, Christine Lagarde, and from the President of Eurogroup, the Min-
ister, Deputy Donohoe�  We agreed in March that the focus of this month’s discussion would 
be on post-pandemic economic challenges for the euro area, as well as reviewing progress 
under the banking union and capital markets union�  The continued activation of the Stability 
and Growth Pact’s general escape clause, this year and next, provides an important window of 
opportunity for ensuring we continue to have the right mix of monetary, fiscal and structural 
policies for the period ahead�  This includes a stronger focus on unlocking the full potential of 
our Single Market, including for next-generation digital services�  I look forward to construc-
tive discussions with leaders to this end�

Discussion next week will also return to the issue of migration�  Our focus will be mostly 
on the external aspects of migration.  We will take stock of the migration situation on different 
routes and will discuss how best to co-operate with third countries to manage this�  In 2019, the 
number of irregular crossings into the European Union was at its lowest level in six years and 
this fell further in 2020, largely as a result of Covid-19 restrictions�  However, the number of 
irregular border crossings at Europe’s external borders in the first four months of 2021 reached 
36,100, about a third higher than last year, and this is expected to rise further throughout the 
summer�

This has, regrettably, brought with it an increase in the number of people who have lost 
their lives while trying to reach Europe�  Ireland has consistently supported European Union 
efforts to deal with migration in a comprehensive manner.  This includes the need to make sus-
tainable progress on the challenges posed by irregular and forced migration�  To achieve this, 
we need to establish and strengthen mutually beneficial partnerships with key third countries.  
We recognise the importance of development co-operation in helping to create the conditions 
in which people do not feel that migration is their only option�  We need to keep a focus on 
tackling the root causes of forced migration such as conflict and climate change.  However, it 
is important that we do not let migration define the European Union’s relationship with third 
countries�  It should be only one part of a wider partnership�  In this context, the entry into force 
of the new neighbourhood, development and international co-operation instrument, known as 
NDICI-Global Europe, is welcome.  An indicative 10% of the NDICI-Global Europe financial 
envelope of almost €80 billion for 2021 to 2027 is to be used for migration-related activities.  
Ireland looks forward to continued work together as team Europe on this issue�

I look forward to the opportunity this week of engaging collectively and bilaterally with my 
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European counterparts�  In advance of the formal meeting, I will meet informally with leaders 
from the six Nordic-Baltic European Union member states, a group with which Ireland shares 
many policy priorities�  I will report to the House on our discussions next week�

22/06/2021V00200Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: I thank the Taoiseach�  EU leaders will meet at a crucial 
juncture�  I will raise a number of issues�  As we emerge from the pandemic, we have to plot 
our way ahead carefully and thoughtfully�  The Council will meet in June, which is the month 
of Pride�  I cannot let this opportunity go to reiterate our abhorrence towards the discriminatory 
and bigoted approach adopted by the Hungarian Government in respect of LGBT+ citizens�  I 
know the Commission is investigating this matter but there have to be consequences for Gov-
ernments that behave in this way�

As we rebuild, there are opportunities and challenges�  The challenge is to rebuild an econ-
omy which is better, stronger and fairer for everyone�  There cannot be a return to the old econ-
omy which served a privileged few at the top but failed ordinary workers and families�  We can 
do better and we must do better�  The focus of our recovery must be on jobs that are secure and 
well-paid�  Businesses will need to be supported to protect existing jobs and create new ones�  
The future is a new green, sustainable economy which can preserve our environment for future 
generations�  We need a balanced economy, in which rural communities get their fair share of 
jobs, growth and investment.  We need a specific focus on micro, small and medium businesses, 
which form the backbone of our economy and economies across Europe�

When we look to the North, we need to work through the challenges and maximise the op-
portunities of the Irish protocol because business wants the protocol to work and expects politi-
cal leaders to work together to deliver solutions to the practical challenges they face�  All politi-
cal parties, bar one, are doing this�  The joint committee has an important job to do�  Neither the 
DUP nor David Frost speak for the majority of people in the North of Ireland, whether MLAs, 
businesses or, crucially, citizens on any of these matters�  Nobody wants recurring extensions 
of grace periods, which only kick the can further down the road and fail to provide the essential 
certainty and stability businesses and all of us need�  Through dialogue and engagement, solu-
tions can and must be found and delivered�

We must also highlight the opportunities the protocol brings to the North�  It places the 
North in a unique position in respect of access to markets and we need to explore what that can 
mean for investment and growth�  This week, one of the largest businesses in the North, Dale 
Farm, won a contract to supply ingredients to a major European company�  InvestNI has spoken 
of the significant interest it has had from outside investors sparked by the opportunities of the 
protocol�  There are success stories but we do not often hear them�

Leaders at the European Council must be in no doubt that contrary to the loudest doomsday 
voices, the silent majority in the North supports the protocol�  All of us across the island recog-
nise its necessity and that needs to be made clear at the European Council�

The Council also has an important opportunity to challenge the injustice of the Common 
Fisheries Policy, a policy that has been devastating for our fishing community.  The Govern-
ment has sat idly by while a situation has developed in which Ireland has 12% of the waters in 
the EU but our fishing communities are only allowed to catch 4% of the fish.  This costs our 
State thousands of jobs and hundreds of millions of euro worth of seafood every year�  The 
Common Fisheries Policy must be revisited�  In the short term, we need equal burden sharing 
of the loss of fish quotas arising from the EU-British trade and co-operation agreement among 
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the fishing fleets of all member states.  The current situation is unreasonable and Europe must 
address it.  Ireland must stand up for our fishing communities at the European Council.

The Taoiseach again mentioned the Palestinian situation�  I have said this to him previously, 
but I wish to say it again�  It is not enough for Europe simply to restate positions and support 
for a peace process and for a two-state solution�  The challenge for Europe is much more pro-
found than that.  In the face of Israel consistently flouting and breaching international law and 
in the face of what is an apartheid regime in Israel, what will Europe do?  It is not a question 
of what it will say, but what it will do�  What will we do?  What will the international commu-
nity do to bring this to a head and to ensure that Palestinian lives matter, that Palestinian self-
determination is realised and that this open wound in the heart of the Middle East that affects all 
international diplomacy but above all has devastated the lives of men, women and children who 
have the right to a homeland, who have the right to peace and security, and who have the right 
to have their human and democratic rights recognised and vindicated?  What will Europe do?  
The Taoiseach should ask that question because that is the question on the lips of Irish people�

22/06/2021W00200Deputy John Brady: Undoubtedly, the primary issue facing the EU at this moment contin-
ues to be the Covid-19 pandemic followed by how we, both as an independent nation state and 
as a contributing member of the institution, are to chart the course of economic recovery from 
the unprecedented events that have occurred since March 2020�  The impact the pandemic has 
wrought on our economy has been compounded by the added impact of Brexit�  The geographic 
position that we occupy of having Britain as our nearest neighbour, the political complexities of 
our relationship with the British and the impact of Brexit on our export economy positions Ire-
land as the nation most severely impacted by Brexit�  While I welcome the reports that Ireland 
will receive €1 billion from the EU Brexit adjustment reserve fund, it is imperative that these 
funds find their way to where they are most needed.

Significant issues remain to be resolved relating to access to traditional fishing waters by 
Irish trawlers as a consequence of the failure to safeguard the rights of Irish fishers.  The impact 
on our coastal and fishing communities is potentially devastating.

Many of our businesses have made heroic efforts to stay afloat during the pandemic lock-
down�  Their ambitions have been reduced to just staying in the game�  This funding must be 
directed towards keeping people in work and keeping businesses going�  Legislation before 
the House concerning our maritime jurisdiction offers an opportunity to send a message on the 
sovereignty of our waters and to put in place the mechanisms required that will allow our na-
tion to harness our natural resources to become a world leader in the development of offshore 
renewable energy�

On the issue of Covid-19, the global focus is on the vaccination programmes�  The emer-
gence of new more infectious variants of the Covid-19 virus leaves us with the inescapable 
conclusion that we are in a race against time to administer vaccines globally before a variant 
emerges that is immune to existing vaccines�  The threat to global health, the economy and so-
cial cohesion concerns us all�  Until all are safe, no one is truly safe�

It is welcome, therefore, that the European Parliament endorsed a resolution earlier this 
month calling for a temporary waiver of Covid-19 patents�  The steadfast opposition of the Eu-
ropean Commission to this measure is disappointing, even though it alluded to having different 
plans to accelerate the global vaccine roll-out despite the growing global consensus in favour of 
the policy of waiving the vaccine patents�  The Government owes an explanation to the House 
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as to why its Members in the European Parliament refused to vote in support of that resolution�  
I call on the Taoiseach to answer where Ireland stands following the recent expressions of sup-
port for the WTO waiver for Covid-19 vaccines by political leaders in both France and Spain 
in the aftermath of the adoption of the resolution and the earlier expression of support from the 
Biden Administration in the US�  

Migration is one of the most important challenges facing the EU.  Conflict, poverty, per-
secution and global warming have led to the displacement of millions of individuals in recent 
years�  It is a political, moral and humanitarian issue�  It is also an issue we cannot discuss 
without broadening the debate to include the role of Turkey and how the EU’s dependence on 
Turkey to act as a bulwark against migrants attempting to gain access to Europe has undermined 
the ability of the Union to address some of the more provocative actions that Turkey has taken 
in recent years, particularly in the eastern Mediterranean�  

Just this week, the United Nations Human Rights Council heard from the UN High Com-
missioner for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, that we are heading towards a severe cascad-
ing of human rights setbacks across the globe�  The situation has been exacerbated by the hu-
man rights agenda of the EU having been compromised by its relationship with and dependency 
on Turkey to help resolve the issue of migration�  The irony is that the continuing erosion of 
human rights feeds the flow of refugees.  Last year, even though we were amid a global lock-
down due to the pandemic, a staggering 82.4 million people were forced to flee war, violence, 
extreme poverty and human rights abuses�  More than 500 people have already died this year in 
attempting to cross into Europe�

We stand on the cusp of potentially horrific humanitarian disasters in both Yemen and Ethio-
pia�  The head of the UN has warned that Yemen is facing into the worst famine in decades and 
that more than 30 million people in the Tigray region remain at risk of famine�  The failure of 
the EU to use its influence on the global stage to address these issues while simultaneously ex-
amining its current migration policy will inevitably lead to a fresh exodus of migrants fleeing 
the horrors of famine and conflict.  

The decision of the EU yesterday to renew sanctions against Russia for the annexation of 
Crimea and Sevastopol, which have been in place since 2014, stands in stark contrast to the 
tepid response of the EU in regard to the ongoing annexation and apartheid policies of Israel�  
Why can the EU not extend the restrictive measures being imposed on Russia?  EU imports 
emanating from the areas which have been annexed, along with the infrastructural or financial 
investments in these areas and exports from the EU for use in transport and telecommunica-
tions, gas, oil and mineral exploration, are all included, yet the Irish Government’s response to 
the apartheid policies in Israel is to establish an IDA office there.  This is unacceptable.  The citi-
zens of the West Bank and East Jerusalem are entitled to the same consideration as the citizens 
of eastern Europe.  Ireland being the first country in Europe to formally recognise the reality 
of Israel’s annexation of Palestinian land has given the Irish Government the imprimatur of the 
Dáil to use the motion on annexation and take it to the European Council�  The Irish Govern-
ment can use its voice within the European Union to call for Brussels to support measures to 
review and downgrade its economic, cultural, military and diplomatic relationships with Israel 
until the occupation fully ends�

Ireland can become the first EU country to ban trade with illegal Israeli settlements through 
the enactment of the Control of Economic Activity (Occupied Territories) Bill 2018�  The Irish 
Government has been given the authority to use its voice and seat on the UN Security Council 
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to support the efforts of the International Criminal Court to investigate potential war crimes in 
the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, including East Jerusalem�  It is not good enough to make 
statements of condemnation and to pass resolutions within this Dáil and not take meaningful 
action�  The Taoiseach has the mandate of the Dáil to take that voice to the European Council 
and to urge our European partners to follow suit and take action against the apartheid policies�

22/06/2021X00200Deputy Brendan Howlin: As is evident from the Taoiseach’s contribution, there is a wide 
agenda for this week’s EU Council meeting�  There will be a sharp focus on Covid-19, the vac-
cination situation across the European Union and the post-Covid economic recovery plan, all 
of which relate to our business and our prospects as a country�  A number of related matters are 
important to us.  I will briefly touch on a few of them.

On the roll-out of the vaccines and vaccine acquisition, after a slow start it is reasonable 
for the Taoiseach to suggest that the co-operation agreement across Europe in acting jointly on 
vaccine acquisition has been the right one, but our experience with individual companies has 
not been uniform.  As it turns out, Pfizer BioNTech has been the workhorse of the vaccine pro-
gramme in this country and in many others�  Its delivery has been reliable, its word honoured 
and its contract good�  The same cannot be said of AstraZeneca and that has posed real issues 
for us�  The cohort of people in their 60s, who are among the most vulnerable in terms of age ac-
cording to the criteria set by the Taoiseach and the Government, have not been fully vaccinated 
because they are still awaiting their second dose of AstraZeneca�  I hope that when the Taoise-
ach or the Minister of State, Deputy Chambers, are concluding this debate, they will make it 
crystal clear that, as per the schedule set out, everyone in that cohort who has received their first 
dose of AstraZeneca will get their second dose by mid-July, as expected, and that AstraZeneca 
is committed to providing those vaccines�  In terms of the planning for vaccination next year 
and so on, the Taoiseach touched on that during Leaders’ Questions�  There are questions to be 
set straight in regard to the necessity for booster doses for those who have received the Janssen 
vaccine and the availability and timeline for same�  We will return to that on another occasion�  

Another important aspect is the issue of free movement of European citizens, one of the 
four pillars underpinning the legal framework of the European Union�  The EU digital Covid 
certificates are to be issued from next month and Ireland is to participate.  I sincerely hope that 
commitment becomes a reality�  On the post-pandemic recovery plan, there is a lack of clarity in 
how the financial supports set out are to be made available to Ireland.  The Taoiseach mentioned 
the recovery and resilience facility.  That facility consists of €672.5 billion, of which less than 
half, or €312.5 billion, is grant aid.  According to the Taoiseach’s statement, of that €672 billion 
Ireland is to receive of the order of €915 million, which is a very small percentage for Ireland.  
According to the EU Commission website, the €915 million is EU and national funds.  I would 
like to have underscored exactly how much money Ireland will get and when we will get it�  

Other issues that will be discussed include Russia�  The May conclusions pointed to a stark 
underlining of the worsening of the relationship between the EU and Russia�  In those conclu-
sions, the Council condemns “illegal, provocative and disruptive Russian activities against the 
EU, its Member States and beyond”�  Those are very strong words from the EU in relation to 
Russia�  We have since had the cyberattack on the HSE and the Department of Health�  We un-
derstand that the cyberattack emanated from a criminal gang based in St� Petersburg�  Has the 
Government raised directly with the Russian authorities what action they have taken to find out 
how this group operates, if they will take action to ensure those involved are brought to justice 
and if they will co-operate with Ireland in that regard?
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Turkey was mentioned.  The human rights record of President Erdoğan is shocking.  We 
depend on Turkey to absorb migrants that want to come to this country and to the European 
Union�  I listened to other Deputies mention this and they are right, but the solution to that is 
not so evident�  If we do not depend on Turkey, what do we do?  There are 3�6 million Syrian 
refugees in Turkey�  A shocking number of people have been dislocated, thrown out of their own 
countries fearing persecution�  Not only are there 3�6 million Syrian refugees in Turkey, there 
are 400,000 others from Afghanistan, Iraq and elsewhere.  We need to have a different dialogue 
with Turkey and to not become complicit with the human rights abuses that are ongoing in that 
state�  

In the time remaining to me, I want to mention the Israel-Palestine conflict.  There is a new 
Israeli Government and, I hope, a prospect for a new initiative�  As I said in the last three contri-
butions I made on this issue, we get very focused when there is conflict and we then lose our fo-
cus when the conflict results in ceasefire but the underlying reason for that conflict - the annexa-
tion - continues�  We need a very clear proactive initiative by Ireland and like-minded countries 
to bring about a two-state solution once and for all, as opposed to the endless talk about such a 
solution�  Perhaps there is an opportunity to do so in light of the new Israeli Government�

22/06/2021Y00200Deputy Seán Haughey: I will begin by referring to the previous meeting of the European 
Council, which was held in May�  It is regrettable that this summit did not reach any substantial 
conclusions with regard to climate change and reductions in carbon emissions�  The EU agreed 
last year to reduce carbon emissions by 55% by 2030, having regard to the 1990 levels, and to 
achieve carbon neutrality by 2050�  However, no agreement was reached as to mechanisms to 
be used to reach these targets�  It is reported that Poland in particular put forward objections on 
the basis of its continued reliance on coal�  In any event, we await the “Fit for 55” package from 
the European Commission�  Achieving these targets will be challenging for all member states 
but we have no choice but to proceed with this agenda with haste�  Ireland in particular is rising 
to the challenge with the recent passing of the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development 
(Amendment) Bill 2021 in the Dáil�

A lot of time at the May meeting of the European Council was spent discussing the situ-
ation in Belarus and the state-sponsored hijacking of a civilian aircraft, which the Taoiseach 
mentioned�  We cannot move on from this issue�  What do we now know about the fate of the 
Belarusian journalist and opposition activist, Roman Protasevich, and his partner, Sofia Sape-
ga?  We must continue to call for their release and for the release of all political prisoners in 
Belarus�  The EU must continue to take strong action to deal with the unacceptable situation in 
Belarus�  The issue of Belarus must not slip down the EU agenda�  I welcome the commitment 
the Taoiseach has just made to the effect that Belarus will be on the agenda of this forthcoming 
meeting of the European Council�

I take this opportunity to welcome the outcome of the Brexit adjustment reserve negotia-
tions.  It has been confirmed that Ireland is to receive approximately €1 billion out of a total 
fund of €5.4 billion.  This is a great achievement for Ireland.  The Taoiseach and all involved 
in the negotiations, including the Minister of State, Deputy Byrne, can be very satisfied with 
the outcome.  Ireland is one of the member states most affected by Brexit and it is clear that our 
EU partners have shown solidarity with us�  We now need to ensure that this funding is given 
to those who need it most.  By this I mean the business and economic sectors most affected by 
Brexit and, the fishing industry in particular. 

US President Joe Biden recently attended the G7 summit in Cornwall�  He went on to have 
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meetings with the EU, NATO and Russian President, Vladimir Putin�  It is welcome that Presi-
dent Biden raised the issue of the Northern Ireland protocol and the Good Friday Agreement 
with UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson�  He started by proposing a démarche to the Brexit 
minister, David Frost�  The President has steadfastly supported the need to implement the pro-
visions of the Good Friday Agreement and has requested that the specifics and modalities as to 
the operation of the Northern Ireland protocol be finalised as soon as possible.  I hope his words 
will not fall on deaf ears�  In response, the UK Prime Minister said that he will do whatever it 
takes to protect the territorial integrity of the UK�  This is obviously rhetoric meant more for 
a domestic audience�  The trade and co-operation agreement between the EU and the UK and 
the Northern Ireland protocol have nothing to do with the constitutional position of Northern 
Ireland and the Prime Minister knows that�

The Irish Times reports today that the Taoiseach has suggested to European leaders that an 
extension to the grace period in which EU regulations governing the importation of chilled 
meets to Northern Ireland are not applied should be granted�  This is a sensible and practi-
cal suggestion�  We need to be sensitive to the political situation in Northern Ireland�  Such 
an extension would calm tensions and allow for constructive negotiations to continue�  I also 
welcome the ongoing support and solidarity of EU Heads of Government on this issue�  It is 
reported that French President, Emmanuel Macron, German Chancellor, Angela Merkel, Euro-
pean Commission President, Ursula von der Leyen, and European Council President, Charles 
Michel, all took the UK Prime Minister to task on this matter in their recent meetings with him�  
Such solidarity has been unfailing since the Brexit nightmare started on 23 June 2016, five 
years ago, almost to the day�  

Ireland is not a member of NATO, but we have to take note of the fact that NATO declared 
China a security threat at its recent meeting.  Of specific concern are the persecution of ethnic 
minorities in Xinjiang and the crackdown on pro-democracy demonstrators in Hong Kong�  
These concerns were also referred to in the G7 communiqué�  There are other concerns about 
China which I do not want to go into today�  Ireland has good relations with China but we 
need to highlight these human rights issues at the EU, the UN General Assembly and the UN 
Security Council�  The EU is divided as to how to respond to China’s activities at this time for 
various reasons�  The cornerstones of Irish foreign policy, however, are rules-based multilateral 
diplomacy and the promotion of basic, fundamental human rights�  Those issues arise to a great 
degree in respect of China�

I have no doubt but that the European Council meeting will devote some time to the Co-
vid-19 position and the prevalence of the Delta variant�  I ask that the summit take decisions on 
vaccinations in developing countries and on the question of global vaccine inequity�  As we all 
know, nobody is safe until everyone is safe�  The COVAX scheme is a good one and it is work-
ing but it needs more financial support.  While Europe and the western world generally appear 
to be getting a grip on the pandemic, the same cannot be said of developing countries�  We are 
morally bound to assist them financially and in any other way we can.

In passing, I pay tribute to UNICEF for its Get a Vaccine, Give a Vaccine campaign�  The 
former Minister of State, Peter Power, is the executive director of UNICEF Ireland�  Its advo-
cacy for increased vaccine sharing deserves our support�

I also acknowledge the fact that Ireland’s national recovery and resilience plan has now 
been finalised.  Ireland is to receive €1 billion or thereabouts from the EU’s Recovery and 
Resilience Facility, which is the centrepiece of the next generation EU�  Whatever about its 
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response to the securing of vaccines in the first place, the EU has not been found wanting when 
it comes to the need for economic recovery following the pandemic�  The initiation of this EU 
fund is unprecedented in many ways and signals that the EU can effectively respond to crises 
in a practical and timely way�  The Irish plan aims to advance the green transition, accelerate 
and expand digital reform and transformation, bring about social and economic recovery and 
create jobs�  It has been integrated into our recently announced economic recovery plan�  The 
Government must proceed with all haste to bring about our post-pandemic economic recovery, 
which all of us await�  

I note that there are several other issues on the agenda of the meeting of the European Coun-
cil, including relations with Turkey and the issue of migration�  Of course, Turkey has a big role 
to play in respect of that issue�  In addition, the summit will revert to the issue of relations with 
Russia�  That is an issue of much concern to many Deputies and we await the outcomes in that 
regard�

I welcome the contribution of the Taoiseach regarding the role Ireland is playing on the UN 
Security Council�  Ireland is very much active on the global agenda and the issues of the day 
that are of concern to the United Nations and countries throughout the world�  I believe we are 
making a major contribution in resolving many of the intractable issues in global politics at this 
time�  I welcome the report the Taoiseach gave in that regard�

I wish the Taoiseach well for his meeting.  I have no doubt that he will keep the flag flying.  
Obviously, the question of how Europe recovers from the pandemic is big on the agenda, as are 
the lessons to be learned.  There will be significant changes as a result of all our experiences 
with the pandemic in terms of work practices and so many other facets of our lives�  It will be 
interesting to see what the summit comes up with in that regard, how lessons can be learned and 
how economic recovery will be rolled out for the EU and the member states�

22/06/2021Z00200Deputy Matt Carthy: Next week, we may have agreement on the next Common Agricul-
tural Policy�  I raised the CAP process with the Taoiseach two weeks ago and he accused me 
of being anti-European�  I raised the CAP with the Minister for Agriculture, Deputy McCona-
logue, last week and he accused me of wanting all decisions to be made at European level�  It 
would be appropriate for Fianna Fáil to learn that it is possible to defend Irish family farmers 
both at Irish and EU levels�  Given that so many of the policies, standards and regulations that 
guide the work of family farmers are being decided at European level, it is absolutely appropri-
ate that an Irish Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine would fight on their behalf at EU 
level�  However, that is not what we have had from the Government�

In fact, one of the first actions of the Taoiseach on taking office last year was to sign off on 
a really bad European budget deal�  That budget negotiation - I am being generous by referring 
to it as a negotiation - saw the proportion allocated to agriculture reduce from 37% to 30% 
and therein lies the crux of the challenges we now face.  There was no word of flexibility on 
whether Ireland would agree to or have any flexibility regarding how the €13 billion of the so-
called common defence fund, the centralised military structure now to be created within the EU, 
would be allocated.  There was no sense of or argument in terms of flexibility for the hundreds 
of billions of euro that will be spent on various other streams of the European budget that will 
bring virtually no benefit to the Irish people.

The first indication that the Irish Government was the defender of sovereignty and the need 
for flexibility at a national level came when at a European level there were proposals that would 
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take money away from those such as Larry Goodman and the sheikhs and put it into the hands 
of family farmers�  All of a sudden, the Government became the defender of the Irish people�  
Of course, that is a ruse because, despite arguing for flexibility and sovereignty, the Minister for 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine acknowledged in the House last week that he has no intention 
of bringing before the Houses of the Oireachtas the CAP strategic plan that will outline how he 
intends to use the flexibility for which he has been fighting so hard and actually stalled the CAP 
talks�  The Minister should speak to his constituents in County Donegal�  What he would hear 
might surprise him.  They see very little difference in terms of the outworkings of decisions 
made by bureaucrats in Brussels or in Agriculture House�  They are all bureaucrats at the end of 
the day�  What people want are decisions that are made in the best interests of rural communities 
and family farmers�  Therefore, today is an appropriate day for the Government to come clean 
regarding its intentions�

The Minister for Agriculture, Deputy McConalogue, appears to be the only person with any 
interest in Irish farming who does not have a position on the key elements of the next CAP�  
He has no position on how much should be redistributed in the context of convergence even 
though his fellow spokesperson on agriculture while in opposition for Fianna Fáil during the 
last CAP talks organised public meetings the length and breadth of the country, slamming the 
then Fine Gael Government for refusing to support redistributive measures�  The Minister for 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine appears to be the only person who does not have a position 
in respect of whether there should be front-loading and what proportion of acreage should be 
allocated to front-loading, a position and proposition that would disproportionately support and 
benefit farmers in his constituency.  The Minister says he supports an upper limit CAP payment 
in terms of the payments that any single entity can receive and that he supports that level being 
at €60,000 but he has not put on the record clearly that he is going to fight against any discretion 
or opt-outs that would allow people to continue to draw down the obscene sums that we have 
again seen in recent weeks�  He still has not articulated whether he has put that proposition to 
the European negotiations or whether he is willing to stall the negotiations a second time if it 
means that those on obscene payments would continue to be allowed to do so under the current 
arrangements.  Next week will tell a big story.  I hope we will finally reach a point where an 
Irish Government and an Irish Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine go to Brussels and 
actually fight for Irish family farmers.

22/06/2021Z00300Deputy Neale Richmond: I thank the Taoiseach in absentia not just for his detailed pre-
view of the upcoming European Council meeting, but also for his review of the previous Euro-
pean Council meeting which I particularly appreciated�  As I said at the time, it was disappoint-
ing that the House was unable to have stand-alone statements on it, but I truly appreciate the 
opportunity the Chamber had to have an extensive and meaningful debate on the situation in 
Belarus in light of the downing of an Irish-owned aeroplane there�  I look forward to the com-
ments of the Minister of State, Deputy Chambers, in terms of a further update on the situation in 
Belarus and activity at a European level in respect of how we can continue to tackle the flagrant 
breaches of international law as well the absolutely despotic regime being run by a dictator in 
Belarus�  Ireland has a strong and prominent role to play in this regard�  This cannot be simply 
a one-time-only debate that we ignore when the issue no longer seems apparent�  We have deep 
and meaningful ties to that part of the world and, moreover, the very worrying contagion that 
comes out of such a regime in Belarus and the efforts of non-state actors supported and pro-
tected by the regime in Belarus and the money men in Moscow is extremely concerning�  One 
only has to look to the recent cyberattack on the HSE to see exactly how damaging that can be 
for all in society�
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The first issue on which I wish to focus in advance of the very important meeting of the 
European Council later this week is, obviously, that of the pandemic�  There is much to compare 
and discuss in spite of the air of cautious optimism in this country that the vaccination rate is 
going extremely well�  The HSE and all those involved deserve much credit in that regard�  I 
am delighted, as, I am sure, is the Minister of State, Deputy Chambers, that the vaccination 
programme has made its way down to registering those in their 30s, although the Minister of 
State may have a while to wait yet.  A significant part of this issue is a reopening strategy across 
Europe in the context of looking at other European countries that got things right and taking 
the warnings where they got things wrong�  I know many Members may be quite envious to see 
crowds of 12,000, 25,000 or even full stadiums at the European Championships while we are 
still running test events�  It is disappointing but perhaps it shows what we can achieve and how 
we can work against the very worrying rise of the Delta variant�

In his opening remarks, the Taoiseach referred to the progress on the digital Covid certifi-
cate�  I have no doubt many Members will refer to this issue in this debate and have consistently 
raised it in recent months�  It is vital for Ireland on every level�

5 o’clock

We think in this regard of our airline industry, which has been decimated, and our airline 
staff, whose representatives we have all met outside both this building and Leinster House in 
recent weeks�  We think about the correspondence we have received�  Crucially, we think about 
those who have been apart from loved ones for more than a year�  We also think about the many 
small and medium-sized businesses up and down the country that depend on safe and reliable 
overseas visits for their patronage�

  I want to raise an issue on which I am seeking clarity and in respect of which the Minister 
of State, Deputy Ossian Smyth, said earlier today on the radio that there are plans afoot�  I refer 
to the need to ensure the digital Covid certificate is available to Irish citizens around the world 
who have received recognised vaccinations�  Among the people who may not have been vac-
cinated in this jurisdiction are Irish citizens living in the UK who have had an EU-approved 
vaccine, whether AstraZeneca or otherwise.  They must be able to access the digital certificate.  
It is crucial that people in Ireland have access to the certificate, as well as those in Northern 
Ireland.  I ask the Minister of State, Deputy Chambers, whether we can get clarification that 
people in Northern Ireland will be allowed to access the digital Covid certificate.  This issue 
has been raised a number of times by my colleague, Senator Currie, in the Upper House�  It is 
vitally important that we have an element of joined-up thinking on this island when it comes 
to the digital certification system.  In dealing with the pandemic, we have seen that when we 
worked together, when, in particular, the Minister, Deputy Stephen Donnelly, and the Northern 
Ireland Minister, Mr� Swann, had meetings together, it was for the betterment of everyone on 
this island�

  The issue into which I will segue from that point relates to the discussions on economic 
recovery that are due to take place at the Council meeting�  We had a lengthy, although slightly 
fragmented, debate in this Chamber on the EU’s recovery and resilience plan�  It kind of became 
a free-for-all discussion on the national development plan and every sort of funding that may 
be available.  The €950 million allocated to Ireland under the recovery and resilience scheme 
is vital and we must see progress in that regard at European level�  We need that funding at this 
critical time, as we come out of the pandemic�  Crucially, and I hate to say it, we need to have 
the preparations done and everything in place for the next time we may need that type of fund-
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ing�  The groundbreaking decision that the EU would be able to generate own resources and 
float eurobonds is very welcome, particularly for a small member state such as Ireland that has, 
at times, borne the brunt of European solidarity in terms of the response to the financial crisis.  
It is an important development for the whole of the EU and it provides a major opportunity�

  In that context, we must also pay close attention to the delivery of the Brexit adjustment re-
serve fund.  The funding of more than €1 billion announced last week for Ireland, which makes 
us the member state getting the largest part of the first €5 billion tranche, is important.  We will 
have to wait a couple of months until we see those funds in accounts, which is completely un-
derstandable�  I would like to see a discussion taking place on this issue at European Council 
level and Eurogroup level�  I understand the latter is to meet with the Council in due course�  
We need to ensure account is taken of the sectors in Ireland that need the supports available 
under the Brexit adjustment reserve�  I refer to the sectors most impacted by Brexit, including 
agrifood, and logistics and freight exports�  We need to consider how we can use the Brexit 
adjustment reserve fund, together with the overall recovery and resilience fund and, indeed, 
the general Government strategy, to mitigate the difficulties and challenges associated with the 
sorry state of affairs that is Brexit but also to realise the opportunities that arise out of it.

  We must use European Council meetings and any other opportunity we can to ensure we 
make the most of Irish exporters having access to the word’s largest economic bloc�  The vol-
ume of exports from Ireland to the Continent simply must increase�  They are at record levels 
but we can do much more�  There are traditional markets and products in respect of which 
Ireland has good business relations on the Continent, including in France and Germany, but 
we also need to look further afield.  We must look at the requirements of other large European 
economies, where, I would argue respectfully, we are simply not performing�  We can do much 
more, for instance, in the Nordic countries�  I note that the Taoiseach is to have a side meeting 
with the Nordic Prime Ministers�  There are huge opportunities in that regard�  We also need to 
look at countries such as Italy and Poland and how we can further develop our trade with them�  
I repeat my call that the overall review of our foreign missions should consider the additional 
economic and consular opportunities that arise, having regard to the success of the second 
consulate offices in Lyons and Frankfurt and, in particular, the additional consulates in Great 
Britain, in Cardiff and Edinburgh, with another soon to be opened in the northern powerhouse 
region�  We need to see much more of that happening across the Continent�  We must, in due 
course, have consulates in Barcelona, Milan, Gdansk and the many other cities that offer real 
opportunities for Irish businesses impacted by Brexit to diversify and reap the opportunities of 
access to the world’s largest economic bloc, the Single Market�

  A very important issue that will, of course, be discussed at the upcoming Council meeting 
is one the Taoiseach referred to in the opening lines of his statement�  That is the fallout, for 
want of a better word, from the G7 summit ten days ago�  We have discussed it in this Cham-
ber and in a range of contexts�  We must be serious in expressing to our European colleagues 
that significant concerns remain in this Parliament and this country regarding the impact of the 
British Government’s treatment of the Northern Ireland protocol to the withdrawal agreement�  
Even today, we see Lord Frost continuing to operate as a one-man propaganda machine in doing 
down the very protocol he negotiated and criticising the EU�  He should be back in the room, 
whether with Maroš Šefčovič or with people on the British side such as Michael Gove and the 
Prime Minister, talking about what this British Government negotiated and ratified, on the basis 
of which it won an 80-seat majority�

  We must look at the areas of the protocol that need to be implemented�  A very interesting 
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study was released recently, with comments by Matthew O’Toole, an MLA in the Northern 
Ireland Assembly, about how no one is talking up the advantages of the protocol for Northern 
Ireland�  We have seen, for example, a massive investment in one Northern Irish factory that 
produces whey protein and all the opportunities it will have to export, not just to the market in 
Great Britain but also to the Single Market�  The message that must come from the European 
Council is the same message we have been getting from our European partners, including the 
Heads of State in Germany, Italy and France as well as the European Commission and Council 
Presidents, all of whom attended the G7 summit, namely, that the British obligations under 
the protocol simply must be met.  We appreciate that things are difficult in Northern Ireland.  
There is, to put it mildly, an ongoing element of change in political unionism�  Where there are 
concerns, they should, of course, be addressed�  Ireland should always play a proactive and 
productive role within European circles to ensure the protocol is applied reasonably�  However, 
that comes with the requirement that the British Government meet its legal obligations and act 
responsibly in respect of the international treaty it signed months ago�

  I thank the Ceann Comhairle for the opportunity to address the House and the Taoiseach 
for his remarks�  I look forward to the reply from the Minister of State in due course�

22/06/2021AA00200Deputy Mairéad Farrell: I want to discuss two issues.  The first is the upcoming review of 
the EU’s fiscal rules and the second is the reforms Ireland was requested to make as a require-
ment of accessing the Recovery and Resilience Facility�  In March last year, the European Com-
mission suspended the fiscal rules by activating the general escape clause.  Those rules place 
limitations on member states’ deficit and debt levels and, as such, have a significant impact on 
the economic performance of member states and the EU as a whole�  There was some irony in 
the timing of the suspension, as it occurred just as the long-awaited review of the fiscal gov-
ernance framework was to begin�  The speed at which the rules were suspended gives a clear 
indication of their procyclical nature�  There was widespread recognition that, following the 
previous financial crisis, they served to stymie recovery, acted as a rationale for austerity and 
meant the eurozone spent a decade teetering on the brink�  Fortunately, last year’s suspension 
of the rules allowed member states to engage in the kind of countercyclical deficit spending 
that was necessary to prevent the worst from happening�  The President of the Commission, Ms 
Ursula von der Leyen, said at the time that “national governments can pump [money] into the 
economy as much as they need”�  It goes without saying that this was a far cry from the response 
to the previous crisis�

The review of the fiscal rules is scheduled to recommence later this summer.  The Com-
mission is widely expected to put forward proposals for simplifying the rules, thereby provid-
ing greater incentives for productive investment and changes to debt levels�  The question is 
whether the changes will go far enough�  The European Parliament has just produced its draft 
report containing proposals for reform and I was very disappointed to see they do not go nearly 
far enough�  The Commission will soon seek submissions from members states and interested 
parties and it is essential that this State has its say�  I hope the Government will outline what its 
position will be in this regard�  The rules are now nearly 30 years old and, as long as they have 
been with us, so, too, have been the calls for their reform�  Reforms proposed have included 
exempting public investment, cyclically adjusting the 3% ceiling, shifting from a deficit ceiling 
to a public debt ceiling, swapping the system of fiscal rules for fiscal standards, and so on.  

At a bare minimum, we need to introduce a golden rule that would exempt member state 
investment in green and social capital infrastructure from debt and deficit considerations.  I 
cannot see how a new European green deal and just transition will be possible without such a 
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measure�  The report of the European Parliament considers a golden rule, but it is so restrictive 
that it is unlikely that most member states will qualify�  In the absence of this, I cannot see how 
we will reach our climate targets.  Yet, I already detect the obsession with fiscal discipline being 
prioritised above all other concerns.  That is creeping back in.  It is exemplified in the article 
by former German Finance Minister, Wolfgang Schäuble, published recently in The Financial 
Times, which called for a hasty return to fiscal contraction.  Thankfully, a response was writ-
ten and signed by almost 150 economists, stating that the exact opposite of that is what is now 
required.  Not only does Europe need expansionary fiscal policies, we need fiscal rules that 
support public investment and do not straight-jacket policymakers from engaging in the kind of 
expenditure required to meet the needs of the moment�  We need more economic sovereignty to 
make decisions based on our conditions and needs�  

Lastly, I wish to address the issue of the conditionality that was attached to the access of 
states to the Recovery and Resilience Facility and the concerning request by the Government 
for confidentiality.  The European Council examined the recovery plans for the EU.  The Gov-
ernment has now submitted its plans.  It has been confirmed that Ireland requested the Commis-
sion to redact certain sensitive information from its recovery and resilience plan as officially 
submitted on 28 May 2021�  It is deeply concerning that such a large amount of public money 
is subject to privacy conditions.  We need confirmation of when the entire plan will be pub-
lished�  We need a full list, without any redactions, of the reforms that the State has committed 
to implementing.  As the Minister of State will be aware, the EU’s so-called country-specific 
recommendations made specific demands on Ireland to reform certain tax rules and schemes.  A 
full account must be given of how the Government intends to meet these recommendations in 
its national plan through changes to tax law over the coming years.  The fund is significant and 
it is a welcome aid to our recovery, but the people must know what agreements were reached 
in return for it�

22/06/2021BB00200Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: I wish to raise a specific question that was put to me.  I do 
not expect the Minister of State to answer now, but I would appreciate it if he could get back 
to me.  On the issue of the EU digital Covid certificate and plans for travel within the EU, a 
person asked me  very valid question�  In the case of a person who has been told by their doctor 
- not through scepticism about vaccines - that because of a particular condition they have, they 
cannot be vaccinated, is that person going to be discriminated against in their ability to travel, 
when others who are vaccinated are allowed to travel?  It is a fair question�  People who are in 
that situation deserve an answer on it�  They should not be discriminated against�  If it is decided 
at a certain point that based on vaccination, people are allowed to travel, or particular condi-
tions around international travel resuming within the EU, green listed countries or whatever are 
introduced, there should not be unfair discrimination against people who, through no fault of 
their own and because of particular conditions, are unable to be vaccinated.  That is a specific 
question on which I hope to get a response�

The main point I wish to make concerns the references to Palestine and the discussions 
around Palestine�  The Taoiseach’s references to the discussion were fairly minimal in just 
saying that there was a restatement of the commitment to the two-state solution�  I wish to as-
sert that the two-state solution is not a solution�  It has been tried since the Oslo Accords were 
concluded and it has been an absolute disaster�  By the way, it essentially legitimises and ac-
cepts the principal of the ethnic cleansing of Palestinians and the ethnic-religious partition of 
people who used to live in one country as equals, but who were ethnically partitioned�  Imagine 
if somebody said that the two-state solution in Ireland was a legitimate solution�  I think many 
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of us would baulk at that�  Yet, we continue to go on about a two-state solution, which is, in ef-
fect, legitimising and endorsing the ethnic-religious partition of the land of Palestine�  In fact, to 
my mind, it is the main basis on which Israel continues to seize Palestinian land and ethnically 
cleanse Palestinians.  It reinforces the idea that because at some point borders will be fixed, 
Israel should grab as much land and ethnically cleanse as many Palestinians as possible�  It is 
having disastrous consequences�  Therefore, it is time to question the two-state solution as an 
absolutely failed and dangerous fantasy and to start to talk about equality of everybody in the 
historic land of Palestine, whether they are Jews, Arabs, Christians or have no religion�  We 
would not accept anything less anywhere else in the world�  Why do we accept the idea of ethnic 
cleansing and ethnic partition which has been so disastrous for the Palestinians?  

In that regard, I also ask the Taoiseach why we are practising apartheid against Palestinians 
when it comes to access to the EU�  Israelis have a visa waiver coming into the EU, but Pales-
tinians do not�  Why are we discriminating in favour of Israel in that regard, as against Palestin-
ians?  Is that not a case of apartheid being practised by Europe and should it not cease?  If we 
are serious about seeing people as equals in the historic land of Palestine, Israel or whatever you 
want to call it, why are we treating those two groups of people differently, particularly when 
Israel behaves quite disgracefully towards EU passport holders who happen to be of Palestinian 
origin and who enter Israel trying to access the West Bank or Gaza?

Finally, I appeal to the Government to do everything it can to assist the people of Gaza in the 
reconstruction effort.  Gaza has suffered four attacks in the past 12 years.  In the latest attack, 
1,148 houses were destroyed, 15,000 were damaged and 100,000 people were displaced�  In 
many cases, people had their homes destroyed for the second, third or fourth time�  We urgently 
need to get assistance to the people of Gaza to help reconstruct their shattered society, particu-
larly in the area of housing�

22/06/2021BB00300Deputy Mick Barry: June is Pride month throughout the world�  It is 52 years this month 
since the Stonewall uprising, when LGBTQ+ people in New York city rose up against police 
harassment and violence�  Since that time, the movement for gay liberation has spread to every 
country in the world�  Every June, the community celebrates and takes stock of the journey 
travelled and the journey yet to come�  Stonewall’s tradition of resistance and struggle lives 
on, despite attempts by the corporate world to co-opt and monetise the issues�  Here in Ireland, 
much has been achieved, but homophobia is still alive and kicking, as shown by recent events 
in Waterford and Ballyfermot�  Meanwhile, the Government failed to challenge the homophobia 
of the church’s new sex education programme for our schools or to insist on objective, factual 
sex education for our students�

The EU projects itself as modern and liberal, yet same-sex unions have not been legalised 
in five countries and same-sex marriage has not been legalised in 13 countries.  In Poland, there 
is a state-sponsored ideological war against the LGBTQ+ community, and so, too, in Hungary, 
which banned adoption for same-sex couples late last year and now has banned what it de-
scribes as “the display and promotion of homosexuality” among under 18s, thereby criminalis-
ing large numbers of young gay people in that country�

EU governments have been far too quiet on the issue�  The Irish Government has been far 
too quiet on it�  What does the Minister of State intend to say and do at the European Council?  
If governments fail to act, then it will be a revival of the Stonewall tradition, a tradition of mili-
tant struggle from below, along with international solidarity, that will hold the key to challeng-
ing these regimes and approaches�



22 June 2021

51

22/06/2021CC00100Deputy Alan Farrell: This week’s meeting of the European Council comes at a critical 
time for many economic sectors in member states�  That is very true for Ireland�  The pandemic 
has left a trail of damage in its wake, taking the lives of thousands in Ireland and hundreds of 
thousands across the European bloc.  This has brought significant suffering to Europeans, pre-
senting fundamental challenges to our economy and our way of life�

From the outset of this crisis, EU member states have acted in good faith with one another, 
working together to share information and respond to an unprecedented challenge not seen in 
the past century�  The development of more reliable vaccines in a short time has been nothing 
short of remarkable�  Moreover, the ability we have demonstrated in terms of solidarity, bearing 
in mind some early bumps on the road in terms of supply, to efficiently roll out a vaccine to our 
peoples has given real hope for a timely and much wanted return to an open society�

As a united bloc, we must now consider the medium-term prospects for the Irish and Eu-
ropean vaccination programmes and the economy, both of which are intrinsically linked�  I 
believe in a strong vaccination response, one that avails of continued co-operation with nation 
states outside of the EU, as well as pharmaceutical companies and production sites�  We cannot 
have certainty without open dialogue�  I urge all of our partners to continue to engage with each 
other to avoid any potential pitfalls�

I also believe that we in Europe are among the most privileged in the context of vaccines�  
From such a position, it is, therefore, right that we ask if we can do more to help ease the burden 
on nations still struggling to control the virus�  Encouraging a global take-up of vaccines in as 
short a time as possible will benefit everyone living in Europe and allow us to avoid delays in 
our reopening�  We know that it is a matter of time before further Covid-19 variants emerge�  We 
do not yet know what some of these variants might look like and what might be the ramifica-
tions of a further aggressive strain emerging�  That is why we must act�

The European Union has the means and capability to extend the hand of friendship around 
the world and supply millions with protection from Covid-19 which will, in turn, leave a legacy 
of hope in what has been an incredibly difficult time for the world.  I commend organisations 
such as UNICEF on their efforts in providing vaccines to the most vulnerable around the world.  
I hope Ireland can also bring the issue to the heart of the UN and advocate for those very same 
people�  I am aware of COVAX and the European Union’s ambition but I would like to see more 
being done�  Allowing other countries with the facilities to produce vaccines the ability to do 
so through waiving vaccine patents is a step which should be encouraged�  Like all Members, 
I was very heartened by the steps in some jurisdictions and by some companies in this regard�  
This can transform the speed at which we can reduce the impact of Covid-19 on lives around 
the world�

I spoke earlier about the unity in which the EU has acted throughout the pandemic�  We are 
already on the path to dealing with the recovery in a united manner�  This is evidenced in the 
EU recovery and resilience plan under which approximately €750 billion will be provided, of 
which Ireland will receive nearly €1 billion.  However, I would repeat that which has been said 
by some of my colleagues on the detail of that €917 million package.  The House has not had 
the opportunity to assess that or to determine what is appropriate in terms of where the money 
should be expended�  I note from attending various committees over the past number of weeks 
that no committee has been provided with any information�  That is somewhat of a short-sighted 
approach to the provision of almost €1 billion.
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Despite these positive developments, there remains a clear difference between Ireland and 
the rest of the EU in respect of one critical sector of the economy�  The Ceann Comhairle will 
not be surprised to hear that is aviation, an issue which I have raised in this House on many 
occasions over the past number of months�  As has been said countless times over the past 18 
months, it was the first and most badly affected industries in Ireland.  However, unlike many 
industries that were severely curtailed, the aviation sector remains in a situation where it is 
unclear as to many of the aspects on which it requires clarity in order to fully restore it to its 
previous position of strength.  Recent reports regarding air traffic in the EU suggest we saw a 
recovery of up to 50% as compared to 2019.  Air traffic in Ireland, however, is expected to lag 
behind this average recovering to just 43%.  More disturbing are the recent published figures 
from the Central Statistics Office which showed that, in April of this year, daily passenger traf-
fic through Irish airports stood at just 4,700 people.  This represents just 4.5% compared to the 
level seen in 2019�  At that same moment in April of this year, American Airlines was hiring 
new pilots�

These figures and facts cannot be ignored.  The alarm bells are ringing and the industry is 
calling on us to act�  Thousands of jobs are on the line on top of the 4,000 already lost�  Provid-
ing a clear path to restoring consistent and safe travel in Ireland is of paramount need�  We must 
learn from the experiences of other nations and use all available to tools to deal with the issue 
with the urgency it requires� 

While I am pleased the Minister of State, Deputy Naughton, has written to the Minister for 
Health, Deputy Stephen Donnelly, requesting a trial of antigen testing within the aviation sec-
tor, I believe it is several months too late and most certainly will be too late for some within the 
sector.  It is my firm belief that Ireland should introduce antigen testing for the aviation indus-
try, most especially for vaccinated individuals�  I listened carefully to the transport committee 
hearing with Dr. Holohan and his colleagues last week.  What was effectively discussed was a 
second layer of testing alongside PCR�  I do not think that is what other EU nations are doing 
and I am not convinced it is what we should be doing, particularly as it applies to individuals 
who have been vaccinated�  We lag behind many of our European partners in this respect�

We will reap the consequences of that in the event that we do not regularise antigen testing 
in our travel hubs�  Further clarity must also be given with respect to children who are travel-
ling�  We must acknowledge that children will be among the last to be vaccinated�  While in 
Europe many parents of young children are vaccinated or due to be vaccinated shortly, this un-
derscores the importance of setting coherent plans for travel�  It will provide clarity to both pas-
sengers and the industry as more people begin to plan a return to international travel on 19 July�

If we are sincere in our commitment to the aviation sector, we must recognise its extraor-
dinary contribution to the Irish economy in supporting hundreds of thousands of jobs, creating 
billions of euro in revenue and connecting Ireland to the world�  We must put into action what 
we commit to and deliver results for the industry which we desperately need to help at this time�  
An assistance scheme for testing for travel should be provided, as has been provided in other 
EU member states.  I would like to see Ireland follow those countries.  We are an island off the 
coast of the world.  We need our aviation sector and we need to find supports for it.  We need 
these in place before 19 July�

The digital green certificate is a welcome EU initiative and there is clearly a place for more 
information to be provided to the public in advance of unfettered travel in July�  It is incumbent 
on the Government to move appropriately to provide the public information campaign in due 
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course�  As we begin to look towards an increase in return to international travel, the EU should 
engage with our partners around the world, most notably the UK and the United States, in order 
to facilitate reciprocal agreements and recognition of official documentation.  The upcoming 
EU meeting this week is another opportunity to press for these developments which will con-
tribute to providing certainty for the wider travel and hospitality sector�  Our hospitality sector 
is important and will have a good summer with domestic travel.  It will benefit even more, 
however, with international travel to these shores�

Also to be discussed at this upcoming meeting will be the increasing belligerent behaviour 
of the Russian Government�  For some years now we have seen Russia threaten countries at-
tempting to move towards EU values, interfere with the domestic democratic processes of EU 
member states and exert its influence on its own people, notably journalists and opposition 
leaders�  We cannot stand by and allow this behaviour to go unchecked�  To do so would be to 
encourage all those who have been unfaithful to the principles of democracy around the world, 
as well as here in Europe�

Russia is interested in destabilising the EU because all governments which lean towards au-
thoritarianism fear the values that we hold dear, namely, a free press, an independent judiciary 
and the right of people to freely choose their leaders�  We in Europe learn these developments 
and values the hard way.  We saw the suffering and pain caused by extreme political ideolo-
gies and undemocratic leaders�  We resolved to build a better union, one in which freedom is 
paramount and despots are unwelcome�  Unfortunately, some lessons of the past cannot be 
forgotten�  We now see member states, namely, Hungary and Poland, in direct contradiction of 
the values of the EU.  We see those attacks on media and on the courts in an effort to suppress 
criticism of the government and we should be under no illusion that these events have been 
welcomed in Russia�  We must send a clear message to Russia, in respect of those who would 
do their bidding in Europe, that their actions will be met by repercussions�

In my remaining minute, I want to talk briefly about solidarity with members of the LG-
BTQ+ community across Europe�  We have seen infringement of their rights in two member 
states and have seen further infringements of their rights across other member states in recent 
months and years�  In Pride month it is appropriate for me, as a member of Parliament in 
Ireland, to stand in solidarity with my brothers and sisters in the gay community right across 
Europe because it is very important that we recognise that we are all equal and the laws should 
reflect that.  That is why it is particularly disheartening to see a country like Poland and other 
countries act in contradiction of the principles of the EU�  There is a context for a wider debate 
on how there could be consequences for an EU member state if it is found to be acting in a way 
that is unfitting with the principles of the EU.

I wish the Taoiseach well in his upcoming EU meeting and I look forward to our continued 
co-operation with our EU partners�

22/06/2021DD00200Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú:  As antigen testing was raised, the only commentary I will 
make is that it has been a tool that we have missed in the opening up of society but it may have a 
particular fit for aviation.  We all know NPHET’s view on it at this stage, and Dr. Tony Holohan 
stated that there is an insufficient amount of evidence on antigen testing, particularly around 
travel and aviation.  There has been a failure and this needs to be rectified quickly, even if it is 
very late from the point of view of putting a proper pilot testing scenario in place to provide 
the evidence, so that it can be audited properly and, if as many of us believe, antigen testing is 
proved to be useful for aviation, that it is put in place�  That needs to be done as quickly as pos-
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sible as we are way behind the curve on it�

We welcome the move that is to be made on the digital Covid-19 certificate.  It is Europe 
operating at its best when one has an element of working together and one has a sensible solu-
tion that will be operated throughout the European Union�  We need to ensure that there are no 
hiccups from our end and that all of the technicalities and the logistics are put in place as soon 
as possible�  Communication with all stakeholders is necessary�  In regard to 19 July, we need 
to accept that the aviation sector has been significantly hammered and it does not need anything 
to happen beyond what has happened with Covid-19�  That which is within our control needs to 
be sorted out�  We need to ensure we deliver for this sector�

There has been much talk about certain difficulties around the recovery and resilience fund-
ing.  We all welcome the €1 billion funding from the Brexit adjustment reserve fund but we 
have to ensure that we put these funds where they are necessary from the point of view of eco-
nomic recovery.  A significant amount of work still needs to be done on that.

I have mentioned Brexit�  We received great solidarity from across Europe and we have 
heard the recent statements from Boris Johnson and David Frost�  We have also heard these 
statements from certain elements of unionism as it goes through the particular difficulties it has 
at this point in time�  On some level, the British Government is probably providing succour, in 
that people believe there is a major political move that can be made on the Irish protocol�  This 
protocol is like the Good Friday Agreement which is there to stay�  Solutions will be found to 
whatever difficulties there are.  We need to ensure we maintain that element of solidarity and 
that Britain is left in no doubt that solutions will be found but that the Irish protocol is there to 
stay�  This, to me, is continuity of the failure of British rule in Ireland and the absolute failure 
of partition�  Once again we will have to have a proper and real conversation on what a united 
Ireland will look like and which allow everybody to be part of the conversation�  Then we can 
have a plan�  Eventually, we will have a referendum�  Everybody in the wider world believes 
it is going to happen so we need to have a bit of reality check�  In this House, I recognise there 
have been moves by certain political elements, which are very welcome�  We need to have this 
conversation, to have the plan and to deliver, following 100 years of absolute failure�

We really need to look at a TRIPS waiver, even if it is temporary, to ensure the steadiest and 
biggest supply of vaccines is delivered across the world�  This State, and across this island, we 
are in a race of vaccines versus the Delta variant�  We need to ensure we reduce the number of 
variants across the world and that we bring every other state and nation to the place we are in 
now because none of us are safe until all of us are safe�

22/06/2021DD00300An Ceann Comhairle: As we do not have anybody from the Regional Group offering our 
next contributor is Deputy Mattie McGrath who is sharing with Deputies Michael Collins and 
O’Donoghue�

22/06/2021DD00400Deputy Mattie McGrath: Tá ceist mhór agam i gcomhair an Aire Stáit�  What was the 
delay in putting Ireland’s application forward?  The big question remains as to the delay at the 
European Commission and why we only looked for €1 billion.  I was always taught as a little 
buachaill óg going to the shop to look for more than one could get and take one’s share then�

Denmark, which has a similar population to Ireland, is receiving an allocation of €1.6 bil-
lion, which is almost double the allocation Ireland is receiving, which is €900 million.  Belgium 
with a population twice that of Ireland will receive €5.9 billion under this programme, which is 
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three times the allocation Ireland is receiving based on population�  Croatia, with a population 
less than that of Ireland, will receive €6.3 billion, which is more than six times the allocation 
of Ireland.  Are we or are our officials the laggards?  Sweden, which has a population of about 
twice that of Ireland, requested a total of €3.2 billion.

Here we are the good boys of Europe, where we rock up to say that we are a month late put-
ting in the application.  What are Department officials doing?  This is across all Departments be-
cause we cannot get an answer from any of them�  They had better wake up and dust themselves 
down from Covid-19, look for these answers and pony them up�  We are being blackguarded in 
Europe and treated like schoolboys in the bold boy corner.  Imagine getting €900 million when 
other countries with similar populations are getting three or six times as much as we are�  What 
is going on?  I know that we are the lackeys of Europe where we sold and destroyed our fishing 
industry and everything else, but this is outrageous�  The Minister of State has a great deal to 
answer for as has the Taoiseach and everybody else�

It simply beggars belief that this could be allowed to go on, where we receive such a pit-
tance�  Why would we not accept this when we always take what we get, are the good boys of 
Europe, pay homage to it always and do not even look for money?  We looked for €1 billion 
and we received €900 million.  The others looked for €6 billion and they received €3 billion or 
€4 billion.  This is crazy stuff and we need answers.

EU passports are part of a plan�  We discussed EU passports in 2017, 2018 and 2019�  No-
body blamed Covid-19 then as it was not an issue�  This is all part of the control�  We are the 
wonderful boys who will do anything that is asked of us�  We will lie down and let them eat 
cake.  This is a shocking indictment of our officials and of our country.  That we can come back 
with that sort of a package, which we applied late for and in such a feeble manner, is scandalous�

22/06/2021DD00500Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: I ask the Minister of State to check the record of the Dáil 
where he will see that more than six months ago I asked why we had not applied for more fund-
ing and for our fair share from Europe.  We just heard that €750 billion was available.  Ireland 
is receiving €915 million and other countries are receiving triple this amount even though they 
are of a similar size�  The Irish application did not prioritise broadband, infrastructure or hous-
ing, even though we have a housing crisis�

I have been in business and self-employed all of my life�  I know that when one goes out 
looking for business, one has to sell oneself�  I was elected to the Dáil just over a year ago and I 
can only be critical of the people who are going out to fight for this country.  We are not getting 
our fair share�

22/06/2021DD00600Deputy Mattie McGrath: Good man�

22/06/2021DD00700Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: I was six years on a council�  All I see is the failure of 
people to speak up for Ireland�  The Government should seek our fair share in Europe and get a 
response.  The figures show that Croatia, which has a smaller population than that of Ireland, is 
getting €6.3 billion, while we are getting €915 million.  We need to get people from a business 
background to do deals on behalf of the Government because it is not capable of fighting for 
Ireland or putting forward a business model in Europe on behalf of the country�

22/06/2021EE00200Deputy Michael Collins: In July 2020, the European Council, comprising the Heads of 
State and Government of each EU member state, adopted an historic €750 billion recovery 
package for Europe�  This package, Next Generation EU, is Europe’s shared response to the 
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severe health and economic crisis caused by Covid-19�  The European Commission announced 
on 28 May that it had received an official recovery and resilience plan from Ireland and Sweden.  
Sweden, with a population about twice that of Ireland, had requested a total of €3.2 billion in 
grants under the recovery and resilience facility, RRF, while Ireland had requested a total of €1 
billion.  Many of the other figures were outlined by my colleagues Deputies O’Donoghue and 
Mattie McGrath�  In comparison with other countries, we have been left far behind�

Deputy McGrath is correct; we are the good boys in Europe�  We have been the good boys 
in Europe for decades and we can see what it has cost us�  I plead with the Minister of State, 
before the fishermen’s protest that is to take place tomorrow, to get back out to Europe, fight for 
the Irish fisherman and farmer, fight for Ireland and not walk away with a bad deal.  We walked 
away with a shocking deal in regard to Brexit�  We are scared of asking for a slightly higher 
quota.  We do not want to insult anybody by asking for a bluefin tuna quota for the fishing in-
dustry because we might insult other European countries that have very high quotas�  We are an 
absolute disgrace when we go to Europe�  We are scared�  It is time to stand up, get the best team 
out there and put up the best fight.  There should be no more good boy attitude.

Where are we going to be in the CAP negotiations?  Are we going to be the whipping boys 
again?  Are we just going to give to the wealthy farmer in Ireland and let the small man go, as 
we have done before?  A total of 40% of farmers in this country get between €1,500 and €5,000 
from the CAP�  Will they be neglected again under the CAP agreement?  Will the powers in 
Europe look after the fat cats and leave behind the ordinary men and women in this country?  It 
is time to step up and we need the Government to do so.  It failed in regard to fishing but surely 
he will not fail in regard to agriculture�  If it does, it will have devastating consequences�

The Government failed to bring this fund to Ireland in a sufficient manner to allow us to 
have some kind of recovery�  Businesses throughout my county and others, such as pubs and 
hotels, are starved in the need of funding�  Their doors have not been open for more than 400 
days in some cases�  They are in a desperate position and they are getting only meagre money, 
and that is no wonder because we cannot fight our corner in Europe.

22/06/2021EE00300Deputy Thomas Pringle: I am sharing time with Deputy Connolly�  The agenda for the 
European Council meeting includes Covid-19, economic recovery, migration and external re-
lations, including relations with Turkey and Russia�  Will the leaders also discuss the TRIPS 
waiver issue and the lack of equity in regard to vaccine distribution and the epidemiological 
situation pertaining to Covid-19?  “None of us is safe until everyone is safe” is the mantra we 
keep hearing, but what about the question of what is the morally right thing to do?  We cannot 
just continue to vaccinate ourselves and say “to hell with everybody else”�  That is why migra-
tion is such an important issue�  The EU and the wealthy north continue to enjoy that wealth at 
the expense of the south, and then we wring our hands when people from the south try to get 
here�

This is a topic on the Council’s agenda, namely, the migration situation on the various 
routes�  Will the leaders examine which route has resulted in the most deaths?  Are some routes 
safer for children and babies or is there a data-deficit because bodies have not yet washed up 
on shores?  That may sound callous and facetious, but the EU’s migration policies are callous, 
cruel and inhumane�  No doubt, the leaders will examine which routes can be easily closed�

The EU leaders will discuss the implementation of Next Generation EU and recommenda-
tions on the economic policy of the eurozone area�  They will talk about the impact of Covid-19 
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on our economies and the challenges we face, and review progress made on the banking union 
and the capital markets union�  Will that discussion involve how to make policy more respon-
sive to citizens than to banks and capital markets?

On 25 March 2021, the Council issued a statement about discussions on relations with Tur-
key, while at the end of May 2021, it was decided that relations with Russia would be discussed 
again�  Is it not remarkable that an EU member state that has been a member for 17 years could 
introduce legislation that discriminates against the LGBTQI+ community?  Just last week, 
Hungary voted for regressive measures for members of that community who under the age of 
18.  Similarly, Poland has also been a member state since 2004 and has been allowed to flout 
common decency and human rights legislation by having designated LGBT-free zones�  The 
Hungarian Government has stated that anything that “promotes deviation from gender identity, 
gender reassignment and homosexuality shall not be made available to persons under the age of 
18�”  A Hungarian LGBT+ group, the Háttér Society, surveyed about 2,000 people and found 
that 42% had thought about suicide and 30% had attempted it�  The survey found that 64% of 
the respondents who had thought about suicide were teenagers�  That is shocking and it should 
be discussed at EU level�

This month is Pride month, and people ask why Pride is still needed�  Pride is a protest, and 
Irish EU leaders must make a stand at this month’s Council against these dangerous, outdated 
and disgusting laws�

22/06/2021EE00400Deputy Catherine Connolly: I welcome the opportunity to participate in the debate�  I 
have read a copy of the Taoiseach’s contribution and it contains some welcome aspects�  What 
stood out for me was that he stated that next week, we will have a first discussion of the lessons 
learned from the Covid-19 pandemic, drawing on an initial report�  If we have learned anything 
from this time, it was that we were utterly unprepared for such a pandemic because of our fail-
ure in this country to invest in public health and our hospitals�  We will recall what the World 
Health Organization stated more than a year ago, namely, that the failure to act, on the part of 
Ireland and other countries, was truly shocking�  I would like to see a transformative action 
emerge from the Council meeting in order that language will mean something�

There are many other issues I would like to address but time is limited and some of them, re-
lating to Hungary and Poland and refugees, were mentioned by my colleague, Deputy Pringle�  
Some 60 million people have now been displaced, the highest number since the Second World 
War�  I will use the brief time that remains to focus on Colombia�  I am surprised and shocked 
that the Taoiseach did not mention the country, given the level of unrest, violence and deaths 
that has obtained there in the past while, and particularly since April of this year�  I acknowledge 
that the former Tánaiste and leader of the Labour Party is the EU envoy and that he is deepening 
his understanding of Colombia in regard to this matter as we speak�  Nevertheless, our role on 
the UN Security Council is a very special and privileged one�  We secured it because of hard 
work on the part of the Government but also because we are respected as an independent voice�

I ask that we use that voice and that, at the very least, Colombia be put down on as the 
number one item on the agenda of the next Council meeting.  The figures are horrific.  The lat-
est protest followed on from those in 2019 and 2020, but the current unrest began at the end 
of April�  Human Rights Watch has stated that 34 deaths occurred in the context of the recent 
protest, comprising two officers, one criminal investigator and 31 demonstrators or bystand-
ers.  There are many other figures I could quote but time is limited, so I will outline what two 
non-governmental organisations on the ground have stated�  They are highly respected NGOs�  
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They have stated that 43 massacres have been committed in Colombia this year alone, with 164 
victims.  They define a massacre as the killing of three or more people in the same place at the 
same time�

The protest has become a massive movement for change�  I ask that it be put on the agenda 
of EU meetings and that we have reports back�  Will the Minister of State clarify when the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs will report back to the House regarding his role on the UN Security 
Council?  How are topics on that body’s agenda determined?  We have a good relationship with 
Colombia.  I had the privilege of meeting the ambassador in a different role lately.  We have 
connections going back to Roger Casement�  However, we have to use our voice on what is hap-
pening there at present and the unacceptable level of state violence or state-sponsored violence�

22/06/2021FF00200Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Jack Chambers): I thank 
the Deputies for their statements and questions�  The Taoiseach has outlined his expectations 
for the European Council’s meeting with the UN Secretary General, Mr� Guterres, and for their 
discussions on Covid-19, economic recovery, migration and the Euro Summit�  I will now turn 
to the foreign policy items on the agenda of this week’s European Council�

With regard to Russia, at their last meeting on 24 to 25 May, leaders held a discussion on 
the EU’s strategic relationship with Russia�  In addition to condemning recent illegal, provoca-
tive and disruptive Russian activities, leaders reaffirmed their commitment to the five principles 
which have guided the EU’s policy towards Russia since 2016.  These five principles are full 
implementation of the Minsk agreements on the conflict in Ukraine as key to any substantial 
change in the relationship; strengthened relations with the eastern partnership countries and 
with Russia’s central Asian neighbours; strengthening EU resilience to Russian threats; selec-
tive engagement with Russia when it is clearly in the EU’s interest, for example, on issues such 
as counter-terrorism; and support for people-to-people contacts and for Russian civil society as 
a whole�

This approach has aided the EU in maintaining unity in its engagements with Russia�  Pre-
serving EU unity is a primary concern for Ireland�  Disunity would result only in weakening 
our voice and would undermine our credibility, interests and values�  On foot of a leaders’ 
request at the main meeting, the EU’s external action service and the European Commission 
have produced a joint report in line with these principles�  Ireland agrees with its analysis that 
relations with Russia are unlikely to improve in the short term�  However, it is important we 
explore paths which could help the current dynamics gradually into a more predictable and 
stable relationship�

Ireland will also continue to utilise its bilateral contacts with Russia in support of the overall 
EU approach�  The Minister, Deputy Coveney, spoke with his Russian counterpart, the foreign 
minister, Mr� Lavrov, on 17 May�  They discussed a range of bilateral and UN Security Council-
related issues�  In that conversation, the Minister, Deputy Coveney, raised the EU’s concerns 
around human rights and the oppression of minorities�

With regard to Turkey, the discussions on relations between the EU and Turkey and the 
situation in the eastern Mediterranean follows from leaders’ discussions by videoconference 
in March�  At that meeting, it was agreed the EU-Turkey relationship could be developed in a 
phased, proportionate and reversible manner, provided Turkey sustained its de-escalation in the 
eastern Mediterranean and adopted a constructive attitude�
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This week, the European Council will assess the situation�  Since the March meeting of the 
European Council, Turkey has largely refrained from its previous provocative behaviour, such 
as drilling in the eastern Mediterranean�  Turkey has also engaged bilaterally with Greece at se-
nior levels�  However, Turkey’s relationship with Cyprus remains much more complex�  Turkey 
has unacceptably continued to call for a two-state solution and has continued its construction 
works in Varosha in northern Cyprus�

The rule of law and human rights situation in Turkey continues to be of concern�  From 
Ireland’s perspective, there is justification for maintaining a degree of positive momentum, if 
possible, including through continued co-operation with Turkey on migration�  It is important 
we continue to support the 4 million refugees in Turkey and their host communities�  Basic 
humanitarian needs, education and healthcare will remain key priorities for future funding�  
However, hand in hand, we will continue to seek concrete steps to improve the human rights 
situation and the rule of law in Turkey and to express solidarity with Cyprus�

Although the situation in Belarus was not formally included on the agenda, leaders are ex-
pected to return to the situation there�  This was subject to extensive discussion in May, when 
the European Council agreed on concrete steps to protect our citizens, including introducing 
new sanctions calling on airlines to avoid Belarusian airspace and commencing work to ban 
Belarusian airlines form EU airspace�  These measures are now either in place or will shortly be 
so�  Ireland supported the opening of an independent investigation into the incident at a special 
meeting of the International Civil Aviation Organization held on 27 May and this is now under 
way�

Ireland has serious concerns for the welfare of Roman Protasevich and Sofia Sapega, con-
cerns which have grown in light of the so called confessions which have been released�  We 
continue to call for their immediate and unconditional release�  The overall situation in Belarus 
remains grave and violations of human rights continue on a regular basis�  Ireland will continue 
to highlight these violations and work with its international partners to ensure those responsible 
are held accountable�  Ireland will take an active role on this issue at the current session of the 
UN Human Rights Council in Geneva�

On 1 June, this House unanimously supported a Government motion condemning the ac-
tions of the Lukashenko regime and expressing strong support for the Belarusian people�  It 
is important we continue to keep this issue high on the international agenda and in doing so, 
demonstrate the ongoing support of Ireland and the EU for civil society in Belarus�

In addition to the issues I have outlined, leaders may also raise other current external rela-
tions issues�  The agenda for this week’s meeting at the European Council is being discussed 
by EU affairs ministers at the General Affairs Council in Luxembourg today.  The Minister of 
State, Deputy Byrne, is representing Ireland at that meeting�

I wish to thank the Members for their active participation in this debate and the Taoiseach 
will fully report to the House, following the European Council meeting next week�

22/06/2021FF00400Ábhair Shaincheisteanna Tráthúla - Topical Issue Matters

22/06/2021FF00500An Ceann Comhairle: I wish to advise the House of the following matters in respect of 
which notice has been given under Standing Order 37 and the name of the Member in each case: 
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(1) Deputies Dara Calleary and James Lawless - to discuss the proposed removal of rail infra-
structure from Dublin Port as a consequence of Brexit-related capacity pressure; (2) Deputies 
Fergus O’Dowd and Ged Nash - to discuss the need for a full-time Garda station in Laytown, 
County Meath; (3) Deputy Michael Creed - to discuss a detailed update on progress regard-
ing site acquisition for new primary and secondary schools in Ballincollig, County Cork; (4) 
Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan - to discuss if a review of the boundary expansion between Cork 
city and County Cork can be undertaken; (5) Deputies Éamon Ó Cuív, Louise O’Reilly and 
Catherine Connolly - to discuss the need for clarity on the legality of consumption of alcohol at 
tables outside of restaurants and pubs; (6) Deputies Carol Nolan, Mattie McGrath, Michael Col-
lins, Danny Healy-Rae, Michael Healy-Rae and Richard O’Donoghue - to discuss the imminent 
threat of strike action within the post office network; (7) Deputy Bernard J. Durkan - to discuss 
the need for carbon reduction and a globally sustainable agrifood business to survive side by 
side; (8) Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire - to discuss the income limits for social housing; (9) 
Deputy Dessie Ellis - to discuss Irish Water’s responsibilities with regard to reported faults as 
well as the maintenance of water and sewerage infrastructure; (10) Deputy Chris Andrews - to 
discuss regeneration of social housing and flat complexes in Dublin’s inner city given the ruling 
by the European Committee of Social Rights; (11) Deputy Bríd Smith - to discuss the closure 
of Hesed House mental health services in Inchicore; (12) Deputy Darren O’Rourke - to discuss 
ongoing issues with the scheduling and delivery of driver theory tests; (13) Deputy Thomas 
Pringle - to discuss the need for the defence of fishermen by the Government at EU negotia-
tions; (14) Deputy Maurice Quinlivan - to discuss what progress is being made in the efforts 
to establish a living wage as committed to in the programme for Government; (15) Deputy 
Thomas Gould - to discuss the reconfiguration of children’s disability services in County Cork 
and the continued delay in accessing services; (16) Deputy Jackie Cahill - to discuss additional 
resources, staff and funding for early intervention services for children with disabilities in north 
Tipperary; and (17) Deputy Verona Murphy - to discuss engagement with the Irish Dental As-
sociation about ongoing issues with the dental service scheme�

The matters raised by Deputies Dara Calleary and James Lawless; Deputies Fergus O’Dowd 
and Ged Nash; Deputies Éamon Ó Cuív, Louise O’Reilly and Catherine Connolly; and Deputy 
Dessie Ellis have been selected for discussion�

22/06/2021FF00600State Pension Age: Motion [Private Members]

22/06/2021FF00700Deputy Louise O’Reilly: I move:

That Dáil Éireann:

notes that:

— workers in the State make a considerable tax contribution throughout their 
working life and should have the right to access the full pension rate of payment 
when they retire at age 65;

— some workers want to retire at age 65, while others want to remain at work, 
where they are able and willing to do so;

— numerous employment contracts stipulate an end of employment date in line 
with when an employee turns 65 years of age;
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— since the abolition of the State Pension Transition payment, thousands of 
65-year-olds have had to sign on for a Jobseeker’s payment;

— there are now thousands of 65-year-olds who are on the Jobseeker’s social 
welfare rate of €203 per week instead of the State Pension rate;

— there is a difference of €45.30 between the Jobseeker payments and the State 
Pension, leading to an annual loss of €2,355.60; and

— the pension age had been scheduled in legislation to increase to 67 years of 
age in 2021, and 68 years of age in 2028; and

calls on the Government to:

— commit to restoring the State Pension Transition payment for those retiring at 
65 years of age;

— abolish mandatory retirement, with exceptions for security-related employ-
ment, to give workers the choice to work or retire so long as they are fit to do so;

— ensure that workers who choose to work on, do so on their own terms, and in 
their conditions of employment they are not compelled to sign fixed- or short-term 
contracts of employment;

— make provision for those who remain at work beyond 65 years of age to have 
their Pay Related Social Insurance contributions counted towards their State Pen-
sion; and

— commit not to further increase the State Pension age�

It is not that long since the last election and the message from voters then was very, very 
clear�  Workers want the right to their pension rate of pay, after a lifetime of work, when they 
reach the age of 65�  They also want the choice to work on on their same terms and conditions of 
employment�  In short, workers want choice and I agree with them�  That is what this motion is 
about�  It is about giving workers a choice and making a public declaration we listened to them 
in the last election and have not forgotten the message they gave us�

After a lifetime of work, I and Sinn Féin believe a worker should be able to retire on the full 
pension rate of pay�  That was abolished by the Fine Gael-Labour Party Government in 2013�  
We want that position reversed and replaced with the choice to access the pension rate of pay 
at 65 or to work on on the same terms and conditions of employment�  That is an important 
part of this motion�  We want to see Deputies backing the position that workers should not only 
have the right to work on when their contract states they must retire at a certain age but that 
they should not be forced to take lesser or different terms and conditions of employment.  They 
should have the right to work on on the same terms and conditions�

I would welcome the views of the Minister of State on this matter, which is important�  
There are many reasons for workers wanting to work on, not least of which is the sky-rocketing 
cost of housing�  They should not have their terms and conditions diminished�  In fact, the State 
should protect their terms and conditions, when they exercise the right to work on�  There are 
many workers in arduous employment�  They spend all day on their feet, carrying heavy loads, 
cleaning and working outdoors in all weathers�  When they get to 65, their shift is done�  They 
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are ready to retire and want the dignity of the pension rate of pay�  They have paid tax all their 
working lives and want to be able to access the pension rate at 65�

I do not know that many of us in this House will ever understand what a lifetime of back-
breaking work does to a person’s body, but we can certainly show empathy and try to under-
stand that many workers are simply not able to continue past the age of 65�

6 o’clock

Being able to access the pension rate means they can realistically consider stopping work�  
If one is waiting tables, laying blocks, stacking shelves, cleaning or doing any other physically 
demanding work, that extra year makes a huge difference.

  I understand the Minister of State will read the script, try to deflect from the issues and 
maybe try to score a few political points but I caution against that�  This Dáil motion gives the 
Minister of State the opportunity to speak directly to those workers and let them know where 
he stands on this important issue�  I ask him to address his remarks directly to those workers to 
let them know if he is prepared to hear their concerns and fears about being denied the pension 
rate of pay at the age of 65 after a lifetime of work and to outline the Government’s position on 
the right to work past the retirement age stipulated in a worker’s contract on the same terms and 
conditions�  I really want to hear the Government’s position on this�  I further ask the Minister of 
State to recognise the contribution these workers have made during their whole working lives�

  We often stand in this Chamber and say politics is about making choices�  We have a choice 
this evening�  Sinn Féin has chosen to use our time to amplify the very real concerns of these 
workers about the mean-spirited move to raise the pension age�  We want to use our time to let 
the Government know that workers want and deserve the choice at the age of 65�  When one hits 
65 in this State, the chances are that one has been working and paying tax and PRSI for decades 
and that one started work believing one would be able to retire at the age of 65�

  We ask the Government to join us this evening to support older workers and give them 
dignity�  “Dignity” is an important word here�  When we talk to people on the doors, which we 
have the opportunity to do now with the approaching by-election, they say there is dignity in 
being able to access the pension rate of pay at the age of 65�  We ask the Government to join us 
in supporting that�

22/06/2021GG00200Deputy Claire Kerrane: There is a fundamental difference between the view of the Min-
ister of State and the Government and our view when it comes to retirement�  The Minister of 
State and the Government think it is appropriate for people at retirement to be paid a jobseeker’s 
rate of €203.  We do not.  The Minister of State and the Government think it is fine for workers 
who have paid into the social insurance fund for decades - some for 30, 40 or more years - not to 
be able to access their pension at retirement�  We do not�  To be clear, we seek in this motion to 
restore the State pension transition for people retiring at 65�  It was a mistake to abolish that in 
2014�  I am still waiting for someone in government to tell me what will happen if the proposed 
pension age increases go ahead.  Will we have a situation where the new benefit payment for 
65-year-olds becomes the new benefit payment for 65- and 66-year-olds?  Will there be a gap 
of two years where people are paid a jobseeker’s rate, losing out on over €4,700 in that time?  
We must be the only country in the world to place people who are retiring on a jobseeker’s rate 
payment�

I know the Minister of State will tell us how adequate our State pension rate is and he will 
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probably compare it to the rate in the North�  That is not in question this evening�  The rate in 
question is €203 per week.  That rate is far from adequate; in fact, it is set below the poverty 
line�  When one talks about adequacy, one does not talk about the cost of living�  A EUROSTAT 
report was issued today showing that prices in Ireland for goods and services are the joint sec-
ond highest in Europe and were 36% higher than the average across the EU last year�  We are 
one of the most expensive countries in Europe for food�  Utility bills are 78% more expensive 
than the EU average�  We really should leave the argument in relation to how adequate our rates 
are right there�

The Minister of State will also tell us there is no mandatory retirement age in Ireland, which 
ignores the reality that every year people are forced to retire at the age of 65 because they are 
contractually obliged to do so�  This is an issue and was acknowledged as such in the last Dáil 
when a Sinn Féin Bill to abolish mandatory retirement was passed unanimously�  We need to 
progress that�

We should let people remain at work if they wish and are willing and able to do so�  We 
should also let them continue to contribute their PRSI into the social insurance fund�  That is a 
win-win situation�  This is committed to in the programme for Government but it can only be of 
benefit if we allow for longer working lives.

I expect the Minister of State will use the North not just to compare what is beyond com-
parison in relation to the rates but also to highlight the fact the North has a state pension age of 
66, without putting on the record the reality of the North, which is important to do�  Westminster 
determines the pension age and decided to increase it to 66�  If we departed from that, we would 
have to cover the cost out of the tiny block grant we get to run the North�  The Minister of State 
will also know we have extremely limited revenue-raising powers in the North�  It is important 
to put that on the record because it is common practice in here for the Government to use the 
North in debates like this, rarely in any positive way�  It shows an arrogance and ignorance on 
behalf of Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael to throw an argument like that out�  It shows a lack of in-
formation as to how the North works�

We make no apology for reiterating the calls clearly made by the people in the polls last 
February in the general election and saying we need to put an end to the mad situation of, first, 
telling people they can no longer do their job at 65 and, second, telling them they have to retire 
having done their work and contributed for decades and will receive a jobseeker’s payment of 
€203.  It is an insult.  The people have said it and been clear.  We are saying it and we are clear.  
I hope the Government considers supporting this motion�

22/06/2021GG00300Deputy Chris Andrews: Every year, workers are forced out of their employment for no 
reason other than they have turned 65 years of age.  Irish law allows their age to be the defin-
ing factor on whether they can continue in employment, regardless of their ability to carry out 
the work�  This is possible because Irish law allows employers to impose mandatory retirement 
ages on staff contracts of employment, facilitating ageism within the workplace and creating a 
set of second-class employment rights for older workers�

Every worker in the State makes a significant and valuable contribution during their work-
ing lives�  We talk about looking after older people who have contributed to the State throughout 
their lives, yet we force them onto the dole queue when they hit 65�  We all know the vast major-
ity of people at 65 will not get a job�  At a time when citizens should be able to take their foot 
off the gas or continue working, this Government wants them to sign on the dole.  It is a charade 
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in which the Government is forcing older people to take part�  To make matters worse, it wants 
them to take part in the charade for less money than they would have got on their pension�  That 
is rubbing salt into the wounds�

Workers should have the right to retire at 65 with their State pension or the freedom to re-
main in work if they so decide�  The Government cannot keep moving the goalposts when it 
comes to the retirement age for the State pension, from 65 to 66, and to 67 in the new year�  The 
Government’s next move will be to increase the pension age to 68�  Where will it stop?  That 
is a real concern�  A pension age of 68 would be one of the highest in the OECD�  If someone 
wants to retire at 65, that should be their choice, taking into consideration their physical, mental 
and family circumstances�  They must also have the choice to work on�

22/06/2021GG00400Deputy Kathleen Funchion: I thank my colleagues, Deputies O’Reilly and Kerrane, for 
bringing forward this important motion�  As other speakers have mentioned, increasing the 
pension age was a significant issue on the doorsteps in the last general election.  I did not hear 
anyone disagree with our proposal at any of the meetings or debates I attended, so I do not think 
there will be any difficulty with everyone supporting the motion before the House this evening.

As a society, we should be striving to ensure that if people want to retire at 65, the choice is 
theirs�  If people want to continue to work, that is their personal choice but they should not have 
to continue to work�  People should be able to retire at 65 if they wish�  A number of employ-
ment contracts stipulate an end-of-employment date in line with when an employee turns 65�  
Since the abolition of the State pension transition payment, thousands of 65-year-olds have had 
to sign on for a jobseeker’s payment�  I have come across many people who do not want to put 
themselves through the experience of having to sign on for any sort of transitional payment�  
They feel they have worked hard�  Many of those we are talking about have been working since 
they were teenagers�  They feel they should be able to get the pension at 65 rather than having 
to avail of an in-between payment or jobseeker’s allowance�

I also wish to refer to women in the context of pensions�  Although women outnumber men 
among the over-65 age cohort, women only account for a third of those in receipt of a full State 
contributory pension�  The National Women’s Council of Ireland, NWCI, has called for a re-
think of our pension policy to become one that places equality and living with dignity in older 
years at the centre�  I wish to mention that in particular because once again we have women 
being failed by the State�  I do not think any of us are surprised by that at this stage, but it is an 
important issue�

Many people in receipt of a pension have often said they feel like a forgotten category in 
the country.  Their cost of living has increased and every now and again they get a paltry €5 
increase�  It is important that we remember them�  The cost of living does not reduce just be-
cause one turns 65 or 66.  Sometimes, it is very difficult for elderly people to live on a pension, 
in particular when they are more dependent on medical services and have increased fuel costs�  
We are great at setting up age-friendly initiatives and other such initiatives, but we are not very 
good at following through on actions that support them�

22/06/2021HH00200Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh: Nuair a dhéantar conradh le daoine - agus táim ag caint ó 
thaobh an Stáit de - ba chóir cloí leis�  Tá a lán daoine ann atá ag sroicheadh aois phinsin anois�  
Bhí conradh déanta ag an Stát leo�  Gealladh dóibh, nuair a shroichidís 65 bliain d’aois, go 
mbeadh cead acu dul ar an bpinsean le hiomlán an phinsin acu�  Loic an Stát orthu le déanaí�  
Loic an Stát orthu faoi na Rialtais dheireanacha�  Is mór an trua é sin, agus is drochnós é bheith 
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ag loiceadh ar dhaoine�  Tá sé luaite ag na Teachtaí romham an fáth go bhfuil daoine ag iarraidh 
dul ar pinsean�  Tá a lán acu briste tar éis 40 nó 45 bliain ag obair�  Tá an droim briste�  Tá an 
tsláinte briste.  Tá an mheabhair briste, fiú, ag roinnt acu.  Tá daoine eile i mbarr na sláinte agus 
tá siad ag iarraidh sult a bhaint as na laethanta deireanacha atá acu�  Tá súil agam go bhfuil níos 
mó ná 30 bliain ag a lán acu�  Tá siad tar éis íoc isteach sa chiste sóisialta agus tá siad i dteideal 
an t-airgead sin a fháil ar ais, i bhfoirm an phinsin�  Is é sin an fáth go ndéantar é sin a íoc�

We must change our attitude to pensioners�  They have been promised that they would be 
paid once they reach 65 and that they would be looked after by society�  That is not the case�  As 
other speakers have mentioned, utilities in this country cost a fortune�  Most pensioners I know 
are worried about where the money is going to come from to maintain their houses, pay their 
rent if their landlord increases the rent or throws them out, or for food�  They know that what 
little savings they have will not last�  While people should have the right to remain in work, 
they should also have the right to retire at 65 as they have been promised�  The pension they 
have paid into should be fit for purpose in order that they can enjoy their retirement, and not 
just survive it�

22/06/2021HH00300Deputy Denise Mitchell: I thank Deputies O’Reilly and Kerrane for bringing this impor-
tant motion to the House tonight�  People should be entitled to retire at the age of 65 on a full 
State pension if that is their choice�  It is unacceptable that they are expected to sign for job-
seeker’s benefit at the age of 65.  The decision to get rid of the State pension transition payment 
was cynical and that must be reversed.  The sum of €45 a week might not sound like a lot of 
money to some, but it makes a big difference to people who are struggling to make ends meet.  
It is heartless to expect people to wait for their pension and then to go on and penalise them in 
the process�

People had their voices heard during the last election�  They told us they want the option to 
retire at 65�  Talk of increasing the pension age to 67 or 68 targets those who are in the last few 
years of their working life�  The Government is seeking to move the goalposts just when these 
people are looking forward to retiring�  This debate should be about giving people a choice�  
Many people want to work beyond the age of 65, even well into their 70s�  They should have 
the right to do that if they feel fit to do so, but we must act now and give people a right to access 
their pension at the age of 65 if that is what they want to do�  They have worked and contributed 
to their pension for 40 or 50 years�  The Government cannot continue to treat those reaching the 
age of 65 with such disrespect�  They have been the backbone of every sector in society for the 
past four or five decades and they deserve to be treated with dignity by the Government.  I hope 
everybody will support the motion tonight�

22/06/2021HH00400Minister of State at the Department of Social Protection (Deputy Damien English): 
I thank the Deputies for raising this important topic here tonight�  It featured heavily in last 
year’s election, but even before that because it was something that was debated quite a lot in the 
Houses, probably since 2007 or 2008�  At that stage we needed to have a national conversation 
about it, which probably did not happen�  It was not led by anybody at that stage but it is impor-
tant that we are having this debate tonight and that the Pensions Commission is doing its work, 
which is leading the national conversation on the work we are going to do in this area as well�

As Minister of State in the Department of Social Protection, I welcome the opportunity to 
discuss the State pension this evening on behalf of the Minister, Deputy Humphreys, and the 
Department�  The Government recognises that the State pension age was one of the most im-
portant issues that arose during the last election�  The public were very clear that they wanted a 
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new approach and a new conversation in this space to see where we would go, bearing in mind 
that most people are responsible with the public finances and how we have to pay for all this 
as well.  That is why, when we formed this Government, we gave it very specific attention in 
the programme for Government and set out a range of commitments on which we have been 
following through�

As per the commitment in the programme for Government, the Pensions Commission was 
established last November by the Minister for Social Protection, Deputy Humphreys�  As we 
are all aware, the public policy and social issues underpinning the funding of a sustainable and 
adequate State pension system are complex�  The Government, therefore, wanted to get an im-
partial examination of the situation and an independent assessment of what would be required 
to sustain the State pension system and what may be possible for the future�  Even all those who 
raised concerns on this around the time of the election and prior to it want to make sure we have 
a sustainable system in place that guarantees the funding will be there to pay pensions well into 
the future, not just for them but for their children and grandchildren�

That is the reason we established the Pensions Commission with care, ensuring it had a 
gender-balanced membership with extensive experience of social and public policy, and the 
necessary expertise to grasp the potential impacts of any proposed pensions reform options�  
The commission is examining both sustainability and eligibility issues in respect of the State 
pension and the Social Insurance Fund�  In that respect, it has been asked to develop options 
for the Government on issues such as qualifying age, contribution rates, total contributions 
and eligibility requirements�  It is also considering the issue of retirement ages in employment 
contracts that differ from the State pension age, which I note is one of the points raised in the 
Sinn Féin motion�  In addition, the commission is looking at the issue of pension provision for 
long-term carers, which all Deputies will agree is very important�  To date, the commission has 
met on 15 occasions, with further meetings planned�  As part of its work, it has held an exten-
sive consultation with a wide range of stakeholders, including the general public, representative 
groups and associations, and national and international public and advisory bodies�  As part of 
this consultation, the commission has received 220 detailed submissions�  It has also conducted 
an online stakeholder forum, which included detailed presentations from a range of representa-
tive groups, and it has engaged with a range of national and international experts to inform its 
decisions in this space�  Lest anybody be in any doubt, the Pensions Commission is very much 
getting on with its work, and rightly so�  That is the challenge it was given, namely, to advise 
the Government in this space�

As a Government, we want the commission to be able to carry out its work independently 
and unfettered�  That is why, as committed in the programme for Government, last December 
we passed legislation to defer the planned increases in the State pension age pending the re-
port of the commission and its consideration by the Government�  That decision was not taken 
lightly�  We understood it was important to let the commission do its work and bring forward 
its advice.  That measure will cost €221 million in 2021 and approximately €453 million in a 
full year�  As also committed in the programme for Government, earlier this year we introduced 
a new benefit payment for 65-year-olds.  People who retire at the age of 65 and avail of this 
payment do not need to attend an Intreo centre to sign on, they do not need to be available for 
or genuinely seeking work, and they are not required to participate in any activation measures�  
That was a sore point for many people�  They felt that having worked all their lives, they should 
not have to join those queues, go to the Intreo service or actively seek work�  It was a big is-
sue and people did not like it�  Even though it had been debated for years, it certainly was not 
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communicated and people did not have the chance to contribute to that debate in those years�  
It was important that we paused this and took another look, while bringing in that benefit for 
the moment.  Unlike jobseeker’s benefit, which lasts for nine months, a person who retires at 
65 can avail of the payment for the full year until they reach pension age at 66�  That is dealing 
with another issue in that, under the previous scheme, the payment ran out after nine months�

It is important to note the social insurance contribution requirements for this payment are 
not as high as for receipt of the State pension and people retiring at 65 should, in most cases, 
easily meet the required PRSI conditionality�  While it was only introduced in February of this 
year, there are already over 2,600 65-year-olds benefiting from the new payment.

Speakers referenced the issue of adequacy�  From an adequacy point of view, the Irish State 
pension is regarded as successful at protecting pensioners from poverty�  However, we also 
want to continually improve the pension offering, which we have done for many years through 
successive Governments, and to improve the rate at which it is paid in order to give people a 
more comfortable retirement and to enable them to have the quality of life they deserve�  When 
increases are sanctioned, we will always have a view on pensioners living alone and those on 
single pension incomes in a household.  We recognise the difficulties if people are living alone 
and trying to run a household�  Pension rates in Ireland compare very favourably with other 
jurisdictions�  Again, we recognise that is what is needed to give the quality of life that goes 
with that�

Sinn Féin members do not like comparing this to the North, where they have a decision-
making role�  When we compare this with the North, they always say it is someone else’s fault, 
but the reality is that the contributory State pension here is over €248 and in Northern Ireland 
it is considerably less, at £175, or about €195.  That is the reality.  They will always blame 
somebody else�  I know they are not in government there on their own but they are responsible 
for decision-making in the North, whether they like it or not�  Repeatedly, we in the South are 
expected to judge Sinn Féin on what they say they would do if they were in government in the 
South, not what they actually do when they are in government in the North�  We should bear that 
in mind when we have these debates�  I am conscious the North gets an envelope of money from 
Westminster and I accept that too�  However, there are decisions to be made as well� 

22/06/2021JJ00200Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh: The Minister of State would not even listen to the contribu-
tions earlier�

22/06/2021JJ00300Deputy Damien English: I did not interrupt anybody�

In any discussion on pensions, we need to look at one simple, inescapable fact, namely, 
people are living longer�  We have to accept that, plan for that and budget for that, and make sure 
the resources are in place for the lifetime of the pension�  In 1971, the average life expectancy 
was 71 and, thankfully, by 2016, that had risen to 81�  A person who reached 65 years of age 
in 1971 could expect to live to the age of 77 and, in 2016, that had increased to about 84�  That 
is a positive development for our country and one we are trying to allow for in all our policies 
and plans, not just when it comes to the pension age but also housing for the ageing and every 
other policy document we bring forward as well�  Of course, it is hugely welcome that people 
are living longer and healthier lives but it does present its own challenges, challenges we have 
to meet collectively and responsibly�

In 1997, spending on pensions was €1.7 billion.  By 2010, this had increased to €5.8 billion 
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and by 2019, the cost had increased to over €8.2 billion, so the numbers have really jumped in 
recent years�  This expenditure increase is due in no small part to the ongoing increase in pen-
sioner numbers.  Some 743,000 persons over the age of 66 are expected to benefit from State 
pension payments next year�  This is an increase of over 150,000 people in ten years�  About 
40% of the total social welfare budget is spent on pensions, up from 28% in 2010�  Whether we 
like it or not, this has obvious implications for the ability of the State not only to fund pensions 
but also to allocate resources to other priorities�  I was involved in the document considering 
housing options for those who are ageing, an important document looking to the future and 
looking to give people a choice�  Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh raised the issue of security for 
people in rented accommodation as they age and move onto the pension�  It is important across 
all Departments that we recognise that policy changes and implementation are needed�  It also 
has implications for intergenerational equity and fairness�

The sustainability of State pensions is not an issue unique to Ireland�  This is a conversation 
that is happening all over Europe�  In Northern Ireland, the pension age was increased from 
65 to 66 last year and I believe it is planned to increase it again to 67 by 2028�  It is easy to be 
populist but the bottom line is there are no easy options on this, and that is the case for govern-
ments across the world�  This is an issue that has to be dealt with in the fairest possible way�  
That is why an independent commission to bring evidence to this and to allow evidence-based 
decision-making is appropriate, and it is one the Government will respond to�  There is a duty 
on every Deputy in this House to ensure we do not jeopardise the future of the State pension 
system by taking short-term, populist approaches to this matter�  The decisions we make today 
will not only impact those approaching retirement age but will have long-term and far-reaching 
implications, particularly for today’s younger generations of workers, who through their social 
insurance contributions and taxes are paying for today’s pensioners, but also for our children 
and their children when they reach retirement age over the coming decades�

While the Government will not oppose the motion, I want to be clear that we will be al-
lowing the Pensions Commission to continue with its work independently and giving it the 
necessary time to finish its deliberations and report to the Government independently, based on 
evidence and assessment of where we are going with this�  I expect that will happen in the near 
future and it would be inappropriate to pre-empt its conclusions and recommendations at this 
time.  Once its report is finalised, the Government will consider the options and recommenda-
tions set out by the commission and, as promised in the programme for Government, will take 
action within six months�

22/06/2021JJ00400Deputy Martin Browne: As much as the Government might want to ignore the message 
sent in the 2020 general election, Sinn Féin is here to remind it that the pension age was one of 
the biggest issues in the course of that campaign�  Voters sent a clear message that they wanted 
to restore the right to retire at 65 on the full pension rate, and Sinn Féin is making good on its 
promise to continue to campaign for that very right�  However, despite the message that was 
sent loud and clear, the Government has failed to act�  Instead, it has opted to stall the matter 
and resist bringing about the change that people called for�  While the legislation that had sought 
to raise the State pension even further has been repealed, there is still a need for a new law to 
replace it�

This is where the Pensions Commission that was appointed by the Government last No-
vember comes in�  It is expected that when the commission reports in the very near future, its 
findings will influence the course of action the Government will take.  However, there is con-
siderable concern that the commission does not include any representative from the groups who 
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are particularly affected by pension changes and who will be the most affected by the decisions 
informed by the commission’s report�  We have seen concerns about the gender pay gap and 
the glitches around those who are required to retire at 65, yet neither the NWCI nor Age Action 
is represented on the commission�  Let me remind the House that the NWCI said that the com-
mission “lacks the balance needed to arrive at conclusions that can accommodate a range of 
interests, especially those most affected by any pension age increase”.

What this Bill also seeks to do is to resolve the issues that successive Governments have 
seemed incapable of resolving�  Only recently, a constituent who is approaching pension age 
contacted me to ask why, if they choose to work past their retirement date, their PRSI contribu-
tions will not be counted towards their State pension�  We seek to address that in this motion�

We also demand a commitment from the Government to restore the State pension transi-
tion payment for those retiring at 65 years of age�  The Government’s handling of this issue 
has been chaotic and shows a total lack of appreciation or regard for the years of service these 
citizens have put into supporting the State�  They now deserve to be supported through just and 
comprehensible policies�

Sinn Féin is also calling for mandatory retirement to be abolished in most cases and for 
workers to have the choice to work or retire as long as they are fit to do so.  For those workers 
who choose to work on, they should be able to do so on their own terms and not be compelled 
to sign fixed-term or short-term contracts of employment.  We have tabled this motion because 
it represents the message sent in the last general election, and because the current Government 
cannot understand that our workers deserve the right to retire at 65 and the choice not to�

22/06/2021KK00200Deputy Seán Crowe: The Government intends to raise the pension age to 67 from next 
year�  Forcing people to work for years longer when they were planning and expecting to retire 
is wrong�  It is even more wrong because those of us in this Parliament who are making these 
decisions and forcing them on people are not being asked to do the same�  In 2028, the Govern-
ment intends to raise the pension age to 68�  This has been met with widespread opposition from 
trade unions and the wider workforce�  My union, SIPTU, launched its Stop67 campaign�  It 
understands that many workers, especially manual workers, cannot physically do the work that 
they have done for decades�  Bricks and blocks do not get lighter as people age�

Under pressure during the last election, one Government party, Fianna Fáil, promised to at 
least restore the transition pension so that those aged 65 did not have to sign on for the dole for a 
year after retirement�  So far, An Taoiseach and Fianna Fáil have not delivered on that promise�  
By removing the transition pension, the last Government unofficially raised the retirement age 
to 66.  As a result, many 65-year-olds who plan to retire cannot afford to stop working.  This is 
unfair, callous, and wrong�  The Government must stop its attempt to force through the planned 
increase of the State pension age to 67 in 2021�  It must restore the transition pension and the 
right to retire at 65�  Those workers have worked hard all their lives, paid their taxes and paid 
into the system�  They deserve their pension at the full rate�  They should be treated fairly and 
with dignity�  Working beyond 65 must always be a choice that workers make for themselves�  
Some may wish to keep working and should be enabled to do so�  Others will want to retire and 
enjoy the fruits of their labour�  No one else should force them to make those decisions�

22/06/2021KK00300Deputy Imelda Munster: I welcome the chance to speak on this important motion�  The 
State pension age was a significant issue at the time of the last election and it remains a signifi-
cant issue for thousands of people across the State�  Sinn Féin will continue its campaign until 
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the Government’s plans to raise the pension age are scrapped and the pension age is restored 
to 65�  The Government plans to raise the pension age next year to 67 and to 68 in 2028�  The 
State pension transition payment has been abolished, leaving thousands of 65-year-olds having 
to sign on for jobseekers’ payments.  Thousands of people are in receipt of a €203 jobseeker’s 
payment instead of the State pension, which is €45 higher per week.  This amounts to an annual 
loss for a person who retires in this State of €2,355 per annum.  These are people who have 
worked hard all their lives�  Some have worked hard in physical jobs for decades�  They have 
earned their right to retire at 65�  They paid their taxes, which the Minister of State seems to 
forget�  When people get to pension age, they have already paid their taxes for their pension�  
They have paid social insurance contributions all their working lives�

Some Deputies, the people who are making these unjust laws, can retire from the age of 50, 
should they choose to�  Some will be retiring to enjoy big fat pensions�  We cannot have one 
rule for people in here and another for everybody else�  It is wrong to make people’s working 
lives longer without giving them any say or choice whatsoever�  We support those who wish to 
remain at work after 65�  People should not be forced to stop working against their wishes�  We 
need a fairer system that suits people’s needs as they reach the traditional retirement age�  We 
have to support those who want to continue working, for example by ensuring that their PRSI 
payments count towards their State pension�  We must also respect that others will want to retire 
at the age of 65�  We need an end to mandatory retirement�  We need to restore the State pension 
transition payment and we need to keep the pension age at 65�  We need action�  There has been 
too much flip-flopping and indecision by Government.  We know what the people and unions 
want, and we fully support them�

22/06/2021KK00400Deputy Mairéad Farrell: Ar an gcéad dul síos, tréaslaím le mo chuid comhghleacaithe, na 
Teachtaí Kerrane agus O’Reilly, as an rún tábhachtach seo a chur os comhair na Dála anocht�  
Ba léir ón toghchán anuraidh cé chomh tábhachtach is atá ceist aoise an phinsin don ghnáthd-
huine�  Bhí an cheist seo i mbéal an phobail, agus ba bheag teaghlach a labhair mé leo agus mé 
ag stocaireacht nár ardaigh an cheist seo�  Níl sé féaráilte, agus mothaíonn daoine nach bhfuil, 
go mbeadh daoine ag obair a saol ar fad agus iad den tuairim go mbeidh sé de dheis acu an 
pinsean a fháil agus iad 65 bliain d’aois agus go bhfuil an Rialtas anois ag rá leo nach é sin 
mar a bheidh sé agus go mbeidh orthu liúntas cuardaitheora poist a fháil, cé go mothaíonn siad 
go bhfuil sé in am dóibh críochnú suas lena bpoist agus go bhfuil sé ródheacair dóibh leanúint 
orthu�  Tá sé togha dúinn mar Theachtaí a rá gur féidir le daoine leanúint orthu ag obair agus iad 
ag éirí níos sine ach bhí fear amháin ag rá liom go raibh sé ag obair ar feadh a shaol san earnáil 
tógála agus nach raibh sé in ann leanúint air ag dul suas agus anuas dréimirí agus é ag an aois 
sin�  Bhí air dul ar liúntas cuardaitheora poist don chéad uair ina shaol agus é i ndáiríre ag aois 
a phinsin�  Bhris sé sin a chroí�  Tá sé soiléir ó na daoine go gcreideann siad go láidir go gcaith-
fear é seo a athrú�  Táim tar éis a chloisteáil ón Aire Stáit nach mbeidh sé ag cur in aghaidh an 
rúin�  Ní ionann é sin agus tacú leis an rún agus leis na daoine atá ag rá go soiléir go bhfuil siad 
ag iarraidh an pinsean a fháil ag 65 bliain d’aois�  Is é sin atá á rá ag daoine agus is é sin an rud 
ba chóir tarlú�

Given that we are on the topic of pensions, I raise a related matter with the Minister of State 
that I hope he will look at�  It concerns the PAYE tax credit as it relates to the contributory pen-
sion�  The Finance Act 2013 did away with this credit as it applied to dependents�  For example, 
a husband could avail of this tax credit as it applied to his own contributory pension but not to 
his wife’s pension as was previously the case�  This means that some dependents now have a 
tax liability.  This issue mainly affects older women.  I ask the Minister of State to examine this 
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and to support our motion in full�

22/06/2021KK00500Deputy Sean Sherlock: The Labour Party supports the motion�  I want to raise some is-
sues in respect of the Pensions Commission, which the Minister of State has spoken exten-
sively about�  We are struck by the IBEC submission�  One of its key recommendations calls 
on the Government to remove the necessity to objectively justify a post-retirement fixed-term 
contract�  We believe that this is a retrograde step that would give employers the green light 
to discriminate against workers on the grounds of age�  While plenty of sticks and stones are 
thrown at the Labour Party about our time in government, we must remember that it was a La-
bour Party Minister of State, my colleague, Deputy Aodhán Ó Ríordáin, who introduced vital 
legislation in 2015 to protect working people and bring laws to prevent age discrimination in 
line with European case law�  We must protect the provisions set out in section 6(3)(c) of the 
Employment Equality Act at all costs.  This vital legislation prohibits employers from “offer-
ing” a post-retirement fixed-term contract without any requirement to objectively justify it.  It 
is vital that is protected�  A move though to row back on this or amend this legislation, as some 
are calling for - I hope the Government will resist those calls - would set back workers’ rights 
and equality rights by decades, which would be unacceptable�

The reality is that many workers wish to remain in their employment until at least their State 
pension becomes payable due to their continued ability to do their job and that they would see 
a significant drop in their income if forced to retire.  The recently introduced benefit payment 
does not address this issue�  Let us call a spade a spade here and be honest with each other about 
the debate that we are having tonight about the benefit payment.  It does not address the issue.  
Addressing this issue requires legislative change�

The Employment Equality Acts 1998 to 2015 state that an employer cannot discriminate 
against a worker on the grounds of age�  The Act allows, but crucially does not require, employ-
ers to set a mandatory retirement age for workers provided it can objectively be justified by 
legitimate aims�  Therefore, where we have legislation which allows for workers to be retired by 
a particular age, it will not be regarded as age discrimination if it is objectively justified by a le-
gitimate aim�  However, such an aim most include legitimate employment policy, labour market 
and training objectives for it to be in line with the EU’s directive on equal treatment in employ-
ment and occupation�  That is the law�  That is where we are and there can be no going back on 
that.  These decisions must be justified rather than the decisions of individual employers.  The 
Labour Party believes that is missing from tonight’s motion, although it addresses it to a certain 
extent�  As well-meaning as it is, it falls short on a crucial element the Stop67 campaigners are 
calling for, which is a statutory right to remain in the job�

We are supporting the motion�  I listened very carefully to the Sinn Féin contributors to the 
debate�  De facto Sinn Féin is calling the retirement age to move to 65�  I do not think there is 
any ambiguity about that.  That is my understanding of it.  The motion states in the first line 
that “workers in the State make a considerable tax contribution throughout their working life 
and should have the right to access the full pension rate of payment when they retire at age 65”�  
In other words, it wants to move the retirement age from 66 down to 65.  The final Sinn Féin 
speaker might clarify this for us�  The motion calls on the Government to “commit to restoring 
the State Pension Transition payment for those retiring at 65 years of age”�  I may be misin-
terpreting the motion but I ask for clarification.  If the motion is calling for the retirement age 
be reduced by 65, I imagine it negates the need for the State pension transition payment to be 
reintroduced at 65 years of age�  However, I may be missing some logic there�
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We support the motion and we support the work of the Pensions Commission�  We need to 
be cognisant of what is already in law.  When the Pensions Commission makes its final delib-
erations, hopefully it will not recommend any unwinding of pre-existing law particularly in 
respect of arguments Stop67 has so stridently put forward, and which we have all adhered to�  
The Employment Equality Act is existing robust legislation.  We need to ensure that fixed-term 
contracts are dealt with properly in the context of the Pensions Commission�  We all wait with 
anticipation for the report of that commission�  Ultimately, it will be for this House to decide 
where it goes thereafter�  The Labour Party is setting out its stall tonight in respect of post-
retirement fixed-term contracts because we believe that issue will be very high on the agenda.

We support the motion; there is no ambiguity about that�  I just want to raise a minute, but 
significant issue on the benefit payment.  The application process can be cumbersome for some 
people.  On 15 June I asked the Minister if she would make the form for the benefit payment 
for 65-year-olds available to download and print, rather than on request only�  The Minister 
responded to say that people can apply online, which is fine and many people will apply online.  
For those not able to apply online, the alternative is to make a request to the local Intreo office 
or through the Department’s income-support helpline and it is posted to the applicant�  If the 
form could available online for people to print it off and make their application it would help a 
significant number of people.  It is a relatively minor issue.  We do not understand the logic of 
not being able to print off the form itself.  However, a significant cohort of people are not able 
to do that at the moment�  I would be very grateful if that could be considered�

22/06/2021LL00200Deputy Gary Gannon: I thank Sinn Féin Members for tabling the motion which we in the 
Social Democrats will be supporting�  As we start to emerge from the pandemic many of us 
have been forced to re-evaluate what is important in our individual lives and in wider society - 
family, health and friendship�

It might seem simplistic but we need to keep these learnings close to us�  At the same time, 
we need to ensure flexibility and an assortment of values are represented.  The value and mean-
ing one derives from work cannot be thought of as universal�  Some of us, I hope all of us 
here, derive immense pleasure from our work and find meaning in our lives through our work.  
Others work to be able to sustain their other passions and hobbies and for some their work is 
measured through care which has historically been undervalued and ignored�

It should not be a utopian idea to have better work-life balance through a four-day working 
week, flexible working-from-home options, a society which values life spent outside labour 
participation as much as in it and a society where it should be a privilege, not a stress, to grow 
old, where the frenzy relating to security no longer haunts our elderly population�  Allowing our 
elderly to retire with dignity is the purpose of a pension system�  The State pension is and must 
remain the most important pillar in achieving that�

Older people in Ireland have the lowest rates of poverty of any age group�  The State pension 
is solely responsible for this�  At any one time, approximately 85% of older people in Ireland 
would live below the poverty line if it were not for the State pension�  Instead, that number is 
generally between 9% and 11% and has been so for the last decade�  For this reason, the Social 
Democrats believe the Government’s priority on pensions should be to end the auction politics 
on pensions, by linking the State pension to 35% of the average wage�

There is also a need to align the retirement age with the pension age and adjust employment 
contracts accordingly�  The Government should also look to introduce a system where people 
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have the flexibility to receive the State pension earlier or later than the State pension age.  This 
should be about choice�  People should have a choice as to when to leave the workforce, con-
fident they will not be punished for the choice they make as the pension amount they receive 
would be reduced or increased on a cost neutral basis�

There are regular contributions to the discussion on pensions from the commentariat and 
members of the Government, all referencing the sustainability of the pension system and the 
fact that people are living longer�  Successive Governments have done little to encourage or sup-
port longer working lives among people who want to work beyond the retirement age�  There 
is rarely justification for mandatory retirement except, perhaps, in some very select professions 
and there is no justification for it when the Government is simultaneously talking about a pen-
sions timebomb and insisting that we cannot allow our retirees the financial security they have 
earned�

The Social Democrats support this motion�  If the Government acted on it, it would be do-
ing something real to support workers on their own terms, supporting those who wish to have 
longer working lives�  There is also a need to expand coverage to groups not covered by pension 
arrangements�  We know of the contribution that care work makes�  People, mostly women, who 
perform care work save the Irish economy, by some estimates, €20 billion per annum, be that 
by raising families or caring for elderly family members or family members with disabilities�  
They are literally saving the State billions per year, not to mention meeting a tsunami of need 
that cannot be met by our healthcare system, yet we continue to insult these individuals and the 
value of their work by providing no security�

A few weeks ago, I said in this Chamber that there is no greater injustice than someone 
spending decades caring for family members with disabilities facing a retirement of financial 
insecurity�  This is the reality faced by many long-term caregivers�  Thanks to anomalies in our 
antiquated breadwinner pension system they have no entitlement to a pension from the State 
when they retire�  Nobody is more deserving of the admiration and support of our society than 
those who spend years, sometimes decades, in these caring roles�  Aside from the social value 
provided, they save the economy billions of euros annually - a point that cannot be overstated�

The Pensions Commission is due to report to the Government at the end of this month�  
Included in its remit is the creation of a pension solution for carers�  I sincerely hope that solu-
tion is one that ends the situation where understandable gaps in PRSI history or quirks in the 
means test often leave carers without any pension entitlement�  The Government should begin 
to treat credited PRSI contributions the same as paid contributions as treating paid and credited 
contributions differently tells carers that society does not value their work as much as it values 
paid employment.  That attitude is an anachronism in 2021.  Public policy needs to reflect more 
modern thinking about what counts as valuable work in our society�

Family Carers Ireland hears from many carers every year who have no individual entitle-
ment to a pension from the State�  If they are lucky, they will qualify for some income through 
a spouse, but if married to a civil servant who was hired under the old pension regime or to a 
farmer who has land, even if that land has not been worked, they are usually left with nothing�  
A commitment from Government to the development of a dedicated long-term carers’ pension 
scheme is the best way it can prove its support for carers�  This scheme should target people 
who have delivered full-time care for more than 20 years regardless of their PRSI history and 
should pay a pension equal to the maximum contributory pension, which is currently €248.30 
per week�  In addition, there should be no means test�
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There is no excuse for continuing to allow these anomalies in our pension system to fester, 
resulting in great financial uncertainty and instability into older life because of care work.  I am 
reminded of the words of C�S� Lewis, “You can’t go back and change the beginning, but you 
can start where you are and change the ending�” 

22/06/2021MM00200Deputy Paul Murphy: I am sharing time with Deputy Bríd Smith.  I first want to make a 
point that is relevant to this motion and to a number of other motions passed by the Dáil in the 
past number of weeks�  The Government is taking an extraordinarily cynical approach to mo-
tions brought forward by the Opposition in that it is supporting them, with no intention of doing 
anything about the issues raised�  They are doing this because they do not want to see bad head-
lines in the media to the effect that they are against something.  Tomorrow, the Government will 
vote in favour of the Social Democrats motion on the national maternity hospital�  A few weeks 
ago, it voted in favour of the motion on the national maternity hospital brought forward by the 
Leas-Cheann Comhairle and others and in favour of the People Before Profit-Solidarity Bill on 
the right to housing, but it has no intention of doing any of what was proposed, in my opinion�

The Minister of State, Deputy English, said in his opening statement that the Government 
will vote in favour of the motion, which is very clear in terms of the pension age coming back to 
65, but simultaneously he said something that entirely contradicts that, that is, the Government 
is in favour of the Pensions Commission continuing its work and does not want to interfere with 
the work of the commission, etc�  The Pensions Commission is a tool to take something out of 
the political arena because of the pressure the establishment parties came under in the course 
of the last election�  If the Government is in favour of the pension age coming back to 65, why 
not pass that into law?  What the Government has been doing over the last while is incredibly 
cynical�  It has copped onto the idea that voting against motions that are popular is a bad idea 
so instead it allows everything to pass with no intention of doing anything�  That is extremely 
cynical�  

The fundamental point is that instead of increasing the retirement age, which I believe is still 
what Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael would like to do if they could get away with it politically, we 
should be bringing it back to, at least, 65�  As a result of the Fine Gael and Labour Party deci-
sion to raise the age to 66, there are now 4,000 65-year-olds in this State out of work, unable to 
get the State pension and having to sign-on, effectively for jobseeker’s allowance, and instead 
get €45 per week less than the pension.  These are people who worked all of their lives, retired 
from their jobs at 65, and are now left to twist in the wind, unable to get a job, but not allowed 
to get the State pension�  It is not good enough�  The Government should hang its head in shame�  
This provision should be reversed immediately�  

It says something deeply profound and bad about capitalism that people living longer is a 
crisis�  We have a demographic timebomb�  The idea that people could retire at 65 and live a 
comfortable retirement for a number of years is a crisis�  These workers have been incredibly 
productive over the course of their lifetimes and they have created huge profits for their bosses, 
etc yet, it is unthinkable that we could make the employers and those who made the profits from 
their work pay for a comfortable retirement through increased employers PRSI�

Ireland is a wealthy country�  Per person, we are the richest country in the world, but one 
would not think it looking at how the Government treats our older workers�  Workers should be 
entitled to retire in comfort, but instead the Government is attempting, or would like to, push 
up the retirement age to 67 or 68.  We can afford a decent retirement for all workers at 65 - a 
universal basic pension�  The problem is Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael are more concerned with 
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protecting the billionaires from taxes than they are with supporting the workers who have cre-
ated that wealth�  Their pensions are part of their wages�  They are deferred wages�  

I welcome that Sinn Féin has brought forward this motion pushing to reduce the pension 
age to 65�  However, I would make the point to Sinn Féin that it is the real attitude of Fianna 
Fáil and Fine Gael on this issue from which they should draw some conclusions�  Fianna Fáil 
and Fine Gael are not on the side of ordinary workers, pensioners or otherwise�  Any coalition 
or compromise with these parties of the rich would mean betraying those who were looking 
for real change�  We do not need, and should have a ruling out of, coalition with Fianna Fáil 
or Fine Gael and instead a fight for a left Government with socialist policies to stand up to the 
billionaires and bring down the pension age for workers�

22/06/2021MM00300Deputy Bríd Smith: I agree that the constant use of arguments around a demographic 
timebomb to justify a tax on pensions and the retirement age in general is outrageous�  The at-
tempt by the State to push out the pension age has had widespread political support and was 
first designed by the Fianna Fáil-Green Party Government and put into legislation by the Fine 
Gael-Labour Party coalition and it was part of the austerity response�  It was also based on the 
idea that because people are living longer we cannot possibly pay a State pension at 65�

7 o’clock

In 2011, in highlighting the significant challenges facing the Irish pension system, Joan Bur-
ton said, “The fundamental principle that people need to participate in the workforce for longer 
needs to be emphasised and they need to contribute more towards their pensions if they are to 
achieve the income they expect or would like to have in retirement�”  She said the population 
aged over 65 was expected to more than double by 2050, increasing from 11% to 26%, because 
people were living longer and that spending on “social welfare pensions and public service 
occupational pensions, is projected to increase from approximately 5½ % of GDP in 2008, 
to almost 15% in 2050�”  There has been some rowback on the part of this Government with 
regard to pushing the retirement age out to 67�  It has had to do this and to create this commis-
sion, which is stacked with safe hands�  Of the 11 members of the Pensions Commission, three 
are civil servants, three are members of IBEC or similar bodies, two have legal backgrounds, 
two are economists and one is a token representative of the Irish Congress of Trade Unions�  
The Pensions Commission is a way to move this issue out of the political arena and was set up 
because the parties who came to a coalition deal, namely, Fine Gael, Fianna Fáil and the Green 
Party, felt political pressure during the general election�

  The attack on the right to a State pension at 66 should be seen as a wider attack on all work-
ers�  The right to a State pension at 65 was a big gain won by the working class in the 1970s and 
all workers should fight today to retain it because those who are workers today will be retired 
workers tomorrow�  We reject the demographic time bomb argument�  People do now live lon-
ger�  That is something to be celebrated rather than a cause of concern or a reason to impose 
another heap of austerity on people in their retirement�  Workers living longer does not mean 
that those now working are less productive.  In fact, while it may have taken five workers to pay 
the pension of one retired worker and while in the future it may take two or more to do so, the 
evidence clearly shows that workers are becoming increasingly more productive and that this is 
not being recognised in their wages or their pensions�

  This problem can be addressed by increasing the rate of PRSI paid by employers�  Ireland’s 
employers pay one of the lowest rates of PRSI contribution in the EU at just over 10%�  In 
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Austria, employers pay 21% while in Germany they pay 45%�  The EU average is 21%�  We are 
laggards again and are once again behind.  The attack on pensions reflects a wider crisis in the 
capitalist system�  Instead of celebrating the longevity of ordinary people, some see it as some-
thing they cannot afford to take any risks with.  We need to ensure that the right to retire at 65 is 
retained and that people can retire with dignity on a liveable income�  If that means addressing 
wider issues such as the wider attack on pensions by employers and our country’s status as a 
low-tax haven by increasing PRSI contributions, that is what should be done�

  The auto-enrolment policy of the Government is deeply flawed.  It will not deal with the 
crisis about which the Government talks and will only impose another tax on low-paid workers 
with no occupational pension.  By its nature, it cannot affect workers whose PRSI contributions 
are so low as to not qualify for anything other than a State contributory pension�  The growth 
of precarious low-paid work indicates how that will affect the current workforce when they are 
due to retire.  This is part of the reason for People Before Profit bringing in the Industrial Rela-
tions (Provisions in Respect of Pension Entitlements of Retired Workers) Bill 2021 on 30 June�  
This Bill aims to give retired workers a voice�  I hope we will get widespread support for the 
Bill from across the Dáil�  The retired workers to whom I have spoken, some of a cohort of tens 
of thousands, have a slogan, which is that retired workers are not retired voters�  The systemic 
attack on their pensions since the austerity measures were brought in by the Minister of State’s 
party and by Fianna Fáil when the banking crisis happened has been absolutely punitive on 
them�  It is part of the collective response of this system to retired workers, which is shameful�

22/06/2021NN00200Deputy Peadar Tóibín: Cuirim fáilte roimh an rún seo�  I hope the parties will support the 
Aontú amendment to ensure convergence between the pension ages in the North and South of 
Ireland.  At the moment there is a difficulty with regard to the pension in the North of Ireland.

It is symptomatic of the two-tier Ireland in which we live that when it comes to retire-
ment, there is one rule for the elites and another for hard-working men and women�  Deputies, 
whether they get voted of office or resign, will leave with golden handshakes to see them well 
and in wealth in their years of retirement�  All the while, working men and women throughout 
the country live in fear and anxiety about whether they will have enough money to afford to 
retire�  The gulf is enormous�   A massive chasm exists in this country between the ruling elites 
and the people on the ground.  I firmly believe that the vast majority of people in government 
do not even recognise how differently they treat themselves from the people on the street.  If 
one were to look for an example of that, one need only look to the ongoing €25,000 a day for 
this building�

In November 2020, amid the global crisis in health and the economy, the Government voted 
to upgrade the golden handshake pensions for former taoisigh and top civil servants�  The Gov-
ernment gave them a platinum handshake pension by restoring the cuts made to those pensions�  
It costs the taxpayer €12 million every year to do this.  At the same time, the Government voted 
against giving any pay to student nurses.  This is another example of how differently members 
of the Government treat themselves from the rest of the country�  This can be contrasted with the 
failure of the Government to find so much as a tenner for pensioners in the €18 billion budget.  
Quite simply, there is a chasm between lawmakers and the people on the street�  The hallmark 
of a civilised society is how we treat the most vulnerable�  God knows that the most vulnerable 
in the crisis we have been through are the older members of our society�  If the hallmark is how 
we treat them, the Government has failed very badly�  

At the moment, people are in many cases obliged to retire at 65 under their contracts�  They 



22 June 2021

77

are then forced onto jobseeker’s payments for one year before being allowed access the State 
pension at 66�  That is an absolute nonsense�  It again shows the lack of professional administra-
tion in this country�  This strange year people experience at the end of their working lives shows 
a lack of ordinary competency in administration�  Ireland is to have a pension age far older than 
those of the majority of our European counterparts�  England does not plan to move its pension 
age to 68 until 2046, 18 years after this Government expects this move to be made in Ireland�  

There will be a change in the demographics in the next 40 years�  There will be just 2�3 
people of working age for every pensioner�  The new total contribution approach brought in to 
replace the old averaging system means that people need 2,080 contributions to qualify for a 
full State pension�  That is the equivalent of 40 full years of PRSI contributions�  Just under six 
in ten Irish workers have some sort of pension to supplement the State pension�  We are looking 
at a major difficulty over the next while because of that.  It should be remembered that many 
older people locked themselves into significantly long mortgages to buy their houses.  It should 
also be remembered that there is a significant cohort of older people who are in rented accom-
modation while the price of rent is radically increasing�  This is happening at a time when the 
opportunity to get the full pension is narrowing and when the age at which someone is eligible 
is getting older�

The Government says that it will launch an auto-enrolment pension scheme some time in 
2022�  People will make contributions equal to 1�5% of salary, rising to 8% after ten years of 
work�  What progress has been made on this?  When will the Government be in a position to 
fulfil this pledge?  Will pensioners once again be left in uncertainty?  Shameful brazen politics 
have been played in respect of the issue of pensions over the past while�  In January and Febru-
ary, the pensions issue threatened to define the election of 2020.  Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael had 
to quickly row back on their previous plans to raise the pension age.  Significantly, they did so 
just to deal with the electoral backlash coming their way at the time�  Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael 
decided to get together to put a pin in the grenade that was about to go off.  Both parties stated 
they would oppose raises in the pension age�  However, like so many of the commitments from 
Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael, it disappeared like snow off a ditch once the election was over.  What 
did they do?  They pulled a very common trick in Irish politics and created a commission to do 
two things - kick the can down the road and transfer responsibility from them in the decision-
making process�  If the Government opposes the increase in the pension age, why does it not 
just state that it opposes it?  Why the need for a commission at all?  Why the inability to stand 
up for what one believes on obvious and simple issues of justice such as this?  It is incredible 
that both Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael speak about opposing the raising of the pension age but both 
see a commission to do just that as being the solution�

My concern is that raising the pension age will be part of an economic payback for the fiscal 
mismanagement of the Covid crisis by Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael in government�  It must be re-
membered that Governments have form in this regard�  Successive Governments have sought to 
recoup economic losses at the expense of the rights and entitlements of the most vulnerable and 
hard-working in society�  To bail out the banking sector in 2008, medical cards were attacked 
and retirees were told that although the crisis was not of their making, they were nonetheless 
expected to pay to bail out the offenders.  Fast forward to today and this crisis, which is not the 
fault of older people, yet the Government has its eye on their pockets to see if it can pick them 
to pay for the costs of the crisis.  In 2011, Fine Gael and the Labour Party in their first year in 
government legislated to raise the pension age from 65 to 68 incrementally�  It was incredible 
for the Labour Party or any party that says it is based on the legacy of James Connolly to see the 
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pockets of those aged 67 or 68 as the solution to the financial crisis the country was in.  In the 
run-up to the general election in 2020, we saw Fine Gael and Fianna Fáil reject that policy for 
fear of losing votes but now their policy is actually indistinguishable from it and they are just 
awaiting the most politically opportune time to push through the increase in the pension age�

Aontú is an all-Ireland party�  We are a 32-county Irish republican party�  We want to see 
convergence on the island of Ireland in all aspects - economically, socially and in the delivery 
of public services - but we also want to see convergence with regard to incomes and pensions�  
It is wrong that pension ages in the North of Ireland are different from those in the South of 
Ireland�  It is important that political parties speaking on this side of the Border do so with the 
same language up North as well because people in the North of Ireland listen to what parties 
say here and they want to make sure the parties fulfil those words in the Six Counties too.  We 
in Aontú have proposed an amendment seeking the convergence of the pension ages North and 
South and we ask the political parties here to support that amendment�

22/06/2021OO00200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: To clarify, has the Deputy tabled an amendment?

22/06/2021OO00300Deputy Peadar Tóibín: I understand an amendment has been sent into the office.

22/06/2021OO00400An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I do not have an amendment before me�

22/06/2021OO00500Deputy Peadar Tóibín: My apologies�  I will check that and revert to the Leas-Cheann 
Comhairle�

22/06/2021OO00600An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: That is okay�  I was going to ask the Deputy to move the 
amendment if it had been submitted but there is no amendment before me�

22/06/2021OO00700Deputy Peadar Tóibín: Okay�  We will sort that out�  I thank the Leas-Cheann Comhairle�

22/06/2021OO00800Deputy Louise O’Reilly: On a point of information, I do not have a copy of the amendment 
either, so I have not----

22/06/2021OO00900Deputy Peadar Tóibín: I am very happy to-----

22/06/2021OO01000An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: As it stands, no amendment is being moved�

22/06/2021OO01100Deputy Peadar Tóibín: I would be very happy to furnish an amendment to both my col-
league, Deputy O’Reilly, and yourself, a Leas-Cheann Comhairle�

22/06/2021OO01200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: At the moment, there is no amendment before me, so no 
amendment can be moved�

22/06/2021OO01300Deputy Peadar Tóibín: I will resolve that�  Thank you�

22/06/2021OO01400Deputy Carol Nolan: The motion states that there are now thousands of 65-year-old people 
on the jobseeker’s social welfare rate of €203 per week instead of the State pension rate.  There 
is a difference of €45.30 between the jobseeker’s payment and the State pension, leading to an 
annual loss of €2,355.60 for pensioners.  The urgency with regard to the pension age issue, as 
provided by the Government, is that there is a massive financial cost coming down the tracks as 
a result of the increasing number of older people�  However, this is a shameful position to adopt 
and we must see it in context�  For example, why should pensioners and ordinary workers bear 
the brunt of this cost when the Government is creating unsustainable and record levels of public 
debt in areas such as the national children’s hospital and the Climate Action and Low Carbon 
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Development (Amendment) Bill 2021?  The annual cost of the climate change Bill is in the 
region of €20 billion, as confirmed by the International Monetary Fund, and the overrun to date 
on the national children’s hospital is €1 billion, so why should ordinary workers and pensioners, 
who worked hard and served this country so well, bear the brunt of the Government’s reckless 
decision-making when it comes to finances and how it deals with people in a fair manner?  It is 
clear that the Government does not care about pensioners and it is not dealing with workers in 
a fair manner.  What is happening here is that it is presiding over chaos and affecting the lives 
of too many people.  It needs to reflect on that and be fair to pensioners.

22/06/2021OO01500Deputy Michael Collins: I fully support the motion to restore the pension age to 65�  The 
pension age was a key issue in the general election in February 2020�  Voters across the State 
expressed their opposition to the pension age increase throughout the election campaign�  The 
Fianna Fáil and Green Party Government that was in power from 2007 until 2011 decided to 
increase the pension age to 67 in 2021 and to 68 in 2028�  The subsequent Fine Gael-Labour 
Party coalition put that into law in 2011�

The current Government pledged in the programme for Government to keep the pension age 
at 66 pending the recommendations, to be delivered within a year, of the recently established 
Pensions Commission�  The approach of this Government to every issue now seems to be to 
establish a review or a report�  It is a delaying tactic to buy time and hope the issue will simmer�  
It is grossly unfair and deeply disingenuous�  This delay is causing great uncertainty for many 
citizens�

In any civilised society that respects its workforce, people should be entitled to a pension 
at the age of 65�  Let us not forget that the only people who are not entitled to the pandemic 
unemployment payment are those over 65 years of age who are still working�  These people 
again were left behind�  Irish people cannot wait for another protracted report or review�  They 
deserve to know where they stand�  Fianna Fáil has been all over the place on this issue�  Last 
year in the Dáil, it rejected a call for a State pension age of 65 but then agreed to defer the in-
crease in the pension age to 67�  It is making it up as it goes along�  Every worker in the State 
makes a considerable tax contribution throughout his or her working life and should have the 
right to retire at 65�

In the few seconds I have left, I refer to a meeting held this evening between the Rural In-
dependent Group and members of the taxi forum�  I ask the Minister of State, Deputy Ossian 
Smyth, who is present, to go back to the Minister for Transport, Deputy Eamon Ryan, on this 
issue�  Taxi drivers are in a crisis situation�  They need a taxi wage subsidy or a business sub-
sidy to survive the pandemic�  At least while they are trying to get their business back up and 
running, they need some kind of wage subsidy scheme to be put in place, as was done for other 
businesses but not for taxi drivers�  That has to change�  In addition, the ten-year rule relating to 
the changing of a vehicle has to be moved to 12 years in this crisis�

22/06/2021OO01600Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: The pension age was a key issue in the general election in 
February 2020�  Voters across the State expressed their opposition to the pension age increase 
throughout the election campaign�  The Government told them that things like that would not 
happen�  While in power from 2007 to 2011, Fianna Fáil and the Green Party decided to in-
crease the pension age to 67 by 2021 and to 68 by 2028�  Fine Gael and the Labour Party imple-
mented that while in government in 2011�  In 2020, those same parties went out and said they 
were not in favour of the increases in the pension age that were the doing of Fianna Fáil and 
the Green Party in 2007 and Fine Gael and the Labour Party in 2011�  I spoke again last week 
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about double standards�  It is a great thing that there is social media now because people can 
actually go back and check the record with regard to what various governments, some members 
of which may now be in opposition, have done, and hold them to account�  How dare they ask 
persons of aged 65 who have worked their whole lives for this country and paid their taxes to 
queue up to get the jobseeker’s allowance?  How does the Government dare to do this?  What it 
is doing is hypocritical�  I hope every person of pension age, and every child and grandchild of 
those pension-age people, researches and sees exactly what Fianna Fáil, Fine Gael, the Green 
Party and the Labour Party have done to those people in their retirement years�

22/06/2021PP00200Deputy Mattie McGrath: I support the motion�  I am disappointed that an Teachta Tóibín’s 
amendment, which I also support, was not put through, but I understand the situation�  The dif-
ference between what people get on jobseeker’s allowance and what they would be entitled to 
on the pension is €2,000 per year.  It is a most ignominious insult to 65-year-olds to be told to 
sign on�  These are people who were proud to work all their lives, raise their families and pay 
their taxes and dues�  To expect them to sign on with other people, no disrespect to them, at the 
labour exchange is unacceptable�  The sooner that is changed, the better�

The Minister of State, Deputy Ossian Smyth, is new to the Dáil, new to politics and new 
to this level of politics.  I hope he will be able to exert some influence in this matter.  What is 
being done is shocking�  I was in the House when the representatives of the grey vote arrived 
here some years ago�  They met at a church up the road and came down to the Dáil at the time 
cuts were made to medical cards�  They put the fear of God into Fianna Fáil and the Minister of 
State’s party at that time and, let us be fair about it, they also put the fear into me�  Their muscles 
will be flexed again because they have been blackguarded right through the pandemic.  They 
were locked up in their homes and had the life scared out of them by RTÉ, the national media 
and all the rest of them�  People in that age group, including taxi drivers, bus drivers, ambulance 
drivers, publicans, self-employed people and many others, could not even get the difference 
between their pension and the pandemic unemployment payment�  Total disrespect was shown 
to them in this regard�  They had to pay for the sins of the banking crisis and now they must pay 
for the sins of this crisis and the way it has been handled�  They must pay for the abysmal waste 
associated with the new children’s hospital, which will probably cost €2.5 billion or €3 billion.  
We will discuss tomorrow the cost of the new maternity hospital, which has gone up from €200 
million to €800 million.  The behaviour of Governments, Ministers and senior officials has been 
reckless�  Then we have the gold-plated pensions for former taoisigh, Ministers and public ser-
vants�  It is shocking and disgusting�

I am telling the Minister of State that enough is enough�  The pensioners of Ireland will not 
take this�  They do not deserve it�  Their children and grandchildren will remember what Fianna 
Fáil, Fine Gael, the Green Party, the Labour Party and some others did�  As an employer, I know 
the situation is difficult, but all older people want is fair play.

22/06/2021PP00300Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: I am very grateful for the opportunity to speak on this impor-
tant issue�  I, of course, support Sinn Féin’s very genuine and heartfelt motion�  My late mother 
always said one could judge any government or society on how it treats people who are getting 
to an older age and how those people are respected�  Past governments certainly did not shroud 
themselves in glory in the way they treated our older people�  When it comes to pensions, it 
should be about choice�  If a person is in the good form and health that means they want to keep 
working, he or she should be allowed to do so�  If a person is getting tired and wants to get 
out of the workforce, having worked hard, contributed, paid a great deal in tax and raised their 
families, to have more time to take a bit of ease for themselves, then, my good God, they are 
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more than entitled to it�

I want to highlight some of the things that have gone on here this evening�  When I see 
Labour Party Deputies saying they are going to support Sinn Féin’s motion, by God I must say 
they are a hypocritical shower, of what I will not say�  They had a special Minister in a previ-
ous Government who had the responsibility for being particularly horrible�  I would call her the 
Minister for horribleness�  I recall what she, in particular, did to older people, pensioners and 
women, and how women’s rights were so desperately and detrimentally affected when it came 
to pensions�  When I see Labour Party Deputies saying tonight they will support this motion, I 
can only say they are a hypocritical shower�  That is exactly what they are to be doing that here 
tonight�  Why will they not be true to their form and say what they said before, in 2011 and 
2012?  Will they not say here tonight what they said then about pensioners?  Perhaps other peo-
ple will forget what they did but I will not forget it and nor will I let anyone else forget it either�

22/06/2021PP00400An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: The Deputy’s time is up�  I am moving to the Independent 
Group�

22/06/2021PP00500Deputy Thomas Pringle: I am sharing time with Deputy McNamara�  I am grateful for 
the opportunity to contribute briefly to the debate on this motion, which I thank Sinn Féin for 
bringing forward�  It was 1 December 2020 when we last debated a Sinn Féin motion on pen-
sion age, in support of the STOP67 campaign�  Fortunately, there was enough public pressure 
on the Government at that time, and in the lead-up to the general election in February 2020, to 
pause the planned increase in retirement age to 67 years from 2021, even though that provision 
had been enacted in the Social Welfare Bill�

I listened with interest to the contributions of Labour Party Members in support of this mo-
tion�  The electorate has not forgotten that it was the Labour Party, in coalition with Fine Gael, 
that first legislated for the phased increase in pension ages.  In 2014, the age was increased to 
66 years and it was supposed to increase to 67 years from 1 January this year and to 68 years 
from 1 January 2028�  A State pension transition payment was introduced and then abolished, 
and 65-year-olds then had to sign on for jobseeker’s payment.  That payment is €45.30 less 
per week than the State pension rate�  Why must the public always be expected to pay for the 
Government’s ineptitude?

The Minister for Social Protection, Deputy Humphreys, gave us some insight when she said 
during the debate in December 2020: “We want to maintain a fair balance between those who 
are contributing to the system and those who are drawing from it.”  This reflects the particular 
quality of Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael that likes to pit cohorts of people against each other in 
their deservingness of, or access to, scarce resources�  The programme for Government sets out 
a number of commitments regarding pension provision, specifying that it would be “[u]nder-
pinned by the principles of sustainability, adequacy, and fairness” and would involve “afford-
able changes”.  That is laughable.  Changes cannot be called affordable if they do not include 
addressing the extortionate expenditure on tax relief for people with private pensions, which 
has cost the Exchequer billions over the years�

In discussing pensions, I always look to Social Justice Ireland for guidance, as it has consis-
tently produced excellent analysis, proposals and fully costed measures to inform Government 
decisions�  I suppose the clue is in the name, however�  Why would Fianna Fáil, Fine Gael and 
the Green Party take advice from any group seeking, God forbid, social justice?  The organisa-
tion has done a significant amount of work on the cost of providing tax relief on private pen-
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sions�  In its 2018 paper, A Universal State Social Welfare Pension: Recognising the Contribu-
tion of all our Senior Citizens, it states:

Estimates of the total cost of tax expenditures on private pensions have varied�  The 
Green Paper on Pensions estimated a gross cost of €3,220m for 2006 while the Department 
of Finance’s Tax Strategy Group estimated a gross cost of €3,035m for 2007...

  The National Recovery Plan 2010 gave the total gross cost of pension tax expenditures 
as €2,500m for 2010, comprising: the costs of tax relief on employee/employer/individual 
contributions to pension savings at €1,000m; the cost of the tax exemption for employer 
contributions as Benefit-in-Kind (BiK) in the hands of employees at €500m; and the cost of 
exempting from tax the accrued income and gains growth of pensions funds at €1,000m...

  Collins and Walsh (2010: 24-25) estimated the total cost of tax expenditures allocated 
to private pensions in 2007 was €3,100m.  In 2010, the Revenue Commissioners estimated 
a gross cost of €2,929m for pension tax expenditures (Revenue Commissioners, 2011).

There is a significant variation in the figures but all the numbers are huge and they show that 
the Government is governing for the few, not the many�

According to the same Social Justice Ireland report, giving tax relief on private pension 
contributions at 40% instead of 20% means that “[o]ver 70 per cent of the tax relief for private 
pensions accrues to the top 20 per cent of earners, with more than 50 per cent accruing to the top 
10 per cent of earners�”  A change in this regard would, the report noted, be a strongly progres-
sive change�  At the end of April 2021, in response to the public consultation by the Pensions 
Commission, Social Justice Ireland released a statement entitled “Disjointed Pensions Policy 
will fail Older People”, in which it advocated for the following changes:

First, reducing the rate of tax relief on private pensions from 40 per cent to 20 per cent 
and second increasing employers PRSI by 0�5 per cent�  These, along with some other 
smaller measures, would raise in the region of €949m, which is €200m+ more than the ad-
ditional cost of the Universal Pension in 2019�

  Social Justice Ireland has long advocated and put forward costed proposals for a universal 
pension scheme�  However, as I said, Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael, two interchangeable parties, 
are about governing for the few, not the many�  The Government committed to establishing 
the aforementioned Pensions Commission, the purpose of which was to “outline options��� to 
address issues including qualifying age, contribution rates, total contributions and eligibility 
requirements”�

The Pensions Commission was due to finish its work in June 2021.  When will the report of 
the commission be available?  The programme for Government states: “The Commission will 
report by June 2021”, but the Commission’s website states that it would meet fortnightly until 
June 2021�

I am out of time, but I wish to mention a few issues, including pension solutions for carers, 
the majority of whom are women; and the impact of the housing crisis on pensioners, as we 
have upcoming generations who do not own their own homes and therefore will not be living 
mortgage-free or rent-free into their pension years�  These issues also need to be addressed� 

22/06/2021QQ00200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I call on the Minister of State, Deputy Ossian Smyth�
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22/06/2021QQ00300Minister of State at the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform (Deputy Os-
sian Smyth): I wish to thank the Deputies for the engaging debate�  I would like to start by 
addressing some of the points that were made by Deputies, not all of whom are still present in 
the Chamber�

In response to Deputy Martin Browne, I wish to put it on the record that there is a member 
of the board of the NWCI who is also on the Pensions Commission�

In response to Deputies Seán Crowe and Munster, the Government has no plans in place to 
increase the State pension age at all�  The Government removed the legislation that would do 
so and will await the publication of independent report of the Pensions Commission before any 
decisions are made�

In response to Deputy Gannon, the commission is also looking at benchmarking and index-
linking the State pension at 34% of average earnings, and at a pension solution for long-term 
carers�

In response to Deputy Tóibín, who raised a point about auto-enrolment, I wish to underline 
that auto-enrolment is totally separate to the State pension�

As already outlined by my colleague, the Minister of State, Deputy English, the Govern-
ment is very mindful of the debate that occurred during last year’s general election campaign 
and has made considerable commitments in the programme for Government to deal with the 
matter�  In that regard, the Government is absolutely committed to maintaining the State pen-
sion as the bedrock of the pension system in Ireland and to ensuring it continues to protect pen-
sioners from poverty.  We are spending over €8.8 billion on the State pension system this year 
alone�  That amount is projected to increase substantially over the coming years and decades, 
given the considerable demographic shifts occurring in Irish society�  That is why we must also 
ensure that we do not jeopardise the future of the State pension system with short-term thinking 
and that younger generations will also have an entitlement to the State pension system when 
their turn comes�

In February of this year, in keeping with our programme for Government commitment, we 
introduced the new benefit payment for 65-year-olds with less onerous PRSI eligibility condi-
tions than those required for a State pension.  So far, over 2,600 people have benefitted from 
this payment without having to be available for, and genuinely seeking, work, without having to 
undertake various activation measures and without having to turn up at their local Intreo centre 
to sign on�  Through the introduction of that payment, we have delivered on our commitment 
in the programme for Government�   We established the Pensions Commission last November 
to independently assess sustainability and eligibility issues in respect of the State pension and 
the Social Insurance Fund�  The commission has engaged in an extensive public consultation 
process to ensure it is apprised of all relevant information and issues�  The Government enacted 
legislation last December that will keep the State pension age at 66, pending the report of the 
Pensions Commission and the Government’s consideration of its conclusions and recommenda-
tions�  The programme for Government commits that the Government will take action on the 
recommendations of the Pensions Commission within six months of receiving its report�

We need to be honest with people in this debate.  There are no easy fixes.  Governments 
across the world are grappling with the issue of pension sustainability�  One only has to look at 
Northern Ireland and the UK where the pension age was increased from 65 to 66 last year and 



Dáil Éireann

84

is due to increase again to 67 by 2028�  The rates of payment within our own pension system 
compare very favourably with other jurisdictions.  To be specific, the contributory State pension 
here is over €248 per week.  In Northern Ireland, by contrast, it is considerably less, at £175 or 
approximately €195 per week.

As I have stated, the Government wants to ensure that the State pension remains the bedrock 
of the pension system in Ireland�  That means ensuring that today’s workers, and particularly 
young workers, have access to a State pension into the future�  While we are not opposing the 
motion this evening, having established the Pensions Commission, the proper and sensible 
thing to do is to await its independent assessment of the situation and then engage with its 
recommendations in a comprehensive manner�  That will provide members of this House with 
ample opportunity for further engagement and debate on the matter�  I look forward to that 
engagement being constructive and mindful of the overarching aim to protect this and future 
generations in their retirement�

Throughout this, I will remember the people I met on doorsteps during the election cam-
paign last year who were about to retire, some of whom had done very difficult manual labour 
jobs throughout their lives and some of whom wanted to continue working�  I will always be 
mindful of that in the decisions that are made in the future�

22/06/2021QQ00400Deputy Louise O’Reilly: I welcome the opportunity to speak at the conclusion of this im-
portant debate�  I thank all of the Deputies for their contributions this evening�  I want to draw 
the Minister of State’s attention to the fact that there is no representative from the NWCI on the 
Pensions Commission�  There are named representatives on the Pension Commission�  There is 
one representative from the ICTU and one from IBEC, but there are no specific representatives 
from the NWCI that I can see�  I just checked it before I rose to speak�  It is an important clari-
fication to make, because as we know, women are impacted disproportionately by the pension 
situation�

I would not call it a “crisis”�  Although the Minister of State is right to reference the fact 
that Governments across the globe have to deal with the issue of pensions, it would be most 
helpful if the somewhat hysterical language were taken out of the debate�  We are not facing a 
demographic time bomb�  It is a good thing that people are living longer�  We do not have a pen-
sion crisis or anything like it�  In fact, what we have is an opportunity to look at the economy 
and how it is structured�  We have an opportunity to look at low pay, precarious work and the 
way the Government has built and constructed the labour market�  It provides an opportunity 
for growth, which is very important�  It is important that we grasp the opportunity to fund our 
pensions through growth�  By growth, I mean the growth of decent jobs and the elimination of 
precarious work.  Decent well-paid jobs afford us an opportunity to grow and to ensure we put 
pensions onto a sustainable footing�  That is important�  It is an important lesson for the Govern-
ment to take on board�

The Government must not demonise people who have worked all their lives and want to 
retire when they get to the age of 65�  In fact, we should thank those people for doing their shift 
by offering them the opportunity to access the pension rate of pay when they get to the age of 
65�  That is what Sinn Féin believes�  We know it is what workers want�  Workers are not foolish�  
They do not seek out things that will cause the economy to crash�  Indeed, I am sure the speakers 
from Fianna Fáil and the Green Party know well how to crash an economy�  That is not what 
workers want�  Workers want to know that the pensions they paid into will be available to them 
when they reach the age of 65�  That is what this motion seeks to deliver�  It seeks to facilitate 
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workers accessing the pension rate of pay at the age of 65�  It seeks to abolish mandatory retire-
ment where that retirement is mandated within a person’s contract and it seeks to allow workers 
to continue working on the same terms and conditions�  Like other speakers, I was alarmed by 
the IBEC submission to the Pensions Commission that referenced the potential use of fixed-
term or altered contracts�  In actual fact, what we are looking for is an extension of a contract 
to facilitate a person to work on past the age of 65, and indeed, when they reach the age of 65 
to have the ability to exercise choice�  There is a lot of dignity in having a choice�  For many 
Deputies, particularly on the Government side of the House, there is very little understanding 
of the options that are available to people�

Sinn Féin believes that people should have the right to access their pension rate of pay at 
the age of 65�  Much like the Minister of State in his speech, from an adequacy point of view, 
the Irish State pension is excellent at protecting pensioners from poverty�  However, we believe 
that, at the age of 65, one should have access to that rate of pay�  It is not the label that is put 
on it, or not calling it a pension, that is a factor in the alleviation of poverty�  It is the rate one 
gets�  Currently, the thousands of workers who hit 65 since the Government came in almost a 
year ago are on the jobseeker’s rate, not on the pension rate�  The Minister of State was right 
when he said, from an adequacy point of view, the Irish State pension is excellent at protecting 
pensioners from poverty�  We are saying that they should be allowed to access that pension at 
the age of 65 when their shift is done and their work is completed�

I am not sure there is a massive understanding on the Government side of the House that 
when people do backbreaking work, such as waiting tables, laying blocks and working outdoors 
in all weathers, they are ready to retire when they hit the age of 65�  Sinn Féin is saying to those 
people that we believe they should be able to access the pension rate of pay and have the dignity 
to choose�  If they want to work on, they should be able to retain their terms and conditions of 
employment�  If they want to retire, they should be allowed to do so and access the pension rate 
of pay�

There is almost unanimity, which is quite unusual, on this issue across the board�  The Gov-
ernment said it will not oppose the Sinn Féin motion�  I believe that is a little bit disingenuous, 
however�  Not opposing something is not the same as supporting it�  The workers watching this 
debate this evening, particularly anyone in the age bracket of 60 to 64, will want to hear what 
the Government is thinking, regardless of what commissions, reports or other mechanisms it 
has used to sideline this issue�  On our part in Sinn Féin, we will ensure we keep this issue 
front and centre�  We will ensure we make good on the commitments we gave to people on the 
doorsteps in 2020�  Thanks to people like the STOP67 campaign, they have put this issue on the 
agenda for those parties that needed it�

22/06/2021RR00150An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Just to let the Deputy know that her colleague, Deputy 
Gould, is indicating�

22/06/2021RR00200Deputy Louise O’Reilly: I will finish shortly and give way.  People know that we listened 
and heard their concerns�  They know that we are using our time here this evening to keep 
this issue on the agenda.  It suits the Government to have this issue off the agenda.  We know 
from the Fianna Fáil-Green Party Government record that when its back is to the wall, the first 
people thrown under the bus are the minimum wage workers�  If we do not keep this issue on 
the agenda, we know what will happen because we know the history of governments and how 
people are treated�  We will keep this issue on the agenda and we will be as good as our word�  
We will push hard and continue to do so to allow people the opportunity to retire with dignity 
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on the pension rate of pay at the age of 65�

22/06/2021RR00250Deputy Thomas Gould: I thank Deputy O’Reilly for giving me an opportunity to speak on 
this important motion�

During last year’s general election, I was canvassing with the Sinn Féin president, Deputy 
McDonald, in Blackpool shopping centre in Cork�  A number of people came up to us to explain 
how angry and frustrated they were at what they perceived as a betrayal by the previous Gov-
ernment and Fianna Fáil on the retirement age of 65�  In particular, one man stood out�  He told 
us he got his first job when he was 14 years old.  He worked for 41 years non-stop in the same 
company, starting as a boy carrying wood and blocks to finishing up in management.  He was 
retiring in March last year but the Government put him on the exchange�  The previous Govern-
ment put him on the dole, as he called it, and kept him on it�  He said he never had a problem 
with jobseeker’s allowance because whoever needed it was entitled to it�  His problem was that 
after working for 41 years non-stop that the Government put him on jobseeker’s allowance�

Where is the dignity and respect that people deserve?  As Deputy O’Reilly said, they worked 
hard jobs all their lives such as in factories, shops and hospitals�  They were denied the right 
to retire at 65 and, instead, were put on jobseeker’s rate which is a lower rate than the pension 
rate�  The Government said it will not oppose this motion�  Will it support people who are 65 
and give them the pension they deserve if they want to retire?  Many people want to continue to 
work after 65 which we support�  This is a rights issue�  Many Government Deputies promised 
the retirement age and the pension for those people at 65�  Those Deputies must stand by their 
word and live up to what they committed to�

Question put and agreed to�

22/06/2021RR00325Ceisteanna - Questions (Resumed)

22/06/2021RR00350Ceisteanna ar Sonraíodh Uain Dóibh - Priority Questions

22/06/2021RR00400Cúrsaí Gaeilge

22/06/2021RR0050057� D’fhiafraigh Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh den Aire Turasóireachta, Cultúir, Ealaíon, 
Gaeltachta, Spóirt agus Meán uasdátú a thabhairt faoin ról atá aici nó ag an Aire Stáit chun a 
chinntiú go gcomhlíonfar na spriocanna maidir le stádas agus cur chun cinn na Gaeilge sna Sé 
Chontae, mar a aontaíodh sa chomhaontú, Deich mBliana Nua, Cur Chuige Nua, agus faoin 
obair atá déanta acu beirt le déanaí chun na spriocanna sin a chur i gcrích� [33235/21]

22/06/2021RR00600Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh: Tá ceist agam don Aire agus don Aire Stáit�  Tá an bheirt 
acu anseo�  An dtabharfaidh siad uasdátú dúinn ar an ról nó ar na cumhachtaí atá acu chun sp-
riocanna maidir le stádas na Gaeilge sna Sé Chontae a bhaint amach agus ar an gcur chun cinn 
is gá teacht ar an scéal?  Nílim ag caint faoin reachtaíocht amháin ach faoin gcomhaontú New 
Decade, New Approach a chomhlíonadh ina iomláine�

22/06/2021RR00700Minister of State at the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
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Media (Deputy Jack Chambers): Tá an Rialtas seo tiomanta do chur i bhfeidhm na ngealll-
tanas a rinneamar maidir le New Decade, New Approach, tionscadail a rachaidh chun leasa an 
phobail ar fud an oileáin�  Gan dabht, tá an phaindéim tar éis mórán dár gcuid ama a thógáil le 15 
mhí anuas�  I mí Eanáir, áfach, reáchtáladh an chéad chruinniú maidir le hathbhreithniú ar chur i 
bhfeidhm an chomhaontaithe�  Cruinniú fíorúil a bhí ann agus bhí an tAire Gnóthaí Eachtracha, 
an státrúnaí, an Chéad Aire agus an leas-Chéad Aire, agus ceannairí páirtithe Fheidhmeannas 
Thuaisceart Éireann i láthair ag an gcruinniú�  Gheall na páirtithe go léir ag an gcruinniú a dtio-
mantas leanúnach maidir le cur i bhfeidhm an chomhaontaithe�

Maidir le teanga agus cultúr, tá soláthar sa chomhaontú maidir le reachtaíocht don Ghaeilge, 
ag tabhairt aitheantais don ilghnéitheacht cultúir agus féiniúlachta i dTuaisceart na hÉireann�  
Mar chuid den tiomantas ar chur i bhfeidhm iomlán an chomhaontaithe, tá an Rialtas ag súil 
go mbeifear in ann an reachtaíocht seo a thabhairt isteach chomh luath in Éirinn agus is féidir�  
Tá oifigigh mo Roinne ag comhoibriú go leanúnach le páirtithe leasmhara mar a bhaineann sé 
le spriocanna an Rialtais ó thaobh na teanga de sa Tuaisceart a bhaint amach, go háirithe ag 
leibhéal an phobail�

Maidir le forbairt na Gaeilge i measc an phobail sa Tuaisceart, beidh infheistíocht de 
€400,000 sa bhliain ó 2021 go 2023 á déanamh ag mo Roinn.  Beidh €250,000 á chur ar fáil 
don chiste infheistíocht Gaeilge sa Tuaisceart le margaíocht a dhéanamh ar ionaid de chuid an 
chiste agus leis na hionaid a neartú agus a bhuanú mar ionaid phobail.  Beidh €50,000 le hin-
fheistiú i bhfeachtas feasachta teanga, leis an nGaeilge a bheith níos feiceálaí i measc an phobail 
agus €100,000 le líonraí Gaeilge nó Gaeltachta a fhorbairt, comhionann leis na líonraí Gaeilge 
sa Deisceart�

I réimse na craoltóireachta, ar feadh na trí bliana atá romhainn, beidh soláthar de €1.2 mil-
liún sa bhliain á chur ar fáil le tacú le craoltóireacht na Gaeilge i dTuaisceart na hÉireann�  
Chuige sin, tá comhaontú dár luach €1 milliún aontaithe le Northern Ireland Screen le hábhar 
trí mheán na Gaeilge a sholáthar�  Cuirfear soláthar 17 uair a chloig breise d’ábhar trí mheán 
na Gaeilge ar fáil faoin socrú seo.  Chomh maith leis sin, beidh €100,000 sa bhliain á chur ar 
fáil do TG4 agus RTÉ leis an nGaeilge a fhorbairt i réimse na craoltóireachta i dTuaisceart na 
hÉireann� Beifear ag súil an t-airgead seo a dháileadh sa tríú cheathrú den bhliain�

22/06/2021SS00200Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh: Tá gach duine sásta go bhfuilimid ag bogadh ar aghaidh 
ó thaobh an Fheidhmeannais ó Thuaidh agus nach bhfuil an bhagairt chéanna ann a bhí ann 
an tseachtain seo caite agus mé ag scríobh na ceiste seo�  Glacaim an deis tréaslú leo siúd a 
bhí ag lorg cearta teanga sna Sé Chontae thar na blianta�  Gealladh dóibh breis is 15 bliana ó 
shin go mbeadh Acht le rith agus tá sé ann anois de thairbhe gur sheasaimid an fód le cinntiú 
go gcomhlíonfar an gealltanas a tugadh sa chomhaontú New Decade, New Approach agus go 
mbeadh amchlár againn�  Is é an príomhrud anois ná go mbeidh reachtaíocht ann a bhfuil téagar 
taobh thiar de, agus go mbeidh cearta gafa léi agus nach bréagchráifeacht a bheadh i gceist le 
reachtaíocht nach dtugadh cearta do Ghaeilgeoirí sna Sé Chontae�  Tá ceist agam ar an Aire 
Stáit faoi na céimeanna eile atá le glacadh anois�  An bhfuil sé i gceist aige labhairt le ceannaire 
nua an DUP go luath nuair a bheidh sé roghnaithe, measaim Jeffrey Donaldson, le cinntiú nach 
mbeidh sé nó na hAirí eile ag fanacht siar ó na cruinnithe tras-Teorann?

22/06/2021SS00300Deputy Jack Chambers: Tá an cheist seo pléite go rímhinic leis an údarás cuí�  Tá an Ro-
inn seo ag iarraidh go ndéanfar dul chun cinn leis an reachtaíocht seo, mar a dúirt mé�  Leanfar 
leis an gceist seo a ardú leis an údarás ó Thuaidh go dtí go mbeidh toradh sásúil ar an scéal�  Fe-
ictear domsa go bhfuil cothrom na Féinne tuillte ag pobal labhartha na Gaeilge ó Thuaidh�  Ba 
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cheart an reachtaíocht seo a bheith tugtha chun cinn agus, faoi mar ata ráite agam cheana, táim 
sásta an méid agus is féidir liom a dhéanamh ar mhaithe le tacú agus comhlíonadh an gheallta-
nais a rinneadh ina leith�  Tá an Rialtas ag súil go mbeifear in ann an reachtaíocht don Ghaeilge 
a thabhairt isteach chomh luath in Éirinn agus is féidir�  Déanfar an cheist a thomhas go dtí go 
mbeidh toradh ar an scéal atá sásúil agus a thagann leis an ngealltanas a bhí déanta ina leith�  
Tá tagairt déanta ag an Teachta do cheannaireacht an DUP�  Níl sé i gceist agam aon ráiteas a 
dhéanamh maidir leis an méid a thit amach le cúpla lá anuas�  Is ceist í sin do cheannaireacht an 
pháirtí�  Níl le rá agam ag an am seo ach go mbeidh mé ag comhoibriú leis na páirtithe go léir 
san Fheidhmeannas lenár spriocanna roinnte a bhaint amach�

22/06/2021SS00400Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh: Níor lorg mé aon fhreagra mar gheall ar an gceannaire nua 
ach d’fhiafraigh mé an bhfuil sé i gceist ag an Aire Stáit cruinniú a lorg leis an gceannaire nua 
nó leis an gCéad Aire nua, nuair a bheidh a leithéid roghnaithe, chun a dhéanamh cinnte de nach 
mbeidh an DUP ag déanamh baghcat ar chruinnithe Thuaidh-Theas uile-Éireann idir Airí, mar 
a bhí siad á dhéanamh go dtí seo, agus nach mbeidh siad ag cur bac, srian nó moill ar chinntí 
maidir leis an teanga, le Foras na Gaeilge agus a leithéid, agus ag cur moille dá réir ar na cearta 
atá ag dul do Ghaeilgeoirí ar an oileán seo�

22/06/2021SS00500Deputy Jack Chambers: Tá cearta an-tábhachtach ar an oileán seo�  Táim an-sásta an com-
har agus an comhoibriú an-tábhachtach idir an Rialtas seo agus an Rialtas ó Thuaidh a leanúint 
freisin�  Tá an Rialtas seo ag teagmháil leis na páirtithe ó Thuaidh an t-am ar fad�  Beidh go leor 
cruinnithe eatarthu agus an reachtaíocht seo á chur i bhfeidhm�

22/06/2021SS00600Acting Chairman (Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh): As I do not see Deputy Duncan Smith 
here to take Question No� 58, I will take Question No� 59, in the name of Deputy Ó Snodaigh, 
and return to Deputy Smith when he arrives�

22/06/2021SS00700Covid-19 Tests

22/06/2021SS0080059� Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the reason for the last-minute decision not to use antigen testing as had pre-
viously been announced for the pilot test event at the Iveagh Gardens; if any of the pilot live 
test events will be used to test concert or gig conditions that can be replicated if successful at 
smaller venues across the State; if she will publish the minutes and research of the Return to 
Live Events Working Group; and if lessons were taken from the pilot live test events in Decem-
ber 2020 to ensure the summer 2021 schedule will not be a wasted opportunity to prepare for 
the wider reopening of the sector� [33236/21]

22/06/2021SS00900Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh: I ask the Minister to explain the reasons for the last-minute 
decision not to use antigen testing, as had previously been announced, for the pilot test event in 
the Iveagh Gardens recently�  Will any of the pilot live test events be used to test concert or gig 
conditions that can be replicated, if successful, at smaller venues across the State?  The idea was 
to follow the lead of other countries in Europe which have had pilot test events�

22/06/2021SS01000Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): Pilot events are necessary as proof of concept for the safe management of events 
while Covid-19 is still circulating in our communities and to evaluate and build confidence in 
the Covid-19 guidance and event management protocols developed by the culture and sports 
sectors�  The pilot events will use a range of measures to militate against Covid-19, including 
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reduced attendances, social distancing, mask wearing, hand sanitising, contact tracing, the care-
ful management of ingress and egress of audiences and spectators, and appropriate ventilation 
for indoor events�  I sought these pilot events as I am determined to see a safe reopening of our 
live music sector as soon as possible�

Neither my Department nor I had indicated an intention to use antigen testing at the Iveagh 
Gardens event, although I am aware that the National Concert Hall has employed antigen test-
ing for staff and performers in the past.  The Department has been monitoring pilot events inter-
nationally and is aware of the role that testing can play in supporting activities�  As the Deputy 
will be aware, I announced today that antigen testing will be deployed for the forthcoming con-
cert event at the Irish Museum of Modern Art on 3 July�  Some 3,500 fans will be in attendance, 
500 of whom will be health care workers�  Some of Ireland’s best talent will be performing on 
stage, talent we have all so greatly missed seeing live in this past year�

It should be noted that in addition to the pilot events, from 7 June numbers permitted at 
organised outdoor events have increased to a maximum of 100 for the majority of venues, with 
a maximum of 200 for outdoor stadia and venues where there is a minimum capacity of 5,000�

The measures being employed will be reviewed for their appropriateness as pilot events 
proceed and will be adjusted as necessary and if necessary�  They will allow sports, arts, cul-
ture and entertainment organisations to test necessary control measures and other measures in 
venues across a range of settings and have been designed to inform the safe reopening of these 
sectors�  They will be subject to ongoing review including with respect to the prevailing public 
health situation�

I have never been unwilling to publish the minutes of the meetings of the live entertainment 
working group and am happy to supply those to the Deputy, should he so wish�

22/06/2021SS01100Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh: Like the Minister, I was looking forward to live events be-
ing rolled out�  I have been critical of the slow pace of the roll-out of pilot events, in particular, 
in comparison to other countries�  We could have been further along the road with those pilot 
events�  It is welcome that the Minister has announced the use of the antigen testing on 3 July�  
If it had been used in the other events, we may be further down the road of rolling out and open-
ing up live events, which would have been a very significant encouragement to musicians and 
others working in the entertainment industry who have been basically locked out of work for so 
long�  The events, obviously, have to be assessed afterwards�  There has to be a period of time 
to check whether there has been any spread of the virus, especially given that we are in danger-
ous times in respect of the Delta Indian variant, as people think�  Can the Minister outline how 
many more test events there will be before the industry can go fully live again?  What would set 
it back?  Is it all hands on deck as soon as the industry gets the all-clear after 3 July?

22/06/2021SS01200Deputy Catherine Martin: There are still a number of test events to take place, as outlined 
last month when we announced that events would take place in various indoor and outdoor 
venues�  Today’s announcement of antigen testing and reduced social distancing shows that 
progress is being made�  The reason this was not the case with the Iveagh Gardens event was 
because it was the first pilot event.  As the Deputy will know from his knowledge of this sector, 
it is not a question of switching it on overnight�  These are venues that have not been in opera-
tion for over 15 months and are now working in the context of Covid-19�

The first event was really about the logistics of simple things like staggered entrance and 
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egress and social distancing�  We learned from that and we are moving to 1 m social distancing�  
Progress is being made�  We will complete the pilot events as set out a few weeks ago in the 
Government announcement�  I am sure the Deputy will appreciate that in my engagement with 
the sector, I am determined for it to reopen�  I will, of course, have to be guided by the public 
health guidance at that time�

8 o’clock

We are making progress and will reopen as soon as possible�

22/06/2021TT00200Deputy Aengus Ó Snodaigh: I do not expect venues to reopen overnight, given the practi-
cal problems the Minister has outlined, but they need some indication in order that they can 
plan�  That is why it is important that as many as possible of these test events are held in the 
proper manner and given the full range of supports and protections in order that lessons can 
be learned and processes can be set down as quickly as possible for the next series of events�  
In doing so, organisers will have a better idea of whether there is a need for increased social 
distancing, for everybody to wear masks or whatever measures may be required based on the 
learnings from the pilot live events as soon as they are rolled out�  Those in the live industry 
who organise events need to know in order that they can plan for the end of July, August and 
September and, I hope, gain something from the summer season for live entertainment�  It will 
allow them to look towards the rest of this year rather than have to sit back and wait until next 
year�

22/06/2021TT00300Deputy Catherine Martin: I think we are all in agreement that we want there to be a return 
to economically viable live performances as soon as possible, and there are many reasons to 
be optimistic�  Even today, the hospitalisation and ICU numbers are very positive�  I fully ap-
preciate the lead-in times in planning and delivering events.  However, I cannot give a definite 
timeframe for when this will happen�  What I can give is my assurance that I will continue to 
work with colleagues in the Government and with the sector to bring certainty as soon as pos-
sible�  I am fully aware that in the case of venues working at reduced capacity, while it is good 
to have a return to live music, it is not viable�  That is why I secured in the national economic 
recovery plan a commitment that as long as venues are working with reduced capacity and so-
cial distancing due to restrictions, the many supports that have been rolled out will remain in 
place for the sector�

22/06/2021TT00500Swimming Pools

22/06/2021TT0060058� Deputy Duncan Smith asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media her views on the provision of indoor public swimming pools and public swimming 
pools in appropriate outdoor settings; and if she will make a statement on the matter�  [33220/21]

22/06/2021TT00700Deputy Duncan Smith: I thank the Acting Chairman for his indulgence in respect of the 
order of the questions and apologise to the Minister of State and my fellow Deputies for being 
late�

What is the Minister of State’s view on the provision of indoor swimming pools and public 
swimming pools in appropriate outdoor settings?  The proliferation and explosion in respect of 
people’s interest in swimming and of their desire to swim, both indoors and outdoors, has been 
one of the positives of the pandemic, if we can say such a thing�  What is the Minister of State’s 
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strategy to ensure the activity will be well resourced in the years ahead?

22/06/2021TT00800Deputy Jack Chambers: The Department provides capital support for the construction of 
swimming pools�  In this regard, the local authority swimming pool programme provides grant 
aid towards the capital costs of new swimming pools or the refurbishment of existing pools�  To 
date, 52 pools have been completed and three swimming pool projects, in Lucan, Buncrana and 
Edenderry, remain in the programme�  The Lucan pool is under construction and is expected 
to be completed later this year, while both the Buncrana and Edenderry projects are at contract 
documents stage�

Exchequer support for any new swimming pool projects is now provided under the large 
scale sport infrastructure fund, LSSIF, which was launched in 2018 to provide Exchequer sup-
port for larger sports facilities including both indoor and outdoor swimming pools, with at least 
€100 million made available over the period to 2027.  Fifteen applications were received for 
swimming pool projects, all of which were for indoor facilities�  Provisional grants for eight 
swimming pools under the LSSIF were awarded in January 2020 and these projects are at vari-
ous stages of a due diligence process�  While it is not proposed to open the LSSIF to new ap-
plications at present, the Department is undertaking a review of the LSSIF programme, which 
is expected to be complete in the coming months�  This review will consider progress on all 
existing grants and whether any additional grants should be awarded, while the timing of any 
new call for proposals will also be considered�  Any new allocations or a new call for propos-
als will be dependent on receiving additional funding under the current review of the national 
development plan�

As for future swimming pools, the National Sports Policy 2018-2027, launched on 25 July 
2018, commits to the development of a national swimming strategy�  This will involve close 
collaboration with relevant Departments, local authorities, sporting bodies and other stakehold-
ers�  As part of this, there will be a review of swimming pool provision to identify where gaps 
exist and how they can be met�  Moreover, a sports action plan, covering the period to the end 
of 2023, is nearing completion and will be published soon�  It is envisaged that the development 
of a national swimming strategy will be significantly progressed as a priority in the early stages 
of that action plan�

Furthermore, I recently met representatives of Swim Ireland to discuss a proposal for a pilot 
programme using mobile or pop-up container pools to deliver swimming lessons on school 
grounds�  These pools can be transported to a school setting and I understand a similar scheme 
is in operation in the UK�

I will conclude my prepared contribution in my follow-up response�

22/06/2021TT00900Deputy Duncan Smith: I was encouraged by the end of the Minister of State’s response 
because we do need to identify gaps�  He and I were both elected to an elected local author-
ity in 2014, Fingal County Council, that has no public swimming pool in the area�  It is quite 
incredible that a town the size of Swords or Balbriggan has no public swimming pool, whereas 
Finglas, when I was growing up, had one, while on the 17A bus route, there were three�  It is re-
ally important that the Minister of State and the Department, through the review of the funding 
mechanism, become drivers of the provision of swimming pools�  We cannot leave it to local 
authorities to drive it; it must come from the Minister of State and the Government�

There has been a significant increase in outdoor swimming, not just in the summer months 
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but throughout the year�  Wonderful places such as the Captains and the Springers in Skerries 
and High Rock in Portmarnock have been used for years as swimming spots but there is no pro-
vision of facilities such as a place to get changed, somewhere to secure car keys or anything like 
that�  I refer not to wholesale infrastructure but to some supports for amenities, which would be 
welcome�

22/06/2021TT01000Deputy Jack Chambers: To conclude my opening response to the question, Swim Ireland 
plans to purchase one such pool to allow swimming lessons to be taught onsite at schools, with 
an overall aim of providing children with the opportunity to gain life-saving swimming skills, 
particularly in areas not well served by swimming pool access�  If successful, the scheme could 
be extended by the provision of additional container pools, something on which we will engage 
further with Swim Ireland�

As I said, we have identified a national swimming strategy as a key priority in the national 
sports policy and the sports action plan we published this summer�  As part of that, we want to 
underpin the people who will deliver these programmes while addressing the deficits in certain 
parts of the country in regard to capital infrastructure and swimming pools, which the Deputy 
highlighted�  Ongoing capital schemes are open to clubs and organisations�

I know the Deputy lives in Fingal along the sea�  There is great interest in sea swimming�  
Particularly during Covid, there was a significant increase in sea swimming while the use of 
pools was restricted�  It is open to any club to apply under the sports capital programme for 
equipment, and funding schemes are available through local authorities�

22/06/2021TT01100Deputy Duncan Smith: Swimming is a public amenity, a public good and a skill everybody 
needs, and the State has a role in providing that�  Swimming pools have too often been viewed 
through a for-profit lens.  We do not look at libraries, green spaces for field sports, playgrounds 
or any other public amenities like that, and rightly so, but when it comes to the provision of a lo-
cal authority pool, the question is whether it will make a profit.  We need to move on from that.  
The question should be whether it will be able to serve the community that needs it�  Only 25% 
of our pools, 100 of approximately 400, are in public ownership and many of them are blocked 
up by private groups�  That is understandable, but this is something we need to move on�  We 
need a wholesale change in how we approach swimming�

It is great to see so much engagement and participation in outdoor swimming, but water 
quality is the key�  In Balbriggan, for example, the EPA reported poor water quality and it has 
thrown into doubt the entire season despite excellent water quality results�  That too is some-
thing that needs to be examined by relevant Departments�

I thank the Minister of State for a very encouraging response�

22/06/2021TT01200Deputy Jack Chambers: As the Deputy said, water safety is an absolute priority�  The 
national sports policy identifies swimming as one of three sports that have great potential for 
generating higher levels of active participation over the course of one’s life, along with cycling 
and running�  That is why it has been given priority status and is receiving additional funding 
under dormant accounts to promote greater participation under the Get Swimming campaign�

From my engagement with Swim Ireland in the context of treating swimming as a public 
good, I am aware it is examining excellent initiatives from the UK that will help broaden the 
reach of swimming into more communities where there are infrastructural deficits.  It is also 
carrying out an ongoing survey of every piece of sports infrastructure in the country and tagging 
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them in order that the geographical and community deficits can be accounted for.  It could be 
areas of disadvantage or regional places which do not have the adequate sports infrastructure 
and being able to respond appropriately�  That will give us a national picture of where there is 
a deficit.  On the issue of-----

22/06/2021UU00200Acting Chairman (Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh): We are out of time�

22/06/2021UU00300Deputy Jack Chambers: On that issue, I agree and I acknowledge there are challenges in 
Fingal with pollution to our seas�  There has been a big increase in funding to Irish Water to try 
to address some of the issues there�

22/06/2021UU00350Tourism Industry

22/06/2021UU0040060� Deputy Imelda Munster asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media her views on reports of a worker shortage in tourism and hospitality; and her 
further views on the impact that low pay and poor conditions may be having on labour in the 
sector�  [33256/21]

22/06/2021UU00450Deputy Imelda Munster: This question is to ask the Minister whether she will comment 
on reports of a shortage of workers in the tourism and hospitality sectors and whether she will 
share her views on the impact low pay and poor conditions may be having on labour in those 
sectors�

22/06/2021UU00500Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): The reopening of the country and the economy has been happening gradually over 
June and I look forward to further reopening in July and beyond�  Tourism accommodation and 
outdoor dining, tourism attractions and activities have reopened and, subject to satisfactory 
progress with the health situation, more indoor activities will reopen in July�   

The Government has supported businesses through the closure in particular with initia-
tives such as the Covid restrictions support scheme, CRSS, employment wage subsidy scheme, 
EWSS and the Fáilte Ireland tourism business continuity scheme and is now assisting them in 
their reopening.  While CRSS and the tourism business continuity scheme have addressed fixed 
costs, the EWSS has been crucial in maintaining employment and the link between employer 
and employee�

Its continuation was one of the key asks of the sector and the Government has committed 
to its maintenance until the end of 2021 in the economic recovery plan�  I know the reopening 
is very welcome but I also know it brings a number of challenges, especially in reconnecting 
with employees� 

Tourism brings employment to many parts of the country that have limited alternative job 
opportunities.  That said, I am aware of the reports of difficulties in rehiring workers.  After such 
a long period of closure it is not surprising there are difficulties restarting, especially if workers 
have moved location or taken up other employment�  I also understand the caution some em-
ployees may feel about their safety, as well as concern about potential future closures� 

That is why the Government has taken a cautious and staggered approach to reopening to, as 
far as possible, avoid backward steps�  Thankfully, building on the high uptake in vaccination, 
we are still on track to deliver our plans for July and I hope this will give people confidence to 
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return to work� 

Prior to the pandemic, tourism and hospitality accounted for approximately 260,000 jobs 
and Fáilte Ireland was very active in the issue of skills development in the sector�  The tourism 
recovery task force made a number of recommendations to enhance sustainable employment in 
the tourism sector to support both its survival and recovery�  This includes the development of a 
national tourism education gateway as a one-stop shop to education for all tourism employees�  
My Department is working closely with the Department of Further and Higher Education, Re-
search, Innovation and Science to progress these recommendations�

As the Deputy may be aware, labour law and workplace conditions are a matter for my col-
league, An Tánaiste, the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment�

22/06/2021UU00600Deputy Imelda Munster: Some sector representatives have claimed the issue is one of 
some workers feeling it is not worth their while to work when they can remain on the pandemic 
unemployment payment, PUP�  Some in government, the media and the industry have created 
the false narrative people are abusing the PUP�  It is not backed up by any data�  An Irish Con-
gress of Trade Unions, ICTU, representative, who recently appeared before an Oireachtas com-
mittee, put forward the facts there and stated there was no basis for it whatsoever�

I have sympathy with the sector�  It is not trying to take away from the hardship it has had 
over the past year and a half but the issue has to be addressed, for the sake of workers and em-
ployers�

22/06/2021UU00700Deputy Catherine Martin: I do not believe the PUP is a disincentive to returning to work�  
The Economic and Social Research Institute, ESRI, has shown in its recent study, 95% of work-
ers would be better off back at work.  The PUP was an effective response to unemployment 
brought about the pandemic�  The best way to secure the future of the industry and workers’ 
incomes is to facilitate a safe and sustainable reopening that secures employment and income 
in the longer term�

The tourism and hospitality sector, as the Deputy is aware, is a large employer�  It is not sur-
prising, after such a long period of closure, there are difficulties restarting, especially if workers 
have moved or taken up other employment�  I understand the caution employees may feel about 
the future and their concern about potential future closures�  The best way to address that is to 
support workers and businesses to help them get back to normal trading�

22/06/2021UU00800Deputy Imelda Munster: We know the Low Pay Commission is looking at the issue but 
the sector will not do it unless it is forced to so do�  It is up to the Government to make sure 
it steps up and follows through in the commitment to introduce a living wage as a matter of 
urgency�  In 2019, almost 82,000 workers were in accommodation and food services�  In 2018, 
their median pay was €313 per week.  If one weighs that against the cost of living, rent, utilities, 
childcare etc., one can understand why the sector is struggling with staff retention.

It is not a new problem�  For years, we have had a shortage of chefs, cooks etc�  We should 
use this as an opportunity to address the long-running issues in the sector when it comes to 
workers’ pay and conditions�  Does the Minister have plans for workers in tourism and hospital-
ity, in terms of low pay and poor conditions and improvements in that area?

22/06/2021UU00900Deputy Catherine Martin: As the Deputy said, I am aware staff retention is an issue and 
am delighted Fáilte Ireland is delivering on a number of strategies and is working closely with 
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the industry, education providers and other State agencies to address the recruitment and reten-
tion challenges in the tourism sector�  A recruitment for reopening webinar event was delivered 
on 30 April for tourism and hospitality businesses and more than 1,000 businesses registered 
for this event�  Each business received a toolkit to support the recruitment challenges, including 
sourcing opportunities�

A social media campaign is live for the tourism sector and is targeting jobseekers on both 
Facebook and Instagram�  A schedule of targeted content will run through the summer on Fáilte 
Ireland’s tourism career websites�  State agencies, such as SOLAS, through the education and 
training boards are delivering new sector-specific support, on their skills to advance programmes 
in conjunction with industry, with a number of higher education institutes continuing to develop 
new Springboard courses and deliver additional skills�  These programmes received funding as 
part of the human capital initiative to retain and regain qualified staff.

I reiterate that labour law and workplace conditions are a matter for my colleague, An 
Tánaiste, the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment�  He also is keen to make progress 
on the living wage�

22/06/2021UU00925Ceisteanna Eile - Other Questions

22/06/2021UU00950Arts Policy

22/06/2021UU0100061� Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media further to Question No� 226 of 20 May 2021, the details of the independent 
arts evaluation organisation tasked with carrying out the monitoring and evaluation framework 
of Galway 2020; if the report by this independent arts evaluation organisation which is due 
by quarter 4 of 2021 will include a detailed audit of the finances of Galway 2020 including a 
breakdown of the way the moneys were spent; and if she will make a statement on the matter�  
[33290/21]

22/06/2021UU0110098� Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media further to Question No� 56 of 6 May 2021, the details of the Galway 2020 leg-
acy initiatives to which the remaining €1 million departmental commitment will be allocated; 
and if she will make a statement on the matter�  [33292/21]

22/06/2021UU01200Deputy Catherine Connolly: As I understand Question No� 61 will be taken with Question 
No. 98, I specifically am asking for the details of the independent arts evaluation organisation 
tasked with carrying out the monetary and evaluation framework of Galway 2020�  Tied in with 
that, I am asking for details of the legacy initiatives from Galway 2020�  I am aware that a meet-
ing was held as far back as November 2020 on the legacy details�  Can the Minister update me 
on that?

22/06/2021UU01300Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): I propose to take Questions Nos� 61 and 98 together�

The Audience Agency is the independent arts evaluation organisation tasked with carrying 
out the evaluation under the Galway 2020 monitoring and evaluation framework�  The Audi-
ence Agency was awarded the contract following a competitive tender process advertised on 
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etenders.gov.ie�  The Audience Agency is a registered charity�  It is funded by Arts Council Eng-
land as a cultural sector support organisation�  It is an experienced and internationally recog-
nised monitoring and evaluation organisation whose mission is to enable cultural organisations 
to use data to increase their relevance, reach and resilience�

The monitoring and evaluation framework, developed in consultation with stakeholders, 
including my Department, provides for review of Galway 2020 project in terms of how it devel-
oped Galway’s cultural capacity, delivered the programme rooted in people and place; and the 
social and economic benefit accruing.  The final monitoring and evaluation report, scheduled 
for delivery in quarter 4 this year, will include results on the number of cultural organisations 
supported, the jobs created to deliver the programme, new projects commissioned, events held, 
audience numbers and a breakdown of the total income and expenditure�

It is not within the remit of the monitoring and evaluation framework report to carry out an 
audit of Galway 2020 finances.  Galway 2020, as a registered company and charity, complies 
with all statutory and regulatory reporting requirements set out under the Companies Act 2014 
and the Charities Act 2009, including the annual lodging of an audited financial statement with 
the Companies Registration Office and the Charities Regulator. 

On the question of Galway 2020 legacy initiatives, Galway 2020 will, in the coming months, 
commence a focused stakeholder consultation process with creative, community, business, 
Government and European stakeholders�  This consultation process, together with  the report 
from the monitoring and evaluation framework, will inform the development of a sustainable 
strategic legacy plan for Galway 2020.  This legacy plan is due to be finalised before the end 
of the year�

The remaining €1 million from my Department’s overall funding commitment of €15 mil-
lion for Galway 2020 will contribute to the implementation of the legacy plan�  Galway 2020 
supported a wide range of local artists and cultural organisations to create, develop and deliver 
original works.  Close to €15 million or 66% of the overall expenditure of €22 million to date by 
Galway 2020 on delivery of its year as European Capital of Culture has been spent on cultural 
programme delivery�  Over 500 events employing at least 600 artists and other cultural profes-
sionals, such as producers, technicians and crew, have been delivered�  Cultural project partners 
are in the process of completing individual post-project evaluations�  Artists and cultural or-
ganisations funded included Druid Theatre, Branar children’s theatre company, Ealaín na Gael-
tachta, Galway Theatre Festival, Blue Teapot Theatre Company, Galway Community Circus, 
Baboró children’s festival, Trish Forde, Galway Film Fleadh, Ríonach Ní Néill, NUIG Aistriú, 
Galway International Arts Festival, Macnas, Music for Galway, Galway Dance Project, Máirtín 
O’Connor, Galway UNESCO City of Film, Galway hospital trust and Galway City Museum�

The data from post-project evaluations are being collated to provide comprehensive infor-
mation on key project deliverables for each artist or cultural organisation, including income 
and expenditure, numbers employed, numbers of events held, level of audience engagement, 
partnerships developed, outcomes and possible legacy opportunities�  This information will be 
used to inform the overall monitoring and evaluation framework for Galway 2020�  That will 
be delivered in quarter 4 this year�  As an indication of the level of delivery, I can advise that 
the seven post-project evaluations completed document that 374 artists and other culture pro-
fessionals were supported to deliver 188 combined live and online performances and Galway 
Community Circus, as part of its projects, delivered 93 professional and 95 public training 
workshops�
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22/06/2021VV00200Deputy Catherine Connolly: I think there is a little discretion because two questions are 
being taken together�

22/06/2021VV00300Acting Chairman (Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh): Unusually, both questions in the group 
are from Deputy Connolly�

22/06/2021VV00400Deputy Catherine Connolly: Yes�  I think the rule is that a little discretion is shown if a 
Deputy goes over one minute�  I thank the Minister�  One of the advantages of being Leas-Che-
ann Comhairle is that I have a copy of the Minister’s answer but she read an additional answer 
that I do not have�  She might supply me with that because the answer I have is a basic one�  I 
welcome what she has set out but I would like the details�

This is something I have followed up�  Galway 2020 was the most marvellous thing that 
happened to the city but the roll-out was not so marvellous�  Covid and bad weather interfered 
but, separate from that, there were huge issues related to staff, legal proceedings and the ab-
sence of transparency and accountability�  The Department took a lead in this and ensured, 
finally, that there was a performance delivery agreement.  There was no question of a legacy.  
That came about through pressure, including from me, and eventually a committee was set up 
to look at the legacy�

The two questions were tabled together�  I thank the Minister for her response, which is as 
comprehensive as it can be without providing more details�  We need to see the breakdown of 
the total of €15 million given by the Department.  It is a substantial amount of money.  Presum-
ably, that breakdown will come with the accounts, which I understand will be finished in June 
this year�  Then there is the Audience Agency�  Perhaps the Minister can tell me how much it is 
costing to carry out this evaluation�  I would expected evaluation and monitoring by the Depart-
ment to be an inherent part of the ongoing process�  Then there is the legacy�  The Minister will 
have a consultation about the legacy over the coming year, when Galway 2020 is over�

22/06/2021VV00500Deputy Catherine Martin: I will supply the information the Deputy seeks in relation to the 
extra notes�  The legacy planning is a key element of all European Capitals of Culture and an 
important aspect, as the Deputy pointed out, of Galway 2020�  Legacy planning involves taking 
stock of learnings from the delivery of the European Capital of Culture, incorporating the suc-
cesses and building on these for the future�  The Galway 2020 monitoring evaluation report and 
stakeholder consultation will be initiated later in the summer and will feed into the development 
of the strategic legacy plan�

Galway 2020 is working with a number of upcoming European Capitals of Culture on initia-
tives, such as the inclusion of projects from Galway 2020 in their programmes, thereby creat-
ing additional opportunities for Galway 2020 artists to foster sustainability in their careers and 
contributing further to meeting the objectives of the European Capital of Culture programme�

The performance delivery agreement between my Department and Galway 2020 was signed 
on 6 November 2018 and addresses the roles and responsibilities of the Department and Galway 
2020 in the provision and expenditure of the grant as well as key deliverables and performance 
indicators attached to the drawdown of the grant�  That agreement will expire on 1 July 2021�  
While this is under discussion, the agreement will likely be extended to year end, at least�

On the Deputy’s query about costs, I can get back to her�  I think she may have another ques-
tion�  I am happy to talk to her afterwards�
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22/06/2021VV00600Deputy Catherine Connolly: The best legacy we would all like to see would be a basic 
income for artists�  We think of the amount of money that went into Galway 2020, without a 
basic income for artists�  That issue will come up later in another question�

On buildings, I would love to see what we are getting from Galway 2020�  Has progress 
been made on the An Post building?  I think it has but the Minister might clarify that�  We have 
a former industrial school which has remained vacant since 2009, although there is a dispute as 
to whether it was 2011�  That is the wonderful Lenaboy site, which is lying idle�  It formed part 
of the redress from the nuns; it was not a gift but part of the redress�

My problem with this is the legacy seems to be an afterthought, like the Irish language�  The 
Irish language officer was an afterthought and the first person to be let go when the troubled de-
scended on Galway 2020�  I would have thought the legacy would be an integral part of Galway 
2020, not something that came from pressure from Deputies and other sources when a commit-
tee was finally set up to determine what the legacy would be.

22/06/2021VV00700Deputy Catherine Martin: There are a number of questions there.  It will be difficult for 
me to answer them in the minute available but I am happy to provide the Deputy with all the 
information she wants and to be as transparent as possible�

I absolutely agree about the basic income guarantee for artists�  A legacy and lesson to learn 
from Covid and from what we missed and enjoyed in Galway 2020 will be to support the arts�

On the An Post building, the redevelopment of the site is a matter for Galway County Coun-
cil and An Post.  The site is in the city centre and includes the city’s central post office and a 
number of buildings behind it that housed a former telephone exchange and now defunct sorting 
and storing offices.  One of the vacant buildings in the complex on a laneway off the street was 
repurposed by the Galway International Arts Festival in 2019 and used as a temporary art gal-
lery�  A number of arts organisations participating in Galway 2020 used it for rehearsals�  Under 
the An Post plan announced at the end of March 2021, a property developer will refurbish the 
existing post office, create a civic space and be free to use the rest for retail and commercial 
units�  It is intended that, while An Post will still own the land, the redevelopment will be on a 
very long lease�

22/06/2021VV00800Covid-19 Pandemic

22/06/2021VV0090062� Deputy Thomas Gould asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if she plans to bring forward a fund to get young persons engaged in sports and 
the arts given the significant impact the Covid-19 pandemic has had on youth engagement.  
[33251/21]

22/06/2021VV01000Deputy Thomas Gould: What will the Minister do to bring forward a fund to get young 
people to engage in sport and the arts, given the significant impact the Covid-19 pandemic has 
had on youth engagement?  Young people have really suffered as a result of the pandemic re-
strictions and need support now�

22/06/2021VV01100Deputy Jack Chambers: I fully recognise the importance of arts, culture, sport and physi-
cal activity for our society and well-being, as well as the need to ensure opportunities are in 
place to allow all members of society to participate in such activities, particularly young people, 
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who may have become disengaged during the pandemic�

Sport Ireland is the statutory body responsible for the development of sport, including pro-
motion of sports participation for all age groups, including young people�  Increased funding 
has been provided to Sport Ireland this year to assist with its participation programmes�  Sport 
Ireland plans to implement a return to sport campaign in 2021 which will target all demograph-
ics, including children�  This highly visible campaign will encourage people to engage in sport 
and physical activity and clearly signpost how they can access opportunities to participate�

I am arranging for Sport Ireland to provide the Deputy with a comprehensive outline of its 
participation and promotion activities, including those for young people�  A sport action plan 
to cover the next three years will be published shortly and will contain a number of important 
measures and initiatives to steer increased participation in sport over the coming years�

At my request, my Department recently organised two important consultation sessions in 
sport for young people�  In March, I listened to boys from the FAI Fingal transition year pro-
gramme and girls from the Galway Swimming Club and Shark Swimming Club, also from 
Galway�  In April, with the great assistance of Foróige, I had a similar video consultation with 
young people from Blanchardstown Youth Service and Comhairle na nÓg from Cork, Meath, 
Tipperary and Waterford�  There were many insightful and considered views on the current 
situation, as well as suggestions on improvements�  Areas such as access to facilities, transport 
issues, peer pressure, exam pressure and coaching standards were among the most prominent 
issues raised�  Subject to public health guidance, I intend to hold an in-person event in respect 
of this topic later this year that I hope those involved in providing sport for young people can 
attend and listen to their needs with a view to improving the situation in the long term�

The sports capital and equipment programme, SCEP, supports the development of sports 
and physical recreation facilities and the purchase of non-personal sports equipment throughout 
the country�  The programme has transformed the sporting landscape with improvements in the 
quality and quantity of sporting facilities in virtually every village, town and city, for people of 
all ages and from all walks of life�

22/06/2021WW00200Acting Chairman (Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh): I thank the Minister of State�

22/06/2021WW00300Deputy Jack Chambers: I have more to say but my time is up�

22/06/2021WW00400Deputy Thomas Gould: I acknowledge that there has been investment in capital expendi-
ture and on equipment�  That is to be welcomed�  My question goes further than that because, 
unfortunately, young people are not returning to sport or to the arts�  As a result of the lock-
down restrictions, people were isolated at home and could not train�  Some of them have not 
gone back�  I recently spoke to a coach who is a GAA academy co-ordinator in Cork city who 
told me he believes that one in five children between the ages of 11 and 16 has not returned to 
training�  This is quite a serious issue�  What supports are we going to provide for GAA clubs, 
soccer clubs and arts organisations to reach out to children and young people because I do not 
believe anyone should be let fall through the cracks as a result of the Covid-19 restrictions and 
the lockdowns?

22/06/2021WW00500Deputy Jack Chambers: We must continually review the impact of the ongoing restric-
tions on sport and young people’s participation in it�  I held a sports management group meeting 
only yesterday with many of the governing bodies and organisations and that was a topic raised 
by some involved in the call�  We will do everything we can to support the grassroots system 
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and the sporting organisations so that we can enable young people to go back to sport�

From my engagement with many sporting clubs and organisations, I know that many young 
people were delighted to get back playing and participating in recent weeks�  That has been 
extremely positive�  Matches have taken place�  Training is back and gyms have reopened�  As 
Deputy Gould outlined, however, we must identify those who may not have returned and do 
everything we can for them�  We are in discussions with the sports sector on a package for this 
year, which is about ensuring sporting organisations are kept afloat and can recover properly 
but also ensure that clubs at grassroots level are strong and sustainable post Covid�  That means 
keeping young people participating and involved�

22/06/2021WW00600Acting Chairman (Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh): I thank the Minister of State�

22/06/2021WW00700Deputy Jack Chambers: We want to do everything we can to get as many young people 
as possible back playing sport�  I share Deputy Gould’s objective�  I am of the same view about 
getting as many people back as possible�

22/06/2021WW00800Deputy Thomas Gould: I expect everyone in this Chamber would be of that opinion; we 
want to get as many people as possible involved again in sports and in the arts�

Yesterday, I was in Churchfield industrial estate visiting the Golden Gloves boxing and fit-
ness club, a thriving young club for boys and girls of various ages�  It was fabulous to see the 
return to sport and the energy and excitement up there�  One of the problems for the club is 
that it does not own its own facility, it rents it�  The other problem for the club is that it pays 
fixed costs for electricity, gas and water and it also has to pay other bills.  For most of the past 
15 months, the club has had no income�  Other clubs right across the sporting spectrum have 
likewise been affected.  I know some funds have been put in place to assist with rates and grants 
for opening up and installing sanitisers and other such measures to deal with the pandemic�  I 
welcome all of that, but we must go a step further�  Many clubs and organisations are now in 
real financial trouble as a result of the pandemic and I ask the Government to consider what we 
can do to support them�

22/06/2021WW00900Acting Chairman (Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh): I would like to get the maximum num-
ber of people on the pitch myself, so I ask Members to stick to the allotted times�

22/06/2021WW01000Deputy Jack Chambers: That is always important�  I thank Deputy Gould�  As I indicated 
previously, we are in ongoing engagement with the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
on a package for sport this year�  There was a very positive package last year of approximately 
€90 million, which included a club resilience fund.  The fund was designed to support sporting 
organisations at grassroots level with some of their costs�  We are engaging in discussions on a 
package for this year�

Whether it is a boxing club or other type of sports club, the sports capital and equipment 
programme is open to everyone to try to strengthen clubs�  We had a record number of appli-
cations for funding this year�  I am not sure whether the club to which Deputy Gould referred 
applied to that particular fund�

We are working with Sport Ireland to make sure we get as many people as possible back 
playing and participating in their clubs and being active now that sporting activity has re-
opened�  I hope we will have pods of six involved in boxing from early July�  Many indoor 
sports that have been restricted for such a long period will be able to reopen to a much greater 
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extent, which will also improve participation�  I thank Deputy Gould for tabling the question�

22/06/2021WW01100Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

22/06/2021WW0120063� Deputy Steven Matthews asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media the number of successful and unsuccessful applications for the music and en-
tertainment business assistance scheme to date; if her attention has been drawn to the concerns 
of sectoral interests regarding the qualifying criteria for the scheme; and if she will make a 
statement on the matter�  [33214/21]

22/06/2021WW01300Deputy Steven Matthews: The music and entertainment business assistance scheme, ME-
BAS, was launched recently.  I know the Minister and her officials put a lot of time and effort 
into it and met with a broad range of people involved in the music and entertainment sector�  
The Oireachtas committee meets regularly with them as well�  At our most recent meeting, they 
expressed concern about some of the complexity involved in applying for the scheme and some 
of the qualifying criteria�  What has the success rate been like?  Have there been many applica-
tions and how would the Minister judge the success of the scheme so far?

22/06/2021WW01400Deputy Catherine Martin: As part of a €50 million suite of supports for the live entertain-
ment sector, the music and entertainment business assistance scheme opened for applications 
on 9 June�  This scheme aims to support businesses operating solely in the live entertainment 
sector that do not qualify for other business supports and have been significantly impacted by 
Covid restrictions.  This scheme will see support offered by way of three levels of once-off, 
flat payments: €2,500 for businesses with a VAT-exclusive turnover of €20,000 and €50,000 
with minimum business costs of €3,000 incurred from 1 April 2020 to 31 May 2021; €4,000 
for businesses with a VAT-exclusive turnover of between €50,001 and €100,000 with minimum 
business costs of €6,000 from 1 April 2020 to 31 May 2021 and; €5,000 for businesses with 
VAT-exclusive turnover in excess of €100,000 with minimum business costs of €7,500 from 1 
April 2020 to 31 May 2021�

Businesses, whether sole traders, partnerships or incorporated entities operating exclusively 
within the live entertainment sector may apply�  Businesses of musicians and singers of all 
genres are eligible to apply, as are sound engineers, lighting engineers, audio engineers, stage 
managers, stage technicians, sound and lighting equipment suppliers, live-streaming equipment 
suppliers and full-time disc jockeys�  The scheme was designed to reach out and provide sup-
port for those who have not been supported to date�

It should be noted that this scheme is not a horizontal income support and grants are intend-
ed to provide a contribution towards business costs�  The scheme was developed in consultation 
with the sector and the eligibility criteria aim to strike an appropriate balance, having regard 
to other available supports and the need to reach as many professional musicians and crew as 
possible�  To date, just over 300 applications have been submitted for the scheme�  Of these, 
approximately 50 have been approved and three have been unsuccessful�  All details in respect 
of this scheme, including guidelines and the MEBAS application portal can be accessed on my 
Department’s website�

22/06/2021WW01500Deputy Steven Matthews: I thank the Minister for the update�  If I read the reply correctly, 
only three of 300 applications have been refused, which is a refusal rate of only 1%�  That 
would speak to the scheme having some success�
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I note that the Minister mentioned the other scheme that was launched recently as well, 
providing €25 million for the live performance support scheme, which will provide an opportu-
nity for all those involved in the sectors mentioned to get back to work in some shape or form�  
What is apparent to me from the meetings I have had with these groups is the urge and desire 
just to get back out there and entertain and not to have to depend on supports and not to have to 
go through the process to get those supports�  What measures can we take to try to get as many 
people back entertaining as possible?  I know the local authorities have funding for outdoor 
entertainment locations in towns and villages�  Can we do more in that regard?

22/06/2021XX00200Deputy Catherine Martin: I thank the Deputy and I assure him I am doing everything I 
possibly can�  I come from this background myself and I am very much aware of the need not 
just for us to hear and enjoy music but for these people to get back to work�  It is not just the 
musicians but the technicians, the crew and everyone behind the scenes�  That is one of the les-
sons that has been learned because a light has been shone on those who work behind the scenes 
and how they need to be supported�

The recent development has been the securing of the number one recommendation of the 
arts and culture recovery task force in that I have received agreement from my coalition part-
ners and Cabinet agreement to pilot the basic income guarantee�  We have to look to the future 
and place value on artists by looking at how we can support them beyond Covid�  The pilot 
events I am rolling out at present in music are all about establishing that safe pathway back to 
work�  As the Deputy knows, I today announced one for 3 July, where 3,500 fans will attend, 
500 will be healthcare workers and there will be antigen testing and reduced social distancing�

22/06/2021XX00300Deputy Steven Matthews: I thank the Minister, who raises an important point�  Often, 
when we go to see a show or we go to be entertained, we see who is standing on the stage but we 
have to recognise that many more people are operating front of house, backstage, in production, 
in decor and in everything else it has taken to get that entertainer on the stage�  It is important 
the schemes recognise them as well�

In terms of outdoor entertainment, we have to look at places like pubs that have large beer 
garden spaces that are carefully managed and carefully controlled, so we can get as many of 
these people who are involved in entertainment, lighting, production and everything that goes 
with that operating as best we can�  I note that the live performance support scheme has a good 
range and that it ranges from the small independent venues right up to the bigger events we all 
enjoy during the summer�  I thank the Minister�

22/06/2021XX00400Deputy Catherine Martin: I thank the Deputy�  The live performance support scheme is 
unprecedented�  It shows that a sector that never had to reach out before had to reach out, and 
we responded with €50 million in supports, including €25 million in the live performance sup-
port scheme that was announced last week�  That will supply thousands of hours of work to 
thousands of performers and technical staff.

On the Deputy’s query in regard to when we will get singers outdoors at those licensed 
premises, the Deputy may be aware that I have raised with my Cabinet colleagues that those 
regulations be reviewed because I want to get them performing again�  As many Members have 
said in the House, and I firmly believe it, the best support we can give to our musicians is to get 
them back performing again, and that is my goal�

22/06/2021XX00500Acting Chairman (Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh): I believe Deputy Matthews is taking 
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Question No� 64�

22/06/2021XX00600Deputy Steven Matthews: I was not made aware of that�

22/06/2021XX00700Acting Chairman (Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh): In that case, I will move on�

  Questions Nos. 64 and 65 replied to with Written Answers.

22/06/2021XX00900Acting Chairman (Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh): I call Deputy Alan Farrell on Question 
No� 67, which is being taken with Question No� 77 in the name of Deputy Dillon�

22/06/2021XX01000Deputy Alan Farrell: The Acting Chairman is due to take Question No� 66 before my ques-
tion, if he wishes to take it now�

22/06/2021XX01100Acting Chairman (Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh): I will surely be reached�  The Deputies 
should proceed�

22/06/2021XX01150Sports Funding

22/06/2021XX0120067� Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if her Department will commit to additional funding for the 2021 sports capital and 
equipment programme in view of record applications; and if she will make a statement on the 
matter� [33142/21]

22/06/2021XX0130077� Deputy Alan Dillon asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media the status of the processing of applications under the 2020 round of the sports capital and 
equipment programme; the percentage of applications that have been processed; if efforts have 
been made to increase the amount of funding available to the programme; and if she will make 
a statement on the matter� [33250/21]

22/06/2021XX01400Deputy Alan Farrell: My question relates to the sports capital programme, the unprec-
edented level of applications in recent months and the discussion on that in regard to the poten-
tial to increase the general fund to facilitate that�

22/06/2021XX01500Deputy Jack Chambers: I propose to take Questions Nos� 67 and 77 together�

The sports capital and equipment programme, SCEP, is the primary vehicle for Government 
support for the development of sports and recreation facilities and the purchase of non-personal 
sports equipment.  In excess of 13,000 projects have benefited from sports capital funding since 
1998, bringing the total allocations in that time to more than €1 billion.  The programme for 
Government commits to continuing the sports capital and equipment programme and to priori-
tising the investment in disadvantaged areas�

The 2020 round of the sports capital and equipment programme closed for applications on 
Monday, 1 March�  By the closing date, 3,106 applications were submitted, seeking in excess 
of €200 million in funding.  This is the highest number of applications ever received.  The 
scoring system and assessment manual for the 2020 round has been finalised and is available 
at www.sportscapitalprogramme.ie�  All applications are being assessed in accordance with this 
manual�  Given the large number of applications received, this assessment process is likely to 
take a number of months to complete fully�
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Of the 3,106 applications, 1,000 were seeking sports equipment and these applications are 
being assessed first.  Approximately 75% of these have been assessed and the remaining ones 
should be finalised in the coming weeks.  Allocations to these applications will be made once 
the assessment is complete�  The remaining applications for capital works will be assessed im-
mediately afterwards, with these allocations expected before the end of the year�

No decision on allocation amounts will be made until all applications have been assessed�  
Every effort will be made to fund as many worthwhile projects as possible while providing a 
sufficient level of grant to ensure the projects are viable.  While a minimum of €40 million is 
available, the level of funding will be kept under review in the context of drawdown demands 
in the coming years for older sports capital and equipment programme grants and the review of 
the national development plan�  As both Deputies know, that review is ongoing and will inform 
any future uplift in the sports capital programme�

22/06/2021XX01600Deputy Alan Farrell: I appreciate the response�  I am very pleased there has been such 
a significant uptake.  It is an extraordinarily important scheme, which I know the Minister of 
State will recognise.  I am certainly hopeful the Minister of State would see fit, along with the 
Cabinet, to increase the level of funding available, given the unprecedented level of applica-
tions�  I am very pleased to hear that more than 1,000 of the clubs and associations that have 
applied for equipment grants, if I am reading between the lines, should hear a little sooner than 
the balance, which is very good news�  A number of improvements have been made to the sports 
capital scheme in recent years�  Certainly, in my time in this House, it has become a much fairer 
and more transparent process which the public can access regularly through the online portal�

I have one question in regard to the clubs and associations which apply but whose appli-
cation is unsuccessful initially, perhaps due to a lack of documentation�  Is it the Minister of 
State’s intention to permit those clubs to fix their application to become eligible or will they be 
rolled on into the next programme, whenever that might be?  The Minister of State might offer 
clarity on that�

22/06/2021XX01700Deputy Alan Dillon: The development of local sports and recreational facilities has both 
immediate and long-lasting effects on communities.  It is encouraging people of all ages to get 
physically active while simultaneously increasing the membership of local sporting clubs�  It 
would be useful to know if any communication has taken place with applicants on the sports 
capital and equipment programme since they submitted their applications�  It may be useful to 
consider sending an update on the information outlined by the Minister of State earlier to keep 
them informed on the progress with the processing of applications and to provide clarity to 
them on this matter.  Many clubs and sporting organisations are under incredible pressure finan-
cially as they maximise their efforts to provide outdoor facilities.  Keeping applicants informed 
will certainly go a long way and I ask the Minister of State to consider this important step�

22/06/2021XX01800Deputy Jack Chambers: I thank both Deputies for their questions.  On the first question 
from Deputy Farrell, the factual position is that if an error is identified in an application, that 
is communicated to the club and can be clarified.  However, if it is a matter of submitting new 
information which will affect the assessment, that is not allowable.  Historically, there were a 
huge number of unsuccessful applications because of minor errors in the application process�  
That is outlined in the documentation and all clubs are kept abreast of that�

Regarding Deputy Dillon’s question, I will have to clarify whether there has been any fur-
ther direct communication�  There would be communication from assessors if something has 
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to be clarified or if an obvious errors is identified.  I can clarify the broader communication of 
timelines with my officials and revert to the Deputy about it.  Many parliamentary questions are 
asked by Deputies who are anxious to see this timeline progressed�  As I said to Deputy Far-
rell in the initial response, the equipment is being assessed and we hope to conclude that in the 
coming weeks�  The broader sports capital applications will hopefully conclude in the autumn�

22/06/2021YY00200Deputy Alan Farrell: I am always pleased with the sports capital programme because it is 
so significant for community sporting clubs across the country.  I refer to a prior question from 
Deputy Gould answered by the Minister, Deputy Catherine Martin, about sustaining participa-
tion in sport�  The sports capital programme forms a critical part of that process�  While I appre-
ciate that €200 million for the sports capital programme is unlikely and that €40 million is quite 
generous, I am interested to see if there will be a move in the near future to try to accommodate 
as many clubs as possible�  The Minister of State has mentioned that criteria will be made avail-
able�  What sort of recognition might be given for future sports capital and equipment grant 
programmes for those clubs which have submitted successful applications?

22/06/2021YY00300Deputy Alan Dillon: Considering the number of applicants and the popularity of this pro-
gramme, it is welcome to hear that consideration is being given to increasing the funding allo-
cation�  This would be welcome�  Sporting clubs and organisations will be key in counteracting 
the mental health challenges which have resulted from this pandemic�  We need to increase the 
quality of our outdoor sporting infrastructure after a period of social interaction having been 
kept to a minimum for many people�  Increasing the funding to this programme should be con-
sidered as an investment and not viewed as a cost�  To add to Deputy Farrell’s point, that would 
also allow for an increase in the number of applicants who would benefit from this funding.  
This year will be the most important ever with regard to how we support our sporting organisa-
tions and maximising how we benefit our communities.

22/06/2021YY00400Deputy Jack Chambers: A minimum of €40 million is available but there should be scope 
to make a higher allocation in the context of the lower than expected drawdown of existing 
grants and the possibility of extra funding following the review of the national development 
plan�  There is scope for it and there will be ongoing engagement with the Department of Public 
Expenditure and Reform�  Regarding the published criteria, key components are: the likeli-
hood of increasing participation in sport, as people mentioned; sharing of facilities; level of 
socioeconomic disadvantage; technical merits of the project application; and the level of own 
funding available�  We also have a particular focus on greater female participation, people with 
disabilities, disadvantaged areas, and minority groups, as well as focusing on areas that we have 
identified that have a sporting deficit so that they can have an opportunity.  The criteria are all 
set out and address many of the key aims under the sport policy�

22/06/2021YY00500Tourism Policy

22/06/2021YY0060066� Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media her plans for the sustainable recovery of the tourism sector from Covid-19; 
the status of her plans to tackle issues of climate action and sustainable development with the 
tourism recovery plan; and if she will make a statement on the matter�  [33243/21]

22/06/2021YY00700Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh: The Minister and Minister of State’s Department covers 
some sectors most grievously hit by the effects of this pandemic, including sport, cultural output 
and tourism�  What are the plans for a sustainable recovery of the tourism sector from Covid-19 
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and the status of plans to tackle issues of climate action and sustainable development in the long 
term in our tourism recovery plan?

22/06/2021YY00800Deputy Catherine Martin: The tourism sector has been severely impacted by the Co-
vid-19 pandemic and the necessary public health restrictions introduced to control it�  Since 
my appointment as Minister, I have been fully engaged with stakeholders in seeking to identify 
and implement supports to ensure the sector’s survival and sustainable recovery�  Until now, the 
focus has been on the survival phase�

The Tourism Recovery Plan 2020-2023, submitted by the tourism recovery task force last 
year, continues to be an important consideration for me, as well as my colleagues in the Gov-
ernment, as we continue to evaluate additional measures to support the recovery of the sector�  
It has informed many of the measures introduced to date which support the tourism sector� The 
sector-specific measures I have introduced, together with the horizontal supports available, 
have been critical for helping tourism businesses and employees through the pandemic�

There are recommendations aimed at the stabilisation and recovery phase in the recovery 
plan, with an emphasis on sustainability�  These include the development of a suite of actions to 
promote the sustainable development of tourism and that these actions in turn will underpin the 
development of a sustainable tourism policy to be adopted by Government�

A sustainable tourism working group set up under the aegis of my Department published 
guiding principles for sustainable tourism development at the end of 2019�  An ambition in it 
states, “Ireland will seek to be amongst the world-leaders in sustainable tourism practices”�  
Earlier this year, in order to maintain momentum on the sustainable tourism agenda, I recon-
vened this working group to complete the development of a set of actions that promote sustain-
able tourism practices which can be implemented prior to a new national tourism policy being 
developed.  I expect to receive the group’s final report shortly.  It will outline the steps that can 
be taken to promote sustainable tourism practices in the short term�  Following this, I will in-
struct my officials to initiate the development of a new national tourism policy later in the year.  
This policy will mainstream sustainability, rather than having it as an additional consideration�  
I want the recovery in the tourism sector over the coming years to be sustainable in environ-
mental, social and economic terms�

22/06/2021YY00900Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh: What does “sustainable tourism practices” mean if we are 
talking about a suite of actions?  Surely we want to focus on longer stays rather than getting 
people in and out of the country quickly?  Surely we want to look at more dispersed tourism 
rather than all the pressure and bed nights being in Dublin?  I will naturally refer to Waterford 
but also to the rest of the country, so that tourism spending is more dispersed�  People will 
increasingly focus on experience rather than consumption�  Will we focus on cultural output, 
heritage and those intangibles, which is what we do well in this country, rather than on just 
consumption?  The pandemic has taught us many things, including perhaps that tourists need to 
slow down to enjoy their stays rather than to get quickly in and out�

22/06/2021YY01000Deputy Catherine Martin: I encourage every Member of this House to slow down and 
enjoy the wonderful sights across our country, to promote staycations and to support a sector 
that has been ravaged due to the pandemic�  Sustainable development in tourism means using, 
without exploitation, our cultural and other tourist resources, to preserve them for future use 
by future generations�  This means that tourism can be a positive, as the Deputy would under-
stand, for local communities, as well as being economically sustainable�  It means longer stays 
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and tapping into all the resources in a community during those stays�  We must seek to realise 
Ireland’s ambition to be among world leaders in sustainable tourism practices�  We are well 
placed to be a world leader�  Development of the new policy which I mentioned earlier will set 
out the path for the coming years, which will support sustainable recovery and the subsequent 
regrowth�  The Deputy mentioned Waterford�  It has been a leader in sustainable tourism activi-
ties, especially the greenway from Dungarvan to Waterford city, which has been an exemplar 
for other cycle routes across the country�  It is a testament to the determination and co-operation 
locally�

22/06/2021YY01100Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh: We would be delighted to have the Minister in Waterford 
and I would be delighted to show her the sites�  I see the Minister of State with responsibility 
for heritage waiting in the wings�  There is a real role in heritage-led development, not only of 
our towns and villages, but also of our tourism product�  Waterford is an outstanding example 
of that�  The Minister of State with responsibility for heritage opened the Museum of Time in 
Waterford for us last week�  Our Museum of Silver will be opened by the Minister for Finance 
on Thursday�  The Minister referred to the greenway, St� Declan’s Way, going farther west�

9 o’clock

It will link all the way to Cashel and will provide an outstanding tourist experience�  We 
need to focus on that and away from the consumption model where people come quickly into 
and out of our cities and perhaps do not spend a great deal or experience the culture in the way 
that we might like them to�  We need to ensure we have a regional approach to this and not just 
concentrate on bed nights in Dublin which before the pandemic was reaching capacity�  We 
need to spread that spend across the country�

22/06/2021ZZ00200Deputy Catherine Martin: Sustainable low-impact activities, such as that Waterford gre-
enway, provide a high return and show the potential to bring economic activity to local commu-
nities such as Kilmacthomas�  A week ago, the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development 
(Amendment) Bill 2021 got amazing support in this House�  It will establish a legally binding 
framework for clear targets and commitments set out in law to ensure we achieve our national, 
EU and international climate goals and obligations in the near and long term�  Every sector 
needs to play its part�

I am confident that our tourism sector will be a strong participant in achieving these legally 
binding targets�  Ireland’s commitment to pursue a climate-neutral economy will help us to re-
alise the ambition that we spoke about earlier to become the world leader in sustainable tourism 
practices�  These objectives are consistent with the EU climate ambition and the United Nations 
2030 agenda for sustainable development�  Ireland has the reputation for being the Emerald Isle 
internationally�  Sustaining and nurturing this real green image through the adoption of sustain-
able tourism practices is an important underpinning for the recovery and future tourism growth�

22/06/2021ZZ00300Defibrillators Provision

22/06/2021ZZ0040068� Deputy Mark Ward asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media if it will be made a requirement for defibrillators to be placed in all sports organisa-
tions to ensure the greatest chance of survival from sudden cardiac death; and if resources will 
be provided to such organisations to meet this requirement�  [33329/21]
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22/06/2021ZZ0050085� Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media if she is satisfied with the number of defibrillators located in sports clubs 
throughout the State; if plans are in place to increase the number; if consideration has been 
given to further supports for club networks; and if she will make a statement on the matter�  
[33228/21]

22/06/2021ZZ00600Deputy Mark Ward: We are all aware of the recent incident involving Christian Eriksen 
collapsing on the field of play.  I take this opportunity to commend the Danish football team 
on the dignified way they minded their teammate and the medical staff on their response.  Like 
most people, I watched in horror thinking the worst was going to happen and was delighted that 
it did not.  Having a defibrillator and trained personnel on site made a difference to Christian 
Eriksen still being alive today�  Will it be a requirement for sporting organisations to have a 
defibrillator?  Will funds be available for them?

22/06/2021ZZ00700Deputy Jack Chambers: I propose to take Questions Nos� 68 and 85 together�

I echo what the Deputy said.  We were all horrified by what happened to Christian Eriksen 
and I commend his teammates on what they did on the day�  I am glad he is recovering well�

The procurement of defibrillators and subsequent training is in the first instance a matter 
for each individual club�  However, the State provides a number of supports for their purchase 
and training for their use�  The sports capital and equipment programme is the primary vehicle 
for Government support for the development of sports and physical recreation facilities and the 
purchase of non-personal sports equipment throughout the country�  Grants are available for a 
wide variety of capital works and non-personal sports equipment including first aid kits and 
defibrillators.  

Defibrillators situated at sports clubs are generally also for community use.  Funding is 
also available through the HSE’s national lottery grants schemes and other community grants 
schemes�  At a local level, the network of local sports partnerships throughout the country de-
liver education and training opportunities across a broad range of areas to local sports clubs 
and community groups.  This includes first aid workshops, which typically cover CPR and-or 
defibrillator training as part of the content.  

Defibrillators can improve a person’s survival chances following sudden cardiac arrest and 
their availability can be an important part of the medical response�  I would encourage all gov-
erning bodies to support their clubs in their efforts to purchase defibrillators.  I am aware that 
much important work is happening already.  The three large field sports have been very proac-
tive and have dedicated programmes in place relating to cardiac care, screening and defibrillator 
training�  

A number of national governing bodies of sport also have schemes in place to support their 
club networks in cardiac care, screening and defibrillator training.  The GAA’s community heart 
programme, the FAI’s heart care programme and the IRFU’s safe rugby programme are excel-
lent examples of proactive supports to assist clubs and members to participate safely in sport�  

Sport Ireland has also commenced work on the development of a national database of sport 
and recreation amenities�  This GIS-based database encompasses considerably more datasets 
than was originally envisaged in an audit of sports facilities and is expected to be substantially 
completed within two years�  As part of this work, Sport Ireland is examining a proposal to 
include the location of defibrillators in the database.  This would be an important part of our 
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sporting infrastructure and would allow us to see where defibrillators are located and then target 
investment on having them located in areas where there has not been an intervention up to now�

We have ongoing capital and equipment supports for defibrillators and also through our lo-
cal sports partnerships�  It is important that we train volunteers in our communities so that they 
can use the equipment in a way that saves a person’s life�  We should also have ongoing support 
through the sporting organisations for their maintenance and so on�  I have outlined the broad 
range of supports there and I appreciate the importance of the question�  

22/06/2021ZZ00800Deputy Mark Ward: I thank the Minister of State for that response�  In my area I commend 
the Ciaran Carr Foundation�  Ciaran collapsed while training in 2012�  He was training for my 
club, Round Tower GAA club, and despite the valiant efforts of his teammates, Ciaran tragically 
passed away just short of his 21st birthday�  His parents, Gemma and Phillip, set up the Ciaran 
Carr Foundation to raise awareness of sudden adult death syndrome and provide supports for 
the families of people who pass away as a result of it�  I acknowledge the work the Government 
has done in providing funding for the equipment�  Would the Minister of State consider having 
an awareness campaign on where these are located, how to use them and how clubs can access 
the funding for this life-saving equipment?

22/06/2021ZZ00900Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú: I echo what Deputy Ward has said�  We were all shocked by 
what happened to Christian Eriksen�  We were absolutely delighted that it did not end in tragedy�  
There was spectacular action, particularly by the Danish captain and his teammates�  Obviously, 
the medical care kicked in quickly�  We need that to happen in all these sorts of circumstances�

I accept what the Minister of State has said on the sports partnerships and the amount of 
grants available.  We need to ensure we have a steady supply of these defibrillators where they 
are needed�  We also need to ensure people are trained up�  The Minister of State mentioned the 
GIS database system�  I ask him to consider an audit to go beyond just sports groups so that we 
also look at the community sector and ensure as many defibrillators as are viable are provided 
wherever they are needed�  

22/06/2021ZZ01000Deputy Jack Chambers: I am sorry about Ciaran Carr and I commend his family�  In my 
area, Seaghan Kearney, who is involved in St� Oliver Plunkett Eoghan Ruadh GAA club, tells 
the story of the importance of having a defibrillator in communities throughout the country.  
In response to Deputy Ó Murchú’s question, this will primarily cover the deficits in sporting 
infrastructure throughout the country.  We are trying to ensure it includes defibrillators.  I will 
engage with my colleagues with responsibility for the community sector�

Speaking personally, a relation of mine passed away from sudden adult death syndrome and 
I know how difficult that is for the families.  I would be supportive of an awareness campaign.  
Family screening is also important�  Many people are not aware of how it can run genetically�  
Having cardiac screening for families that have been affected is also important.  I would abso-
lutely support any campaign on that front�

22/06/2021ZZ01100Deputy Mark Ward: Na Gaeil Óga is an Irish-speaking GAA club in Lucan�  It plays in 
two different parks, located in two different local authority areas, Griffeen Valley Park and St. 
Catherine’s Park, one of which is in the South Dublin County Council area the other of which 
is in the Fingal County Council area�  Members of the club are really concerned that if there 
were an incident, it would be too late for them if they needed to get a defibrillator on site.  Not 
all clubs have a structure or a building in which to locate a defibrillator.  Would the Govern-



Dáil Éireann

110

ment consider working with local authorities to provide defibrillators in local parks so that all 
sporting organisations can avail of them irrespective of whether they have a building in which 
to locate them?  Will the Minister of State work with the local authorities to achieve this?  This 
would be very beneficial.  In my own area, there are hundreds of children involved in Collin-
stown Football Club, but there is no defibrillator in the park where they play.  This would be 
a really welcome initiative�  I ask that the Minister of State work with the local authorities to 
proceed with it�

22/06/2021AAA00200Deputy Ruairí Ó Murchú: I am sorry to hear about the tragedy that occurred within the 
Minister of State’s family.  It highlights the necessity for defibrillators and for us to ensure the 
availability of defibrillators and know-how in that regard where and when it is needed.  We need 
to make sure that happens�

I welcome the Minister of State’s commitment to engage with some of his colleagues in 
regard to putting in place a holistic solution�  Screening is necessary�  I have heard it said previ-
ously that one in 500 people have cardiomyopathy, but as most people do not train as elite ath-
letes they are not necessarily always tested�  We need a greater level of screening�  As I said, an 
audit, not only in regard to sports clubs but across the community sector and local authorities, 
would be beneficial so that we can identify the deficits.  We must ensure we have defibrillators 
where we need them when we need them�

22/06/2021AAA00300Deputy Alan Farrell: I am sure that the broadcasting team will be delighted to get back to 
Leinster House where they are able to press a button and update the system much faster than 
they can here�

I welcome the questions from Deputies Ward and Ó Murchú�  In the days that followed the 
Christian Eriksen collapse, I would say many Deputies got emails from members of the public 
querying the availability of automated external defibrillators, AEDs, in their communities.  In 
that regard, the local Lions organisation in Fingal has an extensive list, which is really useful to 
be able to provide to people�  

It has been brought to my attention that Dublin City Council has an extensive list of public 
locations�  Fingal County Council, which is my local authority and that of the Minister of State, 
Deputy Chambers, does not�  As mentioned by one of the Deputies, it would be a good idea to 
ask our local authorities to co-ordinate on this issue�  I am aware that there are funding streams 
available to other non-governmental organisations for the provision of AEDs, in addition to 
the sports capital grants�  The Government might consider the roll-out on a national basis of a 
register and maps for AEDs�

22/06/2021AAA00400Deputy Jack Chambers: I thank all of the Deputies for their questions and constructive 
input�  I agree with what Deputy Farrell said�  All of the local sports partnerships are interlinked 
with the local authorities�  We can play a role in aligning the sports infrastructure with commu-
nity facilities in line with what the Deputy mentioned has been done by Dublin City Council�  
We will work with all Deputies on this issue�  What people saw on their screens with regard 
to Christian Eriksen has alerted the minds of everyone to it�  We also need general screening�  
Deputy Ó Murchú mentioned cardiomyopathy�  It is a condition unknown in so many people 
until something happens, which then results in families getting screened�  Any event or incident 
that brings about public attention should cause us to provide a proper response, be that through 
the provision of information working with the local sports partnerships, the local authorities 
and the community sector�  My door is open to everyone so that we can save lives�  This is an 
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important issue to raise�

22/06/2021AAA00500Tourism Industry

22/06/2021AAA0060069� Deputy Alan Farrell asked the Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport 
and Media the expected impact of the closure of an airline (details supplied) on tourism; and if 
she will make a statement on the matter�  [33143/21]

22/06/2021AAA00700Deputy Alan Farrell: My question relates to support for the tourism sector and the ex-
pected impact of the closure of Stobart Air�

22/06/2021AAA00800Minister for Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media (Deputy Catherine 
Martin): While the aviation sector is of critical importance in terms of the recovery of our 
tourism sector, the responsibility for aviation falls to my colleague, the Minister for Transport, 
Deputy Eamon Ryan�  Accordingly matters such as the closure of an airline come under the 
remit of his Department� 

As an island nation, Ireland relies heavily on air transportation for tourism purposes�  Main-
taining and growing direct, competitive and convenient access to the island of Ireland is of criti-
cal importance to our tourism sector�  The air access landscape has profoundly changed since 
the outbreak of Covid-19 and it may be several years before air capacity returns to the levels 
seen in 2019�  For our tourism sector, strong air and sea access links are vital�  The restoration 
of air connectivity will be essential to restoring growth in overseas tourism to Ireland�   

I am keenly aware of the particular importance of regional connectivity and the importance 
of our regional airports to the regions they serve�  Stobart Air had the contract for operat-
ing Government-supported PSO air services on two routes between Dublin and the airports of 
Kerry and Donegal�  The recent termination of its franchise agreement with Aer Lingus had im-
mediate implications for both PSO services�  I understand that the Department of Transport has 
initiated an emergency procurement process with a view to restoring air services linking Dublin 
with Donegal and Kerry airports�  The Minister for Transport hopes that this process will be 
completed by early July with a view to services recommencing by the new operator as soon as 
possible thereafter�  The contract will be subject to a maximum term of seven months and will 
operate in accordance with EU law�   

In light of Government restrictions on travel, load factors on these routes had been very low 
since the onset of the pandemic�  Accordingly, the interim impact of this event on tourism in 
the regions of Kerry and Donegal is expected to be very small given that replacement services 
will be restored in the coming weeks in conjunction with the resumption of international travel 
on 19 July�  I will continue to work closely with the Minister, Deputy Eamon Ryan, and my 
colleagues across Government to support the restoration of direct connectivity to and within 
Ireland�

22/06/2021AAA00900Deputy Alan Farrell: It is difficult not to stray into the Department of Transport as well, 
as I am sure the Minister, Deputy Martin, will appreciate�  I appreciate the level of funding her 
Department has offered the sector.  There are extreme difficulties, particularly in our regions.  
As a general observation, I want to express my disappointment that Stobart Air went to the wall, 
in light, in particular, of it being a PSO carrier�  A modest level of funding with a requirement 
for us to ensure that the routes would be retained and maintained might have gone a long way, 
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but it is a bit late now�  I appreciate what the Minister said in her response�

On a point of order, I have a bit of difficulty keeping track of business.  For some reason, the 
screen behind the Leas-Cheann Comhairle does not display the business or question being dealt 
with.  I am sure that like me other Members find that slightly problematic.

  Written Answers are published on the Oireachtas website.

22/06/2021AAA01000Saincheisteanna Tráthúla - Topical Issue Debate

22/06/2021AAA01100Rail Network

22/06/2021AAA01200Deputy Dara Calleary: The rail freight service from Ballina railway station to Dublin Port 
normally takes between five and seven freight trains per week, servicing some of the biggest 
industries in the west�  It is a core part of our attractiveness as a location to invest in Ballina�  
It is served by a superb team at Ballina railway station�  The Ballina freight depot is one of the 
busiest in the country�  However, since Christmas there have been a number of disruptions to 
services and in recent weeks the service has stopped completely�  A wonderful company called 
International Warehousing and Transport, IWT, has been running the service�  It has shown 
huge ambition in terms of developing the service and it has further plans for it�  The service has 
come to a halt because of difficulties at Dublin Port that relate to Brexit and the need for space 
and some other issues which have put a stop to trains going into Dublin Port�

It is ridiculous that Dublin Port, the biggest port in the country, is no longer open to rail 
freight�  We passed the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Bill 2021 
in this House last week, during which debate we heard much talk about lowering emissions�  
We are failing to lower emissions yet a freight service which catered for between five and seven 
freight trains per week and took freight off the road is stopped.  There does not appear to be a 
huge amount of urgency in terms of resolving the issue�  I know that work is under way and 
that the Department of Transport is engaging�  It is a very minor operational issue�  Dublin Port 
is engaging with International Warehousing and Transport, IWT, and Irish Rail but urgency is 
needed�

I acknowledge the engagement of the Minister of State, Deputy Naughton, on this matter�  I 
know she cannot be here this evening�  I put it to the Minister of State, Deputy Noonan, that the 
Department of Transport needs to get serious about rail services in the west�  It does not believe 
in them�  It treats rail services as an item under “any other business”�  This service works and is 
profitable.  It delivers in so many ways and yet there is no urgency in the Department to resolve 
the issue�  It is typical of the Department’s approach to rail transport in the west�

22/06/2021BBB00200Deputy James Lawless: I thank the Minister of State for taking this debate this evening�  I 
know this is an issue which is very close to Deputy Calleary’s heart�  He has argued the case for 
Mayo very well and very strongly at a number of forums�  I was astounded to read an article in 
The Irish Times which stated that freight services through Dublin Port were to be discontinued�  
I had assumed that we would be going in the other direction in every sense�  In fact, when the 
new Government was formed last year, I spoke to the Minister for Transport, Deputy Eamon 
Ryan, and to the Minister of State, Deputy Naughton, about this and expressed my assumption 
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and wish that freight would be increasingly directed onto rail, even aside from this particular 
issue, of which I was not aware at the time�  I got into politics partly through the railways in a 
sense�  I set up a group in my village of Sallins for commuters seeking to improve the rail ser-
vice there�  I passionately believe in the railways for the movement of people, freight and goods�  
It is more comfortable, environmentally friendly and efficient.  There are so many benefits with 
regard to the movement of both people and goods that they hardly need repeating�

At a time when we have a great many opportunities, when Brexit is favouring Irish ports 
with increased traffic, when more and more goods are coming through Ireland as a gateway 
to Europe and when we are seeing opportunities in all of our ports and a spike in traffic, it is 
staggering to see Dublin Port suddenly deciding that the right thing to do is to close down one 
arm of its service�  I am aware that customs posts need to be there and that various checks need 
to be done�  I believe 5 ha is now devoted to this in Dublin Port�  It is a necessary evil but the 
answer to an increase in business is not to contract an operation�  Surely, it is to expand and to 
invest in it�  I might regret it but I could understand it if we were all here wringing our hands 
and lamenting that a railway was being taken up because of a lack of business or a lack of inter-
est but, to add insult to injury, this is a successful commercial operation�  As Deputy Calleary 
stated, Ballina is serviced by five to seven trains a day.  Coca-Cola helps with the operation and 
other firms may be involved.  This is a successful enterprise which is being taken away and 
stopped at the very moment it is needed most for environmental and other reasons�  We made 
the mistake of lifting up railways in this country before�  Let us learn something from history 
and not go down that road again�

22/06/2021BBB00300Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Malcolm Noonan): Gabhaim buíochas leis na Teachtaí�  I welcome the opportunity to 
update the House on the position regarding rail freight into Dublin Port on behalf of the Minis-
ter, Deputy Ryan, and the Minister of State, Deputy Naughton�

The Minister and the Minister of State strongly believe in the potential of rail freight and 
think it can play a bigger role in freight transport generally on this island�  Both have spoken 
specifically on the potential for rail freight in the west.  This is why, as part of the strategic rail 
review, we have included a specific focus on the topic.  The review will also examine how our 
key ports are connected to the rail network and whether improvements are needed�

The focus we are looking to bring to this issue replicate the focus at a European level, where 
there is a renewed push to examine rail freight corridors and their potential as part of the Green 
New Deal.  Obviously, there are differences in terms of what that potential might be across dif-
ferent countries, including in Ireland, however, it is clear in my mind that we can, and should, 
look to increase the modal share of rail freight from an environmental perspective and with a 
view to reducing congestion on our roads�

Specifically on Dublin Port, the Ministers are aware of operational issues that have arisen in 
the port involving two private companies with regard to the facilitation of rail freight services 
there�  This relates to capacity constraints that have occurred in a lo-lo terminal in the port that 
are impacting on the rail services�  To give some background, Dublin Port is the largest and 
busiest port in the State serving the trading needs of Ireland and handling, on average, 70% of 
all vessels visits and over 50% of all tonnage handled by ports in Ireland�  Since the end of the 
Brexit transition period last January, shipping services direct to the Continent from Ireland have 
increased from approximately 36 lo-lo and ro-ro sailings a week in the first quarter of 2020 to 
more than 60 sailings direct to the Continent now.  The Irish Maritime Development Office, 
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IMDO, reports that, in recent months, ro-ro volumes on Republic of Ireland–EU direct services 
increased by 81% while lo-lo volumes increased by 11%�

In Dublin Port, the lo-lo freight terminals are leased, managed and operated by private ste-
vedoring companies�  The rail line or spur in Dublin Port currently goes into the area where one 
of the stevedoring companies provides services for loading containers on and off trains.  Since 
January, with the increased level of sailings and number of containers being handled in the port, 
this has led to significant pressures on space to cater for the additional freight and the containers 
coming in by rail at the same time and location�

Dublin Port, with an 85% percent share of all ro-ro trade in Ireland, provided 14�6 ha or 
almost one fifth of its lands on the north side of the river to facilitate the State services required 
post Brexit including facilities relating to customs, agriculture, immigration and so on�  At the 
same time, Dublin Port is undertaking its most ambitious development programme in over a 
century to future-proof the port by providing additional cargo handling capacity and infrastruc-
ture for larger vessels, which is essential to cater for a growing economy�  In the six years prior 
to 2020, and the Covid-19 pandemic, there was a 36% growth in freight volumes at the port�  
As it undertakes this work, Dublin Port itself is experiencing pinch points with no spare space 
at present which can be provided for the container services�  With the completion of the capital 
works at the port and the introduction of a range of measure to optimise operations, however, 
it is intended that further growth can be facilitated in the future, along with the growth in rail 
services at the port�

The Minister and Minister of State are aware that discussions are ongoing at present with 
the stakeholders involved, including the two private companies along with Irish Rail and Dub-
lin Port, to explore options to resolve these issues�  They strongly urge all parties involved to 
engage constructively in this dialogue to ensure the continuation of the rail services into the port 
now and into the future�

22/06/2021BBB00400Deputy Dara Calleary: I know this is not the Minister of State’s Department but his re-
sponse is incredibly disappointing�  He spoke about the Minister and the Minister of State, 
Deputy Hildegarde Naughton, wanting to bring a focus on connecting key ports to the rail net-
work�  Such a connection was in place in Ballina long before the Ministers came into Govern-
ment�  We have a service that works well and which has massive potential but it has been stalled 
for reasons that have nothing to do with the service itself but, rather, with Dublin Port and the 
constraints there�  I accept that Brexit is a challenge and that there have been other challenges at 
the port in recent weeks but the Brexit referendum was held five years ago.  There was time to 
put all of these things in place�  Given the size of Dublin Port, surely space and priority should 
have been given to rail freight if it is a priority�

This is typical of the Department’s view of rail transport�  We are being subjected to another 
strategic rail review�  A rail committee in the west today published a report by Dr� John Brad-
ley, formerly of the ESRI, into the viability of the western rail corridor�  This debunks entirely 
the taxpayer-funded EY report, paid for and commissioned by the Department�  That a private, 
volunteer-led organisation could debunk a State report entirely says volumes about the lack of 
commitment in the Department of Transport with regard to rail freight and rail transport�

22/06/2021BBB00500Deputy James Lawless: Like Deputy Calleary, I am struggling to follow the reply�  It 
seems to tell us that the port is very busy and getting busier�  We already know that�  That is 
the whole point of this debate�  Why can we not use this to put more freight onto the railways?  
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Why are we discontinuing a vital service at the very time it is needed most and when the port 
is in expansionary mode?  I have gone through the reply a couple of times to see if I missed 
something�  The Minister of State is agreeing with us but not proposing any solutions�  I do not 
blame him, he has just been dragged in to take this debate, but it really beggars belief�  I see the 
evidence of this with my own eyes�  We have enough trucks on the road already�  I represent 
Kildare North, which effectively serves as an outer M50.  Trucks come off the M4 in the north 
and run to the M7 in the south, without bothering to go through the M50 in Dublin�  They criss-
cross Clane, Sallins, Naas, Straffan and all of the little villages and rat runs along the way.  It 
is bad for north Kildare, for Ireland and for the environment�  At a time when we should be 
expanding rail freight, this makes absolutely no sense�  If Dublin Port cannot handle it, perhaps 
Drogheda, Arklow or a new deepwater port need a go�  If Dublin Port is not up to it, somewhere 
else should take over�

22/06/2021BBB00600Deputy Malcolm Noonan: Throughout the Covid-19 pandemic and Brexit, the Department 
worked with the ports and shipping companies to ensure sufficient capacity and connectivity 
to facilitate the movement of goods in and out of Ireland.  Significant Government investment 
has gone into the customs, agriculture and immigration inspection facilities necessary since 1 
January 2021�  There has been a remarkable response from the shipping sector in the context of 
a significant number of additional sailings direct to the Continent as a result of market demand.  
There has also been a sharp increase in the demand for lo-lo services�

It is important to point out that neither the Minister for Transport nor the Department is di-
rectly involved in decisions taken by the privately operated terminal at Dublin Port�  However, 
the Minister for Transport, Deputy Ryan, is very concerned that the question of the continuation 
of rail services into the port should arise at a time when the focus is on ensuring our transport 
modes are environmentally, economically and socially sustainable�  The Minister understands 
discussions are continuing to explore several options to address the situation�  He encourages 
all parties to engage constructively to ensure the difficulties are resolved as a matter of urgency 
so that Irish Rail can maintain and develop its services to the port�

The ultimate aim is that rail freight continues to be facilitated at Dublin Port in line with 
Government policy and particularly having regard to the strategic review of rail freight that is 
under way.  It is acknowledged that freight by rail can make a significant contribution to climate 
action initiatives and tackling road congestion�  As I mentioned, the Department of Transport, 
in consultation with the Department for Infrastructure in Northern Ireland and other relevant 
stakeholders, is undertaking a strategic review of the heavy rail network on the island of Ire-
land�  The Department launched the procurement process in April and it is expected that work 
on the review itself will commence by the summer and take 12 months to complete�  This will 
be one of the most significant reviews of the rail network on the island in many years and will 
provide a framework to develop a much-improved rail network in the years ahead�

22/06/2021CCC00150An Garda Síochána

22/06/2021CCC00200Deputy Fergus O’Dowd: I thank the Ceann Comhairle for choosing this very important 
issue�  I fully appreciate that Garda resources are a matter for the Garda Commissioner but 
people in east Meath are rightly very distressed and concerned�  It is one of the fastest-growing 
areas in the country�  The Garda station was built 20 years ago to meet the needs of a popula-
tion one quarter the size of the current population�  The one thing all electoral areas in County 
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Meath such as Trim, Kells, Ashbourne, Navan and Ratoath have in common is they all have a 
full-time, 24-7 Garda station and a Garda superintendent�  East Meath, including Laytown and 
Bettystown, has a population of 34,000 and that will increase by approximately 10,000 in the 
coming years but it does not have those services and it needs them urgently�

The Garda Commissioner is aware of this issue and he is listening to us�  He met local rep-
resentatives at the joint policing committee on 6 March 2020, and he was aware of the bound-
ary issue between Meath and Louth in terms of ensuring there could be hot pursuit of criminals 
from east Meath into Drogheda and vice versa,  if needed�  The problem is parents are very 
upset as children were assaulted there recently�  A couple of Sundays ago, the Garda dog unit 
and the Garda mounted support unit were needed in the area to ensure peace would prevail and 
thugs and people out of their heads on drink and drugs would not be able to dominate social life 
over a very important weekend�

Residents who live in one part of estates in Drogheda such as Rosevale and Beaubec ring 
Ashbourne Garda station, 25 miles away, while those who live in the other part of the estates 
ring Drogheda Garda station�  That is not good enough and it is not acceptable�  The Minister 
for Justice is aware of the issue and I have discussed it with her and the Department, but it is up 
to the Garda Commissioner, who has listened to us in Drogheda before, to deal with it�  He as-
signed additional gardaí to the area following the appalling murder of Keane Mulready-Woods�  
Let us have action now in east Meath�  The people need it and demand it�  Tania O’Neill, a 
mother from the area, is campaigning very strongly on the issue�

22/06/2021CCC00300Deputy Ged Nash: It is scandalous the electoral district with the second-largest population 
in County Meath does not have a full-time Garda station�  That is indefensible�  I cannot put it 
any more simply than to say Laytown and the wider east Meath area demands and needs a 24-7 
Garda station.  As all present are aware, three weeks ago, Jamie O’Neill, a young leaving certifi-
cate student from Bettystown, was viciously beaten in a savage and unprovoked attack on Bet-
tystown beach�  The policing district is managed out of Ashbourne rather than out of Drogheda 
Garda station, which is nearby�  The call that was made to the Garda about the incident ended 
up in Kildare�  This is madness�

There are 22 gardaí in Laytown, up only marginally on the number in 2016�  When the sta-
tion is closed, the area is managed by mobile dynamic patrols�  Until the crash and the cutbacks 
of 2008, the station had its own superintendent�  In fact, there were plans to build a brand new 
station in the Laytown area to service the rapidly expanding east Meath and south Drogheda 
area, but responsibility was then given to Ashbourne, 30 km away, to manage Laytown�

The population of the area has trebled since 1996�  It is not the small rural picture-postcard 
hamlet it used to be, although it is still very beautiful and one of my favourite places�  However, 
it has got bigger and the challenges have become more extreme, but the services have not been 
provided to respond to the population changes.  It has suffered more than its fair share of poor 
planning decisions and poor public policymaking in the past 20 years�  The people of the area 
are entitled to security, a full-time station and to have their demands met as taxpayers and citi-
zens�  If the Government does not agree with the emotional arguments in favour of providing a 
full-time station, it should just look at the figures and how rapidly the population of the area has 
expanded in the past three years and how it will expand again in the coming years in the context 
of the new draft Meath development plan�

22/06/2021CCC00400Deputy Malcolm Noonan: On behalf of the Minister for Justice, I thank the Deputies for 
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raising this important issue�  The Garda Commissioner is responsible by law for the manage-
ment and administration of Garda business, including the distribution of members of the Garda 
throughout the State�  The Minister for Justice has no role in these independent functions�  The 
determination of the need for the development of a new Garda station in Meath or at any other 
location will be considered by the Commissioner in the context of the overall accommodation 
requirements arising from the ongoing expansion of the Garda workforce, the availability of 
capital funding, the implementation of A Policing Service for our Future, the Government’s 
implementation plan for the recommendations of the Commission on the Future of Policing in 
Ireland, and the new Garda operating model which will inform the accommodation priorities of 
An Garda Síochána in the years 2022 to 2030�

The Office of Public Works, OPW, has responsibility for the provision and maintenance of 
Garda accommodation�  Works in respect of Garda accommodation are progressed by the Garda 
authorities working in close co-operation with the OPW�  Again, the Minister for Justice has no 
direct role in these matters�  I am assured that Garda management keeps the distribution of all 
resources under continual review in the context of crime trends and policing priorities to ensure 
their optimum use�  In that regard, I note the crimes cited by the Deputies�

There has been a significant increase in Garda resources in Meath in recent years.  As of the 
end of May 2021, a total of 322 Garda members, in addition to 43 Garda staff, were assigned 
to the Meath division.  These figures represent increases of 16% and 65%, respectively, since 
December 2015�  As regards Laytown Garda station in particular, an inspector was appointed 
to the station in January of this year, indicating the commitment of An Garda Síochána to the 
area�  I am advised that local Garda management has taken steps to improve Garda coverage in 
the area.  These steps include increased frequency of patrols in affected areas as well as regular 
support from the divisional operational support unit for the area�  The Meath division is one of 
four divisions earmarked by the Commissioner for the introduction of the new Garda operat-
ing model in the next year�  The new operating model is envisaged to deliver improvements to 
structures, processes, services and governance, and there will be an increase in the number of 
front-line gardaí�

As the Deputies will be aware, the Drogheda: Creating a Bridge to a Better Future report 
recently published by the Minister, Deputy McEntee, and compiled by Mr� Vivian Geiran, a for-
mer director of the Probation Service, recommends that exploration of how to address the issue 
of the impact of the county boundaries of Louth and Meath and the corresponding delineation 
between Garda districts and divisions, with specific regard to the policing of the Laytown-Bet-
tystown area of east Meath, be undertaken�  An implementation plan for the report is due to be 
published by the Department of Justice shortly�  I again thank the Deputies for raising this issue�

22/06/2021CCC00500Deputy Fergus O’Dowd: I welcome the final section of the reply of the Minister of State.  
The Geiran report was commissioned following the appalling and vile murders in the Drogheda 
area�  Indeed, there were also murders in east Meath, including the execution of a person outside 
his front door�  In addition there are people missing, believed murdered, in the same general 
area.  It is a significant issue.  I welcome that reference was made to the Geiran report.  That 
means the Commissioner is aware of the action he must take�  He has listened to us previously 
and I stress I have every confidence he will act on this issue, but he needs to act now because 
the Tania O’Neills of this world will not wait and let their sons or daughters be attacked and 
assaulted�  They want a proper and appropriate Garda service and they are entitled to it�  Gardaí 
want to provide that service but they are not in place to do so�  We need additional gardaí to be 
assigned to the area�  The initiative introduced by Commissioner Drew Harris in Drogheda was 
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very welcome�  We need him to introduce a new initiative in east Meath�

22/06/2021DDD00200Deputy Ged Nash: I met today with local Garda management and with Tania O’Neill, the 
mother of James�  She speaks for all local parents and citizens, who are deeply frustrated with 
the situation, notwithstanding the good efforts of local gardaí and Garda management.  This is 
not just an emotional argument�  All the evidence is there, including the Central Statistics Of-
fice data showing a huge increase of 70% in public order offences in the area between 2018 and 
2019�  There was an increase in the region of 15% in recorded crime for the station at Laytown 
between 2016 and 2019�  We have seen far too many gang-related criminal problems in the area, 
with some residents complaining there is open drug dealing going on and people behaving with 
impunity�  Only 7% of all Garda resources in the community are deployed to the east Meath 
area�  Given the size of the agglomerated area made up of Laytown, Bettystown, Mornington 
and south Drogheda, we are entitled to expect more�  We are entitled to expect a full-time Garda 
station for these citizens and taxpayers to help them feel more secure and support what is a great 
community that is set to develop further over the next few years�

22/06/2021DDD00300Deputy Malcolm Noonan: On behalf of the Minister for Justice, I again thank both Depu-
ties for raising this matter�  It is vitally important and they have brought forward very serious 
crime issues in the area that we need to tackle�  I assure them that community safety is a priority 
for the Government and An Garda Síochána, as evidenced by the Government’s unprecedented 
Garda provision for 2021�  In tandem with this year’s record Garda budget, the Department’s 
justice plan for 2021 includes a range of commitments focused on actively supporting commu-
nities to enhance the safety of all residents�  These include the establishment of a special expert 
forum on antisocial behaviour, which has already helped to inform a new scheme to tackle the 
misuse of scramblers and quad bikes�  We also had the launch in April of the new youth justice 
strategy for 2021 to 2027, which has a strong focus on diverting young people away from of-
fending and building supports to provide prevention and early intervention in young people’s 
lives�  Antisocial behaviour will also be considered by the local community safety partnerships 
that are to be set up by every local authority under the Department’s new community safety 
policy�  Three pilot partnerships are currently being established, in Dublin’s north inner city, 
Longford and Waterford, and will run for the next two years, ahead of a nationwide roll-out�  
That is to be welcomed�

I assure the Deputies that the Minister for Justice continues to meet with the Garda Commis-
sioner on an ongoing basis in regard to all Garda enforcement matters�  I encourage members 
of the public to report any incidents of assault or antisocial behaviour directly to An Garda 
Síochána�

22/06/2021DDD00350Covid-19 Pandemic

22/06/2021DDD00400Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: Ós rud é nach bhfuil mórán ama againn, caithfimid bheith sci-
obtha�  Tháinig sé aniar aduaidh orm nuair a chuala mé scéal ar an Déardaoin go raibh fadhb 
i nGaillimh maidir le bheith ag freastal alcóil taobh amuigh de na pubanna agus na bialanna�  
Labhair mé leis an Aire an oíche sin agus - ceart go leor - d’eisigh sí ráiteas a thagair don tuis-
cint a bhí ag an Roinn.  It is interesting to read the Garda statement, which specifies:

Licences to sell alcohol are issued by the District Court�  The application for a licence to 
sell alcohol is accompanied by the lodgment of inter alia a site plan highlighting the specific 
area to which the licence will apply�  The licensee is licensed to sell intoxicating liquor to 
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a person to consume the alcohol within that highlighted area only, any other sales are on a 
takeaway basis only�

In other words, if something is not provided for on the licence, it is illegal�

We cannot go ahead without absolute clarity in the law�  My question to the Minister of 
State is whether we are going to get either primary legislation or a new statutory instrument, 
whichever is needed and would suffice, to get rid of any doubt in the law.  It is not fair to ask An 
Garda Síochána to show discretion that is contrary to the law�

22/06/2021DDD00500Deputy Louise O’Reilly: What is happening at the moment is very much amateur hour 
stuff from the Government.  The Garda issued a statement and then we had the Minister for 
Justice tweeting about it�  The information she gave was not accurate and needs to be corrected�  
The message was very clear from the Government that we will have an outdoor summer�  Res-
taurateurs and pub owners knew what that meant�  We all thought we knew what it meant�  To 
be clear about it, I asked An Tánaiste on 13 May, nearly six weeks ago, whether a plan would be 
put in place that would ensure everyone is on board, knows the rules and knows what he or she 
is supposed to be doing�  He agreed that a plan would be necessary but nothing was done�  The 
situation is absolutely shambolic�  It is as though the Government does not realise that hundreds 
of thousands of jobs depend on its getting this right�

22/06/2021DDD00600Deputy Catherine Connolly: I welcome the opportunity, however short, to raise this mat-
ter with the Minister of State.  I have a slightly different view on it from my colleagues.  First, 
I think the Garda has done us a favour in highlighting the difficulties its members are facing 
in being asked to use their discretion.  That is extremely difficult to do.  In fact, we know from 
history and various tribunals that it is just not possible�

This problem has arisen as a consequence of the message given by the Government that we 
are to have an outdoor summer�  Unfortunately, that simply means more consumption of alcohol 
and the situation is not helped by a broader interpretation of what an outdoor summer means�  In 
Galway, we have clear by-laws that say it is not permitted to drink on the streets�  Those by-laws 
were not put in place overnight�  They happened as a result of continuous pressure from various 
people because public drinking was out of control�  Rather than recognising that position and 
having a balanced approach to the reopening of pubs, which I fully agree with, the Government 
focused on an outdoor drinking situation, which is totally wrong�  We should have opened all 
pubs, albeit with restricted capacity, to reduce the pressure�  I am asking not just for clarity in 
this matter but for a healthier message from the Government as to what an outdoor summer 
means, while still facilitating businesses in Galway and elsewhere�

22/06/2021DDD00700Deputy Malcolm Noonan: I thank Deputies Ó Cuív, O’Reilly and Connolly for raising this 
important issue and giving me an opportunity to address it on behalf of the Minister, Deputy 
Humphreys�  Following public health guidance, Government policy is to have a gradual reopen-
ing of the hospitality sector, beginning with outdoor hospitality, before a decision is taken on 
resuming indoor service in a few weeks�  Many of our bars and restaurants have now reopened 
with outdoor service, which is giving people a welcome opportunity to meet safely with friends 
and family again�

As An Garda Síochána has made clear, the overwhelming majority of licensed premises 
have behaved responsibly�  Those that continue to behave responsibly in controlling their prem-
ises should have nothing to worry about�  Gardaí all across the country use their discretion every 
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day to police as the circumstances require, as they have done throughout the pandemic, and they 
work closely with restaurants and pubs to ensure the safety of the public�  An Garda Síochána 
will continue to adopt a graduated approach to the public health guidelines�  Members of the 
force will engage with the public and encourage and educate in respect of the public health 
guidelines, as they have done throughout the pandemic�  This often requires a delicate balance 
and there are different legal situations in different parts of the country, depending on whether 
there are local authority by-laws in place�

A small minority of pubs have been serving alcohol to customers seated outside agreed 
areas.  Clearly, that will be the focus of any Garda action in the first instance.  The Minister, 
Deputy Humphreys, has discussed this matter with Garda Commissioner Harris a number of 
times and did so again yesterday morning�  The Commissioner has since issued a communi-
cation to regional assistant commissioners indicating that gardaí should use discretion while 
continuing to respond to public complaints about public order issues, parking, noise etc�  The 
Commissioner has reassured the Minister that discretion will continue to be applied by gardaí 
in their engagement with licensed premises�

Both the Commissioner and the Minister are satisfied that the Irish people can be facilitated 
to enjoy a safe outdoor summer while gardaí continue their difficult work of keeping people 
safe.  The Attorney General and the Minister have also spoken on this matter and their officials 
will work closely, together with the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, 
to examine the matter in full�  This is a complex area of law, as the Deputies will appreciate, but 
the Minister has committed to taking legislative action, if necessary�

In regard to specific points raised by Deputy O’Reilly, I do not agree with the contention 
that the Government’s approach is shambolic�  The Government has managed and put in place a 
level of adequate supports to help facilitate a safe and socially distanced outdoor summer�  The 
messaging, from a whole-of-government approach, is getting out�

Deputy Connolly raised a significant and important point about spreading the impact across 
towns and cities�  It is certainly to be considered�  However, the Government has made good 
strides in working with all partners, including local authorities, local communities, vintners, 
hoteliers and the services sector, to put in place a good set of proposals and supports to ensure 
that we can have a safe and enjoyable summer in 2021�

22/06/2021EEE00200Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív: While I thank the Minister of State for his response, the matter 
gets more confusing every time somebody speaks on it�  He stated, “This is often a delicate 
balance and there are different legal situations in different parts of the country depending on 
whether there are local authority by-laws in place�”  That is true, but is it the problem in this 
case?  If it is, the local authority in Galway should be told to sort out the problem�  However, 
towards the end of his response, the Minister of State made it clear that this may not be the case, 
and it might be a matter of primary law�

When gardaí visited a licensed premises in Galway, they must have known under what law 
they were doing so�  It cannot be a great complex problem, because gardaí cannot approach 
anybody without having authority based in law�  Will the Government introduce amending leg-
islation to rectify the issue or is it saying unequivocally, without doubt, that it is a matter for the 
local authorities and their by-laws?

22/06/2021EEE00300Deputy Louise O’Reilly: When I said the position was a shambles, this is what I was talk-
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ing about�  The Minister of State indicated that the Minister of Justice had “committed to taking 
legislative action, if necessary”�  In the past hour and a half, the Irish Independent has reported 
that “Justice Minister Heather Humphreys will bring legislative changes on pubs and restau-
rants selling alcohol in their outdoor seating areas” in the coming days�  That is the message that 
people who are fighting really hard to save their businesses and workers who want their jobs to 
survive this, are getting�  They are getting mixed messages�  They deserve some clarity, as do 
members of An Garda Síochána who are being asked to police this�  They are not being given 
sufficient guidance by the Government on the issue.

As I stated, I raised this issue with the Tánaiste six weeks ago�  The Government has had 
a long time to plan for it�  We should not be having the conversation at this late stage�  In the 
intervening time, will the Government issue guidance and provide some sort of clarity for those 
people who are going to be expected to deal with the mess the Government has created?

22/06/2021EEE00400Deputy Catherine Connolly: I think the Minister of State is failing to grasp the signifi-
cance of what is happening here�  We are sending out a message that businesses can take over 
public spaces and serve alcohol, which breaches by-laws that prevent the consumption of alco-
hol in such spaces�  That is one message that is being sent out�  The Government is placing the 
Garda in an impossible position�

Galway City Council passed the Barcelona Declaration almost 20 years ago, guaranteeing 
universal access to all of the city’s residents to the streets of Galway for services, regardless of 
ability and age�  In addition to giving consideration to the needs of businesses, a balancing of 
rights is required here, and that has not been considered�  We are focusing on law�  To me, the 
law is quite clear�  You get a licence to serve drink on a premises and the drink can be taken 
and consumed outside, unless there are by-laws in place�  Such by-laws are in place in Galway�

The Government message to the public to enjoy an outdoor summer must be healthier and 
cannot just be about the consumption of alcohol and taking over public spaces�  It must be much 
fairer, broader and more inclusive than that�  That is the problem�

22/06/2021EEE00500Deputy Malcolm Noonan: As I said, An Garda Síochána has made clear that the over-
whelming majority of owners of licensed premises have behaved responsibly and those who 
continue to behave responsibly in controlling their premises should have nothing to worry 
about�   A tiny minority of pubs have been serving alcohol to those seated outside agreed areas, 
and clearly that will be the focus of any Garda action in the first instance.

Many cities have by-laws in place�  Local authorities have facilitated pubs with permissions 
for outdoor seating and grants have been made available to many businesses�  We want this to 
work but gardaí need to be able to control matters as needed and prevent them from getting out 
of hand�  Gardaí across the country use their discretion every day to police as the circumstances 
require, as they have done throughout the pandemic, and work closely with restaurants and 
pubs to ensure the safety of the public�  I trust that Garda members will act in accordance with 
the Garda Commissioner’s instruction and will continue to adopt a graduated approach to the 
public health guidelines, in the interests of public safety and order�  However, the Government 
is clear that if we need to take further action, we will do so�  The Minister for Justice, Deputy 
Humphreys, is discussing what further measures may be needed with the Attorney General and 
Government colleagues� 

In response to Deputy Connolly’s point about the messaging on the outdoor summer, it is 
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broad and it is about the enjoyment of outdoor spaces and nature�  We are asking for people to 
enjoy the outdoor summer responsibly�  Those messages have begun to be sent out in media 
campaigns this week�  The messaging is much broader and is about much more than just the 
consumption of alcohol in our towns and cities�  It is about enjoying what the country has to 
offer on a broader scale.  We are cognisant of that messaging and we have begun to get that 
message out this week�

22/06/2021EEE00600Water Services

22/06/2021EEE00700Deputy Dessie Ellis: The transfer of responsibility for water from the local authorities to 
Irish Water has created many problems.  As a public representative, I find the process of report-
ing issues cumbersome and frustrating�  I can imagine, therefore, that it would try the patience 
of an ordinary citizen�  When a problem is reported to Irish Water it utilises the water services 
staff and equipment of Dublin City Council and other councils.  If I were to go directly to the 
council to report an issue, I would be told to contact Irish Water first, which is a ridiculous situ-
ation�

While there is a dedicated elected representative support email address, in my experience 
the system does not necessarily address the issues any quicker�  My constituency colleagues and 
I have had to pursue issues to the point of exasperation, sending email after email to the Irish 
Water representative’s address to try to get the problems we have raised resolved�  I have found 
that many of the responses I receive show a lack of understanding of the problem raised and are 
often inaccurate�  This method of raising issues with Irish Water is nothing more than a sop to 
public representatives.  Lack of effective communication and an inability to liaise directly with 
senior management raise concerns in respect of both transparency and accountability�  

Elderly residents, families with small children and people with disabilities or long-term ill-
nesses and so on are severely affected by any disruption to their water supply.  It is essential, 
therefore, that the customer service side of Irish Water is effective and public representatives 
have access to senior management�  

I am also concerned that works carried out by Irish Water have caused secondary problems, 
such as airlocks and low water pressure�  On McKee Avenue in Finglas last Saturday, after Irish 
Water had completed works in the area, residents, including a number of elderly people, were 
left without a water supply all weekend and all day Monday up until this morning�  It appears 
that no advance notice was given of the works taking place�  In St� Canice’s Court in Finglas, 
residents were also left with disrupted water supply following works carried out by Irish Water�  
The issues around water pressure are still ongoing�  When these problems are raised with Irish 
Water, I find that it effectively abdicates responsibility and in many cases puts the onus on the 
homeowner affected to rectify the problem.

 One such example relates to a case in which the roots of a tree have penetrated a sewage 
pipe, causing a blockage.  The affected pipe is located outside the boundaries of a private resi-
dence on Collins Avenue Extension�  However, Irish Water is of the view that it is the responsi-
bility of the homeowner to fix the problem.  It is not an isolated case.  In this and other cases, it 
is clear that Irish Water is not undertaking proper investigations that would lead it to a different 
conclusion as to who has responsibility for fixing such problems.

Irish Water also needs to look at the policy of patching up of work areas after initial comple-
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tion�  In many instances, the patching up of roads and pathways has left them in a terrible condi-
tion for months on end before they are properly reinstated�  I am concerned about the proposal 
to transfer responsibility for Dublin City Council’s drainage section to Irish Water in July�  It is 
a serious worry in light of Irish Water’s failures to date�  It needs to get its house in order before 
it should even consider taking on this responsibility�

10 o’clock

22/06/2021FFF00100Deputy Malcolm Noonan: I thank the Deputy for raising this issue and allowing me the 
opportunity to outline the position in respect of Irish Water’s responsibility on this matter�  The 
Water Services Acts 2007 to 2017 set out the arrangements in place for the delivery of water and 
waste water services by Irish Water, and for the scrutiny and oversight provisions that apply in 
respect of these arrangements�  Since 1 January 2014, Irish Water has had statutory responsibil-
ity for all aspects of water services planning, delivery and operation at national, regional and 
local levels, including with respect to water supply interruptions and communication with cus-
tomers and the maintenance of water and waste water infrastructure�  Irish Water is independent 
in the exercise of its statutory functions and in regard to day-to-day operational matters�

In assuming responsibility for water services from local authorities, Irish Water has en-
tered into service level agreements, SLAs, with each local authority for the provision of water 
services.  Staff members working under these arrangements remain local authority employees 
while continuing to perform key water services functions with local authorities acting as agents 
of Irish Water�

As part of the operational model established by the Oireachtas it is important to note that the 
Commission for Regulation of Utilities, CRU, in its role as economic regulator of Irish Water, 
has an important role in regulating and protecting the interests of Irish Water customers�  One 
of the key ways the CRU protects customers is through the Irish Water customer handbooks, 
which set out how Irish Water must deal with its domestic and non-domestic customers�  In 
the case of planned interruptions for operational reasons or for other service incidents, the 
handbooks detail how Irish Water must communicate with its customers�  These handbooks are 
available on the CRU website�

Planned supply interruptions can occur for maintenance reasons or in regard to planned 
works undertaken by local authority staff or third party contractors on behalf of Irish Water.  
Unplanned interruptions can often be the result of a fault in the network, or related to a severe 
weather event, and are usually responded to in the first instance by the relevant local authority 
under the service level agreement with Irish Water�

Irish Water assures me that it makes every effort to deliver on its responsibilities and keep-
ing such interruptions to a minimum to the extent possible, thus minimising the impact on its 
customers�

I assure Deputy Ellis that all Oireachtas Members and councillors use the public representa-
tives’ service.  I find it good but I take on board the points made in terms of it being a different 
way�  It took a bit of getting used to from when we would make representations directly to a 
local authority.  Generally, I find that any representations I make to Irish Water in regard to 
water or waste water infrastructure or emergency situations are good but there is always room 
for improvement in this regard�

22/06/2021FFF00200Deputy Dessie Ellis: I believe the original purpose of changing over to Irish Water and 
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moving all services from local authorities was to privatise it�  The people went out on the streets 
and stopped that�  It now seems we are going to keep Irish Water in public ownership, which 
is right�  However, it was already in public ownership with the local authorities�  That was the 
best place for it to be�

That said, Irish Water is in place and I am outlining the problems we face as public repre-
sentatives when dealing with Irish Water, as well as the problems residents encounter�  In some 
cases, Irish Water fixed a fault, only for other houses to be knocked off the system through air 
locks and other faults�  We must have a mechanism to deal with that�  We cannot just turn around 
and say to people it is their responsibility�  Many of these are senior citizens and pensioners, 
left with a large bill to sort out a problem that they never had before�  It is just not good enough�  
We need to have better mechanisms�  The handbook needs to be revisited with some of these 
issues�  I have encountered it on a number of occasions�  On a lot of occasions Irish Water has 
reacted reasonably well�  However, there are many occasions where there has not been a proper 
reaction with people angry over it�

The residents to whom I spoke only this morning were fuming over what happened�  They 
were not even given warnings�  No one even sent a letter around from door to door, which to 
me would be the most sensible thing to do, especially for those with sick people at home�  That 
would give them the opportunity to store water and be ready for a cut-off.

22/06/2021FFF00300Deputy Malcolm Noonan: Deputy Ellis raised important points, particularly about sending 
out notifications and effective communication.  Those points are important for Irish Water to 
take on board�

The Water Services Acts place specific responsibilities on the Minister and the Department 
of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, including responsibility for matters relevant to 
water policy, funding and in the making of regulations�  The Water Services Acts also put in 
place a variety of legislative and regulatory controls to ensure governance, oversight and ac-
countability regarding water services�

Irish Water is subject to significant regulation and oversight from the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, EPA, relating to environmental compliance and the Commission for Regulation 
of Utilities, CRU, relating to economic regulation, including customer service�  The Oireachtas 
also established the Water Advisory Body to report to the Oireachtas on Irish Water’s perfor-
mance�

For example, regarding the major boil water notice arising from problems at the Leixlip 
water treatment plant in 2019, the CRU carried out an audit of the Irish Water response to check 
compliance with the standards laid down in the customer service handbooks�  This audit is also 
available on the CRU website�

As I have outlined, Irish Water assures my Department that it makes every effort to deliver 
on its responsibilities, to keep service interruptions to the minimum extent possible, as well 
as to comply with its obligations under the customer service handbooks when communicating 
with customers�

I note the points made by Deputy Ellis�  As I said, we can always improve on the communi-
cation and on the level of service provided to the public�

On the point raised about McKee Avenue, Finglas, I understand that the burst water main 
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has now been repaired�  It was probably the initial query brought forward by Deputy Ellis�  I 
thank him for bringing this issue forward this evening�

The Dáil adjourned at 10�08 p�m� until 9�12 a�m� on Wednesday, 23 June 2021�


