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Dé Máirt, 15 Meitheamh 2021

Tuesday, 15 June 2021

Chuaigh an Ceann Comhairle i gceannas ar 2 p�m�

Paidir.
Prayer.

Ceisteanna ó Cheannairí - Leaders’ Questions

15/06/2021A00200Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: The scandal relating to defective building blocks with py-
rite and mica has devastated the homes and lives of the families affected.  This scandal has hit 
many areas across the State but it is most acute in Donegal, Mayo and Clare�  This scandal is a 
result of the light-touch regulation and reckless practices of the Celtic tiger years�  It is not the 
fault of the families concerned, it is the fault of those who were supposed to have their backs 
and who were supposed to be looking out for them�  These families have been failed by the sys-
tem and by the State�  These people have worked hard and saved hard to buy homes for them-
selves and their families and to secure for themselves what everyone deserves, that is, a safe, 
secure roof over their head and a place to call home�  Yet, through no fault of their own, they 
find themselves in a nightmare situation where their houses are literally crumbling around them.

Meeting recently with some of those affected was a powerful and heartbreaking experience.  
These people are at their wits’ end�  They are heartbroken�  What has happened to them has 
taken its toll on their family lives and health, including their mental health�  Everything many 
of these families own is falling in around them�  They go to bed at night wondering if their 
gable wall will collapse or if the chimney on their home or a neighbouring home will fall down�  
Despite everything they have been through, they remain strong and resolute�  These are good 
people and they are determined to get justice�  They are gathered outside this building today and 
they are welcome to Dublin to pursue justice�  They deserve and need the support of all of us in 
this House, including the Taoiseach, me and every Deputy here�

I promised these families we would do everything we possibly can to advance their cause 
for a 100% redress scheme�  Sinn Féin will lay a motion calling for that support before the Dáil 
tonight to see that these families and homeowners are insured to get 100% redress�  That is what 
they deserve and nothing short of it will suffice.  The scheme that the Government previously 
put in place is not working�  It is letting people down�  Under that scheme, some families are 
expected to come up with up to €100,000 or more to contribute to fixing their homes.  Who has 
that kind of money?  It is incredibly unfair�
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The campaign and demand for a scheme that covers the cost of rebuilding their homes is 
right and just�  Ba mhaith leis na teaghlaigh scéim a fheiceáil a chlúdóidh an costas a bhaineann 
lena a dtithe a atógáil�  Bheadh sé sin ceart�  Is é an t-aon réiteach cóir atá ann ná scéim sásaimh 
100% a shocrú�  This nightmare needs to come to an end�  These families have been failed by 
the system and by the State and the current scheme fails them again�  They cannot be left in this 
situation�  The only fair solution, therefore, is for the Government to deliver a 100% redress 
schemes and to do so urgently�  I ask the Taoiseach directly to give us and them a clear, unam-
biguous commitment that the Government will deliver a 100% redress scheme�

15/06/2021B00200The Taoiseach: First, what has happened to the homeowners in County Donegal, and in-
deed in counties Mayo, Clare and elsewhere but particularly the vast majority in Donegal, is 
scandalous�  It is devastating for those homeowners�  I visited one such home last week owned 
by the Murtagh family in Raphoe�   Last year, I saw the outsides of other houses�  What has hap-
pened is appalling�  We all know the impact it can have on people when one of the key objec-
tives in life to build their family home, and the sweat, toil and effort that entails, is taken away 
from them, in this case by the supply and provision of defective blocks�

The Government’s and my view is that we will do everything we possibly can to help the 
homeowners and to refine, amend and change this scheme, in consultation with the Mica Action 
Group, with a view to making sure we have a sustainable scheme that can bring these homes 
back, make them habitable for the families and give them the experience they originally envis-
aged when they first took out the mortgage and provided for themselves to build a house.

In fairness, the previous Government, working with the Mica Action Group at the time, 
brought in the scheme in January 2020 in very good faith�  In fact, it was accepted all around�  
I recall the Sinn Féin spokesman at the time, Deputy Mac Lochlainn, welcomed confirmation 
of the scheme back then.  He identified some issues, in that he believed the banks should have 
been involved in helping�  It is fair to say that it initially got broad acceptance, however�  I do 
not, therefore, believe assertions of bad faith on anyone’s part are correct�  Everybody wants to 
do and is interested in doing the right thing here�

The Minister has written to the Mica Action Group and has spoken with it over the last num-
ber of days�  I spoke with the Mica Action Group on Thursday when I had a meeting with it and 
Donegal County Council, including the director of housing, the manager and the chairman of 
the group, Councillor Martin McDermott�  Our view is that we should set in train a time-bound 
process lasting approximately six weeks involving the Mica Action Group, representatives 
from the different counties, the local authorities and the Department to work on the scheme and 
iron out all the issues.  Different issues apply to different homeowners.

I refer to the figure of €100,000.  Nobody wants someone to be caught for €100,000.  I ac-
knowledge there are issues about upfront costs that must be dealt with�  There are issues around 
people having to rent accommodation while their house is being rebuilt, which have to be dealt 
with�  There also are other issues and supports that we may be in a position to provide�

I believe that we have to carry out an analysis, however�  A number of applications have 
come in�  When I spoke with Donegal County Council, it said that 33% of those houses would 
have to be rebuilt�  An analysis of what has come in so far might give us a good picture of how 
we amend and improve this scheme overall�  Motions will come and go but the work must be 
done to improve this scheme and ensure that homeowners can avail of it to get their houses 
rebuilt or repaired without any undue impact on them�
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The scale this programme will be far in excess of any other entered into so far�  The Depart-
ment’s estimate of the original scheme, which was entered into in good faith, was close to €1 
billion�  I believe we will go over that €1 billion�  The defective argument is also important�  
Some 31 local building control authorities have extensive powers of inspection and enforce-
ment�  There are the requirements of the building regulations, the EU directive and so on�  There 
are responsibilities on designers, the builders of buildings and the suppliers of bricks as well, 
of which we cannot lose sight�

15/06/2021C00200An Ceann Comhairle: I will come back to the Taoiseach�

15/06/2021C00300The Taoiseach: I am just making that point�  Generally speaking, we want to do the right 
thing by those who were let down by the provision of these defective blocks, which have ren-
dered their homes, in many instances, unliveable and have created great anxiety�

15/06/2021C00400An Ceann Comhairle: The Taoiseach’s time is up�

15/06/2021C00500The Taoiseach: We want to help them and we are going to do that�

15/06/2021C00600Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Let us agree that something went catastrophically wrong in 
respect of mica and pyrite�  Something went catastrophically wrong with the blocks that were 
used to construct these homes�  Let us also agree that those responsible for these catastrophic 
wrongs have to be identified and held to account.  I have no argument with the Taoiseach and 
the people of Donegal, Mayo and Clare have no argument with him on that score�  He has called 
this is a scandal and said it is appalling�  He is correct on both counts�  He has said he will enter 
into a time-bound process to put things right�  I welcome that because we need to be timely and 
efficient.

However, what we also need to hear from the Taoiseach, as Head of Government, is that the 
scheme that is landed on will represent, in reality, 100% redress�  The last scheme may have 
been introduced in good faith but the truth is that it has not worked�  That scheme has left fami-
lies in misery, living this nightmare day after day, night after night�  That must stop�

15/06/2021C00700An Ceann Comhairle: Thank you, Deputy�

15/06/2021C00800Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: We know that the only sustainable and viable redress is 
100% redress�  I want to invite the Taoiseach again to clearly state that the Government will 
pursue and deliver, in a timely fashion, a scheme that is 100% redress�

15/06/2021C00900An Ceann Comhairle: The Deputy’s time is up�

15/06/2021C01000Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: The people gathered on the streets of Dublin want to hear 
the Taoiseach confirm that.  Can he confirm it for them, please?

15/06/2021C01100An Ceann Comhairle: If the Deputy lets the Taoiseach answer, people can hear him�

15/06/2021C01200The Taoiseach: First, as I said earlier, motions and slogans will not solve this�  I had a very 
good meeting with the Mica Action Group last Thursday�  As a result of that, I contacted the 
Minister again and said, “Let us put in place a process here�”  The Deputy talks about 100%, 
but 100% of what?  It is not as simple as asserted�  That came up in the conversation�  There is 
a whole range of issues we have to discuss in terms of the grant caps, allowable costs, engineer-
ing costs, upfront costs and how we can make it easier for the homeowners in this context�  That 
is what we want to do�



Dáil Éireann

458

15/06/2021C01300Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Will the Taoiseach answer my question?

15/06/2021C01400The Taoiseach: That is why the Minister has corresponded with the group and spoken to it�  
He is anxious to get this up and running as quickly as possible�  We will also consult the Mica 
Action Group on its issues and so on�

15/06/2021C01500Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Is the Taoiseach committing to a 100% redress scheme?

15/06/2021C01600The Taoiseach: I make the point that the scheme was entered into in good faith�  The 
Deputy’s party colleague welcomed it at the time, as did everybody else�

15/06/2021C01700Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Is the Taoiseach guaranteeing 100% redress?

15/06/2021C01800The Taoiseach: The Government is absolutely committed to doing the right thing and is 
going to provide-----

15/06/2021C01900Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: Will it be 100% redress?

15/06/2021C02000The Taoiseach: -----exceptional resources to make sure we can make these houses liveable 
again for the families involved in a way that ensures the kinds of impacts that have been sug-
gested are addressed�  Obviously, the working through of the scheme has created a lot of issues, 
as people have raised�  The submission was made to the Minister, Deputy Darragh O’Brien, at 
the end of April and he is responding to that now�

15/06/2021C02100An Ceann Comhairle: The time is up�

15/06/2021C02200Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: I want to object to the Taoiseach studiously refusing to 
answer a very straightforward question about a 100% redress scheme�  Will he please answer it?

15/06/2021C02300The Taoiseach: I answered the question, in fairness�

15/06/2021C02400Deputy Mary Lou McDonald: No, you have not, Taoiseach, and that is very worrying�

15/06/2021C02500The Taoiseach: With respect, a Cheann Comhairle, this kind of intervention is unprec-
edented during Leaders’ Questions�  I will just make the point that I am not exploiting this for 
political reasons�  The Deputy seems to want to exploit every issue for political advancement�

15/06/2021C02600An Ceann Comhairle: The time is up�

15/06/2021C02700The Taoiseach: I want to get this issue resolved on behalf of the residents and owners�

15/06/2021C02800An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Kelly, please�

15/06/2021C02900Deputy Alan Kelly: For many weeks and, indeed, months, I have been raising the same 
issue with the Taoiseach in regard to people in the 60 to 69 age group, some people in cohorts 
4 and 7, and also some healthcare workers, all of whom were vaccinated with AstraZeneca and 
who initially had a 14-week wait for their second dose and then a 12-week wait�  I am not an 
immunologist or a scientist, and nor is the Taoiseach, but I believe in common sense�  We have 
a collective need to address this issue now because there is a race on between, one, the Delta 
variant coming into our country and, two, the vaccination programme we are doing�

The issue is this: these are the most vulnerable people but, compared with their children and 
many individuals in their 40s, they are going to have to wait for some period before they are 
vaccinated�  We supported the Government in respect of the age-based roll-out but the latter 
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has been negated as a result of this situation�  There are 460,000 people in these categories and 
they will have to wait up to 12 weeks�  We are going to have to do something about this�  I have 
raised this with the Taoiseach in a genuine way, week after week�  Respectfully, he knows that�  
He asked for time and said the Government was looking at it and that the national immunisation 
advisory committee, NIAC, was looking at it�

Since I first raised this issue, I have been inundated with messages.  There is deep con-
cern�  That concern is intergenerational and involves grandchildren who are worried about their 
grandparents and sons, daughters, nieces and nephews who are worried about their parents, 
uncles and aunts.  We know from a study in Britain that if a person has the first dose of the As-
traZeneca vaccine, he or she is approximately 33% inoculated against the Delta variant�  That 
leaves a major risk for these people�  In that light, I ask the Taoiseach if, working with NIAC 
and, in particular, the HSE, he will bring forward the second dose of the AstraZeneca vaccine 
for this group of people?  This would ensure that, instead of waiting until the end of July, Au-
gust or whenever, in a few weeks’ time - if supplies are available - all of these people can get 
their second inoculation�  The study in the UK to which I refer shows these individuals will have 
80% protection against the Delta variant�

I do not want to get into what the Minister for Health said previously about reducing the 
period to five weeks because, to be honest, that was a bit of sleight of hand.  We need a concrete 
decision from the Government�  These are the most vulnerable people�  It is ridiculous that 
younger people are being fully vaccinated�  It is ridiculous that the individuals to whom I refer, 
who comprise the oldest group in the country to not be fully vaccinated - or at least not yet - 
cannot travel or do everything that everyone else will hopefully be able to do and have been 
left in a situation whereby the supposed vaccine bonus will not apply at the level previously 
indicated�  I appeal to the Taoiseach to give us good news that we will be able to bring forward 
the second dose of AstraZeneca in particular for this cohort�

15/06/2021D00200The Taoiseach: Deputy Kelly readily acknowledged that he is not an immunologist or an 
expert in this field.

15/06/2021D00300Deputy Alan Kelly: I do commonsense though�

15/06/2021D00400The Taoiseach: Most people who say they are not experts then go back to the age-old no-
tion of common sense as a back-up�  The point is that the vaccination programme is going well 
and that it is going well through the age cohort approach and through the vaccination centres�  
One of the most pleasing aspects of it is the very high level of participation by people as we go 
down through the age cohorts�  Our level of participation is very high relative to our European 
counterparts and other countries and that is giving good protection to society as a whole�  We 
are close the point where 58% of people will have had their first dose and in the region of 27% 
will have had their second dose�  That is very good progress indeed�  Everything is dependent 
on supplies of both the mRNA vaccines and the AstraZeneca vaccine�  We want to keep the 
programme on target�  What the Deputy is suggesting would delay the programme overall, po-
tentially�  I am sorry, is he suggesting the mixing of vaccines?

15/06/2021D00500Deputy Alan Kelly: No, but I am coming to that�

15/06/2021D00600The Taoiseach: The Deputy needs to be fully up front-----

15/06/2021D00700Deputy Alan Kelly: The Taoiseach is answering a question�
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15/06/2021D00800The Taoiseach: -----about what he is proposing�  In terms of AstraZeneca-----

15/06/2021D00900Deputy Alan Kelly: That is not appropriate�  I never said that so the Taoiseach is answering 
a question I did not even ask�

15/06/2021D01000The Taoiseach: In the context of the AstraZeneca vaccine, the announcement has already 
been made that the second dose is being brought forward�  What was to have taken nine weeks, 
namely, the administering of the second dose, will now take five.   That is happening as we 
speak and the HSE is engaged with that plan.  Basically, we will be finishing the second dose of 
AstraZeneca three to four weeks earlier than was to have been the case�  However, we need the 
necessary supplies of the AstraZeneca vaccine and, in particular, the mRNA vaccines, to keep 
coming in over the next number of weeks in order to make progress down the age cohorts, oth-
erwise we will delay the vaccination programme itself�  As the Deputy knows, this is because 
of the age restrictions when it comes to administering the AstraZeneca and Jansen vaccines�  
NIAC has given recommendations in that regard to the HSE�

We must also bear in mind that the vaccination programme is working�  What we have 
learned is that once we start changing or giving mixed signals, this can disrupt the vaccination 
programme and genuinely undermine it�  I am not saying anybody wants to do that in making 
new suggestions or proposals.  That has been the experience and it can affect vaccination take-
up and so on�  The vaccination programme has worked on the basis that people have received 
vaccines as they have become available�  We are looking at approximately 4�1 million doses to 
be supplied by the end of quarter 2�  We need to keep going�  Let us not disrupt a model that is 
working well right now�

15/06/2021E00200Deputy Alan Kelly: I have been raising this matter repeatedly for a couple of months and, 
in fairness, the Taoiseach’s tone just now was appalling if he was using the matter in a political 
way�  I did not raise the question of a second mRNA vaccine but I had asked if that option had 
been considered by NIAC�  I did not raise it today, although I will always make suggestions that 
might be considered�

I raise this matter for the 460,000 affected people and I am delighted the Taoiseach has con-
firmed that the second dose of the AstraZeneca vaccine is being brought forward.  Will he con-
firm that by the middle of July every person in that affected cohort, particularly those between 
60 and 69, will have a date for the second dose of AstraZeneca to be administered, which would 
see 80% efficacy against Covid-19?

Will the Taoiseach look at the script issued on the vaccine bonus?  It probably should be re-
issued�  We have been told that because the Janssen vaccine is going to pharmacies, there are not 
enough people to take up all the doses in the vials�  Will the Taoiseach ask for that to be looked 
at?  It would be terrible to see vaccines wasted�  If required, common sense and discretion for 
pharmacists should be the order of the day�

15/06/2021E00300The Taoiseach: I will have the matter of the Janssen vaccines and its administration in 
pharmacies looked at�  The HSE has already announced that it will move from the current 12-
week interval for AstraZeneca vaccine doses down to eight weeks.  It has said that within five 
weeks, we will achieve that eight-week interval�  I can double-check that with the HSE for the 
Deputy but that is the target�  Essentially, it is compressing that process�

15/06/2021E00400Deputy Alan Kelly: It is what I have been seeking for months�
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15/06/2021E00500The Taoiseach: It was announced publicly�

15/06/2021E00600Deputy Alan Kelly: Not in that detail�

15/06/2021E00700The Taoiseach: I am always glad to help or oblige the Deputy on this�  It is good news and 
important�  The big issue all along has been supply and the mRNA vaccines in particular have 
played an outstanding role�  AstraZeneca has increased its supply and we are getting greater 
visibility over that supply, which is positive�  Again, we hope the manufacturers and the global 
supply chain can improve their performance�

The vaccine bonus is what it is.  It will continuously be reviewed by the Chief Medical Offi-
cer and his team�  The latest data from Public Health England show that two doses of AstraZen-
eca are 92% effective against hospitalisation from the Delta variant and 86% effective against 
the Alpha variant�  That is good news as well�

15/06/2021E00800Deputy Denis Naughten: More than 2,000 nursing home residents have died from Cov-
id-19 in Ireland and more than half of those deaths were recorded in the third wave�  The Health 
Information and Quality Authority, HIQA, which is responsible for monitoring standards in all 
our nursing homes, both public and private, stated in its annual report, which was published 
last week, that 82% of nursing homes reported at least one case of Covid-19 and the virus still 
presents a real and present danger to the sector�  HIQA is seeking an urgent review of the current 
nursing home care regulations�

At the same time, we have the Coroners Society of Ireland calling for a wide-ranging in-
quiry into all Covid-related nursing home deaths�  Its president, Frank O’Connell, believes there 
is a basis for a more wide ranging inquiry into all Covid related deaths in nursing homes, to deal 
with such questions as design, ventilation, isolation, staffing etc.  Yet as we hear these calls the 
Department of Health is cutting back on the financial supports to the nursing home sector just 
as we face into a fourth potential wave from the Delta variant of the virus, which has been so 
deadly within the sector over the past year.  The Department of Health has confirmed that the 
temporary assistance payment scheme, TAPS, which provides payment for Covid-19 infection 
control measures is to be completely withdrawn from the long-stay residential sector for older 
people from the end of this month�  Despite the Government categorically stating there would 
be no cliff edge for Covid supports for any sector, we now find that the State is planning to 
withdraw this support completely�  There is a fear from residents and their families that nursing 
home care is being de-prioritised at a time when there should be a thorough review of all sup-
ports and standards within the whole sector before there is any change to the current scheme�

I put it to the Taoiseach that older people in long-term care have been at the front line when 
it comes to the threat of Covid infection�  The reality is that they remain on that front line until 
all of us are vaccinated�  There remains a threat of a new variant taking hold that circumvents 
the immunity provided through the current vaccination programme�  I urge the Taoiseach to 
ensure, at the very minimum, that the current level of Covid protections remain in place until 
the reviews sought by HIQA and the Coroners Society of Ireland are completed�

15/06/2021F00200The Taoiseach: I thank Deputy Naughten for raising the issue�  As society begins to reopen 
we will be able to reduce our reliance on many different supports that the Government has 
provided throughout the pandemic�  The Covid-19 temporary assistance payment scheme was 
established as part of a comprehensive package of support measures for nursing homes at the 
start of the pandemic�  It was originally introduced for three months, to conclude in June 2020, 
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but obviously the continuation of the pandemic meant that there were two further extensions�  It 
was and is a successful scheme and it has been very impactful�  It provided additional funding 
to those nursing homes that required it, to contribute to the costs associated with dealing with 
Covid-19�  These included the costs incurred in preparing for and mitigating against Covid-19 
and in the management of outbreaks when they occur, contributions towards the costs of main-
taining isolation rooms, and a once-off contribution towards temporary visiting infrastructure 
during winter 2020�

The cessation of TAPS has been communicated with all stakeholders�  As of 11 June about 
7,148 claims had been submitted and €134�5 million has been allocated or made available un-
der the scheme�  It has always been just one component of a suite of supports�  Other supports 
included providing access to personal protective equipment and oxygen, the establishment of 
Covid response teams, support for staff accommodation, access to training and the serial test-
ing programme�  Many of these and other supports will continue for the time being as required�  
Furthermore, an outbreak assistance payment will continue to be made available until the end 
of the year as a support for any nursing home that experiences a Covid-19 outbreak�

In addition, it has to be taken on board that the vaccination programme has had a very sig-
nificant impact on nursing homes.  There has been a huge uptake, close to 100%, by residents 
and staff.  The effect is very strong with significant reductions in cases, outbreaks and mortal-
ity�  This is a factor�  We also need to move on from the current temporary schemes to working 
through the more medium-term reforms that have to happen within the nursing home sector and 
perhaps the changes that will cost not just the nursing homes but also the State, in light of the 
Covid-19 nursing homes expert panel report.  The panel identified 86 recommendations in the 
report and the Government is fully committed to its implementation�  Costs will arise across the 
system relating to the necessary systemic reforms�  It is best to do that through a more informed 
and developed scheme as opposed to doing it through a temporary scheme�  We will keep the 
situation under review�  We are fully open to evaluating what happened in nursing homes, out-
side of the pandemic and right through it, and learning lessons from it�

15/06/2021G00200Deputy Denis Naughten: I thank the Taoiseach�  Fifteen months ago, our nursing homes 
and hospitals received their first Covid-19 patients.  Since then, front-line healthcare workers 
have managed three waves of the virus and a cyberattack�  These people are now mentally and 
physically exhausted.  We must provide staff with time off because exhausted healthcare staff 
are a recipe for mistakes.  We must give proper recognition to staff on the front line in the battle 
against Covid-19�  For example, the Scottish Government is paying every NHS worker a bonus 
of £500�  Over the past year, I have consistently raised with the Taoiseach and other members 
of the Government the issue of recognising front-line workers.  They have been selfless and the 
country owes them a great debt of gratitude.  The Government must now recognise their efforts.

15/06/2021G00300The Taoiseach: That is a separate question, which is more general to the health service�  I 
have consistently said the Government wishes to recognise not only front-line healthcare work-
ers but front-line workers, and is continuing to examine the optimal way of doing this�  How-
ever, we are not out of the pandemic yet and all our attention and focus are on making sure we 
continue with progress on the vaccination programme and the very positive impact the vaccina-
tion programme is having on the prevalence of the disease and monitoring variants, such as the 
Delta variant, to make sure they do not undermine our efforts to keep the virus under pressure.  
We will keep in touch with the Deputy on the issue�

15/06/2021G00400Deputy Thomas Pringle: Donegal is the forgotten county�  I have said this to the Taoiseach 
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many times before�  There we are, up in the north-west of Ireland, happy to be living in the most 
beautiful county in the country but despairing at how we have been treated by successive Gov-
ernments�  The people of Donegal are making their voices heard now�  They are making their 
voices heard here today�  They are harnessing the power of social media and media to say the 
Government cannot ignore them any longer�  There cannot be one rule for Dublin homes in the 
pyrite redress scheme and another for people in Donegal and Mayo whose homes are crumbling 
with mica�  We will not be forgotten and, wonderfully, the public is behind us in our call for no 
less than 100% redress�

At the end of May, thousands took to the streets of Donegal to highlight the atrocity and 
injustice being imposed on homeowners in the county�  Today, more than 40 busloads of people 
have come to Dublin to show the Government they will not be forgotten�  At the beginning of 
2020, the Government launched the defective concrete block grant scheme for homeowners 
affected by pyrite in Mayo and mica in Donegal.  However, it was in early 2014 that the Mica 
Action Group was formed.  It is a lobby group made up of volunteers directly affected by the 
scandal�  For seven years, it has been seeking redress and liaising with local and national gov-
ernment officials.  It has been fighting for recognition for seven years.

The Taoiseach’s covert mission to Donegal last week and his photo opportunity with some 
crumbling walls was far too late�  Now that our voices are louder, the Taoiseach has to listen�  
As the Taoiseach knows, access to the defective concrete blocks grant scheme costs between 
€5,000 and €7,000 but the cost to access the scheme in Leinster is much lower, at €500�  Up 
to 5,700 homes throughout Donegal and Mayo are crumbling away because of the presence of 
mica in defective concrete blocks�  Approximately 1,000 local authority provided social homes 
in Donegal are also affected.  Tenants are paying rent and hoping their ceilings and walls do not 
fall down on them�

The Taoiseach said he needed to speak to the Attorney General on the next steps�

15/06/2021G00500The Taoiseach: No, I did not say that�

15/06/2021G00600Deputy Thomas Pringle: Why does he need to check with the Attorney General?

15/06/2021G00700The Taoiseach: I never said that�

15/06/2021G00800Deputy Thomas Pringle: He is reported as having said that�  Perhaps he will clarify the 
matter in his response because I will be glad to hear it�  I do not believe the Attorney General 
has any role in this�  Now that the scandal is on a national scale, what will the Taoiseach do?  We 
need 100% redress�  An amnesty in mortgage repayments while remediation works are taking 
place is the only option�  Earlier, in response to Deputy McDonald, the Taoiseach asked 100% 
of what was she calling for�  What people are calling for is 100% redress and no cost for people 
to access the scheme, plus rental costs to be covered, the same as for the pyrite action group in 
Dublin�  It is as simple as that�  That is what Donegal demands�

15/06/2021H00200The Taoiseach: When I visited Donegal last week, it was not a covert visit�  The key focus 
of that was not only to visit a home, meet the Loftus family and see the appalling condition of 
their home but also to meet the action group, Donegal County Council and the chairperson of 
the mica action committee on Donegal County Council, Councillor Martin McDermott, who 
was in the group, to have a long and thorough meeting with them on the issues they wished to 
raise with me and with the Government in terms of getting this issue resolved�  That was the 
purpose of the visit�
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I had to do it in between meetings I had here and going to Fermanagh for the British-Irish 
Council�  I changed my diary and schedule, which is no big deal, but I wanted to meet people�  
I believe in getting resolutions�  I do not showboat on issues like this�  I do not try to make po-
litical capital out of it�  I have no interest in doing that because for the family owners, all that 
matters is whether they can build a home for their family and their children�  That is what they 
wanted to do originally�

What happened was disgraceful�  The supply of those defective blocks was a disgrace; end 
of story�  I have no interest whatsoever in defending those who were responsible for this�  I have 
an interest in getting the issue sorted�

The previous Government, in good faith, developed a scheme�  It was welcomed broadly�  
It was welcomed by Sinn Féin at the time�  Few parties or individuals in this House raised this 
until quite recently, if the truth be told�  I looked at some of the manifestos�  It does not even 
get a mention�  It is not even mentioned in the Sinn Féin manifesto�  People thought the scheme 
was okay�

When the scheme started being implemented or when applications started going in, it be-
came known to the homeowners that the upfront costs were far too expensive�  We will deal 
with the upfront costs.  Anybody who cannot afford it should not have to pay €10,000 or €8,000 
upfront to get an engineering report�  We will deal with that�  We should also deal with the rental 
issue but we also need to get a proper assessment�  What was clear from the meeting was that 
there will be different solutions for different houses and for houses of different size.  People 
want certain undertakings in respect of what happens if, in the case of a repair, subsequently the 
issue arises again�  These are the kind of issues that need to be resolved�

I understand fully the anger of the homeowners�  I understand what they want�  It is now our 
job as the Government, in good faith and working with the group�  The Minister has written to 
the group�  He has spoken to them�  He has put this idea to them�  Let us have a time-limited 
engagement with homeowners’ representatives, with the local authorities, with the Department 
officials and work through this so that we can improve this scheme in such a way that does not 
pose an excessive financial hardship on homeowners.  That is, in good faith, what I am putting 
before the House today, what the Minister has put to the Mica Action Group and what we dis-
cussed at the meeting on Thursday last�

15/06/2021H00300An Ceann Comhairle: The time is up�  Thank you, Taoiseach�

15/06/2021H00400The Taoiseach: It was a good, substantive meeting�  Analysis can happen already from the 
applications that have now come in because many of these are individual homes, as well as lo-
cal authority homes, as the Deputy will be aware, that have to be rectified.

15/06/2021H00500Deputy Thomas Pringle: I thank the Taoiseach.  I am glad the Taoiseach put it officially 
on the record today what happened last week at the meeting because it is important that it is on 
the record that everybody knows�

The Taoiseach stated last week as well - it has been widely reported that the Taoiseach said 
he would address it but he has not in his response - that he had to talk to the Attorney General 
about it�  What is the role of the Attorney General?  I believe the Attorney General has no role 
and that will be a deflection.

The Taoiseach states that he will have a time-bound process with five to six weeks to re-
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spond.  By my reckoning, that five to six weeks would be up on 14 July.  Can the people of 
Donegal expect a response from the Taoiseach and the Government on 14 July that will address 
their concerns?  That is vitally important and that is what people need to hear today from the 
Taoiseach�

15/06/2021H00600The Taoiseach: That is the intention�  This has gone on too long�  I have looked at the time-
line as well�  I was not in government for the past ten years but this thing has gone on too long�  
Homeowners have raised legitimate issues�  They have got to be dealt with�

I referenced the Attorney General last week�  I have an issue with certain people walking 
away from this�  That is my issue�  Who supplied the blocks?  Who designed them?  As for in-
surance companies and HomeBond, everyone seems to have walked off the pitch.  Banks have 
a role as well�  To be fair to Deputy Mac Lochlainn, when he welcomed this, he thought that 
banks could have played a useful role in helping people.  The Mica Action Group signed off in 
good faith originally as well, but issues have now arisen�

I have discussed this with the Attorney General�  The State cannot forever be held account-
able alone in respect of behaviours or actions where others fell short, be they in the private 
sector or elsewhere�  That is the only point I was making, and I wanted the Attorney General to 
examine that, not just for this Government, but for future Governments and, more importantly, 
for taxpayers�

I do not want this to be distorted, because there can be an element in this kind of debate of 
comments being distorted�  I am very clear about our role in helping the homeowner, but there is 
a separate piece of work needed as well to examine this in greater detail in terms of how it came 
to be that thousands and thousands of homes were supplied with an appalling block�  Stand up 
and-----

15/06/2021J00200An Ceann Comhairle: I thank the Taoiseach, but our time is up�

15/06/2021J00300The Taoiseach: Put your hand on the windowsill and it crumbles�  To me, that does need to 
be pursued�  That is what I meant�

15/06/2021J00400Conference on the Future of Europe: Appointment of Representatives

15/06/2021J00500An Ceann Comhairle: I wish to announce for the information of the House that the fol-
lowing Members have been selected as representatives of the Houses of the Oireachtas to the 
Conference on the Future of Europe: Deputy John Brady, Senator Alice-Mary Higgins, Deputy 
Neale Richmond and Deputy Niamh Smyth�  The conference is a joint undertaking between 
the European Parliament, the European Council and the European Commission acting as equal 
partners with the member states of the European Union�  It was inaugurated on 9 May and will 
hold its inaugural plenary meeting on 19 June�  I am sure the House will join me in wishing the 
delegation well in its important work�

15/06/2021J00600An tOrd Gnó - Order of Business

15/06/2021J00700An Ceann Comhairle: The House has agreed that, for the duration of the Covid emergency, 
the rapporteur’s report will be taken as read�  It has been agreed by the Committee on Standing 
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Orders and Dáil Reform that, for a trial period of three weeks from today, a single question shall 
be put on the business arrangements for the week�  Where a member of a party or group objects 
to the Order of Business, no further contribution may be made by any member of that party or 
group on the Order of Business�  Any objection shall not exceed one minute�  The Government 
shall make a single response to the objections and that response shall not exceed three minutes�  
Are those arrangements acceptable for the trial period?  I take it they are�

Are the proposed arrangements for this week agreed?

15/06/2021J00800Deputy Thomas Pringle: Not agreed�  I acknowledge that the Government has arranged 
for a discussion on the Stobart Air situation on Thursday�  In doing that, however, it has cut the 
debate on fishing.  I want that to be addressed because-----

15/06/2021J00900Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach (Deputy Jack Chambers): The 
time has gone back�

15/06/2021J01000Deputy Thomas Pringle: That is okay�  I thank the Minister of State�

15/06/2021J01100Deputy Mattie McGrath: I wish to object on the basis that we will have such a limited 
debate on reform of the Common Agricultural Policy, CAP�  Our group will have six minutes, 
which will be inadequate for such a serious issue.  The debate on fishing has also been pruned, 
although I know that is being done to allow for other important matters�  Both of these indus-
tries are under the aegis of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine�  We need 
a proper, meaningful and thorough debate on CAP and its implications for Ireland and Irish 
farmers�  We want more time�  Groups like ours, the Rural Independent Group, have just six 
minutes each.  The fishing industry has been wiped out.  Fishers will come to Dublin next week 
to protest, and rightly so�

15/06/2021J01200Deputy Jennifer Whitmore: Will the Taoiseach consider asking the Minister for Children, 
Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth to attend the House to discuss the mother and baby 
homes commission?  The State is defending in the High Court the commission’s report�  At the 
same time, the Minister is saying that he believes survivors and that an independent review 
should be done�  We need to know which is the position�  The Government is talking out of both 
sides of its mouth on this matter�  Time must be set aside for the Minister to answer questions 
because survivors need clarity about what is happening�  The time given for the climate Bill and 
the guillotine on the Bill are inappropriate�  The rush to get this Bill through is undemocratic�  
We had 230 amendments last week, none of which was taken�  There has been an inordinate 
rush to get this legislation through�  While I understand its importance, we need to have a dis-
cussion on it and people’s voices need to be heard�  I ask that more time be given for the Bill�

15/06/2021K00200Deputy Denis Naughten: I also raise concerns regarding the rushing of Report Stage of 
the climate Bill�  Legitimate questions on the impact of this legislation have been raised in the 
House but not answered.  On the financial impacts alone, we are not getting basic answers.  On 
19 May, I asked the Taoiseach to ensure the McKinsey report on the cost of decarbonisation up 
to 2050 is published before we pass this law�  Since then, the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council has 
highlighted the lack of detail on the costs and challenges in achieving Ireland’s climate goals�  
On Thursday, the day after we pass this legislation through all Stages, the Committee on Bud-
getary Oversight will commence hearings on the cost of climate change�  We accept we need 
the new legal tools�  None of us disagrees with that�  However, we are rushing this legislation 
through without legitimate answers to legitimate questions�
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15/06/2021K00300Deputy Mick Barry: The climate Bill debate should not be guillotined�  Amendments 
should not be ruled out in the way they have been�  I say that despite the fact many of the 
amendments are from right-wing opponents of climate progress�  More time should be allowed 
for a debate on this key issue�

Time should also be provided for brief statements alongside the moving of the writ for the 
Dublin Bay South by-election.  Important issues are at stake.  It is the first opportunity since the 
general election for part of the electorate to have its say on the housing crisis�  If the by-election 
is lost by the Government, it will have profound impacts on it�  There should be a debate on it�

15/06/2021K00400The Taoiseach: I welcome the fact we are having a debate on fisheries.  In fairness, Deputy 
Christy O’Sullivan has been pushing this for some time�  It is good we have 200 minutes allo-
cated for the debate, which others have also sought, and we should have it�

On the Common Agricultural Policy, the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, is 
in talks on that today and on an ongoing basis�  We will be able to facilitate a debate, perhaps 
not this week but certainly-----

(Interruptions).

15/06/2021K00600The Taoiseach: A debate is scheduled this week and we will come back to it again�  In other 
words, this will continue for a bit in terms of the Common Agricultural Policy�

On the fisheries issue, I have beefed up the social dialogue process within my Department 
because of the significant issues arising for the fishing industry, not just in the context of the 
control plan but also in the context of Brexit and other issues, such as next year’s review of 
quota and so on�  I am having a social dialogue sectoral meeting with a representative group of 
the fishing industry.

15/06/2021K00700Deputy Mattie McGrath: It is slightly late�

15/06/2021K00800The Taoiseach: No, it is not�  We had similar structured dialogue prior to Brexit�  We need a 
structured approach with the fishing industry to deal with the issues in a frank and realistic way 
and to deal with how we can best help the industry to deal with the significant challenges be-
fore it.  Unfortunately, distortions that we were against having a debate on the fishing industry 
were put about the place�  A screen-grab of a vote on the Order of Business was used to distort�  
Someone voting to have an Order of Business was somehow transformed into someone being 
against the fishing industry.  It is disreputable behaviour that that kind of stuff goes on in mod-
ern politics�  The Deputies should be a bit more mature than that�

15/06/2021K00900Deputy Mattie McGrath: The Taoiseach has abandoned them�

15/06/2021K01000The Taoiseach: The Order of Business is agreed by the Business Committee and sometimes 
people vote for the Business Committee’s Order of Business�  It does not mean they are against 
holding a debate on something else�  It is unfair to cast that aspersion on Members�  When 
Members vote for an Order of Business that has been agreed by the Business Committee, that 
suddenly gets translated as these Deputies being against the sector on which another Deputy 
sought a debate�  That is too cynical by half and it goes on far too often in the House�

On Deputy Whitmore’s question, the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration 
and Youth is reflecting on that situation and will be coming to Government next week on it.  I 
do not think he has any issue with coming before the committee�  He has indicated to me and 



Dáil Éireann

468

to the Government that he wants to come before the committee and the House more generally� 

15/06/2021L00200Deputy Jennifer Whitmore: Is the Taoiseach referring to the Dáil?

15/06/2021L00300The Taoiseach: Yes�  On the guillotine, as it has been described, of the Climate Action 
and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Bill 2021, we are on Report Stage of this com-
prehensive, groundbreaking legislation�  As a former Minister responsible for climate action, 
Deputy Naughten knows better than most the enormous challenges facing society in meeting 
our climate targets�  Four hours have been allowed for Report Stage�  We need to get moving 
and get on with it�

15/06/2021L00400An Ceann Comhairle: We have to get on with it here as well because the time is up�

15/06/2021L00500The Taoiseach: We have a huge agenda ahead of us and that is the basis upon which we are 
trying to impose time limits�

15/06/2021L00600An Ceann Comhairle: Are the arrangements for the week’s business agreed to?

15/06/2021L00700Deputy Mattie McGrath: Not agreed�

Question put: “That the proposal for dealing with this week’s business be agreed to�”

The Dáil divided: Tá, 24; Níl, 19; Staon, 0.
Tá Níl Staon

 Berry, Cathal.  Barry, Mick.
 Cannon, Ciarán.  Clarke, Sorca.

 Carey, Joe.  Collins, Michael.
 Chambers, Jack.  Cullinane, David.
 Costello, Patrick.  Gannon, Gary.

 Cowen, Barry.  Harkin, Marian.
 Crowe, Cathal.  Kelly, Alan.

 Durkan, Bernard J.  McGrath, Mattie.
 Farrell, Alan.  Mitchell, Denise.
 Flaherty, Joe.  Munster, Imelda.

 Griffin, Brendan.  Naughten, Denis.
 Haughey, Seán.  O’Reilly, Louise.

 Hourigan, Neasa.  O’Rourke, Darren.
 Lawless, James.  Ó Murchú, Ruairí.
 Martin, Micheál.  Pringle, Thomas.

 McGrath, Michael.  Quinlivan, Maurice.
 Moynihan, Aindrias.  Tully, Pauline.
 Noonan, Malcolm.  Whitmore, Jennifer.
 O’Dowd, Fergus.  Wynne, Violet-Anne.

 Phelan, John Paul.
 Richmond, Neale.

 Ring, Michael.
 Shanahan, Matt.
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 Smith, Brendan.

Tellers: Tá, Deputies Brendan Griffin and Jack Chambers; Níl, Deputies Mattie McGrath 
and Michael Collins�

Question declared carried�

3 o’clock

15/06/2021N00200Ceisteanna ar Reachtaíocht a Gealladh - Questions on Promised Legislation

15/06/2021N00300Deputy Darren O’Rourke: I want to raise the crisis facing our aviation sector�  The col-
lapse of Stobart Air last weekend came as another major blow for the sector and for our regional 
economies�  The announcement followed the recent Aer Lingus base closures in Cork and Shan-
non.  After 15 very difficult months, hundreds of workers have been made redundant.  It is now 
reported that Nordica, the Estonian state-owned airline, may take over the Kerry-Dublin route�  
This is welcome, as any future re-establishment of public service obligation, PSO, routes would 
be�

However, it begs the question as to why more was not done to protect Irish jobs, which 
could now be outsourced�  Why was more not done to protect connectivity?  Connectivity and 
regional economies are at risk and jobs are lost�  The Minister for Transport, Deputy Eamon 
Ryan’s hands-off approach is seriously damaging Irish aviation.  We need a survival and recov-
ery plan now�  What action will this Government take to help the aviation sector and secure the 
future of our regional airports?

15/06/2021O00200The Taoiseach: The Deputy has moved fast on aviation from a position where he wanted 
nobody travelling in or out of here after Christmas and was urging me to bring in mandatory 
hotel quarantining in double quick time, to suddenly turning around and saying it is all the 
Government’s fault�

Covid-19 has decimated travel�  The Government has provided a range of services and in 
particular, we want to get back connectivity to Kerry and Donegal airports as quickly as we pos-
sibly can�  Good progress is being made on that�  This was a sudden announcement by Stobart 
Air that it had ceased trading�  Aer Lingus and BA CityFlyer will operate temporary replace-
ment services, which will cover most of the affected routes operating out of Dublin and Belfast 
city airports operated by Stobart Air under a franchise agreement with Aer Lingus�  This will 
allow passengers who are affected to return home.  Kerry and Donegal airports, as the Deputy 
knows, have been supported by Government under the PSO arrangement with about €7 mil-
lion per annum�  The current contract is due to expire on 31 January 2022�  We discussed the 
replacement of those PSO services linking Dublin, Donegal and Kerry as quickly as possible at 
Cabinet today�  That is happening in real time�

15/06/2021O00300Deputy Alan Kelly: The Taoiseach has repeatedly said that his number one priority is hous-
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ing�  Over the last eight years, house prices have risen by 68%�  As the Taoiseach is aware, my 
party is putting forward a Bill tomorrow to implement the Kenny report, which the National 
Economic and Social Council, NESC, has already said is necessary and it supports it�  The land 
is a large component of the cost of building a house�  I note that in 2018 the Taoiseach said:

I think implementing [the] Kenny [report] is morally the right thing to do - I don’t think 
there should be windfall profits once land is rezoned but it would also undoubtedly reduce 
the cost of housing because the price of land at the moment is a significant factor in increas-
ing the price of houses�

Based on those comments a couple of years ago, will the Taoiseach support the Labour 
Party’s honest attempt to address this tomorrow through the implementation of the Kenny re-
port in legislation?

15/06/2021O00400The Taoiseach: The Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage will be re-
sponding to the Labour Party’s legislation in a constructive way tomorrow�  That is one issue 
that is in the overall mix and the Minister is preparing a broad housing strategy, namely, Hous-
ing For All�  Our objective is to get as many houses built as quickly as we possibly can using 
every available mechanism to do that�  That is essential�  Housing is the biggest issue facing us 
as a society and we have to demonstrate a capacity and put in place the policies that will enable 
us to build enough social houses and houses that single people and people planning a new home 
can be in a position to afford to buy.

15/06/2021O00500Deputy Alan Kelly: Will the Taoiseach support it?

15/06/2021O00600The Taoiseach: As I said, the Minister will be responding in a constructive way to the legis-
lation�  The Government has assessed this and it will be constructive in response to the Deputy’s 
legislation�

15/06/2021O00700Deputy Gary Gannon: I put it to the Taoiseach that the Government is speaking out of both 
sides of its mouth on the mother and baby homes report�  Today in the High Court, the State will 
strongly defend the report of the mother and baby homes commission in legal action brought 
by survivors against the report�  Simultaneously, the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, 
Integration and Youth, Deputy O’Gorman, has said that he believes survivors and intends to ap-
point an independent expert to review the testimony of survivors given to the confidential com-
mittee�  Which is it?  Does the Government support the report, as it claims in the High Court, or 
does it believe that there are such fundamental problems with it that it is necessary to authorise a 
separate review of the report?  There is an inherent contradiction in the Government’s approach�  
It cannot simultaneously defend the report and suggest that it is so fundamentally flawed that a 
separate review of it is required�  This approach is nonsense�  The Minister needs to make up his 
mind�  He must repudiate the report and ensure that the historical record about this dark period 
in Irish history is accurate�

15/06/2021O00800The Taoiseach: Again, that is a distortion of what the Government’s position is�  The Min-
ister, Deputy O’Gorman, particularly in relation to the testimonies that were given to the confi-
dential committee, wants the voices of survivors to be given proper status in all of this�

15/06/2021P00100Deputy Gary Gannon: The people in the High Court will be looking for a voice today�

15/06/2021P00200The Taoiseach: The Deputy says the report should be repudiated but it is complete�  When 
the Oireachtas decides to establish a commission of investigation, it decides from the outset 
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that it cannot interfere or interrupt the investigation�  The report has been produced and cov-
ers mother and baby homes and the county homes from 1922 to 1998, a span of 76 years�  The 
report is approximately 3,000 pages long.  It is a very comprehensive report that took five years 
to produce�  The recommendations from the report-----

15/06/2021P00300Deputy Gary Gannon: And there is now a review�

15/06/2021P00400The Taoiseach: The Deputy should not keep interrupting�  We want to implement quickly 
the recommendations from the report�  I am clear that the vast majority of people are anxious 
that we get access to information, including birth certificates.  The birth information and tracing 
Bill has been published�  The legislation relating to Tuam is important, as is the redress scheme�  
The Government is focusing on implementing the recommendations�

15/06/2021P00500Deputy Mick Barry: Is the Taoiseach not even a little embarrassed by the proposals pub-
lished on the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment website last Wednesday re-
garding the rights of workers in liquidation situations?  On the issue of honouring collective 
redundancy agreements in liquidation situations, the Government says “No”�  On the issue of 
prioritising workers for payment in liquidation situations, the Government says “No”�  On the 
issue of making employers pay a serious penalty if they refuse to comply with soon-to-be-
extended consultation provisions, the Government again says “No”�  With one Deputy Varad-
kar-like shimmy, the Government has buried half of the Cahill Duffy proposals, ignored the 
key issues raised by the Debenhams dispute and sent a clear message to workers who face job 
losses that they are on their own�  It is interesting that this report was published on a Department 
website in a week the Dáil was in recess�  This begs the question as to whether the Taoiseach is 
embarrassed or ashamed of the Government’s proposals�

15/06/2021P00600The Taoiseach: That is absolutely not the case�  The Tánaiste has published these proposals 
and there will be continuing engagement with the social partners on the matter�  There has al-
ready been engagement�  We want to advance, modernise and improve the situation as it applies 
to redundancies and situations arising out of liquidations�  We also want an improved situation 
more generally to protect employees and in the context of employment protection law�

15/06/2021P00700Deputy Matt Shanahan: Why do we still need public ownership of Shannon develop-
ment?  Should the Western Development Commission still get more than €2 million of public 
money year after year on the nod, to add to its €72 million investment portfolio?  The regional 
problems those organisations set out to address are fully resolved�  One might question if they 
are now victims of their own success�  It is hard to argue against the recent €108 million endow-
ment of the just transition fund for the midlands and another €28 million for the Border fund, 
but the south-east region is in the same economic situation as the midlands and Border regions�  
Surely it also needs a similar strategic development agency and fund�  Will the Taoiseach give 
any commitment that such oversight, presumably related to lack of attention from Cabinet, will 
be remedied?  Will he commit, on behalf of the Government, to the formation and implementa-
tion of a nationally funded, dedicated strategic development agency for the south-east region 
to address the ongoing regional economic deficits which have prevailed unattended for far too 
long?

15/06/2021P00800The Taoiseach: Urban regeneration and development funding has been strong for Water-
ford, in particular, and for wide areas in the south east�  I am not convinced that an agency, as 
outlined by the Deputy, would be the best model to deal with the issue but we are open to all 
proposals for developing increased economic activity in the south east�  The south-east techno-
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logical university is an advance that will significantly help the south-east region into the future.  
It will attract more investment from the State�  Additional funding is going to be provided to 
technological universities through the economic recovery fund from a capital perspective�  The 
investment through the urban regeneration and development fund in the city of Waterford is 
significant.  Sometimes a sectoral approach can be more impactful.

15/06/2021P00900Deputy Mattie McGrath: The reopening of the country has been widely welcomed by 
businesses�  I wish every business that is open all the very best�  We should support them all�  
There are day care centres from Donegal to Tipperary, where there are several, that have tre-
mendous voluntary boards of management, workers and volunteers�  People, especially older 
people, have missed those centres�  They have missed the acts who perform at those centres, the 
likes of Stefan Grace and others, who entertain them free of charge�  It is part and parcel of those 
people’s lives and they need to get back to sharing with their friends�  They have lost many of 
those friends, unfortunately, and some of them have regressed terribly because of having no 
interaction with other people�  They used to have social days that included music, song, dance, 
a meal and access to chiropody, hairdressing or whatever�  Can the Taoiseach give us a date for 
the reopening of the wonderful day care centres throughout the country?  They are desperately 
badly needed from the point of view of our people who are isolated�  Buses bring people into 
the day centres, giving them a day out�  They are not residential facilities, they only provide day 
care.  They do an excellent job and are quite safe.  I am talking about senior citizens.

15/06/2021P01000The Taoiseach: My understanding, from the relevant Minister of State, Deputy Butler, is 
that the reopening and restarting of those centres is under way�  I will follow up on that�  Given 
the success of the vaccination programme, those facilities can be restarted�  I will engage with 
the Minister of State on the matter�

15/06/2021P01100Deputy Marian Harkin: Like the Taoiseach, I have met families whose lives have been 
destroyed by the scandal of mica and pyrite�  We have all seen the gaping cracks in the side 
walls of houses and the holes appearing under windows and doors�  We know that the level of 
financial distress and stigma is huge.  I raised this issue with the Tánaiste nearly five weeks ago 
because Sligo County Council had written to the relevant Minister stating that a minimum of 
140 houses in west Sligo have been significantly damaged by pyrite.  I am asking for Sligo to be 
included in any 100% remediation scheme for homeowners�  Concrete blocks containing pyrite 
and mica do not respect county boundaries�

I listened to the Taoiseach’s earlier responses on this matter�  I heard him say that he does 
not showboat and I accept that�  I am asking for commitment from him that Sligo and any other 
county affected will be included in a 100% redress scheme and that those who have responsibil-
ity will bear it�

15/06/2021P01200The Taoiseach: The Deputy’s point is valid that the defective blocks do not respect county 
boundaries�  The Minister is also disposed to that view and is minded to be inclusive when 
amending the scheme�

15/06/2021P01300Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: Carlow receives €2�7 million less annually from 
local property tax equalisation when compared with other counties of a similar size.  This has 
been acknowledged by the Department and has led to considerable cuts to services�  Carlow 
County Council tells me that it cannot take on extra staff and that it is 30 staff short at the mo-
ment.  It might be looking for even more staff.  The Taoiseach knows that local authorities are 
the hubs of their communities�  Their services are essential�  I believe a review of local property 
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tax is ongoing at the moment�  I ask the Taoiseach to talk to the Minister for Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage, Deputy Darragh O’Brien, and the different Departments.  We need 
to get funding into Carlow County Council�  We cannot do without services and it is unfair that 
we are being neglected like this�

15/06/2021P01400The Taoiseach: In fairness to the Deputy, she has never been slow to speak up and advocate 
for Carlow�  I will engage with the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage in 
respect of this matter, particularly in terms of the equalisation fund and what the Deputy says 
has been a consistent underfunding of Carlow for quite a number of years in the amount of €2�7 
million per year�  I will engage with the Minister and raise with him the points the Deputy has 
raised in respect of the local authority in Carlow�  I fully understand the integral part the local 
authority plays in the development of Carlow town and county�

15/06/2021P01500Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh: I echo the comments of my constituency colleague, Deputy 
Shanahan, in terms of the approach he outlined to a task force for the area�  There is no doubt, 
notwithstanding the urban regeneration and development fund, URDF, and the technological 
university for the south east Ireland, TUSE, that the south east is lagging behind other parts of 
the country any economic indicator, more or less�

I raise the issue of the employment law review that was promised for March of this year, 
to be jointly undertaken by the Departments of Justice and Enterprise, Trade and Employment 
and led by the Minister of State, Deputy Troy�  We have seen a sea change in the world of work 
during the course of the pandemic, in particular, the explosion of remote working, which will 
hopefully move to a blended working model�  We have also seen an expansion of platform 
working, the most visible sign of that being delivery workers�  Our employment law is lagging 
behind.  It is essential that we bring it up to date and make it fit for purse for a post-pandemic 
era�  Where are we in terms of progress on that?

15/06/2021Q00200The Taoiseach: Proposals are being worked on with regard to that issue�  My understand-
ing is that something similar to the company law review process, which was established many 
years ago and has proven to be very effective in the area of ongoing company law review, may 
be developed in respect of employment law review�  I will revert to the Deputy with more sub-
stantive information and details on that�  The point he makes is very fair�

I agree with the Deputy’s point that we must go over and above measures to redress the 
imbalance in economic and social development in the south east�  The only issue is around the 
best mechanisms and models to work through to achieve that objective�

15/06/2021Q00300Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne: As the Taoiseach will know, the weekend announcement 
from Lufthansa regarding the review of the Lufthansa Technik base in Shannon affecting up to 
500 jobs has sent shock waves through County Clare and the mid-west region�  Today, we heard 
that the Minister for Transport, Deputy Eamon Ryan, announced yet another task force; here 
we go again�  This follows numerous task forces and reviews, which have amounted to noth-
ing�  This is an urgent issue that requires urgent action�  I call on the Taoiseach to intervene and 
engage with the stakeholders in the mid-west region, for example, Shannon Chamber and the 
workers affected, and implement recommendations.  More than 13,000 people in County Clare 
have signed a petition in County Clare to save Shannon Airport�

15/06/2021Q00400The Taoiseach: The Government is absolutely committed to Shannon Airport, Cork Airport 
and all the airports and ensuring we can protect them, particularly given the impact of Co-
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vid-19.  Deputies and Senators should always reflect on the policies they announce one month 
as opposed to what they announce the second month.  I am amazed at how everybody who was 
advocating for zero travel has suddenly had a complete change of mind.  I understand it but 
decisions have consequences too�

Covid-19 has been the main factor disrupting travel and undermining the aviation industry�  
It was not governments or anything else�  Deputies jump up and down and say it is the Govern-
ment’s fault�  Covid-19 has disrupted travel�  Mandatory hotel quarantine was brought in�  The 
House urged the Government to bring it in much more quickly�  The task force was a commit-
ment in the programme for Government for the wider Shannon development area�  It is a good 
thing and will yield good results�

15/06/2021Q00500Deputy Joe Carey: The Taoiseach will be aware of the situation that has developed over 
the weekend with Lufthansa Technik, Shannon�  The company is a major employer in the mid-
west, providing 500 highly-skilled jobs�  The Government has invested heavily in this critical 
company over the last 18 months by means of the temporary wage subsidy scheme, TWSS, 
and the employment wage subsidy scheme, EWSS.   The company has also benefited from the 
rates waiver�  It is critically important that the Government and its agencies engage with this 
company and secure the 500 jobs at risk�  The current strategic review is looking at possible 
closure, sale or restructuring�  It is important that the Government, and the Taoiseach, as Head 
of Government, provide every support necessary to secure these jobs�

15/06/2021Q00600The Taoiseach: I absolutely agree�  Government agencies will engage with the company 
because they are high-quality jobs�  They are important jobs that we want to retain in the coun-
try and the region.  The whole area in question has been very effective in creating jobs relating 
to aviation�  The Government will do everything we can to be of support to ensure the retention 
of jobs�

15/06/2021Q00700Deputy Imelda Munster: I raise the serious issue of the lack of a full-time Garda station 
and Garda presence in east Meath�  The area has seen a serious increase an antisocial behaviour, 
drug crime and serious unprovoked attacks�  Frantic calls for help have to go through to Ash-
bourne Garda Station, some 33 km away�  When the Garda Commissioner reduced Garda divi-
sions from 28 to 19, he promised increased visibility and more localised service�  The complete 
opposite has happened in east Meath�  People feel completely abandoned�

Will the Taoiseach commit, in the Government’s capital plan, to include provision for a fit 
for purpose Garda station in the Laytown-Bettystown area?  A population of 22,000 people live 
in that area�  Gardaí are operating from a dilapidated bungalow in the middle of a housing estate 
and only provide Garda service 20 hours per week�  I raised this matter with the Commissioner, 
who is aware there is an issue in the area but continues to ignore it�  Will the Taoiseach raise 
those serious concerns with the Commissioner and commit to including it in the capital plan?

15/06/2021Q00800The Taoiseach: The Government has provided very substantial capital moneys through the 
Department of Justice and Minister for Justice to An Garda Síochána in respect of the capital 
requirements of An Garda Síochána, including Garda stations�  The Garda Commissioner has 
operational authority in terms of the deployment of those resources�  I understand fully the 
needs of County Meath and the Laytown-Bettystown area in particular�  Other Deputies have 
been in touch with me about this matter, which will be kept under review�  I will speak to the 
Minister for Justice about it�
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15/06/2021Q00900Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: I publicly thank the Taoiseach for the Cabinet’s decision and 
commitment with regard to Kerry Airport and our public service obligation, PSO, routes to 
Dublin�  This is of vital importance�  The Taoiseach knows how important it was that this life-
line was kept open for us during the pandemic because of healthcare and other necessities, for 
which the airport is required�  That PSO is of such importance�

We must remember that Ireland is an island of air connectivity, however�  It is not just critical 
but critical care for both passengers and cargo�  A Government is elected to serve all its people, 
which means regional development and balance.  One cannot find a balance in anything; it must 
be created�  In recent days and weeks, we have had the closure of the Aer Lingus crew base at 
Shannon Airport and the collapse of Stobart Air�  I sympathise with the workers who operated 
the PSO services on behalf of Aer Lingus to counties Kerry and Donegal and lost their jobs�

We are all aware that the west extends from Kerry to Donegal�  We have a huge decline in 
air services on the whole�  I thank the Taoiseach for his commitment to Kerry but ask him to 
ensure that continues�

15/06/2021Q01000The Taoiseach: I thank the Deputy for conveying his thanks to the Government for work-
ing to restore services in very quick time between Dublin and Kerry�  I am fully aware of the 
importance of Kerry Airport to enterprise in Kerry and surrounding areas�  It is an enterprising 
county�  Kerry technology park in Tralee, for example, has some very groundbreaking compa-
nies�  Killarney tourism is probably the model around the country�  Many people need connec-
tivity�  Kerry has companies such as Liebherr, one of the oldest foreign direct investment, FDI, 
companies that came into country�  There has always been a strong enterprising spirit in Kerry, 
which needs to be reflected in connectivity.  It has always had connectivity issues in terms of 
road transport and geographic location�  The airport is, therefore, important to that location�  We 
are very committed to the PSO provision to facilitate the continued operation of flights in and 
out of Kerry�

15/06/2021Q01100An Ceann Comhairle: We are out of time�  Apologies to the four Deputies who have not 
been reached today�

15/06/2021Q01200Arrangements on the Order of Business: Motion

15/06/2021Q01300Minister of State at the Department of the Taoiseach(Deputy Jack Chambers): I move:

That notwithstanding anything in Standing Orders, and with effect until Thursday 1st 
July, 2021—

(1) subject to paragraph (2), where there is opposition to an arrangement or arrange-
ments on the Order of Business, or where an amendment or amendments have been pro-
posed to the arrangements, the Ceann Comhairle may permit a statement not exceeding 
one minute thereon from the Leader or a representative of each party or group in Op-
position, and a representative of Government may make a statement in response which 
shall not exceed three minutes;

(3) a single question shall be put from the Chair in relation to the arrangements for 
the sitting week; and

(4) the clock shall be stopped for the first division claimed on the Order of Business, 
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but shall not be stopped for any second or subsequent division, and otherwise this ses-
sional Order shall not impact on the overall 30 minutes set out in Standing Order 35(2)
(d)�

Question put and agreed to�

15/06/2021Q01450Teachtaireachtaí ón Seanad - Messages from Seanad

15/06/2021Q01500An Ceann Comhairle: Seanad Éireann has passed the Health and Criminal Justice (Co-
vid-19) (Amendment) Bill 2021, without amendment�  Seanad Éireann has passed the Criminal 
Justice (Perjury and Related Offences) Bill 2018, without amendment.

15/06/2021R00100Message from Select Committee

15/06/2021R00200An Ceann Comhairle: The Select Committee on Environment and Climate Action has 
completed its consideration of the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amend-
ment) Bill 2021 and has made amendments thereto�

15/06/2021R00300Ceisteanna - Questions

15/06/2021R00350British-Irish Co-operation

15/06/2021R004001� Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Taoiseach if legacy issues were discussed during his 
recent meeting with Prime Minister Johnson� [27628/21]

15/06/2021R005002� Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Taoiseach if the need to implement in full the Stor-
mont House Agreement was discussed during his recent meeting with Prime Minister Johnson� 
[27629/21]

15/06/2021R006003� Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Taoiseach the outcome of discussions he has had 
with the British Prime Minister with regard to the impact of Brexit, the Northern Ireland pro-
tocol and the degree to which all parties have seen possibilities for resolution of outstanding 
issues arising from Brexit �  [27952/21]

15/06/2021R007004� Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Taoiseach if he will report on his recent meeting with the 
UK Prime Minister� [29458/21]

15/06/2021R00800The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos� 1 to 4, inclusive, together�

I met with the Prime Minister, Mr� Boris Johnson, in Chequers on Friday, 14 May�  We had a 
constructive engagement across a number of issues�  Our discussions focused on ways our two 
Governments can continue to work together to support all the institutions of the Good Friday 
Agreement and promote peace and prosperity on both a North-South and east-west basis�  We 
also discussed issues around implementation of the Northern Ireland protocol and stressed the 
importance of addressing implementation issues in the agreed European Union-United King-
dom framework�
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We discussed the long journey of the Ballymurphy families to achieve justice and vindicate 
the innocence of their loved ones�  In that context, I emphasised the importance of the British 
Government responding to the families in a way that recognises the gravity of the findings of 
the inquiry, which categorically established that ten innocent people were killed�  As well as dis-
cussing Ballymurphy specifically, Prime Minister Johnson and I spoke about legacy issues and 
how best to secure progress and answers for the many families who have been pursuing truth 
and justice for far too many years�  These include the families of those killed in the Dublin and 
Monaghan bombings on 17 May 1974, the Dublin bombings of 1972 and 1973 and the bombing 
of Kay’s Tavern in Dundalk, as well as that of Seamus Ludlow and the families of those killed 
in atrocities in Belturbet and elsewhere, all of whom the Government is fully committed to sup-
porting in line with the programme for Government commitment and the three motions passed 
unanimously by Dáil Éireann�

I was clear with the Prime Minister that every family bereaved in the conflict should have 
access to an effective investigation and a process of justice, regardless of the perpetrator.  The 
Stormont House Agreement framework allows for the crucial elements we need, namely, inves-
tigations, truth recovery, oral history, reconciliation and acknowledgement�  While the Govern-
ment is ready to engage and work with the British Government and the Northern Ireland parties 
in regard to any concerns around the aspects of the implementation of the Stormont House 
Agreement, I made clear that this must be a collaborative and collective process�  I also made 
clear that unilateral action cannot be the basis of any sustainable way forward�  We will continue 
to engage with the UK Government on this�

We also discussed British-Irish relations�  We are both ambitious for the development of the 
next phase of the bilateral relationship, framed around a number of areas of common interest, 
including research and innovation, sport and tackling climate change�  We had a good exchange 
on the response to the Covid-19 pandemic and the value of working together�  The Prime Min-
ister and I agreed to remain in close touch over the coming weeks�

15/06/2021R00900Deputy Brendan Smith: I thank the Taoiseach for his reply�  I am very glad both he and 
Prime Minister Johnson committed to supporting all the institutions of the Good Friday Agree-
ment�  The agreement must be implemented in all its aspects, with no cherry-picking of its 
provisions�  It is very important that the Taoiseach raised a number of atrocities that were com-
mitted, including, unfortunately, some in my constituency, namely, the Belturbet bombing and 
the Monaghan bombings, as well as the Dublin bombings�

On many occasions in this House and in committees, I have repeated my call for a full, 
thorough and comprehensive investigation into the Belturbet bombing of December 1972�  That 
appalling atrocity resulted in the death of two young teenagers, Geraldine O’Reilly from Bel-
turbet and Patrick Stanley from Clara, County Offaly.  Last September, the University of Not-
tingham provided information to me, through the work of Professor Edward Burke, which I 
put on the record of the House�  I am very glad the Minister, Deputy McEntee, referred that 
information to An Garda Síochána for investigation�  The work done by the University of Not-
tingham, involving research into state papers in Britain, clearly shows there was collusion by 
state forces in Northern Ireland with the UVF and other paramilitaries, which resulted in a 
bomb being brought across the Border from County Fermanagh into Belturbet that cost the lives 
of two young people and caused injuries to many more�  Unfortunately, the perpetrators have 
never been brought to justice for that heinous crime�  We need a comprehensive investigation in 
Northern Ireland into the atrocity�  It happened nearly 50 years ago but it is never too late to get 
to the truth�  I have campaigned along with the O’Reilly and Stanley families, who have made 
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their case with great dignity despite their terrible grieving for the loss of their young family 
members�  I am very glad the Taoiseach has raised this matter and I sincerely hope the informa-
tion I put on the record of the House will be thoroughly investigated by the Northern Irish and 
British authorities�

In regard to the Dublin and Monaghan bombings, it is absolutely reprehensible that the 
British Government has not responded to the requests of this Parliament in July 2008, May 
2011 and May 2016, when we, as a Dáil, unanimously passed motions calling on the British 
Government to give access to an independent international legal person to all files and papers 
pertaining to the Dublin and Monaghan bombings of 17 May 1974�  The 47th anniversary of 
that desperate atrocity, when 33 people were killed and hundreds more injured, has just passed�  
The Taoiseach will agree it is absolutely scandalous that the British Government has not re-
sponded to the unanimous calls from this sovereign Parliament on three occasions for Britain 
to co-operate in a meaningful way and advance the investigation into an atrocity that resulted 
in the greatest number of deaths in a single day during the era of the Troubles on this island�

15/06/2021R01000Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: I thank the Taoiseach for his comprehensive reply�  Does he 
remain satisfied regarding the sincerity of the British Government in undertaking to ensure that 
the letter and spirit of the Northern protocol are accepted and implemented in full?  There are 
things happening on an ongoing basis that appear to undermine the protocol�  At the same time, 
the protocol seems to be blamed for any issue that has arisen when, in fact, Brexit is the real 
reason for those issues�  That was pointed out in the beginning to everybody involved�  More-
over, the British Government knew full well what the consequences would be before all this 
debate started�  At this stage, it should be mentioned again that the people of Northern Ireland 
did not vote for Brexit but are being forced to accept it�  The economy of Northern Ireland is 
being forced to accept the downside of Brexit just because it suited the British Government at 
the time�  Will the Taoiseach continue to impress upon his British colleagues the necessity to 
ensure that any agreement reached is honoured in full, with no exceptions?

15/06/2021R01100Deputy Alan Kelly: It is a month since the Taoiseach met Boris Johnson and vowed to 
work with him on Northern Ireland’s future in the aftermath of the Ballymurphy inquiry report�  
He described it at the time as a constructive discussion�  However, things have deteriorated in-
credibly since then and there is deep concern across a whole range of issues�  Last Sunday, Mr� 
Johnson said he would do whatever it takes to protect the territorial integrity of the UK, as he 
recklessly wound up tensions over the Northern Ireland protocol�  Following on from that, we 
have had various loyalists saying they are coming to Dublin with their protests�  They are play-
ing with fire, as I am sure the Taoiseach agrees.  One thing follows the other and there has been 
a deliberate stoking of the issue just as the power-sharing institutions at Stormont are at risk�

This is a cyclical process and we have been here before�  Now, however, the situation seems 
to be more sinister and dangerous and the British are all but threatening to trigger Article 16 at 
the end of the month�  Can the Taoiseach give the House an honest assessment of where we are 
at in this regard?  Such a development would be potentially devastating to the peace process�  
Has he any sense of what is being talked about in terms of the EU applying trade sanctions and 
tariffs, if that happens?  We hope it will not.  Has he spoken to Boris Johnson since the weekend 
and, if not, does he intend to do so?  The next month or month and a half is going to be incred-
ibly tense�

15/06/2021R01200Deputy Paul Murphy: Did the Taoiseach discuss the Delta variant with the Prime Min-
ister?  Despite the vaccination programme in the UK being well advanced, the spread of this 
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variant has forced the Government there to delay the reopening�  When I raised this issue in the 
House three weeks ago, we had 70 cases of the Delta variant here and now we have 130-plus 
cases�  There is a real danger of it getting out of control�  The variant presents a real danger to 
people’s health, to their lives and to our ability to reopen society, provided it manages to beat 
us as we race to get people fully vaccinated�  This is because it is 50% more transmissible and 
because one dose of the either the AstraZeneca or the Pfizer vaccine is not very effective against 
the Delta variant�

We need to take action now before it is too late, before the spread of this variant means that 
we cannot reopen and before it impacts on people’s health and lives�  The question is whether 
the Taoiseach accepts that what he is talking about with respect to extending at-home quar-
antine does not cut it�  Many people cannot quarantine at home�  There is also no supervisory 
mechanism�  Will he move to introduce mandatory hotel quarantine for a period of a couple of 
months to allow us to stay ahead of the Delta variant?  Will he act to reduce the time between 
doses for people in the older and more vulnerable categories so they are not vulnerable to this 
variant?

15/06/2021S00200An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Quinlivan was indicating�

15/06/2021S00300Deputy Maurice Quinlivan: I am deputising for Deputy McDonald�  The seventh meet-
ing of the EU-UK joint committee took place recently.  It was Lord David Frost’s first meeting 
as co-chair since he replaced Michael Gove, MP�  This change in personnel does not appear to 
have had any material impact on the British Government’s approach to the work of the joint 
committee.  From the comments of the European Commission Vice President, Maroš Šefčovič, 
following the meeting in question, it is clear that the EU’s patience is running out and that fur-
ther unilateral actions by the British Government are a real cause of concern�  In light of this, 
US President Joe Biden’s intervention in support of the Irish protocol and the Good Friday 
Agreement must be welcomed.  Despite some of the vexatious public commentary on the flow 
of trade between the North and Britain, it is opinion of businesses and people in the North that 
operational challenges can be resolved for access to both the EU and British markets�  It is 
critical therefore that all stakeholders speak with a unified voice to the effect that any further 
unilateral action by the British Government cannot be tolerated�  It is our expectation that this 
is, and will continue to be, the clear message from the Taoiseach and his officials when engag-
ing with their British counterparts�

15/06/2021S00400The Taoiseach: I thank Deputies for raising those various issues�  Deputy Brendan Smith 
has been a very strong advocate for the Stanley and Reilly families for many years regarding 
the murder of their loved ones, Patrick and Geraldine, in the 1972 Belturbet bombing and also 
in respect of the Dublin and Monaghan bombings�  The information about the Nottingham 
University research which the Deputy referred to has been forwarded, as he said, to the Min-
ister for Justice and may establish that there was collusion with the UVF in the context of that 
heinous crime�  We will continue to pursue those issues�  The key point is that the Stormont 
House Agreement provides us with mechanisms to deal with some of these cases but there must 
be political will on all fronts�  The British Government must also be clearer about providing 
access to its files.  The Irish Government has been open about any assertions of collusion in the 
Republic in respect of certain crimes and the Smithwick tribunal was an example of this�  We 
continue to be open-minded about co-operating with any allegations or assertions in that regard 
but equally the British Government and other parties must come forward as well, in the form 
of giving full access to information and to all the files and papers relating to the Dublin and 
Monaghan bombings, as Deputy Brendan Smith has articulated�  There must also a collective 
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approach to legacy issues; there cannot be a unilateral one�

On issue of the protocol, which was raised by Deputy Durkan and others, the key avenues 
for resolving this are the Šefčovič-Frost discussions, the joint committee, the mechanisms in 
place in the Trade and Cooperation Agreement, the withdrawal agreement and the protocol 
itself.  Where there is a will there is a way.  I have spoken to Vice President Šefčovič and I 
have met with the Prime Minister and the Secretary of State, Lord Frost�  The issues that are 
outstanding can without question be resolved if there is a will to resolve them and progress can 
be made�  It is important all sides go at this with a view to, as Deputy Kelly said, defusing ten-
sions and doing the responsible and sensible thing here to deal with the trading aspects of this 
protocol�  The intervention by the American Administration last week, in making it clear that 
agreeing a sanitary and phytosanitary, SPS, agreement would not impair the capacity of the UK 
to do a comprehensive trade deal with the US, is significant.  An SPS agreement was something 
the UK had advanced as being problematic�  An SPS agreement would potentially remove up 
to 80% of the issues that have arisen�  There are issues to be resolved, but I am convinced of 
Europe’s bona fides in this regard and of its desire to have these issues resolved.

I should say we are not at the stage of trade tariffs, sanctions or anything like that yet.  There 
needs to be serious engagement on the issues�  If there is serious engagement, progress will be 
made�  There is no doubt about that�  The issue is whether people want progress to be made and 
whether there is a political will to make progress�  The latter must be there on all sides�

15/06/2021S00500An Ceann Comhairle: I apologise to the Taoiseach but we are out of time�  We must move 
on�

15/06/2021S00550Departmental Strategies

15/06/2021S006005� Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the statement of strategy of 
his Department� [29457/21]

15/06/2021S007006� Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the statement of 
strategy of his Department� [29781/21]

15/06/2021S008007� Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the statement of strategy 
of his Department� [29784/21]

15/06/2021S009008� Deputy Bríd Smith asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the statement of strategy of 
his Department� [29786/21]

15/06/2021S010009� Deputy Jennifer Whitmore asked the Taoiseach if he will report on the statement of 
strategy of his Department� [31557/21]

15/06/2021S0110010� Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach when the annual report of his De-
partment for 2020 will be published� [31802/21]

15/06/2021S01200The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos� 5 to 10, inclusive, together�

My Department’s new statement of strategy, published earlier this year, reflects the role 
of the Department to support me, as Taoiseach, and the Government to develop a sustainable 
economy and a successful society, to pursue Ireland’s interests abroad, to implement the Gov-
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ernment’s programme and to build a better future for Ireland and all her citizens.  The statement 
of strategy outlines the context and challenges ahead in pursuing this goal and is reflected in 
the six strategic priorities for the period ahead�  These are: support for me, as Taoiseach, and 
the Government; securing our future by tackling Covid-19, Brexit and climate action; restoring 
the economy, including an absolute focus on housing; building a better society; strengthen-
ing Ireland’s place in Europe and the wider world; and building consensus on a shared island, 
North-South and east-west�

The system of Cabinet committees has already been restructured to reflect these priorities 
to ensure that Government policy is well harmonised and responsive�  The statement of strat-
egy has been developed with particular reference to the immediate challenges presented by the 
Covid-19 pandemic and Brexit, but my Department will continue to be responsive to new and 
emerging challenges in the future�  In addition to its ongoing work, my Department will under-
take new work streams including the new shared island unit, the Future of Media Commission 
and developing social dialogue�  It will also ensure the collective work on housing and climate 
action is prioritised right across all Departments�

My Department’s annual report for 2020 will be finalised and published in the coming weeks 
and will set out the work of my Department last year, much of which involved supporting the 
whole-of-government response to the Covid-19 pandemic.  Over the past year, officials in my 
Department have been working night and day on matters related to the pandemic and pulling 
together the different departmental strands of that, ensuring a collective Government response.  
I pay tribute to all the senior officials in the Department of the Taoiseach for the extraordinary 
effort that has been required from the outset of the pandemic right up to today.  It has been out 
of the ordinary in terms of the normal duties civil servants have had to attend to�  It has been 
extraordinary work and speaks well of our public service more generally�  The same applies to 
many other Departments�

15/06/2021S01400Deputy Alan Kelly: Three of the Taoiseach’s key strategic priorities for his Department are 
securing our future after Covid-19, restoring the economy and strengthening our place in the 
world.  I want to refer to two very different issues.  The first is something that has been raised 
continually in the House, namely, aviation�  We all know the issues relating to Stobart Air and 
the loss of 480 jobs, the regional connectivity and the public service obligation, PSO, which 
I believe will be brought back�  There is the issue relating to Lufthansa Technik in Shannon, 
which is very close to my own area, and a range of other issues regarding aviation�  We clearly 
need a plan�  The Minister for Transport this morning stated there would be a task force for 
Shannon but will the Taoiseach elaborate on what that will be?  Sometimes task forces work 
and sometimes they do not�  I was part of one that worked and I have seen others implemented 
by various Governments, including those of which I was a part, that may not have achieved as 
much as desired�  The position of chair of Shannon Airport is still vacant�  We need a longer-
term plan for Shannon, perhaps up to 20 years�  Some Government must be brave enough to 
deal with Foynes, Shannon Airport and the entire area in one go�

With regard to the cyberattack on the HSE, there are two reports, with one commissioned 
by the board and another from an international agency�  When will we have sight of those?  We 
will need to look at them to consider what we must do when we progress our infrastructure for 
healthcare�

15/06/2021T00200Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: The Taoiseach’s statement of strategy makes several com-
mitments to supporting those affected by Covid-19 and assisting their economic recovery, al-
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lowing them to plan for a post-Covid future�  One of the groups - I have raised this repeatedly 
with the Taoiseach - with a very uncertain future which has seen a massive and continuing 
adverse effect from Covid-19 is taxi drivers.  After the Minister for Transport’s announcement 
of a so-called package of support last week, taxi drivers wrote to the Taoiseach again to express 
their extraordinary disappointment at the failure of the Government to meet any of the demands 
they made.  They made five very simple demands to save the taxi industry and their livelihoods.  
These included a financial package to cover ongoing costs, a moratorium on future licences and, 
critically, an extension of the requirement to replace a vehicle after nine years to approximately 
15 years, given the loss of income and major debts taxi drivers would have to incur in a very 
uncertain position if they had to finance new vehicles.  There were also requests to disband the 
taxi advisory committee, which the group feels is unrepresentative of taxi drivers, and the pro-
vision of access to bus corridors�  None of those demands was met�

When the Taoiseach met representatives of the four taxi groups that organised the recent 
protest, he said he would get back to them about their demands but he did not do it�  There was 
an announcement but there was no response from the Taoiseach and none of the demands was 
met�  It is really not acceptable�

15/06/2021T00300Deputy Paul Murphy: Five years ago, after Clerys left its workers high and dry, the Duffy 
Cahill report proposed a series of measures to prevent such an occurrence from being repeated�  
Five years of delay meant the Debenhams workers were left without legal protection when their 
company did the same to them�  The promise was always that the Government would eventually 
take action�

Last week, the Government announced what it would do about the key recommendations of 
the Duffy Cahill report, namely, absolutely nothing.  The key demand of workers from Clerys, 
Debenhams and elsewhere - that their collective redundancy agreements would be honoured in 
a liquidation process - has been rejected by the Ministers of State, Deputies Robert Troy and 
Damien English.  The Duffy Cahill report recommended that companies that failed to provide 
proper consultation before liquidation should face serious sanctions of up to two years’ of pay 
but the Ministers of State, Deputies Troy and English, want to overrule that recommendation 
and continue with a greatly reduced four-week sanction, which amounts to a mere slap on 
the wrist�  The Irish Congress of Trade Unions called for Labour Court awards to be given 
preference in winding up and that has also been rejected, as has the proposal that directors of 
companies who break workers’ rights be restricted from simply moving on to other company 
directorships�

How can the Taoiseach stand over this whitewash of the report from his Ministers of State?  
Instead of pushing through with this betrayal of workers from Clerys and Debenhams, will he 
intervene now to ensure the Duffy Cahill proposals are implemented in full to protect workers?

15/06/2021T00400Deputy Bríd Smith: The Taoiseach said officials should be congratulated for pulling to-
gether various strands of all the Departments during the Covid-19 pandemic�  I am sure the 
process has been very challenging�  Where in the name of God did the general scheme of the 
Garda Síochána powers Bill, published on Monday by the Minister for Justice, Deputy Heather 
Humphreys, come from?  It was described by one legal academic as a land grab by the Depart-
ment of Justice and having read the information about it, I must agree, particularly in light of 
recent and historical controversies that we have raised here�  It is unacceptable when we think 
of the cases of Dara Quigley, George Nkencho and Terence Wheelock�
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We know emergency powers have been used overwhelmingly in working class areas and 
against young people and there is every chance these new powers will be used in the same way�  
We also know there is an utter lack of accountability when it comes to Garda actions�  Some of 
the shocking details include the fact that search warrants could be issued by Garda superinten-
dents, as opposed to judges�  This reminds me very much of the internment without trial period 
in Northern Ireland�  These powers go too far and are too sweeping�  We must ask where the 
Taoiseach or the Department of Justice believes the need for these powers comes from

Where is the demand for such sweeping powers of the State and police control coming 
from?  We know this started with emergency powers given during the Covid-19 pandemic but 
will the Taoiseach give us the justification for these powers?  It is shocking that the Bill purports 
to allow a position where the presence of a lawyer at an interview would no longer be guaran-
teed�  The Taoiseach may as well ask Garda Commissioner Drew Harris to introduce internment 
without trial as pass this sort of legislation�

15/06/2021T00500Deputy Maurice Quinlivan: The Citizens’ Assembly on gender equality has, in effect, giv-
en the Government a people’s charter for change�  It has set out in clear terms the enhanced role 
of the State in protecting and sustaining society and building a fairer economy�  Many groups 
and individuals engaged in the assembly’s work were alarmed by the Fine Gael Party’s opinion 
of limiting consideration of the assembly’s recommendations to the proposals that require con-
stitutional change�  Establishing a special Oireachtas committee to only consider such matters 
would fly in the face and spirit of the work of the assembly.  In addition to the recommendations 
on the Constitution, the assembly’s work has given clear guidance to the Government on poli-
cies and leadership; caregiving and childcare; domestic, sexual and gender-based violence; pay 
in the workplace; and social protection�  As Dr� Catherine Day has said, the recommendations 
agreed by the citizens do not just call for incremental change but big changes that can make Ire-
land better and a more gender-equal place to live for all of us with changes to the Constitution, 
new laws and policies and stronger enforcement�

Many of these policies intersect so they cannot be considered or addressed in isolation from 
each other�  Does the Taoiseach share Fine Gael’s view that the Oireachtas should limit its con-
sideration to just constitutional recommendations and, if not, will he take responsibility for the 
implementation strategy that is so clearly needed to deliver gender equality for Ireland?

15/06/2021T00600An Ceann Comhairle: Unfortunately, there is very limited time for a response�

15/06/2021T00700The Taoiseach: Deputy Kelly raised the question of aviation and made a very fair point�  
The Government is very clear about the importance of connectivity for our economy and so-
ciety�  I have said repeatedly that we are a small, open economy and society�  Covid-19 has hit 
us hard�  We have provided a direction of travel, so to speak, for resuming travel in a structured 
way from 19 July, arising from our adoption of the European Union Covid certificate.  That 
gives an indication to airlines of where the country will position itself from approximately 19 
July�

Substantial supports have been given to the aviation sector�  Many Deputies are standing up 
to say the Government has neglected aviation and so on but approximately €300 million in sup-
ports has been allocated to aviation�  That includes the employment wage subsidy scheme and 
a range of other income supports�  Additionally, capital funding has been provided to airports, 
with approximately €80 million alone in 2021�  There has been €21 million provided under 
the regional airports programme, as well as €32 million for Cork and Shannon through a new 
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one-year Covid-19 regional State airports programme�  There is a €26 million state aid scheme 
to compensate airport operators for the losses caused by Covid-19 and the travel restrictions 
imposed by Ireland to limit its spread�  That scheme augments supports already in place and will 
help the industry to maintain connectivity and make a recovery from the impact of Covid-19�

Aer Lingus has received very substantial liquidity supports in a loan through the Ireland 
Strategic Investment Fund pandemic stabilisation and recovery fund�

4 o’clock

The bulk of the support to airlines is through the wage subsidy schemes.  They were specifi-
cally designed to maintain the link between employers and employees�  Overall there has been 
very substantial support given to aviation but unfortunately, travel has been way down due to 
the impact of the pandemic�  This is just the reality�

  I am in agreement with Deputy on the Shannon Estuary task force and that it must be 
broadly based�  We want to ensure that the local development plans are developed to stimulate 
economic activity for those areas where we would expect economic developments arising, for 
example from fossil fuel infrastructure, but which is not taking place, but where other infra-
structures can take place such as wind energy.  Offshore wind energy offers substantive op-
portunities in the Shannon Estuary area�  We believe that we need to take on board the wider 
regional agenda there with regard to economic development across transport, logistics, manu-
facturing, renewable energy and tourism, and to develop a strategy to achieve this potential 
with support from the Exchequer�  This is the context of the task force�  The Tánaiste will make 
announcements on the personnel shortly�

15/06/2021U00200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I am not sure where we are at, but the time is up�  Is there 
something else left?

15/06/2021U00300The Taoiseach: There were other queries from Deputies, but I can only deal with them 
within the time I have�  Deputy Boyd Barrett raised the taxis again�  Through the Chair, I do 
not believe that what the Deputy has said is fair�  A package was announced last week that dealt 
with the issues as raised with me in a meeting�  On the extension of the requirement to replace a 
vehicle to 15 years, people wanted an extension but as far as I can see, 15 years was a bit higher 
than-----

15/06/2021U00400Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: It was an extension of ten to 15 years, the same as-----

15/06/2021U00500The Taoiseach: But 15 years was not mentioned�  I stand to be corrected but I do not believe 
that 15 years was identified at the meeting.

On the access to bus lanes, this has been agreed�  I have gone back on numerous occasions 
to double check�  The delegation asked about this in the context of BusConnects�  The Min-
ister, Deputy Eamon Ryan, was clear that they will have access on the arterial routes within 
BusConnects�  Those questions were asked�  There is a reluctance in the Department around 
the moratorium on licences but there are elements to the package announced last week that will 
help financially-----

15/06/2021U00600Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: Paltry�  They were absolutely paltry�

15/06/2021U00700The Taoiseach: -----in addition to the supports already there�
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15/06/2021U00800An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: We are way over time now and I ask the Taoiseach to con-
clude�  We will now move on to the last round of questions�

15/06/2021U00850Cabinet Committees

15/06/2021U0090011� Deputy Alan Kelly asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on education last 
met; and when it will next meet�  [27895/21]

15/06/2021U0100012� Deputy Gary Gannon asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on education 
last met; and when it will next meet�  [29413/21]

15/06/2021U0110013� Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on 
education will next meet�  [29519/21]

15/06/2021U0120014� Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on edu-
cation will next meet�  [29602/21]

15/06/2021U0130015� Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on 
education will next meet�  [31398/21]

15/06/2021U0140016� Deputy Paul Murphy asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on education 
will next meet�  [31401/21]

15/06/2021U0150017� Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee on 
education last met; and when it will next meet�  [31791/21]

15/06/2021U0160018� Deputy Mary Lou McDonald asked the Taoiseach when the Cabinet committee that 
deals with education will next meet� [31828/21]

15/06/2021U01700The Taoiseach: I propose to take Questions Nos� 11 to 18, inclusive, together�  The Cabi-
net committee on education oversees implementation of the programme for Government com-
mitments in the area of education, including preparing for post-Covid education�  This Cabi-
net committee last met on 13 May and discussed topics including special education policy 
in schools, the broader legislative framework governing special education and the increased 
demand for places at third level in 2021 and 2022�

I have regular engagement with Ministers at Cabinet and individually to discuss priority is-
sues relating to their Departments�  In addition, a number of meetings have been held between 
my officials and officials from relevant Departments since the establishment of the Cabinet 
committee in July 2020� 

15/06/2021U01800An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I am surprised at the amount of time left�

15/06/2021U01900The Taoiseach: It will be helpful to all the other Members�

15/06/2021U02000An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Very helpful�

15/06/2021U02100Deputy Alan Kelly: A report in thejournal.ie website has said that the plan to build 400 
multidenominational schools primary schools by 2030 has absolutely no interim targets and 
that there is no roadmap�  Is this true?  If not, then perhaps the Taoiseach will tell us it is not�  
These are so necessary and we in the Labour Party, including Senator Bacik and Deputy Ó 
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Ríordáin, have fought for these for many years�  We need to ensure we have a supply of such 
schools�  Why is there no plan and why are the targets and the roadmap for this not in place?

When does the Taoiseach expect to hold the citizen’s assembly on education, and especially 
with regard to the role of religious orders in education?

The Labour Party has raised the issue of an autism empowerment strategy in the Dáil nu-
merous times, including with a motion, and in particular on the volume of autistic spectrum 
disorder, ASD, units in Dublin 2, 4, 6, 6W, and 12�  There have been lots of pledges�  Again, 
Deputy Ó Ríordáin and Senator Bacik have written to patrons to ensure that pledges will be 
honoured and that there will be resources�  There seems, however, to be a lack of urgency�  Will 
the Taoiseach ensure that the Minister, as has been done quite rightly before, use emergency 
powers to ensure such ASD units are built in time?

15/06/2021U02200Deputy Gary Gannon: I want to talk about compassion within our education and State 
examinations system.  I am no fan of the current leaving certificate model but it worries me 
gravely that we are moving backwards and not forward when it comes to compassion for stu-
dents.  Compassionate leave was granted for the first time in 2019 to students who suffered a 
close family bereavement over the course of their written examinations�  I believe that this leave 
did not go far enough, as it extended only to three days’ leave from examinations�  Almost 50 
students availed of this leave in 2019�  Almost 50 students who could have lost a parent or a 
sibling on a Monday were expected to return for their examinations on the Thursday�  This is 
the most compassionate the leaving certificate has ever been but we have removed it for this 
year�  Tomorrow, if a student who is due to take the French paper takes ill or experiences an 
epileptic seizure or any medical emergency, there is no alternative arrangement in place for the 
student to take the examinations at a later date�  As the Taoiseach has said himself, the current 
system is too inflexible.  We have crossed the Rubicon in respect of the leaving certificate due 
to Covid.  I ask the Taoiseach that we introduce the bereavement leave as offered to students in 
2019 and go far beyond what was offered by investigating the accredited grade model in order 
that a student who experiences exceptional circumstances at any point in his or her sixth year 
can avail of an accredited grade�

15/06/2021U02300Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan: I welcome the Taoiseach’s comments that the Cabinet sub-
committee on education has met to discuss special education in particular�  I have spoken re-
peatedly with the Taoiseach and with the Minister, Deputy Foley, about this issue over the past 
months�  Following on from what the previous speakers have said, I have a genuine concern 
about provision for ASD students nationwide�  I acknowledge that a lot of resources have been 
pumped in over the past 12 months but it also needs to be acknowledged that more children 
than ever before are getting diagnoses and assessments of need�  I am concerned that there are 
areas of this country and of our own county where the education provision for students with 
ASD is left to the devices of principals in schools�  The policy needs to change�  The Depart-
ment of Education and the Government need to take this issue by the scruff of the neck so that 
where there is demand for provision of such educational services, they will be provided in any 
school that is publicly funded�  I do not believe this to be a major ask�  The Government needs 
to look at this�  There has been a dramatic increase in the number of ASD classes provided, even 
in the short time that we have been in government�  That said, the existing demand needs to be 
addressed�  The best way to do that is to do it from a Department point of view, where the De-
partment makes the decisions on where the services are in demand�  I welcome the Taoiseach’s 
comments on that�
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15/06/2021U02400Deputy Maurice Quinlivan: My party leader, Deputy McDonald, and I have previously 
raised the issue of the Department of Education’s delay in completing the review into the ex 
gratia scheme for those people who were sexually abused while attending Irish primary and 
secondary schools�  We both have noted the hurt and anger this delay continues to cause the 
survivors of Creagh Lane National School in my constituency in Limerick and in many other 
places�  Deputy McDonald wrote to the Taoiseach and to the Minister two months ago on be-
half of the Creagh Lane survivors and to date has received no response�  This is a scandal�  The 
survivors do not even know if they are included in the review system�  When Deputy McDon-
ald raised this matter with the former Minister for Education in December 2019, he stated that 
the ex gratia scheme was being reviewed by his Department�  It would appear from questions 
asked of the current and previous Ministers that little progress has been made in the interven-
ing period�  This is completely unacceptable�  It must be remembered that the only reason there 
is a scheme is down to the heroic efforts of Louise O’Keeffe, who was fought by the State at 
every turn in her campaign for justice�  Even then, the Government sought, wrongly, to limit 
its responsibility to many of the survivors�  Almost two years have passed since the former 
Taoiseach publicly committed to reopening the ex gratia scheme�  Earlier this year, the current 
Taoiseach told the Dáil that he is keen to see the review concluded�  People who were in Creagh 
Lane do not even know whether they are included�  Will the Taoiseach tell us the reasons for the 
protracted delays in the review and what actions will be taken to ensure its conclusion?

15/06/2021V00200Deputy Richard Boyd Barrett: If my constituency is anything to go by, there is a real 
problem with the Department of Education delivering school buildings, autism spectrum disor-
der, ASD, units, which we know are needed, and school facilities�  The latest in a long line of 
examples is St� Mary’s Boys National School in Booterstown�  I met representatives from there 
this week�  They have made a request of the Department of Education for the acquisition of an 
existing building�  Nothing needs to be built�  It has a parish hall available to it for an ASD unit 
and for the additional school facilities it lacks�  There is an acknowledged need for a unit in the 
area but the Department of Education seems to be incapable of making a decision�  When I ask 
questions on the school’s behalf I cannot get an answer�  Will the Taoiseach look into this?  This 
special needs provision is desperately required�

This speaks to a larger problem�  Sallynoggin Educate Together National School has no 
temporary site for a school this September and no permanent site�  Gaelscoil Laighean is mov-
ing between one temporary site and another and is still uncertainty about a permanent site�  Dún 
Laoghaire Educate Together National School is moving from one temporary site to another�  
For years, The Red Door School has been in a completely unsuitable temporary site�  Gaelscoil 
Phadraig in Ballybrack has been in a temporary site for years�  Does the Department understand 
the meaning of planning for schools that exist or for ASD units where there is an acknowledged 
need, and the urgent decision-making required to give people certainty about the provision of 
facilities and school buildings?

15/06/2021V00300Deputy Paul Murphy: Yesterday, the Taoiseach was quoted in The Irish Times as stating 
that the leaving certificate is fair but does not measure the breadth of a person’s ability.  We 
could debate this.  The Taoiseach is using a very narrow definition of what is fair and unfair.  
Yesterday, there was another story in The Irish Times on something that even in this narrow def-
inition appears to be very unfair for a select group of students�  This is the fact that, according to 
the newspaper, significant numbers of leaving certificate students have ended up being marked 
down in their oral examinations this year, through no fault of their own, due to shortcomings in 
the way interviews were conducted, according to some examiners�  The newspaper states one 
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examiner for the German orals marked 78 candidates and estimated that a majority lost marks 
due to omissions on the part of the teachers who conducted the interviews�  The examiner stated 
that to penalise students for no fault of their own is not fair nor is it candidate-centred�  This is 
absolutely correct�  The idea any student should be penalised as a result of mistakes made by the 
person doing the interviewing is absolutely horrendous�  Will the Taoiseach tell us how many 
students have been affected by this?  Will he confirm there will not be a cover-up of this?  The 
newspaper story seems to suggest there was some attempt at a cover-up�  Will the Taoiseach 
please give a commitment to those students affected that no one will lose out due to mistakes, 
which presumably were genuine mistakes, made by the interviewers and that the students will 
not pay the price for them?

15/06/2021V00400Deputy Bríd Smith: I want to ask the Taoiseach about future planning for the use of tech-
nology in post-primary schools�  The Taoiseach may not be familiar with the independent review 
group in Ratoath College in County Meath, which is shining a light on the problems emerging 
with a policy that has no uniformity and no structure across the board to deal with technology 
and the provision of iPads and other digital equipment for students�  The independent review 
group’s report shows that in this situation the question of digital poverty and device inequality 
looms large�  There are many cases where parents and teachers struggle to pay for devices for 
post-primary children need in order to learn�  If we want to move to a system that is now com-
monplace throughout Europe we need some uniformity across the education structure�  Whether 
it is access to the Internet inside or outside school is a separate debate�  What type of technol-
ogy we use is also a separate debate�  The point is whether the Department is about to fund the 
provision of technological devices for post-primary schools so that no child is left behind and 
everybody is treated the same�  The report looks at the school prior to Covid and during Covid�  
It shines a light on the problems and, of course, these problems intensified during the pandemic 
and lockdown�  Will the Taoiseach comment on this?  Would he care to highlight the glaring gap 
in poverty, digital poverty and digital inequality that exists throughout secondary education?

15/06/2021V00500The Taoiseach: I recall that it was the Labour Party many years ago which stated that there 
would be 500 multidenominational schools�  That was without a plan at all and had to do with 
the amalgamation of existing buildings�  Be that as it may, I am very committed to the provi-
sion of multidenominational schools�  When I was Minister for Education and Science in the 
late 1990s, I was responsible for the first breakthrough in taking away the contribution that had 
to be made up until then.  It was impossible for new schools and new patrons to finance new 
buildings and purchase land�  The demographics and the locations dictate�  We now go out to 
communities to invite them, through plebiscites, to decide what form of school patron or school 
they want and they vote accordingly�  Progress is being made in respect of this�

Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan and others raised the issue of autism and special needs more 
generally�  Approximately €2 billion is now being spent on special needs education, which is 
50% more than in 2011�  There is huge provision of special needs assistants, with approximately 
18,000 provided for in 2021 and they deal with well over 40,000 students.  No school will suffer 
a reduction in its allocation for the school year 2021 to 2022 and this is an important point�  As 
Deputies know, we have thousands of other provisions in special education�

With regard to Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan’s point, I am anxious to ensure that there is a 
more structured approach to ensuring that there are places in given areas for students so that 
well parents will know well in advance that there is a place for their child the following Septem-
ber and will not have to go through the struggle of going from school to school trying to secure 
places for their children, which is unacceptable�  In this respect, we need to look more broadly 
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at ownership and patronage more generally�  Very often, we go to certain providers who state 
they do not have any more capacity to add a school or a class or take extra places�  This is not 
good enough any more, particularly when the State has to fulfil a constitutional obligation to 
make sure children have access to education�  A special needs child has an equal right to access 
education as children in mainstream situations and I am very clear about this�  There may be 
an increased role for education and training boards where there are gaps and where people do 
not come forward quickly and speedily in order that the State enters quickly and speedily and 
provides additional places, builds schools and gets on with it�  We had a meeting of the Cabinet 
sub-committee, to which Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan and others alluded, to examine the legisla-
tion�  The legislation in place was introduced some years ago�

15/06/2021V00600An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: We are going over time and there are three questions left�  I 
will allow an extra minute�

15/06/2021V00700The Taoiseach: To respond to Deputy Gannon’s point on compassion, I have a lot of sym-
pathy for this�  When I was Minister for Education and Science 20 years ago, I tried to introduce 
an alternative approach for someone who suffers an appalling bereavement or trauma in the 
middle of the leaving certificate examination.  To be fair, at the time the view of the examina-
tions section was it could undermine broader marking schemes�  It was considering this with a 
view towards fairness.  That said, unfortunately, some people suffer a terrible trauma and stu-
dents are expected to go through exams in the middle or aftermath of such a trauma�  There is 
a big legitimate issue and I will ask the Minister for Education to look at it again not just with 
regard to 2019 but more broadly given the experiences we have had during Covid�  In response 
to Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan regarding special needs and genuine ASD needs and provision, 
and Deputy Quinlivan in terms of the review, I have been in touch with the Minister for Edu-
cation in relation to that and I am pursuing that�  I myself have been involved in that for quite 
some time and I am anxious that that review would come to a conclusion�  The Minister will be 
back to me, hopefully, within a short time�

Deputy Boyd Barrett mentioned some individual specific schools which I can relate back to 
the Department.  I do not have the operational details on specific schools.

In response to Deputy Paul Murphy, I am not aware of that given situation in terms of ex-
aminers and the assertions the Deputy made�  I am sure the Department will respond to those 
assertions and we will seek replies on those�

In terms of technology in post-primary schools, for many years Governments have been 
supporting technology in post-primary schools�  The latest economic recovery plan - we have 
applied to Europe for substantial funding for a recovery and resilience plan - involves very 
substantial investment in technology in schools of up to €60 million, if I am not mistaken�  That 
would take a variety of forms in terms of both increased connectivity for schools and the de-
ployment of technology devices etc�

In fairness, there has always been a policy to discriminate in favour of Delivering Equality 
of Opportunity in Schools, DEIS, schools or schools where there are considerable socioeco-
nomic disadvantage�

15/06/2021W00200Maritime Jurisdiction Bill 2021 [Seanad]: Second Stage (Resumed)
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Question again proposed: “That the Bill be now read a Second Time�”

15/06/2021W00400Deputy Thomas Pringle: I will pick up where I left off on the Maritime Jurisdiction Bill 
2021 before the recess�

It is interest that there can be so much media and public interest in some legislation and 
tumbleweed around others�  I suppose it behoves the Government to make noise about certain 
Bills and to hope that others will slip under the radar of experts and activists�  This is a really im-
portant Bill�  It aims to consolidate our maritime jurisdiction legislation and provide for updates 
relating to recent international law developments�  The reason I think there should be more 
interest in this Bill is because it is part of a suite of legislation and frameworks that are looking 
at our maritime areas�  We have a national marine planning framework and are expecting the 
maritime area planning Bill and yet our marine protected areas have not even been designated�  
I welcome the Irish Wildlife Trust’s initiative of holding town hall meetings around the country 
on marine protected areas, MPAs�

We cannot discuss maritime legislation and international law without mentioning fishing 
and our relationship with the EU on it.  They have taken over €120 billion worth of fish that 
we gave the EU up to 2000�  Ireland allowed members of the European Union to take this huge 
amount of fish out of our waters.  In my submission to the seafood sector task force earlier this 
year, I stated that the Government must ensure that our seafood sector receives its fair share of 
the quotas available to EU member states�  It is well beyond time that the wrongs that were done 
to our fishing industry as we negotiated to join the EU were corrected.

I have consistently reminded the Government that our negotiations on fishing were taken 
away from us, Denmark and the UK in the first days of the then EEC.  This had the impact of 
directly hampering the west of Ireland’s development and led, I believe, to Dublin-focused de-
velopment within Ireland that has hampered and hindered the development of the entire country 
since we joined the EU.  Any promotion of a fleet tie-up scheme will be a direct recognition 
that the future of the fishing communities within Ireland is not a priority for the Government 
and will confirm and show that the Government is intent on the decline and ending of those 
communities�

I note the contribution of Senator Higgins on this Bill in the Seanad earlier this month�  I was 
also liaising with some NGO representatives who raised concerns about the constitutionality of 
certain parts of the Bill�  There are concerns about the provisions on orders, and the approach to 
the continental shelf on the basis of designated areas within the discretion of the Government 
alone�

This Bill will provide for Ireland’s maritime zones in accordance with the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea, UNCLOS, which was adopted in 1982�  This means that 
UNCLOS predates much EU environmental legislation, as well as significant developments 
which have taken place since then in international spheres�  The Government is deciding to 
blindly adhere to UNCLOS and not reconciling or resolving some of the maritime jurisdiction 
issues for various areas, for example, the EU nature directives�

Unfortunately, we do not have a great track record at implementing protections required 
under both the birds and habitats directives in the territorial sea never mind those in the contigu-
ous zone, in the exclusive economic zone, EEZ, or on the continental shelf.  This Bill should 
at least provide for handling offences under these directives, and potentially as set out in the 
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environmental crime directive�

There are concerns about the UK’s exit from the European Atomic Energy Community, Eur-
atom, and the movements of nuclear materials in and out of the UK and concerns on undersea 
development of radioactive waste facilities�  How lines get drawn, what we consider as an in-
stallation and the vagueness of the term, “in the vicinity of”, are all worrying aspects of the Bill�

There are also significant jurisdictional issues around the Loughs Agency, issues exacerbated 
by Brexit, as well as concerns around the upholding of our interests in Rockall�  The Maritime 
Jurisdiction Bill 2021 makes no provision for Rockall despite there still being disputes between 
Ireland and Scotland around fishing rights in that area.  Because Rockall is uninhabitable, it has 
no entitlement to a continental shelf or exclusive economic zone.

This Bill repeals sections 2(1) and 3(2) of the Continental Shelf Act 1968 and Part 3 of the 
Sea-Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006�  The outer limits of the exclusive economic 
zone are defined in the Bill as lying 200 nautical miles from the nearest baseline point.  There 
are 33 sections in the Bill, six parts and two schedules�  Schedule 1 sets out the text of Parts II, 
V and VI of UNCLOS�

In 2014, a single maritime boundary with the UK was agreed but since then there has been 
strategic use of marine zones around carbon sequestration and submarine cables for energy 
transmission and, therefore, legislation was required for definitions.

There has been no public consultation around maritime jurisdiction and pre-legislative scru-
tiny was waived by the Committee on Foreign Affairs and Defence.  Ireland negotiated the 
sustainable development goals, one of which is “life below water”�  Sustainable development 
goal 14 set out goals for 2020 and 2025, with targets to have certain achievements by 2030�  
Therefore, there are a number of goals that we signed up to but have already missed�

Recently, I asked the Minister for Defence if a ship, the destroyer USS Paul Ignatius, DDG-
117, was in Irish waters on 13 and 14 May 2021�  I asked whether the vessel had permission to 
pass through Irish waters; and if so, the distance it passed off the west coast at the time.  The 
reply to the parliamentary question stated:

With regard to Ireland’s EEZ, it is not unusual for naval ships or vessels of other States 
to carry out training exercises within this area or to passage through this area�

  This would normally involve prior notification to Irish Authorities where an exercise 
was taking place close to our Territorial Waters but this is not a requirement�  In the case of 
the USS Paul Ignatius the US authorities did inform Irish Authorities of their presence in the 
region in advance and I welcome this engagement by our US colleagues�

  The location of the US destroyer was within the Irish EEZ, however the ship did not 
enter into Irish territorial waters�  Other State’s naval ships or vessels would be within their 
rights to carry out a training exercise in our EEZ or to traverse the Irish EEZ�  This is not in 
any way an infringement of our national territory�

  I hope that the Minister is open to amendments, especially given that he did not allow for 
pre-legislative scrutiny�  We have one of the largest sea-to-land ratios of any of the EU member 
states, at almost seven times our land mass.  This is significant legislation, as part of a signifi-
cant move around maritime planning and development and we need to be thinking strategically 
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about this�

Why spend so much time talking about climate action and climate change while leaving our 
maritime jurisdiction as an afterthought?  We need to examine the Bill closely�

15/06/2021X00200Deputy Catherine Connolly: I welcome the opportunity to contribute on this Bill�  I al-
ways complain that we do not have enough time, but I certainly have enough time now�  I will 
discuss the Bill itself before turning to my serious concerns about it and the manner in which 
the trinity of it, the framework and the forthcoming planning Bill are being handled�

I thank the Library and Research Service.  I also thank the Minister’s office for its briefing, 
which was helpful�

The Bill’s purpose is to update the State’s maritime jurisdiction law to reflect developments 
in international law and practice as well as relevant developments in Irish law�  This is impor-
tant.  Along with updating the law to reflect those national and international changes, the Bill 
will consolidate in a stand-alone enactment the State’s maritime jurisdiction law for the first 
time.  This is significant, positive and good.  Legislation in many other areas should also be 
consolidated�

The background to the Bill is important�  I will speak about the legal background before 
discussing our climate change obligations and our dumping at sea�  The Maritime Jurisdiction 
Act 1959 sets out the definitions of various territorial limits and boundaries, including for sea 
fisheries.  The UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, UNCLOS, was adopted in 1982.  I do not 
quite understand something in that regard, although I understand that the convention defines 
the agreed parameters of near and far shore limits and the means for changes to territorial limits 
to be evidenced and agreed among nations�  This Bill sets out to provide the primary legisla-
tion in recognition of that international treaty�  My colleague mentioned this matter and I will 
revert to it�  The convention was adopted in 1982, we deposited the relevant document on 21 
June 1996 and the convention entered into force on 21 July 1996, yet here we are in the 21st 
century, having declared a climate emergency and a biodiversity emergency, and we are using 
language from 1982�  The word “exploitation” is repeated throughout UNCLOS and the Bill�  I 
am concerned about this�  I do not know why the word is included or why it took so long in the 
first place to introduce primary legislation relating to UNCLOS, but now that we are introduc-
ing such legislation with no explanation for the delay, we are using language that is outdated 
and out of keeping with our climate change obligations�

Since 1982, a number of amendments regarding the State’s maritime jurisdiction have been 
made.  The first amendments were to the Continental Shelf Act 1968, which was the first Act to 
define Ireland’s maritime territorial limits.  We are now informed that those limits are outdated 
but, interestingly, the language is not�  The Bill will repeal and replace sections 2 and 3 of that 
Act�  It will also amend Part 3 of the Sea-Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006, which 
contains definitions of fishery limits and maritime and territorial zones and limits, because it is 
outdated�

The Bill, which was initiated in May, is described as a technical Bill�  That is an interesting 
use of language, given the considerable implications that the Bill has for climate change, the 
sustainable use of our seas and making reality of the language we are using�  We can never go 
back to pre-Covid times�  We must have a fundamental transformation of society�  However, 
what should be a wonderful opportunity to make use of that language in the relevant provisions 
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of the Bill and to recognise what our oceans are and what we should use them for sustainably 
is missing�

The Bill has 33 sections across six Parts and two Schedules�  Importantly, it provides for 
definitions of the State’s internal waters and territorial seas and provides a means of establish-
ing boundaries and zones in the territorial seas in accordance with UNCLOS.  The Bill includes 
terms that some of us are now more familiar with than we would like to be - “baseline”, “contig-
uous zones”, “exclusive economic zones” and “the outer limits”.  Specifically, Part 2 contains 
definitions and provides for prosecution of offences on foreign as well as Irish ships.  I will not 
go through the rest of the Bill because it was set out repeatedly by the Minister of State in what 
was a good opening statement on a practical level�

I wish to return to the definition of the Bill as a technical Bill.  The Library and Research 
Service’s Bill digest tells us that the definitions in the Bill have significance for natural resourc-
es�  When we were growing up, we were told in school that Ireland had no natural resources�  
That was our background.  The digest also tells us that the Bill has significance for marine de-
velopment, potential energy, including geothermal, the submarine storage of natural gas, carbon 
sequestration, fishery limits and submarine cables.  I imagine that this is not an exclusive list.  
What the digest tells us is the only reference that I can see that gives us an inkling of what this 
Bill, the framework and the future planning Bill will cover�

We are now putting the UNCLOS into law, but I have serious concerns in this regard�  When 
I read section 14 of the Bill, I thought that the term “exploitation ��� of the natural resources” 
was inappropriate.  It was pointed out to me by someone who works hard in my office that the 
Bill is replete with the word “exploitation”�  The reference to “the protection and preservation 
of the marine environment” comes way down the list and is not repeated in the manner that 
“exploitation” is�

As my colleague, Deputy Pringle, stated, there was no pre-legislative scrutiny of this Bill�  
It is the second time that we want to support the Government and participate in positive legis-
lation but are not being given that option�  It is essential that there be pre-legislative scrutiny�  
Post Covid, post Brexit and post our declarations of a climate crisis and a biodiversity crisis, we 
have to begin doing things differently.  The first step is proper scrutiny by a committee of the 
implications of this “technical” Bill, which is far from technical�  If we are to learn anything, 
it is that we must change how we are doing things�  We should start with that transformation�

I do not like the word “demonised”, but we have been accused repeatedly of being negative 
and trying to paralyse development�  The Taoiseach said that�  None of us wants to paralyse 
development�  Rather, we want sustainable development so that we will get out of the climate 
crisis�

Let us consider what people have said, for example, Sir David Attenborough, who recently 
told the G7 leaders that the world was within ten years of reaching dangerous tipping points�  
He stated:

We are now on the verge of passing tipping points, boundaries that once passed will un-
leash irreversible and self-amplifying change�  Then all the innovation wealth and political 
will in the world will not be enough to save our civilisations�

He also stated that our natural world would change from being “our greatest ally to our 
biggest foe” and accelerate global warming�  The G7, not known for its radicalism, stated: 
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“the unprecedented and interdependent crises of climate change and biodiversity loss pose an 
existential threat to people, prosperity, security and [the planet]”�  This was not the radical left 
talking about the planet, but the G7�  These countries said that 2021 could be a turning point�  I 
would like to tell young people in our country that 2021 and 2022 will be a turning point in the 
way we do business�  I turn to this legislation, which is described as a technical Bill, and I look 
for transformation, a change in spirit and a change in leadership that views our oceans and seas 
as belonging not just to Ireland, but to all of the world, given that we are all interconnected, 
and determines whether we use sustainable words about how we need to bring life back to our 
oceans and seas, but I see none of that�  There is no commitment to the UN’s 17 sustainable 
development goals, No� 14 of which commits to life below water�  These goals were passed 
in 2015 and we are supposed to have fulfilled our obligations under them, including banning 
poverty, by 2030�

We are eternally grateful to the non-governmental organisations, NGOs, on the ground for 
filling in the gaps in our knowledge, which should have been filled by the briefing document.  It 
was not a bad briefing document but it was not comprehensive or complete.  We find out from 
the NGOs that we do not have any marine protected areas�  Will we address that at some stage 
in the future?

We see the plastic�  I will quote the foreword to a document from a non-governmental or-
ganisation, the Minderoo Foundation, which was written by a former American Vice President, 
Al Gore�  We like to praise some American Presidents, do we not?  The current US President is 
our friend and I presume the Government thinks Al Gore was our friend�  What does he say in 
his introduction to this document?  He states:

The trajectories of the climate crisis and the plastic waste crisis are strikingly similar – 
and increasingly intertwined� For generations, we’ve treated our atmosphere like an open 
sewer, constantly pumping massive amounts of greenhouse gas emissions into the air each 
day. Similarly, we are treating the ocean like a liquid landfill [we are talking about the ocean 
and seas here] left to accumulate at least eight million metric tons of plastic waste each year� 

Where is the plastic coming from?  Twenty companies produce 55% of the once-off plastic 
and 100 companies produce more than 90% of the plastic�  There is no mention of anything 
such as that�  To go local, let us look at wind farms�  I am fully in favour of recyclable goods�  I 
am on record as saying we need to take drastic action on climate change�  However, we are put-
ting up wind farms on land and in sea without any consultation with communities and without 
a return for or ownership by communities in order that profits would go back to them.  Instead, 
once again, as the Tánaiste put it, the economy will take off like a rocket, which tells me we 
have learned absolutely nothing�  This Bill, described as a technical Bill, is anything but and it 
should be a golden opportunity to bring the transformative action we need�

15/06/2021Y00300Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn: The difficulty with this Bill is that it is being rushed 
through, as was the national marine planning framework�  The case of the national marine plan-
ning framework was extraordinary because many years of work went into its preparation, yet 
Government members of the Oireachtas committee voted to push it through without further 
scrutiny.  Environmental NGOs and inshore fishermen wanted to have their say on the final plan 
being submitted to Europe, which was an entirely reasonable position, but the framework was 
just pushed through�  We were told it was urgent but it was several weeks before it was voted 
through the Dáil�  There was plenty of time for further scrutiny but the Government decided to 
rush it through�
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Similarly, there is a sense that this legislation is being pushed through without proper scru-
tiny.  I have spoken to interests in the fishing community and environmental NGOs, which are 
seriously concerned this legislation will come through, I assume by next week, without their 
having had their say before a committee to which they can make structured submissions�  Sinn 
Féin will submit a range of amendments based on our consultation with those different inter-
ests�  In the area of environmental concerns, we will introduce a range of amendments seeking 
clarification on the parameters and powers of the State, but also seeking to make the State ac-
countable�

I will focus on a couple of areas in particular and talk about Rockall�  In 2013-14, the Gov-
ernment of the day signed an agreement that was not debated in the Houses of the Oireachtas�  
The agreement copper-fastened this State’s acceptance of British control of the Rockall area�  
We protest that an uninhabited island cannot have a 12-mile limit put around it.  However, fish-
ermen from Donegal are being physically prevented from fishing in the 12-mile limit around 
Rockall.  Marine Scotland and the British navy has intervened and prevented them from fishing 
within that area.  The Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority, SFPA, has checked with these fisher-
men to make sure they are not fishing within that 12-mile limit.

The Government states that, having made this agreement in 2013-14, it does not accept the 
12-mile claim, yet here we are, after Brexit, dealing with just that issue�  Every time I submit 
a parliamentary question to the Minister, he tells me talks are ongoing�  It has been almost six 
months since Brexit and still our fishermen cannot fish within the 12-mile limit.  Remember, 
we have a historical claim going back hundreds of years�  Our connection with that territory 
goes back to Gaelic civilisation�  We had not claimed it and that was a mistake�  Our failure to 
challenge the British claim and instead to adhere to it in 1989 and 2013-14 was a huge mistake�

In the amendments I will submit, I will clearly state that the 2013-14 agreement made be-
tween the British and Irish Governments is null and void because of Brexit�  Brexit changed 
everything�  The defence at that time was the were managed European waters that fell under 
the Common Fisheries Policy�  People asked what the issue was�  However, they are now UK 
territorial waters and the UK authorities are claiming a 12-mile limit of exclusive rights around 
the rock of Rockall�  This cannot stand�  What does the Government do?  It brings in legislation 
to copper-fasten that agreement�  It is remarkable�  It is copper-fastening the agreement, rather 
than making the case for why we should be standing up to an extremely arrogant claim�

When I am on the subject of arrogance, a few short years ago, the British Secretary of State, 
in response to a parliamentary question, stated the UK claimed the entirety of Lough Foyle�  
That is an extraordinary statement�  Normally, under international law, when a body of water 
borders two states, a line equidistant from either side is drawn down the middle�  That is inter-
national practice but it has not happened in the case of Lough Foyle�  One suspects the reason is 
that the shipping channel would then be on the Inishowen side of the lough and there would be 
an issue for British security interests�  That, I suspect, is why we have not sorted out this issue�  
It is why we have thousands of unregulated oyster trestles on Lough Foyle�  People have a right 
to make a living from aquaculture and there is a place for that on Lough Foyle but it should be 
done in a managed, regulated way�  However, that is left unresolved due to this failure�

My difficulty with this legislation is that while the idea of pulling together various pieces 
of legislation and putting them under one roof makes sense, many unresolved and live issues 
remain.  Sinn Féin has great difficulty with this legislation.  We will submit substantial numbers 
of amendments when it comes before the Dáil on Committee Stage�  We will argue for those 
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amendments and we hope the Minister will listen to us�  We hope he will be ambitious for 
Ireland and the State�  We hope he will listen to the concerns of environmental groups and our 
fishing communities and take the opportunity to rectify the errors.

I ask the Minister and the Government to give the following some thought�  The Govern-
ment argues that the 2013-14 agreement merely regularises the previous 1988 agreement and 
what preceded it, and agrees the continental shelf and the exclusive economic zone of both 
states�  The problem is that it was done in the context of the Common Fisheries Policy, and 
Brexit rules that agreement null and void�  It is an act of bad faith which changes the context of 
the entire agreement and we have every right to withdraw from it�  The Government should take 
the chance our amendments present and consider making a claim for Rockall�  We should chal-
lenge the British claim to it and defend the interests of our fishing communities.  God knows we 
have not taken enough opportunities to do that�

15/06/2021Z00200Deputy Jennifer Whitmore: I will use my time to discuss the scope of this Bill and its po-
tential limitations with respect to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea�  As was 
previously highlighted in the Seanad, there is some concern about Schedule 1 of the Bill, which 
interprets our role in governing our seas in a very restrictive manner�  Regarding the sovereign 
rights of Ireland’s maritime jurisdiction, there are a number of criteria to which the State must 
have regard under this legislation�  The inclusion of exploitation and conservation of natural 
resources in this Bill, but not the restoration of our maritime natural resources, is an oversight 
that could have serious consequences for the future of our marine ecosystems�  So much of 
our marine environment and biodiversity is already damaged, if not destroyed, and including 
restoration in the Bill would go some way towards acknowledging the work we still need to do�  
While conservation is necessary it will not go far enough in protecting our waters�  Including 
restoration would also be appropriate given our obligations under EU environmental law per-
taining to marine habitats, species and ecosystems, as well as other international conventions to 
which Ireland is a party and in which it has been involved since UNCLOS�

Most people think of the atmosphere as being at the front line of climate change when, re-
ally, it is our marine waters that are at the coalface when it comes to our warming planet�  The 
capacity of our waters and the marine life within them to absorb carbon dioxide is dwindling as 
a consequence of our damaging activities, and so are our chances of recovering our most vast 
and important lifeline�  The oceans are our life support machine�  They uphold life on this planet 
and provide 50% of the oxygen we breathe, most of which comes from phytoplankton�  How-
ever, phytoplankton populations have dropped by 40% since the 1950s so we are already on a 
path towards maritime destruction, which will have tremendous consequences for us�  Our seas 
and oceans are under huge pressure from the combined impact of climate change, acidification, 
shipping, economic exploitation, fossil fuel exploration, sonar activity and seismic surveys�  
Since Ireland was declared a dolphin sanctuary in 1991, cetacean strandings - that is, strandings 
of whales and dolphins - have increased by 350%.  Increasingly, the effects of offshore oil and 
gas exploration practices are being linked to these events and to marine biodiversity continuing 
to experience serious pressure�

At present, only 2�4% of Irish waters are designated as marine protected areas, which is the 
second lowest level in the EU�  That is despite Ireland agreeing to designate 10% as protected 
areas by 2020 and 30% by 2030 under the EU biodiversity strategy�  The Government must 
raise the level of ambition and immediately ratchet up the designation process�  That must be 
accompanied by better marine regulation, including around seismic activity, which can disrupt 
sonar or migration patterns�  We also need strong interim measures on a precautionary basis, 
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pending the delivery of a fully defined and properly specified marine park network.  It is simply 
not good enough to say that we will get there by 2030�  Our high water-to-land ratio also pres-
ents us with a golden opportunity to showcase how we should manage and protect our marine 
waters and biodiversity�  Why not meet that sense of urgency and take this challenge on board to 
demonstrate to Europe the importance of our waters, key species such as cetaceans and habitats 
such as seagrass in pursuit of climate action?

As the Minister of State knows, I recently introduced my first Bill to the House by means of 
which I am seeking protection of basking sharks under the Wildlife Act�  They are endangered 
and at very high risk of extinction in the wild and should be afforded the same protections we 
afford whales and dolphins under the Wildlife Act.  They have been a protected species in UK 
waters since 1998 but, despite their endangered status, they are still not a protected species 
under our own national marine conservation legislation�  Apart from seeking support from the 
Government to progress my basking shark Bill, we have an opportunity in the Bill before us 
to address the restoration of that species and others by identifying living species as something 
against which offences may be committed and to which appropriate legal protection can be 
given, making it an offence for a person in an exclusive economic zone to economically exploit 
or explore the non-living natural resources of that zone.  In the Seanad, the Minister of State, 
Deputy Brophy, indicated that he would consider some of these matters when the Bill moved 
to the Dáil, including the ease with which offences can be addressed where breaches of nature 
laws are involved�  I would like him to clarify his comments on nature reserves under the Wild-
life Act, particularly as there was some confusion about what was being proposed�  I ask that 
the Minister of State engage with the Parliamentary Counsel to see if protections for marine 
biodiversity can be included in this Bill and to ensure that it is future-proofed to incorporate fu-
ture conventions relating to marine conservation coming down the line�  I hope to bring forward 
amendments to that effect.

When I began my career, which was a long time ago now, it was after I had grown up in a 
marine household�  My neighbours worked for the Marine Institute and would often bring me 
samples to look at under the microscope in my bedroom�  The marine area has been an impor-
tant part of my life growing up, as well as that of my family and community�  We have a very 
long history and culture in connection with the marine, but we have never actually protected to 
the full extent necessary�  We now have an opportunity - and I do see the biodiversity and cli-
mate crisis as an opportunity - to rethink our engagement with our environment, the marine and 
our terrestrial areas, and to re-envisage how we are going to live and what our connections to 
nature will be�  We have lost our cultural and natural connections with much of our environment 
and that is a large part of the problem�  We should use the next number of years to reassert those 
connections, demonstrate their importance to our communities and listen to what our communi-
ties want to happen�  We must work to make Ireland a much better place that is more respectful 
of the natural sphere in which we live because we have not been respectful of it so far�  We have 
only seen it as something to make use of from an economic perspective�  We need to be ambi-
tious in this regard because we are not just talking about our relationship with the marine and 
our environment but about future generations’ relationships with them as well�

I ask that the Minister of State take these suggestions and comments on board, as well as 
those of my colleagues�  There was a great deal of discussion on the issues that have been raised 
in the Seanad�  I ask him to look at how we can strengthen this Bill and make sure we do as 
much as we possibly can to protect future generations�

15/06/2021Z00300Deputy Mattie McGrath: This Bill was published on 4 May last�  I take this opportunity 
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to raise the general issues that fishermen are experiencing.  It is important that those issues are 
highlighted�  I do not know what is wrong with the Government�  It is so blasé and careless that 
it has not had any public consultation on this Bill whatsoever, no pre-legislative scrutiny and no 
regulatory impact analysis�  Is this government by diktat?  Have the Government’s emergency 
powers gone to its head or is it just sheer laziness?  Is it a matter of disrespect for the House or 
are there just not enough officials in the Department?

5 o’clock

This is mad stuff, and either the Minister of State or the Minister, who I acknowledge is in 
negotiations on the Common Agricultural Policy, CAP, at present, needs to explain it�  This is no 
way to treat the House�  I heard Deputy Connolly speaking earlier about this Bill earlier and her 
understanding of it is far greater than mine�  This is no way to treat the Oireachtas, the House 
and the people who elected us�  We might as well close this House and let the NGOs and some 
other people run the show altogether, because that is what seems to be happening anyway�  I 
cannot believe there has been no pre-legislative scrutiny of this Bill and no public consultation�  
The public does not matter�  More importantly, no regulatory impact analysis accompanies this 
Bill�  

  This Bill was initiated in May 2021 and its purpose is to revise and consolidate relevant 
maritime jurisdiction laws to provide for the State’s maritime zones in accordance with the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, which was adopted in 1982�  The Bill pro-
vides for the repeal of sections of legislation dealing with the definitions of maritime territories, 
particularly sections 2 and 3�  Articles of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
from Parts II, V and VI are reproduced in Schedule 1 to the Bill�  

  Regarding the policy background and the legislative context, the Maritime Jurisdiction Act 
1959 set out definitions of the various territorial limits and boundaries, including for sea fisher-
ies�  Several amendments regarding the State’s maritime jurisdiction have been made since then 
in the Continental Shelf Act 1968 and the Sea-Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006�  As 
they preceded my time as a Deputy, I do not know if there was pre-legislative scrutiny or impact 
analysis�  I cannot comment on that�  However, I can comment and must take responsibility for 
my role in this Oireachtas and the legislation that we pass now and I am simply appalled�  

  As the Leas-Cheann Comhairle is aware, I am on the Business Committee and we get 
requests nearly every week to waive pre-legislative scrutiny for one Bill or another�  That is a 
dangerous pattern, because it means there will be no role for a committee to examine a Bill in 
detail, undertake proper research, understand the legislation, ask questions and make amend-
ments�  The purpose of the Bill is to update and set out in one stand-alone enacting law regard-
ing the State’s maritime jurisdiction, including by giving further effect to relevant provisions 
of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and repealing sections 2 and 3 of the 
Continental Shelf Act 1968 and Part 3 of the Sea-Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006�  
The Bill contains 33 sections across six parts, so it is obviously hefty and extensive legislation�  
It covers a vast area and we must have some scrutiny and understanding of its potential impact 
on people�  

  Turning to the topic of Rockall, we have never really claimed it�  While we have given 
some reasons for not doing so, I believe it is important that we should claim it�  Rockall is a 
small, uninhabitable granite rock which is located approximately 160 nautical miles west of the 
Scottish islands of St� Kilda and 230 nautical miles to the north-west of Donegal�  It measures 
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just 30 m wide and is only 21 m above the sea�  This Bill has no direct implications regarding 
Ireland’s claim to Rockall, but it is discussed�  Given there has been no engagement on this is-
sue in recent years, we certainly must exert our rights as a small sovereign nation and embrace 
this matter�  We have not really claimed sovereignty over Rockall but this position is in accor-
dance with the UNCLOS.  As an uninhabitable rock, Rockall has no significance in establishing 
claims to either the continental shelf or exclusive economic zones.  

  However, in replies to parliamentary questions on 25 June 2019 and 26 November 2020 on 
the progress made in having the international community, including the European Union and 
the United Nations, recognise Ireland’s sovereignty over Rockall, the then Minister for Foreign 
Affairs and Trade, Deputy Coveney, replied:

The UK claimed sovereignty over Rockall in 1955 and purported to annex it under its 
1972 Island of Rockall Act�

  While Ireland has never recognised British sovereignty [nor should we] over Rockall, 
neither have we ever sought to claim sovereignty ourselves� 

There is a dichotomy there and a lacuna�  Why have we not done that?  I believe we must 
claim sovereignty�  The Minister continued his reply by stating “The consistent position of suc-
cessive Irish Governments has been that Rockall and similar rocks and skerries should have no 
significance for establishing legal claims to continental shelf or an exclusive economic zone.”  
I do not know why we do not make a claim�  I cannot understand it�  If we own Rockall and if 
it is ours, then we should be claiming sovereignty over it�  We should be resisting other nations 
trying to claim sovereignty because, goodness knows, they have enough already, and we had 
enough of a job for hundreds of years getting them out of this country�

  Turning to the sea, the development of wave energy, the use of the sea and the role it plays 
in climate change, Members will be debating the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development 
(Amendment) Bill 2021 tomorrow evening�  It has been rushed�  I do not know why we have not 
had proper public consultation regarding that Bill, proper time to debate it and proper engage-
ment with the communities concerned, including our offshore communities.  I recently listened 
to contributions in this regard from Deputies Connolly and Boyd Barrett concerning some de-
velopers now moving to embrace opportunities at sea�  Those developers have scant regard for 
the sea, its amenities, fish stocks or any other life in the sea.  Instead, they are just bulldozing 
ahead as if they can do whatever they like out there, because it is not accessible for people to see 
what is going on�  That is not the way to develop our energy sources and sustainable solutions�  

  Moving to the subject of plastics, I refer to the amount of that material in the sea and which 
is washed up after every tide�  I salute the volunteers on many strands and beaches who do great 
work in recovering waste material and in trying to save the bird and fish life from being choked 
with these plastics�  Masks are now a major issue as well because they are being dumped on 
the streets and they all end up in the rivers and then in the sea�  There must be protection in this 
regard�  On the matter of not protecting our valuable sea resources, we listen to the United Na-
tions and I heard Deputy Connolly quoting the former Vice President of the United States, Al 
Gore, and others, in her contribution earlier�  We must, therefore, take heed and look after what 
is in the sea�  

  Turning to fishermen and the incident in Cork raised by Deputy Michael Collins con-
cerning an Irish boat being interfered with by a foreign trawler in our waters and the lack of 
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response from the navy for several hours, that occurred because the navy has been run down 
to nothing�  I am not blaming the naval personnel�  I do not know the circumstances but to take 
that many hours to respond to that kind of a serious incident is quite shocking.  The fishermen 
must have some belief and safety in knowing that when they are out there at sea doing their 
legal day’s work, and a fair day’s work for a fair day’s pay, which they are not getting any more, 
they will be protected and know that the navy can be called upon�  My goodness, if one of those 
fishermen misbehaved-----

15/06/2021AA00200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I am sorry to interrupt, but is the Deputy sharing time?  Is it 
with Deputy Michael Collins, whom I see is here?

15/06/2021AA00300Deputy Mattie McGrath: No, I am sharing time with Deputy Michael Healy-Rae�  Deputy 
Collins has already spoken on this Bill�  Is Deputy Michael Healy-Rae here?

15/06/2021AA00400An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: No, he is not�  The Deputy can continue�

15/06/2021AA00500Deputy Mattie McGrath: I thank the Leas-Cheann Comhairle for that information�  I was 
just getting into top gear with the navy�  I do not know the name of the ship, but we have very 
few of them now and the navy also has fewer personnel�  I have no direct experience in this 
area, but I have learned a great deal from the experience of my colleague, Deputy Michael Col-
lins�  He is one of the hardest working Deputies to ever come out of Cork South-West�  I refer 
to what he has done for the fishing sector.  I remember the day of the protests in Cork, when he 
left here to go down to those protests and then came back up here to resume his duties and to 
speak on behalf of those fishermen.  There was an attempt by the Taoiseach to belittle Deputy 
Michael Collins�  He has not corrected the record of this House�  We have written to the Ceann 
Comhairle on the matter and are waiting for the Taoiseach to correct the record�  He suggested 
that Deputy Michael Collins was seeking personal favours from him but Deputy Collins never 
asked for such or looked for such and the Taoiseach needs to withdraw that suggestion�  Wheth-
er it was made in the heat of battle or in the crossfire, he should not be saying things that are 
totally without foundation�  He was being totally disingenuous towards a hard-working Deputy 
but the people of Cork South-West have recognised his hard work and put him back here�  

The navy has been and is often quick to impound or board our own vessels in Ireland�  If 
there is any sign of a misdemeanour, the navy will board a vessel, impound it and bring it back 
to port and the skippers of same will face consequences�  We have a ridiculous legislative situ-
ation in the fishing industry that does not apply anywhere else.  If I get penalty points on my 
driver licence - and I got two once - after a certain amount of time, thank God, they diminish�  
Fishers can be proved innocent in court but the penalty points will remain on their record�  This 
is a bizarre situation.  Since 1973 and our accession to the EU, we have lost out.  The fishers 
of Ireland have been sold out and let down�  In the most recent talks, we have been completely 
abandoned.  We have information to the effect that the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine, Deputy McConalogue - I have nothing personal against him - did not even open his 
mouth at some of the meetings�  Was there some sort of side deal done whereby we would give 
them all the fish they wanted, they could take our waters and plunder them, if we got something 
else?  If so, the something else was very little�  We are getting less than €1 billion out of the 
recovery fund and sadly, half of that has been ring-fenced by the Government for green initia-
tives�  I have nothing at all against green initiatives�  I am very much in favour of them but we 
must have balance here�  I support An Taisce and the work it does in schools, with Tidy Towns 
committees and so on�  I support the work it does in the educational area in particular, with 
the green schools initiative but we must be proportionate in our dealings with the rest of the 
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economy.  We cannot just go off on this fanciful journey of introducing green legislation with 
no impact analysis�  

To return to the issue of fishing and this legislation, I have made my point about pre-legisla-
tive scrutiny and public consultation was also required�  An earlier contributor mentioned town 
hall meetings, which could not be held�  A lot of things have slipped through without any proper 
consultation�  We need to ensure that our waters are protected�  We have a serious issue with 
drugs being imported by sea and there is no proper protection in place in that regard�  

Mar focal scor, on the issue of plastics, we have a number of operators in Ireland who col-
lect farm plastics�  They are doing their best to keep the environment safe�  We do not want 
any plastic ending up in the sea�  However, we do not need a cabal to take over the collection 
of plastic, as it has, because it will diminish and destroy the single operators who did great 
work�  They were pioneers�  I know of one operator in my own area and one in Deputy Michael 
Collin’s town of Bandon who pioneered the collection of plastic�  The gentleman I know is a 
comhairleoir i gContae Phort Láirge, Councillor Declan Doocey�  He is a hard-working family 
businessman who now has huge stocks of plastic on his land and is being prosecuted for that�  
He could not export the plastic but when he got a market for it, the cabal to which I referred, the 
Irish Farm Film Producers Group, IFFPG, decided to undermine him, go cheaper and close his 
contracts�  This is not good enough�  Why can we not support ordinary people in this country 
doing ordinary things?  Why does greed always have to come into it?  Some former members 
of a national farming organisation saw an opportunity and set up this group�  They have been 
complaining for all of their lives about the cartels in the beef industry and now there is a cartel 
in the plastic recycling industry and the likes of Declan Doocey and others, one-man operators 
employing a couple of people and giving a very valuable service to the farmers of south Tipper-
ary, north Tipperary, west Waterford, south Kilkenny and east Cork are being forced out of busi-
ness and cast aside�  They are being diminished and it is not good enough�  The IFFPG people 
appeared before the Joint Committee on Agriculture, Food and the Marine and were questioned 
by Deputy Michael Collins and others but they were not truthful and did not give us the full 
story�  They got out through the gap, laughing�  There are people out there who are willing, 
ready and able to collect the plastic for recycling in order that it does not end up in the sea but 
this cabal-type outfit got together and has sucked them up.  Big is not always wonderful or pow-
erful�  The small operations, the one-man operators, whether they are showbands, agricultural 
contractors or lorry drivers, are all fighting for support following Covid.  They are doing a great 
job�  The Minister of State, Deputy Heydon, will understand the issue of farm plastics because 
he is involved in agriculture himself�  What the former members of a farmers’ organisation that 
have set up this group are doing to the smaller collectors is not good enough�  Above all we do 
not want the plastic in our ditches, dykes, drains, rivers or our seas�  

I will not say much more on this Bill except that I am extremely disappointed with it�  Given 
the Minister of State’s interest in many issues, he cannot be happy with this Bill either or with 
the lack of public consultation, pre-legislative scrutiny and above all, impact analysis�  All leg-
islation requires that�  We debated a Bill some months ago which renewed criminal legislation�  
A full 18 or 20 years had passed before there was any impact analysis done on that legislation�  
Every Bill should contain a date, after a suitable bedding-in period, for an impact analysis to 
determine whether it is fulfilling the functions it was set out to fulfil, whether it is fit for purpose 
and above all, whether there are any glaring anomalies or holes in it that could leave it open to 
legal challenge�  Such analysis should also determine whether it sits well with the public and 
serves the public we are elected to represent in this House.  That is very important.  The fisher-



Dáil Éireann

502

men of Ireland are not being served well by public representatives in this House, with a couple 
of notable exceptions�  The Taoiseach name-dropped a few Deputies on the Order of Business�  
Let other Deputies do their own work but the Taoiseach should not try to take from the work of 
Deputy Michael Collins, who is an outstanding representative of the fishermen.  I understand 
that the fishermen are coming to protest here next Wednesday and I look forward to meeting 
them� 

15/06/2021BB00200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: As there are no other contributors to the debate, I now invite 
the Minister of State at the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Deputy Heydon, 
to respond�

15/06/2021BB00300Minister of State at the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy 
Martin Heydon): I am delighted to have the opportunity to respond on this important Bill�  I 
thank Deputies for their consideration of the Maritime Jurisdiction Bill and for their contribu-
tions to this Second Stage debate�  As the Minister of State, Deputy Brophy, indicated in his 
opening statement, this Bill will update and clarify the law relating to the maritime jurisdiction 
of the State in a single, accessible, stand-alone enactment.  It describes the different maritime 
zones and the national jurisdiction recognised by international law.  It sets out the State’s sover-
eign and jurisdictional rights in each of those zones and confers powers on the Government to 
delineate the zones in domestic law.  As Deputy Brophy pointed out, how the State then decides 
to exercise those jurisdictional rights is left to separate legislation and is beyond the scope of 
this Bill�

I wish to address a number of the points made by Deputies during the debate�  Today a num-
ber of Deputies, including Deputies Connolly, Mattie McGrath and Mac Lochlainn raised con-
cerns about the lack of pre-legislative scrutiny of this Bill�  I am informed that pre-legislative 
scrutiny of this Bill was waived by the relevant Oireachtas committee, the Joint Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and Defence.  That was a decision of the committee, which is its right.  Oireach-
tas committees are entitled to make such decisions but the Government did not ask for scrutiny 
to be waived�  It was not a request of the Government but a decision of an Oireachtas commit-
tee�  Members of the committee can answer as to why they felt it was opportune to do so but-----

15/06/2021BB00400Deputy Mattie McGrath: On a point of clarification, I am a member of the Business Com-
mittee and I must interrupt the Minister of State�  We get waiver requests all of the time from 
Departments�  If the Government did not request it, how did the committee grant it?  That needs 
to be clarified.

15/06/2021BB00500Deputy Martin Heydon: Committees have the right to waive pre-legislative scrutiny be-
cause they will be doing it�  It is in a committee’s gift to do so�  When I was on committees, 
members would decide whether pre-legislative scrutiny was warranted�  That is the role of 
Oireachtas committees and they have the right to make that decision�  I would also like to put 
it on the record that officials from the Department made themselves available to Deputies and 
were happy to provide detailed briefings to the Opposition Members who requested same.

A lot of the points made during the debate relate to issues that are beyond the scope of this 
Bill.  A lot of the issues related to this Bill will be dealt with under different legislation.  Most 
of the points raised in the debate are not specific to this Bill and are outside its scope.  That said, 
those elements that do come within the scope of the Bill can be the subject of amendments on 
Committee Stage�  Consideration will be given to this debate and the points raised here will be 
borne in mind as part of that process� 
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I would also like to address the issue of the exclusion of Irish fishing vessels from the 12-
mile zone around Rockall, which has been raised by numerous Deputies.  I assure Deputies that 
the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine is working closely with the Department of 
Foreign Affairs on this issue.  As Deputies will be aware, the Government’s long-standing posi-
tion has been that remote rocks in the middle of the ocean that cannot support human habitation 
should not be subject to claims of sovereignty by any state�  It is for that reason that no Irish 
Government has ever made such a claim, nor has it recognised the UK’s 1955 claim to Rockall�  
Traditionally, we have treated the waters around Rockall as part of the UK’s exclusive econom-
ic zone and, therefore, while the UK was a member of the EU, part of the EU’s waters opened 
to the vessels of all member states�  We did not recognise a 12-mile territorial sea around it�

The Government has been in contact with the relevant Scottish and UK authorities about 
Rockall in recent years and intensively so since the beginning of this year but clearly the issue 
has become more complex since Brexit.  The Minister for Foreign Affairs discussed the matter 
directly with his then Scottish counterpart, former Cabinet Secretary Michael Russell, before 
the recent Scottish election�  Contacts have resumed since the election and we continue to en-
gage with the Scottish side.  We are committed to addressing the issues involved, reflecting the 
long-standing fisheries tradition in the area.

I would also like to take this opportunity to address a related issue raised during the debate, 
namely, the 2013 agreement between Ireland and the UK establishing boundaries between the 
exclusive economic zones of the two countries.  That 2013 agreement builds on the 1988 agree-
ment, which established continental shelf boundaries between Ireland and the UK�  It provides 
that the continental shelf boundaries should also serve as the boundaries between the exclusive 
economic zones.  As the Minister of State, Deputy Brophy, has explained, the exclusive eco-
nomic zone is the water column that sits above the continental shelf out to a maximum distance 
of 200 nautical miles from the coast�  By using the 1988 boundaries with the 2013 agreement, 
a single maritime boundary was established between 12 and 200 miles, both in the water and 
on the seabed beneath�

I should add that Rockall should not be confused with the extensive Hatton-Rockall conti-
nental shelf area, which extends westward beyond the Rockall trough and into the north-east 
Atlantic to a distance of more than 500 nautical miles from Ireland and Britain�  The rock of 
Rockall is the only part of the Hatton-Rockall continental shelf that protrudes above the water�  
The 1988 agreement divided the Hatton-Rockall area between Ireland and the UK, although 
that agreement is not accepted by Iceland or Denmark, which make competing claims to the 
area but not to the rock�  Rockall was irrelevant to determining the 1988 boundaries�  Nothing 
in either the 1988 agreement or the 2013 agreement altered Ireland’s long-standing position on 
Rockall, nor does either agreement have any implications for the present difficulties between 
Ireland and Scotland over fishing within 12 miles of Rockall.

Offshore available energy was also referred to during the debate.  The question of where 
offshore wind farms would be located, including matters relating to minimum distances from 
shore, will be addressed within the framework of the forthcoming maritime planning and de-
velopment management Bill�  Questions relating to the planning permission for wind farms are 
beyond the scope of the maritime jurisdiction Bill�  What I can say at this stage is that there is 
no provision in Irish law for licensing a wind farm outside the 12-mile limit of the territorial 
sea�  The Bill sets out clearly that the State has jurisdiction to license such developments in the 
200-mile exclusive economic zone.  The maritime planning and development management Bill, 
in turn, will make detailed provision for how this is to be carried out, including in planning per-
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missions�  The programme for Government contains a commitment to developing a long-term 
plan for the production of at least 30 GW of offshore floating wind power in our deeper waters 
in the Atlantic�

A number of Deputies raised issues relating to fisheries in general.  While I understand the 
concerns that have led to Deputies raising these issues here, I am afraid that they lie beyond the 
scope of this Bill�  However, the Government is well aware of these matters�  I assure Deputies 
that they are receiving attention within the relevant frameworks�

It is important to recognise that we cannot provide in our domestic law for rights or jurisdic-
tion that exceed what is permitted by international law�  As I have explained, for each maritime 
zone international law establishes a suite of rights and obligations for the coastal state, which 
balances another suite of rights and obligations for all other states whose vessels and citizens 
may share that ocean space.  The development of maritime zones in international law has been 
an essential element in reducing both conflicts at sea and conflicts between states caused by 
competing claims to uses of the sea�

I wish to thank Deputies for their careful consideration of the Bill this afternoon and during 
the previous debate�  It is my pleasure to commend the Bill to the House�

Question put and agreed to�

15/06/2021CC00300Maritime Jurisdiction Bill 2021: Referral to Select Committee

15/06/2021CC00400Minister of State at the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Deputy 
Martin Heydon): I move:

That the Bill be referred to the Select Committee on Foreign Affairs and Defence pursu-
ant to Standing Orders 95(3)(a) and 181(1)�

Question put and agreed to�

15/06/2021DD00100Pyrite and Mica Redress Issues: Motion [Private Members]

15/06/2021DD00200Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn: I move:

“That Dáil Éireann:

notes that:

— during the Celtic Tiger building boom, light touch building regulation, poor over-
sight of construction products and reckless practice by some developers, builders and 
suppliers have left thousands of homeowners with significant building defects;

— in Donegal, Mayo and Clare, thousands of homeowners continue to be affected by 
defective blocks containing mica and pyrite;

— in June 2017, the Report of the Expert Panel on Concrete Blocks identified that 
thousands of homes in Donegal, and hundreds of homes in Mayo, were in need of reme-
diation from mica and pyrite defective blocks;
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— in 2020, the Government introduced the Defective Concrete Blocks Grant Scheme, 
to be administered through Donegal and Mayo County Councils, providing 90 per cent 
of the costs of remediation;

— during the course of 2021, it became clear to homeowners in Donegal and Mayo 
that the scheme was not fit for purpose and in many cases would only provide 70 per cent 
of the costs of remediation, or less; and

— homeowners in Clare, and other counties affected by defective blocks, have yet to 
be included in this scheme; and 

agrees that:

— homeowners, who purchased or built their homes in good faith, should not be li-
able for the costs of remediation caused by the incompetence, negligence or deliberate 
non-compliance of others;

— the Government must immediately amend Statutory Instrument No� 25 of 2020, 
to provide those affected by defective blocks in Donegal, Mayo, Clare and other affected 
counties with 100 per cent redress, including remediation, storage and temporary ac-
commodation costs; and

— the Government must also ensure that those responsible for the manufacture of 
defective blocks are held to account, and that industry contributes to the overall cost of 
remediating defective properties�”

The Minister will be aware that thousands of people from counties Donegal, Mayo, Clare 
and Sligo have come here to the centre of power and made their positions on this matter very 
clear.  This motion follows the visit of Deputy McDonald to the affected families in Donegal 
just over a week ago�  The families said they would be protesting on Tuesday, 15 June, when the 
Dáil returned after its recess�  They asked the Deputy to put their case front and centre on that 
day, as Leader of the Opposition.  That is how this motion came about.  It reflects the demands 
of families in Donegal, Mayo, Clare and Sligo�

The motion calls for 100% redress that is fully funded�  That would provide equality be-
tween the families in Donegal and Mayo and families in Dublin and north Leinster�  More than 
2,000 families in Dublin and north Leinster have availed of the fully funded pyrite remediation 
scheme�  It is right that the scheme was fully funded�  I ask the Minister, in his comments today, 
not to make a comparison between the cost of the pyrite remediation scheme and the cost of 
the defective concrete block scheme.  Such a comparison is utterly offensive to people.  It is the 
equivalent of two people drowning, one of whom is told they will be saved because they are 
not too hard on the diesel for the helicopter while the other person, who is far out at sea, is told 
they will be left to drown because we cannot afford the diesel.  That would be unheard of and I 
ask the Minister not to make those sorts of comparisons today�  These people are in exactly the 
same situation�

The people we represent did nothing wrong�  They were victims of an era of light-touch 
regulation, self-regulation and no regulation during the Celtic tiger period, just like the families 
in Dublin and north Leinster�  They are looking to be treated the same�  That is our appeal to 
the Minister�
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I also note the proposed amendment to the motion that adds Sligo into the narrative, which 
is fine.  There is also an amendment that refers to a public inquiry, which is also absolutely 
fine.  We want to focus our motion on 100% redress but we welcome the additions from our 
colleagues in the House and we can support those amendments�

I also understand the Government will not be opposing this motion, which is welcome news�  
There are people who are now heading home to Donegal, Mayo, Clare and other counties with 
hope in their hearts.  We also hope they can get a good night’s sleep for the first time in a long 
time.  We were speaking to those families and many of them said it is a weight off their shoul-
ders that the Government is signing up to a motion that calls for 100% redress�  Let us be clear 
what is happening here�  This is the democratically elected Parliament of the people and it will, 
it appears, this evening pass a motion calling clearly for 100% redress�  I ask the Minister to ur-
gently go about the process of implementing the desire and wishes of this Parliament, to work in 
partnership with the campaign groups to come to a 100% funded scheme to ensure that people 
will not be out huge amounts of money to make their homes safe�  That is the call�

I have repeatedly raised this issue with the Minister over the past year through parliamen-
tary questions and in this forum�  Our requests to review the scheme were repeatedly put back�  
We were told it was too early�  I welcome the fact that in recent times the Minister has accepted 
that this scheme is utterly unfit for purpose.  I welcome the fact that the Government has agreed 
not to oppose this motion and it accepts that the desire of our Parliament is for a 100% funded 
scheme�

We ask the Minister to ensure the scheme is implemented urgently and as soon as possible 
in partnership with groups in Donegal and Mayo.  We also ask that the families affected in Clare 
and Sligo are added to the scheme�  Other families might also need to be added to the scheme�  
That is the challenge�  We want to work with the Minister�  The truth is that none of the public 
representatives in Donegal, no matter which political party they represent or who they are - they 
all know their neighbours - wanted this to happen and they all want to support their neighbours�  
I reach across and ask that we make this a fully funded scheme�  Let us create equality between 
the east and west of Ireland�  Let us work together to get this right, give people hope and show 
those young people who came out to the protest that when things are wrong, they can stand up, 
work with the political system and make change�  It would give people faith and belief�  That is 
my appeal to the Minister�

15/06/2021DD00300Deputy Pearse Doherty: Cuirim fáilte roimh an díospóireacht agus as an deis labhairt ar 
an ábhar seo tráthnóna inniu sa Dáil�  Is ábhar é atá ag cur isteach go mór ar theaghlaigh ar fud 
mo cheantair féin i nDún na nGall�  Tá úinéirí tí scriosta de bharr an scannail míoca agus piríte�  
Seasaim agus tréaslaím leo ar fad�  Bhí mé bródúil a bheith i mo sheasamh leo taobh amuigh 
de gheataí na Dála ag an mórshiúl ar ar thaisteal na mílte daoine as Dún na nGall go dtí Baile 
Átha Cliath níos luaithe inniu�  Tá sé náireach go bhfuil sé fágtha ag na daoine seo a dtithe a 
fhágáil, a gcuid saol briste, agus a n-áiteanna cónaithe goidte chun teacht thart chomh fada le 
Baile Átha Cliath lena nglór a bheith cloiste�  Fad is atáimid inár suí ag déanamh an plé seo 
anocht tá na tithe seo ag titim as a chéile�  Caithfear cuidiú leo agus cúiteamh 100% atá ceart 
agus cóir a thabhairt dóibh�

I welcome the opportunity to speak this evening on this important motion for homeowners 
and families who have been devastated by the mica and pyrite scandal in Mayo, Clare and my 
home county of Donegal�  I commend the homeowners and families concerned on their tenacity 
and fortitude�  We saw thousands of them earlier who made that long journey to Dublin to send 
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a clear message to the Government that the current redress scheme is simply not fit for purpose 
and immediate action must be taken to right this wrong�  I extend my sympathy and solidarity 
to those homeowners and families�

This scandal has exacted a heavy toll on many of those affected, not only financially but also 
mentally, emotionally and even physically.  That they have mounted such an effective campaign 
despite those difficulties is testament to their determination.  It should never have come to this.  
The Government must do the right thing now and deliver a 100% redress scheme�

I have spoken to and heard from families who have experienced the gradual erosion of their 
homes, the slow creep and growth of cracks along the walls, and the plaster falling from walls 
and ceilings into their children’s bedrooms�  They have experienced the crumbling of bricks and 
gables�  Put simply, their homes are falling apart�  As one homeowner put it, his home is crum-
bling like Weetabix�  That is not an exaggeration but a perfect description of the living reality 
of all those who have witnessed it�  We know that many of those homes are simply no longer 
safe.  I cannot describe the impact this continues to have on the affected homeowners and their 
families�  They have poured their hard-earned money, savings and hopes for their futures into 
their homes�  

On 15 June, an 11-year-old from Donegal wrote to the Taoiseach and the Minister for Hous-
ing, Local Government and Heritage�  I had the pleasure of chatting with her at the demonstra-
tion today�  She is an excellent writer�  She expressed the reality that she and her family face 
eloquently and succinctly�  In an extract from that letter, she stated:

Our house is affected by mica.  In my bedroom, we had to move my bed because the 
plaster was falling off my wall and onto my pillows.  It is so sad that the house we are living 
in is crumbling�  It is so unfair that the Government is doing nothing�

For any child, their house should be their sanctuary�  It should be the place in which they 
feel safest and where memories are made�  This scandal has left children growing up in homes 
that are falling apart and dangerous�  They are growing up in the crumbling surroundings of a 
scandal that has left their parents stressed, distressed and despairing for the future�  No child 
deserves that, nor does any parent or family.  I have heard from parents who find a quiet mo-
ment away from the eyes and ears of their children by going for a drive or sitting in their car and 
crying under the stress of their ordeal so as not to alarm or worry their children�  

The financial impact cannot be overstated but we can describe it.  For many families, the 
homes can no longer be lived in because parents fear for the safety of their children�  They have 
had no option but to leave their homes, a devastating but unavoidable decision�  They have been 
forced to rent as they seek alternative accommodation�  Mortgage repayments must also be paid 
on their crumbling homes�  They then faced the uphill task of accessing the current scheme, 
which was introduced in 2020�  The immediate challenge is the cost for the structural engineer-
ing report needed to prove eligibility, which itself can cost up to €6,000�  That cost, which is 
considerable, locks many families out of the scheme from the start�  Others have sought loans 
from the banks just to prove that their homes are affected by mica as the cracks widen and the 
blocks crumble�

Those who manage to jump the first hurdle face even greater costs as they approach the sec-
ond one�  What is routinely and inaccurately described as a 90% redress scheme in many cases 
proves to be 70% redress, and often even less�  The remaining costs are huge, in some instances 



Dáil Éireann

508

upwards of €100,000 and equivalent to a second mortgage�

The scheme is not fit for purpose and there is no debate about that.  Unless it is replaced, 
the repercussions for these families are grave.  Equality is also at stake, with homes affected 
by pyrite in Dublin and north Leinster having rightly received 100% redress through a similar 
scheme�  Let us, therefore, be honest and frank�  Not only can the Government put in place a 
scheme that provides 100% redress to those affected, it must put in place that scheme of 100% 
redress for those families�

This motion calls on the Government to provide those affected by defective blocks in Done-
gal, Mayo, Clare and other counties with 100% redress, nothing less�  That is what is required�  
It must ensure that those who are responsible, that is, the developers, builders and suppliers, are 
held to account with a contribution extracted from the industry towards the remediation�

I want to finish by commending the homeowners and families for their determination, for-
titude and strength�  I call on every Teachta Dála to support this motion and on the Minister to 
act�  Do not give false hope where there is none�  Give a commitment today on what his party 
leader refused to do and support the principle of 100% and the principle of equality�  Please lift 
that burden off these families, who are weighed down by this nightmare with which they have 
been living for so many years� 

15/06/2021EE00200Deputy Violet-Anne Wynne: I welcome the opportunity to advocate for this Bill put for-
ward by my party on what can only be described as a horrid situation for any homeowner to 
suffer.  Locally, the Clare Pyrite-Mica Action Group gathered and protested in Ennis yester-
day.  I attended that protest and spoke to some of the people who have been affected by defec-
tive blocks�  They have literally watched their homes and sense of future, security and shelter 
crumble before their eyes over the past few years because of light-touch regulations during the 
construction boom�  I commend the chairperson, Dr� Martina Cleary, and all the members, who 
even in their despair mobilised themselves and did great work on this issue, including during 
the restrictions which must also be noted�

These people, whose hard-earned money was invested into their homes, have been denied 
any clarity about who, if anyone, will accept responsibility for the State-sponsored shoddy 
workmanship that has led to nationwide scandal�  In my county of Clare, a relatively small 
initial sample of only five houses were tested and have proven that it is pyrite.  Even more 
worrying is the fact that the initial sample included homes scattered at five far-flung locations 
across the county, which has led people to suspect that the issue is widespread and far-reaching�  
That is five, however, when we know that more than 50 households have come forward.  These 
houses were built between 1981 and 2007�  Since then, we know that 55 houses have been 
logged as having defective blocks.  A further 35 have more recently been identified.

Let us consider the backdrop against which these constituents’ concerns were rising�  The 
initial scheme, which included only homeowners in counties Donegal and Mayo, was only of-
fering 90% of redress costs�  It has come to light that they are not even receiving the 90% and 
are burdened with, in some cases, up to 30% of the cost�  This is absolute madness, especially 
considering that this was not the experience for those homeowners on the east�  The Govern-
ment in Dublin simply has not been listening and has not been getting the message�

On closer inspection, the scheme is not fit for purpose.  The scheme, in its current form, ex-
cludes the most vulnerable homeowners impacted as it expects homeowners to be able to come 
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up with 10% of the overall reconstruction costs from the outset�  These homeowners bought or 
built their homes in good faith and should not be liable for the cost of remediation caused by the 
incompetency, negligence or deliberate non-compliance of others, end of story�

Imagine having invested your life savings in a big, beautiful house at the tail end of the 
Celtic tiger and taking out a mammoth mortgage to secure this forever home�  Now, imagine 
the walls are starting to fall down around you ten years down the line�  Imagine having to move 
out because this building, the very security of a roof over one’s head, is no longer safe to raise 
a family in, and when we are in the midst of a housing crisis�  Imagine one’s county is not even 
included in the approved areas that will be able to recoup the devastating cost of this structural 
damage.  Not only will they have to fight tooth and nail for recognition that their home is actu-
ally part of a much wider network of buildings that need significant reconstruction, they are 
also being asked to come up with 10% of the overall cost on top of their mortgage repayments 
for a building they technically cannot even occupy�  That is on top of the rental of an alternate 
premises�

Sinn Féin’s Bill, on the other hand, is putting forward policy that will offer 100% redress for 
all homeowners of defective block houses, regardless of location, without the unrealistic expec-
tation of them to come up with some of the cost themselves�  Homeowners are not to blame and 
should not be footing even part of the Bill�

15/06/2021EE00300An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: I call Deputy Cronin to conclude�

15/06/2021EE00400Deputy Réada Cronin: Go raibh maith agat, a Leas-Cheann Comhairle�  Go raibh maith 
agat freisin to all the people who travelled to Dublin today to protest against the lack of action 
on their cause and brought their protest to their capital city�

I am delighted to speak on the Sinn Féin motion�  Wherever a dodgy block is sold or big 
bucks are to be made off the backs of the home buyer, home builder or worker, immediate re-
dress is required.  Full and immediate redress is the only way to address the wrongs inflicted 
and the damage done to people living with the effects of the greed that characterises housing in 
Ireland�  It is not only in Donegal; this matters everywhere�  It matters in north Kildare, Mayo 
and Clare or wherever damage shows its ugly face�  This damage is not just to buildings but to 
families, communities, mental health, financial health and people’s sense of feeling safe in their 
own homes, which they built, bought and paid for and which, through no fault of their own, are 
disintegrating around them�

It is not just mica or pyrite that caused this crisis but the housing culture and its greed, 
dysfunction and lack of respect for the citizen.  It is a culture where builders, developers and 
politicians took one of the most basic and powerful human needs we have - the need for a home 
- and reduced it to a commodity and a scheme for profit with the regulation of “Whatever you 
are having yourself”�  Big bucks could be made and corners cut along with deals with the boom-
is-getting-boomier devil�

They say bad housing is designed and built by people who know they will never have to 
live in it�  Dangerous housing, the soul destroying housing of mica and pyrite, was given to us 
by the State-wide housing culture of “Sure look, we will get away with it”�  And they did, with 
their shoddy materials, worse work and shocking finish, and people lined up to hand over their 
life savings for the privilege of a 30-year mortgage�

For years now at our Ard-Fheiseanna, comrades from counties Mayo, Clare and Donegal, in 
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particular, have shared their stories with us about light-touch regulation and the devastation it 
brought to their lives�  Over the years, skirting boards, tiles, lights, wooden presses, slates and 
doors were falling in around them along with their spirits, marriages, bank balances and peace 
of mind�

Sinn Féin calls for full redress for the families affected here.  We must cast a cold eye on 
the housing culture then, and by and large, the same housing culture now�  The absence of a 
philosophy of housing beyond markets and profit is destroying our State and society.  It gives 
us penthouses alongside tent cities, cheek by jowl�  Parents and children are living on takeaways 
and their nerves in bed and breakfast accommodation�  Mica and pyrite are simply a symptom 
of a social and political disease where there is no respect for the citizen.  Profit is venerated and 
citizens are exploited.  The only cure is new thinking and a new Government.  In Sinn Féin, 
we have that thinking and when the people decide, we will be that Government�  The families 
affected cannot wait another second, however.

I am pleased that the Government is not going to vote against our motion�  I ask the Gov-
ernment to support it, thereby supporting our people�  We must mind all our people, whatever 
county they live in, and not abandon them�  In housing, the people out there must know that the 
people in here are on their side�

15/06/2021FF00100Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Deputy Darragh O’Brien): Ba 
mhaith liom mo chuid ama a roinnt leis an Teachta Calleary�  I welcome this important debate�  
Decent people who bought a house in good faith, in which to live and raise their family in their 
local community, have found themselves in an impossible situation through no fault of their 
own�  Crumbling walls have turned bright dreams into darkness�  Mica is a blight on these com-
munities and it has devastated lives�  I want a scheme that works for these ordinary homeowners 
by providing a very clear pathway out of this scourge�

Níl an Rialtas i gcoinne an rúin seo ach is fiú a rá nach réiteoidh rún Dála an fhadhb seo agus 
ní shocróidh sé fiú teach amháin.  Is iad comhoibriú agus tiomantas a réiteoidh rudaí.  Oibreo-
imid le gach aon gheallsealbhóir ar réitigh phraiticiúla agus bhuail mé inniu le hionadaithe na 
gclann atá buailte maidir leis sin�

Earlier today, I met members of the Mica Action Group�  I want to advise colleagues of the 
course of action that I, as Minister, have taken in the past number of months�  Indeed, going 
back to last year, one of the first events I attended as Minister was in Buncrana in Donegal last 
August, where I encouraged residents to engage with the scheme that had been agreed and put 
in place the previous January�  I mentioned to residents at that meeting that my experience of 
previous remediation schemes was that they evolve and we only learn from them once people 
start engaging with them�

At the end of February this year, very particular concerns were raised with me, through the 
Mica Action Group in Donegal and pyrite and defective block groups in Mayo, about how the 
scheme was operating for them�  Members opposite, as well as members of the previous Gov-
ernment, had initially welcomed the scheme in good faith�  Now we must look at how we can 
change that scheme to ensure it works for people, their homes and their families�  When I met 
the groups virtually at the end of February, I asked them, particularly the groups from Donegal, 
to make a submission to me highlighting the issues they had�  Those issues cover many aspects, 
as raised by Deputies, such as upfront costs, caps, grants and all the other elements of the 
scheme�  The submission I requested was sent to me on 29 April�  In May, I met with Deputies 
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opposite, colleagues from both Donegal and Mayo and the various groups�  I gave a commit-
ment to work through the issues raised and seek to improve the scheme�

I agree with Deputy Mac Lochlainn that it is not helpful to compare one scheme versus 
another�  If anything, mica in blocks is far worse than the pyrite problems my constituents and 
other homeowners in Leinster have experienced�  I visited homes in Donegal last year that were 
crumbling�  Just before last weekend, the Taoiseach also visited homeowners and met with 
groups, in a very open and honest way�  I acknowledge that the Leader of the Opposition has 
done the same�  I am not about throwing political charges at people on this issue�  Everybody 
wants to work earnestly to resolve it�  Thousands of people have come up to Dublin today, 
representatives of whom I met this afternoon in Leinster House�  I proposed to them and to ho-
meowners in Mayo that we set up a time-bound working group�  This follows discussions I had 
over the weekend with the group, which continued on Sunday and into Monday�  The objective 
is to work through the specific issues that have been highlighted, with a deadline of 31 July.

We all know there is a very significant cost to the Exchequer in addressing this issue.  That 
is just a fact�  I believe changes are needed to the scheme and those changes will have the ef-
fect of increasing the cost�  We need to quantify that cost, as was done when the initial scheme 
was put in place last January�  From talking to people in Mayo, Donegal and other counties that 
could potentially be affected, not just today but over recent months, I know the impact this is 
having on their lives�  I want to say very clearly to people that I, as Minister for Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage, the Taoiseach, the Cabinet and all my colleagues in government are 
committed to making changes to the scheme to ensure it works�  There is a large body of work 
in this.  Thousands of homes are affected and how we go about the work, either by remediating 
or replacing those homes, will in itself be a major task�  We have a pyrite remediation scheme in 
regard to infill that has taken nearly ten years to remediate 2,000 homes.  That shows the scale 
of the issue and what needs to be done as we scale up the scheme�  We also need to look to the 
expertise we have within the Housing Agency�

I said to residents today that my proposal is that there be no red lines and we have a full and 
open discussion to go through the issues�  The most important aspect is that we work through 
and agree solutions, with the residents in the room and involved in the discussions on a time-
bound basis�  Eamonn Jackson, Michael Doherty, Eileen Doherty and Paddy Diver told me 
today that, in regard to the original scheme, they felt they did not have a part in the construction 
of it�  To be fair, it was only by engaging with that scheme that the issues became clear�  There 
is a large commitment from the State in general in regard to the cost, but we also need to look 
at those who were responsible and those who have responsibility, such as the insurers, produc-
ers and lenders�  Many of the homes that will be remediated and brought back to full value by 
the State are the assets of lenders�  People are still paying mortgages on them�  There is a whole 
aspect to look at in this regard but I do not want it to delay the changes we need to make to the 
scheme�

I made my proposal in good faith to residents today�  In fact, I made it on Sunday�  The initial 
response has been positive�  I am committed to working with them and with Deputies opposite 
of all parties and none�  We need to be focused and time-bound in our discussions and ensure 
we have a scheme that works for people�  That is what I, as Minister, am committed to doing�

15/06/2021FF00200Deputy Dara Calleary: I stand proudly to support this motion and thank Deputies Mac Lo-
chlainn and Conway-Walsh for putting it forward�  I acknowledge the Minister’s work on this 
issue in recent months and over the past number of days in particular�  It is important that his 
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huge effort and great personal commitment to the matter give results for homeowners.  We in 
this House and the Minister do not have time for delays�  Homeowners, their families and their 
communities do not have time�  We need a scheme that begins to deliver without any further 
delay�  Homeowners’ lives are broken�  For every crumbling block, there is a crumbling life�  
I spoke to homeowners this evening who have been campaigning on this issue for nearly ten 
years�  I commend all of those involved�  Their courage in telling their stories stands in contrast 
to the lack of courage and the behaviour of quarry owners and various agencies that have left 
homeowners abandoned in this�

The motion commits to a scheme of 100% redress and that is what must be delivered�  Prior-
ity must be given to homeowners but we cannot ignore the rental sector�  To ignore those houses 
would mean being left with a decimated rental stock�  There are other areas of home ownership 
that are excluded from the current scheme and they must also be addressed�  We must have a 
mechanism to include homeowners in other counties, particularly County Sligo�  The process 
for rolling out the scheme needs to be addressed and made much easier�  The role of the Pyrite 
Resolution Board and its experience in running the current scheme should be incorporated 
within local authorities�  There must be agreement on a communal and shared cost per square 
foot.  In assessing applications, local authorities are using a model that is very different from the 
reality in terms of current building costs�  Those costs have increased by 30% since February 
and many applications that were submitted at that time are going out of date�  We need a State 
guarantee around building because builders will not engage with the scheme in that aspect�  We 
also need to follow up on a State inquiry as to why those who caused this problem are getting 
away with it�  If they are still getting away with it, that needs to be resolved urgently, without 
any further delay�

The first scheme had the basis of a good system but its roll-out, the lack of commitment to it 
from local authorities and the detail of it, which did not involve homeowners, made it a scheme 
that is not working�  I welcome the Minister’s inclusion of homeowners on this occasion�  We 
must ensure they own the scheme and that it delivers for their families and communities and 
will take away the trauma of their daily lives in houses with pyrite and mica�  I acknowledge the 
trauma it is causing people, forcing them to leave bedrooms at night because of draughts and 
sleep in sitting rooms, or even forcing them to leave their homes�

6 o’clock

When they leave their homes to have them repaired, they must be given compensation for 
the rental costs�

  I wish the Minster well with this�  Residents in counties Mayo, Sligo and Donegal were 
sold defective blocks�  They will not be sold a pup in relation to this scheme�  I ask that the 
Minister to stand with them, because I certainly will�

15/06/2021GG00200Deputy Louise O’Reilly: I am thankful for the opportunity to speak on this important mo-
tion.  There are many people watching this evening whose houses have been affected by the 
mica scandal and I pledge to them my solidarity and that of Sinn Féin�  Also watching will be 
people from north County Dublin whose houses have been affected by pyrite or whose apart-
ments have been affected by defects.  I reassure them that we stand with them.

The mica, pyrite and apartment-defect scandals are a legacy of the light-touch building 
regulation which has existed for far too long in this State�  Indeed, as recent years have seen 
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reduced sizes for apartments and the sanctioning of co-living, I am reminded that this light-
touch regulation still exists�  It is as if we have learned nothing�  Across north County Dublin, 
particularly in Rush and Lusk, but also, as the Minister will be aware, elsewhere in the north of 
the county, houses have been literally destroyed by pyrite while apartments have been crippled 
by latent defects�  There are those whose houses are undergoing remediation but there are others 
who cannot sell their houses because there is pyrite in the infill and while that does not affect the 
structure, they cannot get a search to verify this�  These are people who bought what would tra-
ditionally be known as “starter homes” and are now outgrowing those homes, but they are stuck 
where they are and their lives are in limbo�  I urge the Minster to take a look at that situation and 
would be very happy to work with him on it�  I have constituents, and they are constituents of 
the Minister as well, who have emigrated because of this�  They were trapped in their homes and 
felt they had no option�  They have let their houses and emigrated�  To see one’s home reduced 
to rubble or for it to be condemned as unsafe for one’s kids or grandkids to be in is just shock-
ing, and that is before we even mention the hundreds of thousands of euro people have spent 
just to try to keep their homes right�

In the case of the houses in County Donegal, I am told the root cause of this is provision 
of defective blocks from quarries�  These people are still operating and that must be absolutely 
infuriating, just as it is for myself and the Minister’s constituents who see the builders who built 
their homes getting away scot-free and now building new developments just across the road�  
Imagine how heartbreaking that must be for people�  I commend the strength and the dignity 
of the people affected in counties Donegal and Mayo for how they have conducted themselves 
throughout their campaign�  They are a credit to their counties and to their families�  They are 
an example to all of those people who have been wronged as to what can be done if people pull 
together with a common cause and a stated common aim�  I have seen the same strength across 
north County Dublin in those people who have campaigned for redress for the victims of pyrite 
and for those affected by the latent defects scandal.  The legacy of light-touch regulation is be-
ing faced in family homes across the State�  While it is not right to compare schemes, and we 
should not do that, the experience for families is scarily similar�  People talk of lying in bed at 
night listening to their houses crumbling around them�  That is the experience these families 
have had and the impact on the lives of the residents is scarily similar�

I commend the people of County Donegal and I commend this motion�  I ask the Minister 
that he not simply not oppose the motion but actively support it�

15/06/2021GG00300Deputy Darren O’Rourke: I too commend Deputy Mac Lochlainn and Deputy Doherty 
for bringing forward this motion�  It is timely and very important�  I extend my solidarity to 
the people of County Donegal who came in such great numbers today and commend them for 
everything they have gone through to fight their corner.

It is clear the scheme in place is not fit for purpose.  Deputy O’Reilly referenced how the 
experience of building, creating and investing in one’s own home, full of hope and plans for 
the future, only to see that literally crumble around one is devastating�  I do not know any of 
the people involved but I can see from the footage, and from speaking to people today, what it 
means to them�  I know about the experience of living with pyrite from my own constituents in 
Meath East, particularly in areas like Ashbourne, Dunboyne and Dunshaughlin�  They fought 
their own battle, took it to the High Court, failed there and went the political route so a scheme 
would be put in place for them�  I am sure every one of them would say it must be a 100% 
scheme.  The scheme must be fit for purpose.  It is no addition if people cannot get on the first 
step of the ladder to it, if they cannot get access to it�  I draw the comparison as well between 
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the cost of the initial test, as it appears to be in County Donegal, versus the visual test for the 
pyrite scheme�  The damage that is done is quite obvious�

To follow up on Deputy O’Reilly’s points, there are a number of issues still outstanding with 
the pyrite scheme�  From dealing with people in my own constituency, there are issues with es-
tates where pyrite is only now becoming apparent after the deadline of December 2013�  I know 
of one particular case where a lady encouraged her mother to buy the house next door for practi-
cal reasons, only for it to have pyrite and for them to have to appeal, and to go into the process 
is a difficulty.  There is an issue with the caps on the rent, and the scheme in County Donegal 
must include that element of supporting the rent, but there is also a pressure to move out after 
the money is used�  The concerns I am hearing from people on that is that they must almost take 
it or leave it, as far as the quality of the work done is concerned; they have no recourse in rela-
tion to it and find themselves in a difficult position.

There are, therefore, a number of elements that must be resolved with the pyrite scheme and 
I encourage the Minister to look at them.  Deputy O’Reilly and others addressed the specific 
root cause of mica and pyrite all across the country�  That is still there and must be addressed�  I 
commend the motion and again thank the Deputies for bringing it forward�

15/06/2021GG00400An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy Ellis is next but he is not here�  I call Deputy Duncan Smith�

15/06/2021GG00500Deputy Duncan Smith: I open my contribution by paying tribute to the thousands of ho-
meowners, family members, friends, community activists and community leaders who demon-
strated so strongly and positively in Dublin today�  I also commend the proposers of the motion, 
and Sinn Féin for dedicating their Private Members’ time to this very important issue�  It strikes 
a chord with any Deputy who represents a constituency that has been affected by pyrite because 
there are many similarities to the that crisis�

The housing crisis in general has many faces and casts many a long shadow�  In this Cham-
ber and in committees we have been talking about affordability, homelessness, land prices, 
public housing, land use and social housing provision but there is another face of the housing 
crisis, namely, the issue of construction defects�  It has manifested itself in the pyrite crisis and 
with the work done by the Construction Defects Alliance, which works on behalf of apartment 
owners.  It is estimated up to 100,000 apartments suffer from defects in construction and it costs 
an average of maybe €15,000 each to repair them�

We also have this crisis, the mica crisis, which first came into view in 2013, the very year the 
pyrite remediation scheme got up and running�  I commend the work of a number of Teachtaí 
Dála, including my predecessor Brendan Ryan, who did an awful lot of work to ensure the py-
rite remediation scheme got up and running early enough in the lifetime of that Government at 
a time when there was very little money around�  That scheme is still going�  This is not easy�  
It is not easy for the homeowners to go through what they have to go through and they are still 
going through it�  However, it is working, it is getting homes remediated and it is getting people 
back into their homes�

People will point out differences between the mica and pyrite crises.  There are two differ-
ences.  The first is a difference of geography because the pyrite crisis is mainly a greater Dublin 
region matter and that relating to mica affects Donegal, north-west Mayo and, perhaps, parts of 
Clare.  There is also a difference in scale, as the mica crisis is greater than the pyrite crisis in 
terms of number of homes affected and the structural damage evident.  The Minister and we, 
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as Deputies, know from our work locally that there is such an invasive nature to remediating 
homes that have been affected by pyrite.  It is not an easy job.  You have to go in and rip out the 
centre of a house�  The house will remain standing, however, and can be redecorated to go back 
as it was before.  In the case of mica, the structural problem affects the entirety of the house and 
involves an entire rebuild�  The principles of these crises are the same, however, and, in the case 
of homes affected by pyrite, the State held up its hands when homeowners were let down with 
the biggest purchase they would make in their life.  It is not only the biggest financial commit-
ment but one that involves such emotional investment�  People are buying homes in which they 
will live and in which they may raise families, create memories and grow old�  People invested 
in that but the State let them down because it did not have a sufficiently robust regulatory sys-
tem for the standards of building equipment�  It is what was acknowledged by the State with 
the pyrite crisis and the same principle applies with homes affected by mica.  The State must 
acknowledge this and step in with a scheme�

There are people who are responsible for the poor and substandard quality of the blocks and 
everything else, and they must play a part�  That will not come to the amount required to resolve 
the problem so the State will have to step in�  That will hurt but it is the reality�  Everything has a 
beginning�  In the late 1980s, the State absolved itself of a standards system for building equip-
ment�  We had it up to 1988 but it was unwound and folded into Eolas and then Forbairt�  It was 
never really replaced and when it came to the early 2000s - the Celtic tiger era when we threw 
up houses and apartments all over the place - we had no robust and trusted standard for anything 
related to building, whether it was countertops, rolled steel joists, timber, blocks or infill.  That 
is how it happened�  The State is at fault and it must listen to the people outside today�  It must 
support a process of 100% redress�

This is not about cost but the principle and justice�  What are we going to allow to happen?  
Will we allow these people have their houses and homes fall down around them so they will 
have to rebuild them all over again?  There are financial and emotional considerations in this.  
It is pretty clear so how many more cases like Priory Hall do we need?  How many cases of 
homes affected by pyrite and mica do we need?  We have a precedent in the pyrite remediation 
scheme and we can improve and learn from it�  We can get something up and running�  We had 
that scheme when the country had no money to fix the pyrite problem and now the country is in 
a much healthier state, the Covid-19 pandemic notwithstanding.  Our finances are in far ruder 
health�

There is a housing crisis relating to affordability, the provision of public housing or even 
with this matter of the remediation of construction defects for apartment owners and in homes 
affected by pyrite or mica.  This must be covered by a solution.  The State has a role to play 
here�  I know the Minister and his Government are not opposing the motion but we need to see 
action�  The scheme currently in place for remediation does not meet the standard required�  
The Government should look at the pyrite remediation scheme as a template and improve it so 
we can give these people some hope�  They have had nearly a decade with no hope or answers�

Many of us have held a block in our hands and it seems like one of the strongest things one 
could ever hold�  Holding a block in your hands and having it crumble by just exerting the force 
of your fingers on it is frightening if the roof over your children’s heads is supported by blocks 
of the same kind�  I hope we will see something from the Government that will provide comfort 
and some way out for the more than 5,000 homeowners affected by this.

15/06/2021HH00200Deputy Cian O’Callaghan: I appreciate the Government is looking at this matter and the 



Dáil Éireann

516

Minister is working on it�  The fact it has taken this long to get to the point where we might 
have a 100% redress scheme is not in any way acceptable�  The Government supported the 90% 
scheme as an acceptable measure until this point and it demonstrates complete disregard for 
people and the stress and anxiety they are under�  We are talking about their homes�

I will comment on what the Tánaiste said about this recently�  He said we must ask ourselves 
if it is reasonable to ask the taxpayer to fund the reconstruction of what are quite large houses in 
some cases�  I say to the Tánaiste that we must ask ourselves instead if is reasonable for people 
to live in homes that are falling apart and unsafe through no fault of their own whatever�  Is 
it reasonable that people are excluded from the redress scheme because they cannot afford to 
access it?  It is a key point, as people may not have been able to meet the 10% balance and ad-
ditional costs of the scheme; these people are in most need of assistance from the State, as they 
are on lower to middle incomes�

This scheme is unfair when compared with the pyrite remediation scheme�  Another great 
injustice of the scheme has been that the only people who could avail of it are those with some 
additional resources, and very few people in this position had such resources�  It is not just about 
the anxiety and stress caused by problems with mica but the fact that people have had to move 
from their homes�  A number of people are paying mortgages and rent at the same time, along 
with all the other costs�  When the Tánaiste asks if it is reasonable to ask the taxpayer to step 
in, we must ask if it is reasonable for children to go to sleep at night afraid that the house might 
fall in on them?  Is it reasonable that people would put life savings and earnings into homes 
only to see them crumble?  Is it reasonable that after all the problems we have had with building 
defects, including pyrite and fire safety issues along with mica, we still do not have the kind of 
independent testing and inspection for building sites and materials that we should have to en-
sure this can never happen again?  Is it reasonable that the regulation of products from quarries 
has been so lax in the history of the State, leaving open the possibility of these kinds of building 
defects and defective materials?  That is what caused this problem and pushed families through 
such major stress, worry and anxiety.  Having this compounded by the financial difficulties be-
cause the redress scheme is insufficient is unacceptable.

We must bear in mind that a house is not just bricks and mortar, it is the place where the 
members of a family forge their hopes and dreams�  It is where newborns are brought home and 
it is where the most important milestones for families are often celebrated�  It is often the last 
place people are before being laid to rest.  As a councillor I dealt a lot with residents affected 
by pyrite and fire safety defects and heard their first-hand stories about how they were affected.  
Initially, when people saw a crack they hoped it was just a settlement crack but then, over time, 
they realised their worst nightmares were coming into play�  At that point, people need full sup-
port rather than having to fight every step of the way to get support from the State.

It is true that the State alone is not responsible�  The State should be pursuing vigorously the 
suppliers of materials and builders who are responsible for this�  It is also the case, however, 
that over the years the State has failed with regard to testing building materials and has a very 
lax regime in place�  Until we have the kinds of regimes in place in other countries for testing 
building materials and carrying out independent inspections of building sites at every stage of 
the process, and for as long as we continue to rely on the industry to regulate itself for the most 
part, these sorts of issues will continue to emerge�  They issues are devastating for individuals 
and families and create a massive financial burden for the State and taxpayer.  It will cost more 
than €1 billion to address the mica issue and another €1 billion to correct fire safety defects in 
some 100,000 apartments constructed during the Celtic tiger years�  The State has already paid 
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out €160 million for pyrite remediation�  This money would be much better spent elsewhere if 
we had proper regulation, testing and standards�

After the issues caused by pyrite, mica and fire safety defects, the State has not fully learned 
lessons with regard to building materials, regulations, and independent inspection and testing�  
One would have thought that after the terrible tragedy at Grenfell Tower and all the lives lost 
there, the State would at this point be very rigorous in its approach�  I do not know why the 
Government has not moved to introduce the kinds of regulation and independent inspection 
regimes that are in place in other countries�  Why at this point has the Government not learned 
these lessons?  Why maintain the position where the taxpayer and State could potentially pay 
out these sums again in future?  Why put families and individuals in that position, with the 
stress they suffer as a result?

I fully support the motion and I thank Sinn Féin for tabling it�  It is good that the Govern-
ment, under pressure from the protests and the campaigners, has become more supportive than 
it was in the past�  If we do not bring inspections of building sites and the standards of building 
materials into line with those in other western European countries, we will continue to have 
these problems into the future�  That must happen�

15/06/2021JJ00200Deputy Bríd Smith: The protest today and the anger from the north west were really some-
thing to witness�  I saw a lot of politicians trying to curry favour at it but many of the protestors 
were not very comfortable with their presence�  This was mainly because these people have 
suffered under the legacy associated with the parties that oversaw the abuse of the system of 
building regulations in this country�

The 5,000 families affected by defective building blocks that contained mica, many of 
which were supplied in County Donegal by Cassidy Brothers builder providers, showed a lot 
anger, much of which was directed at the supplier�  In a statement, the supplier has denied all 
wrongdoing and blames the issue entirely on the Government’s lax regulations before 2013�  To 
some degree, the company is right that lax regulations were at fault�  However, that any sup-
plier, builder or developer could claim it was not their responsibility is hilarious�  Anybody who 
produces or sells goods has a responsibility to the consumer to know what the goods contain, 
what properties are in them and whether they are up to standard�  The people I spoke to were 
also angry with Donegal County Council, which continues to use the same supplier, including 
for many of the council’s social housing projects�

In the case of homes affected by pyrite, 100% of the remediation costs were paid.  In the 
case of mica remediation, it is proposed to pay 90% of the costs�  There have been attempts to 
make this a Donegal versus Dublin issue�  We totally reject that�  We support 100% redress for 
all those affected.  We also support levying a tax on the profits of the building industry in the 
longer term�  The issue is wider than Donegal, Mayo or, indeed, Dublin�  It is estimated that 
5,000 homes are affected in the north west from the use of mica.  More than 2,000 homes af-
fected by pyrite in Dublin have already been dealt with, at an average cost of €70,000�

A much wider and more pervasive issue exists, namely, the estimated 100,000 defective 
apartments caused by cost-cutting building practices in the Celtic tiger boom�  A working group 
is looking at the wider problem with homes�  The group’s only remit with regard to a solution 
is the option of setting up a low-interest or zero-interest loan scheme for owners to fix the prop-
erties�  It is estimated that the average cost could be €15,000 for each apartment, and possibly 
more�  Interestingly, the group is chaired by Seamus Neely, who was the manager of Donegal 
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County Council between 2010 and 2020 when many of these homes were built�  The defects 
in these apartments are varied but mainly involve the absence of fire walls between apartments 
and other fire safety elements, with water egress and water coming into apartments because of 
defective piping or drains�

The root cause of all three sets of problems - pyrite, mica and apartment block issues - are 
the building regulations during the boom years�  Essentially it was a system of self-regulation, 
light-touch regulation and self-certification with no oversight by the State and no real recourse 
for those affected or penalties for those guilty of building defective apartments or using defec-
tive materials.  Builders and developers got certifiers to certify projects with no on-site inspec-
tions�  When problems arose the legal position was that neither the builders nor the developers 
or those they hired to certify the homes could be held responsible�  It is absolute lunacy�  Many 
of the developers and builders who were responsible have since changed their names but are 
still operating as companies in the building industry�  None faces punishments or actions as a 
result of the statute of limitations and their ability to blame the certification rules in place at the 
time�

In 2017, a Dáil committee recommended that “The mission statement of the Redress Scheme 
should be: ‘Ordinary owners who purchased in good faith should not be liable for the costs of 
remediation caused by the incompetence, negligence or deliberate non-compliance of others’”�  
We support that statement�  Other demands included the establishment of a building standards 
and consumer protection agency to enforce building regulations, independent of developers and 
builders, and to make mandatory fire safety inspections of all building sites, and to extend the 
statute of limitations to run for years after the defects are first discovered.

A Dáil report from 2017 on this issue lists Priory Hall, Longboat Quay, Beacon South Quar-
ter, Millfield Manor and Balgaddy as just some of the private and public housing developments 
affected.  Poor design, shoddy workmanship and improper products resulted in badly built 
homes that were in breach of building and fire safety standards.  Greed, dishonesty and incom-
petence left many homeowners and council tenants with poor quality homes and hefty repair 
bills�  This could apply to the people of Donegal and Mayo today�

All of this was made possible by a weak regime of regulation and compliance in which self-
certification and limited independent inspections were the order of the day.  We do not yet know 
the full extent of this legacy�  The key issue is that light-touch self-regulation is no regulation 
at all�  What is to be done?  It is not good enough for the Government not to oppose the Sinn 
Féin motion tonight.  It must commit to the responsibility it has to the families who are affected, 
commit to 100% redress and pay for the tests in full�  The Government should levy a tax on the 
profits of the building industry to pay for all of this, and it must learn lessons.

Doing the same thing over and over again and expecting a different result is the definition 
of insanity.  To date, the Minister has lifted specifications on apartment sizes, has gifted public 
land to private developers and is creating strategic housing developments�  He has lifted height 
restrictions�  He is allowing non-stop build-to-let, student accommodation and co-living with 
no oversight on how these strategic developments impact on communities, the environment and 
wildlife�  Poor planning is turning a blind eye to the actions of the developers who frequently 
break rules and, I have heard, on occasion intimidate residents who oppose them�  Housing poli-
cies in this State must be determined by the needs of ordinary people and families for a decent 
safe home and not in the interests of builders, developers, suppliers, the Construction Industry 
Federation and the friends of the Galway tent�
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15/06/2021KK00200Deputy Mick Barry: The protest that took place outside the convention centre today was 
the largest protest seen anywhere in the State since the onset of the pandemic�  I stood with the 
people of Donegal and the north west and I listened to their stories�  I listened to the speeches�  
The loudest cheer was for a speaker who congratulated people for their organisation, discipline 
and politeness but made the point that if they were forced to return, they might not be so polite 
the next time.  That got the loudest cheer of the day.  It is significant that the first major protest 
to have taken place outside a sitting of the Dáil in 15 months has been on the issue of housing�  
I suspect it is the first of many protests we will see in the months and years ahead on the hous-
ing crisis�

When Paul Brady sang:

For there’s no place on earth just like

The homes of Donegal

he was referring to the famous warmth and welcome offered by the people of Donegal.  He 
was not to know about the infamous mica and what it would do to destroy so many of the homes 
in Donegal.  Of course, it is not just mica.  It is a system that puts profit first and before people.  
It is profits for the manufacturers of the concrete blocks, profits for the builders and profits for 
the insurance industry�  It is also about right-wing Governments�  Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael 
Governments down through the years have championed light-touch regulation and the type of 
building regulation one would not see in the wild west�  To be frank, they opened the door to 
this type of scandal taking place�

In one report this morning, I read that there should not be more than 1% of mica in a block�  
What was in some of the blocks in the homes of Donegal?  Was it 1�25%, 1�5% or 2%?  No�  In 
some cases it was 17%�  It is an absolute scandal�  The result is that people’s homes are crum-
bling around them�  It is typical of capitalism�  We save money in the short term but it ends up 
costing a whole lot more in the end�

The Government is under real pressure on this issue and is supporting the motion�  I say to 
the people who travelled from Donegal today to put no trust in the Government�  They should 
not let up the pressure until they have it in writing, signed, sealed and delivered, that 100% 
redress plus ancillary costs will be covered, which is the same as with the case of pyrite�  If the 
Government states that others should be forced to pay, it should not be the people of Donegal�  
They should get 100% redress�  If the Government goes after the building industry with a seri-
ous tax to help pay for this, it will have support from us�  The people in Donegal must get 100% 
redress and not one cent less�

15/06/2021KK00300Deputy Seán Canney: I welcome the opportunity to speak on this issue�  I thank Sinn Féin 
for tabling the motion and I acknowledge the number of people who travelled from Donegal, 
Mayo and Clare to be here today to voice their opinions�  The biggest issue in all of what we are 
discussing is what went wrong�  It is my view that the key issue is the lack of independent build-
ing control�  Building control is under the remit of our local authorities but local authorities do 
not have the resources to deal effectively with building control.  There is still an over-reliance 
on self-certification.  We need a new model for building control.  This makes sense when we 
see what it costs us to put right the wrongs of the past�  We also see how unsuspecting families 
bought their homes in good faith and took out mortgages but have been left with a structurally 
defective home or a home that is not fit for habitation.  They are paying a mortgage for a struc-
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turally defective home�

Another issue that comes to mind is the issue of mortgage protection and the insistence by 
the banks and mortgage providers that homeowners have structural defect insurance�  This is 
a very pertinent issue to raise this evening�  Where is the protection against structural defects 
in a new house where people have paid money for insurance?  It was a prerequisite to getting 
a loan�  It is still in place�  Even in the Rebuilding Ireland home loan scheme, people still need 
to have a structural guarantee on the building�  I have not heard much about this in the debate�  
If mortgage holders are paying for an insurance policy, it should be fit for purpose.  It is very 
important that we get this sorted out as soon as possible, rather than people believing they have 
something that is of no use to them when they seek to get some protection from it�  Since 2013, 
we have had the construction products regulation�  Who monitors this, who controls it and who 
makes sure that what it says on the tin is activated and carried out properly?

We have just spoken about the situation with mica�  There is also pyrite and issues with 
apartment blocks throughout the country and in the city which are defective and have to be put 
right�  If we are to do anything on this it would be important for the Government, with our sup-
port, to bring forward and invest in a proper building control policy and to make sure every lo-
cal authority has the necessary resources, not just tokenism and visiting 10% of properties being 
built�  We must give building control to people who can control it independently�  The resources 
put in place would reap dividends for the taxpayer for years to come�

It is very important that we do not continue in the same way�  We have to learn from the 
past and we have to learn from the costs�  This particular issue will cost a hell of lot of money 
and we should learn from this mistake.  It is high time we took it by the scruff of the neck and 
invested money in building control�  It is not spending money but investing money�  If we do 
this, we will reap the rewards.  We have self-regulation and everybody is providing a certificate 
but when that certificate is tested, it is found that nobody can stand behind it.  This is the impor-
tant issue.  Whether someone is an architect, an engineer or a building control officer, it is very 
important that whatever is certified stands the test legally.  The only way to do this is to have it 
done independently by local authorities�

15/06/2021KK00400Deputy Peadar Tóibín: I move amendment No� 2:

To insert the following after “and that industry contributes to the overall cost of remedi-
ating defective properties”:

“— the Government must launch a full public investigation into how defective ma-
terial was sold into the housing market in such quantity and for so long, and that those 
responsible are held to account�”�

Tá mé buíoch as an rún seo atá os ár gcomhair inniu�  I pay respect to the people of Donegal 
and Mayo who have come up to Dublin in their thousands today�  It is a big thing for people to 
take a full day off work and travel hundreds of miles from their home towns to Dublin, spend the 
whole day here and head back�  I know this because I have been involved in various campaigns 
on hospitals�  It takes a massive amount of dedication�  The campaign has done an awful lot of 
work to make sure today has happened and I pay respect to it�  I understand why the frustration 
is there because people have been battling for years for justice with regard to their homes�

Families’ lives have been absolutely destroyed in Donegal�  It is incredible�  When you 
speak to the families, as I have done, the level of damage done to their lives is enormous�  Their 
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life savings and everything they have in relation to their families is falling down around them�  
Many of them have no options for the future�

Also, we see that the local authorities will be hammered because the local authorities have 
some of these buildings�  Public houses, public buildings, farmyards and factories etc�, are all 
likely to be affected here.  One of the big issues of this crisis is that its scale is still fairly un-
known and people are only starting to find out that their buildings are defective.  The reason in 
part that the scale of the crisis is unknown is because families had to pay thousands of euro to 
get a survey done of their house to be able to apply for the current redress scheme�  I have spo-
ken to many families who simply are trying their best to ignore the cracks in their walls because 
they cannot afford even to participate in the application process for this scheme.  We in Aontú 
will be calling for the Government to make sure that families can survey their homes without 
significant financial cost to them.

In my view, there are two reasons why this happened.  The first is because of light-touch 
regulation�  Light-touch regulation is a legacy of decades of Fianna Fáil Government�  It has 
cost these families in Donegal everything that they have but it has also cost the citizens of this 
country billions for everything from the banks to insurance companies etc�  Light-touch regula-
tion or self-certification is no certification.  It is not worth the paper that it is written on and the 
fact that Fianna Fáil allowed this to happen over decades was, in my view, in order that many 
of its cronies could get rich while doing so�  That is what happened from insurance companies 
to banks and to construction companies�  They facilitated a system where this happened and the 
country is paying for it now�

This is also happening, in my view, because of the fact that we are a Dublin-centric State, 
we are a lob-sided country and we are becoming a city state�  I heard another Deputy state that 
this is not Dublin against the country�  It is not the people of Dublin against the country but it 
is the political establishment based in Dublin which does not give a tuppenny damn, typically, 
with regards counties such as Donegal, Mayo and Clare�  People say that the people of Donegal 
are different and that is because they are treated differently by this political establishment.  No 
doubt if it was south Dublin rather than Donegal, it would be 100% redress right away�

It is frustrating to me and many people that one of the suppliers of these blocks is still a sup-
plier to Donegal County Council�  If someone paints your house and does a terrible job of it, you 
do not keep employing them in the future to work on your house�  There is no reason a company 
should abide by the rules or proper functioning if it is guaranteed to have future business�  We 
are calling for 100% redress�  It has to be the only solution�

We in Aontú have also submitted an amendment to the Sinn Féin motion�  We want there to 
be a proper full public investigation into what happened with regards mica�  If there is no inves-
tigation, nobody is held responsible�  If there is no accountability, there is no change�  There has 
to be a public investigation�  I would urge all the political parties and the Government to support 
the Aontú amendment that there would be an independent public investigation into the crisis in 
Donegal�  If there is not, I guarantee it will happen over and over again�

15/06/2021LL00200An Ceann Comhairle: We move now to the Rural Independent Group where Deputy Mi-
chael Collins is sharing with his three colleagues�

15/06/2021LL00300Deputy Michael Collins: I think four colleagues, and two minutes each, if you do not mind�  
Thank you, Ceann Comhairle�
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Like many other Deputies here in the Dáil, I have been inundated with emails and calls re-
garding this mica crisis.  I wish to add my support and say a few words on the horrific situation 
in which these homeowners find themselves.

There is a misconception that builders should cover the cost�  The reality is that this is not 
a builders’ problem�  The builders built the houses on the assumption that the blocks met the 
standards set out in SI 288 of 1949, as was certified by the manufacturers of the blocks, Cassidy 
Brothers�

Another misconception is that it is up to the block manufacturer to sort out�  This is true, 
however it has proven impossible to sanction the manufacturer so far and no one has obtained 
any success from using legal recourse�

Asking homeowners to pay 10% for something that is not their fault is grossly unfair�  The 
reality is that, through caps and inclusions, the homeowners will effectively pay much more 
than 10%�  Some suggest it could be in the region of €100,000�  It is utterly shameful that these 
people, who have endured so much have been left with no choice but to bring their plight to 
the streets of Dublin�  For starters, they would have to obtain an engineer’s report which would 
cost €5,000 or more, and only after they are approved would they be reimbursed this money�  
With a capped grant allowance for square footage, many homes will be smaller than what they 
were previously unless homeowners provide the additional funds themselves�  Furthermore, 
homeowners who have been in receipt of Covid payments, those whose companies have been 
in receipt of Covid payments and pensioners will not be able to obtain a mortgage, leaving them 
financially stranded.

We all know the value of our homes and I am not talking about the financial value.  I refer 
to the heartbreak of these people seeing every day their homes crumble to nothing�  I certainly 
support them and the peaceful protest they had today in their thousands here in Dublin sent a 
very clear message�

15/06/2021LL00400Deputy Mattie McGrath: I too compliment the people of Donegal�  “The Homes of Done-
gal” was Bridie Gallagher’s lovely song�  I danced to her on my honeymoon in Jackson’s Hotel 
in Ballybofey but they kept to their homes today�

These people provided their own homes�  They are here to bring their plight to Government 
but the Government is not doing enough for them because looking after big business is the Gov-
ernment’s priority�  We saw it with the banks�  We see it with insurance companies every day of 
the week�  We see it with the beef cartels�  When it comes to the daoine beaga or little people - I 
do not mean that in any bad way - they are cast aside�

This is a racket�  There are big companies in this country�  They have more men in the 
quarries now�  You have CRH and others who could build the whole country�  This will cost €5 
billion or €6 billion for the houses alone all over the country that are affected, for instance, in 
Limerick, Clare, Mayo and Donegal�  This will cost big money�

There are companies that have taken over many of the small suppliers that were just hoovered 
up by vultures, and they need to pay�

How come, with the light-touch regulation, there is no one held accountable?  Why should 
the people who see their homes crumbling in front of them, what they lived for and what they 
worked for when they married and raised a family, have to pay?  I met grannies today, and 
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grandchildren�  Some of the grannies and grandparents could not come�  They should not have 
to come if this was a caring Government�  What did our people of 1916, 1921, 1922 and 1923 
fight for?  Freedom.  For what?  Was it for cartels and big companies to rape and plunder our 
country and let people go to hell?

I met people from the top of Donegal today who spent four and five hours travelling here to 
have to bring their case to Dublin�  They livened up Dublin�  It has been dead for long enough 
with the Covid lockdown�  They brought a spirit of energy and enthusiasm�  All they want is to 
live in their houses, live out their days and pass them on to their families but the big business 
cartels who have the big parties here - Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael and now the Greens - in their 
pockets are just laughing all the way to the bank�  There is no mercy for these people�

The Taoiseach stated today they would be paid�  Why do they have to get €5,000 upfront for 
a report?  Why do they have to rent houses while they are being done?

These houses should be demolished because you cannot fix them because it could reappear.  
I know a little about it�  We need to pony up here and go after the big companies which supplied 
the faulty material�

15/06/2021LL00500Deputy Richard O’Donoghue: I have been in construction all my life and everything I 
do has to be certified.  Quarries supplied materials to these people that was certified.  There is 
amount of quarries that have pyrite on them that are owned by massive international companies 
that own 30 or 40 quarries in this country and they are responsible for pyrite and mica in this 
country�

Pyrite is in Clare�  It is in Limerick�  At present, I have cases in Limerick with pyrite and they 
are only being investigated now�

People should not have to pay one penny in Limerick�  They bought their houses�  They paid 
for their houses�  They paid for their material�  All the instruction was there given by Govern-
ment on what they had to get certified.  The buck stops with the supplier of the material that 
caused this for houseowners and the buck stops with the Government�  Certify everything and 
you are covered�

They should not have to pay one penny�  They have paid their mortgages, they have paid the 
interest on their mortgages and this country has bailed out the banks.  The banks certified the 
houses�  Now the banks should put them back exactly the way they were and compensate, with 
the Government and the quarries that gave the material to build these houses�

We can see there is a problem with supply and demand for housing in this country at present�  
Fix this and do not let one Limerick person or anyone else in this country pay a dime towards 
the Government’s mistakes�

15/06/2021MM00100Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: I support the motion and thank Sinn Féin for tabling it�  This 
is an important matter�

The protestors today were an orderly and large crowd, but the anguish on their faces said it 
all�  This afternoon, the Taoiseach asked why people did not go after quarries or other entities, 
but the Government should give them 100% because they do not have the wherewithal to take 
anyone to court to get redress�  If the Government believes that someone is escaping the net but 
should be playing a role, let it go after him or her.  In the first instance, though, it must give the 
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affected people 100%.  Giving 90% was only codding them.  They would end up paying 40% 
or 50% because of a loophole�  It was suggested that they should get an engineer’s report�  We 
deal with engineers every day of the week and we know what they charge�  They would have 
to charge a hefty bill.  The people affected by this issue do not have that kind of money.  The 
Minister of State must realise that�

When anything happens in Dublin, the Government sees to it right away�  There was one 
shower of rain here a few years back and the then Taoiseach, Bertie Ahern, put on his welling-
tons, went out and sorted out the situation, but a flood could be flowing in through our front 
door and out through the back door and no one would look at us.  We would have to fight flat on 
our backs to get flood relief for Glenflesk or anywhere else or to be allowed to cut a few bushes, 
which the Government would not let us do�

I appeal to the Minister of State now�  We all heard the songs of Bridie Gallagher in Jackie 
Healy-Rae’s Bar in Kilgarvan 30 or 40 years ago�  She sang eloquently about the homes of 
Donegal�  It is a fright to God if we are going to let the homes of Donegal fall down on the 
ground around people now�  We have to play our part, as must the Government�

15/06/2021MM00200Deputy Michael Healy-Rae: I thank my colleagues for allowing me some of their time to 
make a small contribution�  It is only right and proper that every Deputy should be present to 
tell the good people who came here today in order to highlight this issue that their homes are 
their castles�  When they might have nothing else, the most important thing in the whole world 
are their homes�  Little boys and girls came today with their parents and grandparents�  They are 
growing up in homes that are falling down around them�  That is sad�

On the practical side, people are reaching out for help�  The redress scheme is not enough�  
As has been stated, someone has to get an engineer’s report in order to join the scheme, and the 
most someone can get from the scheme is 90%�

I do not want another category of person to be forgotten�  I dealt with the case of a young 
man who had made friends with a young lady�  She had bought a house and he had his built 
and the pair were deep in mortgage debt�  They are now married but are faced with only being 
able to get into the scheme in respect of one of those houses�  The other house will be left to fall 
down to the ground because it will get no percentage�  Awful situations like theirs must be con-
sidered as well�  There are people who worked hard all their lives and built a holiday home only 
for that house to be falling down now�  They are equally entitled to our care and consideration�  
Farm buildings, factories and even public buildings are falling down because of this problem�

The Government must show compassion, sympathy and solidarity with the good people 
who came to Dublin today�  I compliment each and every one of them�  I thank the Garda, who 
never had as easy a job as they had today because the people who came were the salt of the earth 
and the soundest and nicest people one could have the pleasure of meeting�  They came to put 
our their hands and ask in an ordinary way for the Government to please help them�  I hope that 
we will all be there to help them�

15/06/2021MM00300Deputy Thomas Pringle: I am sharing time with Deputies Harkin, McNamara and Fitzmau-
rice�

I am happy to speak in support of this motion�  It has been a great day for the campaigners 
from Donegal and the rest of the north west - a large turnout and support for the rally in Dublin, 
discussions during Leaders’ Questions and now this motion�  However, the reality is that we 
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should not be here�  We should not have had to force buses full of people to travel down to the 
Oireachtas to be heard�  We should not have families sharing their terror and trauma at watching 
their homes crumbling around them�  We should not have years of Government disinterest and 
disrespect for homeowners in the north west�

Homeowners, local authorities, schools and community halls should have been able to trust 
that they were not building with defective concrete blocks�  People should have been able to 
trust that the Government would provide an appropriate 100% redress scheme as per the prec-
edent set in Leinster following the pyrite scandal�  Industry and insurance companies should 
have been held accountable from the first instances of the mica scandal.  That is “Fianna Fáil-
ness” and “Fine Gaelness”, though - “shoulda, coulda, woulda”�  Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael 
would not listen until there was a national outcry.  They would not take action until affected 
voices got the ear of the national media�  They would not be shocked and angry until media 
outlets asked for quotes while they were milking photo ops�  It was shameful�

The people of Donegal, so often feeling like they live in the forgotten county, are making 
their voices heard now�  The Mica Action Group has been in existence since 2014�  Cassidy 
Brothers Limited, one of the manufacturers of the concrete blocks, was asked to provide a civil 
engineering company with the recipe for a typical block back in 2011�  At the time, the company 
said that there was a mix of 6�4% concrete�  Independent testing showed that the cement content 
was actually between 3�7% and 4�5%�  That is ten years ago now�  This is not a new issue�  It 
has not dropped out of the sky or happened overnight.  Families affected have been raising it 
for years, gathering their own evidence, analysis and testing and becoming experts on mica and 
defective blocks.  People affected are expected to continue repaying their mortgages and might 
also have to pay rent while their homes are demolished and rebuilt�  It is a national scandal�  I 
am delighted to see the country behind us in Donegal and our neighbours in the north west�

The Taoiseach stated today that this issue had not been highlighted in manifestos, yet I know 
of one manifesto that did highlight it�  That manifesto reads:

MY SOLUTION:

- Deliver the long-awaited Mica Redress Scheme�

- Address insurance cost issues for homeowners affected.

- Ensure timely implementation of the scheme by Donegal County Council�

- Provide 100% grants for mica-affected homeowners in line with North Leinster.

- Meet the temporary accommodation needs of mica homeowners�

- Amend the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act to relieve mica homeowners of prop-
erty tax�

  The report of the expert panel also contained the following observations: 

Finally, it is not normal for concrete blocks to fail in the manner observed�  It is the 
Panel’s opinion, which was supported by the laboratory reports provided, that the concrete 
blocks which deteriorated in the manner observed were not fit for purpose.

It also stated: “the Panel acknowledges that there has been reluctance by some key stake-
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holders to share information due to commercial sensitivities and for reasons of litigation” and 
that it was “clear to the Panel that the affected homeowners, through no fault of their own, are 
in a difficult position with very few, if any, realistic options available in order to obtain redress.”  
It is important that those responsible be held to account, but not at the expense of homeowners�

15/06/2021MM00400Deputy Marian Harkin: I acknowledge those who travelled to Dublin today, mainly from 
Donegal and Mayo, to demand, rightly, 100% redress�  None of us in the Chamber can imagine 
the horror of looking at the walls of our homes as they split, as gaps appear between the walls 
and the floor and as holes open up beside doors and windows.  None of us can imagine that aw-
ful pain in the pit of our stomachs�

I thank Sinn Féin for this timely and important motion and I recognise that the Government 
is not opposing it�  I will table an amendment to include homeowners in County Sligo�  I hope 
that it will be accepted by all�  I have written to the Minister of State about this issue�  I ask that 
he meet all four of the Deputies from the constituency�  Nearly two months ago, Sligo County 
Council also wrote to the Minister of State about this matter�  Blocks containing pyrite and mica 
do not respect county boundaries.  Homeowners in west Sligo suffer the same as those in Mayo 
and homeowners in north Sligo suffer the same as those in Donegal.

The current schemes are inadequate�  People are being asked to spend large amounts of 
money on reports and assessments and there is no provision for renting accommodation, stor-
age, etc�  I support the view that those who are responsible should be held responsible, but it is 
crucial that the Government provide a safety net for citizens and deal with those who bear the 
responsibility�

15/06/2021MM00500Deputy Michael McNamara: Unlike some Deputies who said that this was not a new 
problem in their constituencies and counties, it is a problem that has only manifested itself 
relatively recently in Clare�  I acknowledge the approach that the Department has taken to the 
problem in Clare�  I raised the matter in the Dáil at the end of last year�  The Minister of State, 
Deputy Noonan, took that Topical Issue debate and invited an engineering report from Clare 
County Council�

7 o’clock

I wish to acknowledge the work Clare County Council has done�  It is in the process of com-
pleting that report.  It did a study of five houses in County Clare and found pyrite, not mica, in 
all of them�  That report is near completion�  Through its investigations, it also discovered two 
estates in County Clare, which may have been built with blocks containing pyrite�  One may ask 
how that emerges out of nowhere�  Similarly to the houses, this has emerged after the insula-
tion was carried out in the block cavity because when there is less air circulation, the problem 
manifests itself�  That is not to suggest the problem is caused by insulation�  Not at all, but it 
sometimes manifests after the houses are insulated�  It is estimated there are at least 50 private 
houses and there may be up to two council-built estates in County Clare in which pyrite blocks 
were used�

  From being a new problem, it is becoming a big problem�  I compliment Sinn Féin on 
bringing this motion and I ask the Minister of State to seriously consider fully compensating ho-
meowners and then going after the manufacturers�  As Deputy O’Donoghue pointed out, some 
of these block manufacturers are large, multinational corporations�  It may well be the State is 
in a position to go after them but individual homeowners are, literally, putting their houses on 
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the line in going after these huge corporations, because they will fight at every step of the way.  
That is, unfortunately, how commercial litigation works�

  I ask the Minister of State to step in, carry out the works for the homeowners and then go 
after the quarry owners�

15/06/2021NN00200Deputy Michael Fitzmaurice: We need to acknowledge the people from counties Donegal 
and Mayo and other areas who came today�  People power has spoken�  It needs to be addressed 
straight away�  Buying a house is probably one of the biggest investments in a person’s life�  
To be paying a mortgage and then having to pay rent because one’s house is falling apart is 
intolerable�  There is an opportunity here for the Government, which should address the situa-
tion.  I have seen this figure of €1 billion.  The Government is not afraid to spend €3 billion in 
a hospital, where there does not seem to be any accountancy going on�  The same company will 
bring the Government to court again and pull another bill out of it, because that is the way the 
contract was done�

However, these vulnerable people in these counties have been left high and dry�  I saw it in 
County Mayo a few years ago�  It is an intolerable situation�  There are companies out there, 
some of which I know in Dublin, which sold the product�  All of these companies are large 
operators which sold product�  They had to have product insurance whether they like it or not�  
Some of them folded but there still had to be insurance there�  The State should go after them 
when all this is over�

The State should look after ordinary people on the ground and make sure they are secure in 
their homes and that everything is sorted but should then go after these guys�  I have seen some 
of the guys, who have been involved in this pyrite situation, reporting others about tar plants 
and so on, because they are trying to have monopolies�  Monopolies should not be tolerated in 
this country�  These guys who are at that should not be�  The people of Ireland will not stand 
for what is going on�  There was insurance at the time, whether it is ten or 15 years ago�  The 
Government needs to go after them, to make sure it gets the money out of it because insurance 
companies are, once again, walking away scot-free�

15/06/2021NN00300An Ceann Comhairle: We will hear the Minister of State, Deputy Burke, who is sharing 
with Deputy McHugh�

15/06/2021NN00400Minister of State at the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(Deputy Peter Burke): I thank Members for the valuable contributions�  I have listened closely 
to the comments and statements and I appreciate and acknowledge the level of anger and frus-
tration felt by communities in counties Donegal and Mayo and beyond, as has been alluded to 
by other speakers in the House�

Earlier today, I had the privilege of going outside to meet with the residents who were affect-
ed by this awful saga�  I received a submission from Savannah, a young girl out in the middle 
of the protest, in a respectful way�  For people who have travelled long journeys to be here in 
Dublin, adjacent to the convention centre this afternoon, the dignity and respect they carried in 
having their voice heard is commendable, considering the frustrations and nightmares they are 
going through�  As many allude to and speak about these nightmares, it is unbelievable what 
these families are going through, in terms of what is happening to their homes�

I was outside, along with Deputies McHugh, Ring and Carey and Senator Burke, to engage 
with the residents and heard many of their personal stories throughout the afternoon and many 
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of the speeches made by those involved in the campaign�  I also have been kept updated in all 
matters relating to the scheme, by my colleague, Deputy McHugh, and he has impressed on me 
and on the Government the need for change and the need to review this scheme�

I met Fine Gael councillors, namely, Councillors Harley, Kavanagh, McGuinness and Swee-
ny in County Donegal, on the same issue a number of months ago�  I have heard loud and clear 
the voice of their community through them, its elected representatives from my party�  They 
were expressing their clear frustrations in terms of their community and what they are going 
through�  The Government has committed to providing solutions here�  I reiterate the statements 
made by and sentiments of the Minister, Deputy Darragh O’Brien, earlier in that the scheme is 
now under active consideration by the Department and the Government, with a view to making 
it more accessible for the affected, defective concrete blocks in counties Mayo and Donegal.  
The Taoiseach is already on record today in this House on the matter�

Our homes are a place in which we seek refuge�  We go there for safety, security and to 
feel at ease and in comfort.  When one can no longer find refuge in one’s home and when one 
is anxious and worried about the safety of oneself and one’s family and the security of one’s 
future, this has a lasting effect.  We must provide and assist homeowners and provide solutions 
for mica to enable them to again feel safe and plan their future in their homes�

Members will be familiar with the scheme and the purpose for which it was set up, to deal 
with defective concrete blocks, cracks and fissures, which are affecting the structural integrity 
of people’s homes�  The Department is engaging in ongoing dialogue with the Department of 
the Environment, Climate and Communications and the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ire-
land, SEAI, to provide clarity on whether eligible homeowners can access SEAI grant funding, 
while also availing of the defective concrete blocks grant scheme�  This would also help prevent 
a lock-in of carbon inefficiencies in their homes.

Many comparisons have been made with the pyrite resolution scheme, which were well 
articulated by Members�  I accept the valid points made today and I reiterate discussions are 
ongoing between the Department, local authorities and the local action groups on the ground 
going through this issue�  We hear their frustration�  I acknowledge again the respectful way it 
was brought to us today�

The Department and local authorities have engaged with local communities extensively, 
over the past decade, with a report of the expert panel on concrete blocks commissioned by 
the Government and published in 2017.  This report identified and investigated the issues and 
examined how best the Government could support affected homeowners.  The aim has always 
been to return dwellings to the conditions they were in before they were affected by excessive 
amounts of mica and pyrite�  I assure the House the Government is committed to improving 
supports for homeowners affected by defective blocks.

We have heard the message carried out today by thousands of people who made the journey 
from counties Donegal and Mayo and beyond.  Work is under way to find a workable solution.

15/06/2021NN00500Deputy Joe McHugh: I thank the Minister, Deputy Darragh O’Brien, for meeting the Mica 
Action Group today, including Paddy Diver, Ann Owens, Eileen Doherty and Michael Doherty�  
I also could mention Councillor Martin McDermott and Eamonn Jackson�  I also thank Deputy 
Mac Lochlainn and his colleagues for putting down this motion tonight and keeping this issue 
on the radar�  Today was an important day, as the Minister of State, Deputy Peter Burke, pointed 
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out, in meeting the people, listening to them and getting a good feel for where they are at�  I 
acknowledge Savannah Diver, as did the Minister of State, in presenting that letter to the Gov-
ernment�  We all talk about health and family and the importance of health and family in daily 
discourse, but what is health and family without a home?

 We have an opportunity, as a Government, to put the hand up and acknowledge the 90:10 
scheme is not working, cannot work and will not work�  I had envisaged it working at its incep-
tion but when one really has a 70:30 scheme through the backdoor, it was never going to take 
off.  We have an opportunity.  The six-week period is important.  It is important we stick to that 
time period�

It is also important not to get caught up in other parts of the plan of the working group over 
the coming weeks�  I refer to welcoming the extensive and potential reach and looking at the 
source of the problem and bringing insurance companies into the picture as well and seeing if 
there can be other sources of income�  The Government cannot allow that to be used an excuse 
to delay the scheme�  People have waited long enough�  A decade is a long time in anyone’s life�  
It is longer than a life sentence in prison in many jurisdictions�  The Government cannot do this 
any more�  I am not just talking about us, as legislators, but about people at a very high level 
within the Civil Service, including those in the Attorney General’s office, the Department of 
the Taoiseach, the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform or the Department of Finance 
today�  The Department of Finance is where the protest ended up�  Those people have to listen 
and understand that this is not just a monetary issue�  This is a life issue�  This is an issue of lives 
that have been on hold for too long�

We all heard stories of people enhancing their houses during lockdown and doing work on 
their gardens, doing up their kitchens or buying new curtains�  Anybody who was living in a 
mica-affected house during Covid did not have that luxury.  All they had was an opportunity to 
spend more time in that isolation without hope�  I met a man today who said he has a digger at 
his disposal but he does not have the heart to even fix his lane because he knows his home is 
crumbling to pieces�  The Government has to make a big statement here and do the right thing�  
Whatever it takes to rectify this issue and get it right, we have to do it�  This is an issue of para-
mount importance�  When we leave this place tonight or on Thursday and head up the road to 
our constituencies, we will do so in the full knowledge that we are going to homes that are safe 
and are not falling down.  The only difference between the houses that are crumbling at the mo-
ment and something like an earthquake is that in an earthquake, houses fall down immediately�  
These houses are still falling down.  The difference is that they are falling down slowly and 
that has put trauma, heartache, anxiety, stress, pressure and strain on families and individuals�  
The Government and the House have the opportunity to unite on this issue, to do the right thing 
and to honour these people whose lives have been on hold and who have had to endure such 
heartache for the past ten years�  We have the opportunity to do that and now is the time to do it�

15/06/2021OO00200Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh: I commend all the people who travelled to the protest today, 
particularly those from my county of Mayo�  The unity between Donegal and Mayo over the 
years has been extraordinary�  It has been many years since my colleague, Deputy Mac Lo-
chlainn, and I raised this issue in the Seanad�  At that time, nobody would listen�  I commend the 
work of the action committees�  These are my neighbours, friends and people I know�  They are 
worn out by how they have been treated, by both the previous Government and this one�  The 
Minister name-checked all his colleagues and I want to name-check a few people as well�  Jose-
phine Murphy and Dorothy Keane have fought for years to get this scheme in place�  When we 
first discovered pyrite in Mayo, the problem was, in the main, confined to the Erris area.  Those 
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two people in particular, with others like Michael Healy, fought for years for a scheme to be put 
in place.  It is amazing that these people are not looking for compensation.  All they are looking 
for is their homes to be reinstated�  Laura Devers and Jaime-Lee Donnelly have taken up the 
case in Ballina, as have other members of the action group there, and I commend them as well�

The other day, a man described to me how a bat came in through his house�  We have 
watched this happen over the years�  We have watched the cracks widen and the Government 
throw its hands in the air�  Then, it came along with a take-it-or-leave-it scheme�  That was the 
situation these homeowners were in with the so-called 90:10 scheme�  It was take it or leave it 
and it was almost as if the Government wanted people not to take it, so it could say it offered 
them something and then turn its back again�  What part of 100% does the Government not 
understand?  The people who were here today were very polite and mannerly, as the people in 
the north west are, but the Government should not mistake that for weakness�  Something has 
happened within the west�  There is unity within the west about not taking this any more�  We 
do not begrudge the people in the east the 100% scheme they received because they deserved it 
too, but why should we be treated differently just because we live on the west coast?  It happens 
time and again�  Enough is enough and we are not taking it anymore�

Those responsible for what happened here, including the Government and light-touch regu-
lators, have scarpered�  The insurance industry, the banks and the suppliers all disappeared 
because they are used to dealing with Governments that do not hold them to account�  They are 
used to dealing with Governments that are so close to them that they do not have to be held to 
account.  That has to stop now.  I saw this come up time and again in the finance committee, 
whether with the tracker mortgages, the insurance companies or whatever else�  It has to stop�  
The Government is here to protect people and their livelihoods�

Just because people have made applications to this scheme does not mean they have ac-
cepted that it is okay.  The scheme is clearly not fit for purpose.  We must look at the issues like 
the accommodation, windows, doors and energy�  I hear what the Minister and his Government 
colleagues are saying and that they empathise with people�  We need to go out of here this week 
and assure the people of Mayo, Donegal, Sligo, Clare and Limerick that they are going to get 
100% redress�

I am very proud to be from County Mayo and I am proud of the people who came here 
today.  We are fighting back and it is the Government’s responsibility to end this nightmare for 
those people�  The Minister spoke about active consideration but that is not going to build any 
houses�  It is not going to put to right the wrongs that have been done here�  I ask the Minister 
to please not mince words�  He must ask the Taoiseach and the Tánaiste to come out and agree 
with the Deputies who have spoken here tonight�  They should instruct the local authorities on 
the changes to be made to the scheme in order that these houses can be reinstated�  It is not only 
the houses that are crumbling; it is people’s lives�  I have witnessed it�  People’s physical and 
mental health has deteriorated�  What has happened here is not right�  Did the people in 1916 
die for citizens to be treated like this?

15/06/2021OO00300Deputy Eoin Ó Broin: I was very proud to stand today in full support of the people of 
Donegal, Sligo, Mayo and Clare, calling for justice�  They had many supporters here in Dublin 
who are also living in defective Celtic tiger-era apartments�  Many speakers have rightly noted 
that these families have been living with defective blocks for eight long years�  The expert 
panel on mica identified 2013 as the date pyritic and mica blocks were first discovered.  For 
eight long years, these families have been living with this scandal�  In 2017, the expert panel 
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brought this issue to light and highlighted the action that should be taken�  Only a few months 
later, the Oireachtas housing committee unanimously endorsed the Safe as Houses? report call-
ing for a redress scheme for all those affected by Celtic tiger latent defects.  Yet, it was not until 
2020 that a scheme was even put in place, for which people would only be able to draw down 
money this year�  I am not going to repeat the comments of nearly everybody who has spoken 
today other than to emphasise that the scheme that is currently available to families in Donegal 
and Mayo, and, hopefully, in the future in Sligo, Clare and elsewhere, is simply not fit for pur-
pose�  Anybody who would ask a family to pay €7,000 for an engineer’s report to get entry to a 
scheme did not understand the scale of the problem�  Whether it is a rate of 10%, 20% or 30%, 
these families should not have to pay for defects that they did not create�  Equally, they should 
not have to pay for the storage and accommodation costs incurred while remediation is taking 
place�  Therefore, the one loud and clear demand from the streets of Dublin today and from this 
Chamber is for 100% redress and nothing less�  

We must also understand that many council properties are affected.  That means that council 
tenants are living in defective properties�  Separate to the changes that I hope will emerge from 
the short review of this defective block scheme, local authorities - wherever they might be - 
must also be given the funding required to ensure that their tenants are not living in defective 
properties.  There has been some talk about whether we should compare different schemes.  Of 
course different schemes are different in detail but the core principle must be the same.  People 
living in properties with defects in the ground, in the blocks, in the fire safety set-up or in any 
other aspect of construction should not have to pay the associated costs�  One of the core prin-
ciples on which the cross-party report, Safe as Houses?, was agreed was that ordinary owners 
who purchased in good faith should not be liable for the costs of remediation caused by the 
incompetence, negligence or deliberate non-compliance of others�  It is not their fault and they 
should not have to put their hands in their pockets�  

I also have some concerns about a separate issue but one that runs in parallel with this topic�  
The Minister set up a group to explore the issue of defective buildings�  It has met several times 
this year and the group is due to send a report to the Minister by the summer, in time for budget 
2022, to feed into another remediation scheme for those in properties that have fire safety and 
structural defects�  My understanding is that the work of that group is very delayed�  It may not 
meet its target deadline of having a report with the Government by this summer, and, therefore, 
there may not be any redress of any kind for defects originating in construction undertaken dur-
ing the Celtic tiger era, whether those buildings are in Dublin, Clare or elsewhere�  That would 
simply be unconscionable�  

Therefore, I urge the Minister to not only complete the time-bound review in six weeks 
or less to ensure 100% redress but also to ensure that the separate working group on building 
defects concludes its work as a matter of urgency in time for budget 2022 to ensure that the 
thousands of homeowners living in apartments and duplexes with fire safety defects or water 
ingress or both are also given the right to 100% redress�  I wish to emphasise a point of all 
my colleagues, which is while today’s demonstration was determined, there was also a clear 
underlying anger�  Eight years of a wait is too long�  It is not what people say in this Chamber 
tonight that matters, it is what they do in the days and the weeks to come�  If people think it will 
be possible to come out of that review with anything less provided for than 100% redress, then 
many more people will be marching in the streets of Dublin in the future and they will continue 
to have the support of Sinn Féin�  

I am absolutely delighted, therefore, to support the initiative of my colleagues, Deputies 
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Doherty, Mac Lochlainn, Conway-Walsh and others�  I urge all Deputies to not only support this 
motion, but to make 100% redress and nothing less a reality in the weeks ahead�

Amendment agreed to�  

15/06/2021PP00300Deputy Marian Harkin: I move amendment No� 1:

   (a) To insert the word “Sligo” after “in Donegal, Mayo and Clare”; 

   (b) To insert the word “Sligo” after “homeowners in Clare”; 

    and 

   (c) To insert the word “Sligo” after “provide those affected by defective blocks in 
Donegal, Mayo, Clare,”� 

Amendment agreed to�

Motion, as amended, agreed to�

15/06/2021PP00600Ábhair Shaincheisteanna Tráthúla - Topical Issue Matters

15/06/2021PP00700An Ceann Comhairle: I wish to advise the House of the following in respect of which 
notice has been given under Standing Order 37 and the name of the Member in each case: (1) 
Deputy Patrick Costello - to discuss the need for a national support group for parents with chil-
dren in care; (2) Deputies Fergus O’Dowd and Ged Nash - to discuss Garda resources and the 
serious reported assaults that took place in the east Meath coastal area over recent weeks; (3) 
Deputies Thomas Pringle, Pearse Doherty, Holly Cairns and Maurice Quinlivan - to discuss the 
implications of the Stobart Air liquidation and Government support for the aviation sector and 
affected employees; (4) Deputy Éamon Ó Cuív - to discuss the need for religious services and 
visits to recommence in prisons; (5) Deputy Neale Richmond - to discuss the implementation 
of the Northern Irish protocol of the withdrawal agreement with the Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs; (6) Deputy Richard O’Donoghue - to discuss compensation for continued costs incurred 
by rural people who have no access to public transport; (7) Deputy Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire - to 
discuss the ongoing restrictions on partners attending at maternity hospitals; (8) Deputy Dessie 
Ellis - to discuss the potential breakdown in services such as meals on wheels which are sup-
ported by community employment schemes; (9) Deputy Joan Collins - to discuss the liquidation 
on 4 June of Hesed House on Tyrconnell Road, Inchicore, an integral counselling and psycho-
therapy service; (10) Deputy Kieran O’Donnell - to discuss HSE plans to ensure no delay in 
the roll-out of the vaccination programme for Limerick; (11) Deputy Michael Moynihan - to 
discuss the recent All-Island Research Observatory, AIRO, report and analysis of Government 
funding to Cork County Council; (14) Deputy Carol Nolan - to discuss the need for the Govern-
ment to address concerns around the viability of the post office network; (15) Deputy Mairéad 
Farrell - to discuss the current lack of paediatric pain consultants in the county available to see 
children; (17) Deputy John Lahart - to discuss the relocation of Firhouse Educate Together Sec-
ondary School to the grounds of Firhouse College; (19) Deputy Martin Browne - to discuss the 
benefits of the proposed M24 route as an alternative to the proposed M20 route from Limerick 
to Cork; (20) Deputies Aodhán Ó Ríordáin and Duncan Smith - to discuss the urgent need for a 
dedicated Garda unit for suburban rail lines; (21) Deputy Mick Barry - to discuss the matter of 
the grading of leaving certificate oral examinations; (22) Deputy Eoin Ó Broin - to discuss the 
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Interim Report on Mortality in the Single Homeless Population 2020, which was published in 
June; (23) Deputy Bernard J� Durkan - to discuss the need for carbon reduction and a globally 
sustainable agrifood business to survive side by side; and (24) Deputy Bríd Smith - to discuss 
the information demanded by estate agents prior to arranging home viewings�

The matters raised by Deputy Patrick Costello; Deputy Michael Moynihan; Deputy Neale 
Richmond; and Deputies Thomas Pringle, Pearse Doherty, Holly Cairns and Maurice Quinlivan 
have been selected for discussion�

15/06/2021PP00800Ceisteanna ar Sonraíodh Uain Dóibh - Priority Questions

15/06/2021PP00850International Agreements

15/06/2021PP0090051� Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the details of the agreement 
reached by the G7 and outlined in its communiqué published on 5 June 2021 regarding interna-
tional tax reform in particular the introduction of a global minimum tax rate of at least 15% for 
each country; the way it will operate; the impact on the State, its revenues and inward invest-
ment offering over medium and long-term horizons; his views on this position; his negotiating 
objective in relation to same in negotiations at OECD level; and if he will make a statement on 
the matter� [31854/21]

15/06/2021PP01000Deputy Pearse Doherty: On 5 June, the G7 reached an agreement on concrete actions, 
including a suite of tax measures to respond to the increasing globalisation and digitalisation of 
the world economy�  Among the measures agreed was the introduction of a global minimum tax 
rate of at least 15% for each country�  All we have is a published communiqué but the Minister 
was in the room in his capacity as the president of the Eurogroup�  Will he update the Dáil on 
the details of this part of the agreement, the application of the minimum rate and whether that 
minimum rate will be an effective or headline rate?

15/06/2021PP01100Minister for Finance (Deputy Paschal Donohoe): I thank the Deputy for raising this issue 
and I propose to take Questions Nos� 51 and 53 together�

15/06/2021PP01200Deputy Pearse Doherty: I apologise for interrupting but my understanding is that priority 
questions cannot be grouped.  We sought guidance from the Ceann Comhairle’s office and we 
were told that the Minister’s office had been informed of that advice.  It is important that we 
deal with these two matters separately and priority questions cannot be grouped�

15/06/2021PP01300Deputy Paschal Donohoe: I was not informed of that guidance but I am in the hands of 
the Ceann Comhairle and I am happy to deal with these questions in whatever way he sees fit.

15/06/2021PP01400An Ceann Comhairle: I take it that Deputy Doherty is correct�  I was not aware that prior-
ity questions could be grouped with each other�  My understanding is that priority questions can 
be grouped with other non-priority questions�

15/06/2021PP01500Deputy Paschal Donohoe: I am happy to be guided by the Ceann Comhairle and to deal 
with the questions in the way he sees fit.

15/06/2021PP01600An Ceann Comhairle: I thank the Minister�
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15/06/2021PP01700Deputy Paschal Donohoe: I welcome the opportunity to brief the Dáil on the international 
tax discussions on foot of the G7 meeting, which I attended in my role as president of the Eu-
rogroup�  It is important to stress that the Government believes that it is in everyone’s interest 
to achieve a sustainable, ambitious and equitable agreement on modernising the framework for 
international tax to reflect increasing globalisation and digitalisation.  Second, it is also impor-
tant to highlight that reform of the international tax rules has now been part of a process since 
2013.  Since 2018, Ireland has constructively engaged in the more recent discussions to find 
a solution at the OECD�  This is the subject of the current negotiations which are expected to 
conclude this year�  The OECD is proposing a two-pillar solution�  Pillar 1 concerns the alloca-
tion of a proportion of taxing rights, while pillar 2 is in regard to a minimum effective tax rate 
for larger companies�

The Government noted the communiqué of 5 June from the G7 finance ministers, which 
includes the desire for a global minimum effective tax rate of at least 15%.  Deputy Doherty 
asked a specific question about that meeting.  The only document which emerged from the G7 
regarding that group’s intent was the communiqué to which the Deputy referred�  As important 
as that communiqué is, and it is important, it is also important to stress that it now provides 
a large input into a process in which 139 countries are now participating�  The minimum rate 
does create challenges for Ireland and other small countries for good reasons�  It is my intention 
to continue to make the case for an agreement to accommodate Ireland’s low but substantial 
12�5% rate� 

15/06/2021PP01800Deputy Pearse Doherty: The Minister knows Sinn Féin supports the OECD base erosion 
and profit shifting, BEPS, process.  The announcement by the G7 of its intention to establish 
a global minimum effective corporation tax rate of 15% was the view of that group regarding 
where pillar 2 of that process should land, but there are other views�  Pillar 2 in any global 
minimum effective corporate tax rate will not be decided by the G7 alone, but will be subject 
to the agreement of 139 countries and jurisdictions under the OECD inclusive framework, 
including Ireland�  It is clear that this process has momentum and that the members of the G7 
and the broader OECD are already seeking carve-outs and exemptions for strategic industries 
and economies under pillars 1 and 2�  It is also clear that they will doggedly pursue their own 
national interests in that process, as is the right of those countries�  We must pursue an outcome 
that is fair and that works for all countries and jurisdictions party to the process, including Ire-
land�  It is our view in Sinn Féin that any agreement reached at the OECD should accommodate 
an effective corporation tax rate of 12.5%.  What strategy is the Minister going to adopt ahead 
of the G20 and OECD talks?  Does he believe that there is any support internationally for this 
approach?

15/06/2021QQ00200Deputy Paschal Donohoe: The strategy we will be implementing is a continuation of what 
we have done to date�  First, in bilateral engagements with many Ministers, including the US 
Secretary of the Treasury, Ms Yellen, we will continue to make the case for legitimate tax 
competition within certain boundaries, with a recognition of the role that our rate plays for our 
country�  Second, inside the OECD process that will be intensifying, we will continue to make 
the case for that rate and will outline our broader views in relation to other elements of the 
OECD process�  We will do that across the coming three to four weeks�  There will be a further 
OECD meeting in July and another will take place in October�  In each of those engagements 
and in the preceding weeks, we will make the case for our rate and for the competitiveness of 
small countries�

15/06/2021QQ00300Deputy Pearse Doherty: As the Minister knows, the agreement reached by the G7, which 
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may not be the final agreement, only applies to certain companies.  Even if it is applied, it will 
not affect all companies or foreign direct investment, FDI, companies here in Ireland.  At this 
early stage, what is the Department’s view of applying a minimum effective tax rate - whatever 
rate is agreed through the OECD process - across the board?  Is it the Department’s view that 
there should be a rate specific to those companies that fall into the net of having annual turnover 
of €750 million or more?  Is it now time to look at our competitiveness in other areas outside 
of tax?  The housing crisis, for example, has been called out by the National Competitiveness 
Council, NCC, repeatedly in this regard�  Education, research and development, infrastructure 
and quality of life issues such as childcare and housing are all crucial and will be even more 
important in the future, given the changes taking place internationally�  Is the Department con-
sidering committing extra resources and revenue to those areas?

15/06/2021QQ00400Deputy Paschal Donohoe: Deputy Doherty first asked if I anticipate that the potential 
global minimum effective tax rate will cover more companies than are currently encompassed 
in the G7 communiqué�  That is a possibility but the case that we will be making is that regard-
less of where the rate ends up, if a rate is agreed at a global level, it should only apply to the 
very largest companies�  As Deputy Doherty has already noted, the communiqué as it currently 
stands only applies to companies generating more than three quarters of a billion euro of global 
turnover�

The Government has been increasing investment in other areas that are very important to 
our competitiveness.  Taxation is part of our competitive model but there are many different 
elements in that model�

15/06/2021QQ00500International Agreements

15/06/2021QQ0060053� Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the details of the agreement 
reached by the G7 and outlined in its communiqué published on 5 June 2021 regarding inter-
national tax reform in particular, the reallocation of profits and taxing rights for multinationals 
with profits margins above 10 %; the way it will operate if implemented; the multinationals that 
will be included and excluded; the OECD members that will benefit most in terms of revenue 
raised as a percentage of their GDP; the OECD members that will benefit least; the impact of 
the agreement on the State in terms of revenue and its inward investment offering; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter�  [31855/21]

15/06/2021QQ00700Deputy Pearse Doherty: The second component or plank of the G7 agreement on interna-
tional taxation that was announced was to reallocate profits and taxing rights so that multina-
tionals pay tax where they operate rather than only where their head offices are based.  This mir-
rors pillar 1 of the BEPS process and will, if implemented, affect the State’s revenues.  However 
the published communiqué, while offering a broad picture, did not provide the granular details 
of the proposal agreed by the G7�  Having attended the summit, I ask the Minister to update the 
Dáil on the details of this part of the agreement, what companies it will apply to, how it will be 
implemented and what the Government’s proposals are in relation to it�

15/06/2021QQ00800Deputy Paschal Donohoe: I thank Deputy Doherty for his further question on pillar 2�  
There is no further detail beyond the communiqué to which Deputy Doherty referred�  The main 
element of the statement from the G7 refers to the annual global turnover threshold�  Beyond 
that, there is no further detail agreed between the G7 economies�  That will happen within the 
OECD�  The detail will be determined within the OECD and that will then structure the way 
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in which a reallocation of taxing rights will take place�  That is obviously something that is 
very important for Ireland�  I have already indicated that out of the two pillars that were up for 
negotiation, the one that Ireland was willing to initially support was the pillar that covered the 
reallocation of taxing rights but the direction in which this is now going is towards a potential 
agreement that will include both pillars�

15/06/2021QQ00900Deputy Pearse Doherty: As I said in my earlier contribution, Sinn Féin supports the BEPS 
process and believes we should assert our own influence on it.  Based on the formula proposed 
by the OECD, the Department of Finance estimated in January 2020 that this could reduce the 
State’s corporation tax revenue by approximately €2 billion annually�  However, the agreement 
announced by the G7 last Saturday arrived at a different formula, with market jurisdictions 
wielding taxing rights of over 20% of profits on earning margins above 10%.  That differs from 
the OECD proposal upon which the Department’s estimations of tax revenue were based�  Can 
the Minister give us any projections regarding the impact of the G7 proposal on pillar 1, if it 
were to be implemented?  Can he give us further detail on the number or range of companies 
that would be impacted?  For example, under the other pillar, it is companies with an annual 
turnover of over €750 million.  It has been reported that Amazon, with profit margins of 6% in 
2020, could evade this measure�  What is the Department’s view on that?

15/06/2021QQ01000Deputy Paschal Donohoe: I thank the Deputy for his question�  I am not in a position to 
comment on the tax affairs of any particular company.  Obviously what is driving the process 
overall is the understandable issue, namely, to address the gap between how tax structures are 
currently developed across the world and the increasingly digital nature of the global economy�  
Deputy Doherty asked whether the Department has been able to update its revenue loss forecast 
from the G7 communiqué�  We have not been able to do that because there is not enough detail 
in the G7 document to be able to form a view regarding how those policies would be executed�  
That in turn would allow us to model it separately�  The second, more principled reason is that 
the G7 document is a communiqué and is not yet an agreement�  We will develop our modelling 
as the OECD process continues to develop across the year�

15/06/2021QQ01100Deputy Pearse Doherty: Agreement at OECD level can only be reached if that agreement 
and both pillars operate on a fair and equitable basis�  While we know that developing countries 
will, in all likelihood, be pushing for stronger measures under pillar 2 to increase their own rev-
enues, it is now clear that members of the G7 are seeking their own exemptions and carve-outs 
for strategic companies, industries and sectors in their own economies�  The British Govern-
ment, for example, is reported to be seeking exemptions under pillar 1 for financial services in 
the City of London, with HSBC, its largest bank in terms of revenue generating more than half 
of its income in China�  Given that G7 members, like all countries and jurisdictions under the 
inclusive framework, will press for an agreement that serves national as well as international in-
terests, it is only proper that we work on securing an agreement that serves the common, global 
good but also Ireland’s national interests�  At this early stage, does the Minister have any views 
on what that would mean vis-à-vis this pillar?

15/06/2021QQ01200Deputy Paschal Donohoe: I am both publicly and privately making the case for the kind of 
agreement that Ireland would be willing to support�  I am talking about my views on the rates 
and on the need for an agreement that accommodates small and medium-sized economies and 
not just the larger ones�  In terms of what I believe an acceptable model could look like later on 
in the year, if agreement can be reached, it is one that will continue to be able to accommodate a 
low but substantial rate on a broad base of economic activity, as is the case in Ireland�  It would 
also be an agreement that would bring stability to issues that have been ongoing for some time�  
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An agreement brings challenges for Ireland but the lack of an agreement also brings challenges 
for Ireland�  A third feature of any agreement is that it is one that is balanced in the breadth 
of companies to which it applies, if agreement can be reached�  Obviously, our own domestic 
economy and the small and medium-sized enterprises within it are important and are a priority 
for the Government�

15/06/2021RR00100European Union

15/06/2021RR0020054� Deputy Mick Barry asked the Minister for Finance if he will report on discussions he 
has had with the European Commission and its latest country-specific recommendations under 
the European semester process; and if he will make a statement on the matter� [31782/21]

15/06/2021RR00300Deputy Mick Barry: I ask the Minister if he will report on discussions he has had with the 
European Commission with respect to its latest country-specific recommendations under the 
European semester process; and if he will make a statement on the matter�

15/06/2021RR00400Deputy Paschal Donohoe: The European semester is a mechanism to co-ordinate econom-
ic policies across EU member states to help achieve overall economic stability and growth�  On 
2 June, the European Commission published the 2021 European semester spring package�  As a 
result of the Covid-19 pandemic, this exceptional semester cycle has been adapted to facilitate 
the implementation of the recovery and resilience facility, RRF, with the primary change being 
that for 2021 there are no country reports or country-specific recommendations, CSRs.  Instead, 
the spring package is focusing on providing budgetary guidance to member states�

In that context, member states received three generalised budgetary CSRs�  For Ireland, 
these were: first, in 2022, to pursue a supportive budgetary stance; second, when economic 
conditions allow to pursue a budgetary policy aimed at achieving prudent medium-term bud-
getary positions and ensuring budgetary sustainability into the medium term; and, third, to pay 
particular attention to the composition of public finances, both on the revenue and expenditure 
sides of the balance, and to the quality of budgetary measures to ensure a sustainable and inclu-
sive recovery�

While the CSRs have yet to be discussed by finance ministers at ECOFIN, my Department 
has engaged with the Commission and other countries at the relevant Council committees and 
we have broadly welcomed the publication of this document in spring�  Once approved by 
ECOFIN, the CSRs will then be formally adopted by leaders at the European Council�

15/06/2021RR00500Deputy Mick Barry: In previous years, the European semester has laid significant empha-
sis on labour activation measures�  I imagine that when we get around to it again, if anything, 
that will be more so the case given the high levels of youth unemployment, so I want to focus 
on this for a moment�  The recent history in this State regarding training schemes has not been 
great�  I need only mention the infamous JobBridge scheme�  Participants in JobBridge at the 
time received €188 per week plus a €50 top-up, which was cheap labour�  Are we going to see 
a repeat of that?  What guarantees can the Minister give that we will not see a repeat of that?  
Nearly 60% of people in JobBridge did not complete their internships and fewer than 20% were 
offered jobs in their host companies.  What guarantees can the Minister give the House that the 
next round of training, which the Government has in the pipeline, will not be of a similar ilk?

15/06/2021RR00600Deputy Paschal Donohoe: Deputy Barry is correct that at other points the country-specific 
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recommendations referred to how we can get young people trained and back into good jobs 
quickly after being unemployed�  This is important in the context of this pandemic because 
young people have seen such a big change in their incomes and such a loss of jobs�  I assure the 
Dáil that any plans we put together will be solely focused on how jobs can be created and young 
people can go into jobs where they will receive the training and support they need to accelerate 
their careers after the dreadful effects of the pandemic.

I am aware of Deputy Barry’s views on other schemes that have existed in the past�  He and 
I will differ on that.  Some of those schemes were effective in helping to create work and get 
young people into those jobs�

15/06/2021RR00700Deputy Mick Barry: The Minister for Social Protection, Deputy Humphreys, has said the 
new round of training schemes will pay more than the JobBridge scheme with its €50 top-up 
did in the past�  I have argued that a €60, €70 or €80 top-up will not cut it and that there needs to 
be decent pay for trainees.  Will the Minister be more specific than the Minister for Social Pro-
tection and give us a broad outline of what the pay rates will be?  He mentioned that any plans 
will be solely focused on jobs�  What guarantees can be given that this will be real training and 
that there will be guaranteed jobs at the end of it?  At the very least, the percentage of job offers 
made should be well in excess of the 20% or less we saw with JobBridge�  Last but not least, we 
have been hearing about the training schemes in the pipeline for some time�  When will we get 
more information and detail about them?

15/06/2021RR00800Deputy Paschal Donohoe: Many of the various training and educational programmes an-
nounced by the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science, 
Deputy Harris, earlier in this pandemic have been implemented�  For example, we have had 
good uptake in the apprenticeship and training programmes that have been put in place�  The 
Minister for Social Protection has said that as we get to the point where our economy is more 
safely and sustainably open, we will put in place additional training programmes through the 
Department of Social Protection to help young people get work�  Can I give the Deputy a guar-
antee that there will be jobs available to everybody at the end of them?  That will probably be 
a difficult guarantee to give because we cannot guarantee an outcome on behalf of an employer 
or somebody who was on a training programme�  However, I can guarantee the Deputy that we 
will do all we can to make sure programmes are in place that help young people to get back to 
work�  The Minister for Social Protection will outline the terms and conditions of those pro-
grammes when their design is finalised.

15/06/2021RR00900Vacant Sites

15/06/2021RR0100052� Deputy Róisín Shortall asked the Minister for Finance if he will examine the possibil-
ity of giving the Revenue Commissioners responsibility for collection of the vacant site levy 
given compliance with this levy is exceptionally low (details supplied); and if he will make a 
statement on the matter� [32046/21]

15/06/2021RR01100Deputy Róisín Shortall: I apologise for being late in arriving�  We know there is a problem 
with land hoarding which contributes to the high cost of housing and the lack of adequate sup-
ply�  The vacant site levy was designed to address this problem but we would all accept that it 
is simply not working�  I am asking the Minister if he will consider redesigning the scheme to 
give Revenue responsibility for collecting the levy�
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15/06/2021RR01200Deputy Paschal Donohoe: Under the vacant site levy provisions of the Urban Regenera-
tion and Housing Act 2015, planning authorities were empowered to apply a vacant site levy of 
3% of the market valuation of relevant properties listed on local authority vacant site registers 
in 2018, which relevant owners were liable to pay in January 2019�  The rate of the levy in-
creased to 7% for sites listed on local authority vacant site registers from 2019 onwards, which 
site owners became liable to pay in January 2020�

I am informed by the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage that it pro-
actively engages with local authorities with a view to ensuring that the vacant site levy achieves 
its full potential in terms of bringing concerned sites into productive use�  In this regard, on 8 
March 2021, the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage requested the sub-
mission of a progress report on the collection of the levy by each local authority�  Responses 
have been received from each of the 31 local authorities�  The Department is assessing the 
responses received and intends to proactively engage with individual local authorities and iden-
tify any issues to be addressed�

Each local authority has responsibility for the administration of the vacant site levy and 
register in its respective catchment area�  A change in Government policy would be required to 
reassign the responsibility for collection of the levy to another body�  The Deputy refers to the 
effectiveness of Revenue in collecting the local property tax, LPT, but it should be noted that the 
LPT is a self-assessed tax for which compliance is very high�  Collection of the vacant site levy 
involves a physical inspection regime which would not align well with how Revenue conducts 
operations in that area�  Careful consideration will be given by me to the role of local authority 
functions and to the capacity of the Revenue to take on further responsibilities�

15/06/2021RR01300Deputy Róisín Shortall: I note the Minister did not express confidence in the scheme as 
it is operating at the moment�  Thanks to work being done by the Business Post, it has been 
reported that last year €21�5 million was owed on vacant sites�  In that same year, €21,000 was 
collected�  By any standards, the system is not working�  The local authorities simply do not 
have the resources or personnel to do the follow-up work.  The figures speak for themselves.

A solicitor and tax specialist who is experienced in this area has been in touch with the 
Minister’s Department on several occasions with a proposal for how a new system might oper-
ate�  That system would be based on self-assessment but would include penalties unless people 
registered their properties.  Such people would have to produce a certificate at the point of sale 
of the property�  I ask the Minister to consider such a system�

15/06/2021SS00200Deputy Paschal Donohoe: If I look at the performance of the vacant site levy, 89 sites 
were valued at €132 million in 2018�  They were liable at the 3% rate in 2019 in respect of their 
valuation for 2018�  For 2019, those 89 sites grew to 181 sites and, in 2020, grew further to 215 
sites�  Demand letters were issued for 79 of those 215 sites and, as the Deputy has said, €21,000 
in payments was received in respect of 2020�

It should be said this was never about revenue generation but was about the use of the land 
to see if a catalyst could be put in place for that land to be used more productively and effi-
ciently�  I am going to give consideration to the future of this tax, its role and whether there is 
a case for it to be strengthened�

15/06/2021SS00300Deputy Róisín Shortall: I am happy to send the Minister details of the proposal�  It pro-
poses to put the onus on landowners to get themselves put on the register, for them to self-assess 
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and to face a charge on their land when they sell it if they do not self-assess�  Minimal change 
to legislation, whereby the levy is turned into a charge on the land, would be needed to achieve 
that�  Such a system has a lot to recommend it because the present system is simply not work-
ing�  The purpose of the system is obviously not to generate revenue but it is to make hoarded 
land available for house building�  That is not happening at the moment�  If I send him further 
details of this proposal to put the onus on landowners to register their land, I would ask the 
Minister to look at them and learn from the success of other schemes in which Revenue has 
been involved, the non-principal private residence, NPPR, scheme, for example�  I am looking 
for a commitment that the Minister will consider that as a way of achieving what the levy is 
intended to achieve�

15/06/2021SS00400Deputy Paschal Donohoe: I believe I have seen the piece of correspondence to which the 
Deputy has referred but just in case I have not, I would be happy to consider it if she could share 
it with me this evening by handing it to me during a division or later on�  I am aware of a few 
models in respect of this issue�  The Deputy correctly made the point that this is not about how 
we would generate revenue, it is about how we change the use of land.  I am aware of different 
models for how that is done in different countries and just in case I have missed the correspon-
dence to which the Deputy has referred, I would be happy to look at it directly�

15/06/2021SS00450Ceisteanna Eile - Other Questions

15/06/2021SS00500Economic and Social Research Institute

15/06/2021SS0060055� Deputy Louise O’Reilly asked the Minister for Finance his views on a recent paper 
published by the Economic and Social Research Institute, ESRI, on 3 June 2021 which argues 
for an increase in State borrowing to increase Irish housing supply; his views on its findings; 
and if he will alter the fiscal policy in order to double the level of capital investment in public 
housing in budget 2022�  [31795/21]

15/06/2021SS0070082� Deputy Ged Nash asked the Minister for Finance his views on a recent ESRI report 
(details supplied); his further views on whether, given the expected strong post-Covid-19 per-
formance of the Irish economy and the likely continued low cost of sovereign debt, the adoption 
of a consistently negative Government primary balance can be pursued under a prudent and 
sustainable set of conditions which would be specifically for capital expenditure purposes; and 
if he will make a statement on the matter�  [31609/21]

15/06/2021SS00800131� Deputy Catherine Connolly asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to a report (details supplied), in particular the proposal to pursue a consistently negative 
Government primary balance under a prudent and sustainable set of conditions with a view to 
doubling the existing capital investment in State-provided housing; and if he will make a state-
ment on the matter�  [31784/21]

15/06/2021SS00900An Ceann Comhairle: Deputy O’Reilly is not here to ask her question�  I call Deputy Nash�

15/06/2021SS01000Deputy Pearse Doherty: It was reported to the Ceann Comhairle’s office that I would take 
Deputy O’Reilly’s question on her behalf�

15/06/2021SS01100An Ceann Comhairle: I have no notice of that�  I call Deputy Nash�
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15/06/2021SS01200Deputy Ged Nash: Enormous and ongoing deficits are never a good thing, we can agree 
on that.  The thinking of the Government and the officials in the Department of Finance seems 
to be concentrating on getting the deficit down as quickly as we can, regardless of the pressing 
public investment demands and requirements�  Given the times we are in, the propitious bor-
rowing environment and the huge gap in housing supply, I am with the ESRI when it states the 
Government should double spending on housing supply, financed by a small, ongoing deficit of 
1�5% of GDP on an ongoing basis�  What is the Minister’s response to the position of the ESRI?

15/06/2021SS01300Deputy Paschal Donohoe: I propose to take Questions Nos� 55, 82 and 131 together�

The Deputy has offered a view about my view towards deficits.  We ran a deficit last year 
of €18.5 billion.  The deficit this year, expressed as a percentage of our GDP, will be larger 
than the deficit for last year.  I am well aware of the role of deficits and Government borrow-
ing in stepping in to support our economy�  Over the past two years when the demands on our 
economy and society have been so great, I and the Government have run very large deficits for 
our country to enable a response to the health crisis we faced�  

The ESRI commented on a particular issue relating to housing in its report�  Housing cur-
rently has a budget and funding allocation that is an all-time high for that Department in the 
amount of €3�1 billion�  Total housing expenditure has now more than doubled since 2016 and 
capital expenditure for that Department has increased nearly fourfold over that period�  It is 
absolutely the case that we must reduce our deficit steadily and over time because of the level 
of high public debt that our country already has and because we also know that when a country 
is borrowing a lot of money during more normal times, it can be a source of vulnerability to 
the country.  We are already investing a significant amount of capital into addressing the urgent 
demands for housing for our citizens.  I will engage with the Minister for Housing, Local Gov-
ernment and Heritage, Deputy Darragh O’Brien, and the Minister for Public Expenditure and 
Reform, Deputy Michael McGrath, regarding how we increase that investment further in the 
future�

15/06/2021SS01400Deputy Ged Nash: Housing is the single biggest social issue facing this country�  We all 
accept that we are running an extraordinary deficit in an extraordinary time at the moment.  It 
would be remiss of all of us not to understand and accept that the Government has made a con-
siderable investment to keep people safe, keep businesses open and keep people close to their 
employment at this unprecedentedly difficult time.  We acknowledge that, relatively speaking, 
the investment in housing is significant compared to previous years and situations.  However, it 
is nowhere near enough to deal with the underlying problems we have at the moment�  I agree 
with the ESRI that running a relatively small deficit on a mid-term and ongoing basis in order 
to allow us to invest in critical social infrastructure such as housing is going to be important not 
only from a social perspective but also from the point of view of productivity and competitive-
ness�  The Minister would acknowledge that the likes of IBEC and the American Chamber of 
Commerce Ireland have identified it as a key bottleneck and an issue we need to address.  If we 
need to borrow and can do it sustainably and sensibly, we should do it�

15/06/2021SS01500Deputy Catherine Connolly: My question is in this group and I thank the Minister for that 
but mine is a specific question.  Has the Minister’s attention been drawn to this report?  If so, 
has he read it?  If so, does he agree with the recommendation that the Government can afford to 
borrow and build the necessary housing?  That is the specific question, which I ask in the con-
text of a severe housing crisis�  Telling me that we have doubled our housing budget has nothing 
to do with the question that is being asked�  If he could, I would ask him to address the question 
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because we have a housing crisis�  I come from a city in Galway where people have been on 
the housing waiting list for 15 years�  Only one or two properties are available within the cap of 
the housing assistance payment, HAP.  That payment started off at a very low price when it was 
brought in by the Labour Party and Fine Gael in 2014 but it has now risen to €1�4 billion�  That 
figure is taken from the ESRI report.  Will the Minister deal with the report?  There are some 
points in it that I do not agree with but I am asking for the Minister’s viewpoint�  Is he aware of 
the report, what is his opinion on it and what is he going to do about it?

15/06/2021SS01600Deputy Pearse Doherty: Housing policy over the past decade has failed�  There has been 
an excessive reliance on developers and investment funds to deliver supply since the State with-
drew from the housing market�  Today’s housing crisis is causing serious social dislocation�  It 
is damaging the life prospects and chances of many workers and families in our communities�  
It is also damaging for the competitiveness of the economy, as I mentioned earlier�  It is the 
natural outworking of an unnatural and damaging housing policy pursued by the Government�  
The policy is shaped not only by the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
but also by the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform�

Professor McQuinn of the ESRI has demonstrated that even under conservative estimates, 
the Exchequer could raise €4 billion each year in additional resources on a prudent and sustain-
able basis�  That would be enough to double the level of capital investment in housing from €2 
billion to €4 billion in budget 2022�  Sinn Féin has been making that argument for years and the 
only reason for the Minister to oppose it would be on ideological grounds�  I ask him to commit 
to doing what the ESRI is calling for, that is, doubling the capital investment in housing and 
start to end the housing crisis that the Government’s policies have caused and deepened over 
recent years�

8 o’clock

15/06/2021TT00100Deputy Paschal Donohoe: I thank the Deputies for the different questions.  In response to 
Deputy Nash, the answer is yes, I do�  I am well aware of all the challenges faced by so many 
with regard to housing�  We are putting in place a huge amount of additional investment to re-
spond to it�

I will say to Deputy Connolly that I am aware of it and I have read it�  I agree with some but 
not all of it.  Am I going to act on it?  I am facing many different demands to increase borrowing 
at the moment�  I cannot, therefore, commit to any particular action with regard to additional 
borrowing for one policy area�  That must and will be done in the context of the budget later in 
the year�  It is relevant to make a point about previous levels of capital investment when we are 
talking about how there might be a need to increase capital investment in the future�

In response to Deputy Doherty, the State is not withdrawing from the building of homes in 
the country�  The State is currently the largest supplier and builder of homes in the country�  The 
reason we have increased capital investment for housing in the way we have is because of my 
acknowledgement of the need for the State to be a direct builder of homes�

15/06/2021TT00300Deputy Pearse Doherty: The State withdrew from it for a long time�  The problem is that 
even when the Government has re-entered, it has not been up to scale�  Read what the Economic 
and Social Research Institute, ESRI, said and stop dodging the question�  It said to double capi-
tal investment in housing�  Sinn Féin has been saying it year after year�  The Government has 
remained tone deaf to that message�  As a result of that, the Government has caused a housing 
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crisis through its policies�  It did not happen by a national disaster�  It was a result of housing 
policies that the Minister and the Government have pursued�  Taking the politics out of it, the 
ESRI is saying that the capacity is there to double investment in housing from €2 billion to €4 
billion�  That should be done in budget 2022 and that would start to end the housing crisis�

The Minister might say he is going all in on investment funds and on developers and we 
will put this resource into social and affordable housing.  It is not cutting it, however, which the 
ESRI is saying�  The Government, therefore, needs to recognise that its policies have failed�  It 
needs to be humble enough to recognise that it has deepened the housing crisis�  It now needs 
to stop repeating the same mistakes over and over again�  Change direction, double investment 
in housing and start to end this crisis for so many families�

15/06/2021TT00400Deputy Catherine Connolly: I thank the Minister for his directness�  He might tell me what 
he disagrees with because I have highlighted some of the things said by the ESRI�  It said that 
without significant investment, another decade of inadequate housing supply, upward rents and 
upward costs of houses is looming�

It sets out that one in three households that was not in receipt of housing supports was in 
trouble prior to the pandemic�  It was paying so much on rent, mortgages, etc�  It said that if we 
borrow at very low rates and build houses, it could reduce Government expenditure�  I want 
to correct something I said�  The ESRI told us that the HAP is €1�4 billion in total�  That is the 
cumulative cost to date and rising�  Does the Minister disagree with any of that?  If he does, 
what is his solution to homelessness, which is costing a huge amount, to HAP, to the rental 
accommodation scheme, RAS, and so forth?  What is his solution?  Are they just inevitable by-
products of his ideology?

15/06/2021TT00500Deputy Paschal Donohoe: I have beliefs about the value of our society and great beliefs 
regarding the role of a strong State to meet the needs of our society�  That is what I, this Gov-
ernment and the previous Government have been working so hard to do in responding to the 
many needs and challenges we know are there for our citizens in finding the homes they need 
at affordable prices and rents.  I acknowledge that we have much more to do.

To answer Deputy Connolly’s question regarding my views on the report, I believe things 
are missing in it�  The report does not make adequate recognition of the capacity constraints of 
our economy and the difficulties our construction sector has in growing in scale to deliver the 
housing output we need�

Also missing from the report is an acknowledgement of the multiple other competing de-
mands the Government and I face, and the need we will have, at the right point, to begin to 
change our level of borrowings�  In answer to the Deputy’s question, I believe those issues are 
missing from the report�

In response to Deputy Doherty, I am always humble in the face of meeting people who do 
not have a home or who cannot afford their rent or to buy a home.  I am, however, equally reso-
lute in making the point that in face of that need, we have made huge increases in the amount 
of money available to respond to our great housing challenges�  This Government and I are 
determined to stick at it until we get the progress our country wants�

15/06/2021TT00600Acting Chairman (Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh): I understand that Question No� 56 is 
grouped with Questions Nos� 68 and 74�  I do not, however, see any of the named Deputies here 
to ask the question, in which case I will move on to Question No� 57 in the name of Deputy 
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Conway-Walsh�

  Question No. 56 replied to with Written Answers.

15/06/2021TT00700Covid-19 Pandemic

15/06/2021TT0080057� Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Finance if businesses have seen 
their credit scores reduced during the Covid-19 pandemic; the potential impact this could have 
on their ability to borrow; and if he will make a statement on the matter�  [31790/21]

15/06/2021TT00900Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh: I want to ask the Minister about businesses that have had 
their credit scores reduced during the Covid-19 pandemic and the potential impact this could 
have now on their ability to borrow.  Given the extremely difficult year and a half we have 
been through, and the huge impact it had on many businesses as they have seen unprecedented 
restrictions on their ability to operate, what assurances can the Minister give to businesses and 
sole traders about their credit rating for the future?

15/06/2021TT01000Deputy Paschal Donohoe: One of the Department’s main concerns is to ensure that SMEs 
have access to sufficient lending or liquidity and that access to credit for SMEs is maintained.  
The Government has announced a range of measures to assist companies to deal with the con-
sequences of the Covid-19 restrictions and to ensure that they have access to sufficient liquidity.

Lenders are obliged, under the Credit Reporting Act 2013, to submit information to the 
Central Credit Register, CCR�  Submissions of information to the CCR must be consistent with 
the arrangements agreed and in accordance with lenders’ obligations under the Credit Reporting 
Act 2013�  The CCR does not produce credit scores�  Rather, the information on a credit report 
provided by the CCR is factual in nature and the information is provided to the CCR by lend-
ers�  It contains no guidance, recommendation or prohibition for lenders on what decision they 
should make on an application for credit or repayment arrangements agreed with borrowers�  
Subject to complying with applicable law and regulatory requirements, it is a matter for lenders, 
of course, to make their own lending decisions in accordance with their own credit policies and 
risk appetites�

The Central Bank, as the regulator, has advised lenders that in their reporting to the CCR, 
they will need to apply judgment, for example, around whether a restructure has been agreed in 
response to an identification of financial distress and should be reported as such.  The Central 
Bank’s SME regulations also set out the required treatment of SMEs by regulated entities with 
regard to the various aspects of business lending�  This includes detailed provisions around the 
credit application process, requirements regarding security, credit refusals and withdrawals, the 
handling of complaints, the managing of arrears and having in place policies for engaging with 
SMEs in financial difficulty.

15/06/2021TT01100Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh: I thank the Minister�  I believe that misses the point a bit 
in terms of how extraordinary the situation is in which businesses found themselves�  When 
we were at the beginning of the pandemic, absolutely suddenly and without warning, revenue 
streams were cut off from businesses.  Yet, as the Minister knows, they had many fixed costs 
and bills they had to pay�  Many businesses could not pay those bills at the time in way that they 
normally would�  They found themselves, therefore, having to default on debt�
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What does the Minister have in place for those businesses?  I know and welcome the busi-
ness supports that came thereafter for businesses at that particular time�  I do not want a situa-
tion where businesses now find that they are up and running, at last, but need an overdraft or a 
loan and find that they cannot get that because of the credit rating being downgraded, through 
no fault of their own, from what it was at the beginning�  They need assurances for that�  I know 
the Minister will agree that we need to save every possible viable but vulnerable business we 
can�

15/06/2021TT01200Deputy Paschal Donohoe: I respectfully suggest to the Deputy that I do not believe my 
answer missed the question she put to me�  She asked me a question about credit scores�  I made 
the point that we have credit records rather than credit scores and I outlined the way in which 
that would be dealt with by banks and by the regulator�  A point on which I agree with the 
Deputy is that we, of course, want to put in place the supports, and we have put them in place, 
to give every business that is viable but currently vulnerable every prospect of being able to 
survive this awful pandemic�

In terms of the engagement I have had with the SME community on this matter, I have not, 
to date, seen the demand for additional borrowing one might expect�  The array of business sup-
ports we have put in place and the direct payments from the State have meant the demand for 
credit has not been as high as I would have expected�  I will keep the issue under review because 
I believe we will get to a point at which the demand for credit will grow.  I am confident we have 
a banking system that can recognise the difficulties SMEs were in during the pandemic and will 
still be in a place to lend to companies that are in a position to take on that additional debt�

15/06/2021UU00200Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh: I appreciate what the Minister said�  However, I have been 
contacted by business owners to say that, when they looked at their credit rating, they found it 
had been impacted because of their inability to meet bills, particularly at the beginning of the 
pandemic�  This is something of which we need to be aware and on which we need a quick re-
sponse to ensure every business that can will be able to stay open�  Given the employment those 
businesses create and their importance for towns, small and large, and rural areas, we need to 
keep them open�  I ask that the Minister take this point on board and recognise there are prob-
lems in respect of credit ratings�  We do not want those problems to increase if we are to support 
people in going forward to trade out of the horrific time they have been through.

15/06/2021UU00300Deputy Paschal Donohoe: I very much agree with what the Deputy said�  In towns and vil-
lages throughout our country, there are small businesses that are even more important now than 
they normally would be�  That is why the Government has put in place so many supports to help 
them�  It is why we have the warehousing of tax liabilities and an employment wage subsidy 
scheme that is due to continue until the end of this year�  It is why, when small businesses leave 
the Covid restrictions support scheme, many of them will receive a significant payment to help 
them with their reopening�  It is for all these reasons that we are yet to see what the demand for 
borrowing might be�  My view is that demand will develop, if it does develop, later in the cycle 
of recovery�  Of course I will keep the issue under review but from the work the Central Bank 
is doing at the moment and from the work I see our banks doing, I believe all is being done to 
meet every credit need that is sustainable and affordable for businesses that are trying to reopen 
at the moment�  I expect the demand for credit is yet to come�
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15/06/2021UU00350Housing Policy

15/06/2021UU0040058� Deputy Pearse Doherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of forward pur-
chase agreements that were made prior to the passing of the financial resolution on 19 May 
2021 providing for a 10% stamp duty measure on the bulk purchase of homes, such that the 
residential units under such agreements will not be subject to the measure when they are com-
pleted; the number of such units; the number of such forward purchase agreements that have 
been made since the passage of the financial resolution on 19 May 2021; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter�  [31812/21]

15/06/2021UU00500Deputy Pearse Doherty: In the middle of May, the Government brought forward a finan-
cial resolution to the Dáil to provide for a 10% stamp duty charge on the bulk purchase of ten 
or more residential homes�  I assume the Minister, Deputy Donohoe, and the Minister for Hous-
ing, Local Government and Heritage crafted this measure in the full knowledge of activities in 
the housing market�  Will the Minister indicate how many forward purchase agreements, which 
are exempt from the charge, were made prior to the introduction of this measure and in respect 
of which building completion and transactions have not yet occurred?  Will he further indicate 
how many units are involved under those agreements and how many agreements, involving 
how many units, have been made since the resolution was passed?

15/06/2021UU00600Deputy Paschal Donohoe: The financial resolution passed by the Dáil on 19 May provides 
for a new higher stamp duty rate of 10% where at least ten residential units, excluding apart-
ments, are acquired by an individual or corporate entity such as a company in any 12-month pe-
riod�  This new measure is triggered when a residential unit is acquired on or after 20 May 2021, 
with the look-back 12-month period commencing at that time on a rolling basis�  The units 
acquired during that period are aggregated�  When the tenth unit is acquired, it is chargeable at 
the 10% rate, and this rate also then applies to the other nine units and any other units acquired 
at the same time as the tenth unit�  However, while any units acquired before 20 May are taken 
into account in establishing whether the threshold of ten units has been reached, the 10% rate of 
stamp duty is not applied to those units but only to units acquired on or after that date�

As the Deputy will be aware, multiple purchases by local authorities, approved housing 
bodies and the Housing Agency are outside the scope of the higher stamp duty provision�  In 
this regard, he should also note that when putting this financial resolution on a permanent 
statutory footing, I propose providing an exemption from the 10% rate for the provision of the  
mortgage to rent scheme by private sector participants�

Finally, I am advised that the information sought by the Deputy in connection with forward 
purchase agreements is not collected by any Department�  However, I will explore with the 
Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage whether it is possible to put in place a 
reporting regime for agreements of this nature�

15/06/2021UU00700Deputy Pearse Doherty: That is an interesting but not surprising response from the Min-
ister�  He has no idea how many forward purchase agreements are already in place, yet he 
exempted every single one of them from the 10% stamp duty charge�  He has no idea how 
many transactions have been completed since that date, yet he exempted them all from the in-
creased stamp duty�  That speaks volumes about how the Government was dragged, kicking and 
screaming, to this point, where it did want to be in the first place.  The Minister did not want to 
tax the vulture funds and we know that from having this argument with him for the past number 
of years�  He resisted it at every single twist and turn�
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He has exempted some developments but he does not know how much is involved in that�  
He does not know how many bulk purchases could happen over the next number of years 
because he has no knowledge of how many such agreements are in place�  As Minister for Fi-
nance, did he even look to find out that information?  Did he inquire about it at any stage or did 
he just say, “Ah well, let it be”, when he exempted all of them?

15/06/2021UU00800Deputy Paschal Donohoe: I made those decisions motivated by how we can put in place 
policies that deal with the issue that needed to be dealt with, which was the bulk purchase of 
family houses, while getting the balance right also allowing more apartments to be built in the 
future�  I have information on the kinds of purchases, including forward purchases, that took 
place in recent years�  However, on the question the Deputy asked regarding forward purchases 
that are currently being completed or are under way, that information is not available to me�  
This does not undermine the policy rationale for what I did�  The reason I excluded those for-
ward purchases is that they will enable more apartments to be built and made available to rent 
and more homes to be made available to people in the future�  As the Deputy will be aware, 
taxation in regard to these investment funds occurs when income is returned to the investor who 
invests in the funds�

15/06/2021UU00900Deputy Pearse Doherty: I ask the Minister to let me explain this to him�  It is not about 
apartments�  He exempted every single apartment from this stamp duty charge�  This is about 
homes�  He exempted funds that are buying full housing estates if there was a forward purchase 
arrangement already in place�  That is the point�  It is nothing to do with apartments, every one 
of which is exempt in any case under his policy�  This is about people buying homes�  It is about 
what happened in Maynooth being allowed to happen again�

The Minister has no idea how many such agreements are in place�  He could read the reports 
published online that would give him some detail in this regard�  His answer speaks volumes in 
that it shows he did not even look for that information or want to find it out.  He came before 
this House and said that every single forward purchase agreement for homes will be exempt 
where a contract has already been entered into, as will every such project that completes over 
the next few months�  This is being done because the reality is that Fine Gael did not want to go 
here in any case�  It was dragged, kicking and screaming to this place where it had to introduce 
a minimum stamp duty.  The provision in question will not make much of a difference because, 
if the rent yield is increased by approximately 10%, it will nullify the small stamp duty increase 
the Minister has imposed on only a certain section of homes�

15/06/2021UU01000Deputy Paschal Donohoe: The 10% stamp duty rate is ten times what is applied under the 
standard rate�  It is one third higher than the stamp duty rate that applies for commercial prop-
erty�  It is many times higher than the standard rate of stamp duty because of the intention I have 
to deter these kinds of purchases in the future�  Of course, it must be seen in conjunction with 
the other aspect of that policy, namely, that it applies to ten or more houses that are purchased�  
That is the other part of the policy that is put forward�  The only reason I put this policy in place 
is to get the balance right between trying to deal with an issue I accept needed to be dealt with, 
and allowing the supply in the future of more homes which will be apartments�  If we were to 
extend this practice to forward purchases as well, the net effect would be fewer homes built for 
people in the future�  I do not want to see that�  I want to see more homes available�  That is why 
the policy we have in place gets the balance right�
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15/06/2021VV00150Financial Services

15/06/2021VV0020059� Deputy Bernard J. Durkan asked the Minister for Finance the extent to which he con-
tinues to explore ways and means to offset any negativity arising from Brexit with reference to 
banking and financial services here; if specific issues have arisen which might need corrective 
attention in the short and medium terms; if Ireland as an EU and euro state member can expect 
to flourish in the context of banking and financial services in the future; and if he will make a 
statement on the matter� [31741/21]

15/06/2021VV00300Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: This question relates to the extent, if any, to which Brexit may 
have impacted positively or negatively on banking and financial services in this country.

15/06/2021VV00400Deputy Paschal Donohoe: I thank the Deputy.  My officials, and officials in the Central 
Bank of Ireland, as our independent regulator, have been carefully monitoring developments 
to identify potential challenges in banking and financial services that could arise from Brexit 
and to take steps to prevent them occurring or, if that is not possible, to mitigate them�  Thus 
far Brexit has had limited impact on the industry in the short term, given the preparation and 
relocations already undertaken as part of contingency planning for a no-deal Brexit�

A number of domestic legislative measures were introduced as part of contingency plan-
ning to mitigate some potential financial services risks, such as the insurance run-off regime 
and various legislative provisions to facilitate the successful migration of our settlement system 
from the UK CREST settlement system to Euroclear Bank Belgium�  The signed EU–UK Trade 
and Cooperation Agreement covers financial services in the same way that financial services 
are covered in the EU’s other trade agreements with developed countries�  In addition to the few 
financial services provisions included in the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement, both 
sides agreed to establish a memorandum of understanding on structured regulatory co-opera-
tion on financial services.  The memorandum will be an important measure to support continued 
co-operation between the EU and UK in financial services, given the integrated nature of our 
financial services systems.

To conclude on that, many of the negative issues we were concerned about with regard to 
financial services and Brexit have not yet developed.  That is mostly due to the quality of plan-
ning put in place to deal with those risks.  We have also had some gains in financial services 
across that period�  In particular, I point to the success we have had with additional investment 
and employment from both Barclays and Bank of America Merrill Lynch�

15/06/2021VV00500Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: I thank the Minister for his comprehensive reply�  Does he 
foresee continued interest in potential relocation to this jurisdiction given we remain a member 
of the European Union?  It was anticipated at an earlier stage that there would be fairly sub-
stantial relocation from the UK to this country�  Has that happened and is it likely to happen?

15/06/2021VV00600Deputy Paschal Donohoe: I believe there are going to be further opportunities to grow 
the financial services sector here and to gain additional jobs.  This is something the IDA is 
working very hard to deliver at the moment�  To date we have been successful in attracting ad-
ditional investment into our country as a result of the efforts of the IDA and the Department of 
Finance�  The priorities I have at the moment are continued stability and safety, the protection 
of consumer rights with regard to financial services and ensuring the basic infrastructure of our 
financial services market continues to be secure with all of the change that is under way.  We 
have done really good work on that to date and we will of course continue to look at other op-
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portunities that are there�  I point, for example, to some of the progress we have had with regard 
to rating agencies�  We have seen Standard & Poor’s and Kroll Bond Rating Agency locate their 
European head offices here in Dublin.  We have done much but we do have more to do.

15/06/2021VV00700Deputy Bernard J. Durkan: I further enquire about the degree to which the Minister and 
his Department continue to explore the possibility and the potential for relocation here and the 
potential for benefit to accrue to this country’s banking and financial services as a result of re-
maining solidly within the EU, and the potential prospects that can create for those who invest 
in services here�

15/06/2021VV00800Deputy Paschal Donohoe: I thank the Deputy�  The opportunities really are there�  Our op-
portunities are more likely to relate to how we can increase the scale of the employers which are 
currently here, and how we can encourage them to have more operations and functions located 
here�  If one looks at where we stand from an employer point of view, the breadth of employer 
and the breadth of investor we have at the moment is almost as high as it could be�  As such, our 
focus should be on how we encourage and incentivise existing employers to locate more here�  
We have done so well to date but there are more opportunities in the future�  As I have said, the 
IDA will lead in this, as will the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment�  We will 
help in any way we can while of course being mindful of our mandate in relation to financial 
stability and the need for proper and effective regulation.

15/06/2021VV00900Acting Chairman (Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh): I thank the Minister�  I can see that 
Deputy Murnane O’Connor has stepped out of the Chamber for a minute�  I am going to skip 
all the way to Question No� 66�

15/06/2021VV00950Insurance Industry

15/06/2021VV0100066� Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh asked the Minister for Finance if his attention has been 
drawn to the fact that businesses are seeing large increases in insurance premiums for at-
tempting to claim business interruption support; and if he will make a statement on the matter�  
[31789/21]

15/06/2021VV01100Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh: Businesses are seeing large increases in insurance premi-
ums for attempting to claim business interruption support�  I have been contacted by a number 
of business owners who have been quoted huge increases in their insurance premiums even 
though they have made no claims other than those for business interruption as a result of Covid�  
Are insurance companies increasing premiums for businesses that attempt to claim for business 
disruption?  How widespread is this problem and what steps are being taken to protect vulner-
able businesses?

15/06/2021VV01200Deputy Paschal Donohoe: I thank the Deputy for her question�  As she will be aware, I 
am not in a position, nor indeed is the Central Bank, to intervene in the provision or pricing of 
insurance�  This position is reinforced by the EU framework for insurance, called the Solvency 
II Directive�  Consequently, companies cannot be directed as to how they price their policies or 
what terms and conditions they apply in relation to cover�

It is my understanding that past claims history is one of the rating factors that insurers gener-
ally will use in making their individual decisions on whether to offer insurance, and what terms 
to apply.  However, I am firmly of the view that insurers need to take a longer-term perspective 
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as regards their customers, particularly businesses that have been adversely affected by the 
pandemic and may have had to make a claim against their business interruption policies�  If 
insurers have experienced an overall reduction in claims costs during the pandemic period and 
expect savings to be made as a result of lower award levels arising from the personal injuries 
guidelines, they need to pass these savings on to consumers and in particular, businesses that 
may have been closed for much of the period�  This is particularly important as businesses start 
to reopen their doors and we work to restart the economy over the coming months�  The Minis-
ter of State, Deputy Fleming, who has responsibility for insurance, recently met with individual 
insurers to press the need for premium reductions in this regard�  The Minister of State is taking 
this agenda and this issue very seriously�  I know he intends to meet the providers later in the 
year to continue to monitor progress in this area and the impact of the overall reform agenda on 
both premium levels and risk appetites of insurers�

15/06/2021WW00200Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh: I can give the Minister an example of why the insurance 
companies are completely ignoring both him and the Minister of State�  A business local to 
Belmullet has seen its insurance premium go from €1,233 in 2020 to in excess of €4,000 in 
2021�  This is a small business with a small turnover�  Those kinds of extortionate increases 
would be crippling at the best of times but to try to find that kind of money after seeing such 
long periods of closure is impossible for many�  Insurance companies have not yet paid the busi-
ness disruption claims and they are punishing customers for even making a claim�  We could 
potentially see a position where a business might see major hikes in premiums for making a 
claim that may or may not be successful�  Even if the claim is successful, the business should 
not be punished for making a claim�  This is the reality and it must be addressed�

15/06/2021WW00300Deputy Paschal Donohoe: I thank the Deputy�  The Minister of State, Deputy Fleming, 
and I are very much aware of that reality and the challenge many small businesses face with 
the rising cost of insurance�  It is the reason this and the previous Government have had such a 
focus on this matter�  It is the reason the Minister of State has worked previously with the former 
Minister for Justice, Deputy McEntee, and the current Minister for Justice, Deputy Humphreys, 
on the implementation of guidance for claims settled in court precisely to create an environment 
in which we are seeing more reasonable claims�  That can lead to a change in the premiums that 
both the Deputy and this Government want to see�

There are many different elements within our action plan for insurance reform that are be-
ing delivered�  So far, for example, we have made progress on the implementation of personal 
injuries guidelines and set up an office to promote competition.  There is also work under way 
on the role of the Personal Injuries Assessment Board.  There are many different elements on 
the way because we want to address the affordability of premiums and meet the needs of busi-
nesses that the Deputy raised�

15/06/2021WW00400Deputy Rose Conway-Walsh: I appreciate what the Minister is saying but it is of no use to 
the business in Belmullet that has seen the price of insurance increase by so much�  It is already 
a scandal that insurance companies are trying to escape paying for business disruption, despite 
it being exactly the type of protection people in business pay for�  We have seen the industry 
resist passing on any savings to people’s motor insurance resulting from the lockdown, and we 
have seen insurance companies trying to deduct State supports from insurance claims�  That is 
an outlandish attempt to turn business supports into insurance industry subsidies�

There is clearly a view in the insurance industry that they can get away with what they want�  
This attitude has been encouraged by successive governments that have failed to hold that in-
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surance industry to account�  The Government must give a message to the business in Belmullet 
that has seen its insurance costs increase because it even made a claim, never mind whether it 
was successful�

15/06/2021WW00500Deputy Paschal Donohoe: This is about the regulation of a sector through an independent 
regulator with the power to hold firms to account where there are practices not in keeping with 
regulation or where there is a breach of law�  I accept the point that the general matters I refer 
to may not be of solace to the specific company referred to by the Deputy, but it is the imple-
mentation of these policies by the Minister of State, Deputy Fleming, along with the Tánaiste, 
me and other Ministers that will make a difference in the coming months and beyond.  That is 
particularly true of the work done by the Minister for Justice and the Minister of State, Deputy 
Fleming, on personal injuries guidelines that only came into effect on 24 April.  That is a very 
important moment in how we deliver the reform agenda this Government is committed to�

As I indicated in my previous reply to the Deputy, the Minister of State, Deputy Fleming, 
has already met representatives of the insurance sector on this very matter�  I know he and I will 
continue to meet them about this matter to ensure we can do all we can to see these changes 
beginning to be reflected in the premiums faced by businesses like the one referred to by the 
Deputy�

  Question No. 60 replied to with Written Answers.

15/06/2021WW00600Credit Unions

15/06/2021WW0070061� Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the status of plans to enable 
credit unions to become involved in financing housing projects; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter� [31796/21]

15/06/2021WW00800Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan: I apologise for being delayed�  I ask the Minister about the 
status of plans to enable credit unions to become involved in financing housing projects.

15/06/2021WW00900Minister of State at the Department of Finance (Deputy Sean Fleming): I thank the 
Deputy for his question and, in answering it, I will refer to the sector’s involvement in social 
housing projects�  Following a review of the investment framework for credit unions in 2017, 
the Central Bank introduced amending investment and liquidity regulations for credit unions�  
Since 1 March 2018, credit unions have been permitted to invest in regulated investment ve-
hicles where the underlying investments are investments in tier 3 approved housing bodies, 
AHBs, for the provision of social housing�

The regulations require that investments by credit unions in tier 3 AHBs must be made 
through a regulated investment vehicle�  The maximum permitted investment amount per credit 
union is 50% of a credit union’s regulatory reserves where a credit union has total assets of at 
least €100 million and 25% of a credit union’s regulatory reserves for all other credit unions�  
These limits may facilitate a combined sector investment in tier 3 AHBs of close to €700 mil-
lion�  It is a very substantial investment that can be facilitated�

As such, the Government and the Central Bank have fulfilled their role and it is now up to 
both the credit union and social housing sectors themselves to progress and develop any specific 
funding mechanisms�  I understand three groups are seeking to establish special purpose vehi-
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cles, SPVs, to allow investment into tier 3 AHBs, including the two credit union representative 
bodies, the Irish League of Credit Unions and the Credit Union Development Association�  It 
should be noted that the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage has primary 
responsibility for the formulation and implementation of policy and for the preparation of leg-
islation relating to housing�

15/06/2021WW01000Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan: I thank the Minister of State for his response�  Our credit 
unions are among our most trusted financial institutions and are uniquely placed to support the 
delivery of housing and many retrofitting schemes.  The Irish League of Credit Unions, repre-
senting approximately 226 credit unions with an estimated €18 billion in assets, looks set to fol-
low in the footsteps of the Credit Union Development Association by linking with investment 
partners, as the Minister of State mentions, to form a special purpose vehicle to invest in the 
sector.  Last summer, this association announced plans to launch a social and affordable housing 
fund, backed by more than 50 of its member unions�  In co-operation with Initiative Ireland it 
intends to lend up to €300 million per year to deliver more than 1,000 homes annually�

The credit union sector has demonstrated it has the capacity to contribute to lending in this 
sector, and given the precarious nature of banking in this country, it will provide an appropriate 
vehicle for certain future homeowners to borrow, especially for social and affordable housing.  
Is there any permission for credit unions to engage in lending beyond the three AHBs men-
tioned by the Minister of State?

15/06/2021WW01100Deputy Sean Fleming: I thank the Deputy�  I mentioned already that there is what is called 
headroom of up to €700 million that the credit union movement can invest in these housing 
projects�  It is a question of them agreeing the structure of the special purpose vehicle if they 
choose to go down that route and getting clearance from the Central Bank of Ireland when there 
is a detailed proposal�

Today I met representatives of 30 credit unions in an organisation called Cultivate, which 
provides loans for the agri sector�  They mentioned restrictions on borrowing but the Central 
Bank has made it crystal clear that no credit union in Ireland has gone to it recently seeking to 
extend the limits they are allowed�  None of them has reached the individual lending limits to 
date�  I encourage credit unions to put proposals to the Central Bank as quickly as they can�  I 
hope the Central Bank can deal with those applications for special purpose vehicles and the as-
sociated regulatory matters in a very timely manner�

15/06/2021WW01200Deputy Pádraig O’Sullivan: I thank the Minister of State�  I have looked at previous par-
liamentary questions on this matter�  It was noted, as was said, that the three credit union bodies 
have indicated that they are interested in pursuing this�  Is there any other institution or group of 
credit unions on the horizon that we were unaware of up to now?  Perhaps the Minister of State 
will expand on that, if it is the case�

The Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage ultimately has responsibility 
for formulating policy and proposing appropriate legislation, which is fine.  I take the point that 
credit unions are quite happy with the criteria as outlined by the Minister of State, but will he 
elaborate on whether he believes the criteria inhibit in any way the potential for credit unions 
to come together to pursue this?  Does he believe that the easing of any regulations to allow for 
the credit unions to come on board is necessary or appropriate?  I would just like some elabora-
tion on that�
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15/06/2021XX00200Deputy Sean Fleming: I see three ways whereby credit unions can assist in providing fund-
ing for house building or for mortgages for people to purchases houses�  One way is through the 
SPV we have discussed, which is a complicated exercise�  The loan ultimately comes from the 
SPV in which the credit union has an investment, rather than coming through the credit union’s 
own front door�  I would be much happier to see credit unions being able to lend through their 
own front door, in their own name, rather than through an SPV�  The most important thing that 
credit unions can do when they are beginning to work on it, and I gave the example of the agri-
cultural sector, is to collaborate where they can to do a lot of their back-of-house work such as 
credit checking and financial modelling.  If they come together on a collaborative basis without 
having to form an SPV, this would be another option�  Finally, the major credit unions with 
substantial assets are in a position where a number of them are giving individual mortgages�  I 
would like to see more of that as time develops�

  Questions Nos. 62 and 63 replied to with Written Answers.

15/06/2021XX00300Acting Chairman (Deputy Marc Ó Cathasaigh): Question No� 64 is in the name of Dep-
uty Jennifer Murnane O’Connor�  I put her on forewarning that she may have an opportunity to 
move Question No� 65 also, along with its grouped questions�

15/06/2021XX00400Credit Unions

15/06/2021XX0050064� Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Finance the initiatives he 
is undertaking to boost credit unions; and if he will make a statement on the matter�  [31764/21]

15/06/2021XX00600Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: I thank the Acting Chairman�  I want to ask the 
Minister of State what initiatives he has undertaken to boost the credit union sector�

15/06/2021XX00700Deputy Sean Fleming: I thank the Deputy for raising this issue�   We are aware of the im-
portant role played by credit unions throughout society�   It is one of the most trusted brands by 
the people when it comes to dealing with their financial affairs.

A number of commitments are set out in the programme for Government, including a review 
of the policy framework in which credit unions operate�  As part of the review, the Department 
has held extensive engagement with the credit union representative bodies since September 
2020 to seek feedback on their key priorities for the sector�  I met with representatives of the 
sector and with different groups who made proposals.  I am examining each and every one of 
the proposals, with staff in the Department of Finance. 

On supporting and enabling the sector to grow, I will outline some recent developments 
in lending and investment regulations, SME, lending, access to finance for retrofit, current 
accounts and investment in approved housing bodies�  The Central Bank has in recent years 
completed reviews of both the lending and investment frameworks�  Since January 2020, credit 
unions have a combined capacity to provide up to €1�1 billion in SME and mortgage loans, with 
additional lending capacity available for those that can comply with certain conditions, or on 
approval by the Central Bank�  As at December 2020, credit unions had combined mortgage 
and SME loans of €344 million, an increase of 12% on the previous year�  There is tremendous 
scope for them to continue doing that�

I welcome the announcements that 19 credit unions, supported by Irish League of Credit 
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Unions, the Credit Union Development Association and Metamo, have been approved by the 
Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment for participation in the Covid-19 credit guar-
antee scheme.  This is a tremendous opportunity for credit unions to obtain finance at low cost 
where the State guarantees 80% of the actual loan and the risk to the credit union is low�  They 
can give out unsecured loans up to €200,000�  It is a fabulous scheme and I encourage as many 
credit unions as possible to take this up and participate in the scheme as quickly as possible�

15/06/2021XX00800Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: The Minister of State will be aware that I am a big 
fan of credit unions�  In my area in Carlow they do so much good work�  I must, however, ask 
him about the levies on the credit unions, which is a concern�  Covid has been hard for people 
and they are trying to save an extra few euro�  The credit union now has funding�  It is important 
that the Minister of State would look at mortgages across all of the credit unions�  Some credit 
unions are able to give out mortgages, but others are not, which is a concern�  It is my under-
standing that 18 months ago the Government changed some of the loan criteria�  Originally, in 
Carlow the credit union had a loan term of 25 years�  This has now changed to ten years�  A 
person can borrow up to €100,000 over ten years, not 25 years�  I also have concerns about this�  
Even though we all know the great work done by the credit unions I ask the Minister and the 
Minister of State to examine these issues�  People depend very much on credit unions, which 
are very much community-based�  I ask that these issues be looked at�

15/06/2021XX00900Deputy Sean Fleming: I thank the Deputy for pursuing the issue on behalf of credit unions�  
She also mentioned the credit union in her own home town�  It is important to note that 51 credit 
unions, representing some 50% of the sector in financial terms, currently have approval to 
provide current accounts and debit cards�  This is the way forward�  They must be able to meet 
the modern day requirements�  I encourage the other credit unions in the sector to move into 
that area.  Some credit unions offer a current account and cards but only allow a credit union 
member to withdraw cash from certain ATMs�  I would like the credit union movement to have 
cards that can be used in any ATM of any financial institution.  Getting more people using credit 
union facilities will help them to grow�  I want to see the credit union system lending more 
money�  Credit unions have a surplus of savings and deposits�  It is important that they lend so 
they can earn a good rate on the loans, and earn income into the future�

15/06/2021XX01000Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: As the Minister of State said, it is important that 
we in government encourage credit unions to give out loans�  The funding is there�  This must 
be looked at�  More than ever we are now seeing the housing crisis, and there are more people 
investing in their homes during Covid by decorating and so on�  This is what it is all about and 
this is what we need to encourage�  I ask that we would work with the credit unions a bit more 
on what we could do to give out more loans, and on what the criteria are, in particular the crite-
ria under which can invest and what they can invest in�  This needs to be looked at�  Even though 
I welcome the good work being done on all sides, there are issues that need to be addressed�  We 
are all blessed with the number of credit unions in the State�  They do an excellent job but they 
have money and we must make sure that this money gets out to the communities�  We cannot 
have any barriers�  I ask that no barriers are put in front of any credit union�

15/06/2021XX01100Deputy Sean Fleming: I agree wholeheartedly with the Deputy’s comments on the strength 
of the credit union movement in the State.  They are definitely held in very high esteem.  She 
referred to levies earlier�  Last year the Minister signed an order that dramatically reduced the 
levies payable by credit unions from this year onwards�  It was one of the biggest single reduc-
tions they have ever achieved�  We have assisted the credit union sector with legislation to allow 
them to hold their AGMs virtually, which had not been provided for in legislation up to now�  
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Practically every credit union in the State has now held its AGM in a virtual manner, which had 
never happened previously�

Following the closure of Bank of Ireland branches and Ulster Bank, the only financial in-
stitution left standing in many towns throughout the State will be the credit union�  There is a 
tremendous opportunity for them to increase their volume of business in the local communities 
now that other banks are closing their branches�  There is also a tremendous opportunity for 
them to meet with business people, especially from the SME and retail sector, to provide loans, 
which they need to do to earn interest and to continue to grow and prosper�

15/06/2021YY00050Covid-19 Pandemic Supports

15/06/2021YY0010065� Deputy Cathal Crowe asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons in coun-
ties Clare and Galway receiving support under the employment wage subsidy scheme; the num-
ber in each county who were receiving support under the scheme in May 2021; the number of 
persons in each county who have received support under the scheme and its predecessor since 
March 2020; the expenditure on the scheme in each county over that time; and if he will make 
a statement on the matter� [31771/21]

15/06/2021YY0020071� Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor asked the Minister for Finance the number of 
persons in counties Carlow and Wexford receiving support under the employment wage sub-
sidy scheme; the number in each county who were receiving support under the scheme in May 
2021; the number of persons in each county who have received support under the scheme and 
its predecessor since March 2020; the expenditure on the scheme in each county over that time; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter� [31763/21]

15/06/2021YY0030079� Deputy Marc MacSharry asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons in 
counties Sligo, Leitrim and Donegal receiving support under the employment wage subsidy 
scheme; the number of persons in each county who were receiving support under the scheme in 
May 2021; the number of persons in each county who have received support under the scheme 
and its predecessor since March 2020; the expenditure on the schemes in each county over that 
time; and if he will make a statement on the matter� [31703/21]

15/06/2021YY0040080� Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons 
in counties Cork and Kerry receiving support under the employment wage subsidy scheme; the 
number in each county who were receiving support under the scheme in May 2021; the number 
of persons in each county who have received support under the scheme and its predecessor 
since March 2020; the expenditure on the scheme in each county over that time; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter� [31793/21]

15/06/2021YY0050081� Deputy Brendan Smith asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons in coun-
ties Cavan, Monaghan, Meath and Louth receiving support under the employment wage sub-
sidy scheme; the number in each county who were receiving support under the scheme in May 
2021; the number of persons in each county who have received support under the scheme and 
its predecessor since March 2020; the expenditure on the scheme in each county over that time; 
and if he will make a statement on the matter� [31695/21]

15/06/2021YY0060088� Deputy John McGuinness asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons 
in counties Kilkenny and Waterford receiving support under the employment wage subsidy 
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scheme; the number of persons in each county who were receiving support under the scheme in 
May 2021; the number of persons in each county who have received support under the scheme 
and its predecessor since March 2020; the expenditure on the schemes in each county over that 
time; and if he will make a statement on the matter� [31701/21]

15/06/2021YY0070092� Deputy Willie O’Dea asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons in County 
Limerick receiving support under the employment wage subsidy scheme; the number who were 
in receipt of the payment in May 2021; the number in County Limerick who have received sup-
port under the scheme and its predecessor since March 2020; the expenditure on the schemes 
in County Limerick over that time; and if he will make a statement on the matter� [31699/21]

15/06/2021YY0080095� Deputy Joe Flaherty asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons in counties 
Longford and Westmeath receiving support under the employment wage subsidy scheme; the 
number in each county who were receiving support under the scheme in May 2021; the number 
of persons in each county who have received support under the scheme and its predecessor 
since March 2020; the expenditure on the scheme in each county over that time; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter� [31767/21]

15/06/2021YY00900100� Deputy Jackie Cahill asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons in County 
Tipperary receiving support under the employment wage subsidy scheme; the number who 
were in receipt of the payment in May 2021; the number of persons in the county who have 
received support under the scheme and its predecessor since March 2020; the expenditure on 
the scheme in County Tipperary over that time; and if he will make a statement on the matter� 
[31761/21]

15/06/2021YY01000102� Deputy Cormac Devlin asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons in 
County Dublin receiving support under the employment wage subsidy scheme; the number in 
receipt of the payment in May 2021; the number of persons in County Dublin who have re-
ceived support under the scheme and its predecessor since March 2020; and the expenditure on 
the schemes in the county over that time� [31806/21]

15/06/2021YY01100105� Deputy Dara Calleary asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons in Coun-
ty Mayo receiving support under the employment wage subsidy scheme; the number in the 
county who were receiving support under the scheme in May 2021; the number of persons in 
the county who have received support under the scheme and its predecessor since March 2020; 
the expenditure on the scheme in each county over that time; and if he will make a statement 
on the matter� [31769/21]

15/06/2021YY01200120� Deputy James Lawless asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons in coun-
ties Kildare and Wicklow receiving support under the employment wage subsidy scheme; the 
number in each county who were receiving support under the scheme in May 2021; the number 
of persons in each county who have received support under the scheme and its predecessor 
since March 2020; the expenditure on the schemes in each county over that time; and if he will 
make a statement on the matter� [31697/21]

15/06/2021YY01300130� Deputy Barry Cowen asked the Minister for Finance the number of persons in Coun-
ty Offaly receiving support under the employment wage subsidy scheme; the number in the 
county who were receiving support under the scheme in May 2021; the number of persons in 
the county who have received support under the scheme and its predecessor since March 2020; 
the expenditure on the scheme in each county over that time; and if he will make a statement 
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on the matter� [31765/21]

15/06/2021YY01400384� Deputy Christopher O’Sullivan asked the Minister for Finance the number of per-
sons in Cork city and county receiving support under the employment wage subsidy scheme; 
the number of persons in County Kerry receiving support under the employment wage subsidy 
scheme; the number in each county who were receiving support under the scheme on the same 
date in May 2021; the number of persons in each county who have received support under the 
scheme and its predecessor since March 2020; the expenditure on the scheme in each county 
over that time; and if he will make a statement on the matter� [31611/21]

15/06/2021YY01500Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: How many people in counties Carlow and Wex-
ford are receiving support under the employment wage subsidy scheme?  What was the number 
in each county who received support under the scheme in May 2021?  How many people in 
each county have received support under the scheme and its predecessor since March 2020?  
What has been the expenditure on the scheme in each county over that time?  Will the Minister 
make a statement on that matter?

15/06/2021YY01600Deputy Paschal Donohoe: I propose to take Questions Nos� 65, 71, 79 to 81,inclusive, 88, 
92, 95, 100, 102, 105, 120, 130 and 384 together�

This has been an absolutely vital scheme�  I will deal with County Carlow where, to date, 
under the employment wage subsidy scheme 6,800 employees have participated in the employ-
ment wage subsidy scheme�  Prior to this, it was the temporary wage subsidy scheme and the 
number was 8,600�  With regard to how much money has been paid out to date under the two 
programmes, the answer is €82 million, with €38 million on the employment wage subsidy 
scheme and €44 million on the temporary wage subsidy scheme�

15/06/2021YY01700Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: I thank the Minister�  As he said, this is a vital 
scheme and it is something I believe we need to continue�  Throughout Covid we have seen 
many sectors affected through no one’s fault.  The Government has played a big part.  It is vital 
that we make sure there is funding for businesses to survive�  I ask the Minister to make sure 
that we deliver�  I welcome that 6,800 employees in Carlow have received this because it has 
been much needed�  I see it from speaking with people in business and working people�  The 
money is needed�  I ask that we do our best to make sure it continues�

15/06/2021YY01800Deputy Paschal Donohoe: I very much agree with the analysis put forward by the Deputy�  
This scheme has made a massive difference to workers and employers throughout the country.  
As the Deputy knows, the Government has made the decision to extend the scheme to the end of 
this year, in a completely unchanged way for the next quarter and with a view to seeing whether 
we can make some slight changes to the scheme in the final quarter to begin the process of mak-
ing it more sustainable�  I hope we will be able to change it over time�  The scheme has played a 
role in the protection of many jobs in County Carlow and counties throughout the country�  For 
this reason, we have made the decision to extend the scheme to the end of the year�

15/06/2021YY01900Deputy Jennifer Murnane O’Connor: I thank the Minister�  I am delighted it has been 
extended until the end of the year because it is a concern�  We are now speaking about the Delta 
variant�  We are very lucky that our vaccine roll-out is strong, and I am getting my second vac-
cine tomorrow and I welcome it�  It is important that the scheme is looked at again at the end 
of the year because it has been such a help to businesses and employees�  I thank the Minister�

15/06/2021YY02000Deputy Paschal Donohoe: I congratulate the Deputy in advance of tomorrow�  It is great 
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to know that this week 100,000 citizens from throughout the country will be getting either their 
first or second jab.  This will continue in the weeks and months of this year.  In any decision the 
Government will make regarding supports in future there must be a balance�  We cannot keep 
the supports we have in place in an unchanged format forever but I have never met an employer 
who wants to be on the scheme�  Employers who set up their own companies want to be stand-
ing on their own two feet, covering their own bills and covering their own wages and not reliant 
on the State for help to do it�  On the other hand, any change in the scheme that is too sudden or 
quick will run the risk of creating big challenges for employers and their viability�  We are try-
ing to get the balance right and I believe we have done so to date�  We will continue to monitor 
closely how the scheme is operating and whether it offers us any guidance on the design of the 
scheme in future�

  Written Answers are published on the Oireachtas website.

  Sitting suspended at 8.55 p.m. and resumed at 9.12 p.m.

15/06/2021AAA00100Saincheisteanna Tráthúla - Topical Issue Debate

15/06/2021AAA00150Children in Care

15/06/2021AAA00200An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: Before we start, if this happens again, I will take the last 
group here, which was just two, and then adjourn�  It is not fair to the other Deputies who are 
here�  It is certainly not fair to the Ministers who are all here�  I direct that to nobody in particu-
lar�  That is to everybody�

15/06/2021AAA00300Deputy Patrick Costello: Apologies, a Leas-Cheann Comhairle�  Unfortunately, as a Dub-
lin Deputy, I had to go home to deal with family issues�  I was attempting to stick to the sched-
ule�  It is not fair�  We talk about this job not being family friendly, but it is not fair to-----

15/06/2021AAA00400An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: If we could deal with the Topical Issue matter, the other mat-
ters can be dealt with at the Business Committee�

15/06/2021AAA00500Deputy Patrick Costello: What I wish to raise as a Topical Issue matter is the issue of sup-
port for parents who are engaged with Tusla in respect of child protection concerns and whose 
children are in care�  The reality is that this is a group of parents are often quite stigmatised and 
receive very little support�

Tusla will do its best to support a family to prevent a child coming into care but once a child 
comes into care, the child becomes the centre�  We are told children’s welfare should be para-
mount�  The child becomes the centre and the parents are frequently left behind�  This causes 
several problems�

First, it undermines the parents fundamental rights�  We have seen in a recent study from 
UCC which looked at the use of voluntary care agreements how parents can be left confused, 
bewildered and unsupported and this ultimately undermines the free and informed consent re-
quired for a voluntary care agreement and their own fundamental rights�

Furthermore, when a child comes into care, this is a horrendous process�  It is often a neces-
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sary process but it is a process that engenders huge amounts of loss, anger, grief and bereave-
ment, all of which is totally understandable�  My experience has been that parents are left sitting 
with those feelings and they are not given supports�  This creates hostility between them and 
the social workers which makes the social workers’ job harder, which puts more stress on them 
and, ultimately, the children lose out because parents are less able to engage with access, are 
less able to engage with reunification and are less able to engage meaningfully with the social 
work department�

Ultimately, this is about children’s rights�  By providing these supports, we can meet chil-
dren’s rights better.  A parent who is supported to engage with the family safety plan, reunifi-
cation and access, and who is able to process that loss and grief so that the child does not get 
caught in the crossfire between a suffering parent and the social workers where access becomes 
a front in the battle, ultimately supports those children�

There are some local support projects doing this, for instance, Clarecare which provides 
excellent and wide-ranging support, but we need something at a national level�  I know this 
works for two reasons�  All one needs to do is look at Clarecare and the work it does, but also at 
Empowering People in Care, EPIC�  EPIC supports young people in care�  It is an independent 
advocacy service for young people in care which could do so much more with proper resourc-
ing�  They support young people with a care history, some of whom are parents and some of 
whom are parents whose children are being taken into care�

I worked as a social worker taking a child into care from a parent who had a care history 
herself and she had an advocate from EPIC.  That was a significant benefit.  The case was not 
easy.  It still had its difficulties but we had somebody there who could help the parent engage in 
the process, who could provide counselling supports for them, who could link them in further 
with other supports, and who could help them engage meaningfully with those in the social 
work department to make the process less traumatic�  It helped them to engage in access after 
the fact that so that even though their child was in care, the trauma did not have to continue and 
they ultimately had a more stable placement supporting the rights of the child and supporting 
the child in care�

This is a much-needed service�  There have been ad hoc attempts within Tusla and the HSE 
over the years which often have been met, not with outright hostility but certainly with a slow-
ness or reluctance because the focus has been on the child�  It is time we looked at the child in 
the context of his or her family even if that child is in care�

15/06/2021AAA00600Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (Deputy Roderic 
O’Gorman): I want to express my appreciation to Deputy Costello�  The Deputy posed this 
Topical Issue matter a while ago and he facilitated me by moving it to today�  I thank the Deputy 
for that�

The issue the Deputy has brought to our attention is a very important one�  There are ap-
proximately 6,000 children in care in the State�  Of those, a very large proportion, 93%, are in 
foster care and a small number live in residential care�  The vast majority of children in care 
need to stay in contact with their parents, siblings and extended family�  Good relationships 
between parents, children and carers lead in the best outcomes for children in care�

Placing a child in care and away from his or her birth family is a serious decision and it is 
only made after extensive social work intervention, assessment and consideration�  When a de-



Dáil Éireann

560

cision is reached that a child needs to come into care it is preferable if this can be done with the 
consent and agreement of the child’s parents�  Such an agreement enables the parent or parents 
and the social worker to work more effectively to address difficulties within the family which 
led to the need for alternative care, and to work towards the safe return of the child to the care 
of the parent or parents�

Sometimes it is not possible or feasible for such an agreement to be reached and in those 
circumstances Tusla will apply to the courts for a care order�  It is more common for children to 
enter care with the voluntary agreement of their parents.  Where the child’s care plan identifies 
that a child should stay in care for a longer period, best practice is that Tusla applies to the courts 
for a care order�  From his professional background, Deputy Costello will be well familiar with 
all of these processes�  Providing a positive experience to children in alternative care is a key 
aim of the Irish care system and central to this is the provision of secure and stable placements�

Data collected by Tusla indicate that a very small proportion of children in care have three or 
more placements within a year - 2% in 2019 - which is indicative of good overall placement sta-
bility within the care system�  Data also show that at year end the proportion of children in care 
who are on a care order is higher than when children are admitted to care�  At the end of 2019, 
almost three quarters of the children in care were on a care order�  This may mean that children 
are staying in care longer and as a consequence, his or her status has moved from a voluntary 
agreement to a legal order�  This is also indicative of good placement stability�  Throughout 
lockdown, my Department has heard from many parents about their views on contact with their 
children over that difficult time.  Tusla issued guidance for parents, carers, staff and children on 
how best to manage visits and stay in touch�  Tusla’s CEO emphasised that face-to-face visits 
were to happen if at all possible, even during the most stringent periods of lockdown�

As we emerge from Covid, my Department and Tusla want to learn from that experience 
and hear the experiences of parents throughout the crisis, including their ability to continue en-
gaging and having familial relationships with their children�  Mr� Bernard Gloster has met the 
Children’s Rights Alliance on the issue of supporting parents whose children are in care�  There 
are plans for a scoping of potential services for parents affected by this issue.  That work is in 
its early stages, but there is a clear plan in Tusla to consider what supports can be provided to 
parents�

Officials from my Department have met representatives of an existing service that has 
worked with parents of children in care over many years�  That organisation also produced 
supportive guides for parents during lockdown�  It is hoped initiatives like those, which were 
initially developed to address local needs, can be scaled nationally�

I will look into the particular service that the Deputy mentioned, Clarecare�  I am happy to 
continue engaging with him to see how we can develop the research further�

15/06/2021BBB00200Deputy Patrick Costello: Regarding voluntary care agreements, a recent study by UCC 
highlighted some of the contentious issues and outlined options for reform�  If it has not already 
done so, it would be useful if the Department engaged with the team in UCC that conducted this 
research and suggested these reforms�

I sent the Minister’s office some information.  These independent advocacy services are im-
portant, and they are commonplace in other jurisdictions�  In Ireland, they occasionally provide 
support for parents who are in care, but that is done on an ad hoc basis and if the parents happen 
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to be part of those advocacy services already�

I am happy to engage with the Minister again�  I appreciate he is not in a position to micro-
manage Mr� Gloster and the operations of Tusla, but he is in a position to show leadership to 
and influence Tusla.  Strong support for parents’ rights as well as for parents in their journey 
through their children’s time in care ultimately supports the rights of their children as much as 
supporting the children while they are in care does.  Frequently, children are left with a conflict 
in loyalties between their placement by Tusla in a home in which they can grow up safely and 
their family of origin, to whom they are still deeply connected�  Anything that can support that 
connection while maintaining their safety supports children’s rights�  It is a matter of parents’ 
rights and children’s rights�  We need to lead strongly�

15/06/2021BBB00300Deputy Roderic O’Gorman: Regarding alternative care and the wider care system, as the 
Deputy knows, there has been a long-running review of the Child Care Act 1991�  We hope to 
make proposals for a significant amendment of that legislation in the near future.  I look for-
ward to working with Deputy Costello and other Members on the Joint Committee on Children, 
Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth�  There is a great deal of work to be done and we can 
significantly reform the law in that area.

Regarding voluntary and representative groups that support children in the care process, I 
met Empowering People in Care, EPIC, early in my tenure as Minister and was impressed by its 
commitment to children and young people in care and by the structured way in which it sought 
to advocate for children�

I take on board the Deputy’s comments about the importance of parents having a voice in 
this process�  I am happy to engage with the Deputy further on understanding what that voice 
would look like and how it could be best amplified, for example, by directly representing par-
ents in particular situations and, on a wider level, influencing policy.

The Deputy is right about the conflict some children in care experience for a while.  The 
stresses and strains of time spent in care should be lessened as much as possible for the child, 
but also for the parent�  We will consider what we can do in that regard and I will continue to 
engage with Tusla�  Mr� Gloster has always shown leadership on these issues and is reform 
minded�  I am happy to continue engaging with the Deputy on the matter as well�

15/06/2021BBB00400Local Authorities

15/06/2021BBB00500Deputy Michael Moynihan: I thank the Leas-Cheann Comhairle for the opportunity to dis-
cuss this important issue, which I have been raising at various forums in recent years, namely, 
the disproportionately small amount of funding that is being allocated to Cork County Council 
for the county under various headings�  Cork County Council commissioned a report by May-
nooth University to examine its funding streams, including the roads budget, the town and vil-
lage renewal scheme, the rural regeneration fund and LEADER�  It is not getting a proportionate 
amount of funding�  The Department has to accept there is a funding shortfall for County Cork�

County Cork is not just Cork city�  It is a vast county�  I represent its Duhallow and Char-
leville regions right down to Dunmanway and from Ballydesmond to Ballincollig�  It is a huge 
area�  Our constituency is as large as some counties�  The geographical spread of the county 
needs to be reflected on by all Departments that are issuing funding.  While they can tick a box 
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and say that so many projects are funded in each county, a proportionate amount of funding is 
not being given to the County Cork�

Down the years, the local authority has administered the county in three different regions: 
the north, the west and the south�  These areas could be three independent units for fund-
ing�  The Government and its Departments need to consider this matter seriously�  Despite the 
amount of CLÁR and rural regeneration funding that has come to Cork in recent years, some 
fantastic projects are still without funding�  Through LEADER companies or the local authority, 
they have made significant efforts to apply to, or make expressions of interest to, Departments 
for funding, but they have been shot down�

I would like to see a recognition that there is a lower amount of funding going to the county 
per capita.  The size of the county needs to be reflected on.  There are ways of ensuring more 
funding goes to the county�  Since it already has three administrative areas, legislative change 
is not required to ensure sufficient funding can be provided.  I could talk about the amount of 
funding coming through other schemes as well.  It does not reflect the county properly.

I am raising this matter because there is a significant opportunity.  We have fantastic com-
munities across the county�  I am privileged to represent some that have proposed great and 
innovative ideas�  As we have seen in recent months, people are now looking at rural areas as 
a viable option.  Despite the crazy planning policies of the past 20 years, they view rural areas 
as the best places for them and their families to live�  We should follow them and enable that�

We should examine rural areas to ensure adequate funding is being provided to them under 
the various headings and schemes�  Those Government schemes are innovative, excellent and 
well thought out in terms of their aims and aspirations, but it is important County Cork get a 
fair and balanced amount of funding under each and every heading through which funding is 
provided by the Government to local councils�

15/06/2021BBB00600Minister of State at the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communica-
tions (Deputy Hildegarde Naughton): I thank the Deputy for giving me the opportunity to 
outline the Government’s supports for local authorities, with particular reference to County 
Cork�  The All-Ireland Research Observatory, AIRO, report the Deputy refers to was received 
by the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage on 9 June and is under consid-
eration by officials.  It is a wide-ranging report which covers funding from a variety of different 
Departments for a range of issues and schemes�  Many of the funding lines are outside the remit 
of the Department�  The report has also been sent for consideration to other relevant Govern-
ment Departments�

The funding system for local authorities is complex with authorities deriving their income 
from a variety of sources, including local sources such as commercial rates, charges for goods 
and services and funding from central Government�  Most of the funding from central Govern-
ment must be used for specified services.  These can be grouped into five broad programme 
categories: recreational, education, environment, housing and transport�

On funding streams specifically from the Department of Housing, Local Government and 
Housing, €135�3 million and €167�5 million was provided to Cork County Council in 2019 
and 2020, respectively�  The increase between 2019 and 2020 is due to an increase in housing 
funding, as well as funding in respect of the Covid-19 commercial rates and other Covid-19 
related expenses which occurred in 2020�  It is a matter for each local authority to consider how 
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it can maximise local income sources and manage its own spending in the context of the annual 
budgetary process�

Local authority members may decide, as part of the process, to vary the annual rates on val-
uation, ARV, and local property tax, LPT, in order to increase the revenue available to them�  I 
note for 2020 and 2021, Cork County Council raised its LPT rate by 5% and 7�5%, respectively, 
forgoing the maximum 15% raise, or just over €3 million in 2020 and €2�4 million in 2021�

I also refer to the recently announced plans to reform the local property tax�  These reforms 
will involve bringing new homes which are currently exempt from LPT, into the taxation sys-
tem, as well as providing for all money collected locally to be retained within their county�  This 
will be done on the basis that those counties with a lower LPT base are adjusted via an annual 
national equalisation fund paid from the Exchequer, as is currently the case�

The Minister for Finance, Deputy Donohoe, recently published the heads of the Finance 
(Local Property Tax) (Amendment) Bill 2021.  The Bill will give effect to a package of mea-
sures, in line with the programme for Government, to address the future of the local property 
tax�  The legislation required to implement those changes falls under the remit of the Depart-
ment of Finance, as a tax policy matter, and will be considered by the Houses of the Oireachtas 
in due course�  The Minister, Deputy Donohoe, also signalled the Government’s intent to move 
to 100% local retention from 2023�  Any changes to the allocation process may be considered 
in that context�

15/06/2021CCC00200Deputy Michael Moynihan: I might take the minute left over from the Minister of State’s 
response, if that is allowed�

15/06/2021CCC00300An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: It is not allowed�

15/06/2021CCC00400Deputy Michael Moynihan: The local property tax, LPT, is a separate argument�  The 
issue here is the findings of the report we are talking about.  The report stated that we are not 
getting our fair share of funding under various schemes�  The report has been independently 
verified.  The research was commissioned by the county council.

The residual and persistent shortfall in financial allocations to Cork county is evident across 
several Departments and public bodies and these are associated with a failure to allocate it on 
the basis of three established administrative divisions and the persistence of a county basis or a 
branded tiered model.  That is the finding of the report.  The independent report states residual 
and persistent shortfalls in financial allocations to Cork county are evident across several De-
partments�

It is as clear as that�  I can talk about all the schemes and communities which need funding�  
They are all worthy of being mentioned here, but the reality is there is a residual and persistent 
shortfall.  I ask the Minister of State to take my concerns back to the Department, to the officials 
who are going through this�  We need clear political leadership to say County Cork has had 
shortfall across all Departments and that shortfall will be addressed, whether it is in the town 
and village renewal scheme, CLÁR, the rural regeneration programme or the roads programme�

I plead with the Minister of State to take these concerns back�  I am raising this issue out of 
the most genuine concern for the communities I represent, because they need funding from the 
Government�  When we are not getting our fair share of Government funding, it is clearly an 
injustice to our people�
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15/06/2021CCC00500Deputy Hildegarde Naughton: That report was received by the Department on 9 June and 
is under consideration�  I will be relaying Deputy Moynihan’s message to the Minister of State, 
Deputy Burke, and the Minister, Deputy O’Brien�  As I stated, the report has also been shared 
with other Departments�

I refer to the unprecedented support for local authorities during the Covid-19 pandemic�  
One of the earliest priorities of the Minister, Deputy O’Brien, and the Minister of State, Deputy 
Burke, was to secure funding to provide a waiver of commercial rates for businesses impacted 
by the pandemic, while supporting local authorities�  In 2020, Cork County Council applied a 
100% commercial rates waiver to just over 9,000 businesses and recouped €34�7 million from 
this Department�

In recognition of Covid-19-related income losses and additional Covid-19-related expendi-
ture incurred in 2020, the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage provided 
funding of €6�7 million to Cork County Council�  Given the ongoing impacts of Covid-19, the 
Government’s support for local authorities continues�  The Government has introduced a com-
mercial rates waiver for 2021, which has been extended to the end of September, at an estimated 
cost of €480 million.  This waiver applies to businesses most seriously affected by ongoing 
restrictions�

As with all public health measures and associated supports, the waiver of commercial rates 
will be kept under review, as has been the case since the outset of the Covid-19 pandemic�  The 
Department will continue to engage with the local government sector and individual local au-
thorities on the financial impacts of the pandemic and provide them with the necessary financial 
supports�

15/06/2021CCC00550Brexit Issues

15/06/2021CCC00600Deputy Neale Richmond: I am delighted to raise this Topical Issue matter�  I appreciate 
the opportunity given by the Leas-Cheann Comhairle and the Minister of State, Deputy Byrne, 
coming to the Chamber to take this Topical Issue matter�  At the weekend, the world’s eyes de-
scended on a beautiful part of Cornwall, St. Ives, for the important G7 summit.  It was the first 
G7 summit since the onslaught of the Covid-19 pandemic and the change of administration in 
the United States�  It was an important change of administration which gave great hope to those 
of us who truly believe in multilateralism, international relations and common sense among 
liberal western democracies�

Sadly, the entire summit was overshadowed by the continuing failure of the British Govern-
ment to implement the basic elements of the Northern Irish protocol in the withdrawal agree-
ment, an agreement signed, ratified and introduced mere months ago.  It was signed, ratified 
and introduced by this British Government.  This British Government negotiated and ratified 
this protocol�  This British Government won an 80-seat majority in its parliament on the back 
of this protocol�

However, this British Government has utterly failed to approach this in a sensible way�  We 
approach another looming deadline�  This entire sorry Brexit process has been punctuated by 
looming deadlines and cliff-edge moments.  We see the British Government approaching the 
end of a grace period when it comes to chilled meats, among other things�
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The approach has not been one of conciliatory measures, being proactive and productive 
or meeting responsibilities in their most basic form�  Unfortunately, we have seen a British 
Government absolutely trash the protocol it negotiated, ratified and sought election on.  What is 
even sadder is seeing the British Government minister who negotiated these Brexit agreements 
continue to undermine them in his own press, at parliamentary committees and among other 
leading politicians�

It is a worrying approach and it is a difficult approach for those of us in Ireland.  There is no 
such thing as a good Brexit, but at least with the protocol and the trade and co-operation agree-
ment, TCA, we can limit the worst damage�

However, the decision by this British Government to go for the hardest of Brexits has seri-
ous consequences for this island, North and South�  The impact of those consequences has been 
largely offset by the protocol, but that protocol needs to be implemented.  If there are difficulties 
in implementing it, we can address them�  I, in no way, underestimate the displeasure, especially 
among the unionist community in Northern Ireland, with aspects of the protocol�  However, I 
also do not accept some of the exaggerated claims about the protocol�  The supermarket shelves 
in Northern Ireland are not lying empty and the protocol is not responsible for riots in the street�  
It is, however, being used and abused by people across this island who should know better and 
who are responsible for dialling down the rhetoric�

People ask where we go from here and what the most obvious solution is�  The obvious solu-
tion is, of course, a sanitary and phytosanitary, SPS, veterinary agreement between the EU and 
the UK, which would remove 85% of the necessary checks under the protocol�  Brexit creates 
borders and checks and the protocol allows for very limited and minimal checks at the ports of 
entry into Northern Ireland�  It also provides Northern Ireland with a great deal of opportunities 
and it is sad that only a very small minority of politicians in Northern Ireland have a forward-
thinking approach to realising those opportunities�  The question I am putting to the Minister 
of State this evening is how we ensure this protocol is implemented in a manner that protects 
Ireland, the European Union and the very fragile peace on this island�

15/06/2021DDD00200Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs (Deputy Thomas Byrne): Gab-
haim buíochas leis an Teachta Richmond as an ábhar tábhachtach seo a ardú anocht�  The proto-
col on Ireland and Northern Ireland is a joint solution by the United Kingdom and the European 
Union to the serious challenges raised by Brexit on the island of Ireland�  The agreement took 
more than four years of negotiations between the United Kingdom and the European Union, 
exploring all the other options and ruling them out�  The UK and the EU together found and 
agreed a solution, which was the protocol.  It was a joint effort by the EU and the UK and so its 
implementation must also be joint�  In that regard, the UK must show a commitment to delivery 
and to working alongside the EU�

Notwithstanding the many challenges we face, large parts of the protocol are being imple-
mented and the sky has not fallen in�  Last week, a meeting of the EU-UK Withdrawal Agree-
ment Joint Committee took place, offering an opportunity for the EU and the UK, working 
together, to take stock of progress in the implementation of the protocol to date and to consider 
ongoing challenges.  Engagement at official level to try to find solutions to the outstanding is-
sues is continuing and we fully support and encourage those efforts.  It is worth remembering 
that a majority of elected members of the Northern Ireland Assembly and a majority of the 
elected MPs in the House of Commons from Northern Ireland supported the protocol and con-
tinue to do so�  Quite frankly, that is not a narrative we hear in the British media�
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In recent days, G7 leaders made clear to the UK Government their concerns around the 
implementation of the protocol, the peace process and political stability in Northern Ireland�  
A small country like Ireland was present at the G7 because the European Union, through the 
Presidents of the European Commission and the European Council, was there representing all 
of us�  That is the power the European Union gives to all of us, and to small member states in 
particular�  Further UK unilateral actions without consultation and agreement would be prob-
lematic and damaging to the technical efforts that are under way to agree further flexibilities.  
We need to have genuine partnership and to work in problem-solving mode for the benefit of all 
the people of Northern Ireland, not just those of a particular viewpoint�  There has to be com-
promise and the protocol is the compromise�  The European Union has shown time and again 
that it is a willing partner�  The UK must show its willingness by honouring the commitments 
to which it has already signed up, which it negotiated, agreed and voted through its parliament, 
and it must solve challenges in good faith�

An SPS agreement, as Deputy Richmond said, would be a pragmatic way forward, even on 
a temporary basis, and would create the space for longer-term arrangements to bed down�  This 
would immediately reduce the level of checks on agrifood products by up to 80%�  We have 
heard from people right across the political, business and farming sectors that they want such 
an agreement�  It would be simple, concrete and popular�  President Biden has been clear, as 
was I in my media engagements last week, that such an agreement would not stand in the way 
of a UK-US trade deal�

The protocol has never disrupted the supply of medicines and the EU will ensure there will 
be no disruption to the supply of medicines in Northern Ireland�  We will continue to look for 
flexibility in order that the negative impacts of Brexit on the people of Northern Ireland are 
minimised�  That is what the protocol is about�  I had engagements last week in Slovenia and 
Austria and I saw the EU’s solidarity and unity on this issue, which for so long has been a mark 
of the EU’s approach to Brexit�  The same holds for this Oireachtas�  Across all parties we have 
been united in support of the protocol, the majority united on Northern Ireland, and we have 
engaged in detailed implementation�  We will be calm, measured and united in our approach�

15/06/2021DDD00300Deputy Neale Richmond: I appreciate the Minister of State’s clarity, not just in his response 
here this evening but also in the continued discussions and iterations from him and the Minister, 
Deputy Coveney, in such a calm, reasoned, sensible and realistic manner�  Even though the G7 
should have been talking about far weightier issues such as the Covid-19 pandemic, the climate 
emergency and vaccine solidarity across the world, I welcome the engagement of all G7 mem-
bers on the legacy of Brexit and the importance of the Northern Ireland protocol�

One thing that is very important and which always bears repeating is that the British Gov-
ernment has ownership over this protocol�  This is not a foreign construct or something being 
foisted upon the unionist community in Northern Ireland by the European Union or, indeed, by 
Irish Government Ministers here in Dublin�  Ultimately, the problem here is not the protocol�  
The problem is Brexit.  Brexit is causing all these problems and the protocol offers the easiest 
set of solutions�  Every opportunity must be taken to engage North-South, east-west, across the 
European Union and across the global community, and to reiterate that there are solutions to the 
issues some people have with the protocol�  Crucially, there are also opportunities for everyone 
on this island in this protocol�  We need to dial down the rhetoric, engage with people and seri-
ously address their realistic concerns�  Some of the language chosen by certain people in the 
United Kingdom, Great Britain and Northern Ireland to describe Ministers in this Government 
has been absolutely disgraceful.  I urge the Minister of State to use every effort to engage with 
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our friends in London and clarify the very constructive and productive role the Irish Govern-
ment has always played in this sorry Brexit process, as well as across the EU and across this 
island�

15/06/2021DDD00400Deputy Thomas Byrne: The politics of Brexit are proving to be corrosive in the already 
sensitive situation in the North of Ireland, polarising opinion and increasing tensions�  I reiterate 
that the protocol makes no change to the constitutional status of Northern Ireland�  That is set 
down in the Good Friday Agreement�  I want us to get to a place where the implementation of 
the protocol is fully realised in a way that works for Northern Ireland�  There is an onus on all of 
us leaders and politicians to engage openly with citizens, businesses, politicians and community 
leaders on the protocol�  We need to be clear and honest that the alternative to the protocol is not 
life as it was before Brexit but much deeper and more difficult disruption.  There is no agreed 
alternative to the problems caused by Brexit on the island of Ireland�  We spent four years going 
through those alternatives until we came to the protocol�  It was the best available solution to 
those challenges, to which the UK and the European Union agreed�

Brexit has inevitably meant changes for businesses, sometimes difficult ones.  However, 
there are some businesses in Northern Ireland that have no issues whatsoever with the protocol�  
Some major companies have examined its contents and adapted their business models�  There 
are significant potential opportunities for Northern Ireland through the protocol, with open 
access to the rest of the UK internal market and to the entire EU Single Market�  No industry 
is greater placed to avail of those opportunities than the Northern Ireland sausage industry be-
cause the biggest pork plant in Britain and Ireland is in Northern Ireland�  For all this nonsense 
about a sausage war, there is massive production of it in North of Ireland�  There is evidence 
of increased interest in Northern Ireland as an investment location but stability and certainty 
are needed to ensure this and realise that potential�  We know that unilateral action on sensi-
tive issues in the North of Ireland never works�  The only sustainable approach to the current 
challenges requires the UK and the EU to work together to find pragmatic solutions.  I urge all 
parties in this House to remain resolute in their support for this measured and calm approach, 
and I know they will do so�  I also thank our EU colleagues for their continued engagement and 
solidarity on the detail of this issue�

15/06/2021EEE00100Aviation Industry

15/06/2021EEE00200Deputy Thomas Pringle: Stobart Air ceased operating over the weekend and it was the 
operator of the public service obligation, PSO, routes from Dublin to Kerry and Donegal for 
Aer Lingus.  Aer Lingus has stepped in to ensure the international routes are filled and we have 
now heard an Estonian airline has taken the Dublin to Kerry route but has left Donegal behind�  
We must ask how the Department was not aware of a potential problem in the first place.  In 
addition, many people are now left without a service, and many of those were using Donegal 
airport to access connecting flights to get to work in England, for example.  The most difficult 
situations of all are perhaps those of the cancer patients who depend on these flights to get their 
treatment in Dublin.  The local cancer care committee had eight patients booked in for flights 
this week�  Members of the committee are now going to travel with patients to ensure they get 
their treatments and they are not left alone�  If only our Government had that kind of commit-
ment to our citizens, we would not have been in this kind of situation in the first place.  How-
ever, it is vital this situation is addressed now and a new operator is found for Donegal Airport�
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15/06/2021EEE00300Deputy Pearse Doherty: I spoke to the Minister for Transport, Deputy Ryan, on Saturday 
as the news emerged of the liquidation of Stobart Air�  I pleaded with him to drop the idea of 
going for the tender process and to embark instead upon the emergency procurement process�  
I am glad to say that has been announced this morning, and it could mean we can have these 
services up and running within what the Department estimates will be several weeks, by early 
next month�  I welcome that our concerns, which we put in writing, have been taken on board 
and that this approach has been adopted�

However, I implore the Minister of State to recognise the importance of every day which 
passes�  As Deputy Pringle said, this service is of great importance and especially for cancer 
patients�  I spoke to Mary Coyle of Ionad Naomh Pádraig who operates that community service�  
Every cancer patient leaving west Donegal who cannot take a flight faces a nine-hour round 
trip�  Some of those people simply cannot make the journey by car�  They are not doing it and 
appointments are being cancelled�  Therefore, it is very important the Department fast-tracks 
this process�  The middle of July is too late�  I want to see this service back up and running in a 
few weeks and I implore the Department to bring this about�

15/06/2021EEE00400Deputy Holly Cairns: The aviation industry has been one of the hardest hit sectors and that 
was unavoidable.  However, staff and unions have been warning that jobs would be lost without 
a proper plan and appropriate supports�  The closure of Stobart Air brings this reality home and 
highlights the vulnerability of our airports�  In the past year, Cork and Shannon regional airports 
have been hit with losses�  Job losses in airports are being disproportionately felt by precarious 
workers such as cabin crew, which is also a disproportionately female workforce�  We saw the 
closure of the cabin crew base in Shannon and a temporary lay-off of staff in Cork has also been 
announced.  To add insult to injury, staff are also facing a 20% pay cut and the removal of sick 
pay.  Small employers in west Cork and everywhere are going above and beyond in their efforts 
to retain their staff with the employment wage subsidy scheme, EWSS.  Why is an international 
airline not doing the same?  How will the Minister of State respond to ensure the protection of 
these jobs, and especially the more precarious ones, such as cabin crew?

15/06/2021EEE00500Deputy Maurice Quinlivan: The ongoing crisis in aviation has had a devastating impact in 
the mid-west�  When is the Minister of State’s Department going to wake up to this crisis?  How 
many job losses and warnings will be needed before action is taken?  Shannon Airport is on its 
knees and we see no action being taken by the Minister responsible for aviation�  To be clear, 
commissioning yet another report is not acting�  It is pushing the solution further down the run-
way�  Sinn Féin’s position has been absolutely clear�  We called for robust checks and controls at 
our ports and airports, including at the pre-departure stage, as well as post-arrival testing, 100% 
follow-up and a support package for workers in the industry to protect jobs and strategic con-
nectivity�  In May, Sinn Féin called for temporary temperature screening at airports�  We again 
called for this in June and for a traffic light system.

The recommendations of the aviation task force report have not been implemented and nei-
ther have those contained within the Oireachtas report�  Independent reviews were undertaken 
by the Limerick Chamber of Commerce and others, and yet nothing has been done�  A threat 
now hangs over 500 jobs at the Lufthansa Technik operation at Shannon, 81 cabin crew have 
already lost their jobs with Aer Lingus and no action has been forthcoming from the Minister�  
The time for more reports is over�  It is time now for action�  We are potentially witnessing the 
collapse of an international airport, huge damage is being done to the mid-west economy and 
the Minister with responsibility seems devoid of any idea of how to respond�
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15/06/2021EEE00600Deputy Hildegarde Naughton: I am delighted to have the opportunity to update the House 
on what the Government is doing regarding the sudden announcement by Stobart Air that it was 
ceasing operations�  I refer to the impact of this announcement on connectivity to Kerry and 
Donegal, Government support for the aviation sector and affected employees, and the current 
crisis in the aviation industry and its impact on the mid-west�

As Deputies will be aware, Stobart Air contacted the Department in the early hours of Sat-
urday morning to advise that it was terminating the franchise agreement with Aer Lingus and 
its wet lease agreement with British Airways, BA, with immediate effect.  This resulted in all 
Aer Lingus regional flights to the United Kingdom operated by Stobart Air also ceasing with 
immediate effect.  Regrettably, Stobart Air’s plans to secure a new buyer failed over the week-
end and this action resulted in Stobart Air commencing a process of voluntary liquidation�  The 
announcement is deeply regrettable in respect of the 480 Stobart Air workers directly impacted 
by this decision�

The restoration of regional connectivity is of critical importance to the Government�  The 
market has already moved to fill some of the lost routes, with Aer Lingus and BA CityFlyer now 
operating temporary replacement services which will cover most of the affected routes operat-
ing out of Dublin and Belfast City airports�  Together with rerouting options, this will allow pas-
sengers impacted by the situation to return home�  Regarding the PSO air services from Dublin 
to Donegal and Kerry, work is under way in my Department to launch an emergency procure-
ment process to try to restore air services on these vital regional routes as soon as possible�  My 
Department plans to issue a request for quotes directly to airlines in the coming days in accor-
dance with applicable EU rules on air service public service obligations�  It is anticipated the 
emergency procurement process will be completed by early July with a view to services being 
recommenced by the new operator or operators as soon as possible thereafter�  The new contract 
will be subject to a maximum term of seven months and will operate according to EU law�

To mitigate any further disruption to these services, my Department will also launch a pro-
curement process, for a maximum of four years, for the continued provision of the services after 
the temporary contract has expired�  The Minister, Deputy Ryan, and I will continue to engage 
closely with aviation stakeholders, including those in Kerry and Donegal airports, to keep them 
informed of plans in this regard�  I am happy to advise that several airlines have been in contact 
to indicate their interest in operating these routes�

The Government is aware of the ongoing impact of the pandemic on the aviation sector 
and it has put in place a range of supports for businesses, including the aviation sector�  These 
supports include the wage subsidy scheme, the waiving of commercial rates, deferral of tax li-
abilities and the Covid restrictions support scheme, CRSS�  Liquidity funding is also available 
through the Ireland Strategic Investment Fund, ISIF, pandemic stabilisation and recovery fund 
for medium and large enterprises, and this is being availed of�  The Government also allocated 
funding of €80 million for aviation-specific support in 2021 in recognition of the impact of 
Covid-19 on our smallest airports in Donegal, Kerry and Knock�  In addition to the €21 million 
in funding under the regional airports programme, a further allocation of up to €6 million to re-
gional airports under a state aid compliant scheme will also be available in 2021�  Applications 
for funding under this scheme are being assessed by my Department and I hope to be able to 
allocate funding in the coming weeks�

In acknowledgement of the severe impacts on our two State regional airports and in recogni-
tion of the importance of these airports to the south west and mid-west regions they serve, an 
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unprecedented €32 million is also being provided in support to Cork and Shannon airports this 
year�  Additionally, my Department is assessing applications for funding of these airports and 
Dublin Airport under a €20 million Covid-19 supplementary support scheme, and I expect to 
be able to provide funding under this scheme shortly�  This support will allow the airports the 
flexibility to provide route incentives and airport charge rebates to stimulate recovery and lost 
connectivity�

15/06/2021EEE00700Deputy Thomas Pringle: I thank the Minister of State for her response�  It is interesting 
that she noted that “the market has already moved to fill some of the lost routes”.  If that is what 
we are depending on, then we are in bother straight away�  I also note the Minister of State said 
a move had been made to make the PSO service happen�  That is good, and I hope it will happen 
in weeks rather than anything else�  There is some foresight in seeking to run the tender for the 
next four years in tandem�  I hope that happens because, in reality, that is what is going to make 
the difference.  The last thing we want is to be back here in seven months’ time facing another 
crisis�  Therefore, I wish that process will continue�

15/06/2021EEE00800Deputy Pearse Doherty: I reiterate that I welcome going with an emergency process that I 
discussed with the Minister on Saturday�  I also discussed with him the fact other airlines were 
interested in this lucrative PSO deal�

10 o’clock

I am pressing the Government tonight to see if this process can be shortened in any way�  
The Minister for Transport said that the process would begin next week but the Minister of 
State has just said that it will begin in the next “number of days”�  I must emphasise again that 
every single day counts, with patients being able to travel to Dublin by air for cancer treatment 
instead of having to make a nine-hour trip by road�  Can we shorten this by any amount of days 
so that we can get it up and running quicker than envisaged in the written response, which refers 
to early July?

15/06/2021FFF00200Deputy Holly Cairns: There will be a temporary lay-off of cabin crew in Cork due to 
runway works but staff have also been warned that their employment depends on “operational 
capability and business need”�  Similar letters were sent to Shannon cabin crew before the per-
manent closure of the base�  The employment wage subsidy scheme is much more appropriate 
than pushing people onto social welfare�  It is worth noting that employees in the same sector 
such as pilots and engineers are not being temporarily laid off, only those in the more low-paid 
categories.  How is the Government going to address this specific issue?  Where is the plan and 
the supports for employees in a sector that was bound to be disproportionately affected by the 
pandemic?

15/06/2021FFF00300Deputy Maurice Quinlivan: To maintain Shannon as a viable international airport, it is 
crucial that connectivity be maintained, especially the routes to London Heathrow, Boston and 
New York�  Having worked in the travel industry for 19 years, I have no doubt that travel 
restrictions were necessary to combat the pandemic�  What is also evident is that the lack of 
Government support for the industry has put us in a situation where we may lose an interna-
tional airport and the associated jobs and connectivity�  Aviation workers need a recovery plan�  
In fact, they needed such a plan months ago�  It is simply unacceptable that we do not have 
chairperson of the Shannon Group�  At a time of crisis, it is simply staggering that the position 
remains unfilled.  I appreciate and am sympathetic to the challenges posed by protecting an 
aviation industry when passenger flights have been grounded due to public health but dithering 
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does not save jobs or airports�

15/06/2021FFF00400Deputy Hildegarde Naughton: In response to Deputy Cairn’s concerns regarding employ-
ees, I chair a subgroup of the Labour Employer Economic Forum comprising representatives of 
employers and employees within aviation, which is examining the further needs of the sector�  
There are also references in the national economic recovery plan to additional supports for the 
aviation sector, if required�  All of this is under consideration�  I am aware of the stresses and 
concerns for employees in the sector but the Government has acted quickly�  We have been 
watching the situation closely�  What we wanted to do straightaway when Covid struck was to 
protect our airports and infrastructure to make sure they were in a position to rebound through 
this�

On the PSO and expediting that process, we engaged on that over the weekend.  Officials 
have been engaging with the European Commission on that process�  I assure Deputies that the 
process will happen as fast as possible�  This week the Department will write directly to airlines�  
They will need a week to reply but every effort is being made to expedite the process.  I am 
hopeful that by the time we open up international travel on 19 July, we will have those routes 
in place, all going well�  

On the issue of the market responding, it is a positive step that the market responds and is 
a good sign for Ireland�  We should look at that positively�  The fact that the market stepped in 
and that there are expressions of interest for the PSO routes is positive�  The Deputies can be 
assured that regional connectivity and restoring international travel in a safe way are priorities 
for Government�

15/06/2021FFF00500Message from the Standing Business Committee of Dáil Éireann

15/06/2021FFF00600An Leas-Cheann Comhairle: The Standing Business Committee of Dáil Éireann has com-
pleted its consideration under Standing Order 30 of the request by the Minister of State at the 
Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment to waive the requirement for pre-legislative 
scrutiny under Standing Order 173 of the general scheme of the Companies (Small Company 
Administrative Rescue Process and Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill 2021 and has agreed thereto�

The Dáil adjourned at 10�05 p�m� until 9�12 a�m� on Wednesday, 16 June 2021�


